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COVID-19: EXPERTS WARN 
OF DEADLY SECOND WAVE

ARE COVID-19 VACCINES SAFE? 
Taking a vaccination is the first step 
towards protecting yourself. While certain 
side effects are there depending on 
individual cases, this shouldn’t dissuade 
people from taking the vaccine in the first 
place, as per the doctors....

The Covid-19 resurgence wave is very steep, and if the 
callous attitude of people continues, lockdown is the only 
option to control the pandemic, experts said on Monday...

The Divisional Commissioner (Div Com) Kashmir, Pandurang 
K Pole Monday reviewed the preservation of Dal Lake. During 
the meeting, the Div Com stressed for a sustained...
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GOVT TO REMOVE ILLEGAL BARBECUE 
STALLS ALONGSIDE DAL LAKE
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A loving heart is 
the truest wisdom.

—Charles Dickens

Widom

CBI Nabs Two 
Officials With Bribe
SRINAGAR: The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) on Monday 
arrested two officers, including a 
woman of a prominent insurance 
company while accepting a hefty 
bribe in Lal Chowk area of this capital 
city. RK Goyal, Senior Divisional Man-
ager, National Insurance Company 
Ltd and her colleague Nahida Gaffar 
were arrested while accepting a bribe 
of Rs 2 lakh from a  More On P10

Soldier Dies Of 
Cardiac Arrest
SRINAGAR: An army man died after 
suffering a cardiac arrest on Monday 
in this capital city, reports said.
The body of Naik Sanjay Kumar of 
15 corps was brought to the Police 
Control Room (PCR) hospital here 
on Monday for medical formalities, 
officials told news agency KNO.
He had reportedly died due to cardiac 
arrest this morning, they said.

Misfire Creates Panic 
In Budgam Court
SRINAGAR: Panic gripped the 
district court in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district on Monday after 
a policeman’s rifle accidentally off 
leaving a hole in a parked car.
The incident, as per the reports, 
occurred on Monday when a team 
of cops from police station Budgam 
reached the district court complex in 
a case related to the remand of an 
accused. In the  More On P10

Bear Injures Forest 
Dept Employee
SRINAGAR: A forest department 
employee on Monday was attacked 
and injured by a bear in Tangmarg 
area of Baramulla district.
Mohammad Sultan Magray of 
Panditpora village of Tangmarg was 
passing through Zandpal forest area 
when a bear attacked and injured 
him, reports said. A forest depart-
ment employee, Magray was rushed 
to Sub District  More On P10

Corona Surge Continues 
In J&K, 1516 Test Positive

SITUATION 
UNDER 
CONTROL: 
ADVISOR

Use X-Rays, CT Scans To Rule 
Out False Negatives: Experts

GMC Suspends Classes

The authorities at the Government Medical College (GMC) Srinagar 
ordered suspension of all the UG Classes (MBBS, B.Sc. Paramedics/ 
Nursing & Other Paramedics) till May 15 in wake of coronavirus situa-

tion. “Pursuant to Government order no.21 JK (DMMR)   More On P10

2 Militants Killed 
In Shopian 
Encounter: Police

Army Replaces Red Flags 
With White-And Blue To 
Remove ‘Alienation’

Baramulla-Banihal 
Rail Line Will Be 
Electrified: Pole
Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The 137-kilome-
ter Baramulla-Banihal railway 
line will be electrified and the 
work on the project will start in 
a week's time, Divisional com-
missioner Kashmir Pandurang 
K Pole said on Monday.

Pole made these remarks 
while chairing a meeting of the 
officials concerned to discuss 
the execution of the project.

The meeting, among oth-
ers, was attended by deputy 
commissioners of Budgam, 
Baramulla, SSPs concerned, 
ADC Srinagar and AGM Ircon.

Emphasising on speedy 
work execution, Pole said the 
work on the project will be 
carried out round the clock for 
its early completion.

He said in the first phase, 
electrification work will be 
started from Budgam Railway 
station towards Baramulla, 
while Srinagar and south 
Kashmir districts up to Banihal 
Railway Station will be cov-
ered in next phases.

In order to ensure smooth 
execution of  More On P10

Re-Registration Of Outside Vehicles

RTO Kashmir Asked To Appear 
With Records On April 21

Sun Shines On Valley But More 
Rainfall Predicted This Week

Highway Open For Two-Way Traffic Today

Traffic authorities on Monday said that there would both way traffic on Jammu-Srinagar highway, the only 
surface link connecting Kashmir with the outside world. ‘Tomorrow (Tuesday), subject to fair weather and better 
road condition, LMVs (Passenger) shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW viz Jammu towards 

Srinagar and vice-versa . However, TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the traffic,” a 
traffic department official said in a communiqué.  “HMVs shall be allowed from Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar 
from 1500 hrs to 2200 hrs. TCU Udhampur shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs.”

‘Serious, Shocking’: ‘Kashmir-Less’ 
PCC Creates Concerns In Valley

Deadly Infection Claims 6 More Lives
Dulloo Makes 
Fervent Request 
For Vaccination

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Showing no sign 
of decline, coronavirus cases 
continue to peak in Jammu and 
Kashmir as 1516 more people, in-
cluding 231 travellers tested pos-
itive for virus on Monday, while 
six more people succumbed to 
the infection during the last 24 
hours in the Union Territory.

While 748 fresh cases of infec-
tion were reported from Kashmir 

valley, the remaining 768 were 
detected across the Jammu re-
gion, taking the total number 
of people infected by the virus 
since the outbreak of pandemic 
last year to 148208 in J&K.

On Sunday, J&K reported high-
est single day spike of this year 
with 1526 cases and six deaths.

Giving district wise details of 
the cases that include 231 trav-
ellers, officials said, Srinagar re-
ported 383,   More On P10

The Jammu and Kashmir administration Monday assured that the coronavirus situation was under control and all the requirements 
including oxygen, medicines beds and other parameters are available in sufficient quantity. There is a steep rise in COVID-19 cases across 
the parts of India including Jammu and Kashmir with the resurgence having more infection potential forcing authorities to order the clo-

sure of educational institutions and place required restrictions to contain the spread. A local news agency KNO quoted Lieutenant Governor’s 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar as saying that the administration was responding to all the requirements including the medicines and oxygen. "The 
situation is under control across the region and everything will be ensured as per the situation demand," he told the wire.  More On P10

Financial Commissioner, Health and 
Medical Education Atal Dulloo, on Monday 
issued an appeal to all eligible people, 
including healthcare workers to get vacci-
nated immediately,  More On P10

Press Trust Of India

Amid a staggering surge in 
COVID-19 cases, India's top 
experts on Monday said 

RT-PCR tests detect coronavirus 
in around 80 per cent of the 
cases, so clinical features and 
CT scans/chest X-rays should be 
used to rule out false negatives in 
symptomatic patients followed 
by a repeat test after 24 hours.

Amid SARS COV-2 ''variants 
of concern'' circulating, they 
said RT-PCR tests do not miss 
mutations as the ones being used 
in India target more than two 
genes. According to government 
data till April 15, a total of 1,189 
samples have tested positive for 
''variants of concern'' of SARS 
COV-2 in India which include 1,109 
samples with the UK variant, 79 
samples with   More On P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two Hizbul 
Mujahideen militants were 
killed on Monday in a gun-
battle with government forces 
in south Kashmir’s Shopian 
district, police said.

According to police of-
ficials, special operations 
group (SOG) of police, army’s 
34 RR and CRPF on Monday 
laid a siege around Zeipora 
village of the district on spe-
cific information about the 

presence of militants in the 
village. When the joint team 
started combing operations, 
the officials said, the mili-
tants hiding in the village 
opened fire upon them in a 
bid to thwart their advances.

“The search team returned 
the fire setting off an en-
counter. In the ensuing en-
counter, two militants were 
killed,” officials said.

They added that the mili-
tants turned down repeated 
surrender  More On P10

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Valley 
on Monday witnessed a 
bright sunshine after days of 
incessant rains, even as the 
weather department forecast 
light rains in next few days 
across the Union Territory.

 “Scattered light rain 
and thundershowers are 
expected on Tuesday and 
Wednesday besides wide-
spread rain on April 23 and 
isolated showers on April 
24,” a meteorological de-
partment official said.

The weather depart-
ment has also issued 

‘yellow warning for “iso-
lated thunder/lightning with 
gusty wind 30- 40-kmph” 
for both Jammu and Kashmir 
divisions for three days from 
April 20-22.

There are four types 
of colour codes signify-
ing the level of caution: 
green which means no ac-

tion, yellow—situation to be 
watched), amber –govern-
ment agencies need to be 
prepared for severe weather 
and red –action needed by 
the agencies.

Meanwhile, the meteoro-
logical department official 
said that Srinagar received 
9.6mm of rainfall in the last 24 
hours till 8:30 a.m., while the 
summer capital of J&K record-
ed a low of 7.6 degree Celsius 
against 7.8 degree Celsius on 

the previous night.
Qazigund received 

4.0mm of rain during the 
time and recorded a low 
of  More On P10

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The Army in Jammu 
and Kashmir has replaced red 
flags on its vehicles with white-
and-blue ones and road barri-
ers in sensitive zones have been 
given a new look in a move to 
ease the feeling of alienation 
among people during security 
checks and drills, an Army of-
ficial said on Sunday.

"Nowadays, the Army vehicles 

in Kashmir are moving with 
white-and-blue flags. Earlier, 
the Army vehicles used to have 
red flags and even the soldiers 
in Road Opening Parties carried 
red flags while clearing way for 
convoys, the Army official said.

He said road barriers in sen-
sitive zones have also been 
given a new look.

"These steps have been taken 
to address the feeling of alien-
ation among  More On P10

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court on 
Monday directed RTO 
Kashmir to appear before it on 
Wednesday even as it sought 
government’s response to a 
plea regarding re-registration 

of the outside vehicles.
The petition was filed by 

one Irshad Hussain Munshi, 
a resident of Buchpora 
Srinagar, and a division bench 
of Justices Mohammad 
Magrey and Vinod Chattreji 
Koul asked the government 
to file the  More On P10

New Wave Of Covid-19 has forced people indoors and otherwise bustling Boulevard remained largely 
deserted on Monday. KO Photo Abid Bhat

ARMS, AMMUNITION & OTHER 
INCRIMINATING materials were recovered from 
the site of encounter. All the recovered materials 

have been taken into case records for further investigation 
and to probe their complicity in other crimes.”  More On P10

Umer Ahmad

Days after Delhi downgrad-
ed Jammu and Kashmir 
Pollution Control Board 

(JKPCB) to Pollution Control 
Committee (JKPCC) without 
Kashmir representation, en-
vironmental lawyer Nadeem 
Qadri and his battery of activ-
ists is mulling to take a judicial 
route to counter the move.

“It’s a very serious matter,” 
Qadri told Kashmir Observer.

“If Commissioner JMC is in 
the committee, why not it’s 
counterpart from Kashmir 
division?”

The lawyer said his team is 

analyzing the legal aspects in the 
Gazette Notification of March 25 
“and will file a Public Interest 

Litigation (PIL) and challenge 
the decision in the High Court”.

Earlier concerns grew among 

the Kashmir based environ-
mentalists after the Centre for-
mulated a 14 member Pollution 
Control Committee, without 
considering any governmental 
or non-governmental member 
from Kashmir.

The members in the com-
mittee include Commissioner 
JMC, Medical Superintendent 
GMC Jammu, Regional Officer 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forests & Climate Change Govt 
of India Jammu, Dr. Pankaj 
Chandan Director NGO Nature, 
Wildlife and Climate Change 
based in Jammu, Prof Anil Raina 
Department of Environmental 
Science Jammu  More On P10



DISCLAIMER: KASHMIR OBSERVER MAKES EVERY EFFORT  TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION CARRIED IN DISPLAY/ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, APPEARING IN THE NEWSPAPER IS CORRECT. HOWEVER THE NEWSPAPER TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY ENDORSE THE CONTENTS OF THESE ADVERTS. THE READERS ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO VERIFY THE CONTENTS BEFORE ACTING THEREUPON. MANAGEMENT

CALL +91-194 2502327
To place an advertisement

mcb

Gulshana Begum W/O Lt Gh Din Gojree 2. Ashiq Hussain 3 Abid Hussain 
S's/O Late Gh Din Gojree 4 Rukhsana  Akhter Shakeel D/O Lt Gh Din Gojree 
R's/O Lathishah Sopore A/P Krankshivan  Colony Sopore 

V/S Public At Large

Additional District 
Judge Sopore (KMR) ams

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER  BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE

Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri : Feroze Ahmad Dar S/o:   Abdul Gani 
Dar R/o:  Badipora Chadoora Budgam  owner of 
vehicle bearing  Registration No: JK04D-1016 
for cancellation of hire purchase agreement 
with M/S J&K Bank ltd B/U Nagam .
 Now therefore it is notified for the information of 
the general public that objections if any to the proposed can-
cellation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing 
in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO 
Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of publication 
of this notice in the daily newspaper . 
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.311  
 Dated  19-04-2021 Assistant Regional Transport 
mcb officer Budgam Kashmir

Office of the Assistant Regional
 Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been 
received by this office from Mr./Mrs  
Jamsheed Ahamd Dar S/O Ghulam 
Mohammad Dar R/;O Pashpora Keegam 
Shopian  (Party No 1st) as Transferor, 
(seller) owner of the vehicle Bearing 
Regd. No. JK222A- 6311  (Commercial/ 

Non Commercial ) covering under R/P NO: -------
And 
Ajaz Ahamd Bhat S/O Gh Mohammad Bhat R/O Bongam Shopian  (Parti 
No 2nd ) as Transferee (purchaser) requesting for transfer of Ownership  
of the above noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd 
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having objection  
regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection within seven 
(7) days from the datte of publication of this notice to the office of the 
undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after stipulated 
period.

No : ARTO/Spn/476
Dated 19-04-2021

S/D Asst Regional 
ast Transport Officer Shopian

Govt of Jammu and Kashmir
Department of Rural Development &

 Panchayati Raj
Office of Block Development Officer Budgam

Notice Inviting Quotations

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K, Sealed quotations are 
invited from reputed/ relevant /eligible DPR consulting firms for 
formulation of detailed project report (DPR) for development of 
proposed works under KLC of Village Nagaradkah Halqa -Mamath 
Block Budgam, District Budgam.
The quotation forms containing a detailed information, eligibility 
criteria, terms and conditions of contract, scope of work , payment 
terms etc. can be obtained from the office of the Undersigned af-
ter depositing a non-refundable cash payment of Rs 300/- and 
the filled quotation forms must be submitted to this office by or 
before 27-04-2021 (4:00PM)  
NO : BDO/BUD/84-87  
DATED 19-04-2021  

Block Development 
ZNA Officeer Budgam

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have Lost my driving licence bearing dl no: jk0520170058752. 
Now I am applying for the duplicate of the same if anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her ob-
jection in the office of the ARTO Sopore within a period of seven 
days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no 
objection shall be entertained. 
Shabir Ahmad Khan 
S/O Mohmade Yobe Khan 
R/O Chandusa Baramulla   bmg

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name has been wrongly written in my Share Certificate (of 
1000 Shares)  as Hajrah While my correct name is Hajira Banoo 
which needs immediate correction. If anybody having any ob-
jection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the 
office of the J&K Bank Headquarters Dalgat Srinagar  within a 
period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
After that no objection shall be entertained.  
Hajira Banoo  W/O Ghulam Mohi ud din Regoo 
R/o Malangpora Awantipora distt pulwama  R/KO

Here's why both underweight, 
overweight women are at higher 
risk of miscarriages
Agencies

A new study led 
by a team of re-
searchers at the 
University of 

Southampton has shown 
that underweight and 
overweight women are at 
a significantly higher risk 
of experiencing recurrent 
miscarriages compared to 
those of average weight. 
The systematic review 
and meta-analysis study 
is published in the journal 
Scientific Reports. The re-
search team assessed the 
link between women's life-
style and risk of recurrent 
pregnancy loss, defined 
as women having two or 
more consecutive early 
miscarriages.
Miscarriage is the most 
common complication of 
early pregnancy, affecting 
15 -- 20 per cent of all preg-
nancies. Recurrent preg-
nancy loss is a complex 
disease and although often 
attributed to numerous 
medical factors and life-
style influences, the cause 

is deemed "unexplained" 
in around 50 per cent of 
cases.
The results of this latest 
study found that there 
are higher occurrences of 
successive miscarriages 
in mothers who are un-
derweight (having a Body 
Mass Index score of less 
than 18.5), overweight 
(having BMI between 25 
and 30) and obese (having 
BMI above 30).
The study's first author, Dr 
Bonnie Ng, MRC Fellow in 

Clinical and Experimental 
Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Southampton said, 
"Our study included six-
teen studies and showed 
that being underweight or 
overweight significantly 
increases the risk of two 
consecutive pregnancy 
losses. For those with BMI 
greater than 25 and 30, 
their risk of suffering fur-
ther miscarriage increases 
by 20 per cent and 70 per 
cent respectively.'
The research team also set 

out to assess the impact of 
factors such as smoking 
and consumption of alco-
hol and caffeine. However, 
they were unable to estab-
lish conclusively whether 
these have any impact or 
not due to inconsistencies 
of the results from a small 
number of studies and het-
erogeneity in women tak-
ing part in them.
Co-author Dr George Cheri-
an, Specialist trainee in Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology, 
at Princess Anne Hospital, 
Southampton said, 'while 
our study did not find any 
associations between re-
current pregnancy loss 
and lifestyle parameters 
such as smoking, alcohol 
and caffeine intake, further 
large-scale studies are re-
quired to clarify this.'
Whilst recognising that 
more observational and 
clinical research is need-
ed to establish the full 
extent of lifestyle choices, 
the authors conclude that 
weight is a risk factor that 
can be modified to reduce 
the risk.

CRITICAL CARE AMBULANCE SERVICE
IN SRINAGAR

FOR ASSISTANCE CALL

9484-100-200; 0194-240-4000

Kashmiri American Society of Healthcare, Medical 
Education and Research (KASHMER)

Tuesday| 20-04-2021
Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

FIR KO
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS
•	 Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

This Day in History

•	 1611 - First known performance of 
Shakespeare&#39;s tragedy Macbeth at the 
Globe Theatre,

•	 London, recorded by Simon Forman
•	 1650 - Dutch East India Company (VOC) 

management sets new guidelines
•	 1657 - Battle in Santa Cruz Bay, Tenerife: English 

fleet under Robert Blake sinks Spanish silver fleet
•	 1689 - The former King James II of England, now 

deposed, lays siege to Derry
•	 1702 - Comet C/1702 H1 approaches within 

0.0437 AUs of Earth
•	 1792 - France declares war on Austria, Prussia 

&amp; Sardinia
•	 1809 - Napoleon I and French forces defeat 

Austria at Battle of Abensberg, Bavaria
•	 1862 - The first pasteurization test is completed 

by Frenchmen Louis Pasteur and Claude Bernard.
•	 1910 - Halley’s Comet passes 29th recorded 

perihelion at 87.9 mn km
•	 1915 - The Armenians rise and seize the Turkish 

town of Van, which they hold until Russians
•	 relieve them on 19 May; thousands of 

Armenians are killed
•	 1916 - German-British sea battle off Belgian coast
•	 1940 - 1st electron microscope demonstrated 

(RCA), Philadelphia, Pa
•	 1958 - Morocco demands departure of 

Spanish troops
•	 1961 - American Harold Graham makes 1st 

rocket belt flight
•	 1962 - NASA civilian pilot Neil Armstrong takes 

X-15 to 63,250 m
•	 1965 - People’s Republic China offers North 

Vietnam military aid
•	 1967 - US Surveyor 3 lands on Moon
•	 1967 - US planes bomb Haiphong for 1st time 

during Vietnam War
•	 1968 - Pierre Trudeau sworn in as Canada’s 15th 

Prime Minister
•	 1972 - Apollo 16’s Young &amp; Duke land on 

Moon with Boeing Lunar Rover #2
•	 1983 - Soyuz T-8 launched; mission aborted 

when capsule fails to dock
•	 1983 - Soyuz T-8 is launched (lands 2 days later)
•	 1988 - US accuses Renamo of killing 100,000 

Mozambiquians
•	 1993 - Uranus passes Neptune (once every 171 years
•	 1994 - Serbian army bombs hospital in Goradze 

Bosnia,	47	killed•	1994	-	Sohail	&amp;	Inzamam
•	 make world record ODI partnership of 263
•	 1994 - Space shuttle STS-59 (Endeavour 6), lands
•	 1998 - TAME Boeing 727-200 chartered by Air 

France crashes into Cerro El Cable mountain
•	 after takeoff from Bogotá, Colombia, killing 53.
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3 LET MEN AMONG 
7 KILLED IN JK

 Observer News Service

SRINAGAR – Seven persons, including six militants – three of 
them from the Lashkar-e-Taiba -were killed in separate incidents 
of violence in Jammu and Kashmir since Monday evening.

Unidentified gunmen sprayed bullets on a released militant 
of Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) Abdul Ahad 
Chak at Tangmarg Bazar, 45 kms from here in Baramulla dis-
trict today. Chak, a resident of Qazpora and now working as a 
contractor, was shifted to hospital where he was declared dead.

Three militants of the LeT outfit identified as. Abu Abdullah 
Umar alias Delta-2, Abu Katlal alias Ronico-2 and Abu Jabran 
alias Juliet-1 were killed in an encounter with security forces and 
police at Naliyan-Shiudhara top in Poonch sector last evening.

Three AK rifles, 9 magazines. 78 rounds. 3 hand grenades, a 
wireless set, a recovered from the slain militants.   

Another militant, yet to be identified, was shot dead by secu-
rity forces in a gunfight at Hari Wala in Gool area of Duahmpur, 
reports said.

Two Hizb-ul-Mujahideen militants identified as Waqqas Ah-
mad of Pakistan and Javaid Ahmad Peer of Kandi area of Kup-
wara were killed in a gunbattle with security forces at village 
Dardpora Khas in Kupwara distric.

A defence spokesman said that Javaid Ahmad Peer was a di-
visional commander of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and was long 
wanted by the security forces.

Militants fired on a patrol part} of security forces at Preng-
Ganderbal, 27 kms from here in Srinagar last night. The secu-
rity forces returned fire but no loss of life was reported.

  (Kashmir Observer, 20 April, 2005)

Govt To Remove Illegal Barbecue 
Stalls Alongside Dal Lake

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, Pan-
durang K Pole Monday reviewed 
the preservation of Dal Lake.

