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Give light and people will 
find the way

–Ella Baker

Widom

ROHIT BACKED TO REPLACE 
KOHLI AS INDIA’S T20 CAPTAIN

ISRAEL’S PEGASUS: IS 
YOUR PHONE A ‘24-HOUR 
SURVEILLANCE DEVICE’ 

Between June 2020 and February 2021, the 
iPhones of nine Bahraini activists – including 
two dissidents exiled in London and three 
mem bers of the Bahrain Centre for Human 

NEW DELHI: Opener Rohit Sharma has 
demonstrated his leadership qualities in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) and is an obvious choice to 

Looking at “domestic crimes” through the lens of misogyny 
and patriarchy, it was commonly considered in the 1970s that 
guilty or violent acts committed under wedlock were too inap-
propriate to be prosecuted or brought to societal notice. This 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: A SILENT MALADY
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LG Wishes 
PM On Birthday
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Friday wished Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on his 71st birth-
day, and said his efforts towards 
development of the country have 
been a source of inspiration. Warm 
Birthday wishes to Hon’ble PM Shri 
@narendramodi Ji.I pray for his long 
& healthy life.  More On P6

Pistols Found During 
Search Operation
SRINAGAR: The government 
forces on Friday recovered arms 
and ammunition from a village in 
south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Army and police on Friday morn-
ing launched a search operation 
in Telangam village of the district 
and recovered four pistols and 
other ammunition from a militant 
hideout, officials said.
“Further probe in the matter is 
underway,” the official said.

Teen Biker 
Hits Pole, Dies
SRINAGAR: An 18-year-old mo-
torcyclist was killed while another 
was injured in a road accident near 
Lowdara crossing on Bandipora-
Srinagar highway in North Kash-
mir’s Bandipora district, officials 
said on Friday. An official said that 
the motorcyclist identified as Asgar 
Ahmad (18) son of Ghulam Nabi a 
resident of Saderkoot lost control 
over his bike and collided with an 
electric pole, resulting in critical 
injuries to him,   More On P6

Man Falls From 
Walnut Tree, Dies
SRINAGAR: A man died on Friday 
after falling from a walnut tree in 
south Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
40-year-old Farooq Ahmed Mir of 
Andoo, Nowgam Shangus lost con-
trol and slipped from a walnut tree 
on Friday evening, reports said. In the 
fall, Mir received serious injuries.
He was reportedly taken to the Sub-
District hospital Shangus for treat-
ment. However, the  More On P6
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IN THIS TERROR INCIDENT, he had 
sustained grievous bullet injuries and 
was shifted to hospital for the treatment, 

where he succumbed to his injuries.”

Policeman, Bihar 
Resident Shot 
Dead In Kulgam

J&K Logs 
155 More 
Covid Cases
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported on Friday 
155 fresh cases of novel coro-
navirus, most of them from 
Srinagar city, while the deadly 
infection claimed one more 
life in the Union Territory dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

According to of-
ficials, 133 cases 
of Covid-19 were 
reported from 
Kashmir Valley 
and the remain-
ing 22 from Jammu 
division, taking the 
total number of 
people infected since the 
outbreak of pandemic last 
year in J&K to 327621.

In Valley, Srinagar report-
ed the highest 96 new cases 
of coronavirus followed by 
Baramulla and Budgam with 
8 each, Ganderbal 7, Kupwara 
6, Pulwama and Bandipora 3 
each and one each case from 
Anantnag and  More On P6

Govt To Build Rs 40 Cr Transit 
Camp For KPs In Baramulla
Rehabilitation Of Kashmiri Migrants Our Core Concern: Sonowal

Munda Hails Forces For Fighting Multi-Front Wars

U
nion Minister for Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda on Friday lauded Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Jammu and 
Kashmir Police for fighting successful multi-front wars simultaneously including measures taken against mili-
tancy, crime and drugs. Munda, who is on two-day visit to Bandipora, made these remarks during his interaction 

with the CRPF personnel of 3rd Battalion during his visit to District Police Lines (DPL) at Kaloosa here, an official spokes-
person said Friday. The Minister, he said, was briefed by Commandant CRPF 3rd battalion Rakesh Sharma about various 
measures taken in maintaining peace and harmony in the district.“The Union Minister appreciated  More On P6

J&K Best Among Country In 
Terms Of Health Facilities: LG

Wazir's Murder Was Planned 
For 2 Months: Police

ACB Nabs 
Cop While 
Accepting Bribe
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: A policeman was ar-
rested by authorities of the Anti 
Corruption Bureau (ACB) on 
Friday while accepting a bribe 
from a person in connection 
with a case registered against 
the members of his family in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Poonch 
district, officials said.

The ACB received a written 
complaint alleging that Head 
Constable Bashir Ahmed, who 
is posted in Surankote po-
lice station, was demanding 
a bribe of Rs 10,000 from the 
complainant, they said.

The constable was the in-
vestigating officer in a case 
registered against the father, 
brother and  More On P6

Tarigami Urges Govt To 
Review Sacking Order
'A Person Is Innocent Until Proven Guilty'

Art 370 Will 
Be Restored 
In Future: 
Mehbooba

Leopard Mauls 
Minor In Budgam

How Kitchen Blast Consumed Family Dinner, Daughter In Handwara

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A railway police-
man and a non-local resident on 
Friday were shot dead by mili-
tants in two separate attacks in 
south Kashmir's Kulgam district.

Railway constable Bantu 
Sharma was fired upon by 
unidentified militants near 
Shemford School in Wanpoh 
area of the district on Friday 
evening, officials said. In the 
militant attack, Sharma sus-
tained serious injuries.

He was removed to a nearby 
hospital in critical condition. 
However, the doctors there de-
clared him dead on arrival, of-
ficials said.

Soon after Sharma’s killing, a 
joint team of police and para-
military reached the area and 

launched a manhunt to nab the 
assailants, reports said.

According to the reports, the 
joint team questioned many pass-
erby about the identity of the mil-
itants involved in the attack.

In a statement issued here 
this evening, a police spokes-
person said that preliminary 
investigation has revealed that 
“terrorists” had fired indiscrimi-
nately upon police personnel 
Bantu Sharma son of Trilokinath 
Sharma resident of Wanpoh 
Kulgam near Shemford School 
Wanpoh around 6:00pm Friday

“In this terror incident, he had 
sustained grievous bullet inju-
ries and was shifted to hospital 
for the treatment, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries,” he said.

“Police has registered a case 
in this regard  More On P6

Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: Union Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal an-
nounced on Friday that a 
transit camp at a cost of Rs 
40 crore will be constructed 
for accommodation of 336 
Kashmiri Pandit migrant 
families here as part of efforts 
to rehabilitate them in the 
Kashmir Valley.

Sonowal made these re-
marks after laying the foun-
dation stone of Transit 
Accommodation Camp at 
Khawjabagh here, an official 

spokesperson said.
The Transit camp, having 

the accommodation facil-
ity for about 337 families, 
shall be constructed at an 

estimated cost of Rs 4032 
lakh with a cost of Rs 12 lakh 
on each flat. About 50 kanals 
of land has been acquired for 
the purpose.  More On P6

Launches ‘Elderline’ 
For Senior Citizens

T
he Union Territory Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Friday launched 

a national helpline for senior 
citizens of Jammu and Kashmir 
and announced that J&K main-
tenance and welfare for Parents 
and Senior citizens Rules 2021 will 
be notified in a few days.
The LG launched the Senior Citizens 
National Helpline ''Elderline"-14567 
in J&K, at Raj Bhavan here on Fri-
day, an official spokesperson said. 
The LG, he said, also distributed 
motorized  More On P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha said on Friday 
that the Union Territory is 
one of the best performing re-
gions in the country in terms 
of health facilities and his ad-
ministration has developed 

state-of-the-art health infra to 
ensure the best medical facili-
ties for our citizens

Sinha made these remarks 
during the inauguration of 
the first batch of BUMS at 
Government Unani Medical 
College, Ganderbal with 
Union Minister of AYUSH, and 
Ports, Shipping,   More On P6

S
lamming the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) chief Mehbooba Mufti on 
Friday said a time will come when Article 370 and 

35A will be restored in Jammu and Kashmir and the gov-
ernment will be compelled to say that it  More On P6

Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: CPI(M) leader 
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami on 
Friday said the latest orders of 
the Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration regarding termination 
of a government employee's 
service for alleged involvement 
in terrorism and subversion and 
mandating vigilance clearance 

for getting passports were arbi-
trary decisions that are not good 
in a democracy.  More On P6

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A minor boy on 
Friday was mauled to death 
by a leopard in Soibugh, area 
of central Kashmir’s Budgam 
district.

7-year-old Arhan Showkat 
Mir of Haran village of 
Soibugh was 
o u t s i d e 
his home 
on Friday 
evening 
when a 
l e o p a r d 
appeared 
there and 
p o u n c e d 
upon him, 

reports said. The mutilated 
body of the minor was recov-
ered by his family and neigh-
bours around 60 meters from 
his home.

The killing of Arhan comes 
over three months after a mi-
nor girl was mauled to death by 
a leopard in a similar incident.

On June 5, five-year-old Ada 
Yasir’s mutilated body 

was recovered 
near a nursery in 
Ompora area of 
the district after 
nightlong search 
by her frantic 

family mem-
bers,  More 

On P6

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The accused in 
National Conference leader 
Trilochan Singh Wazir's murder 
case were planning his killing for 
the past two-three months and 
planted fake evidence to mislead 
the police, taking inspiration from 
Bollywood movie Drishyam', offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The body of 67-year-old 
Wazir with the head wrapped 
in a plastic bag was found on 
September 9 in a washroom of a 
flat in Moti Nagar in west Delhi, 
which was taken on rent by his 
acquaintance Harpreet Singh 
(31), a native of Amritsar.

Police said they have arrested 
two people from Jammu -- 
Rajender Chaudhary alias Raju 
Ganja (33) and Balbir Singh 
alias Billa (67) -- while two 
suspects Harpreet Singh and 
Harmeet Singh are absconding.

Several police teams have 
been formed to trace the ab-
sconding accused.

The four accused had planned 
to dump the body at a metro 
station or IGI airport and visited 
the places but couldn't succeed 
in their plan, police said.

Elaborating on how it all hap-
pened, police said that Harpreet 
had called his classmate 
Chaudhary to Delhi from Mumbai 
on August 14, assuring him of the 
job of a taxi driver here.

On the directions of Harpreet, 
he left Delhi on September 1 
from Basai Darapur and went to 
Punjab and  More On P6

Auqib Javeed

H
ours after sundown on 
16 September 2021, Aadil 
Wani ambled towards 

home after hanging out with his 
friends in the village souk. He 
was in jolly mood and looking 
forward to have a dinner with 
his family. They had already 
huddled around Dastarkhawn 
and were calling him home for 
the last shared-meal of the day.

But he had no hunch that he 
would be soon attending a mas-
sive crisis created by a mysteri-
ous blast in his family kitchen.

Unlike his routine homecom-
ings, he was rattled by the blast at 
his doorsteps. Before a brief brain-
fade moment numbed him, he 

had seen an orange fire ball ema-
nating from his kitchen. After re-
gaining his posture, he ran inside.

In the darkness which had to 
be driven out by his cellphone 
torch, he spotted something that 
skipped his heartbeat.

He yelled as his kid-sister ly-
ing in a pool of blood, but there 
was no response.

“I took her in my arms and 
rushed her to the hospital with-
in no time,” Aadil told Kashmir 
Observer.

“I was desperately praying for 
her recovery, but she had bled 
profusely and couldn’t survive.”

Saying this, Aadil wept bitter-
ly over what he called a rudest 
shock of his life.

A Humanities student, his 

seventeen-year-old sibling, 
Shabnum was the “brightest 
student and the most caring 
person” he had known.

“I had never imagined that she 
would die in-front of me,” Aadil 
sobs. “I was helpless and couldn’t 
even console her for the last time.”

What happened at 
Handwara’sTarapora area at the 
twilight of Thursday might well be 
a case of a cryptic blast triggered 

by some ‘scrap’ explosive—the 
fatal sounds of which are quite 
familiar in Kashmir—but the dev-
astated scenes, many say, make it 
Kashmir’s “regularized ruin”.

As voiced by one of the wit-
nesses, the blast which police is 
saying “took place in scrap ma-
terials consisting of unexplored 
shell and grenade” had left be-
hind the war-torn scenes.

“The scene at the house was hor-
rible,” recalls Mohammad Yaseen, a 
neighbour who rushed to the Wani 
house soon after the blast.

“The food was scattered and 
the utensils in the kitchen were 
dotted with holes. The floor was 
awash with blood, while the 
blast-rattled comatose bodies 
were strewn all over the room.”

After Yaseen and other neigh-
bours took the blast victims to 
the hospital, Aadil was already 
mourning over his dead sibling’s 
body. He was shocked to see his 
other family members being ad-
mitted in grievous injured state.

“I had no idea that my other 
family members were also in-
jured in the blast,” Aadil, strug-
gling for words, says. “I was 
grappling with many emotions 
in one go and took time to make 
sense of the things.”

With her family members 
admitted in different hospitals 
for treatment, Aadil was told 
that during his family dinner on 
September 16, the blast rocked 
the house soon after the elec-
tricity went off.  More On P6
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ARCHITECTURE& DESIGNS

Archi Designs
Architecture, Structure ,Interiors designs 
and Private Contracts
Chinnar Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar
Contact:-9018381436/7006897503

AUTOMOBILE

Al Buraq
For Used Cars  & Two Wheelers
Arabal Shalimar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006599421/9018298241
WhatsAAp:- 7006599421

BOUTIQUES

SEW IN STYLE BY NISSA
A complete Boutique to style your life, San-
nat Nagar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006585552

CLOTHING & HOME 

APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing and home appliances 
at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

COMPUTERS

 Macces computers
Ground floor & 1st floor Polo view Srinagar
Contact:-01942457988

CROCKERY AND GIFT ITEMS

Heaven Crockery
Main Market Dalgate Srinagar
Contact:-9906629707

DEPARTMENTAL STORE

Cash N Carry
Super Store
Jawahir Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-9622904015

C. P Needs

Dalgate, Srinagar
Contact:-9419064835

ELECTRONICS

10X Mobile Store
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

Pleasure
1st floor Akhara, Blgd, Budshah Chowk, 
Srinagar.
Contact:-9622693484 

Adnan Electronics
Furniture Market Babodhem Srinagar
Contact:-8493957698

Off Complus
2nd floor Chnander Chinnar Bldg Regal 
Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9419069964/9797000252

Mobile Accessories
2nd floor Chnander Chinnar Bldg Regal 
Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9622430737

 Tech World
All Mobile and Electronic Accessories Xerox 
also available. 
 Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:- 9149965005/9682370979

ELECTRICAL 

Butt Co
Dalgate Srinagar
Contact:-9419071159 

Punjoo trading Co
Nowhata Chowk Srinagar
Contact:-9796370068/7006045451

FURNITURE& FIXTURES

Gulfam Furniture
New Road Bagwaan pora Srinagar
Contact:-9419001154

Sunny Furniture
Nakashpora Barbarshah Srinagar
Contact:-9469323572

REAL-ESTATE

Closers ( The  Broker Network)

Commercial & Residential Plots on Sale
Contact:-+91 700 696 5635

STATIONERIES

Media Stationers
Dalgate Near CD Hospital Srinagar
Contact:-7006083439

SALONS & SPA

Creators Salon For Men
Hair/Spa/Beauty
Sannat nagar Srinagar
Contact:-9103119812

SERVICE PROVIDERS

Carpet Cleaning
QUALITY SERVICES
AFFORDABLE PRICES 
Contact No:-7780805347

Valley Associates
E-Filling-TDS, Income Tax Returns sales 
Tax ,GST, and all Account related jobs 
Contact:- 9419540025

Labour Jobs

Mohd  Ashraf   9419480345 / 9149940701.
Idrees Bhat-                             9908433040
Asif Bhat -                               9084190855

Plumbing Jobs
AH Tube wells-                      9419006446
Amriz Services-                     7947411032
Valley Plumbers -                  7947130027
Shah Constructions-              7947130111
 Electric & Plumbing –          7947130256
Ajaz Plumber-                        6008402994

Carpenter  Jobs
Manpreet Sigh-                      9988612761
Mohammad Yaseen-              9419502845
Mohammad Ishfaq -               6064850094
Wasta Aashiq-                          606480982
Kuljit Singh-                          9906480421
Najjar Furniture Works-        9906598910
Umaid & Company-              7889686402
Suraj Joinery Works-             9906698804

Tutorials
Home Tutions
Excellent Coaching for,
9th,10th,11th &12th classes
Contact:-7006515740

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGNS

Archi Designs

Architecture, Structure ,
Interiors designs  and  Private Contracts

Chinnar Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar
Contact:-9018381436/7006897503

AUTOMOBILE

Al Buraq
For  Used  Cars  & Two Wheelers

Arabal Shalimar, Srinagar

Contact:-7006599421/9018298241

WhatsAAp:- 7006599421

BOUTIQUES
SEW IN STYLE BY NISSA

A complete Boutique  To Style Your Life,

Sannat Nagar, Srinagar
Contact:-7006585552

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.

Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE

All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories
Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979

SALONS & SPA

CREATORS SALON FOR MEN

Hair/Spa/
Beauty

Sannat nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9103119812

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES 

OFFICE OF THE SENIOR PROJECT 
OFFICER, FISHERIES 

GAGRIBAL, SRINAGAR

TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of his Excellency, the Lt. Governor 
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 
sealed tenders are invited from registered 
suppliers / dealers having GSTIN/income 
tax certificates for supply of aquaria, 
aquarium accessories, fish fanning items 
and office items. The tenders must reach to 
this office by or before 27-09-2021 up-to 
2 PM the details of items along with terms 
and conditions can be had from office of 
the undersigned till 30-09-2021 up-to 
4 PM .The tenders must be accompanied 
with demand draft of Rs.500/- Rupees(Five 
Hundred Only) favoring Senior Project 
Officer, Fisheries Gagribal Srinagar and Bid 
security Declaration Form instead of Earnest 
Money as per the circular of the Finance 
Department. If last day of submitting the 
tenders happens to be holiday, same will 
be received on next working day.
DIPK-8848/21  Senior Project Officer, 

Gagribal, Srinagar

JAMMU AND KASHMIR PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Solina Srinagar, KaShmir - 190001

website:http://jkpsc.nic.in Jammu: 0191-2566528 (f) 2566530
email:jkpscsecretary@gmail.com Srinagar; 0194-2312629(f) 2312631

Subject: Interview for the post of Assistant Professor, Home Science in Higher Education Department.
notice 

DateD: - 16 -09-2021
The following candidates are hereby shortlisted for interview for the post of Assistant Professor, Home Science in Higher Education 
Department to be held on 20-09-2021 at J&K Public Service Commission Office Complex, Solina, Srinagar.

S. No Name of candidate Parentage Time Category
1. NITU SHARMA PK SHARMA 09:00 AM OM
2. TANZILA HAMID ABDUL HAMID BAZAZ 09:00 AM OM
3. DEEPTI SALOTRA KRISHAN KUMAR 09:00 AM OM
4. DR ARCHANA BHAT RAJESH K SHARMA 09:00 AM OM
5. AFREEN NIYAZ NIYAZ AHMAD MIR 09:00 AM OM
6. MANPREET KOUR ASA SINGH 09:00 AM OM
7. RUCHIRA SAPRU BANSI LAL SAPRU 09:00 AM OM
8. UMERA BABA MOHMAD ASHRAF BABA 09:00 AM OM
9. ANUPRIYA SINGH JAGJIT SINGH JASROTIA 09:00 AM OM

10. RAFIYA NISAR NISAR AHMAD BAZAZ 09:00 AM OM
11. NADHIA HUSSAIN MOHAMAD HUSSAIN 09:00 AM OM
12. SUMERA MOHAMMAD ASHRAF BABA 09:00 AM OM
13. MADHU BURMA MUNSHI LAL 01:00 PM OM
14. SHAKIRA YOUSUF SHAWL MOHAMMAD YOUSUF SHAWL 01:00 PM OM
15. IESHA SHARMA MADAN LAL 01:00 PM OM
16. PREETI GUPTA MOHAN LAL GUPTA 01:00 PM OM
17. ANESA MAJEED ABDUL MAJEED KHAN 01:00 PM OM
18. TAHIRA SIDIQ MOHD SIDIQ BHAT 01:00 PM OM
19. RYHANA ABDULLAH MOHMAD ABDULLAH KUMAR 01:00 PM RBA
20. IMRAN RASHID AB RASHID WANI 01:00 PM RBA
21. TASHI DOLKAR TUNDUP ANGDUS 01:00 PM ST
22. TAZIM AKHTAR LAL DIN KALIS 01:00 PM ST

23. RAVINA KOUSAR LAL MOHD 01:00 PM
ST  (Subject to production of 
Category Certificate)

NotE:-
1)  The candidature of all the candidates is purely provisional. The documents of the Candidates will be again verified at the time of interview. In case 

any discrepancy with the respect to age and other eligibility conditions is noticed, the candidates shall not be allowed to appear in the interview or 
where the candidate has already appeared in the interview his candidature shall be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio.

2) The candidates shall produce their original certificates/testimonials along with hardcopy of application form on the date of interview.
3) All the candidates are directed to produce the copy of M.Phil/Ph.D dissertations /thesis at the time of interview before the Interview Board.
4) Experience, if any, or as applicable shall be submitted by the candidates as per the prescribed format already notified either before the commence-

ment of interview or at the time of interview.
5) The candidates shall ensure that the Publications/Presentations/Books/Book Chapter which they intend to place before the Interview Board for 

evaluation shall be properly bound and indexed with cover page in the following format:-

I. RESEARcH foR PublIcAtIoN

S.  No. Title of Paper Name of Journal Contrb. as lst 2nd, 
or  3rd  Author

Date of 
Acceptance

Date of 
Publication

UGC/non -UGC (with 
ISSN No)

NotE
i. All the documents must be published/accepted upto cut-off date,
ii. Case Reports/Review of Original Article/popular article/Abstracts not to be considered.
iii. The publications/research paper/articles forming part of M.Phil/Ph.D (dissertation/thesis) shall not count for grant of weightage.
iv. Candidate must submit proof of recognition of the journal.

