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500 BEDDED HOSPITAL COMING UP IN SRINAGAR,
TO BE MADE OPERATIONAL BY MAY 30

The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Mohammed Aijaz Asad
Monday said that district administration is working on war footing
basis to break the chain of Corona virus infection in Srinagar....

J&K Logs Highest Ever
73 Covid Deaths In A Day

3344 More
People Test Positive

78 NEWS

DOCTORS CALL FOR GENOME STUDY,
INTENSIVE TESTING IN JAMMU

The Team of Doctors deputed by Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Monday called for conducting
genome study in Jammu while observing that the high...

2 Militants Killed In
anmoh Gunﬁght

PALESTINIAN ISSUE: IS A
SOLUTION POSSIBLE?

During the last week hundreds of Palestinian
protesters have been wounded by the Israeli
police and more than 197 are dead in Gaza
and 10 in Israel, 42 were killed in the early
hours of 17 May only, after the Israeli...
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Life’s under no
obligation to give us
what we expect.
—Margaret Mitchell

fatalities across J&K since the
outbreak of pandemic last year
to 3222.

In 24 Hour Among the victims, officials
ours said, included Assistant Professor
Firdaus Ali at the Kashmir University’s
Zoology Department Dr.

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
reported on Monday the highest
ever single-day fatalities due to
coronavirus as 73 more people
succumbed to the virus while
3344 fresh cases of infection
were reported from the Union
Territory during the last 24 hours.

According to the officials, 54
people lost the battle with the
deadly infection in Jammu divi-
sion and 19 others succumbed
to the virus at different hospitals

Mustahsan Farooq Fazili, former
SSP Mohammed Yaseen Bhat and
a youth from Qamarwari area
of the city. Besides them, other
victims included a woman from
Dalgate, who died two days af-
ter she was admitted to Chest
Diseases hospital, one of the ex-
clusive facilities for the manage-
ment of the covid-19 patients.
Officials said that a 68-year-
old man from Hamdaniya Colony
Bemina died eight ® More On P6
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He said both the militants
were affiliated with Al-Badr.

“As per police records both
the militants were part of
groups involved in several
crimes including planning
and executing of attacks on
police and security forces,”
the police spokesperson said.

Ajaz Ali

‘mm. Dr. Muzaffar Magbool

Researcher and Associate
Y Professor, Internal
Medicine, GMC

SRINAGAR: Two local mili-
tants of Al-Badr were killed
in an encounter with gov-
ernment forces in Khanmoh
area of Srinagar outskirts,
police said on Monday.
Wasim  Bashir  Pandit

File Photo: Abid Bhat

and healthcare facilities in this
summer capital. The highest

death count reported Monday
IDIOT( Internet derived took the overall number of
Information Obstruction

Treatment) syndrome can

complicate Covid treatment ® Senior Doctors Told ! 92 Inmates Test ! 7 Oxygen Plants From ! Corona Infected L4 Xgnﬁlkalggg da?“dof l\ggéiﬂr; . ngr ;11550 ;ggﬂgg;o‘fﬁ
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and hampering Covid-19 To Lead From Front Positive In Two Jails Germany Reach Srinagar Non-Local Labourers Awantipora were killed in  other incriminating materi-

management. mid “increasein mortality inety-two inmates have ammu and Kashmir on Monday Flee From House im agtggn%tangyl Ooperaplon alsl g?nfll the encoudnter 51t.el
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# SAY NO TO SELF MEDICATION Y Wtive patients, the authori- in two prisons of Jammu > oxygen plants ffom Germany labourers, eight among 50 IIQJR and tl?e e'rson1¥el cords for further investigation

\ ties have ordered senior faculty and Kashmir, officials said on with a cumulative generation capac- h ; . . - W . atiC
AND DON'T RISK YOUR LIFE : : : them coronavirus posi of CRPF laid a siege around and to probe their complic-
members of GMC Jammu to make Monday, and asserted that all the ity of 7,100 litres per minute (LPM). ; . i 2 .
BY ACCESSING GOOGLE FOR frequent rounds of - h L tive, escaped from their rented Khanmoh area on Monday, a ity in other crimes,” he added.
TREATMENT# requentrounds of @ More On P6 positive casesare @ More On P6 The oxygen plants @ More On P6 accommodation @ More On P6 police spokesperson said. Divulging details ® More On P6

Let us not behave like one.

Not Unequal Dosage, Vaccine Hesitancy

. Dr. Tariq Tramboo b Ministrv of Health and iy Y\EALT&@
!, =¢  MD Critical Care FIPP, . e . LR L e 54 G
| ‘ﬁ Interventional Pain Behlnd KaShmlr S Sl()w Rate- G()Vt Family Welfare E—? %

~ Specialist .
Observer Monitoring Desk average of 32.17%. Government of India z A

We all are infected or
have been infected unless
proved - careful please
#COVIDEmergency

&3> Dr. Mohsin Bin
~ ' Mushtaq Shah
" Internal Medicine, GMC

SRINAGAR: After drawing flak for “un-
equal dose distribution and vaccine
shortage” in the Kashmir valley, the
government on Monday blamed the
jab hesitancy for Kashmir’s slow rate.
The government clarified its stand a day
after social media users in Kashmir rolled
up their sleeves in anticipation of people
getting Covid jab: “Where're the vaccines?”

“It's a huge achievement for the
J&K,” the official who insisted not to be
named claimed.

But, scratch the surface and these doc-
uments unravel other intriguing facts.

The summer capital Srinagar, which
started vaccination drive at the same
time as Jammu, have clocked only 35.52%
coverage of the priority group while the
latter has achieved 98.48% vaccination.

In times of Covid-19#
Get ONLINE OPD CONSULTATION

for General Medicine / Paediatrics/
Gynae & Obstetrics by

SPECIALIST / MBBS DOCTORS

There is o need o retest. I as!t\llrheliletthget gﬁ‘pl)%li;n\}\ﬁﬁtb%fcf;cgésrgglf T;K(()ffo?olsse::; ecaor\;i)shiem & Covaxin Received by
you are asymptomatic you lar in a day or two, the official docu-  [Kashmir |Received [Jammu |Received |Total
can leave the isolation safely ments reveal how vaccine hesitancy in on on Received Fre e F ro m H o m e
after 14 days. Kashmir division has been replaced by 75,000 _|5/1/2021 |75,000 |5/1/2021 |Covaxin
desperaton T e Ml o esidents of Jammu & Kashmi
“Despite having received almost  [192,480 192,470 384,950 or residents or Jammu ashmir
.. similar amount of vaccine doses as
KaShmlrl Held winter capital Jammu, the immunisa- “Another district Kupwara in Kashmir
1 =y tion programme was a tough challenge  division has achieved merely 27.57%
For Plottlng for medical fraternity in Kashmir val-  while the worst performing district of Follow the StepS to consult doctors
HIH ley owing to rumours and fake newson  Doda in Jammu Division managed to H
ISIamophObe Kllllng Social Media,” a top government offi-  score 46.04%,” the official documents in Of uT Of Jammu & KaShmIr
Press Trust Of India cial presiding over the vaccine program  possession of Kashmir Observer reveal.

SRINAGAR: A youth from south
Kashmir's Pulwama district was
arrested by the sleuths of Special
Cell from New Delhi for allegedly
planning to assassinate a hard-
liner Hindu priest who had made
derogatory remarks against the
Prophet of Islam last month.
Senior police officials said John

told Kashmir Observer.

Since 16 January 2021, the official
informed, Jammu and Kashmir had
received 38,73,360 doses of Covishield
and Covaxin.

“Of the total, 19,02,220 were meant
for Kashmir Division and 19,71,140 for
Jammu Division,” reveal the govern-
ment documents shared by the official.

Total No. Of Doses of Covishield & Covaxin

“Just before the second wave hit the
country, same social media warriors in the
valley were burning midnight oil to dis-
credit the efficacy of vaccine and entire im-
munisation programme,” the official said.

“Nevertheless, religious leaders, influ-
encers and authorities tried to persuade
the people to get vaccinated. The efforts
paid dividends and many districts like
Ganderbal, Shopian crossed 90% while

Mohammad Dar, a resident of Received by J&K (for ALL) other districts like Kulgam, Bandipora,
Pulwama district in Jammu and Kashmir 1,902,220 Anantnag, Baramulla, Budgam did fairly
Kashmir, was apprehended from | jammu 1,971,140 well in the immunisation drive.”

a hotel in Paharganj here along
with a pistol and two magazines
as well as with saffron clothes, al-
legedly for using it as a cover to
gain entry @ More On P6

Total Received 3,873,360

Jammu and Kashmir, according to
May 15 data, has achieved vaccination
coverage of 61.03% against the national

Vaccine Hesitancy In Kashmir

The World Health Organisation
11-pages power point ® More On P6

HC Upholds J&K Bank’s
Selection Of 1500 BA Posts

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The J&K High Court
on Monday upheld its single
bench’s verdict, dismissing pe-
titions which had chal-
lenged Jammu and
Kashmir Bank’s re-
notification for filling
up of 1500 banking
associates’ vacancies.
On March 22 last,
the court’s single
bench had dismissed

petitions filed by at least prospective candidates— said of adjustment in the General Administration i i =% Health and

288 aspiring candidates who  that they applied for the posts Department, has been posted as Additional Android Phone_or Laptop/ ComPUter with _cj}‘v %} Medical Education
had participated in the selection ~ pursuant to the advertisement District ~ Development  Commissioner, Webcamera, mic, spea kers & Internet bz e

process pursuant to a notifica-  notice on 6th October 2018. The Ganderbal, against an available vacancy, i Department, J&K

tion on 6 October 2018 and had

challenged the bank’s 15th April

33 KAS Officers
Shifted In Reshuftle

Observer Monitoring Desk

2020 announcement cancelling
the whole process.
Subsequently, the bank had
issued an advertisement notice
(no. JKB/HR-Rectt-2020-27
& 28) on 1 January 2020,
inviting  applications
from the desirous can-
didates for the posts.
In their appeal
against the dismissal
of petition by the single
bench, the appellants—

examination @ More On P6

SRINAGAR: As many as 33
Administrative Service (KAS) officers on
Monday were transferred by the Union
Territory government with immediate ef-
fect in the interest of the administration

Kashmir

According to an order issued here,

Narinder Singh Bali, KAS, Special Secretary
to the Government, Youth Services and
Sports
ferred and posted as Additional District
Development available vacancy.

Department has been trans-

Muzaffer Ahmad Peer, KAS, awaiting orders

reads the order. ® More On P6
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Fill Patient Registration Form
Request Token

Upload health records, if any

Receive Patient ID & Token through SMS

@ Login
L N

Wait for SMS notification to login
Login with Patient ID

@ ©® Waiting Room
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33 7011007000047 KAISER YOUNIS MOHD YOUNIS RATHER lom M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
TION.

J AM M U AN D KAS H M I R P U B Ll c S E Rv l C E co M M l s s l 0 N 34 7011007000037 INSHA ZAHOOR [ZAHOOR AHMAD GANDROO om M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
TION.

RESHAM GHAR COLONY, BAKSHI NAGAR, JAMMU - 180001 35 1701007000083 TAHIYA QADRI MOHAMMAD YOUSUF QADIRI oM MSC HORTICULTURE (FOOD TECHNOLOGY )WHICH IS NOT
website:http:/ijkpsc.nic.in Jammu: 0191-2566528 (f) 2566530 m ON007000008 ANIKA FAVAZ IFAVAZ AMAD ALAKAGAND o e e o
email;jkpscsecretary@gmail.com Srinagar: 0194-2312629 (f) 2312631 37 1701007000151 FOZIA HAMEED IAB HAMEED SHAH om M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-

TION
1 IMS AWSIJAN ASSADULLAH DALAL oM NOT POSSESS
Subject: Shortlisting/Rejection of the candidates for the post of Assistant Professor, Food Science and Quality Control in Higher » [7011007000120 MIRZA TAJAMUL HUSSAIN MIRZA AKHTAR HUSSAIN oM %ECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
Education Department notified vide Notification No.10-PSC(DR-P) of 2017 dated 27.10.2017. 40 1701007000009 KAUNSAR JABEEN GHULAM MOHI UD DIN SHINWARI  |OM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
TION
. 4 17011007000005 SHEMILAH FAYAZ FAYAZ AHMED SHAH lom M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
Notice ITION,
~19-05- 42 1701007000108 BEENA MUNAZA ISHABIR AHMAD KHAN lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
Dated:-12-05-2021 43 17011007000135 OMEERA AYOB MOHD AYOB DAR oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ITION.
1. Whereas, the J&K Public Service Commission, vide Notification No. 10-PSC(DR-P) of 2017 dated 27.10.2017, fad 1701007000200 DR ARCHANA BHAT RAJESHK SHARMA oM posT Gnﬁmﬁ:ﬂz I DIETETICS & FOOD SCIENCE MAN-
P . s - - : . AGEMEN NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION. |
invited online application forms from the permanent residents of Jammu & Kashmir for 15 posts of Assistant Professor, Food Sci- 5 1701007000038 MUDASIR AHMAD MALIK MOHD SHAREEF MALIK oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ence and Quality Control in Higher Education Department, possessing the prescribed qualification, i.e. Master’s Degree level in the TION
- : P : ; ; arci i 46 1701007000004 MASRAT MAQBQOL MOHD MAQBOOL BHAT lom NOT SU
reley{int §ub|ect from an I.ndlan Ulnlver5|ty, oran e_quwalent degree from an accredited foreign University. In response to the said o P oTI00-000146 BMAR BASHI: BASHIR AHMAD oM M TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
Notification, the Commission received 196 application forms; and ITION.

. Whereas, the verification/scrutiny of the documents was conducted by the Screening Committee constituted for the pur- 48 7011007000065 NADIA BASHIR BASHIR AHMAD oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
pose and some candidates were found deficient in respect of some Documents. Accordingly, vide Notice dated 24.05.2019. The said 50 I OTI007000095 QURAAZAH AKEEMU AMIN NOHD AMIN BHAT oM chNm HORTICULTURE (POST HARVEST TECHNOLOGY)
candidates were advised to submit the deficient documents; and WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION.

. Whereas, in response to the above Notice, the deficient documents were received from some of the candidates, which gg :;gmmumzz MIFETHA YASE wsggmﬁliiw gm mgﬂ;;*;&g%ﬁfgﬁ%%ﬁm
were further verified/scrutinized for short-listing of the candidates; and e TION. 0

. Whereas, it was noted that there is no clarity on equivalence of various degrees with the minimum prescribed qualifica- 58 7011007000043 KHAN NADIVA JAN MOHAMMAD NAJEEB KHAN om M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
tion; and TION

. . . e 60 170100700019 UDSIVA AYAZ IAYAZ HUSSAIN NENGROO om M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-

. Whereas, the matter was taken up with the Higher Education Department for clarification; and @ TION. Q
6. Whereas, the Higher Education Department furnished the Minutes of the Equivalence Committee held on 10.09.2020. 61 1701007000182 EHREEN NASEER INASEER AHMAD BHAT lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
As per the decision of the Equivalence Committee, the M.Tech Degrees obtained in Food Technology, Technology and Management, 62 7011007000048 ISHRAT MAJID ABDUL MAJID THOKUR oM “T"Igzc“ DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
Food Engineering, Agriculture and Food Science, Horticulture (Food Science), Food Science (Food Safety and Standard), Agriculture 55 170T1007000125 SADAF PARVEZ PARVEZ AHMAD DAR oM NOT SUBMITTED THE DEFICIENT DOCUMENTS.

