
A farmer carrying wooden plough walks towards his paddy field in south Kashmir’s Tral on Monday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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GOVT SANCTIONS RS 200 CR FOR WULLAR 
LAKE CONSERVATION 

CONCEIT AND COUNTERFEIT: 
DEGRADING ACADEMIC ECOSYSTEM  
IN UNIVERSITIES OF KASHMIR 

Higher education in Kashmir is in dire 
straits, and the academic leadership is 
doing nothing to fix the system. Acute 
problems exist across the domains...

Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Dr Owais Ahmad on 
Monday said the Jammu and Kashmir administration has 
sanctioned Wullar Action Plan for Rs 200.00 crores for 

The department of LAWDA has taken an initiative to extract the 
lily on most scientific lines & stop its regrowth in future. An area of 
about 1.71 sq km on the front side of Doledemb extending from NPL 

6CITY STATE3 5

LAWDA STARTS SCIENTIFIC EXTRACTION 
OF LILY TO STOP ITS REGROWTH
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Falling Tree Kills 
Timber Smuggler

SRINAGAR: A timber smuggler 
died when he along with his as-
sociate, were trying to cut a large 
tree illegally in Tosamaidan in Khag 
area of Central Kashmir’s Budgam 
district, reports said Monday.
The incident took place when the 
duo was trying to cut a large tree, 
illegally with the aim to smuggle it 
later, news agency KNT reported. 
However, the tree fell on them 
suddenly and the duo was critically 
injured. One of them, identified as 
Ghulam Mohd Mantoo (52) son of 
Ghulam Rasool Mantoo, died on the 
spot. The deceased is a resident of 
Sutharan Khag. The other critically 
injured person,  More On P10

Police Recover Rs 7L 
Fine From Violators

SRINAGAR: Police on Monday 
said that as many as 4909 people 
were penalised and a fine of over 
Rs seven lakh was realised from 
them for violating Covid norms and 
guidelines across the Valley.
In a statement issued here, a 
police spokesman said that during 
the last 24 hours, Police arrested 
three persons, lodged three FIRs 
and also realized fine to the tune 
of Rs 7,00080 from 4909 people 
throughout the Kashmir valley for 
violating the various guidelines, 
rules and SOPs regarding Covid-19.
“Besides, 23 vehicles were also 
seized for   More On P10

Youth Dies After 
Car Falls Into Gorge

SRINAGAR: A youth died while his 
friend sustained injuries after their 
car skidded off the road and fell 
into a gorge in Gantamulla area of 
North Kashmir’s Baramulla district 
on Monday. The duo, who are the 
residents of Bernate village of Boni-
yar, were on their way to home.
Police sources said that one among 
the two travelling in the vehicle 
(JK05-B4607) died on the spot while 
another was shifted to hospital for 
treatment. The deceased has been 
identified as Muhammad Ashraf Sood 
son of Ghulam Qadir Sood, a resident 
of Bernate Boniyar. Police have taken 
cognizance of the incident. (KNT)

Reading Is To The
 Mind, As Exercise 

Is To The Body.

— Brian Tracy

Widom

Misfire Injures 
Cop In Shopian

SRINAGAR: A policeman was 
injured on Monday when his service 
rifle went off accidentally in 
south Kashmir’s Shopian district. 
Constable Sajad Ahmad Malla 
received a shot in his foot when his 
service weapon accidentally went 
off inside a police vehicle in the 
south Kashmir district, reports said. 
Malla, was removed to the district 
hospital Shopian with bullet injury 
in his foot. His condition is said to 
be stable. Reports said that Malla 
was part of the police team that 
was way to Kathulallan Keller area 
for practice fire.

....SOPORE ENCOUNTER

LeT Commander, 
2 Aides Killed; 
Soldier Hurt: Police

Shots Fired 
At CRPF Party 
In Shopian

All Eyes On PAGD Meeting Today
NC Upbeat, Says It’s A 
‘Good Change’

A
head of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
meeting with the political parties of Jammu 
and Kashmir, the National Conference (NC) 

on Monday said it is good that the Centre has 
realised that "things will not work" in the Union Ter-
ritory without mainstream regional players.
Hectic political consultations are on in Jammu and 
Kashmir within mainstream regional parties includ-
ing the NC and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
over an all-party meeting to be  More On P10

BJP Plans Counter Strategy

J
ammu and Kashmir BJP president Ravinder 
Raina on Monday said he is meeting senior 
party leaders here to chalk out a “counter-

strategy” against Gupkar Alliance ahead of the 
all-party meeting to be chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Delhi on June 24. Raina along 
with two senior party leaders -- former deputy 
chief ministers Nirmal Singh and Kavinder Gupta 
-- are taking part in the scheduled meeting which 
will be the prime minister's first interaction with all 
the political parties of  More On P10

Pak Seeks US Help For 
Resolving Kashmir Issue

Covid-19: Amarnath Yatra 
Cancelled for 2nd Year In Row

Govt Transfers 16 
Officers In J&K

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Monday transferred an IAS 
and fifteen JKAS officers in 
the interest of administration 
with immediate effect.

According to a government 
order issued here, Kumar 
Rajeev Ranjan (IAS), Additional 
Secretary to the Government, 
Revenue Department, holding 
additional charge of Additional 
CEO, Jammu and Kashmir 
Land Records Management 
Agency, has been transferred 
and posted as Commissioner, 
Survey and Land Records, J&K, 
against an available vacancy. 
“He shall continue to hold the 
charge of the post of Additional 
CEO, Jammu and Kashmir Land 
Records Management Agency, 
in addition to his own duties, 
till further orders,”  

Case Positivity Rate Dips 
To 1.2% In J&K: Govt

Govt Amends Rules Regarding CID 
Verification Of New Appointees

Muhammad Raafi

SRINAGAR: A top Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) commander 
and his two associates, in-
cluding a foreigner were 
killed and a soldier injured 
in a nightlong gunfight in 
Sopore town of Baramulla 
district, police said Monday.

LeT Commander 
Mudasir Pandith, his aides 
Khursheed Ahmad Mir of 

Brath Kalan and a foreigner 
identified as Abdullah alias 
Asrar were killed in an over-
night encounter with a joint 
team of police, army and 
CRPF Gund Brath village 
of Sopore, a police spokes-
person said. The trio, he 
said, were part of a group 
involved in various attacks, 
including the attack at the 
Municipal office Sopore on 
March 29 in  More On P10

Good Number Of Foreign 
Militants In Kashmir: DGP

D
irector General of Police (DGP) Dilbag Singh said on 
Monday that there were a "good number" of foreign 
militants in the Valley but were "lying low" and "keeping 

a distance". Addressing a joint news conference at the Police 
Control Room (PCR) here with GOC Kilo Force, HS Sahi, the police 
chief said that only two foreign militants have been killed in twin 
gunfights this year. "Both were killed in  More On P10

U
nidentified militants on Monday attacked 
a party of paramilitary CRPF in south 
Kashmir’s Shopian district, however no 

one was injured. According to  More On P10

Is Modi Govt Doing A Political Swivel On J&K?
KO Monitoring Desk

T
he Modi government 
could be doing a political 
swivel on J&K. Else why 

has it made a soft outreach 
to the leaders it once derided 

as “the Gupkar gang (work-
ing) with foreign powers… to 
subvert the Valley”? accord-
ing to one of India’s foremost 
political scientists. He said 
this in the backdrop of the 
latest initiative by the BJP led 

government on Kashmir.
“The first call was made to 

the most estranged and recal-
citrant adversary, Mehbooba 
Mufti, whose uncle was also 
simultaneously released from 
incarceration – almost as if 

the rulers wanted to underline 
their new mood of appease-
ment. I guess the government 
finds itself in the vortex of a 
complex political algorithm, 
Editor-in-Chief Raghav Bahl 
wrote in an  More On P10

Izhar Nazir Ali

SRINAGAR: The People’s Alliance for 
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), an amal-
gam of five mainstream parties will 
hold a meeting on Tuesday to take a call 
on government of India’s dialogue offer.

According to insiders, the five party 

conglomerate, including National 
Conference (NC), Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Communist Party of 
India- Marxist (CPI-M), Jammu and 
Kashmir Peoples Movement (JKPM) 
and Jammu and Kashmir Awami 
National Conference (JKANC) will 
meet tomorrow 

Press Trust Of India

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's nuclear 
arsenal is "simply a deterrent" 
to protect the country and there 
will no longer be any need for 
it once the Kashmir issue is re-
solved, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has said as he asserted that 

if the Americans have the re-
solve and the will, the issue can 
be sorted out. Pakistan has 165 
nuclearwarheads as of January 
this year and it appears to be 
expanding its nuclear arsenals, a 
study by Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
said last week.   More On P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: For the second con-
secutive year the Amarnath 
Yatra has been cancelled in 
view of Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment announced on Monday. 
Last Yatra was cut short follow-
ing New Delhi's decision to strip 
Kashmir of its semi-autonomous 
character on August 5, 2019.

The 56-day Amarnath Yatra 
was due to start simultaneously 
on both Pahalgam and Baltal 
routes from June 28 and culmi-
nate on August 22.

The decision to put off nearly 
two-month pilgrimage to the 
cave shrine was taken after a 
threadbare discussion with the 
members of the Shri Amarnath 
Shrine Board (SASB), includ-
ing Swami Avdheshanand , 
DC Raina, Dr. Devi Prasad 
Shetty, Prof Anita Billawariya, 
Sudarshan Kumar, Prof. 
Vishwamurti Shashtri, Pandit 
Bhajan Sopori, Dr. C.M. Seth and 
Mrs. Tripta Dhawan on the pres-
ent Covid-19 situation before ar-
riving on the decision, a govern-
ment spokesperson said Monday.

“It's important  More On P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government said on 
Monday that the daily number 
of coronavirus cases have re-
duced from an all-time high of 
over 5400 to 585 over a month 
while the same period has also 
witnessed a reduction in the 

case positivity rate from 13% 
to 3.3%, which has further re-
duced to 1.2% in last 24 hours.

J&K Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta informed a high-
level meeting chaired by the 
Union Home Secretary, Ajay 
Bhalla, that the Union Territory 
has vaccinated 85% of health 
care workers,   More On P10

J&K Logs 362 Coronavirus 
Cases, Lowest In 82 Days
10 More Succumb To Virus, Death Toll Reaches 4262
Firdaus Ali

SRINAGAR: In a significant de-
cline in daily coronavirus cases, 
Jammu and Kashmir on Monday 
reported 362 fresh cases of 
Covid-19, the lowest count in 
the last 82 days while ten more 
people succumbed to the infec-
tion across the Union Territory 
during the last 24 hours.

While Kashmir Valley report-
ed 261 fresh cases of coronavi-
rus on Monday, the remaining 
101 were detected from various 
districts of Jammu divi-
sion, officials said.

Giving district-
wide details, the of-
ficials said that 
Srinagar reported 

79, Baramulla 14, Budgam 
37, Pulwama 21, Kupwara 
22, Anantnag 44, Bandipora 
11, Ganderbal 13, Kulgam 18, 
Shopian 2, Jammu 9, Udhampur 
10, Rajouri 15, Doda 27, Kathua 
1, Samba 1, Kishtwar 8, Poonch 
9, Ramban 13 and Reasi  8 new 
cases of coronavirus.

Moreover, they said, 1224 
more patients have recov-
ered—264 from Jammu Division 
and 960 from Kashmir.  300135 
patients have recovered so far, 

leaving active cases at 7759—
2876 in Jammu and 4883 in 

Kashmir. Regarding 
deaths, the officials 
said that three were 
reported  More On 

P10

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Government on 
Monday amended rules regard-
ing verification of character and 
antecedents by CID department 
as regards the new appoin-
tees, asking the investigation 
agency to complete the process 
within one month and not be-
yond two months under any 
circumstances.

As per an order, the amend-
ment has been made in the 
Instruction 2 of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Civil Services 
(Verification of Character and 
Antecedents) Instructions, 

1997, notified vide Government 
Order No.1918-GAD of 1997 
dated 09.12.1997, read with 
Government Order No.597-
GAD of 1999 dated 26.05.1999, 
Government Order No.681-GAD 
of 2000 dated 14.06.2000 and 
Government Order No.1328-
GAD of 2016 dated 07.12.2016

"The appointing authorities, 
on the receipt of attestation 
forms from the candidates shall 
forward these forms with a cov-
ering letter (sealed and marked 
secret) in the form prescribed to 
this Government Order directly 
to the CID Headquarter for con-
ducting the verification of the 

Character and Antecedents of 
the selectees,” the order reads.

“The CID shall conduct the 
verification of the Character 
and Antecedent of the selectees 
and forward the same to the 
requisitioning authority within 
one month from the date of re-
ceipt of the list of selectees,” it 
said, adding, “In case the veri-
fication process in respect of 
some candidates requires more 
time, the CID may seek another 
one month in respect of such 
candidates only while forward-
ing the completed cases.”

However, the entire time pe-
riod in the  More On P10

IGP KASHMIR THANKED PEOPLE for 
helping in killing the LeT commander which 
is a big relief for the local population.” 

DELIMITATION IS CERTAINLY NOT THE AGENDA. It’s not 
in the ambit of PM but the Election Commission. Most probably, 
the PM’s meeting is more about the restoration of statehood.”

Foot-And-Mouth Disease 
Breaks Out In Budgam Hills
Ajaz Ali

SRINAGAR: Hundreds of 
sheep and cattle have died 
after the outbreak of Foot 
and Mouth Disease (FMD) in 
the upper reaches of central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district, lo-
cals said Monday.

They said that scores of 
shepherds, mostly from 
Chopan community take their 
livestock to the green pas-
tures in the upper reaches of 
Diskhal, Danideran, Corag, 
Zandeqabar, Liddermud, 
Mechikhenan, Bargah, Shidak 
for grazing. According to the 

locals, scores of sheep and 
cattle have perished after 
foot and mouth disease out-
break early this month. The 
locals also alleged that the 
animal husbandry was paying 
no heed to their request for 
vaccination.

Mohammad Sidiq Dar, 
Brenwar told Kashmir 
Observer that he has been 
pleading before the officials 
from last two months to vac-
cinate his herd. However, the 
officials, he said, paid no heed 
to his requests saying that 
they don’t have vaccines avail-
able in stock.  More On P10

File Photo: Abid Bhat
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Sad Demise

This is to inform that Mohammad 
Ayoub Guna S/O Late Mohammad 
Yousuf Guna R/O Urdu Bazaar, Fateh 
Kadal, Srinagar, passed away due to 
Covid-19 complications at CD hospi-
tal, Srinagar on Sunday, June 20, 2021. 
(Inna lillahi wa inna illaihi raajioon). 
Due to Covid-19 pandemic, no congregational fateh kha-
wani will be observed and people are requested to offer 
prayers for the deceased from their homes. Thank you!

Bereaved family
Contact:  7006175979

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
JAL SHAKTI (PHE)   DIVISION UDHAMPUR

  NOTICE INVITING TENDER (2nd call) 
e-NIT No.    25  of  2021-22 Dated 12/06/2021 

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Division, Udhampur invite tenders by e-tendering mode on above / below 
percentage from approved and eligible Govt. contractors registered with J&K Govt./ CPWD/ MES and Railways etc. for the following works.

S.  
No.

Name of work Name of Sub 
Division 

Cost of 
Doc/ tender fee
(In Rs.)

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 6
1 Maintenance / repair / Improvement of civil structures and  laying and fitting of pipes for new works / restoration 

of water supplies of minor urgent nature of works under various water supply schemes in Mali & Hartyan Ist section 
Sambal, Sui, Chakhar, Trishi, Narore, Pathi Bhangara, Mansar, Krimchi, Gandala, Mali, Debrain, Kotlipain, Magaini, 
Magiote, Barolla, Patta, Kambal Danga, Mananu, Sunari, Hartyan, Kotlijijjan, Thathi, Jasrtkote etc & adjoining areas)

Jal Shakti  PHE 
Sub Division 
Udhampur

1000.00 A to D

2 Maintenance / repair / Improvement of civil structures and  laying and fitting of pipes for new works / restoration of 
water supplies of minor urgent nature of works under various water supply schemes in Hartyan 2nd & Garhi Section, 
Garnai, Malhar, Phalata, Mand, Tikri, Manthal, Chanas, Bassani, Sundrani, Seen Thakran, Jib, Garhi, Chopra Shop, 
Dhannu, Seen Brahmna, Charie, Muttal etc & adjoining areas.  
The supply of additional labour for loading / unloading of material at Divisional Store Malhar & at various sites which 
shall be deployed with the truck at site of work under the jurisdiction of Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Udhampur)

Jal Shakti    PHE 
Sub Division 
Udhampur

1000.00 A to D

3 Maintenance / repair / Improvement of civil structures and  laying and fitting of pipes for new works / restoration of 
water supplies of minor urgent nature of works under various water supply schemes in Panchari & Mongri section, 
Panchari, Meer, Galiote, Lander Kotla, Badhota Sadhots, Katti, Kultyar Bala, Kainth Gali, Thathli, Panjar, Kalsote, Nalli 
Nikka, Dubi Gali, Mongri, Khor Gali, Damnote, Radnote, Ladda, Lalli, Prand, Jungle Gali Thathakote etc & adjoining areas)

Jal Shakti    PHE 
Sub Division 
Udhampur

1000.00 A to D

4 Maintenance / repair / Improvement of civil structures and  laying and fitting of pipes for new works / restoration of 
water supplies of minor urgent nature of works under various water supply schemes in Rathian section & Jaganoo 
section, Jaganoo, Darsoo, Charie Sewail, Rakh Thanova, Guddar, Thill Roun, Brarian, Battal, Ballian, Rathian, Phangyal, 
Meldi, Jojran Talab, Kashirah, Baryal, Sounthian, Sattaini, Kawa, Rakh Badali, Manpa, Dhanori etc & adjoining areas)

Jal Shakti    PHE 
Sub Division 
Udhampur

1000.00 A to D

5 Maintenance / repair / Improvement of civil structures and  laying and fitting of pipes for new works / restoration of 
water supplies of minor urgent nature of works under various water supply schemes in Udhampur Town which includes 
W. No. 1 to 21)

Jal Shakti    PHE 
Sub Division 
Udhampur

1000.00 A to D

Position of funds : Demanded and the Execution of work shall be taken up as  per availability of funds.
Position of AAA: Accorded
1. Date of Publishing 14/06/2021 14:00Hrs.    
2. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 14/06/2021      from 15:00 (Hrs)
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 15/06/2021     (1000 Hrs) to 24/06/2021 (1800 Hrs).
4. The complete bidding process will be online. 
5. The Technical bids received shall be opened online on 26/06/2021 (1300 Hrs) in the office of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Udhampur.
6. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE  Division Udhampur and shall be communicated separately.
7. The Bids must be accompanied by cost of Tender Document and bid security declaration form and performance security of Rs. 1.00 lac for each work by L1 
Bidder shall have to be submitted before award of contract duly pledge to Executive Engineer, PHE Division Udhampur. 
8.  The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/ Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-challan/Treasury Receipt to be deposited in MH:0215-WSS 
(Revenue Head) or through RTGS in J&K Bank Branch Udhampur  bearing Bank Account No. 0028010200000047, IFSC code JAKAOUDMPUR in favour of Executive Engineer, 
Jal Shakti (PHE), Division Udhampur.
9. As per the instruction of the principal secretary to Government Finance Department J&K Srinagar vide his No. O.M.No. A/24 (2017)-61 dated 07.06.2018 
regarding furnishing of hard copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from the bidder who is declared 
as L1 after opening of financial bid. The cost of tenders should be collected by introducing e-challan or simply uploading a copy of necessary treasury challan / receipt.
10. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 60 days from the date of opening of bids. If any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the 
said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand forfeited.
No. JSDU/2661-89   
Dated: 12/06/2021    Sd/-
                                                  Executive Engineer
DIPK-3262/21 Jal Shakti PHE Division Udhampur

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION SRINAGAR

NEAR J&K BANK,(Zaldagar)

Telefax No. 0194-2503195 e.mail Id: xenmidsrinagar@gmail.com

Gist of Short Term e-NIT No. 07 OF 2021-22, Dated: 19-06-2021 Gist of Short Term e-NIT No. 07 OF 2021-22, Dated: 19-06-2021 
                For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation 

Division, Srinagar, invites e- tenders on item rate basis by e-tendering mode for:- 

S. 

No. 
Particulars of the work 

Cost of 

document/ 

tender fee 

(In Rs.) 

Estimated 

Cost of 

work “Rs” 

in Lacs 

Exemption 

Allowed  

Completion

Period 

Class/ Registration 

Type 

1 2 3 4 4 5 6 

1. Mechanical Repairs to be Carried 
out at Various lift irrigation 
Schemes of MISD Ganderbal viz 
LIS Gundi Rehman, LIS Naarayan 
Bagh, LIS Kharbagh and LIS 
Guzhama. 

100.00 
0.314 

Yes 
07 days 

Mechanical Contractors/ 

SSI Unit Holders/ 

Workshop holders/ firms 

having relevant 

experience. 

 

2. Repairs to be carried out to 05 
cusec VT Pump at LIS Zazana 1st 

100.00 
0.38 

Yes 07 days 

Mechanical Contractors/ 

SSI Unit Holders/ 

Workshop holders/ firms 

having relevant 

experience. 

3. Repairs to be carried out to 250 
KVA HT Transformer at LIS 
Narayan Bagh and minor works 
to be carried out at LIS Gadoora-
A & LIS Kharbagh Waskura 

100.00 
0.462 

Yes 07 days 

Electrical Contractors/ 

SSI Unit Holders/ 

Workshop holders/ firms 

having relevant 

experience. 

 

The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover ‘1st’ –Tender fee and 

Bid Security Declaration, fulfillment of prequalification criteria, technical specifications and 

acceptance to terms and conditions of the tender. Cover ‘2nd’ - Financial Bid in the 

prescribed BOQ. 

The critical dates are as tabulated below:- 

 

i Publish Date  19 /06/2021 at 1600 hrs 

ii Document Download/sale start Date 19 /06/2021 from 1600 hrs 

iii Clarification start date N.A 

iv Bid submission start date  19/06/2021 from 1600  hrs  

v Clarification end date N.A 

vi Bid submission/ Document Download/sale end date 28 /06/2021 upto 1400 hrs 

vii Date and time of Bid opening 29 /06/2021 at 1400 hrs 

 

The bid uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on scheduled date /time 

or any other date convenient to the tender opening authority in the office of the Executive 

Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Zaldagar Srinagar. 

          

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in PWD Form No. 25 & 33. 

 

 

 

 

              







Position of funds Available 

Position of AAA Under Submission 

Position of Technical Sanction  Sanctioned vide No’s 25,  19, of 06/21  , 
01 of 04/21, and 20 & 21 of 06/21 

No. MIDS/Ts/ 1033-38  Executive Engineer,
Dated:- 19-06-2021    DIPK-3240/21  Mechanical Irrigation Division,  Srinagar

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

NOTICE 
It is notified for information of all the concerned that the last date for submission of 

online application forms for admissions to various Programmes notified vide Admission 

Notification No. 02 of 2021 Dated: 04-06-2021 has been extended upto 30-06-2021. The 

candidates can apply online for the aforesaid academic programmes on the University 

Website www.iust.ac.in. 

Moreover, the candidates whose result of the qualifying examination is awaited can also 

apply online provisionally. However, such candidates shall have to upload the declaration 

as per the format available on the University website www.iust.ac.in (under Admission 

Tab) and accordingly submit the result of the qualifying examination to the university 

before the date of entrance examination or as and when required by university. 

Queries, if any, can be made on EPABX: 01933-247954/247955 Phone: 9858306455 / 

9906400789 Ext.: 1109 / Email ID: admissions@islamicuniversity.edu.in  

No: IUST/Acad/Admissions/21/171                                                                                                Sd/- 

Dated:  21-06-2021                                                                            Assistant Registrar, Academics 

PUBLIC 
NOTICE 

I want to renew my fer-
tilizer license bearing 
number CAOB/DEV/
FL99-2000/08.If any-
body having any objec-
tion in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objec-
tion in the office of the 
Chief Agriculture officer 
Baramulla with in a pe-
riod of seven days.After 
that no objection shall 
be entertained.

