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‘MAINTAINING HEALTHY LIFESTYLE, 
POSITIVE MINDSET CAN HELP COPE WITH 
STRESS, ANXIETY ISSUES’

KASHMIR’S SPIRITUAL GLORY 
PROPHESIED IN LAHORE
My earliest memory of Sayyid Mirak Shah 
Kashani is of early 1960s when as a kid 
I was taken to him by my mother. Most 
probably, my eldest aunt was also with us, 
for whenever mother ventured out of home...

Handling mental stress and anxiety has thrown up 
another challenge in covid-19 times, which is generally... 

On the eve of World Environmental Day, the Divisional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole Saturday called for 
conservation and restoration of pristine glory of all lakes and water... 

6CITY STATE3 5

DIV COM CALLS FOR RESTORING GLORY 
OF ALL LAKES, WATER BODIES

T
H
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IED Defused 
In Srinagar

SRINAGAR:  State forces on 
Saturday detected and defused an 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) in 
Chanapora area of Srinagar, officials 
said. A police officer said that the IED 
was placed inside a box near Chana-
pora police post. On finding it, the 
police immediately called the Bomb 
Detection and Disposal Squad (BDS) 
that defused it before  More On P10

3 Pulwama Youth 
Booked Under PSA

SRINAGAR- Three youth from south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district have 
been booked under Public Safety Act 
(PSA) for allegedly indulging in stone 
pelting during an encounter in the 
area in April, 2021, an official said.
The detained youth have been identi-
fied as Sameer Mushtaq Lone, son of 
Mushtaq Ahmed  More On P10

Preacher Sarjan 
Barkati Released

SRINAGAR- Popular religious 
preacher Sarjan Barkati was released 
on Saturday, around twenty days after 
he was detained by police in Zainapo-
ra area of Shopian in south Kashmir. 
Official sources said that Barkati was 
released from custody this afternoon, 
as per news agency GNS. Barkati, 
as per sources, was detained for 
leading a protest demonstration 
in the backdrop of Palestine-Israel 
imbroglio last month. Confirming the 
development, a family member of 
the preacher replied  More On P10

2 OGWs Held 
With Arms: Police

SRINAGAR: Police on Saturday 
claimed to have foiled a weapon 
smuggling attempt by arresting 
two alleged militant associates and 
recovering a huge cache of arms and 
ammunition from their possession in 
Qazigund area of Kulgam district.
“Weapon smuggling bid foiled. Two 
AK-56 rifles, 10 pistols along with 18 
magazines, 90 bullets besides nine 
grenades were  More On P10

Be happy for 
this moment. This 

moment is your life.

—Omar Khayyam

Widom

Falling Chinar 
Branch Kills Cop

SRINAGAR: A policeman on 
Saturday was killed after a branch 
of Chinar tree fell upon him on the 
Srinagar- Baramulla highway near 
Pattan. Manzoor Ahmed, was riding 
his motorbike when a branch of a 
Chinar fell on him near the Power 
Development Department (PDD) of-
fice in Pattan, reports said. Ahmed, a 
resident of Kripalpora Payeen Pattan 
suffered serious head injuries in the 
incident.   More On P10

Mixing Vaccines

It’s OK to take Pfizer after 1st 
dose of Astra Zeneca BUT:

1. Expect more fever, aches 
afterwards for 1-3 d

2. Do NOT generalize it to other 
vaccine combinations. Wait 4 
more data

“Never check the depth of a 
river with both feet. WB”

Nasal delivery of an IgM offers 

broad protection from SARS-

CoV-2 variants!

It isn’t a vaccine!

It is a drug given intranasal 

route to treat covid !

Covid vaccination benefits are 

backed by science. Almost all 

hospitalized patients are not 

vaccinated. Virus may not have 

run out of mutation options. 

Flare-up is always on cards. In 

absence of specific anti-covid 

drug choose vaccination. Want 

kids in schools not at home all 

the time

Dr. Javaid Malik

D. M (PGI Chandigarh) 

Professor of Pulmonary 

Medicine

Dr. Yasir Wani

Consultant Pediatrician

Covid-19 On Decline In J&K, Lowest 
Number Test Positive In 50 Days

Dr. Faheem Younus

VP/ CQO/ Chief of 
Infectious Disease, 
University of MD UCH

Shopian, Ganderbal 
Show The Way, 
Pole Impressed
'Adopt Shopian, G'bal Model 
To Attain 100% Vaccination’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Asking the district ad-
ministrators in Kashmir to adopt 
Shopian and Ganderbal model to at-
tain 100% vaccination, the Divisional 
Commissioner  Kashmir, Pandurang K 
Pole on Saturday passed instructions 
to pace up the vaccination coverage in 
the age group of 45 years and above 
on a war footing basis.

Chairing a meeting at the 
Divisional Covid-19 Control Room 
Kashmir on Saturday, Pole reviewed 
the progress achieved in the ongo-
ing vaccination campaign against 
Covid-19 in the Kashmir division, 
an official spokesperson said. The 
meeting was also attended by 
Incharge and various senior level of-
ficers of Covid-19 Control Room.

Appreciating the efforts put by 
district Ganderbal and Shopian in 
achieving 100 percent target of vac-
cination and nearly 90 percent in the 
district Bandipora  More On P10

Centre 
Extending 
All Help To 
J&K: MoS

183 Detained 
During 
Weekend 
Corona Curfew

Cab Falls Off Highway 
In Ramban, 5 Killed Massive Hunt Launched For Stray Leopards

LG Seeks Help In Reviving 
Human-Nature Relationships

J&K Among 
Front-Runners In Niti 
Aayog's SDG Index
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
showed an “incremental” 
performance in Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of 
good health and well being of 
people with the composite index 
score of the UT having improved 
by eight points.

This was revealed by third rendi-
tion of India's SDG Index launched 
by Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv 
Kumar on Thursday.

The composite index score of the 
UT in SDG-3 Goal has improved by 
8 points from 62 in 2019-20 to 70 
in 2020-21, the report said.

With the increase in overall 
score, Jammu and Kashmir has 
bagged a position in the catego-
ry of “front runners” (with index 
score higher than or equal to 65) 
as compared to the category of 
“Performers”   More On P10

Plague In Pandemic: Kashmir Witnessing Surge In Women Abuse

Firdaus Ali

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus 
cases in Jammu and Kashmir 
on Saturday showed a sig-
nificant decline as 1448 
more people, lowest num-
bers of infected in 50 days, 
tested positive for the virus. 
However there was no let 
up in deaths due to dreaded 
infection as 25 more people 
succumbed to it during the 
last 24 hours.

According to the of-
ficials, 995 fresh cases of 
coronavirus were reported 
from Kashmir Valley and 
the remaining 453 were 
detected in Jammu division 
thus taking the total num-
ber of people infected since 
the outbreak of pandemic 
last year in J&K to 292360.

About the fresh fatali-
ties reported Saturday, the 
officials said that the virus 
claimed lives of 13 more 
people in Jammu and 12 in 

the Valley pushing the over-
all death toll to 3939.

Giving district wise details 
of new Covid-19 cases, the 

officials said that Srinagar 
reported 222,   More On P10

FOLLOW-UP

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: A day after a minor 
girl’s mutilated body was recov-
ered near a sanctuary in Ompora 
sparking massive outrage, the 
wildlife department and police 
on Saturday launched a major 
combing operation in a vast 
forest area in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district to eliminate 
man eater leopards.

The wildlife department 
on Saturday roped in 
sharpshooters to elimi-
nate man-eater leopards 
in Ompora forest area of 
Budgam district where 
the mutilated body of 
five-year-old Ada Yasir 
was recovered on Friday 
causing massive anger 
and widespread outrage 
against the department, 
reports said.

A vast area spread 

over 500 kanal of land is be-
ing searched by a joint team of 
wildlife department and po-
lice with the help of forest de-
partment staff. A team of eight 
highly skilled sharpshooters 
have also been engaged to ei-
ther capture or eliminate the 
man-eaters leopards.

Reports also said that sniffer 
dogs  More On P10

Leopard 
Caught In 
Khansahib

T
he wildlife department and police in a joint operation on Saturday 
caught a leopard in Khansahib area of Budgam district, officials 
said. Acting on information from the villagers that a leopard 

was roaming in Khudpora, Khansahib, a team of police and wildlife 
department officials swung into action and captured the beast alive, 
a police spokesperson said. The beast, he said,  More On P10

5 More Leopards 
Spotted 
In Budgam

F
ive more leopards 
were spotted in 

Budgam on 
Saturday. As 
per eyewit-

nesses, three  
leopards were 
spotted at 

Makhama area 
of Magam and 

two were spotted 
at Chrawni Nowhar area 

of Charar-i-Sharief.  Locals 
from Makhama said about 
three leopards were roam-
ing in the area, whereas 
locals of Chrawni said that 
two leopards were seen in 
the area.

LG Orders Road Safety 
Audit Within One Week

Press Trust Of India

BANIHAL: Five people, includ-
ing a CRPF constable, were 
killed and one other was criti-
cally injured on Saturday when 
a cab skidded off the road and 
fell into a 300-meter gorge 
along the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway in Ramban dis-
trict, police said.

The SUV was on its way to 
Jammu from Srinagar and the 
accident took place at Digdole 
near Khooni Nallah when 
its driver lost control over 
the vehicle, Ramban Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) P D Nitya said.

A defence spokesman said 
the speedy vehicle hit another 
car before plunging into the 
deep gorge around 9.30 am 
and was first noticed by the 
Road Opening  More On P10

Says Healthy Ecosystem 
Can Enhance Livelihood, 
Counter Climate Change

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Asserting that the 
healthy ecosystems can enhance 
people’s livelihoods, counteract 
climate change and stop biodi-
versity loss to achieve sustain-
able development goals, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha on 

Saturday urged people to take 
initiatives aimed at restoring the 
ecosystems for reviving human-
nature relationships.

“It is not only about restoring 
depleted ecosystems, but also 
about restoring people’s con-
nection with nature and make 
it last forever to achieve sus-
tainable development goals,” 
Sinha, as per an official spokes-
person said in his message on 
the world environment day.

The LG, he said,   More On P10

Auqib Javeed

T
wo days, two media appear-
ances and two contradicting 
statements almost threaten to 

become a scandalous showdown in 
Srinagar.

But with statistics supporting the 
statements, the valley is only wit-
nessing a ‘sordid surge’ in lockdown.

On June 2, a non-local woman ar-
rived in Press Enclave to brief news-
men about “the trio who stormed her 
room and outraged her modesty”.

A day later, the locals arrived in 
the same venue to contradict the 
woman’s claims, and sought police 
investigation into the case.

But beyond the claims and coun-
terclaims, an exclusive data accessed 
by Kashmir Observer shows a signifi-
cant increase in the number of rape 
cases in the valley during Pandemic.

Revealing that the highest num-
ber of rape cases—in the last 

decade—took place in 2020, a RTI 
reply from J&K Police reads: “A total 
number of 170 rape cases were re-
ported across Kashmir in 2020.”

The information availed by law stu-
dent, Badrul Duja, further states that 
Kashmir reported 94 cases in 2019, 
144 in 2018, 109 in 2017, 85 
in 2016, 119 in 2015, 107 in 
2014, 161 in 2013, 120 in 
2012, 113 in 2011 and 75 
in 2010.

The RTI reveals 
that the year 2020 
also reported 
highest number 
of molestation 
cases—1358—
in ten dis-
tricts of 
Kashmir.

The mo-
l e s t a t i o n 
figures were 
1073 in 2019, 

1184 in 2018,1061 in 2017, 854 in 
2016, 974 in 2015, 1027 in 2014, 1057 
in 2013, 1072 in 2012, 968 in 2011 
and 837 in 2010.

Women rights activists say these 
statistics are startling as the surge 
happened in the lockdown.

“It will be surprising to know 
whether the rapes happen within 

or outside the family but the 
numbers seem to be over-
whelming,” Arshie Qureshi, 
one of the co-founders of the 
women’s cell, Mehram, told 
Kashmir Observer.

The kind of situation that 
the valley is witnessing since 

the last two-three years has 
built up frustration upon 
the people that led them 
to the crimes, she argues.

“It could be the out-
come of the frustra-
tion,” Arshie said. “But 

nothing can justify the 

violence against the women.”
The collective outcry against vio-

lence on women is missing in the 
valley, she said. “The women need to 
report the violence inflicted on them.”

But many say reporting these cas-
es in absence of women commission 
is challenging.

Notably, the state women’s com-
mission was shut on October 31, 2019, 
soon after New Delhi scrapped the spe-
cial status of Jammu and Kashmir and 
downgraded the state into a union ter-
ritory on 5 August 2019.

Since the commission is history now, 
the women across Kashmir are run-
ning pillar to post for help. Hundreds 
of women who had registered cases 
of violence—domestic violence, eve-
teasing, rape, molestation, and ha-
rassment—are without any agency, 
although police lately floated certain 
cells and numbers to tackle these cases.

“Will they get justice is a big ques-
tion when everything is labeled under 

‘law and order’,” Nayeema Mahjoor, the 
former chairperson of the State Women 
Commission, told Kashmir Observer.

The society has become so 
numb by the constant violence 
that all other issues includ-
ing social evils are consid-
ered the least priority, 
she said.

“Domestic violence 
and rape cases are 
rising because the 
society has reached 
to its breaking 
point due to de-
pression and other 
mental disorders,” 
Nayeema said.

“And since the 
issues connecting 
to women are being 
taken very lightly, this 
menace is growing as 
a monster now. This is 
despite the  More On P10

T
he central government is continuously extend-
ing all possible help to Jammu and Kashmir in 
its fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, Union 

minister Jitendra Singh said on Saturday. He said the 
healthcare institutions in the  More On P10

T
he coronavirus imposed weekend curfew 
threw life out of gear in Srinagar and other 
major districts of Kashmir on Saturday even 

as police arrested 183 violators and filed a case 
against 94 others in the Valley.   More On P10

A team of health workers returning after a daylong vaccination drive in remote Doodkulan 
village in south Kashmir’s Tral on Saturday. KO Photo, Abid Bhat.



DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

Sunday| 06-06-2021
Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

FIR KO

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Directorate of Indian Systems of Medicine
(National AYUSH Mission J&K)

 (Indira Chowk, Jammu/ Bemina, Srinagar)
Tele/Fax: 0194-2490443, 2490455 (May-Oct)

0191-2543988, 2543955 (Nov-Apr)

Subject:  Hiring of Nursing Orderlies/Skilled Attendants in Panchkarma/ Regimenal therapies on contractual basis under National Ayush Mission.
Ref (i):  Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India’s approval conveyed vide No. S-16012/3/2020-NAM (Part-I) dated 26.03.2021.
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for hiring of Nursing Orderlies/Skilled Attendants in Panchkarma/Regimenal therapies for 31 AYUSH 
Units and 6 Specialized AYUSH Centres on contractual basis under National AYUSH Mission, J&K as per the details given below:

S. 
No

Post Eligibility No. of 
posts 

Remuneration Selection Criteria Location(s)

Skilled Attendants 
(Nursing Orderlies) 
in Panchkarma/
Regimenal 
therapies

Minimum 10th pass from a recognized 
Board along with One-year experience 
in Panchkarma/ Regimenal therapies 
from a Centre/ Clinic certified by regis-
tered Ayush doctor.

Age: Upto 45 Years

43 Rs. 8000.00 per 
month

1)10th Pass = 30 Points.

2) Experience = 20 Points (04 points for 
each One-year experience upto maxi-
mum of 20   Points for 05 Years).

3) Skill Assessment = 
50 Points

Note: 
(i) Item No. 1 on Prorata basis.
(ii) Item No. 3 shall be on performance 
basis.

Annexure-A & B

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. The candidate should be domicile of J&K.
2. The engagement will be purely on contractual basis. Initial contract for hiring shall be upto 31.03.2022 and further extension will be subject 
to good performance of the contractual employee / approval of the post by Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India.
3. In case of poor performance, services of the candidates are liable to be terminated with one month’s prior notice. 
4. The selection of the candidates for the above mentioned post shall be made on the basis of merit and preference given by the candidate 
regarding place of working.
5. Applications as per prescribed format should be submitted to the Directorate of ISM, Indira Chowk Jammu/Bemina Srinagar (Near Habitat 
Centre) on workings days (Monday to Friday) by or before 21st June, 2021.

6. Application form is available on the official website www.jkdism.in which is the only and authentic source of information with respect to 
Directorate of ISM, J&K. This office shall not be responsible for inconvenience caused to anybody due to misleading/ false information made available 
by any other website(s) and purportedly claimed to be associated with Directorate of ISM, J&K, in any manner whatsoever.
7. The number of vacancies are only indicative and may increase or decrease.
8. List of documents, self-attested, to be attached with the application form: 
(i). Date of Birth Certificate.
(ii). Domicile Certificate.
(iii). 10th Pass Certificate/Marks Card.
(iv). Experience certificate, as per advertisement notice, from Centre/Clinic with date and sign of the registered Ayush doctor along with seal.
9. Applications not falling in the prescribed criteria or without aforesaid documents shall be rejected outrightly.
10. Any further information including list of short-listed candidates, date of interview, etc. shall be uploaded on the website www.jkdism.in. 
Candidates are advised to keep themselves updated through the website. No individual communication to the candidates shall be made in this regard.

Sd/-
(Dr. Mohan Singh)

Director
Indian Systems of Medicine

J&K, Jammu

Annexure-B
List of 6 Specialized AYUSH Centres

S.No Name/Location of the AYUSH Centre No. of Posts
1. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Katra Dis-

trict Reasi
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
2. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Patnitop 

District Udhampur
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
3. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Mansar Dis-

trict Samba
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
4. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Pahalgam 

District Anantnag
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
5. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Gulmarg 

District Baramulla
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
6. AYUSH Specialized Centre at Sonamarg 

District Ganderbal
02

(1 Male,                1 Female)
Total 12

(06 Male, 
06 Female)

Annexure-A
List of 31 AYUSH Units    
 

S.No Name/Location of AYUSH Unit No. of Posts
1. AYUSH Unit Govt. Medical College Bakshi 

Nagar Jammu 
01

2. AYUSH  Unit Govt. Hospital Gandhi 
Nagar Jammu

01

3. AYUSH Unit Govt. Hospital Sarwal 01
4. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Samba 01
5. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Udhampur 01
6. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Reasi 01
7. AYUSH Unit Doda (Opp. ARTO Doda) 01
8. AYUSH Unit SDH Bhaderwah Doda 01
9. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Kishtwar 01
10. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Ramban 01
11. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Rajouri 01
12. AYUSH Unit CHC Sunderbani Rajouri 01
13. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Poonch 01
14. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Kathua 01
15. AYUSH Unit CHC Basholi Kathua 01
16. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Pulwama 01
17. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Shopian 01
18. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Handwara 01
19. AYUSH Unit SDH Kupwara 01
20. AYUSH Unit CHC Langate Kupwara 01
21. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Budgam 01
22. AYUSH Unit Govt. Medical College 

(SMHS) Srinagar
01

23. AYUSH Unit Govt. Hospital JLNM (Rain-
awari) Srinagar

01

24. AYUSH Unit Royal Springs Golf Course 
Srinagar

01

25. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Ganderbal 01
26 AYUSH Unit District Hospital Anantnag 01

27. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Kulgam 01
28. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Baramulla 01
29. AYUSH Unit CHC Sopore 01
30. AYUSH Unit CHC Pattan 01
31. AYUSH Unit District Hospital Bandipora 01

Total 31

DIPK-2475/21

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENIGNEER 
ESTATES DIVISION, SRINAGAR.

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 
E-TENDER NIT NO. 45/XEN/EDS/2021-22 OF 06/2021

Executive Engineer Estates Division Srinagar on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory J&K invites tenders by E-tendering on Item rate basis from approved 
and eligible Registered Civil Contractors with Union Territory J&K /CPWD/Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

S. No. Name of Work Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.

(Amt In Rs)

Time of

Completion

Class of

Contractor

Major Head of 

Account
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Face Lifting of Press Club Polo view 9-B at M.A 

Road Srinagar.

1.05 lacs 200/-   15 Days DEE 2216-Non Plan

Position of AAA: 
Position of funds:  
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 04.06.2021 from    4.00 PM.
3 Bid submission Start Date 04.06.2021 from    4.00 PM.
4 Bid Submission End Date 11.06.2021 upto     3.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 11.06.2021   at      3.05 PM. 

In the office of Executive Engineer Estates Division, Srinagar.

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan under Major Head-0216/Revenue (others)in favour 
of Executive Engineer Estates Division, Srinagar (tender inviting authority)(The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid 
and Bid Submission End date) pledged toExecutive Engineer Estates Division, Srinagar(tender receiving authority).
3. All Bidders has to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security 
Declaration Form is as per Annexure “A” below)
4. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of advertised cost as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR within 02 
Days before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of work/DLP is over.
5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive 
Engineer Estates Division, Srinagar(tender receiving authority).
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
7.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website 
www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process. 
7.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. 
Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor. 
7.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form. 
7.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. 
7.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid. 
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 
8. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
9. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer Estates Division, Srinagar(The 
date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer Estates Division, 
Srinagarmust be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The original Treasury Challan (cost of tender document), and other relevant bid documents 
shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of contract. 
10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ 
manually. 
11. Price escalation and Taxes:- The rate quoted by the bidder shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of 
the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be 
made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 
12. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on Estates e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
13. Instructions to Bidder (ITB) 
13.1. All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteria / qualification information with their 
bids:-
a. All bidders shall upload Copies of original documents defining constitution/ legal status, place of registration and principal place of 
Business with Cell No. and Correspondence address.
b. All bidders shall upload Treasury Challan
c.  All bidders shall upload Bid Security Declaration Form
d. All bidders shall upload Valid GSTIN No. & PAN No.
e. All bidders shall upload Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest Clearance Certificate FORM GST-3B i.e. latest Clearance 
Certificate.
14. The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission of bid. 
15. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language. 
16. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with 
technical bid. No document (s) which has /have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification 
the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises

Sd/-
 DIPK-2489/21  Executive Engineer,
             Estates Division, Sgr.
No: - E-Tender/NIT/EDS/1714-24/2021-22 /T-1 Dated: - 04-06-2021

Department  of   (AYUSH) Govt. of J & K District  Anantnag.         

AYUSH  Immune   Booster   MedicineDistributed    
at  Village  Panzpora    from  Govt.

ISM Dispensary Marhama   Anantnag UT.