Process and Food Engineering, Food Safety and Quality Assurance, Horticulture (Post Harvest Technology), PG in Bio-Technology, gg };0“007000049 KHUSHNUMAMAQD w&& :SEIKH gm u%ga;g;m%&gm
Master’s in Home Science (Food Science and Nutrition), Master’s in Nutrition and Dietetics, M.Sc in Post Harvest Technology, PG in Q Q . Q :
Dietetics and Food Service Management, M.Tech in Food Engineering and Technology are not equivalent to the qualification pre- 69 1701007000101 VASIR REYAZ REYAZ UL REHMAN lom M.TECH DEGREE (FOOD TECH & MANAGEMENT)WHICH IS
scribed for the post viz. Master’s Degree in relevant subject i.e. Food Science and Quality Control ; and m eTO0000TIE OHAD SAYEEDBEAT ICEUL AN RASOOL BHAT o ug ég;;é!ﬁﬁéﬁ‘é’#}é@'ﬁ,"gﬂ?#‘,pHD

. _Whereas, shortlisting of the candidates has been done on the basis of the decision of the Equivalence Committee and as n 1701007000044 (OVAIS SHAFIQ QADRI MOHD SHAFIQ UL REHMAN QADRI|OM MTECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
per provisions of Rule 51 of J&K Public Service Commission (Business and Procedure) Rules, 1980, as amended from time to time, TION

; i i i i _curri iyt i ; 74 1701007000007 AYEENA ALTAF LTAF HUSSAIN BEG lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
which proyldes for welgl'!tagg to be given to the Academlc_ Re_rformancg, outreach and extra-curricular activities, special attributes o PoTI007000061 SHUMAILA JAN NISSAR AHMAD NAJAR oM MTECH DEGREEWHICHIS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA:
and teaching skills constituting 57 points (on pro-rata basis i-iv only) with the break-up tabulated as under:- TION
0 10 Class 02 points 7 17011007000042 SUHEELA BHAT MOHD ISMAIL BHAT om %ECH DEGREE. WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ii) 12t Class 03 points 78 1011007000003 IRSHAD MAAJID TAILY AB GANI TAILY lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
i) UG 06 points 79 7011007000161 SHAFAT AHMAD KHAN 'SHOWKAT AHMAD KHAN om M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
i i TION.
IV) PG 5 DOI-ntS 80 7011007000019 UMAR ZAHOOR IZAHOOR AHMAD SHAH oM IM.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
v) JRF 02 points TioN
vi) M.Phil 03 points 82 1701007000075 SYED AAFIA ISHRAT ISHRAT SHAKEEL om INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
vii) PH.D 06 points 83 1701007000128 ANJUM AYOUB MOHD AYOUB PARAY lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
; 85 1701007000153 ISUHEEL AHMAD BHAT IGULAM QADIR BHAT lom NOT POSSESS
Mmmmﬂmﬂmnﬁ?@r ) = O3points | 87 1701100700001 KHALID BASHIR BASHIR AHMAD NAIKOO oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ix) Distinction in NCC (holder of “C” Certificate) 02 points TIoN
X) Distinction in Sports certified by the Secretary, J&K State Sports Council to be an outstanding sports 01point 88 1701007000165 NUSRAT AJAZ AJAZ AHMAD BHAT lom NOT POSSESS
person in terms of Sports Council to be an outstanding sports persons in terms of J&K (appointment of 92 1701007000147 [TEHSEEN MASOOD MASQOOD AHMED oM ;ﬁmmﬁ%ﬂmﬁ WH'C“ ISNOT ARELEVANT
. OUTStandmiDDHiLRUlES 1998 i 97 1707100700169 [ALTAF HUSSAIN BHAT /ALIMOHD BHAT oM NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
i) Gold Medal 01 points o8 011007000085 DUWA SAR AHMAD SHAH lom NOT POSSESSINGNET/SET/SLET/PHD |
Xii) Teachlng Experience at the level of post applied for or |mmed|ately above or below (in Gazetted Cadre) |03 points 100 17011007000130 MUDASIR AHMAD SHAGOO oM NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
103 17011007000163 HILAL HASSAN oM ITHOUT NET/SET/SLET/PHD
104 17
Total 57 points 105 17011007000194 FURHEEN AMIN MOHAMAD AMIN KHAN lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
107 17011007000166 IMANSOORWASIMMIR |GHRASOOL MIR lom
10 1701007000032 [TAHIYA QADRI MOHAMMAD YOUSUF QADRI lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
8. Whereas, the Rule 51 of J&K Public Service Commission (Business & Procedure) Rules, 1980, as amended from time to n2 1701007000145 YASIR ALI ARFAT MASTER ALIMUHAMMAD oM gjﬂm%gﬁ“"omvw“'c“ ISNOT ARELEVANT
time, further provides for the short-listing of eligible candidates to be called for interview in the ratio of 1:3 and as such 27 candidates 1701100700007 AHREENNAZR DRNAZIRAHMADNAZR m NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
under OM category for 09 posts,09 candidates under RBA Category for 03 posts, 03 candidates under SC Category for 01 post, 03 F%:MISHA GUPTA RAVI KUMAR GUPTA lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
candidates under ST category for 01 post and 03 candidates under ALC category for 01 advertised post are required to be called for n8 7011007000150 AUNJUM REYAZ REYAZ UL RAHMAN oM mﬁm DEGREEWHICH ISNOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
interview/viva voce; and o . . . ) 120 1701007000028 BASHARAT YOUSUF MOHAMMAD YOUSUF MIR oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-

. Whereas, after compilation of the data with respect to the above weightage points and the ratio to be adopted for short- ITION.

listing of candidates for interview, the cut of merit under OM Category is 27.17; and 123 1701007000134 IASHAQ HUSSAIN NAJAR WALI MOHD NAJAR om I:ECA onNoxcomoevwmcu 1SNOT A RELEVANT QUALI-
. Whereas, the ratio of 1:3 could not be followed in respect of categories of RBA & SC due to less number of eligible candi- 126 1701007000026 NISAR AHMAD MIR IABRASHIDMIR oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
dates in these categories; and o . TION. e
. Whereas, no candidate under ST & ALC categories is eligible for the post of Assistant Professor, Food Science & Quality il panaozonont TR HOHAMMAD ASHRAF BHAT o4 G NEIAEIALELEHD
Control. 129 1701007000140 MSAMBREENANAZIR  [NAZIRAHMADMIR lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
. Now, therefore, the following candidates are hereby shortlisted for the post of Assistant Professor, Food Sci- 130 7011007000132 MOHAMAD MASROOR ALI ALIMOHMAD WANI oM ﬂgﬁc” DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ence & Quality Control for appearing before the interview board. 132 1707107000160 RUKHSANA RAHMAN BRAHMAN oM NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
133 1z RAVINDER KOUR BACHAN SINGH lom NOT POSSESS|
S‘ NO. %%%%7000"5 Xé\“,aE OF THE CANDIDATE :’,,%FES%?EUF SHAH g;‘,,T BGORY ;ﬂé" MARKS 136 1701007000102 NIDHI SHARMA CHET RAM SHARMA lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
- 137 7011007000067 IYASMEENA AMIN IMOHAMMAD AMIN GANAI oM IM.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
m 7011007000097 ASWINIKUMAR SINGHJASROTIA  [SANTOSH SINGH JASROTIA oM 33.03 TION
1701007000104 'GULZAR AHMAD NAYIK MOHD SHAFINAYIK oM 3287 138 1701007000183 ARCHANA BHAT RATTAN LAL BHAT om MSC IN DIETETICS AND FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT-
WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION,
17011007000091 KHALID MUZAFFAR MOHD AMIN RATHER oM 3273 139 17011007000002 HAROON MAQBOOL WANI MOHMAD MAQBOOL WANI oM NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
29 7011007000015 HARMEET CHAUHAN JASWINDER PAL SINGH oM 31.25 14] 17011007000164  MONIKAPANDITA _ SHUBANJIPANDITA oM NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD _________|
142 17011007000149 FIRDOUS JAN MR AB REHMAN DAR oM PG DEGREE IN DIETETICS & FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT-
31 1701007000121 ROMEE JAN GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR oM 3094 WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION,
70100700012 HARLEENKOUR JASWANT SINGH oM 2069 }ﬁ :3011007000144 [BUSHRA MUZZAMIL ﬁi@m i‘di‘ﬁfé‘ rfmrNF?n 3% 2?11: (?Er::'l'qI::ATE AFTER CUT OFF DATE.
49 [17011007000094 NAFIYA QADIR GHULAM QADIR oM 2943 145 1701007000171 MALIK ABDUL ROUF MALIK SAIF UD DIN lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
! 7011007000060 PAHARA SAYEED MOHAMMAD SAYEED KHAN oM 2932 }2? };onomoomsz. KANCHAN SHARMA BABU RAM SHARM?AAY 33 E?J §3§§E§§ma NET/SET/SLET/PHD
1701007000074 [SAJAD AHMAD MIR MOHAMMAD AKRAM MIR oM 29.07 148 1701007000159 BILAL AHMAD BHAT MOHMAD ABDULLAH BHAT om PG DEGREE IN VETERINARY SCIENCEWHICH IS NOT A
53 1701007000113 REHANA AKHTER NOOR MOHMAD oM 28.89 5 RELEVANT QUALIFICATION.
1701007000191 NAZIA NISSAR NISSAR AHMAD BABA lom PHD DEGREE AFTER CUT OFF DATE
1701007000023 [TABASUM MAQBOOL MOHMAD MAQBOOL DAR oM 28.85 150 1701007000123 IASIR GANI MR ABDUL GANI SHAH oM MTECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
1701007000098 SUMAIRA HASSAN KHAN GULAM HASSAN KHAN oM 2879 ITION
55 7011007000100 OMAR BIN HAMEED ABDUL HAMEED ZARGAR oM 2870 151 1701007000131 MEHRAJ AHMAD GH MOHIUDDIN KUCHAY om gic\ m: %E;Ic::wsmvwmcn 1SNOT A RELEVANT
1701007000077 SHALLU KAMAL LAL oM 28.48 152 1701007000172 BASHIR AHMAD SOFI |GH AHMAD SOF! om NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
153 1701007000021 REHANA RASHID ABRASHID ZARGAR lom NOTPOSSESSINGNET/SET/SLET/PHD |
P 7011007000179 AMREEN AB QAYOOM WANI oM p843 155 1701007000180 [GUNJAN SHARMA AGDISH CHANDER SHARMA lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
63 17011007000084 GAZALA AKHTAR GHMOHAMAD KHAN oM 28.41 156 1701007000025 FARHAT SHARIEF SHARIEF UD DIN MASOODI oM MSC IN HOME SCIENCEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT
64 1701007000079 ISAJAD AHMAD SOFI NAZIR AHMAD SOFI oM 28.34 QUALIFICATION,
157 1701007000076 [SHALINI SHARMA KUNDAN LAL SHARMA lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
67 17011007000014 DEEPIKA NANDA ASHOK KUMAR NANDA oM 28.28 160 1701007000069 [SHIVANGI GUPTA MANMOHAN GUPTA oM PG IN NUTRITION & DIETETICSWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT
1701007000109 AMINAH BINT AL HUDA AGA SYED AHMAD ALMOSVI oM 28.07 - IQUALIFICATION,
OTI0070001 AMEETA SALARIA URDIAL SINGH SALARIA o b7E 1701007000090 ANISA ANJUM MALIK MOHD YAQUB MALIK om glEch QUA%GTR(;(SELSI;I?:;\(/;S.T TECH) WHICHIS NOT A
1701007000093 JASMEET KOUR GURCHARAN SINGH om 27.86 162 7011007000092 FSHAN AHMADULLAHTAK lom NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
63 | BASHIRAHMADSHEIKH  OM  |NOTPOSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
3 7011007000086 [WAQAS NABI BABA LATE GHNABIBABA oM 2181 164 1701007000110 SHAFIYA RAFIQ RAFIQ AHMED SHEIKH oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
7011007000024 TARIQ AHMAD GANIE MOHAMMAD MAQBOOL GANIE om 2781 ITION.
17011007000056 BHARATI SHARMA SODAGAR MAL KHAJURIA oM 2746 165 1201007000157 SAIMATULFATIMA____ NAZIR AHMAD WANI Ay NOT POSSESS
- 166 17011007000099 ISHILPA SHARMA SUDERSHAN KUMAR SHARMA oM PG IN HOME SCIENCEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT
76 7011007000034 SHUAIB MOHAMMAD DAR FAROOQ AHMAD DAR oM 21.25 QUALIFICATION,
81 1701007000064 SHOWKET AHMAD PALA GHNABIPALA oM 2707 167 1701007000142 RAFIARASHID RASHID UDDIN oM NOTPOSSESSING NET/SEI/SLET/PHD
169 1701100700011 RAYEES UL ISLAM GHMOHI UD DIN oM M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
1701007000117 SAJAD AHMAD RATHER GHULAM MOHD RATHER RBA 32.66 TION.
7011007000055 MANZOOR AHMAD SHAH GHMOHIUDIN SHAH REA 2086 i Ton007000136 FAVAZ AHMAD SHEIKH VOHD ABDULLAH SHEIKIH oM NOT SUBMITTED THE DEFICENT DOCOMENTS & MASTER |
1701007000114 ISHAIQ AHMAD GANAI MOHD AFZAL GANAI RBA 2891 DEGREE IN VETERINARY SCIENCE.
186 7011007000063 IMOHD SHAFI GH MOHI UD DIN RBA 25.71 172 7011007000137 ISIYAM FARHAT IFARHAT HUSSAIN oM IM.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
ITION
193 701007000089 BINDIVA SHARMA OMPRAKASH SHARMA RBA p2.15 73 17011007000124 ARJUMAND NISAR NISAR AHMAD TAK om M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
194 7011007000155 MONIKA HANS HANS RAJHANS sC 29.66 TION.
7011007000105 ISAJAD AHMAD WANI /AB RASHID WANI oM PHD NOT IN RELEVANT SUBJECT
]9_6 701007000013 _ RENUBHARTI _ RAM LAL _ _SC 24:“3 _ _ 17011007000022/ AMIR GULL GH MOHD MOHAND oM PHD NOT IN RELEVANT SUBJECT
Simultaneously, the candidature of the candidates mentioned below is hereby rejected for the reason indicated against each:- 1701007000062
0 REGND INAME OF THE CANDIDATE PARENTAGE CATEGORY REASONS FORREJECTION 17011007000016 MUDASIR AHMAD BHAT IABDUL GANI BHAT om Zg? 21 R( S&%ﬂ'ﬁ?gﬁﬁﬁl IFC?S% 'LECHNOLOGYWHICH [
! 7011007000040 [TAJINDER SINGH [VESHPAL SINGH ALC MSCBOTANY WHICH S NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION 174 7011007000050 FARHEENA IFTIKHAR IFTIKHAR AHMAD WANI RBA M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
TION.
176 7011007000082 RAYEES AHMAD BAKSHI HAMIDULLAH BAKSHI RBA INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
77 1701007000027 MUDASIR YAQOOB MOHD YAQOOB RBA M.TECH DEGREEWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA-
TION
2 17011007000138 TAWHEED AMIN MOHD AMIN MALLA (o]Y] IM.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 180 1701007000170 QAYOOM SIDIQUE BAHAR MOHD SIDIQUE BAHAR ;gﬁ mél:rEgéal_Vr:-::Igj&SEl:(:]l:é\RR‘:EJ;\(l)A%g'I'DglrJEALIFICATION.
TION HABIRAHMADMALIK
3 7011007000192 JASIANISSAR PEER NISSAR AHMAD oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- }§§ :;g:}gg;ggg}gé g'eégimmmm mg';g i:ﬁ,,’ﬂgj,, ALK ;gﬁ ;g? Egggggsﬁff;ﬁél,’;g:%\;ﬁHD
TION 7011007000201 SHAHID SIRAJ SHAH ISIRAJ UD DIN SHAH RBA NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
4 1701007000068 SADAFNAZIR NAZIR AHMED WANI oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 185 17011007000178 SUMAIRA JAN MANZOOR AHMAD DAR RBA NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
TION lg7 17011007 2 BILAL AHMAD MIR MANZOOR AHMAD MIR RBA MTECH HICHISNOT ARELEVANT
5 7011007000195 BAZILLA GAYAS IGAYAS UD DIN SHAHMIRI (o] INOT SUBMITTED THE DEFICIENT DOCUMENTS 7011007000088 AFAQ ASHRAF IMOHD ASHRAF MALIK RBA INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
6 1701007000010 FARHAN MOHIUDDIN BHAT IGHULAM MOHIUDDIN BHAT IOM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 189 7011007000078 ISHOWKAT AHMAD MIR LI MOHD MIR RBA INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
TION. 190 7011007000080 AUROQOSA JAVID JAVID AHMAD SHAPOO RBA INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
7 1701007000012 KULSUM JAN NISSAR AHMAD NAJAR o™ M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 191 1701007000177 TAJALLEY SHARIEF SHARIEF U DIN SHAH INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
TION 192 17011007000126 JAMEEL AHMED MOHD SAYEED RBA PGIN GEOGRAPHYWHICHIS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICATION,
9 1701007000173 HUMA MUKHTAR MUKHTAR AHMAD SHAH oM INOT P! ESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD 195 7011007000046 REETUBALA DARSHAN LAL C INOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
10 7011007000055 SYED INSHA RAFIQ ISYED RAFIQ AHMAD oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 197 1701007000158 JAVED IQBAL BARKET HUSSAIN 53 PG IN BIOTECHNOLOGYWHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT
TION QUALIFICATION.
3 17011007000107 TASEEM AHMAD MOKHDOMI B A MOKHDOMI (o]Y] IMSC IN BIO-TECHNOLOGY WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT 198 17011007 141 [TSERING NORZOM PUNTSOG DORJY T NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
QUALIFICATION. 199 7011007000070  |AAMIRHUSSAIN SHABIR HUSSAIN T NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD |
17 7011007000143 RUKHSAAR SAYEED MOHMAD SYED SHAH o™ M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 200 1701007000052 YASMIEN KOSER BDUL RASHID ST NOT POSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD
TION. 201 1701007000051 TARIQ AHMED MAGREY GH QADIR MAGREY 5i PG IN APPLIED GEOLOGY WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT
8 1701007000008 INADIRA ANJUM LTAF HABIBULLAH oM INOT P! ESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD IQUALIFICATION.
19 1701007000066 UZMA ALTAE MOHD ALTAF MISGAR lom
20 7011007000045 RAFEEYA SHAMS SHAMS UDDIN MIR oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- Note:-
ITION. 1. In pursuance of Rule 51 of J&K PSC (Business & Procedure) Rules, 1981 and as reiterated by the Commission in the 20th extra ordinary meeting held on 20.06.2019
21 701007000188 NADIYA RASHID MALIK ABDUL RASHID MALIK om M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- the following points/decision has been taken:-
ITION . . ) :
2 1701007000148 MEHNAZA MANZOOR MANZOOR AHMAD BHAT oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- | 8) A candidate with Ph.D but without NET/SET/SLET is not entitled for any weightage points. ) o )
ITION. b) A candidate with NET/SET/SLET +M.Phil+Ph.D shall be entitled for (06) weightage points only for higher qualification in the hierarchy.
23 1701007000035 SHAYEEB AHMAD BHAT GHULAM AHMAD BHAT om M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- ) A candidate with NET/SET/SLET +M.Phil shall be entitled for 03 weightage points for M.Phil.
TION, d) A candidate who has Ph.D + M.Phil but without NET/SET/SLET shall not be entitled for any weightage points.
24 1701007000181 DR LUBNA MASOODI IABDUL MAJEED MASOODI oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- e) Acandidate having NET/SET/SLET +Ph.D, but without M.Phil shall be entitled for 06 weightage points,
o 7011007000029 TABEENJAN KHURSHID AHMAD WANI oM T[ |010NE. OSSESSING NET/SET/SLET/PHD 2. If any candidate feels aggrieved with respect to cut off merit under various categories or non-inclusion/rejection of his name in the above list of shortlisted candi
26 1701007000106 FARAHNAQASH GHULAM HASSAN NAQASH om M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- dates for interview, he/she may represent before the Commission alongwith the proof of documents. If any, regarding their claim of having higher percentage points above the
TION. cut off merit or as the case may be, within a period of 10 days from the date of issuance of this notice. No claim what so ever shall be entertained after expiry of the Notice period
27 7011007000036 MAEENA NAMAN SHAFIEE SHAHID NAMAN SHAFIEE oM 'T".'SEC” DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- 3. Only eligible candidates possessing requisite qualification prescribed under rules shall be allowed to appear in the interview subject to the conditions that they
28 1701007000039 MOHD KHALID GUL IGH MOHD RATHER oM M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT ARELEVANT QUALIFica- | &re Within the prescribed age limit on the cut of date. Sd/
ITION. (R.K.Katoch) KAS, Secretary]
30 7011007000196 TEHMEENA AHAD IABDUL AHAD WANI lom M.TECH DEGREE WHICH IS NOT A RELEVANT QUALIFICA- No:-PSC/DR/AP-Food Science and Quality Control /07/2017  Dated: 12-05-2021 J&K Public Service Commission
Tion SPACE DONATED BY KASHMIR OBSERVER
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SRINAGARCITY PRESENTS A DESERTED LOOK as the coronavirus lockdown continues across
the capital city and other parts of Kashmir to curb the spread of the virus. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

