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DC SRINAGAR URGES STRICT
ADHERENCE TO GOVID SOPS
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Mohammed Aijaz Asad

Thursday said that strict adherence to the Covid-19 SOPs and
Vaccination of vulnerable and targeted population is imperative to...

ISRAEL’S NEW TOOL:
NORMALISING OCCUPATION
THROUGH DIGITAL MEANS

The ‘Israel-Palestine violence’ led to the death
of 256 Palestinians including 66 children,
wounding more than 1900. It also led to the
death of 13 Israelis, out of which 02 were...

K& state

RS 85 CR WORTH FREE RATION DISTRIBUTED
IN KASHMIR DURING PANDEMIC: GOVT

Amidst Covid-19 pandemic, the Government has
distributed 3730 quintals worth Rs. 84.9 crore of free
ration among 37, 30,239 beneficiaries under Priority...

b

Collective Action Must
To Combat Corona: LG

Says Govt Building Resilient Health Infrastructure
To Combat Ongoing Crisis, Future Emergencies

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Calling for a collab-
orative action to effectively com-
bat coronavirus pandemic, the
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha said on
Thursday that his government
continues to make a sustain-
able investment in healthcare
and clinical workforce to build
a resilient health infrastructure
to combat the ongoing crisis and
future health emergencies

Sinha made these remarks
during his visit to the twin dis-
tricts of Ganderbal and Budgam
to review the Covid situation
and to assess the containment
efforts being undertaken by
the district administrations and
health department to effectively
tackle the pandemic.

“We can protect and strength-
en J&K by collaborative action
against Covid-19 pandemic. My
sincere thanks and gratitude to

J&K Logs 1801
Fresh Cases,
29 Deaths

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday re-
corded 1,801 fresh COVID-19
cases, raising the tally to
2,95,879, while 29 more

deadly virus,” Sinha said, as per
official spokesperson.
During his visits, the LG, he said,

deaths pushed the fatality
count to 3,992 in the union
territory, officials said.

Of the fresh cases, 554 were
from the Jammu division and
1,247 from the Kashmir di-
vision, they said.

The  officials
said  Srinagar
district record-
ed the highest
of 329 cases,
followed by
194 in Budgam
district and 153 in
Jammu district.

The number of active
cases has dropped to 30,657
in the union territory, while
2,61,230 patients have recov-
ered so far, they said.

The death toll in the union
territory rose to 3,992 as 24
patients died of the virus in the
past 24 hours, the officials said.

They said there were 13
confirmed cases of mucor-

Facility Nagam, Budgam.
The official spokesperson said
that the LG took a detailed as-

Ex-Militant Killed In Overnight
Tral Encounter: Pollce

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A surrendered
militant who injured a police-
man after snatching his rifle at
a camp in south Kashmir’s Tral
town was killed in overnight
gunfight with state forces, po-
lice said Thursday.

In a statement issued to me-
dia here, a police spokesperson
said that Mohammad Amin
Malik of Nagbal Machhma
area was “neutralized” in an
overnight operation jointly
conducted by police, army’s
42RR and the personnel of
CRPF 180 battalion at Police
Component complex Tral.

Malik, a militant operative,
as per police was arrested on
May 30 and arms, ammuni-
tions and explosives including
unlicensed 12 bore gun, live
rounds, explosives, iron/steel
balls, 9 feature phones and
other warlike @ More On P10

Police Issues
Advisory After BJP
Leader’s Killing

Zaid Bin Shabir

SRINAGAR: A day after suspected
militants shot dead a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader in south
Kashmir’s Tral town, the Jammu
and Kashmir police on Thursday
issued an advisory warning pro-
tected persons not to venture out
of their secure accommodations
without personal security guards.

“No #protectee should go any-
Visits are
allowed only after ground as-
sessment of local #threat is done.
Request is to all protectees not to
#violate SOPs and risk their lives

where without PSOs.

unnecessarily” @ More On P10

Army Ready For Yatra, Admin Has To Take Call: Naravane

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The army said on
Thursday it was ready for the
annual Amarnath Yatra and
all necessary steps have been
taken for the smooth conduct
of the pilgrimage to the cave
shrine located at 3,880 metres
in South Kashmir Himalayas.
".. We are from our side
prepared and we have taken

all the necessary steps for the
smooth @ More On P10

Asks Troops At LoC To
Remain Prepared

he Chief of Army Staff, Gener-
al MM Naravane on Thursday

asked troops deployed along
the Line of Control (LoC) to not let
their guard down and to remain
prepared to meet any emerging
security @ More On P10

all those abiding by Covid pro-  took ﬁrst—hanc.l.qppraisal of the sessment of the .availabil.ity of mycosis (bl.ack fungug) in the Bajwa Witnesses Army chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa visited a field training area near Kotliin Pakistan-controlled
tocol. I urge everyone not to be  healthcare facilities for patients  the medicare equipments in the union territory, adding one Military Exercise Kashmir (PcK) where he was briefed about conduct modalities of a Corps level exercise, the army
careless, and maintain the dis-  at District Hospital Ganderbal,  hospitals across the districts and fresh case was reported since ry . said. The exercise Taskheer-e-Jabal' is aimed at enhancing operational preparedness of formations,
cipline to effectively combat the ~ DCHC Chanapora and Covid Care  directed the ® More On P10 Wednesday evening. (PTI) In Pak Kashmir encompassing defensive and offensive tasks during various contingencies within ® More On P10
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for priority groups (18-44 Years) LNl¥{r4

Details of Vaccination sites for priority groups (18-44 years)

SI. [ Vaccination Category SI. | Vaccination Category SI. | Vaccination Category
— Centre Name No. | Centre Name No.| Centre Name
' x:'m"a"“" e Category 14| HWC HARD MALPORA 64 | SCWASSAN 14 | PHC NOWPORA Shri Manoi Sinha
15 | HWC ICHAMA 65 | SCAHMADPORA 115 | PHC NILNAG , J
PHC Achabal 16 | PHC SOIBUGH 66 | SCGOIGAM 116 | PHC WATKULOO Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor
2 | NTPHC Tailwani 17 | PHC WADWAN 67 | SCBATAPORA 117 | NTPHC LOOLIPORA High Risk
3 | PHC Brakpora 18 | NTPHC WAHABPORA 68 | SCKAWOOSA 118 | PHC KHERGUND 9 SRINAGAR
4 | UPHC Donipawa 19 | HWC KHUSHIPORA 69 | SCKARHAMA 119 | HWC KUTBAL Group S| —
5 | NTPHC Dailgam 20 | HWC HAJIBAH 70 | NOORIPORAWP 120 | HWC TANGNAR No. ‘égﬁﬂmme Category
6 | UPHC Nathpora 21| SCPYMUS 71 | CHADOORA SDH 121 | SC BADIPORA T 1 GMC Srinagar & Associated Hosoial
7| PHC Anchidora 22 | SCAARTH 72 | PHC DADOMPORA > |os ré’zg;r ssociated Hospita
8 | UPHC Pehroo 23 | HWC RUSSU 73 | SCBONEN BARAMULLA 3 | JLNM Rainawari
9 | JBM Hospital Sarnal Anantnag 24 | PHC KHAG 74 | PHC SURASYAR o 4 | JVC Bemina
10| Ranibag HSS 25| PHC LASSIPORA 75 | PHC HANJURA ﬁ'n xgm"a"o" RELE Category 5 | UPHC Zakura
11 | Town Hall Anantnag 26 | PHC POSHKAR 76 | PHC SOGAM - - 6 | UHC Shalimar
12 | Marriage Hall Ashajipora 27 | HWC SHNGLIPORA 77 | PHC PANZAN 1| CHC Kreeri 7 | PHC Burzhama
13 | SDH Bijbehara 28 | NTPHC LOKIPORA 78 | PHC HAYATPORA 2 | PHC Shrakwara High Risk 8 | UPHC Lal Bazar
14 | PHC Marhama 29 | SC SUGEN 79 | PHCKANIR 3 | PHCKalantra 9 | HWC Buchpora
15 | PHC Sithama 30 | HWC DRANG 80 | PHC HUSHROO 4| NTPHC Kachwa Mugam Group 10 | HWC Zoonimar
16 | PHC K.Kalan 31 | HWC SORESH 81 | SCBUCHROO 5 | NTPHC Nowpora 11| HWC Sangeen Darwaza
17 | PHC Veeri 32 | HWC SUTHARAN 82 | PHCWADIPORA g H\AV:CHS Véaéunj
18 | PHC Khiram % 33 | HWC HAMCHIPORA %l 83 | PHC ZOOHAMA % GANDERBAL 14 | UPHC Narwara
19 | PHC Akingam o 34 | SCZOGIYARA o 84 | SCNAMTHAL o e
20| PHC Sagam (_3 35 | HWC TRAPHY 2 85 | SCRAPORA (_3 ﬁL ‘,12",,?{,“*‘""" Centre Category 12 %T ﬁot?t?::h’(adal
21| PHC Wandewalgam K 36 | SC NASSERPORA K 86 | PHCBRANWAR K 17 | NTPHC Bakshipora
22 | PHC Larnoo o 37 | CHARISHAREEF SDH 12 87 | PHCBUGAM o 1| SDHKangan 18 | SDH Hazratbal
23| SDH Kokernag 5 38 | COLONY WELNESS S 88 | PHC KRALPORA 5 2| PHC Lar 19 | UPHC Nishat
24 | SDH Seer T 39 | CHARIPORA WELNESS T 89 | CHC CHATTERGAM T 3 | PHC Wakura 20 | UPHC Harwan
25| PHC Aishmugam 40 | CHARWANINTPHC 90 | PHC PAHROO ‘5‘ Sﬁ‘g ﬁ"h’s HSS Duderhama 21 | Sub-Centre Darbagh
26 | NTPHC Siligam 41| TILSURANTPHC 91 | HWC SUMMERBUGH o Ga“nijv”an gg E:;?nladﬁiav'ersny
27 | PHC Mattan 42 | NAGBAL NTPHC 92 | HWC KENIHAMA 7 | PHC enigan 24 | CHO Gousia
28| PHC Hapatnard 43 | BRADIPATHER NTPHC 93 | SCSHANKERPORA 5 | PHG Safapors 25 | NTPHC Rainawari
29| PHC Salia 44 | PAKHARPORA CHC 94 | HWC WAGOORA 2 | SCYoumger % | PHC Brein
30 | PHC Sallar 45 | SC MAHAWARA 95 | HWC MEGANWAJI 10 | PHC Gulibagh 27 | Sub Centre Aabi Dal =
31| PHC Awora 46 | PHC OMPORA 96 | HWC RAKHSHILINA 1 | PHC Kachan Service Providers, 28 | Sub Centre Braripora o
32| PHC Pahalgam 47 | PHC ICHGAM 97 | CHC KREMSHORE 12| PHC Tulamula Journalists 29 | PH Chanapora e
33| PHC Sirgufwara 48 | PHC NUPORA 98 | SDH KHANSAHIB 13 | scoah Shook * 30 | NTPHC Chatterhama %
34 | SDH Shangus 49 | PHC SHOLIPORA 99 | PHC HARDPANZOO 14 | PH Batwina opkeepers, 31 | UPHC Batamaloo o
35 | PHC Now 50 | NTPHC JAWALPORA 100 | PHC WATERHAIL Raday Wallas, 32 | UPHC Khonmoh =
gam 15 | PHC Shuhama . 33 | UPHC Pantha Chowk 2
36 | PHC Chittergull 51| SC GARIEND 101 | SCFALCHIL 16 | DH Ganderbal Roadside Vendors 34 | UPHC Humhama T
37 | PHC Ranipora 52 SC GUDSATHOO 1021 PHC KACHWARI 17 | PHC Sonamarg & Hawkers 35 | PHC Laloo
38 | PHC Hakura 53 | NTPHC CHOON 103 | PHC DABIPORA 18 | PHC Kondbal 36 | NTPHC Jawahar Nagar
39 | NTPHC Larkipora 54 | SCDADINA 104 | SCARIGAM 19 | MMC Watlar 37 | Sub Centre Natipora
40 | SDH Dooru 55 | SCBATHAR 105 | SC MUJHPATHRI 20 | PHC Nunner 38 | UPHC Lasjan
56 | SDH MAGAM 106 | PHC KRALNEWA 21 | PHC Chundina 39 | UPHC Maisuma
57 | PHC NARBAL 107 | PHC RAYAR 2 | PHC Babanagri 40 | UPHC Mehjoor Nagar =
BUDGAM 58 | PHC MAKHAMA 108 | PHC NUNNER 23 | PHC Gund 41 | Sub Centre Trauma Lawaypora I
sI.| Vaccination Cateqary 59 | NTPHC BADRAN 109 | PHC SHAMASABAD 24 | PHC Chattergul 42 | UPHC Qamarwari §
No.| Centre Name 60 | NTPHC MAZHAMA 110 | PHC GURWAITH 25 | SC Wesan 43 | Sub Centre Bemina o
1 | SDHBEERWAH 61 | SCKANIHAVA 11| NTPHC RINGZABAL 26 | Subcentre Kurag 22 g;:l(r:wlng:guggmmunit Centre Zaina Kadal Z
2 | PHC GONDIPORA 62| SCSHIPORA 112 | SDHNAGAM 27| NTPHC Narayanbagh Bagh 46 | PHC Bemina (Khumaninhowk) 5
3 | PHCARIPANTHAN 63 | SC HANJIBUGH 113 ] PHCHAFROO 28 | SCKuthama 47 | Gils Hr Sec. School Rajpagh a8
4 | PHC PETHKOOT a 48 | Community Centre Chanapora
5 | PHC CHURMUJRO 3 ® High Risk Group includes Shopkeepers, Hotel Staff, Service Delivery Persons, Drivers, 49 | SMC Sub-Office Hyderpora
o) Construction Workers, Lawyers, Journalist, Govt. employee on Covid/Active field duty, - - 50 | New Secretariat
(75 :?SH%ZE?EW\%?\RA (_zi College/University going Students. Health and Medlcal Ed“callon 51| Al Noor Marriage Hall Dana Mazar Safa Kadal
8 | NTPHC RATHSON [ ® Only eligible beneficiaries may come to the venue after vetting by concerned 52 | Girts Hr. Sec. School Sonwar
9 | NTPHC LALPORA 5 departmental officer. Dellaﬂmem, J&K gj gzmzuﬁf;nwar
1:) :xg (S:mRANGAM T ) 55 | Masjid Umar (R A) Dalgate
| e socuson For Free Ambulance Service = - s ooz
13| HWC MERIPORA Please Call Toll Free No. 108 QY Ckinformation a@d'p"'% (v LY. 58 | Nayabat Offce Check Mujgund
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR UT
Indian Systems of Medicine &
Homeopathic. Department of
(AYUSH) District Anantnag.

AYUSH Immune Booster MedicineDistributed at Village Pahal-
gam from Govt.ISM Dispensary Pahalgam Anantnag UT.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER ANANTNAG

No.101/6735/MVD/ANAG Date:-28/04/2021

NOTICE

Whereas joint application has
beenreceived by this office from
Mr.Aijaz Ahmad Wagay S/0 Gull
Mohd Wagay R/0 Vessu Dam-
jan Anantnag(Party No.lst)
as Transferor, (Seller) Owner
of the Vehicle Trcuk Bearing
Regd. No.JK03B-8526(Commercial/ Non-Commercial) cover-
ing under R/P No.1964/GC/RTA/ANG. and Mr.Ishfag Ahmad
Reather S/0 Mohammad Yousuf Reather R/0O Chandhara
Pampore(Party No.2nd) as Transferee (Purchaser) request-
ing for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted Vehicle from
party No 1st and 2nd. And Cancellation of hire purchase agree-
ment with Shriram Transport Finance Company Ltd.and En-
dorsement with Abrol Trading Corp.Narwal Jammu. Before the
case is disposed off on its merit, anybody have any objection
regarding the proposed transfer Amy file his objection within
(7) days from the publication of this notice to the office of the
undersigned. No any representation / objection shall be enter-
tained after stipulated period.

On 03/06/2021 Following the Protocol of AYUSH Department
Ministry of AYUSH Govt. of India and the Orders of Director ISM
J&K Dr Mohan Singh just and by the guidelines of ADMO MADAM
Dr. Nuzhat Bashir & District Nodal officer Ayush Dr. Mir Javaid
Hussain sahib an awareness programme and distribution of im-

Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Anantnag

mja

mune booster medicines was organized at at Village Pahalgam
Anantnag from Govt.ISM Dispensary Pahalgam Anantnag 325
beneficiaries received immunity boosting drugs also were briefed
about importance of Ayush immunity boosters in enhancement
of human immunity to combat Covid 19 panoramic along other
importance preventive measures.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER ANANTNAG

No.101/6801/MVD/ANAG
NOTICE

Date:-31/05/2021

mja Whereas joint application has

been received by this office from

Mr.Shabir Ahmad Bhat S/0 Gh-

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL ulam Ahmad Bhat R/O Veeri Bi-
TRANSPORT OFFICER KASHMIR | ibehara Anantnag(Party Nolst)
NoTICE as Transferor, (Seller) Owner

of the Vehicle Swift Bearing Regd. No.JKO3E-
6678(Commercial/ Non-Commercial) covering under R/P No.N/A.
and Mr.Tasaduq Shakil Pandit S/0 Shakil Ahmad Pandit R/0
Bijbehara Anantnag(Party No.2nd) as Transferee (Purchaser)
requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted Vehicle
from party No 1st and 2nd. And Cancellation of hire purchase
agreement with JK Bank Janglatmandi Anantnag. Before the case
is disposed off on its merit, anybody have any objection regarding
the proposed transfer Amy file his objection within (7) days from
the publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned. No
any representation / objection shall be entertained after stipu-
lated period.

Whereas, a joint application has been received

from Shri Sheema Begum W/o Shajanih Rashid

Bhat R/0 Tarthpora Kupwara ( Transferor) and

Mohammad Younis Bhat S/0 Ghulam Mohammad

Bhat R/0 Seban Budgam (Transferee) for transfer
of Load carrier route Permit No / - Covering Vehicle No JK09A-
6045 . As well HPA Cancellation with J&K Bank B/u Karlpora Kupwara
Now, therefore, it is notified for generalinformation that objections, if any
to the proposed transfer of the said route permit / vehicle shall be filled in
writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport Officer,Kupwara,
Kashmir. Within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice in the daily News Paper Kashmir Observer.

Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Anantnag

NO: JK/ARTO/KUP /
sult

Sd/-Regional Transport

Office, Kupwara mja

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

J&K Pollution Control Committee Jammu

Winter office - Nov-April Parivesh Bhawan, Gladni Transport Nagar, Narwal, Jammu (j&k) 1870006. ph/fax 0191-2476925
Summer Office- May To October Sheikh-ul-Alam Campus, Behind Govt. Silk Factory, Rajbagh Srinagar (J&K) 190008
Ph/Fax 0194-2311165

Email: membersecretaryjkspch@gmail.com
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Public Notice

| have lost the RC of my vehicle bearng Rgd No: JK13A- 6269 .
Now | am applying for the duplicate of the same if anyboy hav-
ing any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her obection
in the office of the ARTO Pulwama within a period of seven days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objec-
tion shall be entetained.
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL e A LG A 21
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM KASHMIR E wt
NOTICE _
Where a application for transfer of own- ] 3 .
ership has been recieved from one. Shri : ] ’&'(b 44!{ J!

& Tarig Ahmad Masoodi S/0: Ghulam Ah-
mad Masoodi R/o0: Mohalla Gousia Umer

Colony Lal bazar Hazratbal Sgr. (Trans-
feror) of M-800. Vehicle bearing registration number JKO4A -
2954. Chasis number 2511856 Engine no. 2986937 Model 2005.
in favour of Shri.. Shahid Ahmad Ganie S/o0. Late Mohammad
Sidiq Ganie R/o Sumbal Bandipora (Tranferee)
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general
public that objections if any to the proposed transfer of owner-
ship shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Re-
gional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of 7 days
from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspa-
per Kashmir Observer.
No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.624
Dated 03/06/2021
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Office of the Assistant Regional
Transport officer, Shopian

whereas an application has been received from one Shri Mohd
Ayoub Sheikh S/0 Gh Rasool Sheikh R/0 Kanigam Shopian
Owner of the vehicle No JK22-5706 for cancellation of Hire PUr-
chase Agreement with M/S J&K Bank B/o Imamsahab Shopian

Now it is therefore. Notified for general information that objec-
toins if any, to the proposed cancellatin of Hire Purchase Agree-
ment shell be filled in writing in the office of Assistnat Regional

Trasnport Officer Shopian within ap period of seven (7) days fro
the publication of this notice in the daily Kashmir Observer "LL b i;j/,gfc‘_/&)buﬁ;/ : Lo
No: ARTO/Spn/2021 =/
Dated 01-06-2021 < BRbr sl
S/D Asst Regional & e o e . ®
1003 Iy d_ P
ast Transport Officer Shopian WAIU3 ol k2 R e

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(R&B) DIVISION GANDERBAL

Address: Mini-Secretariat Ganderbal Ph.01942951904
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No.28 of 2021-22 Dated:02.06.2021 under endorsement No. 3005-15 dated: 02-06-2021.

Forand on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Item Rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors
registered with UT J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No Name of the Work Adv.Cost | CostofT/| Timeof Technical Sanction | M.Hof Class of
(Rs.InLacs) Doc. completion No. & Date Account | Contractor
(InRupees)

1 2 3 4 5 7 6

1. Restoration of road surface from Wayil Bridge to, 02.50 Lacs | 200/= 06 Days | EE/R&B/Divn/CS/04| 3054- DEE
DIET Building Nunner incl. damaged portion of Ar- 0f 02.06.2021 (M&R)
lampora Bund road b.w.o P/L GSB, WBM G-II, G-llI
& OGPC in Patches/Stretches. (Machine mix laid
manually).

Position of AAA: Approved Programme
Position of funds: Committed

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of
dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 02-06-2021

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 02.06.2021 from 10.00 AM.