On 05/06/2021 Following the Protocol of AYUSH Department Ministry of AYUSH Govt. of India 
and the Orders of Director ISM J&K Dr Mohan Singh just and by the guidelines of ADMO  MADAM 
Dr. Nuzhat  Bashir & District Nodal officer Ayush Dr. Mir Javaid Hussain sahib an awareness pro-
gramme and distribution of immune booster medicines was organized at at Village Panzpora 
Anantnag  from  Govt.            AYUSH  Dispensary Marhama Anantnag 456 beneficiaries received 
immunity boosting drugs also were briefed about importance of Ayush immunity boosters in 
enhancement of human immunity to combat Covid 19 panoramic along other importance pre-
ventive measures.

mja

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost all documents of my vehicle bearing Regd No; JK05B- 8197 while travelling from So-
pore To Baramulla. If any body has found please contact on 9682164523. Otherwise I have to 
apply for the duplicate documents anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file 
his/her objection in the office of the ARTO Sopore within a period of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained. 

Naida Aijaz 
D/O Abdul Subhan Malik 

R/O Noor Bagh Sopore ams

SCHOLARSHIPS THIS WEEK
Kashmir Observer in association with Buddy4Study.com presents 
scholarships available for the meritorious students of Jammu and Kashmir

Scholarship Name 1:        Digital Bhara-
ti COVID Scholarship 2021-22

Description:        Digital Bharati COVID 
Scholarship invites applications from 
children who are left vulnerable with 
very little or no financial support for 
their further education owing to a CO-
VID-led crisis in their family. Students 
who have lost either or both of their 
parents during the COVID pandemic 
can apply.

Eligibility:             The scholarship is open 
for Indian students from Class 1 to 12. 
Students who have lost one or both of 
their parents since January 2020.

Prizes & Rewards:            Vouchers to get 
educational subscriptions of leading 
ed-tech companies and access to tab-
lets/laptops

Last Date to Apply:          31-07-2021
Application mode:           Online applica-
tions only
Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/
DBCS1

Scholarship Name 2:            VNIT Nagpur 
Department of Electrical Engineer-
ing Junior Research Fellowship 2021

Description:        Visvesvaraya National 
Institute of Technology, Nagpur in-
vites applications for the VNIT Nagpur 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
Junior Research Fellowship 2021 from 

M.Tech/M.E degree holders. The fel-
lows are required to work in a funded 
research project titled, “Highly Efficient 
and Reliable Solid State Transformer 
for Future Distribution Network with 
Renewable Energy Support".

Eligibility:             vThe fellowship is open 
for candidates who hold an M.Tech/
M.E.degree in Electrical Engineering 
Department with specialization in 
Power Electronics/Electrical Drives/
Power System/Control System or 
equivalent. They must have qualified 
GATE exam and experimental knowl-

edge in the hardware and controller 
design of power electronic converters. 
The first division in UG and PG will be 
given preference. They must have pro-
ficiency in MATLAB, PSIM, PCB Design 
Software, and Microcontroller/Digital 
Signal Controller/FPGA and good ana-
lytical ability and competent writing 
skills.

Prizes & Rewards:            INR 35,000 per 
month plus HRA
Last Date to Apply:          18-06-2021
Application mode:           Via online and 
email

Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/
NJF7

Scholarship Name 3:        DXC Pro-
gressing Minds Scholarship 2021

Description:        DXC Technology invites 
applications from students studying in 
the first year of BE/BTech program in 
CS/IT/EE/EC streams. The scholarship 
supports meritorious students belong-
ing to underprivileged sections of the 
society.

Eligibility:             The scholarship is open 
for Indian nationals only. The students 
must be presently pursuing studies in 
the first year of BE/BTech program in 
CS/IT/EE/EC streams in the academic 
year 2021-22. They must have obtained 
at least 60% marks in the previous 
class. The annual family income should 
not exceed Rs 4 lakh (Rs 4,00,000) 
from all sources. Applicants must not 
be availing any other scholarship ben-
efits of Rs 6,000 per annum or more. 
Children of DXC/Buddy4Study employ-
ees are not eligible for this program.

Prizes & Rewards:            50% of the total 
fees or Rs 40,000 per annum (which-
ever is less)
Last Date to Apply:          15-06-2021
Application mode:           Online applica-
tions only
Short Url:             www.b4s.in/observer/
DXC1
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

•	 Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Open)

•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

This Day in History

•	 1972 - Explosion at world&#39;s largest coal 
mine kills 427 (Wankie, Rhodesia)

•	 1972 - US bombs Haiphong, North-Vietnam; 
1000s killed

•	 1975 - Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of South Vietnam established

•	 1977 - Washington Post reports US has 
developed neutron bomb

•	 1981 - A passenger train travelling between 
Mansi and Saharsa, India, jumps the tracks at 
a bridge crossing the Bagmatiriver, killing 268 
officially with another 300 or more missing.

•	 1983 -Nicaragua expels 3 US diplomats
•	 1985 - Soyuz T-13 carries 2 cosmonauts to 

Salyut 7 space station
•	 1988 - George H. W. Bush makes campaign promise 

to support reparations for WW II to Japanese-
American internees (promise broken, May 1989)

•	 1990- 2nd International Rock Awards
•	 1993 -PunsalmaagiynOtsjirbat recognized as 

president of Mongolia
•	 1993 - Ramiro de Leon Carpio elected President 

of Guatemala
•	 1994 - Cricketer Brian Lara hits record 501 not 

out/390 runs in 1 day
•	 1994 - Tupolev-154M crashes at Xian China, 160 killed
•	 1999 - Largest jailbreak in Brazilian history at 

the Putim maximum security prison in Brazil, 
345 prisoners run from the main gate. In the 
ensuing manhunt, two fugitives are killed and 
five innocent bystanders are accidentally jailed.

•	 2002 - A near-Earth asteroid estimated at 10 
metres diameter explodes over the Mediterranean 
Sea between Greece and Libya. Resulting 
explosion estimated to have a force of 26 kilotons, 
more powerful than the Nagasaki atomic bomb.

•	 2004 -Tamil is established as a Classical 
language by the President of India, Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam in a joint sitting of the two 
houses of the Indian Parliament.

•	 2012 -Transit of Venus (between Earth &amp; 
Sun) occurs - last transit of 21st century

•	 2012 - The Solar Impulse completes the world&#39;s 
first intercontinental flight powered by the sun

HIJRI 
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Faith Moves Mountains, 
Stops Rain In Kashmir

F Ahmad

SRINAGAR -  Jabbar Mir 56, has walked barefoot with a pitcher 
full of water to the shirne of saint Sheikh Hamza Mukhdoom 
in Srinagar. It's an age old custom that he is sure will pull his 
village out of a "do or die situation". 

Mir, a resident of Ganderbal, 22 km from Srinagar, has 
climbed the Koh-e-Maran hillock in the middle of the city with 
hundreds of villagers, all travelling on foot and carrying water 
Filled earthen pitchers from various parts of the Kashmir valley.

They are seeking saint Mukhdoom's blessings so that the in-
termittent rains lashing the

valley stop and the bright sunny days return.
" It’s a do or die situation for us. Our paddy nurseries are 

turning yellow because of the cold and rain. Unless we have 
bright, warm sunshine there would be hardly any paddy sap-
lings left to be transplanted into the rice fields." Mir said.

According to a local tradition, water collected from parts of 
the valley and brought here in earthen pitchers by barefooted 
devotees is poured into the large pond outside the saint's shrine 
so that saint Mukhdoom is pleased and blesses the people.

However, the devotees must walk all the distance from their 
homes to the shrine.

'This is a practice that the people have resorted to whenever 
excessive rains, floods and other natural calamities have vis-
ited Kashmir.'

Asked if it works, Ghulam Nabi. 48 gives a stare.
"It is a heretic's question. The custom always works. It is my 

experience of over four decades that whenever Kashmiris visit 
the shrine, their prayers are answered," says Nabi, who has 
come from Anantnag district. 54 kin away.

Nabi's 20-year-old son is an epileptic whose seizures have 
become frequent in recent days.

. "I won't say a doctor is not needed to cure my son. But fi-
nally it is somewhere else that the outcome of our efforts is 
decided. Whether a doctor succeeds or not in curing my son 
would be decided at the sheikh's shrine." Nabi says.

Mukhdoom who lived in the 15th century, is also reverred as 
the saint who was instrumental in ending the "tyrannical" rule 
of local king Yusuf Shah Chak.

Mukhdoom is believed to have written to Mughal king Akbar 
about the oppression of the people under Chak. This led to the 
invasion of Kashmir by the Mughals and the end of Chak's reign.

Visiting shrines and seeking the blessings of dead saints is 
an old practice in Kashmir.

A little away from saint Mukhdoom's shrine is the temple of 
Hindu deity Sharika Devi.

Before the migration of Kashmiri pandits following the in-
surgency in the valley, Muslims and Hindus could be seen buy-
ing flowers from the same vendors for their saints.

There are very few visitors to the temple these days, yet a 
semblance of the eclectic Kashmiri culture is recreated "when 
the lone priest at the temple rings the bells - the' sound blends 
perfectly with the voice of the muezzin calling the faithful to 
prayer at Mukhdom's shrine.  

  (Kashmir Observer, 06 June, 2005)

World Environment Day

Div Com Calls For Restoring 
Glory Of All Lakes, Water Bodies
Takes Shikara Ride From Nigeen-Khushalsar Via Nallah Amir Khan
SRINAGAR: On the eve of World 
Environmental Day, the Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole Sat-
urday called for conservation 
and restoration of pristine glory 
of all lakes and water bodies.

The Div Com said this dur-
ing an extensive tour of various 
water bodies including Nigeen, 
Gilsar, Khushal Sar lakes, Nalla 
Amir Khan and other water 
channels in Srinagar to take on 
spot stock of restoration and 
cleaning work.

During the tour, Div Com was 
accompanied by DC Srinagar, 
Commissioner SMC, CE I&FC, 
VC LAWDA, President NLCO 
and other concerned.

In Shikara, the tour started 
from Pakhribal Nigeen lake 
and went through various ar-
eas including Dhobi Ghat, Lal 
Bazaar, Bota Kadal, Amda Kadal 
through Nallah Amir Khan.

Appreciating work done by 
LAWDA, SMC, F&IC and NLCO 
jointly for restoration of these 
water bodies in the past two 
months, the Div Com said their 
work is quite visible. He in-
structed the concerned shall 
continue the work in full gear 
to restore the pristine glory of 
these water bodies.

He said that the Government 
shall carry out the entire re-
vival work in Gilsar lake and 
parameter work of Khushalsar, 
while as NLCO and Community 
has been doing muck clearance 
and restoration in interiors of 
Khushalsar lake.  Similarly, res-

toration work of Pakhribal and 
Nallah Amir Khan is being car-
ried out by LAWDA.

Div Com appealed to people 
to stop littering and throwing 
garbage in water bodies lead-
ing to their degradation which 
poses great threat to human 
existence.

Stressing on community 
participation, the Div Com di-
rected the concerned to aware 
and sensitize people on the im-
portance of conserving natural 
resources in Kashmir.

He said that SMC has dou-
bled the garbage collection ef-

ficiency in the Srinagar City.
In past two months the daily 

waste collection has gone up 
from 350 tonnes/day to 620 
tonnes a day.

The sweeping is done in two 
shifts morning and evening in 
the market areas. SMC has been 
lifting the muck and garbage 
removed from the Dal Lake and 
other water bodies. The gar-
bage and muck taken out from 
Khushalsar and Gilsar lakes is 
being lifting on daily basis us-
ing JCBs and heavy vehicles.

Under Smart City Mission, 
the rejuvenation of Gilsar 

Lake has also been taken up. 
The Irrigation & Flood Control 
Water Master as well earth 
moving machinery has been 
put in place which is remov-
ing the garbage, muck and 
weed from Khushalsar and 
Gilsar lakes.

Similarly, LAWDA has also 
put all men and machinery on 
job and intensified its clean-
ing and restoration work 

of waterbodies in Srinagar.  
The work done in past two 
months has brought tangible 
results in restoration of our 
water bodies.

During the tour, various pub-
lic delegation called upon Div 
Com and raised their demands 
and issues with him.  The Div 
Com assured them that all their 
genuine issues shall be ad-
dressed on priority.

‘World Environment Week’ 
Celebrations Begin At SP College

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The celebrations 
for ‘World Environment 
Week’ on the theme ‘Ecosys-
tem Restoration’ kickstarted 
Saturday at Departments of 
Environmental Sciences, S.P. 
College, Srinagar.

The first day of celebrations 
was marked by an online in-
vited talk on ‘Covid-19 Pan-
demic: Where are we head-
ing?’ by the Nodal officer, 
Covid-19 in Kashmir, Dr. Mo-
hammad Salim Khan, who is 
also heading the Department 
of SPM, GMC, Srinagar. 

Dr Salim spoke at length 
about the prevalence, mor-
tality rate, importance of 
vaccination, SOPs and our 
behaviour towards the im-
plementation of the govern-
ment initiatives.

He deliberated on the 
prevalence of various strains 
in Kashmir, pointing to the 
delta strain as the deadliest 
strain. He highlighted the 
importance of COVID vacci-
nation in bringing down the 
mortality rates. 

During the interactive ses-
sion, a number of myths re-
lated to the Covid-19 were 
faked by the revered speaker.

The coordinator of the 
program, Dr. Humaira Qadri, 
Head EWM elaborated on 
the importance of awareness 
regarding the seriousness of 
the pandemic and the need 
to conduct online campaigns 
for ensuring responsible be-
haviour of the people. 

The program was attend-
ed by 100 participants in-
cluding students from vari-
ous colleges of Kashmir.

DSEK Commemorates ‘World 
Environment Day’

Need To Aware People Of Their Responsibilities 
Towards Environment: Dir NIT

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Directorate 
of School Education Kashmir 
(DSEK) Saturday organised an 
online programme to celebrate 
‘World Environment day’.

On the occasion, Director 
School Education Kashmir, Dr. 
Tasaduk Hussain  and Om Prakash 
Sharma, Ex. Director Pollution 
Control Board were present. 

Both the dignitaries talked 
about the importance of the day 
and gave detailed information 
regarding the protection of the 
environment and eco- system. 

The Director School Education 
on the occasion quoted some 
examples of Canada and some 

other countries that how they 
restored their water bodies. He 
emphasized that we must also 
take such measures in our coun-
try to protect our environment 
from further degradation. 

Speaking at the event, the 
Ex. Director (PCB) gave detailed 
information regarding the wet-
lands of Kashmir and their role 
in ecological balance. 

Later, the Principal and other 
speakers highlighted the impor-
tance of the environment and pre-
sented their valuable suggestions 
regarding environmental safeguard.  

Further  students  presented 
their paintings and also shared 
their views regarding the envi-
ronmental issues.w

SRINAGAR: The National In-
stitute of Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar on Saturday cel-
ebrated the world environ-
ment day, on the theme of 
‘Science and Climate Change’ 
in which speakers vowed to 
minimize usage of plastic, 
polythene and highlighted 
global climate change and its 
adverse impacts.

While addressing virtual 
webinar in his keynote address, 
Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. (Dr.) 
Rakesh Sehgal said there is 
need to be more practical and 
take an oath that we will mi-
nimise the use of plastic in our 
lives and try to use alternatives 
that can be recycled.

“To protect the environ-
ment, we should start from 
our own houses, institutions, 
offices and localities. These 
small steps will protect our 
environment at a larger level. 
We should plant more and 
more trees and make our 
community aware of their 
responsibilities towards the 
environment," he said.

Dr. Sehgal said if we remain 
in a green and hygienic envi-
ronment that would please 
everyone in our societies. It 
will bring a positive change 
and vibrant change, he said.

Director NIT Srinagar also 
expressed his gratitude to 
Physics and Chemistry de-

partments for organizing a 
webinar to observe world en-
vironment day.

The theme for World Envi-
ronment Day 2021 was 'Ecosys-
tem Restoration' and Pakistan 
was its global host for the day.

Registrar NIT Srinagar, Profes-
sor Kaiser Bukhari said  the ecol-
ogy of the region is very fragile 
and “we all need to do our bit to 
save the unique natural wealth.

“We have to work with our 
people , government, and 
grassroots organizations to 
emphasise the importance 
of the environment and take 
collective action, can there 
be a tangible change,” Prof. 
Bukhari said.

SMC Organises Sanitation Drives To 
Mark ‘World Environment Day’

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration Saturday organised mul-
tiple special sanitation drives and 
plantation drives on the Occassion of 
World Environment Day.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir 
PK Pole was the Chief guest at the 
main event organised at Bemina.

The events were organised in dif-
ferent wards of the city by holding 
special sanitation drives and planta-
tion drives, an SMC statement said.

The plantation and sanitation 
drives were held at Hokarsar Bund, 
Shalimar water channel, Shankarya 
Acharya, Fore shore road west, 
Konikhan, from Peerbagh Bridge to 
Rawalpora bund, Palpora Bund, Waa-
gan pora Eidgah, Makhdoom Sahib, 
HasnaAbad, Doodgh Ganga Nallah to 
Chattabal,Buspar, Boatman colony, 

Buspora, Barzullah to Khan Mohallah, 
Zaina Kadal to Khan Kahi Mohallah. 

An extensive sanitation was also 
conducted in Hamdani Colony Dood 
Ganga, from Kursoo to Rambagh 
flood Channel, Acha Bagh Malla 
Bagh, Khushal Sar, Jamia Masjid, 
Barbarshah, Batpora, Shankarpora, 
Said pora, Bemina, Reiteng, Khan-
yar, Zindshah Masjid, Baloochpora, 
Zoonimar and other areas.

Commissioner SMC who accompa-
nied Pole apprised him that SMC has 
doubled the garbage collection effi-
ciency in the Srinagar City. 

In past two months the daily 
waste collection has gone up from 
350 tonnes/day to 620 tonnes a day, 
he told the Div Com according to the 
SMC statement.

“The sweeping is done in two 
shifts morning and evening in the 
market areas. All wards have been 

divided into beats,” he further said.
Athar on the Occassion said sanita-

tion status and ranking of all wards is 
issued on daily basis. Special drives 
for removal of legacy waste is being 
conducted across the city.

“SMC has been lifting the muck 
and garbage removed from the Dal 
Lake and other water bodies. The 
garbage and muck taken out from 
Khushalsar and Gilsar lakes is be-
ing lifting on daily basis using JCBs 
and heavy vehicles,” said Commis-
sioner SMC.

Under Smart City Mission, the 
Commissioner said the rejuvenation 
of Gilsar Lake has also been taken up. 

“The Irrigation & Flood Control 
Water Master as well earth moving 
machinery has been put in place 
which is removing the garbage, 
muck and weed from Khushalsar 
and Gilsar lakes.”

Organic Vegetable Production Will Transform Socio-
economic Status Of Farming Community: MP Farooq

Merak Shah Colony Habak 

Residents Without Drinking Water
‘Will Come On Roads If Demands Not Met’

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The residents of 
Syed Merak Shah Colony Ha-
bak Hazratbal Saturday said 
that They have been deprived 
of drinking water supply since 
2010 of Managing Body of 
Masjid Imam Mahdi AS said 
that the residents are facing 
many problems due to the 
negligence of the concerned 
authorities (PHE Department). 

“Our womenfolk have to 
travel around one kilome-
tre for a bucket of drinking 
water.”

They said that the contami-
nated water supply has led to 
various ailments among the 

residents including hair fall, 
skin infections etc.  

The delegation said that 
they have repeatedly raised 
the issue with the concerned 
officers but till date nothing 
but false promises have been 
made. “Our genuine demands 
have fallen on deaf ear’s.”

They said, now, the PHE 
department has started the 
“drama" of Rakh Zakura water 
plant.  “For the last two years, 
we are being told that the 
plant will be inaugurated next 
month.”

The delegation said that if 
their legitimate demands are 
not met, they will be forced to 
come out on streets.

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Member of Parlia-
ment, Dr. Farooq Abdullah Saturday 
visited organic vegetable outlet Lal-
mandi, Srinagar and inspected the 
stalls at the outlet.

On the occasion the MP also held 
interaction with the progressive 
organic farmers and buyers besides 
with some of the successful agri 
entrepreneurs from different dis-
tricts of the valley. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Fa-
rooq highlighted the importance 
of adopting the latest and real time 
technologies from Europe and other 

developed agriculture economies. 
He said people around the world 
now prefer the organic vegetables 
over the conveniently produced 
ones because of their eco-friendly 
and pro health qualities. 

Organic vegetable production 
has the potential to transform the 
socio economic status of farming 
community, this is the remunera-
tive and economically viable way 
of farming, he said and also assured 
of every possible support from the 
Government. 

Dr Farooq also purchased exotic 
vegetables from organic vegetable 
stalls.

He asked the farmers to diver-
sify agriculture activities so that 
the union territory could become 
self-reliant in terms of vegetable 
production and other allied sectors 
of agriculture. He also appreciated 
the efforts taken by the depart-
ment in different directions for 
the promotion and welfare of the 
farming community. 

Earlier, Director Agriculture Kash-
mir Chowdhary Mohammad Iqbal 
briefed the visiting dignitary about 
the various flagship programs, 
schemes, activities that are being 
carried out by the Department at 
various levels.
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Nowhere To Go: Boat Carrying 
Rohingya Washes Up In Indonesia

MEDAN, INDONESIA – A boat 
carrying 81 Rohingya refugees 
has washed ashore at an un-
inhabited island in Indonesia 
after drifting for 113 days at 
sea, leading to a tense stand-
off with local authorities as to 
whether they will be allowed 
to enter the country or be driv-
en back to sea.

The vessel sailed on Feb. 11 
from Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh 
carrying 90 Rohingya refugees, 
most of them women and chil-
dren, with the hope of reaching 
Malaysia.

But the boat's engine failed 
four days after leaving Cox's 
Bazar, where refugee camps 
house hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya Muslims who have 
fled neighbouring Myanmar.

Of the 90 people who set out 
on the voyage, eight were found 
dead by Indian Coast Guards 
who had tracked and later re-
paired the vessel in February.

A small wooden boat was 
discovered early Friday morn-
ing in waters off Idaman Island 
off the coast of Aceh province, 
about two hours away from the 
town of Lhokseumawe, which 
is usually only used as a rest 
spot for fishermen in the area.

“Our staff in the field have 
met with the refugees who said 
that they have been travelling 
for three months,” said Rima 
Putra Shah, the Director of 
Geutanyoë Foundation, an NGO 
which provides education and 
psychosocial support to refu-
gees in Indonesia and Malaysia.