During the meeting, the Div 
Com stressed for a sustained drive 
to remove all illegal encroach-

ments including all illegal bar-
becue stalls from Boulevard and 
Foreshore road alongside the Dal.

The Div Com directed a joint 
team of concerned departments 
is constituted to carry out a sus-
tained drive against these illegal 
stalls causing traffic jams and 
other nuisance alongside Dal 

banks.
He also directed the concerned 

to speed up beautification work 
inside Dal and catchment areas 
and submit a detailed action 
taken report on preservation, 
beautification and other related 
works executed and plans of 
works to be executed during cur-
rent year.

The Div Com directed con-
cerned to ensure no unauthor-
ized work is carried out and 
CCTV cameras are installed at 
all designated locations to keep 
check on illegal construction.

At the outset, the Div Com 
also reviewed the beautifica-
tion works enforcement, traffic 
management, STPs, drainage and 
drainage related works.

Among others, the meeting 
was attended by Commissioner 
SMC, VC LAWDA, CE PWD, UEED, 
Director Floriculture, SSP Sri-
nagar, SSP Traffic, JD G&M and 
DD Tourism.

Srinagar Admin To Set 
Up 50 More Covid-19 
Vaccination Centres

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Deputy Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Mohammed 
Aijaz Asad Monday called 
for intensifying vaccination 
process in the district to safe-
guard people and fight fresh 
wave of Covid-19.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said this while chairing a 
meeting with officers of all 
Government departments 
and health care warriors  in-
cluding BMO, ZMOs review 
the achievements made with 
regard to ongoing vaccination 
process in Srinagar, besides 
the mitigation measures un-
dertaken to control the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19.

The meeting also discussed 
the impact of the process and 
precautions of the measures 
that need to be taken to ad-
dress the looming threat of 
spread of the 2nd wave of Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

On the occasion, the DC direct-
ed the officers not to lower the 
guard and continue to maintain 
the highest level of alertness to 
ensure implementation of SOPs 
to counter the spread of virus..

The meeting was informed 
that the Health functionar-
ies and other frontline work-
ers are working in day in and 
day out to get the vaccination 

process done well in time to 
save the precious lives of the 
people by motivating them to 
come forward and get vacci-
nated forthwith.

The DC reiterated that apart 
from executing proactive mea-
sures, mobilization of all re-
sources and manpower shall be 
put on ready gear to enable the 
Administration to tackle any 
emergencies arising from the 
2nd wave of Covid-19 pandemic.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed for setting up addi-
tional 50 vaccination centers 
and immunization teams to 
expand coverage. Presently 
96 Vaccination centres are 
in place. He also stressed on 
maintaining and updating 
database of the vaccination 
being done on daily basis to 
ensure data is submitted well  
in time to concerned quarters.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed the officers of differ-
ent Government departments 
to undertake the vaccination 
of their subordinate employ-
ees to safeguard their families.

The DC urged upon the gen-
eral public to cooperate with 
the District Administration in 
making the Covid drive suc-
cessful in the district. He further 
said that the vaccination is most 
necessary for fighting against 
the Coronavirus pandemic.

‘No Decision Yet On Imposing Lockdown’
Observer News Service 

The district administration Srinagar refuted reports about 
the imposition of lockdown in the district, saying that there 
was no such decision at present and that adequate beds 

and oxygen supply is available within the district.
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, Muhammad Aijaz Asad told re-
porters that they have not received any decision vis-à-vis imposing 
the lockdown in view of spike in Covid-19 cases. “Whenever a deci-
sion in this regard would be taken, we as an implementing agency 
will take necessary steps accordingly,” he said.
Asked about the availability of oxygen supply, he said there was no 
shortage of the oxygen supply and on the directions of Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, the administration is further setting up 
oxygen plants, which would be made functional shortly.
About bed capacity, DC Srinagar said that sufficient beds are 

available at present. “The beds are also sufficiently avail-
able at the COVID designated centres established last 

year by the administration,” he said—(KNO)

STARTED WITH MUCH FANFARE LAST MONTH, the famous Tulip Garden wore a deserted look on Monday, a
 day after J&K saw 1526 Covid-19 cases, highest this year. KO Photo, Abid Bhat

50 Percent Capacity Of Passengers 
To Be Allowed In Public Transport

Mayor Srinagar Municipal Committee Junaid Azim 
Mattu Monday took stock of the measures in wake of 
surge in Covid-19 cases.

He passed on directions to all the enforcement agencies to 
manage the situation on day to day basis with reasonable 
restrictions in synergy with guidelines of SDMA. 
 He also stressed on the need for constituting a General 
Committee to reach out to the people. 
He said only 50% capacity of the passengers shall be allowed 
in public transport in coordination with traffic Police.

He further stressed that Rapid Testing shall be made manda-
tory for the travellers and tourists coming from outside 

Five More Srinagar Localities 
Declared Micro-Containment Zones

Observer News Service 

The authorities on Monday declared five more localities 
of Zadibal and Batamaloo areas of Srinagar in view of 
detection of fresh Covid-19 cases.

In an order the Srinagar admin said that 5 more localities 
of Zadibal and Batamaloo have been declared as Covid-19 
containment zones to prevent the further spread of the virus.
The areas which have been declared as containment zones include 
Meerakabad Shalimar, Hyder Colony Kill Khan Gali Upper Soura, Bu-
chpora Firdous Colony in Zadibal and Gazaliabad Lane No. 01 HMT 
and Shahanwar Colony Lane 02 in Batamaloo area of Srinagar. 
Officials said that at least these areas have at least 33 active 
cases of Covid-19 and to prevent the further spread of the 
virus, these localities have been declared as micro-contain-
ment zones—(KNO)

Padshahi Bagh-Lasjan Road In 
Shambles, Residents Demand 
Macadamisation

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The residents of Las-
jan, Soiteng, Padshahi Bagh and 
Nowgam areas of Srinagar city 
Monday expressed anguish over 
the dilapidated condition of road 
from Lasjan to Padshahi Bagh 
and Srinagar city, and blamed the 
authorities for failing in carrying 
out the repairing work.

The residents said that the 
road stretch is full of potholes 
causing huge inconvenience to 
the commuters.

They alleged that the authori-
ties failed to macadamise the 
road during the last summer 
without any reasons. “The main 
cause of the dilapidated condi-
tion of the road is that it sans 

any proper drainage and the 
rain water seeps on the macad-
amised road making it impass-
able for commuters.”

The residents appealed the 
administration to at least fill 
the potholes so that the incon-
venience caused to the gen-
eral public can be avoided. “The 
roads in the area are in worst 
condition, and travelling is a 
back breaking experience for 
the travellers and it also causes 
heavy damages to the vehicles.”

The residents said the road 
stretch has seen a huge rush of 
vehicular traffic during the last 
few months as it has become a 
vital link road for traffic coming 
from south Kashmir.

The residents said that the au-
thorities shall take the notice of 
bottlenecks at several points and 
start road widening in the area.

“Despite protesting multiple 
times over the condition of the 
road, the authorities seemed to 
be in deep slumber.

“This road has a vital signifi-
cance as it is only 5 Kilometres 
away from Central city— Lalcho-
wk,” said a commuter, demand-
ing macadimization. (CNS) 

Nowshera Acid 
Attack: Sessions 
Court Records 
Statement Of SIT

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Principal Sessions 
Court Srinagar on Monday recorded 
the statement of head of Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) which was 
constituted for the investigation of 
Srinagar acid attack case during 2014.

Head of Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) investigating acid at-
tack, Rayees Mohammad Bhat, SSP 
Baramullla, then SP Hazratbal on 
Monday appeared before the court 
of Principal District and Sessions 
Court Srinagar where his statement 
was recorded and the case was listed 
on 3 May 2021 for cross examination.

Special Public Prosecutor AA Teli 
said that Court has recorded the state-
ment of Rayees Bhat (SSP Baramulla) 
who was head of Special Investigation 
team constituted for Speedy investiga-
tion of the Nowshera Acid case.

The Court has charged the accused 
under sections 307 (attempt to mur-
der), 362 (causing damage to vital or-
gan) 354 (Outrage of Modesty) of RPC.

Pertinently on December 2014, 
a 21-year-old college girl pursuing 
law course was attacked with acid 
by unknown car-borne youngsters 
who sped away after leaving the 
victim in withering pain. The inci-
dent evoked protests and condem-
nations across Valley. (CNS)

NC Rues Power Outages In Srinagar
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: National Confer-
ence (NC) on Monday rued 
power outages particularly dur-
ing Sehri, Iftar and Taraweeh, 
saying the claim of the admin-
istration to ensure provision 
of electricity on all feeders to 
people during these hours has 
fallen flat.

Former Speaker Legislative 
Assembly Mubarak Gul ex-
pressed concern over the fre-
quent power outages in the 
Srinagar city in particular the 
suburbs of Srinagar in Eidgah 
constituency.

“On the contrary, ever since 
the holy month of Ramzan has 
set in, the electricity has been 
playing hide and seek with the 
consumers particularly dur-
ing Iftaar, Sehari, and Tarawhi 

hours. This has put the people 
to undue trepidation. How-
ever the concerned depart-
ments have failed to live up to 
its promise to ensure adequate 
power supply to domestic con-
sumers,” he said.

He said that he has been re-
ceiving phone calls from across 
the old city areas in particular 
the Eidgah constituency where 
consumers from different areas 
informed him how they are fac-
ing more power cuts at Sehri, 
and Iftar. “People are forced 
to have Sehri and Iftaar un-
der candlelight, lamps. It goes 
without saying that the usage 
of electricity increases mani-
fold during the ongoing month. 
I am hopeful that the concerned 
authorities will live up to its 
promises and ensure adequate 
power supply to consumers 

across Srinagar in particular the 
suburban area of Pal Pura in Ei-
dgah constituency,” he said.

Meanwhile expressing con-
cern over the oddities faced by 
people living in Srinagar city, 
Gul said “Never has the road 
infrastructure been so horren-
dous, as it is these days. The 
entire road surface of the city 
these days is marked by pot-
holes, piths and crumbling black 
topping, making it very difficult 
for public and private transport 
to ply. The gravel, slush and dust 
on the road stretch has made it 
difficult for the pedestrians to 
walk on the road not to speak 
of plying their vehicles,” he said.

He impressed upon the ad-
ministration the need of reining 
in the malefactors who indulge 
in black-marketing, and hoard-
ing. He asked the government 

to take cognizance of scarcity 
of essentials across Kashmir 
division including taking action 
against those meat sellers who 
are charging exorbitant rates 
from consumers. “It looks like 
the government is sleeping at a 

time when it should have taken 
preemptive measures to ensure 
hassle free Ramzan to people. 
I hope the concerned depart-
ments will swing into action 
to ensure price stability across 
markets,” he said—(KNO)
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Banned Party Frees 11 
Abducted Pakistani 
Policemen After Talks 

Asad Hashim/ Al Jazeera

ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN – Pro-
testers belonging to Pakistan’s 
far-right Tehreek-e-Labbaik 
Pakistan (TLP) group have re-
leased 11 police officers ab-
ducted during violent clashes 
in the eastern city of Lahore, the 
country’s interior minister says, 
as negotiations remain ongoing.

Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rasheed, speaking in a video 
message issued early on Mon-
day, said “a lot of progress” had 
been made in the first round of 
negotiations.

“They have released the 11 
policemen they had abducted 
and the people of the TLP have 
gone into the Rehmat ul Ali-
meen mosque and police have 
also moved back,” Rasheed said.

Several policemen and 
protesters were wounded in 
clashes on Sunday, which be-
gan after TLP activists attacked 
a police station in the Sodhiwal 
area of Pakistan’s second city 
Lahore, police spokesperson 
Nayab Haider told Al Jazeera.

Protesters retreated on Mon-
day to a nearby TLP mosque, 
around 2 km (1.2 miles) from the 
site of Sunday’s clashes, Haider 
said. Police had also moved back 
and reduced the number of of-

ficers deployed as negotiations 
took place, he added.

Haider said no policemen 
had been killed in Sunday’s 
violence, and that authorities 
were not aware of any casual-
ties on the TLP’s side.

TLP representatives did not 
respond to Al Jazeera’s request 
for comment on Monday.

Meanwhile, several religious 
parties called a strike on Mon-
day in solidarity with the TLP, 
with authorities raising secu-
rity levels in the capital Islam-
abad and elsewhere.

‘Terrorist organisation’
Last week, the Pakistani gov-

ernment designated the TLP a 
“terrorist” organisation under 
anti-terrorism legislation, with 
authorities saying they would 
move to have the Election 
Commission delist the group 
as a political party.

That move came after days 
of violent TLP protests in La-
hore, the country’s largest city 
of Karachi, Rawalpindi and 
elsewhere, as the group de-
manded the release of its chief 
Saad Rizvi from police custody.

Founded in 2017, the TLP is 
a hardline religious group that 
has held several major coun-
trywide demonstrations on 
the issue of perceived “blas-

phemy” against Islam.
Its latest protest movement 

was launched in November 
against the French govern-
ment, after French President 
Emmanuel Macron made com-
ments that were interpreted 
by some, including Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, as 
“encouraging Islamophobia”.

Macron had defended a pub-
lication’s right to republish 
caricatures of Islam’s Prophet 
Muhammad, an act considered 
“blasphemous” by some Muslims.

Blasphemy is a sensitive 
subject in Pakistan, where cer-
tain forms of the crime carry a 
mandatory death penalty.

There has also been a rise in 
violence related to such accu-
sations, with at least 78 people 
killed in mob and targeted at-
tacks in relation to blasphemy 
allegations since 1990, accord-
ing to an Al Jazeera tally.

The TLP, whose previous 
anti-government protests have 
been supported by PM Khan’s 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party when it was in the oppo-
sition, won more than two mil-
lion votes in the country’s 2018 
general election, although they 
translated to just three pro-
vincial assembly seats in the 
southern region of Sindh.

In response to Macron’s com-
ments, the TLP has demanded 
Pakistan expel the French am-
bassador, boycott French goods 
and take other measures. While 
the government initially agreed 
to place those demands before 
parliament, Interior Minister Ra-
sheed said last week that the TLP 
refused to agree upon the word-
ing of a parliamentary resolution 
on the issue, stalling progress.

On Monday, Pakistani PM 
Imran Khan appeared to ad-
dress the issue during an event 
in the capital Islamabad, say-
ing “some religious parties […] 
use Islam wrongly.”

Iran Says Open To Talks With 
Saudi Arabia After Media Reports

Agencies

TEHRAN, IRAN – Iran’s foreign 
ministry has said the country is 
open to direct talks with Saudi 
Arabia after media reports said 
the two regional rivals recently 
held secret talks in the Iraqi 
capital, Baghdad.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh on 
Monday refused to confirm or 
deny the reported talks on April 
9 in Baghdad, but added that 
media outlets have used “con-
tradictory quotes” and have had 
a history of fabricating news, 
referring to reports by the Lon-
don-based newspaper Financial 
Times and news agency Reuters.

Khatibzadeh, however, 
pointed out that Iran “has al-
ways welcomed talks with 
the Saudi kingdom and has 
deemed it beneficial to the two 
countries’ people and regional 
peace and stability, and this 
thought will continue”.

The two countries have not 
had formal diplomatic ties since 
January 2016 when Saudi Arabia’s 
embassy in Tehran was stormed 

after a prominent Shia Muslim 
leader was executed by Riyadh.

According to reports by the 
Financial Times and Reuters, 
Iranian and Saudi officials held 
direct talks on April 9 to discuss 
the war in Yemen, where a Saudi 
Arabia-led military coalition has 
been battling the Iran-aligned 
Houthi rebels since March 2015.

The talks also reportedly 
touched on Lebanon, which is in 
political and economic turmoil, 
and where Arab states are con-
cerned about the influence of the 

Iran-backed Hezbollah movement.
Unnamed sources from Iran 

and Saudi Arabia denied talks 
were held in Iraq.

The reported meeting came 
shortly after Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi 
travelled to Saudi Arabia to 
hold talks with its top lead-
ership, including powerful 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman. Al-Kadhimi also vis-
ited the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), another Iranian adver-
sary in the region.

Afghan Mosque Attack Kills Eight

KABUL: At least eight members 
of a family were killed after un-

known gunmen opened fire at a 
mosque in Afghanistan's Nan-
garhar province.

A police spokesperson said 
they were investigating the 
incident, but no one had been 
arrested yet. Provincial gover-
nor Ziaulhaq Amarkhail said it 
may the result of some dispute 
over a private land. Last April, 
six tribals were killed in armed 
clashes over a land dispute in 
the same province. — IANS

Covid Survivors May Need 
Just One Shot Of 2-Dose 
Vaccines, Say Studies

Agencies

Coronavirus vaccines were 
just rolling out in Decem-
ber when more than 1,000 

staffers at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center in Los Angeles volun-
teered for a sweeping study. The 
goal: pinpoint how immune re-
actions to the jab might vary.

By last month, a clear pat-
tern in the data "popped out at 
us," said research leader Susan 
Cheng. Those who had recovered 
from Covid-19 responded to their 
first shot so robustly that the re-
sults rivaled never-infected col-
leagues who had received both 
shots. The implication was clear. 
If you've had Covid, you may only 
need one of the two doses recom-
mended by Pfizer and Moderna.

"We did not expect that this 
was going to jump out like a 
smoking gun," said Cheng, who 
co-authored the Nature Medi-
cine write-up. In fact, if you 
already had the virus, your im-
mune response after one vac-
cine is likely to be even better 
than a never-infected person's 
after two, according to Italian 
research just out in the New 
England Journal of Medicine.

The issue of giving only a sin-
gle dose to people who have had 
Covid has become all the more 
urgent since safety concerns 
have been raised about Johnson 
& Johnson's and AstraZeneca's 

vaccines. The implications at a 
time of strained global supply 
are striking: giving previously 
infected people just one mRNA 
vaccine shot could free up more 
than 110 million doses world-
wide, according to a calculation 
by University of Maryland School 
of Medicine immunologist Mo-
hammad Sajadi and colleagues.

'Remembering' Covid
Sajadi co-authored one of 

the recent studies that fit into 
a recent flurry of findings all 
pointing in the same direction: 
The immune system in people 
who've had Covid "remembers" 
the virus, so a first vaccine acts 
as a powerful booster for exist-
ing defenses. "The data is very 
clear," Sajadi said. "Every study 
has shown you get a very clear 
and strong memory response."

Since February, several Eu-
ropean countries -- including 
France, Spain, Italy and Germany 
-- have adopted policies giving 
Covid survivors just one dose of 
the two-dose vaccines.

In Israel, a world leader on 
coronavirus vaccinations, health 
authorities initially withheld vac-
cines altogether from recovered 
Covid patients, but in February 
recommended they receive one 
shot. New research there suggests 
that the booster vaccine adds pro-
tection against newer variants 
that originated in the U.K., South 
Africa and Brazil.

Bangladesh Cracks Down 
On Islamist Group After 
Anti-Modi Protests

Agencies

Hundreds of members 
and supporters of an 
Islamist group, includ-
ing its influential lead-

er, have been arrested in Bangla-
desh over the past week, officials 
said, over deadly protests against 
the visit of Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi last month 
for the country’s golden jubilee 
celebrations of independence.

The protests across several 
districts in Bangladesh were 
mostly led by the Hefazat-e-
Islam group, whose members 
accused India’s Hindu nation-
alist leader of stoking religious 
polarisation and discriminating 
against minorities, particularly 
Muslims, in his country.

At least 13 Hefazat support-
ers died in police firing during 
the days-long demonstrations 
against Modi’s two-day visit as 
they attacked a police station 
and other government build-
ings, and blocked highways 
elsewhere in the country.

In the capital Dhaka, they 
clashed with police outside the 
country’s main Baitul Mukarram 
National Mosque during the visit.

On Sunday, the group’s joint 
secretary, Mamunul Haque, was 
arrested at a madrasa (Islamic 
school) in Dhaka’s Mohammad-
pur neighbourhood, Harunur 
Rashid, a senior Dhaka Metro-
politan Police official, said.

Haque, 47, faces charges of in-
stigating violence but police did 
not provide details on specific 
cases or whether the charges 
stem from Modi’s visit.

“We will investigate all alle-
gations against him since Haque 
is accused in a number of cases 
related to inciting violence,” 
Rashid told reporters.

A further 298 Hefazat mem-
bers and supporters were ar-
rested in the eastern rural dis-

trict of Brahmanbaria where 
anti-Modi demonstrations were 
also held, police said on Sunday.

“We arrested them by identi-
fying them through video foot-
age,” Brahmanbaria police’s 
deputy chief, Mohammad Roish 
Uddin, told the AFP news agency.

Hefazat spokesman Jakaria 
Noman Foyezi told AFP that 23 
leaders of his organisation had 
been detained by police, calling 
the police claims against them 
“false and fabricated”.

In a speech to Bangladesh’s 
parliament earlier this month, 
Hasina warned the group and 
its leaders they would face con-
sequences if they continue to 
resort to violence.

Haque and his associates led a 
recent campaign against build-
ing a sculpture of independence 
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
Hasina’s father, saying sculp-
tures are unIslamic. The govern-
ment backed off.

Founded in 2010, Hefazat is 
Bangladesh’s largest hardline Is-
lamist outfit and draws its sup-
port from millions of students 
and teachers in thousands of 
religious schools in the Muslim-
majority nation.

Although the organisation says 
it is not a political party, it has 
gained eminence after the fall 
of Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s 
largest Islamist political party.

Hefazat leaders in their ser-
mons regularly talk about the 
country’s politics, advocating an 
Islamic revolution in the nation 
of 160 million people.

Hefazat-e-Islam also wants 
Hasina’s government to enact 
blasphemy laws, under which 
anyone convicted of criticising 
Islam’s prophet would face the 
death penalty.

A 2013 rally in Dhaka by thou-
sands of Hefazat supporters de-
manding a blasphemy law ended 
in unrest and dozens of deaths.

“WE WILL INVESTIGATE ALL allegations 
against him since Haque is accused in a number of cases 
related to inciting violence,” Rashid told reporters.

South African Variant May 
"Break Through" Pfizer 
Vaccine Protection, Says Study
JERUSALEM: The coronavirus 
variant discovered in South Afri-
ca can break through the protec-
tion provided by Pfizer Inc and 
BioNTech's COVID-19 vaccine to 
some extent, a real-world data 
study in Israel found. However, 
the variant's prevalence in Israel 
is very low and the vaccine re-
mains highly effective.

The study was released on the 
medRxiv pre-print site on April 9 
and has not been peer reviewed. 
It compared almost 400 people 
who had tested positive for COV-
ID-19, after they received one or 
two doses of the vaccine, against 
the same number of unvaccinat-
ed patients with the disease. It 
matched age and gender, among 
other characteristics.

