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AMID LOCKDOWN, SRINAGAR 
WITNESSES TRAFFIC SNARLS

FATAL AMBITION 
Now that the BJP has suffered a debacle in 
the West Bengal elections and is unable to 
form a government in the state, here are a 
few questions to ponder over. Were all the 
election rallies that led to a huge spike in 
corona cases, and even led to the death... 

Amid ongoing lockdown in view of the spike in Corona 
cases across Jammu and Kashmir, the roads in capital city 
Srinagar and other adjacent areas on Monday witnessed 

Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK) Monday said that pregnant 
women should also be vaccinated on priority basis for Covid-19 as 
expecting mothers are now considered a high risk group....
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PREGNANT WOMEN MORE AFFECTED BY 
SECOND WAVE OF COVID-19: DAK 
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Every blessing that you 
are not grateful for will 

be taken away from you. 
—Hazrat Ali

Widom

Indo-Pak Troops 
Trade Fire
JAMMU: Pakistani Rangers violated 
the ceasefire by opening fire along the 
International Border (IB) in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Samba district on 
Monday, a senior BSF officer said.
A BSF spokesman said this is first-ever 
ceasefire violation by Pakistan along 
the IB after the two countries signed 
a fresh agreement to maintain calm 
along the border  More On P6

LG Greets Journalists 
On Press Freedom Day
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha on 
Monday greeted journalists on the oc-
casion of World Press Freedom Day.
 The official Twitter handle of the 
Office of J&K LG quoted LG as saying 
that the media acts as a strong bridge 
between the government and people.
“On the occasion of ‘World Press Free-
dom Day, I extend my warm wishes to 
the journalist’s fraternity. The media 
plays a catalytic  More On P6

Moving Train Mows 
Down Labourer
SRINAGAR: A labourer was crushed to 
death on Monday after being hit by a 
running train in Kakpora area of south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
32-year-old Iqbal Majid Dar of Vailoo 
Kokernag was killed when a running 
train mowed him down near ’44 point’ 
in Kakapora on Monday, reports said. 
Dar, who was working as a labourer 
with IRCON, died on the spot.
His body was handed over to his fam-
ily after completion  More On P6

Driver Killed After 
Tractor Overturns
SRINAGAR: A tractor driver died on 
Monday after his vehicle overturned 
in Trehgam area of north Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district. Jahangir Ahmad 
Malik (32) was critically injured on 
Monday when the tractor (JK-09A 
3302) he was driving skidded off the 
road and overturned in Hayan (B) 
locality of Trehgam, reports said. The 
injured man was immediately evacu-
ated to sub-district hospital Kupwara. 
However, he  More On P6
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Why Wrong Treatments 
Are Still Being Used?
1.	 1. Patients and doctors  

psychologically feel 
better

2.	 Ppl falsely attribute their 
INCIDENTAL RECOVERY 
to these meds

3.	 Lack of education

Add Azithromycin, Favipiravir 
and plasma to the list below 
and know: these drugs DON’T 
work

Testing negative on RT PCR / 
RAT does not mean no Covid.

Please isolate yourself if you 
are having any symptoms 
and talk to a doctor.

If possible check your 
oxygen saturation in case of 
other symptoms.

J&K Hits New Grim Record 
Of 51 Deaths In 1 Day
3733 More Test Positive for Covid-19

LG For Speedy Vaccination, 
Contract Tracing

Oxygen Supply And Demand To Be Audited

The Union Territory administration on Monday directed constitution 
of divisional level teams to conduct the audit of oxygen demand 
within two days and specify the requirement to meet the needs of 

patients in Covid and non facilities, besides private and army hospitals.
Chairing a maiden meeting of the COVID Apex Management Group to 
review the rapidly evolving COVID-19 situation and accordingly calibrate 
strategies for its control and mitigation, the  More On P6

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported on Monday 51 corona-
virus related deaths, the highest 
single day fatalities so far, even 
as 3733 more people across the 
Union Territory tested positive 
for the deadly infection during 

the last 24 hours.
Among the victims, officials 

said, thirty five were residents 
of Jammu division and the re-
maining 16 hailed from differ-
ent parts of the Valley. Most 
of the victims who died of 
Covid-19 in Valley were resi-
dents of Srinagar city.

Among others, the victims 
included a 55-year-old man 
from Sanat Nagar, who died at 
JVC hospital, a day after he was 
admitted at the one of the fa-
cilities for the management of 
the covid-19 patients. Besides 
him, an 80-year-old man from 
Rawalpora was  More On P6

3 Govt Officials Sacked For ‘Anti-State’ Activities

Mehbooba, 
Bukhari Slam 
Sacking Spree

J&K Likely To 
Receive Rainfall 
From Today: MeT
Agencies

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir will witness anoth-
er spell of isolated rainfall 
from Tuesday leading to the 
increase in precipitation in 
the coming days, the weath-
er department said Monday.

 “Light to moderate rain/
thundershower is expected 
at scattered to fairly wide-
spread places during May 5 
(afternoon) to 8. There’s no 
forecast of any major rainfall 
till next 10 days,” a MeT of-
ficial said.

The weather system may 
lead to temporary disruption 
of traffic on Banihal-Ramban 
area mainly during May 6-8, 
the official said.

The weather department 
has also issued ‘yellow warn-
ing for  More On P6

BJP Leader Faces 
Heat for Slamming 
Union Minister
Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Senior Jammu and 
Kashmir BJP leader and for-
mer MLC Vikram Randhawa 
got a show cause notice by 
the party’s disciplinary com-
mittee; hours after he levelled 
corruption charges against 
union minister Jitendra Singh.

Randhawa has been asked 
to reply within two days 
along with any evidence to 
prove his claim.

Randhawa, who is the presi-
dent of Stone Crusher Owners 
Association, levelled seri-
ous allegations of corruption 
against Singh’s office in Jammu 
over the issue of mining policy 
and also threatened to immo-
late himself next week.

Singh’s office in Jammu 
had also taken serious note 
of the allegations and set a 
deadline for  More On P6

Dr Syed Riyaz Ahmad,
Emergency Medicine, Sheikh 
Khalifa General Hospital, UAE

It seems clinical inertia among 
physicians treating Covid pa-
tients in Kashmir is a contribu-
tory factor to rate of decline in 
recovery of such patients.

No defined and unified 
treatment protocols exist in 
hospitals and every physician 
is trying to treat by his own 
understanding of medicine, 
which is wrong practice and 
is not evidence based. Since 
Covid-19 is new medical entity 
with evolving knowledge there 
is no tailored management. 
However evidence based 
guidelines will definitely help 
and minimise harm.

If unified protocols are 
devised by responsible 
physicians at higher level and 
ensure strict trickle down 
mechanism, the rate of decline 
will definitely be checked.

Clinical inertia and lack of 
confidence in decision making 
among treating physicians is 
definitely contributing to this 
decline.

Observer News Service

As Jammu and Kashmir 
struggles to contain the 
spread of deadly corona-

virus infection, the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha on Monday 

called for speeding up the vac-
cination drive, besides intensifying 
testing and contacts tracing across 
the Union Territory. Chairing a 
meeting with Deputy Commission-
ers and Superintendents of Police 
from across the UT,  More On P6

Normal life in Jammu and Kashmir remained crippled for the fourth consecutive day Monday in wake of a lockdown imposed by the administration to combat the spread of 
coronavirus. According to the reports, all shops, financial establishments, petrol pumps remained closed while traffic was off the roads due to strict restrictions imposed 
by the administration to stop the surge of coronavirus. CRPF troopers and policemen enforced Corona curfew and prevented people from venturing out of their houses, 

reports said. Here in Srinagar, hundreds of CRPF men and cops guarded the deserted streets, lanes and by lanes to prevent people from breaching Covid-19 imposed restrictions. 
Lal Chowk, the commercial hub of the city was out of bounds for civilians after all the roads leading to the city centre were blocked with barricades and concertina wire. Many roads 
leading to the Old City were also blocked by the forces with razor wire. Forces had also sealed off all roads, lanes and bylanes in several parts of the  More On P6

People's Democratic Party (PDP) President Mehbooba Mufti and her political opponent Syed 
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari of J&K Apni Party on Monday criticised the government for sack-
ing a government employee on alleged charges of his anti-national activities. PDP president 
Mehbooba said that government has misplaced priorities during the pandemic. She also 
posted a three-day-old letter of the General Administration Department  More On P6

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Three government 
officials including an assistant 
professor were dismissed from 
service over alleged anti-state 
activities in Jammu 
and Kashmir, draw-
ing strong criticism 
from PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti 
who said the govern-
ment has "misplaced 
priorities" during the 
pandemic.

It's the first such ac-
tion after the administra-
tion formed a committee last 

month that is empowered to 
look into allegations of involve-
ment in anti-state activities 
against government employ-
ees and recom-

mend dismissal.
The separate orders against 

Assistant Professor, Geography, 
Government Degree College, 

Women, Udhampur, Abdul 
Bari Naik, Naib Tehsildar, 
Pulwama II, Nazir Ahmad Wani 

and Teacher Government 
Middle School, Kralpora 
(Kupwara) Idrees Jan 
were uploaded by the 
General Administration 
Department (GAD) 
on its website on 
Monday. According to 
the identical orders, 

the dismissal of the 
three officials was directed by 
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha on 
April 30 under sub-clause (c) 
of the proviso to clause (2) of 
Article 311 of  More On P6

‘Please Save My Father’: Cries For ICU Beds Grow Louder
Auqib Javeed

One of the rattling visuals of 
the second wave of Covid 
in Kashmir came on the 

night of April 29 when a video of 
a young man pleading the SKIMS 
authorities to shift his father 
“struggling to breath” to critical 
ward went viral on social media.

The young man along with 
his sister cried and begged for 
help—“Please save my father”—
until a social-media storm fi-
nally reached the ears of SKIMS 
officials and patient Mohammad 
Maqbool Wani of Srinagar’s 
Baghi Mehtab area was shifted 
to ICU (Intensive Care Unit) bed.

“ICU bed is basically for 

complete monitoring of a sick pa-
tient. It doesn’t mean only ventila-
tor, it means everything including 
a ventilator,” Dr Nisarul Hassan, 
an influenza expert, told Kashmir 
Observer. “Most of the Covid-19 
patients can’t be on regular beds 
and need complete monitoring 
which is possible only in ICU.”

However, hours after shifting 
to the ICU bed, Wani breathed 
his last.

“He could’ve been saved if 
shifted to ICU earlier,” Waqar, 
the deceased person’s son, told 
Kashmir Observer.

As no ICU was vacant in the 
hospital that night, some atten-
dants present in the ward said 
the medical staff was so helpless 

that “they were literally waiting 
for any patient on ICU bed to 

die” so that the deceased man 
could’ve been shifted there.

“What can we do,” a doctor 
expressing his helplessness told 

Kashmir Observer. “We don’t 
have any beds available at ICU.”

Amid this critical care crisis, 
Wani’s condition deteriorated 
and his oxygen level dipped to 40.

“The patient’s condition 
panicked us all,” said Junaid 
Ahmad, an attendant whose fa-
ther was in the same ward.“We 
requested the authorities and 
doctors to shift the patient first 
to ICU. However, there was no 
response. The patient eventually 
died at 5:30 AM on April30.”

This incident happened hours 
after the government claimed 
that Jammu and Kashmir is one 
of the best places managing the 
current Covid situation.

Claiming there was no short-
age of lifesaving drugs or medi-
cal oxygen in  More On P6
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Study: Post-pandemic world will demand extra care
Agencies

A 
team of scientists at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo found that 
designing smaller, more home-
like spaces would minimize the 

spread of viruses while promoting better 
health and quality of life for residents in 
the post-pandemic world.

Protecting long-term care residents from 
outbreaks requires different infrastructure, 
proper staffing conditions and a culture of 
quality assurance, researchers found.

"Community outbreaks and lack of 
personal protective equipment were the 
primary drivers of outbreak occurrence 
in long-term care homes, and the built en-
vironment was the major determinant of 
outbreak severity," said George Heckman, 
a professor in Waterloo's School of Public 
Health and Health Systems and Schlegel 
Research Chair in Geriatric Medicine 
with the Research Institute for Aging.

"We need to distinguish between 
small-scale living and small-scale housing, 
using architectural features to create un-
crowded and home-like spaces - but within 
a sufficiently resilient infrastructure to 
avoid critical staff shortages such as those 
experienced by some very small homes in 

Italy and the United States."
In the U.S., data from geospatial analy-

sis and cellphone tracking showed that 
outbreaks were more likely when staff 
commuted from neighbourhoods with high 
viral circulation, and in large homes with 
more staff traffic. The researchers said that 
in the case of Ontario, simulations found 
that 31 per cent of infections and 31 per cent 
of deaths could have been prevented if all 
Ontario long-term care residents had had 
single rooms. However, 30,000 new private 
rooms would have been needed.

"Policymakers need to reimagine long-
term care infrastructure in a post-pan-
demic world, keeping in mind that smaller 
homes support better resident outcomes 
and are more resilient against infectious 
outbreaks," Heckman said. "New large-
scale long-term care home developments 
should be strongly discouraged."

Other factors that would improve resi-
dent well-being and curb the spread of vi-
ral infections include a dedicated infection 
control officer in all long-term care homes, 
proper staffing conditions and high-quali-
ty assurance frameworks.

Hong Kong, for example, learned from 
the 2003 SARS outbreak and implemented 
several policies that led to success when it 

came to COVID-19.
They developed guidelines for the pre-

vention of communicable diseases in long-
term care, including that all homes have 
an infection control officer, conduct an-
nual outbreak drills and have a permanent 
stockpile of personal protective equipment 
and establish visitation rules that address 
hygiene and PPE use.

In addition to robust infection control 
and communication technologies used in 
Hong Kong, Heckman believes full-time 
positions, paid sick leave and mental 
health and well-being support for staff 
would make a big difference.

The Hong Kong experience underscores 
the critical importance of learning health 
systems, of which a culture of quality as-
surance is an intrinsic component. Ontario, 
and most Canadian provinces, already have 
the required information infrastructure to 
achieve a learning health system.

Based on standardized international 
Resident Assessment Instrument systems, 
developed by an international consortium 
of which Waterloo is a principal leader, 
their use by communities of practice has 
led to reductions in inappropriate antipsy-
chotic use and better health outcomes for 
long-term care residents.  

Study links fish oil 
supplements with 
heart rhythm disorder
Agencies

A
ccording to a new analysis by the European So-
ciety of Cardiology, omega-3 supplements are 
associated with an increased likelihood of de-
veloping atrial fibrillation in people with high 

blood lipids.
The findings were published in European Heart Jour-

nal - Cardiovascular Pharmacotherapy, a journal of the 
European Society of Cardiology (ESC).

Author of the study, Dr Salvatore Carbone of Virginia 
Commonwealth University, US said, "Currently, fish oil 
supplements are indicated for patients with elevated plas-
ma triglycerides to reduce cardiovascular risk."

"Due to the high prevalence of elevated triglycerides 
in the population, they can be commonly prescribed. Of 
note, low-dose omega-3 fatty acids are available over the 
counter, without the need for a prescription."

clinical trials have suggested that omega-3 fatty acids 
may be associated with an increased risk for atrial fibril-
lation, the most common heart rhythm disorder. People 
with the disorder have a five times greater likelihood of 
having a stroke.

