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Writing is an act 
of faith, not a trick 

of grammar
—E. B White

Widom

Cop Caught
Red-Handed With Bribe
SRINAGAR: The Anti Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) on Thursday ar-
rested a policeman from central 
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district for 
demanding bribe from the fami-
lies over a marital dispute.
ACB received a complaint through 
WhatsApp helpline from a man 
alleging that a Gulzar Ahmad, a 
head constable   More On P2

Highway To Remain 
Closed Today
SRINAGAR: Jammu-Srinagar high-
way, the only road link connecting 
Kashmir Valley with the outside 
world, shall remain closed on 
Friday for weekly repairs, officials 
said on Thursday.
 “On 02-04-2021, no vehicular 
movement shall be allowed from 
either side on Jammu-Srinagar 
highway between Udhampur and 
Jawahar Tunnel in  More On P2

NIT Closed, Students
Told To Vacate Hostels
SRINAGAR: National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Srinagar has de-
cided to stop offline classes from 
Friday till further orders in view of 
spike in Covid positive cases.
“In view of the increasing COVID 
- 19 cases, the students and the 
staff entering in the institute are 
hereby informed to follow the 
already notified SOPs strictly and 
in letter and spirit.  More On P2

2 More Boys Go
Missing In Kulgam
SRINAGAR: At least two more 
boys have gone missing from their 
residential places in south Kash-
mir’s Kulgam district, thus taking 
the toll of missing kids to three in 
the district. 10-year-old Roshan 
Din and 13-year-old Suhail Ahmad 
Mir, both residents of Nandimarg 
have gone missing from different 
places of Kulgam, an official said 
Thursday.   More On P2

Rape Accused
Held After 3 Year Hunt
JAMMU: A 21-year-old man was 
arrested on charges of rape after 
a three year hunt in Reasi district 
of Jammu and Kashmir on Thurs-
day, police said. Qayoom Hussain 
was booked under provisions of 
the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, In-
fant Marriage Reservation Act and 
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) in 2018 
on the complaint of the victim at 
Mahore  More On P2
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HC SEEKS DETAILS ON ACTION TAKEN TO 
NULLIFY ‘FAKE GIFT DEEDS’ IN PAHALGAM

AUTISM DAY: EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO KNOW
In This age of Computers and technology, 
where every moment we glance at screens the 
problems of social communication and problems 
in responding to the stimuli in one’s environment 
has come to forefront. Even though, we keep on... 

 Jammu and Kashmir high court has asked Revenue 
Department and the Pahalgam Development Authority 
to inform as to what action they have taken to get the... 

Traffic Police City Srinagar Thursday issued a traffic advisory 
in connection with the Tulip Festival.A spokesperson of 
Traffic Police said that in connection with the Tulip festival... 

5CITY STATE3 7

TULIP FESTIVAL: TRAFFIC POLICE CITY 
ISSUES ADVISORY
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Militants Attack BJP 
Leader’s House In 
Srinagar, Cop Killed

Veil And Voice 
Used In Attack: IGP
SAYS 2 OF FOUR LASHKAR 
MILITANTS IDENTIFIED

3-Day Wet 
Spell Likely In J&K 
From Monday
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: The meteorological 
department on Thursday pre-
dicted three day wet spell across 
Jammu and Kashmir from April 
5during which most places in 
the Union Territory will receive 
widespread rains.

In a statement issued here, 
a meteorological department 
spokesperson said that fairly 
widespread rains were expected 
on April 4while there would be 
widespread wide spread rains, 
with possibility of 76-100%, for 
three days  More On P2

ED Charges 
Baramulla Resident 
In PMLA Case
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Thursday said 
it has filed a chargesheet against 
a Jammu Kashmir-resident in a 
money laundering case linked to 
a militant-funding case of 2006.

It said in a statement that 
the prosecution complaint 
(chargesheet) has been filed 
against Aijaz Hussain Khwaja, a 
resident of Baramulla district of 
the Union Territory,  More On P2

No Trade With India Until 
August 2019 Move Reversed: Pak

J&K Govt Allots 62 Acre Land 
To Hindu Board For Temple

20 Youth Held 
Over Badamwari 
Ruckus: Police
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Police on Thursday 
claimed to have arrested twenty youth 
involved in ruckus at a tourism de-
partment-organised musical event in 
Badamwari area of the city on Sunday.

According to a police spokesper-
son, a group of miscreants created 
ruckus on the stage when the de-
mand of a song from a boy among 
the audience was not fulfilled im-
mediately by the performing art-
ists. He said that the musical event 
witnessed huge gathering of people 
including very large number of 
women and children.

Police, he said used maximum re-
straint to restore order as the use of 
any kind of force would have created 
a stampede like situation at the venue.

He further said that a case FIR No 
11/2021 was registered at the police 
station Rainawari and during inves-
tigation  More On P2

41 Students, Six 
Staff Members 
Test Positive

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Suspected mili-
tants on Thursday carried 
out an audacious daylight 
attack on a Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader’s house in 
Nowgam area of the city here 
killing his security guard be-
fore fleeing from the scene 
with his service rifle.

Around 11:30 am Thursday, 
a group of armed militants ap-
peared outside the residence 
of BJP leader Anwar Khan in 
Aribagh locality of Nowgam 
and opened fire upon the sen-
try as soon as he opened the 

gate, an official said.
In the attack, they said, the 

security guard Rameez Raja 

was critically injured, while 
the militants managed to 
make a quick  More On P2

The militant attack on the home of a BJP leader 
in Nowgam area on Thursday that left his police 
guard dead was carried out by four Lashkar-e-Tai-

ba (LeT) militants, a senior police officer said, asserting 
the attackers would be killed soon. Kashmir Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Vijay Kumar said two of the four 
have been identified, and they are from Srinagar city. 
Kumar said one of the four militants  More On P2

ON 1ST DAY OF FINANCIAL YEAR

LG Okays 50% 
Release Of Revenue, 
Capital Outlay

Press Trust of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Thursday approved release 
of 50 per cent of revenue and 
capital outlay on the first day 
of new financial year, an offi-
cial spokesman said.

The timely release of rev-
enue and capital component 
is expected to accelerate pace 
of development in the Union 
Territory, the spokesman said.

Parliament recently 

approved the highest ever 
budget of Rs 1,08,621 crore 
consisting of capital outlay 
of Rs 39,817 crore and reve-
nue component of Rs 68,804 
crore for the Union Territory.

While authorizing the rev-
enue and capital outlay, the 
government issued strict di-
rections for timely comple-
tion of tendering process 
before end of May to ensure 
that there are no constraints 
due to limited working sea-
son in J&K,  More On P2

Press Trust Of India

ISLAMABAD: In a volte-face, Pakistan's 
Cabinet on Thursday rejected the pro-
posal of a high-powered committee to 
import cotton and sugar from India, 
with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi asserting that there can be no 
normalisation of ties until New Delhi 
reverses its decision to revoke the spe-
cial status of Jammu and Kashmir.

The somersault came a day af-
ter the Economic Coordination 
Committee (ECC) under newly ap-
pointed Finance Minister Hammad 
Azhar on Wednesday decided to buy 
the two key items from India, lifting a 

nearly two-year long ban on their im-
port from the neighbouring country.

Qureshi said the issue of import of 
cotton and sugar from India was dis-
cussed during the Cabinet meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister Imran Khan.

"An impression is  More On P2

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration on Thursday approved 
a proposal to allot nearly 25 hectares 
of land on lease basis for a period of 
40 years to the Tirumala Tirupathi 
Devasthanams (TTD) to build a temple 
and its allied infrastructures in the 
union territory.

The proposal was approved by the 

Administrative Council (AC), which met 
under the chairmanship of Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha earlier in the day.

An official spokesperson said the 
leased nearly 25 hectares of land will 
also have a pilgrim amenities complex, 
a 'vedapatasala', a spiritual/meditation 
centre, an office, residential quarters 
and a parking area. In future, it will 
also have medical and educational fa-
cilities, he said.  More On P2

416 Test Corona Positive As 
Cases Shoot Up In J&K
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus cases con-
tinue to show an upward trend in 
Jammu and Kashmir as 461 more 
people tested Covid-19 positive on 
Thursday, while the deadly infection 
claimed four more lives in the Union 
Territory during the last 24 hours.

Among the fresh cases, officials said, 
Jammu division reported 100 cases 
and Kashmir 361, taking the overall 
infection count in J&K to 131421.

Also, four more persons died 
due to the virus, one 
from Jammu division 
and three from Kashmir 
Valley, taking the to-
tal toll to1998—737 in 

Jammu region and 1262 in Kashmir.
This is for the first time that 400-

mark was breached in a single day 
this year. Also, it was for the seven-
teenth consecutive day that more 
than 100 cases were reported on 
a single day in J&K. In all, nearly 
around 3600 cases were added to 
the tally during the time, they said.

Providing district wise details, 
the officials said that Srinagar re-
ported 157, Baramulla 76, Budgam 
26, Pulwama 10, Kupwara 10, 

Anantnag 19, Bandipora 5, 
Ganderbal 6, Kulgam 49, 

Shopian 3, Jammu 61, 
Udhampur 4, Rajouri 
4, Doda 1, Kathua 21, 

Samba 6  More On P2

At least 41 students and six staff members of 
different government and private schools 
tested positive for coronavirus in Kashmir on 

Monday. At least 44 individuals of three educational 
establishments tested COVID-19  More On P2
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Militants Attack
exit from the spot after fleeing with the rifle 

of policeman, who lied on the ground in a pool 
of blood.

He further said that the injured cop was re-
moved to the SMHS hospital here, where the 
doctors pronounced him dead on arrival.

The official said Ahmad -- who is the BJP’s 
district general secretary for Baramulla and 
incharge for Kupwara district -- was away in 
Jammu at the time of the attack.

Soon after the attack, a heavy posse of po-
lice and CRPF personnel cordoned off the area 
and launched a manhunt to nab the assailants. 
Senior police officials, including Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Kashmir Vijay Kumar 
also visited the area to assess the situation.

“Police has registered a case in this regard 
under relevant sections of law and officers con-
tinue to work to establish the full circumstanc-
es of this crime,” a police spokesperson said.

Pertinently, militants on Monday carried out 
an attack in Sopore town of Baramulla district 
killing a BJP councillor and an SPO and injuring 
another councillor, who died at the Srinagar’s 
SMHS hospital on Tuesday.

Today’s attack also comes amid Senior 
Superintendent of police (SSP) Srinagar 
Sandeep Chaudhary’s direction to the secu-
rity guards of protected persons to stick to the 
standing operation procedures (SOPs) and re-
main alert round the clock

“SSP Srinagar emphasised that more CCTV 
cameras and centralised surveillance of such 
guards is being enhanced to ensure safety of 
protected persons. Men deployed on guards 
were briefed to stick to SOPs very strictly and 
remain alert round the clock,” a police spokes-
person said Wednesday.

3-Day Wet
from ensuing Monday.
Deputy Director, Meteorological Office, Dr 

Mukhtar Ahmad said that the wet spell was 
expected to begin from evening of April 4.“The 
main activity is for three days, April 5, 6, and 
7,” he said

For next 24 hours, the weatherman has 
forecast “mainly dry weather over Jammu and 
Kashmir with thunder development at one or 
two places towards evening.”

Meanwhile, mercury settled at 4.2 degree 
Celsius against previous night’s 6.6 degree 
Celsius in Srinagar, the summer capital of J&K, 
a MeT department official said.

 The temperature was below minus 2.2 de-
gree Celsius in Srinagar for this time of the 
year, the official said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 3.0 degree 
Celsius against 6.5 degree Celsius on the previ-
ous night, he said.

Pahalgam, the famous resort in south 
Kashmir, recorded minimum of minus 0.1 de-
gree Celsius against 1.7 degree Celsius on the 
earlier night, he said.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded 
a low of 6.4 degree Celsius against previous 
night’s 6.7 degree Celsius, the official said.

The minimum temperature settled at 2.0 
degree Celsius in Kupwara against 4.5 degree 
Celsius on the previous night, the official said.

Gulmarg, the world famous skiing resort in 
north Kashmir’s Baramulla district, recorded 
a minimum temperature of minus 0.4 degree 
Celsius against minus 1.0 degree Celsius on the 
previous night and received 0.2mm of rain in 
last 24 hours till 0830 hours today.

The temperature was above 1.2 degree 
Celsius normal for the place during this time of 
the year, the official added. (With GNS inputs)

Veil And Voice
was wearing a ‘Burqa’ (veil) and imitated a 

woman’s voice while asking the guard at the 
residence of the BJP leader Anwar Ahmad to 
open the main door.

“There was one sentry on the main door and 
two cops in the guard room. As is clear from the 

CCTV footage, one militant wearing a ‘Burqa’ 
knocked on the main door and asked, imitating 
a woman’s voice, for opening it,” the IGP told 
reporters on the sidelines of a wreath-laying 
ceremony of the slain cop -- Rameez Raja -- at 
the Police Control Room here.

