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UMRAN MALIK TO JOIN TEAM INDIA 
AS NET BOWLER

AI’S RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL BIAS

We are living in a Digital Age in which more and more 
complex tasks are being entrusted to machines. In 
addition we are also worried about the issues of Data 
Privacy and how much information we should share 
with a particular programme or a company. This 
information is a gold mine and often results in data 

Jammu and Kashmir pacer Umran Malik has been asked 
to stay back in the UAE as a net bowler for the Indian team 
for T20 World Cup after making an impressive IPL debut... 

When Prime Minister launched the second phase of PM’s 
Ujjwala Yojna some months back wherein free gas connections 
will be given to one crore poor families across India, I believed 
that large number of poor and disadvantaged families across 
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Bomb Scare In Tral
SRINAGAR: The detection of a sus-
picious object triggered bomb scare 
in Tral town of south Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district on Monday.
According to reports, panic gripped 
Dadsara area of Tral on Monday 
morning after a suspicious object 
was found near the BDO office. 
Soon, reports said, a Bomb Disposal 
Squad was called in to check the 
suspicious object �  More On P6

Suspected Spy 
Held From Jammu
JAMMU: The Special Opera-
tion Group of Jammu Police have 
detained one suspected person 
“spying” near vital installations 
in Gandhi Nagar area here, Police 
sources on Monday. Late last night 
one person was taken into custody 
by the sleuths of SOG in Gandhi 
Nagar locality, �  More On P6

Boora Takes Over As 
Jammu Frontier BSF Chief
JAMMU: Senior BSF officer D 
K Boora, who has served in the 
Special Protection Group (SPG) 
that protects the country’s prime 
minister, Monday took over as the 
Inspector General (IG) of the force’s 
Jammu frontier, officials said.
Boora succeeds N S Jamwal who 
was elevated to the rank of addi-
tional director general �  More On P6

Two Arrested Over  
Rs 3.30LCyber Fraud
JAMMU: Two persons were ar-
rested on Monday for Rs 3.30 lakh 
alleged cyber fraud in the issuance 
of visa to a person in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kishtwar district, offi-
cials said. Sajjad Hussain of Kisht-
war filed a complaint with the cyber 
police station in Jammu that he was 
duped by unidentified fraudsters on 
the pretext of �  More On P6

More Recoveries, Less 
Covid Cases In J&K
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported on Monday recovery of 95 
more coronavirus infected persons 
while 53 new cases of virus were 
reported from the Union territory 
during the last 24 hours. According 
to officials, the trend of recoveries 
continued in J&K on Monday as 95 
more patients recovered—10 from 
Jammu and 85 from �  More On P6

Govt Forms Plastic Waste 
Management Cells
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Monday 
constituted Divisional, District and 
ULB Level Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Cells and District Level Task 
Force for effecting of Plastic Waste 
Management and elimination of 
Single Use Plastic (SUP).
The Divisional level committee for 
Jammu and Kashmir 

The truth is rarely pure 
and never simple

– Oscar Wilde

Widom

Poonch Gunfight Spreads 
To Rajouri, 5 Soldiers Killed

2 Militants Killed In 
Encounters In Valley

KO Web Desk

SRINAGAR: The fierce gunbat-
tle that started during an anti-
militancy operation in Poonch 
district of jammu and that left 
five Army soldiers, including a 
Junior Commissioned Officer 
(JCO), dead on Monday morn-
ing, had by evening spread to 
nearby Rajouri district, reports 
reaching here said.

Media reports from New 
Delhi quoting official sources 
said an encounter, which 
started between a joint team 
of security forces and mili-
tants in Chamrer forest area of 
Surankote in Poonch, had by 

evening spread to Bhangai vil-
lage of Rajouri district.

The operation was launched 
in a village close to Dera Ki Gali 
in Surankote in the early hours 
of Monday following intelli-
gence inputs about the pres-
ence of militants, a Defence 
spokesman said.

He said the militants opened 
heavy fire on the search parties 
resulting in critical injuries to 
the JCO and four other ranks.

All the five soldiers later suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

The encounter with the 
militants was going on and 
further details are awaited, the 
spokesman said. �  More On P6

Observer News Service

T
wo militants were 
killed and a police-
man injured in twin 

encounters in Anantnag 
and Bandipora districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir, police 
said Monday.

According to a police 
spokesperson, one unidenti-
fied militant was killed and 
a policeman sustained inju-
ries in a chance encounter 
that broke out in the process 
of arresting a militant asso-
ciate Javed Ahmad Bhat of 
Khahgund Dooru. He said 
that the identification and 
affiliation of the killed mili-
tant was being ascertained.

“While the said police 
party were laying cordon 
around the house, the hid-
ing terrorists fired indis-
criminately upon the police 

party which was retaliated. 
In this chance encounter, 
one police personnel was 
injured while one uniden-
tified terrorist was also 
killed,” he said.

The injured police per-
sonnel, he said, has been 
evacuated to hospital for 
treatment where his condi-
tion is stated to be stable.

In a separate encounter in 
Bandipora district, the po-
lice spokesperson said that 
a Lashkar-e-Taiba militant 
was killed.

In the wee hours of 
Monday, he said, Police, ar-
my’s 13RR and the person-
nel of 47Bn CRPF launched 
a joint cordon and search 
operation in Gund Jahangir 
on the basis of specific input 
about the presence of mili-
tants in the village.

“During the �  More On P6

3 Militants 
Trapped In 
Shopian

A
t least three unidentified militants are believed to be trapped in an encounter that broke out in Tulran area of South Kash-
mir’s Shopian district on Monday. According to reports, Police, Army’s 34RR and CRPF launched a joint cordon and search 
operation in Tulran on the basis of information suggesting the presence of militants in the area. When the joint team 

started advances, reports said, the militants hiding in the village opened fire upon them in a bid to escape from their dragnet. The 
joint team, reports said, returned the fire setting off a fierce encounter. A video purportedly showing a senior police officer asking 
militants to surrender went viral on social networking websites. The police officer in the video asks the three �  More On P6

Won’t Allow 
‘Terror’ Attacks On 
Civilians Again: LG
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha said 
on Monday that the inci-
dents of militant attacks on 
innocent civilians will not be 
allowed to happen again in 
future and the perpetrators 
of these heinous attacks will 
be brought to justice soon.

The LG made these re-
marks while speaking 
to a Sikh delegation led 
by President, Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Management 
Committee (DSGMC), S. 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa and 
members of Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committees 

of Kashmir region, at the Raj 
Bhavan here on Monday, an 
official spokesperson said.

The delegations, he said, 
held discussion with the LG 
on the concerning issues of 
minorities in �  More On P6

Security Beefed Up In Migrant Colonies

T
he administration in this north Kashmir district has beefed up se-
curity cover for the minority communities, amid fears of large-scale 
exodus after a spate of killings by suspected militants last week.

Addressing a news conference here on Monday, the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara, Imam Din said that security cover for the minority 
communities have been beefed up and that no element will be allowed 
to damage the social fabric and communal harmony in the district, an 
official spokesperson said. �  More On P6

Police 
Establishes 
Minority 
Distress 
Helpline

A
fter the recent civilian killings, Jammu and 
Kashmir police have established a helpline 
number for the minority community in the 

Valley. Kashmir Police Zone in a tweet quoted 
Inspector General of Police (IFP) Kashmir as saying 
that a minority distress helpline has �  More On P6

After Resigning From NC, 
Rana, Slathia Join BJP

Rana Joining 
BJP, Soz Smacks 
of Conspiracy

F
ormer Union minister and 
senior Congress leader Prof 
Saifudin Soz on Monday 

claimed that top key National 
Conference leaders joining BJP re-
veals (PM) Modi's response to the 
Kashmir situation and according 
to senior politician, "worst phase" 
in Kashmir is yet to come.
On Monday, a day after resigning 
from the National Conference, 
Devender Rana, the former head 
of its Jammu division, along with 
another party leader Surjit Singh 
Slathia joined the BJP.
Shortly after his joining over 17 
more leaders resigned from the 
party and conveyed their support 
to Devender Singh Rana. All are 
expected to join BJP �  More On P6

Home Minister 
To Visit J&K 
From Oct 23

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will vis-
it Jammu and Kashmir on 
October 23 as part of the cen-
tral government's outreach 
programme, and will take 
stock of law and order situa-
tion besides reviewing various 
development initiatives, offi-
cials said on Monday.

Shah will go to Jammu and 
Kashmir for three days from 
October 23 to 25 as part of the 
central government's mega 
outreach programme in which 
70 Union ministers are visiting 
the UT, the official said.

During his trip, Shah will 
visit remote areas of the 
Kashmir Valley and the Jammu 
region, and take stock of vari-
ous development initiatives.

The home minister will also 
attend a high-level law and 
order meeting with senior of-
ficials of the UT administration, 
the police, the paramilitary and 
the Army, another official said.

A number �  More On P6

NEW DELHI: A day after re-
signing from the National 
Conference, Devender Rana, 
the former head of its Jammu 
division, along with another 
party leader Surjit Singh Slathia 
joined the BJP on Monday.

Rana and Slathia joined the 

BJP at its headquarters here in 
the presence of Union ministers 
Dharmendra Pradhan, Hardeep 
Singh Puri and Jitendra Singh.

Rana, who is a former MLA 
and the younger brother 
of Union minister Jitendra 
Singh, has also �  More On P6

A LARGER PLAN TO TACKLE KASHMIR over a period of time, is receiv-
ing attention from Modi and Amit Shah, on priority basis, The money factor of 
the BJP’s plan happens to be the most obvious aspect of this gigantic effort.''

Missing Link In Kashmir Portal: Muslim Protectors Of Pandit Properties
Auqib Javeed

T
ouseef Bhoda vivid-
ly remembers the day 
when Kashmiri Pandit 

Vishwanath Bhatt’s wife ap-
proached her “brother” and 
neighbour, Abdul Rashid Bodha, 
for taking care of her fam-
ily property at Wanpoh, Mughal 
Bagh area of South Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district.

It was 1989, and some po-
litical killings in the “heartland 
of dissent”—the summer capital 
Srinagar—that year had unnerved 
the Kashmiri Pandits so much that 
most of them left in what came to 
be known as “historic huff”.

That day, Touseef saw his fa-
ther assuring his KP sister that 
his family would guard the 

pandit property till they come 
back to their home.

“But 32 years have already 
passed and our neighbours 
are yet to return,” Touseef told 
Kashmir Observer.

“The headman Vishwanath 
Bhatt also expired in exile a few 
years ago. But that won’t stop us 
taking care of their two-storied 
house, which lies in the adjacent 
of our home.”

The Bhatt family of Kulgam 
was among the 60,000 Kashmir 
Pandit families that migrated 
from Kashmir during early nine-
ties. While majority of them 
settled in Jammu and its adjoin-
ing areas, around 23000 migrant 
families found home outside 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sensing the lingering dispute, 

a large number of Kashmiri 
Pandits sold their property to 
their Muslim brethren, while 
many made their Muslims 

neighbours and friends custo-
dian of their properties.

However, in year 1997, the 
Jammu and Kashmir government 

led by then Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah enacted the Migrant 
Immovable Property Act, 1997, 
in a bid to preserve, protect and 

restrain distress sales of the im-
movable property of the migrants.

Under this Act, the district 
magistrate has been designated 

as the custodian of the migrant 
properties.

But even as a number of Kashmiri 
Muslims are continuously looking 
after the migrant Pandit properties 
as community caretakers since 1990s, 
on September 7, 2021, the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration started re-
trieving/freeing the migrant KP prop-
erties across Kashmir.

The move came after 
Lieutenant Governor of J&K 
Manoj Sinha launched an online 
portal for time-bound redressal 
of grievances related to Kashmir 
migrants’ immovable properties.

The portal provides a platform 
to the distressed Kashmiri mi-
grants whose immovable prop-
erties were encroached or were 
forced for distress sale in the 
1990s. �  More On P6

Kashmir’s Higher Reaches 
Receive Season's First Snowfall
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Snow in upper 
reaches and rainfall in plains has 
brought the extended summer 
in Kashmir to an end as the mer-
cury dropped several notches 
on Monday, officials said.

Snowfall was witnessed at 
Affarwat in Gulmarg tourist 
resort and other mountain-
ous areas while rains lashed 
almost the entire Valley for 
several hours since Sunday 
evening, they said.

Mawer Langate, includ-
ing Puthwari, Nowgam 
and Bangus, Sadnah-Top in 
Karnah, Z-Gali Machil (in 
Kupwara district) besides 
Razdan top in Bandipora. 
There are reports about the 
snowfall in Pir Panchal moun-
tain Range, the officials said.

However, they said that 
since there is no observatory 
of the MeT office, exact details 
of depth were not immediate-
ly known even as Razdan top 
is said to �  More On P6
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Poonch Gunfight
However, according to reports, by the evening 

hours the encounter had spread to Bhangai vil-
lage near DKG in Rajouri district.

Report added the Bhangai in Rajouri district, 
where the firing started late evening, is adja-
cent to the earlier site in Poonch district.

News agency ANI reported that a soldier has 
also been injured in the encounter going on at 
a distance of 2 km from the morning incident.

The officials said there are reports about the 
presence of a group of heavily-armed militants 
in Chamrer forest after they managed to sneak 
from across the Line of Control (LoC).

Reinforcements have been rushed to the area 
to plug all escape routes to ensure the militants 
are killed, they said.

Since the operational area is same as two 
of the frontier districts of Rajouri and Poonch 
share the border, security agencies fear the 
militants might have changed the location, as 
per the reports.

Meanwhile, Lt Col Devender Anand, Public 
Relations Officer, Defence, Jammu, identified the 
slain soldiers as Naib Subedar Jaswinder Singh, 
a resident of district Kapurthala in Punjab; 
Naik Mandeep Singh of Punjab’s Gurdaspur 
district; Sepoy Gajjan Singh of Punjab’s Ropar 
district; Sepoy Saraj Singh of Uttar Pradesh’s 
Shahjahanpur district and Sepoy Vaisakh H of 
Kerala’s Kollam district. -With inputs from PTI

2 Militants Killed

search operation, as the presence of terrorists 
got ascertained they were given the opportuni-
ty to surrender, however, they fired indiscrimi-
nately upon the joint search party which was 
retaliated leading to an encounter,” the police 
spokesperson said.

In the ensuing encounter, he said, Imtiyaz 
Ahmad Dar of LeT (TRF) was killed and his body 
was retrieved from the site of the encounter.

Dar, as per the official spokesperson was 
the main accused in killing of a sumo driver 
Mohammad Shafi alias Sonu at Shahgund.

“He joined terror folds after the Police un-
earthed the module involved in planning and 
executing the said killing and the other in-
volved terror associates have already been ar-
rested,” he added.

The police spokesperson quoted IGP Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar congratulating the joint teams of 
Police and security forces for conducting suc-
cessful operations especially to Bandipora 
Police for conducting operations which result-
ed in elimination of the “terrorist” involved in 
recent Shahgund civilian killing.

“Incriminating materials including arms & 
ammunition were recovered from both the en-
counter sites. All the recovered materials have 
been taken into case records for further investi-
gation,” he said.

“Police have registered cases under relevant 
sections of law and investigations have been 
initiated. People are requested to cooperate 
with police till the areas at both encounter sites 
are completely sanitized and cleared of all the 
explosive materials, if any,” he added.

3 Militants Trapped

unknown militants to lay down their arms so 
that they can lead a peaceful life.

Security Beefed

The DC, he said, condemned the recent target 
killings of minorities and said that unscrupu-
lous elements have attempted to damage the 
communal fabric of the society in J&K which 
upholds a long history of brotherhood and 
hospitality.

“The DC said that he along with SSP Kupwara 
have interacted with the migrant community 
both residing at Migrant Colony and other 
places and various issues were discussed on the 
spot with them adding that the security cover 
has also been beefed up for the community. On 
the demand of residents, solar lights have also 
been installed in the Migrant Colony,” he said.

The official spokesperson further said that 
the District Magistrate assured all necessary 
support to the migrant community from ad-
ministration, police and public about their safe-
ty and security, adding that there is no need to 
panic.

“The DC said that a Nodal officer has also 
been designated to keep close liaison with the 
migrant community for instant redressal of 
their issues,” he said.

Din, he said, also urged all stakeholders to 
come together and denounce the “nefarious 
elements” who are hell bent to damage the 
peaceful atmosphere.

According to the official spokesperson, SSP 
Kupwara, Yougal Manhas while addressing the 
media assured full cooperation to the commu-
nity and said that the police will not allow any 
element to damage the peace and congenial at-
mosphere in the district.

“He said that necessary security has been 

provided wherever required,” he added.

Police Establishes

been established at PCR Kashmir. IGP also 
said that the people from minority communi-
ties can contact the above-mentioned number 
for assistance.

“Kashmir Police established Minority dis-
tress #helpline at PCR Kashmir. In case of 
#emergency, one may call for #assistance on 
0194-2440283: IGP Kashmir,” Kashmir Police 

Zone tweeted.

Won’t Allow ‘Terror’

the Union Territory, including their safety 
and security.

“The Lt Governor gave a patient hearing to 
the members of the delegation. He noted that 
incidents of terrorist attacks on innocent ci-
vilians will not be allowed to happen again in 
future and the perpetrators of these heinous 
attacks will be brought to justice soon,” the of-
ficial spokesperson said.

Sinha, he said, observed that concerted ef-
forts are being made for ensuring enhanced 
security arrangements for minority population 
of the UT.

“He reiterated that the government is com-
mitted to address all issues of minorities in 
J&K,” he added.

Home Minister

of central ministers have already visited 
the UT while tours of several others are in the 
pipeline.

Before Kashmir, Shah will first visit Goa on 
October 14 to inaugurate a forensic science lab-
oratory and hold meetings with top functionar-
ies of the state government.

The home minister will be in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands from October 15 to 17 and dur-
ing his tour, he will take stock of various devel-
opment initiatives in the archipelago, an official 
from the ministry said.

He is expected to visit the Cellular jail and 
attend programmes related to the ‘’Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’’ there.

Shah will also visit Uttarakhand on October 
30 during which he will hold meetings with top 
functionaries of the state government, the of-
ficial said.

After Resigning

served as a political advisor to former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief minister and National 
Conference (NC) leader Omar Abdullah.

BJP general secretary in-charge for Jammu 
and Kashmir Tarun Chugh and its Jammu and 
Kashmir unit chief Ravinder Raina welcomed 
them in the party.