These studies tested different formulations of ome-
ga-3 fatty acids at different doses. The authors, therefore, 
performed a comprehensive meta-analysis of randomised 
controlled trials to answer the question of whether fish 
oils were consistently related to a raised risk for atrial 
fibrillation.

The analysis included five randomised controlled tri-
als investigating the effects of omega-3 fatty acid supple-
mentation on cardiovascular outcomes.

Participants had elevated triglycerides and were ei-
ther at high risk for cardiovascular disease or had estab-
lished cardiovascular disease. A total of 50,277 patients 
received fish oils or placebo and were followed up for 
between 2 and 7.4 years. The dose of fish oils varied from 
0.84 g to 4 g per day.

The researchers found that omega-3 fatty acid supple-
mentation was associated with a significantly increased 
risk for atrial fibrillation compared to placebo with an in-
cidence rate ratio of 1.37 (95 per cent confidence interval 
1.22-1.54; p&lt;0.001).

Dr Carbone said, "Our study suggests that fish oil 
supplements are associated with a significantly greater 
risk of atrial fibrillation in patients at elevated cardiovas-
cular risk."

"Although one clinical trial indicated beneficial car-
diovascular effects of supplementation, the risk for atrial 
fibrillation should be considered when such agents are 
prescribed or purchased over the counter, especially in 
individuals susceptible to developing the heart rhythm 
disorder," Carbone added.

Here's how scrolling through 
your phone before bed disrupts sleep

Agencies

A 
recent study explores how 
scrolling through your 
mobile phone and its blue 
light makes it harder to fall 

asleep. It's widely believed that the 
emitted blue light from phones dis-
rupts melatonin secretion and sleep 
cycles. To reduce this blue light 
emission and the strain on the eyes, 
Apple introduced an iOS feature 
called Night Shift in 2016; a feature 
that adjusts the screen's colours to 
warmer hues after sunset.

Android phones soon followed 
with a similar option, and now most 
smartphones have some sort of 
night-mode function that claims to 
help users sleep better.

Until recently, claims of better 
sleep due to Night Shift have been 
theoretical. However, a new study 
from Brigham Young University 
(BYU) published in the journal Sleep 
Health, challenges the premise made 
by phone manufacturers and found 
that the Night Shift functionality 
does not actually improve sleep.

To test the theory, BYU psy-
chology professor Chad Jensen and 
researchers from the Cincinnati 
Children's Hospital Medical Center 
compared the sleep outcomes of in-
dividuals in three categories: those 
who used their phone at night with 

the Night Shift function turned on, 
those who used their phone at night 
without Night Shift and those who 
did not use a smartphone before bed 
at all.

"In the whole sample, there 
were no differences across the three 
groups," Jensen said. "Night Shift 
is not superior to using your phone 
without Night Shift or even using no 
phone at all."

The study included 167 emerg-
ing adults ages 18 to 24 who use cell 
phones daily. They were asked to 
spend at least eight hours in bed and 
wore an accelerometer on their wrist 
to record their sleep activity. Individ-

uals who were assigned to use their 
smartphone also had an app installed 
to monitor their phone use.

The measured sleep outcomes 
included total sleep duration, sleep 
quality, wake after sleep onset and 
the time it took to fall asleep.

After not finding significant dif-
ferences in sleep outcomes across 
the three categories, the researchers 
split the sample into two separate 
groups: one which averaged about 
seven hours of sleep and another that 
slept less than six hours each night.

The group that got seven hours 
of sleep, which is closer to the recom-
mended eight to nine hours a night, 

saw a slight difference in sleep qual-
ity based on phone usage. The indi-
viduals who did not use a phone be-
fore bed experienced superior sleep 
quality relative to both those with 
normal phone use and those using 
Night Shift.

Within the six-hour group, 
which had the least amount of sleep, 
there were no differences in sleep 
outcomes based on whether the par-
ticipants used Night Shift or not.

"This suggests that when you are 
super tired you fall asleep no matter 
what you did just before bed," ex-
plained Jensen. "The sleep pressure 
is so high there is really no effect of 
what happens before bedtime."

The results suggest that it is not 
blue light alone that creates difficul-
ty falling or staying asleep. The psy-
chological engagement experienced 
when texting, scrolling and posting 
are also important factors that affect 
sleep outcomes.

"While there is a lot of evidence 
suggesting that blue light increases 
alertness and makes it more difficult 
to fall asleep, it is important to think 
about what portion of that stimula-
tion is light emission versus other 
cognitive and psychological stimula-
tions," said Jensen.

Night Shift may make your 
screen darker, but Night Shift alone 
will not help you fall or stay asleep.

Study examines association between 
lifestyle patterns, BMI in early childhood

Agencies

I
n the first of its kind study, re-
searchers used multi-trajectory 
modelling to examine the lon-
gitudinal relationship between 

concurrent changes in lifestyle pat-
terns and BMI z scores in early child-
hood. The study was published on-
line in Obesity, The Obesity Society's 
(TOS) flagship journal.

"The findings will inform early 
childhood obesity prevention in-
tervention and policy, and will be 
of great interest to pediatricians, 
researchers, policymakers and 
the general public," said Miaobing 
Zheng of the Institute for Physical 
Activity and Nutrition, School of 
Exercise and Nutrition Sciences, 
Deakin University, in Geelong, Aus-
tralia. Zheng is the corresponding 
author of the study.

Experts explain that longitudinal 
studies investigating the association 
between lifestyle patterns and obe-
sity in children are scarce. An asso-
ciation between a healthy lifestyle 
pattern and lower obesity risk has, 
however, been previously reported in 
a few cross-sectional studies.

In the present study, the co-oc-
currence of stable healthy lifestyle 
patterns along with a concurrent 
normal BMI z score trajectory of one 
unit from 18 to 60 months in about 
half of the children provides new lon-
gitudinal evidence supporting that 
children with healthy lifestyles were 
more likely to concurrently have nor-

mal BMI z score development.
Data of 439 children were used 

from the Melbourne Feeding Activ-
ity and Nutrition Trial (InFANT) 
program. This longitudinal cohort 
of children commenced in 2008 as 
a 15-month parent-focused cluster 
randomized controlled trial aiming 
to reduce obesity risk behaviours 
in children until 18 months. Addi-
tional follow-ups without interven-
tions occurred for children aged 
42 and 60 months. Multi-trajectory 
modelling identified groups of chil-
dren following similar lifestyle pat-
terns and BMI z score trajectories 
and multi-nomial logistic regres-
sion assessed the determinants of 
the trajectory groups.

Three trajectory groups of child 

lifestyle patterns and BMI z scores 
were identified and distinguished, 
showing a mixture of healthy and 
unhealthy lifestyle behaviours and 
BMI z scores. Compared to Groups 
1 "Unhealthy lifestyle pattern, 
Low BMI z" and 3 "Unhealthy life-
style pattern, High BMI z", Group 2 
"Healthy lifestyle pattern, Mid BMI 
z" revealed the most distinctive tra-
jectories across lifestyle patterns 
and BMI z scores.

Group 2 comprised nearly 53 per 
cent of children and followed a stable 
and low trajectory for an unhealthy 
lifestyle pattern characterized by en-
ergy-dense and nutrient-poor discre-
tionary food consumption and tele-
vision viewing time and a high and 
rising trajectory for a healthy life-

style pattern of fruit and vegetable in-
takes and time outdoors, along with a 
mean BMI z score of 1 unit over time.

Groups 1 and 3 shared similar 
high trajectories for an unhealthy 
lifestyle pattern of discretionary food 
consumption and television view-
ing time, and low trajectories for a 
healthy lifestyle pattern of fruit and 
vegetable intakes and time outdoors. 
The two groups however differed in 
BMI z score trajectories, showing 
stable patterns but at mean scores of 
0 and 2 units, respectively. Child sex, 
breastfeeding duration and maternal 
physical activity were not associated 
with the identified trajectory groups.

The study's authors note that 
the co-occurrence of stable lifestyle 
patterns and BMI z score trajecto-
ries in early childhood highlight 
the importance of initiating life-
style obesity prevention early in 
life, and such interventions could 
target both children and the moth-
er. A multi-behaviour approach to 
simultaneously target healthy diet, 
physical activity and sedentary be-
haviours could be adapted.

"Young children learn by imitat-
ing that which they see daily. There 
is no doubt that children copy the 
behaviours observed in the presence 
of parents: healthy and unhealthy," 
said Liliana Aguayo, PhD, MPH, a 
childhood obesity expert, TOS mem-
ber and research assistant profes-
sor from the Hubert Department of 
Global Health at Emory University 
in Atlanta, Gaeorgia.

Participants had elevated 
triglycerides and were either 
at high risk for cardiovascular 
disease or had established 
cardiovascular disease. A total 
of 50,277 patients received fish 
oils or placebo and were fol-
lowed up for between 2 and 7.4 
years. The dose of fish oils var-
ied from 0.84 g to 4 g per day.
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
	 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS
•	 Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (open)

This Day in History
•	 1471-Wars of the Roses: Battle of Tewkesbury- 

final battle between Lancaster and York sees the 
Prince of Wales, Edward of Westminster killed 
and King Edward IV restored to his crown thus 
extinguishing the Lancastrian of Plantagenet line

•	 1493- Spanish Pope Alexander VI divides 
America between Spain & Portugal

•	 1540-Venice & Turkey sign Treaty of Constantinople
•	 1776- Rhode Island declares independence from Britain
•	 1799- Fourth Anglo-Mysore War: The Battle of 

Seringapatam: The siege of Seringapatam ends 
when the city is assaulted and the Tipu Sultan killed 
by the besieging British army, under the command 
of General George Harris.

•	 1814- Bourbon reign restored in France
•	 1818- Netherlands & Britain sign treaty against 

illegal slave handling
•	 1869- The Naval Battle of Hakodate takes 

place in Japan.
•	 1878- Phonograph shown for 1st time at Grand 

Opera House
•	 1888-Italy & Spain sign military covenant
•	 1912- Italian mariners occupy Turkish Island of Rhodes
•	 1915- Italy drops Triple Alliance with Austria-

Hungary & Germany
•	 1916- At request of US, Germany curtails its 

submarine warfare
•	 1924- German Republic election fascists & 

communists win
•	 1925- League of Nations conference on arms 

control & poison gas usage
•	 1931- Mustafa Kemal Pasja becomes Turkish 

president
•	 1942- Battle of Coral Sea begins in the Pacific 

(1st sea battle fought solely in air) between 
Japanese, US and Australian navies and air forces

•	 1945- German troops in Netherlands, Denmark 
& Norway surrender

•	 1960-1st great Delta dam closes, North-South 
Beveland

•	 1961- 1st on-the-road Spacemobile lecture given.
•	 1962- US performs atmospheric nuclear test at 

Christmas Island
•	 1964- 70 GATT-countries confer in Geneva
•	 1967-Lunar Orbiter 4 launched by US;begins 

orbiting Moon May7
•	 1978- Russian leader Brezhnev visits West-Germany
•	 1979- Margaret Thatcher becomes the first 

woman to be elected Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom

•	 1979- NASA launches Fltsatcom-2
•	 1983- China performs nuclear test at Lop Nor, PRC
•	 1989- US launches Magellan to Venus
•	 1989-US space shuttle STS-30 launched
•	 2013- 77 people are killed by the Syrian Army 

in Baniyas
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VIOLENT UPSURGE CLAIMS 11
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - In stepped up attacks on political activists in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, the head of the Pattan municipal commit-
tee, a block president of the Pradesh Congress- Committee and 
three policemen were shot dead on Tuesday, even as the secu-
rity forces claims to have killed 6 militants on Monday night 
in foiling an infiltration-attempt in Poonch. Fifteen people, in-
cluding two STF personnel, were injured in a grenade blast in 
Pulwama district today.

Gunmen, who police said were militants, opened fire on, 
the chairman of the Pattan Municipal Committee, Muham-
mad Ramzan Mian, in the town market at around 11:30 a.m., 
critically injuring him, his two security guards, a civilian, and a 
policeman who was standing nearby.

The injured were rushed to hospital, where Mian and his 
two personal security, guards, Zahoor Alunad and Riyaz Ah-
mad were declared brought dead. The police constable, Altaf 
Hussain, succumbed to his injuries later.

A civilian Basheer Ahmad Bhat with whom Mian had been in 
conversation at the time of the attack, was also injured in the 
firing. He has been shifted to the SKIMS in a critical condition.

Mian had been inspecting developmental works in the mar-
ket and had stopped for a chat at the shop of Pattan beopar 
mundal president when the attack took place, the CNS said.

According to one report, the attackers made off with two 
service rifles of Mian's security guards after the firing.

Security guards deployed with political workers have been 
put on alert following the killings.

In another incident, a group of unidentified gunmen intrud-
ed into the house or one Abdul Ahad Ganai at Shangran near 
Doom in Anantnag district in the wee hours today and shot 
dead the block president of

Pradesh Congress CommitteeJabbar Ahmad Khanday.
A contractor by profession, Khandav died instantly and his 

gunmen fled the scene.
Gunmen also shot at and critically injured the village head 

of  Zainapora, Ali
Muhammad Wani outside his house in Shopian area of Pul-

wama district this morning.
Another civilian Bashir Ahmad Dar was also injured in the 

firing and both were hospitalized.
The security forces shot dead six suspected militants as they 

were trying to sneak into Jammu and Kashmir through the 
Line of Control (LoC) in what is being called the biggest infil-
tration attempt this year.

 (Kashmir Observer, 04 May, 2005)

Amid Lockdown, Srinagar 
Witnesses Traffic Snarls

SHOPS AND BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS REMAINED SHUT in downtown Srinagar on Monday 
as the authorities extended the lockdown till Thursday afternoon to contain the spread of coronavirus. 

KO
 Photo/A

bid Bhat

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Amid ongoing lockdown 
in view of the spike in Corona cases 
across Jammu and Kashmir, the 
roads in capital city Srinagar and 
other adjacent areas on Monday wit-
nessed brisk vehicular movement 
coupled with traffic snarls at various 
vital junctions giving an impression 
as if there were some “relaxations in 
the curfew.”

The government has announced 
lockdown across J&K till Thursday 
(May 06) in an order to prevent the 
virus from spreading.

However, a brisk private vehicular 
movement was witnessed in several 
areas of Srinagar and other adjacent 
districts Monday.

Witnesses said that private vehicles 
in large numbers were seen plying 
normally in Hyderpora, Sonwar, Jah-
angir Chowk, Dalgate and other areas, 
which gave an impression that the 
lockdown restriction has been eased.

Eye-witnesses informed that po-
lice and paramilitary troops were de-
ployed in large numbers to enforce 
the lockdown restrictions. The bar-
ricades and concertina wires were 
erected at many places to thwart the 

public movement.
Meanwhile, all the shops and busi-

ness establishments barring emer-
gency services, standalone shops 
remained closed throughout the 
day in Srinagar and other districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Besides, the 
public transport with 50 per cent 
seating capacity was also allowed to 
ply today by the authorities.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice said that 629 violators were fined 
while 46 FIRs registered and 81 persons 
were arrested Monday across Kashmir.