500 Bedded Hospital
Coming Up In Srinagar, To Be
Made Operational By May 30

SRINAGAR: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, Mo-
hammed Aijaz Asad Monday
said that district administra-
tion is working on war footing
basis to break the chain of Co-
rona virus infection in Srinagar.
In order to take first hand
appraisal of ongoing work be-
ing carried out by Defence
Research and Development
Organisation’s (DRDO) for con-
struction of 500-bedded Covid
hospital at Khonmoh, the Dep-
uty Commissioner Srinagar,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad con-
vened a meeting of concerned
officers in his office chamber.
Among others, the meeting
was attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Sri-

Srinagar Resident

Injured In Fire Incident

Succumbs

Observer News Service

Ve,
- -
nagar, Khurshid Ahmad, CMO
Srinagar, senior officers of
DRDO, PHE, PDD and SMC.

The Deputy Commissioner
was informed that the work
on said Covid health facility is
being carried out on war foot-
ing. He was also told that the
hospital would have 125 ICU
beds and 375 Oxygen beds.

The Deputy Commissioner
asked the officers/officials to
speed up the pace of work by
mobilisation of more men and
machinery on job. He directed
them to work in double shifts
and set a May 30 deadline for
making the hospital fully op-
erational.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the of-

ficers of PDD and PHE to en-
sure uninterrupted supply of
electricity and water respec-
tively at the site so that ongo-
ing construction work is com-
pleted within set timelines.

The DC also asked SMC au-
thorities to take immediate
measures for lifting of gar-
bage and debris from the site
to pave way for transportation
of material besides ensure
smooth construction work to
avoid any delay.

The Project Manager DRDO
thanked the Deputy Commis-
sioner for his intervention in
smooth movement of trucks
carrying pre fab material.

The DC directed the Chief
Medical Officer Srinagar to
provide all support to DRDO,
including arrangements of
health related facilities, hiring/
posting of doctors, paramed-
ics, and other healthcare work-
force well before the formal
functioning of the hospital.

The Deputy Commissioner
said that as soon as this 500
bedded hospital set up by
DRDO is made functional it
will increase the bed capac-
ity to treat Covid-19 patients
and will further strengthen
the measures undertaken by
the Administration to fight
Covid-19 in the district.

I LAWDA Demolishes Illegal
Constructions

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A person among the three per-

sons injured in a fire incident at

area in Srinagar outskirts in the first week

of May succumbed to his injuries.
Three civilians were injured after

Restaurant on the Srinagar Baramulla high-
way caught fire. Fire had broken out in the up-
per part of the three-storey restaurant. The gas

cylinders present in the Restaurant

one after another, making it difficult for fire-
fighters and locals to douse the flames.

At least three persons had sustained inju-
ries while one of them was wounded due to

gas cylinder explosion.
The deceased has been identified

Ahmad Ganie, a resident of Shalteng area.

Shalteng

Baghdadi

exploded

tion process.

as Ishfaq

SRINAGAR: The Enforcement Wing of Lakes and Water-
ways Development Authority (LAWDA) on Monday con-
ducted a demolition drive in the area of Khawajabagh
Teilbal, Kral Mohalla Ishber, Ranger stop Saidakadal,
Friends Colony Shalimar and Rainawari.

During the drive, two second storeys, one single storey
and under construction shops raised in the green belt and
residential area were demolished on spot.

It was given out that the violators are taking advantage of
the current Covid-19 curfew situation. Besides, legal action
warranted under rules was initiated against these violators.

The demolition team faced resistance in the area of Jogi-
lanker Rainawari where miscreants hampered the demoli-

Meanwhile, the authorities have warned the residents
living in the LAWDA jurisdiction not to indulge in illegal
construction activities or dumping the construction ma-
terial in the restricted areas without permission.
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Anganwadi Workers
To Be Imparted Covid

Appropriate Training

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Srinagar, Mohammed Aijaz
Asad Monday convened a meet-
ing with all Block/ Zonal Medi-
cal Officers to review the control
measures put in place by the dis-
trict administration in mitigating
covid-19 pandemic in the district.

During the meeting, the DC was
given brief regarding Covid-19
mitigatation measures undertak-
en at block level including Covid
vaccination, sampling, testing and
progress with regard to Commu-
nity Triaging in the district.

The DC directed the officers to
increase the sampling/ testing of
target groups and give focused
attention to areas having higher
covid positivity rate for early de-
tection, isolation, and medical
treatment of COVID patient.

He also directed for promotion
of COVID-appropriate behaviour in

people through Information, Edu-
cation, and Communication (IEC)
activities focusing on precaution-
ary measures, health-related assis-
tance, and helpline numbers.

The DC further asked them to
fight the challenge of Covid-19
pandemic with added zeal and
dedication to contain its spread be-
sides saving precious human lives.

The DC said that additional
manpower will be kept at the
disposal of the CMO Srinagar to
mitigate Covid-19

The DC also asked the officers
to impart necessary training to
Anganwari workers to empower
them to mitigate Covid-19 and
directed for appointing resource
persons for the said training.

Among others, incharge Covid
War Control Room, Akshay Labroo,
Incharge Covid, Masarat Hashim,
Deputy Chief Medical Officer Sri-
nagar and other concerned were
also present in the meeting.

Lockdown; Over 120 Trucks
Stranded In Parimpora Fruit Mandi

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Amid the ongoing Co-
rona lockdown across Jammu and
Kashmir, over 120 truck drivers
hailing from different parts of the
Country are stuck in Parimpora fruit
Mandi, saying that they are facing
hardships in search of getting food
stuff for the last over ten days.

Talking to a local news agen-
cy, Ravi Sonipath, a truck driver
from Haryana said he along with
some truck drivers are stuck here
in Parimpora fruit Mandi for the
last over ten days as the Mandi
has been closed since then.

He said that the tomatoes
worth Rupees two lakh were
damaged due to the continuous
closure of the Mandi, adding that
he is not able to return home as
he has to get a fare of Rs 17000
from the traders at the Mandi.

Another driver identified as
Gurvinder Singh who had reached
Mandi with an onion laden truck
said that he is also stuck here from
the last over 12 days as he has not

been able to receive his fare of
about 1.5 lac rupees.

“I will be able to get the fare
only when the mandi will be
opened again,” he said. “We are
suffering from many days, as we
are not able to manage the food
stuff. We are waiting to get our
fare so that we can reach our
homes,” he said.

Fruit Mandi President, Bashir
Ahmed said that the truck driv-
ers are stranded as they are not
able to unload the trucks amid the
ongoing lockdown. He added that
they are being allowed to work till
7 AM only due to which the trucks
have not been unloaded properly.

“There are highly perishable
items in trucks which got rot-
ten. The administration should
give us more time to unload the
trucks like other parts of the
country,” he said. “We have dis-
cussed this matter with Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar Mu-
hammad Aijaz Asad who assured
that the matter will be resolved
soon,” he said—(KNO)

DHSK Visits Upcoming
Covid Hospital At Khanmoh

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Director Health Ser-
vices Kashmir, Dr Mushtaq Ah-
mad Rather on Monday visited
the site of the upcoming Cov-
id-19 hospital at Khanmoh and
interacted with a team of officers
from DRDO and officers of vari-
ous executing agencies.

A spokesperson of the Direc-
torate of Health Services Kashmir
said that the director visited the
upcoming Covid hospital which
would be having a 500-bed ca-
pacity and would be completed
in the shortest period of time.

“Director Health service Kash-
mir interacted with a team of of-
ficers from DRDO and officers of
various executing agencies while
reviewing the status of a 500
bedded hospital which would be
having 125 ICU beds. The Covid
Care Hospital is under construc-
tion at Khanmoh Srinagar,” the
spokesperson said.

He said that the hospital is ex-
pected to start functioning in the

1st week of June with the sup-
port of the Directorate of Health
Services Kashmir and DRDO.

The director emphasized on
timely completion of the remain-
ing work and assured all support
to the team. He said that the hos-
pital would be completed in the
shortest period of time.

The director held an interac-
tion and appreciated the role of
engineers of DRDO lead by Anil
Khurana, CCE estates North Chan-
digarh, Brijesh Kumar Maurya, Es-
tate Manager, Zubair Ali, Scientist
'E', Syed Alfar Daniyal, Scientist 'E,
Amit Rai, Scientist 'D', Pankaj Pa-
til, T. O -B, Vikas Panda, To-do and
Sanjay Kumar, TO-A.

The director hailed the role of
engineers and other executive
agencies in the construction of
the hospital.

The spokesman said once the
hospital is ready it would be a
big boost for the management of
Covid management in the Kash-
mir division and a great service
to the people.

KU Assistant
Professor Dr
Mustahson

AYUSH MEDICAL AID CAMP ORGANISED
AT D.C.OFFICE ANA

Dies Of
COVID-19

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Assistant
Professor of Zoology De-
partment at University
of Kashmir (KU) Dr. Mus-
tahson Farooq on Mon-
day died of Covid-19.
Earlier on Sunday, Head
of Department (HoD) of
Department of Electron-
ics at University of Kash-
mir, Professor Ghulam
Mohiudin Bhat on Sunday

NTNAG

died due to COVID-19, of-
ficial sources said. .
KUs registrar, Dr Nisar
Ahmad Mir confirmed
to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) that Dr. Mustah-
son Farooq Fazili who
was tested positive for
COVID-19 died today.

On the directions of Director Indian Systems of Medicine (AYUSH) J& K &
ADMO ISM Anantnag . Free Medical aid camp organised at office Complex
of Deputy Commissioner Anantnag, Immuno boosting medicines were pro-
vided to employees of DC office, importance of COVID SoPs and vaccination

was explained in detail.

Graveyard.

MJA

circumstances
e Fateh khwani will be held at Ancestral

Withprofound Griefandsorrow,weinform
the demise of Mohammad Yousuf R/o Sheikh
Dawood Colony Sec-A near SBI Bank,Bagati
Kanipora , Srinagar who breathed his last

on Saturday 15/May/2021 after brief illness.
(Inna Lillahi Wa Inna Illahi Raajioun).

The family of deceased has urged
relatives and friends to pray for departed
soul and not to visit their home for any
condolence in view of covid-19 pandemic.
It is also informed that in view of prevailing

no congregational Majlis

Bereaved Famil

9861887324,6005073065,9797684485

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
- SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259

+ ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
+ BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
+ BIJBHERA: 01932-228243

- PAMPORE: 01933-294132
+ PATTAN: 01954-293507

+ QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 1800180701

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

»

HURI
CALENDAR

1

SHAWWAL
-UL-
MUKARRAM

HIGHWAY STATUS
Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

( + Mughal Road - (Closed)

Srinagar- Leh- (open)
This Day in History 1442

1846- US troops attack Rio Grande occupying Matamoros
1860- Republican Party nominates Abraham
Lincoln for president

1869- Surrender and dissolution of the Ezo
Republic to Japan.

1896-US Supreme court affirms legitimacy of
racial separation (Plessy v Ferguson)

1896- Khodynka Tragedy: A mass panic on
Khodynka Field, Moscow, during the festivities
of the coronation of Russian Tsar Nicholas I,
results in the deaths of 1,389 people

1899-World Goodwill Day-26 nations meet in 1st

PRAYERS

Hague Peace Conference FAJR
1917- US Congress passes Selective Service Act,

authorizing the federal government to raise a 3: 50
national army for the American entry into World

War | through compulsory enlistment ZUHR
1940- German troops conquer Brussels -|2 27
1941- Italian army in Ethiopia under general .
Aosta surrenders to Britain ASR
1943- Allied bombers attack Pantelleria, an

Italian island 100 km southwest of Sicily 522
1944- Expulsion of more than 200,000 Tartars

from Crimea by Soviet Union begins, they are

accused of collaborating with the Germans MAGRIB
1948- Arab Legion captures fort on Mt Scopus 730
during Arab-Israeli war.

1948-Saudi Arabia joins invasion of Israel ISHA

1951- UN moves HQ to NYC

1951- US General Collins predicts use of atom
bomb in Korea

1964- US Supreme Court rules it unconstitutional
to deprive naturalized citizens of citizenship if
they return to home country for more than 3 years
1969- Apollo 10 (Stafford/Cernan/Young)
launched toward lunar orbit

1974- India becomes 6th nation to explode an
atomic bomb

1974 Nigeria announces 55 percent government
participation in all oil concessions

1977 - US, USSR and other nations sign the
Environmental Modification Convention which
prohibits weather warfare having widespread,
long-lasting or severe effects

9:05

From RO Arehives

GRENADE, FIRING ON
FATERA FUNCTION

2 Killed, 18 Injured As Gunmen Attack Gathering

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- Unidentified gunmen attacked a memorial service In
Bagh-e-Mahtab on the outskirts of the city this afternoon leaving two
people dead and eighteen othersinjured.

The attack was carried out during the fourth day ceremony of the
Kashmir Salvation Movement (KSM) chief's brother. Abdul Ghani
Bhat, who was shot dead by gunmen on Saturday.

The gunmen struck at around 2:30 pm at Bhat s residence when
the KSM chief and former Hizb-ul-Mujahideen divisional commander
Zafar Abdul Fatah, was addressing a large number of people gathered
there for Fateha khwani, the CNS said

The attackers first hurled a grenade and then opened indiscrimi-
nate fire on the gathering, leaving two people, including Fatah and his
two brothers Haji Ghulam Muhammad and Basheer Ahmad, injured.

Local residents and the police rushed the injured mourners to the
SMHS and the Bones and Joints hospitals.

Two of the injured succumbed to their injuries at the SMHS hospital

The deceased have been identified as Mirza Aslam Beig, son of Kh-
izir Muhammad a resident of Bagh-e-Mahtab and Imtiyaz Mohi-ud-
din son of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din of Lal Nagar Meethan.

The police cordoned off the area and conducted house-to-house
searches after the attack but the gunmen had made good their escape
before the search operations began

Among the injured where Special Police Officer Basheer Ahmad, Bilal
Ahmad of Kralpora. Farooq Ahmad Dar and Mushtaq Ahmad Dar of Nau-
pora. Sopore,Manzoor Ahmad Waar of Handwara, Shahnawaz Ahmad of
Parravpora. Manzoor Ahmad of Dagarpora, Handwara, Aijaz Ahmad of Bar-
zulla and Farooq Ahmad Parray and his son Basheer Ahmad of Parraypora.

Talking to the CNS. Kashmir's inspector general of police, Javed
Makhdoomi, said that a gunman had lobbed a grenade and opened
fire on a mourner's gathering in Shankarpora.

Police and the BSF had been deployed in the area, but the assail-
ants opened fire immediately after hurling the grenade, and guards
deployed with Zafar Abdul Fatah also fired back, but the attackers es-
caped during the exchange of fire.