Rana has been advocating for the Jammu 
declaration - a joint declaration of several po-
litical, social and business organisations, pri-
marily demanding restoration of statehood for 
the Jammu region and not for the whole Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In 2019, the Centre had revoked the erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir’s special 
status and bifurcated it into union territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Rana Joining BJP

in coming days.
While reacting to the development, Prof Soz 

said, Rana’s exit from the National Conference 
and his joining the BJP reveals a larger plot that 
characterises “Modi’s organised response” to 
the Kashmir situation.

“This response has a sub-plan of dealing with 
border areas like Karnah, Keran, Gurez, Tulail, 
Kargil and Ladakh areas, with special care,” he 
said in a statement.

Prof Soz said Rana’s resignation is just “tip of 
the iceberg” and more is expected from the BJP,  
Soz told Kashmir Observer.

“PM Modi and his team are working hard on 
Kashmir and they will do these things. They 
will do it more,” he said.

Earlier in a press statement Soz alleged that 
the BJP’s effort was to restructure the life of in-
dividuals like a former MLA of Gurez, who ac-
cording to him, has now undertaken the task 
of safeguarding the interests of the BJP in that 
border area.

‘’A larger plan to tackle Kashmir over a period 
of time, is receiving attention from Modi and 
Amit Shah, on priority basis,” he said adding 
that  “The money factor of the BJP’s plan hap-
pens to be the most obvious aspect of this gi-
gantic effort’’, it reads.

He further states that a million dollar ques-
tion is whether the “Kashmir Mainstream 
Group” has any response to it or else it will con-
tinue to issue statements to no effect.

“That, in nutshell, means that if we have fall-
en to bad times, the worst phase is yet to come”, 
Soz claimed.

Kashmir’s Higher

have accumulated around 1-ft snow leading 
to the closure of the Bandipora- Gurez road. 
TosaMaidan in Khag area of central Kashmir 
Budgam district is also said to have received 
snowfall, they said.

The maximum temperature recorded in 
Srinagar on Sunday fell by over two degrees to 
settle at 24.4 degrees Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature on Sunday night was below 
10 degrees Celsius.

The downpour has ended an extended sum-
mer which saw the maximum day temperature 
hover around 30 degrees Celsius till the start of 
October this year.

The weatherman has forecast the possibility 
of light rain in Kashmir over the next 24 hours 
with another western disturbance likely to hit 
the valley on October 16 and 17.

A meteorological department official said 
that Srinagar received rainfall of 8.4mm in 24 
hours till 0830 hours while the minimum tem-
perature recorded at 9.8 degree Celsius in the 
summer capital of J&K.

Qazigund also received rain of 15.4mm and 
recorded a low of 8.4degree Celsius against nor-
mal of 6.3degree Celsius, the official said.

Pahalgam received 10.6mm of rain even as 
the famous resort in south Kashmir recorded a 
low of 6.7degree Celsius, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded 
13.4mm of rain during the time and the mercu-
ry settled at 7.0degree Celsius, the official said.

Kupwara town also received 19.9mm of rain 
while the north Kashmir place recorded a mini-
mum of 7.6degree Celsius, the official said.

Gulmarg, the famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir, received 26.0mm of rain and recorded 
a low of 1.5degree Celsius against normal of 
4.7degree Celsius, the official said.

Jammu, the winter capital of J&K, had rain-
fall of 0.8mm, Banihal 15.8mm and Katra had 
highest downpour of 23.8mm in Jammu divi-
sion and included 2cm of hail also, the official 
added.

The Weatherman has predicted improve-
ment in the conditions, saying “System is mov-
ing forward towards the North West and can 
leave the valley by afternoon.”

Nevertheless, for next 24 hours, the weath-
erman has forecast “isolated to scattered 
light rain/thundershowers over Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

For the next couple of days, the MeT has pre-
dicted “isolated very light rain/TS to mainly dry 
weather.”

The weatherman had Sunday predicted the 
possibility of light snow over higher reaches 
of Gulmarg, Gurez and Tulail area of Baramulla 
and Bandipora districts alongside Sonamarg 
and Drass.

Missing Link In Kashmir

The information so provided is being shared 
by the Department of Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction with the 
Department of Revenue for necessary action for 
resolution of the grievance in a fixed time frame.

However, Touseef says, Kashmiri Muslims in 
his township never occupied or encroached the 
property of Pandits.

“We shared meals, moments and memories 
with our migrated Pandit neighbours before 
their unfortunate migration from the valley,” 
Touseef said.

“Even today, whenever we go to Jammu dur-
ing winters, we stay at their home. They don’t 
allow us to stay at any hotel. Our brotherhood 
is still intact.”

A few meters away from Touseef’s house, 
Javid Ahmad is guarding another abandoned 
Kashmiri Pandit property.

The two-storied house belongs to Bushan Lal 
and his brother Ashok Kumar. Bushan lives in 
Jammu, while Ashok in Srinagar.

During 1990s, both the brothers approached 
the father of Javid Ahmad and requested him to 
take care of their property till they return.

“Since last 30 years, they haven’t come back to 
settle down here,” Javid told Kashmir Observer. 
“But we’re in touch with them.”

Guarding their migrated brethren’s property 
with a sense of moral duty, Javid’s family en-
sures that the house remains safe and in a good 
condition.

“We don’t live in this Pandit house, neither al-
lows anyone to trespass or encroach it,” Javid says.

“We take care of it with this hope that one 
day its owners will return and find it in the 
same condition. Even the two Pandit brothers 
know that their neighbours are there to protect 
their property. So there’s no question of en-
croaching it.”

To check the veracity of Javid’s claims, 
Kashmir Observer contacted Ashok Kumar.

“Our property is in safe hands,” Ashok said. 
“We regularly keep a tab on it and are grateful 
to our Muslim neighbours for keeping it safe.”

But since Ashok’s family is now settled in dif-
ferent parts of the country, he intends to sell his 
ancestral house in Kashmir. “We’ll sell it to Javid 
only because he’s a good neighbour who took 
care of it all these years,” the Pandit said.

Debunking the ongoing narrative wherein 
some rightwing elements outside the valley 
are accusing Kashmiri Muslims of forcibly oc-
cupying and encroaching the Kashmiri Pandit 
property, Ashok said that the majority of mi-
grated KPs sold their properties with their will 
in 1990s.

“Nobody forced them to do so,” he said. 
“Barring some violations, no Pandit property 
was illegally occupied or encroached.”

But despite these admissions, there’re at-
tempts to mislead the public opinion and paint 
the Muslims of Kashmir as plunderers of their 
Pandit brethren’s property. The upshot of this 
rightwing-flogged narrative was lately seen in 
Anantnag.

On the heels of Raj Bhavan’s portal launch, 
locals of Anantnag’s Aishmuqam area contest-
ed a claim of Pandit property encroachment. 
The Muslim landowner said that he bought 
the land from a Kashmir Pandit, with the 
documents of attorney, agreement to sell, and 
sale deed duly being attested by a first-class 
Magistrate in presence of the owner in Jammu 
in 1999.

“All codal formalities laid down by the 
Government in Migrant Act 1999 were com-
pleted in the court,” the locals said. “And yet, a 
fake complaint has been filed by some Kashmir 
Pandit after 22 years calling the sale of land as 
illegal.”

Notably, the progeny of migrated Kashmiri 

Pandits, mostly born and brought up outside 
the valley, are misusing the online grievance 
portal by filing fake complaints to lay claim on 
the land their grandparents have willfully sold 
to people in Kashmir.

“We’ve not come across any genuine com-
plaint where an individual has illegally occu-
pied a Kashmiri Pandit land or any other prop-
erty in Kashmir,” a revenue department official 
said. “In the majority of the complaints, we 
found the land or house has been sold willfully, 
with complete legal documentation.”

Backing their case, the Aishmuqam lo-
cals said the land alienation permission from 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir for Mutation 
was also granted. But even then, the landowner 
came to know through concerned Patwari that 
a complaint has been filed by the grandson of 
the seller alleging that the documents are fake.

After ascertaining the documents of land, the 
revenue officials find them correct and intact, 
resulting in the dismissal of the complaint.

“A lot of people in Kashmir have bought 
migrant Pandit land and property legally and 
through rightful means under Migrant Property 
Act,” the revenue official said. “But some un-
scrupulous persons are filing fake complaints 
on the portal which is overburdened our staff. 
Only genuine complaints must be filed so that 
we utilize our time and staff in a judicious way.”

Amidst these bogus claims, the local Muslims 
are coordinating with the administration in 
clearing some bottlenecks on Pandit property 
in Kashmir.

Only in Anantnag district, the administra-
tion has retrieved over 40 kanals, an official 
told Kashmir Observer, with the community 
support.

“We lately received a complaint on the por-
tal and set free around 22 kanal of land be-
longing to a Kashmir Pandit namely ML Dhar 
in Thajiwara area of Bijbehara tehsil,” Ghulam 
Rasool Bhat, Tehsildar Bijbehara told Kashmir 
Observer. “We didn’t face any resistance from 
anyone.”

The officials also retrieved 1.3 kanal in 
Jablipora area of Anantnag and are in the pro-
cess of retrieving more land. “The land at 
Jablipora belongs to Bansi Lal Dhar,” Tehsildar 
Bhat who led a team of revenue officials of 
Bijbehara said.

Another revenue official from the Mattan 
Anantnag told Kashmir Observer that Kashmiri 
Muslims cooperated with the officials and 
made the process smooth.

“I mean you could face resistance when the 
property would be occupied, but people made 
it a very convenient process for us when we 
marked a KP land in Mattan,” the official said.

Even to their surprise, the revenue official 
said, the Muslim caretakers of the KP property 
are coming forward to handover the custody.

“The other day, a person approached us say-
ing that he was looking after a Pandit agrarian 
land measuring 3 kanals and that he wants to 
handover the land to the revenue department,” 
the official said. “Although these common-
ers have been taking care of these lands since 
years now, they don’t want to come across as 
encroachers when a lot of things are being 
said on social media and during prime time TV 
discussions.”

The various revenue officials Kashmir 
Observer contacted to understand the grav-
ity of grievances said that the encroachments 
weren’t of serious type.

“So far we could only dismantle a temporary 
shed installed on a Pandit land without permis-
sion,” Tehsildar Bhat said.

Out of 73 complaints of encroachment re-
ceived from the Kashmiri Pandits, Bhat said 45 
have been disposed of.

Interestingly, following the portal launch, 
the revenue officials have categorized the en-
croachment land in three categories—Green, 
Yellow and Red.

“The land which hasn’t been encroached falls 
under the Green category, which is easy for us 
to retrieve,” a top revenue official told Kashmir 
Observer.

“The land on which there’s less construction 
or temporary sheds falls under Yellow, while 
the land on which there’s massive construction 
or building comes under Red category.”

Based on the complaints, the revenue depart-
ment has largely retrieved the land falling un-
der the Green category, the official said.

Amid these ground realities, Pandurang K. 
Pole, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, told 
Kashmir Observer that a robust mechanism 
has been put in place for redressal of the por-
tal complaints as per law and in a time-bound 
manner. “Our deputy commissioners are on job 
and the process is going on,” Pole said.

By September 30, District Administration 
Srinagar had resolved as many as 660 com-
plaints, out of which 390 grievances alleging 
alienation by fraud or distress sale.

“Similarly,” Aijaz Asad, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, said, “129 grievances 
alleging encroachments on migrant properties 
were also verified and resolved. Out of griev-
ances of encroachment, the necessary demar-
cation of 20 cases has been done and neces-
sary eviction notices have also been issued, 
though 12 of them are sub-judice before the 
High Court.”

But while the law is taking its own course in 
the valley, Touseef’s family is still waiting for 
their neighbours whose property they have 
been guarding for last 32 years.

“Even if the Bhatt family comes after 50 
years, they will find their home intact here,” the 
Muslim custodian says.

“Whenever they visited us during these 
years, they left satisfied knowing that their 
property is in safe hands.”

Bomb Scare

After searching the object for possible ex-
plosives, the BDS found that it contained a few 
plastic bottles which were tied with a wire.

Suspected Spy

the sources said.
“He is suspected to be a close aide of terror-

ists and was allegedly videographing the stra-
tegic and vital locations,” they said, adding that 
he was also in touch with his handlers across 
the border through social media platforms.

As per initial reports, the suspect hailed from 
Rampur area of Uttar Pradesh while investiga-
tion into the case is in progress. (Agencies)

Boora Takes Over

(ADG) of BSF Western Command, Chandigarh, 
said DIG S P S Sandhu, a spokesperson for the 
force.

The officer has vast experience of serving in 
western and eastern command theatre, and be-
fore assuming charge here, he was posted as the 
IG BSF at eastern command, the spokesperson 
said.

Boora has also served in the prestigious SPG 
which looks after the after security of the coun-
try’s prime minister, he said.

In his 35 years of service, Boora has been 
decorated with the President’s Medal for 
Meritorious Service, Antrik Suraksha Seva 
Padak, and innumerable Directional General’s 
Commendation Rolls.

He is an alumni of the BSF Academy Tekanpur. 
He joined the force in 1986. He also remained as 
the commando instructor in the BSF Academy, 
the PRO said.

Two Arrested Over

issuance of visa to Dubai for his son, they 
said.

The complainant desperately in need of a 
visa for his son had got trapped in a luring offer 
and consequently lost Rs 3,30,000 in multiple 
transactions, the officials said.

During the course of investigation, the cyber 
police succeeded in identifying the fraudsters, 
they said.

After ascertaining the location of the accused 
persons, a team arrested them from Safakadal 
in Srinagar, the officials said.

They have been identified as Irshad Ahmed 
and Mohammed Tahir, both residents of 
Srinagar, they added.

Police are also searching for other fraudsters 
involved in the crime, the officials said.

More Recoveries

Kashmir from the deadly infection. During 
the same time, they said, the UT reported 
53 fresh cases—44 from Kashmir and 9 from 
Jammu, taking the overall number of people 
infected since the outbreak of pandemic in J&K 
last year to 330586.

In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar reported 
the highest 22 fresh coronavirus cases followed 
by Budgam with 8, Kupwara 6, Baramulla 5, 
Ganderbal 2 and Pulwama one new case of 
Covid-19. No fresh cases of virus were reported 
from

Anantnag, Bandipora, Kulgam and Shopian 
districts.

In the winter capital, the officials said four 
new cases of virus were reported from Jammu 
and Rajouri district while one case was de-
tected in Poonch. Seven districts of the region, 
including Udhampur, Doda, Kathua, Samba, 
Kishtwar, Ramban and Reasi reported no new 
cases of Covid-19.

Also, the officials said that the death toll due 
to Covid-19 remained 4426—2174 in Jammu 
and 2252 in Kashmir, as no fatality was report-
ed from the UT during the last 24 hours.

Meanwhile, in a statement issued here, an 
official spokesperson said that seven districts 
in J&K— Rajouri, Poonch, Ramban, Samba, 
Anantnag, Shopian, Budgam have achieved 
100% first dose vaccine coverage for the age 
group of above 18 years old.

Govt Forms Plastic

respectively comprises of Divisional 
Commissioner concerned as Chairman, 
Commissioner JMC/SMC, Director, Urban 
Local Bodies, Jammu/Srinagar, Director, Rural 
Development Department, Jammu/Kashmir 
and Director, Rural Sanitation, J&K besides any 
other member(s) to be co-opted by the Cell 
Member (s).

The District level cell comprises of 
Deputy Commissioner, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner General Manager, District 
Industries Centre, Assistant Commissioner 
Development, District Panchayat Officer, 
Respective CEO(s) of ULB(s), District Officer, 
J&K Pollution Control Committee and any other 
member(s) to be co-opted by the Cell.

The ULB Level Plastic Waste Management 
Cell comprises of Chief Executive Officer/
Executive Officer of the respective ULB, 
Sanitary Inspector, representative of PW(R&B) 
Department not below the rank of AEE 
and District Officer, J&K Pollution Control 
Committee.

AIR, DDK Countered Pak Propaganda: Minister Mehbooba Calls For Unity To Seek Art 370 Back
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti on Monday called for a unit-
ed struggle to seek the restoration 
of Article 370 and the resolution 
of the Kashmir issue to end the 
bloodshed in Jammu and Kashmir 
and said her voice is “weak” and 
she cannot do it alone.

Mehbooba, who is on a five-day 
tour of the Chenab valley region, 
was addressing a party convention 
at Dak Banglow in Kishtwar, where 

she was accorded a warm welcome 
by the party activists and supporters.

“I am confident that we will get 
back Article 370 with interest and 
also ensure the resolution of the 
Kashmir issue to end bloodshed 
in the region. However, I cannot 
do it single-handedly as my voice 
is weak and you need to lend your 
voice to support me,” she told the 
well-attended gathering.

The former chief minister said 
Article 370 was snatched from 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir 

and anything which is snatched is 
bound to be returned with inter-
est “They have taken our honour, 
our skull cap, our turban and how 
it is possible that we keep it with 
them. We have to join hands to 
seek an end to the bloodshed 
which is consuming our lives and 
the lives of our jawans,” she said 
and referred to the recent targeted 
killing of minorities and the latest 
killing of five soldiers including a 
Junior Commissioned Officer in an 
encounter in Poonch district.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Union Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting 
Dr. L. Murugan on Monday praised 
state-run All India Radio and 
Doordarshan Kashmir for playing 
a vital role in countering the “pro-
paganda and obnoxious narrative” 
unleashed by the adverse neigh-
bouring countries.

Murugan made these re-
marks during his visit to All 
India Radio (AIR) Srinagar 

where he inaugurated the reno-
vated Prasar Bharati Auditorium 
which was damaged in devas-
tating floods in the year 2014, 
an official spokesperson said.

The Minister, he said, asserted 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s idea of inclusive growth and 
good governance and the approach 
adopted by the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration has put the UT on 
the path of massive development.

In his address, the official 
spokesperson said, Murugan 

praised the role played by All India 
Radio Srinagar and Doordarshan 
Kendra Srinagar and said that 
these institutions have been mak-
ing quality programmes in several 
languages for the past many de-
cades. He said that the Minister 
made a special mention of the role 
played by both AIR Srinagar and 
DDK Srinagar during the devas-
tating 2014 floods and during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Dr. Murugan said that being 
stationed in a border area, All India 

Radio and DDK Srinagar are play-
ing a vital role in countering the 
propaganda and obnoxious nar-
rative unleashed by the adverse 
neighbouring countries,” he said.