Ghulam Hussain Malla
S/o Haji Ghulam Mo-
hammad Malla 
R/o  Harinara pattan

ja

New Tiny Buds High School
Near Masjid Iqra, Bemina Sgr. J&K, 190018   

Phone: 9419439374  |  Email: newtinybuds1@gmail.com 

 Fee structure for the session     
2020  -  2021

Class T. Fee Com. Fee Total

Nur. To 1st 650 650

2nd 670 670

3rd 670 40 710

4th 670 40 710

5th 670 40 710

6th 700 50 750

7th 700 50 750

8th 750 50 800

9th 850 850

10th 900 900

Annual charges  Nursery  to 7th   Rs. 400  and 

8th  to 10th  Rs. 450
Note: Deserving students avail the fee 
concession
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Deptt. of ISM (AYUSH)  District  Anantnag. 
AYUSH Immune  Booster  Medicine Distributed at ISM Dispy. Kapran Anantnag 

On the directions of Director Indian Systems of Medicine (AYUSH)  J& K & ADMO ISM Anantnag. FREE AYUSH Im-
mune Booster Medicines were distributed at ISM Dispensary Kapran Door to Door and also importance of COVID 
SoPs and vaccination  was explained.
On 21/06/2021 Following the Protocol of AYUSH Department Ministry of AYUSH Govt. of India and the Orders 
of Director ISM J&K Dr Mohan Singh just and by the guidelines of ADMO  MADAM Dr. Nuzhat  Bashir & District 
Nodal officer Ayush Dr. Mir Javaid Hussain sahib an awareness programme and distribution of immune boost-
er medicines was organized at at Village Shamsipora  Anantnag  from  Govt. AYUSH  Dispensary Shamsipora 
Anantnag 256 beneficiaries received immunity boosting drugs also were briefed about importance of Ayush 
immunity boosters in enhancement of human immunity to combat Covid 19 panoramic along other impor-
tance preventive measures

mja
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

•	 Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Open)

•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

This Day in History

•	 217 BC - Battle of Raphia: Ptolemy IV of Egypt defeats 

Antiochus III the Great of the Seleucid kingdom.

•	  168 BC - Battle of Pydna: Romans under 

Lucius Aemilius Paullus defeat and capture 

Macedonian King Perseus, ending the Third 

Macedonian War.
•	  1377 - Richard II succeeds Edward III as king of England
•	  1476 - Battle at Morat/Murten: Charles the 

Stout invades Switzerland1533 - Ferdinand 
of Austria and Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent sign peace treaty

•	  1593 - Battle of Sisak: Allied Christian troops 
defeat the Turks.

•	  1596 - Cornelis de Houtmans fleet reaches 
Banten Java

•	  1611 - Henry Hudson set adrift in Hudson Bay by 
mutineers on his ship Discovery & never seen again

•	  1633 - Galileo Galilei forced to recant his 
Copernican views that the Earth orbits the Sun by 
the Pope (Oct 31 1992 Vatican admits it was wrong)

•	  1980 - Pope John Paul II beatifies Kateri 
Tekakwitha, making him the 1st Native 
American to be beatified

•	  1981 - Iran president Bani Sadr deposed
•	  1983 - 1st time a satellite is retrieved from orbit 

by Space Shuttle
•	  1987 - The International Labour Organisation, 

meeting for its annual conference in Geneva, 
calls for international sanctions against South 
African minerals

•	  1987 - A bomb blast in a Johannesburg video-
game arcade kills an unborn baby and injures 
ten people

•	  1990 - Nelson Mandela addresses the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 
in New York, saying that nothing has occurred in 
South Africa to reverse the ANC's position

•	  1991 - Underwater volcano, Mount Didicas, 
erupts in Philippines

•	  1992 - Two skeletons excavated in 

Yekaterinburg, Russia identified as Tsar 

Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra

•	  1994 - FIFA World Cup: USA beats Colombia 2-1 

in 1994 world cup match (1st win since 1950)
•	  2002 - An earthquake in western Iran 

measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale kills more 
than 261 people.

•	  2009 - Two Metro subway trains collide in 
Washington, D.C., killing 9 and injuring over 80

•	  2012 - Two Baghdad market bombings kill 14 
people and injure 106

•	  2015 - South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley 
calls for the removal of the Confederate flag 
from statehouse grounds in wake of killings in a 
Charleston church

•	  2015 - JAMA Internal Medical Journal 
announces obese Americans now outnumber 
those just overweight
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Quit Worrying On 
Hurriyat: PM To Atal
NEW DELHI - Brushing aside the charge that the Government 
mishandled Hurriyat leaders' visit to ' Pakistan, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh has affirmed its commitment to take the 
Indo-Pak dialogue process forward while ensuring that India's 
vital interests are fully safeguarded.

Replying lo a letter from former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee on June 15. Singh emphasised that there was no room 
for ambiguity regarding India's position on Jammu and

Kashmir in its discussions with Pakistan or actions.
"1 have reiterated on every possible occasion that there can be no 

redrawing of boundaries. We have also ruled out any role for a third 
party — either through intervention or as guarantor or as media-
tors—in am form." he said in his letter dated June 20 to Vajpayee.

He said that India had consistently held that the dialogue with Pak-
istan was predicated on its commitment to end cross border terror-
ism, as outlined in the joint statement of January six 2004. 'The cen-
trality of this position was recently reflected in the Joint Statement 
released after my meeting with President Musharraf." With regard 
to the Hurriyat leaders' visit to Pakistan, he said it was not correct to 
stale that the authorities on the Indian side had mishandled it.

By allowing the Hurriyat leaders to travel beyond Pakistan-
administered Kashmir. Islamabad violated the understanding 
reached between the two countries on the Srinagar-Muzaffar-
abad bus service.

Drawing Vajpayee s 'attention to the fact that the Hurriyat leaders 
have regularly met dignitaries from Pakistan visiting India as well 
as its diplomats in the last four or five years, the Prime Minister said 
that their track to Pakistan-administered Kashmir using Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad was cleared on the basis of agreed procedures. "That 
Pakistan decided to invite them to visit Islamabad and other cities 
in Pakistan violated an understanding on these procedures that had 
been reached between India and Pakistan." Singh said.

He said passports were issued to thosee Hurriyat leaders who did 
not possess it and made request for the issue of such documents.

Noting that Hurriyat Conference was one of the groups that 
is outside the electoral process in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Prime Minister said that nevertheless, the Government was  
willing, to enter into dialogue with such  groups provided they 
agree to abjure the path of violence.

  (Kashmir Observer, 22 June, 2005)

SCHOOL STUDENTS PERFORM YOGA to mark the 7th Yoga Day in Srinagar on 
Monday. KO Photo Abid Bhat. 

Patient Rush Goes Down By 60 
Percent In Srinagar Hospitals

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: As the positivity and 
mortality rate goes considerably 
down in Kashmir, main hospitals 
in Srinagar are almost back to 
normal business as 50 per cent 
beds that otherwise were occu-
pied with Covid patients till June 
first week are now lying vacant.

After two months, the doctors 
as well as the paramedical staff 
dealing with the Covid patients 
at different hospitals in Srinagar 
are heaving a sigh of relief as the 
number of patients being admit-
ted on a regular basis have de-
clined by nearly 60 per cent, the 
officials said.

Medical Superintendent at 
JVC Hospital (SKIMS Bemina), Dr 

Shifa Deva said that the flow of 
patients at the hospital has de-
clined to a large extent and there 
are more than 50 per cent beds 
that are lying vacant at present.

Dr Saleem Tak, Medical Super-
intendent at Chest Diseases (CD) 
hospital also admitted the de-
cline in the admissions of Covid 
patients at the hospital, saying 
that at present there is 50 per 
cent bed occupancy against 100 
per cent in April and May.

A senior medico at SMHS 
stated that as against 30-40 pa-
tients, the hospital is receiving 
nearly 10 patients on a regular 
basis from the past couple of 
days. “The flow of patients has 
declined by almost 60 per cent at 
SMHS and 50 per cent beds are 

also lying vacant,” he said.
At SK Institute of Medical Sci-

ences (SKIMS), the officials also 
confirmed the decline in the 
Covid patients being admitted 
on a regular basis. “The flow of 
patients is linked with the num-
ber of cases being recorded on a 
daily basis. As the figure of posi-
tive cases is on decline, the flow 
too has reduced by nearly 50 per 
cent at the institute,” he said.

Meanwhile, the health work-
ers and paramedical staff said 
that there was a huge burden on 
them in the past two months as 
the number of cases being ad-
mitted at the hospitals were ris-
ing with each passing day.

However, they said that the re-
duction in the number of admis-
sions is giving them a sigh of relief, 
but appealed to people to follow 
the Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) in letter and spirit.

“There is a possibility of Covid 
third wave and it is people only 
who can prevent it by following 
SOPs. We are here to serve the 
people by treating patients, but 
they should also serve the society 
by following all Covid protocols 
to prevent the third wave,” the 
health workers said, hoping that 
things improve further and third 
wave stays away from Kashmir if 
it arrives God forbid. (Agencies) 

LAWDA Starts Scientific 
Extraction Of Lily To 
Stop Its Regrowth

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The department 
of LAWDA has taken an initia-
tive to extract the lily on most 
scientific lines & stop its re-
growth in future.

An area of about 1.71 sq km 
on the front side of Doledemb 
extending from NPL bund 
towards Kabutar Khana has 
been targeted to be extracted 
this year. Accordingly tenders 
were floated to outsource the 
extraction of lily from the 
area with the help of pontoon 
based lily harvesters.

Today on 21-6-2021 the 
pontoon based machines 
were launched in Dal Lake 
& extraction work had been 
started. The VC LAWDA along 
with engineers of LAWDA 
kick started the lily extraction 
programme  in Dal Lake. This 
is in addition to the other de-
weeding activities carried out 
by J&K LDA through manual 
mode and through the ma-
chines available with the au-
thority. Deweeding activity is 
being carried out to remove 
the extra weed and to main-
tain the aesthetics of the lake.

Our Goal To Provide Easy 
Access To Justice For Every 
Citizen: Magrey

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Justice Ali Moham-
mad Magrey Monday inaugu-
rated “VIDHIK SEVA KENDRA“ & 
“E- Seva Kendra” at District Court 
Complex, Srinagar  also presided 
the awareness programme cum 
webinar on “E-Learning : Chal-
lenges & Success", which was at-
tended by thirty eminent persons 
by physical mode & 980 partici-
pants through virtual mode.

The programme was orga-
nized by District Legal Services 
Authority, Srinagar in col-
laboration with Directorate of 
School Education.

At the onset of the pro-
gramme,   Principal District & 
Sessions Judge and Chairman, 
DLSA,  Srinagar, Mohammad 
Akram Chowdhary, formally 
welcomed the Chief Guest, Jus-
tice Ali Mohammad Magrey and 
all the other dignitaries who at-
tended the program through 
both physical and virtual mode.

Magrey said, “Children are future 
of the Nation & their Education is of 
Prime Importance, & E- Learning is 
supplement to the formal Educa-

tion & not a Substitute.”
Magray said, “Our goal is to 

provide easy access to justice for 
every citizen. He said while avail-
ing Services at Vidhik Seva Kendra, 
one can file petition to the High 
Court through online & while 
availing services of E- Seva Ken-
dra, One can obtain status of cases 
very easily besides cause list will 
be available in the E-Seva Kendra.”

He further said that we are 
living in a country having vast 
& Unique diversity in preserv-
ing the Constitutional rights of 
every citizen.

Justice Magrey on the occa-
sion hailed the initiative of Di-
rectorate of School Education in 
developing  Learning Manage-
ment System, LMS, App through 
which E-Learning programmes 
are being imparted, by which 
teacher/lecturers have been 
made accountable.

Meanwhile, One Contempt 
petition was today received by 
“Vidhik Seva Kendra” from Ad-
vocate Mir Naveed Gul which 
was scanned & forwarded to 
dedicated email of Ld. registrar 
Judicial High Court of J&K.

Police Arrest Six Gamblers In Srinagar
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in Srinagar arrested six 
gamblers from a gambling site and 
seized � 21,480/- stake money.

A police spokesperson said that 
acting on specific information, a 

police party from Police Post Qa-
marwari raided a gambling site 
at Qamarabad following an input 
about gambling activities and ap-
prehended six gamblers.

“Officers have seized stake 
money of �21,480/- and play-
ing cards from the gamblers. 

They have been arrested and 
shifted to Police Station where 
they remain in custody.”

Accordingly, a case FIR No. 
177/2021 under relevant sec-
tions of law has been registered 
in PS Parimpora and investiga-
tion has been initiated. 

ISM Directorate Celebrates Yoga Day 
At Unani Hospital Shalteng

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Joining 7th 
Yoga Day celebrations be-
ing held across Jammu and 
Kashmir, Director Indian 
Systems of Medicine (ISM), 
J&K, Dr Mohan Singh, today 
launched the global event at 
Government Unani Hospital 
Shalteng, Srinagar.

The event witnessed practi-
cal sessions on Common Yoga 
Protocol (CYP) conducted by 
yoga specialists who deliv-
ered informative lectures and 
demonstrations to the staff of 
the hospital and ISM Director-
ate amid strict observance of 
COVID protocols.

Pertinently, as per the 
guidelines of Ministry of AY-
USH and current year’s theme 
“Be with Yoga, Be at Home” 
due to prevailing COVID-19 
pandemic, most of the activi-
ties were organized from vari-
ous virtual platforms.

The Yoga specialists and 
Medical Officers of ISM high-
lighted that Yoga has always 
been instrumental towards 
maintaining a healthy mind 
and soul since time immemo-
rial and it is the traditional sci-
ence of mindfulness, aware-
ness and consciousness.

Directorate of ISM (Ayush) 
had already launched celebra-
tion of Yoga week from 14th 
of June 2021 wherein video 
documentaries depicting 
utility of Yoga in the preva-
lent health crisis and various 
other health challenges of 
day to day life demonstrating 

health promotion and disease 
prevention aspects of Yoga 
were displayed. The experts 
elaborately explained Yoga 
for prevention of Covid-19, 
Yoga for Covid Care, Yoga for 
life style disorders, Yoga for 
respiratory disorder, Yoga for 
mental health, Suryanamaskar 
and Shatkarma besides other 
health benefits. 

Besides, various fun activi-
ties focusing on students and 
youth like slogan competition, 
jingle competition, asana-
pranayama competition, quiz 
competitions and essay writ-
ing competitions were also 
organized at divisional level 
through virtual mode

Additional Chief Secretary, 
Health & Medical Education, 
Atal Dulloo, who has been in-
strumental in making the cele-
bration of International Day of 
Yoga a great success, said that 
Yoga plays an important role 
in prevention of diseases, pro-
motion of health and holistic 
wellbeing of a person. He said 
that Yoga maintains harmony 
between the body and mind of 
persons and is useful in man-
aging lifestyle disorders, men-
tal stress and wellbeing, espe-
cially improving respiratory 
health and immunity during 
this ongoing COVID-19.

Dulloo stressed on the 
need to carry forward the 

Yoga awareness to every 
nook and corner of the UT 
by involving common peo-
ple through PRIs and other 
organizations. He further 
stated that multidisciplinary 
discussions and webinars 
in collaboration with other 
line departments  like ICDS, 
NHM, Directorate of Health 
Services Jammu and Kashmir, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
PRIs, School Education De-
partment,  Higher Education 
Departments, NGOs were 
held wherein discussions 
on utility of Yoga  in various 
fields was deliberated with a 
purpose to integrate Yoga in 
different spheres of life.

PS YSS Propagates ‘Be With Yoga, 
Be At Home’ Message

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Principal Sec-
retary Youth Services & 
Sports, Alok Kumar, Monday 
urged upon the participants 
to be the ambassadors of 
the department in carrying 
forward the message “Be 
with Yoga, Be at Home” and 
make Yoga a daily routine 
for their physical, mental 
and spiritual wellbeing. 

He also emphasised upon 
them to further motivate 
and involve their family 
members in yoga to fulfil the 
dream of making India Fit.

Most of the programmes 

were conducted online in 
about 285 blocks and dis-
trict headquarters of Jammu 
and Kashmir; cutting across 
all the age groups, thou-
sands of citizens, students, 
officers and officials par-
ticipated in the celebrations 
through both virtual and 
physical mode.

Pertinently, the Depart-
ment of Youth Services and 
Sports (YSS) celebrated 7th 
International Day of Yoga 
with great fervor and enthu-
siasm in Botanical Garden at 
the foot hills of Zabarwan 
that provided an ideal ambi-
ence to the event.

Preceding to the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga, the De-
partment of Youth Services & 
Sports started organizing prac-
tice sessions a week before to 
make 7th International Day of 
Yoga a memorable event.

The Yoga Instructors ini-
tially briefed the participants 
about the essence of Yogic 
exercises and thereafter held 
a 45 minute practice session 
with demonstration of differ-
ent Yoga asanas. The message 
“Be with Yoga, Be at Home” 
was disseminated among the 
masses through different so-
cial media platforms besides 
hoardings and banners.
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Iran President-Elect Says 
Wouldn’t Meet Biden
‘The US Is Obliged To Lift All Oppressive Sanctions Against 

Iran,’ Raisi Says At News Conference

Agencies

DUBAI: Iran’s President-elect Ebra-
him Raeisi Monday struck a defi-
ant note saying that he would not 
meet with President Joe Biden nor 
negotiate over Iran's ballistic mis-
sile programme and its support 
of regional allies while demand-
ing the United States must return 
to full compliance with the 2015 
landmark nuclear deal with Iran.

This was Raisi’s first news con-
ference following his landslide 
victory in last week’s election.

Judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi also 
described himself as a “defender of 
human rights” when asked about 
his involvement in the 1988 spate 
of executions of members of West 
backed Mojahedin Khalq terror 
group. It marked the first time he’s 
been put on the spot on live televi-
sion over these executions at the 
end of the Iran-Iraq war.

“The US is obliged to lift all op-
pressive sanctions against Iran,” 
Raisi said at the news conference.

Raisi sitting in front of a sea of 
microphones looked nervous at 
the beginning of his comments but 
slowly became more at ease over 
the hourlong news conference.

Asked about Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile program and its support of 
regional militias, Raisi described 
the issues as “non-negotiable.”      

Tehran’s fleet of attack aircraft 
date largely back to before the 
1979 Islamic Revolution, forcing 
Iran to instead invest in missiles 
as a hedge against arch enemy 
Israel and its regional Arab neigh-
bors, who have purchased billions 
of dollars in American military 
hardware over the years. Those 
missiles, with a self-imposed 
range limit of 2,000 kilometers 
can reach across the Mideast and 
US military bases in the region.

Iran also relies on allies like Ye-
men’s Ansarallah and Lebanon’s He-
zbollah for counterbalance against 
enemies such as Saudi Arabia and 
Israel, respectively. It also wields 
enormous influence in two other 
key Arab countries of Iraq and Syria.

On a possible meeting with 
Biden, Raisi simply answered: “No.”
His moderate competitor in the elec-
tion, Abdolnasser Hemmati, had sug-
gested during campaigning that he’d 
be potentially willing to meet Biden.

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to Raisi’s state-
ments Monday. Raisi will become 
the first serving Iranian president 
sanctioned by the US government 
even before entering office.

The victory of Raisi, a protégé of 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Hosseini Khamenei, came amid the 
lowest turnout in the Islamic Re-
public’s history. Millions of Iranians 
stayed home in defiance of a vote 
they saw as tipped in Raisi’s favour 
after a constitutional body disquali-
fied his strongest competition.

Of those who did vote, 3.7 mil-
lion people either accidentally or 
intentionally voided their ballots, far 
beyond the amount seen in previ-
ous elections and suggesting some 
wanted none of the four candidates. 
In official results, Raisi won 17.9 mil-
lion votes overall, nearly 62% of the 
total 28.9 million cast.

Raisi’s election puts hard-liners 
firmly in control across the gov-
ernment as negotiations in Vienna 
continue to try to save a tattered 
deal meant to limit Iran’s nuclear 
program, at a time when Tehran 
is enriching uranium at 60%, its 
highest levels ever, though still 
short of weapons-grade levels.

Representatives of the world 
powers party to the deal returned 
to their capitals for consultations 
following the latest round of ne-

gotiations on Sunday.
Then-President Donald Trump 

unilaterally withdrew America 
from the landmark agreement in 
2018, setting in motion months 
of tensions across the region.

Raisi’s election victory has 
raised concerns that it could 
complicate a possible return to 
the nuclear agreement. In his 
remarks on Monday, Raisi called 
sanctions relief as “central to our 
foreign policy” and exhorted the 
US to “return and implement 
your commitments” in the deal.

On Saudi Arabia, which has re-
cently started secret talks with 
Iran in Baghdad to reduce ten-
sions with Iran, Raisi said that Iran 
would have “no problem” with a 
possible reopening of the Saudi 
Embassy in Tehran and the “res-
toration of relations faces no bar-
rier.” The embassy was closed in 
2016 when relations deteriorated.

Raeisi also touched on the issue 
of Saudi-led war on Yemen, say-
ing, “The Islamic Republic stresses 
that the war against Yemen must 
come to a rapid halt and Yemen 
must be run by Yemenis."

"It is only for the Yemeni peo-
ple to decide how their country 
should be managed,” Raeisi said, 
emphasizing that there should be 
no interference in Yemen's affairs 
by Saudi Arabia or countries that 
support Saudi Arabia in Yemen.

Raisi struck a defiant tone when 
asked about the 1988 executions.            

After the eight year imposed 
war ended in 1988, members of 
the Iranian opposition group MeK, 
heavily armed by Saddam Hussein, 
stormed across the Iranian border 
from Iraq in a surprise attack. Iran 
ultimately blunted their assault.

Those caught by the Iranian 
forces were given an option. Those 
who showed their willingness to 
“clear minefields for the army of the 
Islamic Republic,” were pardoned 
and those who refused were sent to 
gallows on charges of treason. Raisi 
served on the commissions.

“I am proud of being a defender 
of human rights and of people’s 
security and comfort as a prosecu-
tor wherever I was,” he said. “All 
actions I carried out during my 
office were always in the direction 
of defending human rights.”            

He added: “Today in the presi-
dential post, I feel obliged to de-
fend human rights.” 

UN Warns Of Worst 'Cascade Of Human 
Rights Setbacks In Our Lifetimes'

Agencies

T
he UN rights chief called on 
Monday for "concerted ac-
tion" to help recover from 

the worst global deterioration of 
rights she had seen, highlighting 
situations in China, Russia and 
Ethiopia, among others.

"To recover from the most wide-
reaching and severe cascade of hu-
man rights setbacks in our lifetimes, 
we need a life-changing vision, and 
concerted action," Michelle Bachelet 
told the opening of the UN Human 
Rights Council's 47th session.

"Extreme poverty, inequalities 
and injustice are rising. Demo-
cratic and civic space is being 
eroded," she warned.

The session, which lasts until 
July 13 and which is being held 
virtually due to continued Co-
vid-19 restrictions, is due to fea-
ture an eagerly anticipated report 

about systemic racism, and draft 
resolutions focused on a range of 
concerning rights situations, in-
cluding in Myanmar, Belarus and 
Ethiopia's northern Tigray region.

'Executions, sexual violence'
In her opening address, the 

UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights said she was "deeply 
disturbed" by reports of "serious 
violations" in Tigray, wracked by 
war and with some 350,000 peo-
ple threatened by famine.

She pointed to "extrajudicial ex-
ecutions, arbitrary arrests and deten-
tions, sexual violence against children 
as well as adults, and forced displace-

ment," and said she had "credible re-
ports" that Eritrean soldiers were still 
operating in the region.

Other parts of Ethiopia, which 
was holding elections on Mon-
day, were also seeing "alarming 
incidents of deadly ethnic and 
inter-communal violence and dis-
placement... linked to increasing 
polarisation about long-standing 
grievances," Bachelet said. "The on-
going deployment of military forc-
es is not a durable solution," she 
said, calling for national dialogue.

'Chilling impact'
The UN rights chief also point-

ed to the "chilling impact" of a 
sweeping national security law 
introduced in Hong Kong.

The law, which took effect on 
July 1, 2020, is seen as the spear tip 
of a sweeping crackdown on Bei-
jing's critics in the semi-autono-
mous city of Hong Kong following 
2019's huge democracy protests.

Israel Foreign Minister 
Yair Lapid To Visit UAE 
In First Official Visit

Agence France-Presse

JERUSALEM: Israel's Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid will visit the 
United Arab Emirates, in the first 
official ministerial visit since the 
two nations agreed to normalise 
ties, his office said Monday.

Israel and the UAE, along with 
Bahrain, normalised ties in Sep-
tember, and the Jewish state also 
last year agreed to normalise re-
lations with two other Arab na-
tions, Morocco and Sudan.

"Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
will hold the first and historic 
official visit of an Israeli Foreign 
Minister to the UAE," a state-
ment read.

He will be hosted by Emirati For-
eign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan on his two-day 
visit from June 29-30, it added.

Lapid is the architect of a co-
alition government in Israel that 
came to power on June 13, oust-
ing long serving prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who pre-
sided over last year's normalisa-
tion accords.

Israeli ministers have previ-
ously visited the UAE, but La-
pid is the most senior Israeli to 
make the trip, and the first to 
travel on an official journey.

"Ties between Israel and the 
UAE are an important relation-
ship, the fruits of which will be 
enjoyed not only by the citizens 
of the two countries, but by the 

entire Middle East," the state-
ment added.

Lapid will inaugurate the Is-
raeli Embassy in Abu Dhabi, as 
well as the Consulate General of 
Israel in Dubai.

In October 2018, Miri Regev, 
then Israel's Minister of Culture 
and Sports, travelled with the 
national judo team to Abu Dha-
bi, but it was not an official visit.

Another Israeli minister, 
Ayoub Kara, then Minister of 
Communications, spoke in Oc-
tober 2018 at an international 
conference on telecommunica-
tions in Dubai.

In March, a planned official 
prime ministerial visit to the 
UAE by Netanyahu was cancelled 
due to a "dispute" with Jordan 
over the use of its airspace, ac-
cording to Israeli officials.

etanyahu -- replaced as prime 
minister by Jewish nationalist 
Naftali Bennett in Israel's new 
government -- had already post-
poned in February a visit to the 
UAE and Bahrain, amid travel 
restrictions imposed to stem the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Israel's normalisation accords 
with the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco 
and Sudan -- known as the Abra-
ham Accords -- were last year 
brokered by then US president 
Donald Trump's administration.

Israel has already signed a raft 
of deals with both UAE and Bah-
rain, ranging from tourism to 
aviation and financial services.

On Monday, the Israel-based 
i24News television network 
said it would open an office in 
Dubai, a first for an Israel-based 
media outlet.

The normalisation accords 
have been condemned by the 
Palestinians as they break 
with years of Arab League pol-
icy which has held that there 
should be no relations with Is-
rael until it makes peace with 
the Palestinians.

Taliban Say 'Islamic System' 
Only Way To Afghan Peace, 
Women's Rights

Agencies

T
he Taliban said on Sunday 
they remain committed to 
peace talks but insisted a 

"genuine Islamic system" in Af-
ghanistan was the only way to 
end the war and ensure rights 
-- including for women.

Talks between the mili-
tants and the Afghan govern-
ment have been deadlocked 
for months, and violence has 
surged across the country since 
May, when the US military be-
gan its final withdrawal.

Fears are also growing that if 
the Taliban return to power, they 
will reimpose their harsh ver-
sion of Islamic law, under which 
girls were banned from school 
and women accused of crimes 
such as adultery were stoned to 
death in stadiums.

Despite the rise in violence, 
Taliban Co-Founder and Deputy 
Leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar said on Sunday that the group 
was committed to the peace talks.

"Our very participation in the 
negotiations... indicates openly 
that we believe in resolving issues 
through (mutual) understanding," 
Baradar said in a statement.

He said the only way to end the 
conflict in Afghanistan was to es-
tablish an Islamic system after the 
departure of all foreign forces.

"A genuine Islamic system is the 
best [method] for solution of all is-
sues of the Afghans," Baradar said.

His statement acknowledged 
the fears in Afghanistan and 
abroad about the kind of system 

that would emerge -- and its 
impact on women -- saying that 
it fell "within the ambit of the 
intra-Afghan negotiations.”

Baradar also assured that the 
rights of all Afghans, including 
women would be accommodat-
ed in that system, according to 
"the glorious religion of Islam" 
and Afghan traditions.
'Taliban destroying Afghanistan'

But many fear that the Taliban's 
interpretation of rights will clash 
with the changes that have hap-
pened in Afghan society since 2001.

In May, a US intelligence report 
said the gains made over the past 
two decades on women's rights 
would be rolled back if the mili-
tants returned to power.

As the US military presses 
ahead to meet the September 
11 deadline to complete the 
troop withdrawal, the Taliban 
have fought daily battles with 
government forces and claim to 
have captured 40 districts.

The growing fear and uncer-
tainty about the future have 
forced many Afghans to try and 
leave, including thousands of 
men and women who fear repri-
sals because they worked with 
foreign forces.

Saudi Seeks Religious Reset 
As Clerical Power Wanes

Agencies

M
uezzins issuing high-
decibel calls to prayer 
have long been part 

of Saudi identity, but a crack-
down on mosque loudspeakers 
is among contentious reforms 
seeking to shake off the Muslim 
kingdom's austere image.

Saudi Arabia, home to the ho-
liest Muslim sites, has long been 
associated with a rigid strain 
of Islam known as Wahhabism 
that inspired generations of 
global extremists and left the 
oil-rich kingdom steeped in 
conservatism.

But the role of religion faces 
the biggest reset in modern 
times as Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, spurred by the 
need to diversify the oil-reliant 
economy, pursues a liberaliza-
tion drive in parallel with a vig-
orous crackdown on dissent.

Chipping away at a key pillar 
of its Islamic identity, the gov-
ernment last month ordered 
that mosque loudspeakers limit 
their volume to one-third of 
their maximum capacity and not 
broadcast full sermons, citing 
concerns over noise pollution.

In a country home to tens 
of thousands of mosques, the 
move triggered an online back-
lash with the hashtag "We de-
mand the return of mosque 
speakers" gaining traction.

It also sparked calls to ban 
loud music in restaurants, once 
taboo in the kingdom but now 
common amid liberalization ef-
forts, and to fill mosques in such 
large numbers that authorities 
are forced to permit loudspeak-
ers for those gathering outside.

But authorities are unlikely to 
budge, as economic reforms for 
a post-oil era take precedence 
over religion, observers say.

"The country is re-establish-
ing its foundations," Aziz Al-
ghashian, a politics lecturer at 
the University of Essex, told AFP.

"It's becoming an economical-
ly driven country that is invest-
ing substantial effort in trying to 
appear more appealing -- or less 
intimidating -- to investors and 
tourists."

'Post-Wahhabi era'
In the most significant 

change that began even be-
fore the rise of Prince Moham-
med, Saudi Arabia neutered its 
once-feared religious police, 
who once chased people out of 
malls to go and pray and berat-
ed anyone seen mingling with 
the opposite sex.

In what was once unthink-
able, some shops and restau-
rants now remain open during 
the five daily Muslim prayers.

As clerical power wanes, 
preachers are endorsing gov-
ernment decisions they once 
vehemently opposed -- includ-
ing allowing women to drive, 
the reopening of cinemas, and 
an outreach to Jews.

Saudi Arabia is revising school 
textbooks to scrub well-known 
references denigrating non-
Muslims as "swines" and "apes.”

The practice of non-Muslim 
religions remains banned in the 
kingdom, but government advi-
sor Ali Shihabi recently told US 
media outlet Insider that allow-
ing a church was on "the to-do 
list of the leadership.”

Authorities have publicly 
ruled out lifting an absolute 
ban on alcohol, forbidden in 
Islam. But multiple sources, in-
cluding a Gulf-based diplomat, 
quoted Saudi officials as saying 
in closed-door meetings that "it 
will gradually happen.”

"It's not an exaggeration to say 
that Saudi Arabia has entered a 
post-Wahhabi era, though the 
exact religious contours of the 
state are still in flux," Kristin Di-
wan of the Arab Gulf States In-
stitute in Washington told AFP.

"Religion no longer has veto 
power over the economy, social 
life and foreign policy."

‘We Love You Catalonia’: 
Spain To Pardon Jailed 
Separatists

By Alasdair Fotheringham

S
panish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez has confirmed con-
troversial plans to pardon 

nine Catalan separatists who were 
jailed for their role in the illegal in-
dependence referendum of 2017.

The Socialist leader made the 
widely expected announcement 
during a speech in Catalonia’s capi-
tal, Barcelona, on Monday morning.

“Tomorrow, guided by this con-
stitutional spirit of forgiveness, I 
will propose that the cabinet ap-
prove the pardon,” Sanchez said.

His speech was briefly inter-
rupted by a young pro-separat-
ist, while dozens more protes-
tors stood outside. Some said 
pardons did not go far enough, 
calling instead for amnesty.

The government had argued last 
year that the sedition laws which 
saw the nine figures jailed for up 
to 13 years were excessively harsh.

The move to spare the sepa-
ratists of punishment has gar-
nered a mixed reaction in Spain.

One recent survey said more 
than 60 percent of Spaniards 
were opposed to the plan and 
last week, thousands gathered 
to protest against the pardons.

Most Catalans, however, approve.
The Spanish Confederation of 

Business Organisations (CEOE), 
Spain’s business community leader, 
had also said it favoured the move.

The country’s right-wing par-
ties, meanwhile, currently on 
the rise in the polls, will be cer-
tain to use the pardons, even if 
– as seems likely – they will only 
be partial, as a rallying cry.

Last Sunday, conservative Isa-
bel Díaz Ayuso, Madrid’s regional 
president, suggested they could 
place King Felipe in a difficult sit-
uation, as according to the Span-
ish Constitution, he would have 
to sign off the measures.

The pardons also leave the ques-
tion of Carles Puigdemont, the for-
mer Catalan president currently in 
self-imposed exile and who faces 
charges for his role in the indepen-
dence bid, unresolved.

“It’s extremely risky, political-
ly,” Oriol Bartomeus, professor 
of political science at Barcelo-
na’s Universidad Autonoma, told 
Al Jazeera. “The dialogue which 
will start now could end up go-
ing badly. Forces contrary to it, 
both hardline separatists and 
on the hard right in Spain, could 
end up getting stronger.

Prime Minister Imran Khan Refrains From Criticizing 
China On Uyghur Situation In Xinjiang Province

muzzamil mehboob

P
rime Minister Imran Khan re-
frained from criticizing China 
on the matter of treatment of 

Uyghur Muslims. When he was 
questioned about it, he replied, 
“This is not a case”.

When he was further pressur-
ized, Khan stated that how he 
refrains from commenting on the 
situations of other countries. He 
added that he is more concerned 
about his own country. He said 
that the issue of Kashmir is the 
main concern right now.

Muslims of Xinjiang
According to reports, around 11 

million Uyghurs – a largely Turkish-
speaking ethnic group – resides 
in China’s northwestern province, 
Xinjiang. As per a US report in 2018, 

since 2017, China had detained 
probably 2 million Uyghur and oth-
er members of Muslim minorities 
in internment camps.

G-7 Meeting With China
At the conclusion of the G-7 Sum-

mit in Cornwall, Britain, from June 
11 to 13, the leaders of the member 
countries issued a joint statement 
in which they, among other things, 
“[called on] China to protect human 
rights and basic freedoms, particu-
larly in relation to Xinjiang.”

However, the meeting did not end 

well as the leading spokesman of 
the Chinese Embassy in the UK said, 
“The Group of Seven (G-7) takes ad-
vantage of Xinjiang-related issues to 
engage in political manipulation and 
interfere in China’s internal affairs, 
which we firmly oppose.”

Imran’s Thoughts on China
In his Axios interview, Prime 

Minister Imran said, “Our discus-
sions with the Chinese will always 
be behind closed doors”, which 
would lead one to believe that dis-
agreements are shared in private 
because the only thing that makes 
its way to the public is resounding 
praise. In January this year, Khan 
lavished some more of it on China, 
by saying, “If we can learn from 
any one country in the world, it is 
China. Their development model 
suits Pakistan the best.”

Bachelet Seeks Xinjiang Trip Amid 
Reports Of Uighur Persecution

Agencies

U
N human rights chief Mi-
chele Bachelet has said she 
hopes to agree terms for 

a visit this year to China, includ-
ing its Xinjiang region, to look 
into reports of serious violations 
against the Uighur minority.

“I continue to discuss with 
China modalities for a visit, in-
cluding meaningful access, to 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region,” Bachelet said on 
Monday, addressing the open-
ing of a Human Rights Council 
session in Geneva.

“[I] hope this can be achieved 
this year, particularly as reports 
of serious human rights viola-
tions continue to emerge.”

Bachelet’s remarks marked 

the first time she has publicly 
suggested a timeline for any 
such visit, which her office has 
been negotiating the terms of 
since September 2018.

She is under growing pres-
sure from Western states to 
secure unfettered access to Xin-
jiang, where at least one million 
Uighurs, a largely Muslim eth-
nic group, have been detained 
in internment camps in the 
province, according to the UN.

Mass internment camps
Critics, including the UK 

and the US, say inmates at 
the camps have been sub-
jected to human rights vio-
lations, including arbitrary 
detention, forced labour, tor-
ture, forced sterilisation and 
family separation.
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 SHUGUL ORGANIZATION MONDAY held an event to mark Yoga Day at Zero Bridge 

In Srinagar at IDPS Zakura Srinagar in collaboration with Knovatic Help Foundation 

and FORTUNE Info-Media. 

Govt Sanctions Rs 200 Cr For 
Wullar Lake Conservation 

Observer News Service 

BANDIPORA: Deputy Commis-
sioner Bandipora, Dr Owais 
Ahmad on Monday said the 
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration has sanctioned Wul-
lar Action Plan for Rs 200.00 
crores for conservation and 
management of Wullar Lake.

He discussed the Action 
taken Report of directions is-
sued by the Principal Secretary 
regarding the development of 
the tourism sector in Bandip-
ora district and also discussed 
the status of DPRs for con-
struction of Boulevard Road 
around Wullar Lake.

DC also reviewed the sta-
tus of works being executed 
in the Wullar with physical 
and financial achievements, 
operationalisation of Huts in 
the Wullar Vintage Park, Con-
struction of TRC at Bandipora 
and providing of Solar Lights 
to the left-out households of 
Banayari village by WUMCA.

While reviewing the prog-
ress of dredging works in Wul-
lar, the Deputy Commissioner 
directed to send a joint team 
of officers of R&B, Revenue, 
WUCMA, Forest, Geology and 
Mining and other allied de-
partments to Wullar to pre-

pare a Detailed Project Report 
for the construction of Boule-
vard Road 3 Kilometers in the 
initial instance from Banyari 
to Garoora. He asked the join 
team to submit their report 
within shortest possible time 
so that further necessary ac-
tion is taken to complete the 
project at earliest.

Dr Owais also directed the 
officers of the tourism depart-
ment to come up with a propos-
al immediately to revive the wa-
ter sports in Wullar. He said the 
introduction of water sports in 
Wullar will help the local youth 
to earn their livelihood and will 
open the doors for further job 

opportunities to the local un-
employed youngsters.

He said the Wullar lake is 
the valuable asset of not only 
the district but for the whole 
UT. He said if the tourism po-
tential is exploited fully, it will 
entirely change the socio-eco-
nomic condition of the local 
population of the district. He 
said there is a huge potential 
for Water Sports besides hav-
ing a huge fish  stocks in the 
lake. He said the administra-
tion also intends to develop a 
Golf Club on one of the islands 
inside the Wullar. He said the 
restoration of the lost glory of 
the lake is in full swing.

Eco-sensitive Zone Of Hirpora 
Wildlife Sanctuary Notified

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Union Min-
istry of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change has noti-
fied 120.56 square kilometres 
around Hirpora Wildlife sanc-
tuary as eco-sensitive zone.

The Ministry has declared 
the ESZ around the wildlife 
sanctuary after seeking sug-
gestions from the public over 
it. “The eco-sensitive zone 
shall be to an extent of 0 (zero) 
to 1.0 kilometre around the 
boundary of Hirpora Wildlife 
Sanctuary and the area of the 
eco-sensitive zone is 120.56 
square kilometres,” the Minis-
try said in a notification,

The draft proposal for de-
claring the ESZ around the 
sanctuary was put in public 

domain by the Ministry on 
June 9, 2020.

Spread over an area of 
around 341.25 square kilo-
metres, the sanctuary got its 
name from village Hirpora, a 
small hamlet that lies on the 
North-Eastern outskirts of the 
protected area and forms its 
gateway.

“It came into existence on 
March 19, 1987.  While framing 
the organisational set up of the 
department of Wildlife Protec-

tion, the Government of J&K 
again notified the establish-
ment of Hirpora wildlife sanc-
tuary on May 13, 1991.”

Later, the government 
through a notification in 
2007 extended the area 
of the sanctuary to 341.25 
square kilometres.

The sanctuary has vast veg-
etative covers which provides 
an ideal habitat for mammal 
and other faunal species.

It also provides habitat for 
the some rare, endangered and 
threatened species like mark-
hor (near threatened), Kashmir 
musk deer (endangered), com-
mon leopard (vulnerable), Hi-
malayan griffon vulture (near 
threatened), bearded vulture 
(near threatened), Kashmir 
flycatcher (vulnerable). 

DC ALSO REVIEWED THE STATUS OF WORKS BEING executed 
in the Wullar with physical and financial achievements, operationalisation of 
Huts in the Wullar Vintage Park, Construction of TRC at Bandipora and providing 

of Solar Lights to the left-out households of Banayari village by WUMCA.

Will Reimpose Restrictions 
If Covid SOP’s Not 
Followed: DC Ganderbal

GANDERBAL: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, 
Krittika Jyotsna Monday said 
that strict adherence to Covid 
SOPs is imperative to defeat 
the pandemic.

She said that weekend cur-
few and other Covid restric-
tions are over in the district but 
night curfew from 8 PM to 7AM 
shall remain in place. She said 

though restrictions are over 
but if Covid appropriate be-
haviour is not followed by all, 
the restriction scenario can be 
back and urged upon people to 
follow the guidelines and SOPs 
strictly besides avoiding pub-
lic gathering which would be 
imperative to combat the third 
wave of pandemic.

Giving details on positivity 
rate, the DC said that last week 
7000 test were done in the dis-
trict in which 3.5% tests were 
positive and in this week 9300 
tests have been conducted and 
positivity rate is just 1.5%. Be-
sides last week 249 cases were 
active and in this week 133 
cases are active in the district, 
she added.

Elaborating on tests done at 
Covid Care Centres, she said that 

DC Kulgam Urges People 
To Adhere To Covid SOPs

Observer News Service 

KULGAM: The Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat Monday inspected 
several locations in Kulgam 
Town and took stock of imple-
mentation of various COVID-19 
related advisories and guide-
lines which also includes use 
of face masks, social distancing, 
rotational opening of business 
establishments etc.

The Deputy Commissioner 
visited Naikpora market, main 
market Kulgam, Qazigund adda 
market, hospital market etc.

During the visit it was ob-
served that most of women are 
not wearing masks in market 

places and were appealed to ad-
here to SOPs and use face masks.

The DC also impressed upon 
service providers to follow all 
the guidelines and precautions 
in view of the pandemic.

SKUAST-K Gets One-Year 
Extension For World 
Bank-Funded Project 

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) has 
granted a one-year extension of 
its World Bank-funded National 
Agricultural Higher Education 
Project (NAHEP) to Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology Kashmir. 

The one-year extension of the 
project was announced Monday 
during a function held to felicitate 
the coordinators, consultants and 
other staff after SKUAST-Kashmir 
was rated among the best per-
formers among 58 agricultural in-
stitutions of higher education and 
research in the country during the 
recently held annual review of the 
project. 

Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-
Kashmir, Prof JP Sharma was the 
chief guest and Deputy Direc-
tor General Education ICAR and 
National Director NAHEP, Dr RC 
Agarwal was the guest of hon-
our of the function. 

National Coordinator NAHEP 

Dr Ramasundaram together 
with Directors, Deans, Registrar, 
other officers of University and 
University Scientists compris-
ing Core Coordinators of NAHEP, 
Faculty Coordinators, Innova-
tion Ambassadors and NAHEP 
staff attended the function that 
was conducted in hybrid mode 
(Offline + online). 

National Director NAHEP Dr RC 
Aggarwal lauded SKUAST-Kash-
mir for effective implementation 
of the institutional development 
plan of SKUAST-K. He hoped that 
SKUAST-K will develop a Model 
Agricultural Higher Education 
Setup for the whole Country.  Dr 
P Ramasundaram, National Co-
ordinator NAHEP complimented 
SKUAST-Kashmir for achiev-
ing all the targets and meeting 
all the timelines of the project 
implementation. The innovative 
approach adopted by SKUAST-K 
during the implementation of the 
project to circumvent the limi-
tations imposed by continuous 
lockdowns was also highlighted. 

APSCC Demands Inclusion 
Of Minorities For Redrawing 
Constituencies In J&K

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: All Parties Sikh Coordi-
nation Committee (APSCC) on Mon-
day demanded inclusion of minori-
ties like Sikhs, Gujjars and Paharis 
in the ongoing consultations of the 
Delimitation Commission as part of 
its exercise in Jammu and Kashmir.

The APSCC in a statement said the 
exclusion of minorities is unaccept-
able and it would be fought tooth and 
nail by the members of concerned 
communities.

APSCC chairman Jagmohan Singh 
Raina said that members of different 
minorities need to be taken on board 
by the Delimitation Commission be-
fore any decision about the redrawing 
of assembly constituencies is taken.

Raina said that any exercise without 
the participation of minority commu-
nity members would be useless and 
meaningless.

"It is imperative that members of 
minority communities like Sikhs, Gu-
jjars and Paharis are consulted by the 
Delimitation Commission since their 
population is large in many assembly 
segments. The suggestions put for-
ward by the political parties and mi-
nority community members should 
be put in public domain before any 
final decision is taken by the Home 
Ministry," he said.

Raina said that in case members 
of minority communities are left out 
in the exercise then they would be 
constrained to come on roads and 
lodge protest.

He said that minorities have suf-
fered in Jammu and Kashmir and 
time has come to apply balm on 
their wounds.

The APSCC has demanded reser-
vation of three seats in Kashmir and 
four seats in Jammu division for the 
Sikh community.

GMC Hospital Jammu 
Resumes OPD Services

Observer News Service 

JAMMU: With Covid cases declining 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the Govern-
ment Medical College (GMC) Hospi-
tal here reopened its Out Patient De-
partment (OPD) services after over 
two months, but only with a prior 
appointment, officials said Monday.

The OPD services in various Covid-
dedicated hospitals including the GMC 
were suspended in April following a 
surge in cases, with some of them re-
opening over the past two weeks.

Sharing the telephone numbers for 
booking an appointment in different 
departments including eye, orthopae-
dics, medicine and surgery, an official 
spokesperson said the total number of 
appointments per speciality per day 

would not exceed 25 which is also 
subject to revision based on the future 
trend of the pandemic.

He said the dedicated phone 
number would be operational from 
10 am to 4 pm on all working days 
for fixing the appointments.

The spokesman said Covid-
appropriate behaviour would be 
observed by everyone in all depart-
ments of the hospital including 
the registration and OPD area, and 
sought people's cooperation,

"Each patient will be accompanied 
by not more than one attendant who 
must be wearing proper face masks. 
The patients are advised to attend the 
OPD by prior appointment only, failing 
which they may be liable not to be ex-
amined by the doctors in OPD, he said.

7-Year-Old Girl Abducted, 
Raped In Doda

Observer News Service 

BHADERWAH: A seven-year-old 
girl was allegedly abducted and 
raped by a man in a remote vil-
lage in Doda district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, police said on Monday.

Sohan Singh (35) has been ar-
rested and booked under section 
363 (abduction) and 376 (rape) of 
the Indian Penal Code and provi-
sions of the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, Superintendent of Police, 
Bhaderwah, Abdul Qayoom said.

He said the incident took 
place at Kundi-Chiralla village of 
Thathri on Saturday night dur-

ing a marriage function there.
Singh, a resident of Chhaksoo 

village, allegedly took the girl 
into a nearby forest and assault-
ed her sexually before fleeing 
the scene, the officer said, add-
ing he was arrested soon after 
a complaint was received at the 
local police station.

Principal GMC Anantnag 
Transferred

Observer News Service 

Government on Monday transferred 
Dr. Showkat Ahmad Jeelanl, Principal, 
Government Medical College, Anant-
nag and “temporarily” assigned the 
charge of the post to Dr. Tariq Syed 
Qureshi, Professor and Head, Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology, Govern-
ment Medical College, Srinagar “till a 
regular arrangement is made.”   