“They travelled from India 
to Aceh using a small twin-

engine, 100-seat boat,” she 
told Al Jazeera.

The refugees were refused 
re-entry into Bangladesh, forc-
ing the passengers to try to 
reach Malaysia before coming 
ashore at Idaman Island.

“Of course they are in poor 
condition and the island itself 
has no facilities and is full of 
mosquitoes,” said Shah.

“They are near the mainland 
and waiting for the decision as 
to whether they will be allowed 
to relocate to Aceh or not.”

Back out to sea?
Al Jazeera reported that a 

standoff had occurred on Fri-
day afternoon as local police 
had urged the refugees to re-
turn to their boat and leave 
Indonesia’s waters, which the 
refugees had refused to do.

“They will decide tomorrow 
[Saturday] whether to push 
them back out to sea or not,” 
the report added.

‘Too hungry that we forgot 
our own names’

One of the refugees who 
landed in September, 18-year-
old Gura Amin, had been at sea 
for seven months after setting 
sail from Cox’s Bazar in Ban-
gladesh. He was quoted by Al 
Jazeera saying that he could 
only imagine the condition of 
the refugees on Idaman Island.

“We hardly had anything 

to eat and we were so hungry 
that sometimes we forgot our 
own names,” he said.

“To all my Rohingya sisters 
and brothers in Aceh, I am 
praying for you.”

Amin added that the Ro-
hingya have little choice but to 
undertake dangerous journeys 
by sea in search of resettle-
ment, following the violence 
in Myanmar. Hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya were 
forced to flee their villages in 
2017, which were razed to the 
ground following a crackdown 
by the Myanmar military.

Growing reluctance to ex-
tend refuge

Southeast Asian countries 
including Thailand and Ma-
laysia, however, have become 
increasingly reluctant to allow 
Rohingya refugees to land. Both 
countries cited the Coronavirus 
pandemic as a reason not to al-
low refugees to come ashore.

More than 1 million Rohing-
ya refugees from Myanmar 
are living in teeming camps 
in Bangladesh, including tens 
of thousands who fled after 
Myanmar's military conducted 
a deadly crackdown in 2017.

Human traffickers often lure Ro-
hingya refugees, persuading them 
to travel on rickety vessels with 
the promise of work in Southeast 
Asian countries like Malaysia.

Qatar ‘Funneled Millions Of Dollars’ To Al-
Qaeda-Affiliate Terrorists In Syria: British Media

ARAB NEWS

LONDON: Nine Syrians are ac-
cusing several Qatari figures 
and institutes of funding ter-
rorist fighters in Syria in a case 
filed at a UK court, according 
the Times of London. 

In a claim issued this week 
from the High Court in Lon-
don, the Syrian individuals are 
claiming damages for financial 
losses, torture, arbitrary deten-
tion and threats of execution 
endured as part of a scheme 
or at the hands of Nusra Front, 
which is an Al-Qaeda affiliate.

The files at the case allege 
that some top Qatari politi-
cians, businessmen, charities 
and civil servants used one of 
the emir’s private offices and 
two banks to funnel hundreds 
of millions of dollars to the 
Nusra Front.

The Times said that accord-
ing to the court papers, which 

they have seen, the Qatar state 
along with the Muslim Brother-
hood group have come up with 
a plan to “actively support and 
facilitate” Nusra Front extrem-
ists during the Syrian civil war.

Over-priced construction 
contracts, property pur-
chases and payments helped 

moved the money, according 
to the allegations.

Qatar National Bank and 
Doha Bank are accused of fa-
cilitating the transactions, ac-
cording to the report.

All the accused have strongly 
and categorically denied the 
allegations.

“
OUR STAFF IN THE FIELD HAVE MET with 
the refugees who said that they have been travelling 
for three months,” said Rima Putra Shah, the Director of 

Geutanyoë Foundation, an NGO which provides education and 
psychosocial support to refugees in Indonesia and Malaysia.

Global Terror Funding 
Watchdog Retains Pak On 
"Enhanced Follow-Up" List

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD: The Asia Pacific 
Group on Money Laundering 
has retained Pakistan on "en-
hanced follow-up" status for 
outstanding requirements, and 
Islamabad will continue to re-
port back to it on the country's 
progress to strengthen its imple-
mentation of anti-money laun-
dering and combating financing 
terror measures, according to a 
media report on Saturday.

Pakistan was put on the grey 
list by the Paris-based Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) in June 
2018 and the country has been 
struggling to come out of it. The 
Asia Pacific Group (APG) is a re-
gional affiliate of the FATF.

The second Follow-Up Report 
(FUR) on Mutual Evaluation of 
Pakistan released by the APG 
also downgraded the country 
on one criteria.

The report said Pakistan was re-
rated to 'compliant' status on five 
counts and on 15 others to 'largely 
compliant'' and on yet another 
count to 'partially compliant'.

Dawn newspaper reported 
that overall, Pakistan is now fully 
'compliant' with seven recom-
mendations and 'largely compli-
ant' with 24 others. The country 
is 'partially compliant' with sev-
en recommendations and 'non-
compliant' with two out of a total 
40 recommendations.

All in all, Pakistan is now com-
pliant or largely compliant with 31 
out of 40 FATF recommendations.

The reporting date for this 
evaluation was October 1, 2020, 
which means Islamabad may 
have made further progress 

since then that would be evalu-
ated at a later stage.

"Pakistan will move from en-
hanced (expedited) to enhanced 
follow-up, and will continue to re-
port back to the APG on progress 
to strengthen its implementation 
of anti-money laundering and 
combating financing terror (AML/
CFT) measures," the APG said.

Pakistan submitted its third 
progress report in February 2021 
which is yet to be evaluated.

"Overall, Pakistan has made 
notable progress in addressing 
the technical compliance defi-
ciencies identified in its Mutual 
Evaluation Report (MER) and 
has been re-rated on 22 recom-
mendations," the APG added.

In the first FUR of February 
last year, Pakistan's progress 
was largely found unchanged - 
non-compliant on four counts, 
partially compliant on 25 counts 
and largely compliant on nine 
recommendations. Since then, 
the government worked aggres-
sively and improved its effective-
ness on the AML/CFT system.

Minister for Energy Hammad 
Azhar, who is also head of the task 
force on FATF, welcomed the re-
rating, saying the results proved 
the sincerity along with resolve 
of the government in complying 
with the FATF requirements.

FATF's Mutual Evaluation Re-
port (MER) of jurisdictions is as-
sessed in two domains - technical 
compliance or legal instruments 
(40 FATF recommendations) and 
demonstration of effectiveness 
(11 immediate outcomes).

Pakistan's MER was adopted 
in October 2019 in which the 
country was rated compliant 
and largely complaint in 10 out 
of 40 recommendations.

After adoption of MER, Pakistan 
was placed under post-observa-
tion period by the FATF, which ex-
pired in February this year.

During the said period, Pakistan 
carried out major legal reforms 
with the enactment of 14 federal 
laws and three provincial laws 
along with relevant rules and reg-
ulations, the paper reported.

Report: China Military 
Uses Ai To Track Rapidly 
Increasing 

Agencies

C
hinese military research-
ers have reportedly resort-
ed to artificial intelligence 

(AI) to track and analyze the 
growing number of mysterious 
objects in China’s airspace as 
the US Defense Department pre-
pares to release its own report 
later this month on unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs).

A People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) task force dedicated to the 
unknown objects increasingly re-
lies on AI technology to analyze 
its data, according to a report by 
Wuhan-based researcher Chen 
Li from Chinese Air Force Early 
Warning Academy as cited Friday 
by the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post (SCMP).

According to the report, the 
PLA considers the mysterious 
airborne objects as “unidenti-
fied air conditions” – a phrase 
which echoes the US military’s 
“unidentified aerial phenom-
ena” – but to the public they are 
better known as UFOs.

Chen states that human ana-
lysts have been overwhelmed 
in recent years by the rapidly 
mounting sighting reports from 
a wide range of military and ci-
vilian sources across the country.

China’s first Mars rover begins 
roaming surface of Red Planet

The Chinese researcher said 
that one advantage of AI is that 
it can “think outside the box” – 
checking crumbs of information 
scattered across many data sets 
created at different times and 
locations, and drawing links un-
seen by human eyes – to help 
determine whether sightings 
were caused by a hostile coun-
try, amateur aviation enthusi-
asts, nature, or “other reasons.”

With the help of AI, PLA head-
quarters assigns a “threat index” 
to each object based on its be-

havior, frequency of occurrence, 
aerodynamic design, radioactiv-
ity, possible make and materials, 
along with any other information.

The AI can pull together other 
information which may help de-
termine an object’s purpose. For 
instance, if similar unknown ob-
jects have a tendency to appear 
during major political events 
or military exercises, they are 
considered more likely to be a 
man-made device deployed by 
another country to gather intel-
ligence, according to the report.

Military researchers cited in 
the report explain that manual 
verification of these events 
usually takes time, but AI can 
quickly identify most natural 
causes by cross-checking vari-
ous sources of information, such 
as weather satellite data.

The report also cites a radar sci-
entist based in Xian, in the north-
west province of Shaanxi, as say-
ing that the increasing number 
of unknown objects in China’s air 
space was “more likely caused by 
humans than aliens.”

Chinese authorities have grad-
ually loosened control on flight 
activities in low altitudes over 
the past few years, while drones 
have also become relatively 
cheap and popular, he said.

Meanwhile, increased US 
military activities in the South 
China Sea and other sensitive 
waters near China could also ac-
count for the increased appear-
ance of objects that cannot be 
immediately explained, said the 
researcher, who asked not to be 
named because of the sensitiv-
ity of the topic.

Yemen: Saudi, US In No 
Position To Dictate Terms 
To Victors Says FP

Agencies

A 
leading American maga-
zine says Yemen’s popular 
Ansaruallh movement won 

the US-sponsored war waged by 
Saudi Arabia, stressing that the 
losers are now in no position to 
dictate terms to the victors.

In an article, the Foreign Poli-
cy analyzed the situation in Ye-
men, where the army and Popu-
lar Committees defeated the 
Saudi invaders and left Riyadh 
and its allies bogged down.

It said Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
launched the offensive on the 
assumption that “it would bring 
an easy victory.”

“Instead, it became a public 
relations debacle, as Saudi Ara-
bia not only publicly brutalized 
a desperate and impoverished 
population but also proved in-
capable of defeating a “ragtag” 
group of rebels despite billions of 
dollars of US military hardware. 
The Saudis’ recent willingness to 
negotiate a ceasefire reflects their 
weakened position,” it added.

According to the Foreign 
Policy, the Saudis’ proposed 
truce and the terms offered by 
US Special Envoy for Yemen 
Tim Lenderking impose “harsh 
terms” on Ansarullah.

“The US and Saudi claim that 
they are pursuing peace is less 
than honest, because the plans 
they’ve offered the Houthis 
could encourage them to keep 
fighting rather than accept a 
truce,” it said.

“To end a war, the victors usu-
ally dictate terms to the losers. 
Imposing maximalist demands 
on the victors is futile: They will 
simply continue fighting.”

Saudi Arabia launched the 

devastating military aggres-
sion on its southern neighbor 
in March 2015 in collabora-
tion with a number of its allied 
states, and with arms and lo-
gistics support from the US and 
several other Western countries.

The aim was to return to 
power the Saudi-backed former 
regime and crush popular Ansa-
rullah, which has been running 
state affairs in the absence of an 
effective government in Yemen.

The offensive has failed to 
achieve its goals, but pushed Ye-
men to the brink, killed tens of 
thousands of innocent people 
and destroyed the impoverished 
state’s infrastructure.

The Foreign Policy said the 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolution (UNSC) 2216, which 
was passed in April 2015, is used 
as the framework for all interna-
tional negotiations on Yemen.

“Yet because Resolution 2216 
reflects unrealistic and outdated 
demands, it merely prolongs the 
conflict and prevents effective 
negotiation,” it added, empha-
sizing that the document im-
pedes progress by allowing the 
Saudis to justify their actions 
while dissuading Ansraullah 
from negotiating.

The article urged US President 
Joe Biden to push for a new UNSC 
resolution on Yemen “guided by 
three principles: restore sover-
eignty, prevent meddling, and 
encourage inclusivity.”

“The resolution should re-
quire the withdrawal of all for-
eign militaries from Yemen, 
including the illegitimate mili-
tary presence of Saudi Arabia in 
Mahrah governorate, as well as 
that of the UAE on the islands of 
Mayun and of Socotra, a UNES-
CO World Heritage site,” it said.

US Intel Report On UFOs 
Inconclusive But Couldn't 
Rule Out Aliens Existence

Agence France-Presse

UNITED STATES: The conclu-
sion of a classified US intelli-
gence report on the existence of 
alien UFOs is . . . inconclusive, US 
media reported Friday.

US military and intelligence 
found no evidence that seem-
ingly highly advanced uniden-
tified flying objects sighted by 
military pilots were alien space-
craft, the report concludes, ac-
cording to the New York Times 
and other media briefed on it.

But it also could not explain 
dozens of phenomena and inci-
dents, some filmed by the pilots, 
and so could not rule out the ex-
istence of aliens.

According to the New York 
Times, citing unnamed senior 
administration officials, the re-
port determined that most of 
some 120 incidents over the 
past 20 years had nothing to do 
with unknown or secret US mili-
tary or government technology.

Nor were they related to ob-
jects like research balloons, 

which some postulated were 
behind the reports.

But it then could not explain 
what, for example, US Navy pi-
lots saw when they recorded 
objects travelling at seeming 
hypersonic speeds, spinning and 
mysteriously disappearing.

Serious defense concerns
While speculation over alien 

life has long been a cottage in-
dustry for conspiracy theorists, 
the sheer number of what the 
Pentagon terms unidentified aer-
ial phenomena (UAP) has made it 
a serious issue, amid worries that 
US adversaries like China and 
Russia may be using unknown, 
highly advanced military and 
surveillance technologies.

The report, ordered last year, 
is to be submitted to Congress 
by the end of June by the direc-
tor of national intelligence.

The main report will be un-
classified and can be made pub-
lic, but there will also be a clas-
sified annex, the Times said, that 
will remain secret. The report, 
the Washington Post said, "will 
offer no firm conclusions about 
what the objects . . . might be."

Interest was piqued in the 
possibility of highly intelligent 
extraterrestrial life after the 
Pentagon released videos last 
year, in which Navy pilots ex-
press amazement at the fast-
moving objects they see.

South Korean Designer Creates 
'Third Eye' For 'Smartphone Zombies'

Agencies

A 
South Korean industrial designer 
has come up with a satirical solu-
tion for "smartphone zombies" 

who can't take their eyes away from their 
screen long enough to stop themselves 
walking into a wall or other obstacle.

Paeng Min-wook, 28, has developed a 
robotic eyeball he has dubbed "The Third 
Eye", which obsessive mobile phone us-
ers can strap to their foreheads so they 
can browse injury-free on the go.

The device opens its translucent eyelid 
whenever it senses the user's head has 
been lowered to look at a smartphone. 
When the user comes within one to two 
metres of an obstacle, the device beeps 
to warn of the impending danger.

"This is the look of future mankind 
with three eyes," Paeng, a postgraduate 
in innovation design engineering at the 

Royal College of Art and Imperial College 
London, told Reuters as he demonstrated 
use of The Third Eye around Seoul.

"As we cannot take our eyes off from 
smartphones, the extra eye will be 
needed in future."

Paeng's invention uses a gyro sensor 
to measure the oblique angle of the us-
er's neck and an ultrasonic sensor to cal-
culate the distance between the robotic 
eye and any obstacles. Both sensors are 
linked to an open-source single-board 
microcontroller, with battery pack.

"Insult": Trump On Facebook Decision 
To Ban Him For 2 Years

F
acebook Inc on Friday 
suspended former U.S. 
President Donald Trump 

from its platform until at least 
January 2023 and announced 
changes to how it will treat 
rule-breaking world leaders 
in the future.

Facebook said the suspen-
sion, which will last at least 
two years from Jan. 7 when he 
was initially blocked after the 
Capitol riot, will only be lifted 
if the risk to public safety has 
receded. Trump called the Face-
book suspension "an insult" to 
Americans who voted for him.

This new timeline denies 
Trump a major social me-
dia megaphone ahead of the 
November 2022 national 
midterm elections, when his 
party will be competing for 

Congressional seats. However, 
it means he may be able to re-
turn to Facebook well before 
the next presidential election 
in late 2024.

Trump has been perma-
nently banned by Twitter 
and remains suspended by 
Alphabet's YouTube after the 
riot. The former president, 
who this week shut down his 
recently-launched blog, has 
teased plans to launch his own 

platform but his team has giv-
en little detail.

"Given the gravity of the 
circumstances that led to Mr. 
Trump's suspension, we be-
lieve his actions constituted a 
severe violation of our rules 
which merit the highest pen-
alty available under the new 
enforcement protocols," Face-
book's head of global affairs 
Nick Clegg said in the post.

Facebook's independent 
oversight board in May upheld 
the company's unprecedented 
block on Trump, which was 
enforced because the com-
pany said his posts were in-
citing violence. However, the 
board ruled it was wrong to 
make the ban indefinite and 
called for a "proportionate re-
sponse." -REUTERS



Sunday | 06-06-2021 05News

...DOCTOR SPEAKS

A HEALTHCARE WORKER ADMINISTERS a jab of Covid-19 vaccine to a farmer in 

southern part of Kashmir’s Tral in Pulwama district. KO Photo Abid Bhat

‘Maintaining Healthy Lifestyle, 
Positive Mindset Can Help Cope 
With Stress, Anxiety Issues’

Observer News Service 

DODA: Handling mental stress 
and anxiety has thrown up 
another challenge in covid-19 
times, which is generally attrib-
uted to less social, physical in-
teractions among all age groups 
due to fear of infection and re-
strictions imposed to control its 
spread. Dr Zia Shoukat Mughal, 
in-charge Psychiatry Depart-
ment, GMC Doda speaks about 
the problem and suggests a 
string of remedial measures.

"At present we are living in 
an extraordinary situation. It 
has completely changed the 
social and lifestyle routine of 
the people. If it is not handled 
with care, the situation can get 
worse and can affect humans 
biologically and psychologi-
cally" Dr Zia added.

While sharing tips on stress 
management and healthy life-
style in these circumstances, 

Dr Zia says there are three vital 
components/ needs of human 
beings i.e Biological, Psychologi-
cal and personal health hygiene.

"The common mistakes peo-
ple are making at homes under 
lockdown restrictions, includes 
inadequate sleeping hours, 
improper eating habits, less 
interactions among the fam-
ily members, excessive use of 
electronic gadgets, inadequate 
physical exercises, diligence in 
keeping the body clean, irregu-

lar intake of medicines related 
to stress and anxiety, if anyone 
has been prescribed by the 
doctor etc", he added.

He further says that if all 
people avoid these irregulari-
ties the stress and anxiety is-
sues can be managed without 
being dependent upon medi-
cines. He further advised to 
rely only on those information 
addresses related to Covid-19 
which are authentic like WHO, 
Ministry of Health etc. and dis-
tance oneself from information 
having negative impact on hu-
man body and mind.

Dr Zia, while speaking on 
the present scenario, said that 
these conditions are not per-
manent; they are temporary 
and shall pass soon. He urged 
the people to follow SOPs and 
Covid appropriate behaviour, 
in addition to the healthy life-
style so that this deadly virus 
shall be uprooted completely.

“
RELY ONLY ON INFORMATION ADDRESSES RELATED TO 
Covid-19 which are authentic like WHO, Ministry of Health etc and distance oneself from 
information having negative impact on human body and mind.”

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

‘Allah Strictly Asks 
Humans To Desist From 
Harming Environment’

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: Assistant Profes-
sor Department of Religious 
Studies, Central University of 
Kashmir Dr Nazir Ahmad Zargar 
Saturday while quoting verses of 
Holy Quran, said Allah SWT has 
strictly asked the humans to de-
sist from causing any harm to the 
environment. “The moment peo-
ple will violate the natural bal-
ance, the whole universe would 
turn against them,” he said.

He was speaking during a we-
binar organised by the varsity to 
commemorate the ‘World Envi-
ronment Day’, the Department 
of Kashmiri in collaboration 
with the Directorate of Students 
Welfare (DSW), Central Univer-
sity of Kashmir (CUK) organised 
a webinar “Quran and Environ-
ment,” on Saturday.

Dr Zargar said the Quran has 
asked the people with wisdom and 
intellect to reflect upon the universe 
and ponder upon it, in order to glo-
rify the creations of Allah SWT.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj 
ud Din Mir, said the damaged 
ecosystem could be restored by 
planting saplings, greening cit-
ies and cleaning up rivers and 
streams. “The Covid-19 pan-
demic has reminded mankind 
of the harm caused to nature 
and how important it is to pro-
tect the environment.” He said 
that Kashmir Valley has wit-
nessed the worst deluge during 
the year 2014 and the same was 
attributed by the experts to the 
continuous environmental deg-
radation. “The garbage dumped 

in the rivers over the years was 
returned to us and the same 
was found in our residences,” 
he said. He asked the students 
to proactively work to stop the 
environmental degradation and 
help in regaining the pristine 
glory of lakes and forests areas 
in Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.

In his keynote speech, former, 
Vice Chancellor, Maulana Azad 
National Urdu University (MAN-
UU), Prof. Mohammad Aslam 
Parvaiz, said the valley of Kash-

mir has been bestowed with the 
bounties of nature in the form 
of rivers, gushing streams, huge 
forest covers and mountains, 
and the need of the hour was to 
preserve and conserve the natu-
ral environment. “The people of 
the valley should take necessary 
measures and steps to stop the 
environmental degradation so 
that the natural bounties could 
be enjoyed by the next genera-
tion,” he said. Prof. Mohammad 
Aslam Parvaiz said that living be-
ings including microorganisms 
are completely dependent on 
the natural resources and hence 
the preservation of the same was 
imperative. He cautioned that 
continuous deforestation would 
lead to flash floods and other 
adverse climatic conditions, thus 
harming the humans.  

Ecosystem Restoration: 
SKUAST-K Celebrates 
‘World Environment Day’ 

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: World Environment 
Day was on Saturday celebrated 
at SKUAST—Kashmir’s main 
campus Shalimar, with a theme 
‘Ecosystem Restoration’. 