The South African variant, 
B.1.351, was found to make up 
about 1% of all the COVID-19 
cases across all the people stud-
ied, according to the study by Tel 
Aviv University and Israel's larg-
est healthcare provider, Clalit. 
But among patients who had re-
ceived two doses of the vaccine, 
the variant's prevalence rate was 
eight times higher than those 
unvaccinated - 5.4% versus 0.7%.

This suggests the vaccine is 
less effective against the South 
African variant, compared with 

the original coronavirus and a 
variant first identified in Britain 
that has come to comprise near-
ly all COVID-19 cases in Israel, 
the researchers said.

The researchers said the study 
was not intended to assess over-
all vaccine effectiveness against 
any variant, since it only looked 
at people who had already test-
ed positive for COVID-19, not at 
overall infection rates.

Separate real-world Israeli 
studies on the vaccine's overall 
effectiveness, including by Clalit, 
have shown the Pfizer shot to be 
more than 90% effective.

"We found a disproportion-
ately higher rate of the South 
African variant among people 
vaccinated with a second dose, 
compared to the unvaccinated 
group. This means that the South 
African variant is able, to some 
extent, to break through the vac-
cine's protection," said Tel Aviv 
University's Adi Stern.-REUTERS

Top Commander: Unmanned Aerial Vehicles Iranian 
Army’s Trump Card In Any Battle

Agencies

The chief commander of 
the Iranian Army says 
drones are now a sub-
stantial component of 

the Islamic Republic’s Armed 
Forces and will be used in any 
battle if the need arises.

Major General Abdolrahim 
Mousavi made the remarks 
on the sidelines of a military 
march held on Sunday to mark 
the National Army Day, dur-
ing which Iran’s latest mili-
tary achievements, including 
home-grown air defense sys-
tems, were showcased.

“What you saw today was a 
small portion of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Army’s capabilities 

put on display,” the commander 
said, adding that all the neces-
sary health precautions had 
been taken into consideration 
during the parade at a time of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Today, you witnessed the 
emerging drone power of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran Army, 
and it must be noted that this 
power was developed during 
all the years the country was 
under [Washington’s] ‘maxi-
mum pressure.’”

Sanctions have restrictive 
implications for any coun-

try, Mousavi said, but those 
who view the bans as an op-
portunity for national break-
throughs are the ones who can 
ultimately have a say at the 
international arena.

The Army’s air defense divi-
sion on Sunday unveiled three 
domestically-developed mis-
sile systems, including Zolfaqar 
low-altitude missile system that 
enjoys great mobility and can 
connect to electro-optic systems.

The Majid missile system, 
used for intercepting and 
downing low-altitude targets 
as well as cruise missiles, and 
the Khatam artillery fire con-
trol system, capable of striking 
various aerial targets at low al-
titudes, were also showcased.

NASA's Mars Helicopter Makes History With 
Successful Flight On Red Planet
LOS ANGELES: NASA's min-
iature robot helicopter Inge-
nuity performed a successful 
takeoff and landing on Mars 
early on Monday, achieving 
the first powered, controlled 
flight by an aircraft over the 
surface of another planet, the 
US space agency said.

The twin-rotor whirli-
gig's debut on the Red Planet 
marked a 21st-century Wright 
Brothers moment for NASA, 
which said success could pave 
the way for new modes of ex-
ploration on Mars and other 
destinations in the solar sys-
tem, such as Venus and Sat-
urn's moon Titan.

Mission managers at NASA's 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) 
near Los Angeles burst into ap-

plause and cheers as engineer-
ing data beamed back from Mars 
confirmed that the 4-pound 
(1.8-kg) solar-powered helicop-
ter had performed its maiden 
40-second flight precisely as 
planned three hours earlier.

The robot rotorcraft was pro-
grammed to ascend 10 feet (3 me-
ters) straight up, then hover and 
rotate in place over the Martian 
surface for half a minute before 
settling back down on its four legs.

During NASA's presentation 
of the event livestreamed from 
JPL headquarters, mission 
managers also displayed the 
first images from the flight.

A black-and-white photo 
taken by a downward-pointing 
onboard camera while the he-
licopter was aloft showed the 
distinct shadow cast by Inge-
nuity in the Martian sunlight 
onto the ground just below it.

And a snippet of color video foot-
age captured by a separate camera 
mounted on the NASA's Mars rover 
Perseverance, parked about 200 
feet away, showed the helicopter 
in flight against the orange-colored 
landscape surrounding it.

"We can now say that human 
beings have flown an aircraft on 
another planet," said MiMi Aung, 

Ingenuity project manager at JPL.
Despite the flight's brevity, it 

marked a historic feat in inter-
planetary aviation, taking place 
on an "air field" 173 million miles 
from Earth on the floor of a vast 
Martian basin called Jezero Crater.

NASA likened the achieve-
ment to the Wright Brothers' 
first controlled flight of their 
motor-driven airplane near 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 
December 1903 - a takeoff and 
landing that covered just 120 
feet (37 meters) in 12 seconds.

Paying tribute to that mod-
est but monumental first flight, 
NASA engineers affixed a tiny 
swath of wing fabric from the 
original Wright flyer under Inge-
nuity's solar panel before sending 
it on its way to Mars. REUTERS
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Govt Employee's Body Found In 
Kupwara Village
SRINAGAR: Body of a 40-year-old employee was found under mysterious cir-
cumstances in Jumgand forest area of Haihama in north-Kashmir's Kupwara 
district on Monday afternoon.

A police official said that on intimation about sighting of a body from Jum-
gund forest area, a team was sent to the area.

On identification, the body was found to be of one Mohammed Ashraf 
Qureshi (40) son of Ghulam Mustafa Qureshi, presently residing in Zurhama, 
previously a native of Jumagund, Haihama.

The deceased has been an employee in Department of Animal Husbandry, 
the official informed.

"We have retrieved the body and removed it to SDH Kupwara for postmor-
tem", the official said adding that a case under relevant sections has been 
taken up and due investigations set in motion. 

N E W S  M A K E R S

'Dying' Trump 
Sanctions Imam 
Raza Shrine 

While Donald Trump 
was virtually gasp-
ing for breath to 

stay alive as President of 
the United States for a few 
more days he imposed new 
sanctions on two Iranian 
foundations on Wednesday.
The designations an-
nounced by the U.S. 
Treasury Department target 
Execution of P06
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Covid-19: Experts Warn 
Of Deadly Second Wave
‘Young People Should Remain Vigilant'

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Covid-19 resur-
gence wave is very steep, and if 
the callous attitude of people 
continues, lockdown is the only 
option to control the pandemic, 
experts said on Monday.

Dr Mohammad Sultan 
Khuroo said that there are 
several things that have tak-
en us by great surprise in the 
second wave.

“The wave is extraordinary 
steep and it shows something 
has happened,” Khuroo said.

Khuroo said that the cal-
lous attitude of people to-
wards the pandemic, po-
litical and religious activities 
and the presence of mutant 
variants are the possible rea-
sons behind the resurgence.

“A mutation can occur 
when the virus can die. When 
it can be weak than the mu-
tant variant when it becomes 
as strong as the parent virus. 
Besides, the mutant variant 
spreads faster and can kill 
more people,” he said.

“Earlier we used to say that 
protect elderly people having 
comorbidities but it is severe 
now and is involving younger 
people. Earlier it was behav-
ing mildly but now infection 
is severe among young people 
too, so there is a need to pro-
tect every person,” he said. 
“Although in very few but 
severe Covid-19 infection can 
affect lungs of younger people 
and in few cases, there can be 
inflammatory syndrome.”

Khuroo said that young 
people have to remain now 
more vigilant as the vacci-
nation process hasn't been 
started for them.

“As of now and everyone 
must follow covid appreci-
ate behaviour so as to beat 
the Covid-19.”

He said that even if people 
today start following Co-

vid appropriate behaviour in 
letter and spirit there is no 
need of lockdown, "but if the 
callous approach of people 
and steep surge continues 
then lockdown is the last op-
tion to beat this pandemic.”

He said that lockdown cre-
ates problems as its implica-
tions are massive and it creates 
economic, social and health-re-
lated problems and lockdown 
should be the last option.

Dr Khursheed Ahmad, a 
pulmonologist at CD hospi-

tal said that severity is more 
now in younger people too.

"Authorities are here selec-
tive, schools have been closed 
but music concerts and other 
things are going on,” he said, 
adding that there is a need 
for a pragmatic approach and 
need to keep a vigil on nation-
al highway and airport.

“Lockdown is not a solution 
but there is a need to install 
proper checking points so 
that we can beat the Covid-19 
pandemic,” he said—(KNO)

‘High Time To Take 
Precautions, Follow SOP’

Observer News Service 

Srinagar Kashmir’s top 
medico Dr Naveed Na-
zir Monday said that 
it's high time for the 

people to take all precautions 
to prevent the spread of Co-
vid-19 pandemic and that 
the situation shouldn’t be al-
lowed to go out of control.

Head of Department at Chest 
Diseases Hospital Dalgate, Sri-
nagar, Dr Naveed said that the 
situation shouldn’t be allowed 
to go out of control and people 
should take all precautions to 
prevent the spread of the virus.

“We had been stating that 
Covid is here and it has not 
gone away. One thing that 
needs to be hailed is that peo-
ple have started following SoPs. 
There is hardly anyone who 
doesn’t wear a mask. This is a 
good sign,” he said, adding that 
“we must strictly follow SoPs 
and contain the situation.”

About the present position at 
CD hospital, one of the premier 
hospitals dealing with the Co-
vid positive patients, Dr Naveed 
said that there are over 100 beds 
available for the virus affected 
patients and almost there is 90 

per cent occupancy. “We are not 
admitting patients with mild 
symptoms and they are asked to 
go for home isolation. At present 
all our beds are almost full. We 
have oxygen facility at all the 
beds and have ventilators as a 
backup as well. We also have 50 
more beds available as a backup 
at a nursing home,” the leading 
medico said. He said that all the 
cases admitted at CD hospital 
are severe cases who need oxy-
gen and injectable.

Dr Naveed said that SMHS 
and other hospitals have 
also been designated as Co-
vid hospitals “but people 
shouldn’t allow the situation 
to go out of control and stick 
to Covid protocols strictly.”

About the Covid vaccine, he 
said that there are some cases 
who have tested positive even 
after taking the Covid vaccine, 
but that is obvious as the vac-
cine takes at least three weeks 
to adjust in the body. “Its effi-
cacy too isn’t 100 percent but 
it has surely helped to prevent 
the severity in the patients 
who test positive, which is sig-
nificant. People must take Co-
vid vaccines as it helps to pre-
vent mortality,” he said—(KNO)

Revenue Generation Of 
Floriculture Dept Registers 46 
Percent Dip In Two Years

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: In the past two Fi-
nancial Years (FY), the depart-
ment of floriculture Kashmir 
has witnessed a dip of nearly 54 
percent in revenue generation 
as compared to the five financial 
years from 2014-2019.

The officials of the Depart-
ment of Floriculture Kashmir 
said that in past two financial 
years, there has been a continu-
ous dip of 53.96 percent in rev-
enue generation as compared to 
the previous five financial years.

According to the official fig-
ures, since the financial year 
2014-15 to 2018-19, a total 
amount of Rs 26.89 crores were 
generated from various gardens 
and structures falling under the 
department.

However, in the past two 
financial years that includes 
2019-20 and 2020-21, a total of 
Rs 4.95 crores of revenue was 
generated by the department.

The documents reveal that in 
the past seven financial years, 
a total of Rs 31.84 crores were 
generated by the department.

The breakup-wise figures 
of Department of Floriculture 
Kashmir states that in the fi-
nancial year 2014-15, a total 
revenue of Rs 434.4 lakhs was 
generated by the department.

Similarly, in the financial year 
2015-16, the department had 
generated a total of Rs 397.9 
lakhs from the various gardens 
of their jurisdiction.

The figures further reveal that 
in the financial year 2016-17, a 
total of Rs 555.6 lakhs were gen-
erated by the department fol-
lowed by the financial year 2017-
18 wherein the department had 
generated a total of Rs 489 lakhs.

According to the official fig-
ures, among the past seven fi-
nancial years, the highest num-
ber of revenue was generated 
in the 2018-19 in which the de-
partment made a collection of 
Rs 812.2 lakhs.

The two weak financial years 
according to the official fig-
ures are 2019-20 and 2020-21 
wherein the department of flo-
riculture generated only a total 
amount of Rs 288.1 lakhs and Rs 
207 lakhs respectively—(KNO)

Two KPDCL Engineers Attached 
Over Ramazan Power Cuts

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Facing sharp criticism 
and outrage over the frequent 
power cuts during the holy 
month of Ramazan, the Jammu 
and Kashmir government on 
Monday ordered action against 
two senior officials of the pow-
er department for showing lax-
ity in their work.

Taking serious note of laxity in 
electric supply during Iftar and 

Sehri times in Srinagar district, 
the government on Monday at-
tachment The Assistant Execu-
tive Engineer (AEE) Bemina and 
the Assistant Engineer (AE) Za-
kura, of the Kashmir power de-
velopment corporation limited 
(KPDCL) with the office of the 
Managing Director, KPDCL, an of-
ficial spokesperson said. Both the 
officers, he said, will be attached 
till the time a detailed enquiry is 
conducted on the issue.

“It may be recalled that a num-
ber of public grievances about 
disruptions in power supply 
during Iftar and Sehri times had 
been received from these areas,” 
the official spokesperson said.

He further said that the Manag-
ing Director, KPDCL and Chief En-
gineer, Distribution, Kashmir have 
also been directed to personally 
monitor the supply of electricity 
and ensure no disruptions.

Former Pulwama Hospital 
Officer Booked In 
Disproportionate Assets Case

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Anti-Corruption 
Bureau Monday registered a 
Disproportionate Assets case 
against Ghulam Nabi, the then  
Section Officer in the office of 
Medical Superintendent, Dis-
trict Hospital Pulwama.

A spokesperson in a statement 
informed that Anti-Corruption 
Bureau registered a Case FIR 
No.01/2021, under Section 5(1)
(e) r/w 5(2) of PC Act. Svt.2006 
against Ghulam Nabi, a resi-
dent of Pachhar Pulwama, the 
then Section Officer in the of-
fice of Medical Superintendent, 
District Hospital  Pulwama for 
amassing various assets dispro-
portionate to his known sources 
of income.

He said that instant case was 
registered on the outcome of 
preliminary Enquiry conducted 
by PS ACB Anantnag, to look in 

to the allegations that the ac-
cused has amassed huge assets 
disproportionate to his known 
source of income. 

“During the course of prelimi-
nary enquiry, accused Ghulam 
Nabi has been found to have 
acquired numerous immovable 
as well as movable assets in his 
name as well as in the name of 
his family members, apart from 
investment in Insurance Policies 
and huge expenditure on the 
education of his children. The 
verification culminated into the 
registration FIR in  Police Station 
ACB Anantnag.”

He said searches were also con-
ducted at the residential house of 
the accused and business estab-
lishment at Khedermoh Pampo-
re, Pulwama. During the searches 
various incriminating documents 
related to the instant case were 
seized. “Further investigation of 
the case is going on.”

Irregular Power Cuts Irk 
Ganderbal Residents

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: Residents of sever-
al villages of Lower Kangan area 
in Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district on Saturday expressed 
resentment against the Power 
Development Department (PDD) 
for failing to provide adequate 
electricity to them especially in 
the holy month of Ramadan.

The residents said that they 
are not getting the electricity as 
per the schedule and are facing 
tremendous hardships especial-
ly during Sehri and Iftar times.

The locals from Prang, Kan-
gan, Akhal Anderwan Haripora, 
Wussan, Chattergul, Kachnabal, 
Najwan, Wayil, Nunner and 

main town Ganderbal said they 
are getting electricity for merely 
two to four hours in a day, thus 
leaving the consumers here to 
lurch at large, adding that the 
concerned department, how-
ever, is acting as mute spectator.

Irshad Ahmad from Kangan said 
that despite paying hefty electric-
ity bills, the department has failed 
to ensure adequate electricity to 
them, adding that the locals are 
being pushed to the wall by forc-
ing them to reel under darkness.

The locals appealed Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal to inter-
vene into the matter and ensure that 
the adequate electricity is provided 
to them especially during the ongo-
ing holy month of Ramadan—(KNO)

Two Residential Houses Gutted 
In Ganderbal Blaze

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: The residential 
houses of two brothers were 
damaged in a massive blaze that 
broke out in Waliwar area of Lar 
in Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district on Monday afternoon.

Locals said that massive fire 
broke out from one of the resi-
dential houses in this afternoon, 
which engulfed the other near-
by structure as well.

The houses belong to Alam 
Din Ghazi and Kalam Din Ghazi, 
sons of Juma Ghazi from Chount 
Waliwar.

Soon after the fire broke out, 
the fire tenders rushed to the 
spot and doused the flames, lo-
cals said adding that both the 
residential houses, however, suf-
fered huge damage in the blaze.

Meanwhile, the locals urged 
the administration to compen-
sate the affected families—(KNO)

Woman Dead, Two Minor Siblings 
Injured In Karnah Accident

Observer News Service 

KUPWARA: A woman has died 
even as two minor siblings have 
sustained injuries after a vehicle 
they were on-board met an ac-
cident at Hajinar Karnah area of 
this north-Kashmir district.

An official told Srinagar-based 
news agency Global News Service 
(GNS) that a Tata Sumo vehicle 
bearing registration number JK-
09 2710 driven by one Javid Ah-
mad Khan met an accident result-

ing in on-spot death of a woman 
and injuries to two others.

Identifying the deceased as 
Rukhsar Begum (30) wife of Tasl-
eem Ahmad Lone, a resident of 
Bakhiyaan Tanghdar, the injured 
minor girl duo as per the official 
included Zohra Shameem(3) and 
Zoya Shameem – daughters of 
Shameem Ahmad of Haihama 
village in the district. The in-
jured duo has been evacuated to 
sub-district hospital Kupwara for 
treatment, the official said. (GNS) 

Director DIPR Reviews 
Functioning Of Department

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Director In-
formation and Public Relation, 
Rahul Pandey Monday chaired 
an officers meeting of Kashmir 
division and reviewed the func-
tioning of the department.

Joint Director Information 
Kashmir, Haris Ahmad Handoo, 
Assistant Director, Public Rela-
tions/ FPO Kashmir M Aslam 
Khan, Asstt Dir (AV), Javed Ahmad 
Rather, Cultural Officer, Srinagar 
Riyaz Ahmad Fazli, Sachin Bali 
and Tawheed Ahmad (Jr KAS offi-
cers) were present in the meeting.

The meeting discussed vari-
ous issues pertaining to admin-
istration, advertisement, PR and 
the cultural activities started by 
the department.

Joint Director briefed the di-
rector about the action taken 
on the decisions taken in the 
previous meeting with regard to 
alternate Govt accommodation 
for divisional office, auction of 
condemned vehicles, holding of 
DPC, empanelment and de-em-
panelment of newspapers etc.

The Director issued several di-
rections to make the functioning 
of the department more vibrant.

CUK VC Inspects Examination Centres

GANDERBAL: Central University 
of Kashmir (CUK) Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir on Mon-
day inspected the examination 
centres of the varsity across vari-
ous campuses and expressed sat-
isfaction over the arrangements 
made in view of the Covid-19.

The Vice Chancellor was in-
formed that strict Covid proto-
col is followed while conducting 
the examinations and SOPs are 
followed in letter and spirit. Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Mehraj ud Din 
Mir, exhorted upon the employ-
ees of the health section of the 
university to take all necessary 
precautions and measures to 
ensure Covid free examination.

Director Tulmulla Cam-
pus, Prof. (Dr.) Shahid Rasool, 
while accompanying the Vice 

Chancellor at Tulmulla Cam-
pus, informed the VC that Co-
vid Protocol officers have been 
designated in each department 
of the Campus, who are given 
the responsibility to ensure full 
compliance to the SOPs issued 
by the government. He said that 
RAT testing was conducted today 
in the campus and the students 
and staff were tested on the spot 
for any possible case but none 
was found positive. Posters and 
banners have been installed at 
entry points of departments 
and prominent places across the 
campus, informing the students, 
faculty and staff about the CO-
VID SOPs. He further said a fine 
of Rs 50 would be charged from a 
student and Rs 200 from the em-
ployees found without wearing a 
mask  in the campus at any time.

Later Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir 
chaired a meeting of the Deans 
and discussed the issues related 
to re-emergence of Covid-19. 
Some of the exams have been 
postponed and some resched-
uled to ensure the attendance 
on the campus is thinner. The 
counselling of Ph.D aspirants for 
the recently held entrance test 
has also been postponed.

IUST Goes Live On Digi-Locker NAD 
Observer News Service 

AWANTIPORA: Islamic University of Science and Technology (IUST) has be-
come the first University in Jammu and Kashmir to go live on Digilocker NAD. 

IUST has successfully uploaded the academic awards of the students 
graduated in the year 2019 on NAD through Digilocker.

“Vice Chancellor IUST, Prof. Mushtaq A Siddiqi has congratulated the NAD 
Cell for this achievement. Meanwhile, Nodal Officer NAD Cell informed that 
the university is in final phase of uploading the student awards of three more 
years on Digilocker NAD, while the rest will be uploaded in phased manner.”

National Academic Depository (NAD) is an initiative by the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, GoI under Digital India campaign to facili-
tate the issuance, storage and verification of the academic awards of stu-
dents through online depository system and as per UGC directions, it is man-
datory for all the academic institutions to upload the student awards on NAD 
portal through Digilocker. 

SKUAST-K Bags EU Project For Urban 
Green Infrastructure   

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Adding another feather 
to its cap, Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology Kashmir has bagged a 
prestigious European Union (EU) 
Project, ‘URGENT’, for the promo-
tion of urban green infrastructure 
and climate-friendly liveable cities.

The project has been granted 
to the SKUAST-K’s Faculty of For-
estry under the European Union’s 
Erasmus education programme 
on ‘Urban Resilience and Adapta-
tion through Nature-based Solu-
tions’ as a project partner.

‘URGENT’ is yet another such 
prestigious project received by 
the university. Earlier in 2019, 
the university got a Rs 30-crore 
grant under National Agricultural 
Higher Education Project (NAHEP) 
jointly funded by the World Bank 
and Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research for the institutional de-
velopment of the SKUAST-K.   