3 Bi issi | 02.06.2021 from10.00 AM

4 Bi issi 08.06.2021 upto 4.00 PM

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 08.06.2021 at 4:05 AM in the office of Executive Engineer (R&B) Divi-
sion Ganderbal

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal (tender

inviting authority) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division
Ganderbal (tender receiving authority).

3. All Bidders has to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security Declaration Form is
as per Annexure “A” below)
4, The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 02 Days before fixation of

contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.
The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their
e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Ganderbal (tender receiving

authority).

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids

6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit" on website www.jktenders.gov.

into acquaint bid submission process.

6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital
certificate from any approved Vendor.

6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.

6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

A The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

8. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Division Ganderbal (The date of Treasury
Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division Ganderbal must be uploaded
with the documents of the bid. The original Treasury Challan (cost of tender document), and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before
the fixation of contract.

9, Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.

10. Price escalation and Taxes:- The %age quoted by the bidder shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes upto completion of the work. Deduc-
tion on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

1. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents" area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required.

12. In case of CRF and any other specified project. the relevant guidelines / standard bidding document shall be followed.

13. Instructions to Bidder (ITB)

131 All bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualification criteria / qualification information with their bids:-

a. All bidders shall upload Copies of original documents defining constitution/ legal status, place of registration and principal place of Business with Cell No.
and Correspondence address.

b. All bidders shall upload Treasury Challan

C All bidders shall upload Bid Security Declaration Form

d. All bidders shall upload Valid GSTIN No. & PAN No.

e All bidders shall upload Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest clearance certificate FORM GST-3B i.e. latest clearance certificate FORM GST-3B for

the Month of December-2020-21.

14. The bidder at his own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission of bid.
15. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.
16. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. No docu-

ment (s) which has /have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original
documents in support of soft copies if need arises
All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25

No. 3005-15 Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Dated: 02.06.2021 R&B Division Ganderbal

DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO
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opened partially. KO Photo Abid Bhat

SHOPPERS THRONGED MARKETS in capital city Srinagar on Thursday as shops

DC Srinagar Urges Strict
Adherence To Covid SOPs

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Moham-
med Aijaz Asad Thursday said
that strict adherence to the Co-
vid-19 SOPs and Vaccination of
vulnerable and targeted popula-
tion is imperative to minimise
the infection of Corona virus.

The DC said this during a me-
dia brief here on Wednesday.

He added the district Admin-
istration is working very hard
in fighting Covid-19 pandemic
and people of the district have

extended their cooperation due ll WEHAVE SEEN
to which visible decline has avisible declinein
been witnessed during the past Covid positive cases

few days.

"We have seen a visible decline
in Covid positive cases but we
have to follow Covid Appropriate
Behaviour with more responsi-
bility to make entry into Green
Zone" he mentioned.

The DC Said any laxity on Co-
vid SOPs can prove harmful. He
urged the left out population
of Srinagar to get vaccinated as

but we have to follow Covid
Appropriate Behaviour with
more responsibility to make
entry into Green Zone" he
mentioned.
soon as possible to break the
chain of corona virus.

With regard to opening of
markets, the DC said that with
decline in covid positivity rate

guidelines have been issued as
per the directions of the State
Executive Council and people
particularly all business estab-
lishments/operators must follow
the same to contain the spread of
Covid-19 infection.

Talking about the ongoing vac-
cination process, the DC said as
many as 2.60 lakh targeted popu-
lation has been vaccinated so far
and concerted efforts are being
made to speed up the inocula-
tion drive across the district.

He urged the people to come
forward and get vaccinated,
which is safest way to get protec-
tion and help break the chain of
coronavirus spread.

The DC further said that the
Srinagar administration has is-
sued a roaster for opening of
shops on a rational basis to avoid
large crowds in the market.

He also urged the general public
to adopt social distance, wearing
proper masks, and maintaining
hand hygiene to keep them, their
family and the whole Srinagar City
safe from Covid-19 infection.
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Darul Khair Starts
Distribution Of Food
Kits To Needy Families

Observer Mews Service

SRINAGAR: As part of its ‘Feed
a Family’ initiative started last
year, owing to the current Co-
vid-19 pandemic lockdown,
Darul Khair Mirwaiz Manzil Sri-
nagar Thursday enhanced the
distribution of Family Food kits
to at least 500 families, hit by
the lockdown.

Darul Khair, in a statement,
said as is the practice, the Fam-
ily Food Kits will be handed
over to the representatives of
local masjid committees. They,
after identifying the needy
people in their respective areas,
will deliver the kits to them.

The organisation, under the

o, Sl i
patronage of incarcerated Mir-
waiz Mohammed Umar Farooq,
active in carrying out humani-
tarian and relief & aid work
across Kashmir, reiterated its
appeal to affluent and well-off
persons to continue supporting
Darul Khair Mirwaiz Manzil so
that the Organization can con-
tinue its humanitarian work
with zeal and vigour, especially
during the raging pandemic.

CRC Srinagar Organises
Webinar On Covid-19

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Composite Re-
gional Centre (CRC) Srinagar
Thursday organised a webinar
on ‘Covid appropriate behav-
iour and addressing vaccination
misconceptions, a special focus
on Persons with Disabilities’.

On the occasion, the presi-
dential address was given by
Smita Jayavant, Director Pt
DDUNIPH New Delhi.

In her address, Jayavant said
that there are misconceptions
about the vaccination against
Covid-19 and advised the par-
ticipants that everybody should
go for vaccination which is
aimed at fighting Covid-19 and
prevent its further spread.

She appreciated the Direc-
tor Composite Regional Centre
and his team for organising this
type of webinar saying that it is

the need of the hour.
Dr Mir Zafar Igbal, Director
Composite Regional Centre,

Srinagar presented the inau-
gural address. He said that the
webinar was organised to raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of the vaccination pro-
cess across the division, so that
each and every individual gets
himself inoculated against the

deadly pandemic. He also said
that people should follow the
guidelines of World health or-
ganisations from time to time.

At the outset, the inaugural
session was started with the
welcome address by Shameem
Ahmed Rehabilitation Officer of
Composite Regional Centre, Sri-
nagar followed by Introduction
about webinar and its objective
by Arifa Amin Nodal Officer Co-
vid-19 for Composite Regional
Centre, Srinagar J&K.

Later, a technical session was
started by Guest Speaker Dr
Ashiq Rashid Mir MBBS, MD
Community Medicine HRF, Na-
tional Institute of Epidemiolo-
gy, Surveillance Medical Officer
Kashmir and Ladakh UT.

Dr Ashiq stressed on the im-
portance of covid appropriate
behavior including Wearing
appropriate Masks, Hand Wash
and use of Hand Sanitizers,
maintaining social distance and
avoiding crowded areas.

He stressed how important
it is to get vaccinated for the
general public of all age groups
especially Persons with Disabil-
ities. Persons with disabilities
are vulnerable to get infected
with Novel coronavirus and
complicate their health issues.

Notorious Drug Peddler
Arrested In Soura

Observer News Service

KU Organises Training Session On AMS

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:
Jammu and
Kashmir police
in Srinagar
Thursday arrest-
ed a notorious
drug peddler
and recovered
contraband
from his posses-
sion.

A police spokesperson said that a police par-
ty during naka checking in Soura apprehended
a drug peddler identified as Umer Igbal Ga-
doo son of Farooq Ahmad Gadoo, a resident of
Kokerbagh Zoonimer along with 100 tablets of
tramadol and one gram of brown sugar.

“In this connection case FIR No. 58/2021 u/s
8/22 NDPS has been lodged in Police Station
Soura. The accused has been arrested and con-
traband seized on spot.”

Last week Police party led by SDPO Sou-
ra Shafaat Ahmad arrested a drug peddler
Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Housing
Colony Elahibagh Soura and recovered 400
tablets of banned drug tapendatol from his
possession.

“The accused is presently on police Remand
in FIR No. 52/2021u/s8/22 NDPS.”

an  Account

pertaining

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Univer-
sity’s Directorate of Informa-
tion Technology and Support
Systems on Thursday organ-
ised a training session on the
newly-launched Administra-
tion Management System
(AMS) in the varsity.

The AMS, inaugurated by
Vice-Chancellor Prof Talat Ah-
mad on January 21, includes
Management
Module comprising online
budget management, WDC
billing and other modules like
HR Management, Leave, Sal-
ary, Attendance and e-Notes.

It aims to consolidate data
to employees,
departments and positions
while facilitating online sub-
mission of proposals and ap-
provals thereof.

In his inaugural address at
the two-hour training ses-
sion, KU Registrar Dr Nisar
Ahmad highlighted how the
AMS would boost gover-
nance in the university sys-
tem and help deliver better

‘ ‘THE NEW SYSTEM IS TARGETED to
deal with all accounts and budget-related activities
through this e-governance application, which is

user-friendly,” Dr Mir said, urging all concerned academics

and officials to switch over to the new mode for all
transactions from the current financial year.

and speedy results.

“The new system is target-
ed to deal with all accounts
and budget-related activities
through this e-governance
application, which is user-
friendly,” Dr Mir said, urging
all concerned academics and

e —

officials to switch over to the
new mode for all transactions
from the current financial
In-charge Director IT
and SS Dr Maroof Naiem Qa-
dri and his team of IT profes-
sionals gave a detailed power-
point presentation about the

year.

AMS as well as the Account
Management Module.

“This e-service has been
developed and designed by
the Directorate of IT and SS
to further boost the efficien-
cy of the university system,”
Dr Qadri said, highlighting
the features and functioning
of the new application.

The training session, or-
ganised via Google Meet, was
attended by heads of various
departments,  directorates,
centers and campuses apart
from top officers including
Joint Registrar Budget Dr Ash-
faq A Zarri and Chief Accounts
Officer Dr Zafariah Bashir.

Pertinently, the Directorate
of IT and SS has previously
launched several applica-
tions successfully including
File Tracking System, Hostel
Management System, KU e-
Recruitment System, KU De-
partment Inventory Manage-
ment System, Dean Research
Budget Management System,
Android App and KU Content
Management System for De-
partments/Centres/Offices.

OK OPTICIANS

GIVES SPETICAL MSCOUNT ON ALL
SPECTACLES
LIKE ESSILOR,CRIZAL,
BLUECUT,PROGESSIVE LENCES
CONTACT LENCES ALL HIGH NUMBERS
AVAILABLE JUST READY SPECKSINS
VIINLTES
S0 COME AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE
AT GONIKHAN MARKET LD HOSPITAL
SGR WE ARE IN THIS PROFESSION

said scheme.

RAHI ADVE+I-';fl-'7rg.®|®53;754

Sarai Dangerpora Srinagar, KMR

No. TC/JK/MV/37-40

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR,
OFFICE OF THE TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER, J&K, JAMMU.

Sub:- Jammu & Kashmir Transport Subsidy Scheme" for replacement of old buses.

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Terms and conditions:-

Dated 01/06/2021

The Govt, in the Transport Department has introduced scheme for phasing out of old buses over 15 years of age vide Govt, order No.
73-TR of 2019 issued endorsement No. TR-19/MVD/2017-11 dated 20/11/2019 followed by notices dated 02/11/2020, dated 05-12-
2020 and dated 27-01-2021. Accordingly, applications are invited from the owners of the buses (expect, Mini Buses / Matadors ) of
J&K UT for purchase of new buses in Private sector under the "Jammu & Kashmir Transport Subsidy Scheme" for replacement of old
buses. Moreover, the applications received by the concerned RTOs in between 27/03/2021t0 31/05/2021 shall also be included in the

FROM 1965 1. The bus aged above 15 years shall be eligible for availing the subsidy.
i ; 2. The existing vehicle should have cleared all Govt, dues including token tax, passenger tax, fitness fee, permit fee, bank
liability etc.
CELL. 7003085 0065 3RS 77 T081 T2H 158G 3. The vehicle should have valid permit renewed up to date along with insurance certificate.
4, For availing of subsidy the concerned owner would be required to condemn the vehicle and get it scrapped and after can-
cellation of Registration Mark, he shall be allowed the subsidy.
5. The subsidy shall be provided to only those applicants who shall avail loans to raise capital for purchase of these buses.

The applications along with all requisite supporting documents should reach in the Regional Transport Officer, Jammu / Kashmir /
Kathua within a period of (six months) positively.

(Pardeep Kumar), KAS Transport Commissioner,

DIPK-2400/21

Sd/-

J&K, Jammu

DIAL-EMMA

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

+  PDD: 0194-2450213
+  FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD: 1800180701
SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 *
RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
+ ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
- BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
+ BIJBHERA: 01932-228243

+ PAMPORE: 01933-294132 CRI!ILE.IAR
+ PATTAN: 01954-293507
» QAZIGUND: 01951-296153
HIGHWAY STATUS : 3
Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)
. Mughal Road - (Open) SHAWWAL
(i + Srinagar- Leh- (Closed) -UL-
MUKARRAM

This Day in History 1442

1920- Peace of Trianon between Allies &
Hungary

1928- President of the Republic of China Zhang
Zuolin is assassinated by Japanese agents.
1940- British complete the "miracle of
Dunkirk" by evacuating 300,000 allied troops
from France

1944- 5th Army enters & liberates Rome from
Mussolini's Fascist armies

1945- US, Russia, Britain & France agree to
split occupied Germany

1946- Largest solar prominence (300,000
mi/500,000 km) observed

1954- France grants Vietnam independence

PRAYERS

inside French Union FAJR
1957- 1st commercial coal pipeline placed in 3 37
?g;;%at_li_on (f ly Friendly Islands) |

- Tonga (formerly Friendly Islands
declares independence from UK ZUHR
1973- A patent for the ATM is granted to Don -Iz 29
Wetzel, Tom Barnes and George Chastain. .
1974- Saudi Arabia announces that it will
increase its participation in Aramco to 60 ASR
percent .
]QLSC- Oldest animal fossils in US discovered 528
in
1982- Israel attacks targets in south Lebanon MAGRIB
1984- DNA is successfully cloned from an .
extinct animal 741
1985- STS 51-G vehicle moves to launch pad
1989- Beijing policeman shoots & wounds ISHA

Chinese priemer Li Ping

1989- Tiananmen Square Massacre: Chinese
troops clear the square of student protesters,
unofficial figures place death toll near1,000.

0:21

From RO Arehives

Valley Leaders Vent
~eelings In Mabad

MUZAFFARABAD - Visiting Kashmiri separatist leaders began
their political mission to Pakistan today with some forceful
speeches and in one case sharply critical words for the leader-
ship here for "romanticising” militancy.

Address to a joint session of the two Houses of the 'Azad
Kashmir' legislature was the high point of the first full day
here for Hurriyat Conference leaders as well as for JKLF chair-
man Yasin Malik, who all crossed the LoC to come to Muzaf-
farabad from Srinagar Thursday.

Support for the peace process, demand for participation
of Kashmiri representatives in the Indo-Pak dialogue and an
end to violence was the central theme of their speeches, a day
ahead of their visit to Islamabad where they will meet Presi-
dent. Pervez Musharraf and other Pakistani leaders.

In an emotional charged speech, Malik said that a "romantic
aura" created by the Azad Kashmir leadership about militancy had
attracted very talented Kashmiri youth who later lost their lives.
He cited 'examples of a cement factory owner and a pilot who were

killed in the course of the militancy

"Responsibility lies on Azad Kashmir for the one lac people
who have been killed in Kashmir" Malik said

As an embarrassed Azad Kashmir Minister Sardar Sikander
Hayat Khan watched, one his ministers sought permission to
respond to Malik's comments but did not have his way.

The speeches were broadcast live from Muzaffarabad on
Pakistan state and private television channels.

Malik warned against India, Pakistan or any power trying to
promote their own preferred; Kashmiris as leaders of the people.

"Kashmiris have never accepted those who were imposed,
foreign sponsored.” Malik said in Urdu, before switching to
English to underline his message.

"So I hope' this favouritism will be adopted”

"We had welcomed every peace initialises between India and
Pakistan but have the two countries ever taken am Kashmiri
leader into confidence. What are Kashmiri leaders so excited
about,” an aggressive Malik said in an oblique reference to his
companion travellers from the moderate faction of Hurriyat.

Prof Abdul Ghani Bhat, Hurriyat's spokesman, gave the most
emphatic call for an end to a conflict that has cost over tens of
thousands of lives since (be uprising began in 1989

"We want an end, end to violence, We want an end. end to
insecurity, we want an end.

end to indignity, we want an end to humiliation, we want an
end to submission.” Bhat said in a speech delivered in English

"Let us give peace a chance” he said, echoing the John Len-
non anthem.

He however said, Kashmir issue cannot be resolved by merely
repeating the "Kashmir is a dispute* mantra. Acknowledging
that India was a major power, the philosophical Abdul Ghani said
that Kashmiris need t0 use their wisdom in these circumstances.

Former Chairman of the conglomerate Moulvi Abbas Ansari
said in his speech the greatest Jihad was persuasion by words
and that was exactly what he and his colleagues were doing

He said when Hurriyat entered into talks with New Delhi
there was lot of hue and cry and now suddenly everyone has
found virtue in the talks process.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who heads the delegation told the
legislators. Kashmiris will have to decide whether they want a
lasting peace or the peace of the graveyard

Umar said the peace process was "not irreversible” if the ba-
sic issue was ignored.

"We have a few solid proposals, we would want to share
them here with the Azad Kashmir leadership and with the
leadership of Pakistan.”

He said though "Kashmiris have a just cause, mere justness
of it is not enough and time has come to evolve consensus
among themselves

(Kashmir Observer, 04 June, 2005)




News

Kastvir OBservER

Friday | 04-06-2021

Gaza's Bereaved Civilians
Fear Justlce Wlll Never Come

Karin Laub and Fares Akram

GAZA CITY: The al-Kawlaks, a
family of four generations liv-
ing next door to each other in
downtown Gaza City, were ut-
terly unprepared for the inferno.

Like others, they were terri-
fied by the heavy bombing in
Israel's fourth war with Gaza's
Hamas rulers that began May
10. The explosions felt more
powerful than in previous fight-
ing. At night, parents and chil-
dren slept in one room so they
would live or die together.

Yet the relatively well-to-do
Rimal neighborhood where the
family lived in a cluster of apart-
ment buildings seemed somewhat
safer than areas along Gaza's bor-
der with Israel, which had been
devastated in this and past fighting.

Then one night disaster struck.
Azzam al-Kawlak's four children
had gone to bed, and he and his
wife were preparing to join them.

At around 1 a.m. on May
16, a thunderous boom shook
his top-floor apartment, fol-
lowed quickly by a second and
third. "The floor cracked be-
low our feet and the furniture
was thrown to the wall," the
42-year-old engineer said.

The four-story building col-
lapsed, with Azzam's apart-
ment dropping to the ground.
The family escaped through the
kitchen balcony, now almost
ground level. Bizarrely, the laun-
dry hanging on a clothesline
seemed untouched.

It took a day for the full hor-
ror to emerge, as bodies and
survivors were pulled from the
rubble. The family and neigh-
bors used ropes to clear chunks
of concrete, working alongside
ill-equipped rescue teams.

By nightfall, the family's death
toll stood at 22. Eight bodies were

dug out of Azzam's building and 14
from the one next door. The dead
included 89-year-old family patri-
arch Amin, his son Fawaz, 62, his
grandson Sameh, 28, and his great-
grandson, 6-month-old Qusai.

Just a day earlier, Qusai's par-
ents had celebrated a small mile-
stone, his first tooth. Azzam's two
younger brothers were killed.
Three nieces - 5-year-old Rula,
10-year-old Yara and 12-year-old
Hala - were found in a tight em-
brace, their bodies the last to be
pulled out, said Azzam's surviv-
ing older brother, Awni.

The bombing along several
hundred meters (yards) of al-
Wahda Street took just minutes.
In all, it brought down three
houses - two in the al-Kawlak
compound and one nearby - and
killed a total of 43 people, mak-
ing it the single deadliest air
raid of the 11-day war.

Israel said the target was a
Hamas tunnel underneath the
street, part of what it called a
roughly 350-kilometer-long (220-
mile) underground network. The
tunnels served offensive and de-
fensive purposes, military officials
said, accusing Hamas of using ci-
vilians as human shields.

Lt. Col. Jonathan Conricus, a
military spokesman, acknowl-
edged the many civilian casual-
ties that night. "It's not a totally
mathematical exercise in choos-
ing the ordnance," he said, sug-
gesting the military had miscal-
culated. He said Israel carried
out dozens of airstrikes in areas
just as densely populated, with
far fewer casualties.

Defense Minister Benny Gantz
told foreign journalists this week
that Israel does everything it can
to avoid civilian casualties, but
Gaza's crowded urban landscape
makes it virtually impossible to
avoid them altogether "Hamas is
aiming to hit civilians by purpose
and we are trying our best for
that not to happen,” he said.

The fighting began May 10 after
Hamas fired rockets toward Jerusa-
lem in support of Palestinian pro-
tests against Israel's heavy-handed
policing of the Al-Agqsa Mosque
compound, a site sacred to Jews
and Muslims, and the threatened
eviction of dozens of Palestinian
families by Jewish settlers.PTI

Indonesia Cancels Haj
Pilgrimage For Second
Year In A Row

JAKARTA: Indonesia has can-
celled the haj pilgrimage for
people in the world's largest
Muslim-majority nation for
a second year in a row due to

countries have received quo-
tas, because the memorandum
of understanding has not been
signed," he said, adding that pil-
grims who had paid haj fees will

concerns  over be pilgrims next
the COVID-19 year.
pandemic, the I_ —I Saudi Arabia
religious affairs i B P S has lifted a ban
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- imposed to curb
the spread of
coronavirus, the

lifetime  event, S (Ul e Saudi state news
with an average |_h-—..__.— _| agency said on
wait time 20 Saturday, but

years due to a
quota system, according to the
country's cabinet secretariat.
"Due to the pandemic and for
the safety of the pilgrims, the gov-
ernment has decided that this year
it won't allow Indonesian pilgrims
to go again," Minister Yaqut Cholil
Qoumas said in a statement.
Yaqut said Saudi Arabia had
not opened access to the haj.
"It's not just Indonesia...no

will still require
quarantine procedures.

