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WORLD NEWLY CONSTITUTED POLLUTION 3 state

CONTROL COMMITTEE HAS NO
EBRAHIM RAEISI BECOMES MEMBER FROM KASHMIR SSM COLLEGE ADMIN REGRETS DEMOLITION
IRAN’S 8TH PRESIDENT OF PROPERTY IN COLLEGE PREMISES

In April this year, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) notified the formation
of the Jammu & Kashmir Pollution Control
Committee (PCC) under the section 4 clause

Authorities of SSM College in Parihaspora Pattan
Tuesday protested against the demolition of the
college property by the district administration.

Iran’s supreme leader officially endorsed his hard-line
protege as the nation’s next president on Tuesday, just
two days ahead of the inauguration of Ebrahim Raisi...
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‘Marvelous’ Elsewhere, Why Onlme Leammg [s ‘Monotonous’ In Kashmir?

Jyotsna Bharti

On August 3, 2019, Farhana
Hakeem—then  9thstandard
student from Srinagar’s Hawal
locality—realized amid ru-
mours that her classroom out-
ing would be soon cut short.
She brusquely prepared small
learning engagement for her
forthcoming home  con-
finement. But her ‘plagued’
screen-learning overwrote her
entire schedule during con-
secutive lockdowns.

the high-speed internet was
restored, we were engaged
in the syllabus-completion
race. The monotonous classes
hardly kept the curiosity alive
and drained us so much that
most of my classmates hardly
feel motivated for other online
learning opportunities.”

But while Farhana and
swarms of students in the
valley are making an “uneasy
peace” with the “dull and de-
manding” online classes, their
counterparts elsewhere are

“Initially, the 2G-powered

online classes were utter nui-

sance,” Farhana, now Class
11 student, says. “And once

_“ (1W|do te' -

May your choices
reflect your hopes, not
your fears.
—Nelson Mandela
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99.04 % Students Pass
CBSE Class 10 Exams

NEW DELHI: Girls outshone boys
by a slender margin of 0.35 per
cent while 99.04 per cent students
passed the class 10 exams, the
results which were declared by the
CBSE on Tuesday.

According to the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) data,
57,824 students have scored above
95 per cent marks, while 2,00,962
candidates have scored between 90
and 95 per cent. ® More On P10

J&K Logs 140 Cases,
3 More Deaths

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
recorded 140 fresh COVID-19 cases
on Tuesday, taking the number of
infected people to 321865, while
three fatalities due to the disease in
thelast 24 hours pushed the toll to
4,384, officials said.

Out of the fresh cases, 70 were from
the Jammu division and an equal
number from the Kashmir division of
the Union Territory, the officials said.
They said Srinagar district recorded
the highest number of 21 cases fol-
lowed by 19in ® More On P10

2041 KMs of
LoC Fenced: MHA

SRINAGAR: The Ministry of Home
Affairs Tuesday informed the Lok
Sabha that a total of 2041 kilome-
tres of LoC and International Border
has been covered with the fence.
The Minister of State in the Ministry
of Home Affairs Nisith Pramanik was
responding to the queries raised in
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday including
the total stretchin kilometres on
the borders where fencing is to be
erected with ® More On P10

16 PSA Detainees
Shifted To Haryana Jails

SRINAGAR: At least sixteen Public
safety Act (PSA) detainees from
Kashmir Valley were shifted to
Haryana Jails on Tuesday, official
sources said.

Official sources told a local news
agency KDC that sixteen detainees
have been shifted outside Kashmir
on Tuesday by the government of
Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory
by an orderno @ More On P10

BJP Leader Dies
Of Heart Attack

SRINAGAR: A senior leader of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) died
due to heart attack at his homein
north Kashmir’s Baramulla district
on Tuesday. An official said that BJP
leader DK Nehru fell unconscious at
his home in Rafiabad area last night
following which he was rushed to
anearby hospital. He said that he
was referred to Srinagar hospital for
advanced treatment, ® More On P10

(Tamil Nadu)

literally thriving on e-learning.

Goutham Ramesh, Coonoor,

As the online learning be-
came a norm, I enrolled my-
self in a course with about 24

i

video lectures. The average
time per lecture was 16 min-
utes. Most lectures had study

Cop, Civilian Injured In
Khanyar Militant Attack

S 2
™ i

Policemeninaction after a mllltant strike left a cop and a civilian |n|ured inKhanyar area on Tuesday KO Photo Abid Bhat

Izhar Nazir Ali

SRINAGAR: A policeman and
a civilian were injured on
Tuesday in a militant attack in
Khanyar area of the city; just
a day after police released the
list of ten wanted militants
active in Jammu and Kashmir.

Around 6:15 pm, uniden-
tified militants appeared in
the Shiraz Chowk and opened
indiscriminate fire upon two
vehicles of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) and police

stationed at the busy crossing,
eyewitnesses told Kashmir
Observer.

Reporters said that the bul-
let marks were visible on the
shop fronts and walls around
the spot where the joint team
of police and CRPF were stand-
ing. A scooter parked along the
road was also hit by a bullet.

In the surprise militant at-
tack, the first such in the city
in a long time, a policeman
and a civilian were injured.
They have been identified

as Constable Abdul Waheed,
posted at Police Station
Khanyar, and Ishtiyaq Ahmad
Bazaz of Nowshehra.

“Two vehicles carrying CRPF
men and police were stationed
in the Chowk. All of sudden
gunshots rattled the area. |
heard some 15-20 rounds of
fire before taking cover inside
my shop,” a shopkeeper, who
wished not to be named, said.

The sudden attack, as per
the witnesses, led to the diver-
sion of traffic @ More On P10

materials and assignment
worksheets as PDF. Once en-
rolled, we've lifetime access.
You've to take the classes on
Udemy. [ received a certificate
after completing my course.

I enrolled for another course
on voice training which I will
be starting soon. [ also attend-
ed college lectures for a few
days. I found that to be more
effective than regular classes.
I'm a fan of online education.
It's a marvelous learning en-
gagement. I find more value
in it because it gives me more
democracy. In terms of choos-
ing my pace, my comfort set-
ting and the repetition helps

Army Chopper
Crashes
In Kathua

Press Trust Of India

KATHUA: An Army helicopter
crashed into the Ranjit Sagar Dam
lake in Jammu and Kashmir's
Kathua on Tuesday, prompting
the authorities to launch a
massive search operation to
trace the missing, an official said.

The dam is located about 30
km from Pathankot in Punjab
and the incident took place
around 10.30 pm.

Kathua Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) R C Kotwal told
reporters that the forces and
boats were mobilised for the
search operation, after which
some pieces of chopper were
found, confirming it to be an
Army helicopter.

"We cannot say how many peo-
ple were in the chopper and what
happened to them," the SSP said.

Specialised forces and Army
divers are @ More On P10

Pakistani
Militant Killed
In Bandipora

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) militant hailing from Pakistan was killed
in an encounter with govt forces in Bandipora district of north
Kashmir on Tuesday, police said. Govt forces launched a cordon
and search operation in Chandaji area of Bandipora in north Kashmir
after inputs were received about the presence of ® More On P10

6 CFVs Along
LoC, IB Since
Feb Truce: Govt

NEW DELHI: Only six incidents
of ceasefire violations have been
reported ever since India and
Pakistan agreed in February
to observe all pacts related to
cross-border firings along the
Line of Control (LoC) and the
International Border in Jammu
and Kashmir, Lok Sabha was
informed on Tuesday.

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai said as
many as 5,133 incidents of
ceasefire violations were report-
ed in 2020; 3,479 in 2019; and
2,140 in 2018.

In written reply to a question,
Rai said @ More On P10

MMU Concerned At Rising

Suicide Cases In Valley
Grand Mufti Seeks Mirwaiz's Release

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Muttahida
Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), an
amalgam of several religious
bodies, on Tuesday demand-
ed the release of Hurriyat
Conference chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and
other people in detention

since August 2019 when the
Centre revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's special status.
The MMU also said it will
launch a sustained cam-
paign against incidents of
suicide, dowry and drugs
abuse prevalent in society.
Addressing a press con-
ference after ® More On P10

MPs Panel To Visit J&K,
Ladakh From Aug 17

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A parliamentary
panel chaired by Congress lead-
er Anand Sharma will be on a
five-day visit to the Union terri-
tories of Ladakh and Jammu and
Kashmir starting August 17 to
examine the administration and
development of the region and
review the working conditions
of central police forces, sources
said on Tuesday.

The visit by the MPs comes
nearly two months after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
top leaders of Jammu and
Kashmir on June 24. It was the
first high-level interaction be-
tween the Centre and political
leaders from J-K after August 5,

2019, when the Centre revoked
the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and bifurcated it into
two union territories.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs will
visit Leh, Srinagar and Jammu
from August 17-21, according to
the communication shared by
the Rajya Sabha Secretariat with
the committee members.

The agenda of the visit will
be to examine the subject
‘Administration, Development
and People’s Welfare in the
Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh’.

“The Committee will also
review the working conditions
of three Central Armed Police
Forces namely ® More On P10

working conditions of three Central Armed Police Forces

G THE COMMITTEE WILL ALSO REVIEW the

namely Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Border Security Force (BSF).”

me understand better.

For people who can inculcate
some discipline, online educa-
tion is a fortune. They'll make
the most out of it by going for
many online courses.

Minu Nair, Ernakulam
(Kerala)

Apart from studies, I real-
ized that this online learn-
ing process is an opportu-
nity to improve one’s profile.
Since I'm drawn into content

area I'm interested in: Digital
Marketing.

You've got to be updated
about every change on each
platform. It's an industry that’s
constantly evolving. 1 came
across LinkedIn Learning a
while ago and explored the
platform. There were so many
courses for so many areas of
interest. I decided I had to seize
the opportunity now thatI've all
the time in the world to update
my resume. | did a few digital
marketing courses like Social

writing,

[ decided to up-

Media
my profile—consider-  and

ing the whole job war going
on now—especially in the

Marketing: ~ Strategy
Optimisation,  Google

Search Ads or Google Online
Fundamentals. ® More On P10

KKashmir To Receive
Monsoon Showers
From Today

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: The weather
department on Tuesday
predicted two-day wet
spell in Jammu and Kashmir
from Wednesday leading to
landslides and mudslides
in the mountainous areas
besides water logging in
low-lying areas
across the Union
Territory.

“The predicted
spell of wide-
spread rainfall ac-
tivity with isolated
light showers to heavy & i
falls is very likely to
start tomorrow morn- &
ing and will continue
over Jammu and Kashmir till
August 5th evening,” Deputy
Director Meteorological de-
partment, Mukhtar Ahmed
told Kashmir Observer on

Tuesday.
“While Kashmir is ex-
pected to receive light

showers, the Jammu divi-
sion and its nearby areas
like Poonch, Rajouri, and
Reasi will witness heavy
rainfall for the next two

o~u

days,” he added.

However, Ahmed said
that the fresh rainfall will
not occur under the influ-
ence of any western or east-
ern disturbance but as nor-
mal monsoon showers.

“There are no adviso-
ries of flash-floods due to
the inclement weather.
However, people are re-
quested to stay vigilant

as the weather may

also trigger land-
slides in few dis-
tricts like Samba,
Reasi and Rajouri
‘ besides the ex-
# tremely sensitive
points around the
Srinagar Jammu high-
way,” Ahmed said.

“The weather may also
lead to landslides, mud-
slides and water logging in
low-lying areas,” he added.

Pertinently, the last wet
spell in Jammu and Kashmir
had wreaked havoc in
many districts, including
Kishtwar and Ganderbal
after cloudburst triggered
massive flash-floods lead-
ing to death of ® More On P10

ACB Exposes Fake Driving

License Racket, Case Filed
Raids Carried At Residence Of Officers, Agents

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The anti-corrup-
tion bureau (ACB) on Tuesday
uncovered a fake driving li-
cense racket and filed a case
against the ARTO officials in
south Kashmir's Anantnag
district for allegedly allowing
touts and agents to prepare
driving licences and other
documents in lieu of “bribe”.
According to a statement
issued by the anti-graft body,
a joint surprise check was
conducted by the ACB sleuths
to look into allegations that
many touts and agents were

operating in ARTO Office
Anantnag in league with the
officials for preparation of
registration and fitness cer-
tificates for heavy commer-
cial vehicles, issuing driving
licenses in lieu of bribe.

“During the surprise check
conducted on the driving trial
test day, the ACB said, it was
found that most of application
forms for issuance of driving
licenses were having pencil
written codes found to be ab-
breviations of names of some
touts and agents operating in
league with the board mem-
bers of ® More On P10

Oppn Leaders Join

Breakfast Meet
Chalk Out Strategy On Pegasus Issue

NEW DELHI: In a bid to
present a united face on

the Pegasus spyware issue,
leaders of several opposition
parties attended a breakfast
meeting hosted by former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi at the Constitution
Club on Tuesday.

Several opposition MPs
will cycle to Parliament af-
ter the meeting to highlight
the issue of fuel price hike.

Apart from around 100
MPs of the Congress, lead-
ers of several opposition
parties including Trinamool
Congress, ® More On P10
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Office of the Principal Office of the Principal /;'/ woUsela s
SIDRAH INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION ANANTNAG R T TN il ?"i’? et
-
REGD .NO:- 184-EDU OF 2017 RefNo-- Dated- /
SCHOOL CODE:- 01060302906 Avadp. u’ /“fkw tus
S.NO INAME QUALIFICA-OCCUPATION  |RESIDENCE DESIGNA- |AADHAR NO FEE STRUCTURE OF SESSION 2020-2021 o | &
TION TION CLASSES MONTHLY TUTION FEE o J”‘C /G% u’}bﬂ u'}[;
Nursery To UKG 1000 IS e ek s
01 Sho%ﬂngmmmmwman 889875576377 ISTTO5™ 1100 T o L
02  |Salma Bashir MA,BED  Unemployed |Khanabal Anantnag Principal (707161403829 6™TO 8™ 1500 o J u:‘L J Il SIS Q‘ZL v
03  |Nazia Shafi BALBED  Unemployed New QaziBagh Member 560091906974 9™TO10™ 1700 ¢ . L .
Anantnag RNA .,;,.;!;/,:J/:uﬂfbfgu;ﬂ
04 |Faisal Shafi Tramboo BTECH  Unemployed |KPRoad Anantnag |Member 606909474598 L JL&UIML; f L}‘?L Jt ,J/ < (S
05  |Abid HussainDugga  [Under Unemployed |Khanabal Anantnag Member 959883957092 N /‘;/ J >
Graduate sl _ﬂr’ =
06  Mohd Rafiq Ganie BEO!\lljla Unemployed |Babdar Fatehpora |[Member [940381012579 OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL d/ =4 & % - ol
_ nantnag TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM KASHMIR Uisle S Ut urk L
07 Kawseena Nabi BA Unemployed Wanihama Member 695547550642 NOTICE / ‘ . . / . / }19
RNA Whereas an application has been recieved from one. b l("‘:ﬁ u’tL 4lay s

Shri: Ghulam Mohammad Bhat

S/0: Ghulam Nabi Bhat

R/0: Sogam Chadoora Budgam owner of vehicle bearing
No: JK04E-7535 for cancellation of hire purchase agreementj

nga//u’//d/c-)'r/c«/txug“”/uwt,fuu/n(}r},ﬁ
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS (BOPEE) with M/S J&K Bank B/U Ranger..

, _ }l }4.um_4_u/( Kl G JUs L/ul,:‘:a./{»w_)
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general:
Tele/Fax: 0194-2433590, 2437647 (Srinagar): 0191-2479371, 2470102 (Jammu) public that objections if any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase f// P Wﬁﬁ” Lé:é///’//]/ Ur’////’ /d/ C}J WJ‘ Z:Z:

Website: www.jkbopee.gov.in E-mail: coejakbopee@gmail.com/helpdeskjakbopee@gmail.com Agreement shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Trans-
e g jakbopee@g pdesklakbopee@g port office ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of publication | |($.1/ fb},.J/ S e = (l.i G FE by e S 2

Uit S Usle Sl

THE J&K BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL

T dati llot " lling (Physical of this notice in the daily newspaper .
el - sl iy b g e No.ARTO/ BUDGAM.2066  Dated 03-08-2021 RN NS I SO I A S i L)ﬂi'uﬂ"’ L
i Assistant Regional Transport officer d/ J/' u( é | }( w
Reference: (i) Notification No. 069-BOPEE of 2021 dated 05.07.2021 MCB Budgam Kashmir « <~ OUs 1 236
(i) Notification No. 71-BOPEE of 2021 dated 17.07.2021
Notification No. 073 -BOPEE of 2021 Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Dated: 02-08-2021

Consequent upon receipt of shortfall in respect of Notification No. 71-BOPEE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CIVIL)
ot of et roand o courlbn vekd hom 1207208 1o 37 72085 Sher-i- Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura Srinagar.

hereby notified that the Board has decided to conduct second round of counselling Notice Inviting E- Tenders
(Physical) for up gradation/ allotment of seats to the eligible candidates for NITNO: SIMS/HEC/ET/20 of 2021-22 Dated: 31-07-2021.
admission to 10" based Para Medical courses(FMPHW/MMPHW) 2021 from 07-08- For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T Jammu & Kashmir, E - tenders are invited from class of contract “BEE & CEE” of contractors registered with PWD/CPWD/MES/RAILWAYS.
2021 to 09-08-2021 as per the following schedule:- S.No Name of work Adv. Cost Costof T/Docu-  |Farnest Money Class of contractor Time of completion
Date of Counselling Rank ment
07-08-2021 01 to 500 02. Site development of 100 bedded maternity |Rs.17,26,000/= Rs.1100/= Rs.34,680/= “BEE & CEE” 30 working days
08-08-2021 501 to 900 hospital at SKIMS.
09-08-2021 90T to 338 . Major Head of Account Capex 4210
2. Position of AA Revised AA submitted
The candidates are advised to report at BOPEE office Srinagar/lammu on their i i (work Approved vide Director SKIMS No 2561 Dated; 27-07-2021)
respective dates of counselling as per the above schedule at 8:30 am to 10:30 am for 3. Technical Sanction ccorded
- i S 14 Position of funds Committed
registration and subsequent counselling. 5, Downloading/uploading of bidding documents 06-08-2021 to 16-08-2021 upto 3 PM
6. Submission of hard copy end date 17-08-2021t018-08-2021 Upto 3PM
Note 1: The following shall be eligible to participate in this round of counselling A Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 120-08-202] at11.30 AM (in the office of Chief Engineer SKIMS)
a) The candidates, who have been allotted a seat in first round of counselling 8. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) 1-08-2021 at 11.30 AM (in the office of Chief Engineer SKIMS)

and have joined the allotted School/ Institution.

b) The candidates, who could not participate in the first round of counselling for Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

; 1. The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, and bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
one or the other reason. : y H
™ it ho bl ST ENRISNA during first gl ” downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.
¢} Thacardidates, who Ve aREsg N FEAIE NEL TOLAC QY SRR IRE. 2. Bids must be uploaded with scanned copy of cost/fee of tender document & earnest money (Bid Security) in the shape of DD & CDR/FDR respectively pledged to Director Finance,
SKIMS Soura Srinagar.
Note 2: The following shall not be eligible to participate in this round of counsellin 3. Qualification criteria for the work and other terms & conditions are contained in the bidding documents, available on skims website
The candidates, who have been allotted seat(s) in the first round of Sd/-
counselling but failed to join the same within the prescribed time limit fixed Executive Engineer (Civil)
by the Board. DIPK-NB-2221/21 Hospital Engineering Department
SKIMS, Soura
Note 3:The candidates who have joined the allotted Schools/ Institutions shall have No: SIMS 139/ 90/2021-22-911-18 Dated: 31-07-2021

to bring a copy of fee receipt deposited at their respective

Schools/Institutions at the time of their upgradation counselling.

The other terms and conditions shall remain the same as notified in the elnformation Brochure/ GOVT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (U'T)

Notifications/ Notices issued by the Board from time to time on the subject. _ Office of the Divisional Forest Officer,

E& OE (Dr. Sunil Gupta) - . = = - -
Controller of Examinations Demarcation Forest Division Kashmir, Srinagar
NO. BOPEE/EXam'"/ZOZ] J&K BOPEE -0-: Landline/Fax No.0194-2485297
Dated: 02-08-2021 DIPK-NB-2207/21 TENDER NOTICE Office Address: Sheikh BaghLalChowk Srinagar
e-NIT No: - 05 OF 2021 DATED: - 31-07-2021 Email:demarcationkashmir7@gmail.com
= = For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of Govt. of India, e-tenders are 4 Aspe sfﬂ:f :;;;?1 :hi GF‘i;lﬂflg’} Perffgsze S:curiw shaﬂndha;e to be ﬂewsiwdm:;
S s : 5 : . succes: 1 to order of 3% o value of contract and if there are compelln
3‘— .3 invited from approved and eligible :.:om.:racmrs reglstm:d_mﬂl Union Temtory. of circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may be demanded.
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR J&K/Central Government Organizations for execution of the following 5.  Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads™ option
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE Government works - i e e i
Kashmir, Old Secretariat, Srinagar-190001, Phone No. 0194-2473761, prv— 6. To participate in bidding process bidders have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
0194-2950499 e-mail; dirswkmr@gmail.com apv.eost | ewassos | venom | mMeos as per Information Technology Act Bidders can get Digital Certificate form approved
stk sk ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok sk o sk ok ok sk ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok K ok sk et o Peiniac] | COMIACION | focemens, | CoMBIEHOM vendor.
Subject:- Extension in last date for submission of On-line scholarship EoriEtnittinG of 27 No. Demcrratiin Rotiidans Bllars = 2 L i Py o .
lications under Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme from e i 5 e devme SRIE e Tittmeen & fhoer i v ulme e et St
app , per approved design along the Forest Demarcation line with digital siznature. No Technical or financial bid will be accepted in physical / hard

StUdent§ belonglng to Other Backward . Classes (OBC)I [stretched upto 66.4678 kms mainline only] as per the 0 form.