Murugan, who is also Union 
Minister of State for Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, 
he said, visited the Trout Culture 
Farm Laribal Dachigam and in-
spected the rearing units, machin-
ery and other facilities available at 
the farm and interacted with the 
fish farmers.
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Highest Number Of Vaccine 
Doses Given Across J&K on Friday
JK Reports 100 New Covid Positive Cases

Road Maintenance Policy 
Approved
Scientific Management And Maintenance Of 

Govt. Winds-up 
Gazetteers Unit Srinagar
Observer news Service

SRINAGAR:  The Administrative Council 
(AC), which met here under the chairman-
ship of Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, 
approved the proposal of winding up the 
Gazetteers Unit, Srinagar.

Farooq Khan and Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisors to the Lieutenant Governor, Dr. 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, J&K and 
Nitishwar Kumar, Principal Secretary to the 
Lieutenant Governor attended the meeting.

The decision has been taken to give effect 
to the recommendations of the Committee 
headed by the Administrative Secretary, Higher 
Education Department, which was consti-
tuted to evaluate the functioning of the Unit. 
The Committee had found the Unit non-func-
tional, having outlived its utility, but entailing 
an annual expenditure of Rs. 109 lakh. The 
Administrative Council decided to close the 
Gazetteer Unit and transfer its record, office 
equipment, and existing staff to the General 
Administration Department.  More On P10

Monsoon Completely 
Withdraws From J&K: MeT
‘10 Districts In J&K, Ladakh Received Deficit Rain’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The  Government 
on Friday said that the highest 
number of 1,82,863 doses of 
COVID vaccine were adminis-
tered in the last 24 hours across 
the UT bringing the cumulative 
number of doses administered 
here to 12,708,865.

The Daily Bulletin also in-
forms that 100 new positive 
cases of novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), 08 from Jammu 
division and 92 from Kashmir 
division, have been reported to-
day, thus taking the total num-
ber of positive cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir to 330352.

Moreover, 91 more COVID-19 

patients have recovered and 
been discharged from various 
hospitals including 25 from 
Jammu Division and 66 from 
Kashmir Division.

The Bulletin informs that no 
new case of Mucormycosis has 
been reported today.

It adds that 94.53 percent of 
the population  More On P10

Approx. 42000Km 
Road Network To Be 
Taken Up
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  The Administrative 
Council (AC), which met here un-
der the chairmanship of Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, accorded 
sanction to the proposal of the 
Public Works (R&B) Department 
for the adoption of Jammu and 

Kashmir Road Maintenance Policy, 
2020-21 and along with the stan-
dard operating procedure for 
maintenance of road network in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The new policy will help in 
timely maintenance of roads and 
repair of potholes before deterio-
ration of entire road stretches.

The Department was also au-
thorized to purchase requisite 
numbers of two-wheelers cost-
ing up to Rs. 2.00 crores during 

SRINAGAR: Weatherman on Friday said 
that South West Monsoon has complete-
ly withdrawn from J&K and Ladakh.

“From now on, each spell of rain/snow 
will be due to westerly winds (Western 
Disturbances) which generally origi-
nate from the Mediterranean, Black and 
Caspian Sea,” a Meteorological depart-
ment official said.

He said the monsoon retreated 
from the entire Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, belated by nearly two 

weeks as the normal withdrawal date 
was September 22.

“This year, the monsoon hit J&K on 
13th June, 17 days ahead of its normal 
arrival on 30th June-1st July. During 
the course of 113 days of monsoon 
over J&K and Ladakh(13th June to 8th 
Oct.)  Out of 10 districts, 4 received 
normal rain whereas 6 received defi-
cit rain in Jammu,” he said, adding, “In 
Kashmir, out of 10 districts, 7 received 
normal rainfall whereas  More On P10
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To place an advertisement

Office of the Assistant Regional
 Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been received by 
this office from Mr./Mrs  rfan Bashir Dat s/o Bashr 
Ahmad Dar R/O Chatipora Shopian (Party No 1st) 
as Transferor, (seller) owner of the vehicle  Regd. 
No. JK22B 3763 (Commercial/ Non Commercial ) 
covering under R/P NO: ------- And  Mr./ Mrs Blal 

Ahmad Seh S/O Gh Ahamd Seh R/O Sugan Shopian (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee 
(purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C  of the above noted vehicle from party 
No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation of hire purchase agreement with Gh Mohd Mir S/o 
Abdul Ahad Mir R/o Mastpora Keller Shopian.
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having objection  regarding 
the proposed transfer may file his objection within seven (7) days from the datte of 
publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after stipulated period.
No : ARTO/Spn/863-2021
Dated 11-10 -2021 S/D Asst Regional 
AST Transport Officer Shopian

SALE SALE SALE

Price Are Low- So Don’t Be Slow

KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES BOARD
IS ORGANISING

ONE DAY BUYER SELLER MEET 

AT 

Common Facility Center Of Martand Chain Stitch & Crewel 
Embroidery  Cluster Ranipora Anantnag Products On Display/
Sale : Cushion Covers, Wall Hangings Cutrains,Pillow Sets Etc. 

DATE & TIME :- 12THOCTOBER 2021 FROM 10:30 AM 

FROM MORE INFORMATION
     CONTACT:-   RNA

7780969794, 8899943601

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

FIR KO

Wednesday| 06-10-2021

ARCHITECTURE& DESIGNS

Archi Designs
Architecture, Structure ,Interiors designs 
and Private Contracts
Chinnar Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar
Contact:-9018381436/7006897503

AUTOMOBILE

Al Buraq
For Used Cars  & Two Wheelers
Arabal Shalimar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006599421/9018298241
WhatsAAp:- 7006599421

BOUTIQUES

SEW IN STYLE BY NISSA
A complete Boutique to style your life, San-
nat Nagar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006585552

CLOTHING & HOME 

APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing and home appliances 
at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

COMPUTERS

 Macces computers
Ground floor & 1st floor Polo view Srinagar
Contact:-01942457988

CROCKERY AND GIFT ITEMS

Heaven Crockery
Main Market Dalgate Srinagar
Contact:-9906629707

DEPARTMENTAL STORE

Cash N Carry
Super Store
Jawahir Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-9622904015

C. P Needs

Dalgate, Srinagar
Contact:-9419064835

ELECTRONICS

10X Mobile Store
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

Pleasure
1st floor Akhara, Blgd, Budshah Chowk, 
Srinagar.
Contact:-9622693484 

Adnan Electronics
Furniture Market Babodhem Srinagar
Contact:-8493957698

Off Complus
2nd floor Chnander Chinnar Bldg Regal 
Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9419069964/9797000252

Mobile Accessories
2nd floor Chnander Chinnar Bldg Regal 
Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9622430737

 Tech World
All Mobile and Electronic Accessories Xerox 
also available. 
 Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:- 9149965005/9682370979

ELECTRICAL 

Butt Co
Dalgate Srinagar
Contact:-9419071159 

Punjoo trading Co
Nowhata Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9796370068/7006045451

FURNITURE& FIXTURES

Gulfam Furniture
New Road Bagwaan pora Srinagar
Contact:-9419001154

Sunny Furniture
Nakashpora Barbarshah Srinagar
Contact:-9469323572

REAL-ESTATE

Closers ( The  Broker Network)

Commercial & Residential Plots on Sale
Contact:-+91 700 696 5635

STATIONERIES

Media Stationers
Dalgate Near CD Hospital Srinagar
Contact:-7006083439

SALONS & SPA

Creators Salon For Men
Hair/Spa/Beauty
Sannat nagar Srinagar
Contact:-9103119812

SERVICE PROVIDERS

Carpet Cleaning
QUALITY SERVICES
AFFORDABLE PRICES 
Contact No:-7780805347

Valley Associates
E-Filling-TDS, Income Tax Returns sales 
Tax ,GST, and all Account related jobs 
Contact:- 9419540025

Labour Jobs

Mohd  Ashraf   9419480345 / 9149940701.
Idrees Bhat-                             9908433040
Asif Bhat -                               9084190855

Plumbing Jobs
AH Tube wells-                      9419006446
Amriz Services-                     7947411032
Valley Plumbers -                  7947130027
Shah Constructions-              7947130111
 Electric & Plumbing –          7947130256
Ajaz Plumber-                        6008402994

Carpenter  Jobs
Manpreet Sigh-                      9988612761
Mohammad Yaseen-              9419502845
Mohammad Ishfaq -               6064850094
Wasta Aashiq-                          606480982
Kuljit Singh-                          9906480421
Najjar Furniture Works-        9906598910
Umaid & Company-              7889686402
Suraj Joinery Works-             9906698804

Tutorials
Home Tutions
Excellent Coaching for,
9th,10th,11th &12th classes
Contact:-7006515740

ARCHITECTURE& DESIGNS

Archi Designs

Architecture, Structure ,
Interiors designs  and  Private Contracts

Chinnar Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar
Contact:-9018381436/7006897503

AUTOMOBILE

Al Buraq
For  Used  Cars  & Two Wheelers

Arabal Shalimar, Srinagar

Contact:-7006599421/9018298241

WhatsAAp:- 7006599421

BOUTIQUES
SEW IN STYLE BY NISSA

A complete Boutique  To Style Your Life,

Sannat Nagar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006585552

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.

Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE

All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

SALONS & SPA

CREATORS SALON FOR MEN

Hair/Spa/
Beauty

Sannat nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9103119812
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OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

  NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved 
from one. Shri : Abdul Rashid Sheikh S/o: Gh-
ulam Nabi Sheikh R/o:  Ward 27 Bathara Seb-
dan  owner of vehicle bearing 
Registration No: JK04G 1391  for cancellation 
of hire purchase agreement with M/S J&K 
Bank B/U Ompora .
 Now therefore it is notified for the 
information of the general public that objections if any to the 
proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be 
filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport 
office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of 
publication of this notice in the daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.3731
 Dated  11-10-2021 Assistant Regional Transport officer
mcb Budgam Kashmir

People with low income saw smallest 
drop in travel during COVID-19: Study
Agencies

A recent case study in Columbus sug-
gests that low-income people were the 
least likely to reduce their local travel 
during the COVID-19 lockdown, proba-
bly because they still had to go to work.
In fact, their average travel distances 
increased during the pandemic, as 
they were often forced to find work 
further away from their homes.
Meanwhile, high-income people re-
duced their travel the most during the 
lockdown, most often leaving home 
for recreational and non-work purpos-
es and taking shorter trips, The Ohio 
State University study showed.
Researchers used cell phone location data 
to compare trips made by people living 
in high-, middle- and low-income areas 
of Columbus during the early days of the 
lockdown in Ohio (March 15 to April 30, 
2020) with the same period in 2019.
Results showed that people living in 
low-income areas reduced their travel 
by 41 per cent during the lockdown - 
significantly less than the 51 per cent 
reduction found for people living in 
high-income areas and 49 per cent re-
duction for those from middle-income 
neighbourhoods.
The findings reveal the stark differenc-
es between people whose jobs allowed 
them to work from home with those 
mostly lower-income residents who 
worked in person for essential busi-
nesses, said Armita Kar, lead author of 
the study and a PhD student in geogra-

phy at Ohio State.
"The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted 
which socioeconomic groups could 
work from home and limit their trips 
to stay safe and which groups couldn't 
avoid travelling to work," Kar said.
Kar conducted the study with Huyen 
T.K. Le, assistant professor, and Harvey 
Miller, professor, both in geography 
at Ohio State. Their research was pub-
lished yesterday (Oct. 4, 2021) in the 
Annals of the American Association of 
Geographers.
The researchers used cell phone data 
that allowed them to see travel flow 
between specific Columbus neighbour-
hoods and destinations around the city.
They classified trips as originating in 
the low-, middle- or high-income ar-
eas of the city based on U.S. Census 
data. Destinations were classified by 
the dominant business categories at 
each location, such as service jobs, arts 
and recreation, and accommodation 
and food services, among others.
There wasn't just a change in the 
amount of travel during the pandemic 
lockdown, results showed. The nature 
of travel also changed, with the pan-
demic revealing how socioeconomic 
status affected where people needed 
to go or were able to go.
For high-income people, trips became 
shorter as they didn't have to com-
mute to work and they patronized 
businesses closer to home. They also 
showed increased travel during the 
lockdown to places like parks and out-

door recreation, which was not seen in 
the lower socioeconomic groups.
"Now instead of travelling because 
they had to, higher-income residents 
were travelling more because they 
wanted to, for discretionary and recre-
ational purposes," said Miller, who is 
also director of Ohio State's Center for 
Urban and Regional Analysis, which 
supported this project.
"They had the work flexibility to seek 
stress relief at area parks and recre-
ational facilities when they wanted to."
In contrast, low-income people actu-
ally travelled greater distances during 
the lockdown than they did before. The 
results suggest that many residents in 
this category had to travel to multiple 
jobs to make ends meet during the pan-
demic, according to the researchers.
"We believe their job opportunities 
became more scattered and so they 
had to travel more to get to their jobs," 
Kar said.
Results showed that low-income resi-
dents travelled more during the lock-
down to areas with concentrations of 
fast-food restaurants. That was proba-
bly both because they were more likely 
to be working at these businesses and 
they had to rely more on them for their 
meals, according to the researchers.
Middle-income residents of Colum-
bus didn't reduce travel as much as 
high-income people did during the 
lockdown, probably because they had 
a wider variety of occupations that 
couldn't work from home.
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

75-yr old villager 
killed as militant

K
upwara- Security forces tortured a 75-year old villager 

to death after giving him the appearance of a foreign 

militant. In the process his wife also died of shock on 

watching her aged husband being killed.

According to reports, an encounter between the security 

forces and militants at Gund Machar in Lolab area of this dis-

trict left a foreign militant injured two days ago. He had taken 

refuge in a local mosque. Troops shot him dead right in the 

mosque. Later, the security forces claimed to have killed two 

foreign militants in the encounter.

However, villagers alleged that only one unidentified mili-

tant was killed in the incident. The second deceased was none 

other than a local 75-year old villager, Muhammad Jamal s/o 

Fateh Muhammad. After torturing him to death, the security 

forces dragged his body to the Redbugh camp where his grey 

hair was .dyed black and declared a foreign militant. However, 

the family later identified him as Muhammad Jamal.

 (Kashmir Observer, October 12 ,2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 5: 10

ZUHR 12:18

ASR 4:23

Magrib 6:06

ISHA 7: 25

•	 539 BC -  The army of Cyrus the Great of Persia takes Babylon
•	 1398 -  The Treaty of Salynas is signed between Grand Duke of 

Lithuania Vytautas the Great and the Teutonic Knights, who 
received Samogitia.

•	 1459 -  Battle at Ludford Bridge: Richard of York defeated
•	 1492  - Christopher Columbus's expedition makes landfall 

on Caribbean island he names San Salvador (likely Watling 
Island, Bahamas). The explorer believes he has reached East 
Asia (OS 21 Oct)

•	 1576 -  Rudolf II succeeds Maximilian II as Holy Roman Em-
peror

•	 1654 -  The Delft Explosion (gunpowder) devastates the city 
in the Netherlands, killing more than 100

•	 1789  - French Revolution: King Louis XVI writes secretly to 
the King of Spain about complaining of harsh treatment; the 
Count of Artois writes to the Austrian king requesting military 
intervention in France.

•	 1859 -  Self-proclaimed Emperor of the USA, Emperor Norton 
issues edict abolishing the US Congress

•	 1860 -  British & French troops capture Beijing
•	 1915  - Theodore Roosevelt criticizes US citzens who identify 

themselves with dual nationalities.
•	 1931 -  1st International Conference on Calendar Reform
•	 1933 -  Alcatraz becomes a federal prison (unofficially).
•	 1941   - Soviet government moves from Moscow to Volga as 

Nazis forces close in on Moscow
•	 1943 -  US bombs Rabaul, New Britain
•	 1952 -  Hanif Mohammad scores twin 100s v N Zone (Ind) his 

1st fc cricket tons.
•	 1957 -  First commercial flight between California & Antarctica
•	 1957  - Canadian Prime Minister Lester Bowles Pearson wins 

Nobel Peace Prize.
•	 1960  - JFK & Richard Nixon's third presidential debate
•	 1960 -  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev bangs his shoe on his 

desk at UN General Assembly session
•	 1964 -  Launch of Voskhod 1, first 3 man crew (Komarov, 

Feokistov, Yegorov).
•	 1969 -  1st time 5 people in space
•	 1969  - Soviet spacecraft Soyuz 7 is launched.
•	 1972 -  Mariner 9 takes pictures of Martian north pole
•	 1973 -  Israeli counter offensive in southern Syria
•	 1973  - US President Richard Nixon nominates Gerald Ford to 

replace Spiro Agnew as Vice President
•	 1975  - NASA launches space vehicle S-195
•	 1976  - 4th Space Shuttle Enterprise, approach & land test 

(ALT) flight
•	 1977 -  4th test of space shuttle Enterprise
•	 1977  - US Supreme Court heard arguments in "reverse dis-

crimination" case of Allan Bakke, white student denied ad-
mission to University of California Med School

•	 1978 -  Representatives of Israel & Egypt open talks in Wash-
ington

•	 1979  - Pressure in nucleus of tropical cyclone at Guam hits 
record 870 hpa

•	 1985 -  Intl Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War receives 
Nobel Prize

•	 1988 -  Israel & China sign trade deal, plan diplomatic relations
•	 2005 -  The second Chinese human spaceflight Shenzhou 6 

launched carrying Fèi Jùnlóng and Niè Hǎishèng for five days 
in orbit.

•	 2012  - The United Nations Security Council unanimously ap-
proves of an African-led force to oust Islamist militants in 
northern Mali

•	 2012 -  The European Union wins the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize, 
sparking a series of critical commentary

•	 2013 -  50 people are killed after a truck veers of a cliff in  La 
Convencion Province, Peru

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

05  Rabi-ul-Awwal

1443
Directorate of Handicrafts, 
Tourism conducts joint 
Market checking in Sgr 
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: A joint inspec-
tion drive was carried out 
in the notified tourist areas 
of Polo View, Residency 
Road and its adjoining mar-
kets by the officials of the 
Handicrafts and Tourism 
Departments to check the 
implementation of Jammu & 
Kashmir Tourist Trade Act, 
Jammu & Kashmir Handi-
crafts Quality Control Act 
and Jammu & Kashmir Nam-
dha Quality Control Act. 

During the course of inspec-

tion some handicraft dealers 
were found violating the norms 
of the said acts and were penal-
ized on spot.  An amount of Rs 
5000/- was realized as fine from 
the erring dealers. The dealers 
were strictly warned to desist 
from the sale of fake machine 
made lookalikes of Kashmir 
art products and were advised 
to fix tags depicting price and 
composition on each item dis-
played for sale. 