II. coNfERENcES
S. No. Date of presentation of 

paper in the conference
Seminar/ conference title of the paper presented

National International

1. Papers presented in National/International level Conferences/Seminars alone will be considered.
2. No paper presented in any conference held after cut-off date must be considered.
3. No papers presented in regional level conference like North West Zone etc shall be considered for acceptance.
4. Papers already accepted under “publications” shall not be considered if presented in any National/International level Conference and vice versa.
5. Certificate of participation alone is not to be considered. The certificate should also include/mention the title of paper presented in the conference 

(National/International)

II. bookS wItH ISbN oN tHE RElEvANt SubjEct muSt bE wItHIN cut-off DAtE.

Declaration 
I have read and understood the contents of the above format. I hereby declare that all the information given by me and statements made 
thereunder in the format are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and are in accordance with the prescribed rules/statements 
made hereinabove. I further undertake that if any of the above information is found to be incorrect or false or anything have been suppressed or 
omitted therefrom, the Commission shall be at liberty to take action as warranted.

Signature of the candidate

Dated: 16 -09-2021  (R. K. Katoch) JKAS Secretary
No. PSC/DR/AP-Home Science/2017  J&K Public Service Commission
DIPK-8803/21

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

MADINA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
KRIPALPORA BALA, PATTAN

Fee structure for academic session 2020- 2021

S.NO. Class
Monthly 

Tution Fee

Annual Fee for 

previously/already 

enrolled students

Annual Fee 

for new/ fresh 

enrolled students
01 05th Class 380=00 970=00 1300=00
02 04th Class 350=00 970=00 1300=00
03 03rd Class 330=00 970=00 1300=00
04 02nd Class 320=00 870=00 1100=00
05 Ist Class 300=00 870=00 1100=00
06 U.K.G. 270=00 400=00 800=00
07 L.K.G. 260=00 400=00 800=00
08 Nursery 220=00 400=00 800=00

Note: 100% concession in tution fee is given to orphans 

students and 50% concession to handicapped students and 

wards of employees.
Sd/- Chairman

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

MADINA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
HANJIWEERA PAYEEN, PATTAN

Fee Structure For Academic Session 2020- 2021

S.NO. Class
Monthly 

Tution Fee

Annual Fee for 

previously/already 

enrolled students

Annual Fee 

for new/ fresh 

enrolled students
01 05th Class 380=00 970=00 1300=00
02 04th Class 350=00 970=00 1300=00
03 03th Class 330=00 970=00 1300=00
04 02nd Class 320=00 870=00 1100=00
05 Ist Class 300=00 870=00 1100=00
06 U.K.G. 270=00 400=00 800=00
07 L.K.G. 260=00 400=00 800=00
08 Nursery 220=00 400=00 800=00

Note: 100% concession in tution fee is given to orphans 

students and 50% concession to handicapped students and 

wards of employees.
Sd/- Chairman

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

MADINA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL
BALIHARAN, PATTAN

Fee structure for academic session 2020- 2021

S.NO. Class
Monthly 

Tutlon Fee

Annual Fee for 

previously/already 

enrolled students

Annual Fee new/ 

fresh enrolled 

students
01 10th Class 750=00 3000=00 3000=00
02 09th Class 700=00 3000=00 3000=00
03 08th Class 550=00 2500=00 2500=00
04 07th Class 500=00 2500=00 2500=00
05 06th Class 450=00 2500=00 2500-00
06 05th Class 380=00 1600=00 1700=00
07 04th Class 350=00 1600=00 1700=00
08 03th Class 330=00 1600=00 1700=00
09 02nd Class 320=00 1500=00 1600=00
10 Ist Class 300=00 1500=00 1600=00
11 U.K.G. 270=00 400=00 800=00
12 L.K.G. 260=00 400=00 800=00
13 Nursery 220=00 400=00 800=00

Note: 100% concession in tution fee is given to orphans 

students and 50% concession to handicapped students and 

wards of employees.
Sd/- Chairman

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

MADINA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
KRIPALPORA BALA, PATTAN

Fee structure for academic session 2020- 2021

S.NO. Class
Monthly 

Tutlon Fee

Annual Fee for 

previously/already 

enrolled students

Annual Fee new/ 

fresh enrolled 

students
01 05th Class 380=00 970=00 1300=00 
02 04th Class 350=00 970=00 1300=00
03 03rd Class 330=00 970=00 1300=00
04 02nd Class 320=00 870=00 1100=00
05 Ist Class 300=00 870=00 1100=00
06 U.K.G. 270=00 400=00 800=00
07 L.K.G. 260=00 400=00 800=00
08 Nursery 220=00 400=00 800=00

Note: 100% concession in tution fee is given to orphans 

students and 50% concession to handicapped students and 

wards of employees.
Sd/- Chairman

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

MADINA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
ARAMPORA, PATTAN.

fee structure for academic session 2020- 2021

S.NO. Class
Monthly 

Ttution Fee

Annual Fee for 

previously/already 

enrolled students

Annual Fee 

for new/ fresh 

enrolled students
01 05th Class 380=00 970=00 1300=00
02 04lh Class 350=00 970=00 1300=00
03 03rd Class 330=00 970=00 1300=00
04 02nd Class 320=00 870=00 1100=00
05 Ist Class 300=00 870=00 1100=00
06 U.K.G. 270=00 400=00 800=00
07 L.K.G. 260=00 400=00 800=00
08 Nursery 220=00 400=00 800=00

Note: 100% concession in tution fee is given to orphans 

students and 50% concession to handicapped students and 

wards of employees.
Sd/- Chairman

Public Notice
This is for the information to the general public 

that I, Firdous Ahmad Hajam S/o Gh. Nabi Hajam 

R/o Tarahama want to apply for duplicate 8th Pass 

Certificate from Govt Middle School Tarahama. If 
anybody have any objection he/she may file the 
same with Principal Govt Middle School Tarahama 
within 7 days. No objection will be entertained 

afterwards. 



Saturday | 18-09-2021 03CITY
DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Open)

•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

This Day in History

•	 96  - Nerva is proclaimed Roman Emperor after 

Domitian is assassinated.

•	 324  - Chrysopolis Emperor Constantine beats 

Emperor Licinius

•	 1454  - In the Battle of Chojnice, the Polish army 

is defeated by the Teutonic army during the 

Thirteen Years' War.

•	 1502 -  Christopher Columbus lands at Costa Rica 

on his 4th & last voyage

•	 1739 -  Turkey & Austria sign peace treaty-Austria 

cedes Belgrade to Turks

•	 1759 -  Battle of Quebec ends, French surrender 

to British who capture Quebec City.

•	 1864 -  Battle of Martinsburg, Virginia

•	 1914 -  Battle of Aisne ends with Germans beating 

French during WW I

•	 1914  - South African troops land in German 

South West Africa

•	 1918  - Battle of Megiddo (Palestine) starts

•	 1934 -  USSR admitted to League of Nations

•	 1943 -  Adolf Hitler orders deportation of Danish 

Jews (unsuccessful)

•	 1959 -  Vanguard 3 launched into Earth orbit

•	 1976 -  Mao Zedong's funeral takes place in 

Beijing

•	 1980  - Soyuz 38 carries 2 cosmonauts (1 Cuban) 

to Salyut 6 space station

•	 1987  - US & USSR sign accord to remove mid 

range missiles

•	 1987  - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern 

Kazakh/Semipalitinsk USSR

•	 1990 -  Liechtenstein becomes a member of the 

United Nations.

•	 1990 -  Crude prices outpace increases in product 

prices and there is talk of cutting refinery runs.

•	 1991  - Space shuttle STS 48 (Discovery 14) lands

•	 1995  - Space shuttle STS-69 (Endeavour 9), lands

•	 2007  - Pervez Musharraf announces that he 

will step down as army chief and restore civilian 

rule to Pakistan, but only after he is re-elected 

president.

•	 2007 -  Buddhist monks join anti-government 

protesters in Myanmar, starting what some 

called the Saffron Revolution.

•	 2012  - World's first mother-to-daughter uterus 

transplant undertaken at the University of 

Gothenburg

•	 2016 -  Earliest known fishooks at 23,000 

years old discovered on Okinawa Island, Japan, 

findings published in PNAS journal

•	 2016 -0 In Russian elections Putin-backed United 

Russia party wins 54% of Parliamentary seats 

led by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev

•	 2017  - Hurricane Maria passes over the Caribbean 

island of Dominica as a category 5 hurricane, 

destroying 90% of structures and killing 27
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 From KO Archives 

4 Teenagers Die In LoC Blast 
Jawan, 5 Militants Among 10 Killed 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Four teenagers were blown to pieces after a live 
artillery shell they were fiddling with in a village in Uri sector 
of the line of the control (LoC) exploded today. Elsewhere, 10 
people including a jawan and five militants were killed even 
as security fames arrested a militant across the state since 
yesterdays. Some shops in Tral bazaar were damaged in an 
IED blast near the bus stand last night.

According to reports received from Uri.  4 teenagers in-
cluding a brother and a sister in the age group of 12 and 14 
were killed at Garkot village on the Wednesday afternoon in 
a Shell explosion.

Three teenagers were out grazing the cattle when one of 
them found some unexploded shells in the field.When one 
of the boy started fiddling with a shell it exploded killing all 
three of them on spot, police sources in the Baramulla said.
The village has been witness to intermittent exchange of ar-
tillery shells and mortar firing between India and Pakistani 
troops during recent weeks.

Lance Naik Gian Singh of 14 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) was killed 
when A group of militants ambushed  an army patrol in Panar 
forests in Bandipora  area of Baramulla  district in north Kash-
mir , earlier an official spokesman said.

 He said troops returned the fire but the militants escaped.  
Reinforcements had been rushed to the forest area to flush 
out the militants. The operation was going on when the re-
ports last came in.

 in another incident, a miltiant identified as Muhammad 
Asgar Khan alias Waheed s. o Ghulam Rabhani of Chak Ar-
sala Khan was killed in an armed clash with the troops of 
14 Rashtriya Rifles a at Chek Arasalan khan  in Bandipora 
last night, the spokesman said . Some arms and ammunition 
were recovered from the spot.

Unidentified gunmen shot dead Ab Razak Lone s/o Ghulam 
Ahmad Inside his house at Waterkhani Drugmulla in Kup-
wara district early last night.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 18, 2000)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B CONSTRUCTION 
DIVISION No. IST SRINAGAR.

  NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

FOR MACADAM WORKS
NIT No._45 of 2021-22/8056-72 DATED:_16-09-2021.

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and 

other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs)
Cost of T/Doc.

(In Rupees )
Time of

completion
Class of

Contractor
Ref. to T.S 

Ref. to  Auth. 
/A.A

M.Head

1 2 3 4 6 8

1.

Restoration of road Pot holes at 
Syedpora Hamchi to Batpora by way 
of providing and laying 50mm thick 
bituminous macadam in patches/
steatches and 40mm dense 
bituminous concrete in steatches 
( Machine mixed to be laid with 
paver). 

4,50,000/-
Incl. C/o tar

200/- 02 Days

AAY  (Civil)/          
(HMPO)

&  
Regd. HMPO 

SE PWD (R&B) 
Sgr-Bud/436 

of 2021-22 
dtd.14-09-

2021

Auth. No. 
CE/R&B/K/

Plg/21785-94 
dtd.15-09-

2021

3054 (M&R) 
Potholes 
2021-22

Position of Funds:-Available. (Formal LOI /AOC will be issued after funds are released on BEAMS).

1.	 The	Bidding	documents	Consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	Drawings,	bill	of		quantities	(B.O.Q),	Set	of	terms	and	conditions	of	contract	
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 16/09/2021
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17.09.2021 from 10.00 AM.
3 Bid submission Start Date 17.09.2021 from 10.30 AM.
4 Bid Submission End Date 22.09.2021 upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 23.09.2021	at	11:00	AM	in	the	office	of	Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Construction	Division	No.	ISt	Sgr.

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer (R&B) Construction Division No. Ist Sgr.(tender inviting 

authority) and Bid security Declaration as per format given in SBD. The Performance Security Deposit has to be submitted by the lowest bidder L1(3% of quoted cost) within 

two (2) days from the date of Opening of Bids which will be released after successful completion of work with DLP.

3.	 The	date	and	time	of	opening	of	Bids	shall	be	notified	on	Web	Site	www.jktenders.gov.in	and	conveyed	to	the	bidders	automatically	through	an	e-mail	message	on	their	
e-mail	address.	The	bids	of	Responsive	bidders	shall	be	opened	online	on	same	Web	Site	in	the	Office	of	Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Construction	Division	No.	IStSgr.	(tender	
receiving authority).

4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

a.	 Any	bidder/	tenderer	withdraws	his	bid/	tender	during	the	period	of	bid	validity	or	makes	any	modifications	in	the	terms	and	conditions	of	the	bid.	
b.	 Failure	of	Successful	bidder	to	furnish	the	required	performance	security	within	the	specified	time	limit.	
c.	 Failure	of	Successful	bidder	to	execute	the	agreement	within	28	days	after	fixation	of	contract.	
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 

6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint 

bid submission process. 

6.2.	 To	participate	in	bidding	process,	bidders	have	to	get	‘Digital	Signature	Certificate	(DSC)’	as	per	Information	Technology	Act-2000.	Bidders	can	get	digital	certificate	from	
any approved Vendor. 

6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form. 

6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. 

6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid. 

6.6. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid. 

7.	 The	tender	/	bid	is	liable	to	rejection	if	it	does	not	fulfill	the	requirements	as	laid	down	in	NIT	and		SBD.
8. All other terms and conditions shall be strictly as per SBD circulated vide letter No. CE/RBK/HD/29158-88 dated 10-02-2018

No. 8056-72  sd./

Dated: 16-09-2021 Executive Engineer

DIPK-8812/21   ( R&B) Construction Division No. Ist Sgr

No.Fc/81-1/2021

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NATIONAL FIRE SERVICE COLLEGE, NAGPUR

ADVERTISEMENT NO-1/TRAINING - 2021 

B.E (FIRE ENGINEERING) 7th Batch -2021-22

Applications are invited for admission 
into B.E (Fire Engineering) 7th Batch 
1st year for academic year 2021-22 in 
the prescribed proforma uploaded in 
the website www.nfscnagpur.nic.in.
The admission will be purely on basis 
of JEE • CRL Ranking. For further 
information, details are given in the 
website of www.nfscnagpur.nic.in.

davp 19135/11/0001/2122 DIRECTOR

Div Com Stresses For Intensified 
Covid-19 Vaccination In City

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Pandurang K. Pole on Friday 
stressed for further intensifying 
the Covid-19 vaccination drive 
across Srinagar during a meeting 
convened at Divisional Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir (DCCRK), 
here to review the progress of Co-
vid-19 vaccination drive and CAB 
in Srinagar district.

The meeting was attended by 
Mission Director NHM, Moham-
mad Yaseen Chowdary; Direc-
tor Health Services Kashmir, 
Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad Rather; 
Incharge Divisional Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir (DCCRK), 
Tahir Ahmad Magray; CMO Sri-
nagar, Dr. Jameel and others.

The Div Com reviewed the 
progress achieved in the ongoing 

vaccination campaign against Co-
vid-19 in the Srinagar district. He 
stressed for further intensifying 
the Covid-19 vaccination drive 
across Srinagar in all eligible 
age groups and also in recently 
emerged hot spot areas.

At the outset, Incharge DCCRK 
briefed the Div Com about the 
vaccination teams adding that 
there are 175 such teams already 
working in Srinagar.

The Div Com directed the Dis-
trict Officers and officials to aug-
ment further vaccination teams 
in district Srinagar and also di-
rected the CMO Srinagar to en-
sure a minimum of 300 vaccina-
tion sites in the district where an 
eligible population can get hassle 
free vaccination jabs.

He emphasized upon the need of 
providing adequate trained staff at 
these sites for which he directed to 

use the additional staff from Gov-
ernment Medical College Srinagar, 
Government Dental College Sri-
nagar and DRDO Awantipora. 

The Div Com further directed 
CMO Srinagar to identify these 
low coverage and hot spot areas 
in his district and pace up the va-
cation drive on a Mission Mode 
Model in the district.

He also directed to utilize the 
services of supportive staff in the 
form of BLOs, Patwaris, NDRF, 
SDRF, Anganwadi workers, ASHAs, 
Physical Education Teachers, SMC 
workers, local community leaders, 
religious preachers etc to further 
strengthen the Covid-19 vaccina-
tion drive across Srinagar. 

Pole emphasized the role of 
Chief Clerics and Grand Muftis in 
appealing people for taking jabs 
and following Covid-19 appropri-
ate behavior by using their pre-re-

corded audio visual message bytes.
He also directed Director Health 

Services Kashmir to nominate 
health workers (vaccinators) for 
the colleges whose services can 
be utilized in vaccination drives 
in hot spot areas as well. He also 
stressed upon the need of creating 
more vaccination sites and direct-
ed CMO Srinagar to facilitate pri-
vate health institutions to create 
such sites in those hospitals. 

In order to ensure the effec-
tive and time bound vaccination 
drive, he emphasized the need 
for having a robust monitoring 
and reporting system in place and 
directed the concerned to ensure 
reporting of adequate and reliable 
data on a daily basis to DCCRK.

Mass Awareness about the dis-
ease and its preventive measures 
can act as a game changer so a 
clear direction was passed to CMO 

Srinagar to use IEC material at ev-
ery vaccination site appropriately. 

The Div Com directed vaccina-
tion sites to be set up at big shop-
ping complexes and entry to be 
given to only those people who 
have taken their vaccination jabs.

He once again reiterated the 
importance of having small gath-
erings at the weddings and for 
large gatherings the permission 
needs to be sought from con-
cerned Tehsildars for which the 
number of guests cannot be ex-
tended beyond 25 people.

At the end of the meeting Div 
Com directed Incharge DCCRK to 
impart sensitization training to 
college students as well as dif-
ferent RJs for adopting CAB and 
clearing misinformation regard-
ing vaccination for which re-
source persons of Public Health 
Specialty should be utilized.

'Flu Vaccine In Times Of 
Covid Crisis More Important'

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Doctors Associa-
tion Kashmir (DAK) on Fri-
day said flu vaccine in times 
of Covid crisis is more im-
portant than ever. 

“As the flu season is just 
around the corner, addition of 
another respiratory illness on 
top of ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic could overburden the 
health care system and com-
pound efforts to stamp out 
the novel coronavirus,” said 
DAK President and influenza 
expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan. 

“Since we are expecting 
another surge of Covid in this 
fall and winter, it is important 
to conserve hospital resources 
for those with Covid,” he said

“Flu vaccines can take a 
big burden off our medical 
infrastructure. And if we can 
keep people out of hospital 
with flu, we can better deal 
with the likely upswing in 
Covid infections,” he added.

Dr Hassan said you can 
catch the flu and Covid at the 
same time and that increas-
es your risk of ending up in 
ICU or on a ventilator.

“Flu can weaken your im-
mune system, which could 
make you susceptible to get-
ting Covid and make it harder 
for you to fight off,” he said.

The DAK President said 
getting a flu shot will de-
crease a person’s risk of get-
ting Co-infection of both the 
flu and Covid-19. It will also 
limit the confusion over the 
two viral infections, which 

have similar symptoms, and 
free up hospital beds to treat 
patients with Covid-19.

He said last year flu season 
was mild due to mitigation 
measures in place because to 
Covid-19 pandemic.

However, as we participate 
in more in-person activities, 
we expect that influenza 
could circulate at much high-
er levels this fall and winter.

“Flu vaccine is the single 
best way to protect you and 
people around you from get-
ting flu. It reduces the chances 
of serious illness, hospitaliza-
tion and death,” Dr Nisar said.

He said everyone 6 months 
and older should get the an-
nual flu vaccine before the 
start of flu season which be-
gins in October and can last 
as late as May.  Since it takes 
two weeks for flu vaccine 
to become fully effective, it 
is best to get the vaccine 
now. However, vaccination 
should continue to be offered 
throughout the flu season.

“While the vaccine is rec-
ommended for all, it is es-
pecially needed in young 
children, elderly, pregnant 
women and people with med-
ical conditions,” he added.

LAWDA Initiates Process 
Of Installation Of LED 
Display Units In Dal Lake

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Lakes and Water-
ways Development Authori-
ty, Srinagar, through its Me-
chanical Engineering Wing, 
has initiated the process of 
installation of LED Display 
Units on various prime lo-
cations on the periphery of 
the Dal Lake.

The LED Display Units at 
Oberoi Ghat, Nishat, Makai 
Park, Nehru Park and Haz-
ratbal shall be displaying 
the latest Chemical Charac-
teristics of the Water quality 
and rest of the parameters 
of Dal Lake at such places 
which is of paramount im-

portance as being quite of-
tenly visited by the tourists 
and the public.

This is significant in view 
of making aware the tour-
ists and the general public 
about the latest water qual-
ity, depth, temperature, 
chemical parameters etc. of 
Dal Lake at such places.

For this purpose on the di-
rections of Chief Secretary, 
J&K UT the detailed analysis 
of the water samples is be-
ing regularly carried out by 
the J&K Pollution Control 
Board in close coordina-
tion with the Research and 
Monitoring wing of LWDA 
for displaying it on LED Dis-
play Boards.
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Open)

•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

This Day in History

•	 96  - Nerva is proclaimed Roman Emperor after 

Domitian is assassinated.