University after signing the 
agreement with the University of 
Bremen, Germany entered into a 
collaboration with four European 
Universities, three universities and 
two institutes in Mongolia, besides 
three universities and two institutes 
in India with a consortium outlay 

of one million Euros (€). The grant 
agreement pre-signed by Director 
of Finance and Administration, Uni-
versity of Bremen, Frauke Meyer, 
was signed by V-C SKUAST-K, Prof JP 
Sharma in presence of Director Plan-
ning and Monitoring Prof NA Ganai, 
Dean Faculty of Forestry Prof TH 
Masoodi, and Principal Investigator 
of the project Dr Akhlaq Amin Wani.

The V-C at the moment lauded 
the Dean Forestry for encourag-
ing the scientists of the faculty 
for achieving such a historic feat. 
He congratulated PI of the proj-
ect Dr Akhlaq Amin Wani for 
bringing laurels to the university.

Prof NA Ganai in his remarks 
congratulated the project and 
said that bagging such proj-
ects will make the presence of 
SKUAST-K felt at the global level.

The project is the first of its kind 
for SKUAST-K in receiving a direct 
grant from the European Union 

and provides an opportunity to 
enter into collaboration with 
some of the finest universities in 
Europe including the University 
of Bremen Germany, University of 
Catania Italy, Estonian University 
of Life Sciences and Martin Luther 
University Germany besides some 
of the leading universities and in-
stitutes in Mongolia and India.

The project aim is to pro-
mote green & blue infrastruc-
ture and nature-based solutions 
(GBI&NBS) for resilient, climate-
friendly and liveable cities 
through ICT-enhanced tertiary 
education linked to labour mar-
kets & wider stakeholder circles.

It is joint research in managing ur-
ban forest, resilience and adaptation, 
revising existing curricula with Eu-
ropean standards, capacity building 
and creation of learning platforms 
for enhancing green and blue infra-
structure in the respective regions.

FOREST LAND ENCROACHMENT
Govt Sets Up District Panels To 
Address Complaints

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Nearly seven months 
after setting up a high-level com-
mittee to decide on complaints 
about the encroachment of forest-
land in Jammu & Kashmir, the ad-
ministration of the Union Territory 
has now constituted the district-
level committees to hear such com-
plaints in a time-bound manner.

According to an order, the sub-com-
mittee headed by the respective deputy 
commissioners would address these 
complaints in a time-bound manner.

The committees would also 
comprise of Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Assistant Commis-
sioner, Revenue, Divisional Forest 
Officer, Territorial Headquarter, 

Divisional Forest Officer concerned 
and Tehsildar concerned.

The committees would provide 
regular hearing to the parties to 
address the complaints in a time-
bound manner.

These panels have also been man-
dated to delete the illegal entries and 
evict encroachers from forest land 
under Indian Forest Act, 1927 and 
relevant Revenue Acts/laws.

The order further states that 
these committees will assist and 
report to the high-level panel con-
stituted by the J&K government on 
the matter on 19 September, 2020.

The high-level committee was 
constituted last year after the 
High Court directed the govern-
ment to set -up a panel for receiv-

ing and deciding all complaints of 
encroachments of forestland in a 
time-bound manner. The commit-
tee is headed by Principal Secretary 
Revenue and comprises Commis-
sioner Secretary, Forests, Ecology 
and Environment, Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests, Divisional 
Commissioner, Jammu and Divi-
sional Commissioner, Kashmir.

In its first meeting held on Sep-
tember 28, 2020, the committee 
recommended that sub-committees 
shall be constituted at the district- 
level to provide regular hearing to 
the parties, citing that the Indian 
Forest Act-1927 and Revenue laws 
empower the divisional forest officer 
and deputy commissioner to decide 
on the status of the land involved.
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Prioritise vaccination

T
he Covid-19 situation across the coun-
try is taking on a grim turn. We are on 
way to witness three lakh cases a day. 
This is taking a toll on the healthcare 

infrastructure which is on the verge of breaking 
down. It is difficult for infected people to find a 
bed in the hospitals.in Jammu and Kashmir too 
we are already past the peak of the infections re-
corded last year.

It is therefore time that the government pays 
more attention to vaccination with Srinagar 
which has been consistently recording the maxi-
mum number of cases being prioritised in the 
effort. The need is to set up more vaccination 
centres in the city to make it easier for people to 
receive jabs. It is also important to highlight the 
safety of vaccination through advertisements 
placed in newspapers and other media to address 
the vaccine hesitancy among a section of people. 

Government has to also strictly implement 
the Standard Operating Procedure in public, 
which is something that is not being done. The 
wearing of mask has to be made mandatory and 
those violating the SOP in public should be tak-
en to task. What the administration can do and 
which is eminently possible is to create more 
awareness about social distancing norms and 
take action against the people and the business-
men who violate it.  It is time people are made 
responsible for their own health. We have to en-
sure that both life and livelihood are saved.

And to this end, the government will have 
to run an aggressive awareness campaign 
about the  disease. It has to also work towards 
involvement of the community by charging vil-
lage, locality elders, mosque managements etc 
to ensure people follow the safety precautions. 
Government should also enlist the youth for 
the purpose. This will go a long way to make a 
redeeming difference to the attitude of the peo-
ple towards the contagion and in turn arresting 
its spread.

Government should resist the temptation to 
go for yet another lockdown. Considering its di-
sastrous fallout on the economy, lockdown is a 
bad word. It is not possible for people to remain 
in a perpetual state of paralysis. This has already 
wrought havoc with the economy. More so, in 
Valley which has  been under lockdown for the 
past twelve months. This has  led to a loss of em-
ployment for thousands of people. The vital sec-
tors of our economy like tourism, horticulture, 
handicrafts have been hit hard. So, resorting to 
lockdown is not an option

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Covid-19: India at War

C
ovid-19 has come home to India’s urban cen-
tres, to middle class homes, to the elite, to the 
working class, in ways that diminish what hap-
pened last year when the pandemic first struck. 

There’s a waiting list everywhere and for everything — 
for tests, admission to hospitals, even at crematoriums 
and graveyards (with on-ground reports suggesting a 
disjunction between official fatality figures and these). 
And there is a shortage of everything — oxygen, ICU 
beds, and remdesivir. And everywhere and for every-
thing, getting care has become dependent on who you 
know, as public health systems collapse, automatically 
excluding the majority.

It did not have to be this way. The government may have 
made an error of judgment in not anticipating the intensity 
of the second wave, though there were adequate warnings. 
But, the current situation does highlight a clear policy fail-
ure on varied counts — from not using the past year to boost 
India’s health infrastructure enough to deal with current 
numbers to slipping into business-as-usual mode when it 
came to events (including large elections), from a painfully 
slow rollout of the vaccination (only absolute numbers as a 
proportion of the population, not relative to the rest of the 
world, matter here) to the delay in imposing curbs. What’s 
important now is to fix the crisis, and be prepared in case 
there is another wave after this one (remember the United 
State’s third wave was its worst, although it came before the 
vaccine drive began). This requires the State to pump all its 
resources into beat the second wave. It is war, and nothing 
short of a war effort is needed.

Hindustan Times 
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Corpora l  Pun ishment 

Just Another Slap?
“I have received hundreds of such 
slaps from my teacher, but thanks 
to all of them for bringing me on 
the right path and helped me to 
achieve my goal”

My revolutionary greetings to 
people like these who came out to 
support and justify the beating of 
a student by a teacher at a private 
tuition centre. Perhaps such beat-
ings did help them to achieve their 
goal which perhaps was about in-
creasing the threshold of their tol-
erance to pain. Very divine!

 In the last few days, we all 
came across this video that went 
viral on social media. While my 
sympathies and support to those 
who cared to raise their voice 
against the incident, I am equally 
appalled by the reaction of those 
who chose to defend the act of 
beating, taking a very patronis-
ing stand. Some chose to justify 
the act of beating by the teacher 
on social media, while some chose 
to publish articles in support of 
such heinous acts. In one such 
mention, it appears that the stu-
dent enters the class without the 
teachers’ permission and some 
have taken offence, alleging that 
it goes against our moral values. 
One wonders, how? 

One is free to access knowl-
edge and it is entirely the students’ 
responsibility to follow through 
by will. You can neither teach nor 
correct students through fear, for 
fear is the instrument of tyranny, 
not education. No one has the 
right to reprimand any student 
on such issues, let alone beat-
ing them blue. It is ingenious to 
see how people had reservations 
with the students raising their 
voice against such incidents and 
they compared it with their times 
when they would submit to such 
beatings! Now do we have to glo-
rify pain and slaps and insults as 
the trade-offs for getting a decent 
education? This is morally flawed, 
pedagogically erroneous and psy-
chologically shattering to say the 
least. 

While the mere act of publish-
ing such an article is worthy of 
collective condemnation, but to 
see the kind of support it received 
to the contrary, points to the ur-
gency of a collective rethinking. 

Let us go back to basics and 
ask ourselves not only why the 
beating is problematic but also 
why is justifying the act also 
equally problematic. Firstly, no 
teacher is entitled to the conces-
sion on account of beating the 
students which in other cases 
would be intolerable to us, had it 
not been for a teacher. Secondly, 
if your teaching requires the sup-
port of beating, then your teach-
ing is empty and lacks conviction- 
in other words you do not deserve 
to be called a teacher. Thirdly, 
irrespective of what mistake the 
student commits, if you being the 
teacher are comfortable raising 
your hand on the student, then 
it is you and not the student who 
should be removed from the re-
spective position because instead 
of creating a safe atmosphere for 
learning, you are being a threat to 
the students’ safety and well-being 
— both physical and emotional. 
In other words, in spaces of learn-
ing there should not be any room 
for any kind of abuse. In a region 
where conflict already takes a toll 
on our general well-being, and the 
pandemic has added to the woes 
of students, the teachers ought to 
act more sensitively and responsi-
bly instead of contributing to the 
trauma-cycle. 

Now, let us come to the more 
difficult part and see why defend-
ing such acts is equally problem-
atic. If one reads the kind of ar-
guments given in support of the 
teacher, one can infer that the 
people defending the teacher have 
not quite sensed what the issue 

is. It does not matter what char-
acter certificate you produce to 
testify the greatness of the teacher 
if that greatness is only for a few 
to witness and benefit from while 
others are harassed on account of 
that greatness. It is therefore im-
portant to ask what is the role of 
educational spaces like schools 
and tuition centres and also the 
role of the teachers in such spac-
es. I am bringing this in, because 
many arguments ran to justify 
the act in the name of corrective 
measure and to inculcate morals 
in the student community. While 
such a line of thinking is patronis-
ing to say the least, what is even 
more problematic is that there is 
an added nuance which many peo-
ple choose to ignore, which is this: 
there is a fine line of difference 
between moral education and 
moral policing. While we can still 
be comfortable with the teachers 
addedly working as moral educa-
tors, they cannot use this position 
as a license to moral police the stu-
dents. If one is to extend the logic 
of such arguments that justify the 
beating, then you will also have 
to contend with the kinds of acts 
carried out in some reputed edu-
cational institutions in the valley 
in the name of moral policing. 
This would much to your delight 
include hairstyle-discipling that 
could also involve pulling and 
tugging at the students’ plaits and 
ponies and sideburns; denying the 
students the right to dress smart-
ly, especially girls, because well, 
that could attract boys and they do 
that on purpose to attract boys, as 
if girls don't dress for themselves 
and to their liking. Then you also 
must extend your zeal to justify 
the moral policing carried out 
arguably in some oldest mission-
ary schools running in the valley 
which have embraced slut-sham-
ing as their mode of policing the 
students. Add to the list the correc-
tive measures which include mak-
ing students lick the floor as pun-
ishment or calling them names 
and rebuking them by demeaning 
their families, backgrounds, com-
menting on their length of tunics, 
invading their private space- all in 
the name of inculcating morals! 
The student in question could also 
be your own child, I wonder even 
then are we going to be comfort-
able with this kind of abuse. While 
many educationists have been de-
manding for counselling centres 
to be opened in educational insti-
tutions to care for the students’ 
emotional health, it is nothing less 
than ironical that the teachers are 
the ones to trigger the cycle of 
trauma for the students. 

 We must understand that a 
teacher is no God, they can be 
wrong as well and there is no 
point eulogising any teacher when 

learning is a two-way process. I 
cannot see any wisdom in the sup-
posed precept which calls the slap 
by a teacher as a blessing! If any-
thing, it is demeaning to the stu-
dents’ self-esteem and we must do 
away with the feudal norms which 
place the providers of knowledge 
as infallible and on a moral high 
ground. Yes, basic respect is the 
deal, but it has to be mutual and 
this is no trading point for invit-
ing physical assault. If people con-
demning this incident are being 
called “irresponsible” and “illiter-
ate”, one wonders how is beating 
up the student being responsible 
in any sense of the term and is 
not such a vocabulary of insults 
in itself very elitist in that it looks 
down upon those who have differ-
ing opinions, only furthering the 
perception that knowledge and 
learning is your area of entitle-
ment and some hegemonic asset.

Now then, having made these 
points, one final remark regard-
ing the beating. It is overwhelm-
ing to see a section of people com-
ing forward to condemn such acts. 
However, there is one important 
question that I leave you with: 
does only physical violence war-
rant our collective condemnation? 
Should we not also extend it to the 
mental abuse and harassment that 
the students face and are made to 
put up with in schools, tuition cen-
tres or colleges? 

 If we have to really move in 
the right direction of learning and 
knowledge dissemination, then 
the invisible pockets and forms of 
violence too will have to be point-
ed as well. Because at the end, stu-
dents require spaces where they 
can feel welcomed, loved, safe 
and secure — emotionally, men-
tally and physically. This is the 
foundational stone for any kind of 
learning, anywhere in the world.  
And given the tests of the time, 
it is evermore contingent upon 
the teachers to provide their stu-
dents with such harbours of safety 
and security, where their private 
space is respected and they can 
with respect wade or sail through 
the ocean of learning. 

On a concluding note, next 
time when we wish to evaluate 
the role of a teacher, let these lines 
by Tagore be the qualifier for our 
pedagogy and learning:

“Where the mind is without 
fear and the head is held high; 
Where knowledge is free”.

Views expressed in the article 
are the author’s own and do not 
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stance of Kashmir Observer 
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Sana Shah

Now do we 
have to glorify 

pain and slaps and 
insults as the trade-
offs for getting a 
decent education? 
This is morally 
flawed, 
pedagogically 
erroneous and 
psychologically 
shattering to say the 
least

W
e’re in the midst of the 
holiest months of the 
year. A month which 
is full of blessings and 

hope. It is also considered an oppor-
tunity by muslims to put their best 
foot forward in conduc, kindness 
and worship. 

However, what is markedly 
different from typical ramadans 

is the challenge that we’re having 
to face owing to the covid-19 pan-
demic. The second wave has coin-
cided with the holy month. While 
this may bring our spirits down 
but the invitations of the month 
are otherwise. 

This is a rare opportunity that 
every single one of us has gotten to 
save lives. This can be done by the 

simple act of masking up for yourself, 
for your loved ones and for others as 
well. Practicing social distancing, 
maintaining hand hygiene, masking 
up are some very easy to save lives. 
Imagine the spiritual rewards be-
sides our own safety! 

The situation is getting grim by 
the day. However, we’ve the opportu-
nity to make this test easier through 

the aid and assistance of this holy 
month. Pray for everyone’s safety, be 
proactive in facilitating community 
efforts, mask up, wash hands and 
maintain social distancing. It is truly 
that simple! 

.......
Tania Safi

tanias@rediffmail 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.
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THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Mask Up and Save Lives this Ramadan 

In a region where conflict already takes a toll on our general 
well-being, and the pandemic has added to the woes of 

students, the teachers ought to act more sensitively and 
responsibly instead of contributing to the trauma-cycle

Guardian/Getty Images 
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Are COVID-19 vaccines safe? 
T

he increasing number of COVID cases 
and a barrage of information available 
across the various channels on COVID-19 
vaccines can alarm anyone. It has raised 

plenty of questions. 
Should we take COVID vaccination?
Which COVID vaccine should one opt for?
Are COVID-19 vaccines 100% safe?
What are the side effects of COVID vaccines?
What precautions should one take?
Is it possible to get COVID even after vaccination?
Here are answers to all your questions. 
Should you take the vaccine?
Taking a vaccination is the first step towards 

protecting yourself. While certain side effects are 
there depending on individual cases, this shouldn't 
dissuade people from taking the vaccine in the first 
place, as per the doctors. 

Covishield or Covaxin - Which vaccine to take?
Currently in India, the Covishield vaccine and 

the Covaxin vaccine are the two available for com-
mercial use. Explaining in detail about the vaccina-
tion, Dr Sameer Gupta, Director, Cardiac Cath Lab, 
Metro Group of Hospital, MD, Aurum Senior and As-
sisted Living said, "The Covishield is a DNA vaccine 
which codes for the spike protein whereas the Covax-
in produces antibodies against many regions of the 
complete virus. This is a fully inactivated virus. Both 
the vaccines do an effective job of preventing severe 
infection, hospitalization and we should be ready to 
take whichever one is available to us when the time 
comes."

Are COVID vaccines safe?
Vaccines have helped in the eradication of mul-

tiple diseases for years but are COVID vaccines safe? 
"Now once you get the vaccine are you 100% safe, the 
answer is no. But the risk of transmission presum-
ably goes down and secondarily the risk of you get-
ting complications goes down drastically to 85% to 
90%," Dr Shriram Nene, Healthcare Innovator and 
Cardiovascular Surgeon told us. 

What Are The Side Effects?
In most cases, people have adjusted well to the 

vaccination. However, depending on your body some 
can have an after effect. "While most respond well, 
some people can have side effects such as low-grade 
fever, fatigue, tiredness, swelling, pain and redness 
at the injection site. Sometimes one can have a fever 
which can last for a few days but in the end, it is bet-
ter than getting Covid and dying in the hospital," ex-
plains Dr Gupta. 

Things to keep in mind when getting vaccinated

First and foremost, if you have an immune-com-
promised condition, make sure to inform the doctor. 
Also, individuals with comorbidities (a person who 
has multiple underlying health-related conditions 
present at once) are at more risk of getting infected 
and should prioritise receiving the vaccine. "I often 
get asked if it is safe to get the vaccine if a person has 
comorbidities (such as diabetes, high blood pressure). 
For such individuals, the potential benefits offered 
by the vaccine far outweigh the minuscule risks that 
have been reported after millions of doses all over the 
world. Those on blood thinners need to consult their 
physicians and would be advised to apply pressure on 

the site of the vaccine for 3-5 minutes after receiving 
the vaccine," says Dr. Lancelot Pinto, Consultant Pul-
monologist, P.D Hinduja Hospital & MRC. 

Things to follow during first and second vaccine shots
It is important to understand the core require-

ment of the vaccination. The goal of vaccination is to 
prevent severe hospitalisation and deaths. Elaborat-
ing on the vaccination, requirements, interval shots 
and more Dr Gupta points out, “For the vaccine to be 
effective, we need adequate antibodies which will be 
achieved after both the doses and typically after 2-3 
weeks of the second dose. The duration between the 
first and second doses of the vaccination of Covishield 
is intended to be four weeks. However, new data has 
come out that shows better immunogenicity if there 
is a 6 to 8-week interval between the two doses. This 
is also being recommended by the government. With 
Covaxin, the dosing interval is still four weeks. It is 
important not to mix and match your vaccine and 
stick with it as recommended by the government and 
health authorities.”

What are the chances of getting Covid post vaccination?
You think COVID can't touch you after vaccina-

tion? Wrong. "There are chances of getting COVID 
post both the first and second doses. However, across 

the world, and for all vaccines that have been used, 
the chances of getting severe COVID or dying from 
COVID after vaccination seem to have significantly 
reduced. One must not assume that being vaccinated 
equates to letting one’s guard down. One must con-
tinue taking all the precautions as before," says Dr 
Pinto. 

Precautions post vaccine
•	 Take rest and don't exert yourself
•	 Do not engage in strenuous physical activity for 

a couple of days
•	 Keep yourself hydrated
•	 In case you feel feverish, take paracetamol or 

crocin
•	 Sleep well to prevent exacerbating the potential 

adverse effects such as body aches, fever and 
soreness

•	 Don't stop your regular medications (hyperten-
sion, diabetes and more) until advised by the 
doctor

•	 Wear masks everywhere you go
•	 Wash and sanitise your hands regularly
•	 Continue to practice social distancing

GQ India

 Priyadarshini Patwa

While most 
respond well, some 

people can have side 
effects such as low-
grade fever, fatigue, 
tiredness, swelling, 
pain and redness at 
the injection site. 
Sometimes one can 
have a fever which can 
last for a few days but 
in the end, it is better 
than getting Covid 
and dying in the 
hospital

Top Ten COVID-19 Anxiety 
Reduction Strategies

Ken Goodman

D
uring this time of national 
crisis, we must manage two 
things simultaneously: 1) 
Protect ourselves from the 

Coronavirus, and 2) Protect ourselves 
from anxiety. If your anxiety, fear, and 
worry has been overwhelming, put 
these ten strategies into practice.

Media Distancing: To stop the 
spread of COVID-19, we’ve had to prac-
tice social distancing. But to stop the 
spread of anxiety, we must distance 
ourselves from the media. All anxiety 
stems from uncertainty and an active 
imagination which produces cata-
strophic thoughts. The media, which is 
24/7 Coronavirus and virtually all neg-
ative, is the driver of those thoughts. 
My patients who are the most anxious 
about the Coronavirus are those who 
are consuming the most news from 
social media, online, and traditional 
outlets. The more anxious you feel, 
the more you should distance from the 
media. And if you are extremely fear-
ful, stop altogether. Do no Google or re-
search. Stop checking the latest news 
about the virus. Any vital information 
you need to know, you will find out.

Do Not Engage with Worry. Take 
Action: Whether you are worried about 
contracting the virus, your struggling 
business, or being unemployed, the 
more your mind focuses on worst-case 
scenarios, the more anxious you feel. 
You can’t stop thoughts from entering 
your mind, but you can choose to stop 
dwelling and you can choose to take ac-
tion to solve problems. There is a huge 
difference between worrying and prob-
lem solving. When your mind tries to 
bait you into worry, don’t take the bait. 
If you do, like a fish in a lake, you will 

be caught. Anxiety will try to bait you 
with many “what if” questions. Don’t 
answer them.

Focus on Present Odds: All deaths 
are tragic and the coronavirus can be 
deadly but maintaining proper per-
spective can reduce your anxiety. No 
doubt the symptoms of COVID-19 can 
be horrible but the vast majority of 
people infected with COVID-19 have 
mild to moderate symptoms or no 
symptoms at all. The Infection Fatality 
Rate (IFR) is the total number of deaths 
divided by the total number of people 
that carry the infection, regardless of 
them having clinical symptoms or not.