“During last 24 hours, Police has 
arrested 81 persons, lodged 46 FIRs 
and also realized fine to the tune of Rs 
93,620 from 629 people for violating the 
guidelines, rules throughout Kashmir,” a 
police spokesman said in a statement.

Besides, a police spokesman said 
that three vehicles were also seized 
in Budgam for violating guidelines 
and restrictions.

The special drive against the viola-
tors of Covid-19 guidelines and rules 
continued throughout all the districts 
of Kashmir Valley to ensure that 
people adhere to SOPs and guidelines 
envisaged by the government to curb 
COVID-19 pandemic, police said.

Meanwhile, police urged people to 
cooperate in containing the spread of 
Coronavirus by following the SOPs, 
guidelines and protocols for the safety 
of the people. “The special drive shall 
remain continue throughout the dis-
tricts of Kashmir Valley to strengthen 
the safety measures,” police said.

Div Com Takes Stock 
Of Preparations For 
Darbar Move At Civil 
Secretariat Srinagar

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole, 
Monday visited Civil Secre-
tariat, Srinagar to take stock 
of arrangements/preparations 
for the smooth functioning of 
Darbar Move, opening partial-
ly here on Tuesday, May- 11

During the visit, the Div 
Com stressed on adopting 
appropriate Covid behaviour 
and instructed Director Health 
Services Kashmir to facilitate 
proper screening, testing and 
vaccination of employees at 
the Civil Secretariat.

On the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar Mo-
hammad Aijaz Assad, Commis-
sioner SMC, Divisional heads 
of concerned departments and 
officers from police department 
were also present.

Taking the status of prog-

ress of renovation works, the 
Div Com emphasised on mak-
ing fool-proof arrangements 
in and around the premises 
besides adequate Covid-19 
related measures are taken 
for smooth opening and func-
tioning of the offices.

He stressed on speedy repair-
ing, painting, whitewashing, 
fixing of potholes on roads, land-
scaping and other works to be 
expedited for timely completion.

He also reviewed the security 
measures and instructed con-
cerned to install a Y- angle fence 
at all identified patches on the 
boundary wall of the secretariat.

The Div Com further 
stressed on facilitating proper 
transport arrangements and 
ensuring comfortable accom-
modation to the employees, 
besides facilities like potable 
water, power, ration, sanitation 
and other required facilities are 
made available at all offices.

World Press Freedom Day: ‘Consider Journalists 
Frontline Workers In Pandemic’

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: On a World Press Freedom 
Day, Journalist fraternity in Kashmir 
Monday said that government should 
consider the people associated with 
the profession as frontline workers 
during Covid-19 pandemic.

Senior journalist and Kashmir 
Press Club (KPC) President Shuja-
Ul- Haq, said that the pandemic has 
been a very difficult period for jour-
nalists and while reporting many 
have lost their lives.

“It is also documented how this 
pandemic has taken a toll on the 
mental health of the scribes since 
they become witnesses to the mis-
ery that has been unfolding,” he said.

“Journalists have been on the 
frontline yet not considered like 
frontline workers. In the drive for 
vaccination government should 
consider reporters among the prior-

ity groups. Unfortunately they have 
not,” Shuja said.

Senior photo-journalist Farooq Ja-
vid said that covering the Covid-19 
on ground has been very tough for 
the journalists.

“Such is the risk that despite of fol-
lowing the Covid-19 SOPs, journal-
ists got infected,” he said.

"Photo journalists have also been 
on the frontline but unfortunately 
never considered as frontline work-
ers,” he said.

According to the Geneva-based 
media rights body, India is among 
the top three countries in the world 
when it comes to deaths of journal-
ists due to COVID-19. So far, at least 
1228, journalists died of Covid-19 
in 75 countries, with most affected 
countries Brazil with 187 deaths, 
Peru 140 and India with 131 deaths.

People associated with the me-
dia report from ground zero - Covid 
wards, crematorium, graveyards.

India is witnessing an unprec-
edented crisis as the second wave 
of COVID-19 has resulted the high-
est caseload of around four lakh per 
day—(KNO)

DC Srinagar Visits Covid Care 
Centres, Takes Stock 
Of Arrangements

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, Mo-
hammad Aijaz Asad Monday 
visited Covid Wellness Centres 
at Haj House Bemina and Unani 
Hospital, Hazratbal to take 
stock of arrangements made 
available at these Centres.

During the visit, the DC was 
informed that 125 beds have 
been kept ready at Haj House 
Bemina  and 40 beds at Unani 
Hospital Hazratbal to accom-
modate Covid-19 positive 
cases for Isolation if required.

The DC directed the con-
cerned to ensure all requisite 
facilities/arrangements are 

available at these centers 
for patients. He also  asked 
the concerned authorities to 
maintain cleanliness in and 
around these Centers besides 
conduct sanitization process.

He also directed the PDD 
and PHE authorities to ensure 
uninterrupted power and wa-
ter supply to these centres.

The DC said that the district 
Administration is taking all ef-
forts to ensure well equipped 
health facilities to deal with 
any exigent situation. He re-
iterated that people should 
strictly adhere to Covid-19 
SOPs and other guidelines to 
break the chain of infection to 
save precious human lives.

Photo courtesy: Social Media



...

K A S H M I R

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of the

Kashmir Observer LLP

Published from: # 5- Boulevard, Srinagar-190001

Printed at: KT Press Pvt. Ltd, Rangreth Ind Area, Srinagar.

RNI Registration No: 69503/98

Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16

Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider

Legal Counsel: Tasaduq Khwaja

Switchboard: (0194) 2106304

Editorial: (0194) 2502327

Email editorial: editor@kashmirobserver.net

4Tuesday| 04-05-2021

Oh Didi 

E
lection results in the four states and one 
union territory have Trinamool Congress 
Party have gone along both expected lines 
and contrary to expectations. Perhaps no-

where more so than in West Bengal where the BJP 
had deployed its vaunted electoral machinery to dis-
lodge the redoubtable Mamata Banerjee, the leader of 
Trinamool Congress  Party, that finally carried the 
day. Despite losing Nandigram, Banerjee  led her par-
ty to one of its biggest political victories in the past 
three decades by  halting the BJP juggernaut. This is 
her third successive win. The loss in the important 
state is a serious setback for the BJP currently bat-
tling a serious backlash due mainly to its shoddy re-
sponse to the virulent second Covid-19 wave which 
has led to record infections and deaths across the 
country.  Top BJP leaders including the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and  the home minister Amit 
Shah had campaigned vigorously in the state holding 
several public meetings and road shows.

This is so far the biggest victory of the Trinamool 
Congress with over 48 % of all votes polled. In the 
2016 Assembly polls, the  percentage of votes polled 
by the party was about 44.9%. The TMC has a strong 
cadre and has been in power since the last ten years.  
The party  certainly was facing some anti-incumben-
cy issues but it didn't mean that the party was on a 
weaker wicket.

However, the significance of the Bengal elec-
tion is beyond the BJP-TMC rivalry. Its outcome is 
a profoundly important development. The TMC wins 
is likely to arrest the disarray among the secular 
forces and give them confidence to stand up to the 
PM Modi in the upcoming state elections. This has 
once again underlined that only a broad secular front   
could confront the BJP with a credible challenge. As 
things stand, there is no dislodging the PM  Modi yet. 
That is, if no credible political rival emerges from 
the shadows in the near future, a prospect for which 
looks bleak.

The likes of Nitish Kumar,  Akhilesh Yadav and 
Mayawati who once showed signs of shaping up into 
credible national rivals have too paled into insignifi-
cance. The caste based parties in  Uttar Pradesh who 
were only hope to stop Modi juggernaut have bitten 
the dust. And they are unlikely to recover from the 
beating they took in  polls after polls.  Modi's appeal 
has only grown stronger. The BJP under him has set 
itself up as a formidable force which won't be easy to 
beat. While the broader opposition is reeling from the 
abject defeat, the BJP is busy setting up its base in the 
states where it lacks the presence like Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Kerala, even though it may still not be 
in a position to credibly challenge the local parties. 
Things can still turn around for the opposition and 
also for India if the opposition too develops a potent 
narrative that offers a persuasive  alternative to the 
one being peddled by the BJP.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

The Return of 
Federalism

W
ith the Trinamool Congress (TMC) winning 
West Bengal for a third time, the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK) returning to power in 
Tamil Nadu after a decade, the Left Democratic 

Front (LDF) breaking a four-decade-old electoral pattern to 
retain power in Kerala, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) re-
taining Assam, and the National Democratic Alliance com-
ing to power in Puducherry for the first time, there is a man-
date both for continuity and change in the different regions 
that went to polls. But the results will also have an impact on 
national politics in five different ways.

One, there will be a restoration of a degree of balance in 
Indian federalism — which is good — and greater tension 
between the Centre and states, which needs careful manage-
ment. In recent years, espec-ially after the BJP’s 2019 win, 
there has been a perception of the Centre undermining the 
powers of the states. The fact that three important states, 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, will be governed by parties 
which are politically and ideologically opposed to the BJP 
means that there will be a greater assertion of federal rights. 
The Centre has a choice — it can either double down or con-
tinue with its curr-ent approach where the BJP’s political 
aims often supersede the principle of cooperative federalism 
or it can be more collaborative. The states have a choice too 
— they can either become more confrontational for the sake 
of it or adopt a strong but constructive approach. Harmony 
would be a wiser course of action for both.

Hindustan Times 

K O  V I E W

Fatal Ambition

N
ow that the BJP has suf-
fered a debacle in the 
West Bengal elections 
and is unable to form a 

government in the state, here are 
a few questions to ponder over.
Were all the election rallies that 
led to a huge spike in corona cases, 
and even led to the death of some 
candidates who contested the elec-
tions, worth it? Was it necessary 
for the elections in West Bengal 
to be held in eight phases? Is the 
Election Commission so compro-
mised that it does not have a will 
of its own, but has merely to kow-
tow to the wishes of the union gov-
ernment? Small wonder, then, that 
the Madras High Court recently 
ruled that the Election Commis-
sion should be held accountable 
for mass murder, a verdict against 
which the Election Commission 
has filed an appeal in the Supreme 
Court. Mamata Banerjee herself 
plans to drag the Election Com-
mission to court over the Nandi-
gram result. Those of us who were 
around when the independent-
minded T. N. Seshan was the Chief 
Election Commissioner can see, 
with a sense of dismay, how the 
Election Commission has com-
pletely lost its autonomy. 

The Delhi High Court has 
warned the central government 
that contempt proceedings will 
be initiated against it, if it fails 
to explain the capital’s oxygen 
shortage. This is a welcome move, 
for it isn’t enough for the higher 
judiciary to merely go after the 
Election Commission. They need 
to gun for the central government 
itself which misled the nation in 
March by declaring that India 
had won the fight against corona, 
and that the dreaded disease had 
been more or less eradicated from 
the country. But did the PM con-
sult doctors before he spoke? Did 
he not know that other countries 
had experienced a second wave, 
and this would sooner or later hit 
India as well? Did nobody tell him 
that there were mutant strains of 
the virus, such as the UK strain, 
the Brazil strain and the South 
Africa strain, and that there could 
soon be an Indian strain that made 
its appearance?

The current Covid tragedy has 
led India to go round with a beg-
ging bowl, no offence meant, to 
other countries for help. America 
has rushed aid to India to the tune 
of 100 million dollars. The United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Bel-
gium, Ireland, Italy, Australia, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Norway, 
Finland, Luxembourg, Portugal, 
Rumania, Hong Kong, Thailand, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE have 
all come to India’s rescue. Even 
‘enemy’ countries like China and 
Pakistan, and tiny principalities 
like Bhutan, have offered to con-
tribute their mite.

But do these countries know 
that while India has asked them 
for help, the central government 
continues to go ahead with Parlia-
ment’s Central Vista Tower proj-
ect, the cost of which is Rs. 20,000 
crore? Do they know that Delhi’s 
present lockdown restrictions do 
not apply to construction workers 
at the project site, who go up and 
down as if all is hunky dory, risk-
ing their lives? But, in a month 
when workers of the world unite, is 
the government really concerned 
about the lives of the poor? If it 
was, we would not have witnessed 
last year’s migrant labour tragedy. 

Someone rightly said on Twit-
ter that before the world rushes 
aid to India, it must formulate 
strict eligibility criteria for receiv-
ing the aid. Speaking of social me-
dia, Facebook allegedly removed 
a post that called for Modi’s resig-
nation, and restored it only when 
there were protests.

If things weren’t as bad as 
reported by the media, except of 
course the godi media (one godi 
TV channel did not cover the elec-
tion results, ostensibly because of 
the covid crisis, but really because 
it knew the BJP was losing in Ben-
gal), India would not be isolated by 
the world today. The US has asked 
all its citizens in India to leave the 
country at once. Many other coun-
tries have banned flights to and 
from India. The foreign media has 
come down heavily on the Modi 
government. The Australian Fi-
nancial Review carried a cartoon 
by David Rowe that showed the 
Prime Minister blissfully riding 
an elephant that was dead, with-
out knowing that it had died. This 
was the cartoonist’s way of demon-
strating how cut off from ground 
realities the Prime Minister is. A 
friend who lives in Canada wrote 
to say that they are shocked by the 
invisibility of the political opposi-
tion during the present crisis. 

The most haunting and terrify-
ing image for the world to see on 
their television screens is that of 
dozens of funeral pyres simultane-
ously burning in all our cremato-
riums and graveyards. We seem to 
have receded into the Dark Ages!

Yet religion takes precedence 
over everything else. The recently 
concluded kumbh mela threw social 
distancing and the wearing of masks 
for a toss, leading to the deaths of 
many who attended it, including the 
deaths of some well-known people, 
like music director Shravan Rathod. 
But hardly is it over, then the Utta-
rakhand government now speaks of 
conducting the Char Dham festival 
in the middle of May. Whether this 
other super-spreading event will 
finally be held or cancelled still re-
mains uncertain. 

Two years ago, the BJP was re-
turned to power at the centre with 
a thumping majority. Can they be 
sure of the same success if general 
elections are held today? Many of 
the party’s own members and their 
families have succumbed to Covid. 

Everything is in short supply, 
from hospital beds to ventilators 
to oxygen cylinders to vaccines. 
In the circumstances, is the claim 
that vaccines will now be available 
to everyone above the age of 18 
anything but a political gimmick 
to give the government brownie 
points? Most states have made it 
clear that they will be unable to 
vaccinate all adults for now. I my-
self am stuck, having had my first 
jab in March, but being turned 
away wherever I go for my second 
jab today, six weeks later. It would 
have been much better if the drive 
was conducted phase-wise, in ac-
cordance with the availability 
of vaccines. Seniors should have 
been vaccinated first, then every-
one between the ages of 45 and 60, 
and only then should have the vac-
cines been thrown open to all, by 
which time more manufacturers 
would have entered the fray. This 
is how most countries handled 
their vaccination drive.

As of now, we need to retain 
our optimism in the face of all 
odds, and hope to see better days 
in the future. That is, if tomorrow, 
death does not knock on our door.   