According to an order by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Health and 
Medical Education Department, 
Atal Dulloo (IAS), Dr. Showkat Ah-
mad Jeelanl, Principal, Government 
Medical College, Anantnag has been 

posted as Secretary Technical in the 
Health and Medical Education De-
partment with immediate effect. 
“During his posting as Secretary 
Technical in the Health and Medical 
Education Department, his salary 
shall be drawn against the post of 
Principal, Government Medical Col-
lege, Anantnag,” reads the order.

Dr. Tariq Syed Qureshi shall con-
tinue to draw his salary against the 
post of Professor, Department of 
Ophthalmology, Government Medi-
cal College, Srinagar during the pe-
riod he holds the charge of the post 
of Principal, Government Medical 
College, Anantnag, the order added. 

Govt Suspends SSP Ramesh Kumar 
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir government on Monday suspend-
ed Senior Superintendent of Police, pending enquiry, officials said.   

“Pending enquiry into his conduct, Ramesh Kumar Bhat (JKPS:1999), 
Senior Superintendent of Police, presently attached in the Home De-
partment, is hereby placed under suspension, with immediate effect, 
in terms of Rule 31 of the Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services (Classi-
fication, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1956,” reads a government order 
issued by Principal Secretary Home, Shaleen Kabra.

During the period of his suspension, Ramesh Kumar Bhat has been 
ordered to remain attached in the Home Department, the order added.

Two Chemists Booked For 
Violating Norms

Observer News Service 

BARAMULLA: Legal Metrology department Baramulla has regis-
tered cases against two medical shops in the district for violating 
the labelling norms in the sale of pulse Oximeters 

An official said that a medical shop was selling Oximeters with 
dual MRP, while medical shop was selling Oximeters without statu-
tory declarations. 

He said that legal metrology team seized the deceptive products 
and initiated further legal proceedings.

Yoga Day Celebrations Held Across Kashmir 
SRINAGAR:  7th International 
Yoga Day celebrations were 
held across J&K. 

Owing to Covid-19 SOPs, the 
number of participants was re-
stricted and all the necessary 
steps were taken to adhere to 
the Government guidelines.

Junaid Azim Matoo, Mayor, 
SMC was the chief guest at one 
of the events held at TRC Foot-
ball/Cricket ground Srinagar.

Nuzhat Gull, Secretary J&K 
Sports Council expressed her grat-
itude to the entire administration, 
Dignitaries, Officers, officials and 
media fraternity for turning to the 
venues early morning and making 
this event a grand success.

Meanwhile, the health depart-
ment, Srinagar also organized 
similar event here with the theme 
"BE WITH YOGA, BE AT HOME.

The session was organized as 
per the guidelines of Ministry 
of AYUSH Govt of India and the 

COVID 19 SOP's. The event was 
conducted by Dr Asif Kundan-
gar, Dr Rehana (Yoga therapist) 
and Dr Ruhail John.

ANANTNAG
The department of Youth Ser-

vices and Sports in collaboration 
with Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK) 
Anantnag organised the main 
event at sports stadium Anant-
nag where students, volunteers 
and officials participated amid 
strict observance of Covid SOPs.

PULWAMA
District Administration Pulwa-

ma in collaboration with Depart-
ment of Youth Services and Sports 
and AYUSH and NYK Monday 
organised a function in connec-
tion with celebration of 7th In-
ternational Day of Yoga with the 
theme"Be with Yoga,Be at Home"

KUPWARA
Yoga Day was celebrated 

across district Kupwara with 
zeal and enthusiasm. Apart 

from participation of school 
children in 24 blocks of the 
district, people from different 
walks of life including women, 
adults and youth, participated 
in various yoga events held in 
the district. The theme of this 
year’s International Yoga Day is 
‘Be with Yoga, be at Home’.

SHOPIAN
Youth Services & Sports De-

partment Shopian in collabo-
ration with Indian Systems of 
Medicine, AYUSH Monday orga-
nized 7th International Yoga Day 
at Bohrihallan Shopian. On the 
occasion, different expert Yoga 
teachers initially briefed about 
the essence of Yogic exercises on 
the health of individuals.

KULGAM
International Day of Yoga 

2021 with a theme, "Be with 
Yoga Be at Home" celebrated at 
Kulgam today.

The Yoga sessions were orga-

nized by District Administra-
tion Kulgam in collaboration 
with AYUSH and Youth Servic-
es and Sports Department.

The Deputy Commissioner 
Kulgam Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din-
Bhat also participated in Yoga 
session and performed various 
yog Asanes.

BANDIPORA
Deputy Commissioner Ban-

dipora Dr Owais Ahmad led 
the celebrations of the Interna-
tional Yoga Day by practicing 
yoga at SK Stadium Bandipora 
on Monday morning.

BARAMULLA
To mark the celebration of 

International Yoga Day 2021 
being observed every year on 
21st of June, a special yoga 
event was today organized here 
at Government Boys Higher 
Secondary School Baramulla in 
which students from several 
educational institutions, among 

other concerned stakeholders, 
participated with overwhelm-
ing zeal and enthusiasm.  This 
year’s theme is ‘Be with Yoga, 
Be at Home’.

GANDERBAL
Department of Youth Services 

& Sports and  Department of 
ISM&H (AYUSH) Ganderbal Mon-
day jointly organised District level 
7th International Day of Yoga in 
the lawns of Mini Secretariat Gan-
derbal in which officials of district 
administration participants.

BUDGAM
District Youth Services & 

Sports Office Budgam organ-
ised an event on the occasion 
of 7th International Yoga Day at 
Sports Stadium Budgam, which 
witnessed participation of huge 
number of Students. On the oc-
casion, different expert Yoga 
teachers initially briefed about 
the essence of Yogic exercises 
for the health of individuals.
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Conceit and Counterfeit

Degrading Academic Ecosystem  
in Universities of Kashmir 

Fingers crossed

A
fter days of speculations, the centre has in-

vited fourteen leaders from fourteen politi-

cal leaders from Jammu and Kashmir to a 

meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

in New Delhi on  June 24. Union Home Secretary Ajay 

Bhalla  called up J&K leaders for the meeting. Among 

those who have been invited include former chief min-

isters of the erstwhile state – National Conference's Fa-

rooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah, PDP chief Mehboo-

ba Mufti and Congress' Ghulam Nabi Azad. Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah is also expected to be present during 

the meeting. 

This would be the first such meeting since the revo-

cation of J&K's special status and its bifurcation into 

two Union Territories was announced in August 2019. 

The meeting thus assumes an extraordinary signifi-

cance. Some reports are saying that its agenda is the res-

toration of J&K's statehood. Similarly, the meeting is 

expected to discuss the ongoing delimitation exercise 

set to redraw the constituencies in the former state. The 

completion of the exercise is expected to lead to holding 

of elections to the Assembly. It is not yet clear whether 

elections would follow statehood or vice versa. 

However, in a surprise decision on Sunday, the PDP 

leader Mehbooba Mufti  decided she won't attend the 

meeting. Earlier, in an apparent confidence building 

measure, government had released the senior PDP lead-

er Sartaj Madni from his monthslong detention.

A hectic political activity is underway in the run up 

to the meeting. The parties are holding internal meet-

ings to decide the course of action. Congress has sought 

restoration of full statehood and conduct of elections 

as a way forward to restore democracy. Addressing a 

press conference in New Delhi, Congress leader Ran-

deep Singh Surjewala said that undoing of J&K state-

hood was a direct attack on the democracy and the con-

stitutional principles. 

Interestingly Pakistan has also taken note of the 

meeting. The country's foreign minister Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi has called on  India to refrain from taking any 

"further illegal steps" in Kashmir after its actions of Au-

gust 5, 2019. 

So much is riding on the meeting. There is, for once, 

a hope that the meeting will come up with a roadmap for 

the elections and the statehood for J&K. It remains to be 

seen how  Kashmiri parties would approach the meeting. 

Their main demand is the reversal of the withdrawal of 

Article 370 that granted J&K autonomous status under 

India's constitution. As things stand, the centre is  un-

likely to accede to this demand. Even the full statehood 

remains doubtful. However, untill the meeting actually 

takes place two days later, there's not much we can do 

beyond speculating what is going to happen.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Take the Lead

I
ndia’s reoriented vaccination strategy, announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June 7, kicks in from 
today, with the Centre procuring 75 per cent of the shots 
and distributing them to the states for free. This is ex-

pected to remove the supply deficit that has hobbled anti-Co-
vid inoculation in the past two months. But the project will 
also require a push on another front. Just as many people 
have anxiously waited their turn for the shots, several oth-
ers have, reportedly, been reluctant to go to the vaccinators. 
Misinformation and misplaced beliefs have led to suspicions 
about the potential ill-effects of the shots, especially in large 
pockets of rural India. Allaying fears, removing scepticism 
and combating vaccine hesitancy will require sustained 
engagement at the community-level, and even door-to-door 
counselling. Creating a circle of trust will require a broad-
spectrum effort with critical roles for elected political lead-
ers, among others.

Its basic premise is not very complicated: Follow the sci-
ence . Regulatory bodies and government agencies must, of 
course, conduct themselves transparently, answer queries 
and remove doubts with alacrity. But the work of vaccina-
tors becomes difficult when vaccine safety issues get em-
broiled in adversarial politics. Unfortunately, this cardinal 
principle has been violated — examples include SP leader 
Akhilesh Yadav’s denigration of Covaxin as the “BJP vac-
cine”, and, most recently, Congress spokesperson Pawan 
Khera wading into the fuss over the use of calf serum in the 
Bharat Biotech manufactured shots. State governments and 
some Opposition leaders did raise valid questions about vac-
cine shortage and, along with the Supreme Court, pushed 
the government to change its strategy. But the political lead-
ership, as a whole, has not taken ownership of the vaccine 
hesitancy crisis. They must lose no time now in reaching out 
to their constituencies and party workers at the grass roots 
level with the message: No one is safe till everyone is safe 
and the vaccine is the best known shield against the virus.

The Indian Express 

K O  V I E W

Muhammad Tahir

H
igher education in Kashmir is in dire 
straits, and the academic leadership is 
doing nothing to fix the system. Acute 
problems exist across the domains: 

there is a lack of ‘strategic plan’ at the admin-
istrative level, research output is substandard, 
pedagogical approach is outmoded, teacher eval-
uation process and student feedback and surveys 
hardly exist, and a highly bureaucratized culture 
prevails, perpetuating a rule by mediocrities. 
Lack of accountability and exaggerated reputa-
tion has further compounded the problem.  

Take the case of the University of Kashmir 
(KU), one of the oldest educational institutions 
of higher learning in Kashmir. KU’s vision 
statement reads: “To be a world class Universi-
ty committed to create and disseminate knowl-
edge for human development and welfare.” It 
is a nice ideal, but a cursory glance at the re-
search output of the senior faculty shows that 
this vision statement is just rhetoric, a sheer 
formality. What is being flaunted as research 
is mostly a showpiece of shoddy scholarship. 
Nearly two-third of articles written by the uni-
versity faculty have appeared in predatory and 
fake/cloned journals. Predatory journals and 
publishers are defined as “entities that priori-
tize self-interest at the expense of scholarship 
and are characterized by false or misleading 
information, deviation from best editorial and 
publication practices, a lack of transparency, 
and/or the use of aggressive and indiscriminate 
solicitation practices.”

Both, the faculty and the university is at 
fault, though the larger share of blame lies 
with the university which has failed to inte-
grate its professed values into the university’s 
eco-system to encourage work ethics, induce 
professionalism and rigor required to produce 
knowledge. There is no real incentive for the 
permanent faculty to publish (They can get pro-
motions through other, mostly administrative, 
activities). Otherwise what can explain the case 
that some senior professors in the School of So-
cial Sciences haven’t published any research 
article since last eight years? So, it is easy to say 
that your university is “committed to create 
knowledge” than actually operationalizing that 
vision in everyday processes of the university. 

Whatever little research the senior faculty 
of KU has published is substandard. Because 
they have chosen to publish in predatory and 
fake/cloned journals. Except for a couple of 
young Assistant Professors, who have recent-
ly published their research through reputed 
international academic publishers like Rout-

ledge and Oxford University Press, there is 
hardly anything to show by the senior faculty 
in terms of solid piece of scholarship that could 
be cited by international scholars/researchers 
interested in the Kashmir studies. Either for 
convenience or lack of confidence, senior fac-
ulty often opt for self-publishing, if they have a 
manuscript. Many faculty members go for local 
Srinagar-based publishers who are infamous 
for their poor editorial processes and do not fol-
low standard academic publishing practices, 
such as peer-review, which is an essential com-
ponent of knowledge production in academia.    

It should be a cause of great embarrass-
ment that a senior professor of the Department 
of History has listed two fake journals in his 
“Published Research Papers” column. One of 
the journals is even highlighted as having an 
impact factor of 4.6. A simple search on Scimago 
or JCR website would have made it clear that 
the journal is not even indexed on credible data-
bases. An investigative blogpost about this jour-
nal is open access on the internet and for every-
one to read. But university officials seem not to 
fact-check before posting information on their 
official website. Or, they simply do not have a 
mechanism to address this issue. 

Information shared by the Department of 
Economics is equally scandalous. In the Publica-
tions column on their website, they have listed 
38 Published Papers. All of these by just three se-
nior faculty members. But what is interesting is 
that four out of these 38 papers have appeared in 
a little-known journal called European Academ-
ic Research and that too in the same year: 2013. 
This journal is neither listed on Scimago nor on 
Web of Science or any other credible academic 
database. The journal charges a processing fee of 
$US30 (approx. 2000 Rupees) and this money must 
be transferred to the account name: Kogaion Pub-
lishing Centre SRL which is based in Bucharest 
Romania. Dig a little deeper and you will find that 
Kogaion Publishing Centre SRL features in the 
List of Predatory Journals. Is this a case of casual 
approach in profession, a professor not exercis-
ing due diligence?  May be or maybe not. 

But, what would you say about the case that 
one faculty member has published a staggering 
nine articles in a single year. And some of these 
articles have appeared in journals that are pub-
lished by the same organization called Interna-
tional Journals of Multidisciplinary Research 
Academy (IJMRA). On its website, IJMRA 
has listed at least six different journals, which 
charge publication fee of 1800 rupees for a sin-
gle author and 2500 rupees for three authors.  
Of course, if your faculty chose such paid-for 

journals you can have as many articles as your 
pockets allow. 

No wonder then that the most cited articles 
and books on the Kashmir conflict are from 
non-local authors. According to Google Scholar, 
Sumantra Bose’s Kashmir: Roots of Conflict, 
Paths to Peace (2003) has been cited by 606, 
while Victoria Schofield’s Kashmir in Conflict: 
India, Pakistan and the Unending War (1996) 
has been cited by 585. Similarly, Sumit Gan-
guly’s The Crisis in Kashmir: Portents of War, 
Hopes of Peace (1997) has been cited by 446 and 
his article Explaining the Kashmir Insurgency: 
Political Mobilization and Institutional Decay 
(1996) has been cited by 218. Why is that none of 
the professors from KU or any other university 
within J&K is as widely cited despite their local 
knowledge and expertise on the Kashmir issue? 
Reasons have been already highlighted above. 
There could be other reasons also, about which 
they can tell. But it is time for the senior fac-
ulty at KU – because they hold important posi-
tions and wield power at an institutional level 
– to introspect and work towards improving 
research done at their institution. Wallowing 
in false glory and exaggerated reputation isn’t 
going to serve society. Public money that goes 
into fat salaries of professors must go for the 
public good, not for self-promotion and creation 
of false impressions. 

UGC Care List will, no doubt, address the 
issue of shoddy scholarship to some extent, but 
even then human resource at the universities in 
J&K must be properly trained to understand the 
different categories. I know a case of a young 
scholar whose article published in Q1 interna-
tional journal was not considered because the 
examining persons did not find the journal in 
the UGC Care List. They didn’t care to check the 
relevant website for instructions.       

If the KU wants to salvage its reputation, 
and is serious about its vision statement, it must 
fix the problems enumerated above. It must not 
encourage shoddy scholarship and unethical 
practices, and the first step it can take towards 
necessary reformation of the system is to imme-
diately remove the names of the predatory and 
fake journals from its website. Their presence 
on the website, which is accessible worldwide, 
reflects badly on the institution.  

Views expressed in the article are the author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent the 

editorial stance of Kashmir Observer 

Muhammad Tahir is an 
independent researcher

I
n recent times there has been 
upsurge of diseases like diabe-
tes and heart ailments people 
especially among the younger 

lot.The increased consumption of 
packaged food and sedentary lifestyle 
are  said to be the primary reasons 
for it.Studies by WHO and the lancet 
medical journal reveal that 15,735,95 
deaths in India are caused by an inad-
equate diet.This study conducted by 
WHO claims that youngsters are re-
sorting to cheap and unhealthy food 
options that mainly comprise snacks.
The mindless consumption of these 
calorie dense and nutrient deficient 

foods has become pervasive because 
of it’s easy availability and cheap 
pricing. The factors responsible for 
its immense popularity and low pric-
ing is a debate for another day, to 
be precise it's a consequence of Neo-
colonisation. The repercussions of 
it’s substitution for pure traditional 
home cooked meals are chilling.A 
human standard business report 
suggest that in 2017,”an estimated 
11 million deaths were attributed to 
poor diet.Diets high in sodium, low 
in whole grain and low in fruit to-
gether accounted for more than half 
of all the diet related deaths globally 

in 2017”.A recent report by print sug-
gests that Nestle which is originally 
a Swiss company has admitted that 
over 60% of its food and beverage 
products are unhealthy.Not only 
does the consumption of this “Ultra 
processed” food lead to obesity and 
health ailments but it also inhibits 
the absorption of vital nutrients from 
other foods. Dr Subhasree Ray who is 
a certified diabetes educator writes 
in her article, “ In India’s boom-
ing junk food market, there is little 
room for nutrition” about the link 
between decreased Vitamin D level 
and frequent consumption of instant 

noodles. there theT. These trends are 
alarming and will lead to a disaster if 
there is no timely intervention, there 
is a dire need for the government to 
step in and ensure the guidelines is-
sued by WHO and FSSAI ( Food safe-
ty and standard authority of India) 
are strictly implemented. The need 
to have a robust and strong immune 
system has become even more impor-
tant during the pandemic as good im-
munity is what is enabling people to 
fight off the deadly coronavirus.

Sabira Farooq 
sabiraf@redfiimail
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Need for Urgent and Rapid Implementation of WHO and FSSAI Guidelines 

Flooded Amar Singh College, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir. Emblematic of the state 
academic culture of higher educational institutes in Kashmir 

There is a lack 
of ‘strategic plan’ 

at the administrative 
level, research output 
is substandard, 
pedagogical approach 
is outmoded, teacher 
evaluation process 
and student feedback 
and surveys hardly 
exist, and a highly 
bureaucratized 
culture prevails, 
perpetuating a rule by 
mediocrities.
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Adjusting the Posture
Reducing the Impact of Virtual Classrooms on Children's Physical Fitness

F
rom getting worried about the excessive 
exposure to digital screens to a world of on-
line classrooms, parents today must think 
about posture, excessive screen-time, and 

the inclusion of physical activities to ensure the 
health and wellness of the next generation.

Children should be seated with their neck and 
back straight, elbows relaxed, with adequate sup-
port. Students are perfectly at home with virtual 
learning now. Where last year was spent getting 
to grips with learning in an online classroom, this 
year students, their classmates, their teachers, 
and even their parents are far more at ease learn-
ing and interacting off a computer screen.

The first year was all about adapting to a new 
way of life and learning for parents, teachers, and 
students across the country amid uncertainties 
about the effectiveness of virtual learning. This 
year, with those concerns laid to rest and with on-
line learning increasingly looking like it is here 
to stay amid the still-raging pandemic, the focus 
is shifting to the ergonomics of the ‘study from 
home’ classroom mode.

As classrooms moved to the virtual world 
last year, it soon became apparent that students 
were logging in sitting on the floor, on the sofa, 
or even on their beds. Apart from maybe a study 
table, used primarily in pre-pandemic days for a 
short duration, post-school studies, or homework, 
households naturally didn’t have “classroom” in-
frastructure.

But students are now spending as many as six 
hours attending classes at home on a laptop – and 
sometimes on handheld mobile devices with much 
smaller screens. As a result, 41% of children com-
plained of eye strain issues.

Health experts warn the resultant poor pos-
ture, lack of physical activity and prolonged 
screen time could lead to severe long-term conse-
quences putting children at risk of developing spi-
nal problems and musculoskeletal disorders.

Poor posture is bad for everyone. But it can 
take an exacting toll on children as their bones 
aren’t yet properly fused. This puts them at in-
creased risk of incorrect spinal alignment, caus-
ing the spine to form an ’S’ or ‘C’ shape in a condi-
tion known as Scoliosis, which in turn can lead to 
slouching or Kyphosis.

As a result, parents must ensure their chil-
dren are seated correctly, have plenty of breaks, 
and are engaged in physical activity that keeps 
them moving from time to time and while homes 
will never fully mimic classrooms or the school 
environment, there are plenty of simple ways par-
ents can do this.

To begin with, parents need to explain the 90-
90-90 rule to children. The back and the thighs 

should form a 90-degree angle while sitting; 
knees should also be at a 90-degree angle, and the 
feet and the ankle should be at a 90-degree angle 
as well. Parents should invest in an ergonomic 
desk, an adjustable chair of the right size, laptop 
stands that can be adjusted to make sure they are 
at the right height, a separate keyboard, and a 
mouse. At the same time, the study area should 
be properly illuminated to reduce the strain on 
the children’s eyes.

Children should be seated with their neck and 
back straight, elbows relaxed, with adequate sup-
port. Feet should also firmly rest on the ground 
or on a footrest to avoid awkward knee and foot 
postures.

If a child has to sit on a sofa or the floor or the 
bed, parents should again ensure they adopt the 
right posture and use a portable table that will en-
sure their laptop screens are at eye level so they 
don’t have to look down.

Parents should create a task-appropriate en-
vironment that is equally sensory soothing for 
children. Ensure the room is properly ventilated, 
lighting is adequate, and non-distracting during 
learning time. If possible, leave the windows & 
doors open, and add some indoor plants to their 
study area for some freshness.

Another key to mitigating any long-term con-
sequences of the virtual classroom is the schedul-
ing of activity breaks. In school, children are ac-
tive in between classes, or in their lunch breaks, 

or even simply walking up the stairs to their 
classrooms at the start of the day. Parents need to 
make sure their children remain just as active in 
between lessons. Parents need to carefully include 
micro-breaks in the children’s routine which do 
not affect their concentration & school routine and 
equally ensure adequate physical movement. It 
can be taking a short walk or motor activities like 
coloring or physical writing with a pen or pencil 
so the child doesn’t miss out on developing those 
muscles or those skills in a digital world.

Equally, after sessions, parents can engage 
their children in fun physical activities to build 
or maintain their aerobic fitness. Before the pan-
demic, children would go out, cycle, play cricket 
or football, or play playground games with their 
friends. That’s not possible amid the pandemic, so 
parents need to be equally creative to get children 
involved in fun physical activities like animal 
movements, treasure hunt games where children 
involve core exercise postures while playing.

Being indoors and forced to live our lives vir-
tually is not ideal for anyone, not least our chil-
dren. But there are steps we can take to mitigate 
the consequences of being locked down. They may 
not replicate the physical and ergonomic features 
of a full-fledged school environment. But they will 
go a long way towards ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of our children.

The author is a Retired Principal

Vijay GarG
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mitigating any long-
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the virtual classroom is 
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activity breaks. In 
school, children are 
active in between 
classes, or in their lunch 
breaks, or even simply 
walking up the stairs to 
their classrooms at the 
start of the day. Parents 
need to make sure their 
children remain just as 
active in between 
lessons

Is your Phone Eavesdropping? 

Illustration Credits: Jackson Joyce for NBC

Dana Rezazadegan 

H
ave you ever chatted with a 
friend about buying a certain 
item and been targeted with 
an ad for that same item the 

next day? If so, you may have wondered 
whether your smartphone was “listen-
ing” to you.

But is it really? Well, it’s no co-
incidence the item you’d been inter-
ested in was the same one you were 
targeted with.

But that doesn’t mean your device 
is actually listening to your conversa-
tions — it doesn’t need to. There’s a good 
chance you’re already giving it all the 
information it needs.

Can phones hear?

Most of us regularly disclose our 
information to a wide range of websites 
and apps. We do this when we grant 
them certain permissions, or allow 
“cookies” to track our online activities.