•	 324  - Chrysopolis Emperor Constantine beats 

Emperor Licinius

•	 1454  - In the Battle of Chojnice, the Polish army 

is defeated by the Teutonic army during the 

Thirteen Years' War.

•	 1502 -  Christopher Columbus lands at Costa Rica 

on his 4th & last voyage

•	 1739 -  Turkey & Austria sign peace treaty-Austria 

cedes Belgrade to Turks

•	 1759 -  Battle of Quebec ends, French surrender 

to British who capture Quebec City.

•	 1864 -  Battle of Martinsburg, Virginia

•	 1914 -  Battle of Aisne ends with Germans beating 

French during WW I

•	 1914  - South African troops land in German 

South West Africa

•	 1918  - Battle of Megiddo (Palestine) starts

•	 1934 -  USSR admitted to League of Nations

•	 1943 -  Adolf Hitler orders deportation of Danish 

Jews (unsuccessful)

•	 1959 -  Vanguard 3 launched into Earth orbit

•	 1976 -  Mao Zedong's funeral takes place in 

Beijing

•	 1980  - Soyuz 38 carries 2 cosmonauts (1 Cuban) 

to Salyut 6 space station

•	 1987  - US & USSR sign accord to remove mid 

range missiles

•	 1987  - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern 

Kazakh/Semipalitinsk USSR

•	 1990 -  Liechtenstein becomes a member of the 

United Nations.

•	 1990 -  Crude prices outpace increases in product 

prices and there is talk of cutting refinery runs.

•	 1991  - Space shuttle STS 48 (Discovery 14) lands

•	 1995  - Space shuttle STS-69 (Endeavour 9), lands

•	 2007  - Pervez Musharraf announces that he 

will step down as army chief and restore civilian 

rule to Pakistan, but only after he is re-elected 

president.

•	 2007 -  Buddhist monks join anti-government 

protesters in Myanmar, starting what some 

called the Saffron Revolution.

•	 2012  - World's first mother-to-daughter uterus 

transplant undertaken at the University of 

Gothenburg

•	 2016 -  Earliest known fishooks at 23,000 

years old discovered on Okinawa Island, Japan, 

findings published in PNAS journal

•	 2016 -0 In Russian elections Putin-backed United 

Russia party wins 54% of Parliamentary seats 

led by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev

•	 2017  - Hurricane Maria passes over the Caribbean 

island of Dominica as a category 5 hurricane, 

destroying 90% of structures and killing 27
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 From KO Archives 

4 Teenagers Die In LoC Blast 
Jawan, 5 Militants Among 10 Killed 

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Four teenagers were blown to pieces after a live 
artillery shell they were fiddling with in a village in Uri sector 
of the line of the control (LoC) exploded today. Elsewhere, 10 
people including a jawan and five militants were killed even 
as security fames arrested a militant across the state since 
yesterdays. Some shops in Tral bazaar were damaged in an 
IED blast near the bus stand last night.

According to reports received from Uri.  4 teenagers in-
cluding a brother and a sister in the age group of 12 and 14 
were killed at Garkot village on the Wednesday afternoon in 
a Shell explosion.

Three teenagers were out grazing the cattle when one of 
them found some unexploded shells in the field.When one 
of the boy started fiddling with a shell it exploded killing all 
three of them on spot, police sources in the Baramulla said.
The village has been witness to intermittent exchange of ar-
tillery shells and mortar firing between India and Pakistani 
troops during recent weeks.

Lance Naik Gian Singh of 14 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) was killed 
when A group of militants ambushed  an army patrol in Panar 
forests in Bandipora  area of Baramulla  district in north Kash-
mir , earlier an official spokesman said.

 He said troops returned the fire but the militants escaped.  
Reinforcements had been rushed to the forest area to flush 
out the militants. The operation was going on when the re-
ports last came in.

 in another incident, a miltiant identified as Muhammad 
Asgar Khan alias Waheed s. o Ghulam Rabhani of Chak Ar-
sala Khan was killed in an armed clash with the troops of 
14 Rashtriya Rifles a at Chek Arasalan khan  in Bandipora 
last night, the spokesman said . Some arms and ammunition 
were recovered from the spot.

Unidentified gunmen shot dead Ab Razak Lone s/o Ghulam 
Ahmad Inside his house at Waterkhani Drugmulla in Kup-
wara district early last night.

 (Kashmir Observer, September 18, 2000)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B CONSTRUCTION 
DIVISION No. IST SRINAGAR.

  NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

FOR MACADAM WORKS
NIT No._45 of 2021-22/8056-72 DATED:_16-09-2021.

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and 

other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs)
Cost of T/Doc.

(In Rupees )
Time of

completion
Class of

Contractor
Ref. to T.S 

Ref. to  Auth. 
/A.A

M.Head

1 2 3 4 6 8

1.

Restoration of road Pot holes at 
Syedpora Hamchi to Batpora by way 
of providing and laying 50mm thick 
bituminous macadam in patches/
steatches and 40mm dense 
bituminous concrete in steatches 
( Machine mixed to be laid with 
paver). 

4,50,000/-
Incl. C/o tar

200/- 02 Days

AAY  (Civil)/          
(HMPO)

&  
Regd. HMPO 

SE PWD (R&B) 
Sgr-Bud/436 

of 2021-22 
dtd.14-09-

2021

Auth. No. 
CE/R&B/K/

Plg/21785-94 
dtd.15-09-

2021

3054 (M&R) 
Potholes 
2021-22

Position of Funds:-Available. (Formal LOI /AOC will be issued after funds are released on BEAMS).

1.	 The	Bidding	documents	Consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	Drawings,	bill	of		quantities	(B.O.Q),	Set	of	terms	and	conditions	of	contract	
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 16/09/2021
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17.09.2021 from 10.00 AM.
3 Bid submission Start Date 17.09.2021 from 10.30 AM.
4 Bid Submission End Date 22.09.2021 upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 23.09.2021	at	11:00	AM	in	the	office	of	Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Construction	Division	No.	ISt	Sgr.

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer (R&B) Construction Division No. Ist Sgr.(tender inviting 

authority) and Bid security Declaration as per format given in SBD. The Performance Security Deposit has to be submitted by the lowest bidder L1(3% of quoted cost) within 

two (2) days from the date of Opening of Bids which will be released after successful completion of work with DLP.

3.	 The	date	and	time	of	opening	of	Bids	shall	be	notified	on	Web	Site	www.jktenders.gov.in	and	conveyed	to	the	bidders	automatically	through	an	e-mail	message	on	their	
e-mail	address.	The	bids	of	Responsive	bidders	shall	be	opened	online	on	same	Web	Site	in	the	Office	of	Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Construction	Division	No.	IStSgr.	(tender	
receiving authority).

4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

a.	 Any	bidder/	tenderer	withdraws	his	bid/	tender	during	the	period	of	bid	validity	or	makes	any	modifications	in	the	terms	and	conditions	of	the	bid.	
b.	 Failure	of	Successful	bidder	to	furnish	the	required	performance	security	within	the	specified	time	limit.	
c.	 Failure	of	Successful	bidder	to	execute	the	agreement	within	28	days	after	fixation	of	contract.	
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 

6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint 

bid submission process. 

6.2.	 To	participate	in	bidding	process,	bidders	have	to	get	‘Digital	Signature	Certificate	(DSC)’	as	per	Information	Technology	Act-2000.	Bidders	can	get	digital	certificate	from	
any approved Vendor. 

6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form. 

6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. 

6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid. 

6.6. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid. 

7.	 The	tender	/	bid	is	liable	to	rejection	if	it	does	not	fulfill	the	requirements	as	laid	down	in	NIT	and		SBD.
8. All other terms and conditions shall be strictly as per SBD circulated vide letter No. CE/RBK/HD/29158-88 dated 10-02-2018

No. 8056-72  sd./

Dated: 16-09-2021 Executive Engineer

DIPK-8812/21   ( R&B) Construction Division No. Ist Sgr

No.Fc/81-1/2021

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NATIONAL FIRE SERVICE COLLEGE, NAGPUR

ADVERTISEMENT NO-1/TRAINING - 2021 

B.E (FIRE ENGINEERING) 7th Batch -2021-22

Applications are invited for admission 
into B.E (Fire Engineering) 7th Batch 
1st year for academic year 2021-22 in 
the prescribed proforma uploaded in 
the website www.nfscnagpur.nic.in.
The admission will be purely on basis 
of JEE • CRL Ranking. For further 
information, details are given in the 
website of www.nfscnagpur.nic.in.
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Div Com Stresses For Intensified 
Covid-19 Vaccination In City

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, 
Pandurang K. Pole on Friday 
stressed for further intensifying 
the Covid-19 vaccination drive 
across Srinagar during a meeting 
convened at Divisional Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir (DCCRK), 
here to review the progress of Co-
vid-19 vaccination drive and CAB 
in Srinagar district.

The meeting was attended by 
Mission Director NHM, Moham-
mad Yaseen Chowdary; Direc-
tor Health Services Kashmir, 
Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad Rather; 
Incharge Divisional Covid-19 
Control Room Kashmir (DCCRK), 
Tahir Ahmad Magray; CMO Sri-
nagar, Dr. Jameel and others.

The Div Com reviewed the 
progress achieved in the ongoing 

vaccination campaign against Co-
vid-19 in the Srinagar district. He 
stressed for further intensifying 
the Covid-19 vaccination drive 
across Srinagar in all eligible 
age groups and also in recently 
emerged hot spot areas.

At the outset, Incharge DCCRK 
briefed the Div Com about the 
vaccination teams adding that 
there are 175 such teams already 
working in Srinagar.

The Div Com directed the Dis-
trict Officers and officials to aug-
ment further vaccination teams 
in district Srinagar and also di-
rected the CMO Srinagar to en-
sure a minimum of 300 vaccina-
tion sites in the district where an 
eligible population can get hassle 
free vaccination jabs.

He emphasized upon the need of 
providing adequate trained staff at 
these sites for which he directed to 

use the additional staff from Gov-
ernment Medical College Srinagar, 
Government Dental College Sri-
nagar and DRDO Awantipora. 

The Div Com further directed 
CMO Srinagar to identify these 
low coverage and hot spot areas 
in his district and pace up the va-
cation drive on a Mission Mode 
Model in the district.

He also directed to utilize the 
services of supportive staff in the 
form of BLOs, Patwaris, NDRF, 
SDRF, Anganwadi workers, ASHAs, 
Physical Education Teachers, SMC 
workers, local community leaders, 
religious preachers etc to further 
strengthen the Covid-19 vaccina-
tion drive across Srinagar. 

Pole emphasized the role of 
Chief Clerics and Grand Muftis in 
appealing people for taking jabs 
and following Covid-19 appropri-
ate behavior by using their pre-re-

corded audio visual message bytes.
He also directed Director Health 

Services Kashmir to nominate 
health workers (vaccinators) for 
the colleges whose services can 
be utilized in vaccination drives 
in hot spot areas as well. He also 
stressed upon the need of creating 
more vaccination sites and direct-
ed CMO Srinagar to facilitate pri-
vate health institutions to create 
such sites in those hospitals. 

In order to ensure the effec-
tive and time bound vaccination 
drive, he emphasized the need 
for having a robust monitoring 
and reporting system in place and 
directed the concerned to ensure 
reporting of adequate and reliable 
data on a daily basis to DCCRK.

Mass Awareness about the dis-
ease and its preventive measures 
can act as a game changer so a 
clear direction was passed to CMO 

Srinagar to use IEC material at ev-
ery vaccination site appropriately. 

The Div Com directed vaccina-
tion sites to be set up at big shop-
ping complexes and entry to be 
given to only those people who 
have taken their vaccination jabs.

He once again reiterated the 
importance of having small gath-
erings at the weddings and for 
large gatherings the permission 
needs to be sought from con-
cerned Tehsildars for which the 
number of guests cannot be ex-
tended beyond 25 people.

At the end of the meeting Div 
Com directed Incharge DCCRK to 
impart sensitization training to 
college students as well as dif-
ferent RJs for adopting CAB and 
clearing misinformation regard-
ing vaccination for which re-
source persons of Public Health 
Specialty should be utilized.

'Flu Vaccine In Times Of 
Covid Crisis More Important'

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Doctors Associa-
tion Kashmir (DAK) on Fri-
day said flu vaccine in times 
of Covid crisis is more im-
portant than ever. 

“As the flu season is just 
around the corner, addition of 
another respiratory illness on 
top of ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic could overburden the 
health care system and com-
pound efforts to stamp out 
the novel coronavirus,” said 
DAK President and influenza 
expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan. 

“Since we are expecting 
another surge of Covid in this 
fall and winter, it is important 
to conserve hospital resources 
for those with Covid,” he said

“Flu vaccines can take a 
big burden off our medical 
infrastructure. And if we can 
keep people out of hospital 
with flu, we can better deal 
with the likely upswing in 
Covid infections,” he added.

Dr Hassan said you can 
catch the flu and Covid at the 
same time and that increas-
es your risk of ending up in 
ICU or on a ventilator.

“Flu can weaken your im-
mune system, which could 
make you susceptible to get-
ting Covid and make it harder 
for you to fight off,” he said.

The DAK President said 
getting a flu shot will de-
crease a person’s risk of get-
ting Co-infection of both the 
flu and Covid-19. It will also 
limit the confusion over the 
two viral infections, which 

have similar symptoms, and 
free up hospital beds to treat 
patients with Covid-19.

He said last year flu season 
was mild due to mitigation 
measures in place because to 
Covid-19 pandemic.

However, as we participate 
in more in-person activities, 
we expect that influenza 
could circulate at much high-
er levels this fall and winter.

“Flu vaccine is the single 
best way to protect you and 
people around you from get-
ting flu. It reduces the chances 
of serious illness, hospitaliza-
tion and death,” Dr Nisar said.

He said everyone 6 months 
and older should get the an-
nual flu vaccine before the 
start of flu season which be-
gins in October and can last 
as late as May.  Since it takes 
two weeks for flu vaccine 
to become fully effective, it 
is best to get the vaccine 
now. However, vaccination 
should continue to be offered 
throughout the flu season.

“While the vaccine is rec-
ommended for all, it is es-
pecially needed in young 
children, elderly, pregnant 
women and people with med-
ical conditions,” he added.

LAWDA Initiates Process 
Of Installation Of LED 
Display Units In Dal Lake

KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Lakes and Water-
ways Development Authori-
ty, Srinagar, through its Me-
chanical Engineering Wing, 
has initiated the process of 
installation of LED Display 
Units on various prime lo-
cations on the periphery of 
the Dal Lake.

The LED Display Units at 
Oberoi Ghat, Nishat, Makai 
Park, Nehru Park and Haz-
ratbal shall be displaying 
the latest Chemical Charac-
teristics of the Water quality 
and rest of the parameters 
of Dal Lake at such places 
which is of paramount im-

portance as being quite of-
tenly visited by the tourists 
and the public.

This is significant in view 
of making aware the tour-
ists and the general public 
about the latest water qual-
ity, depth, temperature, 
chemical parameters etc. of 
Dal Lake at such places.

For this purpose on the di-
rections of Chief Secretary, 
J&K UT the detailed analysis 
of the water samples is be-
ing regularly carried out by 
the J&K Pollution Control 
Board in close coordina-
tion with the Research and 
Monitoring wing of LWDA 
for displaying it on LED Dis-
play Boards.
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Domestic Violence: A Silent Malady
Sama Zehra 

L
ooking at “domestic crimes” 
through the lens of misogyny 
and patriarchy, it was com-
monly considered in the 1970s 

that guilty or violent acts committed 
under wedlock were too inappropri-
ate to be prosecuted or brought to so-
cietal notice. This pointless belief was 
held by both, men and women equally, 
and a non-interventionist approach 
was adopted towards crimes commit-
ted behind the veil of marriage. The 
popular perception towards “domes-
tic violence” was it being an internal 
or private matter of the family, there-
fore, the plight of married women was 
completely neglected and she was left 
at mercy of God. The male chauvinistic 
beliefs were firmly held, the wife was 
regarded as a literal property of the 
husband under law. 

However, with the education and in-
volvement of women in activism, the 
voice of this patriarchal and archaic 
ideology was gradually throttled. 

The society of the 1970s was in total 
mayhem and chaos; social evils like 
Sati were still put into practice despite 
its abolition in 1827. Females were sub-
jected to violence, ruthless demands of 
dowry were continuously being made, 
countless cases of dowry death were 
reported, the greater value was put on 
money than on a female life, women 
were treated as second class citizens; 
these reasons became a precursor to 
the right’s movement of women and 
rise of woman activism in India. Chip-
ko movement of 1973, marked the in-
ception of women's activism in India, 
for the first-time women stood against 
all odds for their beliefs and rights. 
Since then, there has been no looking 
back. Women's oppression in society 
became more visible as they became 
increasingly active in activism. Women 
from diverse castes and classes came 
together, co-operated, and protested 
against domestic violence and the 
male-oriented society. This upsurge in 
activism led to addressal of significant 
historical, moral, and legal inequalities 
faced by Indian women. They began 
breaking the shackles of abusive rela-
tionships, advocating for their “right 
to life” and gradually, these measures 
provided the impetus for the introduc-
tion of Laws against Domestic Violence 
and dowry. 

Dowry prohibition Act was passed in 
1961. However, the act did not bring 
the desired outcome. Countless dowry 
deaths were reported but many would 
go unreported. There was a dire need 
for stringent provisions to punish abu-
sive husbands. This led to the introduc-
tion of sec. 304B IPC and 498AIPC. 

Section 304B talks about “dowry 
death” and states that, if a woman 
dies during the first seven years of her 
marriage and it is shown that “soon 

before” her death, she was exposed to 
cruelty either by her husband or his 
family or in connection with any kind 
of dowry demand, such death shall 
be considered a dowry death. Courts 
have time and again, strengthened 
the provisions regarding women's 
protection. Recently, the Supreme 
court widened the scope of sec. 304B 
by replacing the stringent and narrow 
interpretation of the phrase, “soon 
before” with a wide and detailed 
analysis. The court held that the 
phrase should not be misinterpreted 
as “immediately” or “exactly before 
her death”, rather a “proximate and 
live link” should be made out. 

Similarly, in the year 1986, sec. 498A 
was passed to curb the menace of “do-
mestic abuse” against married women. 
This section penalizes the husband or 
his relatives who willfully subject the 
wife to cruelty, incite or abet her to 
commit suicide, or coerce her to ful-
fill unlawful demands. The definition 
of cruelty is defined under subsection 
(a) of s. 498A and over the years, the 
courts have expanded its scope drasti-
cally. While demonstrating a zero-tol-
erance policy towards cruelty against 
women, Madhya Pradesh HC held that 
coercing a married woman to live in 
her parental home after marriage also 
amounts to cruelty. In a case of dowry 
death before the Madras High Court, 
the victim's in-laws lived separately 
from her, yet pushed the husband to 

make illegal dowry demands; inflicting 
extreme mental agony to the victim, 
who eventually committed suicide. 
The court held that in-laws cannot es-
cape culpability merely because they 
do not reside with the victim. Often 
called a tool of “legal terrorism”, this 
section has faced harsh criticism for 
being misused by women however, the 
allegation is baseless and without any 
backing by concrete data or proof. 

Gaps and loopholes were present in 
both, 304B and 498A, which allowed 
patriarchy to stand firm and somewhat 
paralyzed the Justice delivery system. 

Finally, it was the year 2005 when 
Domestic Violence Act was introduced. 
It filed the gray areas left by the earlier 
provisions and provided protection to 
all members living in a domestic rela-
tionship. DVA not only protects mar-
ried women, but it also acts as a guard 
to the rights of divorced women, or any 
other member of the family, related by 
blood, marriage, or adoption. Under 
this Act, a person can be penalized for 
an act, omission, or commission. In the 
earlier acts, emphasis was put on phys-
ical abuse however, DVA gives equal 
importance to mental, sexual, and 
economic abuse. From name-calling, 
ridicule, humiliation to violating the 
dignity of women, everything has been 
addressed clearly in the Act. 

Even after the introduction of numer-
ous provisions and acts, the sad real-
ity remains. Women are still suffering 

from domestic violence and living life 
at the behest of their husbands. The in-
flux of such cases is higher in rural and 
underdeveloped areas of India, where 
there is a lack of proper awareness. 

Sadly, the cases of domestic abuse 
and violence, have reached their apex 
during the Covid lockdown. The situa-
tion is even worse in disturbed places 
like Kashmir. 

Statistics state that Gender-based 
violence has been on the rise in the 
conflict-torn area, which has suffered 
back-to-back lockdowns that have re-
stricted residents to their houses over 
more than two years. The lockdown 
has badly impacted the lower strata of 
society e.g., the daily wagers, laborers; 
it has not only barred the door to liveli-
hood but has also cursed this segment 
of society with psychological disorders 
like anxiety and depression. 

Issues of gender violence, prejudice, 
and discrimination are almost in-
grained in our society. Women are told 
not to raise their opinions or voices 
against male chauvinistic beliefs. In our 
superficial society, a woman is taught 
that she must “preserve her marriage” 
and “family honor” even if it means 
risking her life. In a society where mar-
riage is seen as the “start and end” of 
a woman’s life, a woman who tries to 
break free from patriarchal obstacles 
and ideas or from an unhappy mar-
riage, is deemed an outcast.

Before filing for a divorce, a woman 
suffering in an abusive relationship 
has to think millions of times about 
the views of the next-door neighbor, 
about comments that will be passed 
by family members and friends, and 
about how her divorce/separation will 
be perceived by the society. Will she 
go through secondary victimization? 
Will it leave a scar on the family hon-
or? Will she be held responsible for 
the abusive behavior of her husband? 
Why do we always teach women to 
have patience? Why aren’t women 
taught to stand firm for their rights?