Kumar said when the sentry opened the 
door, two other militants fired indiscriminately 
on him and the fourth one decamped with his 
rifle.

“The militants came and fired indiscrimi-
nately, resulting in the on-spot death of the 
jawan,” he said.

The IGP said two militants out of the four 
have been identified.

“Initially, we thought the one wearing a 
‘Burqa’ was a lady, but when we analysed the 
CCTV footage closely, we found that it was not 
a lady, but a male and a militant. Two out of the 
four have been identified and are from Srinagar 
city.

“They belong to the LeT outfit. One of them 
is Shahid Khurshid Dar. He is from Chanapora 
and is a categorized militant. The other is Obaid 
Shafi Dar. They both joined the LeT last year 
along with four others,” he said.

“We will neutralise them soon after generat-
ing pinpoint intelligence,” the IGP added.

He said security forces have been conducting 
several operations in the last three months, but 
“there has not been much success”.

“We will increase the (anti-militancy) opera-
tions and strengthen the intelligence gathering 
and will soon neutralise them,” Kumar said. 
(PTI)

ED Charges
under various sections of the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
According to the central probe agency, 

Khawaja was apprehended by the Special Cell 
of Delhi Police in 2006 with a bag containing 
2.05 kg RDX and Rs 49 lakh in cash.

“He was sentenced for seven years under 
sections of the Explosive Substances Act along 
with Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. The 
seized amount was also confiscated by the trial 
court,” it said.

The ED said its probe found that the “accused 
was involved in illegal activities related to mili-
tant funding in Jammu and Kashmir.”

“Out of such illegal activities, he had gener-
ated proceeds of crime in lakhs. During that 
period, he was in touch with Muktiar Ahmed 
Bhatt alias Ahmed (a Pakistan-based LeT oper-
ative in league with Pakistan ISI) to undertake 
financial dealings for various separatist and 
militant activities,” it said.

It had earlier attached a residential flat at 
Jangpura in New Delhi and bank balance in the 
account held by Khawaja’s wife.’

LG Okays 50% 
the spokesman said.
He said the flow of funds to the subordinate 

offices will be in online mode through BEAMS 
and all departments shall be required to sub-
mit monthly reports regarding the progress 
made by them under various components.

In order to ensure uniform pace of expen-
diture, it has been clearly stipulated that not 
more than 30 percent of the funds can be spent 
in the last quarter of the financial year and not 
more than 15 per cent of the funds can be spent 
during the last month of March, the spokesman 
said.

This is intended to avoid rush of expendi-
ture towards end of the financial year. The 
projects undertaken during the year will need 
to meet basic discipline of administrative ap-
proval, technical sanction and e-tendering, the 
spokesman said.

He said geo-tagged photographs will be 
necessary before commencement of the work 
and after completion of the work for incurring 
expenditure.

The activities will be available for public 
viewing through empowerment web-portal 
and people’s participation in the development 

process is one of the key objectives that will be 
pursued, he said.

He said the flow of funds under individual 
beneficiary schemes would be in DBT mode 
with Aadhaar seeding which will ensure that 
only eligible beneficiaries get the benefit of 
government schemes.

In a significant move, the Panchayat Level 
Plans, Block Development Plans and District 
Development Plans are expected to be ready in 
the month of May.

This will be for the first time in the history 
of J&K that Panchayats shall be fully involved 
in the formulation of plans. Suitable training 
of district officials shall be undertaken by the 
Government in this regard to enable them to 
prepare the plans in a time bound manner in 
accordance with the felt needs of people, the 
spokesman said.

He said a system of complete physical verifi-
cation is being institutionalized including third 
party verification for high value projects.

No Trade With
being created that relations with India have 

become normal and trade has been restored...,” 
Qureshi said in a video message. “On this im-
pression, the Prime Minister and the Cabinet 
had a consensus opinion that until India re-
viewed the unilateral actions of Aug 5, 2019, it 
would not be possible to normalise ties with 
India.”

Talking to reporters after the Cabinet meet-
ing, Minister for Science and Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry said that the Cabinet discussed the 
issue of ties and trade with India and decided 
that things cannot progress until India revokes 
its August 5, 2019 move on Kashmir.

“We want to cooperate with India but the 
first condition is that it should go back to pre 
August 5, 2019 position in Kashmir,” he said.

Finance Minister Azhar’s announcement on 
Wednesday to import cotton and sugar from 
India had raised hopes of a partial revival of bi-
lateral trade relations, which were suspended 
after the August 5, 2019 decision of New Delhi 
to revoke the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

India is the world’s biggest producer of cot-
ton and the second biggest sugar manufacturer.

Azhar’s decision became doubtful since af-
ternoon but officials kept mum and finally 
the first confirmation came from Minister for 
Human Rights Shireen Mazari, who is known 
for her unflinching stand on Kashmir.

“Today Cabinet stated clearly NO trade with 
India,” Mazari tweeted soon after the Cabinet 
meeting.

Mazari said that Prime Minister Khan, who 
chaired the first Cabinet meeting after test-
ing COVID-19 positive on March 20, “made (it) 
clear (that) there can be no normalisation of 
relations with India until they reverse their ac-
tions viz Kashmir of August 5, 2019.

Ahead of the Cabinet meeting, Mazari had 
said that all ECC decisions have to be approved 
by Cabinet and only then can they be seen as 
“approved” by the government.

“Just for the record - All ECC decisions have 
to be approved by Cabinet & only then they 
can be seen as “approved by govt”! So today in 
Cabinet there will be discussion on ECC deci-
sions incl trade with India & then govt deci-
sion will be taken! Media shd be aware of this 
atleast!” Mazari had tweeted.

In May 2020, Pakistan had lifted the ban on 
import of medicines and raw material of es-
sential drugs from India amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Ties between India and Pakistan nose-dived 
after a militant attack on the Pathankot Air 
Force base in 2016. Subsequent attacks, includ-
ing one on an Indian Army camp in Uri, further 
deteriorated the relationship.

The ties strained further after India’s war 
planes launched an air strike inside Pakistan on 
February 26, 2019 in response to the Pulwama 
militant attack in 2019 in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed.

India’s move to revoke the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir in August, 2019 an-
gered Pakistan, which downgraded diplomatic 
ties with India and expelled the Indian High 
Commissioner in Islamabad. Pakistan also 
snapped all air and land links with India and 
suspended trade and railway services.

J&K Govt Allots
The TTD, a board established by the Tamil 

Nadu government under the TTD Act, 1932, is a 
charitable organisation, which takes up activi-
ties in the spiritual, cultural, social, and educa-
tional sphere.

According to the spokesperson, the arrival of 
the TTD in Jammu and Kashmir could tap the 
tourism potential, particularly pilgrim tour-
ism in Jammu, which is known as the city of 
temples, and also enhance economic activities.

“Once developed, the TTD infrastructure will 
be an attraction for the pilgrims and tourists in 
addition to the Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine and 
Amarnathji Shrine,” he said.

The spokesperson said it would encourage 
tourists to stay longer in Jammu.

“The future development on the campus will 
also contribute to the economic growth of the 
region,” he said.

416 Test Corona
and Poonch 3 new cases of coronavirus.
Moreover, officials said, 114 more patients 

have recovered and were discharged from vari-
ous hospitals—36 from Jammu Division and 78 
from Kashmir Division. There are 2874 covid-19 
active cases—724 in Jammu division and 2150 
in Kashmir. 126549 people have recovered so 
far in the J&K, they added. (With GNS inputs)

41 Students
positive in central Kashmir’s Budgam dis-

trict, reports said Thursday. Officials of School 
Education Department said that it conduct 
sampling of one of the higher secondary school 
in Budgam where at least 33 students and four 
staff members were tested COVID-19 positive.

The official said that in Beerwah zone, five 
students of an orphanage school Apna Ghar 
were also tested positive for COVID-19

“In DPS Budgam, Two staff members were 
also tested Coronavirus positive,” the official 
said.

“We have asked the district administration 
to close those institutions for at least five days 
from tomorrow,” he added.

Meanwhile, authorities in Central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district also said two students of 
Sheikh ul Aalam Memorial Degree College 
Budgam also tested Covid-19 positive on 
Thursday.

Earlier, on Wednesday, at least 53 students 
and four faculty members of different schools 
in Kashmir division were tested positive 
for COVID-19 on Wednesday that prompt-
ed the authorities to close the institutions 
impermanent.

Among the 51 students that were tested 
positive for COVID-19 yesterday includes 14 
students from a Government High School 
Katsoo Srigufwara in South Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district, 36 students of Noorani 
Public School in Khull area of Damhal 
Hanjipora of Kulgam district and one stu-
dent of Government Higher Secondary School 
Kaloosa Bandipora.

Pertinently, staff and students at several 
other schools in Jammu and Kashmir were also 
tested positive for the virus previously follow-
ing the reopening of schools here.

20 Youth Held
involvement of 20 miscreants was estab-

lished, who were identified through different 
videos of the event and the miscreants have 
been arrested.

“The investigation of the case is underway,” 
the police spokesperson said.

Highway To Remain

view of maintenance/repairing of the 
road,” a traffic department official said in a 
communiqué.

Meanwhile, Mughal Road , connecting south-
ern Shopian and Ponnch districts, remained 
closed due to snow accumulation, it added.

Cop Caught
at the police station Gund was calling him 

repeatedly over his phone and demanding an 
amount of Rs2000for issuance of the true copy 
of the compromise deed he had entered into 
with his in-laws after they had filed a com-
plaint with police, an ACB spokesperson said 
Thursday. The policeman, he said, had amica-
bly solved the dispute between the couple and 
to this effect a compromise deed was executed 
between the parties on March 31.

“On receipt of the complaint, a case FIR 
No.06 of 2021 U/S 7 PC Act. 1988 IPC was reg-
istered in Police Station ACB Srinagar and in-
vestigation was taken up,” the Bureau spokes-
person said.

After filing the case, he said, a team was con-
stituted that laid a successful trap and caught 
Ahmad red handed while demanding and ac-
cepting the bribe from the complainant.

“The amount of bribe to the tune of Rs. 2,000 
was also recovered on the spot. He was ar-
rested and taken in custody by ACB team,” he 
said, adding “Further investigation of the case 
is going on,”

NIT Closed, Students
Anyone found without a mask will be fined 

and debarred from entering the institute cam-
pus,” an order issued by NIT Srinagar reads.

 It added, “Moreover it is notified that there 
will be no offline classes from 02-04 2021 till 
further orders. The B - Tech students of Batch 
2019 and M - Tech Batch 2020 are informed to 
vacate the hostels immediately and proceed to 
their respective homes.”

 The final year B - Tech and M - Tech students, 
residing in the hostels are informed to either 
vacate the hostels or stay within boundaries of 
the hostels as neither they nor the day scholars 
of the said batch will be allowed to leave or en-
ter the campus from tomorrow i.e. 2nd April, 
2021, order reads.

For any emergency the students can contact 
the concerned wardens . This is notified with 
prior approval of the competent authority, it 
said.

2 More Boys Go
Roshan, he said, went missing from Darul 

Uloom Baitul-Hilal Chawalgam on March 
28while Suhail went to school on March 31 at 
10:00 am and there are no traces about them 
since then.

The families of two minors have approached 
the Police Station Damhal Hanjipora and 
Kulgam where they have filed the missing 
report.

Accordingly, police said that a case under 
FIR number 47/2021 under section 364 IPC and 
FIR number 27/2021 under section 363 IPC has 
been registered and investigation have been 
initiated in both missing cases.

Meanwhile, the search is going on for the 
second straight day to trace a four-year-old 
boy, who went missing in Chowgam area of 
Qazigund in South Kashmir’s Kulgam district 
on Wednesday—(KNO)

Rape Accused
police station, a police spokesman said.
He said the accused evaded arrest and was 

declared an absconder by a local court. A spe-
cial police team arrested him from Reasi based 
on specific information, the spokesman added.

He said the police had already filed a 
chargesheet against the accused in the ses-
sions court in Reasi and proved the case with 
the help of scientific evidence and medical 
examination of the woman, expert opinions 
of forensic science laboratory and oral state-
ments. (PTI)

AMBANI SECURITY SCARE

NIA Searches Hotel, Club 
In Mumbai, Flat In Thane
Press Trust of India

MUMBAI: The NIA conducted 
searches at a hotel and a club 
in south Mumbai and a flat in 
neighbouring Thane on Thursday 
in connection with its probe into 
the case of an explosives-laden 
SUV found near industrialist 
Mukesh Ambani's residence 
and the murder of businessman 
Mansukh Hiran, an official said.

A team of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
reached the Soni building, 
where the hotel and the club are 
situated, around 12.45 pm.

Customers and staff members 
of the hotel were asked to vacate 
the premises, located near the 
Babulnath temple.