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 

necessarily represent the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer 
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R. Raj Rao

The most 
haunting and 

terrifying image for 
the world to see on 
their television 
screens is that of 
dozens of funeral 
pyres simultaneously 
burning in all our 
crematoriums and 
graveyards. We seem 
to have receded into 
the Dark Ages!

T
his commemorations began 
some forty-two years ago as 
an annual affirmation of the 
Muslim’s solidarity with 

people of Palestine in their struggle 
for the liberation of al-Quds.  

To commemorate this day dur-
ing Ramadan, a month of struggle 
is symbolic. It was during Rama-
dan that Muslims fought their first 
battle – Badr to liberate Makkah 
from the clutches of idol worshipers 
(Mushrikeen).  

Since Al-Quds day was first pro-
claimed, Muslims worldwide have 
observed this day, drawing atten-
tion to the violation of Zionist and 
desecration of Islam’s third holiest 
Mosque, as well as their continued 
occupation of Palestine and their re-
pression of the Palestinian people.  

The Al-Aqsa Mosque is revered 
by Muslims as the place from which 

the Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) as-
cended to heaven. Al-Quds is the Ara-
bic name of Jerusalem, Islam's third 
holiest city after Mecca and Medina. 
Jerusalem is a holy city, a city of 
three divine faiths.  

Every Muslims should be aware 
of the continuing threat to the city of 
al-Quds and the mosque itself.  

The mosque structure has been 
weakened by opening tunnels run-
ning below in the name of archaeol-
ogy and science.  These tunnels could 
be used to plant bombs which could 
destroy the mosque, and which the 
Zionist state could blame on individ-
ual extremist.  

Since the Zionist occupation of 
Palestine, land confiscation, building 
illegal settlements, religious perse-
cution, and demolition of the Pales-
tinian homes is a daily occurrence 
both Muslims and Christians have 

suffered the Zionists’ brutality and 
persecution.  

History will show no mercy to 
the Arab nations who have betrayed 
and abandon the Palestinian State-
hood in favor of recognizing Zionist 
Israel and the “Deal of the Century. 
And there are many Muslim orga-
nizations in USA who have dropped 
Palestinian cause with donations and 
trips to Israel by Zionist organiza-
tions.   

These organization do not com-
memorate the UN Palestinian soli-
darity day, NAKBA, or Al Quds Day. 

I would like to tell the leaders of 
Arab nations, for over seventy years 
you have not been able to stand up 
against Zionist Israel’s. On the con-
trary you joined the Donald Trump’s 
“Deal of the Century”. Your only in-
terest is to change anti-imperialisr 
governments in Iran and Syria.   

You might be next too! Look at 
Saddam Hussain and Ghaddafi.     

On Feb. 18, 1979, Yasser Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader was the first 
foreign dignitary to visit Tehran after 
the revolution. He later told reporters 
“That I felt as if I was landing in Je-
rusalem…Today, we are witnessing 
the victory of the Islamic revolution 
in Iran and tomorrow we shall see the 
victory in Palestine”. 

Jerusalem still endures. It was 
once described as “the flower of all 
cities” in a famous song by the Leba-
nese Diva Fairouz. Listen to the song: 
Will make you cry! The Flower of The 
Cities, Fairuz

In the struggle for peace thru justice! 
Speak Up! Silent No More! 

Mohammed Khaku
mkhaku@phoenixtube.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.
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Understanding The 
Science Of Landslides-Part I

N
ATURAL disasters like earthquakes, 
tsunamis, landslides, wildfires, cy-
clones, droughts, floods etc. continu-
ously pose constant threats to our young, 

10,000-years-old, civilization. It is estimated that 
these hazards have increased recently, in the de-
cade from 1976 to 1985, close to one billion people 
were affected by disasters and this number had 
more than doubled in the decade from 1996 to 2005, 
in which nearly two and a half billion people were 
affected. In the last decade about 3 billion people 
were affected and it killed around 750,000 people 
and cost around US$ 600 billion.

To cope with the natural disasters it is required 
to understand the science behind these events and 
plan a comprehensive program to educate the 
masses. It is important to put more emphasis on 
pre-disaster planning, rather than on post-disaster 
reaction. There are ample evidences to demonstrate 
that lack of scientific awareness has proved fatal in 
most of the natural disasters we have witnessed so 
far in the past. For example, the earthquakes in New 
Orleans and Port au Prince, which had long been 
recognised as a catastrophe waiting to happen, but 
somehow even that awareness did not produce the 
desired effect! Similarly, there are several places 
in the world, for example South East Asia, where 
knowledge about earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, 
cyclones, floods etc. is still in its infancy. This has 
caused colossal loss to life and property. For example 
in Muzaferabad and Aceh (Indonesia) the tragic ex-
amples, in which basic scientific ignorance and the 
inability to translate the acquired knowledge into 
timely planned action clearly shows the challenges 
earth sciences face today.

 Landslide is the movement of a mass of rock or 
debris down a slope. The dimensions of a landslide 
may be very small or huge, and its movement can be 
sluggish or very swift. There are various reasons for 
such movements; for example precipitation (rain-
fall), topography, geology (rock and soil types) and 
human activities, can all trigger landslides. Any-
thing affecting slope conditions can cause slope fail-
ure, potentially in an area, which is prone to land-
slides. This includes human induced slope failures, 
especially during construction, mining etc. Earth-
quakes are one of the main causes, which trigger 
landslides and volcanic eruptions also contribute 
to these movements. One of recent examples of an 
earthquake induced landslides occurred in Muzaf-
farabad Pakistan, when a 7.6 magnitude earthquake 
struck this region in 2005. It is estimated that more 
than 87,300 people lost their lives and several mil-
lions were rendered homeless. This has affected an 
area of more than 30,000 Kilometre square and trig-
gered thousands of landslides.

The landslide hazard poses a consistent threat 
to people in Jammu and Kashmir, and it usually 
intensifies during rainy seasons. Proper scientific 
approach and technology needs to be used to coun-
ter any future threat. This will also guide us in un-
derstanding why some areas in Jammu and Kash-

mir are more prone to such hazards and what can 
be done to avoid or minimize such hazards.

Gravity, the driving force for slope failure
Slopes are generally unstable over a long pe-

riod of time and therefore, they tend to stabilise 
by moving to a new and stable condition. This is 
achieved through the force of gravity, which is 
the driving force and will always act on the slopes 
to drag them down. There is always a tug of war 
between the driving force (gravity) and the resist-
ing force, which is the strength of the rock-mass to 
upload against the gravity. A slope may fail, if the 
driving force exceeds the resisting one.

Gravity makes it possible for us to walk on the 
surface of Earth. When a surface is flat, it is quite 
easy to walk, because the gravity acts perpendicu-
lar to our feet. However, if the surface is inclined, 
it is hard to walk, because the force of gravity in 
this condition has two components (see Figure). 
For example the figure (c) shows these two compo-
nents acting on a slope, one is parallel to its sur-
face and the other one is perpendicular. The slope 
parallel component (Gs) will always try to make 
anything resting on its surface inherently unstable 
and cause a shear stress parallel to the slope, which 
pulls the object in the downward direction. How-
ever, the perpendicular component of gravity (Gp) 
helps to hold the object in place on the slope.

Friction and Cohesion
The forces resisting movement down the slope 

are grouped under the term shear strength which 
includes frictional resistance and cohesion among 
the particles that make up the object. For example, 
when we want to push an object over a slope, we 
need some force to do that and that applied force 

must overcome the resistance due to friction (which 
is the area of the object in contact with the sloping 
surface). In natural conditions, the applied force is 
from the gravity and it has to overcome the friction 
and the cohesion among the particles. If the surface 
is rough, the friction will be more, because the par-
ticles of the object are tightly held to the surface. 
However, when a surface is slippery or polished, it 
is easy to slide down. Water, makes slopes slippery 
and therefore, reduces friction, which facilitate the 
sliding, that is one of the reasons why there is more 
sliding in wet seasons. Cohesion is the force that 
keeps material (e.g. a rock) intact. When you pick a 
rock (e.g. granite) and look at it carefully, you can 
observe that it is made-up of a number of minerals 
of different colours. These are held together or in-
terlocked by the forces of cohesion.

When the frictional and cohesive forces be-
come smaller than the shear stress, the object on a 
slope slips down the slope. Alternatively, when the 
cohesive forces, which hold rock particles or soil 
together, are weaker than the shear strength, the 
rock will fall apart under the influence of gravity.

Slope stability can be measured through the 
Safety Factor, which is the ratio of the resisting 
force (Shear Strength) to the driving force (Shear 
Stress).

Fs = Shear Strength/Shear Stress
If this ratio is slightly more than 1, the slope is 

close to being unstable, however, if it is significant-
ly greater than 1, (1.5 or 2), then the slope is stable, 
because the shear strength (resisting and cohesive 
forces) is much greater than the driving force.

Dr Afroz Shah is Assistant Professor Structural 
Geology, Universiti Brunei Dasrussalam 
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The Pandemic Within the Pandemic

Dr Afroz Shah

LOICE ACHIENG OMBAJO

G
lobally, antibiotic use in hos-
pitals has surged since the 
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and over-the-counter 

sales, legal in many countries, have 
soared. This is further fueling the glob-
al crisis of antimicrobial resistance, as 
bacteria evolve and become immune to 
these drugs.

NAIROBI – Fear of COVID-19 is 
driving increased over-the-counter 
(OTC) sales and in-hospital prescrip-
tions of antibiotics – and fueling a si-
lent pandemic in its wake.

Globally, antibiotic use in hospi-
tals has surged since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Even though 
studies show that only 8% of patients 
admitted to hospital with COVID-19 
also have an infection requiring anti-
biotics, more than 70% receive them. 
In addition, many people worried 
about possible or actual COVID-19 
symptoms, and alarmed by global re-
ports about the pandemic, have turned 
to buying antibiotics without seeing a 
health-care worker.

This is further fueling the global 
crisis of antibiotic resistance, as bac-
teria evolve and become immune to 
these drugs. We must move quickly 
– with international policy, national 
laws, and local action – to control 
what the World Health Organization 
has identified as one of the ten lead-
ing health threats to humanity.

Antibiotics treat infections caused 
by bacteria, and have no impact on a vi-
rus such as SARS-CoV-2, which causes 
COVID-19. Overusing them merely 
accelerates the emergence of antibi-
otic resistance, which will undercut 
our ability to treat common diseases. 
Simple infections such as pneumonia 
or urinary tract infections, which cur-
rently can be quickly cleared by com-
mon antibiotics, may prove impossible 
to treat and become deadly.

This is particularly true in 
many African, South American, 
and Asian countries, where access 

to health-care workers is limited 
and there are no restrictions on an-
tibiotic sales. In India, antibiotic 
sales have risen astronomically in 
recent years, largely driven by un-
regulated OTC purchases, including 
of unapproved drugs. Likewise, in 
Kenya, all antibiotics can be pur-
chased without a prescription.

Bacteria that develop resistance 
to multiple antibiotics are responsible 
for causing difficult-to-treat infections, 
which are up to three times more likely 
to kill people than infections caused by 
non-resistant bacteria. And data from 
several countries – including China 
and Egypt – indicate that up to 50% of 
bacteria-causing infections in critical-
care units are resistant to several an-
tibiotics. In the United States, it is esti-
mated that close to three million people 
get an antibiotic-resistant infection 
each year, leading to more than 35,000 
deaths annually.

Drug-resistant bacteria are also 
more likely to spread from person to 
person, and have been known to cause 
large disease outbreaks in hospitals. 

Many COVID-19 treatment wards 
around the world are currently grap-
pling with this problem.

As an infectious-disease special-
ist working on the COVID-19 man-
agement front line and also leading 
the treatment of drug-resistant infec-
tions in Kenya, I have often struggled 
to treat patients with severe bacte-
rial infections that had developed 
resistance to all available antibiotics. 
Many of the recently developed drugs 
that could potentially treat resistant 
bacteria are often extremely expen-
sive and not available in many coun-
tries. A ten-day course of one such an-
tibiotic in Kenya, for example, costs 
almost $10,000, putting it beyond the 
reach of most patients.

In fact, many patients entering the 
hospital for COVID-19 treatment say 
that they have already taken one or 
more antibiotics at home in an attempt 
to address some of their symptoms. Of-
ten, using these drugs had made them 
feel that they were being treated, so 
they delayed going to the hospital.

Some may argue that allowing 

unrestricted use of antibiotics can 
enable access to treatment for those 
unlikely to be able to see a doctor, 
and may be cheaper for the poor. 
But the resulting antibiotic resis-
tance is expensive to treat and po-
tentially costs lives.

What must we do to forestall this 
next pandemic? For starters, the WHO 
and other global agencies must speak 
out much more strongly and explicitly 
against the use of antibiotics in cases 
of COVID-19, unless these drugs are 
specifically indicated for another bac-
terial infection.

In addition, national governments 
must tighten restrictions on OTC an-
tibiotic purchases. Evidence suggests 
that introducing and enforcing laws to 
limit such sales can be effective if these 
efforts are sustained over time. Requir-
ing pharmacies to display a notice stat-
ing that it is illegal to sell antibiotics to 
customers without a doctor’s prescrip-
tion also has been associated with re-
duced antibiotic sales.

Hospitals should adopt so-called 
antibiotic stewardship strategies to re-
duce unnecessary prescriptions. These 
measures can lead to reduced antibiot-
ic use and cost, and decrease the risk of 
antibiotic-resistant infections in hospi-
tals. Effective strategies could include 
developing guidelines for managing 
common infections, restricting antibi-
otic use in viral infections, strengthen-
ing laboratory capacity – especially in 
low- and middle-income countries – to 
help clinicians identify the correct bac-
teria to treat, and providing continu-
ing education for all clinicians.

Finally, individuals – despite their 
understandable fears of COVID-19 – 
should not risk harming themselves by 
using antibiotics unnecessarily.

The message is clear: if we do not 
act now to curb antibiotic use, we will 
invite a new pandemic. And, unlike 
COVID-19, no vaccine will save us.

Project Syndicate 
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LG Announces Special Financial 
Incentives for Covid-19 Warriors
JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Monday approved spe-
cial Financial Incentives for Covid-19 
Warriors of Health and Medical Education 
Department of J&K.

Frontline workers of Health & Medical 
Education Department, J&K are rendering 
valuable services in the challenging Covid 
pandemic times for saving precious lives 
of the patients, observed the Lt Governor.

Although, the services rendered 
by these Covid warriors cannot be 

compensated, still the UT Government 
has decided to incentivize their efforts, 
the Lt Governor added.

Incentives are exclusively for those 
frontline workers who directly deal with 
Covid-19 patients. The decision will ben-
efit more than 17,000 Corona warriors 
including Resident Doctors, Medical 
Officers, Paramedical/Nursing staff, 
Drivers and Class IV employees.

The incentive will be Rs 10,000 p.m. 
for Resident doctors, PGs and Medical 

Officers; Rs 7,000 p.m. for Nursing and 
Paramedical staff, and Rs 5,000 p.m. for 
Drivers, Sweepers and Attendants. The 
tenure of these incentives shall be ini-
tially for a period of 03 months and will 
be paid from May 2021 onwards.