Abdul Ghani Bhat, for whom the memorial service was being held,
was the elder brother of Zafar Abdul Fatah.

Fatah, whose real name is Zafar Akbar Bhat is a former divisional com-
mander of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen who was a key figure in the failed talks
between Hizb and the Centre in 2000. He launched a separatist political
party, Jammu and Kashmir Salvation Movement after giving up violence.

He joined the moderate faction of Hurriyat Conference led by Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq as a general council member.

No militant outfit has claimed responsibility for today's attack or
the killing of Bhat on Saturday.

The attack on the mourners came just minutes after several senior
leaders’ of both factions of Hurriyat Conference had left the house of Bhat
after expressing sympathy with the bereaved family, the sources said.

Chairman of National Front Nayeem Ahmad Khan, chief of Anju-
man-e-Shaire-ShiaR/an Syed Agha Hassan Jamaat-e- Islami leader
Mohammad Ashraf Laway all belonging to hardline faction headed by
Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Peoples Political Front president Fazal Haq
Qureshi and Ghulam Nabi Shah, of Awami Action Committee, con-
stituents of the moderate faction led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq had
just left the house when the attack took place, the sources said.

(Kashmir Observer, 18 May, 2005)
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Gaza Horror

ith the Israel-Palestine conflict entering

the second week, 57 nation Organization

of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) met on Sun-

day to address the escalation of tensions in
the Middle East. The Israeli bombardment of Gaza has
claimed a vast number of civilian casualties. On Satur-
day, Israeli air raids flattened a Gaza building housing
Aljazeera and other media offices. The current flare-up
began a month before when Israeli police acted against
Palestinians protesting home evictions and the denial to
pray at the Al-Agsa mosque in Jerusalem. The clashes
soon led to communal clashes in Israel’s mixed cities
with Jewish and Muslim population and escalated into
cross-border fighting between Israel and Palestinian
armed groups in Gaza. Israel has been merciless in its
bombardment of Palestine areas as the razing of Al-
Jazeera building makes it clear. Indian journalist bod-
ies including the Editors Guild of India (EGI) on Sunday
strongly condemned the "brazen" Israeli airstrikes on
the building housing the offices of the Associated Press,
Al Jazeera and other news media outlets. The OIC meet-
ing is the first international effort to address the conflict.
The United Nations chief Antonio Gutteres has warned
of an “uncontainable crisis” and called for an immedi-
ate stop to the “senseless cycle of bloodshed, terror and
destruction”.

There has also been anger in Kashmir leading to pro-
tests in some areas. Police in several cases have taken
action against the protesters, in one case, booking an
artist who had made a mural in support of Palestine.
This, at a time, when people all over the world are reg-
istering their protest against Israeli aggression and the
loss of Palestinian lives.

It remains to be seen how soon the growing inter-
national diplomatic effort will influence the two par-
ties to end the latest round of hostilities. Most Arab
countries support an independent Palestinian state,
at least verbally. But after the recent recognition
deals with several OIC members, Israel can hope for a
subdued condemnation.

Once again, the biggest loser in the ongoing conflict
has been the image of the US. It has stayed short of ask-
ing Israel to stop the use of disproportionate force. The
US, which had the power and influence to broker a peace
between Israel and Palestine has already dented its cred-
ibility to act as an honest mediator, perhaps irreparably
s0, by moving its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

The brutal massacre of Palestinians has only put in
sharper relief the Muslim haplessness. There is no way
this bloodshed will stop if the Palestinians don’t get jus-
tice. And that is unlikely to happen if the world of Islam
remains powerless and divided. Massacre of Palestin-
ians is one more wake-up call for the Muslim world to
reflect over its weakness and seek to address the causes
responsible for it.

OTHER OPINON

In a New Light

n Friday last, justices UU Lalit and KM Joseph, in

response to a plea for bail filed by Gautam Nav-

lakha, an activist jailed in the Bhima Koregaon

case, asked the legislature to consider the “pos-
sibilities that house arrest offers”. The Court’s proposition
needs to be taken seriously.

While discussing the need to decongest prisons amid a
spreading pandemic, the Court has rightly invoked the pris-
oners’ right to health. Their age and comorbidities must also
be important factors that must be taken into consideration.
So far, that does not seem to be the case in most parole cases,
particularly for political prisoners booked under stringent
laws. Justice Joseph spoke about countries such as South
Korea and the erstwhile Soviet Union employing house ar-
rest to deal with “troublesome political dissenters”. This ob-
servation should nudge the high-powered committees decid-
ing parole to look afresh at the category of prisoners deemed
fit to be released. In cases such as Bhima Koregaon, under-
trials, including 83-year-old Stan Swamy, who is suffering
from Parkinson’s disease, have been denied bail. Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat chairman, Ashraf Sehrai, died two weeks ago
after a long incarceration in Udhampur without bail. Hany
Babu, a Delhi University academician arrested in Bhima Ko-
regaon, suffering from an eye infection, is now Covid posi-
tive as well. The Supreme Court had to intervene to ensure
adequate medical care to ailing journalist Siddique Kappan.
An undertrial in the Delhi riots case, student leader Natasha
Narwal was refused bail to visit her ailing father — she was
finally given bail to conduct his last rites.

A judicious reading of chargesheets is necessary before
deciding bail applications, particularly of prisoners with
co-morbidities and age-related ailments. In this context,
the Court’s suggestion to consider house arrest for thought
crimes is particularly relevant.

The Indian Express

Asad Mirza

uring the last week hundreds of Pales-
tinian protesters have been wounded by
the Israeli police and more than 197 are
dead in Gaza and 10 in Israel, 42 were
killed in the early hours of 17 May only, after the
Israeli rocket attacks and bombarding by Israeli
planes on Palestinian settlements in the west
Bank. Jerusalem has witnessed the worst unrest
in years with Arab communities inside Israel
holding continuous demonstrations against the
atrocities during the Holy month of Ramadan.

Events leading to the current crisis

Tension had been brewing in the Old City of
Jerusalem since the end of the last month, in ad-
dition to a series of events converging at once,
reaching a crescendo last Monday (10 May).

On one hand Palestinians are frustrated by
a decision of Mahmoud Abbas, the 85-year-old
leader of the unpopular semi-autonomous Pales-
tinian Authority, to postpone planned elections,
PA’s last parliamentary ballot was held in 2006.
On the other hand, results of an election held in
March earlier has further emboldened Israel’s
far right, bringing a party of Jewish ultra-nation-
alists allied with the prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, to power.

In addition, since the beginning of the the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan, Palestinians
have complained of what they term as unneces-
sarily severe restrictions by Israeli police, who
prevented them from gathering on steps outside
the Old City — an unofficial tradition after eve-
ning prayers.

Amid rising tensions, there was an increase
in communal violence, with videos shared online
of street harassment and several attacks between
Jews and Palestinians. Events came to a head in
late April when hundreds of far-right Israelis
marched down city streets chanting “death to
Arabs” and confronted Palestinians.

Added to this was the anger building over an
Israeli court ruling, due on 10 May, on whether
Israeli authorities would evict dozens of Pales-
tinians from the majority-Arab East Jerusalem
neighbourhood of Sheikh Jarrah and give their
homes to Jewish settlers.

On 10 May, thousands of flag-waving Israeli
nationalists were due to march through Muslim
neighbourhoods in the Old City in a provocative
parade that celebrated Israel’s capture of the city
in 1967. Though the court date was rescheduled
and the march was rerouted, it added increased
passions across both the parties.

Historical Context

Jewish families claim they lost land in
Sheikh Jarrah during a war in 1948, when Isra-
el was created, a conflict in which hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were also displaced.

Israel recaptured East Jerusalem from Jor-
danian forces in the 1967 war and later annexed
it. Under Israeli law, Jews who can prove pre-
1948 title can claim back their Jerusalem prop-
erties. But no similar law exists for Palestinians
who lost homes in West Jerusalem.

Why is Jerusalem a flashpoint?

Jerusalem has always been at the centre of
the Israeli-Palestinian tensions, as several holy
sites revered both by Jews and Muslims are situ-
ated in the city.

Israel considers all of Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of the Jewish state. The Palestinians want the
eastern sector of the divided city to be recognised
as the capital of their future state.

The Al-Agsa mosque compound situated at
the southeast corner of the Old City of Jerusalem
occupies a 35-acre rectangular esplanade. The
area was seized by Israel during the 1967 Six-Day
War, along with the rest of east Jerusalem, which
was later annexed in a move that has never been
internationally recognised.

Muslims revere this area as Al-Haram al-
Sharif, and the compound houses the famous
golden Dome of the Rock shrine, a seventh-cen-
tury structure, believed to be where Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) ascended to heaven and the
Al-Agsa mosque, which used to be the mosque
towards which Muslims used to turn while pray-
ing, before the Grand Mosque at Makkah was de-
clared as the Kabbah, after it was cleared of the
idols by the Holy Prophet. It is the third-holiest
site in Islam after the Grand Mosque in Mecca
and the Prophet's Mosque in Medina, both in
Saudi Arabia.

The site is also revered as the holiest site in
Judaism because it housed both the First and
Second Temples. In Hebrew, it is referred to as
Har Ha Bayit -- the Temple Mount.

A

Palestinian Issue: Is
A Solution Possible?

countries and organisations over the recent
flare-up has been the same as always. They is-
sued hollow statements and discussed the situa-
tion telephonically with each other. The UN also
just expressed its desperation; the UN Secretary
General has warned that the latest Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict is heading for “an uncontainable
security and humanitarian crisis”.

The response as expected has been muted
and is more subdued because of the recent wave
of establishing ties with Israel by different Arab
countries, which are more guarded now due to
the regional geo-politics or just political pres-
sures. Though the Arab leadership has been
found wanting, the response of the public at large
has been that of continued support to their Pales-
tinian brethren.

Why Indian Muslims support Palestine?

The Indian Muslims and to a certain extent
the Indian polity also, during the last 70 years
has been supportive of the Palestinian cause. One
reason for this was that they were experiencing
the same troubles and repercussions, though not
up to that level, after the partition of India at the
hands of the British, who were also responsible
for creating the state of Israel.

Thus, the colonialists are responsible for cre-
ating two permanent sores in the Middle East and
Indian subcontinent, to safeguard their interests
and submerge the populace in a continuous state
of flux. In addition, India being one of the lead-

The response as expected has been muted and is more subdued

because of the recent wave of establishing ties with Israel by different Arab
countries, which are more guarded now due to the regional geo-politics or just political
pressures. Though the Arab leadership has been found wanting, the response of the
public at large has been that of continued support to their Palestinian brethren

Jews are allowed to visit the compound,
but are forbidden from praying there for fear of
sparking tensions with Muslim worshippers.

Israel has several times tried to change the
status quo and occupy the whole of Jerusalem. In
1996, an Israeli decision to open a new entrance
to the west of the plaza sparked clashes that left
more than 80 people dead in three days.

And a controversial visit to the plaza in Sep-
tember 2000 by the then right-wing opposition
leader Ariel Sharon was one of the main triggers
for the second Palestinian Intifada, which lasted
from 2000 to 2005.

In July 2017, the compound was temporar-
ily closed after three Arab Israelis opened fire at
Israeli police near the site, killing two of them,
before fleeing into the sacred compound, where
they were shot dead by security forces.

In 2020 access to the compound was closed
to the public during the month of Ramadan due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and the reopening was
subject to strict sanitary conditions with a limit
on the number of worshippers.

Arab Countries’ Response
The reaction and response by different Arab

ing promoters of the Non-Aligned Movement, its
leaders always had good rapport with the Pales-
tinian leaders and supported their cause to the
maximum; a fact that was endorsed even by late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee when he led the coalition
Janata Party government.

In the given circumstances it seems too wish-
ful to hope that this conflagration would die, as
Israel to camouflage its military aggression, tries
to give it religious colours to win its populace
for support. And we know, once religion creeps
into any political issue it becomes too difficult to
solve it.

Views expressed in the article are the
author's own and do not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

Asad Mirza is a political commentator based
in New Delhi. He was also associated with BBC
Urdu Service and Khaleej Times of Dubai. He
writes on Muslims, educational, international
affairs, interfaith and current affairs. Email:
asad.mirza.nd@gmail.com
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he Unique Identification
Authority of India has clar-
ified that no one should be
denied vaccine, medicine,
hospitalization, or treatment just

of any essential service. If a resi-
dent does not possess Aadhaar for
some or other reason, they must
not be denied essential services as
per Aadhaar Act now. The UIDAI

All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and
address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity,
spaceand accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does
not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

Aadhaar Should not be Mandatory

of the higher authorities of the con-
cerned departments. State Govern-
ments should develop a mechanism
to ensure the identity of any person
through alternative identification
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P.0.Box #337,GPO0, Srinagar-190 001
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their lives.

in this pandemic because people
are facing challenging situations in

because they do not have an Aad-
haar is the right move. It should not
be misused as an excuse for denial

advises that in case of any such de-
nial of service or benefit, the mat-
ter should be brought to the notice

proofs and provide them essential
services, and benefits timely. The
Aadhaar should not be mandatory

Amit Singh Kushwaﬁé
amitsk68@gmail.com
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Tragic Tunes of Lost Idol

After losing his family members to a deadly disease, a young Kashmiri singer Is
now living the same fate. In absence of family backing, the yesteryear's sensation

Zaid Bin Shabir

ETTLING down into a nest of

present miseries and fortified

by the uncertainty of future, on

this evening of May 2021, Sheikh
Anas slowly makes his way towards a
doctor’s clinic near Karan Nagar area in
Srinagar.

With each tip and toe on the stairs,
his sense of destitution transforms his
heavy puffs into something far more vi-
cious and distressing.

His heaving chest had callously
transformed his steady walk into a stag-
gering position that had already de-
tached him from the hasty world around.
But, without minding the encircling
pace, he makes his way into the waiting
room with a gasping chest and a grinning
smile.

While he’s heaving himself up near
the ledger, his sore-eyes are firm on the
rusted walls fortified by a banister, few
masked souls, constant pain and worry
and a large Computed Tomography ma-
chine.

After a while, as he ensuingly sits on
a bench, he helps himself to retard his au-
dible puffs—quite visible by the thump-
ing hand on his chest. While doing that,
he seems struggling to stand-up as he’s
called for the therapeutic experience but
somehow the nearby banister caters to
his needs.

Some moments later, he counteracts
his lost state of mind and then continues the
short journey filled with struggling steps
and a desponding-heart. And soon, like a
geriatric figure, he’s sitting inside a large-
chamber opposite to a recognized face.

“Would I've the same fate as my be-
loved brother and mother?” he asks the
doctor in that chamber before an eerie
silence grasps the settings.

Anas aka ‘Chota Mehdi Hassan’ —
the long obliterated fame of Indian Idol —
is a quintessence witness of what a failed
fate looks like.

His rise and fall has dominantly de-
scribed the life of one who is trapped in
fateful coincidences, unable to escape the
consequences of destiny.

The tale of torment etched in Anas’s
life forces a person to wonder what more
tribulations are yet to be faced by this
sufferer, who had witnessed the gash of
destiny in the early years of life itself.

Often, his life’s enduring test coerces
many jaws to drop-down as the failed
fate’s radical strokes not only unnerves
but also leaves one sobbing.

His life’s pacific beats have taken
many unexpected lurch near the end,
turning harmonious to claustrophobic
to weightless. Indeed, Carl Jung’s “The
right way to wholeness is made of fateful
detours and wrong turnings”, doesn’t ap-
ply in Anas’s unwavering life.

When he was on song.

The festive fall of 2005 was one of the
most lavish times that the Sheikh fam-
ily had celebrated in the past few years.
Their ancestral house in Downtown’s
Khanyar locality was reverberating with
“Mubarak” chorus.

The family’s apple of an eye, Anas,
had brought laurels to the family by be-
coming the first Kashmiri to be selected
among the final fifty category of the
famed reality show, Indian Idol—a ca-
reer that earned him fame.

“In that overwhelming moment my
family had spent a few lakhs on just eat-
ery, leaving aside the costs of thousands
of dates, sweets and other items that were
distributed among the needy,” recounts
Anas with a languorous voice.

And soon this vigorous boy—who
witnessed the reality of living in a strife-
stricken valley traumatised under the
noose of barrels and rubbles of downtown
and on top of these dominating factors,
who borne the brunt of some societal el-
ements that tried to suffocate his talent
and dreams—was auditioning in front of
India’s top renowned troika: Anu Malik,
Sonu Nigam and Farah Khan.

once again seeking public support, this time to save his life.

Discreet from his present tale of trau-
ma, nobody could guess that he was once
a lightning-rod in the City of Lights, that
too at a time, when many of his tribesmen
were still finding means to crossover to
the other side of the Jawahar tunnel.

“Kashmiris have to put extra efforts
in their work than any non-Kashmiri be-
cause of our historical fateful coincidences
including our highway,” Anas laughingly
told his Indian Idol comrades in 2005.

But, whenever the situation demand-
ed, this small-town boy never shied and
remained at the forefront of giving non-
chalant explanations of real Kashmir to
his Mumbai compatriots.

And of what fathomable character he
was, it didn’t take long for the new bat-
tery of final-fifty to eventually surrender
their mediocrity and adore this valley
boy.

By the time the opening segment of
final-fifty concluded, Anas had become
the new face of the show.