The programme was held un-
der the chairmanship of Prof 
JP Sharma, Vice-Chancellor 
SKUAST J&K as a part of formal 
launch of the UN Decade on Eco-
system Restoration 2021-2030. 

Prof Sumati Sharma made a 
specific mention of role of gov-
ernment agencies, scientific 
communities, civil societies and 
other stake holders for ecosys-
tem restoration through strong 
networking and balancing greed 
over need. 

Prof Dil Mohammad Makh-
doomi, Director Extension ex-
pressed the need for unified 
efforts for restoration of ecosys-

tem’s glory. 
He exemplified the message 

with the Padma Shree awardee 
and popularly known as ‘Forest 
Man of India’, Jadav "Molai" Pay-
eng, an environmental activist 
and forestry worker from Mauli 
(Assam) credited for converting 
200 hectares of barren & degrad-
ed area to a lush green forest. 

Students of the university 
through Skit conveyed a beauti-
ful message of self reliance and 
individual contributions in con-
servation of environment and 
natural resources and empha-
sised on joint efforts to combat 
environmental degradation.

Prof. Afshan Gul conducted the 
proceedings of the program and 
Prof. Amal Saxena presented the 
vote of thanks with a pledge to 
bring awareness of restoration 
and conservation through direc-
torate of extension.

“
QURAN HAS asked 
the people with wisdom 
and intellect to reflect 

upon the universe and ponder 
upon it, in order to glorify the 
creations of Allah SWT.”

Kashmir Ecology Immensely 
Tampered With: VCC

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: With the rapid arbi-
trary urbanisation in Kashmir divi-
sion the natural ecology has been 
immensely tampered with, Valley 
Citizen Council said on Saturday.  

On the occasion of World En-
vironment Day General Secretary 
Imdad Saqi said that Kashmir had 
a serene and pure environment 
because of its lush green forest 
covers and crystal clean water 
bodies, that lamentably have been 
sacrificed for adapting a techni-
cally advance societal outlook.

"The forest covers are dwindling 
with every passing day and there is 
no check on it. The government has 
always had a lackdaiscal approach 
towards protecting our environ-
ment otherwise timber smugglers 
would have been booked under 
stringent laws," he said.

Saqi also pointed out what he 
called ‘impervious attitude’ of 

LAWDA due to which Dal Lake, 
Wular Lake and their tributaries 
are witnessing a silent death.

"The area of Dal Lake is con-
tracting with the every passing 
day so is the case with Asia's fresh 
water lake. We as citizen's urge 
the administration to take strong 
actions for saving our fresh water 
bodies and the VCC members will 
voluntarily act as collaborators for 
any project that the administra-
tion formulates for the conserva-
tion of our forests," he demanded.

"
THE FOREST 
covers are dwindling 
with every passing day 

and there is no check on it. The 
government has always had a 
lackdaiscal approach towards 
protecting our environment 
otherwise timber smugglers 
would have been booked 
under stringent laws,"

Covid Positivity Rate Declines 
To 3.2 Percent In Shopian: DC
Recovery Rate Is 79.2 Percent In The district

Observer News Service 

SHOPIAN: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian Sachin Ku-
mar Vaishya Saturday said that 
strict adherence to Covid-19 
SOPs and other containment 
measures besides aggressive 
testing, contact tracing and vac-
cination has played key role in 
bringing down positivity rate 
and restricting the number of 
deaths during second wave of 
Covid-19 in the district.

Sharing details regarding Co-
vid-19 situation, the DC said that 
the positivity rate has shown a 
steep decline from peak 15.1 per-
cent to 3.2 percent till date. He 
said decline in the positivity rate 
is a result of active cooperation of 
the general public including the 
business/ transport  community 
with the District Administration 
as they have followed all the nec-
essary Covid related guidelines. 

The DC informed that about 
108497 RAT and RT PCR Covid 
tests have been done so far in the 
district, active positive cases are 
1066 at present, recovery rate 
is 79.2 percent and COVID-19 
related deaths are 56 with Case 

Fatality Rate of 1.03 percent. 
Though visible decline in Covid 

positive cases has been observed 
but need of an hour is to be extra 
cautious, by following Covid Ap-
propriate Behaviour with added 
responsibility and commitment 
so that our district enters into 
the green zone, he said. 

Regarding recent Unlock direc-
tions, the DC said this is a minimal 
Unlock and ease in the restrictions 
does not mean to violate Covid-19 
SOPs. He reiterated his appeal to 
the public to follow strict adher-
ence to Covid-19 protocols and 
ensure proper wearing of masks, 
maintaining social distance and 
hand hygiene to contain the 
spread of virus and save lives. He 
also urged people to avoid unnec-
essary movements. 

With regard to the ongo-
ing Covid-19 Vaccination pro-
cess, Vaishya informed that 
the administration has already 
identified high risk / vulner-
able groups like Physically Chal-
lenged Persons, Widows, La-
bourers, drivers, street vendors 
etc and vaccination shall be 
done on priority once vaccine 
consignment is received. 

Resolve Impediments For 
Achieving Time Bound Results: 
Kumar Directs Officers
BARAMULLA: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Baramulla, Bhupinder 
Kumar Saturday convened a meeting 
of several engineering departments 
to review the progress of various 
developmental works undertaken in 
such sectors. The meeting also took 
a detailed appraisal of several works 
that were identified during the am-
bitious 'Back to Village' programme.

On the occasion, a comprehensive 
discussion and deliberation on sev-
eral aspects was held during which 
the concerned heads presented the 
status and current position of dif-
ferent projects undertaken in their 
respective departments. 

Speaking on the occasion, the DC 
stressed to work with more synergy 
and dedication so that the desired re-
sults are achieved. He also directed to 
identify the impediments or bottle-
necks, if any and emphasised to sort 
them in a time bound manner.

The DC also directed to make 
necessary arrangements for the is-
suance of D Class contractor cards 
at the Panchayat level so that works 
at grass roots level are executed 
and completed in a speedy and 
timely manner. He further directed 
the ACD Baramulla to ensure that 
MGNREGA payments are made in a 
stipulated time frame so that work-
ers may not suffer during these 
critical circumstances.

Moreover, DC issued strict direc-
tions to all the concerned agencies to 
ensure that the required SOPs regard-
ing COVID-19 pandemic are followed 
at work sites in letter and spirit so as 
to avert any kind of exigency.

ADDC Baramulla Aijaz Abdullah 
Saraf, JDP, SE R&B, SE Hydraulic, SE KP-
DCL, ACD, Executive Engineers, AEEs, 
BDOs, district and sectoral officers 
among other concerned functionaries 
were present on the occasion.
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The Abode of Mirak Sahib was a 
two-storey old structure built in brick and 

wood with an adjacent small mosque, which 
he had constructed, and a fresh water spring 
infested with fish. An almost round-the-clock 
open langar was the hallmark of the place 
where hundreds of visitors were daily served 
qahwa (sweet brew) and local bread before 
they went upstairs to have audience with the 
spiritual giant

SAYYID MIRAK SHAH KASHANI

Kashmir’s Spiritual Glory 
Prophesied In Lahore - Part 2

Khalid Bashir Ahmad

M
y earliest memory of Sayyid Mirak 
Shah Kashani is of early 1960s when as 
a kid I was taken to him by my mother. 
Most probably, my eldest aunt was also 

with us, for whenever mother ventured out of home, 
which was not often, it was mostly in her company. 
Mirak Sahib was seated in his second storey room. 
He was soft spoken with a frail body spotting a 
white beard and divine radiance. The ambience of 
the room looked heavenly. There were several visi-
tors there who waited for their turn to move closer 
to him and seek his blessings. When our turn came, 
mother spoke to him about what had brought us to 
him. I do not remember what she told him but viv-
idly recall that Mirak Sahib took a piece of bread in 
his mouth, chewed it, then took it out and, extend-
ing his right hand, offered it to me. I was reluctant 
to eat it but my mother, and possibly some others 
present there, persuaded me to open my mouth and 
have it without fuss. I obeyed. 

The second time I saw Mirak Sahib was also 
during my childhood. He had come to my uncle’s 
house at Sonawar when the whole mohalla de-
scended on the premises to have a glimpse of him. 
I have a bright recollection of him standing in the 
courtyard and then in the second storey room of 
my uncle who was married in the family of Mirs of 
Shalimar – also my grandmother’s maika (parental 
home) - a household very close to Mirak Sahib and 
from where his two time meals would come in spite 
of a fully provided for langar at the takia or the Seat 
of Mirak Sahib. The Mirs were connected with the 
takia from the times of Mirak Sahib’s predecessors. 
By virtue of this, our extended family at Sonawar 
enjoyed a special connect with Mirak Sahib. There 
was another close link of our family with him. My 
youngest maternal uncle, Abdus Samad Khan, was 
one of his closest disciples and would call him by 
the reverential title of Paadshah (emperor) or Fa-
kir (ascetic). Mirak Sahib had a special love for him 
and had shared many a spiritual secret with him. 

The third occasion I had the good fortune of 
sitting in front of Mirak Sahib and feel his blessed 
touch was in mid-1971, months before he left the 
transitory world for his eternal abode. My eldest 
brother, Dr. Mohammad Shafi, a frequent visitor to 
Mirak Sahib’s place, had been blessed with his first 
child (girl) and the latter had asked him to bring the 
baby to him. Mirak Sahib was positively disposed 
towards him. On the day my brother and his wife 
took the new born to Shalimar they asked me to ac-
company them. I was then a teenager. Mirak Sahib 
took the baby in his lap, gently caressed her and 
asked her father if the baby had been given a name. 
He replied in negative and requested him to do the 
honour. Mirak Sahib named the baby Nayeema 
(blessing), telling the couple that she is a neamat 
(favour) from Allah.

My next two interactions with Mirak Sahib 
were in the realms of vision. A few days before I 
left for Umrah in December 2017, I had a dream in 
which I saw him standing alone in the room of my 
uncle where I had physically seen him in my child-
hood. As I entered the room and greeted him, he 
opened his arms and warmly hugged me. I do not 
remember if we exchanged any words. The second 
time was in 2020 when I saw myself seated in Mi-
rak Sahib’s room at Shalimar. Besides him, there 
were Deen Mohammad and a visitor with whom 
Mirak Sahib was conversing. Contrary to his usu-
al sitting place, he was seated on the opposite side 
where visitors usually waited for audience. When 
the person had himself heard by Mirak Sahib and 
left the room, Deen Mohammad asked me, “Bashir 
Ahmada wothu thaavu darwaze band’’ [Bashir Ah-
mad, get up and bolt the door]. I bolted the door of 
the room from inside. As I turned back, Mirak Sa-
hib told Deen Mohammad, “Yi chhui pan ni matlab 
aamut” [He has come for his own purpose]. Perti-
nently, preceding this, I had visited Mirak Sahib’s 
mausoleum with friend Mohammad Shafi a couple 
of times to offer fateha and seek Allah’s guidance in 
my research about an event in which he had played 
a significant role.

The Abode of Mirak Sahib was a two-storey 
old structure built in brick and wood with an adja-
cent small mosque, which he had constructed, and 
a fresh water spring infested with fish. An almost 
round-the-clock open langar was the hallmark of 
the place where hundreds of visitors were daily 
served qahwa (sweet brew) and local bread before 
they went upstairs to have audience with the spiri-
tual giant. There were two langars, a small one 
located in the ground floor at the right end of the 
building, and the larger one outside of it which was 

reconstructed during the time of Fakir Deen Mo-
hammad. Visitors contributed to the kitchen by of-
fering rice, bread, sugar etc. The offerings were first 
presented to Mirak Sahib who would send these to 
the kitchen. Some visitors would make cash offer-
ing which was used either to run the kitchen or help 
the needy. The tradition continued during the time 
of Fakir Deen Mohammad and is followed when the 
Seat is occupied by his successor, Fakir Mohammad 
Dilawar. The attendants would once in a year visit 
different villages to collect food grains and money 
in donation for the kitchen. 

At the taking-off point of the wooden stairway 
leading to the room of Mirak Sahib, one would ob-
serve dozens of pairs of footwear - slippers, leather 
sandals, rubber boots and khraves (wooden slip-
pers) – lined up on the floor. On the narrow stair-
way people, as they waited for audience, sat nursing 
babies or eating food that they, having come from 
far off places, had brought with them. At the top 
of the stairway was a big room, a hall, where visi-
tors sat on the floor cross-legged and in awe. The 
hall was divided by dabbedol, about three feet high 

wooden partition on the right side of which was a 
small wooden stairway leading to the langar and 
used only by close attendants when the main door 
was closed to let Mirak Sahib have a break to medi-
tate or have some rest. On the western side of the 
hall, Mirak Sahib sat upright on his gaddi wearing 
a white turban (occasionally he used green colour) 
and a pheran (loose upper garment used by Kash-
miris). Occasionally, he also wore a black achkan 
(knee-length coat) and white pajama and spotted a 
Rumi topi (Turkish cap). He also carried a walking 
stick. A bowl of shirin (candy) and another of khaak 
poori (sacred ash wrapped in paper) were always 
handy drawing from which he would give some to 
visitors as tabaruk (sacrament). To some visitors, 
he would offer few sips from a surahi (ewer) of water 
in which he had earlier breathed out after invoking 
divine blessings. A clock with pendulum and neatly 
calligraphed and framed names of Allah and His 
Messenger (peace be upon him) adorned the wall be-
hind him. A conspicuous presence in the room was 
a qumuir (Ground Thrush) in a cage hanging from 
the roof. The bird caught the attention of everybody 
for the sweet musical sounds it made. 

Besides Deen Mohammad, the prominent at-
tendants known as chailas of Mirak Sahib includ-
ed Kamal Sahib who also performed the duties of 
a mouzzin (one who calls devotees for prayers) at 
the mosque, Mohammad Yusuf and Inayat alias 
Sani, a painter in the British Army from Peshawar 
who, while posted in Iraq, was directed in a dream 
by Sayyid Abdul Qadir Jeelani (Allah’s blessings 

be with him) to go to Kashmir for spiritual guid-
ance from Sayyid Mirak Shah Kashani. Sani left 
the job and relocated to Shalimar. There was an-
other attendant, Haji from Poona (Pune), who had 
performed Haj 25 times. Abdul Gani of Beerwah 
worked in the langar while Abdul Samad served 
qahwa to visitors. Abdul Ahad Mir was another at-
tendant whose duty was to bathe the black-skinned 
horse of Mirak Sahib who was fond of riding a stal-
lion. A visually impaired local resident, Abdul Aziz 
Dar (Harkar), was a regular visitor and would have 
long interactions with Mirak Sahib. He also recited 
na’ats or encomium on the Holy Prophet (peace 
be upon him). Once, Dar was deeply absorbed in 
a chat with Mirak Sahab when Kamal gave a call 
for prayers. It was winter time when, compared to 
summer, the interlude between asar, maghrib and 
isha prayers is shortened. Visibly irritated, Dar re-
torted, “Zan chhun Kamalas howmut baangan kun 
kath ti chhune diwan karne” [Looks like Kamal is 
obsessed with giving call for prayers; doesn’t let 
one talk]. The comment had Mirak Sahib bursting 
into laughter. It was a rare occasion when someone 
had seen him laughing so heartily. A conspicuous 
presence at Mirak Sahib’s Abode was Haba Moat, 
a born majzoob who was lodged in a ground floor 
room of the takia building. He was to Mirak Sahib 
what Zaki Shah majzoob was to Kashmir’s patron 
saint, Sheikh Hamzah Makhdoom Kashmiri or 
Makhdoom Sahib. A lady disciple, Jaane Saeb, was 
also a constant presence at the takia. 

Mirak Sahib was receptive, sympathetic and 
kind with every visitor irrespective of his or her 
faith or status. As observed earlier, non-Muslims 
would also come to him for guidance. Dr. Moham-
mad Shafi recalls an incident. A gentleman clad in 
achkan and pajama and spotting a turban was wait-
ing for audience. Mirak Sahib asked for a cup of 
milk for him and asked him, “Weniv Pandite kith-
kan chive aamet” [Panditji! What has brought you 
here?] He introduced himself as an employee of the 
Telegraph Department and said that he had come to 
seek spiritual guidance from him. He lamented that 
his long search for God was fruitless and he was 
now convinced that the Creator did not approve of 
his endeavor. He said that he had never touched 
haraam (the forbidden) in his life. Mirak Sahib en-
quired from him about his children upon which he 
told him that he was issueless. “You did not adopt 
a child?” he probed. The Pandit replied, “Yeli ne 
Dayan duit, mangte kyah anan” [When God decreed 
me not to have a child why to adopt one]. Caress-

ing his hurt feelings, Mirak Sahib convinced him 
that only he seeks God whom God himself chooses 
to seek Him. He told him that since he was not from 
his faith he could not guide him. However, he as-
sured him that a person from his own faith would 
soon lead him on his path. “I will also pray for you”, 
he told him.

Abdus Samad Khan would tell a story about 
heavy rains and thunderstorm lashing the Valley 
one day during the course of annual Amarnath 
Yatra. The weather was terrible and Khan observed 
signs of anxiety on the face of his murshid. He 
asked him why was he in a state of unease. Mirak 
Sahib told him that he was worried about the sad-
hus (Hindu monks) who were up in the mountains. 
Khan could not hide his confusion and asked, “But 
why must you worry for them?” Mirak Sahib re-
plied, “Yim china Khodayi send bande? Yim ti hey 
chhi draamet temsie tchhhandni. Yihinz zimewaeri 
chhena” [Are they not God’s servants? They too 
have gone out in search of Him. Their safety is also 
my responsibility]. Those days very few sadhus, 
mainly from the plains of India, would embark on 
the Amarnath pilgrimage which had not been po-
liticized then as it was during the recent years.  

In 1963, a blasphemous incident of serious pro-
portion pushed Kashmir into turmoil and chaos. 
On 27 December, Moe-e-Muqaddas (strand of hair 
of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him) was 
found missing from the Hazratbal Shrine. People 
came out on streets in tens of thousands, sobbing, 
protesting, raising slogans and demanding its re-

turn and punishment for the culprits. Normal life 
was paralyzed for days when the government made 
a sudden announcement about recovery of the lost 
relic. People refused to accept it as genuine unless 
identified by a group of religious leaders. There 
was no religious personality around more respect-
able and blessed than Sayyid Mirak Shah Kashani 
whose word people would readily accept. On 3 Feb-
ruary 1964, a group of 14 religious leaders led by 
him identified the recovered relic as genuine. After 
the identification, there were some voices question-
ing how an old man with failing eyesight could have 
identified the relic. The word was allegedly spread 
by those who wanted to continue the mass upris-
ing for political goals including the release of jailed 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and demand for a 
plebiscite. I have interviewed people who had, post 
identification, heard Mirak Sahib confirming the 
genuineness of the recovered relic. In 1966, he had 
confirmed this to columnist Ved Mehta also.   

Sayyid Mirak Shah Kashani was a poet of sub-
stance who wrote devotional poems in Kashmiri 
language. The theme of his verses was Toheed 
(monotheism) and Ishq-e-Rasool (love of the Mes-
senger of Allah). The Darbar-e-Kashania has pub-
lished his poetic collection, Jaam-e-Irfan (Goblet of 
Knowledge), whose second edition was brought out 
in 2008. A sample: 

Ae dil-e-man ma kar graav
Tchetas thaav Allah hu
Panun hosh pathar traav
Tchetas thaav Allah hu
Yaad karte mai kyah naav
Bood kornas naboodas
Boodas manz nabood chhaav
Tchetas thaav Allah hu
[My heart! Do not complain
Remember! Nothing exists beyond Allah
Toss your [glass of] consciousness 
Remember! Nothing exists beyond Allah
Recall what my name is
He created me from inexistent
Enjoy your existence in a state of nothingness
Remember! Nothing exists beyond Allah]

The mausoleum of Sayyid Mirak Shah Kashani, 
where besides his two predecessors, his successor, 
Fakir Deen Mohammad, is also laid to rest, draws a 
large number of devotees. It was built by Fakir Mo-
hammad Dilawar. On the death anniversary of Mi-
rak Sahib, a bhandaar (community feast) is served 
to the visitors. The old mosque was renovated and 
extended during the time of both Deen Mohammad 
and Mohammad Dilawar and is today a grand spa-
cious masjid. The old takia building was also recon-
structed and extended by them.

Khalid Bashir Ahmad is a former civil servant and 
the author of several books like " Kashmir: Exposing 

the Myth Behind the Narrative" and " Kashmir: A 
Walk Through History". His recently released his new 

book" Kashmir: Looking Back in Time" 

On 27 December, Moe-e-Muqaddas (strand of hair of Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him) was found missing from the Hazratbal 

Shrine. The government made a sudden announcement about recovery of the lost 
relic. People refused to accept it as genuine unless identified by a group of religious 
leaders. There was no religious personality around more respectable and blessed 
than Sayyid Mirak Shah Kashani whose word people would readily accept. 
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Kashmiri Singer’s 
‘SONG OF HOPE’ Becoming 
New Pandemic Ballad
A

S body bags, flaming pyres and mass graves are making death 
dominant in Pandemic, many artists are celebrating life, with 
songs like Life Goes On and Better Days. Kashmir is becoming 
part of this global musical movement by singing its own tunes 

to tackle plague.
One such tunemaker lately became the talk of the town for bagging 

twin trophies—Best Cinematography Award for Kahwa Speaks and Best 
Music Award for Katyuchuk My Love—at the 11th Dadasaheb Phalke Film 
Festival 2021.

The awarded anthems were conceptualised on the themes of peace and 
romance respectively, the latter being a euphemism to the need for har-
mony by a personified cup of Kahwa, and the former along the lines of the 
ballad-worthy love story of Habba Khatoon.

Shuttling between Srinagar and Seattle, before making Delhi as her 
hub and home, Pragnya Wakhlu originally hails from Kashmiri capi-

tal. She and her parents moved away to Pune in the mid-eighties, 
where she was primarily brought up. The late 2000s, her first al-

bum was sold in the form of CDs, and she continued making mu-
sic through the era of streaming.

“The shift of my audience into the realm of streaming has 
invited the need for revised strategies as a campaigner for my 

own music,” the singer says. “It used to be about how many 
CDs you sold but now it’s all about views and likes.”

In the self-isolation stage of 2020, Pragnya wrote a 
soul-searching song—“talking about life and life-

learning experiences”—as part of her six-song 
album, Lessons in Love. Coming of age in the 

second viral wave, the ‘Song of Hope’ is now 
spreading positive vibes in pandemic.