In view of surge in Covid-19 cases 
and to give a fillip to available medi-
cal services at this crucial juncture, the 
Lt Governor also granted extension up 
to 31st December, 2021 in favour of the 
Faculty Members, Consultants, Doctors 

working in SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar/
Bemina; Government Medical Colleges 
and Health department who are going to 
retire from May, 2021 to November, 2021.

The tenure in respect of the doctors 
presently undergoing various tenure post-
ings viz Registrarship, Demonstratorship, 
Fellowship, Senior/Junior Residency 
etc in SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar/Bemina; 
Government Medical Colleges of the 
Union Territory have also been extended 
up to 31st December,2021.

3 TMC Workers, 1 BJP 
Supporter Killed In Post-Poll 
Clashes In Purba Bardhaman
Agenceis

BURDWAN: Four people were 
allegedly killed in clashes be-
tween the TMC and the BJP in 
West Bengal's Purba Bardhaman 
district after the election results 
were announced, official sourc-
es said on Monday.

The Trinamool Congress 
claimed three of its supporters 
were killed by the BJP, which 

rejected the allegations, saying 
the incidents were the result of 
"people's resistance".

A few TMC supporters were 
on the way to Nabagram in the 
Jamalpur police station area on 
their motorcycles in the after-
noon when they were allegedly 
attacked in Odishapara by BJP 
workers, local sources said. They 
were thrashed and their bikes 
vandalised, the TMC alleged.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE
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J&K Hits New
brought to SMHS where doctors declared 

him brought dead and he tested positive for co-
vid-19. A 55-year-old man from Safakadal, died 
four days after he was admitted to SKIMS Soura, 
they said.

A 72-year-old woman from Hazratbal died 11 
days after remaining admitted to the tertiary 
care hospital, officials said. A 35-year-old from 
Moomin Abad Batmaloo died at SMHS hospital, 
three days after he was admitted with bilateral 
community acquired pneumonia. A 58-year-
old woman from Hamdaniya Colony Bemina 
died at SMHS hospital, 11 days after she was 
admitted at the facility and tested positive for 
the virus.

A 55-year-old from Karanagar died at 
GMC Srinagar while a 25-year-old man from 
Natipora died at home, officials said.

The other victims were a 77-year-old woman 
from Kulgam, who died at the district hospital, 
a day after she was admitted there. A 78-year-
old man from Safapora Ganderbal died at 
SKIMS Soura and a 65-year-old from Old Town 
Baramulla, who died in SDH Sopore, three days 
after she was admitted there.

About the new cases detected across J&K 
on Monday, officials said that Kashmir Valley 
reported 2439 new cases of Covid-19 while 
1294 people were also infected by the virus in 
Jammu division, taking the number of people 
infected by the virus since last year to 187219 
in J&K.

Giving district wise details, the officials 
said Srinagar reported 1136 cases, Baramulla 
232, Budgam 208, Pulwama 296, Kupwara 
64, Anantnag 145, Bandipora 85, Ganderbal 
51, Kulgam 167, Shopian 55, Jammu 584, 
Udhampur 86, Rajouri 111, Doda 12, Kathua 
112, Samba 209, Kishtwar 9,

Poonch 30, Ramban 44 and Reasi 97 new 
cases of coronavirus.

There are 34567 active positive cases—12323 
in Jammu and 22244 in Kashmir even as 1536 
more patients have recovered—626 from 
Jammu Division and 910 from the Valley, they 
added.

LG For Speedy
through virtual mode to review the situ-

ation, the LG directed for constituting Covid 
Management teams consisting of DC, SP, CMO, 
other senior officers including Principal of the 
concerned Government Medical College at 
District level, wherever available, besides local 
monitoring teams at Block level, Tehsil Level 
and Panchayat level, for effective Covid man-
agement, an official spokesperson said.

During the meeting, Sinha, he said, empha-
sized on enhanced coordination of officers at 
district level along with constitution of local 
monitoring teams.

“While reviewing the district-wise status 
of Covid control measures, the LG directed 
the district administrations for speeding up 
the Vaccination drive, besides intensifying 
testing and contacts tracing across the Union 
Territory,” the official spokesperson said.

He said that the LG also asked the DCs and 
SPs to maintain effective synergy for strict en-
forcement of restrictions in the areas being de-
clared as Micro Containment Zones and ensure 
proper functioning of Covid Control rooms in 
every District.

 “Keep strict vigil on black marketing and 
rates of essentials, and ensure stern action 
against those involved in hoarding of essentials 
& medicines. Every officer should remain avail-
able, through online mode also, for providing 
public utilities and ensuring that important & 
routine works do not suffer during restrictions 
and public do not face any inconvenience,” the 
LG said, as per official spokesperson, while in-
structing the DCs and SPs

The official spokesperson further said that 
the LG directed the concerned officers for en-
suring implementation of an effective Covid 
Management plan from District level to the vil-
lages at Panchayat level.

“Emphasizing on proper functionality of ox-
ygen generation plants, the Lt Governor asked 
the Divisional Commissioners to keep a close 
monitoring on functioning of these oxygen 
generation plants, besides ensuring uninter-
rupted 24x7 power supply to the oxygen plants 
and an alternative backup of oxygen supply,” 
he added.

During the meeting, he said, Chief Secretary 
BVR Subrahmanyam briefed that two divisional 
level Committees have been constituted to en-
sure proper and judicious utilization of Oxygen 
supply, audit of the availability and consump-
tion of oxygen in all hospitals across UT, assess 
the requirement of each hospital, besides the 
amount of back up and buffer stock required.

“It was also informed that three war rooms 
have also been set up under the chairmanship 
of Secretary, Industries & Commerce to coor-
dinate and ensure supply of oxygen and check 
hoarding,” the official spokesperson said.

“The Lt Governor directed the Health de-
partment to ensure the availability of Doctors 
through online mode for all patients (Covid 
and Non Covid) to provide them necessary 
medical advice,” he added.

He further said that the LG further suggest-
ed for roping in religious leaders and elected 
representatives for creating awareness among 
the people regarding the advisories and SOPs 

of Union Health Ministry and J&K’s Health de-
partment to combat Covid-19 spread.

“While stressing upon the efforts to reach out 
to the people with correct information, the Lt 
Governor directed the Deputy Commissioners 
and SPs to provide factual information on 
Covid situation to counter miscreants at the 
District level itself,” he added.

He further said that the directions were also 
passed to the concerned officers for comple-
tion of the payments under MGNREGA within 
10 days instead of 15 days, on priority basis, 
besides ensuring continuous extension of pen-
sions and benefits of various beneficiary ori-
ented schemes.

According to the official spokesperson Sinha 
also shared with all DCs and SPs, the decisions 
and suggestions brought out during an Apex 
Group meeting. He stressed for judicious and 
rational admission of Covid patients from lev-
el-1 and level-2 hospitals to level-3 hospitals.

Besides Subrahmanyam, the meeting was 
also attended in person and through virtual 
mode by LG’s advisor Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
DGP Dilbag Singh, Financial Commissioner, 
Finance Department, Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Financial Commissioner, Health and Medical 
Education Atal Dulloo, Principal Secretary to 
the Government, Home Department Shaleen 
Kabra, Principal Secretary, Power Development 
Department and Information Department 
Rohit Kansal, Principal Secretary to the 
Government, Public Works (R&B) Department 
Shailendra Kumar, Principal Secretary to the 
LG Nitishwar Kumar, ADGP Mukesh Singh, 
Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir Pandurang 
K Pole, Divisional Commissioner, Jammu Dr. 
Raghav Langer, IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar, 
Mission Director, NHM Choudhary Mohammad 
Yasin, and HoDs of various departments.

Oxygen Supply
Chief Secretary, B V R Subrahmanyam on 

Monday sought a detailed audit of oxygen de-
mand across all hospitals and medical institu-
tions, an official spokesperson said.

The CS, he said, directed constitution of divi-
sional level teams to conduct the audit within 
two days and specify the requirement of gas-
eous oxygen to meet the needs of patients in 
COVID facilities, non-COVID hospitals, private 
hospitals, and Army hospitals.

He further said that in the meeting it was 
also impressed upon the concerned to also 
include in the audit the estimation for future 
increase in COVID dedicated beds taking the 
existing tally from 4200 to 7000; and facilities 
to be provided at COVID care centres with at 
least 7000 oxygen-supported beds.

“Similarly, to precisely assess the availabil-
ity of oxygen in the Union territory through 
in-house production and imports, Divisional 
Commissioners were asked to constitute divi-
sional level expert committees to conduct the 
audit of oxygen generation and storage at vari-
ous pressure levels. The oxygen supply audit 
will depict available resources, as well as ar-
rangements, being made to increase supply in 
the future,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, 
Subrahmanyam also directed establishment of 
an oxygen war room headed by the Principal 
Secretary, Industries & Commerce with sub-
sidiary war rooms under respective Divisional 
Commissioner to monitor and manage sup-
ply and distribution of oxygen in Jammu and 
Kashmir by coordinating with suppliers and 
user agencies.

Meanwhile, the Health & Medical Education 
Department was asked to ensure optimal uses 
of oxygen across the hospitals with minimal 
wastage.

“Further, Divisional Commissioners were di-
rected to establish 24X7 call centres in Srinagar 
and Jammu for proper patient management 
and strict implementation of hospital refer-
ral policy. They were asked to advertise the 
helpline numbers in print, electronic and social 
media, besides, circulating them among the 
larger population through bulk text messages 
by using Swasthya Nidhi data,” the official 
spokesperson said.

He said that the meeting was informed that 
COVID call centres will be operated by a team 
supported by medical professionals. They will 
collect vital information from patients and 
suitably direct them to triage points for seek-
ing medical advice and assistance.

“The COVID triage points will be established 
at district hospitals, CD hospitals at Jammu 
and Srinagar, and at the emergency blocks of 
GMC, Jammu/Srinagar, and SKIMS, Srinagar,” 
he added.

The official spokesperson further said that 
the Chief Secretary reiterated strict implemen-
tation of hospital referral policy for efficient 
patient management across the hierarchy of 
COVID care hospitals with access to tertiary 
healthcare reserved for critically ill patients.

“Accordingly, Divisional Commissioners 
were asked to ensure optimal utilization of re-
sources, wherein the tertiary hospitals would 
only admit critical COVID patients being re-
ferred from district hospitals and walk-in pa-
tients would first be evaluated at triage points 
and suitably referred to proper healthcare fa-
cilities based on the severity of infection,” he 
added.

Emphasizing that only vaccination will re-
tard the rate of COVID transmission, the CS, as 

per the official spokesperson said that vaccina-
tion rate should be maintained. He directed 
Director, Health Services, Jammu/Kashmir 
in consultation with Commissioner, Jammu/
Srinagar Municipal Corporation to establish 
mobile vaccination centres with arrangements 
for AEFI management closer to the residential 
areas and vaccinate the eligible population 
amidst ongoing restrictions.

Financial Commissioner, Finance,  Financial 
Commissioner, Health & Medical Education, 
Principal Secretary, Home, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor,  Principal Secretary, 
Public Works (R&B), Principal Secretary, 
Industries & Commerce, besides, Divisional 
Commissioners, Kashmir and Jammu, 
Commissioners, Municipal Corporations, 
Jammu and Srinagar, Mission Director, National 
Health Mission along with experts from GMC 
Jammu, IIT Jammu and SMVDU participated in 
the meeting.

Life Remains
downtown with spools of concertina wire. At 

many places, armoured vehicles were placed at 
vital intersections to regulate the movement of 
people.

However, essential and emergency services 
were allowed by the law enforcement agencies.

The Jammu and Kashmir administration 
had initially imposed lockdown in 11 districts 
-- Srinagar, Anantnag, Baramulla, Budgam, 
Kulgam, Pulwama, Ganderbal, Jammu, Kathua, 
Reasi and Udhampur on Thursday last.

However, two days later on Saturday, 
the Union Territory administration led by 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha  announced 
to extend curfew in four districts of Srinagar, 
Baramulla, Budgam, and Jammu till May 6 
morning instead of May 3

The government had also announced for-
mation of a five-member Crisis Management 
Group, comprising Chief Secretary; Financial 
Commissioners – Finance, and Health & 
Medical Education; Home Secretary and 
Principal Secretary to the Government, Public 
Works (R&B) Department to meet the emerg-
ing coronavirus situation

J&K Likely
“isolated lightning/ thundershowers with 

gusty wind 30- 40-kmph” for both Jammu and 
Kashmir divisions till May 7.

There are four types of colour codes signify-
ing the level of caution: green which means no 
action, yellow—situation to be watched), am-
ber –government agencies need to be prepared 
for severe weather and red –action needed by 
the agencies.

Meanwhile, the official said that Srinagar 
recorded a low of 11.6 degree Celsius, same as 
on the previous night. The temperature was 1.9 
degree Celsius above normal for this time of the 
season in the summer capital of J&K, he said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 8.6 degree 
Celsius against previous night’s 7.3 degree 
Celsius and it was above normal by 0.5 degree 
Celsius.

Mercury settled at 5.9 degree Celsius against 
4.9 degree Celsius on the previous night in 
Pahalgam. The temperature was 1 degree 
Celsius above normal for time of the season in 
the famous tourist resort in South Kashmir, he 
said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded a 
low of 9.1 degree Celsius against normal of 8.4 
degree Celsius, the official said.

Kupwara recorded a low of 9.0 degree Celsius 
against 7.8 degree Celsius on the previous night 
and the temperature was above normal by 0.6 
degree Celsius for this time of the season in 
north Kashmir district, the official said.

Gulmarg, the world famous skiing resort in 
Baramulla district of north Kashmir, recorded 
a low of 6.0 degree Celsius against 6.0 degree 
Celsius on the previous night, the official said.  
It was 1.7 degree Celsius above normal in the 
resort, the official added.  (GNS)

3 Govt Officials
the Constitution and stated that it is not ex-

pedient to hold an inquiry in these cases.
The orders said the Lt Governor is satisfied af-

ter considering the facts and circumstances of the 
case and on the basis of the information available 
that the activities of Naik, Wani and Jan are such 
as to warrant their dismissal from service.

The orders said the Lieutenant Governor is sat-
isfied under sub-clause (c) of the proviso to clause 
(2) of Article 311 of the Constitution of India that 
in the interest of the security of the State, it is not 
expedient to hold an enquiry in their cases.

Officials said the three officials were named 
in separate FIRs and also underwent detention.

Naik, a resident of Kulgam, was arrested 
in March from his rented accommodation in 
Udhampur, where he was posted about a fort-
night back, in connection with four pending 
cases about radicalisation of youth in his south 
Kashmir home town, the officials said.

Similarly, they said two FIRs are regis-
tered against Jan, a resident of north Kashmir 
Kupwara district, in police station Kralpora for 
allegedly inciting people to violence in 2010 
and 2016. He had also undergone four months 
of detention under Public Safety Act.

Pertinently, the GAD had issued an order on 
April 21 in which sanction was accorded to the 
constitution of STF for identifying and scru-
tinizing the government employees who are 

involved in anti-national activities and pose a 
threat to the country’s security, and will be ter-
minated from services, if found guilty.