During the search, the NIA 
sleuths also made enquiries 
with a few people at the club 
and the hotel, the official said. 
The probe team left the place af-
ter over three hours.

Suspended Mumbai police 
officer Sachin Waze, whom the 
NIA arrested last month in con-
nection with the case, had been 
recently brought by the probe 
agency to the Babulnath area as 
part of its probe, sources said.

Another NIA team conducted 
searches at a flat in Mira Road 
area in Thane district. According 
to sources the flat was in a wom-
an's possession and was locked 
for over two weeks.

The gelatin sticks found in the 
vehicle near Ambani's house had 

been procured by Waze himself, NIA 
sources had claimed on Wednesday.

The NIA on Sunday recov-
ered a laptop, a printer, two 
hard disks, two vehicle number 
plates, two digital video record-
ers (DVRs) and two CPUs from 
the Mithi river here with the 
help of divers.

The agency is probing the al-
leged role of Waze in parking 
the explosives-laden SUV near 
Ambani's residence on February 
25 and in the murder of busi-
nessman Mansukh Hiran.

The body of Hiran, who was 
in possession of the SUV, was 
found in a creek in Mumbra 
town of neighbouring Thane 
district on March 5.

Meanwhile, a CCTV footage 

purportedly showing Waze and 
suspended police constable 
Vinayak Shinde seating inside a 
black Audi surfaced on Thursday.

The probe agencies so far have 
seized seven high-end cars used 
by Waze -- the Scorpio found 
near Ambani's residence, two 
Mercedes cars, a Prado Land 
Cruiser, a Mitsubishi Outlander, 
a Volvo, and an Innova.

The CCTV footage which the 
NIA has obtained is of March 
2 and captured at a toll plaza, 
sources claimed. The central 
agency is yet to seize the Audi, 
they added.

The same car had been ear-
lier found parked at the Mumbai 
Police Commissioner's office, 
sources said.

UP CM Attacks LDF/UDF For Not 
Bringing Legislation Against 'Love Jihad'
Press Trust of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday 
took potshots at his Kerala 
counterpart Pinarayi Vijayan 
alleging his office was involved 
in the gold smuggling scam and 
attacked the ruling CPI(M)-led 
LDF and opposition Congress-
headed UDF for not bringing in 
a legislation against 'Love Jihad'.

Addressing a series of road-
shows and BJP campaign meet-
ings in various constituencies 
for the April 6 assembly polls, 
Adityanath alleged both the 
fronts were corrupt and had "be-
trayed" the people of the state.

This was the right time to 
give a befitting reply to the 
LDF and UDF, Adityanath 
said at Kattakada in 
Thiruvananthapuram, where 
senior BJP leader P K Krishnadas, 
is the party candidate.

The two fronts, which have 
ruled the state alternatively, 
have no development agenda.
Their only agenda was to in-
dulge in corruption and come 
to power, the BJP leader alleged.

During the last six years of 
BJP-NDA rule at the Centre 22 
AIIMS were set up and sev-
eral IITs, IIMs have come up in 
various places. However, when 
Congress-led governments 
were in power for over 50 
years, only one AIIMS had been 
set up, he said.

The gold smuggling case was 
one of the most "shameful" 

incidents in India's history, 
he said earlier at Haripad, in 
Alappuzha district.

Hitting out at the LDF and 
UDF, Adityanath said both were 
not interested in implementing 
a law against 'Love Jihad' on the 
lines of the legislation brought 
in by his government.

Though the Kerala High court 
had made remarks against 
'Love Jihad' in 2009, the state 
had not done anything so far to 
check it, he alleged.

"In Uttar Pradesh, an anti-
'love-jihad' legislation has been 
implemented.Why is it not be-
ing implemented in Kerala? 
Neither the LDF nor the UDF 
seem to be keen to bring in 
the anti-love jihad law despite 
Kerala being targetted," he said.

Despite being aware that or-
ganisations like Popular Front 
of India (PFI) and its political 
wing, the Social Democratic 
Party of India (SDPI), were al-
legedly involved in illegal ac-
tivities, thus pushing the state 
into a dangerous position, the 
two fronts have tied a cloth 
around their eyes and failed to 
take any action against them, 
Adityanath said.

"This is to protect their vote 
bank politics," he alleged, add-
ing the two fronts were "cheat-
ing" the people.

Lashing out at the left gov-
ernment , he said it had failed 
completely in handling the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
shows that the government 
machinery was a "total failure".

LDF and UDF have been com-
ing to power alternatively as 
part of a five year agreement 
and their aim was to favour 
nepotism and encourage cor-
ruption and they were not con-
cerned about providing jobs to 
unemployed youth, he said.

"The two fronts are compet-
ing with each other not on de-
velopment, but on corruption, 
the central funds are being mis-
ued and diverted for their own 
cadres and not for the people of 
the state," he alleged.

"The only option is to ensure 
that BJP-NDA comes to power 
in Kerala as it can lead the state 
to the path of development, 
help the state's farmers, protect 
the interests of fishermen com-
munity and help the unem-
poyed youth get jobs."

The state Public Service 
Commission (PSC) was giving 
jobs to the unemployed youth 
not on the basis of their quali-
fications, but jobs were being 
distributed to LDF cadres, he 
alleged.

"The youths are depressed and 
ending their lives and the LDF 
government was not bothered 
about their welfare," he said.

Kerala had recently wit-
nessed a series of protests by 
various PSC rank holders in 
front of the secretariat de-
manding jobs.

The UP Chief ministerr also 
thanked the people of the state 
for their contributions for the 
consutruction of the Ram tem-
ple at Ayodhya.



This Day In History

From KO Archives
VAT Comes Into Force 
Amid Protests
Observer News Service

Srinagar - In accordance with a widely followed interna-
tional practice, a Value Added Tax (VAT) system came 
into effect in Jammu and Kashmir and 20 other stales Fri-
day despite protests from sections of traders across India.

Modern pro-reform VAT, regarded as a rational system 
that prevents cascading effect of tax checks evasion and aug-
ments revenues replaces five-decade old sales tax regime was 
however not implemented in states like Uttar Pradesh,Tamil 
Nadu. Uttaranchal and five BJP-ruled states - who decided to 
continue with the old tax regime,

The Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) and other 
trade organisations observed Friday as "black day" even as 
their nationwide protest against VAT entered the third day.

With today's development, India has become one of the few 
nations t0 implement VAT at a fast pace within four years. VAT 
implementation in European Union, Canada and UK took more time.

VAT introduction comes after an assurance from Finance 
Minister P Chidambaram on compensation for revenue loss 
coupled will) Empowered Committee's decision to double the 
exemption limit and reduction in the tax rate from I to 0.25 per 
cent for traders with a turnover of Rs 10-50 lakh.

Although BJP was instrumental in setting up the Em-
powered Committee in 200I and initiating the process of VAT 
introduction when it was in power, the party is now opposed to 
the new regime as Centre has decided to retain Sales Tax in the 
Initial years. Although the VAT panel had announced broadly 
the VAT rates for over 550 items it may revise some of them 
after June 2005.

Out of these 550 Items. 46 natural and unprocessed local 
products would be exempt from VAT as per the White Paper 
prepared by the panel. 

About 270 items, including drugs and medicines, nil agri-
cultural and Industrial inputs, capital goods and declared goods 
would attract 4 per cent VAT.

States have the option of levying 0 of 4 per cent VAT on 
grains. Tea-producing states can levy 12.5 per cent or 4 per cent 
tax on the product subject to review in 2006.Precious metals like 
gold and silver would be taxed at 1 percent. Remaining items 
would attract 12.5 per cent VAT.

Petrol and Diesel would be kept out of VAT regime, which 
covers only marketable items.

Chandra said there would be no major changes from what 
has already been announced.

Tax experts said that investment and trade will shift out of 
the states not implementing the new lax to those who have the 
VAT regime.

  (Kashmir Observer, 02 April, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Closed )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 4: 56

ZUHR 12:35

ASR 5:04

Magrib 6:54
ISHA 8:15

•	 1559  - England & France sign 1st Treaty of Le Cateau-Cambrésis
•	 1745 -  Austria & Bavaria sign peace
•	 1801 - Napoleonic Wars: The British led by Horatio Nelson de-

stroy the Danish fleet in the naval Battle of Copenhagen
•	 1819 -  1st successful agricultural journal ("American Farmer") 

first publishes
•	 1865 -  Battle of Petersburg ends as the Army of Northern Vir-

ginia is forced to retreat under heavy fire from a general Union 
offensive

•	 1865  - Battle of Fort Blakely Alabama, last major battle of the 
US Civil War

•	 1865  - Battle of Selma, Alabmaa, Union forces break Confeder-
ates defenses to secure the town

•	 1883 -  Battle at Bamako: French assault on Fabous arm forces 
attack

•	 1917 -  US President Woodrow Wilson asks Congress to declare 
war against Germany

•	 192  - Albert Einstein lectures in New York City on his new "Theory 
of Relativity"

•	 1941-  German occupier disallows Dutch scouting association
•	 1945 -  Diplomatic relations between the Soviet Union and Brazil 

are established
•	 1963 - Explorer 17 attains Earth orbit (254/914 km)
•	 1963 -  USSR launches Luna 4; missed Moon by 8,500 km
•	 1966 -  Soviet Union's Luna 10 becomes 1st spacecraft to orbit 

Moon.
•	 1972 - Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin visits Cairo
•	 1975 -  Vietnam War: Thousands of civilian refugees flee from 

the Quang Ngai Province in front of advancing North Vietnam-
ese troops.

•	 1979 -  Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin meets Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat in Cairo

•	 1992  - Space Shuttle STS-45 (Atlantis 11) lands
•	 2002 -  Israeli forces surround the Church of the Nativity in Beth-

lehem into which armed Palestinians had retreated. A siege en-
sues.

•	 2015 -  140 people are killed after gunmen attack Garissa Univer-
sity College, Kenya

•	 2017 -  Attack on visitors to Muslim shrine by a custodian and 
others in Sargodha, Pakistan leaves 20 dead

•	
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LMD Penalises Automobile Company 
For Overcharging Customers
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Legal Metrol-
ogy Department (LMD) Srinagar 
Thursday collected a fine of Rs. 
3.5 lakh from the Automobile 
Sale and Service Company for 
overcharging from the custom-
ers on spare parts.

The fine was recovered dur-
ing an inspection conducted un-
der the supervision of Deputy 
Controller Enforcement Kash-
mir, Muzaffar Wani

During the inspection at one 
such outlet of the company, it 

was found that the spare parts 
sold to the customers were in 
contravention of the Legal Me-
trology Laws. The Labels on the 
packaged products containing 
the declarations like MRP, Date 
of Packing etc, were hidden by 
pasting a new label upon them 
due to which the MRP was hiked 
to a great extent.

It is pertinent to mention 
here that under Legal Metrology 
Packaged Commodities Rules 
2011, every packaged product 
shall clearly bear the MRP, Date 
of Packing, Manufacturers Ad-

dress, Customer Care Number 
etc. on them. Pasting stickers 
and hiding any declaration by a 
new declaration is an offence un-
der the Legal Metrology Act.

“It was given out that as soon 
the matter was brought into the 
Notice of the company, their rep-
resentatives readily responded 
and accepted all the charges and 
pleaded for compounding of this 
Case departmentally.”

All the directors of the Com-
pany were therefore booked and 
the collective penal sum was col-
lected as fine.

Plantation Drive Held At 
Islamia College Srinagar
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The NSS Unit III of 
Islamia College of Science and 
Commerce Srinagar Thursday 
organised a plantation drive 
within the college premises.

Prof. Musavir Ahmed, 
Chief NSS Coordinator Uni-
versity of Kashmir was the 
Chief Guest on the occasion. 
He appreciated the efforts of 
the NSS Volunteers for plant-
ing different kinds of saplings 
of Deodar species to enhance 
the green cover within the in-
stitution.

Speaking at the event, 

the Principal of the College 
Prof. (Dr.) Sheikh Ajaz Bashir 
highlighted the importance of 
plantation drive for a clean 
and green environment.

Besides NSS volunteers, 
senior faculty members plant-
ed saplings of Deodar plants at 
MBA, Library, Examination 
and Computer Application 
Lawns with an active coordi-
nation and participation of 
the gardeners from the Bota-
ny Department.

Meanwhile, the drive wit-
nessed an overwhelming par-
ticipation from staff and NSS 
volunteers besides others.

Tulip Festival: Traffic Police 
City Issues Advisory Adv Khan Reviews Status Of Infrastructure 

At Zainakot, Shalteng Industrial Estates
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Advisor to Lieuten-
ant Governor, Baseer Ahmad 
Khan Thursday visited Zainakot 
and Shalteng Industrial Estates 
where he reviewed the status of 
infrastructure and the facilities 
available to the unit holders.