As an independent artist, Pragnya up-
holds her artistic freedom, often limited 
under labels, by financing and produc-
ing her own music. “I want to continue 

spreading the message of positivity, 
and strive for more peace and kind-
ness in the world, through my art 

form,” she says.
In an exclusive chat with 

Kashmir Observer, the Kash-
miri singer-songwriter talks 
about her recent work, her 
journey as an artist and 

the themes she explores 
through her music.

Where do you live currently?

I live in Delhi but 
my grandmother lives 

in Srinagar. I was 
born in Srinagar’s 

Lal Ded hospital.

So you started music in 

Srinagar?

My parents shifted to 
Pune in mid-eighties, and so I 

completed my college and everything 
from St. Josephs and then Fergussons.

I’ve lived in many cities. I had a job in Banga-
lore in IT in Infosys. After that I went to the US, and then 

I decided to quit. I was doing music all along but now I wanted to 
do it formally.

At what point did you realise that maybe IT is not your cup of tea?

I felt like I wanted to do something more creative, as well as contribute 
to society, using my gifts as a musician. In the IT company at the end of 
the day, I was making websites to buy clothes from online stores. For me 
that didn’t seem like a meaningful reason to exist. I felt like there has to be 
a different path that I’m supposed to be on.

I had a salary and a job and I felt like if I did not quit now, I would not 
want to quit as my pay would be much higher.

How did your parents and family react to this?

My parents were luckily supportive, even when I was not clear about 
my objectives. I wanted to make music to do much more than entertain-
ment, as a part of healing and messaging.

But, a lot of people told me not to quit. It was the year of a slight eco-

nomic recession, and therefore not the best time to leave a job. But I came 
back to India in 2008.

Since I started, it has been quite hard. If you’re changing careers into 
a creative field, nobody cares if you excelled at your previous occupation. 
You’ve to build yourself up from scratch. I didn’t have any guidance as to 
how to move forward.

I started writing music in Seattle. I used to go to a karaoke cafe where 
the best singers would get a free starter if they were good at it. The host 
was a band leader for a local Seattle band. One day, she told me that she 
will be hosting this singer-songwriter night for women artists.

She asked for a demo, so I recorded my vocals and guitar on my laptop 
and cut a CD and gave it to her.

So was that your first break?

Yes, that was my first show of original music. We were told that who-
ever sold the most tickets would get to headline the performances in the 
women singer-songwriter night.

Consequently, every one of my co-workers bought the tickets making 
me the most-sold performer. And therefore I got to perform my original in 
front of a live audience for the first time. And that gained me a standing 
ovation.

But before that Seattle show, I was performing covers. I would go to 
intercollegiate competitions in Pune, and in Bangalore I was in a band that 
would perform locally.

Sharing stage with other musicians.

Do you’ve any background in music?

My family is not a very musical, although my grandmother plays the 
sitar and I learnt it in my younger years. My parents learnt sitar and tabla 
but never pursued it in seriousness. They’re artistically inclined, but not 
so much as to build a career in it. Therefore I had no reference point or 
mentorship in my career.

Yes, there needs to be some guidance when one starts out, but since you had no support, 

how did you manage otherwise?

As an independent artist there is no milestone as to how much prog-
ress you need to make, it is all relative.

When I came to India from US, there were not a lot of female artists, 
which is why men did not take you seriously. So you really have to prove 
yourself.

I remember I was a session vocalist for a band in Pune and was osten-
sibly ignored attributing to my gender. Everytime I gave a suggestion to 
a band member, he would not even look at it, or me, as if I was not there.

It’s challenging in the beginning because, in a quest to become a repu-
table artist, you’ve to prove yourself every step of the way as a woman, 
something that is not true for fellow male artists in the industry.

The very dichotomy that exists between the generic category of artists 
and female artists of the same nature plays with one’s own credibility. In 
order to move forward as a woman, one has to make it to the generic best 
of all list of artists, all to be taken seriously.

You know, everyone assumes that just because you’re a woman you’re 
going to sing pop and other stuff like that, but my primary genre is fusion 
folk music.

What I wanted to do was create Kashmiri music in my own way, by 
breaking out of the mould. I wanted to eliminate the jumpiness and instill 
a more sombre vibe to the songs. This idea is met by mixed reactions, be-
cause a certain set of people prefer Kashmiri songs the original way.

Are there any specific subjects that you wish to touch upon like many of the Kashmiri in-

dependent artists like Alif or Ahmer?

Most of it is aimed at spreading positivity and peace, by bringing about 
a more soulful rendition of a folk song, or my original works. A lot of my 
music is also based on my personal experiences and relationships.

A member of the audience at show I was performing at, once asked 
me to make music on the political atrocities in the region, but, for me to 
comment upon something I have not witnessed, i.e. a political scenario 
that I was largely oblivious to for a better part of my life, would be highly 
unnatural and unauthentic, and the music that comes from such place of 
unauthenticity would call for a rather synthesised retelling.

The artists that politicise their work have a set of personal experiences 
that births art in its unadulterated form, therefore accounting for a more 
vulnerable, and sourced storytelling.

Moreover, I believe that art is subjective and it is one’s own choice 
when it comes to the themes that they wish to touch upon in their work. 
For example, my recent single, The Whale Song served as a metaphor for 
a relationship I was a part of, that was not completely unravelling of the 
significant other’s values, thus inviting conflict between the two people.

Yashasvi Tickoo

A member of the 
audience at show I was 
performing at, once asked 
me to make music on 
the political atrocities in 
the region, but, for me to 
comment upon something 
I have not witnessed, i.e. a 
political scenario that I was 
largely oblivious to for a 
better part of my life, would 
be highly unnatural and 
unauthentic

Shuttling between 
Srinagar and Seattle, 
before making Delhi 
as her hub and home, 
Pragnya Wakhlu originally 
hails from Kashmiri 
capital. She and her 
parents moved away to 
Pune in the mid-eighties, 
where she was primarily 
brought up
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
R&B CONSTRUCTION DIVISION NO.II, SGR.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No.28/CDII/2852-62 of 2021-22    DATED: 03.06.2021

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:- 

S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost
(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of Account Class of
Contractor

1. Renovation of washrooms and repairs/renovation 
of sanitary disposal system at Women ITI Bemina 
Srinagar.

8.27 600/- 30 Days ITI (Maintenance of 
Capital Assets- M&R)

DEE/CEE

Position of AAA:  Accorded
Position of funds    Available
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 05.06.2021 from 10.00 A.M
3 Bid submission Start Date 05.06.2021 from 10.00 A.M
4 Bid Submission End Date 10.06.2021 upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 11.06.2021 at 11.00 A.M in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Construction 

Division No.2nd, Srinagar

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Construction 
Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender inviting authority) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End 
date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender receiving authority).
2. All Bidders has to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security 
Declaration Form is as per Annexure “A” below)
3. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days 
before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.
4. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive 
Engineer R&B Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar (tender receiving authority).
5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website 
www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process. 
6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders 
can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor. 
6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No  bid will be accepted in physical form. 
6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. 
6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid. 

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 
7. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
8. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division No.2nd, 
Srinagar (The date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B 
Construction Division No.2nd, Srinagar must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The original Treasury Challan (cost of tender document), and 
other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of contract. 
9. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. 
10. Bidders should note that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract has been awarded are found fake/not 
genuine at any time, the contract shall be cancelled and the contractor/bidder shall be blacklisted for participation in this division for a period of five 
years besides the performance security deposited for the said work shall be forfeited.
11. Price escalation and Taxes:- The %age quoted by the bidder shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of the work. 
Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 
12. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required. 
13. In case of CRF and any other specified project. the relevant guidelines / standard bidding document shall be followed. 
14. Instructions to Bidder (ITB) 
14.1. All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteria / qualification information with their bids:-
a. All bidders shall upload Copies of original documents defining constitution/ legal status, place of registration and principal place of Busi-
ness with Cell No. and Correspondence address.
b. Registration Card valid for the year 2021-22
c. All bidders shall upload Treasury Challan
d.  All bidders shall upload Bid Security Declaration Form
e. All bidders shall upload Valid GSTIN Registration & PAN Card
f. All bidders shall upload Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of last quarter i.e. ending March-2021.
15. The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission of bid. 
16. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language. 
17. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with 
technical bid. No document (s) which has /have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification 
the bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises
18. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form) and detailed NIT issued vide this office No. 07/CDII/2011-
12/389-414 dated 07.04.2011.
No. 2852-62 

                  Executive Engineer
Dated: 03.06.2021  DIPK-2481/21                              R&B Construction Division IInd Srinagar

 
 
 
 

J&K Small Scale Industries  
Development Corporation Limited (SICOP) 

(A J&K Government Undertaking) 
Office of the General Manager (M) SICOP Sanat Ghar Bemina Srinagar Kashmir. 

         E-TENDER NOTICE NO:  32-SICOP (GMM) of 2021      Dated 04.06.2021 
For and on behalf of the Managing Director of J&K SICOP and in terms of Govt. Order No. 342-IND of 
1995 dated 01.11.1995 read with Order No. 189- Ind of 2009 Date 26.08.2009, Online e-tenders 

are invited from Small Scale Industrial Units (SSI Units), registered with SICOP under Marketing Assistance 

Scheme (MAS) in Kashmir Division for fixation of rate for following item: 
S.No Description Earnest 

money 
(In INR) 

 

Cost of 
Tender 

Document 
(In INR) 

SSI Units 
 

Remarks Financial 
Year 

1 Rate Contract for Panel 
and Padestal. 

5,000 25 Registered with SICOP 
under MAS Scheme 

Kashmir Division 
Only 

2021-22 

Terms & Conditions: 
1. Only those SSI Units can quote the rates that are registered with SICOP under its Marketing 

Assistance Scheme (MAS).   

2. The tender documents for the above job can be seen on the website www. Jktenders.gov.in 

from 04.06.2021 (02:00PM). 

3. The tender documents can be downloaded from the above website from 04.06.2021 (02:00PM) 

onwards. 

4. The  bids  shall  be  deposited  in  electronic  format  on  website  www.jktenders.gov.in from 

    04.06.2021 (02:00PM) up to 10.06.2021 (06:00 PM) only. 

5. The uploaded pre-qualification bids in the first instance on the website will be opened on 

11.06.2021 (12:30PM) in the office of General Manager (M), SICOP, Sanat Ghar Bemina 

Srinagar Kashmir in presence of bidders who wish to be present. In case of holiday on the 

date of opening of bid, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time 

and venue. The financial bids of only those SSI units shall be opened who will qualify in 

technical bid. Intimation about the opening of financial bids shall be notified separately. 

6. Tender documents fee shall be deposited in Account No.0148020100000200, IFSC Code-

JAKA0KARRAN, Branch J&K Bank Karan Nagar, Srinagar. The Earnest Money Deposit (In 

shape of CDR/FDR/TDR) in original, favoring General Manager (M), SICOP, Srinagar Kashmir 

shall be uploaded online. 

7. All documents as required as per SBD should be uploaded with the technical bid. 

8. Complete bidding process will be online (Price Bid not to be submitted in physical form). 

9. This tender is floated only for fixation of rate contract. The supply order shall be placed with 

the SSI units on the rates as shall be received in the tender (lowest), duly approved by the 

Competent Authority of SICOP. 

10. All terms and conditions, governing the Marketing Assistance Scheme shall apply.  

11. MD SICOP reserves the right to cancel part/ full tender during the currency of its time frame 

without assigning any reason. 

 
Sd/- 

General Manager (M) 
    SICOP Kashmir 

DIPK-NB-1077/21

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

J&K Services Selection Board
(www.jkssb.nic.in)

Advertisement No.03 of 2021

Dated:04-06-2021

Subject:-Advertisement for District/Divisional/UT Cadre posts of various Departments under provisions of the Jammu & Kashmir Civil Services – Decen-
tralization and Recruitment Act, 2010 and rules made thereunder read with other relevant rules governing the subject.

Reference:-Requisition of Posts/Vacancies received from various Indenting Departments as per the details given below:

S.No. Reference of Indent Department No. of posts received
1 I) FST/Ser/49/2020 Dated:-22-03-2021

II) FST -NG/5/2021-04-e-Off Dated 28-05-2021
Forest,Ecology and Environment 
Department

280

2 GAD/Estt/M-34/2020 Dated:-06-04-2021 General Administration Department 200
3 HD/Drug/24/2020 Dated 25-09-2020 followed by HD/Drugs/24/2020 

Dated:29-04-2021 and HD/Drugs/24/2020 Dated 20-05-2021
Health & Medical Education Depart-
ment

04

4 LD(SL) 2015/14-Adv.Gen.  Dated 17-04-2021 Department of Law Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs

19

Total Posts 503

a) Date of Commencement for submission of online applications=20-06-2021.
b)  Last Date for submission of online applications =20-07-2021.

Total Number of Posts Advertised =503

The J&K Services Selection Board invites online application from eligible candidates for participation in the selection process for District/Divisional/UT 
Cadre posts. The detailed notification is available on official website of J&K Services Selection Board i.e www.jkssb.nic.in.

Sd/-
(Sachin Jamwal) KAS,

SECRETARY,
        J&K Services Selection Board

No. SSB/Secy/Advt.No./03/ 4177-95                          Dated: 04/06/2021

DIPK-2501/21

Agencies

A 
paradoxical relationship be-
tween the intensity of emotion-
al expressions and how they are 
perceived, has been explored by 

a team of international researchers com-
prised of scientists from the Max Planck 
Institute for Empirical Aesthetics, New 
York University, and the Max Planck 
NYU Center for Language, Music, and 
Emotion (CLaME).

Emotions vary in their intensity. A 
person being attacked by a house cat may 
well feel fear, but certainly, their fear 
would be even greater if a lion or tiger 
were attacking them. So our emotions 
differ in terms of degrees of strength. But 
how does this affect our ability to infer 
meaning from how emotion is expressed? 
Research on emotion has so far assumed 
that emotion expressions become more 
distinct as their intensity increases. But 
there is little empirical evidence to sup-
port this intuitive-sounding idea.

A team of researchers from Frankfurt 

am Main and New York has now system-
atically investigated the role of emotional 
intensity for the first time. They collected 
a multitude of nonverbal vocalizations, 
including screams, laughter, sighs, 
groans, etc. These sounds all expressed 
different positive and negative emotions 
ranging from minimal to maximal emo-
tional intensity. They then examined 
how listeners perceived these sounds 
differently depending on the emotional 
intensity they expressed.

The team came to a surprising con-
clusion: at first, as the intensity of the 
emotions increased, participants' abil-
ity to judge them also improved, attain-
ing a kind of 'sweet spot' in perceiving 
moderate to strong emotions. When the 
emotions became maximally intense, 
however, their legibility decreased quite 
drastically. Lead author Natalie Holz of 
the Max Planck Institute for Empirical 
Aesthetics explains:

"Counterintuitively, we found that 
maximally intense emotions are not the 
easiest to infer meaning from. In fact, 

they are the most ambiguous of all."
And the paradox: For extremely intense 

emotions, neither their individual catego-
ries, such as surprise and triumph nor va-
lences, such as pleasantness and unpleas-
antness, could be distinguished reliably; 
nor could they be classified as being more 
positive or negative. Nevertheless, both the 
intensity itself and the state of arousal were 
perceived consistently and clearly.

Holz suggests a reason for this: "At 
peak intensity, the most vital job might 
be to detect big events and to assess rel-
evance. A more fine-grained evaluation 
of affective meaning may be secondary."

The research team's article, just pub-
lished in the journal Scientific Reports, 
makes clear that emotional intensity is a 
dominant factor in the perception of emo-
tion, but in a far more complex way than 
previously thought. This poses a chal-
lenge to prevailing theories of emotion. 
The study of emotional intensity, and of 
peak emotions, in particular, can enrich 
our understanding of the affective experi-
ence and how we communicate emotion.

Study finds 
paradoxical relationship 

between emotions, 
how they are perceived

Japan’s study shows 
hands-off formula holding potential 
in disciplining schoolchildren
Agencies

A 
study examining Japanese schools' 
hands-off approach when children 
fight showed it could create oppor-
tunities for autonomy and encour-

age ownership of solutions. This research 
also suggests a new strategy in handling kids 
squabbles in other countries.

Called mimamoru, the pedagogical strat-
egy is a portmanteau of the Japanese words 
mi, meaning watch, and mamoru, meaning 
guard or protect. It is generally understood as 
"teaching by watching" -- where adults, includ-
ing early childhood educators, intentionally 
let kids handle disagreements on their own to 
promote their learning through voluntary ex-
ploration and actions.

While not an official part of Japan's early 
childhood education and care (ECEC) curricu-
lum, it is treated as an implicit guideline. The 
approach reflects Japanese socialization prac-
tices at home and school, where it is a norm 
for grownups to wait for children to respond 
to problems and guide them to take ownership 
of their learning.

"This study aims to understand the reason 
why Japanese early childhood educators tend 
not to intervene, and how and in what contexts 
they do," said study author Fuminori Nakat-
subo, ECEC specialist and associate professor 
at Hiroshima University's Graduate School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences.

The researchers said insights gleaned from 
exploring the mimamoru approach could provide 
educators with fresh perspectives on disciplinary 
practices, particularly in countries where direct 
and immediate intervention is prioritized.

Maximising learning through minimal in-
tervention

A total of 34 Japanese and 12 US early child-
hood educators participated in focus groups that 
used modified video-cued multi-vocal ethnogra-
phy methods to scrutinise the non-intervention 
strategy. After watching a three-minute clip 
showing it in action at a private preschool in 
western Japan, the international mix of edu-

cators discussed non-verbal cues exhibited by 
the students and teachers and the timing of in-
tervention. Their findings are published in the 
Early Childhood Education Journal.

It may seem counterintuitive to just stand 
by when youngsters are in a tussle. But the ap-
proach sees conflicts as a valuable opportuni-
ty for learning which adults can rob kids from 
gaining if they immediately intercede. Step-
ping in and judging kids' behaviours may also 
inadvertently set them up as good and bad, im-
pacting relationships negatively.

The study noted that allowing children 
to experience a feeling of "It hurts!" (physi-
cal pain) or "Oh no, I shouldn't have done it!" 
(guilt) can be a teachable moment that physi-
cal fights do not solve any problem.

Mimamoru's three major characteristics
The researchers, however, clarified that 

"watching" doesn't mean that adults ignore the 
safety of children. Japanese educators intervene 
when the risk of physical harm caused by fighting 
is greater than the benefit for children to learn.

Japanese and US educators highlighted 
mimamoru's three major characteristics: tem-
porary, minimal intervention to reduce the 
immediate risk of physical harm; non-inter-
vention or staying out of the fight to encourage 
kids to solve their problem; and non-presence 
or leaving the children by themselves once de-
termined that they can sort out their dilemma 
without adult support.

Selecting which to apply among these 
three relies heavily on an educator's patience 
in balancing benefits vis-a-vis threats, careful 
observation of behaviours, and trust in the 
children's capacity to learn from their own ex-
periences.

"Although the mimamoru approach looks 
passive, it rather challenges educators to re-
main patient, watching and waiting for chil-
dren to think and act on their own. An under-
lying assumption of this Japanese practice 
is adults' trust in children's inherent good-
ness, more specifically, their ability to learn 
through everyday social interactions," the re-
searchers explained.
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G7 Nations Reach Historic Deal To 
Tax Multinational Corporations

Agencies

F
inance ministers from the 
Group of Seven (G7) rich 
nations reached a landmark 

accord on Saturday backing the 
creation of a global minimum 
corporate tax rate of at least 
15 percent in an effort to close 
cross-border tax loopholes used 
by some corporations.

“We … commit to a global mini-
mum tax of at least 15 percent on 
a country by country basis,” the 
G7 said in a statement at the con-
clusion of their London meeting.

Major economies are aiming to 
discourage multinationals from 
shifting profits – and tax revenues 
– to low-tax countries regardless 
of where their sales are made.

Increasingly, income from in-
tangible sources such as drug 
patents, software and royalties 
on intellectual property has mi-
grated to these jurisdictions, 
allowing companies to avoid 
paying higher taxes in their tra-
ditional home countries.

The G7 accord feeds into a 
much broader, existing effort. 
The Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
has been coordinating tax nego-
tiations among 140 countries for 
years on rules for taxing cross-
border digital services and curb-
ing tax-base erosion, including a 
global corporate minimum tax.

The G7 hopes to reach a final 
agreement at the July gather-
ing of the expanded G20 finance 
ministers group, it added. If a 
broad consensus is reached, it 
will be extremely hard for any 

low-tax country to try and block 
an agreement.

“I’m delighted to announce 
that G7 finance ministers … have 
reached a historic agreement to 
reform the global tax system,” 
said British finance minister Rishi 
Sunak, who chaired the two days 
of talks held in person after an 
easing of COVID-19 restrictions.

It was attended by counterparts 
from Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan and the United States.

Sunak said the G7 had agreed 
to make the global tax system “fit 
for the global digital age and cru-
cially to make sure that it’s fair so 
that the right companies pay the 
right tax in the right places”.

He thanked his counterparts for 
striking “a deal of historic signifi-
cance that finally brings our global 
tax system into the 21st century”.

The landmark move is aimed at 
getting multinationals – especially 
tech giants – to pay more into gov-
ernment coffers, which have been 
severely hit during the pandemic.

The talks have prepared the 
ground for a broader summit of 
G7 leaders in Cornwall, south-
west England, starting Friday.

US President Joe Biden is set 
to attend next week’s summit on 
his first foreign tour since taking 
office in January, while later on 
Saturday US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen will hold a press con-
ference following the G7 meeting.

Mixed reactions
Yellen said Saturday’s agreement 

“provides tremendous momen-
tum” towards reaching a global 
deal that “would end the race-to-
the-bottom in corporate taxation, 
and ensure fairness for the middle 
class and working people in the US 
and around the world”.

France hailed the agreement 
and claimed credit for acting as 
its catalyst.

“We made it! After 4 years of bat-
tle, a historic accord was reached 
with G7 member states,” French 
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire 
tweeted. “France can be proud!”

Rs 527 Cr Addl Investment For Rural 
Distribution Systems
Kansal Directs Speedy Completion Of Projects, Full Utilization Of Assets
SRINAGAR:  Principal Secretary Pow-
er Development Department (PDD), 
Rohit Kansal today chaired a meeting 
to review the progress on the ongo-
ing Centrally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS) of Power Department in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Managing Director of Kashmir/
Jammu Power Development Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL/JPDCL), Chief 
Engineers of Distribution Kashmir/
Jammu, Chief Engineers of Projects 
Kashmir/Jammu, Director Finance 
PDD, DG Planning PDD, Heads of Proj-
ect Implementing Agencies (PIAs) and 
other concerned attended the meeting 
in person and through virtual mode.