According to the order issued by the General 
Administration Department (GAD), sanction 
was given to the constitution of a Special Task 
Force, for identifying and scrutinizing cases of 
government employees, to initiate the process 
under Government Order No. 738-JK(GAD) 
of 2020 dated 30.07.2020, for action in terms 
of provisions of Article 311(2)(c) of the 
Constitution of India.

The order had further stated that Additional 
Director General of Police (CID) has been 
nominated as Chairman of the commit-
tee and Inspector General of Police, Jammu/
Kashmir, Representative of Home Department 
not Member below the rank of Additional 
Secretary, Representative of Department of 
Law, Justice Member & Parliamentary Affairs 
not below the rank of Additional Secretary and  
Representative of the Concerned Department, 
as necessary, not below the rank of Additional 
Secretary shall be the members.

“The terms of reference of the Special Task 
Force shall be to scrutinize cases of employees 
suspected of activities requiring action under 
Article 311(2)(c) of the Constitution of India,” 
the order had said.

The order had also empowered the STF to 
compile records of such employees, wherever 
necessary and to refer it to the Committee 
constituted vide Government Order No. 
738-JK(GAD) of 2020 dated 30.07.2020.  It also 
orders STF to engage with other members of 
the Terror Monitoring Group (TMG) for iden-
tifying such other employees, as necessary be-
sides taking the assistance of other Agencies 
and Department(s) in this regard, as necessary.

“The Special Task Force shall speedily scru-
tinize such cases in a time-bound manner and 
shall be serviced by the Criminal Investigation 
Department,” the order added.

Mehbooba, Bukhari
of the Jammu and Kashmir government 

which sacked Idrees Jan, a government teacher 
from Kupwara district.

Besides Jan, an assistant professor and a rev-
enue department official have also been termi-
nated from services for being a “threat to the 
state”.

“In the middle of a pandemic GOI should 
focus on saving lives instead of firing govt 
employees on flimsy grounds in Kashmir. No 
wonder its misplaced priorities have converted 
India into shamshanghats & kabristans. The liv-
ing continue to suffer & the dead are deprived 
of dignity,” the former chief minister tweeted.

J&K Apni Party President and former minis-
ter Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari also termed 
the expulsion as an unfortunate and avoidable 
decision that has deprived a poor family of its 
livelihood in highly pressing times.

It seems that some elements within the 
system have misled the Lt Governor on such 
a sensitive subject which has fuelled the level 
of insecurity and alienation among the people 
especially the employees working in the gov-
ernment sector.

It is ironical that the accused teacher was not 
provided any opportunity to speak or defend 
himself against the charges leveled against 
him, Bukhari said in a statement reacting to 
the dismissal of Jan, and appealed to the LG to 
revisit his decision.

BJP Leader Faces
Randhawa of 24 hours, asking him to prove 

his allegations or seek a public apology other-
wise get ready to face a defamation case of Rs 
1 crore.

This notice of show cause initiates disciplin-
ary proceedings against you in line with direc-
tions of Jammu and Kashmir Bhartiya Janata 
Party President (Ravinder Raina) with regard 
to addressing a press conference and a series 
of media interactions by you while leveling 
unfounded allegations against a senior leader 
of party holding responsible position in the 
Union Council of ministers,” reads a letter by 
the three-member disciplinary committee ad-
dressed to party Secretary Randhawa.

The letter, signed by the chairman of the BJP’s 
disciplinary committee Sunil Sethi and mem-
bers Virenderjeet Singh and N D Rajwal, took 
note of the unparliamentary language used by 
the leader, terming it highly objectionable .

More so, this has prima facie tarnished the 
image of the party, believing strictly in disci-
pline and decency. You are hereby directed to 
file your reply alongwith evidence, if any avail-
able with you, within next two days, the letter 
said, adding on receipt of the reply, the next 
date in the matter would be fixed. The letter 
said the proceedings would be done expedi-
tiously and the report will be submitted to J&K 
BJP president within two weeks positively.

Earlier during the day, Randhawa said he had 
not rebelled against the party or the leadership, 
but wanted the facts to reach the high com-
mand including Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Randhawa alleged that the registered stone 
crushers are facing the worst of the times since 
2017 and their children are on the verge of star-
vation due to the mining department.

He made allegations of Singh’s Jammu office 
being hand-in-glove with the mining depart-
ment of the union territory.

“I want to clarify that BJP has no role in it. 

I have been a BJP worker for the last 30 years 
while Singh is just a decade old and was intro-
duced into the party by me and also ensured a 
ticket to him in 2014 parliamentary elections,” 
he said.

Reacting to the allegations of the senior 
party leader, BJP executive member, Sanjeev 
Sharma expressed his displeasure, saying, “He 
had levelled allegations on this office as well as 
the Union Minister directly.

“If he had any proof, he should come for-
ward within 24 hours and make it public or 
otherwise tender a public apology to the Union 
minister who has decided to file a defamation 
case of Rs one crore against him,” Sharma told 
reporters at a presser here.

Meanwhile, the Congress has demanded an 
impartial probe into the allegations leveled by 
senior BJP leader against party colleague in the 
Prime Minister’s office.

“It is a serious matter as allegations were lev-
eled against a senior BJP leader in the PMO and 
bureaucracy we appeal to Lt Governor to order 
a high level probe to unravel the truth, senior 
Congress leader and former minister Yogesh 
Sawhney said.

‘Please Save My
the erstwhile state, advisor Baseer Khan ad-

dressed a hurriedly-conveyed presser late eve-
ning on April 29: “The projection that Covid 
management system has been weak is totally 
wrong.”

There’re 1600 ICU beds for Covid-19 pa-
tients across 20 hospitals in the valley, PK Pole, 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, said. “We 
need 3.26 crore LPM oxygen for these beds 
while we have a surplus availability of 5.43 
crore LPM.”

While 111 ventilator beds were available, 
Pole said, efforts are afoot to increase the oxy-
gen beds in hospitals.

However, family members of Covid-19 pa-
tients admitted in different Kashmir hospitals 
are increasingly taking to social media to seek 
help and highlight the shortage of ICU beds.

“My dearest maamu passed away after lead-
ing a selfless life, being extremely generous 
only to struggle in his final days for a bed in ICU 
ward,” said Bismah Malik, a Kashmir journalist.

Amid this growing online outcry for ICUs, the 
summer capital’s five hospitals—SMHS, SKIMS, 
CD Hospital, JVC and JLNM—are reportedly 
running out of ICU beds for critical patients.

According to data accessed by Kashmir 
Observer, SKIMS had only 8 Covid ICU beds 
available as on April 30—and all were occupied.

SMHS had 11 Covid ICU beds available—out 
of which 6 were available.

CD Hospital had 16 beds available—all occu-
pied. While JLNM had 11 beds available—only 
4 were vacant.

Since most of these hospitals receive a large 
number of Covid-19 patients, the hospital 
management said, they quickly run out of the 
beds.

“All the ICU beds in our hospital are fully 
occupied as we’re receiving patients from 
all across Kashmir,” Dr Farooq Jan, Medical 
Superintendent of SKIMS, Soura, said.

“The only way to deal with this crisis is to 
fix the referral set up. We should get only those 
patients from the districts who have severe 
conditions.”

But till that happens, Kashmir heading to-
wards the peak viral curve fears more Waqar-
like pleadings for their breathless loved ones in 
the ICU-deficient hospitals of the valley.

Indo-Pak Troops 
on February 25 this year .
“Pakistan Rangers resorted to unprovoked 

firing along IB at 0615 hours in Ramgarh sec-
tor”, Inspector General of BSF, Jammu frontier, 
N S Jamwal said.

There was no casualty in the firing.
The BSF spokesman said Pakistani troops 

opened unprovoked firing on a patrolling party 
ahead of the fencing.

India and Pakistan had agreed to strictly 
observe all agreements on ceasefire along the 
Line of Control (LoC) and other sectors in the 
February agreement.

The two countries had earlier signed a cease-
fire agreement in 2003, but it was hardly fol-
lowed in letter and spirit with more violations 
than observance of the pact.

LG Greets Journalists
role in a country’s development & acts as 

a strong bridge between the Government & 
People.

#PressFreedomDay,” Office of LG J&K 
tweeted.

He also appreciated the journalists for the 
role played by them in the challenging time of 
COVID-19.

“I appreciate all the journalists for deter-
mined and constructive role being played by 
them in the challenging time of #COVID19,” 
Office of J&K LG tweeted.

Moving Train Mows
of medico-legal formalities, reports said.

Driver Killed After
succumbed to his injuries barely a few hours 

after being admitted for treatment.
A police official told local news agency GNS 

that a case has been registered in this regard.
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'Dying' Trump 
Sanctions Imam 
Raza Shrine 

While Donald Trump 
was virtually gasp-
ing for breath to 

stay alive as President of 
the United States for a few 
more days he imposed new 
sanctions on two Iranian 
foundations on Wednesday.
The designations an-
nounced by the U.S. 
Treasury Department target 
Execution of P06

Pregnant Women More 
Affected By Second 
Wave Of COVID-19: DAK
‘Should Get Vaccinated Immediately’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Doctors Associa-
tion Kashmir (DAK) Monday 
said that pregnant 
women should also 
be vaccinated on 
priority basis for 
Covid-19 as ex-
pecting mothers 
are now consid-
ered a high risk 
group.

In a statement DAK 
president Dr Nisar ul 
Hassan quoting a new study 
published in American Jour-
nal of Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology, said Covid-19 vaccine 
has been found to be safe for 
both mother and the baby.

Dr Hassan said the study 
showed that the vaccine 
generates a robust immune 
response in pregnant wom-
en, equivalent to the general 
population. “Additionally, 
protective antibodies were 
also isolated in umbilical 
cord and breast milk, imply-
ing protection to the unborn 
and the newborn,” he said.

He said the CDC recom-
mends that vaccines should 
be given to pregnant women. 
“While the Union health min-
istry is not recommending 
vaccines to pregnant women 
at this time as there was no 
data available to ensure safe-
ty in pregnancy,” he said.

“But, now we have evi-
dence. And, we should offer 
vaccines to them,” he added.

The DAK President said 

pregnant women are expe-
riencing more severe illness 
in the second wave than was 
observed in the first wave.

“We are seeing an increase 
in the number of pregnant 
women requiring intensive 
care and ending up on ven-
tilators,” he said.

While previous reports 
had concluded that pregnant 
women were not at increased 
risk of severe disease, recent 
evidence suggests that they 
are more vulnerable to se-
vere Covid.

“As per a recent study by 
Oxford University, Pregnant 
women infected with Co-
vid-19 face a higher risk of 
complications than previ-
ously known.”

He said the medical litera-

ture indicates that maternal 
Covid-19 infection affects 
pregnancy outcomes, with 
increased evidence of iatro-
genic preterm births and ce-
sarean section births due to 
maternal or foetal compro-
mise or both.

“Additionally, convincing 
evidence suggests now that 
vertical transmission of Co-
vid-19 occurs and is a rela-
tively common route of trans-
mission to those neonates 
diagnosed with the infection 
immediately after birth.”

“The higher risk of se-
vere Covid-19 suggests that 
pregnancy should be now 
considered a high risk condi-
tion and we should prioritize 
immunization in pregnant 
women,” said Dr Nisar.

AS PER A RECENT STUDY BY 
Oxford University, Pregnant women 
infected with Covid-19 face a higher risk of 

complications than previously known.”

Parents Abandon Two-Month Old 
Dead Baby In Jammu Hospital
Baby Died Of Cardiac Arrest, RAT Test Declared Him Covid Positive

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: In a shocking inci-
dent, a two-month-old baby, 
who tested positive for Cov-
id-19 and died in Jammu hospi-
tal on Sunday, was abandoned 
by his parents, who fled from 
the hospital without taking the 
body of their baby along.

Sources in the Shri Maharaja 
Gulab Singh Hospital Jammu 
said that a two-month-old 
baby who tested positive for 
Covid, succumbed Sunday 
morning at the hospital.

“His parents left the hospital 
without taking the body of their 

baby along,” a hospital source 
said. “The hospital staff tried 
their best to catch the baby’s 
parents and persuade them to 
take the body of the baby along 
but all efforts failed.”

Medical Superintendent 
SMGS hospital Jammu Dr Dara 
Singh said that a two-month-
old baby was admitted on Sun-

day morning at around 7 am.
“The baby was suffering 

from congenital heart disease 
and other problems and he 
died of cardiac arrest at around 
8 PM,” he said.  “Soon after car-
diac arrest, RAT test was done 
which came positive after 
which we asked his parents 
to undergo Covid test as well, 
but instead of going for testing, 
they ran away.”

He said that the hospital au-
thorities continuously called 
them but baby’s parents did not 
receive repeated calls. “We have 
kept the body of the baby in the 
hospital mortuary,” Dr Singh said.

Water Shortage Hits Shopian 
Villages As Orchardists 
Damage Supply Pipes
Executive Engineer Assures Action

Observer News Service 

SHOPIAN: The residents of 
several villages in Shopian dis-
trict are facing acute shortage 
of drinking water for the past 
several days as few orchardists 
in the area have allegedly dam-
aged PHE pipes to get water for 
spraying pesticides.

Locals from Trenz, Mohan-
pora, Pehlipora, Langandoora, 
Voterpora, Nangandar and its 
adjacent areas said that they 
are without drinking water for 
the past several days as some 
orchardists have damaged pipes 
and due to leakage in the pipes 
not even a single drop reaches 
to their taps.

They said that some have per-
manently used PHE pipes to wa-
ter their hybrid plants thus leav-
ing many villages at God’s mercy.

Gulzar Ahmad, a resident of 
Trenz Shopian said that PHE 
employees are working tire-
lessly in the area but the issue is 
that they have failed to take ac-
tion against the orchardists who 
damage government property 
for their own benefits.

“If at all we get some water, that 
is contaminated and contains poi-
sonous pesticides,” he said.

Locals alleged that despite 
repeated requests to the con-
cerned authorities to take ac-
tion against the persons who 
damaged water pipes meant to 
provide drinking water to the 
villagers but so far nothing has 
been done.

They appealed District Mag-
istrate Shopian and Chief Engi-
neer Jal Shakti (PHE) to direct 
concerned authorities to take 
action against the miscreants.

Executive Engineer PHE Di-
vision Shopian Irfan Ahmad 
acknowledged that orchard-
ists in the area are damaging 
pipes to get water for spray-
ing pesticides and watering 
their orchards.

Ahmad said that he has in-
formed police in this regard sev-
eral times but so far no action has 
been taken, however, he added 
that almost every Shopian resi-
dent is involved in such activity.

He assured that action against 
the persons involved in damag-
ing PHE pipes will be taken.

Mobile Phones, Sim Cards Seized 
From Inmates In Kot Balwal Jail

Observer News Service 

JAMMU: The Counter Intelli-
gence Wing of Jammu and Kash-
mir Police Monday recovered 
mobile phones and SIM cards 
from the inmates in central jail 
Kotbalwal, Jammu during a sur-
prise raid.

Sources said that a police 
team raided the jail and recov-
ered mobile phones, SIM cards, 
chargers and headphones. “The 
raid was carried out after Jam-
mu police arrested a jail staffer 
in the Gandhi Nagar firing case.” 

They said that Royal Singh, a 
convict in the Amandeep Mur-
der case, was running a nexus 
in association with the arrested 
jail staffer.