Do Not React to Physical Symp-

toms: If you cough, it does not mean 
you have the COVID-19. The same is 
true for others who cough.  Allergies, 
bronchitis, post-nasal drip, and the 
cold are more common and a more 
likely explanation. Accept uncertainty 
as you do in other areas of life and as-
sume what is most likely. Do not scan 
your body looking for symptoms. This 
behavior reinforces your worries and 
will increase anxiety.

Focus on Being Productive and 
New Ways of Enjoying Life: Although 
we have no control over the national 
crisis, we must focus on where we do 
have control – our response to the cri-
sis. This is an opportunity to try some-

thing new and do things we haven’t 
had time for. Organize a messy room, 
paint a fence, clean the garage, edit the 
photos on your phone, clean a rusty 
bike and take it for a ride, and play a 
board game  — remember those? You 
can also learn a new skill or start a 
new hobby from videos on You Tube or 
various apps and websites. 

Engage in Stress Reduction Activi-
ties: Focusing on what you are grateful 
for, exercising your body, and relaxing 
your mind will help give you the peace 
you desire. Guided meditation, yoga, 
exercise, and a gratitude journal are 
all practices that lower stress. Select 
one or two, learn about them so you do 
them correctly, and practice each day. 
If you and your loved ones are not se-
verely sick or experiencing dire finan-
cial hardship, be grateful. Once this 
crisis has passed, perhaps we will all 
appreciate what we take for granted: a 
healthy society, freedom to gather, din-
ner with friends, a night at the movies, 
and a simple haircut.

Be Kind to Yourself and Others and 
Have Faith: It’s normal to feel anxious 
and worried during a national crisis. 
Don’t be hard on yourself. Reaching 
out to relatives and friends who are 
isolated or in need will boost their spir-
its and yours. If you are in good finan-
cial standing, be grateful and continue 
to pay others for the services they can-
not provide.

Seek Out Professional Help: You 
don’t need to do this alone. If you are 
experiencing an escalation of anxiety, 
talk to a professional who can help you 
through this difficult time.

Anxiety and Depression Associa-
tion of America 

My patients who are 
the most anxious about 

the Coronavirus are those 
who are consuming the most 
news from social media, 
online, and traditional 
outlets. The more anxious 
you feel, the more you should 
distance from the media. And 
if you are extremely fearful, 
stop altogether. Do no Google 
or research.

Now once you get the vaccine are you 100% safe, the 
answer is no. But the risk of transmission presumably goes 

down and secondarily the risk of you getting complications goes 
down drastically to 85% to 90%
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Unhealthy lifestyle only explains a small 
part of socioeconomic health inequity
Agencies

A 
recent study on UK and US adults 
states that unhealthy lifestyles 
alone only explain a small propor-
tion of the socioeconomic ineq-

uity in health.
This is the suggestion of a large study 

published in the BMJ.
The findings show that the poorest indi-

viduals with the least healthy lifestyle are 
2.7 to 3.5 times more at risk of death than 
the most affluent people with the healthiest 
lifestyle.

While healthy lifestyles play an impor-
tant role in reducing disease burden, the 
researchers warn that healthy lifestyle pro-
motion alone "might not substantially re-
duce the socioeconomic inequity in health, 
and other measures tackling social deter-
minants of health are warranted."

It is well known that disadvantaged so-
cioeconomic status (the measure of a per-
son's social and economic standing) and un-
healthy lifestyles are linked to poor health.

Lifestyle factors are commonly viewed 
as mediators between socioeconomic status 
and health, but it's not clear to what extent 
healthy lifestyles might alleviate the socio-
economic inequities in health.

To explore this further, an internation-
al research team used data from the US Na-
tional Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey (US NHANES) and UK Biobank to 
evaluate the complex relations of lifestyles 
and socioeconomic status with death and 
heart disease.

Their findings are based on 44,462 US 
adults aged 20 years or older and 399,537 UK 
adults aged 37-73 years.

Socioeconomic status was defined us-
ing family income, occupation or employ-
ment status, and education level in both 
groups, and health insurance in US partici-
pants. A healthy lifestyle score was derived 
using the information on smoking, alcohol 
consumption, physical activity and diet.

Medical records were then used to track 
deaths from any cause ("all-cause mortal-

ity") among both US and UK adults, as well 
as cases of cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
and CVD deaths in UK adults.

Over an average follow-up of 9-11 years, 
US NHANES documented 8,906 deaths and 
UK Biobank documented 22,309 deaths and 
6,903 CVD cases.

Among adults of low socioeconomic 
status, the age-adjusted risk of death was 

22.5 and 7.4 per 1000 person-years in US 
NHANES and UK Biobank, respectively, 
and the age-adjusted risk of CVD was 2.5 per 
1000 person-years in UK Biobank.

The corresponding risks among adults 
of high socioeconomic status were 11.4, 3.3, 
and 1.4 per 1000 person-years.

Compared with adults of high socioeco-
nomic status, those of low socioeconomic 

status had consistently higher risks of mor-
tality and CVD, and lifestyle factors only 
explained 3 per cent to 12 per cent of the 
excess risks. The highest risks of mortality 
and CVD were seen in adults of low socio-
economic status and with the least healthy 
lifestyles.

For example, compared with adults of 
high socioeconomic status and three or four 
healthy lifestyle factors, those with low so-
cioeconomic status and no or one healthy 
lifestyle factor had 2.09-fold to 3.53-fold 
higher risks of mortality and CVD.

This is an observational study, so can't 
establish cause, and information on the 
socioeconomic level and lifestyle was self-
reported, so may not have been completely 
accurate. Nevertheless, strengths included 
the large sample size from two well estab-
lished nationwide databases, and results 
were similar after further analyses, sug-
gesting they are robust.

Unhealthy lifestyles mediated a small 
proportion of the socioeconomic inequity 
in health in both US and UK adults; there-
fore, healthy lifestyle promotion, although 
essential, alone might not substantially re-
duce the socioeconomic inequity in health, 
and other measures tackling social deter-
minants of health are warranted, say the 
researchers.

They call for government policies "to 
tackle upstream social and environmental 
determinants of health" but also point out 
that healthy lifestyles were associated with 
lower mortality and CVD risk in different 
socioeconomic groups, "supporting an im-
portant role of healthy lifestyles in reduc-
ing disease burden."

Study suggests older adults 
more likely to help others 
than younger ones

Agencies

T
he findings of a new research 
from the University of Bir-
mingham suggest that older 
adults are more willing to 

make an effort to help others in com-
parison to younger adults.

The findings of the study were 
published in the journal 'Psychologi-
cal Science'.

The study, led by researchers in 
the University's School of Psychology, 
is the first to show how effortful 'pro-
social' behaviour, intended to benefit 
others, changes as people get older. In 
particular, it focused on people's will-
ingness to exert physical effort, rather 
than to give money or time, since at-
titudes to both these are known to 
change with age.

In the study, the research team 
tested a group of 95 adults aged be-
tween 18-36 and a group of 92 adults 
aged 55-85. Each participant made 150 
choices about whether or not to grip a 
handheld dynamometer, a device for 
measuring grip strength or force, with 
6 different levels of how hard they had 
to grip.

Before the experiment, the re-
searchers measured each person's 
maximum grip strength, so they could 
make sure that the effort people had to 
put in was the same for everyone, and 
not affected by how strong people were.

For each decision, participants 
were told whether they would be work-
ing to gain money for themselves, or for 
another person. First, they were asked 
to decide whether they would be will-
ing to put in the effort to gain money or 
not. If they accepted the offer, they had 
to grip hard enough to get the money.

The results showed that when the 
task was easy, young and older adults 

were equally willing to work for oth-
ers, but, when the task was more ef-
fortful older adults were more willing 
to work to help others. In contrast, 
younger adults were more selfish and 
were much more likely to put in higher 
levels of effort to benefit themselves.

The team also noticed a correlation 
between the willingness to put effort 
into tasks that benefited other people 
and positive feelings towards other 
people. But it was only in younger peo-
ple that this 'warm glow' feeling also 
related to them completing tasks for 
themselves.

Senior author, Dr Matthew Apps, 
explained, "Past research had sug-
gested that older adults were more pro-
social than young adults because they 
donate more money to charity. But, the 
amount of money or time people have 
available changes a lot as we get older, 
as such older adults might just appear 
more prosocial. We wanted to focus 
simply on people's willingness to ex-
ert effort on behalf of someone else, as 
this shouldn't depend on your wealth 
or the time you have available. Our re-
sults showed very clearly that partici-
pants in our older age group were more 
likely to work harder for others, even 
though they would gain no significant 
financial reward for themselves."

Lead author Patricia Lockwood 
added, "A lot of research has focused 
on the negative changes that happen 
as people get older. We show that there 
are positive benefits to getting older 
too, in particular, older adults seem 
to be more willing to put in the effort 
to help others. These 'prosocial behav-
iours' are really important for social 
cohesion. Understanding how proso-
cial behaviour changes as people get 
older is critical as we predict the im-
pact of an ageing society."

Study claims good dental health may help 
prevent heart infection from mouth bacteria  
Agencies

A
ccording to a new study, 
maintenance of good 
oral health is more im-
portant than the use of 

antibiotics in dental procedures 
for some heart patients to prevent 
a heart infection caused by bacte-
ria around the teeth.

The new American Heart 
Association (AHA) scientific 
statement was published in the 
association's flagship journal, 
Circulation.

Infective endocarditis (IE), 
also called bacterial endocardi-
tis, is a heart infection caused 
by bacteria that enter the blood-
stream and settle in the heart 
lining, a heart valve or a blood 
vessel. It is uncommon, but 
people with heart valve disease 
or previous valve surgery, con-
genital heart disease or recur-
rent infective endocarditis have 
a greater risk of complications if 
they develop IE.

Intravenous drug use also in-
creases the risk for IE. Viridans 
group streptococcal infective en-
docarditis (VGS IE) is caused by 
bacteria that collect in plaque on 
the tooth surface and cause in-
flammation and swelling of the 
gums. There's been concern that 
certain dental procedures may 
increase the risk of developing 
VGS IE in vulnerable patients.

The new guidance affirms 
previous recommendations that 
only four categories of heart pa-
tients should be prescribed an-
tibiotics prior to certain dental 
procedures to prevent VGS IE 
due to their higher risk for com-
plications from the infection:

1. those with prosthetic 
heart valves or prosthetic mate-
rial used for valve repair;

2. those who have had a previ-
ous case of infective endocarditis;

3. adults and children with 
congenital heart disease; or

4. people who have under-
gone a heart transplant.

"Scientific data since the 
2007 AHA guidelines support the 
view that limited use of preven-
tive antibiotics for dental pro-
cedures hasn't increased cases 
of endocarditis and is an impor-
tant step at combating antibiotic 
overuse in the population," said 
Walter R. Wilson, M.D., chair of 
the statement writing group and 
a consultant for the Division of 
Infectious Diseases, Department 
of Internal Medicine at Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minn.

It has been over a decade 
since recommendations for pre-
venting infective endocarditis 
were updated amid concerns 
of antibiotic resistance due to 
overprescribing. The American 
Heart Association's 2007 guide-
lines, which presented the big-
gest shift in recommendations 
from the Association on the pre-
vention of infective endocardi-
tis in more than 50 years, more 
tightly defined which patients 

should receive preventive an-
tibiotics before certain dental 
procedures to the four high-risk 
categories. This change resulted 
in about 90% fewer patients re-
quiring antibiotics.

The scientific statement 
writing group reviewed data on 
VGS IE since the 2007 guidelines 
to determine if the guidelines 
had been accepted and followed, 
whether cases of and mortality 
due to VGS IE have increased or 
decreased, and if the guidance 
might need to be adjusted.

The writing committee re-
ports their extensive review of 
related research found:

1. There was a good general 
awareness of the changes in 
the 2007 guidelines, however, 
adherence to the guidelines 
was variable. There was about 
a 20% overall reduction in pre-
scribing preventive antibiotics 
among high-risk patients, a 64% 
decrease among moderate-risk 
patients, and a 52% decrease 
in those patients at low- or un-
known-risk.

2. In a survey of 5,500 den-

tists in the U.S., 70% reported 
prescribing preventive antibiot-
ics to patients even though the 
guidelines no longer recommend 
it, and this was most often for pa-
tients with mitral valve prolapse 
and five other cardiac condi-
tions. The dentists reported that 
about 60% of the time the antibi-
otic regimen was recommended 
by the patient's physician, and 
1/3 of the time was according to 
patient preference.

3. Since the stricter 2007 an-
tibiotic guidelines, there is no 
convincing evidence of an in-
crease in cases of VGS IE or in-
creased mortality due to VGS IE.

4. The writing group sup-
ports the 2007 recommendation 
that only the highest risk groups 
of patients receive antibiotics 
prior to certain dental proce-
dures to help prevent VGS IE.

5. In the presence of poor 
oral hygiene and gingival dis-
ease, VGS IE is far more likely 
to develop from bacteria attrib-
utable to routine daily activities 
such as toothbrushing than from 
a dental procedure.

6. Maintenance of good oral 
hygiene and regular access to 
dental care is considered as im-
portant in preventing VGS IE as 
taking antibiotics before certain 
dental procedures.

7. It is important to connect 
patients with services to facili-
tate access to dental care and as-
sistance with insurance for den-
tal coverage, especially in those 
patients at high risk for VGS IE.

8. It is still appropriate to 
follow the recommendation to 
use preventive antibiotics with 
high-risk patients undergoing 
dental procedures that involve 
manipulation of the gum tissue 
or infected areas of the teeth, or 
perforation of the membrane lin-
ing the mouth.  

Chrome 90 will let you share links to highlighted text

G
oogle has started rolling out a 
feature for Chrome 90, which will 
allow users to create a link that 
takes people to the part of a page 

you highlighted.
The tech giant originally launched the 

capability as an extension last year -- now 
that it's officially part of Chrome itself, 
you don't have to install anything extra to 
use it anymore, Engadget reported.

The feature could be very useful to 
students and colleagues working together, 
or even just to anyone who likes sharing 
random stuff with friends.

As for iOS users, Google says "Copy 
link to highlight" is "coming soon" for the 

platform, the report said.
Google has also launched a new PDF 

viewer for the browser, which introduces 
a two-page view and a new toolbar that 
lets you zoom, jump to a page, save and 
print with a single click.

In February, Google also started roll-
ing out a new update that features a new 
interface for switching tabs, and a new 
tab grouping feature to help organise open 
web pages for the Android app.

Chrome's new grid layout replaces the 
vertically arranged list of cards that near-
ly spanned the entire width of your screen. 
Each tab is now significantly smaller.
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In Two Years, Floriculture 
Deptt Registers 46 Per Cent 
Fall In Revenue Generation

Agencies

SRINAGAR: In the past two Fi-
nancial Years (FY), the depart-
ment of floriculture Kashmir 
has witnessed a dip of nearly 54 
percent in revenue generation as 
compared to the five financial 
years from 2014-2019.

The officials of the Department 
of Floriculture Kashmir said that 
in the past two financial years, 
there has been a continuous dip 
of 53.96 percent in revenue gen-
eration as compared to the pre-
vious five financial years.

According to the official figures 
accessed by the news agency, 
since the financial year 2014-15 
to 2018-19, a total amount of Rs 
26.89 crores were generated from 
various gardens and structures 
falling under the department.

However, in the past two fi-
nancial years that includes 2019-
20 and 2020-21, a total of Rs 4.95 
crores of revenue was generated 
by the department.

The documents reveal that in 

the past seven financial 
years, a total of Rs 31.84 

crores were generated 
by the department.

The breakup-
wise figures of 

Department 
of Flori-

c u l -

ture Kashmir 
states that in the financial 
year 2014-15, a total revenue of 
Rs 434.4 lakhs was generated by 
the department.

Similarly, in the financial year 
2015-16, the department had 
generated a total of Rs 397.9 
lakhs from the various gardens 
of their jurisdiction.

The figures further reveal that 
in the financial year 2016-17, a 
total of Rs 555.6 lakhs were gen-
erated by the department fol-
lowed by the financial year 2017-
18 wherein the department had 
generated a total of Rs 489 lakhs.

According to the official figures, 
among the past seven financial 
years, the highest number of rev-
enue was generated in the 2018-19 

in which the department made 
a collection of Rs 812.2 

lakhs.

The two weak 
financial years according to the 
official figures are 2019-20 and 
2020-21 wherein the department 
of floriculture generated only a 
total amount of Rs 288.1 lakhs and 
Rs 207 lakhs respectively—(KNO)

ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL FIGURES ACCESSED BY THE 
news agency, since the financial year 2014-15 to 2018-19, a total amount of Rs 26.89 
crores were generated from various gardens and structures falling under the department.

Steel Prices May Take 2 Yrs To Cool Down 
As Demand Increases: JSPL MD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Steel prices might take at least 
two years to cool down as its de-
mand is consistently increasing, 
a top industry excecutive said.

During the current financial year, the 
demand for steel in India is also expect-
ed to exceed the production numbers, 
Jindal Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) Man-
aging Director V R Sharma told PTI.

While the demand in the finan-
cial year 2021-22 will be in the range 
of 140-150 million tonnes (MT), the 
country's production is expected to be 
somewhere around 125 MT, he said.

When asked about an estimated time 
for the steel prices to cool down, he said, 

"It (prices) will take around two years (to 
ease), because of the demand."

While hot-rolled coil (HRC) in In-
dia is trading at around Rs 58,000 per 
tonne in April, the international steel 
prices are hovering around USD 735-
740 per tonne since April 1, 2021.

Both domestic as well as interna-
tional prices are 50 per cent higher 
compared to a year-ago period.

He also said most of the countries, 

including India, have announced 
stimulus packages. Because of this, the 
consumption has increased; and until 
the stimulus packages are exhausted, 
these prices will not come down.

On steel demand, Sharma said in the 
calender year 2020, the entire world has 
seen a slump except for China which re-
corded a growth of 6-7 per cent.

While, the Indian steel industry 
recorded a negative growth of 10 per 
cent at 99 million tonne (MT).

"The all-India data is yet to come. But, in 
my view, from April 1, 2020 to March 31, 
2021, we are at a level of minus 4 per cent...
we have made around 104 MT of steel 
against expectations of 112 MT. However, 
these are the rough observations," he said.

Markets In Tailspin As COVID 
Woes Resurface; Investors 
Lose Rs 3.53 Lakh Crore

MUMBAI: The Sensex plunged 
883 points while the Nifty 
crashed below the 14,400-lev-
el on Monday as the worsen-
ing COVID-19 situation in the 
country triggered an across-
the-board selloff.

Fresh lockdowns announced 
by some states have stoked 
concerns over the economic 
recovery, while another sharp 
drop in the rupee also weighed 
on risk appetite, traders said.

After crashing over 1,469 
points in early trade, the 
30-share BSE Sensex pared 
some initial losses to close at 
47,949.42, down 882.61 points 
or 1.81 per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE Nif-
ty tanked 258.40 points or 1.77 
per cent to finish at 14,359.45.

PowerGrid was the top loser 
in the Sensex pack, slump-
ing 4.17 per cent, followed by 
ONGC, IndusInd Bank, Kotak 
Bank, L&T, Bajaj Finserv, Asian 
Paints and M&M.

Only Dr Reddy’s and Infosys 
managed to end in the green, 
rising up to 1.58 per cent.

“Domestic equities, which 
were looking resilient for last cou-
ple of days, fell sharply on sharp 
spike in COVID-19 cases across 
the country and enhanced eco-
nomic restrictions imposed by 

several states. Announcements of 
wider mobility restriction by Ra-
jasthan and Delhi governments 
dented investors’ sentiments,” 
said Binod Modi, Head Strategy at 
Reliance Securities.

Barring pharma and IT, 
which remained resilient, all 
key sectoral indices witnessed 
sharp correction. Financials 
and automobiles witnessed 
steeper correction. Notably, 
volatility index soared by over 
11 per cent, which does not 
augur well, he added.

Investor wealth tumbled by 
Rs 3.53 lakh crore on Monday, 
with the market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed companies stand-
ing at Rs 201.77 lakh crore.

India’s total tally of COVID-19 
cases crossed 1.50 crore with a 
record single-day rise of 2,73,810 
new coronavirus infections, 
while the active cases surpassed 
the 19-lakh mark, according to 
the Union Health Ministry data 
updated on Monday.

Sector-wise, BSE realty, 
capital goods, power, auto, in-
dustrials, finance and telecom 
indices plunged up to 3.96 per 
cent, while healthcare index 
closed higher.

Broader BSE midcap and 
smallcap indices skidded up 
to 1.93 per cent.- PTI

Govt Working To Save Lives, 
Livelihood: Fm Tells India Inc 
Amid COVID Surge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Monday 
said she has taken inputs 
from various industry 

chambers on concerns of India 
Inc with regard to the manage-
ment of COVID pandemic and 
the Centre would continue to 
work with state governments 
to save lives and livelihood.

She sought feedback from 
businesses to deal with the im-
pact of the second COVID-19 
wave on the country's economy.

It is to be noted that the 
economy contracted by a 
whopping 23.9 per cent in 
the first quarter (April-June) 
of the previous financial year 
due to the outbreak of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

"Spoke on telephone with 
each of the following busi-
ness/Chamber leaders. Took 
their inputs on industry/As-
sociation related matters. In-
formed them that GoI at vari-
ous levels from @PMOIndia is 
responding to #Covid man-
agement. Working together 
with states for lives and liveli-
hoods," she said in a tweet.

The finance minister had in-
teractions with heads of indus-
try chambers including CII presi-
dent Uday Kotak, Uday Shankar, 
president Ficci, and Vineet Agar-
wal president Assocham.

She also spoke to many busi-

ness leaders like Tata Steel 
managing director T.V. Naren-
dran, L&T chairman A M Naik, 
TCS managing director Rajesh 
Gopinathan, Maruti Suzuki 
chairman R C Bhargava, TVS 
Group chairman Venu Sriniva-
san and Hero Moto Corp man-
aging director Pawan Munjal to 
take their feedback on situation 
arising out of surging COVID-19 
cases and local containments.

Last week, the finance min-
ister made it clear that the gov-
ernment would not go for lock-
downs in a big way and only 
resort to local containment to 
break the COVID-19 chain.

"Even with the second wave, 
we are very clear that we are 
not going in for lockdowns in a 
big way. We don''t want to to-
tally arrest the economy. The lo-
cal level isolation of patients, or 
households which have people 
in quarantines are the methods 
through which the crisis will be 
handled, the second wave will 
be handled. There shall not be 
lockdown," Sitharaman had said.