Advisor had round of both 
the Industrial Estates (IE) and 
interacted with the Unit holders.  
The unit holders ventilated their 
issues and pointed out certain 
demands that needed immedi-
ate attention.  Advisor gave on 
spot instructions to the Direc-
tor Industries to come up with a 
detailed proposal indicating re-
quirements of the Industrial Es-
tates and the demands put forth 
by the unit holders.

Advisor said that the devel-
opment of interior approach 
roads, fencing, uninterrupted 
electric and water supply have 
to be the prime focus of Indus-
tries department to ensure that 
the basic minimum facilities are 

provided to unit holders.
He said the Industrial Es-

tates across J&K have to be In-
dustry friendly. The unit holders 
shall be provided continuous 
supply of electricity, proper med-
ical facilities, fire tenders, ATMs 
and other amenities to facilitate 
work in these estates.

He said systematic infra-
structure shall be put in place to 
capitalise potential of IE Zaina-
kote also.

Regarding the functioning 
of various units, Advisor Bas-
eer Khan was informed that to-
tal number of units present at 
Zainakote are 234 out of which 
148 are formally registered and 
functioning at present. Advisor 
asked Director Industries and 
Commerce, Nazim Zai Khan to 
prepare a detailed report regard-
ing the non-functional units 
pointing out the reasons that 
have led to their closure and re-
vival plans be prepared commen-
surating with the present indus-
trial scenario. He said the units 

have to be made fully functional 
to increase the  employment av-
enues.

He said Zainakote IE is the 
ideal place for IT sector with 
huge potential for Employment 
generation. He said the potential 
needs to be tapped by the infra-
structural development and re-
vival of non functional units.

Advisor also issued strict or-
ders for the retrieval of illegally 
encroached land and directed 
officers to map up the land be-
longing to the Industrial Estates. 
He said immediate definitive 
actions in conjunction with Dis-
trict Administration should be 
taken to retrieve illegally en-
croached land of the Industrial 
Estates.

Meanwhile, Advisor also 
reviewed  supply and storage 
capacity of the raw material at 
SICOP raw material centre. He 
was informed that the place is 
being used for the storage of the 
cement, steel and Pashmina.

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Traffic Police City 
Srinagar Thursday issued a 
traffic advisory in connection 
with the Tulip Festival.

A spokesperson of Traffic 
Police said that in connection 
with the Tulip festival and 
expected huge gathering, one 

way traffic is being regulated 
on Boulevard Road on April 
3, 4.

“Traffic coming from Dal-
gate / Gupkar crossing shall 
be diverted towards Hazrat-
bal, Foreshore, Tulip Garden 
and their return journey shall 
be via Nehru Park and Dal-
gate.”

Autowings Ford Organises 
Vehicle Delivery Event
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Autowings ford 
Thursday organised a mega 
vehicle delivery event at Ho-
tel Golden Tulip Hyderpora in 
which a huge gathering of ford 
customers participated along 
with Managing Director Au-
towings Ford Ashiq Hussain 
and Director Azhar Majid.

The meet was also ad-
dressed through web ex by 
Navneet Singh (Divisonal 
Operational Manager) and Vi-

krant (regional service man-
ager) Ford India Pvt Ltd.

Speaking on the occasion 
Younis Bashir, general man-
ager said that in the event 30 
Eccosports were delivered to 
customer's in addition to that 
the prize distribution ceremo-
ny was done. 

He said a Powerppoint 
Presentation on vehicle per-
formance and maintenance 
was presented through inter-
active session along with re-
freshment.



F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 
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After Dushanbe

S
peaking at the 9th ‘Heart of Asia’ Conference 
at Dushanbe in Tajikistan, the foreign minis-
ter S Jaishankar made a rare direct reference 
to the Taliban and called for a “double peace” 

both inside Afghanistan and in the region. Jaishankar 
said “India has been supportive of all the efforts being 
made to accelerate the dialogue between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban, including intra-Afghan 
negotiations”. He made it clear that for the peace pro-
cess to be successful,  it is necessary to ensure that the 
negotiating parties continue to engage in good faith, 
with a serious commitment towards reaching a politi-
cal solution. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi who was present at the conference said that 
Pakistan feared “that any space gained by ISIS and 
Al-Qaeda could accentuate the threat of terrorism”.  
He also cautioned against the role of “spoilers”, both 
“within and outside Afghanistan”. Unlike the recent 
past,  Jaishankar and Qureshi were present for each 
other’s speeches during the conference. 

The conference was  attended by foreign ministers 
of 15 countries, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tur-
key, Iran, China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Central 
Asian states. 

Significantly, Jaishankar and Qureshi didn’t meet 
as had appeared likely earlier. In the run up to the 
conference, Qureshi had said that no meeting with 
Jaishankar had been “finalized or requested”. If any-
thing, the absence of the meeting  has revealed, the 
countries are exercising  some restraint as far as the 
dialogue. There’s no haste about the open dialogue. 

Meanwhile, the two neighbours have walked 
some more distance along the road to normalcy. On 
Monday, Pakistan partially reversed a two-year old 
decision to suspend all trade with India. It  would al-
low the import of cotton and sugar from India. It is 
the latest Confidence Building Measure  following 
the Line of Control (LoC) ceasefire announced by 
India and Pakistan in February. Pakistan’s had sus-
pended all bilateral trade with India in August 2019 
in the wake of the constitutional changes in Jammu 
and Kashmir, which Islamabad considers “illegal”. 
Earlier in 2018-19 Pakistan was among India’s top 50 
trade partners.

But for the two countries to take the process for-
ward they will need to go beyond the easy CBMs and 
do something that is deemed as a conspicuous conces-
sion as to the core issue of the either country.  India 
will want Pakistan to hold back its support to militan-
cy in Kashmir and Pakistan, on the other hand, will 
want India to do something conciliatory in regard to 
current situation in Kashmir. Both countries want 
another to help create an “enabling environment”.  
This is something they are discussing in their alleged 
back-channel talks.  Here’s hoping this time round 
the engagement between the two countries reaches 
its logical conclusion, in an agreement that leads to 
an abiding solution to their longstanding mutual is-
sues. This alone will usher in a sustainable peace in 
the region. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

The thaw on the 
India-Pakistan front

R
esponding to Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi’s letter 
greeting Pakistan on its national day, Pakistan’s PM, Im-
ran Khan, has claimed that his country seeks “peaceful, co-
operative relations with all neighbours, including India”. 

Mr Khan also said that durable peace and stability in the region was 
contingent on resolving all issues betwe-en India and Pakistan, “in 
particular, the Jammu and Kashmir [J&K] dispute”. He then added 
that the creation of “an enabling environment” was “impera-tive for 
a constructive and result-oriented dialogue. 

There are two ways to interpret this letter. The first, sceptical, 
view can see it as an attempt by Pakistan to hold the ties hostage to 
the J&K issue yet again, without confronting the issue of terrorism. 
The logical conclusion of such a reading would be that there is little 
merit in engaging with Pakistan. A second way to read the letter is 
to focus on why Mr Khan has said what he has, and what he has 
not said. A reference to J&K is imperative for any Pakistani leader 
to survive domestically. The fact that despite relentless propaganda 
over the past year-and-a-half against India’s moves in J&K, Paki-
stan has not made any tangible demands other than mentioning an 
“enabling environment” leaves space for diplomacy. This reading 
would lead to a different conclusion — of the merits of engagement.

Hindustan Times 

K O  V I E W
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Spike and School 

T
HE emergence of new vari-
ants of coronavirus and the 
spike in cases in several 
states of India has posed a 

new challenge for the reopening of 
schools and other educational in-
stitutes. One question which is lin-
gering on everyone’s mind is that 
should schools be reopened. There 
are compelling reasons to argue that 
physical classroom learning should 
be resumed. The closure of schools 
for more than a year now has meant 
that many students had to give up on 
their education. While schools and 
colleges conducted online classes but 
online learning could not be accessed 
by all. Online learning is a mirage for 
millions of children in a country like 
India, how can those children who 
barely afford to purchase books and 
stationary attend online classes. This 

digital divide has caused frustration 
among students who had to miss out 
on a year of learning for no fault of 
their own. There have been several 
cases of student suicides as well. The 
exclusion that online learning cre-
ates underscores the need to resume 
physical classes. But despite the dire 
need to reopen schools and colleges, it 
is prudent not to rush into reopening 
schools and colleges. The pandemic 
is far from over yet and taking such 
a hasty step could only prolong it and 
make reopening more difficult. The 
development of vaccines has been a 
beacon of hope but it is important to 
remember that vaccines do not signify 
the end of the pandemic, people who 
are vaccinated can still be infected 
with the virus, so it’s too soon to let 
down our guards and throw caution to 
the wind. Since we are in it for a long 

time the government should ensure 
that online education is accessible to 
all, for that it should increase its fund-
ing for education, the government 
should provide laptops and internet 
facilities to students so that they can 
attend online classes. Most schools 
in our country do not have the infra-
structure to practice social distancing 
and follow all guidelines and any laxi-
ty in implementing the SOP’s can lead 
to a surge of cases and could prove 
disastrous, therefore reopening edu-
cational institutes is not an option. 
There have been concerns that long 
hours of sitting in front of the screen 
cause headaches, sore eyes, and 
blurred vision, these issues should be 
urgently addressed. The government 
should come out with new guidelines 
regarding E-learning, there should be 
limited screen exposure and adequate 

breaks in between classes to ensure 
student’s well-being. Many studies 
have revealed that there is an uptick 
in mental health issues among stu-
dents during the pandemic period, 
the school and educational institutes 
should make sure they provide coun-
seling sessions to students via chat 
and phone calls. The government 
should collaborate with the schools 
and educational institutes and make 
online learning more inclusive and 
student-friendly. Online learning can-
not compensate for classroom learn-
ing and a complete shift to E-learning 
will hamper a Childs holistic develop-
ment but prevailing circumstances 
demand that schools should remain 
closed for a little longer.

Fareeshta Ferouz
Fareeshf@redifmail

Why SC must dismiss misguided 
petition against 26 Quranic verses

There is not a single verse in the holy Quran which 
promotes violence or terrorism, if read in its proper context.

I
n a recent PIL in the Su-
preme Court, Waseem 
Rizvi, former chairman of 
the Shia Waqf Board in UP, 

has demanded the removal of 
26 verses from the holy Quran 
claiming that terrorists used 
these verses to “promote jihad”.

Earlier as well, he had written 
to the Prime Minister, asking him 
to close down all madrasas since 
these breed “terrorists”. While Riz-
vi is trying to stir a hornet’s nest, 
the trend of involving the Supreme 
Court in religious matters is not a 
tenable one.

True, the apex court decided 
the triple talaq law which was of 
paramount importance, keeping in 
view how Muslim women were be-
ing divorced in a single sitting. But 
in the case of the Quran’s verses, 
the court is not the proper forum or 
body to decide which verses can be 
allowed or removed.

This would be a serious in-
terference in the religious beliefs 
of the community, affecting their 
right to freedom of religion. If any 
court entertains such a petition, 
tomorrow it may be faced with 
similar petitions for the removal 
of verses from the religious books 
and scriptures of other religious 
communities.

What is positive is that not 
only Muslims but almost all Hindu 
brothers believe that the petition 
is a bogus one. It has also been 
condemned by eminent people and 
learned scholars from both the 
Shia and Sunni communities. Such 
a bizarre, frivolous and distressing 
petition deserves to be dismissed 
forthwith.

There is not a single verse in 
the holy Quran which promotes 
violence or terrorism, if read in 
its proper context. The Quran con-
demns unjustified violence and 
terrorism, while permitting self-
defence. Only a distorted reading of 
verses taken out of context can lead 
to views such as Rizvi’s.

Without having gone through 
the real purport and the exegesis of 
the 26 verses, this Islam-baiter has 

cast unfounded allegations against 
the three Caliphs (Abu Bakr, Umar 
and Usman). He completely failed to 
understand that the 26 verses have 
been categorised as “war verses” 
and were in force at the time of the 
holy wars. No Muslim bases his or 
her action on these. The very mean-
ing of the word Islam is “submis-
sion”. Forget taking somebody’s 
life, the Prophet (PBUH) believed 
that the biggest sin was lacerating 
people’s hearts and hurting them.

Rizvi’s argument is that some 
terrorists and wayward Muslims 
quote these verses to justify the 
slaughter of innocents. But, even 
if these verses did not exist, terror-
ists would not cease their violence. 
Had they read and understood the 
Quran, they would have been the 
messengers of peace, not death! 
When the ISIS terrorists, while 
recording acts of violence, display 
the Kalimah on the black flag, they 
deliberately defile Islam. Unfor-
tunately, for the layman, that be-
comes symbolic of Islamic tenets, 
which is a misconception.

The scriptures of a religion are 
the final wordings of their creator 
and need to be revered by all means 
— not even a word, comma or full 
stop can be changed.

In the past, anti-Islam propa-
ganda by Taslima Nasreen, Salman 
Rushdie or Danish cartoons have 
created a lot of turmoil. The killing 
of the middle school French teach-
er, Samuel Paty, in Paris was one 
such condemnable fallout. The per-
petrator of the crime never knew 
that his act would have been se-
verely condemned by the Prophet 
himself.