“Vital leads were developed 
by police during questioning of 
arrested jail staffer Kuldeep Ku-
mar led to the raid and subse-
quent seizure of mobile phones 
and sim cards.”

A senior police official said 
they cannot rule out the involve-
ment of other jail staff members 
in providing mobile phone fa-
cilities to jail inmates including 
the militants. (CNS)
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Oxygen Plant In Ganderbal 
Hospital Defunct

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: The construction 
of an Oxygen plant at District 
hospital Ganderbal which was 
started in December last year is 
yet to be made functional.

Locals told news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
that with each passing day, the 
cases of Covid-19 are increasing 
and more and more people are 
being hospitalised who need 
oxygen support but authorities 
are yet to make oxygen plants 
functional.

Though officials attributed 
the slow pace of work on the 
oxygen plant to inclement 
weather conditions this year 

but official sources said that the 
50-bed ward at District Hospital 
Ganderbal that has been kept 
on a standby for COVID-19 pa-
tients was not yet getting piped 
oxygen from the oxygen mani-
fold but instead getting oxygen 
through cylinders.

Officials said that as of now 
there are 175 oxygen cylinders 
available and the supply was be-
ing received on a regular basis.

They said that work on the 
plant is going on and it will be 
functional in the next few days.

Chief Medical officer Gander-
bal Dr Mehraj Ahmad Sofi said 
that work on the oxygen plant 
with a capacity of 1000 litres 
per minute is going on and will 
be functional in next two days.

He said that 12 ventilators in-
cluding two high end ventilators 
are also available and as of now 
only six Covid positive patients are 
admitted and the plant of 1000 
lpm will be enough for 100 beds.

He added that virus is spread-
ing like wildfire and people 
must adhere to Covid appro-
priate behavior to break the 
chain—(KNO) Workshop, Shops Sealed In Baramulla For 

Violating Covid-19 Lockdown 
Observer News Service 

BARAMULLA: Authorities 
Monday sealed a private 
Workshop besides four other 
shops in Kunzer area of Tang-
marg in northern Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, for violat-
ing the ‘Corona Curfew’.

Despite prohibitory orders in 

place, the shops were found open, 
prompting designated authorities 
to take action, an official said.

The official said that during 
the inspection it was found that 
almost forty persons were pres-
ent working in the compart-
ment of the private workshop.

Maintaining that only manu-
facturing units are allowed to 

work with limited activity and 
manpower, the official under-
lined that such relaxation didn’t 
extend to workshops though.

The units were instantly 
sealed in the presence of Duty 
Magistrate concerned, the offi-
cial said adding that cases under 
relevant sections against the of-
fenders have been taken up.

Govt Must Stop Disenfranchising 
Kashmiris, Reinstate Terminated 
Teacher: JKPC

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Senior Vice Presi-
dent J&K People's Conference 
Abdul Gani Vakil Monday 
slammed the Lt Governor led 
administration over its Kashmir 
policy which is to disenfranchise 
Kashmiris from jobs.

In a statement, terming the 
termination of a teacher of 
Kupwara from Govt services as 
injustice and uncalled for, Va-
kil said the government on one 
side appeals to Kashmiri youth 
to join the mainstream and to 
shun gun but on the other side 
continues to harass those who 
joined the mainstream and are 
doing their jobs peacefully.

"What kind of a policy is 
this? The UT administration 
should immediately roll back 
this anti-employee order and 
reinstate the terminated teach-
er of Kupwara.

It is an anti-people move. It 
is complete harassment. Upon 
a simple FIR registered how 
can a govt come to a conclusion 
whether the person has done 
any crime or not when there 

is no kind of conviction by any 
court till today, a person is to be 
deemed innocent unless guilty 
is proved against him, Vakil 
asked.

He said when the government 
is rolling out rehabilitation pol-
icy for surrendered Naxals in 
other states then why it has ad-
opted a different yardstick when 
it comes to J&K. "For surren-
dered naxals you are rolling out 
job policies and for the youth of 
J&K who has thrown a stone in 
anger, which is even not proved 
in the court of law, is labelled as 
anti national and thrown out of 
job," Vakil said.

Vakil also appealed to the gov-
ernment to release all political 
prisoners of J&K on humanitar-
ian grounds given the spike in 
Covid cases.

"There are a large number 
of political prisoners lodged 
in different jails of India. They 
must be released or shifted to 
Kashmir valley given the mas-
sive outbreak of CoronaVirus 
in India," so that their families 
can have a sigh of relief, Vakil 
added.

25L Vaccines Administered 
In J&K So Far

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: In Jammu and Kash-
mir, nearly 25 lakh COVID-19 
vaccines have been adminis-
tered so far to the people and the 
maximum vaccines have been 
administered to the age group 
of 45-60-years old individuals, 
officials figures revealed.

According to the official fig-
ures a total of 24, 58,023 vac-
cination doses were ad-
ministered to the people 
among which Dose-I was 
given to 20,57,947 persons and 
Dose-II to 4,00,076 persons.

As per the figures, the maxi-
mum vaccination till date was 
taken by the age-group of 45-60 
year old.

“The vaccination taken up 
by this age group includes 10, 
56,011 followed by the age-
group of above 60-years of age 
which has recorded a total of 
7,49,281 vaccinations in its cat-
egory,” read the figures.

The official figures further 
reveal that there are a total of 
1561 COVID-19 vaccination sites 

among which 1545 are govern-
ment while 16 are private.

Similar- ly, a total of 1,93,457 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
were given to the 
age- group of 30-

45 years old fol-
lowed by the 
least number 
of vaccines 
that were 
given to the 
age-group of 

1 0 - 30 years old 
i n - cludes 59,113 
doses.

Pertinently, the vaccination 
drive for above the age group 
of 18 to 45 years of age started 
from May 01, 2021. However the 
vaccination for above 45 years 
old had started earlier.

As per the statistics, among 
the total vaccinations adminis-
tered so far includes 12, 10,366 
male, 8,47,213 females and 368 
individuals of other categories.

It also reveals that of the total 
doses administered, Covishield 
vaccine doses given are 24,54,697 
and Covaxin doses given are 5,326.

ACB Arrests Principal Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Doda For Accepting Bribe

JAMMU: The Anti Corruption Bu-
reau Monday said that it arrested 
the principal of Kendriya Vidya-
laya Doda for accepting bribe.

In a statement, ACB said that it 
received a complaint against the 
Principal Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
Doda Rajeev Kumar Mahajan, 
who is also Incharge Principal, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Bhaderwah. 

It was alleged that the com-
plainant had applied for the is-
suance of Transfer Certificate 
(TC) of his minor daughter who 
is studying in KV Kishtwar, for 
her transfer from KV Kishtwar 
to KV Bhaderwah.

“The complainant contacted 
Principal KV Bhaderwah seek-
ing her transfer. The I/C KV 
Bhaderwah, Rajeev Kumar Ma-
hajan, kept on delaying matter 
and demanded Rs. 25,000/- for 
managing the transfer of his 
daughter from KV Kishtwar to 
KV Bhaderwah. The complain-
ant explained his inability to 
pay such a huge amount. The 

said principal of KV Bhader-
wah agreed on an amount of 
Rs.15000/- to do the needful 
and called the complainant to 
Doda near the Post office with 
the bribe amount.”

The statement said that he 
approached the Anti Corrup-
tion Bureau with the complaint 
of demand for a bribe amount. 
“On receipt of the complaint, a 
case FIR No.01 of 2021 U/S 7 PC 
Act. 1988 IPC was registered in 
Police Station ACB Udhampur 
and investigation was taken up.”

It said a trap team was consti-
tuted. “The trap was successful. 
The Trap team caught Rajeev 
Mahajan Principal Kendriya Vi-
dalaya Doda red handed while 
demanding and accepting the 
bribe from the complainant. The 
amount of bribe to the tune of 
Rs. 15,000/- was also recovered 
on the spot. He was arrested 
and taken in custody by the ACB 
team. Further investigation of 
the case is going on.”

Image for representation

Im
age for representation

Bear Attack: Rescue Ops 
Continue For 2nd Day 
In Kangan

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: The rescue 
operation by State Disas-
ter Reserve Force, wild-
life officials, villagers and 
volunteers continued for 
the second straight day to 
trace the youth, who went 
missing after bear attack 
in Dumail Naranag forest 
area in Central Kashmir's 
Ganderbal district on 
Sunday.

An official said that a 
team of Kangan Police, 
SDRF unit Ganderbal, lo-
cals and wildlife officials 
intensified the rescue op-
eration on the second day 
today to trace the missing 
youth in the forests.

He said that the rescue 
operation was called off last 
evening due to darkness.

On Sunday three youth 
were attacked by a wild 
bear in the forest area. 
The official said that two 
youth were rescued in 
injured conditions while 
another went missing in 
the forest area.

He said that soon after 
the incident, a team of 
Kangan police and wild-
life officials launched a 
rescue operation to trace 
the missing youth. The 
missing youth has been 
identified as Javaid Ah-
mad Mir, son of Ghulam 
Nabi Mir, a resident of 
Wangath.

Police Arrest 17 Persons, Seize 10 
Vehicles For Illegal Mining

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police Monday arrested sev-
enteen persons and seized ten 
vehicles involved in illegal extrac-
tion and transportation of raw 
materials in Baramulla and Ban-
dipora districts in north Kashmir.

A police spokesperson said 
that in Baramulla, police parties 
from Police Station Kreeri and Po-

lice Post Mirgund arrested seven 
persons and seized 6 tractors & 
a JCB machine involved in illegal 
extraction and transportation of 
raw materials at Odina, Yakhman-
pora, Diver areas. “They have been 
shifted to a police station where 
they remain in custody.”

Similarly, the spokesperson 
said that in Bandipora a Police 
Party from Police Post Ajas along 
with teams of Mining and Geol-

ogy Department seized 3 vehicles 
and arrested 10 persons involved 
in illegal extraction and transpor-
tation of raw materials in SK Bala 
Ajas, Sumbal. “They have been 
shifted to a police station where 
they remain in custody.”

Accordingly, he said, cases un-
der relevant sections of law have 
been registered in concerned po-
lice stations and investigations 
have been taken up.

Private Vehicles Hits 14-year-old To Death In Kangan
Observer News Service 

KANGAN: A 14-year-old girl died af-
ter she was hit by a private vehicle 
in Maamer area of Kangan in central 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Officials said that a private ve-
hicle Hyundai I-10 hit a girl on Monday at Mamer Kangan on 

Srinagar-Leh highway killing her 
on the spot.

The girl has been identified as 
Khalida Bano (14) daughter of 
Angreez Ali Thekrey, a resident of 
Thekrey Pati, Kangan.

They said that the driver of the 
vehicles has been arrested.

Image for representation

Image for representation
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IPL 2021: KKR Vs RCB 
Postponed After 2 KKR 
Players Test COVID Positive

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The COVID-19 storm 
struck IPL on Monday with Kolkata 
Knight Riders' Varun Chakravarthy 
and Sandeep Warrier testing posi-
tive for the dreaded virus, forcing 
postponement of the team's game 
against Royal Challengers Bangalore 
in Ahmedabad on Monday evening.

The match will be rescheduled 
some time later during the tourna-
ment, which will conclude on May 30.

"Varun Chakaravarthy and 
Sandeep Warrier were found to be 
positive in the third round of test-
ing in the last four days. All other 
team members have tested nega-
tive for Covid," the star-studded 
league, which features the biggest 
names in international cricket, 
said in a press release.

Leg-spinner Chakravarthy and 
pacer Warrier, both 30, have been 
isolated and the rest of the KKR 
contingent has returned negative 
reports for now. Of the two, War-
rier has not yet made the playing 
XI in any of the seven matches KKR 
have played.

"The Medical Team is in con-
tinuous touch with the duo and 
are monitoring their health. Mean-
while, the Kolkata Knight Riders 
have now moved towards a daily 
testing routine to identify any oth-
er possible cases and treat them at 
the earliest," the IPL stated.

"The Medical Team is also de-
termining the close and casual 
contacts of the two positive cases 
during the 48 hours prior to col-
lection of the sample that returned 
the positive test results," it added.

KKR last played on April 29 
against Delhi Capitals in Ahmed-
abad and the development is 
bound to trigger anxiety in the 
league, which had been going 
along smoothly so far in a bio-
secure bubble in front of empty 
stands across six venues.

"Now, the DC players (currently 
in Ahmedabad) will also have to 
be tested and every member of 
the team contingents that came 
in contact with Chakravarthy and 
Warrier will also be contact-traced 
through the app watch that has 
been given to everyone," a BCCI 
source said.

According to IPL's Standard Op-
erating Procedure for Covid man-
agement, any close contact of an 
infected person has to isolate for 
six days and return three negative 
tests on days 1, 3 and 6.

It is learnt that KKR's pace 
spearhead Pat Cummins revealed 
the latest development to all the 
Australian players in the IPL after 
Chakravarthy, while undergoing 
some shoulder scans for a niggle 
after Thursday's game, tested posi-
tive for the virus.

Chakravarthy has appeared in all 

of KKR matches so far and has been 
one of their most successful players 
with seven wickets under his belt.

The Chennai Super Kings team, 
which is currently in Delhi but was 
part of the bio-bubble that included 
KKR in Mumbai, is also awaiting re-
ports of its players who came in con-
tact with Chakravarthy last month.

"All CSK players who have been in 
touch with Chakravarthy have been 
tested as per contact-tracing proto-
cols. We are awaiting reports," CSK 
CEO Kashi Viswanathan told PTI.

KKR and CSK had clashed on 
April 21 in Mumbai.

IPL had dealt with positive cases 
before the tournament started, in-
cluding some high-profile names 
like Axar Patel and Devdutt Padikkal.

However, this is the first in-
stance of positive cases in the mid-
dle of the tournament.

"The BCCI and the Kolkata 
Knight Riders prioritise the health 
and safety of everyone involved 
and all measures are being taken 
in that endeavour," the IPL stated.

Just days before this, three Aus-
tralian players had pulled out of 
the league, citing Covid concerns 
amid a devastating second wave of 
the global pandemic that has over-
whelmed the medical infrastruc-
ture of the country.

India are currently recording 
over 3 lakh cases every day and 
more than 3,000 daily deaths.

MI Vs SRH, Preview: Resurgent Mumbai Indians 
Favourites Against SunRisers Hyderabad
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Back in the groove af-
ter two consecutive wins, defend-
ing champions Mumbai Indians 
will be firm favourites to put it past 
the turbulence-hit and bottom-
placed SunRisers Hyderabad in an 
IPL game here on Tuesday.

Mumbai will enter the game af-
ter their four-wicket win over in-
form Chennai Super Kings cour-
tesy Kieron Pollard's blitzkrieg.

SunRisers, in contrast, suffered a 
humiliating 55-run loss to Rajasthan 
Royals, their sixth in seven games 
this season. They are also battling 
a transitional phase in which Kane 
Williamson has taken over captain-
cy from an out of form David War-
ner, leaving him disappointed.

Mumbai openers Rohit Sharma 
(250 runs) and Quinton De Kock 
(155 runs) would be itching to give 
the five-time champions another 
strong platform and also convert 
their starts into big scores.