Daily average COVID-19 cas-
es across the country crossed 
1.7 lakh on Sunday. India's total 
tally of COVID-19 cases crossed 
1.50 crore with a record sin-
gle-day rise of 2,73,810 new 
coronavirus infections, while 
the active cases surpassed the 
19-lakh mark, according to the 
Union Health Ministry data up-
dated on Monday. 

S Jaishankar In Abu 
Dhabi, To Discuss Bilateral 
Economic Cooperation With 
UAE Counterpart

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ABU DHABI: External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar, who ar-
rived here on Sunday, met his 
UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Zayed Al Nahyan and 
the two leaders are expected to 
discuss bilateral economic co-
operation and issues of mutual 
and regional interest.

"Delighted to meet FM @ABZa-
yed. Look forward to our discus-
sions," Mr Jaishankar tweeted.

Interestingly, Mr Jaishan-
kar's visit coincides with the 
ongoing trip of his Pakistani 
counterpart Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi to the United Arab 
Emirates amid media reports 
that the Gulf emirate has been 
holding back channel talks to 
restart dialogue between the 
two neighbours.

Mr Jaishankar earlier paid a 
two-day visit to the UAE from 
November 25 to 26 in the midst 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 
During his visit, he had met his 
UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Zayed Al Nahyan and 
held discussions on the entire 
range of bilateral issues.

"At the invitation of his coun-

terpart, EAM @DrSJaishankar 
will be visiting Abu Dhabi on 
18th April 2021. His discussions 
will focus on economic coop-
eration and community wel-
fare," External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi 
tweeted on Saturday.

Mr Jaishankar's current visit 
to Abu Dhabi comes days after 
the Emirati ambassador to the 
US Yousef al-Otaiba said that the 
UAE played a role in bringing 
down the tension between India 
and Pakistan and getting their 
bilateral ties back to a "healthy 
functional relationship".

"They might not sort of be-
come best friends but at least 
we want to get it to a level where 
it's functional, where it's opera-
tional, where they are speaking 
to each other," al-Otaiba said 
during a virtual discussion with 
Stanford University's Hoover In-
stitution on Wednesday.

Investors' Wealth Tumbles 
Over Rs 3.70 Lakh Cr As 
Markets Crack

Investors' wealth in morn-
ing trade on Monday 
tumbled over Rs 3.70 lakh 

crore as markets went into a 
tailspin amid record surge in 
coronavirus cases in India. The 
30-share BSE benchmark in-
dex tanked 1,469.32 points to 
47,362.71 in early trade.

Following the massive selloff, 
the market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies declined by Rs 
3,70,729.4 crore to Rs 2,01,60,016.60 
crore in morning trade.

IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank, Ba-
jaj Auto, SBI and ICICI Bank were 
the biggest drags among the BSE 
30-share frontline companies' list.

India''s total tally of COVID-19 
cases crossed 1.50 crore with a 
record single-day rise of 2,73,810 
new coronavirus infections, 

while the active cases surpassed 
the 19-lakh mark, according to 
the Union Health Ministry data 
updated on Monday.

"The health crisis India is 
going through and localised 
lockdowns and restrictions on 
economic activity warrant a 
market correction. The steady 
rise in test positivity cases and 
the steady decline in recovery 
rates are areas of serious con-
cern. But, this negativity need 
not reflect fully in the market 
since the global clues are posi-
tive," said V.K. Vijayakumar, 
Chief Investment Strategist at 
Geojit Financial Services.

In the previous trading 
session, the BSE benchmark 
closed 28.35 points or 0.06 per 
cent higher at 48,832.03.PTI

Founder Of Adobe And Developer Of PDFs Dies At Age 81

Charles Chuck Geschke the co-
founder of the major software 
company Adobe Inc. who helped 

develop Portable Document Format 
technology, or PDFs died at age 81.

Geschke, who lived in the San 
Francisco Bay Area suburb of Los Al-
tos, died Friday, the company said.

"This is a huge loss for the entire 
Adobe community and the technol-
ogy industry, for whom he has been 
a guide and hero for decades," Adobe 
CEO Shantanu Narayen wrote in an 
email to the company's employees.

As co-founders of Adobe, Chuck 
and John Warnock developed 
groundbreaking software that has 
revolutionised how people create 
and communicate," Narayen said. 

"Their first product was Adobe Post-
Script, an innovative technology that 
provided a radical new way to print 

text and images on paper and sparked 
the desktop publishing revolution. 
Chuck instilled a relentless drive for in-
novation in the company, resulting in 
some of the most transformative soft-
ware inventions, including the ubiqui-
tous PDF, Acrobat, Illustrator, Premiere 
Pro and Photoshop.

His wife said Geschke was also 
proud of his family.

He was a famous businessman, the 
founder of a major company in the U.S. 
and the world, and of course he was 

very, very proud of that and it was huge 
achievement in his life, but it wasn't his 
focus  really, his family was, Nancy Nan 
Geschke, 78, told the Mercury News on 
Saturday. He always called himself the 
luckiest man in the world.

After earning a doctorate from Carn-
egie Mellon University, Geschke began 
working at Xerox Palo Alto Research 
Center, where he met Warnock, the 
Mercury News reported. The men left 
the company in 1982 to found Adobe, 
developing software together.

In 2009, President Barack Obama 
awarded Geschke and Warnock the 
National Medal of Technology.

In 1992, Geschke survived a kid-
napping, the Mercury News reported.

Arriving to work one morning, two 
men seized Geschke, then 52, at gun-
point and took him to Hollister, Califor-
nia, where he was held for four days. PTI

SC Stays Proceedings Before Delhi HC In Amazon Future Case
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Monday stayed the ongoing pro-
ceedings before the Delhi High 
Court in the case related to the 
amalgamation of Future Retail Ltd 
(FRL) with Reliance Retail.

A Bench of Justices R F Nariman, 
B R Gavai and Hrishikesh Roy 
posted the matter for hearing on 
May 4 and directed that all plead-
ings be completed in the matter.

Amazon had moved the apex 
court on April 8 challenging the 
Delhi High Court’s Division Bench 
order that had vacated a stay on 
Kishore Biyani-led Future Group 
proceeding with its Rs 24,713 crore 
asset sale to Reliance Industries.

Prior to this, FRL had moved 
the division bench of the high 
court against its a single judge’s 
order upholding the Singapore’s 

Emergency Arbitrator’s (EA) order 
restraining FRL from going ahead 
with its Rs 24,713 crore deal with 
Reliance Retail to sell its business.

The Division Bench had granted 
Future a reprieve from a March 18 
single-judge order that restrained 
it from taking any steps to sell as-
sets to Reliance.

The petition by the US based 
e-commerce giant has sought a 
stay on the March 22 order of the 
division bench, terming it “illegal”, 

“random”, “inequitable and unfair”.
Amazon and Future have been 

locked in a bitter legal tussle after 
the US firm dragged Future Group 
to arbitration at SIAC in October last 
year, arguing that the latter had vio-
lated their contract by entering into 
the deal with rival Reliance.

Amazon had invested in Future 
Coupons in August 2019 with an 
option of buying into the flag-
ship Future Retail after a period of 
three to 10 years.

The Future group had however 
moved the National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) seeking regulato-
ry approvals to the Rs 24,713 crore 
deal with Reliance.

Amazon had filed a plea before 
the high court (single judge) for en-
forcement of the October 25, 2020 
Emergency Arbitrator (EA) award 

by Singapore International Arbitra-
tion Centre (SIAC) restraining FRL 
from going ahead with its Rs 24,713 
crore deal with Reliance Retail.

The high court division bench 
however said that it was staying 
the single judge order as FRL was 
not a party to the share subscrip-
tion agreement (SSA) between 
Amazon and Future Coupons Pvt 
Ltd (FCPL) and the US e-commerce 
giant was not a party to the deal 
between FRL and Reliance Retail.

The bench had further said that 
it was of the prima facie view that 
the shareholding agreement (SHA) 
between FRL and FCPL, the SSA be-
tween FCPL and Amazon and the 
deal between FRL and Reliance Re-
tail “are different” and “therefore, 
the group of companies doctrine 
cannot be invoked”.PTI

Principal Secretary Tours Silk Factory 
Rajbagh, Woollen Mills Bemina

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Principal Secretary In-
dustries & Commerce (I&C), Ranjan 
Prakash Thakur along with Union 
Joint Secretary Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Shubha Thakur today visited Silk 
and Wool units of Jammu Kashmir In-
dustries Limited, Rajbagh and Bemina 
and took stock of the ongoing works 
being undertaken at these units under 
the World Bank funded Jhelum Tawi 
Flood Recovery Project (JTFRP).

During the visit, the Principal Sec-
retary appreciated the efforts of JKI 
in creating end to end market solu-
tions especially for the raw materi-
als available in J&K. He directed the 
department in exploring assistance 
from international organizations for 
development of the whole chain of 
Silk and Wool Sectors in the J&K.

The Principal Secretary further 
directed the officials of JKI to under-
take the branding of Kashmir Silk 
and Wool Products and also seek 
design support so that the products 
manufactured by it are as per pres-
ent market fashion and trends.

eviewing the working of the units 
Principal Secretary I&C stressed on 

managing production on modern 
lines, introduction of new product 
ranges which are in vogue in present 
markets, strengthening the market-
ing networks so that both Rajbagh 
Silk Factory and Bemina Woollen 
Mills regain their due position as 
manufacturers of quality fabrics.

During the visit, Principal Secre-
tary was briefed that under modern-
ization of the Silk Factory Rajbagh, 
new machinery has been procured  
which had been damaged during 
2014 floods besides a new building 
is also being constructed. He was 
also informed that the silk fabric 
production capacity of the factory is 
expected to increase by around 2.5 

lacs meters annually after comple-
tion of modernization.

He was further briefed that with 
the modernization of the Silk Fac-
tory Rajbagh and the establishment 
of new Silk Reeling and Weaving 
units in Jammu, JKI would be procur-
ing around 1.30 MT of cocoon worth 
Rs. 11.24 crore in the current year for 
both Kashmir and Jammu Divisions 
from various centers of the Sericul-
ture Department which would result 
in providing direct market linkage to 
around 10000 cocoon rearers of J&K.

Similarly the Principal Secretary 
was also informed that under the 
World Bank funded JTFRP,  new ma-
chinery was being procured for Govt. 
Woollen Mills Bemina besides a 
Showroom cum Interpretation Cen-
tre is also being constructed.

Principal Secretary I&C was 
briefed that with the installation of 
the new machinery, the production 
capacity of the unit would increase 
significantly and an additional one 
lakh kgs of locally produced raw 
wool would be used to weave qual-
ity tweed fabric, bringing economic 
benefit to hundreds of sheep rearing 
families.



1010Tuesday | 20.04.2021

Legacy Issues Need To Be Resolved Through 
Dialogue And Not By Unilateral Actions: 
Army Chief Amid Border Standoff With China
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: In a veiled reference to 
the border standoff with China, Army 
Chief Gen MM Naravane on Monday said 
legacy issues and differences need to be 
resolved through mutual consent and 
dialogue, and not by unilateral actions.

In his address at a symposium, Gen 
MM Naravane, however, noted that there 
were positive developments with China 
along the Line of Actual Control(LAC) 
that led to disengagement of troops in 
Pangong lake areas in eastern Ladakh.

The Army Chief also said that the re-
cent comments of Chinese Ambassador 
Sun Weidong "to avoid relapse and joint-
ly safeguard peace and tranquillity in 
border areas" augurs well for the future 
of India-China relations.

Talking about regional developments, 
he referred to the renewed commitment 
by the armies of India and Pakistan to 
follow the 2003 ceasefire on the Line of 
Control(LoC), saying it bodes well for the 
future.

"We have recently entered into a 
ceasefire understanding with Pakistan 
Army in February this year, and since 
then there has been no exchange of fire 
on an otherwise active LoC. This bodes 
well for the future," he said.

"With China too, there have been posi-
tive developments along the LAC, an area 
where both countries have differing per-
ceptions on the alignment of the land 
borders. This has led to disengagement 
of troops in eastern Ladakh," he added.

Gen Naravane also mentioned about 
the 11th round of Corps command-
er-level talks between the armies of 
India and China, and hoped to "settle 
other border"issues through further 
negotiations.

The military standoff between India 
and China that erupted on May 5 last at 
multiple friction points in eastern Ladakh 
has significantly strained bilateral ties.

As a result of a series of military and 
diplomatic talks, India and China com-
pleted withdrawal of troops and weap-
ons from the North and South banks of 

Pangong lake in February.
The two sides are now engaged in talks 

to extend the disengagement process to 
the remaining friction points.

"Legacy issues and differences need to 
be resolved through mutual consent and 
dialogue and not by unilateral actions," 
he said.

Talking about new challenges being 
thrown up by the changing character of 
war, he said "our own region" is also wit-
nessing that wars are no longer confined 
to the customary hard core kinetics but 
being increasingly contested in the am-
biguous grey zone.

"However, even as we move to a tech-
nology empowered Army, the peculiar 
unsettled nature of our borders means 
that the requirement of 'boots on ground' 
cannot be simply wished away."

Gen Naravane reiterated that India 
looked to maintain peace and harmony 
with all its neighbours and in the region.

"Maintenance of peace and tranquilli-
ty requires joint efforts. All nations need 
to come together to uphold rules-based 

order, respect international laws and 
norms and develop mutual respect for 
each other," he said.

The Army Chief also said that geo-stra-
tegic spaces are being "constricted" and 
geo-strategic realities are being "altered" 
without physical battles, noting conflicts 
are steadily moving to the new domains 
of space, cyber and informatics.

"We are conscious that niche technolo-
gies including artificial intelligence, au-
tonomous and unmanned systems, long 
range precision technology, internet of 
things, 5G and quantum computing, to 
name a few, need to be acquired to remain 
and capable to face future threats," he said.

About the coronavirus pandemic, he 
said the Army is devising ways and means 
to work through the challenging times and 
get its training schedules back on track.

"The disruptive powers of the pandem-
ic have, however, changed the way we 
think and act. It has also exposed our vul-
nerability to global supply chains, forcing 
us to re-engineer our dependencies and 
work towards self-reliance," he added.

J&J Seeks Permission For Phase-3 
Trial Of Its Single-Shot COVID 
Vaccine In India, Import Licence

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Multinational 
pharma giant Johnson & 
Johnson has applied to India's 
drug regulator seeking permis-
sion to conduct phase-3 clinical 
trial of its single-dose COVID-19 
vaccine in India as well as im-
port licence, sources said.

They said the company has 
sought an early meeting of the 
subject expert committee on 
COVID-19 of the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation 
(CDSCO) to take a decision on 
its application.

This comes close to the heels 
of the central government last 
week deciding to fast-track 
emergency approvals for all 
foreign produced coronavi-
rus jabs that have been given 
a similar nod by the World 
Health Organization or regu-
lators in the United States, 
Europe, Britain or Japan.

Such vaccines will be given 
emergency use approval man-
dating the requirement of 
post-approval parallel bridging 
clinical trial in place of conduct 
of local clinical trial under the 
provisions of the New Drugs 
and Clinical Trials Rules 2019, 
the health ministry had said.

According to sources, 
Johnson & Johnson had applied 

on April 12 in the Global Clinical 
Trial Division through the 
Sugam online portal, instead of 
applying to the biological divi-
sion which deals with vaccines 
and other biologicals.

"Due to the technicalities in-
volved, Johnson & Johnson has 
resubmitted its application on 
Monday," a source said.

Johnson & Johnson's vaccine 
is a single-dose jab, whereas 
the three vaccines cleared 
by India so far are of doubles 
doses.

So far, two vaccines -- 
Oxford/Astrazeneca vaccine 
COVISHIELD manufactured by 
Serum Institute in India and in-
digenously developed COVAXIN 
by Bharat Biotech -- are being 
administered in India, while a 
third vaccine Sputnik V -- de-
veloped in Russia and to be im-
ported and sold in India by Dr 
Reddy's Laboratories -- has also 
been approved by the Indian 
drug regulator.

The government, meanwhile, 
on Monday decided to expand 
its vaccination drive by allow-
ing everyone above 18 years 
of age eligible to be vaccinated 
from May 1 and permitted state 
governments, private hospitals 
and industrial establishments 
to procure the doses directly 
from manufacturers.

Couple Without Mask Misbehaves With Policemen When Stopped, Arrested
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A man and his 
wife were arrested after they 
allegedly misbehaved with 
policemen when they were 
stopped for not wearing masks 
in central Delhi's Daryaganj, of-
ficials said on Monday.

While the man was arrested 
on Sunday, his wife was arrest-
ed on Monday, they said, adding 
that the couple have been sent 
to judicial custody.

A purported video of the in-
cident was shared on social me-
dia platforms, wherein the cou-
ple could be seen misbehaving 

with Delhi police personnel 
when they were asked the rea-
son for not wearing masks.

Police said they registered a case 

against Pankaj, a marketing sales-
man, and his wife Abha, residents 
of Patel Nagar in central Delhi.

''The husband-wife who 

refused to wear mask and mis-
behaved with police person-
nel of Daryaganj police station 
during the weekend curfew and 
further obstructed them in dis-
charging their duties have been 
booked and arrested,'' tweeted 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(Central) Jasmeet Singh from 
his official Twitter handle.

''During interrogation, the 
man put the blame on his 
wife and told police that his 
wife does not wear mask and 
also does not let him wear 
one. However, he claimed that 
whenever she is not around, he 
always wears a mask,'' a senior 

police officer said.
The woman, however, 

claimed during interrogation 
that she does not wear a mask 
because of breathing problem, 
he said. Delhi has been witness-
ing a massive surge in coronavi-
rus cases in the past few days.

According to the police, the 
incident took place at on Sunday.

The couple, travelling in a car, 
misbehaved with the policemen 
when they were stopped and 
asked the reason for not wear-
ing mask. The woman also said 
they would not pay fine and 
started arguing with them, po-
lice said.
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Corona Surge
Baramulla 110, Budgam 46, Pulwama 29, 

Kupwara 36, Anantnag 48, Bandipora 14, 
Ganderbal 31, Kulgam 47, Shopian 4, Jammu 
451, Udhampur 81, Rajouri 34, Doda 8, Kathua 
38, Samba 33, Kishtwar 4, Poonch 4, Ramban 
13and Reasi 102 fresh cases of coronavirus.

Of the six people that succumbed to the vi-
rus, officials said, two were residents of Jammu 
division and four others from the Valley. The 
victims from the Valley included a 65-year-old 
man from Anantnag, a 75-year-old man from 
Kupwara, 60-year-old man from Pulwama 
and a 43-year-old woman from Fateh Kadal 
Srinagar. With these deaths, the fatality count 
has reached 2063 in the Union Territory.

Moreover, officials said, 813 more patients 
have recovered—207 from Jammu Division and 
606 from Kashmir.

Dulloo Makes
underlining that the contemporary situation 

was “challenging.”
“As you can see, covid-19 cases are rising day 

by day. A challenging situation is before all of 
us. To face the situation, two aspects are im-
portant and need to be given immediate atten-
tion,” he said in an audio message circulated by 
the department.

“One is that people must adhere in letter and 
spirit to covid-19 appropriate behavior such 
as wearing masks, maintain social distancing, 
wash or sanitize hands regularly,” he said, add-
ing, “Second is vaccination. Those above 45 
years of age, especially government employ-
ees, should immediately vaccinate themselves. 
There is evidence that those who vaccinate ei-
ther do not contract the covid-19 or if they get 
infected, then the severity is far less.”

He said that health care workers were given 
the facility to vaccinate “but a number of them 
have not vaccinated themselves so far.”

“ I appeal all the health care workers as also 
above 45 years of age, whether government 
employees or not, to vaccinate themselves im-
mediately,” he added.

Use X-Rays
South African variant and one sample with 

the Brazil variant.
Based on ICMR data, the current variants are 

also being picked up by the RT-PCR tests. The 
RT-PCR test has sensitivity of around 80 per 
cent and therefore 20 per cent of the cases can 
still be missed out.

“Also, if the sample is not properly taken or 
if the test is done too early when the viral load 
is low, it may come out negative. So, if a per-
son is symptomatic, a combination of clinical 
features, laboratory reports, CT/chest X-ray can 
be used for presumptive diagnosis of COVID-19 
and treatment should be started according-
ly. The test should also be repeated after 24 
hours,” AIIMS Director Dr Randeep Guleria told 
PTI.

Dr Samiran Panda, the Head of Epidemiology 
and Communicable Diseases at the Indian 
Council of Medical Research, said the mutants 
-- variants from the UK, Brazil and South Africa 
-- are not able to evade the diagnostic RT-PCR 
testing that is being conducted in India.

“In India, we have to be able to detect two 
or more genes of virus so if mutation happens 
on one area then the RT-PCR test kits will be 
able to capture it and it is capturing. However, 
some of the infections will remain undetected 
irrespective of the mutations happening,” Dr 
Panda said.

Moreover, all the mutants have been identi-
fied from these tests only, he said.

Clinical symptoms and CT scan reports 
should be the guiding factor for treatment 
rather than relying only on the RT-PCR test 
which has a sensitivity of around 80 per cent, 
another senior doctor said

Even the rapid antigen test has a sensitivity 
of only 40 per cent, he said, adding, “So many 
patients will be missed if we rely only upon 
these tests.”

GMC Suspends
of 2021 dated 18-04-2021, all the UG classes 

(MBBS, B.sc, paramedics nursing and other 
paramedics ) are here by suspended till 15-05-
2021,” reads an order issued by the authorities.

“However online teaching shall continue as 
per the schedule issued by respective depart-
ments / Nursing College Srinagar / AMT School 
Srinagar respectively,” the order adds.

The suspension of classes at the GMC comes a 
day after the Jammu and Kashmir government 
ordered closure of all colleges and Universities 
across the Union Territory till May 15 over the 
looming coronavirus threat.

Situation Under
On the steep rise in COVID-19 cases, 

Bhatnagar said that all the preparations are be-
ing made to tackle the situation.

Talking about the designated COVID-19 hos-
pitals and quarantine centres across Jammu 
and Kashmir, he said that the situation is being 
accessed dynamically and all the arrangements 
will be made on time.

“I request people to follow all the precau-
tions, weak mask, maintain social distancing, 
and not come out in numbers/ groups besides 
sanitizing hands frequently,” he said.

“Eligible people should go for vaccination,” 
Bhatnagar said.

Notably with the unexpected rise in 
COVID-19 cases across Jammu and Kashmir the 
administration has ordered the closure of all 
educational institutions, restrictions on over-
crowding besides the night curfew to contain 
the spread.