A person who abuses, hits, emotion-
ally abuses, and ridicules deserves a 
place behind the bars. No level of pa-
tience will humanize such a rotten 
soul, no amount of time will heal the 
mental wounds inflicted on the wife. 

It is the 21st century, how long will 
women hide their bruises and scars? It 
is high time for society to realize that 
a divorced daughter is better than a 
dead daughter. The malady of domestic 
violence is silently poisoning the very 
foundation of our society, the sooner 
we understand the better.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kash-
mir Observer 

The author can be reached at sama.
zehra20@nludelhi.ac.in

WILL SHE GO THROUGH SECONDARY 
victimization? Will it leave a scar on the family honor? Will 
she be held responsible for the abusive behavior of her 

husband? Why do we always teach women to have patience? 
Why aren’t women taught to stand firm for their rights?

Cost Of America’s Longest War
Waseem Shahzad

T
he US lost the war in Afghani-
stan. It was a stunning defeat 
at many levels, not least that 
a self-proclaimed superpower 

had its nose rubbed in the dust by a rag-
tag band of Afghan fighters armed with 
Kalashnikovs and Imaan (faith). Only 
the Washington warlords are in denial. 
They made tons of money from Ameri-
ca’s longest war. That also explains why 

they chastised US President Joe Biden 
for pulling American troops out of the 
country after 20 years of blood-letting. 
If the war had continued, it would not 
have led to a different outcome. It is, 
however, not a different outcome the 
warlords are after. For them, war is a 
money-making racket and they wanted 
it to continue even if the result would 
be more deaths and destruction—of 
others as well as some Americans.

America’s warlords have never cared 
for other peoples’ lives. In his address 
on August 16, not once did Biden men-
tion the hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans murdered by America’s war 
machine. He only talked about US ca-
sualties and why he was not willing to 
send more “American sons and daugh-
ters” to die in distant lands or return 
home maimed and disfigured.

“American troops cannot and should 

not be fighting in a war and dying in 
a war that Afghan forces are not will-
ing to fight for themselves… We gave 
them every chance to determine their 
own future. What we could not pro-
vide them was the will to fight for that 
future,” Biden said. Missing from this 
narrative was the fact that it was the US 
that imposed the war on Afghanistan. 
The Afghans did not start it.

Let us briefly compare US/NATO casu-
alties with those of the Afghans. These 
include Taliban fighters, Afghan army 
soldiers and civilians killed in US/NA-
TO’s relentless bombardment from the 
air and ground. Wedding parties, fu-
nerals, school functions as well as hos-
pitals were all bombed by the trigger-
happy Americans. No compensation or 

apology were ever offered. They were 
not deemed necessary since the Ameri-
cans—and indeed Western oligarchs in 
general—consider other people as sub-
human.

Since October 2001, 2,443 American 
troops and 1,144 allied troops (mainly 
NATO) have been killed in Afghanistan. 
Additionally, some 3,900 contractors—
mercenaries to whom war-making was 
contracted out—were also killed. The 
number of US troops injured has been 
put at 20,666, according to SIGAR’s lat-
est reportreleased on August 17, 2021.

The Afghan death toll has been much 
higher. At least 66,000 Afghan troops 
and more than 48,000 Afghan civilians 
were killed (collateral damage in the 
infamous words of the now dead Don-
ald Rumsfeld). At least 75,000 Afghans 
were also injured since 2001—“both 
likely significant underestimations,” 
according to the same SIGAR (Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Re-
construction) report.

Brown University Costs of War Project, 
that has tracked casualty figures in the 

US-NATO war on Afghanistan, estimates 
that in all, between 171,000 and 176,000 
people were killed in the war. It put the 
Taliban death toll at nearly 51,000. Even 
these figures do not accurately reflect 
the reality of Afghan suffering.

There are other figures that are sel-
dom, if ever mentioned or acknowl-
edged by the US: casualties suffered by 
Pakistan. General Pervez Musharraf’s 
disastrous decision to surrender to US 
demands resulted in more than 70,000 
Pakistani deaths (military and civil-
ian) and financial losses of more than 
$150 billion. Successive Pakistani gov-
ernments—Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz 
Sharif—allowed American drones to 
continue to kill Pakistani civilians in-
cluding children in dereliction of their 

responsibility to protect Pakistani lives. 
They were also murdered by the Teh-
rik-e Taliban terrorists (TTP) that were 
and are still sheltered in Afghanistan.

Let us turn to the financial cost of the 
US war on Afghanistan. The Pentagon 
says its cost was $1 trillion. Techni-
cally, this is correct because the Pen-
tagon only takes into account the cost 
of equipment and salaries of the nearly 
800,000 troops rotated through Af-
ghanistan over 20 years. What is miss-
ing from this figure is “reconstruction 
costs”, costs of hiring private contrac-
tors and “training” of Afghan soldiers 
and police as well as interest on bor-
rowed money. Brown University’s Costs 
of War Project has provided a much 
more realistic figure of $2.26 trillion.

It gives the following breakdown based 
on estimated Congressional appropria-
tions and spending for FY2001 – FY2021:

Staggering as the above figure is, it 
“does not include funds that the United 
States government is obligated to spend 
on lifetime care for American veterans 
of this war, nor does it include future 

interest payments on money borrowed 
to fund the war,” says Brown’s study.

According to CIGAR’s report, the US 
allocated $145 billion for Afghan recon-
struction. However, it readily admits 
that “many of the institutions and in-
frastructure projects the United States 
built were not sustainable.” There were 
several reasons for this. Infrastructure 
plans were conceived not with the pur-
pose of serving the Afghan people but 
to show “progress” on paper and to line 
the pockets of contractors and their 
corporate bosses back home. Further, 
the Afghans simply did not have the ca-
pacity or the training to sustain them.

SIGAR reports since 2008 admit that 
reconstruction efforts spawned a cul-
ture of corruption. American as well as 
Afghan warlords benefited enormous-
ly. Not surprisingly, just a few miles 
outside urban centres, people suffered 
elevated rate of diseases due to malnu-
trition, lack of clean water, and vastly 
reduced access to health care. Life ex-
pectancy in Afghanistan is currently 52 
years. Every factor correlated to a pre-
mature death, such as poverty, malnu-
trition, poor or no sanitation, and lack 
of basic health care have been closely 
associated with the 20-year war.

If the $2.26 trillion spent by the US 
in its 20-year war on Afghanistan were 
disbursed among the Afghan popula-
tion of 38 million, each man, woman 
and child would have received nearly 
$60,000. Far from fighting the Ameri-
cans, they would have thanked them 
profusely. There would be no Ameri-
can, NATO, Afghan or Pakistani casual-
ties and no permanently disabled US 
war veterans.

That this did not happen was because 
American warlords, multinational cor-
porations, banks and weapons manu-
facturers had to be paid without the 
approval and knowledge of the Ameri-
can people. America is run by a mafia 
that does not care for human life.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kash-
mir Observer. The article was originally 

published by Crescent International

Pentagon’s Overseas Contingency Operations (War) $933 billion

Pentagon’s War-related base budget increases $443 billion

Veterans’ Care $269 billion

State Department War budget $59 billion

Interest to date $530 billion

Total cost to date $2.26 trillion
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Inflexion Points And 
Carbon Price

Arunabha Ghosh

I
ndia’s economic future is 
severely threatened by the 
climate crisis. With the rapid 
rollout of renewables, its 

energy transition is well under-
way. But two other aspects need 
closer attention: reducing indus-
trial emissions and removing at-
mospheric carbon dioxide. Both 
are laden with uncertainties and 
risks, yet require more attention 
from policymakers, innovators 
and investors.

Renewables, alone, will not suf-
fice. Heavy industries need high-
intensity heat. Industries will ac-
count for nearly a third of India’s 
emissions in 2050, at which time 
nearly two-thirds of industrial 
energy would still be derived 
from fossil fuels. Without CCS/
CCUS, the path to decarbonising 
the industrial sector becomes 
that much harder. The push for 
green (renewables-derived) hy-
drogen is certainly helpful, but 
CCS would play a role in bending 
the emissions curve.

Some Indian private and public 
enterprises are putting up CCS pi-
lots. Dalmia Cement has a carbon 
footprint of 546 kgCO2/tonne (40% 
lower than the global average). In 
order to drop to 30 kgCO2/tonne 
by 2040, it plans to use CCUS start-
ing with a 0.5 MtCO2 per annum 
facility. Tata Steel just commis-
sioned a CO2 capture facility of 
5 tonnes per day at Jamshedpur. 
BHEL, NALCO and ONGC are also 
in the CCUS fray.

Despite decades of develop-
ment in fits and starts, CCUS 
continues to faces three key chal-
lenges: It is still too expensive, 
risky (public concerns about safe 
carbon storage), and not enough 
to solve the climate crisis. Criti-
cally, even if carbon could be em-
bedded in products like synthetic 
fuels, CCUS does not remove at-
mospheric CO2. While emissions 
would be reduced, the climate 
would continue changing.

Hence, the other controversial 
set of technologies is carbon di-
oxide removal (CDR), or pulling 
carbon out of the atmosphere 
and storing it for long periods. 
The options range from nature-
based solutions, like forests and 
regenerative farming, to convert-
ing biomass, burning it in power 
plants and capturing carbon, to 
more engineered solutions like 
direct air capture via mechanical 
processes, or enhanced weather-
ing of rocks or ocean alkanisation.

CDR cannot substitute for hard 
emission mitigation efforts. As 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change noted recently, 
CDR can deal with the residual 
emissions to reach net-zero. 
Some might even consider CDR 
only after complete decarbonisa-

tion to remove legacy carbon in 
the atmosphere.

Moreover, CDR options vary 
not only in costs but also social 
and environmental impacts. For 
instance, a marginal farmer prac-
tising agroforestry is able to se-
quester atmospheric carbon and 
retain soil carbon. Her impact 
on land, water or infrastructure 
would be very different from a 
solution that converts farmland 
for foodgrain into growing plants 
merely to capture carbon with-
out considering consequences 
for food security or biodiversity. 
Ocean-based CDR has some ad-
vantages over terrestrial options, 
particularly because of the vast 
areas available. But these might 
also adversely impact marine 
ecosystems and the high seas are 
almost entirely ungoverned. Each 
CDR technology should be care-
fully assessed across several di-
mensions lest new crises emerge 
in solving for the climate one.

Despite the technological un-
certainties, both CCUS and CDR 
are likely to gain in prominence. 
The imperative of responding to 
a rapidly changing climate is evi-
dent. There will be rising threats 
of trade barriers related to climate 
action or inaction. Countries and 
companies would have to dem-
onstrate that they are capturing 
or removing carbon and storing 
in order to access export markets. 
Tens, perhaps hundreds, of billions 
of dollars are likely to flow.

Carbon prices cover about a 
fifth of global emissions. Some 
firms are already experimenting 
with internal carbon prices be-
fore choosing technologies. But 
the values are generally too low 
to budge the needle. India will 
need a carbon price of $57-$68/
tCO2 for CCS to kick in depending 
on whether the net-zero target 
year is 2050 or 2070. To have just 
10% CCS in fossil plus biomass in 
the primary energy mix, these 
values jump to $108-119 ($239-
271 for 25%). This is assuming 
that hydrogen also plays a role.

Variations in carbon prices cre-
ate trade uncertainties for firms 
operating in different geogra-
phies. Greater transparency of 
prices imposed and actions tak-
en (with credible verification) 
will be needed.

The transition to a low-carbon 
future is both necessary and com-
plicated. After renewables, indus-
trial emissions reduction and at-
mospheric carbon removal will be 
frontiers of climate technologies. 
As climate targets evolve, invest-
ment criteria change and trade 
barriers emerge, India would do 
well to start seriously considering 
its technological options for busi-
ness competitiveness.
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Domestic Violence: A Silent Malady
Sama Zehra 

L
ooking at “domestic crimes” 
through the lens of misogyny 
and patriarchy, it was com-
monly considered in the 1970s 

that guilty or violent acts committed 
under wedlock were too inappropri-
ate to be prosecuted or brought to so-
cietal notice. This pointless belief was 
held by both, men and women equally, 
and a non-interventionist approach 
was adopted towards crimes commit-
ted behind the veil of marriage. The 
popular perception towards “domes-
tic violence” was it being an internal 
or private matter of the family, there-
fore, the plight of married women was 
completely neglected and she was left 
at mercy of God. The male chauvinistic 
beliefs were firmly held, the wife was 
regarded as a literal property of the 
husband under law. 

However, with the education and in-
volvement of women in activism, the 
voice of this patriarchal and archaic 
ideology was gradually throttled. 

The society of the 1970s was in total 
mayhem and chaos; social evils like 
Sati were still put into practice despite 
its abolition in 1827. Females were sub-
jected to violence, ruthless demands of 
dowry were continuously being made, 
countless cases of dowry death were 
reported, the greater value was put on 
money than on a female life, women 
were treated as second class citizens; 
these reasons became a precursor to 
the right’s movement of women and 
rise of woman activism in India. Chip-
ko movement of 1973, marked the in-
ception of women's activism in India, 
for the first-time women stood against 
all odds for their beliefs and rights. 
Since then, there has been no looking 
back. Women's oppression in society 
became more visible as they became 
increasingly active in activism. Women 
from diverse castes and classes came 
together, co-operated, and protested 
against domestic violence and the 
male-oriented society. This upsurge in 
activism led to addressal of significant 
historical, moral, and legal inequalities 
faced by Indian women. They began 
breaking the shackles of abusive rela-
tionships, advocating for their “right 
to life” and gradually, these measures 
provided the impetus for the introduc-
tion of Laws against Domestic Violence 
and dowry. 

Dowry prohibition Act was passed in 
1961. However, the act did not bring 
the desired outcome. Countless dowry 
deaths were reported but many would 
go unreported. There was a dire need 
for stringent provisions to punish abu-
sive husbands. This led to the introduc-
tion of sec. 304B IPC and 498AIPC. 

Section 304B talks about “dowry 
death” and states that, if a woman 
dies during the first seven years of her 
marriage and it is shown that “soon 

before” her death, she was exposed to 
cruelty either by her husband or his 
family or in connection with any kind 
of dowry demand, such death shall 
be considered a dowry death. Courts 
have time and again, strengthened 
the provisions regarding women's 
protection. Recently, the Supreme 
court widened the scope of sec. 304B 
by replacing the stringent and narrow 
interpretation of the phrase, “soon 
before” with a wide and detailed 
analysis. The court held that the 
phrase should not be misinterpreted 
as “immediately” or “exactly before 
her death”, rather a “proximate and 
live link” should be made out. 

Similarly, in the year 1986, sec. 498A 
was passed to curb the menace of “do-
mestic abuse” against married women. 
This section penalizes the husband or 
his relatives who willfully subject the 
wife to cruelty, incite or abet her to 
commit suicide, or coerce her to ful-
fill unlawful demands. The definition 
of cruelty is defined under subsection 
(a) of s. 498A and over the years, the 
courts have expanded its scope drasti-
cally. While demonstrating a zero-tol-
erance policy towards cruelty against 
women, Madhya Pradesh HC held that 
coercing a married woman to live in 
her parental home after marriage also 
amounts to cruelty. In a case of dowry 
death before the Madras High Court, 
the victim's in-laws lived separately 
from her, yet pushed the husband to 

make illegal dowry demands; inflicting 
extreme mental agony to the victim, 
who eventually committed suicide. 
The court held that in-laws cannot es-
cape culpability merely because they 
do not reside with the victim. Often 
called a tool of “legal terrorism”, this 
section has faced harsh criticism for 
being misused by women however, the 
allegation is baseless and without any 
backing by concrete data or proof. 

Gaps and loopholes were present in 
both, 304B and 498A, which allowed 
patriarchy to stand firm and somewhat 
paralyzed the Justice delivery system. 

Finally, it was the year 2005 when 
Domestic Violence Act was introduced. 
It filed the gray areas left by the earlier 
provisions and provided protection to 
all members living in a domestic rela-
tionship. DVA not only protects mar-
ried women, but it also acts as a guard 
to the rights of divorced women, or any 
other member of the family, related by 
blood, marriage, or adoption. Under 
this Act, a person can be penalized for 
an act, omission, or commission. In the 
earlier acts, emphasis was put on phys-
ical abuse however, DVA gives equal 
importance to mental, sexual, and 
economic abuse. From name-calling, 
ridicule, humiliation to violating the 
dignity of women, everything has been 
addressed clearly in the Act. 

Even after the introduction of numer-
ous provisions and acts, the sad real-
ity remains. Women are still suffering 

from domestic violence and living life 
at the behest of their husbands. The in-
flux of such cases is higher in rural and 
underdeveloped areas of India, where 
there is a lack of proper awareness. 

Sadly, the cases of domestic abuse 
and violence, have reached their apex 
during the Covid lockdown. The situa-
tion is even worse in disturbed places 
like Kashmir. 

Statistics state that Gender-based 
violence has been on the rise in the 
conflict-torn area, which has suffered 
back-to-back lockdowns that have re-
stricted residents to their houses over 
more than two years. The lockdown 
has badly impacted the lower strata of 
society e.g., the daily wagers, laborers; 
it has not only barred the door to liveli-
hood but has also cursed this segment 
of society with psychological disorders 
like anxiety and depression. 

Issues of gender violence, prejudice, 
and discrimination are almost in-
grained in our society. Women are told 
not to raise their opinions or voices 
against male chauvinistic beliefs. In our 
superficial society, a woman is taught 
that she must “preserve her marriage” 
and “family honor” even if it means 
risking her life. In a society where mar-
riage is seen as the “start and end” of 
a woman’s life, a woman who tries to 
break free from patriarchal obstacles 
and ideas or from an unhappy mar-
riage, is deemed an outcast.

Before filing for a divorce, a woman 
suffering in an abusive relationship 
has to think millions of times about 
the views of the next-door neighbor, 
about comments that will be passed 
by family members and friends, and 
about how her divorce/separation will 
be perceived by the society. Will she 
go through secondary victimization? 
Will it leave a scar on the family hon-
or? Will she be held responsible for 
the abusive behavior of her husband? 
Why do we always teach women to 
have patience? Why aren’t women 
taught to stand firm for their rights?

A person who abuses, hits, emotion-
ally abuses, and ridicules deserves a 
place behind the bars. No level of pa-
tience will humanize such a rotten 
soul, no amount of time will heal the 
mental wounds inflicted on the wife. 

It is the 21st century, how long will 
women hide their bruises and scars? It 
is high time for society to realize that 
a divorced daughter is better than a 
dead daughter. The malady of domestic 
violence is silently poisoning the very 
foundation of our society, the sooner 
we understand the better.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kash-
mir Observer 
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Cost Of America’s Longest War
Waseem Shahzad

T
he US lost the war in Afghani-
stan. It was a stunning defeat 
at many levels, not least that 
a self-proclaimed superpower 

had its nose rubbed in the dust by a rag-
tag band of Afghan fighters armed with 
Kalashnikovs and Imaan (faith). Only 
the Washington warlords are in denial. 
They made tons of money from Ameri-
ca’s longest war. That also explains why 

they chastised US President Joe Biden 
for pulling American troops out of the 
country after 20 years of blood-letting. 
If the war had continued, it would not 
have led to a different outcome. It is, 
however, not a different outcome the 
warlords are after. For them, war is a 
money-making racket and they wanted 
it to continue even if the result would 
be more deaths and destruction—of 
others as well as some Americans.

America’s warlords have never cared 
for other peoples’ lives. In his address 
on August 16, not once did Biden men-
tion the hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans murdered by America’s war 
machine. He only talked about US ca-
sualties and why he was not willing to 
send more “American sons and daugh-
ters” to die in distant lands or return 
home maimed and disfigured.

“American troops cannot and should 

not be fighting in a war and dying in 
a war that Afghan forces are not will-
ing to fight for themselves… We gave 
them every chance to determine their 
own future. What we could not pro-
vide them was the will to fight for that 
future,” Biden said. Missing from this 
narrative was the fact that it was the US 
that imposed the war on Afghanistan. 
The Afghans did not start it.

Let us briefly compare US/NATO casu-
alties with those of the Afghans. These 
include Taliban fighters, Afghan army 
soldiers and civilians killed in US/NA-
TO’s relentless bombardment from the 
air and ground. Wedding parties, fu-
nerals, school functions as well as hos-
pitals were all bombed by the trigger-
happy Americans. No compensation or 

apology were ever offered. They were 
not deemed necessary since the Ameri-
cans—and indeed Western oligarchs in 
general—consider other people as sub-
human.

Since October 2001, 2,443 American 
troops and 1,144 allied troops (mainly 
NATO) have been killed in Afghanistan. 
Additionally, some 3,900 contractors—
mercenaries to whom war-making was 
contracted out—were also killed. The 
number of US troops injured has been 
put at 20,666, according to SIGAR’s lat-
est reportreleased on August 17, 2021.

The Afghan death toll has been much 
higher. At least 66,000 Afghan troops 
and more than 48,000 Afghan civilians 
were killed (collateral damage in the 
infamous words of the now dead Don-
ald Rumsfeld). At least 75,000 Afghans 
were also injured since 2001—“both 
likely significant underestimations,” 
according to the same SIGAR (Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Re-
construction) report.

Brown University Costs of War Project, 
that has tracked casualty figures in the 

US-NATO war on Afghanistan, estimates 
that in all, between 171,000 and 176,000 
people were killed in the war. It put the 
Taliban death toll at nearly 51,000. Even 
these figures do not accurately reflect 
the reality of Afghan suffering.