Before the pandemic enforced
social distancing globally, some
2.5 million pilgrims used to visit
the holiest sites of Islam in Mec-
ca and Medina for the week-
long haj, and the lesser, year-
round umrah pilgrimage, which
altogether earned the kingdom
about $12 billion a year, accord-
ing to official data.-REUTERS

CHILDREN ATTEND HOME-BASED learning lessons after all schools were shut, due to the surge in
Covid-19 in Singapore on May 20, 2021 Reuters

Children Risk 'Generational
Catastrophe' From Covid

Agencies

he coronavirus pan-
demic has severely af-
fected children's rights
worldwide, with young
people risking a "generational
catastrophe" if governments do
not act, a rights group said in an
annual survey on Thursday.

Millions of children have
missed out on education be-
cause of Covid-19 restrictions
while there will be a long
term impact in terms of their
physical and mental health,
Dutch NGO KidsRights said as
it launched its annual ranking.

The survey ranks Iceland,
Switzerland and Finland as
best for children's rights and
Chad, Afghanistan and Sierra
Leone as the worst, out of a to-
tal of 182 countries.

Marc Dulleart, founder and
chairman of KidsRights, said
that the effects of the pan-
demic on children had "unfor-
tunately exceeded our predic-
tions at the outset last year."

"Apart from patients of the
coronavirus, children have

been hardest hit, not directly
by the virus itself, but funda-
mentally failed through the de-
ferred actions of governments
around the world," he said.

"Educational recovery is the
key to avoiding generational
catastrophe,” Dulleart added.

The group said schools for
more than 168 million children
have been closed for almost
a full year, with one in three
children worldwide unable to
access remote learning while
their schools were shut.

An additional 142 million
kids fell into material poverty
as the global economy was hit
by the pandemic, while 370
million kids missed out on
school meals.

KidsRights paid tribute to
Manchester United and Eng-
land footballer Marcus Rash-
ford for his campaign to extend
free school meals.

It also hailed Bangladesh for
taking over a national TV chan-
nel for home schooling and
praised Belgium and Sweden
for trying to keep schools open.

Meanwhile 80 million chil-

dren under the age of one
could miss out on routine vac-
cination for other diseases be-
cause of disruption to health-
care systems, it said.

The report said there was
also an "astonishing increase”
in domestic violence during
lockdowns, with children often
the victims.

KidsRights included Pales-
tine on its list for the first time,
placing it in 104th position due
to a focus on healthcare de-
spite difficult circumstances.

However, as in previous
years it gave low scores to
Britain, Australia and New Zea-
land, due to a lack of legal pro-
tection for children relative to
their wealth.

Britain and New Zealand
were ranked at 169 and 168 re-
spectively, below North Korea,
Syria, Iraq, and Sudan, and just
ahead of Eritrea.

Austria and Hungary also fell
heavily due to discrimination.

The survey uses UN data to
measure how countries mea-
sure up to the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

Researchers Reveal Global '"Hot Spots'
Where New Coronav1ruses May Emerge

WASHINGTON: Global land-
use changes including forest
fragmentation, agricultural ex-
pansion and concentrated live-
stock production are creating
'hot spots' favourable for bats
that carry coronaviruses and
where conditions are ripe for
the diseases to jump from bats
to humans, finds a new study.

The findings were published by
researchers at the University of
California, Berkeley, the Politec-
nico di Milano (Polytechnic Uni-
versity of Milan) and the Massey
University of New Zealand.

While the exact origins of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus remain unclear,
scientists believe that the disease
likely emerged when a virus that
infects horseshoe bats was able to
jump to humans, either directly
through wildlife-to-human con-
tact, or indirectly by first infect-
ing an intermediate animal host,
such as the pangolin, sometimes
known as the scaly anteater.

Horseshoe bats are known to
carry a variety of coronaviruses,
including strains that are genet-
ically similar to ones that cause
COVID-19 and severe acute re-
spiratory syndrome (SARS).

The new study used re-
mote sensing to analyze land-

use patterns throughout the
horseshoe bat's range, which
extends from Western Europe
through Southeast Asia.

By identifying areas of forest
fragmentation, human settle-
ment and agricultural and live-
stock production, and compar-
ing these to known horseshoe
bat habitats, they identified po-
tential hot spots where habitat is
favourable for these bat species,
and where these so-called zoo-
notic viruses could potentially
jump from bats to humans.

The analysis also identified
locations that could become
easily become hot spots with
changes in land use.

"Land use changes can have
an important impact on human
health, both because we are
modifying the environment, but
also because they can increase
our exposure to zoonotic dis-
ease," said study co-author Paolo

D'Odorico, a professor of envi-
ronmental science, policy and
management at UC Berkeley.

"Every formal land-use
change should be evaluated
not only for the environmental
and social impacts on resources
such as carbon stocks, micro-
climate and water availability
but also for the potential chain
reactions that could impact hu-
man health," Paolo added.

Most of the current hot spots
are clustered in China, where
a growing demand for meat
products has driven the expan-
sion of large-scale, industrial
livestock farming. Concentrat-
ed livestock production is par-
ticularly concerning because
the practice brings together
large populations of geneti-
cally similar, often immune-
suppressed animals that are
highly vulnerable to disease
outbreaks, the researchers said.

The analysis also found that
parts of Japan, the north Philip-
pines and China south of Shang-
hai are at risk of becoming hot
spots with further forest frag-
mentation, while parts of Indo-
china and Thailand may transi-
tion into hot spots with increases
in livestock production.-IANS

US ‘Committed To Helping
Saudi Arabia Defend Its
Territory, People’

WASHINGTON: US Defence Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin spoke with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman on Wednesday and
emphasised US commitment to
helping Saudi Arabia defend its
territory and people, the Penta-
gon said.

Austin and Prince Mohammad
discussed regional security, par-
ticularly efforts to end the war
in Yemen, and “ongoing bilateral
efforts to improve Saudi Arabias
defences,” Pentagon spokesman
John Kirby said in a statement.

Iran-aligned Houthi militia
has kept up cross-border attacks
on Saudi Arabia and are press-
ing an offensive to seize Yemen’s
gas-rich Ma’arib region.

Austin “noted Saudi Arabias
recent successes in defeating
Houthi attacks on the Kingdom”
and thanked the crown prince

for working with US special en-
voy for Yemen Tim Lenderking to
end the Yemen war, Kirby said.

Last month, Lenderking criti-
cised the Houthis for not engag-
ing seriously in stalled efforts to
secure a ceasefire. He also urged
the coalition to remove restric-
tions on all Yemeni ports and
airports. -REUTERS

Israelis, Emiratis Meet
In Dubai To Discuss

lnvestments

t the luxurious Armani ho-
Atel inside the world’s tall-

est skyscraper in Dubai,
Israelis in kippas and Emiratis in
long white robes and kanduras
gathered on Wednesday to dis-
cuss investment opportunities.
They aimed to make the most of
deepening ties nine months af-
ter the two countries agreed to
formalise relations.

There was extremely little
mention of the Palestinians or
the fact that barely two weeks
ago, Israel was involved in the
bombardment of the Gaza strip.

Rather, the conversations
were laser-focused on busi-
ness. Several Israeli and Emirati
speakers opened their remarks
with both the Hebrew greet-
ing of “Shalom” and the Arabic
greeting of “Salam”. They spoke
about boosting tourism, creating
jobs, technology sharing, diver-
sifying economies and tackling
issues of water scarcity.

Since the UAE and Israel for-
malised ties in September, tens
of thousands of Israeli tourists
have come to the UAE — mostly
to Dubai or in targeted visits to
the capital of Abu Dhabi.

Trade between the two coun-
tries has already exceeded $354
million. The two countries have
signed around 25 agreements in
more than 15 sectors, said Minister
of State for Foreign Trade Thani bin
Ahmed Al-Zayoudi, the highest-
level Emirati official at the event.

There has been no indica-
tion the 11-day violence in Gaza,
which ended with an inconclusive
ceasefire on May 21, has slowed
down budding Emirati-Israeli ties.

The war killed 254 Palestin-
ians in the Gaza Strip, includ-
ing 67 children and 22 people
from the same family, aged six
months to 89 years. Hamas,
which rules Gaza, says 80 of its
fighters were Kkilled. Thirteen
died in Israel, including two
children and one soldier.

The investment forum was
worlds away from the devasta-

tion. In the lavish and tightly
secured Armani ballroom at the
Burj Khalifa tower, there was no
visible worry or concern on the
faces of eager and excited Israeli
delegates and speakers, many of
whom expressed their astonish-
ment at how rapidly ties have
flourished with the United Arab
Emirates.

“It's happening and it didn't
happen before. If you would
have spoken to me a year ago, |
wouldn't have guessed that [we]
will speak here today in Dubai
about all of these things that are
happening,” said Israeli Ambas-
sador Eitan Na'eh, who is based
in Abu Dhabi.

Na'eh spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on the sidelines of
the summit, which was billed as
the first face-to-face investment
conference in the UAE between
[sraelis and Emiratis since the
US-brokered diplomatic pact
was signed in September.

The director general of the
Abu Dhabi Investment Office,
Tariq Bin Hendi, told the audi-
ence his country has “helped
Israeli companies set up in the
UAE". The office is responsible
for attracting foreign invest-
ment into Abu Dhabi and diver-
sifying the private sector.

“We want the people of Israel,
the people of the world to come
and join us, help us on that jour-
ney, work with us, learn from us,
allow us to learn from you, and
ultimately build a strong rela-
tionship,” he said.

There were no high-level
speakers from Israel at the
event, though that may be a
result of Israel’s political uncer-
tainty. The list of speakers had
also changed quite significantly
to exclude several of the original
speakers listed on the agenda
before the recent violence.

Last month, the UAE issued a
rare public rebuke of Israel for
heavy-handed police measures
in Jerusalem and violent scenes
captured by Palestinians of Israeli
security forces storming the Al-
Agsa Mosque compound, a site
sacred to both Muslims and Jews.

The violence, which erupted
in the final days of Ramazan,
angered citizens across Gulf
Arab states, some of whom
expressed support for Palestin-
ians and opposition to Israel
on social media or in limited
street protests.-AP

NEWS MAKERS

This US State Is Giving Pick-Up Trucks,

Hunting Rifles To The Vuccmu’red

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON: A pick-up truck, a
hunting license or a rifle: the US
state of West Virginia is launching
a lottery for vaccinated people to
boost its flagging Covid-19 immuni-
zation campaign.

After a strong start, Covid-19 vac-
cination rates stagnated in the rural
state in the heart of the Appalachian
mountains in the eastern United
States, where only 41 percent of the
population is fully vaccinated.

To get a jab into still hesitant
residents, the state will run a lot-
tery every week between June 20
and August 4, with prizes for resi-
dents who have received at least
one vaccine dose, the state's Re-
publican governor Jim Justice an-
nounced Tuesday.

Among the prizes to be won
on June 20, then every follow-
ing Wednesday, are two pick-up
trucks, five lifetime fishing and
hunting licenses, ten hunting ri-
fles, and 25 weekend stays in the
state's natural parks.

There will also be a $1 million
money pot, and for people be-
tween the ages of 12 and 25, two
full four-year scholarships at a
state university.

"We still have a substantial part of

our state that has not chosen to be vac-
cinated,” said Clay Marsh, chief health
officer at West Virginia University.

In recent months the state has al-
ready offered people between the
ages of 16 and 35 -- the age group
most reluctant to vaccination -- $100
savings certificates or gift certificates,
if they got vaccinated.

Started by the state of Ohio, lot-
teries with million of dollars at
stake for people who get vaccinated
are being used to revive vaccination
campaigns in the United States.

Other states also trying to attract
vaccine holdouts by offering beer,
pizza, or tickets to sporting events.

President Joe Biden wants 70 percent
of US adults to have received at least
one Covid-19 vaccine dose by US inde-
pendence day on July 4. The 50 percent
milestone was crossed on May 25.

This Tycoon Has Lost $14 Billion In Just 5 Months

Agencies

arry Chen, the former school

heacher from a poor Chinese

illage who became one of

the world's richest people, is clos-

ing in on losing his billionaire sta-

tus as shares in his online-educa-
tion business slump.

GSX Techedu Inc. fell 4% in New
York trading Wednesday after Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc. downgraded
the stock and slashed its price tar-
get. The shares have plunged 88%
since late January, wiping almost
$14 billion from Chen's fortune
and leaving him a net worth of
about $1.9 billion, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

The Chinese firm has been
buffeted by a range of issues, in-
cluding the country's crackdown
on the online-education sector,
a weaker-than-expected results

outlook and the implosion of an
investor, Bill Hwang's Archegos
Capital Management.

"Policy risk is the No. 1 concern
right now," said Tommy Wong, an
analyst at China Merchants Securi-
ties International Co. based in Hong
Kong, who rates the stock a buy.

A spokesperson for GSX de-
clined to comment on the share
plunge or Chen's wealth.

The Chinese education industry
is under increased scrutiny after
President Xi Jinping suggested in
March that a surge in after-school
tutoring was putting immense
pressure on China's kids. The coun-
try's education ministry plans to
create a dedicated division to over-
see all private education platforms
for the first time, people familiar
with the matter told Bloomberg.

GSX s shutting its pre-school edu-
cation business for children ages 3 to

8 in response to regulations banning
kindergarten and private-tutoring
schools from teaching the elementa-
ry school curriculum, spokeswoman
Sandy Qin said this week.

The company is laying off em-
ployees as a result, Qin said, while
declining to say how many people
are losing their jobs. Chinese media
reported earlier that the company
is cutting almost a third of its staff.

In April, GSX was among four pri-
vate education providers fined the

maximum penalty of 500,000 yuan
($78,356) for using false or mislead-
ing prices to lure customers.

It's a major headache for Chen,
who owns about 44% of GSX, at a
time when his company's shares
were already being hit by a weaker-
than-expected outlook. In late May,
GSX gave a second-quarter revenue
forecast that missed the average
analyst estimate. Its shares tumbled.

And in March, one of the out-
side investors with the largest
exposure to the firm, Hwang's Ar-
chegos, imploded when it failed to
meet margin calls.

Hwang's family office had built
highly leveraged positions in GSX and
other firms using swaps. When some
of those stocks fell, banks demanded
collateral that Hwang was unable
to provide, so they offloaded large
blocks of GSX and other shares. GSX
plunged as much as 56% in one day.
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Govt Makes CID
Verification Mandatory
For SKUAST-K Employees

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir  administration  has
made Criminal Investigation De-
partment verification mandatory
for the employees of SKUAST-
Kashmir to put a cap on “dubious

characters” of newly recruited
employees.
A circular issued by the

SKUAST-K said that the employ-
ees whose CID verification has
not been submitted so far shall
resolve the matter immediately
with concerned authorities under
intimation of the administration.

“The salary of the incumbent
employee will be stopped forth-
with till verification by the CID,”
the circular said.

It said that the appointees shall
give an undertaking in the shape of
an affidavit to the effect that in case
adverse report about their char-
acter and antecedents is received
from the Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police, CID, and Jammu and
Kashmir to whom a reference shall
be made by the concerned office.

“Their appointment shall by
itself stand cancelled Ab-initio

and they shall have no claim of
their appointment,” it reads.

The circular reads, “Although
there has been no adverse re-
porting against any new ap-
pointee, entrant on this account
so far from any Constituent Unit
of the University where such
employees have been posted,
however, it is felt to have the
follow-up action report in this
regard from all the concerned
Directorates, Faculties, Stations,
Colleges, KVKs to make a data-
base for ready reference.”

The registrar requested the
concerned to intimate SKUAST-
K within a weeks’ time whether
the requisite CID verification of
the new entrants or appointees
posted in their respective offices
during the last five years have
been sought by them or not.

“If the CID verification, in any
case, has not been taken up till
date; the same may kindly be
taken up with the concerned of-
fice immediately under intima-
tion to this office and the salary
of the incumbent employee will
be stopped forthwith till verifi-
cation by the CID,” it reads.

DC Gbl Seeks Data On
Vaccination Of Priority Groups

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal, Krit-
tika Jyotsna Thursday reviewed
the progress of the vaccination
drive for 18-44 years of age group,
launched last week in the district.

The DC sought data from the
concerned officers of priority
groups including Yatra service
providers, shopkeepers, drivers,
people with co-morbidity and
other priority groups.

The DC directed the CMO that
vaccination vials shall be avail-
able in abundance at these sites
besides BMOs should ensure
maximum mobilisation of tar-

get groups in their concerned
areas so that the targets are
achieved on a daily basis.

Regarding vaccination of Yatra
service providers, the Naib Teh-
sildar Kangan and CEO SDA were
directed to ensure vaccination of
all service providers at an earliest.

The meeting also discussed
the status of 5 bedded Isola-
tion Facility in each panchayat
and second dose vaccination for
Health Care Workers and other
frontline workers.

The DC sought cooperation
among all departments and bet-
ter liaison with the local PRIs
so that vaccination of targeted
groups is achieved on time.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Following reports
of the cases of Foot and Mouth
Disease (FMD) in Kashmir, the
Directorate of Sheep Husband-
ry Kashmir has informed all
the Sheep farmers of the divi-
sion not to panic and take nec-
essary preventive measures
as the disease is not usually
manifested in a virulent form
in small ruminants.

The department as per an
official communiqué has in-
formed that an outbreak of
Foot & Mouth like disease was
reported in sheep during early
May in district Budgam and the
department immediately took
remedial measures and started
vaccination of the animals in
periphery of the affected areas
(ring vaccination) and offered
treatment of clinical cases.

The disease was mainly re-
ported from rural areas like
Rathsun, Shalkani, Gundipora
of Beerwah Sub division of

District Budgam where about
1700 sheep were affected out
of which about 1600 have re-
covered fully. Besides district
Budgam, disease was sporadi-
cally reported from isolated
pockets of District Anantnag,
Baramulla and Bandipora.

All symptomatic treatment
of affected cases is being un-
dertaken and there is no pau-
city of either drugs or vaccines
required to address the out-
break. Moreover 05 teams of
experts from Disease Investiga-
tion Laboratory Nowshera have

FMD Outbreak...
Disease Not Manifested
In Virulent Form In Small
Rummants. Dir SH

been deputed for 10 districts
of Kashmir division, to keep a
tight surveillance on any form
of disease outbreak through-
out the division especially of
the migrating flocks from dif-
ferent areas of the valley.

It was also informed that the
department has established vari-
ous first aid camps at sub alpines
and shall be keeping all the re-
sources available at Highland
pastures where the flocks migrate
during summer to keep an eye on
the disease and provide necessary
treatment as and when required.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Amidst Covid-19
pandemic, the Government
has distributed 3730 quintals
worth Rs. 84.9 crore of free
ration among 37, 30,239 ben-
eficiaries under Priority house
hold (PHH), Antyodya Ana Yoj-
na (AAY) categories in Kashmir
for May and June-2021.
Sharing details, the Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div
Com) Kashmir, Pandurang K
Pole said that the department
of Food Civil Supplies and
Consumers Affairs (FCS&CA),

besides smooth supply of
monthly ration to consum-
ers, department has distrib-
uted additional free ration of
over 1865 quintals of rice and
wheat among PHH and AAY
category beneficiaries during
the month of May- 2021.

He said that the free ration
was distributed after instruct-
ed by the Government as relief
to the poor population after
people’s livelihood suffered
due to covid pandemic.

The Div Com said that while
as distribution of free addition-
al ration for the month of May

Rs 85 Cr Worth Free Ration Distributed
In Kashmir During Pandemic: Govt

has been already completed,
the distribution for the month
of June shall pick up soon across
all the districts of Kashmir.

He said that keeping pandem-
ic and lockdown into consider-
ation, Government announced
free ration for two months
among poor consumers under
which free ration of 5 kg per soul
which includes 1772 quintals of
rice and 932 quintals of wheat
during the month of May.

He said that FCS&CA has
geared up for the distribution
of additional ration for the
month of June also.

Adhere To Covid SOPs
Strictly: DC Shopian

SHOPIAN: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, Sachin Ku-
mar Vaishya Thursday stressed
for strict adherence to Covid-19
SOPs, guidelines and undertak-
ing vaccination to save the pre-
cious lives and further contain
the spread of the corona virus
in the district.

The DC said that during his
visit to the town market yes-
terday, some people were seen
without masks and were later
fined also.

Vaishya said that lockdown
was imposed with an aim to
tackle the situation arising due

to the spread of virus, but un-
locking does not mean that
people will take it lightly and
move without wearing masks.
He appealed to the people to
firmly act upon the guidelines
and make the usage of masks,
maintain social distancing and
clean hands using soap |/ sa-
nitiser properly to minimise the
infection of Covid-19 pandemic.
The DC said that even if the
positive cases are decreasing each
passing day, there is still need to
follow Covid appropriate behavior
with more responsibility to avoid
further spread of the disease.

Covid Positivity Rate
Enormously Down In

Budgam: DC

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Deputy commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, Shahbaz
Ahmed Mirza Thursday informed
that the positivity rate has come
down enormously in the district,
and called for strict adherence to
Covid-19 SOPs, guidelines to come
out of red zone and prevent fur-
ther spread of virus in the district.

Briefing the Media persons,
the DC said that till yesterday
there were 12465 cases re-
ported, however from Ist April
10587 patients have since re-
covered and presently there are
1878 active cases in the district.

He said that the recovery rate
has reached to 85 percent and
above, and is showing increas-
ing trend day by day.

Regarding active rate ratio, the
DC said it was 2 percent and above
however since last 2 days, it has
come down that shows the graph of
positivity is coming down gradually.

Mira said there is message
for the general public that they
shall follow all guidelines, SOPs
strictly as already notified.
There shall be no laxity from
any one in adhering to the in-
structions as the danger has not

diminished yet, as it still looms
around so taking precautions is
the best prevention, he added.

Giving details about the vacci-
nation status in the district, the
DC said that vaccination to the
age group of 18 to 44 years is go-
ing on smoothly across district,
in addition vaccination to the
age group of 45 and above in the
whole district has taken place
and the target has reached to 77
percent. He said there is hope
that in coming period the dis-
trict administration shall be able
to achieve 100 percent target.

The DC during the briefing ap-
pealed to the all concerned age
category groups to kindly visit
nearby vaccination centers as ear-
ly as possible, get vaccinated, keep
yourself safe, leave aside all ap-
prehensions, be sure that vaccine
as are safe having no side effects.