Mumbai's hard-hitting middle-
order has clicked in the last two 
games, which would be quite 
pleasing for the team manage-
ment. Pollard (168 runs), who 

blazed his way to a match-win-
ning 87 off 34 balls in the last 
game, would be keen to continue 
from where he left.

The likes of Krunal Pandya (100 
runs), Hardik Pandya (52 runs) 
and the flamboyant Suryakumar 
Yadav (173 runs) can be destruc-
tive on their day and the trio 
wouldbe aiming to fire in unison.

Also, it remains to be seen if 
Mumbai plays Ishan Kishan or Jay-
ant Yadav in place of all-rounder 
James Neesham, who neither scored 
big nor was able to pick up wickets.

However, the Mumbai bowlers 
would need to forget the ham-
mering received at the hands of 
the CSK batsmen and start afresh.

The pace duo of Jasprit Bumrah 
(6 wickets) and Trent Boult (8 wick-
ets) have been exceptional at the 
death and would pose a big threat 
to the SRH batting unit, which has 
been inconsistent at best.

Leg-spinner Rahul Chahar (11 
wickets) has been the MI's main 
wicket-taker, but he would need 
support from Krunal, who has just 
three scalps. The duo would need 
to keep things tight to contain the 
SRH batters.

Pollard, also picked up two im-
portant wickets in the last game 
and can fill in the role of fifth or 
sixth bowler.

However, there are problems 
aplenty for SRH.

They are over-reliant on their 
top-order, especially Jonny Bair-
stow (248 runs), but their middle-
order has faltered most often.

Against RR, they dropped War-
ner and opened with Manish Pan-
dey and Jonny Bairstow, with Wil-
liamson coming in at three. If they 
persist with the same line-up, the 
three need to fire on all cylinders.

Also, the likes of Vijay Shan-
kar (58 runs), Kedar Jadhav (40 
runs), Abdul Samad (36 runs) and 
Mohammed Nabi (31 runs), if he 
plays, will have to get some runs 
for the side to have any chance of 
building a momentum.

On the bowling front, star leg-
spinner Rashid Khan has been the 
pick of the bowlers with 10 wickets 
but pacers Bhuvneshwar Kumar (3 
wickets) and Khaleel Ahmed (4 
wickets) would need to find their 
form too. It remains to be seen if 
Sandeep Sharma plays again or 
makes way for Siddharth Kaul.

No Going Back Now: 
Teams On Edge As COVID 
Breaches IPL Bio-Bubble

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Players, especially 
overseas recruits, are feeling edgier 
following the emergence of two 
COVID-19 cases in the Kolkata 
Knight Riders camp on Monday 
but teams feel "there is no going 
back" and the IPL should continue 
despite the ever-increasing threat 
of the raging pandemic.

Questions are being raised on 
how a strict bio-bubble created for 
the world's biggest T20 league was 
breached after KKR's Varun Chakra-
varthy and Sandeep Warrier got in-
fected with the deadly virus.

Foreign players, who were already 
anxious about getting home with 
travel restricted from India, are a 
more worried lot.

"There is no going back now with 
half of the tournament done. The 
news (positive cases in KKR) makes 
the BCCI's job more challenging," a 
franchise official told PTI.

"We have been hearing that a 
player got infected because he was 
taken outside the bubble for scans. 
So, it could have happened outside 
the bubble. As far as I know, every-
one is strictly following the protocols 
laid out by the BCCI and there was no 
breach there," he added.

Another team official said the 
tournament should continue as 
long as more teams are not affected 
by the virus.

"Even if you have to pause the tour-
nament, how long can you hold back? 
The only way is to keep isolating the 
positive cases and keep playing. The 
players are naturally more anxious 
now but it is mainly because they are 
not sure about how they would get 
back home," said the official.

UK, Australia and New Zealand 
have banned travellers from India 

and a sizeable number of players 
competing in the IPL are from the 
these countries.

Some foreign players like Austra-
lia's Adam Zampa, Kane Richardson 
and Andrew Tye left in the nick of 
time before travel bans came into ef-
fect but most of them have chosen to 
stay back and see out the event end-
ing May 30.

"We should let the BCCI decide 
what is best for all of us. Flooding 
them with too many opinions on 
what should be done following the 
cases at KKR would only lead to 
more confusion," said another top 
official of a team.

Five-time winners Mumbai Indi-
ans were already testing their players 
on a daily basis and other teams are 
likely to follow that in the wake of 
cases at KKR.

KKR players have been told to iso-
late in the room and even teams like 
Delhi Capitals have told its players and 
support staff to stay in their rooms af-
ter the development on Monday.

The two sides played each other 
four days ago.

"Following the news, we have 
been told to stay in our rooms and 
strictly follow the protocols. The 
players are fully aware that the situ-
ation outside is grim and the IPL bio 
bubble is a much safer environment 
at this point in time," said a support 
staff member of a leading franchise.

A former India player competing 
in the league summed it up aptly.

"There is a lot of anxiety among 
players. Obviously we are being test-
ed every second day but looking at 
the situation in the country, you are 
always scared what next in case you 
test positive," he said.

"We are hanging in there but you 
cannot just negate the fear factor," he 
added.

Cricket Australia Pledges 
AUD 50,000 To Help 
India Fight COVID-19
Press Trust of India

MELBOURNE: Cricket Australia on 
Monday pledged 50,000 Austra-
lian dollars to support India's fight 
against the devastating second 
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and will also raise more funds in 
partnership with its players' asso-
ciation and UNICEF.

India's daily cases have been 
upwards of 3 lakh on most days 
for the past couple of weeks and 
have also breached the 4 lakh 
mark. The death toll has been 
rising by over 3,000 everyday, ac-
cording to official figures.

"Australian Cricket will throw 
its support behind India's CO-
VID-19 Crisis Appeal, with Cricket 
Australia, the Australian Cricketers; 
Association and UNICEF Australia 
partnering to raise much needed 
funds," CA said in a statement.

"Australian Cricket has been 
deeply saddened by the devasta-
tion caused by this second coro-
navirus wave to hit India, a coun-

try with which Australians share a 
strong friendship and connection.

"Cricket Australia will make an 
initial donation of AUD 50,000 
and encourage Australians every-
where to give generously at this 
crucial time in India's COVID-19 
response."

The funds raised by CA will 
be donated to UNICEF Australia, 
which will utilise it in various re-
lief initiatives in India.

"UNICEF Australia's India CO-
VID-19 Crisis Appeal is procuring 
and installing Oxygen Generation 
Plants in hospitals to treat seri-
ously ill patients, providing testing 
equipments in heavily impacted 
districts and supporting the distri-
bution of COVID-19 vaccine via the 
COVAX initiative," the CA added.

The second wave of COVID-19 
pandemic has wreaked havoc 
in India with the health-care in-
frastructure across the country 
struggling to cope with the case 
load amid shortage of oxygen 
supply and essential medicines.

India 2nd In T20, Drop 
To 3rd In ODI After 
Updated ICC Rankings
Press Trust of India

DUBAI: India retained the second 
place in the ICC Twenty20 team 
rankings but dropped a rung to third 
in the ODI chart following the an-
nual update carried out on Monday.

India are trailing top-ranked Eng-
land (277) by five rating points in the 
T20 team rankings.

During this period, England drew 
a three-match series against Paki-
stan 1-1, defeated Australia 2-1 and 
South Africa 3-0 before losing an 
away series to India by a 2-3 margin.

New Zealand have also gained in 
the annual T20I update, moving up 
from fifth to third after series wins over 
the West Indies, Pakistan, Australia and 
Bangladesh. Australia have moved the 
other way, down from third to fifth.

In other movements at the top 
of the T20I rankings table, Sri Lanka 
and Bangladesh have gained one 
place each to reach eighth and 
ninth positions, respectively, while 
the West Indies have dropped two 
places to 10th.

According to the ICC, these up-
dates eliminate results from 2017-18 
and halve the weighting of matches 
played in 2019-20, which includes 
the 2019 World Cup.

In the annual update of the ODI 
Team rankings, India dropped a 
place to third behind Australia and 
new table toppers New Zealand.

The Kiwis have replaced reigning 
world champions England as the num-
ber one ranked side in the ODI rankings.

New Zealand, who defeated Ban-
gladesh 3-0 in their only ODI series 
during the past year, have advanced 
two slots after gaining three rating 
points to reach an aggregate of 121. 

Australia are second with 118 points 
while India and England are both on 
115, with the former ahead on deci-
mal points.

England's slip down to fourth 
position comes in the second an-
nual update since they won the ICC 
Men’'s Cricket World Cup at Lord's in 
the summer of 2019.

In the past 12 months, England 
have suffered 1-2 series losses to 
Australia and India, as well as an ODI 
lost to Ireland.

The latest update, that rates all 
matches played since May 2020 at 
100 per cent and those of the previ-
ous two years at 50 per cent, sees 
Australia move up two places from 
fourth to second and India drop one 
place to third. The West Indies have 
overtaken Sri Lanka to ninth position.

The Netherlands have been al-
lowed to retain their ranking despite 
only having played four ODIs during 
the new rating period, since their 
scheduled fixtures were postponed 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

There has been no change of plac-
es in either format for Afghanistan, 
Pakistan or South Africa. Afghani-
stan are 10th in ODIs and seventh in 
T20Is, Pakistan are sixth in ODIs and 
fourth in T20Is while South Africa 
are fifth in ODIs and sixth in T20Is.

Despite the pandemic, 80 coun-
tries have played the requisite six 
T20Is over the past three years to 
remain in the rankings. Five coun-
tries have lost their ranking after the 
update -- Gambia, Ghana, Hungary, 
Sierra Leone and Sweden.

The annual update to the Test 
rankings will be carried out follow-
ing the conclusion of the ongoing 
Pakistan-Zimbabwe series.

‘Not Letting Us Get Back 
Home A Disgrace’ Slater 
Lambasts Aus PM Morrison

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Cricketer-turned-
commentator Michael Slater, who is 
currently doing commentary in the 
IPL here, has launched a scathing at-
tack on his country's Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison for not allowing its 
citizens to return from COVID-19 hit 
India, calling the travel ban a "dis-
grace".

Australia has shut its borders and 
not allowing any commercial flights 
from India because of the massive 
COVID-19 surge here which has led 
to all the players, support staff and 
commentators, who might have 
wanted to leave the IPL in a fix.

The government has made it clear 
that Australians who are engaged in 
the IPL will have to make their own 
arrangements.

"If our Government cared for 
the safety of Aussies they would al-
low us to get home. It's a disgrace!! 
Blood on your hands PM. How dare 
you treat us like this. How about you 

sort out quarantine system. I had 
government permission to work on 
the IPL but I now have government 
neglect," Slater tweeted.

Threatening a five-year jail term 
or hefty fine, the Australian govern-
ment temporarily barred its citizens 
from entering the country if they 
happened to be in India within 14 
days of their intended arrival.

The decision was announced af-
ter a meeting of the National Cabinet 
last Friday and came into force from 
Monday.

The move aims at keeping the 
COVID-19 spread in check in Austra-
lia as India is facing a surge in cases.

The decision was also based on 
the proportion of overseas travellers 
in quarantine in Australia, who have 
contracted the infection in India, 
according to Health Minister Greg 
Hunt.

Three Australian players left the IPL 
before the travel ban came into force. 
The ban is due to end on May 15.

As many as 14 Australian players 
are competing in the IPL.

PV Sindhu, Michelle Li Named IOC 
Ambassadors For 'Believe In Sports' Campaign
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: World champion and 
Olympic silver medallist P V Sindhu 
and world no 11 Canada's Michelle Li 
have been nominated as athlete am-
bassadors for International Olympic 
Committee's 'Believe in Sports' cam-
paign, the Badminton World Federa-
tion said on Monday.

The pair have been global ambas-
sadors for BWF's 'i am badminton' 
campaign since April last year.

"It is an honour to be nominated 
by the IOC as an ambassador. I stand 
alongside my fellow athletes in the 
fight against any form of cheating 
or competition manipulation. To-
gether we are stronger," Sindhu said 
in a release.

Lavishing praise on Sindhu, Bad-
minton Association of India (BAI) 
general secretary Ajay Singhania 
said: "This is a recognition of her sin-

cerity, fair-play and integrity towards 
the game she has dedicated and 
played through her sporting years.

"We at BAI are extremely delight-
ed and proud to see this champion 
athlete is chosen for this coveted 
honour at the world stage."

In badminton, manipulation or 
match fixing, includes influencing 
the course or the result of a badmin-
ton match in order to obtain an ad-
vantage for the individual or others.

"We all want to be on the same 

start line. It's so important to be fair 
as that's a true representation of 
what your ability is," said 2014 Com-
monwealth Games champion Li.

As part of the campaign, Sindhu 
and Li will be engaging with the 
badminton athlete community 
through online webinars and social 
media messages to highlight the 
risks involved and educate them on 
how best to safeguard and protect 
themselves in light of opportunities 
to manipulate their competition.

"Competition manipulation has 
become an increasingly global con-
cern and protecting honest players 
is a top priority for the BWF," BWF 
secretary general Thomas Lund said.

"By joining forces with the IOC in 
nominating two of our most popu-
lar players, Pusarla (Sindhu) and Li 
as ambassadors, we believe we can 
have a positive impact in the fight to 
protect integrity in sport."

Protesting Man United Fans Storm 
Old Trafford, Force Match Postponement
Agencies

MANCHESTER: In an unprecedent-
ed moment for the world's richest 
football competition, the Premier 
League was forced to abandon one 
of the biggest matches of the season 
after an invasion of Old Trafford by 
Manchester United fans.

The storming of the stadium — 
shut to fans during the pandemic 
— came hours before United was 
due to host Liverpool. As fans pro-
tested on the field against United's 
owners — the Glazer family — 
flares were set off and thousands 
more supporters filled the con-
course outside Old Trafford.

Ugly scenes erupted as police 
clashed with supporters who are 
enraged by 16 years of lack of en-
gagement by the Glazers which 
peaked with their decision to take 

United into a breakaway European 
Super League which collapsed two 
weeks ago inside 48 hours.

The players didn't even attempt 
to make it to the stadium, with 
United's squad unable to leave its 
central Manchester hotel due to 
another outbreak of protests.

The Manchester United Sup-
porters' Trust raised the possibil-

ity of a gate being opened to let 
fans enter the stadium. The only 
communication from the club was 
via an unnamed statement rather 
than the Glazers.

"We completely acknowledge 
the right to free expression and 
peaceful protest," United said.

"However, we regret the disrup-
tion to the team and actions which 

put other fans, staff, and the police 
in danger."

The protesters only dispersed 
after a baton charge by police but 
the Premier League determined 
the "dangerous situation that 
should have no place in football" 
meant the game couldn't go ahead. 
A victory for deposed champion 
Liverpool over second-place Unit-
ed would have clinched the title 
for Manchester City.

There have been smaller protests 
at Arsenal and Tottenham since 
those clubs were part of the six 
English clubs who tried to join the 
breakaway European competition.

But there was no significant an-
ger in north London before Totten-
ham played Sheffield United, win-
ning 4-0 after Gareth Bale scored a 
hat trick and Son Heung-min also 
netted to take the team fifth.