There are other figures that are sel-
dom, if ever mentioned or acknowl-
edged by the US: casualties suffered by 
Pakistan. General Pervez Musharraf’s 
disastrous decision to surrender to US 
demands resulted in more than 70,000 
Pakistani deaths (military and civil-
ian) and financial losses of more than 
$150 billion. Successive Pakistani gov-
ernments—Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz 
Sharif—allowed American drones to 
continue to kill Pakistani civilians in-
cluding children in dereliction of their 

responsibility to protect Pakistani lives. 
They were also murdered by the Teh-
rik-e Taliban terrorists (TTP) that were 
and are still sheltered in Afghanistan.

Let us turn to the financial cost of the 
US war on Afghanistan. The Pentagon 
says its cost was $1 trillion. Techni-
cally, this is correct because the Pen-
tagon only takes into account the cost 
of equipment and salaries of the nearly 
800,000 troops rotated through Af-
ghanistan over 20 years. What is miss-
ing from this figure is “reconstruction 
costs”, costs of hiring private contrac-
tors and “training” of Afghan soldiers 
and police as well as interest on bor-
rowed money. Brown University’s Costs 
of War Project has provided a much 
more realistic figure of $2.26 trillion.

It gives the following breakdown based 
on estimated Congressional appropria-
tions and spending for FY2001 – FY2021:

Staggering as the above figure is, it 
“does not include funds that the United 
States government is obligated to spend 
on lifetime care for American veterans 
of this war, nor does it include future 

interest payments on money borrowed 
to fund the war,” says Brown’s study.

According to CIGAR’s report, the US 
allocated $145 billion for Afghan recon-
struction. However, it readily admits 
that “many of the institutions and in-
frastructure projects the United States 
built were not sustainable.” There were 
several reasons for this. Infrastructure 
plans were conceived not with the pur-
pose of serving the Afghan people but 
to show “progress” on paper and to line 
the pockets of contractors and their 
corporate bosses back home. Further, 
the Afghans simply did not have the ca-
pacity or the training to sustain them.

SIGAR reports since 2008 admit that 
reconstruction efforts spawned a cul-
ture of corruption. American as well as 
Afghan warlords benefited enormous-
ly. Not surprisingly, just a few miles 
outside urban centres, people suffered 
elevated rate of diseases due to malnu-
trition, lack of clean water, and vastly 
reduced access to health care. Life ex-
pectancy in Afghanistan is currently 52 
years. Every factor correlated to a pre-
mature death, such as poverty, malnu-
trition, poor or no sanitation, and lack 
of basic health care have been closely 
associated with the 20-year war.

If the $2.26 trillion spent by the US 
in its 20-year war on Afghanistan were 
disbursed among the Afghan popula-
tion of 38 million, each man, woman 
and child would have received nearly 
$60,000. Far from fighting the Ameri-
cans, they would have thanked them 
profusely. There would be no Ameri-
can, NATO, Afghan or Pakistani casual-
ties and no permanently disabled US 
war veterans.

That this did not happen was because 
American warlords, multinational cor-
porations, banks and weapons manu-
facturers had to be paid without the 
approval and knowledge of the Ameri-
can people. America is run by a mafia 
that does not care for human life.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of Kash-
mir Observer. The article was originally 

published by Crescent International
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Inflexion Points And 
Carbon Price

Arunabha Ghosh

I
ndia’s economic future is 
severely threatened by the 
climate crisis. With the rapid 
rollout of renewables, its 

energy transition is well under-
way. But two other aspects need 
closer attention: reducing indus-
trial emissions and removing at-
mospheric carbon dioxide. Both 
are laden with uncertainties and 
risks, yet require more attention 
from policymakers, innovators 
and investors.

Renewables, alone, will not suf-
fice. Heavy industries need high-
intensity heat. Industries will ac-
count for nearly a third of India’s 
emissions in 2050, at which time 
nearly two-thirds of industrial 
energy would still be derived 
from fossil fuels. Without CCS/
CCUS, the path to decarbonising 
the industrial sector becomes 
that much harder. The push for 
green (renewables-derived) hy-
drogen is certainly helpful, but 
CCS would play a role in bending 
the emissions curve.

Some Indian private and public 
enterprises are putting up CCS pi-
lots. Dalmia Cement has a carbon 
footprint of 546 kgCO2/tonne (40% 
lower than the global average). In 
order to drop to 30 kgCO2/tonne 
by 2040, it plans to use CCUS start-
ing with a 0.5 MtCO2 per annum 
facility. Tata Steel just commis-
sioned a CO2 capture facility of 
5 tonnes per day at Jamshedpur. 
BHEL, NALCO and ONGC are also 
in the CCUS fray.

Despite decades of develop-
ment in fits and starts, CCUS 
continues to faces three key chal-
lenges: It is still too expensive, 
risky (public concerns about safe 
carbon storage), and not enough 
to solve the climate crisis. Criti-
cally, even if carbon could be em-
bedded in products like synthetic 
fuels, CCUS does not remove at-
mospheric CO2. While emissions 
would be reduced, the climate 
would continue changing.

Hence, the other controversial 
set of technologies is carbon di-
oxide removal (CDR), or pulling 
carbon out of the atmosphere 
and storing it for long periods. 
The options range from nature-
based solutions, like forests and 
regenerative farming, to convert-
ing biomass, burning it in power 
plants and capturing carbon, to 
more engineered solutions like 
direct air capture via mechanical 
processes, or enhanced weather-
ing of rocks or ocean alkanisation.

CDR cannot substitute for hard 
emission mitigation efforts. As 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change noted recently, 
CDR can deal with the residual 
emissions to reach net-zero. 
Some might even consider CDR 
only after complete decarbonisa-

tion to remove legacy carbon in 
the atmosphere.

Moreover, CDR options vary 
not only in costs but also social 
and environmental impacts. For 
instance, a marginal farmer prac-
tising agroforestry is able to se-
quester atmospheric carbon and 
retain soil carbon. Her impact 
on land, water or infrastructure 
would be very different from a 
solution that converts farmland 
for foodgrain into growing plants 
merely to capture carbon with-
out considering consequences 
for food security or biodiversity. 
Ocean-based CDR has some ad-
vantages over terrestrial options, 
particularly because of the vast 
areas available. But these might 
also adversely impact marine 
ecosystems and the high seas are 
almost entirely ungoverned. Each 
CDR technology should be care-
fully assessed across several di-
mensions lest new crises emerge 
in solving for the climate one.

Despite the technological un-
certainties, both CCUS and CDR 
are likely to gain in prominence. 
The imperative of responding to 
a rapidly changing climate is evi-
dent. There will be rising threats 
of trade barriers related to climate 
action or inaction. Countries and 
companies would have to dem-
onstrate that they are capturing 
or removing carbon and storing 
in order to access export markets. 
Tens, perhaps hundreds, of billions 
of dollars are likely to flow.

Carbon prices cover about a 
fifth of global emissions. Some 
firms are already experimenting 
with internal carbon prices be-
fore choosing technologies. But 
the values are generally too low 
to budge the needle. India will 
need a carbon price of $57-$68/
tCO2 for CCS to kick in depending 
on whether the net-zero target 
year is 2050 or 2070. To have just 
10% CCS in fossil plus biomass in 
the primary energy mix, these 
values jump to $108-119 ($239-
271 for 25%). This is assuming 
that hydrogen also plays a role.

Variations in carbon prices cre-
ate trade uncertainties for firms 
operating in different geogra-
phies. Greater transparency of 
prices imposed and actions tak-
en (with credible verification) 
will be needed.

The transition to a low-carbon 
future is both necessary and com-
plicated. After renewables, indus-
trial emissions reduction and at-
mospheric carbon removal will be 
frontiers of climate technologies. 
As climate targets evolve, invest-
ment criteria change and trade 
barriers emerge, India would do 
well to start seriously considering 
its technological options for busi-
ness competitiveness.
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Israel’s Pegasus: Is Your Phone A 
‘24-Hour Surveillance Device’?

Belen Fernandez

B
etween June 2020 and February 2021, the 
iPhones of nine Bahraini activists – including 
two dissidents exiled in London and three mem-
bers of the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights 

– were hacked using the Pegasus spyware that was de-
veloped by NSO Group, an Israeli cyber-surveillance firm 
regulated by Israel’s defence ministry.

The hackings were revealed in a new report from Citi-
zen Lab at the University of Toronto, which has studied 
Pegasus extensively along with related nefarious mod-
ern phenomena.

As the Guardian notes, Pegasus is “perhaps the most 
powerful piece of spyware ever developed” and can 
turn a mobile phone into a “24-hour surveillance de-
vice” – harvesting messages, passwords, photos, internet 
searches, and other data and seizing control of the cam-
era and microphone.

This can all be done via “zero-click” technology, mean-
ing that one does not have to click on a compromised link 
or do anything else for one’s phone to become infected.

As if Bahraini human rights campaigners didn’t already 
have enough on their plates in a torture-happy kingdom 
before, you know, the full obliteration of the right to privacy.

And yet the Citizen Lab report is merely the latest epi-
sode in the dystopian science fiction thriller that we are 
presently inhabiting on earth.

In July, the Pegasus Project – a consortium of 17 media 
outlets working with Amnesty International and the Par-
is-based NGO Forbidden Stories – revealed a leaked list 
of more than 50,000 smartphone numbers from across 
the world. The majority of the numbers were concen-
trated in countries known to have been clients of NSO, 
suggesting that the list was a compilation of potential 
surveillance targets.

The Washington Post, one of the affiliated outlets, ex-
plained that 37 of the listed phones had thus far been 
confirmed as targets of attempted or successful hacking 
by Pegasus spyware. Among the phones’ owners were 
journalists, activists, and “the two women closest to Sau-
di columnist” Jamal Khashoggi, who was murdered by 
agents of the Saudi state on October 2, 2018.

Exactly one day before the murder, Citizen Lab had 
warned with “high confidence” that the phone of Omar 
Abdulaziz, a Saudi critic in Canada, had been infected by 
Pegasus. Abdulaziz, it turned out, was a close friend and 
frequent correspondent of Khashoggi.

And while NSO representatives vociferously deny com-
plicity in any sort of wrongdoing ever, the list of coinci-
dences goes on.

More than 15,000 of the 50,000 phone numbers, for ex-
ample, were in Mexico – which holds the distinction of 
having been NSO’s first international client-slash-guinea 
pig in 2011. Reflecting on the fate of Mexican freelance 
reporter Cecilio Pineda, who was shot to death in a ham-
mock after his number appeared twice on the infamous 
list, the Washington Post threw in the disclaimer: “It is 
unclear what role, if any, Pegasus’s ability to geolocate its 
targets in real time contributed to his murder”.

According to Reuters, Mexican government agencies 
signed contracts worth upwards of $160m with NSO 
Group between 2011 and 2018, primarily during the reign 
of right-wing President Enrique Peña Nieto. Thanks to the 
investment, Pegasus operators were able to target, inter 
alia, investigators looking into the forcible disappearance 
of 43 students in the state of Guerrero by Mexican secu-
rity forces in 2014. Also targeted were the wife, children, 
and cardiologist of left-wing politician Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, who has since succeeded Peña Nieto.

Back over in Bahrain, Citizen Lab has verified that five 
out of the nine recently hacked numbers appear on the 
Pegasus Project list. Although Bahrain and Israel only 
formally normalised relations last year, a bilateral af-
finity predated the official declaration of love, and the 
Bahraini government is believed to have added Pegasus 
spyware to its repressive arsenal in 2017.

To be sure, it is not difficult to see why the “most pow-
erful piece of spyware ever developed” might come in 
handy in a place known for repressing, detaining, tortur-
ing, and killing protesters – not to mention revoking the 

citizenship of Bahraini nationals who are too committed 
to things like human rights, activism, journalism, and 
other threatening pursuits.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE), which also celebrated 
normalisation with Israel last year, has long been in bed 
with Israeli spying technology – as evidenced by a mass 
civil surveillance system called Falcon Eye installed in 
Abu Dhabi by an Israeli-owned company.

A 2015 Middle East Eye article quoted a source close to 
Falcon Eye on its functions: “Every person is monitored 
from the moment they leave their doorstep to the mo-
ment they return to it. Their work, social and behavioural 
patterns are recorded, analysed and archived”.

As if that were not Big Brother enough, the phone of the 
author of that article went on to end up – where else? – 
on the Pegasus Project list.

In 2016, meanwhile, analysts documented a Pegasus 
hacking attempt against decorated Emirati human rights 
defender Ahmed Mansoor, who is currently imprisoned 
for such heinous crimes as insulting the “status and 
prestige of the UAE”. What, after all, could possibly be 
criticised in a prestigious country where civil liberties 
have been wiped out and replaced with shopping malls 
and artificial islands – and where persons suspected of 
opposition to the arrangement are eligible for jail time, 

torture, and disappearance?
So much for NSO’s “Human Rights Policy”, which ap-

pears on the firm’s website and is said to entail “con-
tractual obligations requiring NSO’s customers to limit 
the use of the company’s products to the prevention and 
investigation of serious crimes, including terrorism, and 
to ensure that the products will not be used to violate 
human rights”.

Ostensibly as an additional safeguard, the Israeli de-
fence ministry must approve all sales of NSO spyware to 
clients across the globe.

Of course, given that Israel’s own definition of counter-
terrorism involves, like, bombing Palestinian civilians, it 
is not difficult to see how human rights might fall by the 
wayside.

Indeed, Israel’s unique position as an apartheid state 
and violent occupying power has given it a significant 
advantage in the export of traditional armaments as well 
as cybersecurity products and other repressive expertise, 
all battle-tested on real live Palestinians.

As of 2016, Israel already possessed the most surveil-
lance companies per capita anywhere on the planet. 
And as the case of NSO and Pegasus illustrates, the pri-
vate surveillance industry is able to soar to ever greater 
heights courtesy of an abundance of ex-Israeli military 

cyberspies keen to get in on the action in a lucrative and 
largely unregulated field.

In 2019, incidentally, Facebook-owned WhatsApp filed 
a lawsuit against NSO over hacking accusations – a legal 
fight that is ongoing and has since been joined by Mi-
crosoft and other tech giants. Never mind that several of 
these outfits have themselves been implicated in the cen-
sorship of Palestinian journalists and activists – or that 
Microsoft once invested in an Israeli facial recognition 
firm that was secretly surveilling West Bank Palestinians.

For similarly solid ethics, one need look no further than 
the August 4 Associated Press article specifying that the 
Oregon state employee pension fund was “one of the 
largest investors, if not the largest” investor in the pri-
vate equity firm with majority ownership of NSO Group.

In its new report on Bahrain, Citizen Lab notes that 
“under the pretext of addressing COVID-19, the Bahraini 
government has imposed further restrictions on freedom 
of expression”. It is no doubt less than comforting, then, 
that Naftali Bennett – the ultra-right-wing former Israeli 
defence minister who in 2020 proposed enlisting NSO to 
fight the coronavirus – is now the prime minister of Israel.

And as Israel’s mission to normalise the annihilation of 
Palestinian rights proceeds alongside the normalisation 
of mass spying and the effective criminalisation of free-
dom of thought, we must not lose sight of the fact that 
none of this is really normal at all.

The author is the Contributing editor at Jacobin Maga-
zine. The article was originally published by Al Jazeera

The views expressed in the article are the author's own 
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer

TO BE SURE, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO SEE WHY THE “MOST powerful 

piece of spyware ever developed” might come in handy in a place known for 

repressing, detaining, torturing, and killing protesters – not to mention revoking 

the citizenship of Bahraini nationals who are too committed to things like human 

rights, activism, journalism, and other threatening pursuitspursuits

Susan powers 

I
s there a more economical and envi-
ronmentally friendly way? To find out, 
we asked Susan Powers, a professor of 
sustainable environmental systems at 

Clarkson University about her work com-
paring the environmental impact of tam-
pons, sanitary pads and menstrual cups.

What is a menstrual cup?
A menstrual cup is a type of reusable 

feminine hygiene product. It’s a small, 
flexible bell-shaped cup made of rubber or 
silicone that a woman inserts into her va-
gina to catch and collect menstrual fluid. It 
can be used for up to 12 hours, after which 
it is removed to dispose of the fluid and 
cleaned. The cup is rinsed with hot water 
and soap between each insertion and ster-
ilized in boiling water at least once per pe-
riod. A cup can last up to 10 years.

Although menstrual cups have been 
around for decades, they historically have 
been less popular than pads or tampons.
Are menstrual cups growing in popularity?

Yes, their popularity is growing as 
women, as well as men, become more 
comfortable dealing with and discuss-
ing menstruation. They have been a topic 
in news media ranging from Teen Vogue 
to NPR. Another part of their growing 
popularity stems from the general pub-
lic’s concern about solid waste associated 
with any disposable product, including 
disposable pads and tampons.

You have been researching the life cycle 
of different feminine hygiene products. 
What is a life cycle assessment and what 
have your studies shown?

A life cycle assessment provides a broad 
accounting and evaluation of all of the ma-
terials, energy and processes associated with 
the raw materials in a product, including 
their extraction, manufacture, use and dis-
posal. Impacts considered include climate 
change, natural resource depletion, human 
toxicity and ecotoxicity, among others.

I have worked for several years on a 
range of these assessments for consumer 
products and energy and agricultural sys-
tems. When Clarkson Honors Program 
student Amy Hait approached me about 
her idea of completing a life cycle assess-
ment on feminine hygiene products, I was 
intrigued and happy to work closely with 
her to complete the study and publish the 
results in the journal Resources, Conser-
vation & Recycling.

We compared three products: a rayon-
based tampon with a plastic applicator, a 
maxipad with a cellulose and polyethyl-
ene absorbent core and a menstrual cup 
made of silicone.

The assessment also included packag-
ing materials and the processes to make 
and transport these materials. In order to 
make a fair comparison among products, 
we looked at the number of products 
used by an average woman in one year. 
Based on published average values, that 

would be 240 tampons or maxipads. A 
menstrual cup has a 10-year lifespan, so 
its use for one year is the equivalent of 
one-tenth of the overall manufacturing 
and disposal impact.

Our assessment included eight different 

categories to evaluate the overall environ-
mental impact. These include measuring 
the impacts on the environment and hu-
man health.

The life cycle impact assessment pro-
vides quantitative scores for the impacts 

of each of these individually. We also used 
normalization factors for the United States 
to enable us to come up with a total im-
pact score. Higher scores reflect greater 
overall impacts.

Is using a menstrual cup more environ-
mentally sustainable?

The results of the life cycle assess-
ment clearly showed that the reusable 
menstrual cup was by far the best based 
on all environmental metrics. Based on 
the total impact score, the maxipad we 
considered in our study had the high-
est score, indicating higher impacts. The 
tampon had a 40% lower score and the 
menstrual cup 99.6% lower. The key fac-
tor for the high score for the maxipad 
was its greater weight and the manufac-
ture of the raw materials to make it.

Most people choose a reusable product 
because they believe it won’t add waste 
to landfills. But our study shows that 
most environmental benefits are from 
the reduced need to prepare all of the raw 
materials and manufacture the product.

Taking the tampon as an example, the 
extraction and preparation of the raw 
materials used to make it contributed 
over 80% of the total impact. Disposal, 
which people often pay more attention 
to, really contributes substantially only 
to water pollution, which is a very minor 
component of the overall impact.

The life cycle assessment also identifies 
sometimes surprising sources of environ-

mental and health impacts, including di-
oxins from bleaching wood pulp for pads, 
zinc from rayon production for tampons 
and chromium emissions from fossil fuel 
energy sources. By not having to produce 
more single-use products, we can avoid 
emitting many of these pollutants.

As with any other consumer goods, the 
impacts associated with the manufac-
ture and disposal of products are greatly 
reduced the more times you reuse any-
thing. Using a reuseable cup for even just 
one month instead of the average 20 pads 
or tampons was still an environmentally 
preferable approach.

What is done to encourage the use of 
a more sustainable feminine hygiene 
product?

The taboo nature of talking about men-
struation is changing with young women, 
at least in the United States. Women at 
Clarkson University, for example, worked 
with a cup manufacturer to provide a 
very public giveaway program to dis-
tribute free cups to over 100 college stu-
dents. That would never have happened 
when I was a student decades ago. Many 
health-related web sites like WebMD and 
Healthline provide relevant and reliable 
information on the proper use and care 
of menstrual cups, which should help to 
reduce concerns over their use and en-
courage more women to try them.
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Israel’s Pegasus: Is Your Phone A 
‘24-Hour Surveillance Device’?

Belen Fernandez

B
etween June 2020 and February 2021, the 
iPhones of nine Bahraini activists – including 
two dissidents exiled in London and three mem-
bers of the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights 

– were hacked using the Pegasus spyware that was de-
veloped by NSO Group, an Israeli cyber-surveillance firm 
regulated by Israel’s defence ministry.

The hackings were revealed in a new report from Citi-
zen Lab at the University of Toronto, which has studied 
Pegasus extensively along with related nefarious mod-
ern phenomena.

As the Guardian notes, Pegasus is “perhaps the most 
powerful piece of spyware ever developed” and can 
turn a mobile phone into a “24-hour surveillance de-
vice” – harvesting messages, passwords, photos, internet 
searches, and other data and seizing control of the cam-
era and microphone.

This can all be done via “zero-click” technology, mean-
ing that one does not have to click on a compromised link 
or do anything else for one’s phone to become infected.

As if Bahraini human rights campaigners didn’t already 
have enough on their plates in a torture-happy kingdom 
before, you know, the full obliteration of the right to privacy.

And yet the Citizen Lab report is merely the latest epi-
sode in the dystopian science fiction thriller that we are 
presently inhabiting on earth.

In July, the Pegasus Project – a consortium of 17 media 
outlets working with Amnesty International and the Par-
is-based NGO Forbidden Stories – revealed a leaked list 
of more than 50,000 smartphone numbers from across 
the world. The majority of the numbers were concen-
trated in countries known to have been clients of NSO, 
suggesting that the list was a compilation of potential 
surveillance targets.