Regarding restrictions, the DC
said that the District Budgam is
still under Red Zone category, so
already issued guidelines/restric-
tions are very much there. General
public is requested to adhere these
all, however violations shall not be
tolerated and the concerned viola-
tor will be booked and punished as
per law, he added.

C] Mithal Inaugurates Legal Service Center

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Chief Justice Jammu and
Kashmir High Court, Justice Pankaj
Mithal Thursday inaugurated Vidhik
Seva Kendra/Legal Service Center at
Srinagar/ Jammu wings of J&K High

Court.

On this occasion Justice Ali Mo-
hammad Magrey, Executive Chair-
man of J&K Legal Services Authority,
Justice Dhiraj Singh Thakur, Executive
Chairman of Ladakh Legal Services
Authority and Justice Tashi Rabstan,
Chairman, High Court Legal Services
Committee also joined the Hon’ble

Chief Justice.

Besides the other Judges of the High

the cases in the High Court of J&K and
other District and Subordinate Courts
at doorstep by use of this service.
Justice Pankaj Mithal, who is also
Patron in Chief of J&K and Ladakh
Legal Services Authorities, while ap-

their cases by e-mode while at their
respective places without approach-
ing the courts physically.

Executive Chairman, J&K Legal
Services Authority also described
the services as an additional and ef-
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tations.” Prof. Mir emphasized that, “let there
be a meaningful and result-oriented interac-
tion between the participants—especially the
students—and the invited expert.”

In his address, Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar,
observed, “all walks of life have been hit by Cov-
id crisis and we have to enrich our understand-
ing about the strategies we are required to em-

After inspection of the centre, Advisor visited Chijhama Ra-
fiabad where he met with the PRIs delegation headed by DDC
Chairperson, Baramulla Safeena Beigh and other stakeholders.

DDC Chairperson highlighted various issues pertaining to
fight against the pandemic. She demanded installation of
oxygen plants in Rafiabad area for effectively tackling the
disease besides demanding posting of Chief Accounts Offi-
cer in GMC Baramulla so that the funds, meant to tackle the
pandemic, are utilised in a smooth and effective manner.
She also highlighted several other issues which included
rationalisation of staff in health institutions among other

&8l the candidates shall bing alang thelr academic/prafessional qualitication certificates along with thidr ex-
perience certificates stating thelr experience in the desired field in ooiginal,

1 The randidates ame also required to produce a self-attested photocopy of cach document ACertificate along
with twin passpart size photographs at the time of document serlfication, In the svent of filure ot a candidate for taking
part in documeant verlfication; sheshe shall forfeit hiscandidatuee for the respective post,

] Al candidates are adwized to treat this notfication as call letter and appear for intardoe on the said date be-
fore thi selections Interviow committen at the venue mentionsed abavn,

ploy in order to deal with the stress effectively.” 4 o T-A/DuA shall be paid for attending the interview.

He said, “stress management is the buzzword E, In case of any changes is done in the date, time ar venue of the interviesw of inthe notics above; it woulbd be
these days and the participants should utilize upiatod an the wabsite, Themtane, the candidates ame advised to visit our website regularly L., wew srinagarsmarte iy,

grievances of vital public significance. this opportunity in terms of having a mean- in for further updates,

Other delegations comprising civil society members ingful discourse. Prof. Zargar revealed, “online Mo S5CLATED B33
highlighted their issues and demands. Advisor assured all classes need to be graced with elements of in- Matad 02065307 Sl
the participants that all their genuine grievances would be terest, entertainment, fun and interaction be- Chief Executive Officer

looked into for redressal in a time bound manner. tween the teacher and the taught. DIPE-NE-1048/71 Srinagar Smart City Lirnitod




’l_l’llnk Send your write ups and feedback at

Opinion Analysis Essays editpage.ko@gmail.com

L K ASHMIR OBSERVER < 6

O KASHMIR
Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of the
Kashmir Observer LLP
Published from: # 5- Boulevard, Srinagar-190001
Printed at: KT Press Pvt. Ltd, Rangreth Ind Area, Srinagar.
RNI Registration No: 69503/98
Postal Registration No-L/159/K0/SK/2014-16
Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider
Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja
Switchboard: (0194) 2106304
Editorial: (0194) 2502327
Email editorial: editor@kashmirobserver.net

Waning second wave

n a sign that the coronavirus cases are drasti-
cally declining in the country, around 1.32 lakh
fresh cases have been recorded on Wednesday,
which is a two-third from the peak of infections
at 4.14 lakh. Deaths similarly have declined to 3207
from around 4500. This has taken the official count of
fatalities to 3.351akh. This figure, however, is strongly
contested. Many media reports have put the number
of deaths several times higher and blamed the gov-
ernment for deliberately underestimating the scale
of the tragedy. But the undercounting of the deaths
doesn't take away from the fact that the fresh cases
are now declining fast. Now 344 districts — nearly
half of India’s 718 districts — are reporting seven-day
positivity of less than 5 per cent. That’s an improve-
ment from the week ending May 7, when only 92 dis-
tricts reported a positivity rate of under 5 per cent,

It is true that some states like Tamil Nadu are
still struggling to reign in the contagion. On Wednes-
day, the southern state logged the highest number
of 26,513 infections. But it is hoped that the state will
also peak soon like the other parts of the country. The
cases in New Delhi which had witnessed mayhem
during April and first half of May have witnessed a
steep decline.

The reason for the drop in cases can be attributed
to a blend of lockdown and vaccination. So far, 70 per
cent of the vulnerable population and 32 per cent of
those in the 45+ age group have either been vacci-
nated or have received their first dose. The centre
has now set for itself the ambitious goal of vaccinat-
ing the entire country by the end of this year. So, the
effort is to pace up the vaccination drive. However,
it won't be easy to accomplish the massive task. More
so, with vaccines still in short supply.

Going forward, the government has to make a
sparing use of lockdown, enforce Covid-appropriate
behaviour and speed up the vaccination to ensure
that the third Covid-19 wave doesn't rear its head.
Vaccination, however, will hold the key. The decreas-
ing trend of the infections is a good news. The gov-
ernment should now build upon it by scaling up the
production of vaccines. Much is at stake in India. The
economy that was battered last year can't afford one
more year of disruption. Already lakhs of people are
jobless or have had their incomes truncated. So, an
extended lockdown is ruled out. There's no other op-
tion but to vaccinate a critical mass of people to get a
handle on the pandemic.

OTHER OPINON

Ending Encryption

arely a day before the Information Technology (In-

termediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics

Code) Rules 2021 came into force, WhatsApp moved

the Delhi High Court against the rules — specifi-
cally the one that mandates that a “significant social media
intermediary providing services primarily in the nature of
messaging shall enable the identification of the first origi-
nator of the information on its computer resource as may
be required by a judicial order”. Given the specification
that a “significant social media intermediary” is one with
more than 50 lakh registered users, WhatsApp’s messenger
service would clearly be affected. WhatsApp’s contention is
that for compliance and traceability, it would have to break
its end-to-end encryption service that allows messages to
be read only by the sender and the receiver. Its argument
is that the encryption feature allows for privacy protections
and breaking it would mean a violation of privacy. The ques-
tion to be asked is whether the traceability guidelines (by
breaking encryption) are vital to law enforcement in cases
of harmful content. A release by the Ministry of Electronics
and IT has said that the traceability measure will be used by
law enforcement as the “last resort” and will come by only
in specific situations, such as “for the purposes of preven-
tion, detection, investigation, prosecution or punishment of
an offence related to the sovereignty and integrity of India...
or child sexual abuse material, punishable with imprison-
ment....” The assertion suggests that this requirement is in
line with the Puttaswamy judgment that clarified that any
restriction to the right of privacy must be necessary, propor-
tionate and include safeguards against abuse.

But the Government, as the law stands now, can already
seek access to encrypted data under Section 69(3) of the IT
Act, and Rules 17 and 13 of the 2009 Surveillance Rules that
require intermediaries to assist with decryption when they
have the technical ability to do so and when law enforcement
has no other alternative. Besides, it can still seek unencrypt-
ed data, metadata and digital trails from intermediaries
such as WhatsApp. The trouble with enforcing traceability
is that without safeguards such as having any independent
or judicial oversight, government agencies could seek any
user’s identity on vague grounds and this could compromise
the anonymity of whistle-blowers and journalistic sources,
who can claim to be acting in the public interest.
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Israel’s New Tool: Normalising
Occupation through Digital Means

Daaliyah Majeed Khan

While
commenting on
the ongoing

he ‘Israel-Palestine vio-

lence’ led to the death of

256 Palestinians includ-

ing 66 children, wounding
more than 1900. It also led to the
death of 13 Israelis, out of which
02 were children, injuring 200
people.

War contains two completely
different perceptions: perception
of oppression and perception of
victimization. Each side can be
understood by knowing the truth
of both sides but when the truth is
stopped and tempered in between,
it is not possible to form a fair
opinion and today’s perception
comes mostly from what the Me-
dia propagates. The media has a

censorship from social  crucial role in shaping a nation's

media giants, Human

attitude towards other countries.
Biased reportage could foster ste-

Rl ghts acth' StS Stated reotypes of the outside world that

that it could amount
to the destruction of

may encourage the public opinion
of one country to political hostil-
ity against others.

Media Bias can take different

ev'dence |n war CrImES routes and one of them is using

mislead terminologies. Spread-

dOCU menta‘“on, Wh'Ch ing disinformation regarding the

could mislead the

Israel-Palestine violence is a nov-
el method of oppression and a lot
of credit goes to Western Media,

Internatlonal Crlmlnal where disinformation is flourish-

Court in monitoring
war crimes

ing. There is a difference in the
language used by the news chan-
nels and journalists for the Pales-
tinians and Israelis. Words such
as “killed”, “murdered” are used
to describe the death of Israelis
but not the death of Palestinians.
The word like “terrorists” is of-
ten used to describe Palestinians
and the word like “Zionists” is put
under the shield of community
guidelines. The words like “tar-
gets”, and “strategies” are used
instead of “lethal violence”. The
word “Arab” used only instead of
“Palestine” indirectly denies the
existence of Palestine. This usage
of words by the media channels
clearly displays that all acts of vi-
olence should be considered with
equal political meaning or even
with equal moral weight.

For example, Fox News, titled
one of its news bulletins as “US
cannot waver while Israel is being
attacked”, which means accord-
ing to Fox News, Israel is being
attacked and it is not the one who
attacks. Another News title reads,
“Israel preparing retaliation
against rocket attacks” which
connotes that Israel is defending
or retaliating and not attacking.

During a news bulletin BBC
anchor said that “212 people in-
cluding 61 children have died in
Gaza”, “12 people, including 2
children have been killed in Is-
rael”, which clearly portrays that
there is difference between the
rights of an innocent in Israel and
an innocent in Gaza.

This so-called ‘liberal media’
tends to show that any violence
by the occupier is legitimate and
any violence by the occupied isn’t.
Media appears more sympathetic
to Israel, focusing on coverage of
rockets fired from Gaza and com-
pletely ignoring the torrent of the
Israeli rockets which destroyed
hundreds of lives. The problem
with this kind of reportage is that
it leads the way to dehumaniza-
tion of a people.

However, Social Media can be
a crucial element in the success or
failure of social movements in the
way they frame the movement's
cause, status and ultimately their
ideologies.

Palestinians are besieged on
social media, too. Sudden disap-
pearance of hash tags, blockage
of live streaming, the removal of
content supporting Palestinian
rights, the deletion or suspension
of Palestinian social media ac-
counts are just some of the ways
Palestinian voices are being sup-
pressed online. On Instagram and
Facebook, many social media us-
ers have reported that their posts
are being censored, their reach
has been curtailed and their ac-
counts have been shadow banned.

On twitter, the account of a
writer Mariam Barghouti was
suspended after she criticised Is-
rael’s heavy-handed crackdown
on Palestinian protests, which
Twitter said was removed by mis-
take. Many others like Khaled A.
Beydoun, an author who enjoys
a considerable following online,
also tweeted that their tweets
were removed or their reach cur-
tailed.On Instagram, the hash-tag
“Al-Agsa”, "Sheikh Jarrah" were
temporarily hidden and users
were told that their content went
against community guidelines.

In a report which was issued
by the 7amleh (Arab Center for
the Advancement of Social Me-
dia), recorded 500 Digital Rights
violation of Palestinians, out of
which 50% (250) were recorded on
Instagram, 35% (179) on Facebook,
11% (55) on Twitter, 1% of the re-

ported cases were on Tik Tok and
rest 3% were cases without suffi-
cient information.

In an Interview, Mona Shtaya,
a local advocacy advisor at 7am-
leh, alleged that such censorship
is part of a systematic effort of big
tech companies to suppress the
Palestinian narrative from the on-
line space. A recent report of New
York Times revealed that more
than 100 new whatsapp groups
were created to incite violence
against Palestinians and abet the
members to engage in planned at-
tacks.

While commenting on the
ongoing censorship from social
media giants, Human Rights ac-
tivists stated that it could amount
to the destruction of evidence in
war crimes documentation, which
could mislead the International
Criminal Court in monitoring
war crimes.

Therefore, it is as clear as day
that censorship of Palestinians
on social media is deteriorating
the digital rights of Palestinians
at a concerning rate. The Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, 1966 under Ar-
ticle 17 provides that “No One
shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his
privacy”. Furthermore Article 19
of ICCPR states that “everyone
shall have the Right to Freedom
of Expression”. Specifically, Ar-
ticle 26 states, “All persons are
equal before the law and are en-
titled without any discrimination
to the equal protection of law”.
The rights to online privacy and
freedom of expression which are
guaranteed wunder “Universal
Declaration of Human Rights”
seem to be of no use for Palestin-
ians. The biased media policies
and censorship of social media in
Palestine are motivated with the
aim of suppressing and silencing
the Palestinian voices, which is a
clear and transparent violation of
Palestinian’s ‘Digital Rights’.

Views expressed in the article

are the author’s own and do not
necessarily represent the editorial
stance of Kashmir Observer

The author is a student of law at
University of Kashmir and can
be reached at daaliyahnasreen@
gmail.com

OBSERVER

MAIL

All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and
address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity,
spaceand accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does
not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

Boost to Young Authors

he launch of the YUVA
Scheme for mentoring
young authors by the
Union Education Ministry
is a laudable step. This is an au-
thor mentorship programme that
aims to bring the perspectives of
a new generation of writers to the

forefront on topics such as unsung
heroes, freedom fighters, unknown
and forgotten places and their role
in the national movement, and oth-
er related topics in an innovative
and creative way. The programme
trains authors to write on a wide
range of topics in order to pro-

mote Indian heritage, culture, and
knowledge system. The seventy-
five authors will be chosen through
an all-India competition to be held
from June 1 to July 31, 2021, with
each receiving a cumulative schol-
arship of rupees fifty thousand per
month for a period of six months

MAILYOUR LETTERS

P.0.Box #337,GPO, Srinagar-190 001
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under the mentorship scheme. The
scheme would bolster young minds
and set the groundwork for the
world's future creative leaders.

Amit Singh Kushwal'z.d'
amitsk68@gmail.com
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Zafar Bangash

Muslims must

also keep in mind the
ayah of the noble Qur’an
in which Allah (swt)
warns Muslims during the
time of the Prophet
(pbuh), “... And if you
turn away [from Allah],
He will cause other
people to take your place
and they will not be the
likes of you” (47:38).In
his explanation, Ibn
Kathir narrates that the
companions of the
Messenger (pbuh) were
surprised to hear this
ayah and asked him who
these people would be
that would replace them
(the Arabs)? The noble
Messenger (pbuh) put his
hand on the shoulder of
Salman al-Farsi standing
beside him and said, they
will belong to his people.

And The Man Rose

une 4 marks the 32nd anniversary of Imam

Roohullah Khomeini’s leaving this earthly

abode and joining heavenly company. It is

an anniversary that is marked globally by
committed Muslims to pay homage to and reflect
on the great contribution of Imam Khomeini in the
20th century.

It would be no exaggeration to say that the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iran led by the Imam in 1978-
1979 has had a profound impact on global affairs.
All subsequent events can be traced to the change
the Imam ushered in a country that was considered
to be one of the strongest bastions of Western im-
perial domination. Only a few months prior to the
start of the Islamic Revolution, then US President
Jimmy Carter had described Iran under the Shah
as an “island of stability” in a sea of turbulence.
The Islamic revolutionary tide swept the so-called
island of stability into the dustbin of history. It did
more: the Islamic Revolution irrevocably changed
the global political landscape.

For those willing to remove their blinkers, they
would be able to see that despite decades of illegal
sanctions, the Islamic Republic is the only country
in the region that has gained strength and influ-
ence. In much of the Muslim East (aka the Middle
East), there is chaos and confusion. Islamic Iran
has weathered all the challenges — internal sabo-
tage, external invasion, and sanctions — and come
out stronger.

We need to consider the Imam’s great wisdom
in understanding the imposed global order and his
ability to mobilize the Muslim masses of Iran to rise
up against it so that at least one part of the Ummah
— in Iran — would gain true independence, live
according to Islamic principles and be a model for
other Muslims as well as non-Muslims. Since 1979,
Islamic Iran has tried to present such a model in the
most difficult circumstances.

There have been many political changes in the
20th century: the Marxist revolution in Russia in
1917; the coup d’etats in places like Egypt (1952), In-
donesia (1966), Libya (1969), etc. All they did was re-
placing one set of oppressors with another. We can
also consider the creation of Pakistan in 1947 as a
remarkable phenomenon but regrettably, far from
fulfilling the aspirations of the people, the new rul-
ers simply continued the policies of the British raj.
Only the Islamic Revolution led by the Imam, who
was still in forced exile, was a totally transforma-
tive change.

Since the abolition of the khilafah, albeit mere-
ly a shell at the time Mustafa Kemal replaced it
with a secular system in Turkey (1924), Muslims
have been struggling to re-establish it. The first to
make a move was Imam Hasan al-Banna in Egypt.
He established al-Ikhwan al-Muslimoon (Muslim
Brotherhood) in 1928 but it got sucked into the vor-
tex of Egyptian politics.

In British colonial India Maulana Abu al-Ala
Maududi established the Jamaat-e Islami in 1941.
The stated purpose of the Jamaat was also to estab-
lish the khilafah that he called the Islamic state.

In Iran, there were several uprisings against
British interference culminating in the Constitu-
tional movement of 1905-1907 as well as the upris-
ing against the Shah in 1951-1953 but the ‘ulama in
Iran had not made the ideological leap to establish
an Islamic state in the absence of the Twelfth Imam.
Thus, their struggle was largely confined to ad-
dressing specific issues without addressing the fun-
damental need to overthrow the Shah'’s illegitimate
Western-backed monarchy in order to establish the

Islamic state. The Sunni ‘ulama had no such inhi-
bitions because in Sunni political thought, living
in an Islamic state or struggling to establish one is
part of the natural thought process.

It was not until the Imam’s lectures about the
importance of the Islamic government (al-huku-
mah al-Islamiyah) during his exile in Najaf (Iraq)
that the Shi‘i ‘ulama were mobilized to ultimately
launch the movement to overthrow the tyrannical
regime of the Shah. The traditional Shi‘i ‘ulama in
Najaf did not view with favor the Imam’s ijtihad on
political thought and the Islamic state. It was the
body of younger ‘ulama as well as Shi‘i masses that
responded to the Imam’s call. Prior to his exile that
started in 1964 — first in Turkey and then in Iraq
— the Imam had started to challenge the Shah’s re-
gime in unequivocal terms describing it as illegiti-
mate and a puppet of imperialism and Zionism.

One of the Imam’s remarkable attributes was
that he reached out to the ‘ulama of all schools of
thought — Sunni and Shi‘i — and encouraged them
to struggle for truth and justice. In one remark-
able episode from his life’s struggle, the Imam had
gone for Hajj in 1963. Maulana Maududi was also
in Makkah to perform Hajj. The Imam made a spe-
cial effort to meet Maulana Maududi and informed
him about the terrible oppression unleashed by the
Shah’s regime against committed Muslims. It is re-
ported that Maulana Maududi, a great scholar in
his own right, extended all the courtesy and respect
that is due to a great scholar like the Imam. Upon
his return from Hajj, Maulana Maududi’s transla-
tor, Khalil Ahmed Hamdi published a long article
in the Jamaat’s magazine, Tarjuman al-Qur’an, se-
verely criticizing the Shah’s regime for oppressing
committed Muslims. The Pakistani regime, then
headed by General Ayub Khan promptly arrested
Maulana Maududi and the entire leadership of the
Jamaat for “undermining relations” with a friendly
country and posing a threat to Pakistan’s “national
interest.” Ayub’s military regime also banned the
Jamaat as a political party.

erhaps the most fatal mistake the Jamaat and
the Ikhwan in Egypt have made is to operate within
the existing colonial-imposed order in their respec-
tive societies. Both have suffered as a consequence.

The Imam had no such confusion in his mind.
He categorically rejected accepting the authority of
any institution established by the Shah’s regime.
When some people suggested to the Imam to lodge
a case against the Shah’s regime in the courts, the
Imam dismissed the suggestion saying if the regime
is illegitimate, how can we accept the legitimacy of
its courts? Nor did he apply to register a political
party under the Shah’s system. His position was
clear and forthright: this regime is an illegitimate
agent of imperialism and Zionism. It has to go.

Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
the people of Iran have had to pay a huge price in

rom The Land Of Salman

life and blood but they have withstood all these
pressures, both internal and external. While it
was expected that imperialists and Zionists would
spare no effort to undermine the Islamic Republic
because it challenged the colonial-imposed order,
what is revealing is that the success of the Islamic
Revolution also exposed the puppet regimes in the
Muslim world. Their hatred of the Islamic Repub-
lic is now visible even if initially they were able to
camouflage their hatred in sophistry.