Economically Backward Classes (EBC), Physically Challenged 1 |Map/Tafseel-i-burjiyaat (Description of boundary pillar)| 2.14 "p" 200 | calendar 2 Bids will be opened cnline as per time schedule mentioned above.

(PCP) & Denotified Nomadic & Semi Nomadic Tribes (DNTs) for and as per latitude and longitude found out by GPS in days 9. Bidders mmst ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents ie Valid

the year 2021-22, Kunzalwan Forest (Co.43-52/Kg) of Bandipora Forest E.:g\::-strt:llllc:nJCf:TBs:Ed EY__?“'-D'EP“EDE“IY renewed E{:‘e“mﬁm 3"‘3“}2031 32

Division BEI‘IdiFH:HE. oy, vald ol LEEISITanoi, WOV LICasly ISCeipliuiindi \Ci'.rGl L 1""uuu:|':
N o T I c E Document) and Bid security declaration in shape of proforma enclosed as Annexure "A’
NUY 11V E ) N ] in Tender Document.
In view of requests from the students of various institutes, the Construction of 101 No. Demarcation Boundary Fillars as 10. The successfil bidder has to produce Valid Labour Registration Certificate issued by
. . . . . per approved design along the Forest Demarcation line - § Ppr Bt
last date for submission of online scholarship applications under Post- o Labour Department after issuance of award of contract.
. R . [stretched upto 40.5016 kms mainline only]as per the 30
Matric Scholarship from students belonging to Other Backward Classes, 2 |Map/Tafseeti burjiyaat {Deseription of boundary pilar)| 6.64 | "Ce D" | 300 | Calendar ) ) _ i o )
Economically Backward Classes, Physically Challenged (PCP) & Dr. e etk e e el et R 4 T ' days 11 E’ﬂ D"Pme('““”]%n‘l’fbem“?“‘)’le for any delay in online submission of the bid due
- - - ] - - - any reasom techmical or otherwise).
Ambedkar Post-Matric Scholarship to Denotified Nomadic & Semi Nomadic Gurez Forest [Co.53-58,59/Kg T1.72,73.T4) of Bandipora PR s i e e :
Tribes (DNT ies for th 2021-22 State Portal und S iy ~ e
ribes ( s) _Catego_"es_ or t e year ( -22) on State Portal under Forest Division Bandipora. adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding publishing the NIT, in any of the
URL:- https://jk.gov.in/jkeservices has been extended upto 14th of newspaper under circulation.
August, 2021.

The applicants are advised to take print-out of the duly filled-in The _ C'N_-IT C_onsisting °f qualifying  information, ‘ﬂjﬂiﬂ_’imy criteria, 13 ﬁﬂﬁfﬂ?‘@ﬂ:‘fy‘?:::;m l“’::“'“ reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders
application form, after submitting it on-line and submit the same to the concerned specifications, bills of quantities, (B.0.Q) set of Terms & Conditions of contract ok et e a5 per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and
Institution/College/University alongwith all requisite documents. The concerned and other detaills can be seen/downloaded from the Website:- as per the detailed document
Head of Institution/College/ University will verify the on-line applications with hard hitps://jktenders gov in. 15. The survey/delineation part of the work shall be camied out by demarcation staff
copies and forward the same to the concerned Domicile District Social Welfare concermed and locations/ survey points of B.Ps shall be identified by staff on spot to
Office for further scrutiny/verification and also for record and reference. . - enable the contractor to construct the B.Ps at appropriate points.

REVISED TIME-LINE IZ(/)R STUDENTS FOR SUBMISSION,/ VERIFICATION OF Scheme: CAMPA (Head JA0GFST/115 Works) 16. Far any mislocation of boundary pillar either with malafide futention or due to negligence
ON-LINE APPLICATIONS:- Position of Funds: Available. s o e e v ey et
: ‘i AATS: ne Wi m a Ity equiv o cost o ary
S.No. Activities Last Date PﬂSIt.loll!l of . AOCDI‘ﬂ?ﬂ . ) . pillar or as deemed appropriate shall be levied in addition to any other penalty under rules
. - — " Receiv ening Committee: Designated Tender Opening Committee including black listing of the bidder from further such works.
1. Submission of Online applications by students. 4" August 2021 17. The o ctor shall have to v and i ¢ the boundary line of the forest at
, | Submission of hard copies of online applications alongwith all 24" August. 2021 Publishing Date:- 31-07-2021 his own expense before submitting the bids and shall be bound for the complete
" | required documents by the student to concerned Institute. Bust, Download Start Date - 21-07-2021 from 03:00 PM execution of work(s) within the prescribed time limit.
Pr—— n - P - Bid submission Start Date: 21-07-2021 from 03:00 PM 18 The works shall be monitored by the Demarcation staff concemed and payment shall be
Verification/forwarding of On-line Applications by Institutes & th p

. P = z released to the contractor after check of the BPs with t oved

3. | submission of hard copies to concerned (Domicile) District Social 4 Sez;;tzelmber, Bid sadwiésaioal Ed Dille. 16-08-2021 upto 06:00 PM sp::fﬁcatit:n md‘;mhw_ e proper ° S WA respect o appr
Welfare Office. Tec“ﬁﬁgg::mﬁgh 17-08-2021 at 02-00 PM in the Offce of the Divisional Forest Officer 19. The contractor should complete the work as per approved drawing & specification. All
4 Scrutiny/Verification of On-line application forms with Hard 14™ September, onling: Demarcation Forest Division Kashmir Srinagar at Sheikh-Bagh Srinagar. item-wise measurements shall be recorded during the execution of work, till its

" | copies by concerned (Domicile) DSWO 2021 Date of opening of Price To be opened (Online) after Evaluation of completion. ) _
Other terms and conditions as laid down in previous Notification issued Bids: Technical Bids Received. 20. ;fu;mm“t "‘”_Shﬂi:f :m"‘“‘d - w:?&;;f}:img;‘x‘t‘m@mi;h ’“dlﬂ'e bellE
vide No:-DSWK/Sch/2021/1535-1634 Dated:-03-05-2021 shall remain un-changed. ] L _ _ _ . o o T = P
1.  The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website:- hitps://jktenders gov.in 21.  Photographic evidences should be put in place durmg the delineation of survey points by
sd/ 2. The date for opening of Technical & Financial bids online shall be opened as per time the concerned contractor and concerned demarcation party.
- schedule mentioned abowve.
DIPK-5680/2] (BaSI‘!II‘ Ahmad Dar, KAS) 3. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in DIPK-5657/21 Sd/-
Director General shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown agaimst the work above to be deposited n E:‘::':::JF{T::‘“O“E::::’
Social Welfare Department in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security Declaration in the 7 Kashmir-Srinagar
Kashmir shape uf_ proforma enclosed as Annexure A The .Inds for the work zhall remain wvalid No. Dem/Estt/2021/30-36/NIT Dated: - 31-07-2021
No:-DSWK/Sch/2021/3272-84 Dated:- 31.07.2021 for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO
RESPONSIB NOR DO \ AR NDOR HE CONTENTS OF [H ADVER HE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQ D 10 VER HE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMEN
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CB Books Former Manager
J&K Bank Amira Kadal

Observer News Service

Srinagar CNS, Aug 3: On
the directions of Chief
Judicial Magistrate
(CJM) Srinagar, Crime
Branch (CB) lodged an
FIR against the then JK
Bank Manager Ashiq
Ahmad Malik, Branch
Amira Kadal Srinagar for
Criminal Breach of Trust
and Cheating.

Court added that the in-
vestigation of the case will
take place under the overall
monitoring of the court.

As per order of the
court, one customer
namely Bilal Ahmad
Bhat Proprietor of a firm
M/s Marina traders had
approached the Court
of Chief Judicial Magis-
trate Srinagar through
his Counsel Advocate
Tasaduk Hussain Reshi
with a written criminal
complaint alleging that
the then Manager of J&K
Bank Branch Amira
Kadal Ashiq Ahmad Ma-
lik has put an amount of
53.30 Lakhs to his personal
use without any lawful au-
thority by allowing huge
withdrawals from his
personal computer to the
fictitious persons through
fraud and forgery.

He further alleged
that the said Manager in
order to deceive the com-
plainant used to grant
overdrafts on his own
account without any re-
quest from the complain-
ant beyond permissible
limits thereby causing
huge loss to the firm.

Meanwhile, Court of

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Srinagar Farooq Ahmad
Bhat while hearing the
arguments of counsel for
the complainant Advo-
cate Tasaduk Hussain
Reshi and on the basis
of available record ob-
served that, “there is emi-
nent possibility of Bank
fraud being committed
as the act being dishon-
est. In the prevailing
circumstances the fraud
causes loss to the victim
directly or indirectly and
the question of deceit and
breach of trust cannot be
brushed aside”.

At the same time SSP
Crime Branch was di-
rected to register an FIR
in the matter in question
and investigate into the
allegations put forth by
the petitioner within the
parameters of law.

SSP Crime Branch by
virtue of the same order
was further directed to
furnish the status report
weekly or fortnightly be-
fore the court of Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate (CJM)
Srinagar about the prog-
ress of investigation.

While acting on the
orders of the court Crime
Branch Kashmir regis-
tered a case bearing FIR
number 38/2021 against
the then Manager of J&K
Bank Branch Amira Kadal
Ashiq Ahmad Malik and
Nazir Ahmad Gassi one
of the partners of the firm
under sections 409 & 420 of
Indian Penal Code.

Meanwhile the arrest
of the accused is expected
soon in this regard.

LAWDA Conducts Demolition
Drive In Hazratbal, Nigeen

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Enforce-
ment Wing of Lakes and
Waterways Development
Authority (LAWDA) un-
der the supervision of
Enforcement officers and
in presence of SDPO Za-
kura conducted a special
demolition operation in
the areas of Dojji Mohalla
NFR, Hazratbal and Ni-
geen.

During the demoli-
tion operation two 2nd
storey houses, one sin-
gle storey house, three
shops, tin walling at five
different locations and
one plinth/tin shed were
demolished which were
raised illegally.

Also some building
material in the shape of
Sand/Bajri was seized
from Nigeen Saderbal.

The demolition was
carried out with the as-
sistance of police station
Nigeen.

During the demoli-
tion operation, the team
of the Enforcement Wing
of LDA removed the ille-
gal constructions despite
huge resistance from the
public.

Meanwhile, it was
given out that strict
action shall be taken
against those found in-
dulging in any sort of
illegal constructions/
encroachments in LDA
jurisdiction.

Policemen search the pocket of a boy in Khanyar Srinagar after suspected
militants attacked a police party in the area. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Hussaini Flag Will Be Hoisted At
Lal Chowk As Before: Masroor

Observer News Service

past but also challenged them in the
court of law.

He expressed hope that Shia
clergy and the mourners would not
take out the alternative processions
through the bylanes of Zadibal's inte-
riors and would instead reach Guru

He also urged the government to
allow prayers at Jamia Masjid and
lift ban on Eid-e-Milad-un Nabi pro-
cessions as they lifted ban on Mu-
harram processions.

Pertinently, Masroor's state-
ment came a day after the govern-

Srinagar: Identifying and recogniz-
ing the traditional routes of two ma-
jor Muharram processions in Sri-
nagar by the J&K administration is
a good sign, Itihaad-ul-Muslimeen
President Maulana Masroor Abbas
Ansari said on Tuesday.

Masroor however rejected any
conditional permission allowing
these processions on 8th Muharram
and Ashura in this capital city after a
blanket ban for nearly three decades.

“The procession taken out to
commemorate martyrdom of Imam
Hussain (AS) , his family and com-
panions is not bound to any permis-
sion. The followers of Imam have
been taking out the processions
for the last 30 years despite govern-
ment curbs and clampdowns. And
this will continue in future as well,”
Masroor said, in a statement issued
here on Tuesday.

“Whether government allows
it or not, the Shia community will
not back off from its principled posi-
tion and will take out the procession
with zeal and vigour,” he added.

"Diktat of taking out Muharram
processions within 'Sarkari Chaar
Diwari' is unacceptable", Masroor
said adding his party has not only
been defying such diktats in the

Bazar and Abi Guzar on 8th and 10th
Muharram and join the processions
on their traditional routes.

The TuM President also urged
mourners to follow coronavirus re-
lated guidelines and SOPs issued by
the government.

ment modified its earlier order
on Muharram processions stat-
ing that appropriate decisions for
suitable action will be taken by the
District Magistrates’ in consulta-
tion with police, health and other
stakeholders.

Office Of The Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Budgam Kashmir
NOTICE

Where a application for transfer of
ownership has been recieved from one.
Shri: Gh Hassan Dar S/o: Ab Ahad Dar
R/0: Chadoora Budgam (Transferor)
of LMV alto 800. Vehicle bearing regis-
tration number JK04A -1332. Chasis number 467915 Engine no.
3150769 Model 2005. in favour of Shri.. Salik Ayoub Khanday
S/0. Mohammad Ayoub Khanday R/o Bakula (Tranferee)

Now therefore it is notified for the information of the
general public that objections if any to the proposed transfer
of ownership shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assis-
tant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period
of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily
newspaper Kashmir Observer
No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.2062
Dated 03-08-2021
mch

Assistant Regional Transport officer
Budgam Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE
| have lost my Discharge Certificate of class 12th under roll no
2413246 .Now | have applied for the duplicate of the same if any-
body having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection in the office of the Govt Boys Higher Secondary Ma-
gam within a period of seven days from the date of publication
of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.
Jahangir Mohammad
S/0 Gulam Mohammad Dar
R/0 Peth Makhama Magam

BMG

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer

Pir-Panjal Forest Division Budgam.

e- NIT NO: - 04 OF 2021-22 DATED: 02-08-2021
For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, e-tenders are invited from approved
and eligible contractors registered with Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir /Central
Govt. Organizations for the following works: -

Cost of
Tender Receiving/
S.N ADV. COST CLASS OF Document. TIME OF Opening
o NAME OF WORK (Rs. In lacs) | CONTRACTOR Rs) COMPLETION Committee
Providing & Fixing of Chain
Link Fencing with Angle Iron
Posts and Barbed Wire in 920 Tender
4 | Gement Concrete Blocks 50.00 “A& B” Rs. | calendar | Opening
around Ompora City Forest, 1100/= davs Committee
Soil Range at Budgam. Pir- ys-
Panjal Forest Division
Budgam.

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bills of
quantities, (B.0.Q) set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be
seen/downloaded from the Website: -www.jktenders.gov.in.

Position of AA: -Accorded

Position of T/S: - Accorded

Position of Funds:-Budgeted

Publishing Date: -
Download Start Date:
Bid submission Start Date:

02-08-2021
02-08-2021 from 06:00 PM
02-08-2021 from 06:00 PM

16-08-2021Up to 04.00 PM

17-08-2021 at 10.00AMin the Office of the Conservator of
Forests Srinagar Circle at Shiekh Bagh Srinagar.

18-08 -2021 at 10:00 AM the Office of the Conservator of
Forests Srinagar Circle at Shiekh Bagh Srinagar.

Bid submission End Date:

Date of Opening of Technical BidOnline.

Date of Opening of Financial Bid Online:
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DIPK-5768/21

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +919484100200

»

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )

Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

% PRAYERS
FAJR 4:09
HURI ZUHR 12337
CALENDAR | AsR 5:30
24 Zil Haj Magrib 733
1442 ISHA  9:04

This Day In History

1914 - US declares neutrality on the outbreak of WWI

1916 - Denmark cedes Danish West Indies, including the Virgin
Islands, to the US for $25 million

1918 - Adolf Hitler receives the Iron Cross first class for brav-
ery on the recommendation of his Jewish superior, Lieutenant
Hugo Gutmann

1919 - The Communist Bela Kun comes to power in Hungary
1943 - Soviet units reach suburbs of Orel

1943 - USAAF bombs Germans in Troina

1946 - An earthquake of magnitude 8.0 hits northern Domini-
can Republic. 100 are killed and 20,000 are left homeless.
1947 - The Supreme Court of Japan is established.

1956 - Indonesia says it will not pay debts to the Netherlands
1960 - Rocket propelled USAF research aircraft sets record at
2,150 MPH

1962 - Nelson Mandela captured by South African police
1964 - Civil rights workers Michael Schwerner, Andrew Good-
man & James E Chaney, bodies discovered in an earthen Mis-
sissippi dam

1964 - North Vietnam torpedos US ships Gulf of Tonkin

1971 - US launches 1st satellite into lunar orbit from manned
1979 - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern Kazakh/Semi-
palitinsk USSR

1983 - France performs nuclear test

1983 - Revolutionin Burkina Faso

1990 - European community proposes a boycott of Iraq

1993 - Rwandian Hutus & Tutsis sign peace treaty in Arusha
2007 - NASA's Phoenix spaceship is launched.

2012 - 45 people are killed by a suicide bombing in Abyan, Ye-
men

2013 - Hassan Rouhani is inaugurated as the President of Iran
2014 - Hamas and Israel agree to another 72 hour ceasefire
2015 - Robert Downey Jr. named the world's highest paid ac-
tor by Forbes Magazine (earning $80 mil). 4 non-Hollywood
actors make the top 10.

2015 - 31 people are killed & 100 are injured after floods par-
tially sweep two passenger trains off a bridge in Madhya
Pradesh, India

From KO Archives

Centre, Hizb begin
Kashmir truce talks

HM Officials Meet HM Commdrs At Nehru Guest House
Observer News Service

RINAGAR: For the first time since the onset of insur-

gency in Jammu and Kashmir 11-year-ago, the centre

and Hizbul Mujahideen militants sat across the table

and agreed to pursue modalities for pre-existing grounds
for restoration of peace in the valley.

Union home secretary Kamal Pande, who headed the
central team, said after neatly two hour meeting with Hizb team
that these modalities would be pursued seriously so that the
elements opposed to this process (of peace) could be identified
and isolated.

He also urged members of negotiating committee from both
the sides to work in a spirit of cooperation and finalise further
modalities for Implementation of the ground rule: The talks,
however were so fat centered mainly on working out condi-
tion- for enforcing the ceasefire declared by filth and both sides
agreed to carry forward their talks.

The Hizb side was led by its nominated mediator Fazal
Hagq Qureshi and its deputy chief commander and Chief spokes-
man for Kashmir valley, Masood, Riaz Rasool and Farooq
besides Musaddiq Aadil and Ghulam Muhammad Naikoo both
close associates of Qureshi.

Pande said the negotiating teams for further talks shortly
would be headed by M B Kaushal special secretary in the home
ministry and Khalid Saifullah on the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen side.

Pande evaded reply to a question on reported threat by
Hizb to call off the cease-fire on August 8, unless India agreed
to unconditional bipartite talks involving Pakistan saying we
have discussed modalities for restoration of peace in Kashmir
with Hizb-ul-Mujahideen. Pande said the centre had a keen de-
sire to take this initiative to its logical conclusion and appealed
to the people to ex-tend their support to the peace process.

The centre firmly believed that the problem in of Kashmir
could be solved only through peaceful dialogue and not through
continued militancy, he said.

I congratulate Hizb-ul-Mujahideen leaders on their bold and
timely initiative particularly because the people of Kashmir ear-
nestly want peace to be restored in Jammu and Kashmir, he said.

Masood said we are thankful to the government that they
responded positively to our offer of cease-fire and added that
teams for future talks would consist of six members on each
side He also said that his side was serious about the ceasefire
and process of restoring peace in the troubled state.

(Kashmir Observer, August 04, 2000)
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Alghan Army Urges
Civilians To Evacuate
Besieged City

Agenceis

Residents of a besieged Afghan
city were urged to evacuate on
Tuesday as the army prepared a
major offensive against Taliban
insurgents after three days of
heavy fighting.

The Taliban have seized control
of much of rural Afghanistan since
foreign forces began the last stage
of their withdrawal in early May,
but are now focused on capturing
provincial capitals, where they
are meeting stiffer resistance.

Fighting is raging for Lashkar
Gah, the capital of southern Hel-
mand province, with the United
Nations saying at least 40 civilians
had been killed in the last 24 hours.

General Sami Sadat, com-
mander of the 215 Maiwand Af-
ghan Army Corps, told residents
to get out as soon as they could.