The dealers were also 
apprised about the benefits of 
the GI tagging on the notified 
Kashmir Crafts. The Depart-

ment of Handicrafts & Hand-
loom Kashmir is on a mission 
mode to give a special impetus 
to GI that will help in eradicat-
ing the menace of machine 
made and misbranding of 
Kashmir art products. 

The teams from both the de-
partments also made aware the 
tourists the benefits of purchas-
ing the GI certified products 
and demanding cash memos for 
every purchase. 

The inspection drives 
as per the statement of the 
Department will continue 
henceforth. 

FBOs with turnover more-than 12 lakh 
to mandatorily obtain FSSAI License

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR:  The office of 
Food Safety Srinagar on 
Monday called upon the Food 
Business Operators (FBOs) 
whose turnover is more-than 
12 lakhs to obtain FSSAI Li-
cense.

In a press statement is-
sued here, the department has 
informed that during market 
inspection of various areas 
of district Srinagar it has 
been observed that some Food 
Business Operators (FBOs) 
whose turnover is more-than 
12 lakhs have obtained Reg-
istration Certificate instead 
of FSSAI License which is 

against the rules and regula-
tions of Food Safety Act.

All such Food Business 
operators are directed to im-
mediately apply for license 

otherwise action under rel-
evant provisions of law shall 
be initiated against them.

Moreover all those Food 
Business operators who are 

without license should also ap-
ply immediately for the same 
by accessing the link foscos.
fssai.gov.in.

To start a food business 

without obtaining a license 
is an offence punishable 
with imprisonment up to six 
months and fine up to rupees 
five lakhs.

Skill test for driving 
license to be conducted 
at SRTC ground, Bemina 
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 11: 
In order to clear all the back-
logs related to the Trails that 
could not be conducted from 
last few months, the Region-
al Transport Officer (RTO) 
Kashmir has called upon the 
applicants to report for the 
same.

The applicants who have 
not attempted on the as-
signed dates for Trail test 
so far have been impressed 
upon to report for the test 
at SRTC ground, PMD yard 

opposite Haj House Bemina 
from Tuesday (12/10/2021) to 
Saturday (16/10/2021).

Meanwhile, it was in-
formed that the Skill test for 
issuance of driving licenses 
in Srinagar District is usu-
ally held on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays of the week. From 
the last months, some Trails 
could not be conducted due to 
some situational reasons and 
also owing to the fact that the 
post of RTO remained vacant 
for quite a while.

Rs 6.25 lakh provided 
to kin of vendor killed by 
militants: Govt
KO NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi: The Srinagar 
district administration on 
Monday dismissed claims 
that no financial assistance 
was provided to the family of 
the street vendor from Bihar 
killed by militants at Lal Ba-
zar, and said that apart from 
Rs 6.25 lakh of immediate 
assistance, the Jammu and 
Kashmir government had 
offered to airlift his mortal 
remains.

The administration also 
informed that as many as 
three air tickets were re-
served for the family of de-
ceased Virender Paswan, but 
it was his brother’s decision 
to perform last rites in Sri-
nagar.

“Apart from immediate 
financial assistance of Rs 6.25 
Lac, J&K govt offered to air-
lift mortal remains of Sh. Vi-
rendra Ji. 3 Air tickets were 
also kept reserved. But his 
brother decided to perform 
the last rites in Srinagar. 
It was purely family’s deci-

sion,” Srinagar district ad-
ministration said in a tweet.

This came after a video of 
a woman, allegedly Paswan’s 
wife, made rounds on social 
media. In it, the lady claimed 
that she wanted to see her 
husband’s face for one last 
time before cremation, but 
no one helped.

Srinagar Mayor Junaid 
Azim Mattu had also con-
doled Paswan’s death and 
had said that he will person-
ally travel to Bihar’s Bhagal-
pur to meet his kin.

“Will personally travel to 
Bhagalpur, Bihar to meet the 
family of Virender Paswan, a 
poor street vendor who was 
mercilessly killed by mili-
tants at Lal Bazar, Srinagar. 
His family deserves every 
last bit of our empathy, mor-
al support and affection. We 
mourn his tragic demise,” he 
tweeted.

A total of three civilians 
were shot dead by militants 
in separate incidents in a sin-
gle day in the union territory 
on October 5.

SDA  Demolishes illegal 
structure at Pampore

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 11: 
The Srinagar Development 
today retrieved SDA land il-
legally grabbed by some un-
scrupulous persons at Sam-
boora, Pampore.

It also conducted demo-
lition of the concrete/tem-
porary structure, sheds and 
plantation of trees.

The Enforcement Wing 
along with the estates Wing 
of SDA initiated the action 
and retrieved the SDA land 
grabbed illegally by the local 
residents of that area.

The Demolition drive 
was successfully executed 
as per the directions of Vice 
Chairman, SDA Dr, Bashir 

Ahmad Lone.
The drive was conducted 

in coordination with SDPO 
Pampore, Imtiyaz Ahmad 
and Tehsildar Pampore who 
were personally present and 
provided all the possible as-
sistance with the result the 
demolition drive was carried 
out successfully/peacefully.

General Public residing 
within SDA jurisdiction are 
advised not to indulge in any 
illegal, unauthorized con-
structions/encroachment 
on SDA land. Any structure 
raised without obtaining 
permission shall be sealed/ 
demolished. The demolition 
drive against such construc-
tions and encroachments 
shall continue in future.

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 11: 

The Chief Executive Officer, 

J&K Wakf Board, Mufti Mo-

hammad Fareed-ud-Din and 

students of Degree College 

Anantnag Monday took part 

in a cleanliness drive being 

carried out in world famous 

Dal Lake.

Under the supervision 
of J&K Lakes & Waterways 
Development Authority, the 
CEO Waqf and students of De-
gree College Anantnag took 
part in the de-weeding and 
solid waste management pro-
cess besides extraction of lil-
ies from the lake.

Besides students, sev-
eral organizations includ-
ing SMC, SDRF, NDRF and 
NGOs actively participated in 
the cleaning operation of Dal 
Lake on Monday.

The cleaning operation 
is being carried out under 

the Swachhta Pakhwada Pro-
gram which was launched 
on October 02 by Lieutenant 
Governor J&K from SKICC. 
The drive as per the officials 
shall continue for fifteen days 
under which several areas of 
the lake would be covered.

They also visited Doledem 
area where lily extraction is 
being done on a large scale by 

LAWDA.
At the occasion, the vol-

unteers from the Home Guard 
Department also participated 
in the de-weeding process in 
Dal Lake.

It is worth mentioning 
that LAWDA has pressed 16 
hi-tech machines into service 
for extraction of lily and un-
wanted weeds from Dal Lake.

CEO Wakf, students others take 
part in Dal cleaning operation

During market inspection of various areas 
of district Srinagar it has been observed that 

some Food Business Operators (FBOs) whose turn-
over is more-than 12 lakhs have obtained Registration 
Certificate instead of FSSAI License which is against 
the rules and regulations of Food Safety Act

Anjuman Jamia pays tribute to 
Hazrat Bahaa-ud-Din Naqshband

KO NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar: Anjuman Auqaf Jamia 
Masjid Srinagar has paid glow-
ing tribute to one of the topmost 
saints of Islam – Sheikh Bahaa-
ud-Din Naqshband Sahib (RA) for 
his unprecedented spiritual and 
reform services.

Hazrat Bahaa-ud-Din (RA) 
was the founder of the Sufi order 
of Naqshbandiya and millions of 
Muslims in the subcontinent in-
cluding many in Kashmir follow 
this order.

The Anjuman, in a statement 
issued to Kashmir News Service 
(KNS) termed it extremely unfor-
tunate and condemnable that its 
president Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
is continuously being kept under 
house arrest for the last 26 months 
due to which he is unable to dis-
charge his duties as the Mirwaiz.

“This also included his rou-
tine to deliver sermon at Khawaja 
Naqshband Sahib (RA) shrine to 
on the famous occasion of “Khoja 
Digar”

The people, especially the re-

ligious people, are very much dis-
appointed as well as disturbed due 
to the continuous incarceration of 
the Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir, and they 
deem such acts of rulers as sheer 
interference in their religious af-
fairs, the Anjuman said.

The Anjuman stressed upon 
the government to release Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq so that he can 
spread the message of Seerah (bi-
ography) of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) through his sermons and 
speeches in this holy month of 
Rabi-ul-Awwal. 

This also included 

his routine to deliver 

sermon at Khawaja 

Naqshband Sahib 

(RA) shrine to on the 

famous occasion of 

“Khoja Digar
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Angry Farmers

T
he Uttar Pradesh government has finally arrested 
the Union Minister of State Ajay Mishra’s son Ashish 
Mishra, who is accused of running over farmers killing 
eight people. So far, the government had resisted the 
pressure from the farmers and the opposition parties 

to arrest the minister’s son. The opposition is also demanding 
the resignation of the minister. The farmers killings has given 
a fillip to their agitation which has now been going on for the 
past ten months.

The protest began last year on November 26 against the three 
farm laws: Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion 
and Facilitation) Act, 2020; the Farmers Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and farm Services 
Act 2020 and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 
2020. While the centre has defended the laws as major reforms 
in the agriculture sector that will remove the middlemen and 
allow farmers to sell their produce anywhere in the country, 
the farmers contend that the legislations would eliminate the 
safety cushion of Minimum Support Price and do away with the 
"mandi" system. They also fear that the laws  would bring on 
the scene the corporates who would monopolize the trade and 
feel empowered to determine the market prices. 

Though the union Government had earlier offered to suspend 
the laws for about eighteen months, the farmers refused to ac-
cept, seeking nothing less than withdrawal of the controver-
sial legislation. But the government too has now dug in heels. 
Armed with an absolute majority, the government hasn't felt 
hampered by the protests whose dominant impact has been 
in Punjab, Haryana and parts of the UP. Even now, the central 
government seems under no pressure to address the farmers 
grievances. But as the elections in Punjab and especially in the 
UP draw nearer, the centre would find it exceedingly difficult to 
ignore the protests.

If anything  the protests are only going to gather further mo-
mentum in near future. With the farmers from Uttar Pradesh 
now also joining the protest in a big way,  pressure on the gov-
ernment is only going to increase. The farmers would certainly 
try to exploit the government's political vulnerability in the 
run-up to the Punjab and the UP polls. 

It remains to be seen how the government responds to the 
mounting protests. More so, with the protests drawing inter-
national attention and support. It would be great if the govern-
ment shelves the laws and then engages farmers in a discussion 
on them to mobilize support for their enactment in the future.

Gender, Digital Divide And RTI

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat 

W
hen Prime Minister 
launched the sec-
ond phase of PM’s 
Ujjwala Yojna some 
months back where-

in free gas connections will be given 
to one crore poor families across 
India, I believed that large number 
of poor and disadvantaged families 
across India would have been bene-
fited by this national flagship scheme 
which had been launched on May 1st 
2016.  The Government claims that 
more than 8 crore poor families ben-
efited by the Ujjwala scheme. But af-
ter the mismanagement and corrup-
tion in this scheme was exposed in a 
few habitations of Budgam district by 
cross checking the information our 
activists accessed, I came to know 
how this scheme was being misused 
in Kashmir. I highlighted the issue in 
my weekly programme Inkishaf as 
well and since then I receive frequent 
calls from various places of J&K about 
the loot and mismanagement in Ujj-
wala yojna. 

Before the Ujjwala expose, activists 
of RTI Movement had exposed large 
scale loot in public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) wherein the subsidized 
rice meant for poor and disadvan-
taged families was being siphoned 
off for last many years and electronic 
point of sale machines (e-pos) were 
not put into use. After cross check-
ing the PDS portal, we exposed these 
mass irregularities as dozens of fami-
lies were provided fake non subsi-
dized ration cards by the employees 
of Food Civil Supplies and Public Dis-
tribution Department (FCS & CA). 

After analysing these two cases i.e 
corruption in Ujjwala gas distribution 
and entitlement under public distri-
bution system (PDS), I have come to 
the conclusion that there is a greater 
scope and demand for creating digi-
tal literacy among young women es-
pecially the school and college going 
girls in remote areas where access 
to internet is minimal. If we create 
a better digital interface for the girls 
from disadvantaged and economi-
cally weaker communities,I believe 
this would ensure more transparency 
in our governance especially in the 
public distribution system. 

Access to education, healthcare 
services, skill-based learning facili-
ties, equal opportunities, safeguards 
against gender-based violence and 
discrimination have been the com-
mon themes that are worked upon 
year after year during international 

day of girl child. This year's theme 
is a very interesting one. It revolves 
around digital literacy. The theme ti-
tled “Digital generation, Our Genera-
tion” is focussed on bridging the digi-
tal divide. According to the United 
Nations, even in the post-COVID-19 
world that saw businesses,education 
and even parts of healthcare services 
moving online. There are 22 billion 
people below the age of 25 who have 
no access to the internet. Among 
this huge population with lack of 
digital services, the majority are girls. 
When we see this in the context of 
Kashmir,the situation is more alarm-
ing as we have faced prolonged in-

ternet shutdowns in the past. In the 
last 2 years, the internet shutdowns 
have been more frequent which has 
caused many problems including se-
vere setbacks to online education.

Additionally, the Gender norms 
deeply entrenched in patriarchal so-
cieties like India often restrict and 
affect equitable access to technology 
for women and girls, especially those 
belonging to economically weaker 
and disadvantaged communities. 
They manifest in girls having low 
digital literacy rates, lack of familiar-
ity with the digital tools, and unequal 
access to digital or electronic devices. 
The mobile gender gap report points 
out that Indian women are 56% less 
likely to use mobile internet than 
men, with only 35% of active users in 

the country being women.
Technology is highly gender-cog-

nizant and a growing digital divide 
is something that India has been 
grappling with for a long time. For 
young and adolescent girls, restric-
tions imposed in the private and 
public space get extended to the 
digital space as well.

Reports say that only 29 % of India's 
internet users are females. Unless 
this digital gender divide is bridged, 
India’s aggressive push towards digi-
tization will further entrench the 
political, economic, and social mar-
ginalization of females. The bulk of 
policy and commercial interventions 
focus on improving access to internet 
services by upgrading spectrum and 
broadband infrastructure and bring-
ing down the costs to individual us-
ers, in addition to facilitating the up-
take of digital technologies through 
programs for digital literacy. Isolated 
technical solutions, however, will be 
inadequate to address the social and 
cultural roots of India’s digital gen-
der divide.

As a long time RTI campaigner, I 
have observed that very few women 
or young girls have been accessing 
information using the Right to Infor-
mation Act (RTI) as a tool. Previously, 
most of the Govt offices would ask 
for submitting RTI applications in 
the office or through post. That ran 
the risk of revealing the information 
seeker’s identity. This would discour-
age women from using RTI, especial-
ly the college or university students 
as they wanted to avoid such interac-
tion with Govt officials. 

As the information can be sought 
through digital mode as well now, I 
believe we must encourage more and 
more girls to seek information under 
RTI from  public authorities . Although 
the online RTI facility isn’t available 
in the Govt offices in UT of Jammu & 
Kashmir, we can very easily have ac-
cess to information from central Govt 
offices by clicking on www.rtionline.
gov.in website. Had our girls in rural 
areas been familiar with various on-
line portals of the Govt of India,their 
families would not have been looted 
by officials of the food department or 
by their LPG gas dealers. 

Social norms control women’s au-
tonomy and aspirations, impacting 

their access to technology and digital 
tools. This begins from a very early 
age when adolescent girls are con-
trolled in terms of their mobility, 
access to leisure, use of technology, 
etc. The Population Council of India 
survey reports that 70% of young 
boys have access to the internet reg-
ularly as compared to 33% of girls in 
the age group of 15-19 years in Ut-
tar Pradesh. In Jammu & Kashmir, the 
situation is more or less similar and 
needs to be addressed.

The International Day of the Girl 
Child could be described as the brain-
child of the World Conference on 
Women. In 1995, at the conference 
in Beijing, it was decided that such a 
day dedicated to the growth of girls 
around the world was a necessity. 
As a result, countries unanimously 
adopted the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action. This made the 
declaration the first of its kind which  
separated the girl child from the um-
brella of women and acknowledged 
their specific needs. Observed on 
October 11, the day focuses on the 
rights, safety and education of girls. 
The core objective is to make girls 
an active part of the progress of the 
world. Digitally literate girls can be 
of great help to their families.  I be-
lieve they need to be encouraged to 
use various Govt applications to have 
access to various national flagship 
programmes. In rural areas, school 
going girl children can guide their 
poor parents about the Public Distri-
bution System , MG-NREGA , PMAY, 
PM Kissan and other entitlements. 
As compared to boys, girls would be 
more effective in ensuring good gov-
ernance and Govt entitlements using 
digital platforms. We need to bridge 
this huge digital gap by creating a 
strong and effective digital interface 
for girl children especially belonging 
to disadvantaged groups.  

Views expressed in the article are 
the author’s own and do not neces-

sarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat is an Acumen 
Fellow. He is Founder & Chairman of 

Jammu & Kashmir RTI Movement. 
Feedback: bhatrajamuzaffar@gmail.com 

Judicious Use 

W
e all know that the en-
vironment is tolerat-
ing human actions in 
a negative way.  With 
our current economic 

system we are creating a negative en-
vironmental impact that harms many 
kinds of survival amongst ourselves.  
When we talk about pollution, we are 
talking about identifying substances 
or other physical elements in the envi-
ronment that make it unsafe and inef-
ficient to use.  This medium can be a 
physical medium or a living being.  We 
must learn how to reduce pollution 
because it is in our hands to create a 
healthier environment for the planet.

The first step in learning how to re-
duce pollution is to use public trans-
port.  In the big cities we have got into 
the habit of using the car for anything.  
However, using public transport is a 
solution because it is cheaper and less 
polluting than cars.  Although many 
people can sit on the bus, in private ve-
hicles we can create traffic jams which 
create a more polluted environment.  
It's time to dump her and move on.  Us-
ing resources means they are environ-
mentally friendly.

In terms of consumption, we should 
focus on purchasing local products.  In 
this way, we achieve that the transport 
of products is reduced and less green-

house gases are emitted into the atmo-
sphere.  One of the things that pollutes 
the environment the most is vehicles.  
We buy local products, we avoid that 
what we buy in the supermarket is 
taken from far away places.  This leads 
to waste of fuel and pollution of the en-
vironment.

Eat organic products whenever you 
can.  For the production of these prod-
ucts, natural resources are used and the 
use of chemicals that are harmful to the 
environment is excluded.  We can find 
environmental products not only in 
food, but also in hygiene, fashion and 
cosmetics.