As part of their propaganda, the so-called Mus-
lim regimes that are subservient to imperialism
and Zionism have branded the Islamic Revolution
as “Shi‘i”. This is meant to detach the “Sunni”
majority in the Muslim world from the Islamic
Revolution but they have failed to offer a “Sunni”
stand-in. The “Shi‘i” label is meant to play on the
sectarianism of ill-informed Muslims. If the Da‘ish
takfiri model of an “Islamic” state is all that these
so-called “Sunni” regimes can offer then the Mus-
lim world faces a very serious problem. True, some
Sunni ‘ulama have denounced the takfiris and their
brutal tactics but there has been no serious attempt
in the rest of the Muslim world to come up with a
leadership and government that represents their
Muslim constituencies.

The Qur’an is very clear about what determines
a Muslim’s status in life: not tribe, birth or ethnic-
ity but tagwa (49:13). Further, the noble Messenger
(pbuh) in his last khutbah at Hajjah al-Wida‘ clearly
stipulated that the Arab has no superiority over the
non-Arab (‘ajami) and a white person is not supe-
rior to a black person or vice versa. Again, the only
determining criterion is tagwa. Among the closest
companions of the noble Messenger (pbuh) were
Bilal (Abyssinian), Salman (Persian) and Suhayb
(Roman). True, the Arabian racists resented these
“foreigners” but the Prophet (pbuh) was clear about
his relations with and the lofty position of these il-
lustrious companions based on tagwa.

In the context of the Islamic Revolution, Mus-
lims must also keep in mind the ayah of the noble
Qur’an in which Allah (swt) warns Muslims dur-
ing the time of the Prophet (pbuh), “... And if you
turn away [from Allah], He will cause other people
to take your place and they will not be the likes of
you” (47:38). In his explanation, Ibn Kathir narrates
that the companions of the Messenger (pbuh) were
surprised to hear this ayah and asked him who
these people would be that would replace them (the
Arabs)? The noble Messenger (pbuh) put his hand
on the shoulder of Salman al-Farsi standing beside
him and said, they will belong to his people. It must
be noted that Ibn Kathir is considered one of the
more conservative mufassirs of the Qur’an.

As the Arabians have abandoned Allah’s (swt)
din, the progeny of Salman al-Farsi have grasped
the message of the noble Qur’an and are trying to
implement it in their lives. The Islamic Revolution
brought about by Imam Khomeini is the fulfillment
of the Qur’anic ayah and the explanation offered by
the noble Messenger (pbuh). No amount of hateful
propaganda can detract from this fact.

Zafar Bangash is Director of the

Institute of Contemporary Islamic Thought (ICIT),
Canada and on the Editorial Board of Crescent
International. He is the author of several books,
his latest being: Power Manifestations of the
Sirah: Examining the Letters and Treaties of the
Messenger of Allah (saws).

Anders Melin and Misyrlena Egkolfopoulou

six-minute meeting drove Por-
tia Twidt to quit her job.
She'd taken the position as a
research compliance specialist
in February, enticed by promises of re-
mote work. Then came the prodding to go
into the office. Meeting invites piled up.

The final straw came a few weeks
ago: the request for an in-person gath-
ering, scheduled for all of 360 seconds.
Twidt got dressed, dropped her two kids
at daycare, drove to the office, had the
brief chat and decided she was done.

"T had just had it," said Twidt, 33, who
lives in Marietta, Georgia.

With the coronavirus pandemic re-
ceding for every vaccine that reaches an
arm, the push by some employers to get
people back into offices is clashing with
workers who've embraced remote work
as the new normal.

While companies from Google to Ford
Motor Co. and Citigroup Inc. have prom-
ised greater flexibility, many chief execu-
tives have publicly extolled the importance
of being in offices. Some have lamented the
perils of remote work, saying it diminishes
collaboration and company culture. JPM-
organ Chase & Co.'s Jamie Dimon said at a
recent conference that it doesn't work "for
those who want to hustle."

But legions of employees aren't
so sure. If anything, the past year has
proved that lots of work can be done
from anywhere, sans lengthy commutes

New Comforts, New Reality
Employees Are Quitting Instead of Giving Up Working From Home

on crowded trains or highways. Some
people have moved. Others have linger-
ing worries about the virus and vaccine-
hesitant colleagues.

And for Twidt, there's also the notion
that some bosses, particularly those of a gen-
eration less familiar to remote work, are ea-
ger to regain tight control of their minions.

"They feel like we're not working if
they can't see us," she said. "It's a boomer
power-play."

It's still early to say how the post-pan-
demic work environment will look. Only
about 28% of U.S. office workers are back
at their buildings, according to an index
of 10 metro areas compiled by security
company Kastle Systems. Many employ-
ers are still being lenient with policies as
the virus lingers, vaccinations continue
to roll out and childcare situations re-
main erratic.

But as office returns accelerate, some
employees may want different options.
A May survey of 1,000 U.S. adults showed
that 39% would consider quitting if their
employers weren't flexible about remote
work. The generational difference is clear:
Among millennials and Gen Z, that figure
was 49%, according to the poll by Morning
Consult on behalf of Bloomberg News.

"High-five to them," said Sara Sutton,
the CEO of FlexJobs, a job-service platform
focused on flexible employment. "Remote
work and hybrid are here to stay."

The lack of commutes and cost sav-
ings are the top benefits of remote work,
according to a FlexJobs survey of 2,100

people released in April. More than a third
of the respondents said they save at least
$5,000 per year by working remotely.

Jimme Hendrix, a 30-year-old soft-
ware developer in the Netherlands, quit
his job in December as the web-applica-
tion company he worked for was gearing
up to bring employees back to the office
in February.

"During Covid I really started to
see how much I enjoyed working from
home," Hendrix said.

Now he does freelance work and
helps his girlfriend grow her art busi-
ness. He used to spend two hours each
day commuting; now the couple is con-
sidering selling their car and instead re-
lying on bikes.

One of the main benefits, he says,
is more control over his own time: "I
can just do whatever I want around the
house, like a quick chore didn't have to
wait until like 8 p.m. anymore, or I can go
for a quick walk."

Of course, not everyone has the flex-
ibility to choose. For the millions of
frontline workers who stock the shelves
of grocery stores, care for patients in
hospitals and nursing homes, or drop
off packages at people's doors, there are
scant alternative options to showing up
in person.

But among those who can, many are
weighing their alternatives, said Antho-
ny Klotz, an associate professor of man-
agement at Texas A&M University, who's
researched why people quit jobs. Bosses

taking a hard stance should beware, par-
ticularly given labor shortages in the
economy, he said.

"If you're a company that thinks ev-
erything's going back to normal, you may
be right but it's pretty risky to hope that's
the case," he said.

At least some atop the corporate lad-
der seem to be paying attention. In a Jan.
12 PwC survey of 133 executives, fewer than
one in five said they want to go back to pre-
pandemic routines. But only 13% were pre-
pared to let go of the office for good.

Alison Green, founder of workplace-
advice website Ask a Manager, said she's
been contacted by many people with
qualms about going back, citing concerns
about unvaccinated colleagues and Co-
vid precautions. Some have said they're
looking for jobs at companies they feel
take the virus seriously, or will let them
work from anywhere.

Some things are indeed lost with re-
mote work, Green said, like opportunities
for collaboration or learning for junior
employees. But, she added: "I think we
need to have a more nuanced discussion
than: hustlers only do well in the office."

For Sarah-Marie Martin, who lived
in Manhattan and worked as a partner at
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. when the pan-
demic struck, the months at home gave her
time to redraw the blueprint of her life.

When you have this existential expe-
rience, you have time to step back and
think," Martin said. "In my previous life,
I didn't have time to get super deep and

philosophical."

The mother of five moved her family to
the New Jersey shore. And once the push
to get back to offices picked up, the idea of
commuting hardly seemed alluring. This
spring, Martin accepted a fully remote po-
sition as chief financial officer of Yumi, a
Los Angeles-based maker of baby food.

Gene Garland, 24, unknowingly
opened the floodgates to people's frustra-
tions about office returns. After his em-
ployer, an IT company, in April told peo-
ple they needed to start coming in, two
of his close colleagues handed in their
resignation letters. Garland, who lives in
Hampton, Virginia, tapped out a tweet:

Hundreds of people responded, with
many outlining plans, or at least hopes,
to leave their own jobs. Garland says he
himself has no plans to quit, but empa-
thizes with those who do.

"Working inside of a building really
does restrict time a lot more than you
think," he said. "A lot of people are afraid
of the cycle where you work and work
and work -- and then you die."

Twidt, the compliance specialist in
Georgia, had already lined up a new job by
the time she handed in her resignation let-
ter: arole at a Washington-based company.

The recruiter that approached her,
Twidt said, asked what it would take to
get her on board. She replied that she
would prefer something 100% remote.

"They said, 'we can do that for you
immediately."
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‘Combination of early reading programs
helps with kindergarten readiness’

Agencies

arents, take note! A new study

found that the combination of two

early reading programs had posi-

tive effects on preschool students
entering kindergarten in Cincinnati Public
Schools over a three-year period.

The findings of the study were pub-
lished in the journal 'Pediatrics'.

The two early reading programs are:
Reach Out and Read, through which chil-
dren receive a new book and guidance
about reading at home during well-visits
from newborn through age 5; and Dolly
Parton's Imagination Library, which mails
new books to the child's home once a month
from birth through age 5. Each of these is
well-established at Cincinnati Children's
Hospital Medical Center and across the na-
tion.

"With this early study, we suggest that

when combined and sustained, these two
programs have the potential for effectively
supporting the development of preliteracy
skills of large populations of at-risk chil-
dren, improving kindergarten readiness,
and, ultimately, success in school and life,"
said Greg Szumlas, MD, of the Division of
General and Community Pediatrics at Cin-
cinnati Children's.

"I can't stress enough to parents the im-
portance of reading with your child, start-
ing at birth. Just a few minutes a day, read-
ing aloud, and interacting with your child
over books can make a huge difference in
helping them prepare and be ready for kin-
dergarten," added Szumlas.

Cincinnati Children's initiated the
unique combination of the two programs in
July 2015 with the participation of 23 health
clinics throughout the city and funding
from Every Child Capital.

Researchers analysed the results of the

kindergarten readiness assessment (KRA), a
standardized state test for all children entering
kindergarten at a public school, of program
participants over the course of three school
years - 2016-2017, 2017-2018, and 2018-2019.

Over 3200 children participated in the
combined program during the three-year
period. For a sample of participants, scores
on the kindergarten readiness assessment
were analyzed and compared to the school
district average.

Results showed an increase of 15.4 per-
centage points between the 2016-2017 school
year and the 2018-2019 school year for stu-
dents participating in the program, while the
school district average increased by only 3.8
percent during this same time period.

"Even though the percentages for the
entire district were higher than our pro-
gram participants, the increase in per-
centage points over that three-year pe-
riod represents significant progress and

improvement," said Szumlas.

Szumlas further said, "This early study
suggests that pediatric health care provid-
ers are positioned to influence the literacy
developmental trajectory of children long
before they start school and that literacy
promotion should be considered a routine

part of primary care."

Lisha Lungelow, a Cincinnati Chil-
dren's social worker in the Pediatric Pri-
mary Care Clinic, enrolled her son, Jordan,
in the Reach Out and Read/Imagination Li-
brary program when he was 13 months old
back in 2016.

"When he came to me, he didn't really
have any exposure to books," Lungelow
said. "Reading was a way for us to connect
and bond. He loved getting the books in the
mail and seeing his name on them."

When Jordan entered kindergarten last
year, Lungelow believed he was ready and
credits his exposure to books through the
combination program.

"When he was in kindergarten, I went
to grab a book for us to read. Jordan took it
from me, and he read the book to me. I can't
even explain the joy that brought me. It was
really great," concluded Lungelow.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama

Overconfidence In news judgement leads
to becoming victim of false news: Study

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
E-NIT NO: 05/EE/PMGSY/PUL OF 2021-22 dated 01-06-2021

Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir invites Item rate bids in electronic tendering system for
Renewal coat of roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana for the following works including their maintenance as per PMGSY/MoRTH Guidlines

Agencies

he findings of a new study
suggest that individuals
who falsely believe they are
able to identify false news
are more likely to fall victim to it.

In the article published in the
journal 'Proceedings of National
Academics of Sciences', Ben Lyons,
assistant professor of communica-
tion at the University of Utah, and
his colleagues examine the concern
about the public's susceptibility to
false news due to their inability to
recognize their own limitations in
identifying such information.

"Though Americans believe
confusion caused by false news is ex-
tensive, relatively few indicate hav-
ing seen or shared it," said Lyons. "If
people incorrectly see themselves
as highly skilled at identifying false
news, they may unwittingly be more
likely to consume, believe and share
it, especially if it conforms to their
worldview."

Lyons and his colleagues used
two large nationally representative
surveys with a total of 8,285 respon-
dents. Individuals were asked to
evaluate the accuracy of a series of
Facebook headlines and then rate
their own abilities to discern false
news content. Lyons used these two
measures to assess overconfidence
among respondents and how it is
related to beliefs and behaviors.

"OQur results paint a worrying
picture. Many people are simply
unaware of their own vulnerability
to misinformation," said Lyons.

The vast majority of respon-
dents--about 90 percent--reported
they are above average in their
ability to discern false and legiti-
mate news headlines. Three in four
individuals overestimated their
ability to distinguish between legit-
imate and false news headlines and
respondents placed themselves 22
percentiles higher than their score
warranted, on average. About 20

Using data measuring respondents' online
behavior, we show that those who overrate their ability

more frequently visit websites known to spread false or
misleading news. These overconfident respondents are also
less able to distinguish between true and false claims about
current events and report higher willingness to share false
content, especially when it aligns with their political leanings

percent of respondents rated them-
selves 50 or more percentiles high-
er than their score warranted.

"Using data measuring respon-
dents' online behavior, we show
that those who overrate their abil-
ity more frequently visit websites
known to spread false or mislead-
ing news. These overconfident
respondents are also less able to
distinguish between true and false
claims about current events and
report higher willingness to share
false content, especially when it
aligns with their political lean-
ings," said Lyons.

Prior research suggests it may
be individuals' lack of skill itself
that drives engagement with false
news and finds that people who
are worse at discerning between le-
gitimate and false news are worse

at doing so in their browsing hab-
its. However, Lyons' analysis also
shows that inflated perceptions of
ability are independently associ-
ated with engaging with misinfor-
mation, suggesting the perceptual
gaps are an additional source of
vulnerability.

These results provide new evi-
dence of an important potential
mechanism by which people may
fall victim to misinformation and
disseminate it online. Although the
design does not identify the causal
effect of overconfidence, these find-
ings suggest that the mismatch
between one's perceived ability to
spot false stories and people's actu-
al abilities may play an important
and previously unrecognized role
in the spread of false information
online.

from the eligible and approved contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State Governments.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT PW(R&B) KASHMIR

NOTICE INVITING e-Bid
The Executive Engineer, PW(R&B) Project Circle Division 1 Srinagar, (Telephone no.0194-2435218; e-mail: pcd.bypass@gmail.com invites on behalf
of the President of India online bids on percentage rate from from approved and enlisted “A” Class contractors of PWD/CPWD and those of appropriate
list of MES, BSNL, other state Government Department dealing with buildings and other experienced/specialized agencies in two cover system for the
following work:-

Name of Work: Construction of New High Court complex at Raki-i-Gund Aksha Bemina Srinagar {Main Court build-
ing (2 podium+Ground+6)}

NIT No. PCD-RnB-12 OF 2021-22

Estimated cost Rs.3,10,23,83,448/-

Cost of bidding document Rs.14000/-in shape of Demand Draft payable at Srinagar pledged to Executive Engineer Project
Circle Division 1st Sgr.

Earnest Money Bi i i iven in SBD

Time of Completion 36 Months (03 years

Period of downloading of bidding documents [From 04-06-2021 10:00A.M

Due to COVID -19 Pandemic there shall be no pre-bid meeting in the office of the Chief Engineer

PW(R&B) Department Kashmir. However the clarification be sought through mail Two (2) days be-

fore pre-bid meeting date i.e. 07-06-202lupto 02.00PM. Reply to queries shall be replied online by

Office of the Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department Kashmir through mail. Mail ID of Chief Engineer

is cepwdrnbkmr@yahoo.in

09-06-2021 from10:30 A.M

21-06-2021 upto 4.00 PM
-06-2021 at11:00 AM in the Chief Engineer PW

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is com

Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting

Bid submission Start Date
Bid 5ubrpissign End pate i i

D(R&B
plete

Date & time of opening of Financial Bids
((Online)
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website www.jktenders.gov.in

Not to be printed below this line

Applicants are advised to keep visiting the above mentioned web-sites from time to time (till the deadline for bid submission) for any updates in re-
spect of the tender documents, if any. Failure to do so shall not absolve the applicant of his liabilities to upload the applications complete in all respect
including updates thereof, if any. An incomplete application may be liable for rejection.

No. PCD-Ist/NIT/1337-47
DATED. 31-05-2021 Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

R&B Project Circler Division Ist
Srinagar

DIPK-2413/21

S. Name of Work with Package No.and Nameof  (Tendered Cost including GST
No |Division (Rsinlacs.) =
i= S = 5 g %
5] o s S
s g s |5- Fz. (8% |3 Bt
g |§ |g |8Y 25Y g3 ¥ 288 5
2 5] S w B ? o8 SEx 8 |§¥@T s 5
k7] € = x Se [ R = v S8 1= ot & a8
st |55 |85 |Be E3o'g Ec= & |Eg= 8 E
S& [=& |8,z |8 g8 =2 E&86 G 8
L 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 Ll
1 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coatonroad  63.79 |6.38  [70.17 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQin
from Kareewa Zawoora-Devpora, Package no. 11:00AM PWD or Equivalent
JK10-64, Length 4.50 Km, Block Keller, District in CPWD/ Railways
Shopian. and other state
Governments
2 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coatonroad  (81.87 8.19 90.06 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQ in
from Zawoora-Baderhama, Package no. JK10-118, 11:00AM PWD or Equivalent
Length 5.50 Km, Block Keller, District Shopian. in CPWD/ Railways
and other state
Governments.
3 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coat/ 73.32 7.33 80.65 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQin
macadamisation on road from 11:00AM PWD or Equivalent
IA. TO2-Keller Sangerwani-Aditrag, Package no. in CPWD/ Railways
JK10-97, Length 3.00 Km, Block Keller, District and other state
Shopian. Governments.
B. TO7 to Wuthing Package no. JK10-132, Length
50 Km, Block Aripal, District Pulwama,
4 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coat/ 85.55 855 9410 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQ in
macadamisation on road from 11:00AM PWD or Equivalent
A. Chawan to Batfojan, Package no. JK10-115, in CPWD/ Railways
Length 3.00 Km, Block Keller, District Shopian. and other state
B. Veshru B Shalidar Package no. JK10-50, Length Governments.
00 Km, Block Keller, District Shopian
5 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coat/ 10890 [10.89 [119.79 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQ in
macadamisation on road from 11:00AM PWD or Equivalent
/A. Km1st RD 600 Chitrigam Kashew road- Hafkuri, in CPWD/ Railways
Package no. JK10-99, Length 3.10 Km, Block and other state
Shopian, District Shopian. Governments.
B. Naserpora-Mukam-i-Dunaroo, Package no.
UK10-114, Length 2.50 Km, Block Keller, District
Shopian.
IC. Chitrigam-Kashew, Package no. JK10-137,
| [Length2.48 Km, Block Chitrigam, District Shopian.
6 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coatonroad 6092 |6.10 6702 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQin
from M:00AM PWD or Equivalent
A. Diyaro to Adva, Package in CPWD/ Railways
No.JK10-103, Block Keller, District Shopian and other state
Length:- 2.25Kms Governments.
B. KM 3rd L062 to Amshipora, Package
No.JK10-95, Block Ramnagri, District Shopian
| llength:-1.75Kms
7 PProviding and Laying of Renewal Coatonroad  |58.13 5.82 6395 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQin
from PWD or Equivalent
A. L028 Durapora To Cherimarg, 11:00AM in CPWD/ Railways
Package No.JK10-139, Block Shopian, District and other state
Zainpora Length:-1.80 Kms Governments.
B. Noolie to Mugalopra, Package
No.JK10-106, Block Chitragam, District Shopian
| length:-2.0Kms
8 |Providing and Laying of Renewal Coatonroad ~ [78.73 7.87 86.60 |0.06 N/A 06 Months 3¢  [14-06-2021 “A” Class/HMPQiin
from Lalpora To Doodimarg, Package no. JK10-98, PWD or Equivalent
Length 4.20 Km, Block Tral, District Pulwama. 11:00AM in CPWD/ Railways
and other state
Governments.
1. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in from 02-06-2021 (10:00 AM) to 12-06-2021 upto (4:30

PM).
2. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in from 04-06-2021(10:00 AM) to 12-06-2021 upto 4:30
PM. The bids uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened online on 14-06-2021 at 11:00 AM in the presence of the bidders who
wish to attend. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the
same time and venue.

3. The complete bidding process will be on line.

4, Cost of Bid Form:- Rs. 6,000/- (Rupees Six thousand only) per package (non-refundable) only in form of e-challan/treasury challan/receipt in favour
of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama by crediting the requisite charges to MH 0059-PWD (Revenue) and Bid Security Declaration Form
should be duly signed by the bidder and attested by Notary/First Class magistrate.

5. The bidders are requested to quote their rates excluding GST. GST @12% shall be added to the contract value by the allotting authority at the time
of issue of allotment.

6. A Pre-bid meeting will be held on 03-06-2021 at 11:00 AM in the Office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama near R&B Complex Main
chowk Pulwama to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that stage as stated in Clause 9 of instruction to
bidders of the Bidding documents. The intending Bidders, before attending the Pre-bid meeting, are advised to visit the site of work and acquaint
themselves with the site of conditions. It has been made mandatory for all the intending bidders to participate in the pre-bid meeting on the scheduled
date and time.

7. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be submitted online on website www.
pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have
valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and
password for participating in e-tendering in PMGSY may obtain the same from the website: www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

8. Bids must be accompanied by cost of document and bid declaration form as mentioned in column 6 of the tablein the form as specified in the Bidding
Document. The e-challan/treasury challan/receipt on account of cost of bidding document shall be pledged to Executive Engineer PMGSY Division
Pulwama. The bid shall be valid for 135 days from the last date of bid submission.