The Washington Post, one of the affiliated outlets, ex-
plained that 37 of the listed phones had thus far been 
confirmed as targets of attempted or successful hacking 
by Pegasus spyware. Among the phones’ owners were 
journalists, activists, and “the two women closest to Sau-
di columnist” Jamal Khashoggi, who was murdered by 
agents of the Saudi state on October 2, 2018.

Exactly one day before the murder, Citizen Lab had 
warned with “high confidence” that the phone of Omar 
Abdulaziz, a Saudi critic in Canada, had been infected by 
Pegasus. Abdulaziz, it turned out, was a close friend and 
frequent correspondent of Khashoggi.

And while NSO representatives vociferously deny com-
plicity in any sort of wrongdoing ever, the list of coinci-
dences goes on.

More than 15,000 of the 50,000 phone numbers, for ex-
ample, were in Mexico – which holds the distinction of 
having been NSO’s first international client-slash-guinea 
pig in 2011. Reflecting on the fate of Mexican freelance 
reporter Cecilio Pineda, who was shot to death in a ham-
mock after his number appeared twice on the infamous 
list, the Washington Post threw in the disclaimer: “It is 
unclear what role, if any, Pegasus’s ability to geolocate its 
targets in real time contributed to his murder”.

According to Reuters, Mexican government agencies 
signed contracts worth upwards of $160m with NSO 
Group between 2011 and 2018, primarily during the reign 
of right-wing President Enrique Peña Nieto. Thanks to the 
investment, Pegasus operators were able to target, inter 
alia, investigators looking into the forcible disappearance 
of 43 students in the state of Guerrero by Mexican secu-
rity forces in 2014. Also targeted were the wife, children, 
and cardiologist of left-wing politician Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, who has since succeeded Peña Nieto.

Back over in Bahrain, Citizen Lab has verified that five 
out of the nine recently hacked numbers appear on the 
Pegasus Project list. Although Bahrain and Israel only 
formally normalised relations last year, a bilateral af-
finity predated the official declaration of love, and the 
Bahraini government is believed to have added Pegasus 
spyware to its repressive arsenal in 2017.

To be sure, it is not difficult to see why the “most pow-
erful piece of spyware ever developed” might come in 
handy in a place known for repressing, detaining, tortur-
ing, and killing protesters – not to mention revoking the 

citizenship of Bahraini nationals who are too committed 
to things like human rights, activism, journalism, and 
other threatening pursuits.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE), which also celebrated 
normalisation with Israel last year, has long been in bed 
with Israeli spying technology – as evidenced by a mass 
civil surveillance system called Falcon Eye installed in 
Abu Dhabi by an Israeli-owned company.

A 2015 Middle East Eye article quoted a source close to 
Falcon Eye on its functions: “Every person is monitored 
from the moment they leave their doorstep to the mo-
ment they return to it. Their work, social and behavioural 
patterns are recorded, analysed and archived”.

As if that were not Big Brother enough, the phone of the 
author of that article went on to end up – where else? – 
on the Pegasus Project list.

In 2016, meanwhile, analysts documented a Pegasus 
hacking attempt against decorated Emirati human rights 
defender Ahmed Mansoor, who is currently imprisoned 
for such heinous crimes as insulting the “status and 
prestige of the UAE”. What, after all, could possibly be 
criticised in a prestigious country where civil liberties 
have been wiped out and replaced with shopping malls 
and artificial islands – and where persons suspected of 
opposition to the arrangement are eligible for jail time, 

torture, and disappearance?
So much for NSO’s “Human Rights Policy”, which ap-

pears on the firm’s website and is said to entail “con-
tractual obligations requiring NSO’s customers to limit 
the use of the company’s products to the prevention and 
investigation of serious crimes, including terrorism, and 
to ensure that the products will not be used to violate 
human rights”.

Ostensibly as an additional safeguard, the Israeli de-
fence ministry must approve all sales of NSO spyware to 
clients across the globe.

Of course, given that Israel’s own definition of counter-
terrorism involves, like, bombing Palestinian civilians, it 
is not difficult to see how human rights might fall by the 
wayside.

Indeed, Israel’s unique position as an apartheid state 
and violent occupying power has given it a significant 
advantage in the export of traditional armaments as well 
as cybersecurity products and other repressive expertise, 
all battle-tested on real live Palestinians.

As of 2016, Israel already possessed the most surveil-
lance companies per capita anywhere on the planet. 
And as the case of NSO and Pegasus illustrates, the pri-
vate surveillance industry is able to soar to ever greater 
heights courtesy of an abundance of ex-Israeli military 

cyberspies keen to get in on the action in a lucrative and 
largely unregulated field.

In 2019, incidentally, Facebook-owned WhatsApp filed 
a lawsuit against NSO over hacking accusations – a legal 
fight that is ongoing and has since been joined by Mi-
crosoft and other tech giants. Never mind that several of 
these outfits have themselves been implicated in the cen-
sorship of Palestinian journalists and activists – or that 
Microsoft once invested in an Israeli facial recognition 
firm that was secretly surveilling West Bank Palestinians.

For similarly solid ethics, one need look no further than 
the August 4 Associated Press article specifying that the 
Oregon state employee pension fund was “one of the 
largest investors, if not the largest” investor in the pri-
vate equity firm with majority ownership of NSO Group.

In its new report on Bahrain, Citizen Lab notes that 
“under the pretext of addressing COVID-19, the Bahraini 
government has imposed further restrictions on freedom 
of expression”. It is no doubt less than comforting, then, 
that Naftali Bennett – the ultra-right-wing former Israeli 
defence minister who in 2020 proposed enlisting NSO to 
fight the coronavirus – is now the prime minister of Israel.

And as Israel’s mission to normalise the annihilation of 
Palestinian rights proceeds alongside the normalisation 
of mass spying and the effective criminalisation of free-
dom of thought, we must not lose sight of the fact that 
none of this is really normal at all.

The author is the Contributing editor at Jacobin Maga-
zine. The article was originally published by Al Jazeera

The views expressed in the article are the author's own 
and do not necessarily represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer
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Susan powers 

I
s there a more economical and envi-
ronmentally friendly way? To find out, 
we asked Susan Powers, a professor of 
sustainable environmental systems at 

Clarkson University about her work com-
paring the environmental impact of tam-
pons, sanitary pads and menstrual cups.

What is a menstrual cup?
A menstrual cup is a type of reusable 

feminine hygiene product. It’s a small, 
flexible bell-shaped cup made of rubber or 
silicone that a woman inserts into her va-
gina to catch and collect menstrual fluid. It 
can be used for up to 12 hours, after which 
it is removed to dispose of the fluid and 
cleaned. The cup is rinsed with hot water 
and soap between each insertion and ster-
ilized in boiling water at least once per pe-
riod. A cup can last up to 10 years.

Although menstrual cups have been 
around for decades, they historically have 
been less popular than pads or tampons.
Are menstrual cups growing in popularity?

Yes, their popularity is growing as 
women, as well as men, become more 
comfortable dealing with and discuss-
ing menstruation. They have been a topic 
in news media ranging from Teen Vogue 
to NPR. Another part of their growing 
popularity stems from the general pub-
lic’s concern about solid waste associated 
with any disposable product, including 
disposable pads and tampons.

You have been researching the life cycle 
of different feminine hygiene products. 
What is a life cycle assessment and what 
have your studies shown?

A life cycle assessment provides a broad 
accounting and evaluation of all of the ma-
terials, energy and processes associated with 
the raw materials in a product, including 
their extraction, manufacture, use and dis-
posal. Impacts considered include climate 
change, natural resource depletion, human 
toxicity and ecotoxicity, among others.

I have worked for several years on a 
range of these assessments for consumer 
products and energy and agricultural sys-
tems. When Clarkson Honors Program 
student Amy Hait approached me about 
her idea of completing a life cycle assess-
ment on feminine hygiene products, I was 
intrigued and happy to work closely with 
her to complete the study and publish the 
results in the journal Resources, Conser-
vation & Recycling.

We compared three products: a rayon-
based tampon with a plastic applicator, a 
maxipad with a cellulose and polyethyl-
ene absorbent core and a menstrual cup 
made of silicone.

The assessment also included packag-
ing materials and the processes to make 
and transport these materials. In order to 
make a fair comparison among products, 
we looked at the number of products 
used by an average woman in one year. 
Based on published average values, that 

would be 240 tampons or maxipads. A 
menstrual cup has a 10-year lifespan, so 
its use for one year is the equivalent of 
one-tenth of the overall manufacturing 
and disposal impact.

Our assessment included eight different 

categories to evaluate the overall environ-
mental impact. These include measuring 
the impacts on the environment and hu-
man health.

The life cycle impact assessment pro-
vides quantitative scores for the impacts 

of each of these individually. We also used 
normalization factors for the United States 
to enable us to come up with a total im-
pact score. Higher scores reflect greater 
overall impacts.

Is using a menstrual cup more environ-
mentally sustainable?

The results of the life cycle assess-
ment clearly showed that the reusable 
menstrual cup was by far the best based 
on all environmental metrics. Based on 
the total impact score, the maxipad we 
considered in our study had the high-
est score, indicating higher impacts. The 
tampon had a 40% lower score and the 
menstrual cup 99.6% lower. The key fac-
tor for the high score for the maxipad 
was its greater weight and the manufac-
ture of the raw materials to make it.

Most people choose a reusable product 
because they believe it won’t add waste 
to landfills. But our study shows that 
most environmental benefits are from 
the reduced need to prepare all of the raw 
materials and manufacture the product.

Taking the tampon as an example, the 
extraction and preparation of the raw 
materials used to make it contributed 
over 80% of the total impact. Disposal, 
which people often pay more attention 
to, really contributes substantially only 
to water pollution, which is a very minor 
component of the overall impact.

The life cycle assessment also identifies 
sometimes surprising sources of environ-

mental and health impacts, including di-
oxins from bleaching wood pulp for pads, 
zinc from rayon production for tampons 
and chromium emissions from fossil fuel 
energy sources. By not having to produce 
more single-use products, we can avoid 
emitting many of these pollutants.

As with any other consumer goods, the 
impacts associated with the manufac-
ture and disposal of products are greatly 
reduced the more times you reuse any-
thing. Using a reuseable cup for even just 
one month instead of the average 20 pads 
or tampons was still an environmentally 
preferable approach.

What is done to encourage the use of 
a more sustainable feminine hygiene 
product?

The taboo nature of talking about men-
struation is changing with young women, 
at least in the United States. Women at 
Clarkson University, for example, worked 
with a cup manufacturer to provide a 
very public giveaway program to dis-
tribute free cups to over 100 college stu-
dents. That would never have happened 
when I was a student decades ago. Many 
health-related web sites like WebMD and 
Healthline provide relevant and reliable 
information on the proper use and care 
of menstrual cups, which should help to 
reduce concerns over their use and en-
courage more women to try them.

The Conversation

Sustainable Female Health Products

AS WITH ANY OTHER 
consumer goods, the 

impacts associated with 

the manufacture and disposal 

of products are greatly reduced 

the more times you reuse 

anything. Using a reuseable 

cup for even just one month 

instead of the average 20 pads 

or tampons was still an 

environmentally preferable 

approach
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Policeman, Bihar
under relevant sections of law. Investigation 

is in progress and officers continue to work to 
establish the full circumstances of this terror 
crime,” he added.

Meanwhile, barely hours after Sharma’s 
killing, suspected militants shot dead a non-
local labourer in Neehama area of the district.

35-year-old Shankar Choudary of Bihar 
was shot in the head by suspected militants 
in Neehama area on Friday evening, officials 
said. He was removed to the district hospital 
Kulgam where doctors declared him brought 
dead.

Dr Muzaffar Zargar, Medical Superintendent 
District hospital Kulgam, was quoted by a lo-
cal news agency as saying that Choudary had 
received bullet injuries in his head.

“He was brought dead,” Zargar said.
Meanwhile, mainstream parties, including 

National Conference and Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) condemned the killing of 
policeman.

In a statement issued here, NC President 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah condemned the “brutal” 
killing of a railway police constable and ex-
pressed heartfelt sympathies with his family 
and friends.

In a tweet, his son Omar Abdullah said, “I 
unequivocally condemn the militant attack in 
Kulgam. My heartfelt condolences to the family 
and colleagues of Constable Bantoo Sharma of 
Railway Protection Force who was killed in the 
line of duty. May his soul rest in peace,”

PDP President Mehbooba Mufti also ex-
pressed anguish over the killing

“Very sorry to hear about the terrorist at-
tack in Kulgam today that claimed yet another 
innocent life. Deepest condolences & prayers 
with Bantoo Sharma ji’s family. May his soul 
rest in peace,” Mehbooba wrote on her official 
Twitter handle.

“Strongly condemn the killing of a police 
man in Kulgam. May Allah give patience to 
the family of Bantu Sharma to bear this loss. 
And May the killers rot in hell,” Sajad Lone, 
People’s Conference Chairman wrote on his 
Twitter handle.

J&K Logs 155

Shopian, officials said. No fresh case of virus 
was reported from Kulgam district.

Six of the districts in Jammu division in-
cluding Udhampur, Kathua, Samba, Kishtwar, 
Poonch and Reasi reported no case of Covid-19 
on Friday, they said. However, Doda district re-
ported 12, Jammu 5, Ramban 3 and Rajouri 2 
new cases of virus.

During the same time, officials said, 135 
more Covid-19 patients have recovered—34 
from Jammu and 101 from Kashmir.

Meanwhile, one more coronavirus related 
death was reported from the Valley on Friday 
thus taking the overall fatality count to 4416 
in J&K-— 2169 in Jammu division and 2247 in 
Kashmir.

Also, officials said, one more confirmed case 
of mucormycosis (black fungus) was reported 
today. So far 46 black fungus cases have been 
confirmed in J&K, the officials added.

Govt To Build

Asserting that Kashmiri migrants constitute 
part and parcel of Kashmir’s composite cul-
ture, Sonowal, as per the official spokesperson 
affirmed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
led government is very keen towards the wel-
fare of Kashmiri migrants.

“He said that several concrete measures 
have been taken in order to ensure their reha-
bilitation so that they live in their homeland 
with peace and harmony,” he said.

The Minister, he said, termed the people of 
Kashmir having loving and accommodative 
nature and said that time has come when the 
people of different faiths and beliefs live with 
peace and prosperity.

“He said that unity in diversity, as envisaged 
in ‘Azadi ka Amrut Mohatsav” initiative is the 
only unifying factor for a strong nation,” the 
official spokesperson said.

He said that the Union Minister, accom-
panied by top functionaries, was on a two 
day’s visit to Baramulla district as part of the 
Union Government’s special public outreach 
programme which aims to evoke feedback 
from different stakeholders besides listening 
to their developmental aspirations and other 
concerns.

On the second leg of his visit, the official 
spokesperson said Sonowal met scores of del-
egations and deputations who apprised him 
about their demands and grievances.

“Representatives of different political par-
ties called on the Minister wherein they 
highlighted several demands and grievances 
pertaining to socio-economic development 
of the society. Those include up gradation of 
basic infrastructure in AYUSH institutions, de-
velopment of waterways wherever possible, 
amongst others,” he said.

In his meeting with a delegation of PRIs, 
Sonowal as per official spokesperson said 

that Union Government has a good dream for 
development of Jammu and Kashmir, adding 
that the present out-reach programme has 
been initiated by the Government to know the 
basic problems of the people at the ground.

“He assured that the demands and griev-
ances projected by the delegations have been 
taken note of and the same would be put up 
with Government at Union level as well as 
with Lieutenant Governor for their timely re-
dressal,” he added.

Munda Hails Forces
CRPF and JK Police Jawans in fighting suc-

cessful multi-front wars simultaneously in-
cluding measures taken against terrorism, 
crime and drugs. He said the JK Police plays an 
important role in bringing peace in the valley 
and remembered the Police martyrs who at-
tained martyrdom in the line of duty,” he said.

Earlier, the official spokesperson said that 
the Minister paid a visit to District Hospital 
Bandipora today to assess the healthcare facil-
ities being provided at the hospital. He visited 
the vaccination centre at District Hospital and 
reviewed the arrangements made by district 
administration in tackling COVID19 pandemic.

Munda, he said, interacted with the hospital 
staff and doctors and discussed the healthcare 
facilities being provided to the people at the 
hospital besides getting information about the 
measures to be taken to improve the health-
care services.

“Minister was briefed about the COVID19 
situation in the district and the facilities avail-
able in the district to tackle the pandemic. He 
got the first hand overview of the measures 
taken to fight COVID19 besides sampling, test-
ing and vaccination process in the district,” 
the official spokesperson said.

“Arjun Munda appreciated the role of 
healthcare workers and efforts of district ad-
ministration in tackling the COVID19 pandem-
ic and urged them to continue to work with 
extra zeal and zest,” he added.

Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Dr. Owais 
Ahmad and other officers of the District were 
present on the occasion.
J&K Best Among
Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Friday, an official spokesperson said. The 
LG congratulated the students and faculty 
members of the first batch of Bachelor in 
Unani Medicine and Surgery (BUMS) through 
virtual mode and wished for their bright 
future.

“Out of 60 students, 23 are girls. It is a 
matter of pride for us and I extend my best 
wishes to all the young boys and girls in their 
career. The 60-bed hospital has seven depart-
ments – Medicine, Surgery, ENT, Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Pediatrics, Dermatology, and 
Treatment by Non-medicinal lifestyle,” Sinha 
said.

Lauding the efforts of the concerned offi-
cers and executing agency for arranging the 
comprehensive health facility at a very low 
cost, the LG, as per the official spokesperson 
said that the Ganderbal Unani Medical College 
and Hospital will provide basic health services 
to the population of other districts as well. The 
LG said that the first Unani Medical College 
was started in Jammu and Kashmir in 1962 
but due to some reasons, it was closed down 
in 1967.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG termed the Unani Medical College as the 
first Government Unani College of modern 
times and said that like many projects, this 
college too was conceived 10 years back but 
only in the last two years has it been complet-
ed with a focused work.

“This symbolizes our resolve to build a 
strong infrastructure in healthcare sector,” 
Sinha said.

The college constructed under the central 
government scheme at an estimated cost of Rs 
32.50 crore, received the financial assistance 
of Rs 17 crore from the Ministry of AYUSH, 
Government of India.

The LG, as per the official spokesperson ex-
pressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for liberal funding for 
the creation of infrastructure in Jammu and 
Kashmir and said that the Ministry of AYUSH, 
under the guidance of the PM has done un-
precedented work in indigenous systems of 
medicine, research and healthcare.

 “I sincerely hope that Unani Medical College 
Ganderbal will play its important role in pro-
moting indigenous system of medicine in J&K 
UT, especially in Kashmir Division”, Sinha said.

Noting that J&K is one of the best perform-
ing UTs/states in the country in terms of health 
facilities, the Las per the official spokesperson 
said that extensive interventions have been 
made in the health facilities to develop a 
state-of-the-art health sector in J&K under the 
directions of  Prime Minister.

“The speed and scale at which the health 
sector transformation has taken place in 
J&K is remarkable and is now visible in 

achievements,” Sinha said.
Listing out the data of Health Sector, the 

LG said that according to the National Family 
Health Survey, the neonatal mortality rate 
came down to single-digit 9.8 in 2019-20, 
from 23.1 in 2015-16. Infant Mortality Rate 
today has come down to half i.e. 16.3 from 
32.4 recorded in 2015-16 survey. The under-5 
mortality rate was 37.6 in 2015-16, which has 
come down by half to 18.5 today.

According to the official spokesperson 
the LG said that for the first time in 2016-17, 
J&K got two new AIIMS and Seven Medical 
Colleges between 2016 and 2019. The first 
batch in AIIMS Jammu has started, and the 
construction of AIIMS Srinagar will start soon.

“Between 2015 and 2019, two State Cancer 
Institutes were given to Jammu and Kashmir. 
Before 2019, there were only 129 health and 
wellness centers across Jammu and Kashmir. 
1275 new health and wellness centers have 
been set up in two years,” the LG said.

Observing that there was no health insur-
ance scheme in J&K before 2019, Sinha, as 
per the official spokesperson said that Prime 
Minister gave a scheme named Ayushman 
Bharat Sehat to UT in December 2020, in 
which health insurance of 5 lakh per family 
is being provided to all citizens without any 
discrimination. 49 lakh beneficiaries are reg-
istered and 45.48 lakh golden cards have been 
made available.

The LG, he said, also lauded the hard work 
of doctors, health workers, and other services 
and said that his administration has ensured 
that during the second wave in Jammu and 
Kashmir, no one faced any problem of oxygen 
beds.

“In August last year, the oxygen generation 
capacity in all our hospitals was only 15,000 
LPM, which has been increased to 70,000 
LPM within 8 months and will be increased 
to 90,000 LPM by the last week of September. 
Like Corona management, the UT is also lead-
ing in the whole country in vaccination,” 
Sinha said.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
Union AYUSH Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal 
said that with the starting of the first BUMS 
course, Government Unani Medical College 
will help promote indigenous systems of 
medicine in J&K, and also act as a tertiary care 
health facility for the UT.

“He further said that the AYUSH Ministry is 
determined to provide basic healthcare ser-
vices to the people of Jammu and Kashmir,” 
he added.

Launches ‘Elderline’

tricycles, prosthetic and other aids worth Rs 
3.25 crore to divyangs from across the UT.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG observed that ElderLine will serve as a vital 
support system to comfort the distressed el-
derly through a dedicated Decentralized Call 
Center, extending emotional care and support, 
health services, and other aids to needy senior 
citizens.

“This toll-free helpline will fill a crucial gap 
in the institutionalized Eldercare Ecosystem in 
UT,” Sinha said.

As per the official spokesperson, it was 
also informed that the J&K Maintenance and 
Welfare for Parents and Senior Citizens rules 
2021 have been prepared and will be notified 
in a few days.