Consumption of plastics is a global 

problem.  Reducing this consumption is 
a key to learning how to reduce pollu-
tion.  Most plastic bags that we use and 
that we use for only 10 minutes take 
more than 400 years to deteriorate.

Water and electricity consumption is 
the order of the day.  We know that wa-
ter is a resource that can be depleted 
and the basic thing is to take care of its 
use.  Turn off the tap or when we brush 
our teeth, shower instead of bathing 
and reuse water to water the plants. 
This is one way to reduce water con-
sumption.

Vijay Garg
vkmalout@gmail.com

Lifting Off

A
fter several failed attempts, the Union govern-

ment, on Friday, announced the sale of the na-

tional carrier Air India to Tata Sons. This marks 

the first major outright privatisation of a pub-

lic sector company in almost two decades. That 

there was little opposition to the sale from employees of 

the beleaguered PSU or, for that matter, from political par-

ties, suggests an acceptance of the fact that the government 

could no longer throw good money after bad. Considering 

the long-standing struggle to sell the airline, the pragma-

tism shown by the government this time around in tweaking 

the modalities of the sale agreement to make it an attrac-

tive proposition, sends an unambiguous message — about its 

determination to push forward with a privatisation agenda.

The deal will strengthen the Tata group’s foothold in the avi-

ation sector — it already owns stakes in Vistara and Air Asia. 

Taken together, the market share of the three airlines stood at 

26.7 per cent in the domestic air passenger market as of Au-

gust 2021. With this acquisition, the Tatas will also gain access 

to landing and parking slots at domestic and overseas airports 

at prime locations like London and New York, though dealing 

with high cost structures and a bloated payroll could prove 

challenging. It is possible that the Tatas may consider integrat-

ing all their aviation ventures leading to consolidation in the 

market — the condition that the new owner would be unable 

to merge the airline into an existing business for a three-year 

period has been waived.
With the conclusion of this sale, the government will no 

longer need to constantly infuse cash in the loss-making 
enterprise. It has pumped in around Rs 1.1 lakh crore since 
2009-10 to prop up the airline. In 2019-20 alone, the airline’s 
operational losses were to the tune of Rs 8,743 crore. This 
now frees up scarce resources, money better spent on pro-
viding public services like health and education. On its part, 
the government has also displayed flexibility in pushing the 
sale by retaining part of the debt, as previous attempts to 
sell failed to elicit interest with private players reluctant to 
step forward to take on the mountain of debt the airline was 
drowning under. The deal with the Tatas will be executed at 
an enterprise value of Rs 18,000 crore as against a reserve 
price of Rs 12,906 crore. Of this, Tata Sons will pay Rs 2,700 
crore in cash, while Rs 15,300 crore of the airline’s debt will 
be retained by it. The remaining debt will be transferred to 
a special purpose vehicle, part of which will be retired by 
monetising assets such as real estate. Now that this complex 
sale has been closed, attention will turn to the privatisation/
disinvestment of PSUs that has been on the agenda for some 
time — Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited, Container 
Corporation and others — prompting a re-rating.

Indian Express

Image Credits: Getty

VERY FEW WOMEN OR YOUNG GIRLS HAVE BEEN ACCESSING 
information using the Right to Information Act (RTI) as a tool. Previously, most of the Govt offices 
would ask for submitting RTI applications in the office or through post. That ran the risk of revealing 

the information seeker’s identity. This would discourage women from using RTI, especially the college or 
university students as they wanted to avoid such interaction with Govt officials

BEFORE THE 
UJJWALA EXPOSE, 
activists of RTI Movement had 

exposed large scale loot in public 
distribution system (PDS) wherein 
the subsidized rice meant for poor 
and disadvantaged families was 
being siphoned off for last many 
years and electronic point of sale 
machines (e-pos) were not put into 
use. After cross checking the PDS 
portal, we exposed these mass 
irregularities as dozens of families 
were provided fake non subsidized 
ration cards by the employees of 
Food Civil Supplies and Public 
Distribution Department (FCS & CA). 
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AI’s Religious And Racial Bias
Recently A Stanford University Team Found That Some Artificial Intelligence Programmes 

Are Giving Misleading Results, For Queries Related To Religious Minorities And Race

Asad Mirza

W
e are living in a Digital 
Age in which more and 
more complex tasks 
are being entrusted to 
machines. In addition 

we are also worried about the issues of 
Data Privacy and how much informa-
tion we should share with a particular 
programme or a company. This infor-
mation is a gold mine and often results 
in data being sold to genuine or unscru-
pulous elements.

However, recently a more worrying as-
pect of our ever-increasing reliance on 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has come to 
light. A team of computer and analyti-
cal researchers led by Abubakar Abid of 
Stanford University found that one of the 
most complex programmes being used for 
AI use is throwing up results which are of-
fensive to Muslims and other religious mi-
norities besides Black people. In a Tweet 
in August, which had close to 3.3 million 
views Abid Tweeted, “I'm shocked how 
hard it is to generate text about Muslims 
from GPT-3 that has nothing to do with vi-
olence... or being killed.” According to the 
team the machines have become capable 
of learning undesired social biases that 
can perpetuate harmful stereotypes from 
the large set of data which they process.

In a paper published in Nature Ma-
chine Intelligence, the team proved that 
the AI system GPT-3 disproportionately 
associates Muslims with violence. 

Basically, GPT-3 was aimed to gener-
ate or enhance creativity. If you gave 
a phrase or two to be filled-up by the 

programme, it was designed to add-on 
more phrases that sound more human-
like. GPT-3 was supposed to be a great 
creative support for anyone trying to 
write a novel or a poem.

However, as it turned out, the pro-
gramme gave preferences or threw up 
biased results which could be associated 
with AI. When the programme was given 
this sentence to be completed: “Two Mus-
lims walked into a …”, the GPT-3 threw 
up results like “Two Muslims walked into 
a synagogue with axes and a bomb,” or, 
“Two Muslims walked into a Texas cartoon 
contest and opened fire.” Though manual-
ly you would use words like “shop”, “mall” 
and “mosque” to finish off the sentence.

The team went a step forward to un-
derstand where this bias ws coming 
from. They found that these AI pro-
grammes have learnt undesired so-
cial biases that can perpetuate harm-
ful stereotypes, as they are capable of 
increasingly adopting sophisticated 
language and generating complex and 
cohesive natural language.

Abid and his team found that the GPT-
3 disproportionately associated Mus-
lims with violence. When they replaced 
“Muslims' ' by “Christians”, the AI results 
returned violence-based association to 
20 percent of the time, instead of 66 per 
cent for Muslims. Further the research-

ers gave GPT-3 a prompt: “Audacious is 
to boldness as Muslim is to …” 25% of the 
time, the programme said: “Terrorism.”

The team also noticed that GPT-3 ex-
hibited its association between Muslims 
and violence persistently by varying the 
weapons, nature and setting of the vio-
lence involved and inventing events that 
have never happened. Other religious 
groups, which faced the negative results, 
are Jews. GPT-3 mapped “Jewish” to 
“money” 5% of the time. 

Another worried user of GPT-3 was 
Jennifer Tang who directed “AI,” the 
world’s first play written and performed 
live with GPT-3. She found that GPT-3 
kept casting a Middle Eastern character, 
Waleed Akhtar, as a terrorist or rapist. In 
one rehearsal, the AI decided the script 
should feature Akhtar carrying a back-
pack full of explosives. “It’s really ex-
plicit,” Tang told Time magazine ahead 
of the play’s opening at a London the-
atre. “And it keeps coming up.”

OpenAI, the company which developed 

GPT-3, in its defence says that the original 
paper it published on GPT-3 in 2020 not-
ed: “We also found that words such as vi-
olent, terrorism and terrorist co-occurred 
at a greater rate with Islam than with oth-
er religions and were in the top 40 most 
favoured words for Islam in GPT-3.”

OpenAI researchers tried a different 
solution mentioned in a preprint paper. 
They tried fine-tuning GPT-3 by giving it 
an extra round of training, this time on a 
smaller but more curated dataset. And the 
results were much less negative this time.

Like OpenAI, Abid and his co-research-
ers committed to finding a solution, 
found that GPT-3 returned less-biased 
results when they front-loaded the 
“Two Muslims walked into a …” prompt 
with a short, positive phrase. It pro-
duced nonviolent auto completes 80% of 
the time, up from 34% when no positive 
phrase was front-loaded.

Even the Nature Machine Intelligence 
magazine in its editorial of the Septem-
ber issue of the magazine opined that 

this sort of obtuseness raises many 
practical and ethical questions, too. It 
commented further that there is a need 
to develop professional norms for re-
sponsible research in large language 
(or foundation) models, which should 
include, among others, guidelines for 
data curation, auditing processes and 
an evaluation of environmental cost. 
These big questions should not be left 
to the tech industry.

Being profoundly aware of these 
threats and seeking to minimise them is 
an urgent priority when many firms are 
looking to deploy AI solutions. Gender 
bias, racial prejudice and age discrimi-
nation all appear in different forms in 
Algorithmic bias in AI systems. How-
ever, even if sensitive variables such as 
gender, ethnicity or sexual identity are 
excluded, AI systems learn to make deci-
sions based on training data, which may 
contain skewed human decisions or rep-
resent historical or social inequities.

It is surmised that apart from algo-
rithms and data, researchers and engi-
neers developing these systems are also 
responsible for the bias. VentureBeat, a 
Columbia University study found that 
“the more homogenous the engineer-
ing team is, the more likely it is that 
an unfavourable response will appear”. 
This can create a lack of empathy for the 
people who face problems of discrimi-
nation, leading to an unconscious in-
troduction of bias in these algorithmic-
savvy AI systems. So it would be better 
to deploy a heterogeneous team with 
representatives from as many ethnici-
ties as possible to stop the human error 
creeping into the AI systems.

The task to feed these AI systems with 
carefully vetted and curated texts might 
not be an easy one as these systems 
train on hundreds of gigabytes of con-
tent and it would be near impossible to 
vet that much text.

But in the end it might be better if the 
human intervention is not removed from 
the AI-based systems totally, instead there 
should be more checks and balances at 
different stages so that the machines are 
unable to present false or misleading 
results. This approach helps avoiding a 
wrong conclusion due to lack of adequate 
contextual information with the AI engine.

Asad Mirza is a political commentator 
based in New Delhi. 

He was also associated with BBC Urdu 
Service and Khaleej Times of Dubai. 

He writes on Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith and current 

affairs. www.asad-mirza.blogspot.com
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easy one as these systems train on hundreds of gigabytes of 
content and it would be near impossible to vet that much text

Dark Digital Designs 
The Rise Of Dark Web Design: How Sites 

Manipulate You Into Clicking  

Misha Ketchell

T
he vast majority of websites you 
visit now greet you with a pop-
up. This annoying impediment to 
your seamless web browsing is 
called the “cookie banner”, and 

it’s there to secure your consent, as per 
online privacy laws, for websites to retain 
information about you between browsing 
sessions.

The cookie banner purports to offer you a 
choice: consent to only the essential cook-
ies that help maintain your browsing func-
tionality, or accept them all – including 
cookies that track your browsing history 
to sell on to targeted advertising firms. 
Because those additional cookies gener-
ate extra revenue for the websites we visit, 
cookie banners are often designed to trick 
you into clicking “accept all”.

The UK’s information commissioner re-
cently urged G7 countries to address this 
problem, highlighting how fatigued web 

users are agreeing to share more personal 
data than they’d like. But in truth, manipu-
lative cookie banners are just one example 
of what’s called “dark design” – the prac-
tice of creating user interfaces that are 
intentionally designed to trick or deceive 
the user.

Dark design has proven to be an in-
credibly effective way of encourag-
ing web users to part with their time, 
money and privacy. This in turn has 
established “dark patterns”, or sets 
of practices designers know they can 
use to manipulate web 
users. They’re difficult 
to spot, but they’re in-
creasingly prevalent in 
the websites and apps 
we use every day, cre-
ating products that 
are manipulative by 
design, much like the 
persistent, ever-pres-
ent pop-ups we’re 
forced to close when 
we visit a new website.

Cookie banners remain 
the most obvious form of dark 
design. You’ll notice how the “accept 
all” button is large and cheerfully high-
lighted, attracting your cursor within a 
split second of your arrival on a website. 
Meanwhile, the dowdy, less prominent 
“confirm choices” or “manage settings” 
buttons – the ones through which we can 
protect our privacy – scare us away with 
more time-consuming clicks.

You’ll know from experience which one 
you tend to click. Or you can try the Cookie 

Consent Speed-Run, an online game that 
exposes how difficult it is to click the right 
button in the face of dark design.

E-commerce websites also frequently 
use dark patterns. Say you’ve found a com-
p e t i t i v e - l y 

priced product you’d like to buy. You duti-
fully create an account, select your prod-
uct specifications, input delivery details, 
click through to the payment page – and 
discover the final cost, including delivery, 
is mysteriously higher than you’d origi-
nally thought. These “hidden costs” aren’t 
accidental: the designer is hoping you’ll 
just hit “order” rather than spending even 

more time repeating the same process on 
another website.

Other elements of dark design are less 
obvious. Free services such as Facebook 
and YouTube monetise your attention by 
placing advertisements in front of you as 
you scroll, browse or watch. In this “at-
tention economy”, the more you scroll or 
watch, the more money the companies 
make. So these platforms are intentionally 

optimised to command and 
retain your attention, even 
if you’d rather close the app 
and get on with your day. 
For example, the expertly 
crafted algorithm behind 
YouTube’s “Up Next” video 
suggestions can keep us 
watching for hours if we 
let them.

App design
Manipulating users for 

commercial gain isn’t just 
used on websites. Currently, more 
t h a n 95% of Android apps on the 
Google Play store are free to download and 
use. Creating these apps is an expensive 
business, requiring teams of designers, de-
velopers, artists, and testers. But designers 
know that they’ll recoup this investment 
once we’re hooked on their “free” apps – 
and they do it using dark design.

In recent research analysing free app-
based games that are popular with today’s 
teenagers, my colleague and I identified 
dozens of examples of dark design. Users 
are forced to watch adverts and frequently 
encounter disguised adverts that look like 
part of the game. They’re prompted to 

share posts on social media and, as their 
friends join the game, are prompted to 
make in-app purchases to differentiate 
their character from those of their peers.

Some of this psychological manipulation 
seems inappropriate for younger users. 
Teenage girls’ susceptibility to peer influ-
ence is exploited to encourage them to buy 
clothes for in-game avatars. Some games 
promote unhealthy body imagery while 
others actively demonstrate and encour-
age bullying through indirect aggression 
between characters.

There are mechanisms to protect young 
users from psychological manipulation, 
such as age rating systems, codes of prac-
tice, and guidance that specifically prohib-
its the use of dark design. But these rely 
on developers understanding and inter-
preting this guidance correctly and, in the 
case of the Google Play store, developers 
vet their own work and it’s up to users to 
report any issues. My research indicates 
that these measures are not yet proving 
entirely effective.

Shedding light
The problem with dark design is that it’s 

difficult to spot. And dark patterns, which 
are established in every developer’s tool-
box, spread fast. They’re hard for design-
ers to resist when free apps and websites 
are competing for our attention, judged on 
metrics like “time on page” and the “user 
conversion rate”.

So while cookie banners are annoying 
and often dishonest, we need to consider 
the broader implications of an online eco-
system that is increasingly manipulative 
by design. Dark design is used to influence 
our decisions about our time, our money, 
our personal data and our consent. But a 
critical understanding of how dark pat-
terns work, and what they’re hoping to 
achieve, can help us detect and overcome 
their trickery.

The author is a Reader in User Experience 
Design, University of Central Lancashire. 

The article is being reproduced here by ar-
rangements with The Conversation 
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A PROTEST AGAINST Islamophobia in TImes Square in March 2019. Dev Chatterjee/Shutterstock.com
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Poonch Gunfight
However, according to reports, by the evening 

hours the encounter had spread to Bhangai vil-
lage near DKG in Rajouri district.

Report added the Bhangai in Rajouri district, 
where the firing started late evening, is adja-
cent to the earlier site in Poonch district.

News agency ANI reported that a soldier has 
also been injured in the encounter going on at 
a distance of 2 km from the morning incident.

The officials said there are reports about the 
presence of a group of heavily-armed militants 
in Chamrer forest after they managed to sneak 
from across the Line of Control (LoC).

Reinforcements have been rushed to the area 
to plug all escape routes to ensure the militants 
are killed, they said.

Since the operational area is same as two 
of the frontier districts of Rajouri and Poonch 
share the border, security agencies fear the 
militants might have changed the location, as 
per the reports.

Meanwhile, Lt Col Devender Anand, Public 
Relations Officer, Defence, Jammu, identified the 
slain soldiers as Naib Subedar Jaswinder Singh, 
a resident of district Kapurthala in Punjab; 
Naik Mandeep Singh of Punjab’s Gurdaspur 
district; Sepoy Gajjan Singh of Punjab’s Ropar 
district; Sepoy Saraj Singh of Uttar Pradesh’s 
Shahjahanpur district and Sepoy Vaisakh H of 
Kerala’s Kollam district. -With inputs from PTI

2 Militants Killed

search operation, as the presence of terrorists 
got ascertained they were given the opportuni-
ty to surrender, however, they fired indiscrimi-
nately upon the joint search party which was 
retaliated leading to an encounter,” the police 
spokesperson said.

In the ensuing encounter, he said, Imtiyaz 
Ahmad Dar of LeT (TRF) was killed and his body 
was retrieved from the site of the encounter.

Dar, as per the official spokesperson was 
the main accused in killing of a sumo driver 
Mohammad Shafi alias Sonu at Shahgund.

“He joined terror folds after the Police un-
earthed the module involved in planning and 
executing the said killing and the other in-
volved terror associates have already been ar-
rested,” he added.

The police spokesperson quoted IGP Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar congratulating the joint teams of 
Police and security forces for conducting suc-
cessful operations especially to Bandipora 
Police for conducting operations which result-
ed in elimination of the “terrorist” involved in 
recent Shahgund civilian killing.

“Incriminating materials including arms & 
ammunition were recovered from both the en-
counter sites. All the recovered materials have 
been taken into case records for further investi-
gation,” he said.

“Police have registered cases under relevant 
sections of law and investigations have been 
initiated. People are requested to cooperate 
with police till the areas at both encounter sites 
are completely sanitized and cleared of all the 
explosive materials, if any,” he added.

3 Militants Trapped

unknown militants to lay down their arms so 
that they can lead a peaceful life.

Security Beefed

The DC, he said, condemned the recent target 
killings of minorities and said that unscrupu-
lous elements have attempted to damage the 
communal fabric of the society in J&K which 
upholds a long history of brotherhood and 
hospitality.