2 Militants Killed
offers and engaged the joint team in gunfight.
According to the reports, the internet servic-

es were snapped across the district to ensure 
smooth conduct of anti-militancy operation 
and to prevent any law and order situation.

Meanwhile, in a statement issued here on 
Monday evening, a police spokesperson said 
that the two killed militants were locals and 
associated with Hizbul Mujahideen.

He identified the duo as Sabzar Ahmad Ganie 
of Kulgam and Amir Ahmad Bhat of Shopian.

The police spokesperson further said that 
the two militants were part of groups involved 
in many crime cases

“Arms, ammunition & other incriminat-
ing materials were recovered from the site of 
encounter. All the recovered materials have 
been taken into case records for further inves-
tigation and to probe their complicity in other 
crimes,” he said.

He further said that the last rites of the killed 
militants shall be performed after conduct-
ing medico-legal formalities and their nearest 
family members shall be allowed to participate 
in the last rites.

“In this connection police have registered 
a case under relevant sections of law and in-
vestigation has been initiated. People are re-
quested to cooperate with police till the area is 

completely sanitized and cleared off of all the 
explosive materials, if any,” the police spokes-
person added.

Army Replaces
citizens at the security checks and drills, he 

said.
The official said there is a need for under-

standing the fact that the security checks are 
necessitated due to the existing threat of at-
tacks by militants on the security forces and 
common man and more the threat, more will 
be the preventive checks and drills.

“These checks will be necessary till the time 
the militant threat can be brought down. This 
effort at countering militancy has to be a joint 
citizen-soldier effort, he said.

The official said these visual steps taken by 
the force are a message that the security forces 
are reaching out to the citizens for better mu-
tual understanding and there is a desire to mi-
nimise the discomfort to the citizens due to the 
security drills.

The intent is to improve the citizen-soldier 
connect so that both work jointly to address 
the challenge of militancy in J&K, the official 
said.

RTO Kashmir
response by April 21.
The court has however already declined to 

hear the plea as a Public Interest Litigation.
“Regional Transport Officer, Kashmir, shall 

remain present along with with the records 
of circular dated 23 -03-2021,” the court said 
and also its Registrar Judicial to allow the RTO 
to enter the court premises for his appearance 
amid covid-19 guidelines on the date.

The petitioner, Munshi, has sought direc-
tions to the concerned authorities to quash RTO 
Kashmir’s circular dated March 27, mandating 
the vehicle owners who have purchased their 
vehicles bearing outside registration number 
to apply for a new registration as per the pro-
visions of Section 47/50 of Motor Vehicle Act 
1988 within a prescribed period of 15 days, 
failing which action as warranted shall be initi-
ated against them.

He also sought directions also clarify by way 
of a circular or order on the issue of levying of 
tax on the vehicles purchased outside J&K if the 
previous owner of the vehicle has already paid 
the tax on the vehicle.

He also sought directions to clarify by way 
of circular from which period the tax is to be 
levied on the vehicles.

Munshi has also sought directions to the 
concerned not to seize or impound or fine the 
vehicles bearing outside registration number 
in pursuance of the RTO’s circular.

He also sought direction to the authorities 
concerned to give the public ample period of 
time for submitting heir documents for re-reg-
istration and also sought directions to amend/
relax the rules in order to avoid inconvenience 
to the general public.

Earlier this month, the court sought govern-
ment’s response on a petition filed by another 
individual. Advocate General D C Raina, had 
questioned the maintainability of the petition, 
challenging authority of the Regional Transport 
Officer, Kashmir, vis-à-vis issuance of a Circular 
on March 27 last.

The Advocate General further submitted that 
in implementation and adherence to the law 
and in application of Section 47 of the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1988, read with Section 50 and 54, 
the officials have the authority to seek registra-
tion of the vehicle which remained in the J&K 

for a period exceeding 12 months.
Faisal Qadri, senior counsel for the peti-

tioner, invited attention of the Court to sec-
tion 46, 47 and 50 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 
1988, to indicate that the scheme of law pro-
vides that when a motor vehicle registered in 
one State has been kept in another State, for 
a period exceeding twelve months, the owner 
of the vehicle shall, within such period and in 
such form containing such particulars as may 
be prescribed by the Central Government, ap-
ply to the Registering Authority, within whose 
jurisdiction the vehicle then is, for the assign-
ment of a new registration mark.

Therefore, he submitted that it is the Central 
Government which can prescribe the period 
and form in which the vehicle is required to be 
registered by the registering authority

He also submitted that in the event the RTO 
Kashmir’s circular is given effect, it will frus-
trate the object of Section 47 which is sought 
to be implemented by the RTO Kashmir.

In support of his submissions, the senior 
counsel also referred to and relied upon the 
judgment of the High Court of Karnataka de-
livered— Jagdev Biradar v. State of Karnataka.

“Prima facie there appears to be a consensus 
over the fact that while adhering to the provi-
sions of law, the Competent Authority can seek 
such response from the owners whose vehicle 
remains in the State other than the one from 
where the vehicle is purchased for a period ex-
ceeding 12 months, but the question is raised 
as to who that Competent Authority is?”

Subsequently, “feeling it appropriate”, the 
court had asked that to file their response so 
that the controversy is set at rest. (GNS)

Sun Shines On 
7.4 degree Celsius against previous night’s 

7.6 degree Celsius, the official said.
Pahalgam received 16.7mm during the time while 

the famous resort in south Kashmir recorded a low 
of 1.4 degree Celsius against 3.4 degree Celsius on the 
previous night, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, received 
4.8mm of rain and recorded a low of 4.8 de-
gree Celsius against previous night’s 5.1 degree 
Celsius, the official said.

Kupwara received 8.0mm of rain while the 
north Kashmir district recorded a low of 4.8 
degree Celsius against 5.7 degree Celsius on the 
previous night, the official said.

Gulmarg, the world famous skiing resort in 
north Kashmir, received 7.0mm of rain during 
the time and recorded a low of minus 0.6 de-
gree Celsius against 0.4 degree Celsius on the 
previous night which was below 2.9 degree 
Celsius than the normal for the area, the offi-
cial said.

Baramulla-Banihal
the project, Pole directed the deputy com-

missioners and the SSPs concerned to provide 
all logistic support and provide adequate secu-
rity facilities to executing agency concerned in 
their respective areas.

He said two wagons shall be operated dur-
ing day and night with work force onboard to 
complete pole erection and wire laying works 
during the execution.

He instructed deputy commissioners to con-
duct spot visits and discuss modus operandi 
threadbare and ensure proper deployment for 
hassle-free work execution.

Pole also instructed officials concerned to 
start work in a week’s time and ensure timely 
completion of electrification of the railway 
line.

Meanwhile, Pole also chaired a meeting of 
officers to review the progress of various proj-
ects of NHIDCL.

During the meeting, the divisional com-
missioner reviewed pace and progress made 
on Z-MORH and Zojila tunnels connecting 
Kashmir with the Ladakh region.

Stressing on the speedy work process, Pole 
instructed officials to ensure prompt response 
by all departments concerned to all bottle-
necks causing inconveniences in the construc-
tion process.

He directed them to ensure prompt disposal 
of NOCs, complete land acquisition process 
with release of compensation to the land losers 
at the earliest.

‘Serious, Shocking
University, Member Secretary Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) or his/her nominee, MD 
Small Industrial Corporation, and others.

It’s said that Administrative Secretary Forest, 
Ecology and Environment might be the chair-
man of the committee.

“This was expected,” Qadri continued. “But 
what is shocking is that not even a single 
member from Kashmir is included in the 
Committee.”

Since there’s no representation from Kashmir 
division, the advocate said, tomorrow any de-
cision can be taken related to environmental 
clearance of projects or pollution control mea-
sures and mitigations.

Post-abrogation of J&K’s special status, the 
government cleared many projects in Kashmir 
without any public consultation, said Sheikh 
Ghulam Rasool, chairman and founder, J&K RTI 
Movement.

“And now Centre is taking yes men in the 
committee so that they can do whatever they 
want,” Sheikh Ghulam Rasool said.

Notably, since the abrogation of Article 
370 and the subsequent implementation 
of J&K Reorganization Act, many state in-
stitutions were closed including State 
Information Commission (SIC), State Human 
Rights Commission (SHRC), State Women’s 
Commission (SWC) and, now institution like 
State Pollution Control Board (SPCB).

Terming the notification ‘shocking’, comrade 
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami said: “Excluding 
representation from Kashmir division in the 

JKPCC showed the discriminatory mindset.”

CBI Nabs Two
claimant in Pratap Park, Lal Chowk, an offi-

cial said.
He said both the officers were arrested while 

accepting the bribe for settling a claim of a cus-
tomer, who died in a road accident in January 
2020.

“A case under relevant sections of law has 
been registered at CBI office in Srinagar and 
further investigation has been initiated in the 
matter, “ he added.

Misfire Creates
meantime, reports said, the service rifle of 

constable Zahid Ahmad went off accidentally 
and the bullet hit an advocate’s car that was 
parked in the court compound.

Fortunately, there was no loss of life or any 
injury to anyone in the incident.

Bear Injures
Hospital Tangmarg for treatment. However, 

the doctors there referred him to SMHS for fur-
ther treatment. (KNS)
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European Football Split 
As 12 Clubs Announce 
Breakaway Super League
Agencies

LONDON: A group of 12 elite Eng-
lish, Spanish and Italian clubs dra-
matically split European football 
by announcing the formation of a 
largely-closed Super League.

They are leaving the existing 
UEFA-run Champions League struc-
ture despite warnings they could be 
kicked out of their domestic com-
petitions and face legal action.

The seismic move to shake up the 
world's biggest sport is partly engi-
neered by the American owners of 
Arsenal, Liverpool and Manchester 
United who also run U.S. franchises 
in closed leagues a model they are 
trying to replicate in Europe.

The power-play came after the 
rebel clubs reneged on a promise 
on Friday to back the plan by UEFA 
European football's governing body 
to expand the Champions League 
beginning in 2024.

The deal was designed to ap-
pease their wishes for more games, 
seemingly because they couldn't 
control the sale of rights to the ex-
isting competition.

The Super League plan was first 
leaked in January but re-emerged 
this weekend.

Real Madrid president Floren-
tino Perez would be the founding 
chairman of the SL, which said it 
"intended to commence as soon as 

practicable" as a 20-team competi-
tion playing in midweek like the 
current Champions League and Eu-
ropa League.

"We will help football at every 
level and take it to its rightful place in 
the world," Perez said in a statement.

"Football is the only global sport 
in the world with more than four bil-
lion fans and our responsibility as big 
clubs is to respond to their desires."

No evidence was presented that 
supporters want a Super League. 
Fan groups across Europe last week 
criticized even the current Cham-
pions League expansion plan as a 
"power grab."

Only 12 clubs have signed up 
for now with none from France or 
Germany but the SL hopes for three 
more as permanent members.

Barcelona and Atletico Madrid are 
the other founding members, along 
with Juventus, AC Milan and Inter 
Milan. Five slots would be left open 
to be determined each year based on 
the previous season's results.

UEFA warned clubs that joining 
the cynical project" based on self-
interest would see them banned 
from playing in any other competi-
tion domestic, European or global. 
It said their players could be denied 
the opportunity to represent their 
national teams.

The statement was issued jointly 
with the leagues and national gov-

erning bodies from England, Spain 
and Italy. England has the most 
clubs with the six including Chel-
sea and Manchester City, who are 
due to contest a Champions League 
semifinals this month.

Also included is Tottenham, 
which is outside of the Premier 
League's top four to qualify for the 
Champions League next season.

"By bringing together the world's 
greatest clubs and players to play 
each other throughout the season, 
the Super League will open a new 
chapter for European football, ensur-
ing world-class competition and fa-
cilities, and increased financial sup-
port for the wider football pyramid," 
said Joel Glazer, co-owner of Man-
chester United and SL vice chairman.

Another vice chairman of the 
new competition would be An-
drea Agenlli who on Sunday night 
quit his role as chairman of the 
European Club Association, which 
was working with UEFA on en-
larging the Champions League to 
36 teams.

Agenlli also resigned as a mem-
ber of the executive committee of 
UEFA rupturing his previously-close 
friendship with the governing body's 
president, Aleksander Ceferin.

The UEFA leader has been deter-
mined not to grant more control of 
the sale of television and commer-
cial rights to the clubs.

Humour, Sarcasm, Anger: Football 
World Reacts To Super League Plans
Agencies

LONDON: As a slew of foreign-
owned clubs announced plans to 
rip up European football by form-
ing a breakaway Super League, one 
club with North American leader-
ship was happy to announce its in-
tention to keep the status quo.

“Despite the club’s two 4-0 vic-
tories this week, we can confirm 
that we will not be seeking mem-
bership to the newly uncovered 
‘European Super League,’" read a 
post on Twitter from Welsh club 
Wrexham, which plays in England's 
fifth division and was recently tak-
en over by Hollywood stars Ryan 
Reynolds and Rob McElhenney.

“The club,” it continued, “will be 
making no further comment.”

Reaction to the potentially seis-
mic changes being pushed through 
by 12 of the world’s biggest clubs 
ranged from humour to sarcasm to 
condemnation and anger.

“We’ve won the same amount 
of Premier League titles as Totten-
ham,” said Irish club Bray Wander-
ers, following up its initial tweet — 
“We wish to confirm that we will 
not be taking part in any European 
Super League” — that has received 
more than 100,000 likes.

Neither club has ever won the 
Premier League title, though Tot-
tenham won the English league 
title twice before the Premier 

League was founded in 1992.
Russian club Spartak Moscow 

turned directly to any fans from the 
12 breakaway clubs who might be 
disgruntled by the developments.

“If you need a new club to sup-
port, we’re always here for you,” 
Spartak said. “Kind regards, FC 
Spartak Moscow.”

The general tone of the reaction 
was downright disgust, from the 
average supporter to those with 
close links to a group many are 
now calling “the dirty dozen.”

“Yesterday, the current board of 
(Tottenham) betrayed the club, its 
history and the magic that makes 
this game so special when they 
put their name to a statement an-
nouncing the formation of a break-
away European Super League,” the 
Tottenham Hotspur Supporters’ 
Trust said in a statement.

The group said Tottenham’s 
board was “prepared to risk the 
club’s reputation and its future in 
the opportunistic pursuit of greed” 
and called for a change of owner-
ship if Tottenham did not imme-
diately disassociate itself from the 
breakaway league.

Gary Neville, the former Man-
chester United defender who is 
now a commentator and owner of 
fourth-division English club Sal-
ford, described those running the 
breakaway clubs as “imposters” 
and called for the Premier League 

to punish the six English clubs in-
volved with point deductions.

“They’re breaking away to a 
competition they can’t be relegat-
ed from? It’s an absolute disgrace,” 
Neville said in an impassioned rant 
on Sky Sports.

“We have to wrestle back power 
in this country from the clubs at 
the top of this league — and that 
includes my club,” he said, refer-
encing American-owned United.

French clubs got a pat on the 
back from the country’s president, 
Emmanuel Macron, for refusing to 
take part in the league, alongside 
those from Germany. Macron’s 
office said the proposed league 
“threatens the principal of solidar-
ity and sporting merit,” while the 
French government’s sports minis-
ter, Roxana Maracineanu, criticized 
the proposed breakaway as “a VIP 
club to conquer the world, but a 
world conquest based only on mar-
keting and sales, not sport.”

The only real mouthpieces for 
the breakaway clubs could be their 
coaches, who must hold news con-
ferences before and after matches.

One of them, Atlético Madrid 
coach Diego Simeone, said he had 
“no doubt that my club will make 
the best decision for its future."

“I’ll be prepared to coach wher-
ever they tell me to coach," Sime-
one said. "I have no doubt that the 
club will decide what is best.”

PSG, Bayern Some Of The 
Big Names Missing From 
Super League Proposals

Agencies

DUSSELDORF: The new Super 
League football competition in 
Europe is, surprisingly, missing 
the names of Bayern Munich and 
Paris Saint-Germain.

Last year's Champions League 
finalists were noted absentees 
from the elite clubs announced in 
the league's formation on Sunday.

Bayern would face difficulties 
convincing its fans and members, 
who have a majority say in club 
business. PSG’s Qatari owners 
could be wary of disrupting next 
year’s World Cup — which will be 
played in Qatar — and a lucrative 
UEFA broadcast deal if there’s a 
civil war in European football.

The Super League has signed 
up 12 clubs from England, Spain 
and Italy and left open three more 
spots for founder members, who 
will get permanent places in the 
competition. Bayern, PSG and 
Borussia Dortmund have been 
linked with those founder places.

However, Dortmund said Mon-
day that it and Bayern reject the 
Super League in favor of reforming 
the existing Champions League.

They are both on the board of 
the European Club Association, 
which held an emergency meet-
ing Sunday after representatives 
of the Super League clubs quit the 
organization.

“The clubs want to implement 
the planned reform of the UEFA 
Champions League. It was the clear 

opinion of the members of the ECA 
board that the plans for founding a 
Super League are rejected,” Dort-
mund CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke 
said in a statement.

“Both of the German clubs which 
are represented on the ECA board, 
FC Bayern Munich and Borussia 
Dortmund, put forward 100% iden-
tical views in all conversations.”

Germany's rules on fan owner-
ship, known as 50%+1 for the vot-
ing stake which members must 
have, pose a problem for the Su-
per League. Fan organizations at 
the English clubs have risen up 
in revolt at the plans but have 
little or no say in how their clubs 
are run. The Super League waited 
until after recent elections of club 
presidents at Real Madrid and Bar-
celona to launch its plans.

German fans could in theory 
block their clubs from being in-
volved. Bayern was due to have its 
annual general meeting last week 
but it was postponed to the end of 
the year because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The Super League dispute 
complicates Qatar's efforts to 
win support across Europe for its 
hosting of the 2022 World Cup. 
PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi 
is well connected at UEFA, with a 
seat on its executive committee. 
He's also the chairman of Qatar-
based broadcaster beIN Media 
Group, which holds Champions 
League rights for large areas of 
the world.

IPL 2021, MI VS DC, PREVIEW

MI, DC Look To 
Outsmart Each Other  
In Battle Of Equals

Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: A battle royale is in the 
offing as heavyweights Mumbai 
Indians and Delhi Capitals cross 
swords, looking to outsmart each 
other in the IPL here on Tuesday.

Up against a resurgent side, de-
fending champions MI will need 
to address their middle-order 
woes if they are to go for a third 
consecutive win.

While Delhi come into the 
match after beating Punjab Kings 
by six wickets at the Wankhede 
Stadium, Mumbai have recorded 
back-to-back victories by defending 
low totals, something a formidable 
opponents like DC may not offer.

Mumbai skipper Rohit Sharma 
has got starts and he would be 
keen to convert it into a big one 
and so would be Quinton de Kock.

MI have the likes of Suryakumar 
Yadav, Ishan Kishan, Kieron Pol-
lard, Hardik Pandya and his brother 
Krunal, who can pummel any attack 
into submission on their day, but 
they are yet to fire on all cylinders.

After the last game, Rohit had 
conceded that his team "can bat a 
little better in the middle overs."

The Mumbai bowlers, led by 
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, 
have been splendid in the last two 
games when they successfully de-
fended low scores of 150 and 152 
respectively. Strike bowlers Bum-
rah (3 wickets) and New Zealand-
er Trent Boult (6 wickets) have 
been exceptional at the death.

Leg-spinner Rahul Chahar, 
whom bowling coach Shane Bond 
described as a "wicket-taking 
bowler", has grabbed seven wick-
ets in last two games.

Another important cog in the 
wheel is left-arm spinner Krunal, 
who would be itching to give his 
team breakthroughs.

Mumbai played Adam Milne in 
the previous game but consider-
ing the nature of the pitch, they 
could be tempted to bring in off-
spinner Jayant Yadav, who played 
the 2020 final against the same 
opposition.

Meanwhile, for Delhi Capitals, 
the biggest positive has been the 
form of Shikhar Dhawan, who 
is the leading scorer so far in the 
tournament with 186 runs.

Dhawan and young Prithvi 
Shaw form a lethal opening combi-
nation, but the Mumbaikar needs 
to convert his starts into big scores.

Delhi opted for Australian Steve 
Smith on Sunday but, as they are 
next playing on the slow Che-
pauk track, they might go back to 
Ajinkya Rahane, who is looking 
better suited for such tracks.

Skipper Rishabh Pant has the 
ability to take any attack to the 
cleaners. The DC team manage-
ment would be hoping that the top-
order fires in unison against the de-
fending champions, to whom they 
had lost in the final last year.

DC also possess quality all-
rounders in Marcus Stoinis and 
Lalit Yadav, who would be keen to 
play their roles well.

Their pace attack is led by 
South African Kagiso Rabada and 
Chris Woakes, and the two have 
been impressive so far. They 
have an additional option in An-
rich Notrje, who has also joined 
the squad.

Delhi played four pacers in the 
game against Punjab, but in Chen-
nai, they could play more spinners 
as the track is conducive for the 
slower bowlers.

They have options in the ex-
perienced Amit Mishra, Pravin 
Dubey and new recruit Shams 
Mulani, who can complement 
Ravichandran Ashwin.

‘Chennai Wickets Not 
Unplayable Just Slower,’ 
Says Mahela Jayawardene
Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: The wickets in Chen-
nai are not unplayable but chal-
lenging being on slower side, 
insisted Mumbai Indians head 
coach Mahela Jayawardene as 
teams batting first have domi-
nated the matches played at the 
Chepauk stadium, so far.

Out of six matches played here, 
thrice teams managed 150-plus 
score and five times the team that 
has batted first won the match.

The match between Royal 
Challengers Bangalore and Raj-
asthan Royals was a high-scor-
ing affair on Sunday when Virat 
Kohli-led side posted 204 for four 
to win the match by 38 runs.

"They are not unplayable wick-
ets. They are good, competitive 
wickets. And adapting to challeng-
es is always the key for any bats-
men or any team. We have been 
consistent with that approach, it is 
challenging, but our bowlers have 
adapted pretty well," Jayawardene 
said ahead of the team's game 
against Delhi Capitals.

The 43-year-old former Sri 
Lanka batsman also said all-
rounder Hardik Pandya has not 
yet bowled this season due to the 
niggle he picked up during the 
ODI series against England.

"We were looking forward for 
him to be bowling this season but 
after those matches against Eng-
land, the last ODI, I believe he picked 
up niggle, so that is something that 
we are nursing at the moment."

Jayawardene however exuded con-
fidence that the team would be able to 
use Hardik's services as a bowler.

"We don't want to risk it, be-
cause it is important that we make 

sure that he (Hardik) is in a posi-
tion to comfortably come in and 
bowl. So hopefully in the next few 
weeks, with a bit of work and all 
that, we might see him bowling.