9. The Hard Copy of original instruments in respect of cost of bidding document, bid declaration form and original copy of affidavits must be delivered
in the office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama Near R&B Complex main chowk Pulwama on a date not later than three working days
after the opening of technical qualification part of the bid either by Registered Post or by hand failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive.
10. The bidders are advised to upload the required documents/information strictly as per the formats given in Section 3-Qualification Information. The
bidder who fails to comply with the said instructions shall be declared as non-responsive.

11. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site http:/pmgsytendersjk.gov.in. This is conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids shall be opened accordingly on line on same Web Site at the
office of Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Pulwama Near R&B Complex main Chowk Pulwama.

12. The bids of such bidders shall be out rightly rejected whose bids would be lacking behind to comply with the instructions contained under Clause
No:-4.7(ii) of Section 2-Instructions to Bidders (ITB) specifically mentioning record of poor performance such as abandoning the works, not properly
completing the contract, inordinate delays in completion, litigation history or financial failure etc.

13. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.

Note:- The intending bidders are advised to study the entire bidding document before preparation and submission of their bids. This includes clause 3
(Eligible Bidders), 4 (Qualification of Bidders) of ITB (Instruction to Bidders), Appendix to ITB, Section 3 (Qualification Information), Contract Data to
G.C.C. & Section 7 of Bidding Document.
No:- EE/PMGSY/PUL/e-Tendering/
Dated:

Executive Engineer

DIPK-2374/21 PMGSY Division Pulwama
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Centre Moving Towards
Deal With Biological E For
30 Crore Covid Vaccine Doses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

he Union health min-

istry has finalised ar-

rangements with Hy-

derabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Biological E. to
reserve 30 crore COVID-19 vac-
cine doses for which it will be
making an advance payment
of Rs 1,500 crore.

These vaccine doses will be
manufactured and stockpiled
by Biological E. from August to
December this year, a ministry
statement said on Thursday.

The COVID-19 vaccine of Bi-
ological E. is currently under-
going phase-3 clinical trials af-
ter showing promising results
in phase 1 and 2 trials.

The vaccine being devel-
oped by Biological E. is a RBD
protein sub-unit vaccine and
is likely to be available in the
next few months.

The proposal of Biological
E. was examined and recom-
mended for approval after due
diligence by the National Ex-
pert Group on Vaccine Admin-
istration for COVID-19 (NEG-
VAC), the statement said.

The arrangement with Bio-
logical E. is part of the wider
endeavour of the Centre to
encourage indigenous vaccine
manufacturers by providing
them support in research and
development and also finan-
cial support, it said.

The Biological E. COVID vac-

cine candidate has been sup-
ported by the Centre from
preclinical stage to phase-3
studies. The Department of
Biotechnology has not only
provided financial assistance
in terms of grant-in-aid of
over Rs 100 crore but has also
partnered with Biological E. to
conduct all animal challenge
and assay studies through its
Research Institute Translation-
al Health Science Technology
Institute (THSTI), Faridabad.

This has been undertaken as
part of the government's 'Mis-
sion COVID Suraksha, the Indian
COVID-19 Vaccine Development
Mission," which was launched
to reinforce and accelerate CO-
VID-19 vaccine development ef-
forts as part of the third stimu-
lus package, Atmanirbhar 3.0,
the statement said.

The mission aims to bring to
the citizens a safe, efficacious,
affordable and accessible CO-
VID-19 vaccine. The mission is
supporting development of 5-6
COVID-19 vaccine candidates.
Some of these are now closer
to licensure and introduction in
public health systems.

It has not just accelerated
COVID-19 vaccine develop-
ment efforts, but also fostered
a robust end-to-end vaccine
development ecosystem in the
country that will be available
for other ongoing and future
research and developmental
activities for other vaccines.

Iran Lifts Cap On Carrying

Foreign Cash

Agencies

The top economic decision and
policy making authority in Iran
has dismantled restrictions im-
posed in June last year on carry-
ing foreign cash while it exempts
raw gold, silver and platinum
from any form of import duties.

A Wednesday report by the
IRIB News cited a decision ad-
opted by Iran’s Supreme Coun-
cil of Economic Coordination
(SCEC) earlier in the day which
said that carrying foreign cur-
rencies into Iran would be free
of any caps and limits.

“Carrying of foreign curren-
cies in the form of banknotes
into the country would be au-
thorized for legal and real enti-
ties without maximum limits,”
the report quoted as saying
a section of the decision an-
nounced by the Council.

It said, however, that the
transfers should comply with
laws and regulations adopted
by the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
and consistent with Iran’s laws
on fighting money laundering.

The CBI announced in June

2020 that individuals would
be required to declare holding,
carrying or exchanging foreign
banknotes above 10,000 euros
or their equivalents in other
foreign currencies.

The bank said the law was
meant to calm down rampant
forex prices at the time when Iran
was feeling the brunt of American
sanctions on its economy.

In its Wednesday decision,
the SCEC also waived duties
imposed on raw imports of
three precious metals, namely
gold, silver and platinum.

It said importers of the three
metals will be exempt from pay-
ing all duties and taxes, includ-
ing a 9% value-added tax which
is charged on finished products.

The SCEC, comprised of
heads of three branches of the
Iranian government including
the Iranian president, convenes
monthly meetings to finalize
decisions and policies on mac-
roeconomic issues in Iran.

"‘Govt Committed To Promote Agro-
Entrepreneurship Programmes To

Generate Employment Avenues'

KO NEWS DESK

BARAMULLA: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Farooq Ah-
mad Khan, on Thursday visited
Baramulla district where he in-
augurated Micro-Irrigation Sys-
tem at Intensive Vegetable Clus-
ter, Sadderbal Palhalan, Pattan
besides launching a special pro-
gramme for revival of local Chilli
known as ‘Lal Mirchi’.

Advisor was accompanied by
Director Agriculture and other
senior functionaries.

After the inauguration, Advi-
sor interacted with some local
progressive farmers who shared
their success stories besides en-

listing agricultural achievements
recorded by them in their fields.
They also raised some demands
for overall welfare of farmers’
community.

Advisor appreciated the hard
work of these farmers and ex-
horted them to adopt more sci-
entific and latest farming tech-
niques to further enhance their
production and productivity. He
also distributed appreciation cer-
tificates among some progressive
farmers for their excellent per-
formance in agriculture. He also
urged the farming community to
cultivate cash crops in their fields
adding that such crops can maxi-
mize their incomes and profits

instantly.

Meanwhile, the Advisor re-
iterated that the government
is committed to promote agro-
entrepreneurship programmes
which have the potential to gen-
erate employment avenues. He
added that several farming wel-
fare measures are being taken up
despite adverse circumstances
emerging due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic and the sub-
sequent lockdown.

Deputy Commissioner, Baram-
ulla, Bhupinder Kumar, SSP
Rayees Ahmad Bhat, Chief Agri-
culture Officers and other con-
cerned officers were present on
the occasion.

Navin Chairs SLTC Meet Regarding
Finalization Of Scale Of Finance For JK crops

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: Principal Secretary,
Agriculture  Production and
Farmers Welfare and Horticul-
ture department, Navin Kumar
Choudhary, today chaired a
meeting of State Level Technical
Committee (SLTC) regarding fi-
nalization of scale of finance.

Principal Secretary had an
elaborate discussion on fixation
of scale of financing for differ-
ent crops for the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir. He asked
the stake holders to adopt a real-
istic approach during the entire
process of finalizing scale of fi-
nance. He said the process should
be in consonance with the eco-
nomic sustainability of different
agricultural interventions that
are being adopted during the cul-
tivation of different crops.

Navin highlighted the impor-
tance of taking into consider-
ation all the pros and cons while

finalizing the scale of finance for
all the crops cultivated in the
Union Territory.

Earlier, Director Agriculture,
Kashmir, Chowdhary Mohammad
Igbal, briefed about various pa-
rameters that have been taken into
consideration while deciding the
scale of finance for different crops.

Among others the meeting
was attended by Additional
Secretary Horticulture, Jahangir
Hashmi, Director Horticulture,
Kashmir, Aijaz Ahmad Bhat,

Director, Sericulture, Manzoor
Ahmad Qadri, Registrar Coop-
eratives J&K, Director Fisheries,
Director Sheep Husbandry, Di-
rector Animal Husbandry, repre-
sentatives of SKUAST, conveyor
SLBC, General Manager NABARD,
representatives of Banks while
officers from Jammu division
participated online.

Later, Principal Secretary chaired
a separate meeting of sub-com-
mittee to state level coordination
committee on crop insurance.

Banks Can Now
Sell Vijay Mallya's
Properties,
Shares Worth Rs
5,646 Crore To
Recover Dues

NEW DELHI: Armed with court order,
a consortium of lenders led by SBI can
now sell certain real estate properties
and securities belonging to fugitive
Vijay Mallya to recover loans turned
bad with failure of Kingfisher Airlines.

A consortium of 11 banks that
gave Mallya loans, led by State Bank
of India (SBI), had approached a spe-
cial Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) court seeking restoration

of his properties seized by the En-
forcement Directorate.

The special PMLA court in Mum-
bai on Tuesday allowed the restora-
tion of properties worth Rs 5,646. 54
crore to banks.

According to an official of lead
bank SBI, symbolic possession of
properties mentioned in the order
would be taken by lenders after fol-
lowing due legal process.-PTI

Whatsapp Obtaining "Trick
Consent' For Privacy Policy,
Centre Tells Delhi HC

Agencies

he Central government
Thas hit back at WhatsApp

a week after the social
media giant filed a lawsuit in
the Delhi High Court.

WhatsApp had filed a law-
suit on May 26 challenging the
Centre's new IT rules govern-
ing social media. The company
stated providing access to en-
crypted messages would break
its privacy protections.

Media reports on Thursday
gave details of an additional
counter-affidavit filed by the
Centre in the Delhi High Court.
The affidavit claimed, "What-
sApp is indulging in anti-user
practices by obtaining ‘trick
consent' from users for its up-
dated privacy policy."

The affidavit was filed in re-
sponse to a PIL lodged by multiple
petitioners in February who had
demanded a direction to the Cen-
tre to order WhatsApp to roll back
its new privacy policy or provide
users an option to opt out.

ANI reported that the Centre's
affidavit claimed, "WhatsApp
has unleashed its digital prow-
ess to existing users and would
force them to accept updated
2021 privacy policy, to transfer
existing user base committed
to updated privacy policy before
Personal Data Protection (PDP)
Bill becomes law."

The affidavit alleged the "cur-
rent notifications being pushed
by WhatsApp on its users, exist-

ing and new ones, is against the
very grain of prima facie opin-
ion of the Competition Com-
mission of India's order dated
March 24, 2021," ANI reported.
Bar and Bench reported the

"Central government stated
that WhatsApp users, who
have not accepted the updated
2021 privacy policy, are now
being bombarded with notifi-
cations on everyday basis".
The Centre urged the Delhi
High Court "to issue interim
direction to WhatsApp to de-
sist from any action of 'push
notifications' onto users related
to updated 2021 privacy pol-
icy and to place on the record
number of times such notifi-
cations are being pushed daily
and their conversion rate".
Earlier in May, WhatsApp had
claimed users would start losing
access to features if they did not ac-
cept the privacy policy by May 15.
However, later, the company
claimed that following discus-
sions with the government and
experts, it would not limit func-
tionality to those who had not
accepted the privacy policy. But
WhatsApp added that those us-
ers who had not accepted the pri-
vacy policy would get reminders.

Realme Plans 5G Phone For
Less Than Rs 10K Next Year

—

=

NEW DELHI: Smart devices
maker Realme on Thursday said
it expects to bring a 5G smart-
phone for less than Rs 10,000
next year, and plans bring down
the handset price to around Rs
7,000 apiece thereafter.

Realme Vice-President and
CEO (India and Europe) Madhav
Sheth ata 5G summit announced
that the company will invest over
Rs 2,100 crore (USD 300 million)
on research and development
globally on 5G and set up seven
R&D centres at different loca-
tions, including in India.

Sheth said that after 3-4 years
of development, Realme believes
that 5G smartphone develop-
ment has entered the 2.0 era
where the devices have become
affordable compared to the 1.0
era when 5G was limited to high-
end flagship devices at high price.

When asked when will
Realme bring a 5G smartphone
for less than Rs 10,000, Sheth re-
plied: “Definitely by next year.”
5G smartphone price will go
down with more development
and will be available in the mid-
range and entry-level segments.

“In future, Realme will also like
to democratise by launching 5G
smartphones around USD 100
(around Rs 7,200),” Sheth said.

The company will also ex-
pand its 5G portfolio.

Sheth said that in 2020,

Realme launched about 14
products in 22 markets, ac-
counting for about 40 per cent
of its portfolio. By 2022, the
number of 5G products will
reach above 20 accounting for
70 per cent of all Realme prod-
uct models across markets.

Qualcomm India & SAARC
Vice-President and President
Rajen Vagadia said availability
of 5G smartphones in countries
like India where 5G network is
still not available will give tele-
com operators a boost to launch
the service at the earliest.

“By the time networks are going
to be commercially available, we
will see large part of India already
on 5G devices,” Vagadia said.

He said India is very much
adopting 5G because consumers
are aware that it will give better
gaming and camera experience.

Sheth said Realme has dedi-
cated 90 per cent of its R&D re-
sources for 5G and will continue
to focus on innovation in the next
generation technology space.

“In the next two years, we will
invest a significant amount of
USD 300 million globally in re-
search and product development
based on the 5G technology.

“To support the global adop-
tion of 5G products, it will set up
seven 5G R&D centres,” Sheth.

The R&D centres will be opened
in China, western Europe, east-
ern Europe, Southeast Asia, India,
Middle East, and Latin America.

“Realme will be leverag-
ing these seven R&D centres
this year and will take lead in
carrying out 5G network pilot
programmes in 10-15 markets
in preparation for 5G product
launches,” Sheth said. PTI

SHORT TAKES

Why Mukesh Ambani Drew 'Nil' Salary
In Financial Year 2020-21

he richest Indian, Mukesh Am-
Tbani, drew no salary from his

flagship firm Reliance Industries
Ltd in the fiscal year ended March 31
as he voluntarily gave up remunera-
tion in light of the pandemic hitting
the business and the economy.

In its latest annual report, Reliance
said Ambani's remuneration for fi-
nancial year 2020-21 was "nil”.

In the previous fiscal year, he drew a
Rs 15 crore salary from the company—
the same as in the previous 11 years.

Ambani has kept salary, perqui-
sites, allowances and commission to-
gether at Rs 15 crore since 2008-09,
forgoing over Rs 24 crore per annum.

"In light of the COVID-19 outbreak
in India, which has exacted a huge
toll on the societal, economic and in-
dustrial health of the nation, Mukesh
D. Ambani, the Chairman and Man-
aging Director, has voluntarily decid-

ed to forego his salary,” the company
had said in June last year.
Remuneration of his cousins, Nikhil
and Hital Meswani, remained un-
changed at Rs 24 crore, but this time
itincluded Rs 17.28 crore commission.
Executive Directors P.MLS. Prasad and
Pawan Kumar Kapil saw their remu-
neration go up after they got perfor-
mance-linked incentives for two years.
While Prasad drew Rs 11.99 crore
in 2020-21, up from Rs 11.15 crore
in the previous year, Kapil got Rs
4.24 crore as against Rs 4.04 crore in

2019-20.

The payment of Prasad and Kapil
included "performance-linked in-
centives for FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-
21," the annual report said.

Ambani's wife Nita, a non-execu-
tive director on the company's board,
earned Rs 8 lakh sitting fee and another
Rs 1.65 crore commission for the year.

Apart from Ambani, the RIL board
has Meswani brothers, Prasad and
Kapil as whole-time directors.

Besides Nita Ambani, other non-
executive directors include Yogen-
dra P Trivedi, Dipak C Jain, Raghu-
nath A Mashelkar, Adil Zainulbhai,
Raminder Singh Gujral, Shumeet Ba-
nerji, former SBI chairperson Arund-
hati Bhattacharya and former CVC
K.V. Chowdary.

All independent directors got a Rs 1.65
crore commission for the year besides
a sitting fee of up to Rs 36 lakh.-PTI

Facebook Partners Asia Foundation For New
Tools To Combat Online Hate, Intolerance

NEW DELHI: Facebook on Thursday
said it has launched 'The Resiliency
Initiative' website that aims to provide
tools and resources towards combat-
ing hate and intolerance online.

Launched in partnership with The
Asia Foundation, The Resiliency Ini-
tiative "aims to promote tolerance,
strengthen interfaith and inter-eth-
nic understanding, and counter vio-
lent extremism in Asia Pacific".

"This community-centred initiative
began with online workshops for 60
organisations from Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Maldives,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Pakistan and the Philippines.

The website is the next step in
strengthening the community of prac-
tice," Facebook said in a blogpost.

'The Resiliency Initiative' website
provides civil society organisations
with a suite of tools and resources

Facotupag

to help them harness social media to
build stronger communities  par-
ticularly in areas affected by violent
conflict, it added.

This includes guidance on getting
started on social media, creating ef-
fective online content, managing pres-
ence on social media, measuring im-
pact, and combating misinformation.

It also includes case studies with
insights from communities across
the region.

The website is currently available
in English and is launching in Ben-
gali, Thai and Urdu in the coming

weeks, with more languages to fol-
low in the future, the statement said.

"At Facebook, we aim to identify
and remove harmful content from our
platforms as quickly as possible and
we've made good progress in this area.

But this is just one part of the solution.

It's equally important to enable
constructive dialogue and encourage
counter speech in order to promote
social cohesion and counter offline
harm," the blog said.

The Resiliency Initiative is one of
the flagship programmes to address
hate and violent extremism, it added.

In the second half of the year, 'The
Resiliency Initiative' will work with
civil society organisations in Asia
Pacific to build out their social re-
silience campaigns to combat hate
online, and expand the reach of the
programme into new communities
in the region.-PTI
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Blast At Garbage Dump
Triggers Panic In Natipora

SRINAGAR: A mysterious blast at a garbage dump
in Srinagar triggered panic among residents on
Thursday, officials said.

The blast took place after employees of the
Srinagar Municipal Corporation set the garbage in
fire in the Natipora area, they said.

There was no loss of life. The glass panel of a near-
by shop was damaged in the impact of the explosion.

The site of the explosion is in the vicinity of a
Dedicated COVID-19 Health Centre in Chanapore
which was visited by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha during the day.

J&K’s Devika River Project
Matter Of Faith For People
Of Region: Jitendra Singh

NEW DELHI: Union Minister Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said the Devika river project in Jammu
and Kashmir is a matter of faith for the people of
the region and hoped that it would be possible to
complete it by the beginning of next year.

He reviewed the project at a high-level meeting
attended among others by Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta, Principal
Secretary Housing and Urban Development Board
Dhiraj Gupta and Udhampur Deputy Commissioner
Indu Kanwal Chib.

Singh, the Minister of State for Personnel, said
the Devika project is not a mere project but a mat-
ter of faith for everyone, particularly the people of
Udhampur, and therefore any suggestion or input
coming from any quarter should be viewed positive-
ly, regardless of the political affiliation or political
party of the person who puts forth the suggestion.

Recalling his visit to the project site in January this
year, Singh said he had expressed disappointment
at the slow pace of work but added that the second
wave of COVID-19 has also been a challenge, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the Personnel Ministry.

He, however, hoped that now that things have
been streamlined to get it executed with better co-
ordination between executing agencies, it would be
possible to complete the project by the beginning
of next year, it said. The work on the Rs 190 crore
project under the National River Conservation Plan
(NRCP) started in March 2019.

Under the project, bathing ghats (places) on the
banks of the Devika river will be developed, en-
croachments will be removed, natural water bodies
will be restored and catchment areas will be devel-
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17 pilots of Air India, IndiGo,
Vistara died of Covid in May

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: A total of 17 pilots
of Air India, IndiGo and Vistara
died due to COVID-19 in May
when the country witnessed
the peak of the coronavirus pan-
demic's second wave, sources
said on Thursday.

IndiGo lost 10 pilots and
Vistara two, aviation industry
sources stated.

Air India officials said five
senior pilots - captains Harsh
Tiwary, G P S Gill, Prasad
Karmakar, Sandeep Rana and
Amitesh Prasad - of the national
carrier died of Covid.

No pilot has died due to
COVID-19 at AirAsia India till
date, the industry sources
mentioned.

Air India and Vistara did not
respond to the queries sent by
PTI on this matter.

While IndiGo did not com-
ment about the pilots' deaths,
the carrier said it has given first
dose to around 20,000 of its total
35,000 employees and its ground
handling subsidiary Agile.

"We are committed to cover-
ing our entire workforce by mid-
June," said Raj Raghavan, Senior
VP & Head of Human Resources,
IndiGo, in a statement to PTI.

Indigo has a "robust” welfare
scheme and a "benevolent poli-
cy" so that each family of the de-
ceased pilot would be getting Rs
5 crore, the sources mentioned.

They added that while there
were barely a few pilots of
IndiGo who tested positive dur-
ing the first wave, almost 450 pi-
lots of the carrier tested positive
for COVID-19 during the second
wave.

Private carriers such as Vistara

and AirAsia India have given at
least the first dose of COVID-19
vaccine to around 99 per cent
and 96 per cent of their eligible
employees, respectively, as of
now.

People who are being treated
for Covid or have recently recov-
ered are not considered eligible
for vaccination.

Meanwhile, after a delay due
to non-availability of vaccines,
Air India has started vaccinat-
ing its employees from May 15
onwards, the carrier's officials
stated.

Air India had on May 4 said
it would vaccinate all its em-
ployees against Covid by the
month-end as a pilots' body had

demanded inoculation of the
flying crew on priority basis cit-
ing risk to their lives from the
deadly infection.

Six days later, the carrier
had to tell its employees that it
would not be able to hold vac-
cination camps for them at the
Delhi airport on May 11 and May
13 due to "non-availability" of
vaccines.

In a communication to em-
ployees on May 10, Air India
said: "The proposed COVID vac-
cination camp at GSD Complex,
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) on May 11 and
May 13 stands cancelled be-
cause government authorities
have expressed inability to hold

these camps due to non-avail-
ability of vaccines.”