“Few critical decisions that changed
the course of the show from ‘tedious to
exciting’ were his handiwork,” one of
Anas’s Mumbai friends says while eulo-
gising his friend.

The Khanyar boy’s well-maintained
distinction among show producers had
somehow brought him closer to Bollywood,
including the famed duo, Sajid-Wajid.

Later, when he voiced his concern
against the shady policies of the show—
that had deteriorated the workforce—he
was brushed aside by the people closer to
the power-centre.

“I stumbled and learned, even as the
intensity of that fall increased my pain,”
Anas says with a lost face.

But his vocal stand had flashed ire on
many faces and soon the augmenting vest-
ed interests in the new singing camp start-
ed to evolve, with many obscure backbones
of the show trying to denounce Anas for his
antecedental mountain roots.

By then his new confidants had un-
muted themselves and spoke in a flur-
ry of fervent support, unaware that
their protest was against an already
fixed fate.

“In the long run, if it wasn’t for their
support, my career would’ve ended even
before its boom,” Anas told his father on
the same day.

In the camp, it was obvious why the
list of major decisions was triggered
with ‘write him off’. Till the concluding
segment of final-fifty, Anas never indi-
cated a sign of guilt for his stance on
the mediocre policies of the show and
soon wrote a letter to Farah Khan for
the same, who in her correspondence
wrote, “Inshallah...you’re the next big
thing in Bollywood”.

“If Anas’s remedies for incremental
TRP were followed that year, Indian Idol
would have still been the biggest and high-
est earning reality show in India,” said a
close-friend of Anas who now works as an
assistant music composer in Bollywood.

“The show-makers are now craving
for Anas like character who would put
some check on the deteriorating balance
of the show.”

Sometime later, before his departure
as one of the final-fifty, Anas had already
paved his way to earn the title of “Chota
Mehdi Hassan”—who was seen sharing
the stage with Ayushmann Khurranna
and Neha Kakkar.

Amid the sense of earnestness, as his
career kept on booming in Indian show
business, the fate back home proved too
robust and shattered his family with vi-
cious revelations.

Smiling over sorrows.

Much opposite to their younger son’s
eminent and glorious life, the leftover
Sheikh family in Kashmir was facing a
cursed side of life.

In 2005, their stylish son, Owais, who
wore big brands and maintained a dis-
tinction for his smart looks in his locali-
ty, was diagnosed with colorectal cancer.

The day he was diagnosed—when a
cough that he had told his parents was
“annoying” him and an aching stomach
that he had been dragging, thinking he
must have pulled a muscle—turned out
to be symptoms of stage-4 cancer.

At that time, Anas was a new cult be-
ing discussed for his harmless ubiquity
and disseminating talent among the mov-
ers and shakers of the tinsel town.

The Sheikh family did put a brave-
face against their elder son’s malady
but the disease was too deadly and had
spread across Owais’s intestine.

“When my father took his (Owais’s)
biopsy report to the doctor, he was direct-
ly told that he won’t survive and will die
in a span of 2 months,” recalls Anas while
remembering his screamer but righteous
brother who would support his younger
sibling whenever the time required him.

And with Anas’s fall in the finalfifty,
Owais’s health fell to a point of no turning-back.

“I came to this world with Allah’s will and
with His will I'm going back,” Owais had smil-
ingly told his family minutes before he passed
away, peacefully, in his mother’s arms in their
new home in Batpora locality of Srinagar.

The day he died, it was exactly one
month and eight days after the diagnosis.

“He was too young to die,” Anas la-
ments as he mulls over his own words.

“When I returned home after his fu-
neral, I was so distraught that I hardly
came out of my bedroom for days togeth-
er. The biggest regret in my life is not see-
ing his face one last time.”

It’s said at one point of life when
Owais had turned into a sketch of bones
and had already known his fate against
the monstrous disease, he had asked his
father to stop spending on his treatment
and save the amount for Anas’s future.

“At the brink of death, my brother
still cared about my future,” says Anas.

However, his departure lacerated more
wounds among the already scattered
family that had spent almost half of their
life-saving on reviving their son.

The brother that was.

Anas’s mother, the indomitable but
highly regarded lady, loved her elder son
the most and spent an inordinate amount
of time with her sons not only because
she was their mother but because she
loved being with kids. She was a bit of a
child herself.

“She had married in her early youth
and in some ways she never lost the
youth inside her,” Anas smilingly talks
about his mother.

Over the summer, she would study
the names of birds in a book that was gift-
ed by Owais and, with utter focus, write
a list of the ones she’d seen. She had a
vivid sense of what makes children feel
safe, and she believed in a child’s experi-
ence of the world. Everyone trusted her,
even when a grave situation would baffle
their minds.

“She was a saintly figure,” says alady
who was the Sheikh family’s neighbour
for many years, “who knew the remedy
of broken-hearts and shattered souls.”

But, as this ‘pious mother’ spent her
2005 fall days wailing and pleading be-
fore the Almighty for her departed son,
the longing for her dark-haired-boy had
already taken a toll on her health.

Then, one hazy morning, she was
seen lying unconscious in the kitchen
with frothy saliva wrapping around her
lips. “We immediately ferried her to
SMHS, where after a brief medical exam-
ination and few tests, a revelation from
the doctor devastated us,” Anas says.

After months of caring for her late
son’s clothes, wailing for his return and
issuing her resentment to her lord, the
indomitable mother was diagnosed with
breast cancer.

“We came to know about her condi-
tion almost three months after Owais’s
death,” says Anas.

The months of grueling chemothera-
py sessions had once again found its way
into the Sheikh family. The cancer had
spread to a major portion of her body.
This wasn’t likely to be a story that ended
well. But, in a last-ditch effort, she tried
to remain smiling without expressing
the agony she was going through.

Her family never noticed a progress
from her chemo-treatments. It was a
brisk business. Needles and bags were ef-
ficiently hustled into place.

“As the drugs slid up the IV into her
arm, we watched the enemy invoking
more and more pain to her,” says Anas
while recalling those miserable memo-
ries. “I had to witness my beautiful moth-
er being consumed by pain and death.”

One night, Anas woke in the dark
and saw that his father had come down-
stairs and was looking at mother, fists
punched into his pheran pocket, shoul-
ders hunched.

“He stood for minutes, gazing down
on her sleeping face,” recalls Anas.

“In those last few days, she began
to look very young. Her face had lost
so much weight that the bones showed
through, like a child’s. Her eyebrows
and eyelashes were very black. I held her
hand. I smoothed her face. Her skin had
begun to feel waxy, but was also covered
with little grains, as if she were in the
process of exfoliating.”

And then, when all her family mem-
bers were by her side, she peacefully
died.

“Her breath slowed and then she
opened her eyes to look at us and we told
her the things we had to say, and then
she passed away,” Anas says before a
storm of overwhelming emotions dusts
him for a while.

The deaths of their beloveds were

enough to exhaust the family from its
settled financial condition and bestow
Anas a life that was both nauseated and
riveted.

“There were many last words I had
wanted to say, and couldn’t. Perhaps that
was because our creator knew already
that any comfort in their reply could be
false,” says Anas before the muezzin’s
call to prayer silenced the room.

In the coming years after their
deaths, Anas’s life withered like a
plucked rose but destiny was trying to
fulfill few responsibilities by caressing
his traumatised life and, eventually, af-
ter a few years of struggle, he was seen
recording in the confines of Navi Mum-
bai’s Lambodara Studio.

However, this sun-kissed city boy’s
career didn’t cease under the guidance of
Shankar Mahadevan in Mumbai, but it
soon boomed to a point where his work-
chart was booked with daily performanc-
es in concerts.

It was about the same time when he
started working as an assistant for Vivek
Gopalaman—Bollywood’s one of oldest
music composers.

When he became a recognised face
among the renowned of the industry,
the lacerations of the past were slowly
departing providing a sense of relief to
Anas. But, it didn’t take long until anoth-
er evil shadow casted him away.

Calling for support.

At the fag-end of 2014, when the rav-
aging floods swept the valley, a new dev-
astation huddled Anas’s booming path.
His father—a headman who witnessed
the viciousness of life and devastation
of family—died after suffering a massive
cardiac arrest.

“I’d never thought that my birth was
just an experience of witnessing my loved
ones leaving my side,” says Anas. “Allah
has bestowed me a wretched life consid-
ering my endurance for these tests.”

With senior Sheikh’s death, the
Mumbai dreams for this valley boy came
to an end.

And then years later, on a chilly af-
ternoon of January 28, 2021, when Anas
was recording his new song in a Srinagar
studio, a hunch of dizziness seeped into
his senses and made him unconscious for
three coming days.

“I thought it was all because of my
exhaustion,” he says while adjusting his
left amputated arm—brunt of a childhood
accident that he had willingly accepted.

But, destiny was unwilling to end
this young man’s misery. He was di-
agnosed with a meningiomas—a skull
base tumor.

The deadly disease that had devoured
his brother and mother—besides making
his father’s life miserable to the point
where his heavy heart burst in pain—
had now made him a new target.

As the early financial exhaustion
disrupted his normal life, Anas is now
fighting against this disease without
any cash in hand.

“We had collectively spent around
Rs 55 lakhs on my mother’s and broth-
er’s treatment, but destiny had already
planned a struggling life for me that was
longing for treatment and family sup-
port,” says Anas.

Now, as the conditions are turning
meager, Anas has started a crowdfund-
ing campaign requesting people to do-
nate for his treatment. “Except for the
donation,” he says, “I can’t afford Rs 17
lakh for my treatment.”

As the conversation comes to an end,
Anas pulls over to a framed family col-
lage. There’s him and his late beloveds—
all smiling—displaying the peaceful days
of their life.

He rubs his hand on their faces as the
grief of the past is again lacerating. For a
while, he cups his hands into his face to
mourn an unfortunate amalgam of fam-
ily wistfulness, a foregone fame and an
instance of radical shift that no longer
carries the rustic shade by his side.
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J&K Logs Highest

days after he was admitted to the hospital.
A 57-year-old woman from BK Pora Kanipora
Budgam died two days after she was admitted
to the SMHS hospital, they said.

A 73-year-old woman from Buchpora
Srinagar died at JLNM hospital Rainawari
Srinagar, they said. A 42-year-old man from
Pattan Baramulla died a day after he was ad-
mitted to the SKIMS Soura, they said.

A 75-year-old man from Qamarwari died ten
days after he was admitted with bilateral com-
munity Acquired Pneumonia, officials said.

About the new cases of infection detected
Monday, the officials said that 1418 were re-
ported from Jammu division and 1926 from
the Kashmir Valley, taking the overall tally of
infected persons in J&K to 247952.

Giving district wise details, the officials said
that Srinagar reported 495 cases, Baramulla
118, Budgam 376, Pulwama 145, Kupwara
124, Anantnag 228, Bandipora 137, Ganderbal
82, Kulgam 164, Shopian 57, Jammu 613,
Udhampur 228, Rajouri 106, Doda 90, Kathua
115, Samba 89, Kishtwar 27, Poonch 56,
Ramban 43 and Reasi 51.

Moreover, they said, 4042 more patients
have recovered, 1082 from Jammu Division and
2960 from Kashmir Division. There are 50852
active cases—20716 in Jammu and 30136 in
Kashmir, they added.

2 Militants Killed

of the encounter, the police spokesperson
said that a joint cordon and search operation
(CASO) was launched on a specific input of the
police regarding presence of militants in the
area.

“During the search operation, as the presence
of militants got ascertained they were given
repeated opportunities to surrender, how-
ever they fired indiscriminately upon the joint
search party which was retaliated leading to an
encounter,” he said.

In the ensuing encounter, he said, two mili-
tants were killed and their bodies were re-
trieved from the site of encounter.

The police spokesperson said that the last
rites of the killed militants shall be performed
after conducting medico-legal formalities and
the nearest family members of local militants
shall be allowed to participate in the last rites.

“In this connection police have registered
a case under relevant sections of law and in-
vestigation has been initiated. People are re-
quested to cooperate with police till the area is
completely sanitized and cleared off of all the
explosive materials, if any,” he said.

However, army in a separate statement is-
sued this evening claimed that the two mili-
tants were associated with Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Muhammad outfits.

An army spokesperson further said that
initially the search operation was launched in
Lilhar Pulwama on Sunday and after fresh leads
CASO was started in Khanmoh area on Monday.

“The Security Forces took extreme caution
during the fire fight and there was no collateral
damage,” he added.

Meanwhile, reports said that the two storey
house where the two militants were hiding,
suffered major damages during the firefight.

Scores of people converged at the gunfight
site as soon as the forces retreated from the
area. Many villagers, including women were
seen wailing after the encounter culminated
with the killing of the two local militants and
left a trail of destruction, reports said.

Senior Doctors

wards where the COVID positive patients are
admitted.

In a communication to Principal Government
Medical College Jammu, Atal Dulloo (IAS),
Financial Commissioner, Health & Medical
Education Department, has ordered the ensur-
ing supervision of the patients by the senior
Faculty members.

“As you are aware that mortality rate in
COVID positive patients has increased and
there is need for reducing the same which re-
quires immediate corrective measures,” he said
in a communication.

“It is desirable that the senior Faculty mem-
bers of the concerned departments of your in-
stitution be directed to increase their presence

Kupwara district jails through special Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT) screening pushed the ac-
tive cases among inmates to 115 out of a total
of over 4,570 prisoners in all the jails, officials
said.

The special drive in the two jails was car-
ried out nearly two weeks after a prominent
separatist leader and chairman of Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai, who was
lodged in Udhampur district jail under Public
Safety Act, died of COVID-19 at a government
hospital on May 5.

Officials said the highest 72 prisoners
and seven staff members tested positive in
Udhampur district jail.

A total of 479 inmates were subjected to RAT
testing in the jail premises, they said, adding
that 20 inmates tested positive for COVID-19
among 272 prisoners in Kupwara district jail.

Officials said all the positive prisoners are
asymptomatic and were lodged in separate
barracks.

Last year, two elderly prisoners -- one each
in district jail Rajouri and Sub-jail Bhaderwah
-- succumbed to the virus, while the rest of the
540 infected prisoners recovered after success-
ful treatment.

Earlier, 21 prisoners tested positive in Kathu
district jail on May 10, while one inmate each
was tested positive in district jail Jammu and
central jail Kotbhalwal Jammu a few days ear-
lier. (PTI)

7 Oxygen Plants

were carried by an Indian Air Force aircraft
from Munich in Germany and reached Srinagar
Airport in the afternoon.

“New Oxygen Plants including 5 of 1000
LPM, one of 1500 LPM and one of 600 LPM ca-
pacity will further add 7100 LPM to the existing
availability,” Lieutenant Governor of Jammu
and Kashmir Manoj Sinha said in a tweet.

He said this will hugely augment oxygen
supply to the health infrastructure in the UT.

“My deepest gratitude to Hon’ble PM @nar-
endramodi for providing 7 Oxygen plants to JK
UT. With his intervention, these Oxygen plants
were airlifted by @IAF_MCC from Munich,
Germany and safely landed at Srinagar Airport
today at 12:45PM,” the LG added. (PTI)

Corona Infected

in Dadsara area of south Kashmir's Tral town
leaving villagers in a state of shock and fear.

According to the reports, eight labourers
living in a rented building in Dadsara tested
positive for Covid-19 a few days ago following
which they were advised by the officials to stay
under home quarantine. However, paying no
heed to the advise, all the infected non-labour-
ers abandoned their rented accommodation
and escaped from there during the intervening
night of May 16-17, reports said.

Ten more labourers have also fled from their
apartment and remain untraced.

“We had requested the administration to
quarantine these labourers at some designated
government building, but our requests were
ignored. We don’t know where these infected
labourers are right now,” Shabir Ahmad, a lo-
cal said.

Another local said that district administra-
tion has been informed about the incident and
they were told that Surveillance team has been
activated to trace these labourers.

Tehsildar Dadsara Sajid Ahmed feigned igno-
rance about the incident, but said he will ascer-
tain the facts. (KNT)

Not Unequal Dosage

presentation on Covid-19 vaccination de-
fines vaccine hesitancy as a “delay in accep-
tance or refusal of vaccines despite availability
of vaccination services” and it is “influence by
factors such as complacency, convenience and
confidence”, another senior government offi-
cial said.

“In Jammu & Kashmir, particularly in
Kashmir division vaccine hesitancy model add-
ed other factor- rumours,” he said.

“Complacency, convenience and confidence
garnished by rumours not only delayed vaccina-
tion drive in Kashmir division in comparison to
Jammu but also put additional burden on author-
ities to mount a campaign roping in mass media,
influencers, religious leaders to get the jab to pro-
tect themselves and their family members.”