“The DC said that he along with SSP Kupwara 
have interacted with the migrant community 
both residing at Migrant Colony and other 
places and various issues were discussed on the 
spot with them adding that the security cover 
has also been beefed up for the community. On 
the demand of residents, solar lights have also 
been installed in the Migrant Colony,” he said.

The official spokesperson further said that 
the District Magistrate assured all necessary 
support to the migrant community from ad-
ministration, police and public about their safe-
ty and security, adding that there is no need to 
panic.

“The DC said that a Nodal officer has also 
been designated to keep close liaison with the 
migrant community for instant redressal of 
their issues,” he said.

Din, he said, also urged all stakeholders to 
come together and denounce the “nefarious 
elements” who are hell bent to damage the 
peaceful atmosphere.

According to the official spokesperson, SSP 
Kupwara, Yougal Manhas while addressing the 
media assured full cooperation to the commu-
nity and said that the police will not allow any 
element to damage the peace and congenial at-
mosphere in the district.

“He said that necessary security has been 

provided wherever required,” he added.

Police Establishes

been established at PCR Kashmir. IGP also 
said that the people from minority communi-
ties can contact the above-mentioned number 
for assistance.

“Kashmir Police established Minority dis-
tress #helpline at PCR Kashmir. In case of 
#emergency, one may call for #assistance on 
0194-2440283: IGP Kashmir,” Kashmir Police 

Zone tweeted.

Won’t Allow ‘Terror’

the Union Territory, including their safety 
and security.

“The Lt Governor gave a patient hearing to 
the members of the delegation. He noted that 
incidents of terrorist attacks on innocent ci-
vilians will not be allowed to happen again in 
future and the perpetrators of these heinous 
attacks will be brought to justice soon,” the of-
ficial spokesperson said.

Sinha, he said, observed that concerted ef-
forts are being made for ensuring enhanced 
security arrangements for minority population 
of the UT.

“He reiterated that the government is com-
mitted to address all issues of minorities in 
J&K,” he added.

Home Minister

of central ministers have already visited 
the UT while tours of several others are in the 
pipeline.

Before Kashmir, Shah will first visit Goa on 
October 14 to inaugurate a forensic science lab-
oratory and hold meetings with top functionar-
ies of the state government.

The home minister will be in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands from October 15 to 17 and dur-
ing his tour, he will take stock of various devel-
opment initiatives in the archipelago, an official 
from the ministry said.

He is expected to visit the Cellular jail and 
attend programmes related to the ‘’Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’’ there.

Shah will also visit Uttarakhand on October 
30 during which he will hold meetings with top 
functionaries of the state government, the of-
ficial said.

After Resigning

served as a political advisor to former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief minister and National 
Conference (NC) leader Omar Abdullah.

BJP general secretary in-charge for Jammu 
and Kashmir Tarun Chugh and its Jammu and 
Kashmir unit chief Ravinder Raina welcomed 
them in the party.

Rana has been advocating for the Jammu 
declaration - a joint declaration of several po-
litical, social and business organisations, pri-
marily demanding restoration of statehood for 
the Jammu region and not for the whole Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In 2019, the Centre had revoked the erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir’s special 
status and bifurcated it into union territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Rana Joining BJP

in coming days.
While reacting to the development, Prof Soz 

said, Rana’s exit from the National Conference 
and his joining the BJP reveals a larger plot that 
characterises “Modi’s organised response” to 
the Kashmir situation.

“This response has a sub-plan of dealing with 
border areas like Karnah, Keran, Gurez, Tulail, 
Kargil and Ladakh areas, with special care,” he 
said in a statement.

Prof Soz said Rana’s resignation is just “tip of 
the iceberg” and more is expected from the BJP,  
Soz told Kashmir Observer.

“PM Modi and his team are working hard on 
Kashmir and they will do these things. They 
will do it more,” he said.

Earlier in a press statement Soz alleged that 
the BJP’s effort was to restructure the life of in-
dividuals like a former MLA of Gurez, who ac-
cording to him, has now undertaken the task 
of safeguarding the interests of the BJP in that 
border area.

‘’A larger plan to tackle Kashmir over a period 
of time, is receiving attention from Modi and 
Amit Shah, on priority basis,” he said adding 
that  “The money factor of the BJP’s plan hap-
pens to be the most obvious aspect of this gi-
gantic effort’’, it reads.

He further states that a million dollar ques-
tion is whether the “Kashmir Mainstream 
Group” has any response to it or else it will con-
tinue to issue statements to no effect.

“That, in nutshell, means that if we have fall-
en to bad times, the worst phase is yet to come”, 
Soz claimed.

Kashmir’s Higher

have accumulated around 1-ft snow leading 
to the closure of the Bandipora- Gurez road. 
TosaMaidan in Khag area of central Kashmir 
Budgam district is also said to have received 
snowfall, they said.

The maximum temperature recorded in 
Srinagar on Sunday fell by over two degrees to 
settle at 24.4 degrees Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature on Sunday night was below 
10 degrees Celsius.

The downpour has ended an extended sum-
mer which saw the maximum day temperature 
hover around 30 degrees Celsius till the start of 
October this year.

The weatherman has forecast the possibility 
of light rain in Kashmir over the next 24 hours 
with another western disturbance likely to hit 
the valley on October 16 and 17.

A meteorological department official said 
that Srinagar received rainfall of 8.4mm in 24 
hours till 0830 hours while the minimum tem-
perature recorded at 9.8 degree Celsius in the 
summer capital of J&K.

Qazigund also received rain of 15.4mm and 
recorded a low of 8.4degree Celsius against nor-
mal of 6.3degree Celsius, the official said.

Pahalgam received 10.6mm of rain even as 
the famous resort in south Kashmir recorded a 
low of 6.7degree Celsius, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded 
13.4mm of rain during the time and the mercu-
ry settled at 7.0degree Celsius, the official said.

Kupwara town also received 19.9mm of rain 
while the north Kashmir place recorded a mini-
mum of 7.6degree Celsius, the official said.

Gulmarg, the famous skiing resort in north 
Kashmir, received 26.0mm of rain and recorded 
a low of 1.5degree Celsius against normal of 
4.7degree Celsius, the official said.

Jammu, the winter capital of J&K, had rain-
fall of 0.8mm, Banihal 15.8mm and Katra had 
highest downpour of 23.8mm in Jammu divi-
sion and included 2cm of hail also, the official 
added.

The Weatherman has predicted improve-
ment in the conditions, saying “System is mov-
ing forward towards the North West and can 
leave the valley by afternoon.”

Nevertheless, for next 24 hours, the weath-
erman has forecast “isolated to scattered 
light rain/thundershowers over Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

For the next couple of days, the MeT has pre-
dicted “isolated very light rain/TS to mainly dry 
weather.”

The weatherman had Sunday predicted the 
possibility of light snow over higher reaches 
of Gulmarg, Gurez and Tulail area of Baramulla 
and Bandipora districts alongside Sonamarg 
and Drass.

Missing Link In Kashmir

The information so provided is being shared 
by the Department of Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction with the 
Department of Revenue for necessary action for 
resolution of the grievance in a fixed time frame.

However, Touseef says, Kashmiri Muslims in 
his township never occupied or encroached the 
property of Pandits.

“We shared meals, moments and memories 
with our migrated Pandit neighbours before 
their unfortunate migration from the valley,” 
Touseef said.

“Even today, whenever we go to Jammu dur-
ing winters, we stay at their home. They don’t 
allow us to stay at any hotel. Our brotherhood 
is still intact.”

A few meters away from Touseef’s house, 
Javid Ahmad is guarding another abandoned 
Kashmiri Pandit property.

The two-storied house belongs to Bushan Lal 
and his brother Ashok Kumar. Bushan lives in 
Jammu, while Ashok in Srinagar.

During 1990s, both the brothers approached 
the father of Javid Ahmad and requested him to 
take care of their property till they return.

“Since last 30 years, they haven’t come back to 
settle down here,” Javid told Kashmir Observer. 
“But we’re in touch with them.”

Guarding their migrated brethren’s property 
with a sense of moral duty, Javid’s family en-
sures that the house remains safe and in a good 
condition.

“We don’t live in this Pandit house, neither al-
lows anyone to trespass or encroach it,” Javid says.

“We take care of it with this hope that one 
day its owners will return and find it in the 
same condition. Even the two Pandit brothers 
know that their neighbours are there to protect 
their property. So there’s no question of en-
croaching it.”

To check the veracity of Javid’s claims, 
Kashmir Observer contacted Ashok Kumar.

“Our property is in safe hands,” Ashok said. 
“We regularly keep a tab on it and are grateful 
to our Muslim neighbours for keeping it safe.”

But since Ashok’s family is now settled in dif-
ferent parts of the country, he intends to sell his 
ancestral house in Kashmir. “We’ll sell it to Javid 
only because he’s a good neighbour who took 
care of it all these years,” the Pandit said.

Debunking the ongoing narrative wherein 
some rightwing elements outside the valley 
are accusing Kashmiri Muslims of forcibly oc-
cupying and encroaching the Kashmiri Pandit 
property, Ashok said that the majority of mi-
grated KPs sold their properties with their will 
in 1990s.

“Nobody forced them to do so,” he said. 
“Barring some violations, no Pandit property 
was illegally occupied or encroached.”

But despite these admissions, there’re at-
tempts to mislead the public opinion and paint 
the Muslims of Kashmir as plunderers of their 
Pandit brethren’s property. The upshot of this 
rightwing-flogged narrative was lately seen in 
Anantnag.

On the heels of Raj Bhavan’s portal launch, 
locals of Anantnag’s Aishmuqam area contest-
ed a claim of Pandit property encroachment. 
The Muslim landowner said that he bought 
the land from a Kashmir Pandit, with the 
documents of attorney, agreement to sell, and 
sale deed duly being attested by a first-class 
Magistrate in presence of the owner in Jammu 
in 1999.

“All codal formalities laid down by the 
Government in Migrant Act 1999 were com-
pleted in the court,” the locals said. “And yet, a 
fake complaint has been filed by some Kashmir 
Pandit after 22 years calling the sale of land as 
illegal.”

Notably, the progeny of migrated Kashmiri 

Pandits, mostly born and brought up outside 
the valley, are misusing the online grievance 
portal by filing fake complaints to lay claim on 
the land their grandparents have willfully sold 
to people in Kashmir.

“We’ve not come across any genuine com-
plaint where an individual has illegally occu-
pied a Kashmiri Pandit land or any other prop-
erty in Kashmir,” a revenue department official 
said. “In the majority of the complaints, we 
found the land or house has been sold willfully, 
with complete legal documentation.”

Backing their case, the Aishmuqam lo-
cals said the land alienation permission from 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir for Mutation 
was also granted. But even then, the landowner 
came to know through concerned Patwari that 
a complaint has been filed by the grandson of 
the seller alleging that the documents are fake.

After ascertaining the documents of land, the 
revenue officials find them correct and intact, 
resulting in the dismissal of the complaint.

“A lot of people in Kashmir have bought 
migrant Pandit land and property legally and 
through rightful means under Migrant Property 
Act,” the revenue official said. “But some un-
scrupulous persons are filing fake complaints 
on the portal which is overburdened our staff. 
Only genuine complaints must be filed so that 
we utilize our time and staff in a judicious way.”

Amidst these bogus claims, the local Muslims 
are coordinating with the administration in 
clearing some bottlenecks on Pandit property 
in Kashmir.

Only in Anantnag district, the administra-
tion has retrieved over 40 kanals, an official 
told Kashmir Observer, with the community 
support.

“We lately received a complaint on the por-
tal and set free around 22 kanal of land be-
longing to a Kashmir Pandit namely ML Dhar 
in Thajiwara area of Bijbehara tehsil,” Ghulam 
Rasool Bhat, Tehsildar Bijbehara told Kashmir 
Observer. “We didn’t face any resistance from 
anyone.”

The officials also retrieved 1.3 kanal in 
Jablipora area of Anantnag and are in the pro-
cess of retrieving more land. “The land at 
Jablipora belongs to Bansi Lal Dhar,” Tehsildar 
Bhat who led a team of revenue officials of 
Bijbehara said.

Another revenue official from the Mattan 
Anantnag told Kashmir Observer that Kashmiri 
Muslims cooperated with the officials and 
made the process smooth.

“I mean you could face resistance when the 
property would be occupied, but people made 
it a very convenient process for us when we 
marked a KP land in Mattan,” the official said.

Even to their surprise, the revenue official 
said, the Muslim caretakers of the KP property 
are coming forward to handover the custody.

“The other day, a person approached us say-
ing that he was looking after a Pandit agrarian 
land measuring 3 kanals and that he wants to 
handover the land to the revenue department,” 
the official said. “Although these common-
ers have been taking care of these lands since 
years now, they don’t want to come across as 
encroachers when a lot of things are being 
said on social media and during prime time TV 
discussions.”

The various revenue officials Kashmir 
Observer contacted to understand the grav-
ity of grievances said that the encroachments 
weren’t of serious type.

“So far we could only dismantle a temporary 
shed installed on a Pandit land without permis-
sion,” Tehsildar Bhat said.

Out of 73 complaints of encroachment re-
ceived from the Kashmiri Pandits, Bhat said 45 
have been disposed of.

Interestingly, following the portal launch, 
the revenue officials have categorized the en-
croachment land in three categories—Green, 
Yellow and Red.

“The land which hasn’t been encroached falls 
under the Green category, which is easy for us 
to retrieve,” a top revenue official told Kashmir 
Observer.

“The land on which there’s less construction 
or temporary sheds falls under Yellow, while 
the land on which there’s massive construction 
or building comes under Red category.”

Based on the complaints, the revenue depart-
ment has largely retrieved the land falling un-
der the Green category, the official said.

Amid these ground realities, Pandurang K. 
Pole, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, told 
Kashmir Observer that a robust mechanism 
has been put in place for redressal of the por-
tal complaints as per law and in a time-bound 
manner. “Our deputy commissioners are on job 
and the process is going on,” Pole said.

By September 30, District Administration 
Srinagar had resolved as many as 660 com-
plaints, out of which 390 grievances alleging 
alienation by fraud or distress sale.

“Similarly,” Aijaz Asad, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, said, “129 grievances 
alleging encroachments on migrant properties 
were also verified and resolved. Out of griev-
ances of encroachment, the necessary demar-
cation of 20 cases has been done and neces-
sary eviction notices have also been issued, 
though 12 of them are sub-judice before the 
High Court.”

But while the law is taking its own course in 
the valley, Touseef’s family is still waiting for 
their neighbours whose property they have 
been guarding for last 32 years.

“Even if the Bhatt family comes after 50 
years, they will find their home intact here,” the 
Muslim custodian says.

“Whenever they visited us during these 
years, they left satisfied knowing that their 
property is in safe hands.”

Bomb Scare

After searching the object for possible ex-
plosives, the BDS found that it contained a few 
plastic bottles which were tied with a wire.

Suspected Spy

the sources said.
“He is suspected to be a close aide of terror-

ists and was allegedly videographing the stra-
tegic and vital locations,” they said, adding that 
he was also in touch with his handlers across 
the border through social media platforms.

As per initial reports, the suspect hailed from 
Rampur area of Uttar Pradesh while investiga-
tion into the case is in progress. (Agencies)

Boora Takes Over

(ADG) of BSF Western Command, Chandigarh, 
said DIG S P S Sandhu, a spokesperson for the 
force.

The officer has vast experience of serving in 
western and eastern command theatre, and be-
fore assuming charge here, he was posted as the 
IG BSF at eastern command, the spokesperson 
said.

Boora has also served in the prestigious SPG 
which looks after the after security of the coun-
try’s prime minister, he said.

In his 35 years of service, Boora has been 
decorated with the President’s Medal for 
Meritorious Service, Antrik Suraksha Seva 
Padak, and innumerable Directional General’s 
Commendation Rolls.

He is an alumni of the BSF Academy Tekanpur. 
He joined the force in 1986. He also remained as 
the commando instructor in the BSF Academy, 
the PRO said.

Two Arrested Over

issuance of visa to Dubai for his son, they 
said.

The complainant desperately in need of a 
visa for his son had got trapped in a luring offer 
and consequently lost Rs 3,30,000 in multiple 
transactions, the officials said.

During the course of investigation, the cyber 
police succeeded in identifying the fraudsters, 
they said.

After ascertaining the location of the accused 
persons, a team arrested them from Safakadal 
in Srinagar, the officials said.

They have been identified as Irshad Ahmed 
and Mohammed Tahir, both residents of 
Srinagar, they added.

Police are also searching for other fraudsters 
involved in the crime, the officials said.

More Recoveries

Kashmir from the deadly infection. During 
the same time, they said, the UT reported 
53 fresh cases—44 from Kashmir and 9 from 
Jammu, taking the overall number of people 
infected since the outbreak of pandemic in J&K 
last year to 330586.

In the Valley, officials said, Srinagar reported 
the highest 22 fresh coronavirus cases followed 
by Budgam with 8, Kupwara 6, Baramulla 5, 
Ganderbal 2 and Pulwama one new case of 
Covid-19. No fresh cases of virus were reported 
from

Anantnag, Bandipora, Kulgam and Shopian 
districts.

In the winter capital, the officials said four 
new cases of virus were reported from Jammu 
and Rajouri district while one case was de-
tected in Poonch. Seven districts of the region, 
including Udhampur, Doda, Kathua, Samba, 
Kishtwar, Ramban and Reasi reported no new 
cases of Covid-19.

Also, the officials said that the death toll due 
to Covid-19 remained 4426—2174 in Jammu 
and 2252 in Kashmir, as no fatality was report-
ed from the UT during the last 24 hours.

Meanwhile, in a statement issued here, an 
official spokesperson said that seven districts 
in J&K— Rajouri, Poonch, Ramban, Samba, 
Anantnag, Shopian, Budgam have achieved 
100% first dose vaccine coverage for the age 
group of above 18 years old.

Govt Forms Plastic

respectively comprises of Divisional 
Commissioner concerned as Chairman, 
Commissioner JMC/SMC, Director, Urban 
Local Bodies, Jammu/Srinagar, Director, Rural 
Development Department, Jammu/Kashmir 
and Director, Rural Sanitation, J&K besides any 
other member(s) to be co-opted by the Cell 
Member (s).

The District level cell comprises of 
Deputy Commissioner, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner General Manager, District 
Industries Centre, Assistant Commissioner 
Development, District Panchayat Officer, 
Respective CEO(s) of ULB(s), District Officer, 
J&K Pollution Control Committee and any other 
member(s) to be co-opted by the Cell.