"Fresh dates will be notified
once we get re-confirmation
from government authorities,"
it added.

Go First (formerly known as
GoAir) and Spice]et did not re-
spond to PTI's queries on how
many of their pilots have died
due to COVID-19 in May.

The spokesperson of AirAsia
India, which has vaccinated
around 96 per cent of its eli-
gible employees, stated: "We
will soon be covering 100% of
our workforce, excluding those
ineligible for medical reasons,
such as recovering from Covid in
the recent past." PTI DSP

oped, the statement said.

Tourism Deptt
to Celebrate
Environment Day

SRINAGAR: The Tourism Department is
celebrating World Environment Day in
a big way. Cleanliness drives, awareness
camps and interactive sessions to pre-
serve the fragile ecology would be held at
all the tourist destinations like Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Sonmarg and other places.

In Srinagar many programmes have
been planned at various spots to mark
the day and spread the awareness about
the need to preserve and conserve the
ecology and environment.

Soldier Succumbs
To Gunshot Wounds

SRINAGAR: An army man succumbed
to gunshot wounds at a hospital on
Thursday, a day after he was critically
injured due to accidental fire in Sopore
town of Baramulla district.

Muneer Ramzan Ganaie, who was de-
ployed with army’s 52 RR, was critically
injured when his service rifle acciden-
tally went off in Sopore town. A resident
of Larkipora in Anantnag district, Ganaie
was removed to the hospital for treatment.
However, he succumbed to serious gun-
shot injuries at the hospital on Thursday.

After completing the medico-legal for-
malities his body has been dispatched to
his native village for his burial.

Welder Falls from
GMC Building, Dies

Srinagar: A young welder died after fall-
ing from an under-construction building
of Government Medical College (GMC)
Baramulla on Tursday.

21-year-old Sajad Ahmad Dar of
Beerwah in Budgam district fell off a
building while engaged in his occupa-
tional work, resulting in his instant death.

Confirming the incident, a senior police
official said that the person has fallen off
from the third floor of an under-construc-
tion building at GMC. “A case has been set
underway into the incident for further in-
vestigations,” the official added.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Collective Action

health department to ensure functioning of
ventilators and other life-saving equipments,
besides compulsory training of human resourc-
es for operationalization of these equipments.

“Each hospital in the UT would submit a
comprehensive report on Healthcare Assets
utilization on a weekly basis,” Sinha said, add-
ing “Doctors, nurses, and frontline warriors like
Babli Rani, Dr. Tazyeen Younis, and Additional
SP Feroz Yehya are the backbone of our health
system. They have served the people with ut-
most dedication to save lives,”

Emphasizing on aggressive vaccination and
testing to break the chain of transmission, the
LG, as per the official spokesperson underlined
the need to act more holistically and protect
those who are most vulnerable.

“While we have reformed our health system
and decentralized community healthcare, we
must accelerate vaccination & testing for vulner-
able groups and mobilize all necessary resources
for continuous assistance,” the LG said.

“Making optimum utilization of Covid Care
Centres in Panchayats with community contri-
bution, especially in areas where home isola-
tion is not feasible, needs to be done. Besides,
areas with high positivity rate need to be
identified and declared as micro containment
zones so that preventive measures can be tak-
en to break the spread of the virus,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, di-
rections were also passed to the Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir and DC Budgam for
speeding up the development works, setting
of a new District Hospital, Urdu University,
besides expansion and up-gradation of rural
roads in the district.

He said that the Deputy Commissioner,
Budgam, Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, while giving
the overview of the Covid containment mea-
sures being taken in the district, apprised the
LG that 80% of HCWs, 73% FLWs, and 77% above
45 years age-group have been covered with
first dose of vaccine.

“500 LPM oxygen capacity at DCHC
Chanapora is meeting the requirements of
the patients. 08 Isolation facilities (Level-II
Hospital) having a bed capacity of 437 with 299
beds with oxygen facilities, while 08 COVID-19
Care Centres with bed capacity of 965. 10587
patients recovered so far, besides 2699 Covid
kits have been distributed in the District,”
Mirza said, as per official spokesperson.

DC Budgam, he said, further informed that
Covid Care Centres in all 296 Panchayats of
the district are established and a total of 12
Covid Control Rooms (24x7) are functional and
around 25820 calls have made to patients in
Home Isolation.

“Also, 24 Senior Doctors/Consultants are
available for Tele-Medicine services across
the District and 3725 people have been served
with telemedicine services,” Mirza said, as per
official spokesperson, adding “Door to Door
surveillance by Medical Teams being done
and PRIs, NGOs, and religious leaders have
been roped in for IEC activities. NGO Mother
Foundation Association was also roped in to
provide specialized Tele-Consultation services
to general populace, Mirza said.

While appreciating the efforts of the District
Administration, Ganderbal for achieving the
milestone of 100 % coverage of first dose of vac-
cine among above 45 years age group, the LG,
as per the official spokesperson asked the DC
Ganderbal Krittika Jyotsna to share the good
practices with other District Administrations
as well.

He said that the DC Ganderbal gave an over-
view of the Covid containment measures be-
ing taken by the Administration and informed
that the Nodal officers have been appointed for
monitoring of vaccination centres and micro-
containment zones.

“This innovative method of real-time moni-
toring has made a huge difference to accelerate
the vaccination process in the district. Besides,
1200 people are under home isolation in
Ganderbal and 24x7 Control rooms are opera-
tional to facilitate the patients. 1358 Covid kits
have been distributed under Covid manage-
ment efforts,” the official spokesperson quoted
Jyotsna as saying.

DC Ganderbal, he said, also informed that
Covid Care Centres (CCC) have been estab-
lished in all the Panchayats of the district with
RAT testing facility at every CCC.

“Regarding oxygen supply, it was informed
that a 1000 LPM capacity oxygen generation
plant is fully functional at DH Ganderbal,” he
added.

Principal Secretary Nitishwar Kumar, Chief
Secretary Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, , IGP
Kashmir Vijay Kumar, Deputy Commissioner,
Srinagar Mohammad Aijaz, Director Health
Services, Kashmir Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad Rather
and other senior officers accompanied the LG.

Ex-Militant Killed

stores used in fabrication of IEDs was recov-
ered from him, the police spokesperson said,
adding following the recovery a case FIR No.
48/2021 under relevant sections of law was
registered at Police Station Tral.

“The militant operative was on police re-
mand and on June 2 he was brought from
Police Station Tral to the Police Component,
Tral for further interrogation,” he said.

Divulging more details, the police spokes-
person said that during the interrogation,
Malik got hold of the AK-47 rifle of constable
Amjad Khan and fired indiscriminately with
intention to kill the cops.

“He critically wounded Constable Amjad
Khan. The militant operative then took total
control of the interrogation room and engaged
the policemen by firing intermittently from the
snatched weapon,” he said.

“Sensing grave danger to the lives of police-
men and that of the militant operative, his
mother and Executive Magistrate were brought
on the site and repeated sincere efforts were
made to persuade him to through away the
weapon and surrender,” he added.

The police spokesperson said that showing
complete defiance to such persuasions and re-
fusing to surrender, Malik also fired upon the
police party engaged in persuasion.

“One of the police personnel was hit with
a bullet on chest and survived because of the
bulletproof jacket he was wearing,” he said,
adding that after failing all efforts to ensure his
surrender, the militant was engaged in a gun
fight following the rules and SoP of such en-
gagement and was neutralised.

“The snatched weapon was recovered from
the possession of the militant operative. In this
regard, case FIR No. 61/2021 under relevant
sections of law stands registered at Police
Station Tral and investigation taken up,” said
the police spokesperson.

He further said that body of slain militant
was sent to Police Hospital Srinagar for med-
ico-legal formalities.

According to the police spokesperson, Malik
had remained an active militant of Hizbul
Mujahideen in the past and was arrested in

2003. His brother Shabir Malik was also a mili-
tant of Ansar Gazwat-ul Hind and was killed in
an encounter at Brenpathri in 2019.

Police Issues Advisory

Inspector General of Police (IGP), Kashmir,
Vijay Kumar said in a tweet.

Kumar’s Tweet came in the backdrop of the
killing of a BJP councillor Rakesh Pandita in Tral
Payeen area on Wednesday night.

Pandita, as per party spokesperson was a
councillor from Tral Bala-C and was visiting his
friend at Tral Payeen where suspected militants
fired upon him. A woman identified as Asifa
Mushtaq was also injured in the surprise attack.

In a statement issued after Pandita’s assassi-
nation, police had said that three unidentified
militants had fired upon him when he was vis-
iting his friend in Tral Payeen area.

“It is pertinent to mention that the deceased
was a protected person and two PSOs were
deployed for his security and secured accom-
modation was also provided to him at Srinagar.
However, at the time of incident he was with-
out any security as he defied the SOPs and
went to his native village without PSOs,” the
police spokesperson had said.

The killing of Pandita comes over two months
after militants attacked Sopore Municipal
Council on March 29 and killed two BJP coun-
cillors- Reyaz Ahmad Peer and Shamas Din,
besides a policeman identified as Shafqat Nazir.

Last year on June 8, another Kashmiri Pandit
and a Congress Sarpanch Ajay Pandita was shot
dead by suspected militants in Larkipora of
Anantnag district.

A month later on July 8, militants carried out
an audacious attack in Bandipora killing BJP
leader Wasim Bari, his father Bashir Ahmad
and brother Umer Bashir at their shop, adja-
cent to their house which is in close vicinity to
a police station.

However, the militants stepped up attacks
on BJP leaders and workers in the first week of
August. In three attacks a BJP Sarpanch Sajjad
Khanday and party worker Hamid Jamal Najar
were killed and another Sarpanch Arif Ahmad
Shah was injured.

Army Ready For

conduct of the Amarnath Yatra. Of course,
the decision to conduct the yatra or not lies
with the civil administration but we are ready
from our side,” Army Chief General M M
Naravane said on Thursday.

He further said that he had been briefed
about the situation by the commanders and “I
am glad to say that all the parameters we judge
normalcy by have seen great improvement”.

The army chief was talking to a select group
of journalists after his two-day visit to Jammu
and Kashmir.

About the situation in the valley, he said the
entire nation wanted peace and tranquillity to
prevail in this region.

“In this overall gamut, the role of Army is
to bring down levels of violence to an extent
where the civil administration and the local
security forces can then play the role...that is
where the role of Army lies, the two works in
sync with the local administration and all the
other forces who are here, the ultimate aim of
course being to bring down the levels of vio-
lence so that peace and development can take
place,” he added.

The army chief also issued a message to the
youths of Jammu and Kashmir, asking them to
shun the path of violence saying that after a
long time a situation has been reached where
peace and tranquillity prevail and people are

in a position to pursue their dreams and their
aspirations.

“So, my message not only for youth but ev-
eryone would be that it is only when we will
have peace and tranquillity, there will be de-
velopment and if there is development, we will
be able to prosper together and therefore we
should shun this path of violence.

“It does not get you anywhere. You just need
to see outside, how the world has moved on,
how India has moved on and therefore em-
brace the future and the world over the future
lies in shunning violence. And if you do that, it
will only hasten the process of ushering a new
era of development and prosperity,” he said.

Gen Naravane also made it clear that there
was no troop reduction in the near future say-
ing although the ceasefire is in place “we can-
not, in any way, reduce our levels of alertness
and preparedness”.

He pointed out that the Counter Infiltration
Grid of the Army along the LoC and Counter
Insurgency Grid keep on assessing the situa-
tion from time to time.

“All these deployments are dynamic and they
depend on the situation and the threat percep-
tion... If we feel that the situation permits, then
definitely we do take recourse to pulling out
some troops from active deployment to the
rear areas so that they also get time for rest and
relief as also for training but they will not be
pulled out altogether,” he said.

In reply to a question about the ceasefire,
agreed by India and Pakistan in February, he
said, “As you know we had entered into an
understanding with Pakistan at the end of
February to observe a ceasefire along the LoC.
The ceasefire as of now is holding and the re-
sponsibility or I may say the onus of making
sure that the ceasefire holds is squarely on
Pakistan. We are willing to observe the cease-
fire as long as they do so.”

However, the army chief pointed out that
while the ceasefire is on, the militant infra-
structure and presence of militants on the oth-
er side of the LoC continue.

“And therefore, there

trust between the two countries.”

“So, as I said, the onus is entirely on Pakistan
to build up on whatever we have achieved so
far.” he said.

Asks Troops At

challenges effectively. Naravane, who ar-
rived in Kashmir on Wednesday, reviewed the
security situation along the LoC on the last
day of his two-day visit to Kashmir Valley, an
army spokesperson said. He was accompa-
nied by Lt Gen YK Joshi, the Northern Army
Commander and Lt Gen DP Pandey, Chinar
Corps Commander.

The Army Chief, he said, visited the forma-
tions and units, wherein the local Commanders
briefed the COAS on the existing security situ-
ation and the measures instituted to foil infil-
tration by militants from Pakistan controlled-
Kashmir. He also interacted with the troops
and complimented them for their high morale
and the high state of operational preparedness.

“While appreciating the current state of
peace prevailing along the Line of Control, he
cautioned all commanders and troops to not
let their guard down and to remain prepared
to meet any emerging security challenges ef-
fectively,” the army spokesperson said.

Naravane, he said, also complimented all
Government agencies for their close coordi-
nation in maintaining peace in the region and
reaching out to the people wholeheartedly to
combat the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bajwa Witnesses

an operational cycle, said a statement issued
by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) -
the military’s media wing on Wednesday.

“Rigorous training and continued practice of
operational drills are imperative for effective
response to wide ranging threats, Gen Bajwa
told the troops.

The troops and units participating in the
exercise will rehearse various defensive and
offensive manoeuvres in the mountainous ter-
rain, the statement added.

can be no slackening
as far as we are con-
cerned in our levels of
preparedness and alert-
ness,” he made it clear.

The army chief, who
earlier visited the for-
ward posts along the
LoC, was asked whether
Pakistan could be trust-
ed with the ceasefire.
He sought to make it
clear saying “trust is a
very difficult thing to
come by and it takes a
very long time to de-
velop and there have
been decades of mis-
trust between Pakistan
and India and obviously
the situation on that
score cannot change
overnight.”

He said that if they
continue to observe
ceasefire in letter and
spirit, “if they desist
from pushing in mili-
tants across and foment
trouble in India, then all
these small steps will
definitely go incremen-
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Veteran BCCI Scorers Request
Ganguly To Provide Them
With 'Retirement Benefits'
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Press Trust of India

MUMBAL: They recorded thou-
sands of runs scored by Sachin
Tendulkar and Virat Kohli along
with hundreds of wickets taken
by Kapil Dev and Anil Kumble only
to find that their own "balance
sheet" makes for a dismal reading
after decades of yeoman service to
Indian cricket.

These are BCCI accredited re-
tired scorers.

Around 17 of them have now ap-
pealed in unison to BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly, seeking some sort
of "retirement benefits" after bid-
ding adieu at the age of 55 years.

The initiative was taken by veteran
Mumbai Cricket Association scorer
Vivek Gupte, who on behalf of 17
scorers across the country, has ap-
pealed to Ganguly via e-mail for help-
ing the financially distressed section
of Indian cricket's eco-system.

"While we were requesting the
BCCI to increase the retirement age
of the scorers, which requires much
lesser physical exhaustion, the BCCI
has now upped the umpires' age
limit from 55 to 60 years," Gupte
lamented during a chat with PTL

"In our request mail, we had
also mentioned that all these "Re-
tired" scorers are senior scorers
who are into the activity of scoring
for about three decades."

The BCCI accredited scorers now
get Rs 10,000 per match day but in
the post COVID-19 world, their in-
come has significantly gone down
with BCCI not being able to arrange
any red ball tournaments last season.

However, it's the former scor-
ers, who have now been retired as
per BCCI policy, who have fallen on
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hard times with most of them not
having a plan B for tough times.

"When we started scoring the
payments were meagre - as less
as Rs 50/- per day. The senior scor-
ers have given their lifetime and
everything to this rather neglected
activity, without much expecta-
tions - be it monetary or name or
fame,” Gupte said in his mail.

Gupte urged BCCI to at least
take a note of the sacrifices made
by the scorers' community for pur-
suing a field which was more of a
passion than profession.

"There were lot of sacrifices in-
volved - some have given up their
job by taking early retirement,
many have not opted for promo-
tion in professional careers for fear
of displacement which could have
resulted in giving up scoring,” the
e-mail stated. It also stressed that
a proper retirement policy should
be given to the scorers.

"Hence, the request was that
a proper retirement policy be
framed and put in place and that
the retired scorers should be given,
-- retirement benefits by way of a
fixed monthly pension and/ or a
one time lump sum amount and
medical cover benefit," it said.

The retired scorers through the
letter expressed confidence that
the "BCCI will certainly be working
out something fruitful for the ben-
efit of senior retired scorers."

Out of 17 scorers, MS Rahman
(Jharkhand) died sometime back
and Sunil Landge from the Baroda
Cricket Association was added to
the list from December last year.

The 17 'retired' scores include
three from the Mumbai Cricket As-
sociation.

With 136 On Lord’s Debut, Conway
Breaks Ganguly’s Long-Held Record

Press Trust of India

LONDON: New Zealand batsman
Devon Conway has broken former
India captain Sourav Ganguly's
25-year-old record of registering
the highest Test score on debut at
Lord’s when he went past the styl-
ish southpaw’s 131 during the first
Test against England.

Conway, who is also a left-hand-
ed batsman, remained unbeaten
136 as New Zealand finished the
first day at a solid 246 for three.

With his opening day exploits,
the South African-born 29-year-
old became the sixth cricketer
to hit a hundred on debut at the
iconic venue.

Ganguly, who is now the BCCI
president, had scored 131 on his
Test debut at what is referred to as
the Mecca of cricket in 1996.

Interestingly, both Conway and
Ganguly share their birthday —
July 8 — but are separated by near-
ly 20 years in age.

Speaking to Sky Sports at the
end of the day’s play, Conway said,
“I'll have some time to let that
settle in. The job’s not done but I'm
very happy.

“l had a conversation with
(skipper) Kane (Williamson) a
couple of days ago and asked him

what it feels like to go on that hon-
ours board; the first thing he said
to me was: now you're on it, boy.”

With his century, Conway be-
came only the third non-English
batsman to score a century on Test
debut at Lord’s.

Australian batsman Harry Gra-
ham had scored 107 against Eng-
land on his Test debut in 1893.

Debutant Conway reached the
three-figure mark in style, smash-
ing fast-medium bowler Ollie Rob-
inson for a six in the 61st over of
the innings.

Conway struck 16 fours and
faced 240 balls during his stay in
the middle.

PSL 6: Indian Broadcasting
Team Yet To Get Clearance
From Abu Dhabi Govt

Press Trust of India

DUBAL: A 16-member Indian broad-
casting team which is in Abu Dhabi
to cover the remaining PSL 6 match-
es is yet to get clearance from the
concerned authorities of the gulf
nation which has led to the delay in
finalising the dates of the event, the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said.

The remaining 20 matches off Pak-
istan Super League 6 have become a
major challenge for the PCB which is
already under fire for the way it shift-
ed the event to Abu Dhabi.

The PSL 6 was suspended in
March after the completion of just
14 games due to rising COVID-19
cases among players and officials.

“Till Wednesday the PCB is still
awaiting clearance from the Ministry
of Health of Abu Dhabi to allow 16
members of the broadcasting crew
from India to cover the event which
has already led to the delay of Paki-
stan team’s departure to England by

PM Modi Reviews
India’s Preparations
For Tokyo Olympics

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi asserted on Thursday
that every need of our sportsper-
sons, from vaccination to training
facilities, must be fulfilled as a top
priority as he chaired a meeting to
review India's preparations for the
Tokyo Olympics, which will start in
50 days.

Modi said sports is at the heart of
our national character and that our
youths are creating a strong and vi-
brant culture of sports, adding that
he would be connecting with India's
Olympics contingent through a vid-
eo conference in July to encourage
them and wish them on behalf of
all Indians, according to a statement.

He said wishes of 135 crore Indi-
ans will be with our youngsters par-
ticipating in the Olympics, noting
that for every sportsperson shining
on the global stage, a thousand more
will be inspired to take up sports.

Modi was briefed that a total of
100 athletes have qualified for To-
kyo Olympics across 11 sports dis-
ciplines and about 25 more athletes
are likely to qualify, the PMO state-
ment said. While a total of 19 Indian
athletes had participated at the last
paralympics in 2016 at Rio de Janei-
ro, 26 para athletes have qualified

and 16 more are likely to qualify for
the Tokyo Olympics, it said.

Officials said special attention will
also be given towards motivating ath-
letes and boosting their morale while
they participate in the Olympics.

Therefore, regular video confer-
ences will be organised with their
parents and family members back
in India through the course of the
competition, they said.

Tokyo Olympics is scheduled to
begin from July 23.

In the review meeting, a pre-
sentation was made by officials

on various aspects of operational
readiness for the upcoming games.

Modi was apprised about vari-
ous steps taken towards ensuring
uninterrupted training for athletes
amid the pandemic, participation
in international competitions to

win Olympic quota, vaccination of

athletes, and customised support
being provided to them.
He directed that every qualified

and probable athlete, support staff

and officials travelling to the Tokyo
for the mega sporting event must
be vaccinated as soon as possible.

India Likely To Send 190-Strong

Contingent To Olympics: IOA Chief Batra

=

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Indian con-
tingent for the upcoming Tokyo
Olympics is expected to be around
190, including over 100 athletes,
I0A president Narinder Batra said
on Thursday as Sports Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju unveiled the official kits
for the country’s participants.

So far, 100 athletes have quali-
fied for the Tokyo Games, including
56 men and 44 women.

The Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) expects another 25 to 35 to
make the cut for the Games, which
open on July 23.

“..we are estimating to touch 125
to 135 (qualified athletes) by the
next two to three weeks when the
qualification process is over,” Batra
said during the online ceremony.

“This means the Indian contin-
gent, including officials and sup-
port staff, is likely to be around
190,” he added.

The number of officials cannot
be more than one-third of the ath-
lete group as per the Sports Min-
istry rules. The ministry can, how-

Press Trust of India

ever, allow additional officials at no
cost to the government.