These brainwashed killers 
must learn Islam has no room for 
such killings. At the same time, 
why do people provoke a commu-
nity’s beliefs under the garb of free-
dom of expression? True, Chris-
tians won’t get offended by the 
cartoons of Jesus Christ but it’s not 
the same with Muslims or Hindus. 
The late MF Husain had to face a 
lot of flak and go into a self-imposed 
exile in Dubai and UK for the criti-

cism of his painting of Saraswati.
The Old Testament is filled 

with tales of divinely-ordained 
slaughter and war, yet about two 
billion Christians today follow the 
word of the Lord, coupled with the 
New Testament, which includes a 
command from Jesus to “love thy 
neighbour as you love thyself.” 
Muslims also face a similar dichot-
omy of ideas in the Quran.

In one part, the scripture says, 
“La ikraha fiddeen,” meaning that 
there is “no enforcement/ coercion 
in matters of faith.” The Quran 
also states about other religions, 
“Lakum dinokum waley yadeen,” 
meaning, “to you, your religion, to 
me, mine.”

Nevertheless, the fringe mi-
nority that has been indulging in 
killing the innocent, have turned 
a god-fearing and law-abiding Mus-
lim person anywhere in the world 
into an object of suspicion.

It is good that the National 
Commission for Minorities has 
condemned Rizvi by sending him 
a sharp notice for his absurd peti-
tion stating that his statement is 
“provocative and disturbs the bal-
ance of communal harmony of a 
secular nation and has hurt the 
sentiments of a religious minority 
community”.

The Supreme Court must not 
entertain this petition that hurts 
the religious sentiments of billions 
of Muslims across the globe and 
must ask Rizvi to apologise, the 
chief imam of India, Imam Umer 
Ahmed Ilyasi, has suggested.

As a law-abiding citizen of this 
great nation, I would appeal and 
urge all my co-religionists to main-
tain discipline, remain calm and 
to register their protest peacefully 
against this misguided petition.

Views expressed are the au-
thor’s own and 

do not necessarily represent 
the editorial stance of Kashmir 

Observer. The article originally ap-
peared in Indian Express 

Firoz Bakht ahmed 

There is not a 
single verse in the 

holy Quran which 
promotes violence or 
terrorism, if read in its 
proper context. The 
Quran condemns 
unjustified violence 
and terrorism, while 
permitting self-
defence. Only a 
distorted reading of 
verses taken out of 
context can lead to 
views such as Rizvi’ss 
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  Autism Day 

Everything You Need to Know
I

N This age of Computers and tech-
nology, where every moment we 
glance at screens the problems of 
social communication and prob-

lems in responding to the stimuli in 
one’s environment has come to fore-
front. Even though, we keep on com-
plaining each other for the social con-
nection we have lost, however, the 
main concern with respect to problems 
in social exchanges is with kids and 
children. The debate is not that screens 
can solely be a causative factor for such 
communication problems but the fact 
is excessive use of screen in kids before 
language development or during lan-
guage development, which is roughly 
upto 4-5 years, can precipitate such 
problems. As excessive use of screen 
greatly affects development of social 
brain and social brain is developed 
through real time social exchanges. 
Such disorders which affect a person’s 
social communication, interaction 
with environment and other related 
symptoms comes under category of au-
tism spectrum disorders.

Autism spectrum disorders where 
previously a separate disorders, how-
ever, Diagnostic and statistical manual 
of mental disorders (DSM-V) brought 
them under the general category of 
Autism spectrum disorders. Autism 
spectrum disorder is a developmental 
disorder or disability that can cause 
significant, social, communicaton 
and behavioural changes in the per-
son. The ASD kids don’t look different 
from other kids like down’s syndrome, 
but the sufferers may communicate, 
behave, interact and learn very differ-
ently from normal people. The abili-
ties of learning, thinking, and problem 
solving skills of children or adults with 
ASD can range from severely chal-
lenged to gifted.

DSM 5 classifies autism into three levels as:
Level 1: High functioning autism: It 

includes people who have problem with 
social communication.Sufferers with lev-
el 1 autism, Have challenges with social 
interactions, struggle Have difficulties in 
creating new relationships and respond 
in eccentric manners to social challenges 
perceived by others as awkward). Cogni-
tive and language abilities may not be 
impaired, but interactions with others 
are somehow odd and typically unsuc-
cessful. This closely resembles aspergers 
syndrome before 2013 DSM  classifica-
tions. It is also sometimes called social 
communication disorder.

Level 2:  This is very close to what 
was earlier called classic autism, These 
person’s have evident challenges with 
both verbal and non- verbal commu-
nication, social interaction, very awk-
ward response to challenging social 
situations when met and a narrow span 
of interests. These people are inflex-
ible, change resistant, having repeti-
tive movements and patterns that limit 
the possibility of that person to operate 
smoothly in most contexts even some-
times at home. If any change in routine 

is found it is welcomed with great dis-
tress and anxiety. These people require 
a lot of support for social life. They 
sometimes have outstanding abilities 
and memories like the photo graphic 
memory of A surgeon in the famous 
show “the good doctor”.

Level 3: Its also known as low func-
tioning autism, it is the severe face of 
autism which impairs all areas of pa-
tient’s functioning, from social to lan-
guage and cognitive abilities. In these 
people social activity is very limited, 
speech is basic and is difficult to under-
stand. It is most disabling level of au-
tism. These sufferers require substan-
tial and constant support in life.

Some common symptoms for a common 
person to understand the autism:

•	 Not pointing fingers at objects 
they show interest in 

•	 Won’t usually look at objects 
when another person like moth-
er would point at them or turn 
her vision at any object.

•	 Not relating or having less in-
terest in other kids

•	 High threshold for pain, Low 
threshold for visual and audi-
tory stimuli

•	 Remaining alone and not mak-

ing eye contact. Doesn’t de-
mand personal attention.

•	 Lacking empathy or not be-
ing able to understand other 
person’s perspective or feeling 
himself in his shoes that is why 
such persons have problems in 
learning because most of times 
we learn vicariously.

•	 Such people don’t like touch or 
being cuddled.

•	 Repeat or echo words or phras-
es said to them, or repeat words 
or phrases in place of normal 
language

•	 They have trouble in express-
ing their needs by using typical 
words or motions

•	 not play “pretend” games. For 
example, kids simulate adult 
actions and tasks in their play.

•	 have trouble adapting when a 
routine changes

•	 have unusual reactions to the 
way things smell, taste, look, 
feel, or sound

•	 lose skills they once had (for ex-
ample, stop saying words they 
were using)

Such kids are usually diagnosed at 
18 months till or before 4 years, also de-
pending on the level of autism as clas-
sified by DSM 5. The diagnosis is tough 

as it can’t be detected typically by blood 
tests and only a qualified mental health 
professional can diagnose it.

Advice to parents:
This advice is helpful for every par-

ent regardless of they having a kid suf-
fering from ASD.
•	 Autism cannot be completely treat-

ed because it is a neuro-develop-
mental disorder, however, it can 
be managed to a very much effec-
tive level and when management 
is started in infancy the results are 
promising. 

•	 One of the important factors that 
keeps living organisms especially 
mammals alive is stimulation and 
stroking which starts which ranges 
from physical touching to verbal or 
non verbal stimulation. Here, we 
can refer back to the intro of this 
article, the use of screens deprives 
infants of this social stimulation 
and can be detrimental for a child 
who is autistic and problematic 
like delayed language even among 
normal children. The screen should 
be minimized as much as possible 
and kids should be involved in so-
cial intercourses. Parents can even 
Make the screen time , which is un-
avoidable, engaging by interacting 
with their kid about the content on 
screen.

•	 Parents with a kid having ASD, 
should have arsenal of knowledge 
to deal with kids problematic be-
havior. Literate parents, can make 
use of internet, read self help books 
on autism, use YouTube and be-
come creative for engaging an au-
tistic kid.

•	 Remember even though there is a 
general criteria for ASD as shown 
above as per the levels, however, 
each individual child is different 
from another and parents need to 
understand their kids in their own 
unique ways.

•	 As mentioned kids with ASD like 
schedules, so include engaging ac-
tivities in their daily routines. 

•	 Last but not least, if you can detect 
any signs consult a qualified men-
tal health professional or specially 
mental health professional trained 
in childhood disorders or ASD.
 

“The difference between high-functioning 
and low-functioning autism is that high-
functioning means your deficits are ig-
nored, and low- functioning means your 
assets are ignored.”  

– Laura Tisoncik

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own responsibility and are not 

a substitute for professional medical 
advice. These are for educational 

purposes only. 

The author is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist. His motto is if we can 
train animals, what stops us from 

training human beings”

 Nasir  GeelaNi

The ASD kids 
don’t look 

different from other 
kids like down’s 
syndrome, but the 
sufferers may 
communicate, 
behave, interact and 
learn very differently 
from normal people. 
The abilities of 
learning, thinking, 
and problem solving 
skills of children or 
adults with ASD can 
range from severely 
challenged to gifted

How The Pandemic May Damage 
Children’s Social Intelligence

BarBara JacquelyN  | christelle laNGley

Fei li | JiaNFeNG FeNG

D
o you remember the excitement and an-
ticipation of your first day at school? Per-
haps you were looking forward to making 
new friends. Or maybe you were shy and 

anxious. Research shows that such excitement and 
stress are the two most common reactions to starting 
school. It is telling that a large part of this emotional 
response is social.

Children are keen social learners, developing 
skills such as sharing, conflict solving and empathy 
at a rapid pace. These days, many children have al-
ready attended parent and toddler groups or nurs-
ery before they start school. So even if they have no 
siblings, their emotional and social cognition has 
already started developing.

But during the COVID-19 lockdowns, many op-
portunities for social learning have been lost. How 
will this affect children’s development – and what 
can we do about it?

Brain development begins soon after conception 
and continues at least through young adulthood. 
It is shaped by a complex interplay between genes 
and the environment. There is evidence for critical 
periods in brain development, such as adolescence, 
when it comes to social cognition.

Social cognitive development, however, begins 
in the first year of life, when children begin to devel-
op “theory of mind” – understanding what others are 
thinking – which continues through age five. Play is 
an important part of this process, as it involves a lot 
of physical contact and development of friendships, 
helping children to cope with emotions and stay 
mentally strong.

Researchers are yet to fully understand the ways 
in which lockdowns will affect children due to re-
duced or delayed social interactions. But a recent 

study provides evidence that some adults’ social 
cognition has indeed been affected by the COVID-19 
lockdowns. The study showed that people experi-
enced a reduction in positive feelings – making them 
biased to think negatively – which was significantly 
related to how socially connected they were. Those 
who were less socially connected were more affected.

It is likely that children are even more vulner-
able when it comes to long term effects of a delay or 
absence in peer-to-peer interaction. We know that 
social brain development is a two-way street – the 
environment, in this case social interaction between 
peers, affects the brain and the brain affects the emo-
tional and behavioural response to peers.

Social cognition is not only required for success 
in school and work environments and personal re-

lationships, but also in “hot cognition” in general, 
which is essentially emotional reasoning taken as a 
whole. And we know that such cognition is a build-
ing block for “cold cognition”, which involves skills 
such as attention, planning and problem solving.

For example, if children are not able to have 
creative play with other children, learning to em-
pathise, compromise and manage their emotions, 
language development and social communication is 
likely to be affected too. Indeed, it has been shown 
that children with higher social cognition do better 
in secondary school.

Ways forward
For young children in lockdown, Zooms and re-

mote meetings just don’t do it. One mother, having 

to cope with perpetual lockdowns, put the problem 
very clearly to us. “My six-year-old suddenly gets 
very shy when talking to his class mates on Zoom,” 
she said, continuing:

And kids aren’t just missing out on seeing their 
peers, grownup role models such as grandparents 
and teachers are suddenly gone too. Most young 
children I know don’t really like video calls, so it’s 
not a substitute for social interaction the way it can 
be for adults.

Some children, including those who are shy or 
anxious and those with neurodevelopmental disor-
ders such as autism spectrum disorder (ASD), may 
be especially affected. In regard to this latter group, 
it is important that psychological and pharmacologi-
cal treatments begin at an early age, which involves 
social interaction. One recent study showed that it 
is possible to improve ASD symptoms in young chil-
dren of three to six years of age with severe ASD.

Therefore, the best thing that you can do as a 
parent right now is to ensure your young child has 
opportunities for play and social interaction with 
other children as soon as the lockdown is over and 
it is safe to do so.

Governments should also develop special pro-
grammes for toddlers and children to help gain back 
the critical period of social brain development that 
they have lost. There is some evidence that children 
can benefit from social cognitive training, such as 
reading and talking about emotional stories.