The LG, he said, lauded the efforts of 
Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation 
of India (ALIMCO) for providing assistance to 
divyangs of the UT and making it specially-
abled, inclusive and accessible.

“The Social Welfare Department shall be 
holding Panchayat level assessment camps in 
association with ALIMCO to identify all those 
in need of any kind of prosthetic aid and the 
J&K government shall ensure that all eligible 
persons are provided with requisite prosthetic 
and other aids within this year,” the official 
spokesperson said.

He said that the LG stated that the J&K Social 
Welfare Department has conducted a survey 
of those in need of motorized tricycles and all 
those who are eligible for Old age, Widow, and 
Divyang pensions.

“The UT government shall be attaining sat-
uration in the distribution of these benefits 
within this year,” the official spokesperson said.

“He said about 9 lakh people have received 
funds under different pension schemes. 
Another, 2 lakh 72 thousand additional people 
have been added to our pension schemes, and 
for the first time in the history of UT, pensions 
have been provided to transgenders,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG noted that in line with the vision of Hon’ble 
PM Narendra Modi calling for ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’, the UT govern-
ment is determined to ensure welfare of all 
sections of the society.

“We are moving towards 100% saturation of 
all 55 public welfare schemes of the Central 
government so that the benefits reach out to 
the last needy person in the society”, Sinha said.

The LG, as per official spokesperson said 
that that the J&K government has ensured 
provision for reservation in jobs for specially-
abled persons in the UT. Further, the Social 
Welfare Department has given reservation 
benefits to the needy at different levels and 
now 10% reservation in government jobs has 
been extended to the people living below the 
poverty line.

“In wake of COVID pandemic, SASCM/
Saksham scheme has been started by the UT 
government to provide financial help to the 
families who have suffered due to Corona. 
Under this, the families who have lost their 
breadwinners will be given a monthly pen-
sion of Rs. 1000 and special scholarship has 
been arranged for the children who have be-
come orphaned due to Covid, besides extend-
ing benefits of other social welfare schemes to 
them,” the LG said.

“The Social Welfare Department has consti-
tuted a special cell which will work properly 
for their help throughout their life,” he added.

ACB Nabs

uncle of the complainant, they said.
Ahmed was threatening to prepare a strong 

case against the father, brother and uncle of 
the complainant if he did not pay the bribe, 
they alleged.

On receipt of the complaint, a case was reg-
istered by the ACB and investigation was taken 
up.

Ahmed was caught red-handed while de-
manding and accepting the bribe from the 
complainant as the ACB sleuths got hold of 
him, they said.

The bribe worth Rs 8,000 was also recov-
ered on the spot. He was arrested and taken 
into custody by the ACB team, they said.

After the arrest, searches were also con-
ducted in the premises of the accused.

Further investigation is in progress, the of-
ficials said.
Wazir’s Murder

switched off his mobile number and start us-
ing another number in Jammu, they said.

On September 2, he collected Wazir’s lug-
gage from his house in Jammu and left for 
Delhi. He switched on his number again 
in Punjab and came to Basai Darapur on 
September 3 via a taxi, police said.

Chaudhary left the spot at around 11.30 am 
to collect his bag that was left in taxi (as per 
their planning) and returned from Kashmere 
Gate area at 5.30 pm, they said, adding that he 
remained at the spot with others co-accused 
Harpreet, Harmeet and Billa.

He, along with Harpreet and Harmeet went 
to the terrace and planned to kill Wazir.

Harpeet handed over one pistol to Harmeet. 
They came back and Harmeet allegedly shot 
Wazir who was already unconscious due to 
sedative given by them, police said.

Chaudhary, with Harpreet and Harmeet, 
cleaned the blood from the spot and the body 
was shifted to the washroom. Thereafter, they 
planned to dump the body at a metro sta-
tion or IGI Airport and visited the places but 
couldn’t succeed in their plan, the police said.

The accused planned the murder over 
the past two-three months on the lines of 
Bollywood movie Drishyam and created false 
evidence to mislead the police, a senior police 
officer said.

The call detail records analysis revealed that 
Harpreet called several numbers in Jammu af-
ter September 3, and one of the numbers was 
found registered in the name of Chaudhary’s 
mother, the officer said, adding that later, 
Rajinder was arrested from his in-law’s house 
on Tuesday.

During investigation, it had surfaced that 
in 1983, a triple murder took place in Jammu 
area in which one Kuldeep alias Pappi, who 
was Harpreet’s maternal uncle, was killed us-
ing swords.

Wazir was arrested in that incident and was 
lodged in jail for around three-and-a-half-
years, a senior police officer said.

The police said that facts are being verified, 
including whether Wazir’s murder was relat-
ed to that particular incident.
Tarigami Urges

“A government employee is a tool to imple-
ment policies of the government. If the same 
employee is made a suspect by doubting him 
and putting him in the basket of suspicion re-
peatedly, it will adversely affect his working 
and in turn affect overall functioning of the 
government,” Tarigami said in a statement.

He said there was already a procedure laid 
down to deal with any employee involved in 
anti-national subversive activities and issu-
ing new orders only created an atmosphere of 
suspicion.

“It seems, because of some ill advice, the 
J&K administration is resorting to such an un-
warranted course and to targeting its employ-
ees and thereby putting them under constant 
fear. If an employee is violating the law, he 

must be dealt with according to the already 
laid down procedures, but this type of an ar-
bitrary approach is not good in a democracy,” 
the former MLA added.

Tarigami said denying anyone a passport 
based on a vigilance case cannot be a substi-
tute for being found guilty in a court of law.

“One of the most sacred principles of the 
justice system is that a person is innocent 
until proven guilty. How can the government 
deny a passport to an employee on mere regis-
tration of a case by vigilance?” he asked.

“The authoritarian orders issued by the 
administration are against the interests of 
the people of all the regions and communi-
ties. Instead of issuing such orders, the gov-
ernment must ensure that the rights of the 
people and their livelihood are protected,” the 
Communist leader added.

Art 370 Will Be Restored
had done wrong.
Addressing a public meeting here, Mufti 

said, “We all need to unite because they want 
to divide us. There is so much corruption in 
Jammu and Kashmir government now. Peace 
cannot be achieved through force. The envi-
ronment in Jammu and Kashmir after August 
5, 2019, has become suffocating.”

“We should not be disheartened. I believe 
that a time will come when not only Article 
370 and Article 35A will be reinstated but the 
Government will be compelled to say that 
they did wrong and they will ask what more 
do we want for Jammu and Kashmir,” the PDP 
chief added.

In August 2019, the Centre abrogated Article 
370 which gave special status to the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir and bifurcated 
the region into two territories- Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Leopard Mauls

neighbours and the teams of police and 
wildlife department.

Her killing by the beast had triggered 
massive outrage against the alleged failure 
of wildlife department officials in checking 
the movement of wild animals into human 
habitations.

How Kitchen Blast

“They don’t know how it happened,” he 
says.

Apart from claiming the life of his minor 
sister, the blast injured his six family mem-
bers including his father Ghulam Muhammad 
Wani and mother Raja Begum. They’re un-
dergoing treatment in district and Srinagar’s 
SMHS hospital.

Aadil’s father was discharged on Friday 
morning but his whole body is wrapped with 
bandages.

“He’s not able to sip a drop of water,” 
Mohammad IqbalWani, Aadil’s uncle told 
Kashmir Observer.

“Ye gow kahar(This is a disaster).”

LG Wishes

Your exceptional, tireless efforts towards 
development of New India have been a source 
of inspiration for all of us.May the nation con-
tinue to progress under your dynamic leader-
ship & vision,” Sinha tweeted.

The Kashmir unit of the BJP also wished the 
prime minister but said there would not be 
any gala celebrations or cake cutting.

“BJP is a party of poor. On the 71st birthday 
of PM Narendera Modi, no cake cutting, or gala 
celebrations, but to distribute food, fruit and 
edibles among needy, poor and destitute in 
Kashmir,” party spokesman Altaf Thakur said.

He said 25,000 post cards filled with co-
lourful birthday wishes from Kashmir have 
already been sent to the prime minister. (PTI)

Man Falls From

doctors there declared him dead on arrival.
Mir’s death is the third such fatality under 

similar circumstances in a week.
Three days ago on Monday, 55- year-old 

Ghulam Mohammad Khokher s of Balkote Uri 
fell from the walnut tree and died.

Before that, 37-year-old Nazir Ahmad Bhat 
of Agagam Rajwar lost his life in a similar inci-
dent last Saturday.

Teen Biker

according to news agency KNO.
He said that in the incident which took 

place yesterday evening, another youth iden-
tified as Basit Ahmad was also injured, while 
he was crossing the road.

He said that the injured were rushed to 
district hospital Bandipora, where from the 
duo were shifted to Srinagar Hospital for 
treatment.

“However, late last night Asgar succumbed 
to his injuries at the hospital, while the condi-
tion of another is said to be stable,” he said.

The official said that a case has been reg-
istered and investigation has been started in 
this regard.

Blood Donation Camp Held In 
North Kashmir’s Yakmanpora
Observer news Service

SRINAGAR: A blood donation 
camp was held at Yakmanpora 
Singhpora area in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district on 
Thursday.

The camp was organ-
ised by  Idara Islamic Library 
Imam Khamnaei Yakmanpora 
Singhpora in collaboration with 
Al Mustafa welfare trust and 
blood bank.

A specialized medical/ 
Paramedical team from SMHS 
Hospital Srinagar conducted the 
blood collection process. About 
50 pints of blood were  donated 
by the youth of Yakhmanpora 
and adjoining areas.

After the smooth and suc-
cessful conduct of event, some 
of the worthy donors shared 
their valuable views about the 

blood donation and appreciat-
ed the organizers and Hospital 
Staff and urged to conduct such 
events in near future.

The Key Driving Force For The 
Future Is Knowledge: LG
OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday presided 
over the closing ceremony of 
the year-long Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of the University 
of Jammu. On the occasion, he 
inaugurated 11 infrastructure 
projects worth Rs 43.91 crores 
at Main Campus & offsite cam-
puses in Ramnagar, Reasi, and 
Kathua.

 Speaking on the occasion, 
the Lt Governor lauded the 
University administration for 
achieving A+ grade in the re-
cent NAAC report, besides 

congratulating the students, 
faculty members, and Vice 
Chancellor for the newly inau-
gurated infrastructure projects.

 Laying stress on the dynam-
ics of contemporary education 
ecosystem, the Lt Governor said 
that Universities and colleges 
can no longer afford to produce 
ordinary students. Teachers will 
have to continuously evolve 
new mechanisms to enrich the 
syllabus and students will have 
to learn things beyond the pre-
scribed curriculum.

“The key driving force for the 
future is knowledge. The rate 
at which we can adapt new 

educational methods, new re-
search programmes is increas-
ing. The speed of scientific 
and technological innovations 
requires much faster, swifter 
adaptability from both- the 
teachers as well as students”, 
the Lt Governor asserted.

 It is important to remember 
that Universities and Colleges 
have immense power and a small 
shift in curriculum can have a de-
cisive impact on socio-economic 
environment, he added.

The Lt Governor noted that 
as J&K prepares for a new 
Industrial Revolution, our 
educational institutes need 

to churn out skilled Human 
Capital commensurate with 
the demand of the Industry. I 
urge the educators to analyze, 
adapt to changing dynamics, 
and fill the gaps to keep up with 
the ever-changing Education 
ecosystem.

“The New Education Policy 
calls upon educators to move 
beyond reading, writing & 
arithmetic and lay emphasis on 
the development of the future 
builders who affect positive 
changes in the society through 
innovation creativity, compas-
sion, decency, and sensitivity”, 
he added.
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GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PCD (PHQ) J&K SRINAGAR
INVITING E-TENDER NOTICE 

e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/80/2021-22    Dated: - 16-09-2021

Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR on behalf of The President of India invites tenders by e-tendering on item rate basis from approved and eligible 

contractors registered with J&K Govt. / CPWD / Railways and other State / Central Governments for the following works.

S.
No

Name of Work
Name of 
Division

Estimated Cost
(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of document
 (In Rs )

Time Allowed 
for completion

Time and date of 
opening of tender

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9

1
Modification of seating arrangement to 
pavilion of Parade ground at APC Zewan

PCD (PHQ) J&K, 
Srinagar  

8.78 lacs 700/- 15 days 24-09-2021
“A”,”C” 
&“D”

1. Date of Publishing    16-09-2021 at 1630 hours.

2. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 1700 hours on 16-09-2021

i. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://jktenders.gov.in from  

16-09-2021   to 23-09-2021 upto 1600 Hrs. The bids received will be opened at 1100 hours on       

24-09-2021 on line.  

ii. The complete bidding process will be on line.

iii. Technical bids of bidders shall be opened on line in the office of Executive Engineer PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagar on 24-09-2021 at 1100 Hrs.  
iv. In pursuance to Circular No. A/Misc(2018)-III-895/J dated. 22-12-2020 issued by Finance Department of J&K, there is no requirement of submission of bid 

security/ earnest Money deposit (EMD).

However, every bidder has to furnish an undertaking/ declaration form accepting that if it withdraws or modifies its bids during the period of bid validity or if it fails to 
sign the contract or fails to submit a performance security within 03 days after opening of price bid, if they are awarded the contract, they will be suspended 

from participating in any tender process in future for a period of one year. 

Aforementioned undertaken/ declaration needs to be furnished as per format provided in Annexure “A” to this bid document duly attested by 1st class magistrate 

/ Notary on stamp paper.

v. The cost of tender documents should be submitted by the bidder in shape of treasury challan / receipt and upload the same.

vi. In case of abnormally low bids, the tender inviting Authority reserves the right to ask from the bidder for additional performance security with the approval of 

the next higher Authority which shall be binding upon the bidder in such case.

3. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in Bid documents contain qualifying criteria for bidder, specifications, 
bill of quantities, conditions and other details.

4. The site for the work is available. The intending bidders are strongly advised to inspect the site of work before bidding.

5. Financial Bids will be opened on line in the office of the Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K Jammu/Srinagar. If the office happens to be closed on the date of 
opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

6. The bid for the work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder / tenderer withdraws his bid/tender 

before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand forfeited.
7. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted Officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering Department of the Government is 

allowed to work as a Contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from Government service, without permission of the Government. This contract 

is liable to be cancelled if either the contractor or any of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had not obtained the permission of the 

Government as aforesaid before submission of the tender or engagement in the Contractor’s Service.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.  

9. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

i. The interested bidder can download the NIT/bidding document from the website http://jktenders.gov.in

ii. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) “Digital Signature Certificate” as per Information Technology Act-2000, to participate in online 
bidding. This certificate will be required for digitally signing the bid. Bidders can get above mentioned digital certificate from any approved vendors. The 
Bidders, who already possess valid (DSC) Digital Signature Certificates, need not to procure new Digital Signature Certificate.

iii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without Digital Signature. No Proposal 

will be accepted in physical form.

iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para 2(III).

v. Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copies of all the necessary documents have been attached with bid.

vi. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reasons may be.

vii. All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
viii. Bidders can contact the undersigned for any guidance for getting DSC or any other relevant details in respect of e-tendering process. 

ix. Original Registration certificate of GST No. shall be uploaded on line.
10. The guidelines for submission of bid online can be  downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in

11. No construction material shall be supplied by Police Construction Division, PHQ .However, the brands of the material will be approved by Engineer Incharge of 

the concerned site in consultation with Executive Engineer, PCD PHQ J&K.      

No:-e-NIT/EE-PCD/PHQ/2021-22/4448-54  Sd/-

Dated:  16-09-2021.  Executive Engineer

DIP No:DIPK-8834/21 PCD (PHQ) J&K Srinagar.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL

email:mechanicalskims@gmail.com

Short term notice inviting E-tenders
Gist of  NIT NO. 33 OF 2021-22  Dated.14.09.2021

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites 
online e-bids in two (02) cover system from  OEM or his authorized representative/ Authorized Dealers or Registered/reputed/
experienced Firms having expertise as detailed in the tender document  for the following works: -

S.No Name of the Work
Estimated Cost
(in Rs.)

1.
 Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of VRF/VRV system/air conditioning units to the newly 
extended portion of ICU, Labs and offices of SKIMS, MCH, Bemina 20.00

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in.Interested bidders/tenderers may view, download 
the e-bid document, seek clarifications and submit their  bids online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender 
Document  contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities, &Terms and conditions of the contract and 
other relevant details.

I. Date and time of downloading/Sale of tender documents (Starting Date) 18-09-2021 at  11:00 Hour
II. Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-bid meet 21-09-2021 from 10.30hours to 14:00Hours
III. Last date & Time of  Bid Uploading. 27-09-2021 upto 16:00 Hours
IV. Date of submission of hard copies.( Original EMD / FDR & DD only) in the 

office of Executive Engineer, Mechanical,  SKIMS
29-09-2021 upto 14:00 Hours

V. Date & Time of Commercial/technical Bid (Cover-I) opening 30-09-2021 at 11:00 Hours (or next convenient day)
VI. Date & Time of Financial Bid(Cover-IInd) Opening Shall be intimated separately  
VII. Cost of e-bid Document Rs.1000/=(Rupees one thousand only)
VIII. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit(CDR/FDR) Rs.40000/=(Rupees forty thousand only)
IX. Completion Time 30 days  
X. Budget Head CAPEX Budget for the year 2021-22   

No:-SIMS 139 EX/MECH/ 568 /2021-1408-19 Sd/-
Dated:- 14 /09/2021 Executive Engineer 

DIP No:DIPK-NB-3577/21  Mechanical, SKIMS 

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

BRANCH OFFICE DOORU

PUBLIC NOTICE
The candidate whose photograph is published in the daily 
news paper is claiming to have lost his original marks card 
of class 12th issued by board of school education with the 
following particulars.

NAME:- SUHAIB FAROOQ  AHANGER 

PARANTAGE:- FAROOQ AHMAD AHANGER 

MOTHERS NAME :- FAHMEEDA BANOO

R/O:- HALSIDAR 

ROLL NO :- 31185218

SESSION A/R 2020 YEAR 2020

Now the candidate has applied for its duplicate Anybody 
(if) having any objection may file the same before the office 
of the undersigned within seven days (07) from the date of 
publication of this notice. Besides, the original marks card 
of the candidates is treated as cancelled. 
 Sd/=

Officer Incharge 
Branch Office Doru

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA, SRINAGAR.

ATTENTION PLEASE.
The candidate whose photograph is above reports that he /she 

has lost his/ her qualification certificate/s having the following 
description:-

ROLL NO 104203

CLASS 10TH

YEAR & SESSION OCT NOV 1996

REGISTRATION NO A-95-00371-1006

NAME GH NABI KHANDI

FATHERS NAME MOHD ABDULLAH KHANDI

MOTHERS NAME TAJA BANOO

DATE OF BIRTH 03-03-1981

Now the candidate has ,applied for issuance of DUPLICATE 
QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE/S. Before the case will be processed 
under rules, if somebody have any kind of objection in this regard he/
she shall approach the office of the undersigned within 07 days from 
the date of publishing of this notice after expiring date no objection 
shall be entertained.
(Besides, the losted “ QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE”, bearing Serial 
No /s 650087 is /are be treated as “ CANCELLED”).

No:- F(Certs-I-DQC)B/KD/20  Sd/= Assistant Secretary

Dated:- 17-09-2021  Certificates,KD

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is inform general 
public that I have 
applied for pesticides 
license. In this regard 
any person having any 
objection He/She may 
contact office of the 
PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar 
within seven days from 
the date of publication 
of this notice. No 
objection shall be 
entertained after that.

Name: Danishta Hassan

S/O: Gh Hassan Parrey

R/O: Kamad

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly 

mentioned in school records 

as Syed Masoma Rizvi   D/o 

Syed Hussain Shah while my 

correct name is Syeda Masooma 

D/o Syed Hussain Shah R/o 

Chittergul Shangus Anantnag 

which need immediate 

correction. If anybody having any 

objection in this regard He/She 

may file his /Her objection in the 
office of the Syed Mohammad 
Jaffar Mem.Edu.Inst.Chittergul 

(SMJM) Within a period of seven 

days from the date of publication 

of this notice. After that no 

objection shall be entertained. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly 

mentioned in school records 

as Syed Sakeena Rezvi   D/o 

Syed Hassan Rezvi while my 

correct name is Syeda Sakeena  

D/o Syed Hussain Shah R/o 

Chittergul Shangus Anantnag 

which need immediate 

correction. If anybody having 

any objection in this regard He/

She may file his /Her objection 
in the office of the Syed 
Mohammad Jaffar Mem.Edu.

Inst.Chittergul (SMJM) Within 

a period of seven days from 

the date of publication of this 

notice. After that no objection 

shall be entertained. 

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE)

Tele/Fax: 0194-24 3 3590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 
website: http://www.jkbopee.gov.in/www.jakfaopee.org, email: helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com/

coejakbopee@gmail.com

Subject: Provisional Select List of candidates for admission to 10th based Paramedical 

(FMPHW/MMPHW) courses-2021 after Mop-up round of physical Counselling.

Reference:	 Notification	No.074-BOPEE	of	2021	dated	09-08-2021.
Notification No: 090-BOPEE of 2021 

DATED: 16-09-2021.

Pursuant to Notification No. 074-BOPEE of 2021 dated 09-08-2021, the Board conducted Mop-up round of up-gradation/ allotment 
(physical) counselling of eligible candidates for 10th based Paramedical (FMPHW/MMPHW) courses-2021 on 15-09-2021 simultaneously 
at BOPEE Office, Srinagar/ Jammu. The candidates who participated in the said counselling and have been allotted the seats as per their 
merit-cum preference are hereby provisionally selected for admission to 10th based Paramedical (FMPHW/MMPHW) courses-2021 in 
Govt. / Pvt. Institutions of at UT of J&K / Ladakh. The provisional selection list is annexed as Annexures "A" to this notification which is 
available on website of the Board (www.jkbopee.gov.in ) only. The candidates are advised to report to their respective allotted Colleges/ 
Institutions w.e.f. 16-09-2021	to	27-09-2021	upto	03.00	PM	along with following documents/ certificates:-
1. Marks Card of 10th class.