"Please leave as soon as possible
so that we can start our operation,”
he said in a message to the city of
200,000 delivered via the media.

"l know it is very difficult for
you to leave your houses -- it is
hard for us too -- but if you are
displaced for a few days please
forgive us," he added.

"We are fighting the Taliban
wherever they are. We will fight
them and... we will not leave a
single Taliban alive."

Officials said earlier that in-
surgents had seized more than a
dozen local radio and TV stations
in the city, leaving only one pro-
Taliban channel broadcasting Is-
lamic programming.

"Deepening concern for Af-
ghan civilians... as fighting wors-
ens," the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission for Afghanistan
(UNAMA) tweeted.

"UN urges immediate end to
fighting in urban areas.”

Rooftop chants

"Fighting was intense this
morning," said Sefatullah, direc-
tor of Sukon radio in the city.

He said the US and Afghan
air force planes had pounded
Taliban positions, adding fight-
ing was ongoing near the city's
prison and a building housing the

headquarters of police and intel-
ligence agencies.

The loss of Lashkar Gah would
be a massive strategic and psy-
chological blow for the govern-
ment, which has pledged to de-
fend cities at all costs after losing
much of the rural countryside to
the Taliban over the summer.

In Herat, another city under
siege, hundreds of residents
chanted "Allahu akbar" (God is
greatest) from their rooftops af-
ter government forces repulsed
the latest Taliban assault. Afghan
officials said government forces
had managed to push back the
insurgents from several areas of
that city -- including near the air-
port, which is vital for resupplies.

Another official said US war-
planes had carried out air strikes,
but that could not be confirmed.

'War crimes'

Washington and London
lashed out at the Taliban, accus-
ing them of committing atroci-
ties that may amount to "war
crimes"” in the town of Spin Bol-
dak, which the insurgents cap-
tured last month along the bor-
der with Pakistan.

Afghanistan's  Independent
Human Rights Commission ear-
lier said the insurgents had in-
dulged in revenge killings there,
leaving at least 40 people dead.

"The Taliban chased and iden-
tified past and present govern-
ment officials and killed these
people who had no combat role in
the conflict," the group said. Top
US diplomat Antony Blinken also
slammed the militant leaders.

An Afghanistan without a demo-
cratic, inclusive government would
be a "pariah state," he said, adding
that the international recognition
the group wants will not be pos-
sible if it "seeks to take the country
by force and commits the kind of
atrocities that have been reported.”

Fighting across the country,
meanwhile, has displaced around
80,000 children from the start of
June, humanitarian organisation
Save the Children said on Tuesday,
adding that many schools and health
facilities had also been damaged.

Japan Government Starts
To ‘Name And Shame’
Quarantine Rule-Breakers

apan has carried out a threat

to publicly shame people not

complying with coronavirus

rder control measures, releas-
ing the names of three people
who broke quarantine rules af-
ter returning from overseas.

The Japanese Health Ministry
said late on Monday the three
Japanese nationals named had
clearly acted to avoid contact with
authorities after recently returning

IN FOCUS

from abroad.

The announcement, the first of
its kind, sparked a flurry of specu-
lation among Twitter users about
the details of those identified, such
as their jobs and locations.

Japan is asking all travellers from
overseas, including its own citizens,
to self-quarantine for two weeks,
during which they are asked to use
a location-tracking smartphone app
and report on their health condition.

Iran S 8th Pre5|dent

Agenceis

TEHRAN: Iran's supreme leader of-
ficially endorsed his hard-line pro-
tege as the nation's next president
on Tuesday, just two days ahead of
the inauguration of Ebrahim Raisi
at a sensitive time for Iran and the
wider Middle East.

"Following the people's choice, [
task the wise, indefatigable, expe-
rienced and popular Hojatoleslam
Ebrahim Raisi as president of the
Islamic Republic of Iran," Iran's su-
preme leader Ayatollah Sayed Ali
Khamenei wrote in a decree read
out by his chief of staff.

There was heightened security
in Tehran for the ceremony with
airports closed for two and a half
hours, and traffic restrictions in
place on the streets near the venue
of the ceremony, the capital's Traf-
fic Police announced.

Ex-Judiciary chief Raisi secured
sixty percent of the votes cast in
the country's 13th presidential

Iran-Israel:

Agenceis

members of the tanker MT Mer-

cer Street, managed by an Israeli
firm, are killed in what appears to be
a drone attack off Oman on July 29

Since February this year, Iran and
its arch-enemy Israel have been en-
gaged in a "shadow war" in which
vessels linked to each nation have
come under attack in waters around
the Gulf in tit-for-tat exchanges.

In the latest incident, two crew

MV Helios Ray

On February 25, the Israeli-owned
vehicle carrier Helios Ray is hit off
the Gulf of Oman while sailing from
the Saudi city of Dammam to Singa-
pore. An explosion holes the hull in
two places but causes no casualties.

Iran denies Israeli charges that it
carried out the attack.

Iran Shahr-e-Kord

On March 10, the Iranian ship
Shahr-e-Kord, owned by the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines
group (IRISL), is en route from Iran to
Europe when its hull is hit with "an
explosive device".

In a March 11 report citing US and
Middle East officials, the Wall Street
Journal says Israel has targeted with
mines at least a dozen vessels bound
for Syria and mostly carrying [ranian
oil since late 2019.

Tehran is "considering all op-
tions" in response, the foreign min-
istry says on March 15. "Given the lo-
cation of the sabotage, there is every
reason to think that the occupying
regime in Jerusalem is behind this
operation,” it says.

election. He replaces moderate
president Hassan Rouhani, whose
landmark achievement was the
2015 nuclear agreement between
Iran and six major powers.

Critics charge the June 18 presi-
dential election was skewed in Raisi's
favour as strong rivals were disquali-
fied, but to his loyal supporters he is
Iran’s best hope for standing up to the
West and bringing relief from a deep
economic crisis. Raisi is not renowned
for great charisma but, as head of the
judiciary, has driven a popular cam-
paign to prosecute corrupt officials.

Considered ultraconservative,
60 year old Raisi, portrays himself
as a pious figure and corruption-
fighting champion of the poor.

Without commenting specifically
on the stalled nuclear negotiations in
Vienna, Raisi stressed in his speech
he would "pursue the removal of
oppressive sanctions" in order to sal-
vage the crippled economy.

"We will not (tie) the people's
dining tables and the economy to

the will of the foreigners," he said.
Raisi won a landslide victory in
the June election, which saw the
lowest in the Islamic Republic's
history. He will take the oath of of-
fice in an inauguration ceremony
Thursday before parliament.

Raeisi will take an oath of office
in an inauguration ceremony at
the Iranian Parliament (Majlis) on
Thursday. Nezamoddin Mousavi,
the spokesman for the Parliament's
presidium, said Monday that a long
list of foreign dignitaries are ex-
pected to attend the event despite
the COVID-19 pandemic.

He said 115 officials from 73
countries have already declared
their readiness to attend the inau-
guration ceremony.

The list includes 10 heads of state,
20 parliament speakers, 11 foreign
ministers and 10 ministers, as well
as special envoys, deputy parliament
speakers and chairmen of parliamen-
tary commissions and parliamentary
delegations, the lawmaker said.

A Shadow War With Ships

Saviz

On April 6, Tehran says that the
"Iranian commercial vessel” MV
Saviz has been struck by a blast
while off the coast of Djibouti.

Iran's Tasnim news agency re-
ports that the Saviz had been dam-
aged by "magnetic mines".

It says the ship has been stationed
in the Red Sea for several years "in
support of Iranian commandos de-
ployed to escort commercial vessels".

The New York Times cited a US
official as saying Israel had informed
Washington it had struck the ves-
sel in "retaliation for earlier Iranian
strikes on Israeli vessels".

Hyprion Ray

On April 13, an Israeli-operated
ship is attacked off the UAE opposite
the Iranian coast.

Security sources quoted by Israel's
Channel 12 television say the Hyper-

ion Ray was "lightly damaged" near
the Emirati port of Fujairah, and sus-
pect Iran of carrying out the attack.

Lebanon's Al-Mayadeen televi-
sion also reports that the Bahamas-
flagged Hyperion Ray, operated by
Israeli firm Ray Shipping, had come
under fire.

MT Mercer Street

On July 29, two crew members of
the tanker MT Mercer Street, man-
aged by a prominent Israeli busi-
nessman's company, are killed in
what appears to be a drone attack
off Oman, the vessel's London-based
operator and the US military say,
with Israel blaming [ran.

Zodiac Maritime, owned by Is-
raeli billionaire Eyal Ofer, says the
incident killed one Romanian and a
Briton who was a guard for maritime
security firm Ambrey.

Tehran denies involvement and
vows to respond to any "adventurism”.

Study: Nearly 5 Million Fewer Girls To Be Born Worldwide Over Next 10 Years

Agenceis

An estimated 4.7 million fewer

girls are expected to be born glob-
ally in the next 10 years because
of sex-selective practices in coun-
tries with a cultural preference for
male offspring, a trend that could
undermine social cohesion in the
long term, research showed on
Tuesday.

e research suggested that the
projected shortfall in the number
of girls being born will lead to a
surplus of young men in around
a third of the global population
by 2030, which could lead to in-
creased anti-social behaviour and
violence.

Sex-selective abortions have
been on the rise for the past 40
years in countries throughout
southeast Europe along with south
and east Asia, with as-yet undeter-
mined demographic impacts.

To model what short- and long-
term effect sex selection will have
on societies, an international team
of researchers analysed data from
more than three billion births over

the last 50 years.

Focusing on 12 countries where
the male-to-female ratio had in-
creased since 1970 and another
17 where that ratio was at risk of
increasing due to social or cultural
trends, they simulated two sce-
narios.

The first assumed an increase in
the rate of sex selection, based on
statistical evidence.

The second scenario assumed
increased sex selection in cer-
tain countries, based on observed
trends and decreased fertility,
but for which specific data were

lacking.

In scenario 1, countries saw a
shortfall of 4.7 million in the num-
ber of girls being born by 2030. For
scenario 2, the figure jumped to
more than 22 million globally by
2100.

Authors of the research, pub-

lished in the BMJ medical journal,
said the bias towards male off-
spring could lead to a "marriage
squeeze" in affected countries.

"Fewer-than-expected females
in a population could result in
elevated levels of anti-social be-
haviour and violence, and may
ultimately affect long-term stabil-
ity and social sustainable develop-
ment," they wrote.

The United Nations defines sex-
selective practices alongside child
marriage and female genital muti-
lation as harmful practices targeted
under the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

The authors of the new study
called for better data collection of
such practices in order to stamp
them out, as well as wider educa-
tion initiatives.

"A broader objective relates
to the need to influence gender
norms which lie at the core of
harmful practices such as prenatal
sex selection," they wrote.

"This calls for broader legal
frameworks to ensure gender

equality."

WORLD

UAE Lifts Ban On Transit
Flights, Including From
India And Pakistan

Agenceis

DUBAL: The United Arab Emirates
will on Thursday lift a ban on tran-
sit flights, including from India
and Pakistan, the National Emer-
gency and Crisis Management Au-
thority (NCEMA) said on Tuesday.

India and Pakistan are impor-
tant markets for Emirates, Etihad
Airways and other UAE carriers
flydubai and Air Arabia.

The Gulf state, a major inter-
national travel hub, had banned
passengers from many South
Asian and African states travelling
through its airports this year be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic.

NCEMA said on Twitter that
passengers travelling from coun-
tries where flights had been
banned would be able to transit
through its airports from August
5 as long as they present a nega-
tive PCR coronavirus test taken 72
hours prior to departure.

Final destination approval
would also have to be provided,
the authority said, adding that
UAE departure airports would ar-
range separate lounges for tran-
siting passengers.

The transit ban had also in-
cluded Nepal, Sri Lanka, Uganda
and Nigeria.

Dubai state carrier Emirates
welcomed the government's de-
cision to allow travel to resume
from the affected countries.

There was no immediate com-
ment from other UAE airlines on
the announcement, which also
eased an entry ban on residents
returning from countries where
flights had been suspended.

NCEMA said a ban on entry to
the UAE for passengers from these
countries would also be lifted for
those with valid residencies and
who are certified by Emirati au-
thorities as fully vaccinated.

However, they would need to
apply for online entry permits pri-
or to travelling and would need to
present a negative PCR test taken
48 hours prior to departure.

Those working in the medical,
educational or government sec-
tors in the Gulf Arab state as well
as those studying or completing
medical treatment in the UAE
would be exempt from the vac-
cination requirement as would
humanitarian cases. Reuters

Turkey Battles Wildfires For 6th
Day, 10,000 Are Evacuated

BOZALAN (TURKEY): Selcuk Sanli
set his two cows loose, put his
family's most treasured belong-
ings in a car and fled his home as
a wildfire approached his village
near Turkey's beach resort of Bo-
drum, one of thousands fleeing
flames that have coated the skies
with a thick yellow haze.

For the sixth straight day,
Turkish firefighters battled Mon-
day to control the blazes that are
tearing through forests near Tur-
key's beach destinations. Fed by
strong winds and scorching tem-
peratures, the fires that began
Wednesday have left eight people
dead. Residents and tourists have
fled vacation resorts in flotillas of
small boats or convoys of cars and
trucks. Many villagers have lost
their homes and farm animals
and have had trouble breathing
amid the heavy smoke.

Overall, some 10,000 people
have been evacuated in Mugla
province alone, Interior Minister
Suleyman Soylu said Monday.

Sanli returned to check on his
house Monday in Bozalan only to
find that the fire had flared.

“Property is an important part
of life but life itself comes first,”
he said as he prepared to leave
once again.

Agriculture and  Forestry
Minister Bekir Pakdemirli said
on Twitter that crews were still
tackling nine fires in the coastal
provinces of Antalya and Mugla
that are popular tourist areas.
Other active fires were in the
provinces of Isparta, Denizli,
Izmir and Adana.

Another fire in Tunceli, in
southeast Turkey, was contained
on Monday, the minister said earli-
er. [n all, 137 fires that broke out in
over 30 provinces since Wednes-
day have been extinguished.

“We are going through days
when the heat is above 40 Cel-
sius (104 Fahrenheit), where the
winds are strong and humidity is
extremely low,” Pakdemirli said.
“We are struggling under such
difficult conditions.” In Bozalan,
Esra Sanli sobbed as she pointed
at a fire raging near the village.

“There's no plane, there's no
helicopter, there's no roads. How
is this going to be extinguished?
How?" she said.

: ;‘(JI'

Firetrucks, with their sirens on,
drove toward Bozalan, while vil-
lagers were seen herding cows
away from the area.

On Sunday, residents were
forced to evacuate the nearby
village of Cokertme as flames
neared. Some got on small boats
and others left by cars as the fire
got closer and closer — scenes
that Ahmet Aras, the mayor of
the nearby resort of Bodrum,
described as “hell.” Precautions
were taken to protect two nearby
thermal power plants.

An evacuation order was also
issued for the town of Turunc, near
the seaside resort of Marmaris in
Mugla province. People carrying
suitcases fled on small boats.

Tourism Minister Mehmet Nuri
Ersoy said Monday that some tour-
ists were able to return to their ho-
tels after the threat dissipated.

The EU said it helped mobilize
firefighting planes from Croatia
and Spain to help Turkey. Planes
from Ukraine, Russia, Azerbaijan
and Iran have also been fighting
the blazes. Spain said it was send-
ing two water-dumping aircraft

and one transport plane as well as
27 soldiers to help.

The EU announcement fol-
lowed allegations that the Turk-
ish government was compromis-
ing firefighting efforts by refusing
help from Western nations. Pak-

demirli refuted that, saying
that the government had only
refused offers for planes whose
water-dumping capacities were
less than five tons. A total of 16
planes, 51 helicopters and more
than 5,000 personnel were tack-
ling the fires, he said.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's government has also
been widely criticized for failing
to purchase state-of-the-art fire-
fighting planes.

In Marmaris, Mayor Mehmet
Oktay said fires were still burning
in two locations and estimated
that 11,000 hectares (28,000
acres) of forest had been inciner-
ated. On Monday, a fire reached
the edge of the village of Hisa-
ronu, burning a number of homes
and descending down a moun-
tainside toward a road as police
evacuated ambulance crews and
journalists.
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Kulgam Admin Revives
Glory Of 70 Years Old Pond

Observer News Service

Kulgam: The district administra-
tion Kulgam Tuesday revived
the glory of a 70 Years old pond
in Pehlu area of South Kashmir’s
Kulgam district.

The work of the pond was
inaugurated by DC Kulgam Dr
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din along with
ACD Kulgam Muhammad Imran
Khan accompanied by other of-
ficials.

ACD Kulgam said that all
neglected old ponds and streams

will be revived and pure drink-
ing water will be supplied to
people.

the efforts of the administra-
tion have been widely hailed by
the locals as the pond will be a
source of Fresh and Pure drink-
ing water for thousands of house-
holds in the adjoining area.

However PHE officials have
also assured that they will recom-
mend installation of a filtration
plant at the same place to ensure
the safe and pure drinking water
to people.

Masoodi Seeks Hassle Free Civil
Traffic On NH-44 In Meeting
With Defence Minister

Observer News Service

New Delhi: J&K National
Conference MP  Justice
(Retd.) Hasnain Masoodi
Tuesday met Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
apprised him of immense
hardship faced by people
travelling by private and
public transport from Anant-
nag and other towns on NH
and NH - 44 to Srinagar due
to frequent halts enforced by
security forces.

He informed the minis-
ter that students, employees
commuting daily to Srinagar

and patients travelling to
visit healthcare centres for
consultation end up spend-
ing twice the normal time on
the travel because of frequent
blockades, most the times un-
wanted in the name of move-
ment of SF convoys.

Masoodi demanded that
traffic regulations need to
be rationalized so that there
are minimum disruptions in
traffic movement and least
inconvenience is caused to
general public. He pointed
out that in some cases avoid-
able mishaps were reported
because of long disruptions.

Samoon Stresses On Officers To

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Principal Secre-
tary, Skill Development Depart-
ment (SDD), Dr. Asgar Hassan
Samoon Tuesday stressed on
all the officers to deliver the do-
ables on the set timelines fixed
for each of them.

The Principal Secretary
asked the officers to establish
an IT lab in each of the ITI and
provide high speed internet ac-
cess to them. He said that it is es-
sential requirement that would
help both faculty and students
in these institutions alike.

Dr Samoon asked about
the status of placement cells in
Polytechnics and ITIs. He said

Deliver Doables On Set Timelines

-_—

that every institution should
have a placement cell estab-
lished in it.

He asked the officers to ten-
der all the works kept in the plan
and authorise taking up of works
the funds against which had
been received from the Finance
department. He urged them to
submit the Utilisation Certifi-
cates of the funds spent under
centrally sponsored schemes.

Earlier the department
had made a list of doables to be
finished at specific periods of
time in a year. These had been
classified into three catego-
ries of deliverables to be fin-
ished within one month, three
months, six months and a year.

Technological Interventions,
Effective Enforcement Precursors To
Reduce Road Fatalities: LGs Adv

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Rajeev Rai
Bhatnagar Tuesday remarked
that necessary technological
interventions and advance-
ments with effective enforce-
ment are precursors to reduce
the fatalities on the road.

The Advisor made these
comments while chairing
the 7th meeting of J&K Road
Safety Council (RSC) at Civil
Secretariat here.

Bhatnagar emphasised
that the council should main-
tain coordination and syn-
ergy with all departments
and agencies for prescribing
and enforcing road safety
standards and procedures as
well as advising the govern-
ment on Road Safety Policies
which is the basic objective of
establishing the RSC.

The Advisor delved upon
the officers that the Road
Accident Data Management
System (RADMS) should be

used effectively as it pro-
vides onspot, standard and
accurate accident data after
any such mishap occurs. He
asked them that the data ob-
tained from RADMS should
be collated and analyzed on
a regular basis so that black
spots and accidental road
stretches are identified and
rectified on a timely basis to
reduce fatalities.

While emphasising on the
implementation of prescribed
road safety measures, Advisor
Bhatnagar stressed upon the
officers for constant and effec-
tive coordination with district
disaster management commit-
tees, Quick Reaction Teams
(QRTSs), organisations dealing
with road safety management
and other agencies to ensure
better traffic management and
road safety on the roads.

The Advisor directed the
Chief Engineer, R&B and oth-
er agencies to conduct safety
audits of bridges and roads on
critical stretches through De-

sign Inspection and Quality
Control, J&K, so that road ac-
cidents are mitigated and pre-
cious human lives are saved.
Advisor Bhatnagar fur-
ther asked the officers to
explore the possibilities of
constructing the over bridges
and underpasses at critical
junctions on highways, so
that the pedestrian move-
ment is facilitated and no
loss of lives occurs due to that
movement on highways. He
directed the officers for effec-
tive implementation of the
Road Accident Victim Fund.
The Advisor also delved
upon the officers for effective
implementation of Intelligent
Transport Management sys-
tem (ITMS) for better traffic
management on the roads
besides regular awareness
camps on road safety should
be organised so that the gen-
eral public as well as the
stakeholders of transport are
made aware about various
traffic rules and regulations.