So-called “first-party cookies” allow 
websites to “remember” certain details 
about our interaction with the site. For 
instance, login cookies let you save your 
login details so you don’t have to re-en-
ter them each time.

Third-party cookies, however, are 
created by domains that are external to 
the site you’re visiting. The third party 
will often be a marketing company in 
a partnership with the first-party web-
site or app.

The latter will host the market-
er’s ads and grant it access to data 
it collects from you (which you will 
have given it permission to do — per-
haps by clicking on some innocuous 
looking popup).

As such, the advertiser can build a 
picture of your life: your routines, wants 
and needs. These companies constantly 
seek to gauge the popularity of their 
products and how this varies based on 
factors such as a customer’s age, gender, 
height, weight, job and hobbies.

By classifying and clustering this 
information, advertisers improve their 
recommendation algorithms, using 
something called recommender systems 
to target the right customers with the 
right ads.

Computers work behind the scenes

There are several machine-learning 
techniques in artificial intelligence (AI) 
that help systems filter and analyse your 
data, such as data clustering, classifica-
tion, association and reinforcement 
learning (RL).

An RL agent can train itself based 
on feedback gained from user interac-
tions, akin to how a young child will 
learn to repeat an action if it leads to 
a reward.

By viewing or pressing “like” on 
a social media post, you send a reward 
signal to an RL agent confirming you’re 
attracted to the post — or perhaps inter-
ested in the person who posted it. Either 
way, a message is sent to the RL agent 
about your personal interests and pref-
erences.

If you start actively liking posts 
about “mindfulness” on a social plat-
form, its system will learn to send you 
advertisements for companies that can 
offer related products and content.

Ad recommendations may be based 
on other data, too, including but not lim-
ited to:
•	 other ads you clicked on through the 

platform
•	 personal details you provided the 

platform (such as your age, email 
address, gender, location and which 
devices you access the platform on)

•	 information shared with the plat-
form by other advertisers or market-
ing partners that already have you 
as a customer

•	 specific pages or groups you have 
joined or “liked” on the platform.

In fact, AI algorithms can help mar-
keters take huge pools of data and use 
them to construct your entire social net-
work, ranking people around you based 
on how much you “care about” (interact 
with) them.

They can then start to target you 
with ads based on not only your own 
data, but on data collected from your 
friends and family members using the 
same platforms as you.

For example, Facebook might be 
able to recommend you something your 
friend recently bought. It didn’t need to 
“listen” to a conversation between you 
and your friend to do this.

Exercising your right to privacy is a choice

While app providers are sup-
posed to provide clear terms and 
conditions to users about how they 
collect, store and use data, nowa-
days it’s on users to be careful about 
which permissions they give to the 
apps and sites they use.

When in doubt, give permissions 
on an as-needed basis. It makes sense 
to give WhatsApp access to your cam-
era and microphone, as it can’t provide 
some of its services without this. But not 
all apps and services will ask for only 
what is necessary.

Perhaps you don’t mind receiving 
targeted ads based on your data, and 
may find it appealing. Research has 
shown people with a more “utilitarian” 
(or practical) worldview actually pre-

fer recommendations from AI to those 
from humans.

That said, it’s possible AI recommen-
dations can constrain people’s choices 
and minimise serendipity in the long 
term. By presenting consumers with al-
gorithmically curated choices of what to 
watch, read and stream, companies may 
be implicitly keeping our tastes and life-
style within a narrower frame.

Don’t want to be predicted? Don’t be predictable

There are some simple tips you 
can follow to limit the amount of 
data you share online. First, you 
should review your phone’s app per-
missions regularly.

Also, think twice before an app or 
website asks you for certain permis-
sions, or to allow cookies. Wherever pos-
sible, avoid using your social media ac-
counts to connect or log in to other sites 
and services. In most cases there will be 
an option to sign up via email, which 
could even be a burner email.

Once you do start the sign-in pro-
cess, remember you only have to share 
as much information as is needed. And if 
you’re sensitive about privacy, perhaps 
consider installing a virtual private net-
work (VPN) on your device. This will 
mask your IP address and encrypt your 
online activities.

Try it yourself

If you still think your phone is lis-
tening to you, there’s a simple experi-
ment you can try.

Go to your phone’s settings and re-
strict access to your microphone for all 
your apps. Pick a product you know you 
haven’t searched for in any of your de-
vices and talk about it out loud at some 
length with another person.

Make sure you repeat this process a 
few times. If you still don’t get any tar-
geted ads within the next few day, this 
suggests your phone isn’t really “listen-
ing” to you.

It has other ways of finding out 
what’s on your mind.

-----
By arrangements with 

the Conversation

Well, it’s no 
coincidence the item 

you’d been interested in 
was the same one you 
were targeted with. But 
that doesn’t mean your 
device is actually 
listening to your 
conversations — it 
doesn’t need to. There’s 
a good chance you’re 
already giving it all the 
information it needs



8Tuesday| 22-06-2021LIFE & TIMES

Study: Adults who skip morning 
meal likely to miss out on nutrients

Agencies

A
dults who skip breakfast are likely 
to miss out on key nutrients that 
are most abundant in the foods 
that make up morning meals, a 

study by Ohio State University suggests.
The study was published online in the 

journal- Proceedings of the Nutrition Society.
An analysis of data on more than 30,000 

American adults showed that skipping 
breakfast- and missing out on the calcium 
in milk, vitamin C in fruit, and the fibre, vi-
tamins and minerals found in fortified cere-
als- likely left adults low on those nutrients 
for the entire day.

"What we're seeing is that if you don't 
eat the foods that are commonly consumed 
at breakfast, you have a tendency not to eat 
them the rest of the day. So those common 
breakfast nutrients become a nutritional 
gap," said Christopher Taylor, professor of 
medical dietetics in the College of Medicine 
at The Ohio State University and senior au-
thor of the study.

According to the US Department of 
Agriculture's latest dietary guidelines, cal-
cium, potassium, fibre and vitamin D are 
considered "dietary components of public 
health concern" for the general US popula-
tion-- with iron added for pregnant women 
-- because shortages of those nutrients are 
associated with health problems.

Most research related to breakfast has 
focused on the effects of the missed morning 
meal on children in school, which includes 
difficulty focusing and behavioural problems.

"With adults, it's more like, 'You know 
how important breakfast is.' But now we 
see what the implications really are if they 
miss breakfast," Taylor said.

He completed the study with Ohio State 
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 
graduate students, Stephanie Fanelli and 

Christopher Walls. The research, which was 
supported by a regional dairy association.

The team used data from the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(NHANES), which collects health informa-
tion on a nationally representative sample of 
about 5,000 people every year through inter-
views, laboratory tests and physical exams.

The sample for this study included 30,889 
adults age 19 and older who had participated 
in the survey between 2005 and 2016. The 
Ohio State researchers analyzed data from 

24-hour dietary recalls participants com-
pleted as part of the NHANES survey.

"During the recall, participants self-
designate their eating occasions as a meal 
or a snack, and they tell you at what point 
in time they ate whatever food they re-
port," said Fanelli, first author of the study. 
"That's how we determined whether some-
one was a breakfast eater or a breakfast 
skipper."

In this sample, 15.2 per cent of partici-
pants, or 4,924 adults, had reported skip-

ping breakfast.
The researchers translated the food 

data into nutrient estimates and MyPlate 
equivalents using the federal Food and Nu-
trient Database for Dietary Studies and dai-
ly dietary guidelines, and then compared 
those estimates to recommended nutrient 
intakes established by the Food and Nutri-
tion Board of the National Academies.

On several key recommendations 
measured, from fibre and magnesium to 
copper and zinc, breakfast skippers had 

taken in fewer vitamins and minerals 
than people who had eaten breakfast. The 
differences were most pronounced for fo-
late, calcium, iron, and vitamins A, B1, 
B2, B3, C and D.

"We found those who skipped breakfast 
were significantly more likely not to meet 
the bottom threshold of what we hope to see 
people eat," Fanelli said.

Compared to the Healthy Eating In-
dex-2015, which assesses how well a set 
of foods aligns with federal recommen-
dations, breakfast skippers also had an 
overall lower-quality diet than those who 
ate breakfast.

For example, breakfast skippers were 
more likely than those who noshed in the 
morning to eat more added sugars, carbo-
hydrates and total fat over the course of 
the day -- in part because of higher levels of 
snacking.

"Snacking is basically contributing a 
meal's worth of calorie intakes for people 
who skipped breakfast," Taylor said. "Peo-
ple who ate breakfast ate more total calories 
than people who didn't eat breakfast, but 
the lunch, dinner and snacks were much 
larger for people who skipped breakfast, 
and tended to be of a lower diet quality."

While the data represent a single day in 
each participant's life, the huge sample pro-
vides a "nationally representative snapshot 
for the day," Taylor said.

"It shows that those who skipped break-
fast had one nutrient profile and those who 
ate breakfast had a different nutrient pro-
file," he said.

He added, "It helps us identify on any 
given day that this percentage of people are 
more likely to be skipping breakfast. And 
on that day, their dietary intake pattern 
showed that their consumption didn't cap-
ture those extra nutrients that they have 
basically missed at breakfast."

Mask-wearing might 
increase social anxiety 
struggles: Study

Agencies

T
he findings of a recent study 
suggest that people who have 
social anxiety might experi-
ence increased distress due 

to mask-wearing during and even af-
ter the coronavirus pandemic.

The paper authored by research-
ers from the University of Waterloo's 
Department of Psychology and Cen-
tre for Mental Health Research and 
Treatment also has implications for 
those who haven't necessarily suf-
fered from social anxiety in the past. 
The study was published in the jour-

nal Anxiety, Stress and Coping.
"The adverse effects of the COV-

ID-19 pandemic on mental health out-
comes, including anxiety and depres-
sion, have been well-documented," 
said David Moscovitch, professor of 
clinical psychology and co-author of 
the paper. "However, little is known 
about effects of increased mask-wear-
ing on social interactions, social anxi-
ety, or overall mental health."

Moscovitch added, "It is also pos-
sible that many people who didn't 
struggle with social anxiety before the 
pandemic may find themselves feeling 
more anxious than usual as we emerge 
out of the pandemic and into a more 
uncertain future -- especially within so-
cial situations where our social skills 
are rusty and the new rules for social 
engagement are yet to be written."

Social anxiety is characterized by 
negative self-perception and fear that 
one's appearance or behaviour will fail 
to conform with social expectations 
and norms. Social anxiety disorder is 
an extreme manifestation that affects 
up to 13 per cent of the population.

The researchers reviewed exist-
ing literature addressing three factors 
that they hypothesized might contrib-
ute to social anxiety associated with 

mask-wearing: hypersensitivity to 
social norms, bias in the detection of 
social and emotional facial cues, and 
propensity for self-concealment as a 
form of safety behaviour.

"We found that mask-wearing by 
people with social anxiety is likely to 
be influenced by their perception of 
social norms and expectations, which 
may or may not be consistent with 
public-health guidelines and can vary 
widely by region and context," said 
Sidney Saint, an undergraduate psy-
chology student at Waterloo and lead 
author of the paper.

The paper also highlights that 

people with social anxiety have diffi-
culty detecting ambiguous social cues 
and are likely to interpret them nega-
tively. These individuals also tend to 
worry about sounding incomprehen-
sible or awkward. "We believe that 
both issues are likely to be magnified 
during interactions with masks," 
Saint said.

Another highlighted impact is 
that masks can function as a type of 
self-concealment strategy that en-
ables people with social anxiety to 
hide their self-perceived flaws. There-
fore, the desire for self-concealment 
may motivate their use of masks 
over and above their desire to protect 
themselves from contagion. "Due to 
their self-concealing function, masks 
may be difficult for some people to 
discard even when mask-wearing is 
no longer required by public health 
mandates," Saint said.

In addition to contributing in-
sights to guide clinicians toward ef-
fective assessment and treatment, the 
paper shows that people with social 
anxiety may be particularly vulner-
able to periods of norm transitions 
where expectations for mask-wearing 
are in flux or become a matter of per-
sonal choice. (ANI)

‘Use rewards effectively 
to boost employees’ creativity’

Agencies

T
o boost employees' creativity, man-
agers should consider offering a set 
of rewards for them to choose from, 
according to a new study by man-

agement experts at Rice University, Tulane 
University, the University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro and National Taiwan 
Normal University.

The study, co-authored by Jing Zhou, 
the Mary Gibbs Jones Professor of Manage-
ment and Psychology at Rice's Jones Grad-
uate School of Business, is the first to sys-
tematically examine the effects of reward 
choice in a field experiment, which was 
conducted in the context of an organiza-
tion-wide suggestion program. An advance 
copy of the paper is published online in the 
Journal of Applied Psychology.

"Organizations spend a lot of resources 
and exert a great deal of effort in designing 

incentive schemes that reward the employ-
ees who exhibit creativity at work," Zhou 
said. "Our results showed that the effort may 
be a bit misplaced. Instead of discovering 
one reward type that is particularly effective 
at promoting creativity, what is more, effec-
tive is to provide the employees with the 
opportunity to choose from several reward 
types, if they submit one or more ideas that 
are among the top 20% most creative ones."

Workers in the study were given a 
range of options: a financial reward for 
the individual employee or their team, a 
self-discretionary reward such as getting 
priority to select days off, or a donation the 
company made to a charity selected by the 
employee. Those choices had positive, sig-
nificant effects on the number of creative 
ideas employees generated and the creativ-
ity level of those ideas, Zhou and her co-
authors found.

The researchers arrived at their find-

ings by conducting a quasi-experiment at a 
company in Taiwan over the course of sev-
eral months. Then they conducted a second 
experimental study that included employ-
ees from 12 organizations in Taiwan to rep-
licate the first study's results and compared 
the results with a control group.

The studies also found that rewards 
aimed at helping others, such as making a 
donation to a charity, might be especially 
powerful. But for less-creative employees, 
alternative rewards that benefit those in 
need might actually lower creativity and 
should be avoided, the authors said.

The researchers also found that the 
choice of rewards fostered creativity by 
raising the employees' belief in their abil-
ity to be creative. Alternative rewards also 
had a powerful impact on boosting the cre-
ativity of employees who earlier had scored 
high on an assessment of creative personal-
ity characteristics.

Study says high genetic running capacity 
promotes healthier metabolism as we age

Agencies

A 
new study inves-
tigated the effects 
of genetic running 
capacity and aging 

on tissue metabolism. The 
study revealed that adipose 
tissue may have a key role in 
healthy aging.

The findings of the study 
were published in the journal 
'Geroscience'.

High running capacity is 
associated with health and lon-
gevity. However, whether high 
genetic running capacity pro-
motes more efficient metabo-
lism with aging is not known.

This study conducted in 
collaboration between the uni-
versities of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University (China) and Jyvas-
kyla (Finland) investigated the 
effects of genetic running ca-
pacity and aging on tissue me-
tabolism. The study revealed 
that adipose tissue may have a 
key role in healthy aging.

Running capacity, ex-
pressed as aerobic capacity, re-
fers to an individual's capacity 
to utilize oxygen and is known 
to decrease with age, thereby 
affecting the whole body's me-
tabolism and health.

"We currently lack the 
information whether high 
genetic aerobic capacity pro-

motes healthier metabolism 
in different tissues as we age," 
explained Academy of Finland 
postdoctoral researcher Sira 
Karvinen from the Faculty of 
Sport and Health Sciences, Uni-
versity of Jyvaskyla, Finland.

To study the question, 
animal models of high-capac-

ity runners (HCR) and low-
capacity runners (LCR) were 
utilized. These rodent lines 
differ in their aerobic capacity 
genetically. Samples of serum, 
muscle and adipose tissue were 
harvested from young and aged 
animals to explore the tissue 
metabolites.

"According to our results, 
high genetic running capacity 
was associated with more ef-
ficient amino acid metabolism 
in skeletal muscle. Inefficient 
amino acid metabolism is 
linked to increased adiposity 
and risk of metabolic diseases," 
said Karvinen.

High genetic running ca-
pacity and aging interactively 
affected lipid metabolism in 
muscle and adipose tissue, pos-
sibly contributing to healthier 
metabolism with aging.

The results suggest that ad-
ipose tissue may have a more 
significant role in promoting 
healthy aging than previously 
thought. According to the cur-
rent literature, around 50 per 
cent of an individual's aerobic 
capacity is genetically inherit-
ed and the other 50 per cent can 
be gained via physical activity.

"Regular exercise promotes 
health whether you have ge-
netically high or low aerobic 
capacity. Hence, it is highly 
recommended to promote one's 
metabolism with exercise espe-
cially at older age, when aero-
bic capacity as well as other 
health parameters decline," 
said the principal investigator, 
Professor Heikki Kainulainen 
from the Faculty of Sport and 
Health Sciences, University of 
Jyvaskyla, Finland.

Running capacity, expressed as 
aerobic capacity, refers to an individual's 

capacity to utilize oxygen and is known to 
decrease with age, thereby affecting the 
whole body's metabolism and health.
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Sports Departments 
Celebrate 7th International 
Yoga Day Across Valley

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Sports Council (JKSC) and the 
Department of Youth Services and 
Sports (DYSS) on Monday celebrat-
ed the 7th Internation Yoga Day by 
holding multiple events at differ-
ent places across Kashmir Valley.

Similar events to mark the day 
were held in Jammu region as well.

In Srinagar, the JKSC organized a 
Yoga-centric event at TRC Football 
Ground with Junaid Azim Matoo, 
Mayor, SMC as the chief guest. 

While the DYSS held an event to 
commemorate the day at Botanical 
Garden. The yoga asanas were dem-
onstrated by Yoga Instructor of the 
department, Mohammad Tahir.

Principal Secretary, DYSS, Alok 
Kumar, and Joint Director, DYSS 

Kashmir, Bashir Ahmad and District 
Officer, Srinagar, Balbir Singh also 
participated in the Yoga session.

The Youth Services and Sports de-
partment conducted similar events 
at various sports stadiums and 
Government schools and depart-
ments in Anantnag, Pulwama, Kup-
wara, Shopian, Kulgam, Bandipora, 
Baramulla, Ganderbal and Budgam.

The Sports Departments invited 
different expert Yoga instructors 
and teachers who briefed about 
the impact of Yogic exercises on 
health of individuals. The events 
were marked by the presence of 
students, volunteers and govern-
ment officials, who also partici-
pated in the Yoga sessions.

According to an official state-
ment, all the events were held un-
der strict adherence to COVID SOPs 

and the public participation was 
limited keeping the same in mind.

“Preceding to the International 
Day of Yoga, the Department of 
Youth Services & Sports started or-
ganizing practice sessions a week 
before to make 7th International 
Day of Yoga a memorable event,” 
the official statement reads.

The department also asked the 
participants to be their ambassa-
dors in propagating “Be with Yoga, 
Be at Home” message.

“Most of the programmes of 
DYSS were conducted online in 
about 285 blocks and district head-
quarters of Jammu and Kashmir, 
where thousands of citizens, across 
all age groups, students, officers 
and officials participated in the cel-
ebrations through both virtual and 
physical mode,” the statement said.

IND Vs NZ, ICC WTC Final

Day 4 Washed Out, Southampton 
Finale Turning Out To Be Damp Squib
Press Trust of India

SOUTHAMPTON: The fickle Eng-
lish weather played spoilsport in 
a game promising high quality 
contest as day four of the inaugural 
World Test Championship final be-
tween India and New Zealand was 
washed out due to rain.

For the second time in the one-off 
clash, a whole day was lost after no 
play was possible also on the open-
ing day. With the weather not im-
proving since morning at the Hamp-
shire Bowl, the umpires took the call 
almost four hours and 30 minutes 
after the scheduled start time of 
10.30 am local time (3 pm IST).

"Day four of the #WTC21 Final 
has been abandoned due to persis-
tent rain," read an ICC update.

The fans who were patiently 
waiting for the play to start had to 
leave disappointed.

"We thank our fans who turned 
up and kept the tempo high. See you 
again, tomorrow," the BCCI added.

Rain is not forecast for the re-
maining two days of the big final 
but it is likely to remain overcast 
as it has been the case so far when 
play did take place. When it wasn't 
the rain, bad light stopped play on 

both day two and day three.
A maximum of 196 overs can be 

played in the game to force a result. 
The trophy will be shared if the 
game is drawn.

The final was nicely poised at 
stumps on day three with New 
Zealand reaching 101 for two in 
response to India's 217 all out. The 
Black Caps however remain in con-
trol of the game despite a late strike 
from Ishant Sharma close to stumps.

Weather has played havoc with 
the first ever World Test Champi-
onship final and former cricketers 

including Kevin Pietersen has ques-
tioned the scheduling of the game 
in the UK.

"It pains me to say it, but a ONE 
OFF & incredibly important cricket 
game should NOT be played in the 
UK," tweeted the former England 
batsman, who wants these kind 
of games to be played in the UAE 
with minimal chance of weather 
intervention.

Former India opener Virender 
Sehwag was also among the ones 
who questioned ICC's decision to 
host the final in Southampton.

ICC To Sell Tickets For 
WTC Final Reserve Day 
At Reduced Rates

Press Trust of India

SOUTHAMPTON: The ICC will be 
slashing the ticket rates for the 
reserve sixth day of the World 
Test Championship final between 
India and New Zealand which has 
been severely affected by inclem-
ent weather.

After the entire first day’s 
play was washed out, the second 
day witnessed 64.4 overs being 
bowled while 76.3 overs was sent 
down between the two teams on 
the third day on Sunday.

The fourth day’s play is also 
affected with the first session al-
ready washed out and the sixth 

day, which ICC had kept as the 
reserve, is certainly coming to 
effect.

“Yes, the prices of the tickets 
for the sixth day will be reduced. 
It’s a standard practice for Test 
matches played in United King-
dom. Since the Test match is only 
open to UK residents, ICC is fol-
lowing the same guidelines,” an 
ICC source told PTI on Monday.

For the WTC final, the tickets 
are priced at three slabs—GBP 
150 (INR 15,444), GBP 100 (INR 
10,296) and GBP 75 (INR 7722).

The new rates will be GBP 100 
(INR 10,296), GBP 75 (INR 7722) 
and GBP 50 (INR 5148).

Important One-Off Games 
Like WTC Final Should Not 
Be Played In UK: Pietersen
Press Trust of India

SOUTHAMPTON: Former Eng-
land captain Kevin Pietersen feels 
that no “one-off” cricket games of 
“incredible importance” should 
ever be held in the UK, which 
is famous for its fickle weather 
as one is witnessing during the 
World Test Championship final.

The match between India and 
New Zealand is staring at a stale-
mate with barely 140-plus overs 
of play out of a possible 270 held 
during the first three days.

“It pains me to say it, but a ONE 
OFF & incredibly important crick-
et game should NOT be played in 
the UK,” Pietersen tweeted taking 
a dig at the ICC for opting Hamp-
shire Bowl in Southampton as the 

venue for a marquee final.
For Pietersen, the final of an 

event like this should always be 
held in Dubai, where there is 
minimal chance of weather re-
lated interruptions. “If it was up 
to me, Dubai would always host a 
one off match like this WTC game. 
Neutral venue, fabulous stadium, 
guaranteed weather, excellent 
training facilities and a travel hub! 
Oh, and ICC home is next to the 
stadium,” the flamboyant former 
England batsman wrote.

Former Indian opener Virender 
Sehwag was even more sarcastic 
in his criticism of ICC. “Batsman ko 
bhi Timing nahi mili dhang ki, aur 
ICC ko bhi,” he tweeted. It meant 
that “neither the Indian batsmen 
nor the ICC got their timing right”.

Ball That Got Virat Could 
Have Got Any Batsman, 
Says Kyle Jamieson

Press Trust of India

SOUTHAMPTON: Rookie New 
Zealand pacer Kyle Jamieson, 
who rattled India with a fifer, on 
the second day of the World Test 
Championship final, feels that 
any batsman could have been dis-
missed with that inswinger that 
got rid of rival skipper Virat Kohli.

Jamieson got a five wicket haul 
as New Zealand dismissed India 
for 217 on the third day of the 
WTC final and then scored 101 for 
2 at close of play.

Asked if setting up Kohli with 
outswingers and then bringing one 
back in like they did in New Zea-
land is a template they have said, 
Jamieson answered in affirmative.

“Oh, I guess yes. May be there 
is some sort of pattern and this 
we know talk about huge amount, 
the one that I was able to get him 
(Kohli) today certainly seamed 
back a little-bit.

“And that was pretty hard to 
control as a bowler and pretty 
harder to manage as a batter no 
matter who you are. So I don’t 
think it is necessarily just for him 
(Kohli),” Jamieson said at the vir-
tual post-day press conference.