Achievement of vaccination from 1st April 2021 to 15th May 2021
45+ 45+
Citizens |Citizens
HCW HCW FLW FLW vaccinate |vaccinate

State / Vaccinate|Vaccinate|Vaccinate|Vaccinate | d with d second |Total
District dDosel |dDose2 |dDosel |dDose2 |Dosel |dose Doses
Anantnag 767 671 1,641 2,967 1,03,741 11,766] 1,21,553
' Bandipore 102 377 1,571 2,038 56,922 4,731 65,741
Baramulla 320 1,068 3,029 6,537| 1,17,380 29,794| 1,58,128
Budgam 257 895 4,158 4,894| 1,08,860| 13,734| 1,32,798
Doda 232 256 828 1,678 32,531 14,622 50,187
Ganderbal 747 359 1,107 2,104 58,885 8,437 71,639
:Jammu 2,192 3,044 5,620 15,899| 2,74,552 78,707| 3,80,014
|Kathua 465 574 2,145 1,633 85,588 20,305| 1,10,710
Kishtwar 157 268 1,826 2,463 28,770 5,412 38,936
Kulgam 331 415 649 1,443 63,268 5,159 71,265
Kupwara 193 731 1,351 4,438 47,148 5,906 59,767
IPoonch 83 505 1,153 2,205 55,764 8,191 67,901
|Pulwama 243 532 4,307 5,419 56,650 9,862 77,013
Rajouri 250 434 1,933 2,451 63,318 12,074 80,460
Ramban 191 323 1,916 1,702 42,515 12,540 59,187
Reasi 209 520 1,694 3,111 41,995 5,581 53,110
Samba 243 490 1,781 3,386 58,978 12,026 76,904
'Shopian 38 130 830 1,652 51,289 6,596 60,535
Srinagar 2,599 2,215 5,944 11,730 99,240 8,683| 1,30,411
Udhampur 387 447 3,195 2,865 76,057 17,291] 1,00,242
|Grand Total 10,046 14,294 46,678 80,615|15,23,451| 2,91,417|19,66,501

by making frequent rounds of wards, where
the COVID positive patients are admitted, so
that such patients are properly looked after
and treated, which will help us in reducing the
mortality also,” the communication added.

92 Inmates

asymptomatic and have been isolated in
separate barracks.
The latest detection in Udhampur and

Official documents reveal that between
January 16 to March 31, 2021, Srinagar district
registered 13,152 vaccinations of 45 and above
citizens. During the same period Jammu dis-
trict’s figure was 90,515.

“Between April 1 to May 15, 2021, Srinagar
clocked 99,240 vaccinations while data from
Jammu shows remarkable progress with
2,74,552 Covid doses to citizens above 45,” the
data shows.
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“This excludes the health care workers and
front line warriors. Even in March when the
people were persuading the citizens, the health
officials were perplexed that stocks were lying
unused in Kashmir Division while citizens in
Jammu were getting jabbed.”

A government official said in the first week
of March religious leaders were roped in to
persuade the people in Kashmir division.

“Women doctors were advising the women-
folk not pay to heed to the rumours that Covid
vaccine causes infertility. On March 10, the to-
tal availability of vaccine in Kashmir Division
was 10,19,000 while in Jammu total available
doses were 7,92,000.

“Doctors were scared what to do with 10
Lakh plus doses when people were reluctant.
The surge in Kashmir division vaccination drive
came only after April 15 while Jammu’s perfor-
mance was as steady. This is the reason why
Jammu could last for few extra days beyond May
13. The April surge could be attributed to twin
factor- appeal from top religious leaders and
growing awareness among the masses about
threat from mutant virus,” the official said.

been cancelled it cannot be said to be illegal
or arbitrary. (GNS)

33 KAS Officers

Ms. Kanta Devi, KAS, Deputy Labour
Commissioner, Jammu has been trans-
ferred and posted as Additional District
Development Commissioner, Udhampur,
against an available vacancy.

Pawan Kumar, KAS, awaiting orders of
adjustment in the General Administration
Department, has been posted as Additional
District Development Commissioner,
Rajouri, against an available vacancy.

Akramullah Tak, KAS, Regional Transport
Officer, Kashmir has been transferred and
posted as Additional District Development
Commissioner, Budgam, against available
vacancy.

Jyoti Rani Slathia, KAS, Joint Director,
Employment, Jammu has been trans-
ferred and posted as Additional District
Development Commissioner, Reasi, against
an available vacancy.

Sham Lal, KAS, Additional Mission Director,

Vaccine Consumption of Jammu vis-
a-vis Kashmir division as per eVIN

49,16

Percentage of Total

£ '

52.45
JANUARY FROM FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY TILL 16TH
16TH
Maonths
B Jammu = Kashmir

Blaming some media outlets and social me-
dia users for misleading the public about dose
shortage, the official said, “They conveniently
buried the data which was already in the public
domain. There was no discrepancy in distribu-
tion of Covid vaccine doses but initial vaccine
hesitancy at local level in Kashmir division.
Despite that our UT average is better than the
national average and many other states.”

J&K Rural Livelihood Mission, Jammu has
been transferred and posted as Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Kishtwar, against an
available vacancy.

Sachin Dev Singh, KAS, awaiting orders of
adjustment in the General Administration
Department, has been posted as Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Rajouri, against an
available vacancy.

Acheivement of vaccination since 16th January to 31st March 2021
45+ 45+
HCW HCW FLW FLW Citizens |Citizens
Vaccinat |Vaccinat |Vaccinat |Vaccinat |vaccinate |vaccinate |Total
State [ District |ed Dose 1|ed Dose 2|ed Dose 1|ed Dose 2|d Dose 1 |d Dose 2 |Doses
Anantnag 5,269 2,316 15,726 7,240| 21,324 85 51,960
Bandipore 2,115 652 7,301 2,817 5478 31 18,394
Baramulla 6,163 2,157| 21,051 8,148| 54,732 86| 92,337
Budgam 4,659 2,038 16,067 7,959 20,440 132| 51,295
|Doda 2,991 1,602 8518 4,135 21,344 59| 38,649
Ganderbal 1,627 861 5114 1,880 8,111 6| 17,599
Jammu 17,804| 10544| 42,242| 19,000| 90515 195| 1,80,480
Kathua 4,645 2,415 8,425 4,498 29,739 110 49,832
Kishtwar 1,487 641 7,630 3,263 4,570 16| 17,607
Kulgam 3,610 1,412 5,581 2,368 10,307 134| 23,412
Kupwara 4,608 2,047 12,689 4674| 10,198 52 34,268
Poonch 3,376 1,641 8,206 3,658 10,822 22| 27,735
Pulwama 3,097 1,241 13,993 5,887 20,075 78| 44,371
Rajouri 5,123 2,814 9,730 4,843 14,710 61| 37,231
Ramban 1,990 909 5,084 2,156 4,919 g| 15,067
Reasi 3,150 1,639 7,766 3,139 5136 21 20,851
Samba 2,783 1,648| 10,266 4291 17,175 42 36,205
Shopian 1,411 6380 4,619 1,751| 10,265 26| 18,752
Srinagar 7,495 2,589 37.864| 14,883 13,152 82| 76,065
Udhampur 3,951 2,494 11,351 4,731 19,788 159| 42,474
Grand Total 87.444| 42,340| 2,59,223| 1,11,411| 3,92,800 1406| 8,94,624

Even in Medical Health Infrastructure, J&K to-
day has 47 Oxygen Plants, he said. “14 more will
become operational within this month and in the
next 6-month, we will have 99 Oxygen plants.”

And as far as vaccine is concerned, the official
said, within a day or two, “we will receive the
consignment. [ urge everyone to get vaccinated.
Our top most priority is to vaccinate entire pop-
ulation of the priority group within 10 days.”

HC Upholds J&K

was conducted online, but before comple-
tion, the selection process as a whole was
cancelled, they said. They contended that the
action on part of the bank infringes their le-
gal rights and the same was also “arbitrary”.

“The cancellation of the selection pro-
cess was challenged by the appellants by
invoking the extraordinary jurisdiction of
the Court. The writ Court dismissed the
petition recording that as the petition-
ers were only prospective candidates, they
have not acquired any indefeasible right to
seek selection/appointment on the basis of
the advertisement alone and therefore the
cancellation of the selection process do not
infringes any of their legal right,” a division
bench of Chief Justice Pankaj Mithal and
Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul.

“There is no arbitrariness in the cancel-
lation of the selection process as the court
records that it stands admitted to the appel-
lants that the respondents (bank) had the
authority to cancel the selection process.”

The division bench observed that the stand
of the bank that the recruitment process in
question had gone wrong “stands substanti-
ated by the records.”

“The respondents (bank) have construed
the recruitment district wise and framed the
merit list accordingly. Moreover, the respon-
dents have not applied rule of reservation in
selection process which certainly was incur-
able,” the court said, adding, “ Therefore, the
cancellation of selection process is justified
and is not arbitrary.”

As regards the argument that reservation
is not applicable, the court said it is a debat-
able point.

However, the court said that in such cir-
cumstances if the process as a whole has

Dr. Ravi Kumar Bharti, KAS, Additional
Secretary to the Government, Tribal Affairs
Department has been transferred and posted
as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Doda,
against an available vacancy.

Shabir-ul-Hassan, KAS, awaiting orders of
adjustment in the General Administration
Department, has been posted as Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, Budgam, against an
available vacancy.

Navdeep Wazir, KAS, Deputy Secretary to
the Government, Tourism Department has
been transferred and posted as Assistant
Commissioner  Panchayat, = Udhampur,
against an available vacancy.

Ashwani Kumar, KAS, Deputy District
Election Officer, Kathua has been trans-
ferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Samba, against an available
vacancy.

Bilques Jan, KAS, Deputy Director, ICDS,
Social Welfare, Kashmir has been trans-
ferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Ganderbal, against an available
vacancy.

Ideel Saleem, KAS, Deputy Director,
Tourism, Kashmir has been transferred and
posted as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Anantnag, against available vacancy.

Ashok Kumar, KAS, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Katra holding additional charge
of Sub-Registrar, Katra has been trans-
ferred and posted as Project Officer, Wage
Employment (ACD), Jammu, against an avail-
able vacancy.

Sohan Lal, KAS, Deputy Director, Rural
Sanitation, Jammu has been transferred
and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Kathua, against an available an T
vacancy.

Ms. Minakshi Vaid, KAS, awaiting orders
of adjustment in the General Administration
Department, has been posted as Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat, Jammu, against an
available vacancy. Mohammad Rashid, KAS,
Deputy Director, Employment (Central), J&K
has been transferred and posted as Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat, Rajouri, against an
available vacancy.

Sandeep Seointra, KAS, awaiting orders of
adjustment in the General Administration

Department, has been posted as Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, Kathua, against an
available vacancy.

Gulzar Ahmad, KAS, Deputy Chief
Electoral Officer, Srinagar has been trans-
ferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Baramulla, against an available
vacancy.

Swaran Singh, KAS, General Manager, J&K
Road Transport Corporation, Jammu has
been transferred and posted as Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat, Ramban, against
an available vacancy.

Syed Altaf Hussain Musvi, KAS, Deputy
Secretary to the Government, Youth Services
and Sports Department has been transferred
and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Bandipore, against an available
vacancy.

Mohammad Ashfa, KAS, awaiting orders
of adjustment, has been posted as Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat, Doda, against an
available vacancy.

Rizwan Asgar, KAS, Collector, Lakes and
Waterways Development Authority, Srinagar
has been transferred and posted as Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat, Shopian, against
an available vacancy.

Ms. Nazwan Nazki, KAS, Deputy Director
(Administration) in the Directorate of Social
Welfare, Kashmir is transferred and post-
ed as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Pulwama, against an available vacancy.
Shurjeel Ali Naiku, KAS, Deputy Director,
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs,
Kashmir has been transferred and posted as
Assistant Commissioner Panchayat, Kulgam,
against an available vacancy.

Ms. Mir Zahida, KAS, Deputy District
Election Officer, Budgam has been trans-
ferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Budgam, against an available
vacancy.

Shabir Ahmad Wani, KAS, Deputy
Secretary to the Government, Horticulture
Department has been transferred and post-
ed as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Kupwara, against an available vacancy.

Shafiq Ahmad, KAS, Deputy Director,
District Employment and Counselling Centre,
Rajouri has been transferred and posted
as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Poonch, against an available vacancy. Mr.
Zakir Hussain, KAS, Deputy District Election
Officer, Reasi has been transferred and post-
ed as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Kishtwar, against an available vacancy.

Deebah Khalid Peer, KAS, Deputy Director,
Handicrafts, J&K has been transferred and
posted as Assistant Commissioner Panchayat,
Srinagar, against an available vacancy.

Aijaz Ahmad Shah, KAS, Deputy Director,
Urban Local Bodies, Kashmir holding ad-
ditional charge of Deputy Director, Rural
Sanitation, Kashmir has been transferred and
posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Pulwama, against an available vacancy.

Johar Ali, KAS, Sub-Registrar, Srinagar
(West), has been transferred and posted as
Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Kupwara,
vice Bashir Ahmad Bhat, KAS, who has been
asked to report to the General Administration
Department for further posting.

Kashmiri Held

into the temple situated in Ghaziabad
neighbouring Delhi.

Dar, according to the police, wanted to as-
sassinate Dasna Devi temple’s head priest
Swami Yati Narsinghanand. The police
claimed to have recovered a .30 bore pistol,
two magazines, 15 live rounds, one saffron
kurta, one white ‘pajama’, a ‘kalawa’ and
wooden beads from his possession.

On April 3, Narsinghanand made blasphe-
mous remarks against Prophet of Islam dur-
ing a during a press conference organised by
Akhil Bharatiya Sant Parishad (Ghaziabad) at
the Press Club of India.

Following outrage and a complaint from
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan, the Delhi
Police had registered an FIR in April against
the rightwing Hindu leader for allegedly
hurting the sentiments of a community.

Last month, Narsinghanand and Dasna
Devi Mandir were in news after a 14-year-
old Muslim boy who went inside to have
water was assaulted by the priest’s disciple.

During interrogation, Dar told the police
that he is a carpenter by profession and
was booked by the Sangam police station in
Anantnag for stone pelting during 2016 pro-
tests triggered by Hizb commander Burhan
Wani’s death, police said.

He had come across a man named Abid
while roaming in his fields in December
last year who had informed him that he was
from Pakistan and associated with Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM), police said. They became
good friend and met twice after that -- first
in December 2020 and then in April 2021.
They also were constantly in touch with each
other on WhatsApp, police said.

In February, he, along with his sister and
her father-in-law, came to Delhi for treat-
ment of his nephew who has some heart
ailment. They stayed at a guest house near
Jama Masjid, police said.

When he returned to Kashmir after the
treatment of his nephew, Abid assigned
him with the task to assassinate Swami
Narsinghanand, saying the head priest of the
temple had committed ‘Gustakh-e-Rasool’,
officials said.

Abid taught him weapons handling and
gave Rs 6,500 cash. Abid also transferred
Rs 35,000 in Dar’s account. Thereafter, Abid
asked Dar to go to Delhi and procure weapon
from one of his sources, police said.

Abid promised Dar that he would be paid
a substantial amount for carrying out the
assassination. Abid informed that a person
named Umar will take care of him in Delhi,
police said.

On April 23, the accused left for Delhi.
Dar and Umar kept in touch with each oth-
er through an app named Telegram. Umar
was supposed to arrange his recce and stay
in Delhi and also to provide access to Yati
Narsinghanand to carry out his killing, offi-
cials said.

Dar met Umar in Jama Masjid area who
shifted him to a hotel in Paharganj. Umar also
brought the puja items and saffron dress as a
cover to gain entry in the temple, police said.
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DAK Sounds Alert Over Black
Fungus In Covid Patients

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Doctors Asso-
ciation Kashmir (DAK) Monday
said a rare but deadly fungal in-
fection called Mucormycosis is
infecting Covid-19 patients.

Sounding alert, DAK said if
left untreated the disease can
be fatal for covid patients.

“Cases of mucormycosis,
commonly known as black fun-
gus are being reported in sev-
eral states of the country among
recovering and recovered Co-
vid-19 patients,” DAK said.

DAK statement said chances of
fungal infection increase in Covid
patients who are diabetic and are
taking steroids. “Diabetes low-
ers the body’s immune defenses,
Covid exacerbates it and then ste-
roids act like a fuel to the fire.”

It said Covid itself leads to
lymphopenia, therefore predis-
posing patients to opportunistic
fungal infection. The use of ordi-
nary water in humidifiers which
are used during oxygen therapy
could be another factor. “In or-
der to prevent this life-threat-
ening disease in Covid patients,
doctors should use steroids ju-
diciously and ensure there is no
misuse of steroids. People who
have diabetes should keep their

sugar levels in control. And, use
sterile water for humidifiers
during oxygen therapy.”

It said the fungus is ubiqui-
tous and is found in soil, air and
decaying food. Despite being
common in the environment,
it does not cause infection in
healthy humans. However,
when the body’s defenses have
been weakened, the fungus gets
a chance to infect with dev-
astating results. “After inhal-
ing fungus from the air, it can
go into nose, sinuses, eyes and
brain leading to loss of vision
and even death in some cases. It
can also affect lungs.”

The statement said symptoms
include pain and swelling in eye
or face, headache, nasal discharge
and black crusts in the nose

“Treatment of mucormycosis
involves removing of all infect-
ed tissue through surgery and
following with antifungal am-
photericin B.

“There is an urgent need to make
people aware about the disease.

A high degree of suspicion
should be there with the doctors
who are treating Covid patients
and any nasal, facial and eye com-
plaints should not be ignored be-
cause early detection and timely
intervention holds the key.”

AAC Pays Tribute To Mirwaiz

Faroog, Gani Lone

SRINAGAR: Jammu Kashmir
Awami Action Committee (AAC)
paid tributes to its founder lead-
er Mirwaiz Moulvi Muhammad
Farooq (RA) on his 31st “martyr-
dom" anniversary.