Loneliness affects all ages and is detrimental 
to physical and mental health and wellbeing. For-
tunately, we now know that our brains are still in 
development until early young adulthood and there-
fore, the possibility for relearning lost skills may 
still be possible.

By arrangements 
with the Conversation

M i n d f u l  F r i d a y s 
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Exercise, healthy diet in midlife can save 
from future health conditions: Study
Agencies

Following a routine of regular physical ac-
tivity combined with a diet including fruits, 
vegetables and other healthy foods may be 
key to middle-aged adults achieving opti-
mal cardiometabolic health later in life, ac-
cording to new research using data from the 
Framingham Heart Study published in the 
Journal of the American Heart Association.

Cardiometabolic health risk factors in-
clude metabolic syndrome, a cluster of dis-
orders such as excess fat around the waist, 
insulin resistance and high blood pressure. 
The presence of metabolic syndrome may in-
crease the risk of developing heart disease, 
stroke and Type 2 diabetes.

Researchers noted it has been unclear 
whether adherence to both the US Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services' 2018 
Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans 
and their 2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans -- as opposed to only one of the 
two -- in midlife confers the most favourable 
cardiometabolic health outcomes later in life.

The physical activity guidelines recom-
mend that adults achieve at least 150 min-
utes of moderate or 75 minutes of vigorous 
physical activity per week, such as walking 
or swimming. The dietary guidelines, which 
were updated in January 2021, offer sugges-
tions for healthy eating patterns, nutritional 

targets and dietary limits.
In an analysis of data from participants 

of the Framingham Heart Study, which be-

gan more than 70 years ago in Framingham, 
Massachusetts, investigators examined data 
from 2,379 adults ages 18 and older and their 

adherence to the two guidelines. They ob-
served that meeting a combination of the two 
recommendations during midlife was associ-
ated with lower odds of metabolic syndrome 
and developing serious health conditions as 
participants aged in their senior years in 
2016-2019 examinations.

"Health care professionals could use 
these findings to further promote and em-
phasize to their patients the benefits of a 
healthy diet and a regular exercise sched-
ule to avoid the development of numerous 
chronic health conditions in the present 
and in later life," said corresponding author 
Vanessa Xanthakis, PhD, FAHA, assistant 
professor of medicine and biostatistics in 
the Section of Preventive Medicine and Epi-
demiology at Boston University School of 
Medicine in Boston.

"The earlier people make these lifestyle 
changes, the more likely they will be to low-
er their risk of cardiovascular-associated 
diseases later in life."

Study participants were selected from 
the third generation of the Framingham 
Heart Study. Participants (average age 47, 
54% women) were examined between 2008 
and 2011. Researchers evaluated physical ac-
tivity using a specialized device known as an 
omnidirectional accelerometer.

The device, which tracks sedentary and 
physical activity, was worn on the partici-

pant's hip for eight days. Researchers also 
collected dietary information from food fre-
quency questionnaires to measure the kinds 
and levels of food and nutrients consumed.

In this investigation, researchers ob-
served that among all participants, 28% met 
recommendations of both the physical activi-
ty and dietary guidelines, while 47% achieved 
the recommendations in only one of the guide-
lines. Researchers also observed that:

1. Participants who followed the physi-
cal activity recommendations alone had 51% 
lower odds of metabolic syndrome;

2. Participants who adhered to the dietary 
guidelines alone had 33% lower odds; and

3. Participants who followed both guide-
lines had 65% lower odds of developing meta-
bolic syndrome.

"It is noteworthy that we observed a 
dose-response association of adherence to 
diet and physical activity guidelines with 
risk of cardiometabolic disease later in 
life," Xanthakis said. "Participants who 
met the physical activity guidelines had a 
progressively lower risk of cardiometabolic 
disease as they increased adherence to the 
dietary guidelines."

All study participants were white adults, 
therefore, the findings cannot be generalized 
to people in other racial or ethnic groups. 
Additional studies with a multiethnic partic-
ipant sample are needed, researchers said.

71.7% off all payment transactions in 
India to be digital by 2025
Agencies

B
y 2025, digital payments 
collectively in India would 
account for 71.7 per cent of 
overall payments volume, 

leaving cash and cheques at 28.3 per 
cent, said a new report.

In 2020, the transaction volume 
share in India stood at 15.6 per 
cent and 22.9 per cent for instant 
payments and other electronic pay-
ments respectively, while paper-
based payments had a considerable 
share of 61.4 per cent, said the 
report from US-based electronic 
payments company ACI Worldwide 
and data analytics and consulting 
company GlobalData.

This is poised to change by 
2025 share of volume by instant 
payments and other electronic pay-
ments is expected to rise to 37.1 per 
cent and 34.6 per cent respectively, 
leaving the volume of paper-based 
transactions at 28.3 per cent.

Furthermore, by 2024 the 
share of real time payments vol-
ume in overall electronic trans-
actions will exceed 50 per cent, 

according to the report.
"India's journey of creating a 

digital financial infrastructure has 
been characterised by collabora-

tion between the government, the 
regulator, banks and fintechs," 
Kaushik Roy, VP and head of prod-
uct management, Asia,  Middle East 
and Africa, ACI Worldwide, said in 
a statement.

"This has helped to advance the 

country's goal of enabling financial 
inclusion and also provided rapid 
payments digitization for citizens. 
The pandemic has further acceler-
ated adoption of digital payments 
with many first time users adopting 
digital payments and significant 
uplift by merchants."

With millions of people glob-
ally having to change the way 
they work and live—and the way 
they shop and pay—mobile wallet 
adoption rose to an historic high 
of 46 per cent in 2020, up from 40.6 
percent in 2019 and 18.9 percent in 
2018. Countries like Brazil, Mexico 
and Malaysia where many people 
historically relied on cash are now 
some of the fastest adopters of 
mobile wallets.

Globally, more than 70.3 billion 
real-time payments transactions 
were processed in 2020, a surge of 41 
per cent compared to the previous 
year, as the Covid-19 pandemic dra-
matically accelerated trends away 
from cash and cheques towards 
greater reliance on real-time and 
digital payments, said the report. 

YouTube experimenting 
with hiding dislikes to 
protect creators

Researchers find potential key to protection 
against obesity, extended lifespan
Agencies

A
dding the nutrient sele-
nium to diets protects 
against obesity and pro-
vides metabolic benefits 

to mice, according to a study pub-
lished today in eLife.

The results could lead to inter-
ventions that reproduce many of 
the anti-ageing effects associated 
with dietary restriction while also 
allowing people to eat as normal.

Several types of diet have been 
shown to increase healthspan - that 
is, the period of healthy lifespan. 
One of the proven methods of in-
creasing healthspan in many organ-
isms, including non-human mam-
mals, is to restrict dietary intake of 
an amino acid called methionine.

Recent studies have suggested 
that the effects of methionine restric-
tion on healthspan are likely to be 
conserved in humans. Although it 
might be feasible for some people to 
practice methionine restriction, for 
example, by adhering to a vegan diet, 
such a diet might not be practical or 
desirable for everyone. In the cur-
rent study, a research team from the 
Orentreich Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Science (OFAS), Cold 
Spring, New York, US, aimed to devel-
op an intervention that produces the 
same effects as methionine restric-
tion, while also allowing an individ-
ual to eat a normal, unrestricted diet.

An important clue for develop-
ing such a treatment is that methio-
nine restriction causes a decrease in 
the amounts of an energy-regulating 

hormone called IGF-1. If a treatment 
could be found that causes a similar 
decrease in IGF-1, this might also have 
beneficial effects on healthspan. Previ-
ous research has shown that selenium 
supplementation reduces the levels of 
circulating IGF-1 in rats, suggesting 
that this could be an ideal candidate.

The team first studied whether 
selenium supplementation offered 
the same protection against obesity 
as methionine restriction. They fed 
young male and older female mice 
one of three high-fat diets: a control 
diet containing typical amounts of 
methionine, a methionine-restrict-
ed diet, and a diet containing typical 
amounts of methionine as well as a 
source of selenium. For both male 
and female mice of any age, the au-
thors found that selenium supple-
mentation completely protected 
against the dramatic weight gain 

and fat accumulation seen in mice 
fed the control diet, and to the same 
extent as restricting methionine.

Next, they explored the effects 
of the three diets on physiological 
changes normally associated with me-
thionine restriction. To do this, they 
measured the amounts of four meta-
bolic markers in blood samples from 
the previously treated mice. As hoped, 
they found dramatically reduced levels 
of IGF-1 in both male and female mice. 
They also saw reductions in the levels 
of the hormone leptin, which controls 
food intake and energy expenditure. 
Their results indicate that selenium 
supplementation produces most, if 
not all, of the hallmarks of methionine 
restriction, which suggests that this in-
tervention may have a similar positive 
effect on healthspan.

To gain insight into the ben-
eficial effects of selenium supple-

mentation, the researchers used a 
different organism -- yeast. The two 
most widely used measurements of 
healthspan in yeast are chronologi-
cal lifespan, which tells us how long-
dormant yeast remain viable, and 
replicative lifespan, which measures 
the number of times a yeast cell can 
produce new offspring. The team 
previously showed that methionine 
restriction increases the chronologi-
cal lifespan of yeast, so they tested 
whether selenium supplementation 
might do the same. As it turned out, 
yeast grown under selenium-supple-
mented conditions had a 62 per cent 
longer chronological lifespan (from 
13 days to 21 days) and a replica-
tive lifespan extended by nine gen-
erations as compared with controls. 
This demonstrates that supplement-
ing yeast with selenium produces 
benefits to healthspan detectable by 
multiple tests of cell ageing.

"One of the major goals of age-
ing research is to identify simple 
interventions that promote human 
healthspan," notes senior author Jay 
Johnson, Senior Scientist at OFAS. 
"Here we present evidence that short-
term administration of either organ-
ic or inorganic sources of selenium 
provides multiple health benefits to 
mice, the most notable of which being 
the prevention of diet-induced obe-
sity. In the long term, we expect that 
supplementation with these com-
pounds will also prevent age-related 
disease and extend the overall sur-
vival of mice. It is our hope that many 
of the benefits observed for mice will 
also hold true for humans."

Agencies

G
oogle-owned YouTube has 
confirmed it is experi-
menting with hiding dis-
likes to protect creators 

and channels from targeted attacks 
to downvote their videos.

YouTube said in a tweet late 
on Wednesday that in response to 
creator feedback around well-being 
and targeted dislike campaigns, it is 
testing a few new designs that don't 
show the public dislike count.

"Creators, you'll still be able to 
see the exact number of likes and dis-
likes in YouTube Studio. For viewers, 
if you're in the experiment, you can 
still like or dislike a video to share 
feedback with creators and help tune 
the recommendations you see on You-
Tube," the company announced.

Currently, data for both likes 
and dislikes are available in a cre-
ator's individual YouTube Studio 
page, but only likes will be displayed 
publicly on a video.

YouTube said it is not testing 
hiding dislikes on all creators' vid-
eos but with a select few to begin 
with and gather insights.

"Viewer feedback has always 
been, and will continue to be, an im-
portant part of YouTube. But we've 
heard from creators that the public 
dislike counts can impact their well-
being, and may motivate a targeted 
campaign of dislikes on a creator's 

video," the company said.
"So, we're testing designs that 

don't include the visible like or dis-
like count in an effort to balance 
improving the creator experience, 
while still making sure viewer feed-
back is accounted for and shared 
with the creator," it added.

Instagram had also experiment-
ed with hiding like counts on posts in 
various countries around the world.

Creators, you'll still 
be able to see the 

exact number of likes and 
dislikes in YouTube Studio. 
For viewers, if you're in 
the experiment, you can 
still like or dislike a video 
to share feedback with 
creators and help tune the 
recommendations you see 
on YouTube
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Sundar Pichai vs Satya 
Nadella: Google, Microsoft 

HC Seeks Details On 
Action Taken To Nullify ‘Fake 
Gift Deeds’ In Pahalgam
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
high court has asked Revenue De-
partment and the Pahalgam Devel-
opment Authority to inform as to 
what action they have taken to get 
the fake and fraudulent gift deeds, 
manipulated by the officers at a 
particular time, nullified in the pic-
turesque health report of Pahalgam.

As the hearing of Public Interest 
Litigation started, a bench of Chief 
Justice Pankaj Mithal and Justice 
Vinod Chatterji Koul noticed that 
one of the issues arising in the plea 
was completion of investigation 
pursuant to the FIR No. 27/2008 filed 
regarding change of land use under 
erstwhile Master Plan in Pahalgam.

Senior Additional Advocate Gen-
eral B. A. Dar filed a status report 
submitted by Senior Superinten-
dent of Police, Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau, South Kashmir, stating that the 
matter had been investigated by the 
ACB and it has been found that the 
role of the then Chief Town Planner, 

Kashmir Mir Naseem Ahmad “ap-
pears to be a dubious one.”