SSM College Admin Regrets Demolition
Of Property In College Premises

KO News Desk

Pattan: Authorities of
SSM College in Parihas-
pora Pattan Tuesday
protested against the
demolition of the college
property by the district
administration.

Chairperson of the col-
lege Dilafroza Qazi said if
the administration has any
issues with our institution,
“I am ready to voluntarily
hand over the college, but
the demolition process
should be stopped.”

She said that a team of
SSM college management
reached Parihaspora Pat-
tan on Tuesday morning

and were shocked to see
that a wall of the college,
volleyball court, tennis
court, security quarters
and a canteen had been
demolished.

“Although we tried to
stop the operation, they did
not listen to us and contin-
ued to demolish the struc-
tures,” she said.

She claimed that no
prior notice was issued to
management of the college
before demolition drive
and the team carrying out
the operation did not have
any written order for the
operation.

She said that on the one
hand the government is

spending crores of rupees
for the promotion of sports
and on the other hand the
district administration has
demolished the sports infra-
structure of the college.

She said that at pres-
ent 3,000 students are
studying in the college and
such actions could endan-
ger their future.

“If the government
has any issue with our
college, I am ready to
voluntarily hand over the
college,” she said.

She appealed the LG
administration to take im-
mediate action to save the
future of students studying
in the college.

Govt Committed For
Focused Development Of
Border Areas: Dr Shahid

JAMMU: Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department
and Prabhari Officer for BADP, Dr Shahid Igbal
Choudhary, reviewed the progress on various
projects under implementation and feedback on

ment.

Border Area Development Programme in District
Poonch. Proposals related to various projects
were discussed for developmental initiatives in
border villages.

Dr Shahid Choudhary informed that Gov-
ernment is keen to develop infrastructure on
modern lines in border areas with special focus
on connectivity, livelihood, education, essential
services and over-all socio-economic develop-
Highlighting the recent steps taken by
the Goverment for initiating concerted develop-

ment he sought feedback from elected members
and local administration for steps required to
ensure overall development in border villages.

He highlighted that Govt is committed for fo-

cused development of border area and accord-
ingly steps are being taken.

Chairperson DDC Poonch, Tazeem Akhter,
dwelled in plan formulation for 2021-22 and inclu-
sion of provision for Model Villages under BADP.
Vice-Chairman, Mohd Ishfaq projected the need for
border tourism and inclusion of new projects.

Dulloo Directs Authorities To
Redress Grievances Of Pharma
Association On Priority

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: J&K Govt Phar-
macists Association (JKGPA)
Tuesday called on Additional
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo
and presented a memorandum
of demands to him.

The deputation was led by
JKGPA’s president, Sheikh
Mehraj-ud-Din who presented
a list of demands before ACS
who gave a patient hearing to
the visiting deputation.

The Association brought
forth the matter of issuance of

[

fresh registration in favour of
Pharmacists who are working
in Health Department.

To this, ACS informed
the Association that matter is
presently under examination
with the Pharmacy Council of
India and as soon as opinion
is received the same will be
shared with the administra-
tive department.

The Association’s de-
mands also included the recog-
nition of J&K Pharmacy Coun-
cil and inclusion of members
to the Council amongst the
Association, conduct of DPC
on the scheduled date, reorga-

nization of certain posts up to
the level of District Pharmacy
Officer, establishment of phar-
macy council at Jammu/Kash-
mir, change of nomenclature
of Pharmacist Cadre working
in Health Department and
amendment in SRO-20 among
other issues.

On the occasion, Dulloo di-
rected the concerned authorities
to redress all the genuine griev-
ances and issues on priority.

While appreciating the
role of health professionals
amidst covid-19 pandemic,

ACS impressed upon the As-
sociation to work with zeal and
dedication in the wake of this
global pandemic.

He assured them that ad-
ministration is committed to
resolve all their demands and
genuine issues.

Later on a one minute
silence was observed to com-
memorate those covid-19 war-
riors who have lost their lives
while serving the people.

On the occasion, Dulloo
also handed over 96 promotion
orders of senior Pharmacist,
Supervisory Pharmacist and
Head Pharmacist.

Developmental Projects
Reviewed In Ganderbal

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: The Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Gander-
bal, Krittika Jyotsna Tuesday
convened a meeting of officers
to review ongoing develop-
mental projects of Municipal
Council Ganderbal.

Chief Executive Officer,
Municipal Council Gander-
bal briefed the chair about
the progress of works taken
under different schemes. The
meeting also discussed the
bottlenecks hindering the
progress of these projects.

The DC impressed upon the
concerned officers to gearup the
field functionaries so that the
approved projects are complet-
ed within a set timeline.

The Executive Engineer

R&B Division Ganderbal was
directed to tender the left out
projects/ works within weeks
time besides submit the
weekly progress of these de-
velopmental projects to Chief
Executive Officer Municipal
Council Ganderbal.

While discussing the is-
sues hampering the progress
of few projects, the DC di-
rected the Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue and Tehsildar
Ganderbal for transfer of land
where required for these de-
velopmental projects so that
they are completed in time.

The Executive Officer
Municipal Council Ganderbal
was directed to follow-up and
complete all projects of the
Municipal Council Ganderbal
within a time bound manner.

VICE-CHAIRMAN DISTRICT HEALTH SOCIETY

BANDIPORA,

E-mail address: dpmubandipora@wgmail.com Telefax: 01957-225535

vide letter no:-

NOTICE

Whereas approved by the Chairman District Health Society Bandipora
candidate figuring at S.No 03 namely Arifa Akther D/o Gh Ahmad Rather R/o Ajas
Bandipora was hired as JSN under NHM for DH Bandipora vide notification no. 002 of
2020 dated:- 9/9/2020 and issued vide this office order no:- CMO/NHM/BPR/2021-
22/269-273 dated 15-05-2021.
Where as the candidate did not join within the stipulated time period, the
candidate was again informed to join her duties as JSN in district hospital Bandipora
CMO/BPR/NHM/21/419-422
CMO/BPR/NHM/21/508-511 dated:- 14-07-21 through registered post.
Where as the candidate approached this office that she has been selected as JSN
in GMC Srinagar and will not join her duties as JSN in DH Bandipora.
In order to operate the waiting list for the post of JSNand as approved by the
chairman District Health Society, the candidate figuring at S.No. 4 namely NAHIDA
GAFFAR D/O:- Lt Abdul Gaffar wani resident of Nadihal Bandipora with total points
(75.30) is here by provisionally selected for the said post.

dated

11-06-2021

Sub: -
,the

and

Affidavit etc;

10th

Diploma/Degree ‘Written Test

VIVA
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Yours Faithfully,
DIPK-5769/21

NO:-CMO/BPR/NHM/21/601-607

Date:-02-08-2021.

Vice-Chairman DHS,

Bandipora

Nabi Khar and

No: Reg/UP-18/242/DTK

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Tourism, Kashmir

Tel:0194-2315378, Fax 0194-2479548, e-mail: ddtreg@jktourism.or

Application for registration of Guest House “The Montreal” located at Bongam, Shalimar, Srinagar.
Public Notice

Whereas, Mr. Mohammad Yousuf Khar S/o Late Gh. Nabi Khan and Mr. Shahnawaz Khar S/o Mohammad Yousuf Khar R/o
Abi Karpora, Dal Lake, Srinagar have approached this office for grant of Registration to the Guest House under the name
and style “The Montreal ” located at Bonigam, Shalimar, Srinagar;

Whereas, the applicants have submitted the requisite documents like building permission issued by LAWDA
for Guest House vide No. 24 Bldg/LDA of 2016 dated 02.02.2016, NOC from PDD/PHE, NOC from Fire and Emergency
Services, Consent to Operate from JK PCB, State Subject, Character certificates from Additional District Magistrate, Land
Ownership Certificate issued by Tehsildar North, Srinagar, PAN Card, Aadhar Card, Revenue papers of the land, General

Whereas, the proposed guest house has been inspection by the prescribed authority and found fully operational;
Whereas, grant of registration certificate for the guest house is purely for purpose of running operation man-
agement of the said guest house and does not confer any right of ownership of the guest house upon the transferees;

Now therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under section 10 of J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act
1978/82/2011/2012, before issuance of registration certificate in favour of Mr. Mohammad Yousuf Khar S/o Late Gh.
Mr. Shahnawaz Khar S/o Mohammad Yousuf Khar R/o Abi Karpora, Dal Lake, Srinagar the matteris
hereby notified for information of General Public/Financial Institutions/ Banks/ Development Authorities/ PHE Depart-
ment/ Electric Department that in case of any objection, the same should reach the office of undersigned within a period
of 07 days from the date of publication of this notice. No objections beyond a period of 07 days will be entertained and
the request of the applicant will be considered strictly as per norms.

dated: 02.08.2021
DIPK-5788/21

Deputy Director Tourism,
Registration
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KO VIEW

Line under control

he number of ceasefire violations and inci-

dents of cross border firing in Jammu and

Kashmir until June 2021 stands at 664, the

ministry of home affairs (MHA) told Lok
Sabha on Tuesday. In January 280 such incidents
were reported as opposed to the 278 in February. The
month of March witnessed no incident at all. The
months of April, May and June reported 1, 3 and 2 in-
cidents, the MHA also said.

In comparison, in 2020, 5,133 such incidents were
reported, while in the year 2019 it was 3,479. The year
2018 witnessed 2,140 such incidents.

The drastic drop in ceasefire violations was made
possible the ceasefire agreement that was dramatically
signed by the militaries of the two countries in Febru-
ary. The move came reportedly following an extended
back channel dialogue between the two countries.

Ever since there have been more efforts to im-
prove the relations. Over five months into ceasefire
along Line of Control, there is already ample evidence
of life returning to normal among border dwellers.
There have been many reports about the marriage
celebrations in border areas. Similarly, there have
been similar reports from across the line of control.

There are, however, still apprehensions among
the people that the things might go still back to square
one. More so among the people living alongside the
LoC. There is already an example of what happened
to original ceasefire agreement between the two na-
tions which was signed in November 2003. However,
by 2010, the agreement had lost its relevance due to
frequent ceasefire violations that touched an all-time
high in 2020 with over 5,000 incidents of firing and
shelling being recorded.

A halt to the frequent firing exchanges will make
a redeeming difference to the lives of lakhs of border
residents on both sides of the Line of Control. But it
won't change anything as far as the situation in the
Valley where militancy continues to reign supreme.

The issue of militancy can be addressed if India
and Pakistan go back to dialogue. Talks could go a
long way to reduce the tension between the neigh-
bours. The calm borders had become an important
factor in the normalization of the relations between
the neighbours, enabling them to start one of the
most promising dialogue processes through 2003-2007
which by accounts of the top leaders of the two coun-
tries who were at the helm of it was close to a break-
through on Kashmir. We need a similar engagement
between the two neighbours.

OTHER OPINON

The World 1s Burning

he year 2020 saw a record number of natural disas-

ters, including wildfires and hurricanes which cost

the global economy billions of dollars in damages.

Half-way into the year 2021, and it seems that almost
half of the world is on fire. With what started out as wild-
fires in parts of the US and Canada, as temperatures soared
record highs, numerous cities across the world are now
alight. Since Wednesday, Turkey alone has seen 98 wildfires
in its different parts, and has not been able to control 10 of
them. The most serious ones have struck along the Turkish
Mediterranean coast, where high temperatures and gusty
winds have set forests and resort areas around Antalya and
Manavgat alight.

Meanwhile, the regional countries of Greece and Leba-
non have not been immune from this phenomenon either,
with a pine fire in a forest across Athens damaging over a
dozen homes. The global phenomenon of high and dry tem-
peratures causing arbitrary wildfires suggests that this is
likely due to climate change. Despite this, Turkish authori-
ties have suggested that arson attacks by PKK could be
behind the simultaneous fires in four locations and have
launched a probe into the matter. Given that the same is be-
ing experienced by different parts of the world, the theory
seems more of a diversion by the government.

In the past few months, Turkish civil society has been
raising its voice against the pollution of the Marmara Sea,
which has resulted in a decline in marine life and visible
foaming of the sea due to industrial waste. The disregard for
the environment in exchange for maximum industrial pro-
duction is not new in the developing world. Lax environmen-
tal laws often allow corporations to conduct business while
irreversibly damaging the country’s environment and eco-
system. Climate change and global warming are very much
real and the frequent occurrence of global wildfires is proof
of that. It is time that countries looked to protect their en-
vironments, individually and in multilateral corporations,
rather than finding scapegoats.

The Tribune

Uncanny Absence

Newly Constituted Pollution Control Committee
Has No Member from Kashmir

Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat

There are several

Govt and non-
Government institutions
in Kashmir which should
have been part of the
newly constituted J&K
Pollution Control
Committee (PCC). By
bypassing Govt
institutions like SMC,
UEED Kashmir, WUCMA,
Environment, Ecology
and Remote Sensing
Department, Kashmir
University, LWDA, the
CPCB has done a great
disservice not only to
the people of Kashmir
but to Kashmir’s fragile
environment as well

n April this year, the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) notified the forma-
tion of the Jammu & Kash-
mir Pollution Control Committee
(PCC) under the section 4 clause 4
of the Water (Prevention and Con-
trol of Pollution) Act 1974 and Sec-
tion 6 of the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act 1981. As
per the guidelines, 14 members
were appointed as members of
newly constituted committee but
ironically not even a single mem-
ber belongs to Kashmir valley.

For a few days, NGOs and ac-
tivists criticized this undemocrat-
ic move of the Govt but that had
no effect on the Government. Mr
Suresh Chugh, the Chairperson
of J&K Pollution Control Board
(now called PCC) told me that he
had no role in the constitution of
J&K Pollution Control Committee
(PCC). The member secretary of
PCC Mr B M Sharma also showed
reluctance. I was told that the
proposal went from the civil sec-
retariat to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) but how
can that be?

Through a gazette notifica-
tion dated 25th March 2021, the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) constituted a 14 member
committee in J&K which includes
a Chairperson and Member Secre-
tary who are the senior Govt offi-
cers from India Forest Service.

The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has been empow-
ered to perform the functions of
the State Pollution Control Board
for all Union Territories (UTs)
across India. This is mentioned in
section 4 of the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
and Section 6 of the Air (Preven-
tion and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981.

However, Section 4(4) of the
Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974 and Section 6
of the Air (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1981 provides
that CPCB may delegate all or any
of its powers and functions of a
State Board in a UT under the said
Acts to such person or body of per-
sons as the Central Government
may specify. The CPCB has thus
delegated all its powers and func-
tions as a State Board in respect
of the UT of Jammu & Kashmir
to a committee of 14 persons who
include various administrative
secretaries of J&K Govt , officials
of health & medical education and
municipal corporation and even
NGO’s. Ironically all the 14 mem-
bers are non-Kashmiris.

The Administrative Secretar-
ies of Industries, Housing & Urban
Development, Health & Medical
Education & Transport Depart-
ments are official members of the
Pollution Control Committee. The
Additional Secretary of Forest
and Environment has also been
included as a member of the pollu-
tion control committee. There is a
post of a Chairman who will most
probably be the Administrative
Secretary Forest , Ecology and
Environment. Pertinently in the
UT of Delhi, Sanjeev Khirwar the
Principal Secretary of Environ-
ment & Forests is the Chairman of
the Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee. Other members of J&K
Pollution Control Committee in-
clude Commissioner JMC , Medi-
cal Superintendent GMC Jammu
, Regional Officer Ministry of
Environment ,Forests & Climate
change Govt of India Jammu, Dr
Pankaj Chandan Director Nature
, Wildlife and Climate Change an
NGO based in Jammu , Prof Anil

Raina Department of Environ-
mental Science Jammu Univer-
sity , Member Secretary Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
or his / her nominee , MD Small
Industrial Corporation, Member
Secretary J&K Pollution Control
Committee.

If Commissioner Jammu Mu-
nicipal Corporation (JMC) and
Medical Superintendent Govt
Medical College Jammu are part
of the Pollution Control Commit-
tee, what was it that kept the Govt
from including Commissioner
Srinagar Municipal Corporation
(SMC), health specialists from
Govt Medical College (Srinagar,
Anantnag and Baramulla) or
SKIMS?

it isnow. Drinking water supplied
from several sources like Doodh
Ganga was not even tested by PCB
on its own. For the last 2 years,
the PCB (now PCC) has been on
the tenterhooks and has produced
some good reports on the orders
of J&K High Court which treated
pollution in Doodh Ganga as a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
(Court on its own motion).

There must be a division of
scientific work in the J & K Pollu-
tion Control Committee (PCC). We
need well equipped labs in PCC as
the same were not set up for the
last 34 years since SPCB was con-
stituted. The Srinagar water lab of
PCC is not well equipped to do in-
depth water analysis. Some minor

As a Kashmiri, I have no is-
sues with the administrative sec-
retaries of IFS officers as these
officials represent the Govt of
J&K but I have reservations when
Commissioner Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) , Medical Su-
perintendent Govt Medical Col-
lege Jammu or a Professor from
Jammu University are made part
of the group and their counter-
parts in Kashmir are bypassed?

It’s no new news that pollution
in Srinagar has been increasing
especially in water bodies like Dal
Lake, Jhelum and Doodh Ganga.
It only makes sense for Kashmir
to have members from here, who
understand local nuances.

Additionally, with the consti-
tution of the J&K Pollution Con-
trol Committee (JKPCC) it seems
that granting statehood to J&K is
being delayed now as many state
institutions of J&K set up in the
past are being shut down one by
one. Some of these institutions
were shut down soon after the ab-
rogation of article 370 like State
Information Commission (SIC),
State Human Rights Commission
(SHRC), State Women’s Commis-
sion (SWC), and now institution
like State Pollution Control Board
(SPCB) has been closed down
which has been replaced by J&K
Pollution Control Committee (JK-
PCC). Now any bureaucrat can
head the PCC , which otherwise
in the past would be headed by
only a senior Indian Forest Offi-
cer (IFS) not below the rank of a
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (PCCF).

The JKPCC is now directly
controlled by the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB) New
Delhi. It seems that the Govt of In-
dia has no plans for restoration of
statehood to Jammu & Kashmir in
near future. I have been criticiz-
ing PCBs (now PCC) style of work-
ing for a long time as PCB never
took pollution in water bodies
seriously. They act either after di-
rection from National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) or J&K High Court. I
wish the pollution board was pro-
active in its working in the past as

physio-chemical parameters are
seen while there is no facility to
trace metals or polluting chemi-
cals in the water samples. No sci-
entific studies are carried out by
the scientists associated with PCC
in Kashmir. The action plan on
wetlands was also prepared in the
PCC office while very little field
work was carried out. As the State
Pollution Control Board (SPCB)
has been replaced by the Pollu-
tion Control Committee,one more
institution of erstwhile State of
J&K is being shut down.

There are several Govt and
non-Government institutions in
Kashmir which should have been
part of the newly constituted J&K
Pollution Control Committee
(PCC). By bypassing Govt institu-
tions like Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC), Urban Environ-
mental Engineering Department
(UEED) Kashmir, Wullar Conser-
vation & Management Authority
(WUCMA), Environment, Ecology
and Remote Sensing Department,
Kashmir University, Lakes and
Waterways Development Author-
ity (LWDA), the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has done
a great disservice not only to the
people of Kashmir but to Kash-
mir’s fragile environment as well.
Kashmir based NGOs like Nigeen
Lake Conservation Organization
(NLCO) , Environmental Policy
Group (EPG), Peoples Environ-
ment Council (PEC) should have
been taken on board by the Gov-
ernment as they have been play-
ing a great role for conservation
of environment and ecology in
Kashmir.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author is an Acumen Fellow.
He is Founder & Chairman
of J&K RTI Movement and

Anant fellow for Climate Action.
Feedback: bhatrajamuzaffar@
gmail.com
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CUK’s DIC Project in Shambles

he Design Innovation Cen-
tre is one of the prestigious
projects of the Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir. It was
established in the year 2018 under the
National Initiative of Design Innova-
tion of MHRD, Gol with the appoint-
ment of Prof. N A Nadeem, a noted
academician as its first Project Direc-
tor. The DIC at Central University
of Kashmir follows the Hub & Spoke
model with 09 spokes established
across the Kashmir valley. These

Spoke Centre's offers One-year Di-
ploma Courses.

Ironically, the varsity has shift-
ed all the spoke centres from these
degree colleges to Green Campus of
Central University of Kashmir with-
out providing any notice to the spoke
centres. This has directly affected the
students of other districts of Union
Territory of J&K and Ladakh. How-
ever, it was decided with the Minis-
try of Education before getting this
project that the university will open

the spoke centres at various districts
and will bridge the gap to provide an
opportunity to the students.
Additionally, there are 11 on-
going 06 month Research Projects in
different specializations/trades at
DIC CUK. Among which 04 are senior
research fellows and 07 are junior
research fellows. These research fel-
lows were admitted in the month of
December 2018 but till now their re-
search projects and prototypes were
not evaluated. The university is sup-
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posed to draft/make some prototypes
to submit the same with the Ministry
of Education but the university failed
to do the same. From the last three
years no patents were filed.