"It is not that we are deliberately 
trying to not bowl him, we would 
love to have him bowling, but as 
soon as the niggle is off and he is 
comfortable, we should be able to 
use that asset as well," he said.

But all-rounder Hardik Pandya 
effected key run-outs in the field 
for MI and the head coach attrib-
uted it to him being agile.

"We have always used Hardik 
on the boundary line because of his 
speed and he has a good throwing 
arm and his catching ability. Last 
few games, because he has a niggle 
in the shoulder, we kept (him) in 30 
yards and he has proved the value 
of that by picking up a few runs-
outs, because he is agile."

Rahul Chahar has picked seven 
wickets in the last two games and 
the head coach acknowledged 
the improvement the young leg-
spinner has shown every year.

"When we started playing him 
(Chahar), I believe it was the 2019 
season, where he had a break-
through season. Even in the UAE in 
the last season, he bowled well but 
he had his ups and downs, he wasn't 
consistent in execution, but every 
year we see improvement in Rahul.

"He is still a young player and he 
is also learning, he gets challenged 
by different oppositions, some top-
class players, it is constant learning 
for Rahul, but very happy the way 
he has come out and he is one of 
our leaders in that bowling group, 
specially in that spin department 
with Krunal (Pandya), the Sri Lank-
an veteran said.

India Badminton Open 
Postponed Due To Surge 
In COVID-19 Cases
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The India Open 
Super 500 tournament, one of 
the last three qualifying events 
for the Tokyo Olympics, was on 
Monday postponed due to rag-
ing COVID-19 pandemic in the 
country.

The USD 400,000 India Open 
was scheduled to be held behind 
closed doors in the national capi-
tal from May 11 to 16.

"Considering the current chal-
lenges, BAI is left with no option 
but to announce the postpone-
ment of the tournament for the 
time being," Badminton Associa-
tion of India (BAI) general secre-
tary Ajay Singhania said at a vir-
tual press conference.

"Several rounds of discussions 
were held with BWF as well as 
the Delhi government and other 
stakeholders and accessing the 
safety of players and officials BAI 
needed to take this decision."

India have reported 2,73,810 
new positive cases in the last 
24 hours, the highest single-day 
surge taking the country's case-
load past the 1.5 crore mark. As 
many as 1,619 people have suc-

cumbed to the disease in the last 
24 hours.

Delhi has emerged as the 
worst hit city with 25,462 cases 
reported on Sunday.

Given the grave situation, Del-
hi CM Arvind Kejriwal on Monday 
announced a six-day lockdown 
starting tonight till next Monday.

With COVID-19 cases rising, 
many top players, including Olym-
pic champion Carolina Marin, 
former world champion Ratcha-
nok Intanon and Denmark's duo 
of Anders Antonsen and Rasmus 
Gemke had withdrawn from the 
Olympic ranking event.

"We had an entry of 228 play-
ers and close to 300 peoples 
gathering including coaches, 
support staff and officials and the 
circumstances are such that the 
2021 edition of Yonex-Sunrise 
India Open seems for now a very 
risky affair," Singhania said.

The last edition of the India 
Open too was cancelled after 
it was initially postponed from 
March to December.

Syed Modi Super 300 event, 
which was slated for November 
17 to 22, was also cancelled in the 
revised calendar.

Tottenham Sack Manager Jose Mourinho After 17 Months In-Charge
Agencies

LONDON: Tottenham fired Jose 
Mourinho on Monday after only 
17 months in charge, and just as he 
was preparing to coach the club in 
the League Cup final.

Mourinho was hired in November 
2019 to replace Mauricio Pochettino, 
who unexpectedly led the London 
club to the Champions League final 
before the team collapsed the fol-
lowing season.

Mourinho failed to get Tottenham 
back into the Champions League and 
has overseen another collapse this 
season. The team was in first place in 
December but a run of poor results 
has seen it fall to seventh place.

Jose and his coaching staff have 
been with us through some of our 

most challenging times as a club," Tot-
tenham chairman Daniel Levy said.

"Jose is a true professional who 
showed enormous resilience during 
the pandemic. On a personal level I 
have enjoyed working with him and 
regret that things have not worked 
out as we both had envisaged. He 

will always be welcome here and 
we should like to thank him and his 
coaching staff for their contribution.

Mourinho's exits comes two days 
before a Premier League game against 
Southampton and with the League 
Cup final on Sunday against Manches-
ter City. Tottenham, which hasn't won 

a trophy since the 2008 League Cup, 
said youth coach Ryan Mason had 
been put in charge of training.

It is Mourinho's shortest spell at a 
club since breaking into the big time 
with Porto in 2004.

Disgruntlement over his tactics and 
methods have resurfaced in recent 
months, with Tottenham slipping out 
of the Champions League places and 
getting eliminated from the Europa 
League in the round of 16 after a sur-
prising 3-0 loss at Dinamo Zagreb.

Tottenham is five points behind 
fourth-place West Ham, which oc-
cupies the final Champions League 
qualification place. The club has won 
only one of its last five games.

The two teams above Tottenham 
Chelsea and Liverpool have games 
in hand.

As COVID Cases Rise, NRAI Requests 
Government To Vaccinate Athletes Soon
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) has 
requested the government to vac-
cinate its Olympic-bound shooters 
at the earliest, taking into account 
the unprecedented spike in CO-
VID-19 cases.

As per the data updated by the 
union health ministry, India reported 
2,73,810 new positive cases in the 
last 24 hours, the highest single-day 
surge taking the country's caseload 
past the 1.5 crore mark.

As many as 1,619 people succumbed 
to the disease in the last 24 hours.

Considering the grim situation, 
the NRAI is keen that its athletes are 

vaccinated soon.
"The federation has been insisting 

on the athletes getting vaccinated as 
soon as possible. It has again requested 
the government to vaccinate its shoot-
ers," a source close to the NRAI said.

"We understand that it is a person-
al choice but if the government takes 
the lead and is able to convince the 
athletes, they will probably come for-
ward and get the jabs. With cases ris-
ing at such a fast rate, there is no other 
way around at this time," he added.

The NRAI stepped up its call for 
vaccination after three of its Olym-
pic-bound shooters contracted the 
highly contagious virus recently, 
forcing the federation to cancel the 
national camp for the rifle team that 

was to start in the national capital 
from Tuesday. It is instead arranging 
for a training-cum-competition trip 
abroad, including participation in the 
European Championships.

The NRAI had announced a 
15-member Indian shooting contin-
gent for the upcoming Tokyo Games 
in the first week of this month.

Keeping the threat posed by 
the COVID-19 in mind, two reserve 
shooters for each event have been 
picked alongside the main team. 
They will be trained on par with the 
Olympic-bound shooters and will be 
kept on standby for the Tokyo Games.

Last month, India finished with 30 
medals including 15 gold in the ISSF 
World Cup in Delhi.
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India Witnesses 2.73 Lakh 
Covid Cases In A Day
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: India's total tally of Co-
vid cases crossed 1.5 crore with a re-
cord single-day rise of 2,73,810 new 
coronavirus infections, while the 
active cases surpassed the 19-lakh 
mark, according to the Union Health 
Ministry data updated on Monday.

The total tally of Covid cases 
mounted to 1,50,61,919 and the 
death toll increased to 1,78,769 with 
a record 1,619 daily new fatalities, 
the data updated at 8 am showed.

Registering a steady increase for 
the 40th day in a row, the active 

cases have increased to 19,29,329 
comprising 12.81 per cent of the 
total infections, while the national 
Covid recovery rate has dropped to 
86 per cent.

The number of people who 
have recuperated from the disease 
surged to 1,29,53,821, while the case 
fatality rate has further dropped to 
1.19 per cent, the data stated.

According to the ICMR, 
26,78,94,549 samples have been 
tested up to April 18 with 13,56,133 
samples being tested on Sunday.

The 1,619 new fatalities include 
503 from Maharashtra, 170 from 

Chhattisgarh, 161 from Delhi, 127 
from Uttar Pradesh, 110 from Gu-
jarat, 81 from Karnataka, 68 from 
Punjab, 66 from  Madhya Pradesh, 
50 from Jharkhand, 42 each from 
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu, 29 from 
Haryana, 28 from West Bengal and 
25 from Kerala.

A total of 1,78,769 deaths have 
been reported so far in the country, 
including 60,473 from Maharash-
tra, 13,351 from Karnataka, 13,113 
from Tamil Nadu, 12,121 from Delhi, 
10,568 from West Bengal, 9,830 from 
Uttar Pradesh, 7,902 from Punjab 
and 7,410 from Andhra Pradesh. PTI

Second Covid Wave In Delhi Likely 
To Peak Within A Week: Experts
Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The second wave of 
coronavirus in Delhi is likely to peak 
within a week after possibly hitting 
a positivity rate of 50 per cent before 
the numbers start to go down, senior 
medical experts said on Monday.

Dr Jugal Kishore, the head of com-
munity medicine at Safdarjung Hos-
pital, said, "The virus spreads from 
person to person in close proximity. 
Over the last few months, people 
have been meeting each other at 
a greater pace without following 
Covid-appropriate behaviour. The 
results are before us."

Citing the findings of a serosur-
vey conducted in February, he said 
around 50 per cent of Delhi's popu-
lation has already been exposed 
to coronavirus, and there are "very 
few" cases of re-infection.

According to the fifth serosurvey, 
conducted between January 15 and 
January 23, around 56 per cent of 
Delhi's population have developed 
antibodies against the virus.

"Even if we say only 40 per cent of 
people have been affected so far...Del-
hi may achieve herd immunity if 30-
35 percent of the remaining popula-
tion is exposed to the virus," he said.

When a large part of the popu-
lation develops antibodies and be-
comes immune to the virus, the 
chain of transmission is broken, and 
this is called herd immunity.

Dr Kishore said Delhi is "likely 
to hit the peak of the second wave 
within a week", considering the ex-
ponential increase in cases.

Dr Yudhvir Singh, Assistant Profes-
sor of critical care at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, said this Co-
vid wave is nearing peak in Delhi and 
the next week is going to be crucial.

"The positivity rate may as well 
touch the 50 per cent mark," he said.

Cases will start receding by April-
end and the situation will be com-
paratively better by the second week 
of May, Mr Singh, who is a member 
of the "COVID Clinical Management 

Team" at AIIMS, said.
Asked about the reasons behind 

such a high number of cases in Delhi 
this time, Dr Singh said people let 
their guard down and didn't take 
proper precautions at a time when 
it is likely that the second wave was 
being fuelled by the highly infectious 
"double mutant" strain of the virus.

"Entire families are turning out to 
be positive. Ninety per cent of the 
people threw caution to the wind ... 
didn't follow Covid-appropriate be-
haviour," he added.

Another reason is that a large 
number of non-Delhi residents have 
been coming to the national capital 
for treatment. They comprise some 
30 per cent of all Covid patients ad-
mitted in hospitals here, he said.

He said the virus will evolve with 
time and "may become weak or 
strong. Anything is possible".

Most viruses tend to become less 
deadly after mutations, he added. 
The number of people getting vac-
cinated in the coming months will 
also determine how severe the situ-
ation will be, he said.

Dr NK Ganguly, the former head 
of the Indian Council of Medical 
Research, however, said the capital 
might have "hit the peak already" of 
this wave of coronavirus.

"The cases will start coming down 
next week. Similar trends (positivity 
rate and death rate) were witnessed 

in the US when it was grappling with 
a second wave of Covid-19," he said.

Dr Ganguly said several super-
spreader events, including the 
Kumbh, farmers' protests, weddings 
and election rallies, led to the pres-
ent situation in Delhi and elsewhere.

The mutant virus is attacking 
children and younger populations in 
larger numbers, he said.

Delhi recorded over 25,500 cases 
on Sunday, the highest single-day 
tally since the pandemic began rav-
aging countries.

The city has registered 1,46,934 
cases in the last 10 days. The positivity 
rate has shot up from 7.79 percent on 
April 9 to 29.74 per cent on April 18.

Meanwhile, hours after a weekend 
curfew ended Monday morning, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced 
a six-day lockdown, till 5 am on April 
26, in a bid to contain the spread of 
the virus. He said Delhi's health sys-
tem is under stress although it has not 
collapsed yet, "despite around 25,000 
cases coming up every day".

Hospitals in the city are grappling 
with shortage of oxygen supply and 
crucial drugs.

On Sunday, the Chief Minister 
said less than 100 ICU beds were 
available for coronavirus patients 
in the city, even as the government 
explored options to set up Covid 
hospitals in schools and Covid care 
shelters in gated housing societies.

Centre To Provide Fresh 
Insurance Cover To 
"COVID-19 Warriors"
Agenceis

NEW DELHI: The Union 
Health Ministry on Monday 
announced that all claims of 
"COVID warriors" under the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Package will be settled till 

April 24 after which a fresh 
insurance policy for them will 
become effective.

In a tweet, the ministry said 
that a new dispensation will be 
provided to cover the "corona 
warriors". For this, the min-
istry is in talks with the New 
India Assurance, it said.

"Two hundred and eight 
seven claims have been paid 
by the insurance company so 
far. The scheme has played a 
crucial psychological role in 
boosting the morale of the 
health workers fighting CO-
VID-19," the ministry said in a 

statement.
"The Pradhan Mantri Garib 

Kalyan Package (PMGKP) in-
surance policy claims of CO-
VID warriors will continue to 
be settled till 24th April, 2021, 
thereafter a fresh insurance 
policy for COVID warriors will 

become effective," it said.
The PMGKP was announced 

on March last year, and was ex-
tended thrice till April 24, the 
ministry said.

It was launched to provide a 
safety net to the health work-
ers to ensure that in case of 
any adversity due to COVID-19, 
their families are taken care of.

Insurance cover of ₹ 50 
lakhs is provided under the 
PMKGP scheme.

This has provided a safety 
net to the dependents of the 
coronavirus warriors who lost 
their lives to the disease.

Allocation Of Remdesivir 
Has To Be Need-Based: 
Bombay High Court
Agenceis

MUMBAI: The Nagpur bench 
of the Bombay High Court on 
Monday said the distribution of 
Remdesivir injections has to be 
on the basis of need and asked 
the Centre and the Maharashtra 
government what parameters 
are followed while allocating 
the drug to different states and 
districts.

A division bench of Justices 
Sunil Shukre and SM Modak 
said if Maharashtra was con-
tributing to 40 per cent of the 
COVID-19 cases in India, then 
the allocation of Remdesivir in-
jections to the state should also 
be in the same percentage.

Remdesivir is listed for use 
in serious COVID-19 patients. 
In view of a sudden spike in 
demand of the drug due to the 
surge in COVID-19 cases, the 
Centre last week banned its ex-
port till the situation improves.

"If contribution towards 
COVID-19 cases is 40 per cent 
from Maharashtra, then it is 
only right to say that 40 per 
cent of Remdesivir injections 
are allotted to this state. The al-
location has to be need-based 
and not on any other factors 
that are not relevant," Justice 
Shukre said.

The court directed the Union 
and the state governments to 
file their affidavits by April 21, 
pointing out the parameters 
followed for the regulation and 
distribution of Remdesivir vials.

The court was hearing a bunch 
of petitions on the issue of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, lack of facil-
ities in hospitals and the hurdles 
being faced by the public.

The court also pulled up the 
Maharashtra government for 
"disparity and arbitrariness" 
while allotting vials of Rem-
desivir to different districts in 
the state.

Advocate Tushar Mandlekar, 
appearing for a petitioner, in-
formed the High Court that the 
allocation of Remdesivir vials 
to Nagpur was less than what 
was allocated to Thane.

"There appears to be a dis-
parity and some arbitrariness 
in the distribution of Remde-
sivir vials to Nagpur district. 
The vials are not being released 
in proportion to the require-
ment," the court said.

The bench further said it did 
not understand the logic behind 
allotting over 5,000 vials of Rem-
desivir for around 2,000 beds in 
Thane, but allotting only about 
3,000 vials of the drug for over 
8,000 COVID-19 beds in Nagpur.

It noted that on April 13 
and April 18, not a single vial 
of Remdesivir was allotted to 
Nagpur and on April 17, only 
500 vials were allotted.

"This has severely affected 
the administration of health 
care to COVID-19 patients in 
Nagpur. The possibility of mor-
tality because of lack of Rem-
desivir cannot be ruled out. It 
is the solemn duty of the state 
government to save and pre-
serve each precious life," the 
court said.

The bench said the issue 
needs to be resolved on a "war-
footing", and directed the Ma-
harashtra government to im-
mediately release 10,000 vials 
of Remdesivir by Monday night 
to Nagpur district.

"The COVID-19 scenario in 
Nagpur has turned to its worst. 
So much so that there are no 
beds available, no life sav-
ing measures available, lack 
of oxygen and also the dearth 
of medical and para-medical 
staff," it said.

"The spike in COVID-19 cases 
in Nagpur is steep and the situ-
ation was not so bad even in 
the first phase of the pandemic 
last year," the court observed.

Taking note of several CO-
VID-19 patients waiting out-
side hospitals in Nagpur for 
admission, the High Court 
directed the district collec-
tor and the Nagpur Municipal 
Corporation's commissioner 
to set up temporary pandals 
outside those hospitals with 
drinking water facilities for 
such patients.

British PM Boris 
Johnson Not To Visit India 
In View Of Pandemic

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson will not 
visit India next week in view 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said on Monday.

MEA spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi said the decision was 
taken as per mutual agreement 
by both sides.

"In view of the prevailing 
Covid situation, it has been 
decided by mutual agreement 
that the prime minister of the 
United Kingdom will not visit 

India next week," he said.
Bagchi said the two sides 

will be holding a virtual meet-
ing in the coming days to 
launch plans for a transformed 
India-UK relationship.

"Both leaders attach the high-
est importance to taking the 
India-UK partnership to its fullest 
potential and propose to remain 
in close touch in this regard and 
look forward to an in-person 
meeting later in the year," he said.

Earlier this year, Johnson 
cancelled a visit to India in 
view of surge in coronavirus 
cases in the UK.

Mamata Tells EC With 
‘Folded Hands’ To Hold Last 
3 Poll Phases On Single Day

Agenceis

KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday urged the Election 
Commission to reconsider its 
decision to stick to the original 
poll schedule, as she stressed 
that wrapping up the last three 
phases of polls on a single day 
or at least in two days would 
check the spread of COVID-19 
to a certain extent.

Indicating that the EC may 
have decided against clubbing 
the remaining phases at the be-
hest of the BJP, Banerjee, while 
addressing a rally in Uttar Dina-
jpur, requested the poll panel 
to prioritise public health.

“With folded hands, I re-
quest the EC to hold the next 
three phases on a single day. If 

not one day, conduct it in two 
days and save one day. Please 
don’t take your decision based 
on what the BJP says... Please 
ensure that you protect public 
health by curtailing the poll 
schedule, even if it is by one 
day,” the TMC supremo said.

Banerjee further said that 
she and other leaders of her 
party would not hold any rally 
in congested areas.

Banerjee lambasted the Na-
rendra Modi government for 
“not taking adequate measures 
in the past six months to avert 
vaccine crisis”.

Calling the BJP a party of 
“rioters and warmongers”, she 
told people gathered at the ral-
ly, “Don’t allow them (saffron 
party leaders) to turn Bengal 
into Gujarat.”

Domino's India hacked? Credit card data of 10 lakh users on 'sale' for Rs 4 crore
Agenceis

NEW DELHI: In what could add to latest string 
of cyber breaches at India-based entities, a cyber 
security researcher on Sunday claimed that credit 
card details of nearly 10-lakh people who pur-
chased online on Domino's Pizza India is allegedly 
being sold for over Rs 4 crore on the Dark Web.

According to Alon Gal, CTO of security firm 
Hudson Rock, a threat actor has claimed to have 
hacked Domino's India database worth 13TB.

The threat actor is looking for around 
$550,000 (approximately Rs 4 crore) for the 
database and saying they have plans to build 
a search portal to enable querying the data, 
Gal claimed.

"Information includes 180,000,000 order 
details containing names, phone numbers, 
emails, addresses, payment details and 
a whopping 1,000,000 credit cards," Gal 
claimed in a tweet.

"Plenty of large-scale Indian breaches 

lately, this is worrying," he added.
Domino's India was yet to react to Gal's 

tweet. Independent cyber security researcher 

Rajshekhar Rajaharia told IANS that he had alert-
ed about this possible hack to the CERT-in (In-
dia's national cyber defence agency) on March 5.

"I had alerted CERT-in about a possible 
Domino's Pizza India hack where the threat 
actor got data access with details like 200 
million orders and personal data of the users 
too. The hacker, however, did not provide any 
sample," Rajaharia said.

There have been a string of hacking inci-
dents involving Indian firms in the recent 
past, including Bigbasket, BuyUcoin, JusPay, 
Upstox and others. Gal earlier this month 
claimed that personal data of nearly 533 mil-
lion (53.3 crore) Facebook users, including 
61 lakh Indians, were leaked online after a 
hacker posted the details on a digital forum.

he leaked data included Facebook ID numbers, 
profile names, email addresses, location informa-
tion, gender details, job data, and other details.

Facebook said the data was old.
"This is old data that was previously reported 

on in 2019. We found and fixed this issue in Au-
gust 2019," a Facebook spokesperson had said in 
a statement.

Sena MLA Says He Wants 
To Stuff Coronavirus 
In Fadnavis' Mouth

Press Trust of India

Buldhana: Amid a row over 
Remdesivir supply in Maha-
rashtra, Shiv Sena MLA Sanjay 
Gaikwad has said he wishes he 
could "stuff coronavirus in the 
mouth" of BJP leader Devendra 
Fadnavis, sparking protests by 
the opposition.

The Shiv Sena which leads 
the three-party ruling alliance 
in the state is targeting the for-
mer chief minister for object-
ing to Mumbai police grilling a 
pharma company's director over 
stocking thousands of vials of 
Remdesivir, in high demand for 
treating coronavirus patients.

"Had I found coronavirus, I 

would have stuffed it in the mouth 
of Fadnavis," Gaikwad said.

Talking to reporters on Satur-
day, Gaikwad, an MLA from Buld-
hana, asked what would Fadna-
vis have done if he was the chief 
minister during the pandemic.

Instead of supporting state 
ministers, BJP leaders are mock-
ing them and want the state 
government to fail, he said.

The Centre asked Remdesivir 
manufacturing companies in 
Maharashtra not to supply the 
drug to the state, he claimed.

Following Gaikwad's re-
marks, BJP workers staged pro-
tests against him in Buldhana 
on Sunday and burnt the MLA's 
effigy. PTI

OUTPOST