According to the 26-year-old 
lanky speedster, who returned 
with fine figures of 5-31, Kohli’s 
dismissal played a key part in how 
things unfolded on the second day.

“Yeah, obviously he (Kohli) is 
a massive part of their team and 
pretty big wicket to get, so to get 
him pretty early morning, was I 
guess was nice and pleasing and 
pretty crucial for how the day fol-
lowed,” added the right-arm pacer.

However he didn’t feel that 
Kohli has any apparent glitches in 
his technique.

“Oh, not really I think, he is 
(Kohli) world class batter and 
those guys don’t tend to have too 
many chinks in their armoury. He 
is obviously a massive part of their 
line-up and to get him early cer-
tainly set things up nicely for us.”

Jamieson at times got the ball 
to wobble and it was satisfying to 
keep Kohli under control as the In-
dian captain in his 132-ball innings 
had a single boundary to his name.

“It is pleasing in terms of for 
myself trying to wobble the ball 
and try and keep him in check a 
little-bit and to get that was pleas-
ing and it was a great start for our 
day,” the lanky pacer signed off.

Sponsorship Pours In 
For IOA After Dropping 
Chinese Kit Partner

Agencies

NEW DELHI: India’s cricket board 
(BCCI) has offered $1.35 million 
in financial support to the coun-
try’s National Olympic Committee, 
which dropped Chinese sports-
wear maker Li Ning as its official 
kit partner citing public sentiment 
ahead of the Tokyo Games.

Chinese companies have faced 
a backlash in India since 20 Indi-
an soldiers were killed in a clash 
with Chinese forces in a Himala-
yan border dispute last year.

Earlier this month, the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) ended 
its 60 million rupees deal with Li 
Ning two months before it was due 
to expire after the Tokyo Games.

The BCCI said it hoped the 
“monetary gesture” would help In-
dian athletes bring home a record 
number of medals from Tokyo.

“The BCCI wishes all the ath-
letes representing India in the 

Olympics all the very best and 
hopes that they return with more 
medals than ever before.”

The IOA also received notice of 
support last week from MPL Sports 
Foundation, which came on board 
as principal sponsor in a deal worth 
80 million rupees that covers the 
Tokyo Olympics as well as the 
Asian and Commonwealth Games 
next year. The IOA also welcomed 
Indian conglomerate JSW Group 
and dairy product brand Amul as 
its Tokyo partners last week, each 
bringing in 10 million rupees.

“We have been negotiating with 
different firms not just for Tokyo 
but also for the future events,” IOA 
President Narinder Batra told a 
news agency by telephone.

“It’s an ongoing process, not a 
reaction to the departure of our 
earlier kit sponsor.

“But we are thankful to the 
BCCI for their support for the To-
kyo Games,” Batra added.

Tokyo Olympics To Allow Limit Of 
10,000 Local Fans At Venues

France Forward Ousmane 
Dembele Out Of Euro 
2020 With Knee Injury
Agencies

PARIS: Ousmane Dembélé has 
been ruled out of the European 
Championship because of a knee 
injury, the French soccer federa-
tion said Monday.

Dembélé sustained the injury 
during a 30-minute appearance as 
a substitute before being replaced 
late in the team’s 1-1 draw with 
Hungary on Saturday. The French 
team said Dembélé had X-rays at 
a hospital in Budapest on Sunday.

“The length of recovery time 
needed is incompatible with 
keeping him in the squad,” the 
team said.

Teams can replace injured goal-
keepers but not outfield players 
once they have played their first 
match in the tournament. Dem-
bélé’s exit means France coach Di-
dier Deschamps will have only 25 
players to choose from for the rest 
of Euro 2020. France leads Group F 
and will next face Portugal in Bu-
dapest on Wednesday.

Dembélé plays for Barcelona. 
The French federation said its 
doctors talked with staff at the 
Spanish club before making the 
decision to release him.

The 24-year-old Dembélé was 
a member of the France squad 
that won the 2018 World Cup.

Agencies

TOKYO: The Tokyo Olympics will 
allow some local fans to attend 
when the games open in just over 
a month, organizing committee of-
ficials and the IOC said on Monday.

Organizers set a limit of 50% 
of capacity up to a maximum of 
10,000 fans for all Olympic venues.

The decision was announced af-
ter so-called Five Party talks online 
with local organizers, the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, the In-
ternational Paralympic Committee, 
the Japanese government and the 
government of metropolitan Tokyo.

The decision contradicts the 
country’s top medical adviser, Dr. 
Shigeru Omi, who recommended 
last week that the safest way to 
hold the Olympics would be with-
out fans. He had previously called 
it “abnormal” to hold the Olympics 
during the pandemic. The Tokyo 
Games are set to open on July 23.

Fans from abroad were banned 
several months ago. Officials say 
local fans will be under strict rules. 
They will not be allowed to cheer, 
must wear masks, and are being 

told to go straight home afterwards.
Organizers say between 3.6-3.7 

million tickets are in the hands of 
Japanese residents.

Having fans in the venues pres-
ents a risk of spreading the COV-
ID-19 infections, and not just at the 
venues, since it causes more circu-
lation on commuter trains, in res-
taurants and other public spaces.

Tokyo and other areas are under 
“quasi-emergency” status until July 
11. This replaced a tougher full state 

of emergency that was in effect un-
til last weekend. The new rules will 
allow restaurants to serve alcohol 
during limited hours.

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, 
who has favored allowing fans, said 
before the official announcement that 
he would bar fans if conditions change.

“If a state of emergency is neces-
sary, I will be flexible and open to 
no fans in order to achieve that the 
games give top priority to safety 
and security for the people,” Suga 

said. “In case of a state of emergen-
cy, it is quite possible … for safe and 
secure (games) I will not hesitate to 
have no fans.”

He said he took “seriously” Omi’s 
recommendations but did not fol-
low them. Tokyo Governor Yuriko 
Koike also said before the talks that 
fans may need to be banned if con-
ditions changes.

“Under this COVID-19 pandemic, 
people in Tokyo, people in Japan, are 
feeling very uneasy. We have con-
cerns and the experts are also mak-
ing recommendations about the risk 
of spreading the infection,” Koike 
said. “If there should be a major 
change in the sanitary situation, or 
infection situation, we need to revisit 
this matter among ourselves and we 
may need to consider the option of 
having no spectators in the venues.”

In recent polls, support seems to 
be increasing for holding the Olym-
pics, though opposition is strong, 
depending how the question is 
worded. An Asahi newspaper poll 
of June 19-20 of almost 1,500 peo-
ple showed 62% supported another 
postponement or cancellation of 
the games.

New Zealand Weightlifter To Become First 
Transgender Athlete To Compete At Olympics
Agencies

WELLINGTON: Laurel Hubbard 
hefted 628 pounds (185 kilo-
grams) in two lifts on the way to 
qualifying in the women’s super-
heavyweight division for the To-
kyo Olympics.

That’s heavy. But it’s nowhere 
near the figurative weight Hub-
bard has carried to become the 
first transgender athlete to com-
pete at an Olympic Games.

Hubbard was among five 
weightlifters confirmed Monday 
in New Zealand’s team for Tokyo. 
At 43, she will also be the oldest 
weightlifter at the games, and will 
be ranked fourth in the competi-
tion on Aug. 2 for women 87 kilo-
grams (192 pounds) and over.

Hubbard won a silver medal at 
the 2017 World Championships 
and gold in the 2019 Pacific Games 
in Samoa. She competed at the 
2018 Commonwealth Games but 
sustained a serious injury that set 
back her career.

“I am grateful and humbled 
by the kindness and support that 
has been given to me by so many 
New Zealanders,” Hubbard said 
in a statement. “When I broke my 

arm at the Commonwealth Games 
three years ago, I was advised 
that my sporting career had likely 
reached its end. But your support, 
your encouragement, and your 
aroha (love) carried me through 
the darkness.

“The last eighteen months has 
shown us all that there is strength 
in kinship, in community, and in 
working together towards a com-
mon purpose. The mana of the sil-
ver fern comes all of you and I will 
wear it with pride.”

The additional burden Hubbard 
has had to carry is that her efforts 
have made her a flashpoint in the 

debate around the fairness of trans 
athletes competing in women’s 
events. She has faced anger, scorn 
and ridicule, and has been directly 
criticized by some opponents.

Competing as Gavin Hubbard, 
her birth name, Hubbard set na-
tional records in junior competi-
tion and had a best, combined 
snatch and clean and jerk total of 
300 kilograms (661 pounds).

Hubbard transitioned eight 
years ago at the age of 35. She has 
since met all of the requirements 
of the International Olympic Com-
mittee’s regulations for trans ath-
letes and fair competition.
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LeT Commander
which two BJP councillors and a policeman 

were killed.
“They were also involved in an attack on a police 

party at Main Chowk Sopore on June 12 in which 
two police personnel and two civilians were killed 
and two more police personnel and two civilians 
were injured,” the police spokesperson said.

The encounter, he said, had started after a joint 
search operation was launched during the inter-
vening night of June 20/21 on the basis of infor-
mation generated by police about the presence of 
militants in the village. He said that a soldier was 
injured in the initial exchange of fire when the 
militants were given an opportunity to surrender.

Divulging more details about the slain LeT 
men, he said, Pandith had a long history of mili-
tancy including attacks on Police and security 
personnel and “civilian atrocities”

“He was also involved in an attack on fruit 
merchants at Dangerpora on September 6, 2019 
in which four civilians got injured. Moreover, he 
was also involved in killing of several ex-mili-
tants, Hurriyat activists, Sapanches/Panches in 
Sopore area,” he said.

Pandith’s aide Mir, the police spokesperson 
said, was part of this group involved in an attack 
on CRPF at Lawaypora area of Srinagar on March 
25, in which three CRPF personnel got killed. The 
foreign militant Abdullah alias Asrar, he said, was 
active in north Kashmir since 2018 and remained 
the part of the group and several cases were also 
registered against him for his involvement in civil-
ian atrocities and attacks on Police and state forces.

“Arms, ammunition & other incriminating ma-
terials were recovered from the site of the encoun-
ter. In this connection police have registered a case 
under relevant sections of law and investigation 
has been initiated,” the police spokesperson said.

“People are requested to cooperate with police 
till the area is completely sanitized and cleared 
off of all the explosive materials, if any,” he added.

Quoting IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar, the police 
spokesperson said that Police had issued a poster 
for reward after which a lot of information was 
received about the militants and it was due to 
a lot of public support as a result of which mili-
tants were pinpointed by police.

“IGP Kashmir thanked people for helping in 
killing the LeT commander which is a big relief 
for the local population,” he said, adding that 
Kumar appealed to the families of militants not 
to give shelter to them to avoid any trouble.

“He also appealed to youth to stay away from 
Drugs as narco-militancy was destroying them. He 
urged parents and society to keep strict vigil on their 
wards to prevent them falling prey to it,” he added.

Good Number
Sopore, including one on Monday and it clearly 

indicates that foreign militants are present here,” 
Singh said, adding “We have their details, accord-
ing to which our operations are launched,”

The DGP said a strict check on infiltration and 
the understanding on the ceasefire agreement 
between India and Pakistan have had a positive 
impact on the situation in the valley.

He said that the infiltration has been strictly 
kept under check this year. The understanding 
at a high level on the ceasefire pact between the 
Indian and Pakistani armies has had a positive 
impact and we welcome that.

“But it would be wrong to claim that there are 
no foreign militants. They are here in good num-
bers and our operations will target them in the 
coming days,” he said.

He said that the militants killed in an overnight gun-
fight were involved in a number of activities including 
the recent attack on two policemen in Sopore town.

“One of the most wanted militants, Mudasir 
Pandit, a Pakistani militant Abdullah, alias Asrar 
and Khursheed Mir were among the three mili-
tants killed in an overnight encounter with forces 
in Sopore,” he said.

Speaking on the occasion, GOC Kilo Force, HS 
Sahi said that the foreign militants have net-
worked with the local militants in Kashmir and 
they operate together. He said that the militants 
receive local support and appealed the people to 
stop supporting these networks so that “inno-
cent” people do not get killed.

Sahi said that the aim of security agencies is 
to break and destroy the “nexus” of local and 
foreign militants so that there is no hindrance in 
peace and development in the region.

He also sought the help of local populace and 
civil society to “destroy the existing system, and 
by stopping youngsters from joining the militant 
ranks”. He said it will help eradicate the militancy.

He also asked the local militants to surrender and 
warned them of meeting the same fate as the three 
militants killed in a gunfight in Sopore on Monday.

Shots Fired At CRPF
reports, unknown militants opened fire upon 

the personnel of CRPF 178 battalion manning a 
checkpoint in Babapora village of the district on 
Monday afternoon. The militants, reports said, 
fled from the spot after carrying out the attack. 
No loss to life or injuries has been reported in the 
incident. Soon after the attack, additional rein-
forcements of police and CRPF reached the area.

All Eyes On
morning at the Gupkar residence of PAGD 

President Dr Farooq Abdullah to discuss New 
Delhi’s invitation for talks.

“The meeting is scheduled to take place at 
11 am tomorrow. We have sent out invitation 
to all the constituents,” PAGD spokesperson, 
Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami told Kashmir 
Observer Monday

“The only agenda of tomorrow’s meet is not 
whether we should go ahead with talks or not but 
besides that we will exchange our views. The pur-
pose of the meeting, the approach which we should 
adopt will be discussed tomorrow,” he added.

To a question that BJP is also holding a meet to 
discuss counter strategy of PAGD, Tarigami said 
that the ruling party has already done what they 
wanted to do.

“What else is there for them to do now,” he 
said.

When asked if the PAGD will go with a single-
point agenda to attend the PM convened meet, 
Tarigami ducked the questions saying “please 
let’s discuss it tomorrow,”

It is pertinent to mention here that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has invited as many as 
14 leaders from J&K, including four former chief 
ministers of the erstwhile state for a meeting 
in New Delhi scheduled to be held on June 24. 
Among those invited are former Chief Ministers-- 
Farooq Abdullah and his son Omar Abdullah, se-
nior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, and PDP 

chief Mehbooba Mufti.
Meanwhile, a senior mainstream leader told 

Kashmir Observer that the meeting has been 
convened to decide whether the parties will go 
individually to the PM’s meet or nominate lead-
ers as a united face of PAGD.

“Tomorrow’s meeting will decide who will go 
to New Delhi and what will be the agenda in the 
upcoming meet with PM. Will we raise a united 
voice, or will we go in individual capacities,” the 
senior leader, wishing not to be named said.

He also ruled out that the PM convened meet-
ing had anything to do with the delimitation 
exercise.

“Delimitation is certainly not the agenda. 
It’s not in the ambit of PM but the Election 
Commission. Most probably, the PM’s meeting is 
more about the restoration of statehood,” he said.

When asked if the mainstream camp will set-
tle  down if the statehood is returned, the senior 
leader said that before doing so, a conscious deci-
sion has to be arrived keeping in view the reac-
tion of the people of Jammu and Kashmir, espe-
cially in the backdrop of special status revocation.

“See, we are fighting a legal battle in court 
against the unlawful abrogation of J&K’s special 
status. That case is going on. Apart from that, we 
need to have a state assembly to protect our land 
and jobs. And for that, statehood is imperative,” 
he said, while hinting that statehood for now, 
was the best bet for the mainstream camp.

The PAGD meeting comes two days after PDP 
authorised party President Mehbooba Mufti to 
take a call on attending All-Party Meeting in New 
Delhi to be chaired by PM Modi.

NC Upbeat, Says
chaired by Prime Minister Modi on June 24.
“We have been saying that nothing has changed 

on the ground for the last two years. It is good that 
they have this realisation that things will not work 
here without the local mainstream. All their huge 
promises have turned hollow on the ground and 
nothing has been achieved,” NC provincial president, 
Kashmir, Nasir Aslam Wani told reporters here.

Wani said the change from “demonising” the 
mainstream parties in Jammu and Kashmir to in-
viting them for talks was “good”.

“It is a good change. As much and how much 
you can demonise the mainstream of J-K, you 
cannot do without it because the mainstream in 
J-K has always proven.

“For that matter, the NC, being the premier po-
litical party of the erstwhile state, has that grass-
roots reach, without its involvement in such kind 
of dialogues and such kinds of conference, you 
cannot go ahead,” he said.

The NC leader claimed that contrary to the 
credit “they have taken these two years, they 
have achieved nothing”. The Centre had on 
August 5, 2019 abrogated Article 370, which gave 
special status to the erstwhile state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and bifurcated it into union territo-
ries of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

“It is always the people’s representatives who 
can deliver in this trouble-ridden state,” Wani as-
serted. Asked if the party felt there was any in-
ternational pressure on the Centre over Kashmir, 
the NC leader said, “Whatever be the reason, 
what is happening is good”.

“Don’t you think something is there? For what-
ever reason it has happened, it is good. Whether 
there was any pressure, or there is no pressure 
or the PM had this realisation and thought that 
the UT has to see the peaceful times ahead, it is 
a better realisation and we are hopeful that there 
is peace and not only internally, but externally as 
well,” he said.

BJP Plans Counter
Jammu and Kashmir since August 5, 2019 

when the Central government abrogated the 
state’s special status and bifurcated it into UTs.

The PM’s meeting with the political parties 
from Jammu and Kashmir is part of the Centre’s 
initiatives to bolster political processes, including 
holding assembly elections, in the union territory.

“We have convened an emergency meeting of 
all prominent party leaders at Trikuta Nagar party 
headquarters at 11 am tomorrow (Tuesday) to chalk 
out the counter-strategy against Gupkar Alliance 
(People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration PAGD 
which is meeting in Srinagar around the same time 
to discuss Centre’s invitation),” Raina said.

The PAGD is an amalgam of six mainstream par-
ties in Jammu and Kashmir, including the National 
Conference (NC) and the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), formed in the aftermath of the Centre’s 
August 2019 decision to nullify Article 370 and 
split J&K into two union territories.

The leaders of eight political parties -- the NC, 
PDP, BJP, Congress, Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party, 
CPI(M), People’s Conference, and the Panthers 
Party -- were telephonically invited by Union 
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla for participation in 
the meeting to be held at the prime minister’s resi-
dence in the national capital at 3 pm on Thursday.

The invitees include four former chief min-
isters – National Conference president Farooq 
Abdullah, his son Omar Abdullah, senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad and PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti.

Raina said the leaders of the party from across 
Jammu region would discuss and deliberate all 
issues with focus on the strategy to be taken to 
counter the Gupkar Alliance which is demanding 
restoration of the pre August 5, 2019 position to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

On Sunday, PAGD spokesperson and senior 
CPI(M) leader M Y Tarigami said the meeting of 
the alliance is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 
to discuss the invitation and a united approach 
will be “good for the health of our society and our 
politics”.       “…there would be a commonality in 
our approach this way. That is what is required,” 
he had said. (PTI)

Is Modi Govt
opinion piece for The Quint.
“There is an aggressive China, armed to the 

teeth and staring us down across a treacher-
ous 4000-km border from north to east. Then 
America is planning to hand over Afghanistan to 
the Taliban, creating a new dread in our north-
west neighbourhood. On top of all this is an asser-
tive Joe Biden administration, gently-but-firmly 
reading the riot act on human rights” Bhal wrote.

He went on saying, “Finally, two years of a strong-
arm administration, directly controlled by the Union 
government, may have alienated and hardened 
local attitudes. So, the peace overture to Pakistan 
could have been the first impact of this algorithm”.

Hailing the initiative from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Bahl however hastened to add 
that the follow-through will have to be honest 
and substantial, much beyond a mere gesture.

Advocating restoration of full statehood to 
Jammu and Kashmir “not the abridged version 
that has been crafted in Delhi”, Bhal suggested 
broad based delimitation exercise with inputs 
from everybody, including its detractors so that 
a free and fair election is held which will lead to 
the installation of a government that is accepted 
as “legitimate” in the (Kashmir) Valley.

He said if all of these things were to happen, 
in a politically honest and visible manner, Prime 
Minister Modi would win back a chunk of his 
currently diminished international acclaim.

Pak Seeks US
Pakistan had 160 nuclear warheads as of January 
last year, it said.

“I don’t know where they’ve come up with this. 
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal is simply a deterrent, to 
protect ourselves,” Prime Minister Khan said dur-
ing an interview with the news programme Axios 
on HBO, which was reported by Dawn online.

Khan said that he was “not sure” whether it 
was growing. “As far as I know, it’s not an offen-
sive thing. Any country which has a neighbour 
seven times its size would be worried.”

He was responding to a question by the in-
terviewer who asked, “Intelligence analysts say 
Pakistan has the fastest growing nuclear arsenal 
anywhere in the world. Why?”

Khan went on to say that he was “completely 
against nuclear arms”.

“I always have been. We’ve had three wars 
against India and ever since we have had a nucle-
ar deterrent, there has been no war between the 
two countries. We’ve had border skirmishes but 
we’ve never faced war.

“The moment there is a settlement on Kashmir, 
the two neighbours would live as civilised peo-
ple. We will not need to have nuclear deterrents,” 
the cricketer-turned-politician said.

To another question, Khan said that the US had 
a big responsibility when it came to Kashmir.

“If the Americans have the resolve and the will, 
[the Kashmir issue] can be sorted out,” he said.

India has repeatedly ruled out any role for a 
third party, asserting that any issue between 
India and Pakistan should be resolved bilaterally 
under the provisions of Simla agreement and the 
Lahore declaration.

Asked why he was so outspoken about 
Islamophobia in the West but silent about the 
alleged genocide of Uighur Muslims in China’s 
Xinjiang, Khan said that all issues were discussed 
with China “behind closed doors”.

“China has been one of the greatest friends 
to us in our most difficult times. When we were 
really struggling, China came to our rescue. We 
respect the way they are and whatever issues we 
have, we speak behind closed doors.

“I look around the world, what’s happening in 
Palestine, Libya, Somalia, Syria, Afghanistan. Am I 
going to start talking about everything? I concen-
trate on what is happening on my border, in my 
country,” Khan said.

“Why is that (Kashmir) not an issue?” Khan 
asked, adding that he considered it to be 
“hypocrisy”.

Talking about the open letter he had written 
to leaders of Muslims states calling on them to 
unite against Islamophobia, Khan said: “There is 
a big communication gap between the Islamic 
world and Western societies. It happened after 
9/11 when the world ‘’Islamic’’ terrorism came 
into currency.”

The moment you say Islamic terrorism, the 
common man in the West thinks there is some-
thing within the religion which leads to terror-
ism, he said. After 9/11 any time there was a 
terrorist act where a Muslim was involved, 1.3 
billion Muslims across the world started becom-
ing targets, he said.

Asked whether he was “happy” about the US 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, the premier said: 
“Happy in one way because there was never gon-
na be a military solution in Afghanistan.”

He went on to say that there were also feelings 
of anxiousness. “Without a political settlement 
there is the possibility of a civil war.”

He stated that in his view, a political settle-
ment would mean a coalition government be-
tween the Taliban and the Afghan leadership. 
“There is no other solution.”

Asked whether the US had made a mistake by 
announcing the date of the withdrawal, Khan 
said: “They have got themselves in such a big 
mess. They had to give some sort of timeframe, 
but the moment they gave a timeframe the 
Taliban would have considered that a victory.”

He said that as far as Pakistan is concerned, it 
would deal with whoever represented the people 
of Afghanistan.

“Does it not concern you that this group of 
people (Taliban) is accumulating power right 
next to you?” the interviewer asked.

“Look, I’’m not a spokesman for the Taliban. For 
me to say what they [should] be doing, shouldn’t 
be doing is pointless. In case the Taliban go for an 
all out victory, there is going to be an incredible 
amount of bloodshed and the country that will 
suffer the most after Afghanistan, is going to be 
Pakistan,” Khan said.

There must be a political settlement before the 
Americans leave, he said.

Talking about the recent visit of CIA Director 
William Burns, the prime minister said that since 
9/11 the intelligence agencies of the two coun-
tries have been in “constant touch”. However, he 
denied meeting the CIA chief.

“Would you allow the American government 
to have the CIA here in Pakistan to conduct 
cross-border counterterrorism missions against 
Al-Qaeda, ISIS or the Taliban?” the interviewer 
asked.

“Absolutely not. There is no way we are go-
ing to allow any bases, any sort of action from 
Pakistani territory into Afghanistan. Absolutely 
not,” he replied.