The university in its first phase
received 1.5 crore rupees in 2018 and
then 1 crore rupees in 2021 for vari-
ous research based innovative prod-
ucts which is the actual theme of De-
sign Innovation Centre.

ex-Staffer DIC
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Asad Mirza

China's "Space

Silk Road", forms
a very crucial part of
its ambitious space
goals. The
commissions’ report
further states that
China has already
succeeded in
undercutting some
US and other foreign
launch and satellite
providers in the

international market,
threatening to hollow

out these countries'

space industrial bases

The Worrisome Chinese

Space Programme

ost countries around the world whether

big or small, developed or developing

pursue a space programme of their own

or in collaboration with advanced coun-
tries. Most aspects of these programmes are in the
public domain and are targeted towards scientific
and human advancement.

The spectre of a space was between US and
Russia came to an end with signing of the START
Treaty in 1991 between the two. However, China has
emerged as a country, which pursues a very secre-
tive space programme and may force the mankind
in a space war and global dominance.

There is enough evidence to prove that China’s
space programme is targeted to move ahead and use
space to dominate not only the US but also the rest of
the planet. In terms of the US national security, and
for the rest of the world also, China's space capabili-
ties have been defined as one of the most significant
future threats to the global peace.

China’s plans were outlined very clearly when
shortly after becoming president in March 2013, Xi
Jinping made his ambitions for China's space pow-
er very clear. "Developing the space program and
turning the country into a space power is the space
dream that we have continuously pursued", he said.
"The space dream is part of the dream to make China
stronger.”

China’s aim is to become the world's leading
space power by 2045. China Daily had editorialised
in 2017 that "China will become an all-round world-
leading country in space equipment and technology.
By 2045, it will be able to carry out man-computer
coordinated space exploration on a large scale."

US concerns

The advances and secret dimension of the Chi-
nese space programme have been duly noted and
concerns have been raised by the United States in
this regard. The US-China Economic and Security
Review Commission in its 2019 Annual Report to
Congress stated that "China is taking steps to es-
tablish a commanding position in the commercial
launch and satellite sectors relying in part on ag-
gressive state-backed financing that western mar-
ket-driven companies cannot match."

The US Defence Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III,
in his written testimony prior to his confirmation
hearing in January 2021 declared that Chinese and
Russian space activities present serious and grow-
ing threats to US national security interests. Chi-
nese and Russian military doctrines also indicate
that they view space as critical to modern warfare
and consider the use of counter-space capabilities as

both a means of reducing U.S. military effectiveness
and for winning future wars.

A Pentagon report in 2020 stated that the PRC
continues to strengthen its military space capabili-
ties, despite its public stance against the weaponi-
sation of space.... the PRC is developing electronic
warfare capabilities such as satellite jammers.... and
China probably intends to pursue additional anti-
satellite weapons capable of destroying satellites.

Chinese Space Programme

A significant aspect of China's space initiative
is the Beidou Navigation Satellite system (BDS), a
global navigation satellite system that provides po-
sitioning, navigation and timing, in addition to data
communication. The Chinese military has created
the programme in order not to be dependent on the
US-controlled GPS network. A report by the James-
town Foundation states, "In recent years, the PRC
has actively sought to promote the image of Beidou
as a civilian-led programme intended primarily for
commercial and scientific purposes, however, the
program is under overall military direction, with
the People’s Liberation Army in charge of Beidou's
development."

Beidou can also be termed as China's "Space Silk
Road", which expands China's Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) and its land-based and sea-based versions
to space. Beidou makes countries participating in
the BRI, dependent on China for precision naviga-
tion and other space based services.

Malcolm Davis of the Australian Strategic Pol-
icy Institute wrote in 2017 that, "Chinese provision
of satellite communications, weather monitoring
and earth observation add to this vision for a Space
Silk Road that overarches and underpins the Belt
and Road Initiative. By signing up to the BRI 'Space
Information Corridor', the BRI states would become
dependent on Chinese-provided space services. That
would give Beijing greater power to influence the
policy choices of those states, because it would con-
trol the vital space capabilities that sustain their
economic growth".

We have already seen the negative impact on
countries like Sri Lanka and Brazil, which partici-
pated in the land and sea versions of the BRI.

The US-China Economic and Security Review
Commission further expressed caution in its 2019
Annual Report thus, "Beijing has specific plans not
merely to explore space, but to industrially domi-
nate the space.... Beijing uses its space programme
to advance its terrestrial geopolitical objectives, in-
cluding cultivating customers for the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI)... China's promotion of... the Beidou

global navigation system under its 'Space Silk Road'
is deepening participants' reliance on China for
space-based services."

China's "Space Silk Road", forms a very crucial
part of its ambitious space goals. The commissions’
report further states that China has already suc-
ceeded in undercutting some US and other foreign
launch and satellite providers in the international
market, threatening to hollow out these countries'
space industrial bases.The aggressive pursuit of for-
eign technology and talent continues to be central to
this strategy and to China's space development goals
in general.

China’s Moon Programme

The China Daily in 2019 reported that, "The next
steps in China's manned space programme will be
manned exploration of the moon. We will set up
bases on the moon to conduct scientific operations,
expand a habitable place for mankind and gain ex-
perience and expertise for deep-space expeditions
beyond the moon. The long-term goal is to send hu-
mans to Mars."

Another worrisome development is Chinese
cooperation with Russia in this regard. In March,
China signed an agreement with Russia to work
together to build a research station on the moon,
which will carry out research on exploration and
crucially, utilisation of the moon. Already in 2013,
China launched its first lunar rover to explore the
surface of the moon, hoping, among other things,
to discover rare earth minerals, which are report-
edly abundant on the moon. China's Chang'e 5 lunar
probe mission landed on the moon and brought back
geological samples to China, which became just the
third country to do so after the US and Russia.

In view of these developments it is a foregone
conclusion that China will also move ahead to use
space to dominate not only the US but also the rest
of the world. Its plans for the future wars are space-
based, in addition to utilising its large stockpile of
surface to air missiles, ballistic and cruise missiles
— which can strike from 500 to 5,500 kms, thus cov-
ering a major part of the globe, without putting its
soldiers’ boots on foreign soil and indeed it may not
portend well.

Asad Mirza is a political commentator

based in New Delhi. He was also associated with
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej Times of Dubai.
He writes on Muslims, educational, international
affairs, interfaith and current affairs

Kabul's Afghan Coats, Hippie Must-Haves

Tim Bonyhady

he London launch of Sgt. Pep-

per’s Lonely Hearts Club Band

in May 1967 was a musical and

fashion landmark. While the
clothes worn by all four Beatles startled
the journalists and disc jockeys, John
Lennon stole the show. He wore a green,
frilly, flowered shirt, maroon corduroy
trousers, canary-yellow socks, corduroy
shoes with two particularly unusual ad-
ditions. One was a leather sporran, the
other an Afghan sheepskin coat, worn
with the fur inside and the skin outside,
which was tanned yellow and embroi-
dered with big red flowers down its front
and sleeves.

These coats became a craze with
extraordinary longevity. “Afghans”, as
they were often called, were worn by
many celebrities through the late 1960s.
Then, for the best part of a decade, they
became standard youth clothing —an ar-
chetypal hippie garment and emblem of
the counterculture.

They had a resurgence inspired by Pen-
ny Lane’s character in the 2000 film Almost
Famous and remain a favourite among lov-
ers of bohemian fashion on Instagram.

Their embrace internationally trans-
formed where and how the coats were
made and what they looked like. Yet the
craze for these coats could only happen
because Afghanistan’s relationship with
the rest of the world was changing.

Short, medium or very long

Afghan coats traditionally came in
three forms — sleeveless or short-sleeved
hip-length vests known as pustinchas;
knee-length, long-sleeved coats known as
pustakis; and ankle-length cloaks called
pustins.

In a gendered division of labour, men
cured the skins, tanned them yellow with
the rinds of pomegranates, cut them into
pieces and sewed them together, while
women and girls embroidered them with
geometric and floral designs, usually in
red or yellow. Their skins were occasion-
ally bear, fox or goat, but usually kara-
kul (a long-haired breed of sheep).

Although often written about as if
only men wore them, women did too, and
they were such ubiquitous winter-wear
they were considered Afghan national
dress.

The poor could typically afford only
the smaller pustinchas or pustakis. If
they bought the bigger pustins, these

coats were usually plain which made
them cheaper.

Senior government officials, suc-
cessful merchants and wealthy clerics
bought lavishly decorated pustins that
demonstrated their status. In 1946, May-
nard Owen Williams — the National
Geographic Society’s first field corre-
spondent — considered the pustin to be
“the ultimate in masculine chic”. The
archetypal Afghan man, he wrote, was
“clad in red-embroidered sheepskin”.

Their prime source was Ghazni, south
of Kabul. In 1955 British archaeologist Syl-
via Matheson found “one shop after anoth-
er offering nothing but pustin” there.

While entranced by those with white
fur, Matheson rejected them as imprac-
ticable for her fieldwork that winter.
Instead, she opted for a brown-furred
pustincha that was still “enchanting, the
yellow skin entirely covered in closely
stitched flowers of pillar-box red, with

was the most westernised part of Ka-
bul. Once a domain of poultry vendors,
Chicken Street became a tourist strip
lined with antique shops, clothing, em-
broidery and jewellery stores, and car-
pet dealers. In Across Asia on the Cheap,
the first Lonely Planet guide, published
in 1973, Tony Wheeler described Chicken
Street as “the freak centre of Kabul”.

Hippie capitalism became common-
place. As some travelled, they looked for
local products to sell back home in the
West and, if they made a good profit, im-
ported more.

Richard Neville, the Australian of Oz
Magazine fame, who bought a pustincha
for himself while travelling overland
from Sydney to London in 1965, encour-
aged this commerce.

In Play Power, his 1970 manifesto
and manual for hippies, Neville recog-
nised the larger exchange of dress occur-
ring in Afghanistan and other countries

one of the first boutiques not to differen-
tiate male from female dress. But it was
men, particularly rock and pop stars,
who brought Afghan jackets and coats to
public attention.

Jimi Hendrix wore his orange-red,
brocaded, sleeveless pustincha over an
iridescent purple shirt with huge flared
sleeves in one of the first all-star rock
events in England, at the Kensington
Olympia in London. Syd Barrett of Pink
Floyd and Pete Townshend of The Who
also wore them on stage. Eric Burdon, of
House of the Rising Sun fame, got mar-
ried in his.

All four Beatles wore pustinchas
inside-out in their film of the Magical
Mystery Tour and on the album’s cover.
When the Beatles tried their hand at re-
tail, their Apple Boutique had shelves
of them. From across the Atlantic, it ap-
peared to Life in 1968 that pustinchas
had been “launched last season in Eng-

‘ That summer and autumn, pustinchas were in Bloomingdale’s and
Macy’s and all the glossies. Vogue reported that Afghan “coats and weskits beautifully
embroidered in silk floss colours” were being “shovelled out the door” by Limbo, a boutique

in New York’s East Village

here and there a spot of periwinkle blue”.

Hippie commerce

Many more foreigners visited from
the early 1960s as Afghanistan embarked
on a program of modernisation which
saw significant numbers of women in
the country’s cities unveil and find new
forms of paid work.

A small number of westerners, typi-
cally older, arrived by plane, with lots
to spend, prompting the Afghan govern-
ment to build Kabul’s first five-star ho-
tel.

In 1969 it opened, under lease to the
Intercontinental Group, with rooftop
dining and dancing facilities, a cocktail
lounge, brasserie coffee shop, tennis
courts and swimming pool. Most west-
ern visitors were hippies who, as Eng-
lish poet J. C. E. Bowen put it, travelled
overland “in every imaginable kind of
clapped-out motor vehicle [...] through
the bottleneck of Kabul on their way
towards the imagined Elysium of Kath-
mandu”.

Their prime destination was Chick-
en Street in the Shahr-e Naw, a garden
suburb close to the city centre, which

on the Hippie Trail. He advised:

Sell your western-styled jeans in Ne-
pal, and your long leather boots in Mo-
rocco. Once you could make 500% profit
bringing back sheepskin jackets from
Kabul, and you can triple your money
with antique robes.

Rock ‘n’roll

Craig Sams, a young American who
also travelled through Kabul in 1965 be-
fore settling in London, became a sup-
plier.

His prime outlet was Granny Takes a
Trip — London’s weirdest, most extreme,
most exotic, hippest boutique — on the
King’s Road in Chelsea, which soon
eclipsed Carnaby Street as London’s
fashion centre. At first, Granny Takes a
Trip sold Victorian clothes, often modi-
fied to create a slightly modern feel. By
1967, when it began stocking pustinchas,
its range included Charleston dresses
of the 1920s, Victorian bustles from the
1880s, Boer War helmets, African fezes,
Arab headdresses and Chicago gangster
suits from the prohibition era.

The pustinchas were bought by men
and women as Granny Takes a Trip was

land by the Beatles and their followers”.

Global appeal

Abracadabra, Manhattan’s first psy-
chedelic boutique, soon followed. Its in-
terior was lit by fluorescent tubes set on
a flicker-flash sequence, which had par-
ticular impact since Abracadabra was
filled with mirrors like a penny arcade.
Its shop window featured a motorised
hanger that made the clothes on it “rock
'n’ roll”.

When one hippie traveller returned
from Afghanistan with five pustinchas
at the start of 1968, Ira Seret of Abraca-
dabra put them in its window where they
were spotted by designer Anne Klein,
who had just made leather fashionable
for the New York outfitter Mallory’s.
When Klein asked Seret to secure more
and his original provider failed to de-
liver, Seret went to Afghanistan himself.

That summer and autumn, pustin-
chas were in Bloomingdale’s and Macy’s
and all the glossies. Vogue reported that
Afghan “coats and weskits beautifully
embroidered in silk floss colours” were
being “shovelled out the door” by Limbo,
a boutique in New York’s East Village.

Life magazine featured pustinchas sent by
Ira Seret to Mallory’s, worn by five female
models “over bright silk jump suits and
slung about with yards of Mideast jewel-
lery”. Harper’s Bazaar devoted two pages
to Mallory’s embroidered and braided
vests, again presented as womenswear.

Peak pustinchas

The coats were cheap compared to
most fashionable western clothes, even
after Afghan makers more than doubled
their prices in response to international
demand. The one complaint was that
they smelled foul when wet, due to a skin
curing process more akin to pickling
than tanning. This lead to Kabul’s first
drycleaners to offer “exclusive no-smell
treatments”.

By 1969, many more pustinchas were
being worn outside Afghanistan than
within it, as they maintained their ap-
peal with the most beautiful people and
became part of youth’s uniform.

The enduring audience for the
pustincha was, however, downmarket
— their iconic status confirmed in 1971
by artist Ronald Searle in a cover draw-
ing for the New Yorker of a long-haired,
bearded, barefoot hippie with flared
trousers, shoulderbag, headband and
pustincha.

Their international embrace fuelled
new enthusiasm for Afghan clothing
among some of Kabul’s elite who accept-
ed that women should unveil but wanted
Afghans to fight against foreign influ-
ences and keep Afghan customs alive.

Kabul also replaced Ghazni as the
Afghan centre of pustincha production.

In 1968, the biggest sweatshop em-
ployed 30 workers. In 1970, when demand
surged not only in the United States and
Europe but also, for the first time, in Ja-
pan, one company employed 160 embroi-
derers who completed 30 to 40 coats each
day. Another company built a hostel for
its 250-300 embroiderers, primarily wid-
ows and young women from the prov-
inces where there were many skilled
needleworkers.

As these coats spread round the
world, they fuelled awareness of Af-
ghanistan, even if not quite as much as
one Kabuli dealer boasted to the New
York Times “Before no one remembered
Afghanistan,” he said. “Now everybody
remembers.”

The Conversation
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Four Reasons Why More Peopl
Are Not Buying Electric Cars Ye

Agencies

Electric vehicles can play an indispensable
role in tackling climate change. However
their performance in comparison to diesel
and petrol cars and lack of battery charging
points is hindering them from overtaking fos-
sil fuel vehicles.

More and more governments have set
deadlines to ban fossil fuel vehicles within
the next decade or so. So why haven’t the
number of electric vehicles increased?

Reasons vary across countries explains
World Economic Forum. A survey in UK ex-
plained that 37% found lack of fast charging
ports the most common reason followed by 35%
concerned about range and 33% about cost.

Pew Research surveyed that two-thirds
of Americans agreed electric vehicles being
environmental friendly, a same proportion
thought of them as expensive, and a third had
concerns regarding their reliability.

Here are four reasons behind the slow
adaptation of Electric Vehicles in the world.

Too Expensive

One of the main reasons for people’s hesi-
tancy is that electric cars are more expensive
than petrol or diesel vehicles. In the long run
electric cars are cheaper due to lower charg-
ing cost, maintenance, and servicing.

A cost comparison data issued by the
comparethemarket.com website showed sig-
nificant gap between prices of elec-

tric cars and petrol cars. In Spain, lowest
electric car price of Nisan Leaf was at $28,620
in comparison to petrol car price of $17,255.

Costs could be reduced when the car’s
battery is leased rather than including it in
the upfront price. Experts claim that a bat-
tery costs between $69 and $138 a month un-
der the condition of leasing the battery with
the advantage that it will be replaced at the
end of its life.

Industry analysts have predicted in the
near future a decline in electric cars’ prices
is expected due to the falling cost of lithium
batteries which power them. Subsidies have
helped maintain up-take of electric and hy-
brid cars.

Not Enough Chargers

The International Energy Agency (IEA)
has reported growing installation of battery
charging points globally, however, the ratio
between battery charging points and electric
cars on road is significantly at par.

IEA’s statistic shows that among numer-
ous countries only France, Italy, and Neth-
erlands so far have delivered the number
of charging points required by European
Union’s Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Di-
rection. China is the fastest in installation
of public charging infrastructure with 44%
increase in the year 2020 to accumulated
number of 310,000. According to IEA,
Europe had 38,000 fast charger

\ points and United States
had 17,000
at the

end of 2020.

Chip Shortage

There has been the assumption that you
can buy electric cars anytime you want.
However, electric cars’ deliveries have fall-
en short due to shortage of microchips. IHS
Markit stated that production of 1.4 million
cars and light vans was lost in the first quar-
ter of 2021 alone.

Increase in production of electric cars af-
ter COVID-19 lockdowns has resulted in chal-
lenging situation for chip makers to meet the
demand. The shortage will continue through-
out 2021 and 2022, which will have direct im-
pact on deliveries of all types of cars

Battery fire Risk

A survey by Deloitte found that 31% of
people surveyed in China showed concerns
regarding safety of battery technology. Vari-
ous media outlets drew attention to battery
fire in electric cars. Whereas, Ola Willstrand,
project manager at RISE, the Swedish State
research institute, stated that there is no
such evidence to indicate higher fire risk
with electric cars.

Apart from all backdrops of electric cars,
the sale has risen across the globe. IEA re-
ported that electric car sale rose by 140% in
the first quarter of 2021 as compared to same
period in 2020. China led the way to sale half
a million electric cars and Europe in the sec-
ond place with sale of 450,000 electric cars.

IEA forecasted increase in electric pres-
ence on the world’s roads from 10 million to
145 million electric cars by 2030. However,
the number could increase globally with gov-

ernment incentives and initiatives.

The World Economic Forum took
the initiative by convening the Glob-
al Battery Alliance, which brought

42 global organizations in order
to increase battery produc-
tion and performance. The

Alliance reported that ap-

proximately 290 million

charging points will be

needed globally in or-

der to complete power

L transition to electric

vehicles by 2040, with

required investment of
$500 billion.

Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
JAL SHAKTI (PHE) MECHANICAL DIVISION
SOUTH AWANTIPORA

Tele/fax: 01933/295537; Email Id: phemechsouth@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM

Providing, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of
Electromechanical Equipments at W.S.S Kandizal
under CAPEX.

Subject:

Reference: This office ENIT No.:
Dated: 19-07-2021.

13 of 2021-22 S No.: 02

Due to technical error in BOQ please read:

Providing, Installation, testing & commissioning of horizontal pump as per the
following specification
1. PUMP:-

o Make: Wilo/Kirloskar/KSB

. Type : Horizontal split casing

. Speed : 1440 rpm or less

L Discharge 6000 GPH

. Dynamic Head: 30 Meters

L Efficiency >83%

. NPSHg < 2.5

Instead of this:

Providing, Installation, testing & commissioning of horizontal pump as per the
following specification

1. PUMP:-

. Make: Wilo/Kirloskar/KSB

o Type : Horizontal split casing

. Speed : 1440 rpm or less

. Discharge 6000 GPH

. Dynamic Head: 60 Meters

. Efficiency > 83%

. NPSHg < 2.5

The said tender is extended for 5 days i.e. 07/08/2021 (04:00
PM)

Inconvenience caused is regretted.

sd/-
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Mech. Division
South Awantipora

No:- JSD/PHE/MDSE/892
Dated: 02/08/2021

DIPK-5728/21

ADVERTISEMENT NOTIFICATION

Jammu & Kashmir Sports Council

Administrative Block Bakshi Stadium, Srinagar (May- October),
MA Stadium, Jummu J&K 180001 (Nov.-May),

E-mail: jkstatesportscouncil@gmail.com, activitysection.jkssc@gmail.com
Contact No: 0194-2311207, 0194-2310064 | 0191-2570423, 0191-2560771.