Batra also reiterated that India’s
medal haul can touch the double-
digit mark in Tokyo, which will be
an unprecedented achievement.

The 10A chief said that all the
athletes who have qualified for the
Olympics have received the first
dose of Covid-19 vaccine except for
afew who have recently contracted
the virus.

He requested Rijiju to ensure that
all the Indian athletes are fully vac-
cinated before they head to Tokyo.

“The 10C will issue a Playbook
(latest version) this month but
there will be only minor changes
(from earlier version). We have to
follow all the health and safety pro-
tocols in view of the pandemic.”

Unveiling the official kits of the In-
dian contingent, Rijiju said the whole
country is behind the athletes.

“Olympics is the platform where
the best in the world will compete.
I hope our athletes will make their
best effort and make the country
proud by winning medals,” he said.

“Today, the prime minister took a

all Programme

review of the country’s preparation
for the Olympics and assured the
participating athletes that the entire
country is behind them,” he added.

He said his ministry has pro-
vided all kinds of support—finan-
cial and logistical—to the athletes
amid the challenges posed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The official kits are sponsored by
Li Ning while the official ceremoni-
al kits are sponsored by Raymonds.

IOA Secretary General Rajiv
Mehta said that four sets of official
kits will be given to each athlete
and more than 100 kits have been
kept aside as contingency.

“We have received the health
protocols the athletes have to follow.
There will be double testing of athletes
before departure. All these things, we
will work out with the chef-de-mis-
sion and his deputy,” Mehta said.

Six Olympic-bound athletes, in-
cluding Neeraj Chopra, Bajrang Pu-
nia, Ravi Dahiya, Sumit Malik and
Seema Bisla, were present. Chef-de-
Mission of the Indian contingent BP
Baishya and his deputy Prem Chand
Verma were also present.

NBA India Graduate L. Chhakchhuak Enrols
In US College Basketb
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Ravi Shastri’s Support
Motivated Siraj To Stay Back In
Australia After Father’s Death

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHIL: India pacer Mo-
hammed Siraj has revealed that
words of encouragement from
head coach Ravi Shastri during the
team’s tour of Australia made him
change his mind about returning
home after his father’s death.

“Tu Test match khel, dekh tereko
5 wickets milega. Tere Daddy ka
dua tera saath hoga’ (You play the
Test match. You will get 5 wickets
as your father’s blessings are with
you),” was what Shastri told him be-
fore the second Test in Melbourne,
according to the speedster.

Siraj received the news of his fa-
ther’s death on November 20, less
than a month before the blockbuster
four-match Test series was set to be-
gin in Adelaide.

He was indecisive until Shastri
intervened and motivated him. The
27-year-old Siraj bagged five wickets
for 77 runs on his Test debut at the
hallowed Melbourne Cricket Ground.

‘Match ke baad Ravi sir ne bahut
khus hokar bola, tujhe bola tha na
5 wickets milega (Ravi sir said after
the match that I told that you will be

getting five wickets). I became very
confident after my coaches encour-
aged me in such a way, Siraj told
ABP news.

Not just Shastri but the entire
team management was supportive
of Siraj, who plays under skipper Vi-
rat Kohli in IPL franchise Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore.

‘Virat Bhai is always there. When
I couldn’t perform well in the IPL
two years back, he showed faith in
my ability. He retained me in RCB
and [ am grateful for this, said Siraj.

‘When I lost my father during
the Australia tour, both Ravi sir and
bowling coach Bharat Arun sir were
so supportive” He grabbed a five-
wicket innings haul in Australia’s
second innings in the fourth and
final Test in Brisbane as India won
the match for a historic 2-1 series
triumph.

Sirgj is currently in England with
the Indian team for the World Test
Championship final against New
Zealand and a five-match series
against hosts England. The Hyder-
abad speedster has so far captured
16 wickets in five Tests and three
wickets in three T20 Internationals.

India Men And Women Cricket
Teams Arrive In England

Press Trust of India

LONDON: The Indian men's crick-
et team arrived here on Thurs-
day for the upcoming World Test
Championship final against New
Zealand and the subsequent Test
series versus hosts England.

The men's team was accompa-
nied by the women's side which is
touring England for three ODIs and
as many T20s besides the one-off
Test, starting in Bristol on June 16.

"Touchdown," top-order bats-
man KL Rahul tweeted with a pic-
ture of the chartered flight in the
background, confirming their safe
arrival in London.

Both the teams will now travel
to Southampton, where they will
complete their mandatory quaran-
tine. Upon completion of the quar-
antine period and subsequent Co-
vid test, the Virat Kohli-led men's
team will take on New Zealand
in the maiden WTC final starting
here from June 18.

Following the WTC final, the
men's team will face England in a
five-match Test series starting Au-
gust 4 in Nottingham. India are trav-
elling with an extended 20-member
squad for WTC final and subsequent
series against England keeping the
Covid pandemic in mind. The wom-
en's team's tour ends on July 15.

Gautam Gambhir's Foundation Guilty
Of Illegally Stocking, Distributing
COVID Medicines, HC Told

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Gautam Gamb-
hir Foundation has been found
guilty of unauthorisedly stocking,
procuring and distributing Fabiflu
medicine to Covid patients, the
Delhi High Court was informed by
the Delhi government's drug con-
troller on Thursday.

The drug controller submitted
that action will be taken without de-
lay against the foundation, drug deal-
ers as also in other such cases which
would be brought to its notice.

MLA Praveen Kumar has also
been found guilty for similar offenc-
es under the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, the court was informed.

two days,” a source in the board said.

He said that the Indian broadcast-
ers were in quarantine in Abu Dhabi
but were told to leave their hotel by
health officials, who informed them
that they had to isolate themselves
in some other emirate state before
entering Abu Dhabi.

“If we get required permission on
Thursday then the PSL 6 will start
from June 7 or 8 and if there is fur-
ther delay then the wait will get lon-
ger,” the source said.

The PCB has been facing several
hurdles in getting clearances from
concerned authorities in Abu Dhabi
for the last two weeks.

Initially the PCB had announced it
would hold the remaining games of
PSL 6 June 2 to 20.

“The board has also been forced
to rethink its schedule because of
the hot weather conditions in Abu
Dhabi and once it became obvious
it would be difficult to hold double
headers in this weather,” he said.

NEW DELHL: NBA Academy India
graduate Lalhnehpuia Chhakchhuak
has enrolled at North Park University
in Chicago, Illinois, becoming the sixth
male student-athlete from the acad-
emy to commit to a high school or col-
lege basketball programme in the US.

Chhakchhuak first participated
in the 2017-18 Reliance Foundation
Jr. NBA program before joining NBA
Academy India in 2018 as a part of
the academy’s second class of stu-
dent-athletes identified through the
ACG-NBA Jump program.

The 6-1 guard represented NBA
Academy India at the 2018 and 2019
NBA Academy Games in Australia
and the US, respectively, as well
as the Point Loma Nazarene Team
Camp in San Diego in 2019.

“I am looking forward to this op-
portunity at North Park University
that will keep me on the pathway I
have set out on,” said Chhakchhuak.

“This wouldn't have been possible
without the guidance of the coaching

staff at the NBA Academy India and
the constant support of my family.”

“We are certainly excited to add a
player like Lalhnehpuia to our squad.
In particular we like his size at the
guard position and as he continues
to get stronger we can envision how
he can become an important piece
within our program,” said North
Park head coach Thomas Slyder.

“His ability to play at the speed and
pace he prefers to play at is an impor-
tant characteristic for a guard to have.”

In addition to Lalhnehpuia, five
other NBA Academy India student-
athletes have committed to play-

ing basketball in the US — Harsh-
wardhan Tomar (KEBA Preparatory
School), Jagshaanbir Singh (Golden
State Prep, Point Park University),
Pranav Prince (First Love Christian
Academy), Amaan Sandhu (First
Love Christian Academy), and Ri-
yanshu Negi (DME Sports Acad-
emy).

Princepal Singh became the first
NBA Academy India graduate to sign
a professional contract when he
signed with the NBA G League Ignite.

NBA Academy India is an elite
basketball training centre for the top
prospects from across the country.

Agencies

PARIS: An app that bills itself as
helping with “sleep, relaxation
and meditation” says it is show-
ing support for Naomi Osaka by
offering to pay fines for tennis
players who don't fulfill 2021
Grand Slam media obligations
for mental health reasons.

Calm also tweeted on
Wednesday that it would do-
nate USD 15,000 — the amount
Osaka was fined for skipping
her postmatch news conference
at the French Open — to a group
in France that it says works “in
the mental health space.”

Osaka is a four-time major
champion and the world’s No.
2-ranked tennis player who
said she didn’t want to speak to
the press at Roland Garros.

After she was fined and
threatened by leaders of all four

: '

The court asked the drug con-
troller to file status reports on fur-
ther progress in these cases within
six weeks and listed the matter for
hearing on July 29.

App Shows Support
For Naomi Osaka With
Donation, Fine Offer

'ﬁha N

Grand Slam tournaments with
disqualification or suspension,
Osaka announced she would
withdraw from the French
Open and take a break from
competition.

She revealed she experi-
ences “huge waves of anxiety”
before meeting with the media
and said she has “suffered long
bouts of depression.”
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Covaxin Trial On 2-18 Year
Olds "Amounts To Homicide":
Plea In Delhi High Court

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: A plea has been moved
in the Delhi High Court seeking stay
on the phase II/Ill clinical trials of
Covaxin - Bharat Biotech's Covid
Vaccine - on 2-18 year olds.

The application was moved in
a petition filed in May for setting
aside the permission granted by the
country's drug regulator - Drugs
Controller General of India (DCGI)
- to Bharat Biotech for conducting
trials of its vaccine on children.

Petitioner Sanjeev Kumar has
claimed in his application that
while the issue was pending be-
fore the High Court with notices
issued to the Centre and Bharat
Biotech, the trials have already
commenced from June.

He has said, in his plea, that since
the court did not grant a stay when
it heard the matter, the govern-
ment is going ahead with the trials.

Mr Kumar has contended that
on July 15, the next date of hear-
ing of the petition, the govern-
ment and the company would say
that the trials have commenced
and hence, the plea challenging
the permission granted by DCGI
will become infructuous.

The trial will be conducted on

525 healthy volunteers and the
vaccine will be given by intra-
muscular route in two doses - one
administered on the first day and
the other 28 days later, the Health
Ministry said.

Covaxin, which has been indige-
nously developed by Bharat Biotech
in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR),
is being used on adults in India's on-
going Covid vaccination drive.

Mr Kumar, in his main petition,
has raised an apprehension that
the children who would be part
of the trial could suffer adverse
health or mental effects due to the
testing of the vaccine on them.

He has claimed that the chil-
dren, who will be the test sub-
jects, cannot be termed as volun-
teers as they are not capable of
understanding the consequences
of the trial to consent to the same.

Conducting the trial on healthy
children would amount to "homi-
cide", the petition has claimed and
has sought criminal prosecution of
the persons involved in such trials
or those authorised to conduct the
same, in the event of death or "loss
of peaceful and pleasant enjoy-
ment of life" of any of the toddlers
or minors who are part of the trial.

'You Seem Overjoyed': PM Joins
CBSE Session With Students

b

.f.

Class 12 students and their par-

ents, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday asked them
about their issues and concerns
and told them to never feel stressed
about any examination.

Joining the online interaction
with CBSE students organised by
the Education Ministry, PM Modi
asked them how they are feeling
following the cancellation of the
board exams in view of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic and what are they
planning to do now.

The PM also asked them to uti-
lise their time in a productive and
creative manner now that exams
had been cancelled.

He asked the students whether
they will watch IPL, Champion’s
League, or wait for the Olympics
and told them to remember the
mantra that “health is wealth”,
asking what they do to remain
physically fit.

In a surprise interaction with

Several students shared their
experiences with the PM about
how the announcement brought
relief, ending the uncertainty.

The PM told students that the
decision to cancel exams was tak-
en in their interest. Some parents
also shared their thoughts about
how students can focus now on
their college admissions.

The government on Tuesday
decided to cancel the CBSE Class
12 board exams amid the con-
tinuing Covid-19 pandemic across
the country with Modi asserting
that the decision was taken in the
interest of students and the anxi-
ety among students, parents and
teachers must be put to an end.

The decision was taken at a
high-level meeting chaired by
Modi in which it was decided that
the CBSE will take steps to compile
the results of Class 12 students ac-
cording to a well-defined objective
criterion in a time-bound manner.
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Longevity Of LoC Ceasefire
Depends On Pakistan's

Actions: Army (_:hief

Agenceis

SRINAGAR: Army Chief General M
M Naravane today said the longev-
ity of the ceasefire along the Line
of Control with Pakistan depends
on the actions of the neighbouring
country but asserted that there
would be "no slackening" of pre-
paredness as terror infrastructure
across the border was intact.

"The ceasefire along the LoC is
holding as of now. The onus of mak-
ing sure that the ceasefire holds is

squarely on Pakistan. We are willing
to observe the ceasefire as long as
they do so," he told some journal-
ists at the end of his two-day visit to
Kashmir. The Army chief said other
activities like terror infrastructure,
including terrorist camps and pres-
ence of terrorists on the other side
of the LoC, were continuing in Paki-
stan occupied Kashmir.

"Therefore, there can be no
slackening of our level of pre-
paredness,” he added.

Asked if Islamabad can be trust-

ed as the ceasefire has been holding
for 100 days now, General Naravane
said, "There have been decades of
mistrust between India and Paki-
stan. So, the situation on that score
cannot change overnight.”

He said if Pakistan observes cease-
fire in letter and spirit, the small
steps can lead to incremental gains.

"If Pakistan continues to desist
from fomenting trouble in India,
then the small steps can lead to
that level of trust that you are
talking about," he added.

Kerala Tops Again, Bihar Last In NITI
Aayog Sustainable Development Index
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NEW DELHI: Kerala has retained
the top rank in NITI Aayog's Sustain-
able Development Goals India In-
dex 2020-21, while Bihar has been
adjudged as the worst performer,
according to a report released today.

The Index for Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) evaluates
progress of states and union ter-
ritories on social, economic and
environmental parameters.

Kerala retained its rank as the top
state with a score of 75. Both Him-
achal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu took
the second spot with a score of 74.

Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam
were the worst performing states
in this year's India index.

The third rendition of India's SDG
Index was launched by NITI Aayog
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar on Thurs-
day. Further, Chandigarh maintained
its top spot among the UTs with a
score of 79, followed by Delhi (68).

Mizoram, Haryana and Uttara-
khand are the top gainers in 2020-
21 in terms of improvement in
score from 2019, with an increase
of 12, 10 and 8 points, respectively.

While in 2019, 10 states/UTs
belonged to the category of front-
runners (score in the range 65-99,
including both), 12 more states/
UTs find themselves in this cat-
egory in 2020-21.

Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Mizoram, Punjab, Hary-
ana, Tripura, Delhi, Lakshadweep,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
graduated to the category of front-
runners (scores between 65 and
99, including both).

The country's overall SDG score
improved by 6 points - from 60 in
2019 to 66 in 2020-21. This positive
stride towards achieving the tar-

Bengal ex-chief secy Alapan Bandyopadhyay

replies to Centre’s show-cause notice

Agenceis

rmer chief secretary of West
Bengal Alapan Bandyopdhayay on
Thursday replied to the Centre’s
show-cause notice served to him under
the Disaster Management Act to ex-
plain his absence from the cyclone re-
view meeting with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on May 28, an official said.

In his reply, Bandyopadhyay said
that as per the directive of Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, he left the
meeting for a review of Cyclone Yaas
ravaged Digha, a popular sea resort
town in Purba Medinipur district, ac-
cording to the highly-placed official
in the secretariat.

The Union Home Ministry had on
May 31 served a show-cause notice
to Bandyopadhyay under a stringent
provision of the Disaster Manage-
ment Act that entails imprisonment
up to two years, amid a tug-of-war
between the Centre and the Mamata
Banerjee government over him.

Bandyopadhyay was set to retire as
the chief secretary on May 31, but the
state recently sought and received

permission for extension of his ten-
ure for three months as he played a
crucial role in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

He was, however, handed over
a transfer directive by the Centre,
shortly after a row broke out over
the prime minister’s post-cyclone re-
view meeting at Kalaikunda airbase,
which the CM and state chief secre-

—

tary did not attend.

Banerjee, along with the chief
secretary, met the prime minister
for around 15 minutes and left after
handing over a report on the devasta-
tion caused by the cyclone in the state.

The bureaucrat, instead of report-
ing to Delhi, chose to retire and he
was subsequently appointed as the
CM’s chief adviser. PTI

gets is largely driven by exemplary
country-wide performance in goal
6 (clean water and sanitation) and
goal 7 (affordable and clean en-
ergy), where the composite goal
scores are 83 and 92, respectively.

Our effort of monitoring SDGs
through the SDG India Index and
Dashboard continues to be widely
noticed and applauded around the
world. It remains a rare data-driv-
en initiative to rank our states and
union territories by computing a
composite index on the SDGs, Mr
Kumar said.

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant
said, The report reflects on the
partnerships we have built and
strengthened during our SDG ef-
forts. The narrative throws light
on how collaborative initiatives
can result in better outcomes and
greater impacts.

On the theme of partnerships
which is central to goal 17, NITI
Aayog Member (Health) VK Paul
said, It is clear that by working to-
gether we can build a more resil-
ient and sustainable future, where
no one is left behind.

First launched in December
2018, the index has become the
primary tool for monitoring prog-
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ress on the SDGs in the country
and has simultaneously fostered
competition among the states and
union territories by ranking them
on the global goals.

The index, developed in col-
laboration with the United Nations
in India, measures the progress at
the national and sub-national level
in the country's journey towards
meeting the global goals and tar-
gets and has been successful as
an advocacy tool to propagate the
messages of sustainability, resil-
ience, and partnerships, as well.

From covering 13 goals, 39 tar-
gets, and 62 indicators in the first
edition in 2018-19 to 17 goals, 54
targets and 100 indicators in the
second; this third edition of the in-
dex covers 17 goals, 70 targets, and
115 indicators.

The sustainable development
goals, constituted through an un-
precedented consultative process,
have 17 goals and 169 related tar-
gets to be achieved by 2030.

The goals are an ambitious com-
mitment by world leaders which set
out a universal and an unprecedent-
ed agenda which embraces econom-
ic, environmental and social aspects
of the well-being of societies.

Supreme Court Quashes FIR
Against Vinod Dua For Sedition

Over_ His_ Youtube Show

he Supreme Court on Thurs-
Tday quashed an FIR lodged

against journalist Vinod Dua
for sedition and other offences
by a local BJP leader in Himachal
Pradesh over his YouTube show.

A bench of Justices U U Lalit and
Vineet Saran, however, declined
the prayer of Dua that no FIR can be
registered against any media per-
sonnel with 10 years' experience
unless cleared by a committee.

On July 20 last year, the top court
had extended till further orders the
protection granted to Dua from any
coercive action in the case.

!

" i

The apex court had earlier said
that Dua need not answer any other
supplementary questions asked
by the Himachal Pradesh police in
connection with the case. An FIR
against Dua under provisions of the
Indian Penal Code for alleged offences
of sedition, public nuisance, printing
defamatory materials and public mis-
chief was lodged by BJP leader Shyam
at Kumarsain police station in Shimla
district on May 6 last year and the
journalist was asked to join the probe.

Shyam has alleged that Dua, in his
YouTube show, had made some al-
legations against the prime minister.

HC Issues Summons To Ramdev On DMA
Plea Over False Info About Coronil Kit

The Delhi High Court on Thurs-
day issued summons to yoga
guru Ramdev on a suit by
Delhi Medical Association (DMA)
seeking to restrain him from dis-
seminating false information about
Patanjali's Coronil kit that it is a
cure for COVID-19. The high court

orally asked the counsel for Ramdev
to tell him not to make any provoca-
tive statement till the next date of
hearing on July 13 and respond to
the suit. DMA, on behalf of its doctor
members, said Ramdev's statement
affects as that medicine does not cure
coronavirus and it is misleading.

Juhi Chawla's ‘Fan' Singing
Incident Makes Way In Ramdev's
Proceedings In Delhi HC

"Indeed it was a musical hearing,"
a judge of the Delhi High Court
on Thursday remarked about the
incident of songs of Juhi Chawla's
movies sung by a man during the
hearing of her petition against the
5G technology.

Justice C Hari Shankar, who had
recused himself from hearing Bolly-
wood actress lawsuit, said "thankful-
ly" he did not have to hear her matter.

The Wednesday's incident came
for discussion today during the
hearing of a case relating to yoga
guru Ramdev's statements against
allopathic medicines.

At the fag end of hearing on
yoga guru's matter, Justice Shankar
made the remarks and said now he
wishes to see how today's proceed-
ings will be reported in the press.

“I am just going to see how it is
going to be reported. Thankfully I
did not have to hear the Juhi Chaw-
la matter yesterday. Indeed it was
a musical hearing. It had first come
up before me but I had recused
from hearing it for some reason,”
Justice Shankar said with a smile.

Senior advocate Rajiv Nayar,
representing Ramdev, joined the
discussion saying he has not shared

the court proceedings link with
anyone, in an apparent reference
to Chawla's act of sharing the web
link of virtual hearing on his Twit-
ter account.

On Wednesday, while the hear-
ing on Chawla's plea against the 5G
wireless network was on, a man
started singing some of the hit
songs of the actress’ movies and
caused repeated interruptions in
the virtual proceedings.

On the directions of Justice ] R
Midha, who was hearing the case,
the person was repeatedly removed
from the hearing, but he kept on
joining and started singing till the
time the proceedings were locked.

The man, who kept changing
his names every time he logged it,
started with Chawla's ‘Ghoonghat
ki aad mein dilbar ka didaar ad-
hura' song from her blockbuster
movie 'Hum hai rahi pyar ke'.

He then sang from her another
hit film Naajayaz ‘Lal lal hoton pe
gori kiska naam hai... Juhi Chawla'
and then ‘Meri banno ki aayegi
baraat ke dhol bajao ji' from the
movie Aaina after which he was re-
moved, and the proceedings were
locked.
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