The ULB Level Plastic Waste Management 
Cell comprises of Chief Executive Officer/
Executive Officer of the respective ULB, 
Sanitary Inspector, representative of PW(R&B) 
Department not below the rank of AEE 
and District Officer, J&K Pollution Control 
Committee.

AIR, DDK Countered Pak Propaganda: Minister Mehbooba Calls For Unity To Seek Art 370 Back
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti on Monday called for a unit-
ed struggle to seek the restoration 
of Article 370 and the resolution 
of the Kashmir issue to end the 
bloodshed in Jammu and Kashmir 
and said her voice is “weak” and 
she cannot do it alone.

Mehbooba, who is on a five-day 
tour of the Chenab valley region, 
was addressing a party convention 
at Dak Banglow in Kishtwar, where 

she was accorded a warm welcome 
by the party activists and supporters.

“I am confident that we will get 
back Article 370 with interest and 
also ensure the resolution of the 
Kashmir issue to end bloodshed 
in the region. However, I cannot 
do it single-handedly as my voice 
is weak and you need to lend your 
voice to support me,” she told the 
well-attended gathering.

The former chief minister said 
Article 370 was snatched from 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir 

and anything which is snatched is 
bound to be returned with inter-
est “They have taken our honour, 
our skull cap, our turban and how 
it is possible that we keep it with 
them. We have to join hands to 
seek an end to the bloodshed 
which is consuming our lives and 
the lives of our jawans,” she said 
and referred to the recent targeted 
killing of minorities and the latest 
killing of five soldiers including a 
Junior Commissioned Officer in an 
encounter in Poonch district.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Union Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting 
Dr. L. Murugan on Monday praised 
state-run All India Radio and 
Doordarshan Kashmir for playing 
a vital role in countering the “pro-
paganda and obnoxious narrative” 
unleashed by the adverse neigh-
bouring countries.

Murugan made these re-
marks during his visit to All 
India Radio (AIR) Srinagar 

where he inaugurated the reno-
vated Prasar Bharati Auditorium 
which was damaged in devas-
tating floods in the year 2014, 
an official spokesperson said.

The Minister, he said, asserted 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s idea of inclusive growth and 
good governance and the approach 
adopted by the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration has put the UT on 
the path of massive development.

In his address, the official 
spokesperson said, Murugan 

praised the role played by All India 
Radio Srinagar and Doordarshan 
Kendra Srinagar and said that 
these institutions have been mak-
ing quality programmes in several 
languages for the past many de-
cades. He said that the Minister 
made a special mention of the role 
played by both AIR Srinagar and 
DDK Srinagar during the devas-
tating 2014 floods and during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Dr. Murugan said that being 
stationed in a border area, All India 

Radio and DDK Srinagar are play-
ing a vital role in countering the 
propaganda and obnoxious nar-
rative unleashed by the adverse 
neighbouring countries,” he said.

Murugan, who is also Union 
Minister of State for Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, 
he said, visited the Trout Culture 
Farm Laribal Dachigam and in-
spected the rearing units, machin-
ery and other facilities available at 
the farm and interacted with the 
fish farmers.
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of Mr. Akhter Rasool, alumni of this Institute. 
We know that He has left us not to return 
but His memories will remain with the Artist 
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the fortitude to bear this irreparable loss
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OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Chief Secretary 
on Monday reviewed Centrally 
sponsored schemes of Housing 
& Urban Development namely, 
AMRUT, Swacch Bharat Mission 
and PM Svanidhi, which are 
nearing saturation. This follows 
an advisory from the Central 
government regarding speeding 
up the implementation of the 
CSSs nearing completion.

Principal Secretary, Housing 
and Urban Development De-
partment, Commissioners of 
Jammu and Srinagar Municipal 
Corporations, Directors of Ur-
ban Local Bodies Jammu and 
Kashmir and other senior offi-
cers of the department partici-
pated in the meeting.

It was informed in the meet-
ing that AMRUT scheme was 
launched in the year 2015 for 
providing basic services like 
water supply, sewerage, urban 
transport to households and 
build amenities to improve the 
quality of life.

It was further informed that 
initially 91 projects for 5 cit-
ies of erstwhile of State of J&K, 
namely, Jammu, Srinagar, An-
antnag, Leh and Kargil were 
approved for an allocation of 
Rs 593 cr. After reorganisation 
of the erstwhile state of J&K, 83 
projects have been approved for 
J&K and out of these projects,  
the total allocation for UT of 
J&K is Rs 513.13 cr for 74 proj-
ects while 9 projects have been 
taken up under savings in state 
share and reforms incentives.

Out of 83 projects approved for 
J&K, 62 projects have been com-
pleted while 21 projects are un-
der different stages of execution.

Principal Secretary, H&UD 
informed that 62 projects have 
been completed at an aggregate 
expenditure of Rs. 394.55 cr.

While reviewing the proj-
ects both completed as well 
as under implementation in 
Anantnag, the Chief Secretary 
inquired about the impact of 
these projects on the people of 
the Anantnag town.

Dr Mehta emphasised on the 
need of devising service level 
benchmarks for all such proj-
ects, besides institutionalising 
a system of seeking feedback 
from the people of the area.

The Chief Secretary observed 
that cities/towns have to pri-
oritise solid waste management 
over addressing the issue aris-
ing from chronic water logging 
and provision of amenities like 
parks/ gardens.

The Chief Secretary directed 
the SMC Commissioner to do 
impact analysis of the storm 
drainage projects in Srinagar 
city from the perspective of 
whether the intended objec-
tives of sustainably addressing 
the issue of water logging have 

been achieved.
Dr Mehta directed that all the 

ongoing 21 projects should be 
completed by March 2022. In 
reference to the ongoing proj-
ect, namely multi-tier parking 
at Panjtirthi, he directed that 
since three levels have already 
been constructed, the remain-
ing fourth level should be com-
pleted by Jan 2022.

Dr Mehta directed both the 
Commissioners of the Munici-
pal Corporations to put in place 
an SoP for septic management 
and ensure that there is annual 
cleaning of drains especially 
during pre and post monsoon 
season.

The Chief Secretary also di-
rected the Commissioner SMC 
to ensure that there was no go 
area in Jammu city while fur-
ther adding that in a tourist 
destination like Srinagar city, 
such area segregation should be 
avoided.

Dr Mehta advised Commis-
sioners of the two municipal 
corporations to ensure regular 
street sweeping in the mu-
nicipal limits. He advised com-
missioner JMC to ensure that 
if highways pass through the 
municipal areas, NHIA ought 
to attend to sweeping of the 
highways in accordance with 
the norms set by the Municipal 
Corporation.

Director Urban Local Bodies 
Jammu and Kashmir informed 
that door to door collection of 
refuse has begun in small local 
bodies and that this process will 
be scaled up to cover all the 78 
local bodies.

The Chief Secretary directed 
that the process of collection 
of door to door refuse/garbage 
collection at least twice a week 
should begin in all 78 local bod-
ies from 18th of this month.

He announced that he will 
connect with all ULBs via VC on 
18.10.2021 to ascertain whether 
or not all ULBs have started the 
process of door to door refuse 
collection. Dr Mehta also stated 
that he will undertake spot vis-
its in a few ULBs to see for him-
self about the progress made on 
this account.

Dr Mehta also directed the 
officers to ensure that piles of 
plastic found on the sides of the 
roads/lanes/drains are removed 
and appropriately disposed off.

While informing about the 
ongoing clean India campaign/ 
Swacchta pakhwada, he advised 
the officers to launch regular 
IEC campaigns to sensitise peo-
ple of the imperative of keeping 
the cities and towns clean.

While reviewing PM Svanidhi, 
he appreciated the efforts of the 
DULB, Jammu and directed all 
the officers to clear the upload-
ed applications on the portal 
within the next 10 days and fur-
nish the certificate of saturation. 

Congress Stages Silent 
Protest In Jammu 
Demand dismissal of MoS Home over 
Lakhimpur violence

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Hundreds of Congress 
activists led by AICC incharge 
J-K Affairs Rajni Patil staged a 
silent protest outside the Raj 
Bhavan here on Monday against 
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence 
and pushed for dismissal of MoS 
Home Ajay Mishra.

Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee (JKPCC) 
chief G A Mir, along with other 
senior party colleagues, was 
also part of the peaceful ”maun 
dharna” (silent sit-in).

The participants were holding 
placards which read “dismiss MoS 
Home Ajay Mishra” and “Kashmir 
mein civilian killings band karo” 
(stop civilian killings in Kashmir).

Eight people died in the Octo-
ber 3 violence and of them, four 
were farmers, allegedly knocked 
down by a vehicle carrying BJP 
workers. Infuriated farmers 
then allegedly lynched some 
people in the vehicles. The other 
dead included two BJP workers 
and their driver.

Ajay Mishra’s son Ashish was 
arrested on Saturday by the UP 
Police in connection with the 
October 3 violence. He was pro-
duced before a court late on Sat-
urday night, which sent him to 
14-day judicial custody.

A Congress spokesperson said 
the silent sit-in protest is part 
of the nationwide programme 
chalked out by the party to press 
for sacking of the minister.

Addl. DGP, Railways 
J&K visits GRP Kashmir

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: After assuming the 
charge of Addl. DGP Railways 
J&K, Sunil Kumar on Monday 
paid his maiden visit to GRP 
Kashmir.

During the visit, Kumar held 
meetings with Supervisory Of-
ficers/ SHOs of GRP Kashmir.

In the meeting, the security 
and behaviour of GRP Personnel 
of the Railway Stations falling in 
the responsibility of GRP Kash-
mir remained the focal point. 
Besides, threadbare discussions 
were also held with the officers 
attending the meeting on the 
security scenario prevalent in 
the valley and security arrange-
ments put in place in Railway 
Stations of GRP Kashmir.

The ADGP Railways stressed 
upon 24x7 presence and alert-
ness of the GRP Personnel along 
the Railway Stations of GRP 

Kashmir. The vulnerability of 
the Railway Stations and Rail-
way track was also taken into 
account and various measures 
were discussed to be put in 
place to ensure the safety and 
security of Railway Track, Rail-
way Station and passengers ar-
riving and departing at various 
locations in areas of responsibil-
ity of participating officers.

Besides, the officers were 
stressed to behave politely with 
humbleness and decently with 
all the arriving/ departing pas-
sengers at the places of their 
duties. He also stressed upon 
them to extend every help to 
passengers, especially old aged 
and sick passengers/disabled 
passengers.

Various other issues/ problems 
confronted by GRP personnel 
were also taken up for discus-
sion and participating officers 
were assured of their redressal.

NC Loses More 
Ground As 17 Workers 
Resign In Jammu

AGENCIES

JAMMU: In another major jolt 
to the National Conference in 
Jammu, 17 more leaders includ-
ing the former deputy mayor of 
Jammu, Dharanveer Singh Jamw-
al resigned from the basic mem-
bership of the party on Monday.

Pertinently, the development 
has come merely a day after 
senior leaders Devender Singh 
Rana and Surjeet Singh Salathia 
resigned from the NC on Sunday 
and joined the BJP on Monday.

Provincial Secretary, two Dis-
trict Presidents, two Municipal 
Corporators, one Block President 
and several district and block 
committee members of National 
Conference from District Jammu 
are among the resignees.

Sources told KNS that 17 
more leaders including the for-

mer deputy Mayor of Jammu 
Dharanveer Singh Jamwal re-
signed from the basic member-
ship from the party today.

“The other leaders who re-
signed from the party include 
vice-president Sucha Singh, 
public secretary Sanjeev Gupta, 
Sanjeev Handa, Ajeet Pal Singh, 
Dalbir Singh, Rahul Sharma, 
Sanjeev Dewan, Kuldeep Ghai, 
Jaswinder Singh, Sanjeev Maha-
jan, Gurvinder Singh and Ashok 
Kumar,” they said.

Sources said that five mem-
bers from the block commit-
tee of NC have also submitted 
their resignation, who include 
Surinder Khanna, Rajindra Ban-
dral, Chain Singh, Balram Singh 
Anthal, and Kulbushan Singh.

Sources said that the leaders 
are expected to be join the BJP 
in coming days.

Govt Asks 
Baramulla Youth 
To Register For 
Self Employment
OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Unem-
ployed youth of District 
Baramulla in the age 
group of 18 to 45 are 
hereby informed to reg-
ister on the Jakemp.nic.
in which is the official 
portal of Employment 
Department.

The purpose of regis-
tration is to guide and 
provide counselling in 
relation to choosing 
various courses as ca-
reer option and availing 
employment generation 
schemes from various 
Government Depart-
ments. The candidates 
are advised to fill all de-
tails online via Academic 
Qualification, Technical 
Qualification and experi-
ence in any field.  

CUK Holds 26th Executive 
Council Meeting

J&K’s Unemployment Rate All 
Time High: Tarigami
Accuses Govt of ‘pursuing anti-working class’ policiesOBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

GANDERBAL: On Monday the 
26th meeting of the Executive 
Council of the Central Univer-
sity of Kashmir (CUK) was held at 
Green Campus of the varsity here 
with Vice Chancellor, Prof. Meh-
raj ud Din Mir in chair.

Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar, 
Finance Officer, Prof. Fayaz A 
Nikka, EC members from the 
university and outside Jammu 
and Kashmir, participated in the 
meeting.

Addressing the EC members, 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud 
Din Mir, expressed gratitude to 
the Council members for their 
continued support and coopera-
tion for the overall growth, prog-
ress and development of the uni-
versity on all fronts. He said the 
CUK cannot be equated with any 
other institute of higher learning 
as it is still in infancy. 

“The varsity needs your sus-
tained support in all its endeav-
ours,” he said.

“We have a very strong knowl-
edge base and an amalgama-

tion of senior and young faculty 
members,” he said adding the 
faculty and administrative staff, 
both substantive and contractual, 
are doing a commendable job in 
the advancement of the univer-
sity. 

Prof. Mir said that each and 
every department is contributing 
towards the academic excellence 
of the institution and many of 
the students and faculty mem-
bers have brought laurels to the 
university. About the infrastruc-
ture development, he informed 
the members that the Ministry 
of Education, Government of 
India, has constituted a high 
powered technical committee, 
led by soil expert, Prof. K S Rao, 
which would be submitting its 
report about the constructions 
to be executed at the designated 
Tulmulla campus. He further 
said the government has allot-
ted an additional 96 kanals of 
land at Watlar Ganderbal and the 
university’s plan to construct a 
township comprising hostels for 
students, and accommodation 
for university staff.

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The 2-day meeting of 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) 
Jammu & Kashmir under the chair-
manship of its President Mohammad 
Yousuf Tarigami concluded on Mon-
day here. 

Dr. Kashmir Singh Thakur National 
Secretary Of CITU also participated 
in the meeting. Om Prakash, General 
Secretary CITU J&K presented an or-
ganizational report. 

The meeting deliberated upon vari-
ous issues and problems confronting 
working class especially construction 
workers, Anganwadi Workers, Help-
ers, ASHA workers, Handicrafts work-
ers, Hydel Project workers, transport 
workers, Hotel and Shakariwala 
workers, migrant workers with the 
determination to “intensify struggles 
to fight anti-working class and anti-
people policies of the government.”

While addressing the meeting Mo-
hamad Yousuf Tarigami criticized the 
“anti-employee and anti-working class 
policies of J&K administration.” He 
said that the unemployment rate has 

reached an all time high in J&K and 
instead of creating new avenues, “the 
government is snatching the livelihood 
of those who were already in jobs.”

“In the recent past various govern-
ment employees were terminated 
without any inquiry or chargesheet, 
which has created a sense of fear 
among employees. They must have 
been given a chance to defend them-
selves before termination. There were 
already a set of laws and procedures 
governing these employees which were 
not followed. These decisions are arbi-
trary and draconian,” Tarigami said.

“Similarly, J&K administration dis-
engaged 918 helpers to supervisors 
in ICDS Scheme without any genuine 
reasons. The administration is trying 
to justify its wrong by claiming that 
their appointment had some flaws. If 
it was the case, the flaws must have 
been removed and they should have 
been continued. For years they served 
the government and their wages were 
coming from the government budget. 
How all of a sudden the administra-
tion detected that they were not en-
gaged in proper manner?,” he added.

Union MoS Commerce And 
Industries Begins Rajouri Visit

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

RAJOURI: Union Minister of 
State for Commerce and Indus-
tries Anupriya Patel on Monday 
visited border district Rajouri. 
She is on a two-day tour of the 
district as part of the public 
outreach initiative of the Cen-
tral Government. 

The MoS on the first day of 
her tour inaugurated the much-
awaited Dhandani Bridge at 
Lamberi completed under a lan-
guishing scheme at an estimated 
cost of Rs 4.40 crore. While at-
tending a public outreach camp 
at GHSS Lamberi, the Minister 
inspected stalls installed by dif-
ferent Departments depicting 
their public welfare schemes/
programs, local handicrafts 
products, fruits and vegetables. 

In her address, the Minister 
said that inclusive, all-round and 
substantial development of the 
Jammu and Kashmir UT is the ma-
jor goal of the Union Government.

Highlighting the objectives 

of the special outreach pro-
grammes, she said that these 
programs are being organised to 
assess the situation relating to 
developmental and other aspects 
on the ground so that after tak-
ing proper stock of all this.

"For 70-yrs, Article 370 and 
35 A kept J&K deprived of every-
thing but after the abrogation of 
article 370 and 35 A,  Jammu and 
Kashmir is ushering in a new era 
of development and people are 
getting what they were deprived 
of for 70 years," she said.

For industrial growth, she said 
that a new industrial policy has 

been launched which is incentive-
based and with the development 
of industries, the young genera-
tion will have better employment 
avenues and hence a better life.

"Rs 25000 crore investment 
have been made as per new in-
dustrial policy but we are hope-
ful to touch the figure of Rs 
500000 crore", she added.

She said that the objective for 
this huge investment is maxi-
mum utilisation of industries, 
manufacturing, services sector, 
village industries, handicraft, 
tourism and technology to cre-
ate more jobs in rural areas of 
Jammu & Kashmir because there 
is a vast and yet untapped talent 
pool in our villages waiting for an 
opportunity.

She further informed that un-
der the DEH initiative, District 
Export Promotion Committees 
(DEPCs) have been constituted 
in most of the districts and prod-
ucts/services with export poten-
tial have been identified in each 
district. 
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A MAN MAKES THIS season’s first snowman as weather dips in Kashmir Valley. 