In a statement, it also paid
tributes to the Martyrs of Hawal
and to Abdul Gani Lone on his
19th martyrdom anniversary.

AAC said that various com-
memorative functions held each
year to pay tributes to the late
leader over a period of one week
called 'Hafta-e-Shahaadat ‘, which

included organising free medi-
cal and blood donation camps,
seminars, stand cancelled as the
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic
is ravaging though J&K and also
due to AAC and All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference (APHC) chair-
man Mirwaiz Muhammad Umar
Farooq’s continued detention at
home since August 5, 2019.

Collective Fateha prayers at the
Martyrs graveyard Eidgah and
the commemorative rally there-
after as well as the shutdown to
honour Shaheed-e-Millat, Sha-
heed-e-Hurriyat and the martyrs
of Hawal stand postponed due to
the covid circumstances.

Awami Action Committee (AAC)
appealed people and Imams of
masajid to remember the slain
leader in their prayers and pray
for his highest status in Jannah as
well as for Hawal Martyrs and all
the martyrs since 1931.
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ABAKARWAL FAMILY WALKING ALONG the banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar on
Monday amidst a coronavirus lockdown. KO Photo Abid Bhat
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nessing huge surge in cases.

JAMMU: The Team of Doctors
deputed by Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
Monday called for conducting
genome study in Jammu while
observing that the high mortal-
ity here may be because of the
double mutant Indian strain.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here today after visiting
several covid care facilities in
Jammu and Samba districts,
the team advised for intensi-

“There is need to increase
testing in such areas and the
samples, as per the protocol,
be sent to Delhi for genome
study” the team of doctors said
and assured that the results
would be shared with the UT
within a week's time.

The Visiting team compris-
ing Dr. Mahesh Waghmare,
NCDC, Dr. Pranay Verma, Joint
Director NCDC & Dr. Navneet
Sharma, Professor Internal
Medicine, PGI, Chandigarh also

fying testing in the areas wit-

called for strict enforcement of

Doctors Call For Genome Study,
Intensive Testing In Jammu

COVID Appropriate Behaviour
in the public places.

They further advised for in-
tensifying the surveillance of
the home isolated cases, so that
patient is shifted to the hospital
well in time when required.

Efficient Triage facility and
framing of discharge policy
was also emphasized for bet-
ter patient management and
adequate bed availability.

Earlier, the team, after arriv-
ing here on Sunday, visited GMC

v Jammu and had a threadbare

discussion with the Doctors, be-
sides visiting the isolation wards.

On day two, the team visited
District Samba and inspected
the containment and micro
containment zones & met with
surveillance teams working at
the grass-roots level.

Later in the afternoon, they
held a virtual meeting with
IDSP teams of 10 districts of
Jammu Division.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Choudary Moham-
mad Yasin, Mission Director
NHM, J&K, Dr. Renu Sharma
Director Health Services Jam-
mu and the Chief Medical Of-
ficers of all districts.

To Mitigate Impact Of Third Wave Of Virus,
Vaccination Important For All: Microbiologist
‘Avail Second Dose At Interval Of 12 Weeks’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: With prolific sam-
pling of people for SAR COV2,
the work pressure on GMC
Microbiology Lab has also in-
creased manifold but every-
thing is being managed very
diligently and smoothly by the
concerned GMC administra-
tion and Laboratory Staff while
working without relenting, said
Dr Lenah Bashir, Lecturer Micro-
biology, Government Medical
College, Srinagar.

She said the Microbiology De-
partment is guiding physicians
in diagnosis of the Covid Virus
through testing the samples col-
lected at GMC Microbiology Lab
and other identified centers.

While mentioning the mild
and severe symptoms of the dis-
ease, Dr Lenah said that cough,
cold, loss of taste and smell,
and fatigue are mild symptoms

whereas breathlessness is a
condition of severe infection.
"Severe symptomatic patients
should be shifted to hospital for
treatment and monitoring".

Regarding infection detection,
she said two types of swabs are
collected including nasal and
throat swab. She added that Rap-
id Antigen Testing or RT-PCR will
identify the presence of infec-
tion. However, she stressed that
any individual who will test neg-
ative through RAT testing should
also go for RTPCR testing.

While sharing the details re-
garding availability of results,
she said that RAT results are
made available within fifteen
minutes while RTPCR takes two
days time due to its procedure
and heavy load of samples. To
cope up with the demand, the
lab is working continuously
without any break, to give re-
sults within least possible time.

Dr Lenah said that Real Time
revere transcription Polymerase
Chain Reaction (RT PCR) is the gold
standard for SARS COV2 detection.
"This molecular test targets more
than one gene of SAR COV 2 le N
gene & RdRp gene", she informed
about detection of multiple mu-
tants by RTPCR. Moreover, she
said "these targets are considered
best for invitro diagnostic detec-
tion, hence, it will show similar
sensitivity and specificity in such
situation”, she further added.
Regarding double mutant co-
vid virus, she said that double
mutant strains of SAR COV2 are
showing heightened infectivity

and escape from the body's im-
mune systems, hence increases
lethal infections. "Previously
infected people have a greater
chance of re-infection due to
double mutant”, she said.

The Microbiology expert con-
firmed that vaccines are safe
and requested people not to
deny themselves of covid vacci-
nation and avail the opportunity
to get inoculated with two doses
at the interval of twelve weeks.
Depriving oneself of vaccination
is an unwise decision some peo-
ple make as they fall for miscon-
ceptions spread by Social Media,
she said while dispelling unveri-
fied conceptions.

She maintained that adher-
ence to SOPs and Guidelines by
normal and symptomatic per-
sons will help to control conta-
gious Corona virus.

While speaking about the
threat of third wave and mitiga-

tion measures for it, Dr Lenah
Bashir emphasized on extended
lockdown, Abiding of lockdown
rules, Avoiding gatherings and
mandatory masking. "More im-
portantly vaccination is to be
made available to all", she said.
Besides, she said that hospitals
have to be strengthened further.

Testing capacities have already
been expanded and is being tak-
en care of by the administration
in terms of manpower as well as
facilities, she maintained.

Regarding Black Fungus, she
said, "it is a fungal infection which
affects people with weakened
ability to fight infections like dia-
betes, malignancy etc." and ad-
vised to strictly monitor blood
glucose levels of such individuals
and judicious use of steroids.

In this regard she said not to
hesitate to seek medical attention
and relevant microbiological in-
vestigations.

Expedite Vaccdnation Of Jail Inmartes,
Prison Staff: Justice Magrey

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The 11th High Pow-
ered Committee (HPC) meeting
today passed slew of directions
for the release of jail inmates,
except those involved in serious
crimes, to decongest the prisons
in the Union Territory of J&K.

The meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Justice Ali
Mohammad Magrey, who is
also Executive Chairman of J&K
Legal Services Authority, for
implementation of directions
of Supreme Court of India with
regard to the containment of
coronavirus in J&K prisons.

The meeting was attended by
Principal Secretary Home Depart-
ment, Shaleen Kabra; DGP Pris-
ons, Dr B Srinivas; Member Sec-
retary JK Legal Services Authority,
MK Sharma and other concerned.

The Committee was constitut-
ed by the Jammu and Kashmir
government following an order
by the Supreme Court on March
23, 2020 and May 07, 2021, di-
recting the States and the UTs to
decongest jails to ensure social
distancing among the prisoners.

At the outset, the Committee
appreciated the efforts of prison
department for not only manag-
ing the COVID-19 breakout in the
prisons but also for maintaining
hygiene in the jail premises.

The Members of the Commit-
tee discussed and deliberated
upon the proposed category of
prisoners, who may be consid-
ered for grant of interim bail for
90 days in view of the present
circumstances.

The Committee decided to
release all the jail inmates who
were earlier released on parole
or on interim bail for 90 days
as per the directions of the Su-
preme Court in March 2020.

Justice Magrey directed the
Member Secretary, J&K Legal
Services Authority to coordinate
with the other two members of
the Committee to find out the
category of convicts/UTPs who
can also be released pursuant
to the directions of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court. Such an exer-
cise shall be completed within
a week and the report be placed
before the Committee.

Justice Magrey directed the
DGP (Prisons) to coordinate with
the Health department to ensure
vaccination of jail inmates as
well as staff on priority.

Besides this, the Committee
directed the jail authorities to
take appropriate steps by en-
suring that the inmates and the
staff wear masks and maintain
social distancing and by keeping
the frequently visited areas like
kitchen, bathrooms etc. hygienic
to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey,
further directed the Legal Service
Institutions across the UT of J&K
to provide the services of Panel
Lawyers to the inmates who are
eligible to be released from the
custody by moving applications
on their behalf.

It also called for the additional
release of prisoners on paroles or
interim bail orders for which DGP
Prisons and member Secretary
JKLSA were asked to workout mo-
dalities within the stipulated time.

The Committee also suggested
for the creation of additional ac-
commodation or temporary ac-
commodation within or outside
jail complexes for ensuring strict
adherence to Standard Operating
Protocols (SOPs) of COVID-19 is-
sued by the medical experts.

Further, the high powered
committee also decided to dis-
continue all the visits of outside
visitors including NGOs but
while doing so the families of
the jail inmates will have excess
to meet the prisoners by use of
virtual mode or by phones.

Frequent sanitization of jails
and better medical facilities
were also decided to be ensured
in all the jails of J&K.

The Committee decided to
accelerate to hold awareness
campaigns among jail inmates
regarding SOPs to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 pandemic.

The Committee further decid-
ed to ensure safety of prisoners
by frequent testing and com-
plete vaccination of jail inmates
along with the jail staff.

It also called for the measures
like transportation of released
inmates by providing them
proper transport facilities in
view of Corona curfew.

Vaccine Scarcity In Kashmir
Exposes Chasm Between Govt
Claims And Reality: PC

SRINAGAR: Former minister and
senior Peoples Conference lead-
er Syed Basharat Bukhari Mon-
day asked the government to es-
tablish a constant contact with
the aggrieved masses amid the
prevalent health crises in Kash-
mir and address their mounting
concerns pertaining to the acute
shortage of COVID-19 vaccines.

Bukhari in a statement issued
said the situation merits the gov-
ernment’s thorough, constant
and fervent attention and that the
chaos prevalent on the ground has
put the masses in dire straits.

"On the one hand the govern-
ment is asking people to get vac-
cinated and on the other, they
are turned away from the health
centers in hordes due to the non-
availability of vaccines. There is a
deep chasm being witnessed be-
tween the government claims and
reality on the ground. It is ironic to
find that in the last four days, mere
two hundred people per day in
Kashmir have been vaccinated. The
numbers are excruciating and at
the same time telling as well. The
dreadful surge in the COVID deaths
in the region demands mass level
immunization but there is serious

incongruity being witnessed in the
approach of those at the helm in
administration,” Bukhari said.

He added that the acute dearth
of vaccines in Kashmir has to be
addressed on priority and that the
administration must constitute
special teams that could monitor
the situation on the ground on
an hourly basis. Bukhari said that
there is a dire need for the gov-
ernment to become responsive
about people's woes and concerns
and update them on regular basis
about the measures being taken
to address the crises.

“The communication wedge
between the masses and the gov-
ernment is widening with each
passing day. There is a need for
transparent and long-term vac-
cination planning to avoid a ca-
tastrophe. The administration
must, through a detailed consul-
tative process, provide a timeline
of how many vaccine doses are
likely to be available over the next
few weeks and months. Vaccine
availability should not be a state
secret. There should be complete
clarity regarding this. The more
people know where they stand,
the better it is,” Bukhari added.

J&K Juils Overcrowded, Reveals Data
4572 Prisoners Lodged In 13 J&K Jails
Against Capacity Of 3426

Female Doctor Booked In Baramulla
For Violating Covid Protocol

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL:

CUK Condoles Demise
Of KU Faculty Members
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SRINAGAR: The jails in Jammu
& Kashmir are overcrowded as
4572 inmates are lodged in 13 jails
against their overall capacity of
3426.

At present, J&K has 13 functional
jails which includes two central
jails, nine district jails, one special
jail and one sub-jail. The UT had
two sub-jails but one of them was
denotified and declared as a hold-
ing centre for lodging Rohingya

refugees.
On March 5, this year, the J&K’s
Home department de-notified

Hira Nagar sub-jail and declared it
as a holding centre under the For-
eigners Act.

The disclosure that J&K jails are

overcrowded has come to fore at
a time when the Supreme Court
has directed the States/UTs to de-
congest prisons in the wake of the
second wave of COVID-19.

In 2020, the Supreme Court had
also passed similar directions af-
ter the outbreak of COVID-19. On
the Court’s directions last year, the
] & K government constituted a
high-level panel headed by Justice
Rajesh Bindal to decide on the cat-
egory of prisoners to be released.

The panel decided to grant spe-
cial parole of eight weeks to all
those who have been convicted in
one case only and have spent more
than ten years (eight years in case
of women) in jail, except those in-
volved in militancy-related cases,
convicted for intermediate or large

quantity recovery under NDPS Act
or convicted under POCSO Act
or convicted for offence against
woman, or convicted for offence
of acid attack or foreign nationals.
It had also directed the authori-
ties to consider the release of all
those who have been sentenced
to imprisonment for three years
with or without fine and the con-
viction has been upheld by the Ap-
pellate Court but revision against
the judgment by Appellate Court
is pending before the High Court.
Similarly, in case of under-trial
prisoners, the panel proposed to
the government to grant them 60
days’ interim bail, extendable for
another period in case the circum-
stances so demand, on furnishing
surety and personal bond—(KNO)

BARAMULLA: The Jammu and
Kashmir police Monday reg-
istered a case against a lady
doctor and polyclinic at Kun-
zer area in north Kashmir's
Baramulla district for violat-
ing the set COVID-19 proto-
cols issued from time to time
in wake of the rise in virus
cases in the union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

A police spokesman in a statement said that while enforcing the lock-
down in the district and implementing the orders thereof, inaction under-
taken by Police Station Kunzer, the case has been registered against a lady
doctor and private medical Center Apollo Poly Clinic for violating instruc-
tions and covid protocols in Gokhama area of Kunzer in Baramulla district.

The statement said that the said lady doctor Dr. Muzzamil who is post-
ed at Trauma hospital Pattan besides doing private practice in Clinic at
Gokhama Kunzer also violates Covid protocols by making huge public
rush in the Clinic.

It said that accordingly, Duty Magistrate along with SHO PS Kunzer
taking serious action, sealed the clinic on spot, an FIR was registered
under relevant sections of the law, and investigation started.

Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj
ud Din Mir, Registrar,
Prof. M Afzal Zargar,
Finance Officer, Prof.
Fayaz A Nikka, faculty
members and adminis-
trative staff of the Cen-
tral University of Kash-
mir (CUK) condoled the
demise of Prof. Ghulam Mohi ud Din Bhat, senior
Professor, University of Kashmir and Head of the
Electronics and Communication Engineering,
at varsity’s Institute of Engineering, Zakura, Dr.
Mustahsan Farooq Fazili, Assistant Professor, Zo-
ology Department, KU and the father-in-law of
Abdul Rashid Bhat, Deputy Registrar, CUK.

In a condolence meeting held online with Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir in chair, the
participants expressed sympathies with the be-
reaved families in this hour of grief and prayed for
peace to the departed souls. They described the de-
ceased faculty members as teachers par excellence.
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Israel-Palestine; US
Blocks UN Statement For

Third Time In A Week

Agenceis

third United Nations Se-
A;Vurity Council emergency
eeting in a week - amid
the deadly Israeli offensive in
Gaza - has again ended with no
concrete outcome after the United
States blocked a joint statement
calling for an immediate ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas.

The meeting on Sunday came af-
ter the US reportedly twice blocked
over the last week resolutions that
would have condemned Israel’s
military response and called for a
ceasefire. Nearly 200 people, includ-
ing 58 children, have been killed in
the intense bombing of the besieged
enclave of two million people.

Israel has justified its bombing
campaign as a retaliation to rocket
attacks by Hamas fighters. But the
Gaza-based Hamas movement said
its actions were a response to the
Israeli policy of forced displace-
ment of Palestinians in occupied
East Jerusalem and the storm-
ing of Al-Agsa Mosque by Israeli
forces last week. Israel had missed
a Hamas deadline to withdraw its
forces from the mosque compound.

launched from Gaza since Monday.

US ambassador to the United
Nations, Linda Thomas-Green-
field, told the emergency meeting
that the US was “working tireless-
ly through diplomatic channels”
to stop the fighting.

“The United States has made
clear that we are prepared to
lend our support and good offices
should the parties seek a cease-
fire,” she said.

Still, no joint statement
emerged from the council, despite
negotiations lead by Norway, Chi-
na and Tunisia.

The US, China, France, Russia and
United Kingdom are all permanent
members of the security council,
giving them veto power over joint
statements. China had previously
called out the US as being the sole
dissenting voice on the issue.

On Monday, a senior Fatah offi-
cial told Al Jazeera that they were
disappointed with the US position.