The Principal Secretary reviewed 
district-wise and circle-wise finan-
cial and physical status of the ongo-
ing works under different CSS being 
executed by different agencies in 
various districts and circles of the 
Union Territory.

At the outset, Chief Engineer Proj-
ects gave a detailed presentation 
about the status of projects with re-
spect of targets and achievements of 
the works being executed through 
different agencies under Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana, (DDU-
GY), PMDP, RAPDRP, RGGVY, IPDS and 
other schemes undertaken in PDD 
sector in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Principal Secretary was in-
formed that for distribution proj-
ects being executed circle-wise and 
district-wise under CSS Rs. 1576.96 
crores have been sanctioned for ru-
ral system strengthening projects 
while Rs. 1538.98 crores have been 
sanctioned for projects in urban ar-
eas. These include projects under 

Flagship CSS such as DDUGJY and 
IPDS and also special support to J&K 
under the Prime Minister’s Devel-
opment Programme (PMDP). These 
projects include creation of sub-
stations, augmentation of existing 
stations as well as strengthening of 
other infrastructure, new HT lines, 
AB cabling and other improvements.

While reviewing the progress of 
works, the Principal Secretary noted 
that despite the limitations caused 
by COVID, the department had not 
allowed the pace of development to 
flounder and nearly half of the proj-
ects were set for completion between 
September and December this year. 
While complimenting the staff for 
their efforts, he exhorted them to 
make up for the time lost during the 
lockdown and ensure that the projects 
were completed and put to use as early 
as possible. On the issue of handover-
takeover of Completed Towns under 
IPDS/PMDP, the Principal Secretary 
impressed upon the concerned offi-
cers to pace-up the handover/takeover 
process of the completed projects. He 
observed that the benefits of improved 
infrastructure would be enjoyed by the 
people only after the same had been 
integrated into the existing system and 
charged.

On the issue of RoW, the Principal 
Secretary directed the implementing 
agencies to prepare a list of RoWs 
to be submitted to MD KPDCL who 
would take up the RoW issue with 
the concerned officers of the areas for 
resolution of this pending issue.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Kan-
sal directed the officers to continuous-
ly monitor and redress all pending is-

sues which include compensation for 
land, forest clearances, cutting tress or 
any other issue and should be duly re-
flected in CAPEX Budget.

The meeting also held detailed 
discussions over the issues vis-a-vis 
status of projects sanctioned with 
current execution level, timeline for 
completion, augmentation, Feeder 
Segregation, Sub-Station Augmen-
tation Transformer, Status of 33KV 
and 11KV HT Lines and other issues 
involved in various PDD projects in 
both Jammu and Kashmir divisions.

The officers were directed that all 
the UCs must be updated and be sub-
mitted on time with the Government 
of India besides ensuring complianc-
es in maintain of accounts, timely 
audits and other reports.

The meeting also discussed some 
pending issues such as  release of land 
and tree Compensation for various 
sites; augmentation of Receiving that 
were delayed due to litigation, com-
pensation of Walnut Trees for 33kV 
line for Receiving Station Aripanthan 
and Waterwani and work of Receiving 
Station Arin under DDUGJY on hold for 
want of land compensation.

Under the Street Lighting Project 
taken under PMDP, the meeting was 
also informed that 24 works have been 
taken up at an estimated cost of Rs 21 
crore and upgradation of electrical in-
frastructure at Shrines in Urban areas 
/Towns sanctioned under PMDP-Ur-
ban/Rural an amount of Rs 1392 lakh 
sanctioned for 29 shrines, of which 24 
shrines have been completed.

The meeting also discussed the 
replacement of barbed wire and 
wooden poles.

RBI Lowers FY22 GDP 
Forecast To 9.5 Percent

NEW DELHI: The Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has cut its projec-
tion for gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth for fiscal 2021-22 
(FY22) to 9.5 per cent from the 
earlier forecast of 10.5 per cent. 
Consumer price inflation (CPI), 
the central bank said, is likely 
to be at 5.1 per cent in FY22 as 
compared to the earlier forecast 
of 5.2 per cent (5.2 per cent in 
Q1; 5.4 per cent in Q2; 4.7 per 
cent in Q3; and 5.3 per cent in 
Q4) with risks evenly balanced.

“Going forward, the infla-
tion trajectory is likely to be 
shaped by uncertainties im-
pinging on the upside and the 
downside. The rising trajecto-
ry of international commod-
ity prices, especially of crude, 
together with logistics costs, 
pose upside risks to the infla-
tion outlook,” the RBI said.

Adding: “Rural demand re-
mains strong and the expected 
normal monsoon bodes well 
for sustaining its buoyancy, 
going forward. The increased 
spread of COVID-19 infections 
in rural areas, however, poses 
downside risks.”

The lowering of GDP projec-
tions comes on the back of the 
second wave of Covid infections 
that brought the Indian econo-
my to a near standstill over the 
past few weeks. The GDP growth 
estimate is close to what most 
leading economists and broker-
ages have recently forecast.

Moody's, for instance, 
pegged India's GDP growth at 
9.3 per cent in FY22 and 7.9 
per cent in FY23.

"We expect a decline in eco-
nomic activity in the April-June 
quarter, followed by a rebound, 
resulting in real, inflation-ad-
justed GDP growth of 9.3 per 
cent in the fiscal year ending 
March 2022 and 7.9 per cent in 
fiscal 2022-23," it said.

The services PMI fell into 
the contraction zone of 46.1 
in May from 54 in April, while 
the manufacturing PMI mod-
erated to 50.8 from 55.5. The 
May economic data, accord-
ing to analysts at Nomura, 
shows a bigger impact on 
consumption and services, 
with manufacturing and the 
export sector holding steady, 
and importantly, the hit dur-
ing the second wave is signifi-
cantly less than the first wave 
across-the-board.

"The bottoming of the mobility 
indicators at end-May and the cal-
ibrated re-opening across states 
suggests that the worst might be 
over, although growth will likely 
rise only gradually in June. We 
maintain our view that the hit to 
growth in Q2 will be a fraction of 
what took place during the first 
wave (second wave hit of -3.8 
per cent q-o-q, verus first wave 
hit of -24.8 per cent in Q2 2020) 
and also lesser than currently 
feared by consensus," wrote Sonal 
Varma, managing director and 
chief India economist at Nomura, 
in a recent co-authored note with 
Aurodeep Nandi.

Meanwhile, Barclays re-
cently pegged India’s FY22 
GDP growth at 7.7 per cent 
in the bear-case scenario, if 
the country is hit by the third 
wave of the Covid pandemic 
going ahead, which assumes 
another wave of infections 
and a two-month period of 
restrictions that disrupt eco-
nomic activity in the second 
half of calendar year 2021 
(H2-21), evenly split between 
the third and the fourth quar-
ters (Q3 and Q4).  

Plea In SC For Moratorium 
On Classifying Loan 
Accounts As NPA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: A petition has been 
filed in the Supreme Court seek-
ing directions to the government 
to permit banks to offer a morato-
rium on payments to borrowers for 
the period from June to August this 
year due to the financial impact of 
the second wave of coronavirus.

The PIL, which is likely to be taken 
up in the coming days, sought direc-
tions to the Centre and the Reserve 
Bank of India to issue a notification to 
all the banks to refrain from classify-
ing any loan account as NPA for non-
payment of EMI from April to August 
at the very least in view of the effects 
of the pandemic on the middle class.

The plea also sought a direction 
to authorities concerned to con-
sider formulating a stimulus pack-
age that will help those aggrieved 
to move forward from the pangs 
of this second wave and a possible 
imminent third wave.

The petition filed by Trust Dis-
tress Management Collective, an 
NGO, claimed that scores of people 

from the middle class have availed 
loans from banks and their prime 
grievance is that they are facing 
extreme difficulty to pay the EMIs 
since the onset of the second wave 
of COVID-19, especially due to the 
stringent state-wise lockdowns.

It contended that the RBI had 
granted the relief of moratorium 
for three months, which was sub-
sequently extended to six months, 
and had also provided for the facil-
ity of restructuring loans last year 
when the situation was not as bad 
as it is in the second wave.

Ladakh Signs Pact With 
CESL For 5 MW Solar 
Power Project

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LEH: The Union Territory of 
Ladakh on Saturday signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Convergence 
Energy Services Ltd (CESL) 
for setting up of 5-MW Solar 
Power Plant at Zanskar in Kar-
gil, an official spokesman said.

The signing ceremony co-
inciding with world environ-
ment day was virtually held 
between Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council (LA-
HDC), Kargil and CESL in the 
presence of Lt Governor R K 
Mathur, the spokesman said.

Addressing the event, 
Mathur shared that this is 
the first of many such proj-
ects in Ladakh's endeavour 
to achieve carbon neutrality 
and thanked CESL for taking 
up the challenge of working in 
the harsh terrain of Zanskar.

He said the CESL's objectives 
and profile matches the needs 
of Ladakh viz decentralised-
efficient energy generation, 
rural solutions and innovative 
financing models.

The Lt Governor stressed on 
Ladakh's potential in renew-

able energies such as solar, 
wind, hydro and geothermal 
and spoke of the projects be-
ing conceptualized with the 
help of the Solar Energy Cor-
poration India (SECI) and ex-
pected projects with National 
Thermal Power Corporation 
Limited (NTPCL) and other 
possible projects with CESL.

The Lt Governor said the de-
centralised availability of pow-
er will not only cater to needs 
of lighting, cooking, irrigation 
and food processing industries 
but also boost tourism oppor-
tunities to achieve a holistic 
development of the region.

Mathur also spoke of the 
successful decentralized solar 
power project in Latoo village, 
Kargil which today caters to 
the villages' drinking and ir-
rigation needs and stated that 
such models may be repli-
cated in other villages with 
similar requirements and ex-
pressed hope for the immedi-
ate and successful implemen-
tation of the project.

He also requested CESL to 
study this model and advise 
UT Administration on the best 
way forward.

Home Delivery Of Food 
Important Model For 
Future, Says ITC Hotels

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KOLKATA: ITC Hotels on Saturday 
launched a curated "Feel-Good" 
menu of food items on the World 
Environment Day aiming at sustain-
ability of local producers, and assert-
ed that home delivery will continue 
to be an important offering in future.

Various restrictions to combat the 
Covid-19 have encouraged luxury 
hotels to introduce home delivery in 
tie-up with food delivery platforms.

ITC Hotels Responsible Luxury 
philosophy pledges to strengthen 
local products and 'Made In India' 
artisanal products. Feel Good sup-
ports local farmers, and producers, 
reduces environmental impact and 
helps minimize carbon footprint, a 
senior company official said.
"Home delivery will continue to be an 
important offering in future as remote 
working has become a way of life.

We have learnt a unique way to 
reach out to our diners who may like 
to eat in the comfort of their homes," 
ITC Hotels Corporate Executive Chef, 

Manisha Bhasin, told PTI on the 
launch of the Feel-Good menu.

However, the hotel arm of the 
Rs 45,000 crore conglomerate did 
not speculate about its future rev-
enue contributions.

"With the changing environ-
ment, diners have taken a strong 
liking for our takeaway menus, 
serving the best from ITC Hotels 
kitchens. Crafted with care and 
handled with utmost hygiene to 
ensure wellbeing, the mindfully 
curated menu ensures a unique 
food experience," Bhasin said.

Covid-19 had reignited health 
consciousness among consumers 
and that encouraged the luxury ho-
tel to look back to traditional meth-
ods of healthy food and cooking.

"From the healthy grains and 
flaxseed, amaranth and chia muf-
fins and croissants, to integrating 
the ancient goodness much deep-
er, the Feel-Good menu lays em-
phasis on ancient practice of slow 
cooking using local and seasonal 
ingredients," the official said.

Choksi Slips Away From 
India's Clutch Again

A
fter a Dominican High Court 
adjourned the hearing in 
fugitive businessman Me-

hul Choksi's case, the eight mem-
ber team of CBI, ED and MEA are 
now en route to India, without the 
diamond jeweller that duped mil-
lions in the PNB multi-crore fraud.

The next hearing has been ad-
journed in the matter to June 14.

According to agencies sources, 
the private Qatar jet left from 
Dominica on Thursday along with 
the eight member team of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), Enforcement Directorate, 
Ministry of External Affairs offi-
cials and two CRPF commandos.

The team of Indian officials had 
landed in Dominica on Saturday 
with a set of documents relating to 
the case of Choksi. On Thursday, Do-
minican High Court Judge Bernie Ste-

phenson adjourned the habeas cor-
pus hearing of Choksi, who is wanted 
in India in the Rs 13,500 crore Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) fraud case.

According to Antigua News 
Room, a news outlet based in the 
Caribbean island, it was adjourned 
to allow lawyers for Choksi and the 
Dominican government to agree on 
the language to be used with re-
spect to the injunction filed to pre-
vent his removal from Dominica.

It said that both parties are ex-
pected to meet to discuss the mat-
ter and to inform the judge, who 
will set a new court date.

Choksi, who is wanted in India 
by the CBI and the ED in connec-
tion with the PNB fraud case, had 
gone missing on May 23 from 
Antigua sparking a massive man-
hunt. He was captured in Domi-
nica on May 26. (IANS)

How Opening A Fitness Franchise Now Is A Good Investment Opportunity

M
ost investors want 
to invest in ways 
that would gener-
ate high returns 

with little or no risk. With the 
pandemic hovering around us, 
making an investment in the 
fitness segment could be an 
ideal choice, believes an expert.

Fitness is one of the fastest-
growing industries as people 
of all ages have become aware 
of the importance of keeping 
themselves healthy, fit and safe. 
Investing in a fitness franchise, 
for instance, could be an ideal 
opportunity to generate good 
returns as demand would soar 
over time. The risks are low and 
the returns are high. You not only 
generate good income, but you 
contribute to the social good.

Praveen Chirania, Founder, 
Muscle and Strength India, out-

lines how this investment could 
be beneficial:

Many benefits flow from a 
fitness franchise model. The 
franchise owner has done the 
heavy lifting, which allows 
you to capitalize on the mar-
ket without putting in years of 
establishing a brand. With an 
established brand comes cus-
tomer loyalty and wider reach. 
Franchises can help provide 
a blueprint for success. The 
business as well as branding 
through ambassadors are al-
ready built and has a rich his-
tory. All that franchisee has to 
do is to market a product that 
is already popular. This means 
you can spend more energy on 
focusing on other areas of your 
business and less on market-
ing yourself and your business.

Fitness franchisees have the 

opportunity to drive profitabil-
ity by choosing a franchise with 
a great business model. The fit-
ness industry has a vast pool of 
opportunities for revenue. When 
you own a fitness health club 
franchise, you generate bulk of 
your revenue from member-

ship fees. However, good health 
club models understand that 
there are other ways to enhance 
revenue like health and weight 
loss products, personal training, 
classes, brand name apparel, 
and amenities like day care. 
Nowadays people prefer a lot 

of supplements over and above 
the normal fitness routine and 
like to stay fit over a longer term. 
All these are diverse and stable 
sources of revenue.

Successful franchise models, 
with experience, provide their 
franchise owners a turn-key 
type operation. The majority of 
fitness franchises provides the 
blueprint for success and assist 
with financing, selection of lo-
cation, equipment leasing, and 
marketing. This means when 
the doors open, you are ready to 
go and the business should be 
able to run itself. This is almost 
an automatic process.

There are few businesses 
where you can help make a 
change in people's lives. People 
join a health club to be health-
ier, have better self-esteem, 
and reduce stress. When you 

own a fitness business, you are 
truly having an impact on your 
members. The overall goal of 
investing in a fitness business 
has a social benefit to it too as 
it would reach more people to 
take care of their health. Many 
fitness franchise owners also 
enjoy their time at work and 
look forward to it.

Having competent and dedi-
cated staff can ensure that 
business runs smoothly. A lot 
of the revenue is generated on 
through automatic payments 
and so control of sales is less. 
This means more time to spend 
with family or on other busi-
ness ventures.

A franchisor offers support 
throughout the whole journey 
from before you open your out-
let to beyond. Business support, 
marketing materials and direc-

tion, and training are all readily 
available from the franchisor. 
You're investing in a proven 
business model, one of the 
main reasons why a person may 
choose to go into a business 
with a franchise. A franchise is 
also a lucrative career oppor-
tunity that will provide all the 
industry-specific training you 
need to run a successful busi-
ness. The idea is that the busi-
ness owner has already gone 
through the process of creating 
the brand, raising awareness, 
and gaining customer loyalty. 
Essentially, franchising shows 
you how to replicate the fran-
chisor's success. Make it fast, 
own a fitness franchisee and 
help people maintain their 
health. The pandemic is the 
most pressing reason to venture 
out into this business. (IANS)

(An Opportunity In Adversity)
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Covid-19 On Decline
Baramulla 140, Budgam 136, Pulwama 107, 

Kupwara 125, Anantnag 95, Bandipora 43, 
Ganderbal 54, Kulgam 59, Shopian 14, Jammu 
106, Udhampur 28, Rajouri 80, Doda 51, 
Kathua 39, Samba 11, Kishtwar 28, Poonch 59, 
Ramban 33 and Reasi detected 18 fresh cases 
of infection.

Also, the officials said, 2615 more patients 
have recovered—842 from Jammu Division and 
1773 from Kashmir, leaving the total covid-19 
active cases to 33276 in J&K—12229 in Jammu 
and 21047 in Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the officials said that one new 
confirmed case of mucormycosis was reported 
on Saturday, raising the cumulative number of 
confirmed cases to 15 in J&K.

Shopian, Ganderbal
in the age group of 45 years and above, the Div 

Com, he said, directed other district administra-
tions to pace up the vaccination coverage in this 
age group on a war footing basis.

“The Div Com stressed for further augmenta-
tion in their efforts by involving all the line de-
partments in their districts in order to achieve 
100 percent vaccination coverage by the end of 
next week to reduce the risk of transmission of 
this dreadful virus from Kashmir division,” the 
official spokesperson said.

He further said that Pole exhorted upon 
the other districts to emulate the Ganderbal/
Shopian model for achieving 100 percent cov-
erage in their respective districts.

Centre Extending
Union territory have been upgraded with 

necessary medical infrastructure, including 
augmentation of oxygen supply and increased 
bed strength, to provide for more patients.

Singh, the minister of state in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, made the remarks during a 
visit to Kathua district which is part of his home 
constituency, Udhampur. He handed over Rs 10 
lakh to Kathua Deputy Commissioner Rahul 
Yadav as contribution for the wards of Covid 
victims.

During his visit, the minister also met a 
group of children who had lost their earning 
parents during the pandemic.

“The country is going through trying times 
due to the second wave of coronavirus. Jammu 
province has also recorded a high positivity 
rate during this wave in which many lost their 
family’s breadearners, making life difficult for 
them,” he said.

Singh said it was not in any way possible to 
compensate for the loss of near and dear ones, 
but “we have sought to make a very small and a 
humble effort to stand by these children”.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi had taken 
the lead in coming forward to announce sub-
stantial financial support for such children and 
this humane move inspired all of us to contrib-
ute or do whatever possible within our means 
to help those affected by the unprecedented 
calamity,” he said.

Singh said the central government is con-
tinuously extending all possible help to Jammu 
and Kashmir in its fight against Covid.

To provide immediate relief, Government of 
India has authorised members of Parliament 
to reallocate Rs 2.5 crore of MPLAD funds for 
Covid mitigation efforts in their constituencies 
and it has helped to provide necessary medical 
and healthcare equipment, he added.

The minister expressed satisfaction that the 
recent Covid surge in the Union territory has 
been on a progressive decline during the last 
two weeks. (PTI)

183 Detained During
Most of the shops, and other business estab-

lishments remained closed on Saturday while 
public transport was off the roads in wake of 
the weekend curfew imposed by authorities 

to combat the spread of Covid-19, reports said 
Saturday. At most places, reports said, police 
and paramilitary men were deployed in big 
numbers to enforce corona curfew and restrict 
the movement of people.

At many places, forces had blocked roads and 
important crossings with barbed wire and ar-
moured vehicles. However, essential and emer-
gency services were allowed.

In a statement issued to media here, a po-
lice spokesperson said that during the last 24 
hours, police have arrested 187 persons, lodged 
97 FIRs and also realized fine to the tune of 
Rs 3, 09,140 from 2543 people throughout 
the Kashmir valley for violating the various 
Covid-19 related rules and guidelines.

“The special drive against the violators of 
Covid-19 guidelines/rules continued through-
out all the districts of Kashmir Valley to ensure 
that people adhere to SOPs/guidelines envis-
aged by the government to curb COVID-19 pan-
demic,” he said.

Last week, the government ordered com-
plete ‘Corona’ with no movement of people 
except for permissible activities from Friday 
8p.m. to Monday 7 a.m. till further orders.

Cab Falls Off
Party (ROP) of the Territorial Army.
Laying ropes, the troops went down the 90 

degree steep slope and located five of the six 
passengers, he said, adding three were found 
dead on the spot and two seriously injured 
were given first aid before they were evacuated 
to district hospital Ramban, where one of them 
was declared brought dead.

He said the army rescue party was immedi-
ately joined by police, CRPF and local volun-
teers and later one more body was found en-
tangled in the wreckage of the mangled vehicle 
from the river.

Police identified three of the deceased as 
CRPF head constable Shagun Kumar of Kangra 
(Himachal Pradesh), Vaneet Kour of Gupkar 
(Srinagar) and Garu Ram of Talab Tillo (Jammu).

The other two deceased have been identi-
fied as Mohammad Rafi of Uri (Baramulla) and 
Sanjeev Kumar of Reasi who is working as a fol-
lower in 16th Battalion IRP.

The injured, Ajeet Kumar, a resident of 
Billawar (Kathua) posted in third battalion 
Indian Reserve Police (IRP), is being referred to 
Jammu for specialised treatment, police said.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on Saturday expressed 
grief over the accident and directed the depart-
ments concerned to carry out road safety audit 
and rectification measures within a week.

“Saddened by the loss of lives in Ramban 
road accident. My condolences to bereaved 
families. I have directed the concerned depart-
ments to carry out road safety audit and recti-
fication measures within a week,” the L-G said 
on Twitter.

Sinha also directed for launching road safety 
awareness campaign on such stretches to check 
accidents caused due to human errors.