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION
CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
ELECTRIC DIVISION BUDGAM
E-mail:edbudgam@gmail.com | Tel No:01951-255218

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NIT No: EDB_43_of_2021_22 Dated:30/07/2021.

For and on behalf of the Government of UT of Jammu and Kashmir, e-Tenders, are hereby invited from govt.
approved Electrical Contractors for the Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning for Augmentation of
63kva & Improvement cum stabilization of HT/LT Network under District Capex Budget - accord of

administrative approval Order No.: 54 DDCB of 2021; Dated: 05/07/2021 for various sites under the jurisdiction
of ESD Chadoora of ED Budgam, KPDCL.

Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning for Augmentation of 63kva &
Improvement cum stabilization of HT/LT Network under District Capex Budget
- accord of administrative approval Order No.: 54 DDCB of 2021; Dated:
05/07/2021 for various sites under the jurisdiction of ESD Chadoora of ED
Budgam, KPDCL.

1. | Name of work(s)

2. | Estimated Cost INR 36.15 Lacs

Period for

completion of work. Within 15 days from the issue of Letter of Award

4) The prescribed eligibility criterla are the minimum and mere possession of the The tender document is available on website http:/jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or

Due to poor response of applicants for lefiover centres in response o iJ"l-"“_'OUF-
notification  dated: 05-02-2021, Applications through offline mode on prescrlt!ecl
format are again invited from domicile of J&K for engagement of past champion
Athletes as Coach/mentors in the following Sports disciplines at the Centres approved
by SAl under Khelo Indla District Leve| Centres to strengthen Sports ecosystem at the

same does not entitle applicant for engagement.

5) Candidates are advised that they should not furnish any particulars that are false
or suppress any material information. They are wamed that they should in no case
alter or otherwise temper with any entry in a document nor they should
submit/upload a tempered fabricated document which shall be dealt with in terms

download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the

details mentioned in the table below:

A | e-Bid document Publishing date & time

The e-Bid document to be published on website
https://jktenders.gov.in on 30/07/2021; 5:45 PM.

Name of Sports | Name of Sports Cantre |
Discipline = _l

of law. It will be mandatory for each past champion Athlete to register themselves B
as a Coach on the National Sports repository system (NSRS) portal of SAI

e-Bid document downloads start date & 30/07/2021; 5:45 PM.

e F o T === s adium Kerawa PP 30/07/2021; 5:45 PM.
1. | Budgam Football J gggrgl;m ium o @https/ fnsrs.kheloindia.govt.in to become eligible to apply for support under C | Clarifications start date > o
3 | Baramuiia olieybal 5.8,  Sports Stadium, the component. D | Clarifications end date 02/08/2021; 03:00 PM.
T W — [ ind mts:h?:m‘ﬂcxi 6) Past champion Athletes will be eligible f jmum remuneration of Rs. 3.00 acs e-Bid submission (start) date & time 02/08/2021; 03:00 PM.
| Nilandrus, i - >tes will be eligible for maxi issi f e- fee, EMD
puanieg - antoe ] per year subject to the condition that minimum number of trainees should not be E | (Submission of e-tender fee, and
5) 5 ntnag. s : - i i il
- i_lr;'.nu'x:l Kﬁ:ﬁ?:ﬁlir:\‘l.nkmrh. ag. less than 30 regular trainees on any given Sports discipline. e other supporting documents in PDF/XLS
% | Rtgam R i R | 7) Past champion Athlete will be eligible to avall fnancial assistance for N e-Bid submission (end) date & time 20/08/2021; 03:00 PM.
5. | Pulwama Korfoall ~ | Gports Stadium, Pulwama. Sports discipline to which that past champlon belongs to. However Cpaches wit (Submission of e-tender fee, EMD and
SN — e TSoms Siadium, Shopian | NIS certification could also be considered eligible. ! A ' .
i Yolere! s : e | 8) Each Centre must strive ta have equal ratio of male and femnale frainees. ik F | other supporting documents in PDF/XLS
7. | Kupwara IWoshu |Tndoor  Sports  Hall - 9) Identification of talent pool will be done by respective past chamIDFg:o bl format)
- Handwara, Kupwara. 3 i i iGNz he region/Divislona " N © N . .
| I consultation with the Regional Director, SAI of the region/ G | Online Technical e-bid opening date & time | 21/08/2021; 03:00 PM.
& [Samba | Tabletennis [ Indaor Sports Hall, Samba. of J&K Sports Council. s Colinall -and. tie
_ = — 10)The agreement/MOU will be entered between J&K Spo . Venue of opening of technical & financial e-| : .
o T e TS ‘| Indoor Sports Hall, Bilawar, proponent before start of coaching. ) H Bids Office of Executive Engineer, ED Budgam.
i0. | Udhampur Football ;f.ia?él:%'mad_lum Udrampur. | 11)The Khelo India Centre, Sub Scheme would be run for a pr_‘.rlud of 4 years
10: | Heharapur i ' | coinciding with the Olympic Cycle and Coterminous with Khelo India Scheme. I | Cost of e-Bid document INR 1000.00
_ O S g ympic Cy ;
i TRes | 'wresting Indoor Sports Hall, Reas|. 12)Minimum academic qualification should riot be less than matric. ) ) -
11. | Reas ; S 13)Criteria for selection of candidates for engagement as coach/mentor will be carried J | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit INR 72300.00
Football Sports Stadlum, Reasl. 1 4 : )
e —t — orte Shad Daoda. out on following basis: - . . " P . . :
Doda Football ‘ Sports Stadium, l 4 1. Bidders/tenderers are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this

10 points. SBD shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms
Field,  Chatroo, fi.  Senior National/Khelo India Games Medallist : 07 points(G-7, 5-6 & B-5)
Medal at All India Inter University Leyel: 05 points (G-5, 5-4, B-3)

Participation in Senlor National/Khelo India Games: - 03 points.

Kt and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications.
Kishtwar, )

| Flaying Field, Banihal, | jii.

| Ramban. iv.

Sports Stadium, Rajouri. |

Kho-Kha

N

[ Volieyball The bidder/tenderer needs to submit the cost of e-Bid document in the government treasury and

| Ramban

upload the challan/receipt as proof of cost of tender document. Any tender uploaded without the

scanned copy of the challan/receipt is liable to be rejected. No demand Draft shall be accepted.

Rajouri

— — T B) Educational Qualification: -

‘ 1 A) Sports Achievements:
5. Gshwar | Yoga B Tndoor Sports Hall, Kishtwar. . International Medalllst/Participation:
14,
15.

The applicants who fulfil the following eligibility criteria shall apply on the a) Post-Graduation: - 05 points. 3. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR from any
prescribed format duly supportied by toaching experience, Sports achievements, b)  Graduation: - 03 points. Schedule Commercial bank only pledged to the Executive Engineer, ED Budgam. No Interest would be
F_!E?G.F!micfmchnu al qualification certificates, 1.0 & address proof:- € 10+ 2; - 02 points. payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department.

o T . = — ic: - int. L . . . . .
S:Z‘r-;erence Individual Sports Team Sports d) Matric: - 01 poin Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD is required to be submitted by the successful bidder
I - hi .4 ience: - X . . . .
17 preference | Represented india at facognized | Represented Thdia at - to the office of Executive Engineer, ED Budgam prior to the issuance of Letter of award only.
International competition under | recognized International | a) 0D yeRp =R PRI
recognized NSF/Association of | competition under p) 03 years: - 03 points. 4. The technical e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder/tenderer’s representatives,

respective Sport. recognized NSF/Association

e of respective Sport. |

2™ preference | Medal winner at Senjor National | Part of medal winning team )
Past championship conducted | at  Senior National past
by recognized NSF championship conducted by
OR recognized NSF

c) 02 years: - 02 points. who choose to attend at the venue, date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent

01 year: - 01 point. day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. Only those tenders shall be considered for
evaluation who have deposited the earnest money and tender cost.

chni: alifi

a) NIS Dipfoma: - 10 Points. 5. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids of the technically responsive bids shall be notified on
| Medal winner at Khelo India | OR ) . . . L . L )
part of medal winning team b)  NIS Certificate Course: - 03 points. Web Site https://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the technically qualified bidder/tenderers

| Games
| at Khelo India Games.

T — e LRI T oirning mean automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.
Medal winner at National AIU | Part of medal winning team
Past champlonship at  Mational ATU past
| championship

4" preference | Represented State In Senior | Represented State in Senior

i_3ia—-prerere nce

E} Interview /Viva: - 20 points.

o

The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning

) any reason thereof if any major lapse/deviation is found. The decision of department will be final and
In case of ta, highet sports achlavwements of the candidate shall be given

National Past Championships | National Past Championships | 3 f binding.
reference. Mext priority : i/t Chnie i Howed by senjarity ©
conducted by recognized NSF | conducted by recognized : = Fc: :-e kmc ﬂrmr!h to acagemic/technical gualification. faflo
OR Participation in Khelo India | NSF OR Participation in o kg thetle, 7. Corrigendum, if any would be published on the website.
L | Games = | Khelo India Games, | L4 The prescribed application forms shail be available on Offical web'-:;z of &K 8. In no case shall the hard copy of the BOQ submitted with the Techno-Commercial bidder which shall
Sports Council viz o e il fi 2Znd of August, 2021 ORwWArds. . . . i . . i .
Terms and conditions:= e 2 —— lead to rejection of the bid. Price Bid shall be uploaded only in the BOQ format provided online.
= The documents alongwith application form should reach in the office O
1) The maximum age on the last date of receipt of application should be 40 years. Secretary, J&K Sports Council, New Administrative Blocky Bakshi Stadium, Sf'ﬂagﬂ'si-;ll"
However relaxation shall be accorded in deserving cases upto 01 year subject to or hefare 23-08-2021 upto 4.00 P.M. Any query for the pu a:;;;;"lg'l:ﬂin: 9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
condition that candidate has represented in recognized International Competitions. Jahangir Mir or Mr. Sahil Chopra on contact no: - -\!3- -
2) Incomplete application forms without requisite documents shall not be 9086625103 during office hours. ‘ L"' e Executive Engineer
entertained. _ DIPK-NB-2220/21 CHRETARY P
3) The engagement is purely temporary and shall nol confer any right for Electric Division Budgam.

SE
(ﬂw SPORTS COUN@
¥ 2

Noi - SC/3767 Rect— 13
Dated: - o5 _ & 4|

regularization.

No: EDB/3577-80 DIPK-NB-2227/21
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Sebi Exempts J&K Govt From
Making Open Offer In J&K
Bank Share Acquisition Case

NEW DELHI: Markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday exempted the
Jammu and Kashmir government
from making an open offer to the
shareholders of Jammu and Kash-
mir Bank following a proposed
equity infusion that would hike
the promoter stake by 6.06 per
cent in the lender.

The directive comes after Sebi
received an application from the
bank on behalf of its promoter,
the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir, seeking exemption from
the open offer obligation arising
under SAST (Substantial Acqui-
sition of Shares and Takeovers)
norms due to the proposed acqui-
sition.

The government of Jammu &
Kashmir is infusing a capital up
to Rs 500 crore towards equity
infusion or recapitalization of the
bank against allotment of equity
shares.

The bank will allot 16,76,72,702
equity shares at Rs 29.82 apiece.

During the financial year 2021-
22, post the preferential allot-
ment, the proposed acquirer's
shareholding will increase from
68.18 per cent to 74.24 per cent
ie, a change of 6.06 per cent,
which is in excess of 5 per cent of

the equity paid up capital of the
bank, thereby attracting the pro-
vision of the Takeover Regulation.

In its order, Sebi said there will
be no change in control of Jammu
and Kashmir Bank following pro-
posed acquisition as the change
will only be in the quantum of
holding the shares by the govern-
ment who in fact is the promoter
of the bank and will remain pro-
moter and entity in control of the
lender.

The bank, pursuant to the com-
pletion of the proposed Acquisi-
tion, will however remain com-
pliant with the minimum public
shareholding requirement of 25
per cent.

Sebi, further, said the infusion
of additional capital by the gov-
ernment is stated to be utilized to
improve the capital adequacy and
to fund general business needs of
the bank.

Accordingly, the regulator has
granted "exemption to the pro-
posed acquirer, viz., the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir, from
complying with the requirements
of the Takeover Regulations with
respect to the proposed acquisi-
tion of 6.06 per cent equity shares
in J&K Bank in 2021-22.

New ATM Rules Take
Effect; Interchange Fee
Increased By Rs 2

Agenceis

The Reserve Bank of India's new
directions on raising interchange
fee and making available the facil-
ity of bulk clearing round the clock
have become effective from Sun-
day onwards.

The RBI in June raised the in-
terchange fee for financial trans-
actions from Rs 15 to Rs 17, while
for non-financial transactions the
increase was done from Rs 5 to Rs
6. These new rates have become
applicable from August 1, 2021, as
per the RBI's direction.

An interchange fee is a fee
charged by banks to the merchant
who processes a credit card or
debit card payment. Besides, Na-
tional Automated Clearing House
(NACH) has been made available
on all days of the week, effective
August 1, 2021.

NACH, a bulk payment system
operated by the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India (NPCI)
facilitates one-to-many credit
transfers such as payment of divi-
dend, interest, salary and pension.

It also facilitates collection of
payments pertaining to electric-
ity, gas, telephone, water, peri-
odic instalments towards loans,
investments in mutual funds and
insurance premium.

During the bi-monthly mon-
etary policy review in June, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das had
announced that in order to fur-
ther enhance the convenience
of customers, the NACH will be
available on all days of the week.

The facility was available only
when banks were open, usually
between Monday to Friday. Auto-
debit instructions given by the
bank account holder were not
processed on days the bank were
closed like Sundays, bank holidays
and even gazetted holidays. Fur-
ther, since most companies use
NACH for salary credits these also
did not happen on bank holidays.

Meanwhile, ICICI Bank has re-
vised charges for cash withdraw-
als from ATMs, cheque books and
other financial transactions from
August 1. The revised charges will
be applicable for domestic sav-
ings account holders including
salary accounts.

Navin Asks SKUAST-
To Prioritise Research
On Farmer Issues

p WORKSHOP ON
2= PROMOTING ORGANIC FARMING
N JAMMU AND _kvgsumm

ECHNOLDGY DF KASHMIR

Wenue: Kund Ry

iy

KO NEWS DESK

entrepreneur and also encourage
value addition of low volume-high
value products.

On the occasion, Vice Chancel-
lor SKUAST (K) complimented the
Principal Secretary for his active
role in conceptualizing this work-
shop in order to make the dream of
organic farming a reality in the UT.

He apprised the Principal Secre-
tary that the university is working
in close coordination with the de-
partment for mapping different dis-
tricts in order to revise the organic
map in the UT so that One District
One Product is identified for its fur-
ther promotion and branding.

The Vice Chancellor highlighted
that the recommendations of this
workshop will not be merely an
academic exercise but a plan to
be implemented on the ground.
He informed that the syllabus of
organic farming has been devised
and handed over to department of
education for incorporation in the
school curcurriculum.

On the occasion Director Agricul-
ture Kashmir Chowdhary M. Igbal
expressed gratitude to the Principal
Secretary AP&FWD for his efforts in
notifying two organic certification
agencies for the UT and devising pro-
grams for strengthening the Organic
farming. He desired that this work
shop shall be helpful for farmers and
entrepreneurs to learn standards of
organic farming from the experts/

scientists across the country.

Director General Horticulture,
Aijaz Ahmad Bhat, while speak-
ing during the workshop, stressed
on augmenting organic input pro-
duction to reduce dependence on
chemical fertilizers and termed the
workshop a good beginning.

Earlier prominent progressive
farmers, Bharat Bhushan Tyagi
(Padmashri Awardee), Masarat and
Irshad Ahmad Dar spoke about the
opportunities of organic farming and
identified issues pertaining to FPO’s,
Package of Practices and augment-
ing vermin compost units across the
UT to promote soil health and liveli-
hoods. They hoped that this work-
shop will be a platform to learn and
earn from organic farming.

During the technical session of
the workshop deliberations were
made upon the opportunities and
challenges and devising policy
guide lines for promoting organic
farming in JK encompassing the
transition process, production to
marketing, value chain as well as is-
sues related to certification.

The workshop was attended by
Galaxy of scientists, National advi-
sory within and outside UT, Director
Extension, Director Research, Deans
of Faculties, Registrar, Directors of
Development Department, Scien-
tists, Joint Directors, District Officers,
National/ Local Farmer and budding
entrepreneurs in organic farming.

SRINAGAR: The two days workshop
on promotion of organic farming
in Jammu and Kashmir was today
inaugurated by Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Production & Farmers
Welfare Department (AP&FWD),
Navin Kumar Choudhary in pres-
ence of Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K,
Prof. JP Sharma here.

The workshop is being organized
by SKUAST(K) in collaboration with
Agriculture Production & Farmers
Welfare Department Kashmir with an
aim to develop a frame work for pro-
moting organic farming system in J&K.

Speaking on the occasion, Prin-
cipal Secretary AP&FWD, laid
stress that scientists and officers of
the department should develop a
mechanism for inculcating organic
culture among the farming com-
munity. He informed that hard tar-
gets have to be kept for next 3 years
in order to make transition towards
organic agriculture. He added that
marketing and packaging along
with regress certification in organic
products have to be undertaken
to facilitate promotion of organic
farming at grass root level.

The Principal Secretary asked the
scientists of the university to prior-
itize the research based on farmer
issues. He further asked them to
work in an integrated manner in
order to convert farmer into agri-

RapiPay Launches Aadhaar-Enabled
Payment Service, Mlcro ATMs In Kashmlr

Agenceis

SRINAGAR: Fintech firm RapiPay
on Tuesday announced expansion
of its presence in Kashmir with the
launch of Aadhaar-enabled payment
system (AEPS) and micro ATM here.

The company claimed that it has
become the first Indian company to
start assisted payments services like
AEPS and micro ATM here.

“RapiPay becomes the first Indi-
an company to start assisted pay-
ments services like Aadhaar En-
abled Payment System (AEPS) and
Micro ATM in Srinagar. RapiPay has
also become the first Indian com-
pany to install Micro ATMs on Dal
Lake’s shops,” the company said in
arelease.

The expansion is in line with
Jammu & Kashmir's high demand
for banking services like ATM and
domestic remittance for its under-
banked population, the company said.

It said Jammu and Kashmir has
around 25 lakh beneficiaries of Jan
Dhan account which includes 15
lakh beneficiaries who possess a

\_)'I_'zsmﬂ.‘{ Ao

__9 Rttdmars

Debit / ATM Card.

“The potential market of Micro
ATM and AEPS in the state is ap-
proximately Rs 1,800 crore. RapiPay
is targeting 60 per cent share of
this market by installing 10,000 Mi-
cro ATM machines this fiscal year
through its Direct Business Outlets
(DBOs),” it added.

The company said these DBOs
will be it's business correspondent or
agents and they will earn commission
on the banking and financial transac-
tions they provide through RapiPay.

RapiPay plans to have over 15,000

new DBOs in the region over the
next one year, said Yogendra Kashy-
ap, Managing Director and Founder
of RapiPay Fintech.

The company said the number of
ATMs in Kashmir are far and few. Ad-
joining areas like Harwan, Khimber,
Dara and inner areas of Dal Lake —
Golden Lake and Nigeen Lake — are
without an ATM for years.

“RapiPay entry into the valley will
ensure that the local population gets
cash withdrawal and other banking
services near their house through its
DBOs,” it added.

BUSINESS

‘World Applauding India’s
Fintech Sector’: PM Modi
At Launch Of 'e-RUPI’

LI

PREPAID e VOUCHER

Agenceis

ne person, one payment,
Oone electronic  voucher:
The promise of the E-RUPI
launched by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday is to sim-
plify and secure the process of
Direct Beneficiary Transfer (DBT).
“E-RUPI vouchers are purpose-
specific. It will ensure that the ben-
efits of the voucher are availed for
the service it is meant for,” PM Modi
said at the virtual launch on Monday.
E-RUPI will function via an SMS
string or QR code which can be
sent to the beneficiary’s phone and
which will be redeemable at des-
ignated centres. There will be no
need for any physical interface Ike
adebit or credit card, mobile bank-
ing application, or anything else.
The users of this seamless one-
time payment mechanism will
be able to redeem the voucher
without a card, digital payments
app or internet banking access, at
the merchants accepting e-RUPL
e-RUPI would be shared with the
beneficiaries for a specific purpose
or activity by organizations or
Government via SMS or QR code.
"This contactless e-RUPI is
easy, safe and secure as it keeps
the details of the beneficiaries
completely confidential," the Na-
tional Payments Corporation of
India says on its website. "The en-
tire transaction process through
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this voucher is relatively faster
and at the same time reliable, as
the required amount is already
stored in the voucher," it said.