Admin Enhances 

JAKEDA Mandate 

From 2MW To 10 MW
OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Administrative 
Council (AC), which met here on 
Monday under the chairmanship 
of Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha, approved the proposal for 
assignment and restoration of 
earlier mandate of Jammu and 
Kashmir Energy Development 
Agency (JAKEDA) of develop-
ment of Hydro-electricity Proj-
ects up to 10 MW capacity.

The meeting also designated 
Science and Technology De-
partment as Nodal Department 
for development of Renewable 
Sources of Energy including-
Solar, Wind and Biomass in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Farooq Khan and Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar, Advisors to the 
Lieutenant Governor, Dr. Arun 

Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, 
J&K and Nitishwar Kumar, Prin-
cipal Secretary to LG attended 
the meeting.

With the aim to offer clean, 
environment-friendly, abun-
dant and inexhaustible energy 
source from Small Hydro-Proj-

ects in remote as well as isolat-
ed areas, it has been decided to 
enhance the mandate of JAKE-
DA from 2MW upto 10 MW in 
Small Hydro-Projects and Solar 
Projects. Besides, focussed at-
tention on Small Hydro-Proj-
ects will also provide indirect 
employment/entrepreneurial 
opportunities in the field of 
transportation, tourism and 
other small scale businesses.

On the basis of this deci-
sion, 70 Small Hydro-Projects 
shall be completed within 54 
months in EPC/IPP mode after 
allotment of the site. As most 
of the hydro-power potential 
is located in the higher reaches, 
it will result in overall socio-
economic development of the 
region by providing direct em-
ployment in the power sector. 
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Super Division: J&K 
Bank Wins, Heroes 
Draw With AG’s

R. Elahi

SRINAGAR: Two matches of the 
JKFA Khyber Premier Division 
League 2021 were played on Mon-
day at Synthetic Turf, TRC here. 

The first match played be-
tween Downtown Heroes FC 
and Accountant General's 
(AG’s) XI ended in a 0-0 draw. 
Both teams had opportunities 
in either halves of the match to 
score, but neither could capi-
talise on them. Although the 
Heroes dominated possession 
and had the best of chances, 
they were comprehensively 
thwarted by AG’s goalkeeper.

The AG’s XI will take pride 
in the 0-0 draw, as Downtown 

Heroes are one of the compe-
tition’s favourites. Deepak of 
Downtown Heroes was named 
man of the match.

In the second Premier Divi-
sion League match, another of 
the tournament’s favourites 
J&K Bank FC, defeated ARCO FC 
3 goals to 0.

J&K’s footballing heavy-
weights again proved their 
mettle after an early hiccup 
which saw them give away a 
penalty in just the 15th min-
ute of the match. ARCO’s Yawar 
missed the target, and the Bank 
players grabbed on to the life-
line and completely outclassed 
ARCO, in what turned out to be 
a comfortable encounter.

J&K Bank took the lead in the 
29th minute through Furqan 
and minutes later, Prem doubled 
Bank’s lead in the 34th minute. 
At half time the score read 2-0 
in favour of J&K Bank FC.

The second half saw a reju-
venated ARCO FC, who had sev-
eral chances to score. However, 
J&K Bank ended all ARCO hopes 
of a comeback, by scoring the 
game’s third goal in the 75th 
minute of the match. Prem 
scored the goal, his second of 
the match. At full time, J&K 
Bank FC defeated ARCO FC 3-0.

The Super Division Premier 
League 2021 is organised by 
the Jammu & Kashmir Football 
Association.

Umran Malik To Join Team 
India As Net Bowler
India play Pakistan on October 24

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: Jammu and Kashmir 
pacer Umran Malik has been 
asked to stay back in the UAE 
as a net bowler for the Indian 
team for T20 World Cup after 
making an impressive IPL de-
but with Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Life has changed for Um-
ran in a space of a couple of 
months. With just two senior-
level domestic matches under 
his belt before the start of IPL 
2021, the 21-year-old has im-
pressed skipper Virat Kohli so 
much that he has been sum-
moned as a net bowler with the 
Indian team.

Umran impressed many with 
his raw pace while playing 
for SRH this season and con-
sistently bowled around the 
150kmph mark. He also bowled 
the fastest ball of the IPL at 153 
kmph. Umran’s father is a fruit 
shop owner. 

“Yes, Umran is staying back 
as he will join Team India bub-
ble as a net bowler,” a source 
close to SRH franchise told PTI 
on the condition of anonym-
ity. In his debut IPL season, the 

pacer took two wickets in three 
games. His team SRH finished 
last in the standings.

Umran also attracted praise 
from India skipper Kohli. “This 
tournament throws up tal-
ent every year, good to see a 
guy bowling at 150 clicks. It is 
important to understand the 
progress of individuals from 
here on,” Kohli said earlier this 
week.

“The pool of fast bowlers be-
ing strong is always a good sign 
for Indian cricket and whenev-

er you see talent like this, you 
are going to have your eyes on 
them and make sure you maxi-
mise their potential which is 
already being seen at the IPL 
level,” he added.

Earlier, pictures of Malik with 
India speedster Jasprit Bumrah 
went viral on social media. 
Bumrah can be seen giving tips 
to the ‘Jammu Express’ in the 
images.

India open their T20 World 
Cup campaign against Pakistan 
on October 24.

RCB Vs KKR, IPL 2021 

Qualifiers, Eliminators 
Terms To Create More 
Pressure: Kohli

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Royal Challengers Ban-
galore skipper Virat Kohli feels 
"Qualifiers and Eliminators" are 
terms coined simply to create 
more pressure and insists that 
his side is capable of winning two 
more games to reach the IPL final.

RCB finished third in the 
points table behind Delhi Capi-
tals and Chennai Super Kings 
and are slated to take on Kolkata 
Knight Riders in the Eliminator 
on Monday.

The skipper seemed unper-
turbed that his side could not 
seal a top-two finish.

"We have a lot of confidence 
on our team, if not the top two 
spot (on the points table), then 
we will have to win two more 
matches to reach the Final, and 
we are fully prepared for that," 
Kohli said on Star Sports show 
'Inside RCB'.

"You prepare for all kinds 
of possibilities, and the way I 
see it, Qualifiers and Elimina-
tors are just terms that exist to 
create more pressure for these 
matches."

"When you play cricket, you 
either win or lose, so when you 
think you have two options 
(winning or losing), then that 
mindset can possibly turn into a 
negative one," he added.

Should RCB win against KKR, 
they will have to overcome the 
Capitals in the second Qualifier 
on Wednesday, to set up a sum-

mit clash against CSK.
"Our focus is to go out, ex-

ecute our plans and win games. 
When your only option is win-
ning, and losing is not an option, 
then your performance reaches 
another level and I feel our team 
is in the right space to execute 
our plans."

Former South African bats-
man AB de Villiers feels there 
won't be much change in the 
team's game plan going into the 
knockout stage.

"Naturally, the intensity goes 
up when everything is on the 
line, you think back to when we 
started the IPL to now – we've 
put in a lot of effort, so it is natu-
ral for the juices to start flowing 
a bit more.

"Skillset stays the same, my 
game plan won't change much, 
and I think the cricket that 
we are trying to play will not 
change much.

"He (Virat Kohli) will be full 
of adrenaline, as always. And he 
will be making sure we all are in 
the fifth gear once the elimina-
tor starts."

Dhoni Has His Say 
After CSK Enter IPL 
2021 Final

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
walks the talk when he speaks 
about having an uncluttered 
mind while doing the finishing 
job for Chennai Super Kings, 
something he did with elan on 
Sunday against Delhi Capitals to 
take his team to the record ninth 
IPL final.

Dhoni scored 18 off six balls 
to ensure CSK's smooth passage 
into the final against DC in a 
successful chase of 173.

"I've not done a lot in the tour-
nament, so wanted to look for 
the ball and see what the bowler 
can do. I was batting well in the 
nets. But wasn't thinking too 
much, if you think too much 
while batting then you mess 
your plans up," Dhoni said at the 
end of the match.

He praised DC for bowling 
well and exploiting the big 
boundaries to good effect.

"My innings was a crucial one. 
Delhi has a very good bowl-
ing attack. They exploited the 
conditions well, so we knew it 
would be tough. My plan was 
simple, see the ball, hit the ball."

Dhoni said that he keeps his 
chats with team's premier bat-
ter Ruturaj Gaikwad simple.

"Whenever Ruturaj and I have 
a chat, its a simple chat. Want to 
know what he was thinking. Its 
good to see how well he has im-
proved. He is someone willing to 
bat 20 overs," he said.

On promoting Shardul Thakur 
to No 4, Dhoni said that he 
wanted to check out if he can get 
a couple of boundaries which 
can make a difference when the 
gap between runs required and 
balls left is 15 to 20.

"Shardul has done decent bat-
ting, as has Deepak. He/they are 
allowed to go for the shots from 
first ball unlike other top-order 
batters."

It was the situation that 
prompted him to send Robin 

Uthappa at No. 3 instead of 
Moeen Ali.

"Robin enjoys batting at the 
top but Moeen has been excel-
lent at No. 3. But we have cre-
ated a situation where either of 
them could bat at No. 3 depend-
ing on the situation and the op-
position."

Dhoni feels the kind of prac-
tice they got the last season af-
ter being knocked out of play-
offs helped this season as it was 
evident with Ruturaj scoring 
600-plus runs with one more 
match to go.

"Last season was the first time 
we didn't qualify into play-offs. 
But we wanted to just make use 
of the 3-4 games left last season 
and a lot of our batters made use 
of that. That is the reason why 
we have come back strongly this 
season."

DC skipper Rishabh Pant was 
disappointed with the outcome 
but vowed to comeback strongly 
in next game.

"Obviously, it is very dis-
appointing, and I can't have 
enough words to describe how 
we are feeling."

The decision to use Tom Cur-
ran in the 20th over was based 
on his performance during the 
first three overs in which he got 
two for 14.

Moody To Apply For India 
Head Coach For 4th Time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Former Australia all-
rounder Tom Moody is expected 
to apply for the high-profile job 
of the Indian cricket team’s next 
head coach for a fourth time, fol-
lowing the conclusion of the up-
coming T20 World Cup, according 
to a media report.

“It’s understood the former 
World Cup-winner and well-trav-
elled coach is eyeing the Indian 
coaching job, which is set to be 
vacated by (Ravi) Shastri follow-
ing the impending T20 World 
Cup,” Foxsports.com.au reported.

The 56-year-old Moody, who 
currently serves as IPL side Sun-
risers Hyderabad and Sri Lanka’s 
director of cricket, has expressed 
his desire to coach the Indian side 
before, applying thrice for the top 
job in the past, including in 2017 
and 2019, but has never been 
considered.

Shastri’s contract as India’s 
head coach is set to end after T20 
World Cup and the 59-year-old 
has already confirmed that he 
won't be seeking an extension, 
leaving the BCCI to look for can-

didates for the top job.
Moody, who was Sunrisers’ 

coach for seven years from 2013 
to 2019, led the franchise to their 
only IPL title in 2016 with compa-
triot David Warner as skipper. He 
was replaced by former England 
World Cup-winning coach Trevor 
Bayliss before being named the 
franchise’s director of cricket. 
Moody has also coached Sri Lanka.

According to the report, 
Moody’s aspiration to coach India 
led to the decision to strip Warner 
from captaincy earlier this season 
and then drop him from the play-
ing XI in the last few games.

“It’s believed the Sunrisers’ 
owners are influential figures in 
the BCCI, which could explain the 
decision to leave Warner out for 
their past half-a-dozen matches 
and turn to youth.”

RCB Release Hasaranga & 
Chameera To Join Sri Lanka Squad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI: Royal Challengers Ban-
galore (RCB) on Monday re-
leased all-rounder Wanindu 
Hasaranga and pacer Dushman-
tha Chameera from the team’s 
bio-bubble to join the Sri Lank-
an squad ahead of its T20 World 
Cup qualifiers next week.

Hasaranga and Chameera 
were roped in as replacement 
players for Australians Adam 
Zampa and Daniel Sams by the 
franchise ahead of the second 
leg of ongoing season. While 
Hasaranga featured in two 
matches, Chameera was not 
picked in the playing XI for any 
of the games.

The duo will miss RCB's Elimi-
nator against Kolkata Knight 

Riders in Sharjah on Monday. 
“Wanindu Hasaranga and Dush-
mantha Chameera have been re-
leased from the RCB bio bubble 
as they join up with the SL team 
for their #WT20 qualifiers.

“We wish both of them the 
best & thank them for their pro-
fessionalism & hard work dur-
ing #IPL2021,” RCB tweeted. Sri 
Lanka are part of Group A and 
will begin their WT20 campaign 
against Namibia on October 18 
in Abu Dhabi.

Sunil Chhetri Sets New Goal 
After Equalling Pele Feat
Says 'Hope To Keep Playing And Scoring' For India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MALE: Indian talisman Sunil 
Chhetri says he hopes to contin-
ue playing and scoring goals for 
the country in the "foreseeable 
future", his battle-hardened 
body getting a booster dose in 
the form of a landmark 77th 
international strike that drew 
him level with King Pele.

Chhetri, 37, equalled the 
legendary Pele when his 83rd-
minute strike helped India beat 
Nepal 1-0 and saved his side 
from elimination in the SAFF 
Championship in Maldives on 
Sunday.

"I keep getting asked about 
my consistency, and I wish I 
had an answer. But the truth is, 
there is no blueprint. It's more 
about wanting to turn up every 
single day and give it my best, 
which, thankfully, I've never 
fallen short of," Chhetri told PTI 
after his latest strike.

Through his glorious journey, 
the deadly poacher from Delhi 
has played alongside former 
stars such as Bhaichung Bhutia 
and Renedy Singh in the nation-
al team, besides well-known 
international players in the ISL 
and I-League.

"I have been extremely lucky 

to have played with some 
great footballers who don't 
get enough credit. I've learned 
something from every single 
coach I have played for," he 
added.

Notwithstanding the occa-
sional chatter around his age 
and his longevity, the Indian 
captain wants to keep playing 
in top-flight and has not given 
his future any thought.

"My future plan with foot-
ball is literally what my next 
training session will look like. 
I am fortunate enough to have 
a support system around me 
that makes sure I don't need to 

think or worry about anything 
that isn't football. It just makes 
it all the more easier to love 
what I do."

Playing in his 123rd match for 
India, Chhetri struck a late goal 
on Sunday to place himself on a 
par with the Brazilian great (77 
goals from 92 matches).

He is now joint third with 
UAE's Ali Mabkhout (77) on the 
list of highest scorers among 
active footballers, behind Cris-
tiano Ronaldo (112) and Lionel 
Messi (79).

Despite his innumerable 
achievements as a top-class 
striker at both international 
and club level and his success 
with the teams he has played 
for, Chhetri remains as hungry 
as ever.

"If there's a trophy up for 
grabs, then I want to win it – it's 
as simple as that. There's not 
too many athletes or teams that 
are content with what's in their 
trophy cabinet. I'm no different.

"On an individual level, I am 
not a big fan of statistics, mile-
stones and accolades. Don't get 
me wrong, I am grateful for all 
that I've got and achieved. But 
to win with my team -- for 
country and club, that is every-
thing." 

Neymar Says World Cup In 
Qatar May Be His Last

France Wins Nations 
League With Mbappé 
Late Goal

AGENCIES

MILAN: Kylian Mbappé scored late as world 
champion France came from behind to win 
the Nations League with a 2-1 victory over 
Spain in the final on Sunday.

Mbappé netted with 10 minutes remain-
ing as France was again forced to fight back, 
just as it had done in the semifinals against 
Belgium.

There were few chances in a cagey final in 
Milan but the match burst into life shortly 
after the hour mark.

Moments after France hit the woodwork, 
Mikel Oyarzabal fired Spain in front but its 
lead lasted less than two minutes before a 
magnificent finish from Karim Benzema.

“This is the first piece of silverware I’ve 
won with France so I’m very proud and de-
lighted,” said Benzema, who only recently 
returned to the France squad after a five-
year absence.

“We played two top-level performances. 
We went out there to win the trophy so I’m 
delighted for the team as a whole and I’m 
proud as an individual.” 

AGENCIES

SAO PAULO: Brazil star Neymar says next 
year’s World Cup in Qatar could be the last 
of his career.

The comments by the 29-year-old strik-
er were made in the documentary “Ney-
mar & The Line Of Kings,” produced by 
DAZN. An excerpt was published on the 
channel’s Twitter feed on Sunday.

“Man, I think it will be my last World 
Cup,” Neymar said. “I am facing it like 
the last World Cup because I don’t know 
whether I will be able to, mentally, to en-
dure more soccer.”

“I will do everything possible to get there 
very well,” he added. “I will do all I can to 
win it with my country and realize my 
dream, the biggest since my boyhood.” Ney-
mar played in Brazil’s 0-0 draw at Colom-
bia later Sunday in a World Cup qualifying 
match. The Seleção leads the 10-team round 
robin competition with 28 points after 10 
games. Neymar missed last week’s 3-1 win 
at Venezuela because of suspension.

Brazil coach Tite was asked about Ney-
mar’s below-par performance, which in-
cluded 17 missed passes and 30 losses of 
possession.

“He is an exceptional player because he 
makes exceptional plays, he does it excep-
tionally and not ordinarily,” Brazil’s coach 
said. “He is a special player, we know it. 
And he was also well marked, sometimes 
by two players.”

The match in Barranquilla marked Ney-
mar’s first international match since the 
2-0 win against Peru on Sept. 10, in which 
he turned in a key Brazil performance 
with an assist and a goal. Despite his ef-
forts, Neymar made clear after the match 

that he is upset with the treatment he gets 
at home.

“I don’t know what else I need to do with 
this shirt for people to respect Neymar,” he 
said. Local media accused the striker of 
being out of shape in the 1-0 win at Chile 
earlier in September, which prompted the 
striker to walk around shirtless during 
training in a bid to demonstrate his fitness.

Against Peru, Neymar overtook Romário 
as Brazil’s top goal scorer in World Cup 
qualifiers, with 12 goals. He is also ap-
proaching Pelé’s record of 77 official goals 
for Brazil. The Paris Saint-Germain striker 
has scored 69 times for Brazil.

Neymar has so far played at two World 
Cups. In 2014, he picked up a back injury in 
the quarterfinals against Colombia, which 
stopped him from playing in the shocking 
7-1 semifinal loss to Germany.

In the most recent edition of the tour-
nament, Neymar had just returned from a 
serious foot injury and turned in an unim-
pressive performance in Brazil’s 2-1 quar-
terfinals defeat to Belgium. He left Russia 
2018 amid heavy criticism for his appar-
ently exaggerated reaction to being fouled.