LG Seeks Help
also appealed to the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir, especially the youth, to take initia-
tives aimed at restoring the ecosystems every-
where for reviving the human-nature relation-
ships at the local as well as regional level. He 
further said that the LG maintained that be-
sides the government, environmental experts 
and practitioners, the power to revitalize envi-
ronment also lies with the people.

“Jammu and Kashmir is known for its rich 
ecosystems, such as lakes and forests, which 
needs to be conserved for present and future 
generations. On this day, let us pledge to keep 
working to restore and rejuvenate our ecosys-
tems and make the earth a better place to live 
in,” the LG said, as per the official spokesperson.

“Initiatives like tree planting activities in 
homes, schools, colleges, and public spaces, 

cleaning drives in water bodies, rivers, canals 
and ensuring proper waste disposal will prove 
to be decisive in protection and revival of eco-
systems around us, for the benefit of people 
and nature,” he added.

Sinha, he said, also added that the environ-
ment conservation and restoration efforts of 
the government through awareness, outreach 
programmes, and scientific work are yielding 
tangible positive impact on habitat rejuvena-
tion and mitigation of climate change.

“Only with healthy ecosystems, we can en-
hance people’s livelihoods, counteract climate 
change, and stop biodiversity loss. It is not only 
about restoring depleted ecosystems, but also 
about restoring people’s connection with na-
ture and make it last forever to achieve sustain-
able development goals,” the LG said.

Pertinently, World Environment Day is be-
ing celebrated globally on 5th June, 2021 with 
focus on ‘Ecosystem Restoration’. The day 
commemorates the Stockholm Conference on 
Human Environment held in 1972.

Over the years, it has become the world’s 
largest platform for environmental public out-
reach. The United Nations General Assembly 
has proclaimed the years 2021-2030 as the UN 
Decade on Ecosystem restoration for protec-
tion and revival of ecosystems all around the 
world.

Massive Hunt
were sent on its recent-trail to identify the 

possible routes used by the man-eaters, but 
somehow nothing much was established.

An official told Kashmir Observer that the 
forest department has already set-up a few 
camera traps, heavy machinery and sharp-
shooters in order to try and spot the leop-
ards, but the beasts have somehow managed 
to elude all these traps placed by the Wildlife 
Department.

“The team stumbled upon a leap of foot-
prints of around 4 leopards---all considered to 
be adults. Of these, the 3 are considered to be 
active leopards,” the official said.

“This has once again left the chasing party to 
be confused on which of the 4 is a man-eater 
but this trend has helped to sabotage the grow-
ing blur---Three of the leopards appear to hunt 
in packs maybe because of the dwindling habi-
tat,” he said.

Deputy Commissioner Budgam, Shahbaz Ali 
Mirza told Kashmir Observer that he has di-
rected the SSP Budgam to provide manpower 
to the Wildlife Department in carrying out the 
search operation.

“We have given the chasing party a full hand for 
elimination of the wild beasts if they fail to cap-
ture them alive,” he said.

Ifshana Diwan, the Wildlife Warden of the 
area said that leopards have grown in number 
in the area and for them livestock and human 
beings, have become two easy targets.

“We are using all available clues to eliminate 
the beasts as soon as possible; the CCTV foot-
age in the area is also being used as evidence 
of the present movement of animals,” she said, 
adding “Besides this massive search in Ompora, 
we have launched small intensity operations in 
Khansahib, Sebdan and Patwav”

DFO PP Budgam, Arshad Katoo said that the 
reason the forest team saw so many paw prints 
could be because there’s an abundance of stray 
cows and rabbits roaming in the area.

“Usually, this is what lures the leopards into 
becoming man-eaters,” Katoo added.

Leopard Caught
was roaming in the residential areas of 

Khansahib and other adjoining areas posing a 
threat to the locals especially children.

“The wild animal was captured alive with-
out causing any injury. The locals of the area 
heaved a sigh of relief after the wild animal 
was captured,” he added.

J&K Among 
(50 to 64 scores) in 2019-20, officials said.
The SDG goal three of the 2030 agenda, 

which is related to “good health and well be-
ing” of people, addresses all major health pri-
orities, including reproductive, maternal and 
child health; communicable and non-com-
municable environmental diseases; universal 
health coverage and access for all to save; ef-
fective, quality and affordable medicines and 
vaccines, senior officials in the health depart-
ment said.

They said that despite challenges, J&K per-
formed better than many states and UTs in the 
index.

The Index for SDGs evaluates progress of 
states and union territories on social, economic 
and environmental parameters. The report re-
veals that Jammu and Kashmir has left states 
like Maharashtra, Telangana, West Bengal and 
several others behind.

“The multipronged strategy has been adopt-
ed by the government of Jammu and Kashmir 
for revamping the health sector by improving 
governance, huge upgradation of health infra-
structure, improvement in supply chain mech-
anism and other reforms in the health care de-
livery system,” a senior officer said.

This has led to improvement in the overall 
position of the UT, they said.

The under-five mortality rate of Jammu and 
Kashmir is 23 (per 1000 live births) as com-
pared to the National average of 36 (per 1000 
live births).

Like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and Ladakh, 
J&K has achieved the global target of reducing 
under-five mortality rate to 25 (per 1000 live 
births, the report said.

Full immunisation of the children in the age 
group of nine to 11 months aims to end pre-
ventable deaths of newborns and those under 
five years of age, it said adding that 100 percent 
immunisation coverage (BCG, measles, and 
three doses each of polio and DPT) is a prereq-
uisite to achieve this global target.

According to Routine Immunisation 
Programme Dashboard (Health Management 
Information System), the UT has achieved the 
global target of 100 percent immunisation 
of the children in the age group of nine to 11 
months after Maharashtra and Ladakh.

The UTs of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 
lead among all the UTs with HIV incidence as 
low as 0.02 per 1000 un-infected population. 
Jammu and Kashmir is closest to achieving the 
global target of zero HIV incidence, which aims 
to end the epidemic of AIDS by 2030, the report 
reflects.

Kerala, Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh 
and Ladakh are the only other States with 
HIV incidence of 0.02 per 1000 un-infected 
population.

According to the Health Management 
Information System (HMIS) 94.6 percent of 
the total reported deliveries happened in 
health institutions in the UT of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“J&K has improved its ranking in almost all 
sectors, its performance is excellent in the sec-
tors like health, agricultural productions, edu-
cation, renewal energy, providing civic ame-
nities, enhancing forest cover, and ensuring 
gender equality during the last year,” the Niti 
Aayog report said.

This positive stride towards achieving the 
targets is largely driven by exemplary coun-
trywide performance in clean water and sani-
tation, and affordable and clean energy, Niti 
Aayog said in a statement.

In the year 2019, annual drop cases in the 
secondary level were 24.81 percent but these 
cases have come down to 17.81 percent in the 
last one year.

Furthermore, the pupil-teacher ratio at the 
secondary level has also improved to 12:1 in 

the Union Territory. Now, 84 percent of schools 
have electricity and drinking water facilities, it 
added.

Like other parts of the country, J&K is also 
confronting the problem of gap between male, 
female ratio.

This ratio has improved to 927 females 
against 1,000 males in this fiscal year in com-
parison 917 in the previous one. Furthermore, 
crime against women also declined during the 
last year, it said.

Plague In Pandemic
fact that we belong to a patriarchal society 

where we consider our women the repository 
of honour.”

Interestingly, a NCRB (National Crime Record 
Bureau) report last year blamed the law-en-
forcing agencies for slow progress in inves-
tigations into the crimes against women in 
Kashmir.

According to the report, the erstwhile state 
witnessed as many as 3069 cases of crime 
against women including rapes, molestation, 
and domestic violence in 2019. Of which 1589 
are pending investigation.

Data revealed that investigation into 1732 
cases of crime against women has been pend-
ing since 2018.

Interestingly, 12518 cases of crime against 
women have been pending in courts of J&K. 
Different courts completed the trial in 1353 
cases in 2019.

NCRB figures further revealed that 70 per-
sons have been convicted of crimes against 
women, while 17 were discharged and 2506 
acquitted.

Although the government has set-up “One 
Stop Centre” in each district to help women in 
distress, many districts are yet to come up with 
such a centre.

“Unless there is a proper system in place to 
report these women-related crimes,” Mehjoor 
said, “the cases will continue to rise.”

IED Defused
any tragedy could take place, and later sani-

tized the area, he added.

3 Pulwama Youth
lone, Mudsir Ahamad Lone, son of Noor 

Muhammad Lone, residents of Kakapora 
Pulwama and Sameer Ahmed Lone, son of 
Bashir Ahmed Lone of Lelhar Pulwama.

The official said that the youth were already 
in police custody and were booked under PSA 
after ascertaining their involvement in ‘stone 
pelting’. They were shifted to Kot Bhalwal Jail 
on Friday.

Notably, three Al-Badr militants were killed 
in Kakapora Pulwama on April 02 this year. 
After the encounter, stone pelting incident 
took place in the area following which several 
youths were arrested.

Preacher Sarjan
in affirmative about the elderly having 

reached his home.
Pertinently, Barkati was released after four 

years of detention in October 2020 after he 
was arrested during the civilian uprising in the 
aftermath of the killing of Hizb commander 
Burhan Wani in 2016.

2 OGWs Held
recovered from a dumper (JKO2BB-0949) at 

Lower Munda crossing Qazigund,” Kashmir po-
lice posted on its official Twitter handle.

It also said that militant associates— Zahid 
Nabi and Mehraj-ud-Din have been arrested 
and further investigations are in progress.

Falling Chinar
Locals tried to evacuate him to hospital, 

however, he died on spot, reports said. The 
deceased was working as PSO in the Police 
Department. (KNT)

GMC Jammu 
Conducts Nine 
Surgeries Of 
Mucormycosis
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Department of ENT and 
Head Neck Surgery of Government 
Medical College Jammu have so far 
operated 9 patients of Mucormycosis 
(confirmed and suspected).

Various surgical procedures like 
endoscopic approach, open ap-
proach and combined approach 
were done to treat patients of 
Mucormycosis.

As per the specialists, who 
managed patients down with the 
Black Fungus at the Hospital, it 
was tracked down that the great-
er part of these cases was found 
in COVID-19 recovered patients. 
They said that with a prolonged 
high dose of steroids given dur-
ing COVID treatment, the fun-
gus effectively enters the body 
through the nose of patients with 
co-morbidities like diabetes, ma-
lignancy and low immunity. The 
fungus later contaminates the eyes 
and brain, making the patient lose 
sight or life.

Microbiology team included Dr. 
Shashi Sudhan Sharma, (Principal 
GMC Jammu and HOD), Surgical 
team included Dr. Parmod Kalsotra 
(HOD), Dr. Padam Singh and Dr. 
Sonika Kanotra, Anaesthesia 
team included Dr. Samriti Gulati 
(HOD), Pathology team includ-
ed Dr. Subhash Bhardwaj (HOD), 
Ophthalmology team included Dr 
Satish Gupta (HOD) , Medicine team 
included Dr. Vijay Kundal ( HOD) 
and Dr. Fayaz Wani  along with team 
of other faculty members, Senior 
and Junior Residents.

93 Former Civil Servants Writes To PM, Raise 
Concerns Over Developments In Lakshadweep
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A group of 93 former 
civil servants wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Saturday, expressing 
"deep concern" over what they called 
were "disturbing developments" in the 
Union Territory of Lakshadweep in the 
name of "development".

They have urged the prime minister to en-
sure an appropriate development model, in 
consultation with the islanders with empha-
sis on access to safe and secure healthcare, 
education and just governance among others.

Asserting that Lakshadweep occupies 
a unique place in India's geographic and 
cultural diversity, the group highlighted 
drafts of three regulations introduced by P 
K Patel after assuming additional charge of 
Administrator of Lakshadweep in December 
2020. Patel is also the Administrator of Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu.

Since taking charge, he has introduced 
drafts of the Lakshadweep Development 
Authority Regulation (LDAR), the 
Lakshadweep Prevention of Anti-Social 
Activities Regulation (commonly known 
as PASA or the Goonda Act elsewhere), and 
the Lakshadweep Animal Preservation 
Regulation (LAPR), as well as an amend-
ment to the Lakshadweep Panchayat 
Regulations that have generated wide-
spread anxiety on the island and the na-
tion at large, they have said in the letter.

"These drafts have been introduced 
without local consultation and are pres-
ently with the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
government of India for necessary ap-
provals," said the letter written by for-
mer civil servants under the aegis of 
Constitutional Conduct Group (CCG).

A copy of the letter has been shared 
with Home Minister Amit Shah and 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Minister Prakash Javadekar. Claiming 
that there has been no development in 

Lakshadweep for the past 70 years, the 
LDAR reflects a model of land and tourism 
development which includes resorts, hotels 
and beachfronts on the "Maldives model" 
unmindful of the differences between the 
two island groups in size, population, num-
ber of islands and their spread, it said.

"We write to you today to register our 
deep concern over disturbing develop-
ments taking place in the pristine Union 
Territory (UT) of Lakshadweep in the 
name of 'development', the letter said.

Former National Security Adviser 
Shivshankar Menon, former Prasar 
Bharati CEO Jawhar Sircar, ex-Foreign 
Secretary Sujatha Singh, former Adviser 
to prime minister T K A Nair and former 
Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat 
Habibullah are among the 93 signatories.

Lakshadweep is an ecologically sen-
sitive coral archipelago located off the 
Malabar coast consisting of 36 islands (of 
which 10 are inhabited and one developed 
as a tourist resort) spread out over 32 sq. 
kms. in the Indian Ocean, with a Muslim 
majority population of around 65,000 that 
is matrilineal, largely egalitarian, and eth-
nically close to Kerala, from where it was 
ruled through much of its history, it said.

Concerns over dispossession of land, 
predatory corporate development and de-
struction of the environment have been 
compounded by the draft PASA, a preven-
tive detention regulation that enables the 
Administrator to detain any person for up to 
a year for common crimes (like anti-social 
behaviour, smuggling contraband drugs and 
liquor, involvement in immoral traffic, land 
grabbing, cyber-crimes, sexual offences or 
damaging the environment), the group said.

Other regulations proposed by the 
Administrator target food and dietary habits 
and religious injunctions of the local island-
ers, 96.5% of whom are Muslims, it said.

The LAPR will, if passed into law, effec-
tively ban the killing of bovine animals and 

prohibit the consumption, storage, trans-
port or sale of cattle meat in an island envi-
ronment where there are inherent limits to 
livestock development, the letter said.

No such prohibitions apply to several 
states in the North-East and even the 
state of Kerala next door, it said.

A ban on the sale and consumption of alco-
hol in keeping with the religious sensitivities 
of the overwhelmingly Muslim population 
has been lifted, once again ostensibly to pro-
mote tourism, giving both the beef ban and 
lifting of prohibition on alcohol an avoidable 
communal colour in a sensitive maritime 
region where communal disharmony could 
harm national security, the letter said.

The changes being proposed by the 
Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021 for 
elections to gram panchayats that will dis-
qualify candidates with more than two chil-
dren from contesting seats for the gram pan-
chayat too have been proposed without any 
local consultation or taking into account local 
sensitivities, it said. Each of these measures 
smacks not of development but of alien and 
arbitrary policy making, in violation of estab-
lished practices that respect the environment 
and society of Lakshadweep, the letter said.

Taken together, the actions and far-
reaching proposals of the Administrator, 
without due consultation with the island-
ers, constitute an onslaught on the very 
fabric of Lakshadweep society, economy 
and landscape as if the islands were just a 
piece of real estate for tourists and tourism 
investors from the outside world, it said.

We urge that these measures be with-
drawn forthwith, the UT be provided with 
a full-time, people-sensitive and responsive 
Administrator, and that an appropriate de-
velopment model that emphasises access to 
safe and secure healthcare, education, just 
governance, food security and livelihood op-
tions linked to the ecosystem, in consultation 
with islanders, be put in place, building on 
the achievements thus far, the letter said.

New Online Tax Payment System, 
Mobile App To Be Launched Later: 
CBDT On Upcoming E-Filing Portal

Press trust of India

New Delhi: The CBDT on 
Saturday said a proposed new 
online tax payment system 
and a mobile app on its soon-
to-be launched advanced e-
filing website will be activated 
on June 18 even as the portal 
will go live on Monday.

The new e-filing link -- www.
incometax.gov.in -- will replace 
the HYPERLINK "http://existing 
www.incometaxindiaefiling.
gov.in" from June 7.

"It is clarified that the new 
tax payment system will be 
launched on June 18, 2021 af-
ter the advance tax instalment 
date to avoid any taxpayer in-
convenience," the CBDT said 
in a statement.

It had earlier said that the 
upcoming website will enable 
a new online tax payment sys-
tem with multiple new pay-
ment options using net bank-
ing, UPI, credit card and RTGS/
NEFT from any account of 
taxpayer in any bank, for easy 
payment of taxes.

"The mobile app will also 
be released subsequent to the 
initial launch of the portal, to 
enable taxpayers to get famil-
iar with the various features," 
the CBDT said.

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) frames policy for 
the Income Tax Department and 
the e-filing website is used by 
the taxpayers to file their tax re-
turns and perform other trans-
actions with the department.

"Familiarisation with the 
new system may take some 

time, so, the department re-
quests the patience of all tax-
payers/stakeholders for the 
initial period after the launch 
of the new portal and while 
other functionalities get re-
leased since this is a major 
transition," the statement 
said.

It said the new website is 
aimed at "providing taxpayer 
convenience and a mod-
ern, seamless experience to 
taxpayers".

It is another initiative by the 
CBDT towards providing ease 
of compliance to its taxpay-
ers and other stakeholders, it 
added.

The new taxpayer-friendly 
portal is integrated with im-
mediate processing of Income 
Tax Returns (ITRs) to issue 
quick refunds to taxpayers and 
all interactions and uploads or 
pending actions will be dis-
played on a single dashboard 
for follow-up action by the 
taxpayer, it said.

It will also have a free ITR 
preparation software with 
interactive questions to help 
taxpayers to file ITRs 1, 4 (on-
line and offline) and ITR 2 (of-
fline) to begin with and the 
facility for preparation of ITRs 
3, 5, 6, 7 will be made available 
shortly, the statement said.

Taxpayers will be able to 
proactively update their pro-
file to provide certain details 
of income including salary, 
house property, business/pro-
fession which will be used in 
pre-filling their ITR in the new 
web port.
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T20 World Cup Set To Be 
Moved Out Of India, Oman 
Added As 4th Venue

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The marquee T20 
World Cup in October-November 
is set to be shifted to the UAE and 
Oman with the BCCI having inter-
nally intimated the ICC to go ahead 
with its preparation due to a tricky 
COVID-19 situation in India.

While the UAE was always the 
first backup option, Oman’s capi-
tal Muscat has been added as the 
fourth venue, apart from Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai, and Sharjah, for the 
tournament that will start in the 
last week of October.

“Yes, the BCCI, during the ICC 
board meeting, has formally asked 
for a four-week window to take a 
final call but, internally, they have 
said that they would like to keep the 
hosting rights and wouldn’t mind the 
tournament being held in UAE and 
Oman,” a senior board official, privy 
to ICC board developments, told PTI 
on the condition of anonymity.

He said that Muscat has been 
zeroed in specifically for the pre-
liminary rounds of the 16-team 
competition, which will also allow 
the three UAE grounds to get suf-

ficient time to freshen up after 31 
IPL games.

“If IPL finishes by October 10, 
then the UAE leg of World T20 can 
start off in November which would 
give three weeks’ time to the pitch-
es to be spruced up for the global 
event. In the meanwhile, the first 
week can be held in Oman,” he said.

A majority of the ICC board 
members believe that India is try-
ing to bide time as they take stock 
of the situation at a time when it is 
very difficult to predict how things 
pan out in October-November.

“If you think about it practical-
ly, India is now reporting around 
120,000 plus cases which is close 
to one third of what was being re-
ported at the end of April and start 
of this month.

“But sitting on June 28, if you say 
“yes” to holding the World T20 in In-
dia, how can you predict the health 
situation in October if there is a third 
wave,” the seasoned official asked.

The second question is if the 
BCCI is wary of resuming the eight-
team IPL in September in India, 
how can it hold a 16-team event in 
the country within a month’s time.

“Look, everyone including BCCI 
brass knows that monsoon is not a 
good enough reason and it is CO-
VID-19, with almost 2500 crore 
revenue riding on the tournament.

“In a 16-team event, if there is 
one team that gets affected in bub-
ble with multiple cases, it won’t be 
like IPL. For weaker national teams, 
you won’t get ready replacements 
outside 14 or 15 men. There are 
teething issues,” an official of an 
associate nation, which is a part of 
the tournament, said.

Another “elephant in the room” 
is how many overseas players 
would like to risk coming to India 
for the tournament if the situation 
doesn’t improve drastically.

“They would certainly come and 
play the IPL in the UAE and would 
be more than happy to play the 
T20 World Cup over there.

“But one can be rest assured that 
there would apprehensions with 
regards to health safety with play-
ers’ families and their boards and 
the local cricket association would 
give them an update on health 
threat perceptions. It would be eas-
ier said than done,” the official said..

Anantnag To Get AstroTurf For National, 
International Sports Events: DG YS&S
Agencies

ANANTNAG: Director General, 
Youth Services and Sports, Dr. Sal-
eem ur Rehman on Saturday said 
that Anantnag district will get an 
AstroTurf stadium soon for national 
and international sports events.

He told reporters during his 
visit to Nowgam Shangus Anantnag 
Playing Field, which is being to up-
graded to a full Stadium.

AstroTurf or artificial turf is a 
surface of synthetic fibers made to 
look like natural grass. It is often 
used in arenas and stadiums for 
sports that are normally played on 
grass.

The DG impressed upon the 
District Youth Services and 
Sports officer, Anantnag to frame 
new estimates for different in-
door and outdoor sports that can 
be made available for the players 
hailing from rural areas on this 
ground.

He appreciated the skills and 
talent of employees of Sports de-
partment and Health and Family 
Welfare for doing their work with 

interest and dedication in challeng-
ing COVID-19 times.

Dr Saleem was accompanied by 
Joint Director Sports, Kashmir Di-
vision, District Youth Services and 

Sports Officer, Anantnag, Chief Ac-
counts Officer Youth Services and 
Sports, Kashmir Division and offi-
cials of Directorate and other allied 
departments. 