“Pakistan suffered 70,000 casualties, more 
than any other country by joining the American 
war. We cannot afford anymore military actions 
from our territory. We will be partners in peace, 
not in conflict.”

Asked whether Pakistan would allow the US 
Air Force to use its airspace for air strikes against 
the Taliban, the premier reiterated that Pakistan 
“would not be a part of any conflict”.

Asked to respond to his comments linking the 
incidence of rape to obscenity, Khan said: “It is 
such nonsense. I never said that [...] I said the 
concept of purdah which is to avoid temptation 
in society.”

“If a woman is wearing very few clothes, it will 
have an impact on men unless they are robots. 
I mean it’s common sense,” he said. If you have 
a society where people haven’t seen that sort of 

thing it will have an impact on them, he said.

Covid-19: Amarnath
to save people’s lives. So, it is not advisable to 

hold and conduct this year’s pilgrimage in the 
larger public interest. Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board is aware of the respect the sentiments of 
millions of devotees, and to keep the sentiments 
alive, the Board shall continue the live telecast of 
morning and evening Aarti from the Holy Cave 
shrine,” Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha said, 
as per official spokesperson.

The LG, he said, stressed upon the need to fol-
low Covid protocol on the significant and pious 
days like Pratham Pooja, Samapan Pooja. He fur-
ther stressed that saints visiting the Shrine cave 
to perform Aarti as per “Shastra” would follow 
Covid appropriate behavior.

Earlier, Sinha, who is also SASB Chairman 
held a detailed deliberations with his Principal 
Secretary Nitishwar Kumar, who is also the CEO 
of Shrine Board, Chief Secretary Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta, DGP, Dilbag Singh and Principal Secretary 
Home Shaleen and directed that devotees should 
be enabled to attend to morning and evening 
Aarti in online mode.

The LG, he said, asserted that it would help 
them to pay their obeisance while also avoiding 
and travel and exposure,”

The meeting was informed that the Shrine 
Board has put in place a virtual and televised 
mechanism for live Darshan of Aarti from the 
holy cave.

CEO Shrine Board Nitishwar Kumar, as per the 
official spokesperson said that all arrangements 
have been made for the mace of Lord Shiva- 
Chhari Mubarak’ to be taken to the holy cave on 
22nd August, when the yatra is to conclude coin-
ciding with the festival of Raksha Bandhan.

“Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board has been as-
sessing the Covid situation in the Union Territory 
and the country. Our focus is on containing the 
pandemic and strengthening health infrastruc-
ture,” Kumar said, as per official spokesperson.

The CEO, he said, announced that both morn-
ing telecast of Aarti at 6 AM and evening Aarti at 
5 PM, each for 30 minutes, is to be live-streamed 
on Shri Amarnath ji Shrine board official web-
site and the app specifically dedicated for the 
devotees.

The devotees can pay their virtual obeisance 
to the Holy Ice Lingam online through the Shrine 
Board’s link www.shriamarnathjishrine.com/
AartiLive.html. The same may also be streamed 
through the Shrine Board’s mobile based ap-
plication which may be downloaded through 
the link http://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.ncog.shriamarnath from the 
Google play store.

Third Year of Disruption
In 2019 the then J&K administration had cur-

tailed Amarnath Yatra two weeks ahead of its 
scheduled closure saying the unprecedented 
measure was necessitated by intelligence inputs 
that terrorists were planning to target it. The or-
der directing pilgrims as well as tourists to curtail 
their stay in the valley had triggered panic.

Days later Delhi  striped Jammu and Kashmir 
of its special status and statehood downgrading 
it into two union territories.

J&K Logs 362
from Jammu Division and the rest seven from 

Kashmir, taking the fatality count 4262.
One new confirmed case of mucormycosis 

(black fungus) has been reported today, bringing 
the cumulative number of confirmed cases to 25 
in J&K. (With GNS inputs)

Govt Transfers
reads the order.
Rachna Sharma (JKAS) awaiting orders of 

adjustment in the General Administration 
Department, has been posted as Special Secretary 
to the Government, Cooperatives Department.

Dr. Narupa Rai (JKAS) awaiting orders of 
adjustment in the General Administration 
Department, has been posted as Additional 
Registrar, Cooperatives, Jammu, against an avail-
able vacancy.

Abid Hussain (JKAS) Joint Director, Education 
(Central), Kashmir, has been transferred and 
posted as Additional Commissioner in the office 
of Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir.

Babu Ram (JKAS)  awaiting orders of adjust-
ment in the General Administration Department, 
has been posted as Additional Secretary to 
the Government, Labour and Employment 
Department. Tazayun Mukhtar (JKAS)  General 
Manager, DIC, Srinagar, has been transferred 
and posted as Joint Director, Industries and 
Commerce (S&M), Kashmir, against an avail-
able vacancy. “She shall also hold the charge of 
the post of Director, Industries and Commerce, 
Kashmir, in addition to her own duties, till fur-
ther orders.”

Rakesh Kumar (JKAS), awaiting orders of 
adjustment in the General Administration 
Department, has been posted as Additional 
Secretary to the Government, Housing and Urban 
Development Department.

Masrat Hashim (JKAS), Registrar, District 
Srinagar, has been transferred and posted as 
Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Development 
Authority, Pahalgam.

“Syed Hanief Balkhi, ADC, Srinagar, shall 
hold the charge of the post of Registrar, District 
Srinagar, in addition to his own duties, till further 
orders,” the order said.

Sunil Kumar (JKAS),  Additional Secretary 
to the Government, Department of Disaster 
Management, Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction, has been transferred and post-
ed as Regional Transport Officer, Kathua (Har: 
Lakhanpur).

Sunaina Sharma (JKAS), awaiting orders 
of adjustment in the General Administration 
Department, has been posted as Additional 
Secretary to the Government, ARI and Trainings 
Department.

Ms. Vinakshi Koul (JKAS), Registrar, GCET, 
Jammu, has been transferred and posted as 
Deputy Labour Commissioner, Jammu, against an 
available vacancy.

Prem Singh (JKAS), awaiting orders of adjust-
ment in the General Administration Department, 
has been posted as General Manager, DIC, Kathua, 
relieving Puneet Sharma, JKAS, ADDC, Kathua of 
the additional charge of the post.

Mohammad Ashraf (JKAS), awaiting or-
ders of adjustment in the General Department 
Administration, has been posted as Joint Director, 
Employment, Jammu, against an available 
vacancy.

Amreet Singh (JKAS), Additional Secretary 
to the Government, Housing and Urban 

Development Department, has been transferred 
and posted as Deputy Labour Commissioner 
(Central), against an available vacancy.

Hamida Akhter (JKAS), awaiting orders of ad-
justment in the office of Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir, has been posted as General Manager, 
DIC, Srinagar.

Surinder Paul Sharma (JKAS), Deputy Secretary 
to the Government, Finance

Department, has transferred and posted as 
General Manager, DIC, Samba, against an avail-
able vacancy.

Case Positivity
84% of frontline workers, and 10% of the popu-

lation in 18- 45 age category, an official spokes-
person said.

The Chief Secretary, he said, assured the 
Central Government of achieving 100% vaccina-
tion in 45 age category by 30th June 2021 and 
30% coverage in 18- 45 age category by 15th July 
2021 through robust vaccination drives which 
have been ramped up to a capacity of adminis-
tering 1.6 lakh doses per day.

“Further, the Chief Secretary informed that 
through Government’s timely response, the daily 
number of COVID cases has reduced from an 
all-time high of over 5400 to 585 over a month. 
The same period also witnessed a reduction in 
the case positivity rate from 13% to 3.3%, which 
has further reduced to 1.2% in last 24 hours,” he 
added.

Giving a brief of the measures being taken in 
J&K to contain the spread of COVID, Mehta, as 
per the official spokesperson informed that the 
Government has instituted a rural medical and 
testing grid through panchayat-level COVID care 
centres to provide timely medical care to patients 
in rural areas.

 “These centres provide various COVID related 
medical services and conduct daily COVID tests 
for early detection of emerging hotspots, besides 
raising awareness on the COVID  appropriate be-
haviour”, he added.

Currently, Jammu and Kashmir is among the 
leading regions in the country in vaccination of 
above 45 years age group having vaccinated 75% 
of its eligible population which is well above 
the national average of 42%, while achieving 
universal coverage in 4 districts- Ganderbal, 
Jammu, Samba and Shopian, and Wayun village 
in Bandipora district.

Regarding augmentation of medical infra-
structure and facilities in the Union territory, the 
official spokesperson said that the meeting was 
informed that the Government has more than 
doubled the number of COVID-dedicated beds 
and tripled the medical oxygen supply to cater to 
COVID-related eventualities.

Considering the gradual lifting of restrictions 
in line with recovery from COVID’s second wave, 
the Home Secretary, as per the official spokes-
person asked the UT Government to vigorously 
promote COVID appropriate behaviour through 
strict enforcement of SOPs and proper crowd 
management at market places, mandis, and re-
ligious places.

He further said that while reviewing the 
COVID situation in the Union territories, the 
Home Secretary said that the UTs have witnessed 
a sharp decline in cases over the past few weeks.

“The positivity and fertility rates have come 
down to 7.6% and 1.3%, respectively”, he added.

Lauding J&K’s well-drawn strategy in com-
bating COVID-19, Member, NITI Aayog, Dr. V. K. 
Paul said that J&K is emerging as a role model 
amongst entities with large territorial areas in 
conducting targeted testing, stratified vaccina-
tion and providing grass root-level medical care. 
J&K’s model has assisted the Union territory in 
bringing down COVID caseload & related deaths 
per million population to 894 and 62, respective-
ly over the last two weeks.

“The Home Secretary asked the UT 
Administrations to remain in a state of readiness 
to mitigate future surges, besides undertaking  
a combined strategy of test-track-treat COVID 
cases, micro containment of emerging hot spots, 
speedy vaccination, enforcement of COVID ap-
propriate behaviour and ramping up of COVID 
dedicated medical facilities for successful con-
tainment of the disease,” the official spokesper-
son said.

Govt Amends Rules
verification process should not be more than 

two months under any circumstances, the order 
said. “The appointing authority , on the receipt 
of the satisfactory verification report, issue the 
appointment order and the candidates in whose 
case the report is received at a later stage (after 
the part selection list is operated upon) shall on 
the receipt of a satisfactory verification report be 
appointed notionally from the date the earlier 
appointments are made.

In case of receipt of an adverse report and on 
confirmation thereof by the State/Divisional/
District Level Screening Committee, as may be 
the case, shall automatically stand cancelled 
without any notice.

Foot-And-Mouth
“The officials ask us to buy vaccines from 

the open market. If the government makes tall 
claims, why don’t they provide vaccines to us,” he 
said. Director Animal Husbandry Kashmir, Bashir 
Ahmad Khan told Kashmir Observer that the 
claims of shepherds about FMD outbreak may be 
right or wrong. He said his department had vac-
cinated the livestock in Khansahib and adjoining 
areas after making a grid.

The Central government had taken responsi-
bility for vaccination but somehow it got delayed. 
However, we carried out vaccination vigorously,” 
Khan said.

 “We will send a team tomorrow to the affect-
ed areas,” he added.

Falling Tree Kills
Ghulam Hassan Sheikh son of Muhammad 

Shaban Sheikh, also a resident of Sutharan Khag 
has been shifted to SMHS Hospital Srinagar for 
treatment.

One horse also died in the incident, as per 
locals.

Police Recover Rs 7L
violating Covid norms,” police said.
“The special drive against the violators of 

Covid-19 guidelines/rules continued throughout 
all the districts of Kashmir Valley to ensure that 
people adhere to SOPs/guidelines envisaged by 
the government to curb COVID-19 pandemic.”
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Explore New Tourist Destinations, 
Advisor Khan To Officials 

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: Advisor to Lieutenant 
Governor, Baseer Ahmad Khan on 
Monday chaired a meeting to re-
view functioning of all the Tour-
ism Development Authorities in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

During the meeting, the Advi-
sor passed on directions to the 
CEOs for improvement of ser-
vices in their respective areas for 
the better experience of tourists. 
He said that CEOs need to be self 
driven and take initiatives for 
improving services, besides ex-
ploring new tourist destinations.

He also directed them to dis-
play the relevant information 
like contact numbers of the of-
ficers. Also, complaint boxes 
should be installed at the desig-
nated locations at all the tourist 
destinations. He said that the 
public utilities at the tourist 
spots should be in working or-
der, neat and clean and proper 
mechanism should be in place 
for garbage disposal and sewage 
treatment.

He said that the Tourism sector 
has been designated as a prior-
ity sector for Covid vaccination 
and was informed by the Secre-
tary Tourism that 85 percent of 
people associated with the travel 
trade have been vaccinated. Em-
phasising that there is no dearth 
of vaccines, Advisor asked the of-
ficers to ensure that 100 percent 
of the people associated with the 
trade should be vaccinated for 

maximum security. He 

also said that it is heartening to 
see people are following Covid 
appropriate behaviour and have 
started going to tourist spots but 
we must not lower our guard 
under any circumstances regard-
ing Covid protocols and officers 
should remain proactive in en-
suring that Covid measures are 
taken meticulously.

The Advisor said that the idea 
of conceiving Development Au-
thorities was to have systematic 
development of tourist locations 
and exploration of new destina-
tions. He said that the CEOs of 
the Development Authorities are 
the custodians of their respective 
master plans and they should 
remain vigilant in all respects. 
He directed them to report viola-
tions and take strict cognizance 
of any violation taking place in 
their areas of jurisdiction.

The Advisor directed the CEO’s 
that they should maintain inven-
tories of their infrastructure and 
come up with a concept plan de-
lineating each and every parame-
ter determining the shortcomings 
so that a road map is formalized 
and adopted to improve upon all 
the aspects for betterment of the 
tourist resorts and to enhance the 
tourist experiences.  

Emphasising upon the con-
cept paper he directed the 
CEOs from both the divisions 
to submit it within a week en-
compassing all the details like 
infrastructure, tourism poten-
tial, short and long term plans, 
accommodation, connectivity, 

sanitation among other things 
of their respective Authorities. 
He said that this would give us 
an idea about the whole tourism 
sector in all respects and we will 
be in a better position to evalu-
ate the situation and prepare our 
way forward. He directed  both 
the Directors of Tourism Kash-
mir as well as Jammu to compile 
the information and send it to 
the Administrative department 
within ten days.

Advisor took a brief from each 
CEO about the facilities avail-
able at the tourist spots and dis-
cussed in detail the works plans, 
status of Master plans, Status of 
STPs, Tourist grievance redress 
mechanism, wayside ameni-
ties and new initiatives taken 
for improving tourist service. 
He stressed on the quality in-
frastructure and future plans of 
each development authority.

The Advisor also asked the 
CEOs to focus on adventure tour-
ism and keep adventure equip-
ments available at the tourist 
locations for purpose of hiring to 
the tourists interested in adven-
ture tourism.

The Advisor also directed the 
officers to strictly adhere to the 
given timelines and complete 
their respective projects within 
the stipulated time. He asked 
the authorities to work in a co-
ordinated manner and expedite 
the works of the ongoing proj-
ects under PMDP and other cen-
trally sponsored projects so that 
they are completed within the 

Dir Handicrafts Inaugurates 3-Day 
Workshop On Natural Dyeing 

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: The Director  Handi-
crafts and Handloom depart-
ment Kashmir, Mahmood Ah-
mad Shah today  inaugurated a 
3- day awareness workshop cum 
training program on natural dye-
ing at the campus of Indian Insti-
tute of Carpet technology(IICT) 
bagi Ali Mardan khan ,Nowshera 
in Srinagar srinagar.

The workshop cum training 
program will be conducted un-
der the expert guidance of one of 
the reputed resource person from 
the field Badshah Miya of Jaipur 
Rajasthan and receipt of Shilip 
Guru and National award who has 
more than 30 years of experience 
in the field of Natural dyeing.

The objective of the workshop 
is to generate awareness among 
the stakeholders regarding the 
importance of natural dyeing 
in today's competitive market 
where the customers are de-
manding eco-friendly products. 

The workshop assumes signifi-
cance in light of the fact that 
the trend setters have become 
aware about the damage posed 
by the synthetic dyes to the ecol-
ogy and the environment.

Practical demonstrations and 
sample development of natu-
ral dyeing on different types of 
raw materials in the handicrafts 
and handloom sector will be the 
training component for the next 
two days of the program.

The event assumes signifi-
cance and is expected to address 
concerns like color fastness, 

shade matching, availability of 
standard quality of natural dyes.

Besides Director Handicrafts 
& Handloom Kashmir Mah-
mood Ahmad Shah , Director 
IICT Zubair Ahmad,Joint Director 
Handloom Nargis Suraya, Presi-
dent FCIK Shahid Kamili,Rouf 
Punjabi Ex president KCCI, par-
ticipants from CDI, MEERAS 
society, TAHAFUZ society, kash-
mir carpet cluster development 
along with some of the leading 
exporters, dyers ,artisans associ-
ated with the field were present 
on the first day of the workshop.

THE ADVISOR ALSO ASKED THE CEOS TO FOCUS ON adventure 
tourism and keep adventure equipments available at the tourist locations for purpose 
of hiring to the tourists interested in adventure tourism.

CS Reviews Execution Of 
Mining Leases In J&K
Major Minerals To Be E-Auctioned This Fiscal

SRINAGAR: The Chief Secre-
tary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
chaired a meeting to review 
the execution of mining leases 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Administrative Secretaries 
of departments of Mining, For-
est, Ecology & Environment, 
besides Director, Ecology, En-
vironment & Remote Sensing, 
Member Secretary, Pollution 
Control Board (PCB) and con-
cerned HoDs participated in 
the meeting.

The Chief Secretary asked 
the Mining Department to en-
sure sustainable exploration of 
major minerals in Jammu and 
Kashmir by adopting e-auc-
tion procedure in the current 
financial year.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of time-bound system-
atic and scientific exploration 
of minerals in J&K, the Chief 
Secretary impressed upon the 
Department to undertake a 
pre-assessment of the min-

ing blocks before their auction 
through an inter-disciplinary 
committee of officers drawn 
from concerned departments.

For the minor minerals blocks 
which are currently under the 
process of obtaining environ-
mental clearance, the Depart-
ment was directed to expedite 
35 cases pending public hear-
ing by 30th June 2021 followed 
by another batch of 32 cases 
by 30th July 2021; meanwhile 
completing the documentation 
of remaining cases.

Further, the Divisional Com-
missioners of Kashmir and 
Jammu were directed to ratio-
nalize existing rates of minor 
minerals in various districts 
and prevent illegal mining 
through strict surveillance.  

Dr. Mehta asked concerned 
officers to ensure availabil-
ity of minerals at reasonable 
rates to people as well as vari-
ous Government agencies for 
speedy development of the UT.

Facebook, WhatsApp Urge 
HC To Stay CCI Notice In 
Privacy Policy Matter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

F
acebook and WhatsApp 
on Monday urged the Del-
hi High Court to stay the 

Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) notice asking them 
to furnish certain information 
in relation to a probe ordered 
by it into the instant messag-
ing app’s new privacy policy. 
A vacation bench of Justices 
Anup Jairam Bhambhani and 
Jasmeet Singh said it will pass 
an order on the application.

During the hearing the bench 
said since it was sitting on a 
vacation bench, it did not want 
to delve into the merits of the 
matter even as the main peti-
tions are pending before a bench 
headed by the chief justice.

“We will pass an order. The 
matter will be listed on July 9 
(the date already fixed for the 
main petitions),” the bench said. 
The case relates to the appeals of 
Facebook and WhatsApp against 
a single judge order dismissing 
their pleas against the probe CCI 
ordered into the instant messag-
ing app's new privacy policy.

The high court had earlier is-
sued notices on the appeals and 
asked the Centre to respond to it.

In their fresh applications 
filed in the pending appeals, 
Facebook and WhatsApp 
sought stay on the CCI’s June 4 
notice asking them to furnish 
certain information for the pur-
pose of inquiry conducted by it.

Senior advocate Harish 
Salve, representing WhatsApp, 
said the problem is that they 
have received a fresh notice on 
June 4 and the last date to re-
spond is today, that is June 21.

He said the privacy policy is 
already under challenge in the 
Supreme Court and the Delhi 
High Court by way of a batch 
of petitions and even the gov-
ernment is looking into it.

Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for Facebook, 
said the question here is of pro-
priety and it is not correct as 
the highest court of the coun-

try, that is, the Supreme Court 
is looking into the matter.

“Why did they wait for June 4 
evening to issue the notice? They 
could have done it earlier,” he said.

Additional Solicitor General 
(ASG) Aman Lekhi, representing 
CCI, opposed the pleas saying 
at the stage of inquiry furnish-
ing of information will not lead 
to any order by the CCI and the 
notice is in pursuance to the in-
quiry which was not stayed by 
the high court and that this not 
the first notice issued to them.

ASG Balbir Singh, also ap-
pearing for CCI, said since 
there is a statutory order 
against Facebook and What-
sApp, they should not use the 
high court’s order and say that 
they will not furnish the in-
formation sought by CCI and 
the information should not be 
stalled at this stage.

When the court asked what 
was the hurry of issuing notice 
by CCI, Lekhi said the question 
was not of hurry but the matter 
itself requires a lengthy process.

He said till a report is sub-
mitted by the Director General 
to the CCI, there will be no pre-
cipitate action against them.

The high court had on May 6 
issued notice and sought reply 
of CCI on the appeals filed by 
Facebook and WhatsApp.

The single judge on April 22 
had said though it would have 
been "prudent" for the CCI to 
await the outcome of petitions 
in the Supreme Court and the 
Delhi High Court against What-
sApp''s new privacy policy, not 
doing so would not make the 
regulator''s order "perverse" or 
"wanting of jurisdiction".

What Mukesh Ambani 
Defines As "Prerequisite 
For Every Business"

Petrol, Diesel Prices 
Unchanged On Monday

Agencies

P
etrol, Diesel Price Today: 
Petrol and diesel prices re-
mained unchanged across 

the metros on Monday, June 21, 
2021, according to information 
provided by Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (IOC). In New Delhi, the 
petrol prices were steady at � 
97.22 per litre and diesel prices 
were constant at � 87.97 per 
litre. In Mumbai, petrol prices 
were at Rs 103.36 per litre and 
diesel was priced at � 95.44 

per litre. Fuel rates vary across 
the states in India due to value-
added tax. (Also Read: How To 
Check Latest Petrol And Diesel 
Rates In Your City)

The state-run oil marketing 
companies - IOC, Bharat Petro-
leum, and Hindustan Petroleum 
align the rates of domestic fuel 
with that of the global crude oil 
prices by taking into account 
any changes in foreign exchange 
rates. Any changes in fuel prices 
are implemented with effect 
from 6 am every day. 

City Petrol Diesel

Delhi 97.22 87.97

Mumbai 103.36 95.44

Chennai 98.40 92.58

Kolkata 97.12 90.82

Source: Indian Oil

 Bloomberg

M
ukesh Ambani, Asia's 
richest man, plans to 
transform each of the 

units under his refining-to-
retail conglomerate to create 
a sustainable business model 
as Reliance Industries chases a 
net carbon-zero goal by 2035.

"We have no option as a 
society, as a business but to 
really adopt a sustainable 
business model," Mr Ambani 
told Bloomberg Television's 
Haslinda Amin as part of the 
Qatar Economic Forum Mon-
day. "I think that's a prerequi-
site for every business to sur-
vive as we go forward."

When asked if this green 
push will require dialing back 
on some of Reliance's busi-
nesses, Mukesh Ambani said 
"it means transforming our 
businesses and integrating 
that with the future," without 
sharing more details.

The pivot toward a green-
er, cleaner version of itself 
won't be an easy one for In-
dia's most valuable company, 
which got about 60% of rev-
enue from its hydrocarbon-
fueled energy operations for 
the year ended March. The 
push comes at a critical time, 
as rival tycoons including 
India's second-richest man, 
Gautam Adani, are doubling 
down on their green initia-
tives amid a broader policy 
directive by the Narendra 
Modi-led government.

Energy giants around the 
world are coming under pres-
sure from socially conscious 
investors to improve their en-
vironmental policies and move 
toward a low-carbon future.

Carbon-Neutral Oil
Reliance last year set itself a 

target of becoming a net-zero 
carbon company by 2035 - a 
shorter time frame compared 
to the 2050 cut-off self-im-
posed by many of its global 
peers including BP and Royal 
Dutch Shell.