"e-RUPI voucher will play a
role in boosting digital transac-
tions and DBT in the country.
This will help everyone in tar-
geted, transparent and leakage
free delivery," PM Modi said.

"Not only government but if a
non-government organisation wants
to support anyone in their education
or medical treatment, then they can
use e-RUPI instead of giving cash.
This will assure that the amount do-
nated is being used only for the said
work," the prime minister added.

To begin with the e-Rupi facility
is available for health services and
will be expanded to other segments.

"Today the country is giving a
new dimension to digital gover-
nance. e-RUPIvoucher is going to
play a huge role in making digital
transactions, and DBT more effec-
tive. This will help everyone in tar-
geted, transparent and leakage-free
delivery," the Prime Minister said.

“India is showing the world
it is not behind in adopting new
technology,” he said. With grow-
ing interest in cryptocurrencies from
governments across the world, Rajeev
Mantri of Navam Capital tweeted ask-
ing if e-RUPI could be considered a
“non-fungible (rupee) token that can
beissued distributed by Government
of India as well as private entities?”

Fuel Prices Remain Static
For 17 Consecutive Days

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The oil marketing
companies (OMC) continued to
pause fuel price revision for the
seventeenth consecutive day on
Tuesday, the longest period in
weeks, as wait and watch con-
tinues amidst fluctuating global
crude prices.

Accordingly, in the national
capital, petrol continues to be
sold for Rs 101.84 per litre, while
diesel is also being sold at the un-
changed price of Rs 89.87 a litre
on Tuesday. The pump price of
fuel has been static since July 18.

One of the main reasons for
pause in fuel price rise is an over
10 per cent fall seen in global oil

prices with benchmark crude
sliding to $69 a barrel earlier last
month. It, however, rose again to
over $75 a barrel on strong de-
mand projections but has softened
again around $72 a barrel now.

With OPEC reaching an agree-
ment to raise crude production,
oil prices are expected to remain
soft. This could make way for fuel
prices in India to actually fall after
along interval.

In the city of Mumbai, where
petrol prices crossed Rs 100 mark
for the first time ever on May 29,
the fuel price is at Rs 107.83 per li-
tre. Diesel price in the city is also at
Rs 9745, the highest among metros.

Petrol prices in all metros have
now crossed Rs 100 per litre mark.

Amazon, Microsoft,
Google Grab 63% of $42
Bn Cloud Infra Market

Agenceis

e enterprise spending on
I cloud infrastructure servic-
es reached $42 billion in the
second quarter (Q2), increased
by $2.7 billion from the previous
quarter and up 39 per cent from
the second quarter of 2020, ac-
cording to a new report.

Amazon's worldwide mar-
ket share nudged back up to 33
per cent. Microsoft and Google
accounted for another 30 per
cent of the market and the next
20 cloud providers combined
had a 28 per cent market share,
the data from Synergy Research
Group showed.

"This market continues to
be a runaway success story for
Amazon, Microsoft, Google and
some other cloud providers.
You would not normally expect
to see growth rates actually in-
creasing in such a huge and rap-
idly developing market, yet once
again that is what our research
has shown," said John Dinsdale,
a Chief Analyst at Synergy Re-
search Group.

Amazon, Microsoft and
Google in aggregate are typically
investing over $25 billion in ca-
pex per quarter, much of which
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is going towards building and
equipping their fleet of over 340
hyperscale data centres.

"There remains a wealth of
opportunity for smaller, more
focused cloud providers, but it
can be hard to look away from
the eye-popping numbers com-
ing out of the big three," Dins-
dale said in a statement.

For the fourth succes-
sive quarter, the year-on-year
growth rate increased, which is
unusual for such a large, high-
growth market.

In previous quarters, Micro-
soft and Google had been slowly
gaining ground on Amazon,
but after achieving 10 per cent
growth from the previous quar-
ter, Amazon's worldwide mar-
ket share nudged back up to 33
per cent, the report noted.

Public TaaS and PaaS services
account for the bulk of the mar-
ket and those grew by 41 per
cent in Q2.

"The dominance of the major
cloud providers is even more
pronounced in public cloud,
where the top five control 80 per
cent of the market. Geographi-
cally, the cloud market continues
to grow strongly in all regions of
the world," the report informed.

Inkishaf

Troubled Waters
of Doodhgangd.

Watch to know more in this
episode of Inkishaf on
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States Empowered To Release
Prisoners After 14 Years Of
Jail Term Under CrPC: SC
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However, the top court said if
the prisoner has not undergone
14 years or more of actual im-
prisonment, the Governor has
the power under Article 161 of
the Constitution to grant par-
dons, reprieves, respites and
remissions of punishment or to
suspend, remit or commute the
sentence on the aid and advice
of the state government and this
authority de-hors the restric-
tions imposed under CrPC.

The observations were made
by a bench of justices Hemant
Gupta and A S Bopanna in a
judgement by which it set aside
the May 12, 2020 verdict of a
single judge bench of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.

The apex court upheld the
Haryana's policy of August 13,
2008 on power to release pris-
oners by the state government,
saying it was issued in exercise of
powers conferred under CrPC and
in supersession of earlier order.

The earlier policy cannot be
put at a higher pedestal than
the policy of 2008 for the reason
that it seeks approval from the
Governor, it held.

Under the 2008 policy, the
case of premature release is be-
ing considered by the state gov-
ernment and individual cases
are not required to be put up be-
fore the Governor as envisaged
under earlier policy. The high
court had directed the Haryana
government to consider the fea-
sibility of drafting a fresh policy
on premature release of prison-
ers particularly in respect of ex-
ercise of powers conferred under
Article 161 (power of governor
to grant pardon, reprieves etc) of
the Constitution.

It had said the state may also
consider the feasibility of hav-
ing a policy with retrospective
operation, provided the same
does not lead to discrimination
amongst substantial number of
identically situated prisoners.

The high court had observed
that till framing of the policy, the
state government can exercise
its powers under CrPC in terms
of its policy of August 13, 2008
while strictly adhering to the re-
strictions imposed under CrPC.

We find that the directions
issued by the High Court are
not sustainable for the reason
that the policies have to be read

keeping in view the period of
imprisonment undergone by a
prisoner.

The power of remission is
to be exercised by the State
Government, as an appropriate
Government, if the prisoner has
undergone 14 years of actual im-
prisonment in the cases falling
within the scope of Section 433-A
of the Code and in case the impris-
onment is less than 14 years, the
power of premature release can be
exercised by the Governor though
on the aid and advice of the State
Government, the bench said.

Consequently, the directions
issued by the learned Single
Bench are not sustainable and
are hereby set aside, it held.

Justice Gupta, writing the
judgement for the bench, dis-
cussed the relevant provisions
of CrPC and the Constitution
and said that section 433-A of
the Code starts with a clause
restricting the right of the gov-
ernment, to suspend the sen-
tence of imprisonment for life
imposed on conviction of a
person for an offence for which
death is one of the punishments
provided by law, that such per-
son shall not be released from

prison unless he has served at
least 14 years of imprisonment.

Therefore, the power of the
appropriate Government to re-
lease a prisoner after serving
14 years of actual imprison-
ment is vested with the State
Government, it said, adding the
Governor is not bound by any
such restrictions, but he will
have to act on the aid and advice
of the state government.

The top court referred to sev-
eral policies, issued in 1988, 1991,
2000, 2002 and 2008, of the
Haryana on release of prisoners
and agreed with the submissions
of the government that they have
been issued from time to time
and the later policy has supersed-
ed the earlier one. So there was no
hiatus when a policy of prema-
ture release was not in operation
or at any given point of time, the
two polices were operational, the
state government said.

The policy dated August 13,
2008 has been issued in exer-
cise of powers conferred under
CrPC and in supersession of
Government Memorandum of
April 12,2002 and all other poli-
cies, it said, adding that the pol-
icy of 2008 is a statutory policy .
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'Edge’ Of Warfare In Afghanistan Will Be
Deeply Felt Not Just In Neighbourhood But
Well Beyond If Left Unattended : Jaishankar
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NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday
warned that the "edge" of the
warfare in Afghanistan, if left
unattended, will be deeply
felt not just in that country's
neighbourhood but well be-
yond, and emphasised that
legitimacy cannot be derived
from mass violence, brutal in-
timidation or covert agendas,

In an address at the in-
augural session of BRICS
academic forum, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
also said that the warfare in
Afghanistan has "sharpened
the challenge" of terrorism
and therefore, all stakehold-
ers are in the quest for a clear,
coordinated and undifferenti-
ated response to terrorism.

In his virtual address, he
said structural inertia, com-
petitive gridlocks, uneven
resourcing and skewed navi-
gation have disadvantaged
the multilateral institutions,
resulting in certain "gaps".

"Terrorism thrives in some
of these gaps. Its nursery
lies in conflict-ridden spaces
made fertile for radicalisation
by malign players, includ-
ing states. The transition in
Afghanistan that we are see-
ing today and the warfare
that has yet again been forced

upon its people has sharpened
this challenge.

"Left unattended, its edge
will be deeply felt not just in
Afghanistan's neighbourhood but
well beyond," the minister said.

"We are therefore all stake-
holders in the quest for a
clear, coordinated and undif-
ferentiated response to ter-
rorism. In the 21st century,
legitimacy cannot be derived
from mass violence, brutal
intimidation or covert agen-
das. Representation, inclusion,
peace and stability are inextri-
cably linked," he added.

The Taliban has been mak-
ing rapid advances across
Afghanistan by resorting to
widespread violence since the
US began withdrawing its troops
on May 1. The US has already
pulled back the majority of its
forces and is looking to complete
the drawdown by August 31.

Jaishankar also called for
reform of the multilateral in-
stitutions saying an "updat-
ing and recalibration" of the
post-World War Il multilateral
architecture cannot be post-
poned any further.

The pandemic and the nor-
mative breakdown in its wake
have "rudely" reminded us
that institutions built to tackle
problems of the 1940s desper-
ately need to be upgraded and

made fit-for-purpose for our
century, he said.

He said an expansion of
the permanent membership
of the UN Security Council is
a necessary ingredient but by
itself, it is not sufficient.

"Multilateral ~institutions
have been disadvantaged by
structural inertia, competitive
gridlocks, uneven resourcing
and skewed navigation. The
proliferation of new and small-
er platforms, including of plu-
rilateral and regional groups,
is, therefore, a response to such
felt gaps,” he said.

"BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-
China-South Africa) itself was
actually among the earliest
in this regard. Too often, we
obsess with one or the other
response; more effort and ac-
tion is actually required to fill
the gaps,” Jaishankar said.

On dealing with COVID-19,
he talked about the imbalance
between the emphasis on intel-
lectual property rights in the
pharmaceutical industry and
the meeting of public health
goals. Left untouched, the cur-
rent practices will only delay
the elimination of the pandem-
ic by several years, he said, and
added that "this is simply not
acceptable. But beyond health
is a larger economic lesson for
the world from the pandemic.”
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‘Marvelous’ Elsewhere

There’s so much to learn from the internet and
I'd be stupid to not use this to my advantage. The
courses were really good and informative. Some of
them even allow practical exercises.

SachinTantry, Bengaluru (Karnataka)

Online learning was an interesting experi-
ence when everything is happening online. The
best part was—there was no attendance prob-
lem, and I could watch these sessions whenev-
er | had free time and even watch it repeatedly.

E-learning is good and equally the new nor-
mal. And this new normal has already opened
so many learning opportunities for me.

Ryan Jena, Rayagada (Odisha)

A world without internet is like a world
without meaning. [ say this because of the pro-
gressively rushing world around me. I've been
taking up workshops online, ever since the
lockdown has commenced.

The pandemic gave us all enough time to ret-
rospect and I've been working on myself — as a
budding writer, photographer and a self-taught
musician.

Monisha Phukan, Jonai (Assam)

I've been highly inclined towards art and
music ever since I remember. I guess I get this
from my mother. She’s a professional Bihu
dancer in Assam. It’s really difficult to get any
online classes or courses which teach you art,
painting, doodling.

But fortunately, [ came across an
InstagramLive session by ShikhaKarn, founder
of Artistick. She drew like magic and I couldn’t
resist but joined.

[ learnt to doodle and paint in those online
sessions by her. It was a great experience. I'm
very happy that I took it. Now, my house looks
more ‘Artistick’ than ever.

Prithviraj Kulkarni, Ranebennur (Karnataka)

With the digital platform paving the avenue
in the structural educational sector, seldom did
any of us harbour a thought of whether or not
we would be able to make full use of the re-
sources this platform would offer.

As a student, I was exposed to the idea of on-
line educational programs. Sure enough there
were enticing courses and materials that one,
sitting in any corner of the world, could ben-
efit from with a mere click of a button. But that
is more of an idealistic vision. There wasn’'t a
concrete effort to harness this vision with
real-time resources, but that was only until
Covid-19 bulldozed its way into this paradigm.

What transpired next was the obvious para-
digm shift, as everything that was jotted on a
piece of paper was now being pitched as the
central idea.

At the outset, | found online learning to be
intimidating, but it wasn't too late that [ found
comfort in the supposed pedagogical revolu-
tion that was taking place.

The routes I have established through online
sessions have done wonders and helped me
learn more finely. Internet coupled with tra-
ditional pedagogy is helping students like me
tap into the recesses we always aspired to work
with.

Cop, Civilian

through Miskeen Bagh and Kaw Mohalla.

They said that the militant attack also
prompted a security alert at the Shiraz
Cinema camp, housing the paramilitary CRPF.
Witnesses said that CRPF deployed additional
men atop the erstwhile cinema to keep a check
on suspected persons.

Soon after the militant attack, additional re-
inforcements of police and CRPF reached the
area. The joint team also searched the lane
through which militants are believed to have
carried out the attack. Passersby, mostly young
boys, were also frisked by the joint team.

Medical  Superintendent =~ SMHS,  Dr
Kanwaljeet Singh told Kashmir Observer that
the policeman had received a single gunshot
injury in his left side of the chest.

“He has been operated upon. His condition is

stable,” Singh added.

Meanwhile, in a statement issued here this
evening, a police spokesperson said that pre-
liminary investigation has revealed that mili-
tants had fired upon the party of Police Station
Khanyar near Shiraz Chowk area of Srinagar.

In this incident, he said, one policeman and a
civilian sustained bullet injuries and were im-
mediately shifted to hospital for the treatment.
The condition of both the injured is stated to
be stable.

“Police has registered a case in this regard
under relevant sections of law. Investigation
is in progress and officers continue to work
to establish the circumstances which lead to
this terror crime. Area has been cordoned off
and search in the area is going on,” the police
spokesperson said.

Pertinently, today’s attack comes a day af-
ter police released a list of ten wanted mili-
tants, including seven old ones and three new
recruits.

Pakistani Militant

militants there, a police official said.

He said the search operation turned into an
encounter after the militants opened fire on
the forces, who retaliated.

He identified the slain as Babar Ali who had
managed to escape from the Shokbaba en-
counter site on July 24.

Ali was a resident of Ugada district of Punjab
in Pakistan and his body was retrieved from the
site of the encounter.

Three militants of the LeT, including Sharik
Altaf, were killed in the Shokbaba encounter.

However, the official said, Ali had managed
to escape from the site and was being continu-
ously tracked thereafter.

After pinpointing his presence in the
Chandaji forest area on Tuesday, an operation
was launched by the security forces, the official
said.

Incriminating materials, arms and ammuni-
tion, including an AK-rifle, two AK-Magazines,
40 AK-rounds, a pouch, a wireless set and a
medicine bag were recovered from the site of
the encounter, the official said.

He said Inspector General of Police of
Kashmir Vijay Kumar has congratulated the
joint team of police and security forces for
successfully tracking down the terrorist and
conducting operation in a professional manner
without any collateral damage .(PTI)

Army Chopper

carrying out the search operation and the
picture will be clear in next four to five hours,
he added.

The exact place of the crash has been iden-
tified and some floating material has been re-
covered, the SSP said, stressing that it is a huge
lake and the operation will take time.

The depth of the crash site has been mea-
sured to be over 200 feet.

As per the unconfirmed reports, the chopper
belonged to the 254 Army Aviation Squadron
and had taken off from Mamun cantonment
and it came down during low-level sortie when
it lost control.

Eyewitnesses said the chopper was flying
over the lake and suddenly it came down and
crashed into the water with a loud thud.

It was a Dhruv chopper, which crashed at
Purthu area in Basohli in the lake area, they
said.

According to reports, two people were on
board.

During the search operation, a helmet, two
big size bags, one shoe and some helicopter
parts were recovered.

6 CFVs Along

following scheduled talks between the
Directors General of Military Operations of
India and Pakistan over hotline, a joint state-
ment was issued on February 25,2021 in which
both India and Pakistan agreed to the strict
observance of all agreements, understandings
and ceasefire along the Line of Control and all
other sectors with effect from the February 24-
25 midnight 2021.

While there were 380 incidents of ceasefire

violations in January and 278 in February, there
was not a single incident of ceasefire violation
in March, just one in April, three in May and
two in June.

The minister said immediate and effective
retaliation by the Indian Army and the BSF
personnel is carried out during instances of
unprovoked firings and ceasefire violations by
Pakistan along the Line of Control (LoC) and the
International Border (IB).

Rai said the government’s consistent posi-
tion has been that India desires normal neigh-
bourly relations with Pakistan and is commit-
ted to addressing issues, if any, bilaterally and
peacefully in an atmosphere free of terror, hos-
tility and violence.

The onus is on Pakistan to create such a con-
ducive atmosphere by taking credible, verifi-
able and irreversible action to not allow any
territory under its control to be used for cross-
border terrorism against India in any manner.

India and Pakistan continue to maintain reg-
ular channels of communication through the
respective High Commissions and other estab-
lished mechanisms, he said. PTI

Kashmir To Receive

as many as ten people, while 19 are still
missing.

“There are no warnings of cloudbursts and
flash-floods in J&K during the two day wet
spell but it's better if the people living in the
far-flung and mountainous regions stay alert,”
Ahmed said.

As per the IMD official, the department has
four colour-coded warnings based on the in-
tensity of an extreme weather and on the basis
of it, the department places the valley in an as-
cending order of green, yellow, orange and red.

“Earlier, during the last week’s flash-floods,
J&K was placed at an orange level but it has
now been placed at the yellow level that warns
people to stay alert as the inclement weather
may lead to Landslides and Flash floods,” he
said.

ACB Exposes

ARTO Office Anantnag,” the ACB spokesper-
son said.

Moreover, he said, some applicants who
appeared for driving test revealed that they
had paid bribe for issuance of driving licenses
through agents and touts for board members
of ARTO Office.

“It was found that the officer/officials of
ARTO office Anantnag, for their ulterior mo-
tives were conducting both driving test trials
and fitness test of vehicle in hasty manner just
to accommodate the applicants recommend by
touts/agents,” the ACB spokesperson said.

“In addition, social, networking chats have
been found amongst the touts and ARTO offi-
cials wherein candidate application numbers
alongwith the name of touts have been for-
warded to the officials for issuance of certifi-
cate/licenses,” he added.

Accordingly, the ACB spokesperson said that
a case FIR no. 4/2021 was registered at the ACB
Police Station Anantnag against the accused.

He further said that during investigation,
search warrants were obtained from the Anti
corruption court Anantnag and searches
conducted at the residences of ARTO Shabir
Ahmad in Qazigund, Motor Vehicle Inspectors
Shahid Mehboob at D.XK. Marg Kulgam,
Manzoor Ahmad at Bemina and Asif Amin at
Sanat Nagar, Srinagar.

“Moreover, the residential houses/ shops
of touts/ agents including Khalid Hakim at
Qazibagh Anantnag, Mubarak Bhat at Laisoo
Gudder Kulgam, Zahoor Ahmad at Sarnal
Anantnag, Aijaz Wagey at Khanbal Anantnag,
Nadeem Ahmad alias Nadeem Photostat at
Anantnag, Farooq Mir- Nazrana Photosat near DC
office Anantnag were searched, the ACB. “During
searches various incriminating documents were
seized,” the Bureau spokesperson said.

He added that further investigation of the
case was going on.

Oppn Leaders

NCP, Shiv Sena, CPI-M, CPI, RJD and
Samajwadi Party attended the meeting.

Leaders of JMM, JKNC besides IUML, RSP,
KCM and RSP were also present at the meeting.

Trinamool Congress, which had skipped the
last meeting of Opposition leaders by Gandhi,
was also present at today’s breakfast meet.

Besides Gandhi, senior Congress leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
KC Venugopal and Jairam Ramesh were present
at the meeting.

The meeting comes amid continued standoff
between the opposition and the government
over the Pegasus snooping issue with the op-
position demanding a discussion in Parliament
and a Supreme Court monitored probe in the
matter.

The government is, however, saying that this
is a non-issue and does not want it to be dis-
cussed in Parliament.

Leaders of 17 opposition parties were in-
vited at the breakfast meeting, but the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
did not attend.

Kharge said leaders of various parties have
been invited for the meeting and are expected
to discuss issues like Pegasus, farmers’ matter,
and the need for a joint Parliament strategy.