2.	 Date	of	birth	Certificate	of	10th	Class.
3.	 Domicile	Certificate
4.	 Category	Certificate,	if	any
5.	 Medical	fitness	certificate,
6.	 Any	other	certificates/	documents	required	by	the	College	Authorities.
The candidates are advised to report to the allotted Colleges/Institutions upto 27th	September-2021	positively.
It shall be sole responsibility of the colleges / Institutions concerned to ensure proper check and verification of documents/ eligibility as 
per Indian Nursing Council (INC) guidelines before the candidate is allowed for admission and in case of any discrepancy in the requisite 
documents the same shall be reported to the Board for further course of action under rules.
In order to complete admission process within the prescribed cut-off date (27-09-2021)	 the Colleges/ Institutions shall keep their 
admission counters open even on holidays/ off days and designate Nodal Officers to facilitate the candidates to complete their admission 
process well in time. However, the candidates should in their own interest avoid waiting for the last day to complete admission formalities 
since delay has the potential of causing hardships to the candidates only.
Further, due to non-availability of eligible reserved category candidates in the following Institutions against below mentioned categories, 
the Board, as provided under Proviso to Selection 9(2) of J&K Reservation Act, 2004, converted these seats into Open Merit and filled up 
the same from amongst the available eligible OM category candidates.

INSTITUTION	(CLOSED) DISCIPLINE CAT. 

(46%)
SC 

(8%)
ST 

(10%)
OSC	
(4%)

ALC/IB	
(4%)

RBA		
(10%)

CDP 

(3%)
SP 

(2%)
JKPM 

(1%)
PSP  

(4%)	 PWD

(JAMMU	&	KASHMIR)	TOTAL	(GOVT.) 285 54 70 26 27 40 24 16 7 21 1

The Heads of the Colleges/ Institutions are advised to furnish the shortfall, if any, to the Board through e-mail helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.
com / jakbopee@gmail.com / coejakbopee@gmail.com on 27thof September-2021 (upto 05.00 PM). Note:
1. The Heads of Colleges are advised to release the documents and fee to the candidates who have been upgraded during this round of 

counseling without wasting their time to enable them to report to the upgraded college by or before 27-09-2021.
2. The admission of the candidates is purely provisional and shall be cancelled in case any information furnished by any candidate 

proves to be false/ fabricated, and action as warranted under law shall be initiated against such candidate(s).
3. The other terms and conditions shall remain the same as notified in e-Information Brochure/ Notifications/ Notices issued by the 

Board from time to time on the subject.
E & OE

No. BOPEE/Exam-11/2021 (Dr. Sunil Gupta) 
Dated: 16-09-2021  Controller of Examinations J&K BOPEE
DIPK-NB-3584/21

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE)
Tele/Fax: 019+-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar):  019I-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) 

website: http://www.jkbopee.gov.in / www.jakbopee.org, 
email: helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com/ coejakbopee@gmail.com

Subject: Conduct of 2nd Round of upgradation / Allotment of seats for admission to 12th 

based GNM (Lateral Entry) Paramedical Courses-2021. 

References:	 (i)			Notification	No.	075-BOPEE	of	2021	dated	12-08-2021	
	 (ii)			Notification	No.	077-BOPEE	of	2021	dated	19-08-2021

NOTIFICATION NO. 092-BOPEE OF 2021 

DATED 17-09-2021
Consequent upon receipt of shortfall in respect of Notification No. 077-BOPEE of 2021 dated 19-08-2021 from various Colleges / 
Institutions and the seats, which have remained unfilled after conclusion of first round of counselling held from 17-08-2021 and 18-08-
2021, it is hereby notified that the Board has decided to conduct second round of counselling (Physical) for up gradation/ allotment of 
seats to the eligible candidates for admission to GNM (Lateral Entry) 2021 on 18-09-2021 as per the following schedule:-

Date of Counselling Rank

25-09-2021	(Saturday) 01	to	692
The candidates are advised to report at BOPEE office Srinagar/Jammu on 25-09-2021 at 8:30 am to 10:30 am for registration and 
subsequent counselling.
Note 1: The following shall be eligible to participate in this round of counselling
a) The candidates, who have been allotted a seat in first round of counselling and have joined the allotted School/ Institution.
b) The candidates, who could not participate in the first round of counselling for one or the other reason.
c) The candidates, who have opted CNA/ SNA during first round of counselling.
Note 2: The following shall not be eligible to participate in this round of counselling
The  candidates,  who  have  been   allotted  seat(s)   in  the  first  round   of counselling but failed to join the same within the prescribed 
time limit fixed by the Board.
Note 3:The candidates who have joined the allotted Schools/ Institutions shall have to bring a copy of fee receipt 

deposited at their respective College/ School/Institution at the time of their Physical Counselling on that day for 

upgradation counselling.

The other terms and conditions shall remain the same as notified in the e-Information Brochure/ Notifications/ Notices issued by the 
Board from time to time on the subject.

E&OE
No. BOPEE/Exam-10/2021   (Dr. Sunil Gupta) 
Dated: 17-09-2021 Controller of Examinations 
DIPK-NB-3595/21 J&K BOPEE
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New Zealand Abandon 
Pakistan Tour Citing 
Security Threat 
PCB says, move unilateral

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

RAWALPINDI: The New Zea-
land cricket team on Friday 
abandoned its ongoing tour of 
Pakistan just before the start 
of the first ODI here, citing a 
security threat which the host 
board insisted did not exist 
while declaring the pullout a 
unilateral move.

This was New Zealand's first 
tour of Pakistan in 18 years 
and the series comprised three 
ODIs and five T20 Internation-
als. Spectators were also to be 
allowed at 25 per cent of the 
stadium capacity keeping in 
mind the COVID-19 factor.

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
chief Ramiz Raja said New Zea-

land will have to answer for the 
pullout at the ICC.

"Crazy day it has been! Feel 
so sorry for the fans and our 
players. Walking out of the tour 
by taking a unilateral approach 
on a security threat is very frus-
trating. Especially when it's not 
shared!! Which world is NZ liv-
ing in??NZ will hear us at ICC," 
he tweeted.

Trouble began when the first 
ODI of the white-ball series 
could not begin on time at the 
Rawalpindi stadium on Friday 
with both teams remaining in 
their hotel rooms.

New Zealand Cricket chief 
executive David White eventu-
ally issued a statement to say 
that it was simply not possible 

to continue with the tour given 
the advice he was receiving 
from his government. The Black 
Caps have been here since Sep-
tember 11.

"I understand this will be 
a blow for the PCB, who have 
been wonderful hosts, but 
player safety is paramount and 
we believe this is the only re-
sponsible option," he stated.

The Pakistan Cricket Board, 
on its part, said that New Zea-
land had acted unilaterally by 
deciding to postpone the series.

The pullout is a major set-
back for Raja, who took over as 
PCB chief just a few days ago 
and promised to do his best 
to make international cricket 
regular in Pakistan.

4 Matches Played In DFA 
Srinagar League Tournament 2021

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Four matches were 
played on Friday in the ongoing 
DFA Srinagar Annual Football 
League 2021 here.

Two match of the Super Divi-
sion League were played at the 
Synthetic Turf, TRC.

In the first match IFC Kash-
mir defeated Fort View FC by 3 
goals to 1.

IFC Kashmir player Nadeem 
opened the scoring in 12th 
minute of the match. IFC’s 
Umar Farooq then doubled his 
team’s lead in the 34th min-
ute of the first half. Fort View 

FC came out stronger in the 
second half of the match and 
succeeded to pull a goal back in 
43rd minute. 

However, IFC Kashmir put 
the tie to bed by scoring their 
third goal in 69th minute via 
Umar Farooq.

In the second Super Division 
League match of the day, To-
wheed FC went head to head 
with Jehlum FC.

Jehlum FC scored the only 
goal of the match in 32nd 
minute through Rizwan. Even 
though both teams created 
several scoring opportunities, 
the match ended 1-0 in favour 

of Jehlum FC.
Over in the ‘A’ Division 

League being played at Gind-
un Ground, Rajbagh, two first 
round matches were played.

In the first match between 
Manzoor Towheed FC and 
Alamdar FC, Alamdar FC won 
by a solitary goal. While in 
the second ‘A’ Division match, 
Tengpora FC defeated Pandra-
than FC by 2 goals to nil.

The DFA Srinagar Annual 
League Tournament 2021 is or-
ganised by Jammu & Kashmir 
Football Association (JKFA) in 
collaboration with J&K Sports 
Council.

Srinagar Open Tennis 
Championship 2021 
Enters Finals Stage

Panchayat, Inter-Zone 
District Level Competitions 
Soon: DYSS

Extremely Disappointed 
With NZ Pullout: Pak 
Captain Babar Azam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

RAWLAPINDI: Pakistan cricket 
captain Babar Azam said he was 
extremely disappointed, while 
former pacer Shoaib Akhtar ac-
cused New Zealand of killing 
the game in his country after 
the Black Caps abandoned their 
ongoing tour without a ball be-
ing bowled due to a "security 
threat".

This was New Zealand's first 
tour of Pakistan in 18 years and 
the series comprised three ODIs 
and five T20 Internationals with 
spectators being allowed at 25 
per cent of the stadium capacity 
keeping in mind the COVID-19 
threat.

"Extremely disappointed on 
the abrupt postponement of 
the series, which could have 
brought the smiles back for mil-
lions of Pakistan Cricket Fans. 
I've full trust in the capabili-
ties and credibility of our secu-
rity agencies. They are our pride 
and always will be! Pakistan 
Zindabad," Babar tweeted.

Former Pakistan fast bowler 
Shoaib Akhtar was more point-
ed in his attack on New Zealand 
cricket establishment where 
he provided five bullet points 
to counter the visitors' alleged 
threat perception claims.

"NZ just killed Pakistan crick-
et," he fumed.

Akhtar said New Zealand 
should have remembered that 
"nine Pakistanis were killed in 
the Christchurch attack."

"Pakistan stood strong with 
New Zealand. Pakistan toured 
New Zealand in the worst of Co-
vid circumstances regardless of 
the crude treatment by NZ au-
thorities on that tour."

Running a two-tweet thread, 
Akhar further wrote, "This 
was just an unverified threat, 
it could have been discussed. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan per-
sonally spoke to his NZ counter-
part and assured but it was still 
refused.

"Pakistan has safely hosted 
South Africa, Bangladesh, West In-
dies, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe & PSL."

Another senior player Mo-
hammed Hafeez termed it a 
"sad news for the whole nation."

Former West Indies captain 

Darren Sammy, who has played 
in the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL), said that he never found 
the country to be unsafe.

"Disappointed waking up to 
the news of the cancellation of 
the Pakistan Vs New Zealand 
series because of security is-
sues.

"Over the last six years play-
ing and visiting Pakistan has 
been one of the most enjoyable 
experiences. I've always felt 
safe. this is a massive blow to 
Pakistan," Sammy tweeted.

Former overseas PSL players 
like Grant Elliott and current 
West Indies T20 free-lancer 
Sherfane Rutherford also ex-
pressed their sadness at the 
cancellation of the series.

International teams have 
avoided touring Pakistan ever 
since the 2009 terror attack 
on the Sri Lankan cricket team, 
while it was on its way to the 
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore for a 
Test match.

Six members of the Sri Lank-
an team were injured and six 
Pakistani policemen and two 
civilians were killed in that at-
tack. Pakistan has been mostly 
playing its home series in the 
UAE as teams as a result.

The country is due to host 
England and West Indies later 
this year, while Australia are 
scheduled to be here early next 
year.

In a statement issued in Lon-
don, the England Wales Cricket 
Board said it is monitoring the 
situation and will later take a 
call on whether to go ahead 
with upcoming the two T20 
Internationals on October 13 
and 14. The matches are to be 
played in Rawalpindi.

"The ECB Board will then de-
cide in the next 24-48 hours 
whether our planned tour 
should proceed," the ECB was 
quoted as saying by Sky Sports 
in London.

The West Indies tour of Paki-
stan is scheduled in December 
and will feature three ODIs and 
as many T20 Internationals.

The Australians are due here 
in February-March next year to 
play two Tests, three ODIs and 
an equal number of T20 Inter-
nationals.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Moazzam Rashid, 
Haider Hussain, Inayat Jehan-
gir and Asif Nowsheri on Friday 
qualified for the semifinals of 
the ongoing Srinagar Open Ten-
nis Championship 2021 being 
held at the Gindun Sports Com-
plex, Rajbagh here.

Three of the semifinalists won 
their matches in straight sets, 
with Moazzam (vs Rouf Mir),  
Asif (vs Tahafuz Illahi) and Inay-
at (vs Jamil Mir) defeating their 
opponents by identical score-
line of 6-0, 6-2. Meanwhile, 
Haider beat Mudasir 6-3, 6-1.

The singles semifinals will 
be played on Saturday at 3:30 
PM. The final of the tourna-

ment is scheduled to be played 
on Sunday. 

The Doubles event of the 
Championship has also reached 
its semifinal stage, and will 
see the teams of Moazzam and 
Haider take on Jamil and Taha-
fuz in the first semifinal, while 
Tufail Bhat and Inayat will take 
on Danish and Wahab in the 
second. The final will be played 
on Sunday, as well. 

The Srinagar Open Tennis 
Championship 2021 is being or-
ganised by District Lawn Tennis 
Association, Srinagar. 

Sixty round-robin matches 
were played in both singles and 
doubles events with two top 
teams or players qualifying for 
the knock out stages.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Department 
of Youth Services and Sports 
(DYSS) is all set to kick start 
sports activities in dozens of 
games at Panchayat, Inter-Zone 
District Level.

Both girls and boys will take 
part in good numbers in the 
sports competitions to be played 
in all 20 districts of the Union 
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

Director DYSS, Gazanfar Ali 
has asked his subordinate of-
ficers and officials in the De-
partment to ensure that the 
Inter-Zone District Level Com-
petitions is successful. 

“He in his message to the field 
staff of the Department stressed 
upon following all the COVID-19 
related SOPs during the conduct 

of these competitions,” a DYSS 
statement said.

Pertinent to mention that DYSS 
has made plans to involve non-
students in sporting activities. 

“The Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports is the primary 
department for tapping and en-
couraging sports talent in the 
school children. However while 
sensing the importance of games 
and sports for non-students as 
well, the GOI and J&K’s UT ad-
ministration has taken up many 
initiatives in this direction. Par-
ticipation of non school going 
children and uneducated youth is 
prioritised at every panchayat of 
the J&K UT,” the Director said.

He also said that the move comes 
upon the guidelines received from 
the Principal Secretary To Govern-
ment, DYSS J&K, Alok Kumar. Rohit Backed To Replace 

Kohli As India’s T20 captain2022 BEIJING WINTER GAMES

Pep Guardiola Defends Plea For 'More Fans' At Manchester City Home Games
AGENCIES

MANCHESTER: For Pep Guar-
diola, it was a rallying cry 
ahead of what he expects to be 
a tough game.

For some Manchester City 
supporters, it was an ill-timed 
comment that questioned the 
loyalty of the club’s fan base.

A clash has broken out be-
tween City’s esteemed man-
ager and a section of the team’s 
followers after Guardiola’s plea 
for “more people” to attend 
City’s Premier League home 
match against Southampton 
on Saturday — three days af-
ter a hard-fought 6-3 win 
over Leipzig in the Champions 

League at Etihad Stadium.
The attendance against 

Leipzig was 38,062. The Eti-
had’s capacity is about 55,000.

One of the people unhappy 
with Guardiola’s remarks was 
Kevin Parker, general secretary 
of City’s official supporters’ 
club, who accused the Spaniard 
of failing to understand the 
difficulties of attending games 
on a midweek evening and 
playing into the hands of op-
position teams’ fans who often 
taunt City for not having capac-
ity crowds at some matches.

“He’s absolutely the best 
coach in the world but, in the 
nicest possible way, I think may-
be he should stick to that,” said 

Parker, who described Guar-
diola’s comments were “disap-
pointing and uncalled for.”

Guardiola responded to 
Parker on Friday in a news 
conference ahead of the South-
ampton game, saying he would 
“definitely not” be apologiz-
ing for his comments and that 
there had been a “misunder-
standing.”

“Don’t misunderstand or put 
words in my mouth that I didn’t 
say,” Guardiola said. “That’s 
what I don’t like. I never will be 
a problem for my fans. If I am a 
problem for my fans, I will step 
aside. Not a problem for me.”

Guardiola said he had seen 
his players look “exhausted” in 

the locker room after the end-
to-end game against Leipzig 
and quickly realized they would 

need fans to get behind them 
against Southampton, given the 
quick turnaround of the games 
and Southampton’s pressing 
game and energetic style.

“When you play in the Cham-
pion League, it’s so demanding 
on your physicality, and men-
tally, when they (Southamp-
ton) have a long week to pre-
pare the game,” Guardiola said. 
“So that’s why we need to be all 
together — the players, the sup-
porters, everyone, to help us to 
do our best. I know exactly our 
fans will be there tomorrow 
to support, and hopefully Mr. 
Parker can come to watch us.

“Mr. Parker,” Guardiola added, 
should “review his comments.”

City has struggled to fill the 
Etihad for some home games 
in the Champions League, es-
pecially in the first one of each 
season’s group stage. It has led 
to some rivals fans using the 
nickname “the Emptyhad.”

There are some reasons 
given for the lower European 
attendances — some fans’ dis-
affection with the tournament 
organizer, UEFA, for what they 
perceive as unfair sanctions 
handed to, or affecting, City in 
the Champions League; City 
being involved in games in so 
many competitions that fans 
pick and choose matches; the 
pandemic affecting fans’ fi-
nances; a digital ticketing sys-

tem that doesn’t allow fans to 
transfer tickets to others if they 
can’t attend a midweek game.

The fan bases of City’s main 
rivals in English soccer, includ-
ing Manchester United and Liv-
erpool, are far bigger globally.

“We are who we are. We are 
proud of who we are,” Guar-
diola said. “I know the history, 
I learned about the history of 
this club when it was in the 
lower division, and what it 
means to travel and follow the 
team. I respect it a lot.”

City has had near-capacity 
crowds for its first two home 
matches of the Premier League 
season — 5-0 wins over Nor-
wich and Arsenal.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Opener Rohit 
Sharma has demonstrated his 
leadership qualities in the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) and 
is an obvious choice to succeed 
Virat Kohli as India’s Twenty20 
captain, according to several 
former players.

Kohli, who has led India 
across formats, has decided to 
relinquish Twenty20 captaincy 
after the 20-overs World Cup 
scheduled in the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman from Oct. 
17. Kohli has a 27-14 win-loss 
ratio as India’s Twenty20 cap-
tain, while his Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore team continue to 
chase their maiden IPL title.

While the Indian cricket 
board is not in any hurry to 
name a successor now, Rohit, 
IPL’s most successful captain, is 
likely to be elevated as India’s 
Twenty20 skipper.

For former India captain Dilip 
Vengsarkar, it is a no-brainer. 
“Rohit deserves to be India’s 
next T20 captain because he 
has done well whenever he’s 
been given an opportunity to 
lead India,” Vengsarkar told a 

newspaper on Friday.
“In 2018, India won the Asia 

Cup under his captaincy. Beside 
that, he’s been an exceptional 
captain for the Mumbai Indians, 
having led them to five IPL titles.”

Former player Sandeep Patil 
also backed IPL’s most success-
ful captain for the job.

“Rohit has proved his mettle,” 
Patil, part of India’s 1983 World 
Cup winning squad, told the 
same newspaper.

Kohli cited his “immense” 
workload as the reason behind his 
decision but Indian cricket board 
president Sourav Ganguly said 
the decision was made “keeping 
in mind the future roadmap.”

Former captain Sunil Gavas-
kar said while Rohit was the 
best man to lead in 20-overs 
cricket, India should groom KL 
Rahul, who leads Kings XI Pun-
jab in IPL, as a future white-ball 
captain.

IOC Urges Olympic Teams 
To Ask For Chinese Vaccines

AGENCIES

LAUSANNE: Olympic teams 
were urged on Friday by the IOC 
to request more Chinese vac-
cines ahead of the 2022 Beijing 
Winter Games, which will be 
held in the country where the 
coronavirus outbreak started.

The IOC first announced a 
vaccine roll-out program with 
Chinese authorities for ath-
letes and officials in March. 
Chinese vaccines were bought 
by the IOC and also made 
available for delegations head-
ing to the Tokyo Olympics 
from countries which had ap-
proved them for use.

About 100 countries are likely 
to compete at the Beijing Olym-
pics, which open February 4. 
There were 205 national teams 
in Tokyo. Vaccination is encour-
aged but not mandatory.

“I would like to encourage 
those National Olympic Com-
mittees who require additional 
vaccine doses … to inform our 

NOC relations department as 
soon as possible so that we can 
put the necessary arrangements 
in place,” IOC president Thomas 
Bach said Friday in a letter to 
Olympic teams.

Health officials in China said 
this week that more than 1 bil-
lion people, or 72% of the coun-
try’s 1.4 billion citizens, have 
been fully vaccinated.

Still, the Beijing Games are 
expected to be organised within 
the same health security lim-
its that applied for the Tokyo 
Olympics and Paralympics.

Bach noted the “excellent co-
operation that we are enjoying 
with our Chinese partners and 
friends, as well as the relevant 
Chinese health authorities”.      

Though Bach’s letter referred 
to “the athletes of these Olym-
pic Games that will send this 
message of the unifying power 
of sport to the world”, it did not 
acknowledge global concerns 
about human rights issues in 
China.