Mukesh Ambani's group 
bought its first cargo of car-
bon-neutral crude oil in Feb-
ruary and said it was looking 
for more such partnerships. 
The greenhouse gas emissions 
involved in the extraction, 
processing and shipping of 
such cargos have been offset 
by the crude oil suppliers.

The company already has 
a "proprietary technology to 
convert transportation fuels 
to valuable petrochemical 
and material building blocks," 
Mr Ambani told shareholders 
last year, adding that its focus 
will be on clean energy with 
hydrogen, wind, solar, fuel 
cells and batteries. In April, 
Reliance helped set up India 
H2 Alliance, a new energy 
transition coalition for com-
mercializing hydrogen tech-

nologies -- a cleaner alterna-
tive to fossil fuels.

'Inevitable'
"Reliance can't stay away" 

from this broader trend 
when even the traditionally 
oil-dependent economies 
including Saudi Arabia are 
boosting their green initia-
tives, according to Kranthi 
Bathini, chief market strate-
gist at WealthMills Securities 
in Mumbai. "Such a change is 
going to be inevitable for the 
conglomerate."

The Adani-led conglomer-
ate is also raising its game 
in clean energy goals. Ad-
ani Green Energy agreed 
last month to buy SoftBank 
Group's $3.5 billion renew-
able power business in India, 
in a bid to achieve its goal of 
having 25 gigawatts of renew-
able power capacity by 2025. 
The green focus has led to a 
share rally with Adani Green 
jumping more than 570% and 
Adani Total Gas by 712% since 
the beginning of last year.

Government officials have 
been debating whether to set a 
goal to cut India's greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 to zero, 
a decade before China.

Reliance, however, will have 
to balance its priorities as it 
pursues cleaner energy goals 
on one hand and seeks to cre-
ate a partnership with Aram-
co, Saudi Arabia's state-owned 
oil exploration company, on 
the other.

Mukesh Ambani's appear-
ance at the forum came as the 
country recovers from a dev-
astating second wave of coro-
navirus infections that gave 
it the world's fastest-surging 
Covid-19 outbreak.

"I believe this pandemic will 
not be the last health crisis 
that humanity has seen," Mr 
Ambani said in the interview. 
He added the primary chal-
lenges now were to "get rid of 
the vaccination divide" and a 
digital access divide as more 
people are forced to stay home 
to work and study in a pan-
demic-hit world.

Reliance Jio Infocomm, aims 
to close this access gap and 
boost connectivity, which ac-
cording to Mukesh Ambani 
is now akin to a basic need. 
"The digital divide must be 
bridged," he said. "Both among 
nations and within nations."

Govt Plans To Bring Stricter 
E-Commerce Rules, Flash 
Sales May Be History

IANS

T
he government plans to revise the 
e-commerce regulations in the 
country and bring about stricter 

norms, wherein the much talked-about 
flash sales may prohibited.

As per the new draft regulations, 
no e-commerce entity shall allow 
any display or promotion of mislead-
ing advertisements, whether in the 
course of business on its platform or 
otherwise.

Further, if the norms come into ef-
fect, every e-commerce shall estab-
lish an adequate grievance redressal 
mechanism having regard to the num-
ber of grievances ordinarily received 
by such entity from India.

Amazon and Flipkart, among oth-
ers, will have to appoint a Chief Com-
pliance Officer, a Resident Grievance 
Officer and a nodal contact person in 

India.
The Confed-

eration of All 
India Traders 
(CAIT), which 
has long de-
manded stricter 

e-commerce norms to protect the in-
terest of offline traders, has hailed the 
draft norms.

CAIT Secretary General Praveen 
Khandelwal termed the new draft as a 
"guiding stone to purify e-commerce 
landscape of the country which has 
been greatly vitiated by various e-
commerce global companies to the 
extent that not only the domestic 
trade has been damaged but even the 
consumers are also feeling the heat of 
their unethical business practices".

Khandelwal said that the CAIT will 
study the new draft rules in depth and 
will submit its comments.

Maruti Suzuki India To Hike 
Prices In Jul-Sep Qtr Amid Rise 
In Input Costs

Press Trust of India

T
he country's largest automobile 
maker Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) on 
Monday said it will hike prices of its 

cars in the second quarter of the current 
fiscal due to increase in the input costs.

"Over the past year, the cost of the 
company's vehicles continue to be ad-
versely impacted due to increase in 
various input costs. Hence, it has be-
come imperative for the company to 
pass on some impact of the above ad-
ditional cost to customers through a 
price rise," Maruti Suzuki India said in 
a regulatory filing.

The company did not reveal the 
quantum of the proposed price hike.

The price rise has been planned in 
the second quarter (July-September 
period) of the current financial year 
and the increase shall vary for different 
models, the company added.

On April 16, Maruti Suzuki an-
nounced the weighted average price 
increase in ex-Showroom Prices (Delhi) 
across models of 1.6 per cent.

On January 18 this year, the automak-
er had announced price hike of select 
models by up to Rs 34,000 due to rise 
in input costs.

MSI sells a range of models from 
entry-level hatchback Alto to S-CROSS, 
priced between Rs 2.99 lakh and Rs 
12.39 (ex-showroom prices Delhi) lakh, 
respectively.
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Is Covid Wave 2 Over? Positivity 
Rate Below 5 Pc For 14 Days, 
But Experts Say End Still Far

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: India on Monday 
crossed the important milestone 
of a Covid positivity rate of less 
than 5 per cent for 14 consecutive 
days, conforming to the WHO’s 
recommended requirement for a 
region to reopen, but experts were 
wary of declaring the devastating 
second wave over.

With 53,256 new coronavirus in-
fections, the lowest in 88 days, and 
a positivity rate of 3.83 per cent, it 
would seem the present phase of 
the Covid-19 crisis is over and it is a 
good time to lift restrictions.

This optimistic picture, however, 
must be edged with abundant cau-
tion, said several scientists, citing 
the emergence of new variants, the 
still high absolute number of cases, 
the many districts where positivity 
rate remains over 5 per cent and 
concerns over reliability of data.

“With the current positivity rate 
at less than 5 per cent, India’s Co-
vid-19 second wave is on the wane 
as quickly as it rushed to its peak, 
but the end of it may yet be far 
away as more transmissible new 
variants such as Delta plus variant 
are emerging,” said Naga Suresh 
Veerapu, associate professor at the 
School of Natural Sciences (SoNS), 
Shiv Nadar University, Delhi NCR.

The Delta plus variant has been 
formed due to a mutation in the 
Delta or B.1.617.2 variant, first 
identified in India and considered 
one of the drivers of the second 

wave in the country and also in 
several others including the UK.

The test positivity rate or TPR—
the percentage of all coronavirus 
tests performed that turn out to be 
positive—is an important metric 
through which the public health 
system keeps tabs on the level of 
Covid transmission.

The WHO recommends that 
test positivity should remain at 5 
per cent or lower for 14 days be-
fore countries or regions reopen. In 
February this year, the country was 
celebrating the end of the first wave 
and conveniently ignored an immi-
nent second wave, Veerapu said.

“The Delta variant that 
emerged in March spread across 
the different parts of India, then 
cases surged to the peak yielding 
a second wave. The second wave 
conjoined with the first when the 
latter was at 1 per cent positivity 
rate,” he told PTI.

Public policy expert Chan-
drakant Lahariya added that while 
the cases are on the decline, the 
absolute number of cases are still 
very high.

“While the national level test 
positivity rate has come down, 
there are still many districts where 
TPR is above 5 per cent,” the Delhi-
based physician-epidemiologist 
and health systems expert told PTI.

“Therefore, before saying that 
the second wave is over, I would 
like to wait for the TPR to come 
down below 5 per cent every-
where and sustain for two weeks 

or longer,” he said.
Scientist Gautam Menon agreed 

with Lahariya, noting that some 
states such as Kerala are still see-
ing positivity rates over 5 per cent. 
He added that it is unclear wheth-
er this reflects just better testing 
than other states or if the situation 
is still to improve there.

Positivity rate was 10.84 per 
cent in Kerala on Sunday.

According to Health Ministry 
data on Monday, India’s total tally 
of Covid-19 cases is 2,99,35,221 
(2.99 crore/29.9 million) while ac-
tive cases have reduced to 7,02,887.

The second wave of the pandem-
ic overwhelmed the healthcare sys-
tem of the country, leaving hospitals 
struggling to cope with the surge in 
cases and critical drugs and oxygen 
in short supply. Infections have now 
slowed down and restrictions have 
been relaxed in most states.

Agreeing that the drop in India’s 
cases has been quite dramatic, 
Menon noted, “From all we know, 
this is a genuine decline, both in 
urban and rural India.”

“There is no strict definition of a 
‘wave’, let alone of how and when 
it might be ending, but this is a 
good time as any to consider open-
ing up, although with caution,” 
Menon, professor, Departments of 
Physics and Biology, Ashoka Uni-
versity in Haryana, told PTI.

The experts also believe test 
positivity rates provide valuable in-
formation only if testing is broadly 
accessible across all regions. PTI

No Scientific Evidence Of COVID 
Vaccination Causing Infertility In 
Men, Women: Union Health Ministry
Agenceis

T
he Union health ministry on 
Monday reiterated there is 
no scientific evidence of CO-

VID-19 vaccination causing infertil-
ity in men and women and asserted 
the jabs are safe and effective.

There have been media reports 
expressing concern regarding infer-
tility due to COVID-19 vaccination 
among people of reproductive age, 
the ministry said in a statement.

Over the last few days, certain 
media reports have highlighted the 
prevalence of various superstitions 
and myths in a section of health-
care workers (HCWs) and frontline 
workers (FLWs) including the nurs-
es, it said.

Such misinformation and ru-
mours were spread during the vac-
cination drives against polio and 
measles-rubella too, it added.

The ministry said it has clarified 
in the FAQs (frequently asked ques-

tions) posted on the website that 
none of the available vaccines affect 
fertility, as all the vaccines and their 
constituents are tested first on ani-
mals and later on humans to assess 
if they have any such side effects.

Vaccines are authorized for use 
only after their safety and efficacy 
is assured, the statement said.

"Furthermore, in order to curb 
the prevalent myth regarding in-
fertility due to COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, the government of India has 

clarified that there are no scientific 
evidences suggesting COVID-19 
vaccination can cause infertility 
in men and women. The vaccines 
have been found to be safe and ef-
fective," it stated.

The National Expert Group on 
Vaccine Administration for COVID-19 
(NEGVAC) has recommended the 
COVID-19 vaccination for all lactat-
ing women, terming it as safe with 
no need to stop or pause breastfeed-
ing before or after the vaccination.

Pawar Meets Poll Strategist 
Prashant Kishor, Calls Meeting Of 
Opposition Leaders On Tuesday

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: Ahead of Prime 
Minister's meeting on Jammu 
and Kashmir, opposition leaders 
in Delhi are scheduled to hold a 
meet at Sharad Pawar's residence 
on Tuesday at 4 pm.

Before this meeting, Sharad 
Pawar met poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor, the second time in ten 
days. The buzz is that Kishor-
Pawar meet may be a part of larg-
er scheme of things in view of the 
next general elections and aimed 
at uniting like-minded parties.

Though the agenda for the op-
position parties meet is unclear, 
but it's in the backdrop of the 
Prime Minister's meeting on J&K. 
The invitation has been extended 
to 15 opposition parties, but a few 
of them so far have confirmed par-
ticipation. The Congress is not yet 
said yes to the meet.

It would be interesting to see 
whether Congress will attend the 
meet or not. Till the afternoon on 
Monday, there was no confirmation 
from the Congress but 7 parties have 
confirmed participation in the meet.

The NCP has called a meeting 
of its own national office bearers 
on Tuesday morning, ahead of the 
opposition parties meeting.

Kishor, who was instrumental 
in the Trinamool Congress' victory 
in the recent West Bengal Assem-
bly elections, had also met Pawar 
on June 11, fuelling the talk of op-
position parties coming together 
against the BJP.

According to sources, former 
finance minister and now a TMC 
leader Yashwant Sinha, Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) leader Manoj Jha 
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) lead-
er Sanjay Singh are also expected 
to call on Pawar on Tuesday.

Kishor, who had been part of 
the BJP's 2014 Lok Sabha cam-
paign, later became a poll strate-
gist for several non-NDA parties.

He had handled the poll strat-
egy of the TMC in the West Bengal 
Assembly polls and for the DMK 
in the Tamil Nadu assembly elec-
tions this year. He had also been a 
poll strategist for the Janata Dal-
United (JD-U) and Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) alliance in the 2015 Bi-
har assembly polls. — Agencies

Class 12 Evaluation: 
Concerns Galore; SC Seeks 
Response From CBSE, CISCE
Agenceis

T
he Supreme Court on Mon-
day asked CBSE and ICSE to 
respond by Tuesday to the 

concerns raised by some students 
and parents on the schemes of 
both the boards formulated to 
evaluate Class XII students, whose 
examination was cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A parents’ association and stu-
dents flagged several concerns 
with regard to the CBSE and ICSE 
schemes for evaluation for Class 
12 results and said that many 
clauses are arbitrary and would be 
detrimental to future prospects of 
the students.

A special bench of Justices A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Dinesh Mahesh-
wari said that it will hear the re-
sponse of counsels for CBSE and 
ICSE on Tuesday on the concerns 
raised by interveners.

The bench also directed registry 
to list all pending petitions in the 
matter on Tuesday, June 22, in which 
they have challenged the decision of 
CBSE to cancel class 12 examination 
and raised concerns on the evalua-
tion schemes of both the boards.

At the outset, senior advocate Vi-
kas Singh, appearing for intervener 
UP Parents Association, Lucknow, 
said that option to students for ex-
ternal examination as given in the 
CBSE’s scheme will be "a premium" 
for those students who could not do 
well in internal assessment.

Singh said, “This option should be 
given at the very initial stage to both 
student and school to opt for either 
external examination or internal as-
sessment. If any school or student 
does not want to opt for this internal 
assessment then a date may be fixed 
for external examination in mid of 
July or any date found conducive for 
holding of examination”.

The bench said that there 
should be some ray of hope for the 
students and there should not be 
any confusion.

“The decision for cancellation 
of examination has been taken at 
highest level and we have in-prin-
ciple accepted it,” the bench said.

Singh said there are several 
concerns with regard to the evalu-
ation scheme of the students 
which are increasing uncertainty 
and no one knows what exactly 
would happen.

He said that it has been provid-
ed in the CBSE scheme that marks 
obtained by a student in any sub-
ject in internal assessment (based 
upon marks obtained in class X 
(30 per cent), class XI (30 per cent) 
and class XII pre-board examina-
tion (40 per cent)) shall not exceed 
the best marks obtained by ex-
students in the said schools in the 
specific reference year (best year 
subject- wise amongst past three 
class 12 board exams) by more 
than 2 marks.

Singh said that there may be 
a case where due to past poor 
performance of students in a par-
ticular subject, the school hires 
a good teacher and the students 
performed well in their internal 

examination but they are likely to 
suffer due to poor performance by 
the ex-students.

“The present batch of students 
(or for that reason any student) may 
suffer because the marks obtained 
by ex-students in the reference year 
is lower than what present batch of 
students have obtained in any sub-
ject,” he said, adding that maximum 
the student would be given is the 
grace of two marks.

Singh said, “Such irrational 
policy of linking the present batch 
of students with that of past per-
formance of ex-students cannot be 
legally sustained under any circum-
stances. The present batch of stu-
dents cannot be penalised for the 
past performances of ex-students”.

He said that there should be 
uniformity in evaluation scheme 
as English has been made manda-
tory for calculating average marks 
in CISCE scheme, while in CBSE 
there is no such requirement and 
best of three marks are taken.

“The policy of internal assess-
ment should be uniform for both 
central boards. There is practically 
no scheme of internal assessment 
envisaged by ICSE. There are only 

few letters to that effect. There are 
various variables which are not de-
fined namely weightage for board 
exams is nor defined anywhere. 
There is no clarification and teach-
ers are in utter confusions” he said.

The senior lawyer said that he 
had discussion with a maths teach-
er about the evaluation formula 
suggested by the board to which he 
had said that it is very complicated.

The bench said that what kind 
of maths teacher he is if he don’t 
understand the formula and added 
that court is not going by the per-
ception of individuals and looking 
at the institutional response.

Advocate Abhishek Choudhury, 
appearing for private students and 
those with second compartment, 
said that CBSE has said that they will 
be facing difficulties in admission to 
higher institutes as CBSE class exam 
12 will be held when the situation is 
conducive, may be in July or August.

The bench said it might direct 
that admissions will be subject to 
the outcome of the board exam 
results but asked him to argue the 
points on Tuesday.

The bench listed the matter for 
further hearing on Tuesday at 2PM.

On June 17, the top court had said 
that there is no question of revers-
ing earlier decision to cancel class 
12 board exams, and had approved 
the assessment schemes of the CIS-
CE and the CBSE, which has adopted 
30:30:40 formulas for evaluation of 
marks for students based on results 
of class 10, 11 and 12 respectively.

The Council for the Indian 
School Certificate Examination 
(CISCE) said however that it would 
consider the performance of stu-
dents for last six years, unlike CBSE 
which is taking note of perfor-
mance in class 10, 11 and 12 exams, 
in finalising the final board results.

Both the boards had said they 
would declare the class 12 results 
on or before July 31.

Centre Initiates Disciplinary 
Proceedings Against Ex-WB Chief 
Secretary Alapan Bandyopadhyay

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The Centre has initi-
ated major penalty proceedings 
against former West Bengal Chief 
Secretary Alapan Bandyopadhyay 
for alleged misconduct and mis-
behavior, officials said on Monday.

Bandyopadhyay, now an adviser 
to West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, has been asked to re-
ply to a "memorandum", within 30 
days, sent to him by the Department 
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) 
mentioning the charges, they said.

The former Chief Secretary has 
been warned of major penalty 
proceedings that allows the cen-
tral government to withhold pen-
sion or gratuity, or both, either in 

full or in part, the officials said.
Bandopadhyay was supposed 

to retire on May 31, but his tenure 
was extended by the Centre upon 
request from the state government.

The wrangle over Bandopadhyay 
began after the chief minister and 
he both skipped a meeting with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over 
Cyclone Yaas last month.

The Centre called Bandopadhy-
ay back to Delhi the same day, but 
instead, he chose to retire and was 
appointed special advisor to Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

The latest bone of contention 
comes within a month of Modi's 
Bharatiya Janata Party losing to 
Mamata Banerjee's TMC in Bengal 
Assembly elections.  — Agencies

Lakshadweep Admin Moots 
Proposal To Shift HC Jurisdiction 
From Kerala To Karnataka
Agenceis

T
he Lakshadweep administra-
tion, which has been facing 
widespread public protests 

on the islands over some of its 
policies, has mooted a proposal to 
shift its legal jurisdiction from the 
Kerala High Court to the Karnataka 
High Court, officials said.

However, late on Sunday night 
Lakshadweep district collector S 
Askar Ali said that there was no 
such move. Earlier, there was no 
response either from Ali or from 
Advisor (chief Secretary) A An-
barasu to emails queries sent to 
them on June 17 (Thursday) on the 
move of shifting the jurisdiction.

"There is no proposal of Lak-
shadweep administration to shift 
its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala 
High Court to Karnataka High Court. 
The news of shifting the jurisdiction 
of high from Kerala to Karnataka is 
baseless and is devoid of truth," Ali 
said in a WhatsApp message.

The proposal was initiated by 
the administration in the back-
drop of several litigations being 
moved before the Kerala High 
Court against the decisions taken 
by the islands' new administrator 
Praful Khoda Patel.

These decisions included revising 
standard operating procedures for 
COVID-appropriate behaviour, the 
introduction of the "Goonda Act" 
and demolishing hutments of fish-
ermen for the widening of roads.

Patel, who is the administrator of 
Daman and Diu, was given the addi-
tional charge of the Union Territory 
of Lakshadweep in the first week 

of December last year when the 
former administrator Dineshwar 
Sharma died after a brief illness.

This year, as many as 23 applica-
tions, including 11 writ petitions, 
have been filed against the admin-
istrator of Lakshadweep and also 
against the alleged high-handed-
ness of either the police or the local 
government of the islands.

However, for reasons best 
known to the island's administra-
tion, which is under the spotlight 
over its handling of these issues, 
it has made a proposal for shifting 
its legal jurisdiction from the high 
court of Kerala to Karnataka.

The jurisdiction of a high court 
can be shifted only through an act 
of Parliament, according to the law.

"Parliament may by law consti-
tute a high court for a Union Ter-
ritory or declare any court in any 
such territory to be a high court 
for all or any of the purposes of 
this Constitution," according to 
Article 241 of the Constitution.

Section 4 of the same article 
mentions that "nothing in this ar-
ticle derogates from the power of 
Parliament to extend or exclude 
the jurisdiction of a high court for 
a state to, or from, any Union Ter-
ritory or part thereof".

Talking to PTI over phone, Lok 
Sabha member Mohammed Faizal 
P P said, "This was his (Patel) first 
attempt to shift the judicial juris-
diction from Kerala to Karnataka."

"Why was he so particular to 
transfer it... it's totally a misappro-
priation of the post. The mother 
tongue of the people on these is-
lands is Malayalam," he said.

UP Assault Case: Bombay HC 
Grants Transit Anticipatory 
Bail To Journalist Rana Ayyub
MUMBAI: The Bombay High Court on 
Monday granted transit anticipatory 
bail to journalist Rana Ayyub for a pe-
riod of four weeks in connection with 
an FIR registered against her by the Ut-
tar Pradesh police for allegedly circulat-
ing a video in which an elderly Muslim 
man claimed he was thrashed and 
asked to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’. The po-
lice in their FIR claimed the video was 
circulated to create communal unrest.

The FIR was registered at the Loni 
Border police station at Ghaziabad 
in UP on June 15 under IPC Sections 
153 (giving provocation with intent 
to cause riot), 153A (promoting en-
mity between groups on ground of 
religion, class etc), 295A (deliberate 
and malicious acts, intended to out-
rage religious feels of any class by 
insulting its religion or religious be-
lief) and 120B (criminal conspiracy).

Ayyub’s counsel Mihir Desai on 
Monday told a single bench of Jus-
tice PD Naik that the applicant was a 

journalist who had just forwarded the 
video from her Twitter handle. “On 
June 16, when she came to know that 
the content of the video was not cor-
rect, she deleted the same,” Desai said.

He further said the offences under 
which Ayyub has been booked are all 
punishable only up to three years in jail 
and hence, she should be given time to 
approach the court concerned in Uttar 
Pradesh to seek relief. Justice Naik not-
ed that the police probe subsequently 
found the person, who allegedly 
claimed he was thrashed and forced 
to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’, had some al-
tercation with the people who beat 
him over some other transaction.

“Considering the factual aspects 
of the case and to enable the appli-
cant (Ayyub) to approach the court 
concerned in Uttar Pradesh where 
the FIR is lodged, protection from 
arrest can be granted for a tempo-
rary period of four weeks,” the court 
said in its order.

Man Hurts Dog, Arrested After 'Phone 
Call From Maneka Gandhi'
Agenceis

SITAPUR (UP): In an audio that 
surfaced on social media, MP and 
animal rights activist Maneka 
Gandhi is purportedly heard tell-
ing a police officer to register 
a case here and slap a man for 
breaking a dog's leg.

Police have arrested the man 
who allegedly broke the dog's leg 
with a stick, but are not confirming 
the authenticity of the audio clip.

In the audio, the Sultanpur MP 
is purportedly heard instructing SO 
Kotwali Sitapur to arrest the man, 
besides asking him to slap the ac-
cused on her behalf and taking the 
cost of the dog's treatment from 
him. SO Kotwali TP Singh told PTI 
that a local man came to Kotwali 
on Sunday evening and gave his 
phone to the police officer, claim-
ing that Gandhi was on the line.

"During the conversation, she 
told me to arrest accused Ramesh 
Verma of Gwal Mandi area, who 

had fractured a dog's leg using a 
stick, and take appropriate action 
against him," he said.

He said this incident took place 
on June 18, but a complaint was 
lodged on June 20 by animal rights 
activist Meraj Ahmad. Police went 
to the accused's home for inves-
tigation but he was not present 
there, he added.

Later in the evening, they got a 
call purportedly from Gandhi, the 

officer added.
On the authenticity of the 

video, the SO said that the con-
versation took place on another 
person's phone so he could not 
comment on it. A case has been 
registered under Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act and the ac-
cused arrested, he said.

The dog is safe and undergoing 
treatment at a veterinary hospital, 
the officer added.
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