“Sometime in the year 1991, he 
had dishonestly and fraudulently 
acquired about 29 kanals and 13 
marlas of land in planning Sub-Zone 
A-14 through oral gifts shown to 
have been made by donors to his 
close/trusted supporting employees 
and his associates.”

Consequently, he said, charge 
sheet was submitted and the trial 
court on 6th February 2016 framed 
the charge against the accused per-
sons. However, senior AAG said, on 
the petitions filed by two of the ac-
cused persons, the High Court had 
quashed the entire proceedings of 
the case vide order dated 16 October 
2018. “Now the matter is sub-judice 
before the Supreme Court,” he said.

In view of the status report, the 
court observed that one thing is 
clear that the matter in pursuance to 
FIR No. 27/2008, has been investigat-
ed and the trial initiated on its basis 
stands quashed by the High Court.

“In view of the above, nothing 

further is required to be considered 
and monitored in relation to the 
FIR,” the court said, adding, “In addi-
tion, as the investigation reveals that 
fake and fraudulent gift deeds were 
manipulated by the officers at the 
relevant time, we call upon the Rev-
enue Department and the Pahalgam 
Development Authority to inform 
as to what action they have taken 
to get the aforesaid deeds nullified.”

In case they have not taken any 
action, the court said, they are di-
rected to initiate proceedings in 
accordance with law for the cancel-
lation of the gift deeds as also the 
change of land use as may be ad-
vised to them in law and to report 
the action so taken to the Court.

“The other issue is regarding 
reframing of the Master Plan. The 
Master Plan at the relevant time 
was of the year 2005-2025 and now 
Master Plan 2015-2032 has been 
enforced.”

“In view of the above, the prayer for 
reframing of the Master Plan no longer 
survives,” the court added. (GNS)

BJP Demands 
Heightened Security 
For Its Kashmir Leaders
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Bhartiya Janata Party 
(BJP) General Secretary (Organisa-
tion) Ashok Koul Thursday urged 
the police top brass to conduct a 
thorough security review of all the 
prominent BJP leaders of Kashmir 
and enhance their security cover.

Koul said that IGP Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar has recently admitted that 
there was a security lapse in So-
pore attack where two Municipal 
Councillors and a cop were killed 
in a militant attack. “Today again, 
we have lost a police men in an at-
tack on the residence of BJP leader 
Muhammad Anwar Khan. Earlier, 

also we have lost our leaders to 
the militant attacks. In one or the 
other way, we are losing our men 
to the militant attacks. BJP leaders 
are becoming soft targets in which 
we are also loosing policemen,” 
Koul said.

He said it’s high time that the po-
lice top brass conducts a thorough 
security review of all prominent BJP 
leaders of Kashmir. “I think there is 
a dire need of enhancing the secu-
rity cover of all the prominent BJP 
leaders. Security of lower rung lead-
ers, who are vulnerable and facing 
threats should also be enhanced so 
that precious lives are saved,” Koul 
said—(KNO)

Former Bureaucrat Ashraf 
Mir Joins Peoples Conference

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Former bureaucrat 
Mohammad Ashraf Mir Thursday 
joined Peoples Conference in the 
presence of party’s Chairman Sajad 
Gani Lone.

Mir has had a long bureau-
cratic career serving the J&K gov-
ernment at many key positions 
including Secretary Legislative 
Council, Commissioner/Secretary 
Law, Justice & Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Revenue, Science & Technol-
ogy and Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation and Recon-
struction. After his retirement, he 
served J&K as State Information 
Commissioner till the Commission 
was abolished in Oct, 2019.

A spokesperson of Peoples Con-
ference said that while welcoming 
Mir into the party fold, Sajad Lone 
expressed confidence that the PC 
would benefit from Mir’s admin-
istrative experience gained during 

his bureaucratic career.
The statement said that on the 

occasion, Mir maintained that the 
sincerity of thought of the party 
Chairman, the history of service 
and sacrifice of the party obliged 
him to join Peoples Conference. “He 
vowed to take forward the mission 
and agenda of Peoples Conference.”

“The time has come for people 
to unify. This is not the time to 
harp on differences. We have new 
challenges and we need to find 
new solutions. I have earlier had 
the occasion to work with and 
for the people of J&K. Not only 
was it professionally an absolute 
privilege but also personally it was 
most satisfying. I want to partici-
pate and, to the extent that I can, 
contribute, to this overall change 
by working within aegis of the 
Peoples Conference. I will work 
alongside the party’s rank and file 
in ensuring that the party’s flag 
flies high in J&K,” he said—(KNO)

LG Interacts With Gujjar-Bakerwal Community, 
Assures Smooth Seasonal Migration
JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha Thursday held an in-
teractive session with 70-mem-
ber delegation of Gujjar-Bakerw-
al Community at Raj Bhavan, and 
got first hand appraisal of their 
issues and grievances.

During the interaction, the 
Lt Governor assured the mem-
bers of the delegation that strict 
directions would be passed to 
the Deputy Commissioners and 
Police department to ensure 
smooth seasonal migration of 
the nomadic Gujjar-Bakerwal 
community members along 
with their livestock.

“Action will be taken against 
the Officers found guilty of any 
delinquency during the move-
ment of Gujjar-Bakerwal com-
munity members”, said the Lt 
Governor, on being informed 
that the nomads face problems 
during their seasonal migration.

The delegation comprising 
of the members of the commu-
nity from across the UT led by 
Ch. Haroon Khatana expressed 

their gratitude towards the Lt 
Governor led J&K Administra-
tion for implementation of For-
est Rights Act and Political res-
ervation for the benefit of the 
tribal community.

Terming ‘Education’ as the 
foundation for the progress of 
every community, the Lt Gov-
ernor advised the Gujjar-Bak-
erwal community members to 
promote education among the 
youth of the community and 
also assured full support of the 

government in this process.
He said that the education 

would open up more livelihood 
opportunities for the youth and 
bring prosperity in the com-
munity.

Addressing the issue of opti-
mum utilisation of development 
funds, the Lt Governor assured 
the delegation that an Officer 
sensitive to the issues of Gujjar-
Bakerwal community would be 
deputed for the welfare of the 
said community.

Youth Killed In 
Doda Road Accident

Observer News Service

Doda: A youth died in a road ac-
cident on Doda-Batote Highway 
Thursday morning.

An Indica vehicle travelling from 
Pul Doda to Doda City fell into a 300 
feet deep gorge, leaving a young 
man dead. The deceased was iden-
tified as Arif Hussain, son of Bashir 
Ahmed, a resident of Shureen.

Doda police has taken the body 
into their custody and after the 
completion of medico-legal for-
malities the body was handed over 
to his legal heirs. Police has also 
registered a case under the rel-
evant sections of the law to ascer-
tain the cause of accident. (CNS)

Qazigund Village Without 
Electricity As KPDCL Fails 
To Install Transformer
Observer News Service

QAZIGUND: The residents of Panzath 
village in Qazigund area of South 
Kashmir's Kulgam district are reel-
ing under darkness for the last four 
months as the Kashmir Power Distri-
bution Corporation Limited (KPDCL) 
has failed to install a transformer in 
the area, thereby making locals suffer.

However, the officials in the 
department said 
that some bottle-
necks have halted 
the work in the area, 
saying that the de-
partment has also ap-
proached the concerned 
police station for resolving 
the issues.

Locals of Ganiepora Pan-
zath said that a 100 KVA 
transformer was damaged in 
the village some four months 
before and later it continued to 
develop snags soon after it was be-
ing installed.

They said that the transformer 
was getting damaged frequently 
due to the excessive household 
connections and the department 
sanctioned another transformer for 
the area, adding that the old trans-
former was given to a section of the 
locality while the other for the re-
maining households.

However, they said that only 
one has been installed four months 

back while the new one is still 
awaiting installation.

“The department seems reluc-
tant to hear the pleas of local resi-
dents as the process to install the 
transformer is not being started. 
We demand the Chief Engineer 
to intervene into the matter and 
ensure that the transformer is in-
stalled forthwith,” the villagers said.

Assistant Executive Engineer, 
Qazigund, Mohammad 

Yousuf said that there are 
some bottlenecks that 
have halted the work in 
the area. “The payment 
for the work has not 

been released yet from 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 

office while a person has ob-
jected to the process of instal-

lation,” he said.
He added that as the work 

continued to get delayed, the 
department has approached the 

concerned police station and sought 
their help in this regard. “The bottle-
neck has almost been removed and 
hopefully the work will resume 
within two days,” he added.

Giving further details, he said 
that the erection of poles, which 
are the demands of the locals are 
not available though, but they are 
trying to make it available too to 
ensure that the residents would get 
adequate electricity in a shortest 
possible time—(KNO)

Bandipora Admin Launches Drive 
Against Covid-19 SOP Violators
Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: The District Admin-
istration Bandipora on Thursday 
launched a massive drive against vi-
olators of Covid-19 SOPs and guide-
lines across the district, and realised 
a fine of Rs 54,000 from them.

Acting upon the instructions of 
Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, 
the drive was launched at public 
places across the district by Rev-
enue and Police officers, Municipal 
Council and Committees and Food 
Civil Supplies and Consumer Af-
fairs to put a check on the spurt of 
Covid-19 pandemic spread.

The drive was held at vulner-
able spots where public gatherings 
are always expected including bus 
stand, passenger transport, busi-
ness establishments and malls 
besides among pedestrians, shop-
keepers to ensure that the public 
in general adheres to all SOPs, es-
pecially use of face masks besides 
other guidelines envisaged to curb 

Covid-19 pandemic spread.
The officers of different depart-

ments along with a contingent 
of policemen and other officials 
of municipality launched a mas-
sive campaign/drive to ensure that 
people of any age category shall fol-
low all guidelines and SOPs strictly 
so that apprehension of any fresh 
spread could be averted and curbed 

before it can cause mass spread.
Speaking on the occasion, the 

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Dr Owais Ahmad said that 
the aim and objective of the drive 
is to ensure adherence to wearing 
of face masks and following other 
mandated SOPs, besides the focus 
shall be to encourage maintenance 
of hygienic environment.

Covid-19 Vaccination Drive 
For Govt Functionaries 
Launched At Baramulla
Observer News Service

BARAMULLA: The District Adminis-
tration Baramulla under the supervi-
sion of Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Bhupinder Kumar today launched 
a special Covid-19 vaccination drive 
wherein the govt functionaries are 
being vaccinated at the given time.

In this connection, officials of DC 
office received their first shot today 
whereas other govt functionaries 
working in different departments 
shall be vaccinated as per the sched-
ule formulated by the authorities in 

this regard. Meanwhile, the DC urged 
upon all the stakeholders to cooper-
ate with the administration in carry-
ing out the campaign successfully.

He emphasised for following all 
the requisite SOPs and guidelines 
more especially using face masks 
and maintaining social distancing 
adding that the threat of infection is 
still there as the virus has not been 
completely eradicated.

The DC also said that strict legal 
action shall follow against those 
found violating Covid-19 SOPs and 
guidelines.

Mir Afroz 
Posted As 
Director Public 
Relations
Observer News Service
 
SRINAGAR: Government Thurs-
day ordered transfer of Special 
Secretary Law Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Mir Afroz as Di-
rector Public Relations.

An order issued by General 
Administration Department  Or-
der No.: 291-JK(GAD) of 2021 
Dated: 31.03.2021 reads, “In the 
interest of administration, Mir 
Afroz, Special Secretary in the 
Department of Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs, is trans-
ferred and posted as Director, 
Public Relations, J&K. The officer 
shall report to the Principal Sec-
retary to Government, Informa-
tion Department, who shall as-
sign specific tasks to him.

Further, the post of Director, 
Public Relations, New Delhi, is 
transferred to the Information 
Department, till further orders."

Haryana Resident 
Dies In Uri Road Accident
Observer News Service

URI: A resident of Haryana was killed after a motorcycle he was riding skidded 
off the road and fell into an unfenced water reservoir (dam) in Uri area in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district on Thursday. Officials said that at around 700 am, 
a motorcycle (HR26DU 1782) skidded off the road and fell into a nearby water 
reservoir, LJHP Dam Chalan Boniyar. Even as the locals tried hard, the motorcy-
clist could not be rescued, they said. The body of the motorcyclist identified as 
Kashif Khan son of Dilshad Khan, a resident of Panipat Haryana was retrieved 
from the fast flowing waters at around 4 pm. A police officer confirmed the 
retrieval of the body. Meanwhile locals of the area also staged a protest dem-
onstration, demanding fencing around the reservoir. (GNS)

Police Arrest Drug Peddler 
With Brown Sugar In Kupwara
Observer News Service

KUPWARA: The Jammu and Kashmir Police Thursday said that it ar-
rested a notorious drug peddler in NDPS case. In a statement, police said 
that Kralpora Police Station established a naka at Rationpora Kralpora and 
started checking of vehicles and pedestrians. During the naka, police party 
intercepted one person in a suspicious condition who tried to escape from 
the spot but was apprehended. On preliminary questioning the person dis-
closed his identity as Liyaqat Khathana son of Kutub Din Khatana, resident 
of Kundayan Keran and during his search 500 grams of Brown Sugar was 
recovered. Accordingly legal action has been taken and a case FIR no. 14/21 
u/s 8/21 NDPS act has been registered in Police Station Kralpora against the 
accused person and further investigation has been taken up.