“The positive and serious vibes
in the recent Biden’s call to Presi-
dent Abbas did not reflect them-
selves on the US position at the UN
Security Council last Tuesday,” Sa-
bri Saidam, Fatah Central Commit-

The latest round of inaction also
comes as US President Joe Biden
has given no signs of plans to step
up public pressure on Israel, in-
stead repeatedly stressing Israel’s
right to defend itself.

Critics, including members of
Biden’s party, have accused the
administration of whitewashing
Israeli strikes, which have killed at
least 198 Palestinians in Gaza and
wounded more than 1,000 others.

At least 10 Israelis, including two
children, have been killed by rockets

tee member, told Al Jazeera, refer-
encing the Saturday call between
Biden and Palestinian president.

“Deeds not words is what's
needed!” he added.

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres began Sunday’s
meeting with an appeal for a ceasefire.

“This senseless cycle of blood-
shed, terror and destruction must
stop immediately,” he said. “All
parties must respect international
humanitarian law and interna-
tional human rights law.”

"No Place For Professionals":
Congress On Virologist
Shahid Jameel's Resignation

Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The Congress hit out
at the Centre over the resignation
of noted virologist Shahid Jameel
from a national panel on genome
sequencing of coronavirus, alleg-
ing that there is no place for pro-
fessionals in this government.

The opposition party alleged
that the Prime Minister "Modi gov-
ernment's aversion for evidence-
based policy-making has pushed
India into the current crisis."

"The resignation of Dr Shahid
Jameel, one of India's best virolo-
gists, is really sad. Modi Sarkar
has no place for professionals
who can speak their mind freely
without fear or favour," senior
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
tweeted.

The resignation of Dr. Shahid
Jameel, one of India's best virolo-
gists, is really sad. Modi Sarkar
has no place for professionals
who can speak their mind freely
without fear or favour.https://t.
co/fnpDUdfeh4

— Jairam Ramesh (@]airam_
Ramesh) May 17, 2021

"How much longer will India
suffer due to their ignorance," the
party asked on its official Twitter
handle.

Congress spokesperson Man-
ish Tewari asked if Mr Jameel
quit on his own or was "forced to
quit".

Another Congress spokes-
person Jaiveer Shergill shared
a video of BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur citing the benefits of cow
urine in Covid times. "No wonder
top virologist Shahid Jameel has
quit Govt Covid Panel because BJP
Brigade believes in quack formu-
las rather than scientific facts," he
tweeted.

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
cited Mr Jameel quitting as head
of INSACOG to target the prime
minister. "INSACOG had warned
PM in early March about the dan-
gerous Indian mutant but govt
paid no heed. Jameel has frankly
said that govt didn't take science
into account. We're paying for
Modi's scientific illiteracy,” he
said on Twitter.

Days after pointing out that
scientists are facing "stubborn
resistance to evidence-based
policymaking”, Mr Jameel quit
as the head of INSACOG, a central
government panel that conducts
genome sequencing of coronavi-
rus. An official said the virologist
did not give any reason for his
decision.

: UK Reopens For Business

Agenceis

London: Friends will hug, pints will
be pulled and swathes of the British
economy will reopen on Monday
giving 65 million people a measure
of freedom after the gloom of a four-
month COVID-19 lockdown.

Most of the British will be free
once again to hug, albeit cautiously,
drink a pint in their pub, sit down
to an indoor meal or visit the cin-
ema after a series of lockdowns that
imposed the strictest restrictions in
peacetime history.

The biggest public health crisis in a
century was accompanied by a dras-
tic extension of state power; during
England's lockdowns police broke

A

Free At Last To Hug And
Wi

up parties and protests alike, shut
down religious services and handed
out fines of up to 10,000 pounds
($14,000) to youngsters for partying.

As freedom beckons once more,
there is excitement.
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Gaza Pummelled By
Fresh Israeli Strikes, More

Agenceis

alestinian Health Ministry
Psays 200 people have been

killed so far, including 59 chil-
dren since the start of Israel's attack
on blockaded Gaza.

Israel has launched dozens of air
strikes in besieged Gaza, targeting
agricultural fields, streets and infra-
structure in the Palestinian enclave
in the latest wave of its aggression
that has spilt into a second week.

At least three Palestinians were
killed by an Israeli air strike on a car
in Gaza on Monday, medics said.

Another Palestinian was killed in
an aerial attack on the town of Ja-
balya, they said.

Israel's air strikes have killed
200 people since the late hours of
May 10, including 59 children, with
another 1,300 people wounded, ac-
cording to Gaza Health Ministry.
Rocket attacks in Israel have killed
10 people, including one child.

Gaza Mayor Yahya Sarraj told Al
Jazeera TV that the air strikes had
caused extensive damage to roads
and other infrastructure.

"If the aggression continues
we expect conditions to become
worse," he said.

He also warned that the territory
was running low on fuel and other
spare parts. The UN has warned
that Gaza's sole power station is
at risk of running out of fuel. The
territory already experiences daily
power outages of 8 to 12 hours and
tap water is undrinkable.

Electricity and water cuts are be-
ing experienced in areas near the

Than 200 D

e

targeted areas, witnesses added.

Israeli warships deployed in the
sea also launched a scathing on
Gaza's coast.

"My children couldn't sleep all
night even after the wave of inten-
sive bombing stopped,” said Umm
Naeem, 50, a mother of five, as she
shopped for bread in Gaza City after
the latest Israeli air strikes.

"What is happening to us is too
much, but Jerusalem deserves all
the sacrifices.”

Israel said its air strikes killed a
senior Palestinian commander.

Meanwhile, Palestinian political
party Hamas said its military wing
retaliated to the Israeli attacks, fir-
ing rockets on the cities of Beershe-
ba and Ashkelon, and also targeting
some settlement areas.

In the Israeli air assault early on
Sunday that killed 42 people, families
were buried under piles of cement
rubble and twisted rebar. A yellow ca-
nary bird lay crushed on the ground.

Shards of glass and debris-cov-
ered streets blocks away from the
major downtown thoroughfare
where the three buildings were
hit over the course of five minutes
around 1 am local time.

The hostilities have repeatedly
escalated over the past week, mark-
ing the worst attacks on the territory
since the devastating attacks of 2014.

"l have not seen this level of
destruction through my 14 years
of work," said Samir al Khatib, an
emergency rescue official in Gaza.
"Not even in the 2014 war."

Rescuers furiously dug through
the rubble using excavators and

In A Week

bulldozers amid clouds of heavy
dust. One shouted, "Can you hear
me?," into a hole.

Minutes later, first responders
pulled a survivor out.

World concern had already
deepened after Israel's air strike de-
stroyed several homes on Sunday.

Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad
al Maliki said more than 10,000 civil-
ians have been displaced in Gaza due
to Israeli attacks, at an extraordinary
meeting of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) on Sunday.

"Ongoing barbaric bombard-
ments on Gaza has led to the dis-
placement of more than 10,000
Palestinian citizens and the de-
struction of hundreds of homes
across the region," he said.

In New York, UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres told the Security Coun-
cil that fighting in Israel and Gaza were
"utterly appalling” and called for an im-
mediate end to fighting. However, the
top UN body's open debate on the ten-
sions amid the Israel's attacks in Gaza
ended with no concrete outcome

This third session of the UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC) this week
came after the US's two moves to
block a joint statement that would
condemn Israel for the violence and
call for a ceasefire.

Netanyahu defends bombing of
media offices

On "Face the Nation" programme
on US network CBS, Netanyahu de-
fended another Israeli air strike a
day earlier that destroyed a 12-sto-
rey building where the Associated
Press and the Al Jazeera TV network
had offices.

Hamas Leader: Iran Among Front-Runners
In Championing Palestinian Cause

Agenceis

e head of the political bureau

I of the Palestinian resistance

movement Hamas has offered

his warm gratitude to Iran, saying the

Islamic Republic is one of the front-

runners in championing the cause of
Palestine and Jerusalem al-Quds.

“Through your Excellency, I
would like to send my regards to
the Leader and the people of Iran
and emphasize that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is one of the leading
countries in supporting the cause of
Palestine and Holy al-Quds,” Ismail
Haniyeh said in a phone call with
Ali Akbar Velayati, a senior advisor
to Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

Haniyeh pointed out that an
extensive battle is ongoing for the
liberation of al-Quds and said resis-
tance is a symbol of sacredness and
purity which has unified all Pales-
tinians to support al-Quds and al-
Aqgsa Mosque.

“We ask God to make Islam and
Muslims victorious both in Pales-
tine and in [ran,” he added.

Velayati also thanked Palestin-
ians for their struggle, courage,
prudence and perseverance in the
face of Israeli crimes, voicing hope
that a meeting will be held in Iran
soon after the Palestinians’ victory.

“The honorable people of Pales-

"l shall be hugging literally ev-
eryone [ can get my hands on," Brit-
ish actress Joanna Lumley told The
Telegraph newspaper. "I shall snatch
babies from their mothers, and lean
over zimmer frames."

tine have resisted the crimes of the
occupying Zionist regime for more
than a quarter of a century. They
have fought and offered martyrs to
show that they are the flag-bearers
of the Islamic awakening,” said
Velayati, who is also the secretary
general of the World Assembly of
Islamic Awakening.

On Sunday, Velayati told Ziyad
al-Nakhalah, the secretary-general
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad,
that Iran will continue to fully sup-
port Palestine against the Israeli
regime’s atrocities.

He predicted that the divine
promise on the liberation of all oc-
cupied Palestinian lands and Jeru-
salem al-Quds will come true.

Nakhalah, for his part, hailed
Ayatollah Khamenei’s brave stance
on the Palestinian issue and said no
other country has adopted such a
position.

Tehran: ‘Legitimate resistance’
only way to fight Israeli occupation

[ran’s Foreign Ministry issued a
statement, strongly condemning
Israel’s incessant aerial bombard-
ment of the Gaza Strip, which en-
tered its second week on Monday,
saying the attacks are a blatant vio-
lation of human rights, humanitar-
ian law and international law.

“Regrettably, due to the dis-
graceful support of some Western
states, we see that the aggression

"I shall hug girls at the till, the
picture framer, and lads playing foo-
tie in the park. Much later obviously
[ shall be hugging police personnel
as I am charged at the station. Hug-
ger-mugger, that's me."

Beside the euphoria, though,
there is also anxiety.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who
before he imposed three national lock-
downs had railed against the "nanny"
tendencies of the British state, ad-
vised people to cuddle cautiously and
served notice that the spread of the
coronavirus variant first identified in
India meant that the final UK reopen-
ing in June could be delayed.

"Together we have reached an-
other milestone in our roadmap out

of the Zionist regime has intensi-
fied, and therefore, the Palestinian
people, who are fighting to regain
all their rights, have an inherent
and natural right to defend them-
selves,” Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh said at the
beginning of his weekly press con-
ference on Monday.

Khatibzadeh said “legitimate
resistance” is the only way to
counter the aggression and occu-
pation of the Israeli regime until
the steadfast nation of Palestine
achieves all its rights and exercises
its sovereignty over the entire land
of Palestine.

He underlined that safeguarding
Palestine’s rights is not an “Arab-Is-
lamic” issue, and urged the interna-
tional community to join hands with
Islamic and freedom-seeking coun-
tries to stand by the brave people of
Palestine against Israeli violence.

“We also call on nations, organi-
zations and Islamic governments,
especially the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC), to stand in
a united front with the oppressed
and defenseless people of Palestine
against the blatant aggression and
terrorist acts of the Zionist regime’s
army,” he said.

The spokesman further said Isra-
el’s criminal activities must be rec-
ognized in the world as “genocide”
and “crime against humanity”.

of lockdown, but we must take this
next step with a heavy dose of cau-
tion,” Johnson said in a statement.

There is growing concern about
variant B.1.617.2 which British sci-
entific advisers say will become
the dominant variant in the United
Kingdom and which is more trans-
missible than B.1.1.7 (the variant
first identified in Kent, England).

Broadly, from Monday in England
gatherings of up to 30 people will be
allowed outdoors, two families will
be allowed to meet indoors; cafes,
bars and restaurants will reopen for
indoor service; care home residents
will be allowed to have five visitors;
and face coverings will no longer be
compulsory in schools.

Saudi Arabia Lifts
Travel Ban On Citizens

Agenceis

RIYADH: There was excitement
but no crowds early on Monday
morning at Riyadh's international
airport as Saudi Arabia lifted a ban
on citizens travelling out of the
Gulf state without prior permis-
sion from authorities.

Saudi nationals who have re-
ceived at least one COVID-19
vaccination shot a minimum two
weeks prior to travel, those who
have recovered from the corona-
virus disease within the last six
months, and those under 18 will
be allowed to travel for the first
time since March 2020.

"It's a great feeling, thank God,
we are happy, especially after the
difficult period we and the entire
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world have suffered,” said Bandar
Al Nawash, a passenger waiting in
the departure lounge of King Kha-
lid International Airport.

Fellow national Faisal Al Ta-
mimi said he had expected large
crowds at the airport, but there

were only a few travellers early on
Monday after the suspension was
lifted at 1 a.m. local time.

"[ think people are worried about
the coronavirus variants such as the
one in India, and new developments
in some countries," Al Tamimi said.

There are 13 countries Saudi
nationals are still banned from
visiting without prior permission,
whether through direct or indirect
flights due to COVID-19 risks.

Saudi Arabia, with a popula-
tion of some 30 million, reported
825 new coronavirus infections
on Sunday, taking total caseload
t0 433,094, including 7,162 deaths.

Authorities said on Sunday
more than 11.5 million vaccines
had been administered in the Gulf
Arab state so far.
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"Thank God ... today we can
travel whether for tourism or for
business. God willing this pan-
demic will be over and everyone
will be able to travel," said Jaber
Al Mahadi, another traveller at the
airport on Monday morning.

'l Drink Cow Urine Every Day,
So Don't Have Covid': BJP MP

hopal BJP MP Pragya Singh
BThakur has said cow urine ex-

tract offers protection against
lung infections and coronavirus.

"'Gau-mutra ark' (cow urine ex-
tract) of a desi cow keeps us away
from lung infection. I am in a lot
of trouble (health issues) but I take
the 'gaumutra ark' every day. After
this, [ am not supposed to take any
other medicine for coronavirus.
I am not affected by coronavirus
infection.

"I believe God will keep me pro-
tected as [ am using this medicine
of 'gaumutra ark’," the Bhopal MP
said while addressing a function in
Bairagarh area of Bhopal to dedi-
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cate oxygen concentrators on Sun-
day evening. She said cow urine is
like a "life-saving" medicine.

In April, a Madhya Pradesh
Congress leader had announced a
reward of Rs 10,000 for anybody
who spots Thakur in public alleg-
ing that she was "missing" from
the scene when the people need
her help as an MP.

During her speech, Thakur
said she has been helping people
"without publicity” in the second
wave of coronavirus pandemic.

Various statements of Thakur,
an accused in the 2008 Malegaon
bomb blast case, have sparked
controversies in the past.

Bill Gates Quit Board As
Microsoft Investigated His
Affair With Employee

icrosoft Corp. conducted
an investigation into co-
founder Bill Gates's involve-

ment with an employee almost two
decades ago after it was informed in
2019 of his attempt to start a roman-
tic relationship with that person.

The board reviewed the matter
and held a "thorough investigation™
with the help of an external law firm,
the software giant said. It didn't reach
a conclusion to the probe because
Gates had stepped down before it
was completed, Microsoft said.

"Microsoft received a concern in
the latter half of 2019 that Bill Gates
sought to initiate an intimate rela-
tionship with a company employee
in the year 2000," Microsoft said in
a statement. "A committee of the
Board reviewed the concern, aided
by an outside law firm, to conduct
a thorough investigation. Through-
out the investigation, Microsoft
provided extensive support to the
employee who raised the concern.”

Dow Jones earlier reported that
Microsoft's directors found Gates'
involvement with the female em-
ployee to be inappropriate and
decided last year that he had to
step down from the board, citing
people familiar with the matter who
weren't identified.

Microsoft didn't provide further
details on the investigation.

The billionaire said in March last
year that he was stepping down
from the board to devote more
time to philanthropy. Gates hasn't
been active in a day-to-day role
since 2008, Microsoft said at that
time. Gates co-founded the soft-
ware company in 1975 and served

asits CEO until 2000, the same year
his foundation was started, and
was chairman until February 2014.

A spokeswoman for Gates said
his decision to leave the board has
nothing to do with the romantic
involvement with an employee.

"There was an affair almost 20
years ago which ended amicably,"
she said, adding that his "decision
to transition off the board was in
no way related to this matter."

The belated investigation into
the affair came at a time that was
marked by a groundswell of discus-
sion at Microsoft about the treat-
ment of women and Me-Too con-
versations in the broader industry.
Since 2000, Microsoft had also put
in place processes for investigat-
ing allegations and overhauled
them with the goal of making them
stronger, the company said.

Intel Corp. Chief Executive Of-
ficer Brian Krzanich resigned after
the board was informed that he
had had a consensual relationship
with a subordinate, even though
that relationship had ended years
before and predated his appoint-
ment to the top job at the compa-
ny. The board conducted investi-
gations internally and via external
counsel to confirm the violation of
the company's policies and made
the announcement June 2018.

Gates and Melinda French
Gates announced their divorce
earlier this month after 27 years of
marriage. Several reports, includ-
ing those that emerged over the
weekend, said she had raised con-
cerns over his dealings with con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.