“Nobody in the government is listening. So
we have decided to get together. The opposi-
tion is united and we are all together,” Kharge
said at the meeting.

Among the leaders who attended the meet-
ing were Kalyan Banerjee, Mohua Moitra
(TMC), Sanjay Raut and Priyanka Chaturvedi
(Shiv Sena), Manoj Jha (RJD), Kanimozhi (DMK)
and Ram Gopal Yadav (SP). PTI

MPs Panel

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Border Security
Force (BSF),” the communication reads.

The majority of the members of the commit-
tee are from the ruling BJP.

As many as 14 leaders including Congress’
Ghulam Nabi Azad, National Conference’s
Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah; PDP’s
Mehbooba Mufti and J-K Apni Party’s Altaf
Bukhari attended the meeting with Prime
Minister Modi.

Most of the leaders in the meeting had raised
the issue of restoration of statehood.

MMU Concerned

deliberations with the Muslim Personal Law
Board, senior MMU member and J-K’s Grand
Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam said a unanimous resolu-
tion was passed, seeking the release of Mirwaiz
as well as others detained since August 2019.

Islam said he will also write to Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha to seek Mirwaiz’s re-
lease. The grand mulfti said the MMU has decid-
ed to launch a sustained campaign against drug
abuse, dowry, moral degradation and incidents
of suicide.

99.04 % Students Pass

Trivandrum region has achieved the highest
pass percentage of 99.99 per cent followed by
Bengaluru (99.96 per cent) and Chennai (99.94
per cent)

“The result of 16,639 students is till under
process. No merit list will be declared this
year and no merit certificates will be issued
to students,” said BSE Examination Controller
Sanyam Bharwdaj.

A total of 17,636 candidates have been placed
under compartment.

The number of Children with Special Needs
scoring above 95 per cent is 53 while 224 stu-
dents in the category have scored above 90 per
cent. In CBSE-affiliated schools abroad, 99.92
per cent students have passed class 10.

Kendriya Vidalayas and the schools under
the Central Tibetan Schools Administration
have achieved a 100 per cent pass percentage
as against 99.23 per cent and 93.67 per cent re-
spectively last year.

The Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas have im-
proved their pass percentage from 98.66 to
99.99 this year. The pass percentage of govern-
ment and government-aided schools is 96.03
and 95.88 pc respectively.

The pass percentage of private schools has
increased by over six per cent since last year.

“The compartment examination will be con-
ducted between August 16 and September 15.
The exact dates will be announced in some
time,” Bhardwaj said.

The board exams were cancelled this year
in view of the aggressive second wave of
COVID-19. The result has been announced on
the basis of an alternate assessment policy.

According to the policy, while 20 marks for
each subject were for internal assessment as
every year, 80 marks were calculated on basis
of the students’ performance in various tests or
exams throughout the year.

J&K Logs 140 Cases,

Rajouri district.

The number of active cases rose slightly to
1,293 in the union territory, while 3,16,188 pa-
tients have recovered so far, the officials said.

They said the number of confirmed cases of
mucormycosis (black fungus) stands at 35 in
the UT as no fresh case was reported. (PTI)

2041 KMs Of

neighbouring countries and the details, the
target that has been achieved and the border
areas along Pakistan and Bangladesh where
fencing has been completed and the details
thereof.

In a written reply filed to the parliament, the
MoS Homesaid that the fencing is being erected
on the Indo-Pakistan border, Indo-Bangladesh
border and Indo-Myanmar border. “So far 5187
Km length of the International border has been
covered by a fence”, the reply reads.

It reads that the total of 2041 kilometres of
the Border of Indo-Pakistan has been covered
by a fence.

It further reads that the unfenced area in-
cludes non-feasible stretches where fencing
could not be constructed due to riverine and
marshy land. “These stretches are being cov-
ered through technological solutions. Fencing
along remaining feasible stretches has been
hampered due to firing/objections from the
counterpart country, difficult terrain, short
working season, land acquisition problem,
public protests and Covid-19 situation etc.
Government has been persistent in its efforts
to remove obstacles and ensure timely comple-
tion”, the reply filed by MoS Home reads.

“To check fake Indian currency and animal
trafficking, the Government has adopted a
multi-pronged approach which inter-alia in-
cludes round the clock surveillance and pa-
trolling on the borders and establishment of
observation posts”, the reply reads. “Increase
in the number of BSF personnel. Construction
of border fencing & floodlighting. Use of wa-
ter crafts/boats and floating Border Out Posts
(BOP) for domination of riverine areas.”

It also mentions the advance technological
equipment like Hand Held Thermal Imager
(HHTI), Night vision Device (NVD), Twin
Telescope, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV);
upgradation of intelligence setup and enhanced
coordination with the State Governments/con-
cerned intelligence agencies in the steps taken
by the government—(KNO)

16 PSA Detainees

PB-V/585 of 2021 dated 2/8/2021. All the
sixteen detainees were lodged in central Jail
Srinagar from 2019- 2020 and 2021.

“The powers conferred under section 10-B
of the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act
1978, the government hereby directs to re-
move/shift the 16 detainees who have been
detained under the provision of Jammu and
Kashmir Public Safety Act 1978 from Srinagar
central jail to Haryana central jail and district
jail,” the Home Department order, as per the
news agency reads.

The reason has not been given for the move
of sixteen PSA detainees which comes barely a
couple of days ahead of the second anniversary
of the Article 370 and bifurcation of the erst-
while state into union territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, the report added.

BJP Leader Dies
where he died Tuesday morning—(KNO)
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4th Edition Cricket
Champions Trophy

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The 4th Edition
Champions Trophy cricket tour-
nament began at TRC Ground on
Tuesday in Srinagar with Direc-
tor General, Youth Services and
Sports, Mohammad Ashraf Bhat
inaugurating the event.

Organised by Cricket Fraternity
Dalgate (CFD), the tournament
will see the participation of about
32 teams from across the Valley.

On the occasion of the inau-
gural match of the tournament,
Director General of Jammu and
Kashmir Youth Services and
Sports Muhammad Ashraf Bhat
congratulated the Dalgate Cricket
Fraternity for organizing such
tournaments.

He said that it was the social
responsibility of every fraternity
to organize such sports activities
so that the youth could be en-
gaged in sports.

He said that the government
would extend all possible support

for organising such sports activities.
The director said that holding such
tournaments gives an opportunity
to the young players to showcase
their talents and hone them.

"We want our players to be
able to participate in national as
well as international sports com-
petitions," he said.

Later, the inaugural match
between Back Country Bashers
(BCB) and Kings XI Muran Pul-
wama was held in which BCB won
the toss and elected to bat first.

The BCB scored 195 runs in the
allotted 30 overs, Wasim scored
the highest with 64 runs. The BCB
in reply were bundled out for a
miserly 61 runs by the Kings XI
Muran, losing with a huge mar-
gin of 134 runs. Mohsin of Kings
XI Muran was declared man of
the match for his bowling spell in
which he took six wickets.

All the matches are live broad-
casted on Cricket Fraternity Dal-
gate’s official YouTube and Face-
book channels.

Downtown Heroes’
I-League 2nd Division

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Newly formed Old City, Sri-
nagar-based football club Downtown He-
roes has taken a giant leap forward by qual-
ifying for the I-League 2nd Division from
Jammu & Kashmir.

In its first year of existence, the Heroes
secured the qualification from J&K after
performing brilliantly in the recently con-
cluded JKFA Professional League 2021.

Downtown Heroes finished third in the
tournament and second in I-League qualifi-
cation. They started the League in brilliant

ualification A Giant Leap

fashion, winning three out of three of their
opening games. After fumbling in the latter
half of the League, the Heroes had to battle
it out till the final day.

The Heroes have been hailed for their
performances by fans and experts alike, im-
pressed by their attacking and entertaining
style of play. In matches where they could
easily sit back and secure points, they con-
tinued to press up the field and made it
clear that they want score goals.

In a statement, the Downtown Heroes
FC lauded the immense capabilities of JKFA
in successfully hosting the Professional

League 2021 in Srinagar.

“It was very encouraging to see a number of
people turning up and enjoy the football here.
We are equally thankful to our fans without
their support and encouragement it would
not have been possible”, the statement read.

“We would also express our gratitude to friends
from the media fraternity and our revered spon-
sors who contributed to the league brilliantly.”

“We believe that our local players are
full of talent, intelligence along with being
technically sound. We are therefore keenly
looking forward to seeing the top-quality
talent in Kashmir,” the statement added.

JKCA Sub-Committee

Forms 3-Member
Advisory Panel

Agencies

JAMMU: The BCCI appointed three-member
Sub-Committee of the Jammu & Kashmir
Cricket Association (JKCA) has announced
the formation of Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) which includes two former J&K captains.

“The JKCA today unanimously approved the
formation of the Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) for the cricketing season 2021-22,” an of -
ficial JKCA statement said Monday.

“The CAC comprises a three-member panel
of ex senior cricketers of J&K and includes Ab-
dul Qayoom Bagaw, Ashwani Gupta, both ex-
Ranji players and Captains of J&K team, and
Roopali Slathia, the most prominent woman
cricketer and the only level 3 coach in J&K. The
CAC will work as a team and report to the Sub-
Committee,” the statement added.

“Besides appointing men’s/women’s selec-
tion committees, the CAC will also evolve norms
for the fair and transparent process and also do
a periodic review of the selectors/coaches/sup-
port staff/match officials and forward their rec-
ommendations to the Sub-Committee,” it said.

The members of the CAC were handed over
their appointment letters duly signed by Mit-
hun Manhas, Sub-Committee member of JKCA.

“The Sub-Committee expects that CAC will
create an environment in which every deserv-
ing cricketer gets an opportunity to display his/
her talent and only the best gets the honour to
represent the JK UT team,” the JKCA said.

“It is hoped that with the appointment of
CAC, transparency and fairness will get promi-
nence and restore the confidence of the players
both men and women in the system,” the state-
ment concluded with comments from Brig.
Anil Gupta, and advocate Sunil Sethi, the other
members of the JKCA Sub-Committee.

DYSS Zone Langate
Holds Annual Road
Race Competition

Agencies

LANGATE: Youth Service and Sports Depart-
ment (DYSS) Kupwara, Zone Langate on Thurs-
day held a road race event in Langate.

In the event 355 students from around 40
schools participated. DYSS, Sports Officer Kup-
wara, Jatinder Singh was the Chief guest on
the occasion. Mehraj Din from UPS Hampora
registered the first rank, Yasir Altaf from BMS
Panditpora came 2nd, Rashid Magbool from HS
Kachloo came 3rd.

The Road Race Competition began at 6 in the
morning from Khan Tulwari and culminated at
Langate’s Steel Bridge.

Besides DYSS officials, the occasion was also
graced by Municipality Chairman Langate, Za-
hoor Ahmad Mir, PEM GHSS Langate and Ac-
tivities Incharge, Mr Tufail and Anderpal Harjeet
Singh and other field staff were also present on
the Occasion. Locals of the area appreciated the
efforts of YSS department. Indian army’s 30RR,
Langate, Medical department and police de-
partment also assisted the organisers in smooth
functioning of the event. DYSS staff gave thanks
to principal GHSS Langate for its support.

Press Trust of India

ENG Vs IND, 1st Test: Squads,
Schedule & Live Telecast

Rishabh Pant, KL RahulWriddhiman

NOTTINGHAM: The toughest four
months of Virat Kohli's eventful lead-

Saha, Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant

ership career start here on Wednes-

day when his strategic acumen will
be tested while selecting a perfect
Indian combination to take on a good
England side in the first Test of a five-

match series.

Joe Root and his squad will be rar-
ing to play against India having al-

ready beaten them 3-1 in India earlier

this year. The English will be playing a
near full-strength squad excluding Jo-
fra Archer (injury), Chris Woakes and

Ben Stokes.

India on the other hand will be
missing injured Shubman Gill and
Washington Sundar. Mayank Agarwal
has also been ruled out after suffer-
ing a blow from a Muhammad Siraj

bouncer.

Squads

India: Virat Kohli (c), Rohit Sharma,
Mayank Agarwal, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ajinkya Rahane, Suryakumar Yadav,
Prithvi Shaw, Abhimanyu Easwaran,
Hanuma Vihari, Ravichandran Ash-
win, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,

Schedule
First Test at Trent Bridge,

ing on August 12 at 3:30 PM

Fifth Test at Emirates Old

Manchester on September 10 at 3:30 PM

Telecast

be available on SonyLIV app.

Mohammed Shami, Mohammed Siraj,
Shardul Thakur, Umesh Yadav

England: Joe Root (c), Rory Burns,
Dominic Sibley, Jos Buttler, Mark
Wood, Sam Curran, James Anderson,
Jonny Bairstow, Dominic Bess, Stuart
Broad, Zak Crawley, Haseeb Hameed,
Dan Lawrence, Jack Leach, Ollie Pope,
Ollie Robinson, Craig Overton

ham starting on August 4 at 3:30 PM
Second Test at Lord’s, London start-

Third Test at Headingley, Leeds
starting on August 25 at 3:30 PM

Fourth Test at Kennington Oval,
London on September 2 at 3:30 PM

The matches will be telecasted live
on Sony sports channels: Sony Six,
Sony Ten 3 and Sony Ten 4. While the
live streaming of the Test series will

Press Trust of India

James Anderson Says
India Can't Complain If
England Exploit ‘Grass’

"It is something that I feel fortu-

with pace and bounce.

Sharma,
India's hands.

attack as well.

Notting-

Trafford,
grass and roll it as well."

Pant as an example.

NOTTINGHAM: Just like India did at
home earlier this year, the seasoned
James Anderson says, England must
play to their advantage in the five-
match Test series against the fancied
visitors, by preparing "good pitches”

The return series begins with the
opening Test here from Wednesday.

"I don't think India can have any
complaints if we do leave a bit of
grass on because what we came up
against (them) on our tour of India
last time, we certainly played into

"They used their home advantage
to their benefit and [ think a lot of
teams around the world do it," An-
derson said during a con-call with
select Indian journalists on Monday.

One of the game's finest seamers
with 617 Test wickets to his name,
Anderson added, "So, if there is grass
left on it, India have got a strong seam

"I would be hoping for some good
pitches, we want pace and carry in
our pitches, certainly from seam at-
tack's selfish point of view, we want
pace and bounce, because we know
it's going to swing, so nicks just carry.

"That picture of the pitch (here)
was taken three days before the first
Test. A lot can change in between.
I'm sure they are going to trim some

Anderson, who has played 162
Tests since his debut in 2003, said
that the IPL generation of batters have
a fearless approach and cited Rishabh

nate to have done and it has been a
real experience, playing against dif-
ferent generations of batters.

"[ think IPL generation of players,
you can definitely see a difference
and a more fearless approach, not
scared of playing any shot in any for-
mat okay.

"Use Rishabh Pant as an example,
reverse sweeping me in the last tour
of India with a new ball and you never
see Sourav Ganguly do that," he said.

"So, it is something that is excit-
ing to see, it is a different challenge
as well for bowlers, when you get
this sort of style of player who is not
afraid to go over the top in Test crick-
et, or play extravagant shots. I think
it is great for the viewer at home to
watch," he added.

The veteran seamer refused to
single out any Indian batsman ahead
of the series and maintained that the
team has a very strong batting line-up.

"India have a very strong bat-
ting line up and as an opposition
you don't want to single out players
because they have quality batsmen
right throughout.

"Kohli is obviously an important
wicket since he is the captain and the
positive influence he has on the team.
Pujara is someone who can stay at the
crease for long time and holds things to-
gether. So yes, he's an important wicket.

"But if you look through the whole
squad, the guys who are going to miss
out have huge quality and it's very
difficult to single one batsman out.
We have got to make a plan for every-
one and every wicket is important,”
elaborated Anderson.

Brazil To Face Spain For Men’s Olympic Football Gold Medal

,..! ¢ ' i

Agencies

SAITAMA: Defending champion Brazil
will face Spain for the Olympic gold
medal in men’s soccer on Saturday.

Spain beat host Japan 1-0 Tuesday
with Marco Asensio scoring a curling
shot in the 115th minute in Saitama.
Brazil was taken to penalties by Mexico,
winning the shootout 4-1 after a score-
less draw in Kashima.

Brazil goalkeeper Santos stopped
Mexico's first penalty from Eduardo
Aguirre, and Johan Vasquez's attempt
then hit the post. Reinier converted the
winning kick for Brazil.

Mexico will play Japan for the bronze
medal in Saitama on Friday. The gold-

medal match is set for Saturday in Yo-
kohama.

Brazil won its first Olympic title at
the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games in a pen-
alty shootout with Germany. Neymar
converted the clinching penalty at the
iconic Maracana Stadium.

Spain’s only Olympic title also came
athome —at the 1992 Barcelona Games.
The country’s last final was at the 2000
Sydney Games, losing to Cameroon.

"Playing the final of the Olympics is a
dream," said Brazil coach Andre Jardine.

"The film I also saw tonight was the
film of life.. Everything we've gone
through. Although we didn’t win in the
90 minutes, we took more risks," he
added.

PM Modi To Invite
Olympic Contingent To
Red Fort On Aug 15

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will invite India’s Olympic contingent to the
Red Fort as special guests on August 15 when
he will deliver his eighth straight indepen-
dence day speech.

Official sources said Modi will also invite
them to his residence for interaction.

India has been represented by a 228-strong
contingent, including over 120 athletes, at the
ongoing Tokyo Olympics.

India Lose 2-5 Against
Belgium In Men’s
Hockey Semifinal

TOKYO: Indian men’s hockey team lost 2-5 to
world champions Belgium in the last-four stage
but the side is still in the hunt for a bronze in
the Tokyo Games here on Tuesday.

For Belgium, Alexander Hendrickx (19th,
49th, 53rd minutes) scored a hat-trick while
Loick Luypaert (2nd minute) and John-John
Dohmen (60th) also scored Belgium their second
successive entry into the final of the Olympics.

India’s goals came from Harmanpreet Singh
(7th) and Mandeep Singh (8th). They could
play the bronze medal match against Australia
or Germany on Thursday.

PV Sindhu, Olympic
Bronze Medallist,
Returns Home

NEW DELHI: The only Indian woman to win
two Olympic medals, shuttler PV Sindhu on
Tuesday received a warm welcome on her re-
turn to the country after claiming a bronze at
the Tokyo Games. She walked out of the Indira
Gandhi International Terminal amid a round of
applause from the airport staff. She was flanked
by security officers and wearing a face mask.

“I'am very happy and excited of course, ev-
erybody congratulated me and I am thankful to
BAI and everyone for supporting and encour-
aging me. It is an exciting day and happy mo-
ment,” Sindhu said.

Sonam Malik’s
Wrestling Debut Ends
In First-Round Defeat

TOKYO: Young Indian wrestler Sonam Malik’s
Olympic debut ended with a first-round de-
feat on criteria against Mongolia's Bolortuya
Khurelkhuu in the 62kg category.

The 19-year-old led the bout 2-0 but the
reigning Asian silver medallist Khurelkhuu ef-
fected a take-down move with just 35 seconds
left in the contest to level the score.The score
remained 2-2 till the end but since it was the
Mongolian who scored the last point with her
move, she was declared winner on criteria.

On Wednesday, Ravi Dahiya (FS 57kg),
Deepak Punia (FS 86kg) and Anshu Malik (WW
57kg) will begin their respective campaigns.

Shot Putter Tajinderpal
Singh Toor Fails To
Qualify For Final

TOKYO: Asian record holder shot putter Ta-
jinder Pal Singh Toor’s Olympic campaign end-
ed miserably as he failed to qualify for the final
after finishing 13th in the qualification group A
in Tokyo on Tuesday.

Toor, who had qualified for Olympics with
a personal best of 21.49m in the Indian Grand
Prix 4 in June, could only manage one legal
throw of 19.99m, in his first attempt, to finish
at 13th out of 16 competitors.

The below-par show meant that Toor made an
exit even before the start of second qualification.

Double Semifinal
Heartbreak For Egypt
In Men’s Wrestling

TOKYO: There was a double Olympic semifinal
heartbreak for Egypt’s Mohammed Ibrahim
Elsayed and Mohammed Metwally as the ath-
letes on Tuesday lost their respective last four
contests in the men’s wrestling Greco-Roman
competition at Tokyo 2020.

Elsayed exited after a tense 7-6 semifinal
loss to Ukrainian Parviz Nasibov at Makuhari
Messe Hall. Metwally lost 9-2 to Viktor Lorincz
of Hungary. They will now fight in 67-kg, 87-kg
bronze medal matches, respectively.

Chinese Finish 1,2 In
Balance Beam, Biles
Takes Bronze

TOKYO: Two Chinese gymnasts stood on the top
two spots of the Olympic podium Tuesday, col-
lecting their country’s first medals in the wom-
en's gymnastics competition in its final event.

Guan Chenchen won the gold medal in the
balance beam, edging out teammate Tang Xi-
jing. They pushed American superstar Simone
Biles into third place in the process.

Both gymnasts thanked their coaches, who
they said guided them through injury, difficult
times and anxiety.
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