Rajouri Admin Seeks Help Of Imam’s To 
Raise Awareness About Covid-19 Vaccination
Observer News Service

RAJOURI: To raise awareness about 
the COVID19 vaccination drive being 
carried out in the district, the District 
Administration Rajouri Thursday 
asked Imams to use Mosque mega-
phones for awareness purposes as 
it is an effective way for creating 
awareness among the masses.

The awareness campaign is being 
run in collaboration with the Health 
and Family Welfare Department 
under the overall supervision of 
the Deputy Commissioner Rajouri, 
Rajesh K Shavan organised a daylong 
awareness workshop for the PRIs 
and Ulemas here in the Conference 
Hall of the PWD Dak Bungalow.

The participants were informed 
that the third phase of the COVID19 
vaccination drive has been launched 
in the country Thursday and in this 
phase, as many as 179875 persons 
of the district above forty-five years 
of age have been targeted to be vac-
cinated. They were also informed 
that 42 COVID19 vaccination centres 
have been set up at different loca-

tions in the district and as of now as 
many as 34842 persons have been 
vaccinated in the district. Partici-
pants were also told that 13078 per-
sons above sixty years and 139 PRIs 
have been vaccinated to date.

The Deputy Commissioner urged 
upon the PRIs and Ulmas to get them-
selves vaccinated first as they are the 
role models for the common masses 
and the people will follow in their 
footsteps. He asked them to generate 
massive awareness among the general 
public about the ways which can be 
adopted to remain safe from CoronaVi-
rus infection and the vaccination drive 

being carried out in the district. They 
were also asked to ensure a hundred 
per cent vaccination and sampling of 
the persons for COVID19 testing in the 
areas of their respective jurisdictions.

The Deputy Commissioner asked 
the concerned from the Health De-
partment to get all the persons of 
the district above the age of 45 years 
vaccinated within ten days. He also 
asked the PRIs and Ulmas to mo-
tivate the public to get themselves 
registered under the SEHAT scheme 
so that they can avail themselves 
of the necessary benefits under the 
said scheme.
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Mohammad Azharuddin 
Backs Rishabh Pant As 
Future India Captain
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Former India skip-
per Mohammad Azharuddin feels 
swashbuckling wicketkeeper-bats-
man Rishabh Pant will be a front-
runner to lead the ‘Men in Blue’ in 
future, having established him-
self across formats in the past few 
months.

The highly-rated Pant is set to 
lead the Delhi Capitals in the Indian 
Premier League this season in the 
absence of injured regular skipper 
Shreyas Iyer.

“Rishabh Pant has had such fabu-
lous few months, establishing him-
self in all formats. It won’t come as 
a surprise if the selectors see him as 
a front-runner fr Indian captaincy 
in near future. His attacking cricket 
will stand India in good stead in 
times to come. @RishabhPant17 @
BCCI,” Azharuddin tweeted.

The 23-year-old Pant has dazzled 
across all three formats in the inter-
national season that went by.

He notched up scores of 97 and 
unbeaten 89 in the third and the 

fourth Test against Australia to help 
India clinch the Border Gavaskar 
Trophy Down Under 2-1.

He continued his rich vein of 
form in the home Test series against 
England, playing match-winning 

knocks for the team. The selectors 
took note of his consistency and in-
cluded him in the white-ball squads.

Pant did not disappoint, scoring 
important half centuries in the two 
ODIs he featured in against England.

IPL 2021: Chennai Super Kings 
Full Squad List, Strengths, 
Weaknesses And Form Analysis
Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: The return of Suresh Raina 
could boost the batting department 
but spin-reliant Chennai Super Kings 
will have to adapt to conditions 
which may assist pacers as they seek 
to improve upon their nightmarish 
show of last season.

Three-time champions CSK had 
a flop show last season, avoid-
ing the wooden spoon thanks to a 
few victories at the back-end of the 
league phase as they failed to make 
the play-offs for the first time in the 
tournament’s history.

Here is a look at what works and 
what doesn’t for the Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni-led team, which opens its 
campaign by taking on Delhi Capitals 
in Mumbai on April 10.

STRENGTHS:

CSK have oodles of experience, 
which will stand them in good stead 
in crucial situations. The inspira-
tional leadership of Dhoni is another 
advantage for the team. The return 
of Raina will strengthen the batting 
unit which faltered far too often in 
last year’s IPL in the UAE.

A batting line-up of Raina, along 
with Faf du Plessis, Dhoni, Ambati 
Rayudu, Ravindra Jadeja, Sam Curran, 
new recruit Moeen Ali and fast im-
proving Ruturaj Gaikwad could prove 
a handful for rival bowling attacks 
and big scores could set the platform 
for the bowlers to do their job.

With the likes of Lungi Ngidi, 
Shardul Thakur, Curran, Deepak Cha-
har in the line-up, CSK have a decent 
bowling unit to test the best of bats-
men in opposition ranks.

WEAKNESSES:

A team comprising ageing stars 
proved CSK’s undoing last season 
and they have stuck pretty much 
to the core squad. In the fast-paced 
world of T20s, senior stars could 
prove to be a handicap.

With some of the CSK players, 
including Dhoni, Raina, Rayudu and 
Tahir having retired from interna-
tional cricket and not playing do-
mestic games, lack of match time 
could hurt the team. That apart, the 
captain’s waning finishing powers 

has not helped the team’s cause.
The decision of Australian pace 

ace Josh Hazelwood to pull out of the 
IPL to give himself rest ahead of the 
hectic international season ahead 
will be a blow for CSK.

Also, Ravindra Jadeja is returning 
from a long injury break and how 
soon he gets back to his best will 
have to be seen.

Veteran Trinidad all-rounder 
Dwayne Bravo’s diminishing re-
turns apart from his injury problems 
would worry CSK.

With this year’s IPL matches to be 
played at neutral venues, CSK, which 
rely so much on spin, will have to al-
ter their strategy, especially in Mum-
bai where the wickets may also have 
something for pacers.

The spin bowling department has 
experienced and skilful operators 
but the think-tank needs to get the 
combination right. Imran Tahir spent 
most of last season on the bench and 
the others like Piyush Chawla and 
Karn Sharma were ineffective.

OPPORTUNITIES:

After a forgettable 2020 season 
where they finished seventh, things 
can only go north for Dhoni and 
his men. Known to be slow start-
ers, the Super Kings would need to 
be at their best from the beginning 
to make an impact and also get the 
combination right.

THREATS:

Poor batting let down CSK last 
season in the UAE and if they don’t 
rework their tactics, it could hamper 
their chances yet again.

The pace bowlers will need to step 
up big time if the three-time cham-
pions are to put up a good show, else 
it would be another tough season for 
Dhoni & Co.

CSK Squad: Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni (captain), Suresh Raina, Ambati 
Rayudu, KM Asif, Deepak Chahar, 
Dwayne Bravo, Faf du Plessis, Imran 
Tahir, N Jagadeesan, Karn Sharma, 
Lungi Ngidi, Mitchell Santner, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shardul 
Thakur, Sam Curran, R Sai Kishore, 
Moeen Ali, K Gowtham, Cheteshwar 
Pujra, Harishankar Reddy, Bhagath 
Varma, C Hari Nishanth.

RCB Captain Virat Kohli Reaches Chennai, 
To Be In Quarantine For Seven Days
Press Trust of India

CHENNAI: India and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore captain Virat 
Kohli reached Chennai on Thurs-
day to join his IPL squad before 
which he will undergo a seven-
day quarantine. The team has al-
ready started its training camp on 
Tuesday for the upcoming season 
which begins on April 9.

"Captain Virat Kohli has arrived 
in Chennai," RCB said, announcing 
Kohli's arrival in a tweet, along 
with a picture of their captain 
wearing a mask.

RCB face defending champions 
Mumbai Indians in the tourna-
ment opener on April 9 here.

Kohli, who has been with the 

RCB since the inception of the IPL 
in 2008, quit the bio-bubble in 
Pune on Monday after India's ODI 
series win against England.

He has been part of bio-secure 
bubbles since the end of January, 
ahead of the England series, and was 
part of each of the four Tests, five T20 
Internationals and three ODIs.

Another key RCB player and South 

African star batsman A B de Villiers 
also joined the RCB bio-bubble on 
Thursday. The 37-year-old batting 
great has been a key player for the team 
since he joined the franchise in 2011.’

Head coach Simon Katich also 
came out of quarantine, along 
with pacer Navdeep Saini as the 
RCB team underwent another 
practice session.

‘Playing In IPL Will Benefit 
England Players At T20 World 
Cup,’ Says Ben Stokes

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The increased partici-
pation of English players in the IPL, 
where there is constant pressure 
to perform, will benefit them dur-
ing the T20 World Cup to be held in 
India later this year, reckons star all-
rounder Ben Stokes.

Over the years more and more 
English players have chosen to take 
part in the lucrative league. This 
year, there are 14 England cricket-
ers contracted to play IPL, including 
white-ball skipper Eoin Morgan Jos 
Buttler, Stokes, Johnny Bairstow, 
Moeen Ali, Sam Curran, Tom Cur-
ran, Sam Billings, Liam Livingstone 
and Dawid Malan.

"Yes - the percentage of Eng-
lish players in the IPL has probably 
grown in the last five or so years," 
Stokes, who will turn up for the Raj-
asthan Royals, told 'Sky Sports'.

"Not only is that great for the in-
dividual but it is also great for the 
players involved in the England set-
up; it gives them experience in the 
most high-profile competition in the 
world but not only that - you are un-
der constant pressure to perform," 
the imposing all-rounder added.

India is set to host the T20 World 
Cup later this year and Stokes feels 
it is the perfect opportunity for Eng-
lish players, who were a part of the 
recently-concluded tour of India, to 
get more familiar with the Indian 
conditions.

"You've got billions of people 
watching you and you've got the 
pressure of the franchise on you.

"Being constantly exposed to 
that is a huge benefit to us as a team, 
especially with the T20 World Cup 
coming up at the end of the year 
in India; it's a great chance for the 
English guys to get more experience 
in these conditions," Stokes said.

After being held in the United 
Arab Emirates last year due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the IPL returns to 
India and Stokes hopes fans would be 
allowed back in the stadiums soon.

"It's great for the competition 
that it's come back to its roots af-
ter taking place in Dubai last year, 
which was an achievement in itself.

"Fingers crossed that fans will be 
allowed back in at some point dur-
ing this IPL because they are a huge 
part of this game and why we play.

"It was an amazing feeling to have 
fans back in the grounds on our (Eng-
land's) recent tour of India - even 
though 100 per cent of the crowd were 
against us! Being back in the thick of 
that atmosphere was amazing!"

The Royals had a disappointing 
campaign last year, finishing last. 
However, Stokes is optimistic about 
the season ahead.

"Last year was obviously disap-
pointing. Yes, we finished bottom 
of the table but I think it's not 
as simple as that. We ebbed and 
flowed with our performances 
throughout the season: we had 
some great ones followed by some 
pretty poor performances.

"But every year is a clean slate 
and we are really excited about the 
prospects of what we are able to do 
on the field this year," he added.
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SRINAGAR: In a glittering function here, Bangalore-based gems and jewellery brand 
running their stores in Hyderabad, Delhi, Mumbai, Dubai and other cities on Thursday 
opened its first Srinagar outlet.

It’s the eighth branch of the famous gems & jewellery brand which has attained a com-
petitive edge in the highly demanding global market and entrenched themselves as the 
leading gem stones supplier based on their planetary or astrology-effect.

They cater to precious gem stones, semi-precious stones, planetary gem stones, astro-

logical gem stones, lucky stones, birth stones and beads.
“I am extremely delighted to open Rasikh Gems and Jewellers in Srinagar,” said Mir 

Mahadi Hussain, Chairman of the brand.
“I am grateful to all, who have been by our side throughout our journey. Your presence 

at the event is a huge encouragement to our team.”
Parliament Member Justice (Red) Hasnain Masoodi inaugurated the store by cutting 

the ribbon. Dr Farooq Abdullah, who was scheduled to open the store, could not attend as 
he is in self quarantine due to Covid infection.

After establishment in 1996, Rasikh Gems and Jewellers over the years has become the 

leading trader, supplier and retailer of precious stones.
The brand created its niche in the market through its customer service, international 

quality and a competitive price.
“We are a small company with a great aptitude for value, satisfaction and reliability,” 

said Dr MM Raza, Astro gemologist.
“Our products caters into different types depending on their size, shape etc. Our dedi-

cated team has many talented and creative artisans who have been in this business for 
generations. They are known for their ability to design in traditional styles and later de-
pending on customer needs.”
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