Sri Lanka Cricketers Refuse 
To Sign Central Contract

Press Trust of India

COLOMBO: The Sri Lanka national 
team players have refused to sign 
the annual central contract, alleg-
ing lack of transparency from the 
cricket board. The decision wasn't 
surprising as almost all the senior 
players in unison, had made it clear 
that the contracts offered by the Sri 
Lanka Cricket (SLC) wasn't to their 
liking and also excluded some de-
serving performers.

The players in a collective state-
ment said that they have "decided 
not to sign the tour contract for the 
forthcoming tour of England and 
neither will they enter into any fu-
ture contracts for tours".

The Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) had 
announced that 24 of the leading 
players were offered contracts un-
der 4 categories and they had been 
given a deadline until June 3 to sign 
on dotted lines.

The annual retainership ranged 
between USD 70,000 to 100,000. 
Star batsman, Dhananjaya de Silva 
was set to be the highest paid at 
USD 100,000.

At the height of the dispute and 
negotiations last month the play-
ers said remuneration proposed 

to players were more than 3 fold 
lower than payments made to play-
ers of other counties according to 
information received from the Fed-
eration of International Cricket As-
sociation (FICA).

Sri Lanka is expected to tour Eng-
land from June 18 to July 4, where 
they will play three ODIs and an 
equal number of T20 Internationals.

However the players have also 
clarified that at no point would they 
ever refuse to play for the country 
even when they have not signed 
the contract and SLC refuses to pay 
them their salaries.

The senior players were also not 
happy as public disclosure of their 
central contract amounts by SLC 
became a "grave security concern to 
each and every player".

Players claimed that the SLC de-
cision had affected their self-confi-
dence and peace of mind.

The chairman of the Cricket Ad-
visory Committee (CAC) Aravinda 
de Silva defended the new perfor-
mance-linked pay system.

He said that SLC was forced to 
take a "harsh decision based on the 
past performances of the players as 
Sri Lanka's international ranking in 
all 3 formats had nose-dived."

PCB Reveals Reconciliation 
Efforts Between Mohammad 
Amir And Coaches

Press Trust of India

KARACHI: Pakistan Cricket Board 
CEO Wasim Khan said on Saturday 
that experienced left-arm pacer 
Muhammad Amir could still play 
for the national team and efforts 
are on for a rapprochement be-
tween him and the coaches, includ-
ing head coach Misbah-ul-Haq.

Khan disclosed that Amir had 
met him in the UK and he had 
poured out his grievances against 
the team management.

"I also made it clear to him that 
the path he adopted was not right 
as a senior player," he said on the 
Cricket Baaz channel on YouTube.

"I think Amir is a valuable player for 
us even now and we will now make 
efforts to bring about rapprochement 
between him and the coaches."

Babar Azam had recently said 
he is ready to speak to Amir about 
his issues and Khan said once that 
discussion takes place, the PCB will 
bring the two parties to a table and 
try to sort the matter out.

Khan, however, was not able to 
give a deadline when Amir could 
be back in the Pakistan team when 
asked if he would be available for 
the World T20 this year.

Amir, 29, had announced his re-
tirement from international cricket 
last December due to his differences 
with the coaching duo of Misbah-
ul-Haq and Waqar Younis.

Amir had insisted that Misbah 
and bowling coach Waqar have not 
been fair with him and he will not 
make himself available for selection 
until they are in charge.

The left-arm pacer has signed 
a contract to play in the Caribbean 
Premier League for Barbados. He 
will also be seen in action in the 
Pakistan Super League matches in 
Abu Dhabi from June 9 for the Kara-
chi Kings team.

Khan said Amir's issue was a 
complicated one but can be re-
solved.

He also made it clear that the 
PCB had no grievances with out-of 
favor batsman Umar Akmal, who 
completed a 12-month ban for not 
reporting spot-fixing approaches 
made last year and also paid a fine 
of 4.2 million rupees to the board.

"In fact I have just completed the 
2 month rehabilitation program 
for Umar with our Anti-Corruption 
department and Umar can start the 
rehab soon," Khan said.

"He is a Pakistan player and we 
wish him well and he can resume 
his cricket career soon."

The PCB CEO said the board has 
advertised for the post of a sports 
psychologist to address the commu-
nication problems of some players, 
who sometimes go overboard with 
their grievances in the social media.

"We are going to hire a sports 
psychologist soon who will be on 
the payroll and be interacting and 
counselling with the players. We 
have kept a criteria of him being 
able to speak Urdu so that their is no 
lost in translation," Khan said.

Khan also said that while head 
coach Misbah had a contract with 
the board until September, 2023 
but it would be reviewed after the 
World T20 Cup this year.

"We want to support our coaches 
and give them proper time but it 
does not stop us from carrying out 
reviews of their performances from 
time to time and we will review 
Misbah's contract and results after 
the World T20 Cup," he said.

The PCB official said at the mo-
ment there were no plans to bring 
in a specialist white-ball coach as 
Misbah had formed a good work-
ing relationship with captain Babar 
Azam and the latter had also started 
to show leadership qualities.

West Indies Announce 
17-Man Provisional Squad 
For South Africa Tests

Press Trust of India

GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA): Young 
Trinidad and Tobago pacer Jayden 
Seales has been named in the 
West Indies’ 17-member provi-
sional squad for the two-match 
Test series against South Africa, 
starting here on Thursday.

The squad is expected to be cut 
down to an official 13-member con-
tingent on Monday. The Selection 
Panel also announced that pacer 
Chemar Holder was unavailable for 
selection due to injury.

“Fast bowler Chemar Holder 
was unavailable due to injury while 
19-year-old fast bowler Jayden 
Seales is a first-time inclusion in the 
West Indies provisional squad for a 
Test Series,” a Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) media release said.

The 19-year-old Seales has 
played only 10 professional games 
so far—one first class match, three 
List A games and six T20s.

Seales had grabbed the limelight 
with the white-ball at the Under-19 
World Cup last year. He also im-
pressed in the four-day intra-squad 
game earlier this week, taking 4 for 

40 in the second innings.
Making a comeback to the 

17-member squad were openers 
Shai Hope and Kieran Powell and 
all-rounder Roston Chase, who 
were not part of the home Test se-
ries against Sri Lanka.

Jamaican speedster Marquino 
Mindley, who had recovered from 
COVID-19 last week, will remain in 
St Lucia along with fellow pacers 
Keon Harding, Preston McSween 
and Nial Smith to “assist the Test 
squad with their preparations”.

The two Tests will be played at 
the Daren Sammy Cricket Ground 
for the Sir Vivian Richards Trophy 
on June 10-14 and June 18-22.

These are the final matches in 
the current cycle of the ICC World 
Test Championship with both 
teams trying to finish higher in the 
final Championship table.
Squad: Kraigg Brathwaite ©, Jermaine 
Blackwood (vc), Nkrumah Bonner, 
Darren Bravo, Roston Chase, Rah-
keem Cornwall, Joshua da Silva, Shan-
non Gabriel, Jahmar Hamilton, Jason 
Holder, Shai Hope, Alzarri Joseph, Kyle 
Mayers, Kieran Powell, Kemar Roach, 
Jayden Seales, Jomel Warrican.

COVID Positive Milkha 
Singh "Stable And Better": 
Chandigarh Hospital

Press Trust of India

CHANDIGARH: Legendary In-
dian sprinter Milkha Singh, who 
is battling COVID-19 in the ICU of 
PGIMER here, is stable and his con-
dition is "better than yesterday", 
the hospital said on Saturday.

The 91-year-old, who is being 
closely monitored by a team of three 
doctors, is still on oxygen support.

"Flying Sikh Shri Milkha Singh 
ji, being unwell due to COVID-19, 
has been admitted in the ICU of 
NHE Block of PGIMER since June 3.

"On the basis of all the medical 
parameters today, that is June 5, 
his condition has been observed 
better than yesterday," Prof Ashok 
Kumar, official spokesperson of 
PGIMER, said in a statement.

The top hospital had on Friday 
said that Milkha was "better and 
more stable".

Milkha's family also issued a 
statement through a spokesperson 
that the iconic athlete "is stable and 
doing well, but still on oxygen."

"Please ignore the rumours 
floating around. It's false news," 
the spokesperson said, referring 
to some false social media posts 
which has been doing the rounds 
since Saturday morning.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju 
also quashed the rumours and 
wished Milkha a speedy recovery.

"Please don't run false news 
and create rumours about the 
legendary athlete and pride of 
India Milkha Singh Ji. He is stable 
and let's pray for his fast recov-
ery," he tweeted.

Milkha was brought to the 
hospital on Thursday with dip-

ping levels of oxygen.
On Friday, Milkha had received 

a phone call from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi enquiring about his 
health. Modi spoke to Milkha and ex-
pressed hope that the iconic sports-
man will be back soon to "bless and 
inspire athletes, who will be partici-
pating in the Tokyo Olympics."

Milkha was discharged from 
Fortis hospital in Mohali, where 
he received treatment for COVID 
Pneumonia, on Sunday last on the 
request of his family.

He, however, continued to be 
on oxygen support at home.

Milkha's 82-year-old wife Nir-
mal, who had also contracted 
COVID-19 days after her husband 
got the infection, continues to be 
in the ICU of the Fortis hospital.

"Mrs Nirmal Milkha ji con-
tinues to battle it out valiantly," 
the statement from the family 
spokesperson said.

Milkha's son and ace golfer 
Jeev had reached Chandigarh from 
Dubai on May 22. His elder sister, 
Mona Milkha Singh, who is a phy-
sician in the United States, had also 
reached here. Milkha is suspected 
to have contracted the infection 
from a house help. The legendary 
athlete is a four-time Asian Games 
gold medallist and 1958 Common-
wealth Games champion but his 
greatest performance remains the 
fourth-place finish in the 400m 
final of the 1960 Rome Olympics.

His timing at the Italian capital 
was a national record for 38 years 
till Paramjeet Singh broke it in 1998. 
He also represented India in the 
1956 and 1964 Olympics and was 
bestowed the Padma Shri in 1959.

India Midfielder 
Anirudh Thapa 
Tests Positive For 
COVID-19 In Doha
Press Trust of India

DOHA: India midfielder Anirudh Thapa has 
tested positive for COVID-19 and is under 
quarantine in a separate room in the team 
hotel in Doha.

Thapa tested positive on Wednesday, a 
day before India lost 0-1 to Asian cham-
pions Qatar in their joint World Cup and 
Asian Cup qualifiers in Doha.

"Yes, Anirudh Thapa tested positive (for 
COVID-19) and he is isolated (from other 
team members)," All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) general secretary Kushal Das 
told PTI on Saturday.

The 23-year-old Chennaiyin FC player 
will be tested again for the virus in a few 
days. He has played more than 20 matches 
for India.

India are already out of contention for a 
World Cup berth but remain in the reckon-
ing for the 2023 Asian Cup.

With three points from six matches, 
a winless India are at fourth spot in the 
Group E standings.

Head coach Igor Stimac's men still have 
two matches in the joint qualifiers to sal-
vage some pride. They play Bangladesh on 
June 7 and Afghanistan on June 15.

Brazil Win World Cup Qualifier Amid Crisis Off The Pitch
Agencies

SAO PAULO: Amid a possible 
player revolt, Brazil beat Ecuador 
2-0 to win its fifth consecutive 
match in South American World 
Cup qualifying.

It now leads the round-robin 
tournament with 15 points, four 
ahead of second-place Argentina. 
It appears all but certain that 
Brazil will qualify for four direct 
spots for Qatar 2022.

Richarlison opened the scor-
ing in the 65th minute on Friday 
at the Beira-Rio stadium in Porto 
Alegre and Neymar added the sec-
ond from the spot in added time. 
Both goals were celebrated with 
the entire team around the coach.

But a crisis looms over the 
team since its country was ap-
pointed as host of Copa America. 
Players suggested on Friday that 
they are not willing to play the 
tournament at home because the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to kill thousands of Brazilians 
per day. More than 470,000 have 
died so far.

Tite’s post-match press con-
ference was one of the team’s 
most anticipated in years after he 
spent the day hearing rumours 

he could resign before Copa 
America begins.

The coach admitted on Thurs-
day his players had discussed 
with the president of the Brazilian 
soccer confederation (CBF), Roge-
rio Caboclo, whether they should 
play the continental tournament. 
A final answer on the issue is ex-
pected for after the match against 
Paraguay on Tuesday.

Copa America was originally 

scheduled to be co-hosted by Co-
lombia and Argentina. Two weeks 
ago, Colombia was forced to with-
draw because of social unrest. 
And this past week, Argentina de-
clined to host it because of a simi-
lar worsening of the pandemic.

Midfielder Casemiro, who was 
prevented from speaking to media 
on Thursday, said after Friday’s win 
against Ecuador that “the players’ 
position is very clear. More clear 

than this is impossible for now.”
“We want to speak after the 

match against Paraguay because 
we don’t want to lose our focus,” 
the team captain said.

“This is the World Cup for us.”   
The midfielder added any de-

cision “will come from all” Brazil 
players. Local media said ear-
lier that footballers of European 
clubs were leading the charge to 
not play in Copa America.



12Sunday | 06.06.2021

Gulberg
Collections
M E  &  M Y  H O M E

gulberg@gulberg.net

Cell: 7006034174

G|u|l|b|e|r|g Collections
M E  &  M Y  H O M E

AN ONLINE STORE

PAINTINGS, 
HOME DECOR, 

COMFORT & 
GIFT ITEMS, 
WOMEN & 
KIDS WARE

SELECT ONLINE &

PAY AT YOUR DOORSTEP

www.gulberg.net

OUTPOST

Twitter Gets Last Warning 
From Govt On Digital Rules
Press Trust of India

T
he government on Saturday is-
sued a notice to Twitter giving 
it one last chance to “immedi-

ately” comply with the new IT rules 
and warned that failure to adhere to 
the norms will lead to the platform 
losing exemption from liability under 
the IT Act.

The Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) 
said that Twitter's refusal to com-
ply with the rules demonstrated 
the microblogging site's "lack of 
commitment and efforts towards 
providing a safe experience for the 
people of India on its platform".

"Despite being operational in 
India for more than a decade, it is 
beyond belief that Twitter Inc has 
doggedly refused to create mecha-
nism that will enable the people of 
India to resolve their issues on the 
platform in a timely and transparent 
manner and through fair processes, 

by India based, clearly identified re-
sources," the IT ministry said.

The ministry said that though 
with effect from May 26, 2021, 
"consequences follow" given Twit-
ter's non-compliance with rules 
"however, as a gesture of goodwill, 
Twitter Inc is hereby given one 
last notice to immediately comply 

with the rules, failing which the 
exemption from liability avail-
able...shall stand withdrawn and 
Twitter shall be liable for conse-
quences as per the IT Act and other 
penal laws of India."

The notice, however, did not 
give a specific deadline to comply 
with the rules. — PTI

Twitter Removes Blue Tick From Mohan Bhagwat, 
Other RSS Leaders' Accounts; Restores Later
Press Trust of India

S
ocial media giant Twitter on 
Saturday removed the blue 
verification tick from the ac-

counts of RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat and other senior functionaries 
only to restore it after a lot of hue 
and cry by Sangh sympathisers on 
social media.

Taking strong objection, Rajiv 
Tuli, a functionary in Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh''s (RSS) Delhi 
unit, told PTI that this "clearly 
shows biasness and a clear exam-
ple of ''tech feudalism'' by Twitter".

He cited several Twitter handles 
which have been "inactive but con-
tinue to remain verified".

The blue tick, which is a verifica-
tion badge, was removed from five 
accounts belonging to senior func-

tionaries of the RSS, the ruling BJP''s 
ideological mentor, sources in the 
Sangh said. Later in the day, the ver-
ification badge of Bhagawat, Suresh 
Soni, Arun Kumar, Suresh Joshi and 
Krishna Gopal was restored.

Tuli said it was "done after much 
heckling".

Earlier in the day, Vice Presi-
dent Venkaiah Naidu''s verification 
badge was also removed which 
was later restored. 

Court Allows Banks To Sell 
Vijay Mallya's Properties 
To Recover Debts
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act (PMLA) court has 
allowed banks to sell certain real 
estate assets and securities and of 
fugitive business tycoon Vijay Mal-
lya to recover their debts.

"The PMLA court has given per-
mission to banks to sell gcertain real 
estate properties and securities that 
belonged to disgraced tycoon Vijay 
Mallya to recover dues loan amount 
of over � 5,600 crore. It was earlier 
under the Enforcement Director-
ate," said Mallikarjuna Rao, Manag-
ing Director, Punjab National Bank.

"Now the lead bank will sell 
those properties. PNB does not 
have much loan exposure in King-

fisher, but we will get our due share 
whatever once lead bank to realize," 
added Rao.

Mr Mallya is accused in a bank 
loan default case of over � 9,000 
crore involving his defunct King-
fisher Airlines and is presently in 
the United Kingdom.

Mr Mallya was declared as a fu-
gitive economic offender in January 
2019 by a special court in Mumbai.

The 65-year-old has gone 
through and exhausted the full legal 
procedures available to him to fight 
the government's effort to extradite 
him to India to face charges of de-
frauding a consortium of banks of 
more than a billion dollars in rela-
tion to the collapse of Kingfisher 
Airlines in 2013.

Tamil Nadu Extends 
Lockdown; Delhi & Maharashtra 
Look At Easing Curbs
Agenceis

MUMBAI: Southern states continue 
to extend lockdown as cases con-
tinue to rise—a development that 
comes as states in the north and 
west of India look at easing lock-
down restrictions after a significant 
decline in Covid-19 cases.

Delhi and Maharashtra are both 
set to ease more curbs as Covid-19 
cases decline in the states.

With Covid cases declining, 
Delhi will see further relaxation 
in lockdown, including reopening 
of markets and malls and resump-
tion of metro services, from June 7 
while Maharashtra will implement 
a five-level plan to ease curbs based 
on weekly positivity rate and oc-
cupancy of oxygen beds in districts.

Even as the Covid situation has 
relatively improved in most of 
the northern and western states, 
southern and eastern parts of the 
country are still reporting a high 
number of cases. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin announced the 
extension of the lockdown by a 
week till June 14 with some easing 
of restrictions from Monday, except 
in 11 districts where the number of 
new cases reported was still high.

The Tamil Nadu government 
also cancelled Class 12 state board 
examinations and said a commit-
tee would be set up to decide on 
awarding marks to students.

Following three days of consul-
tations with stakeholders including 

teachers, educationists and experts, 
Chief Minister M K Stalin said "the 
class 12 board examination for this 
year is cancelled."

A committee, headed by School 
Education Department Principal 
Secretary, would be set up to de-
cide on giving marks to students 
and based on its recommendation, 
marks would be awarded, an offi-
cial release said, adding such marks 
alone shall be the basis for admis-
sion to college courses.

Earlier, neighbouring Karnataka 
had extended the lockdown till 
June 14.

The Uttar Pradesh government 
announced relaxations in the coro-
navirus curfew in Bareilly and Bu-
landshahr districts from Monday, 
allowing shops and markets out-

side the containment zones to open 
for five days a week.

With this, the number of dis-
tricts where the restrictions have 
eased as the count of active cases 
has fallen below the 600-mark has 
reached 67, out of the 75 districts.

In the national capital, where the 
‘unlock’ process began from May 
31, the Delhi Metro will operate at 
50 per cent capacity and markets 
and malls will open on an odd-even 
basis from June 7, Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said on Saturday.

The lockdown in Delhi, which 
was to end at 5 am on Monday, will 
be extended further but several re-
laxations will be allowed, Kejriwal 
said during an online briefing.

Customs Seizes Iphones, Laptops  
Worth ₹ 2.50 Crore At Delhi Airport

Indian Govt's Schizophrenia Led 

To Covid Ravages: Amartya Sen
Agenceis

I
ndia's "confused" government 
focused on taking credit for its 
actions, rather than working to 

restrict the spread of COVID-19, 
resulting in schizophrenia that 
led to massive troubles, Nobel 
laureate Amartya Sen has said. In-
dia was better placed to fight the 
pandemic because of its pharma 
manufacturing prowess and also 
higher immunity levels, the noted 
economist said while speaking at 
an event organised by the Rashtra 
Seva Dal late Friday evening.

Sen's remarks came in the back-
drop of the second wave of the 
pandemic seeing the number of of-
ficially reported cases topping over 
4 lakh a day and over 4,500 deaths 
daily, and also concerns over un-
der-reporting. Some eminent per-
sonalities have said a sense of early 
"triumphalism" led to the crisis.

Sen said India could not play 
on its strengths because of a poor 
response to the crisis due to con-
fusion in the government. "The 
government seemed much keener 
on ensuring credit for what it was 
doing rather than ensuring that 
pandemics do not spread in India. 
The result was a certain amount of 
schizophrenia," Sen said.

Sen, who is a professor of eco-
nomics and philosophy at Harvard 
University, cited writing by Adam 
Smith in 1769 wherein the father 
of modern economics argues that 
if one does good things, he does 
get credit for it. And the credit 

could be sometimes an indicator 
of how well one is doing.

"But to seek the credit, and not 
the good work that generates the 
credit shows a level of intellectual 
naivete which has to be avoided. 
India tried to do that," Sen added.

"It (government) was trying to 
generate the credit boasting across 
the world that India will save the 
world, perhaps. And at the same time, 
allowing the problem to develop and 
have a grip over the lives of Indians 
across the country," he added.

Sen said India was already af-
flicted with social inequities, slow-
ing growth and unemployment at 
record highs, which came to haunt 
it during the pandemic.

"A failure of economy and fail-
ure of social cohesion was the ba-
sis of the failure of the pandemic 
attack as well," he said, adding that 
limitations on education led to dif-
ficulties in assessing early symp-
toms and treatment protocols.

Sen also argued for a "big con-
structive change" in healthcare and 
education above all, but also in eco-
nomic and social policies in general

Agenceis

C
ustoms officials seized a total of 
222 iPhones of various models 
along with various electronic 

goods among other items with an 
overall estimated value of over � 2.5 

crore were seized from Delhi airport's 
new courier terminal on Saturday, offi-
cials said. Apart from 222 iPhones, 173 
used laptops, 4391 bottles of food sup-
plements, 10 Sony PS 5 and cosmetics 
with an overall market value of around 
� 2.50 crore were seized at New Cou-

rier Terminal by Special Investigation 
and Intelligence Branch (SIIB) of Air 
Cargo Customs Export Commissioner-
ate, Delhi Customs said.

The goods were misdeclared as 
household goods from Dubai. Further 
details are awaited.
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