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“A smart person knows
how to talk. A wise person
knows when to be silent.”

—Roy T. Bennett

nNews
DIGEST
Mirza Waheed
Awarded SoA Grant

185,000, (Aprox

Rs 1,82,03,820) from The Society
of Authors. The grant is awarded
to enable writers to complete
works in progress including
queer auto-fiction, forgotten
histories, and books about post-
colonial and the natural world.

The grants totalling £185,750
will support writers by either
buying them time to write or
helping with research costs.
For one writer, their grant
represents the opportunity to
follow “in my anarchist great-
great-grandmother’s footsteps”

UK Gives 1st Doses
Of Covid-19 Vaccine
As World Watches

LONDON: British health authori-
ties began rolling out the first
doses of a widely tested and in-
dependently reviewed Covid-19
vaccine on Tuesday, starting
a global immunisation pro-
gramme that is expected to gain

dubbed “V-Day.”

Public health officials are ask-
ing the public to be patient be-
cause only those who are most at
risk from Covid-19 will be vacci-
nated in the early stages. Medical
staff will contact people to ar-
range appointments, and most
will have to wait until next year
before there is enough vaccine to
expand the programme.

“l think there’s every chance
that we will look back on [...
Tuesday] as marking a decisive
turning point in the battle against
coronavirus,” said Simon Stevens,

The first recipient was grand-
mother Margaret Keenan, who
turns 91 next week. She received
the shot at University Hospital
Coventry at 6:31am.

Keenan says she feels “so privi-
leged to be the first person vacci-
nated against Covid-19”.

“It's the best early birthday

to spending time with my family
and friends in the New Year after
being on my own for most of the
year,” she said.

The first 800,000 doses are go-
ing to people over 80 who are ei-
ther hospitalized or already have

| call, I was very excited I got the

opportunity of joining in and tak-
ing partin that, he said. “So we are
very very pleased and happy and
excited as well.

Buckingham Palace refused to
comment on reports that Queen
Elizabeth II, 94, and her 99-year-
old husband, Prince Philip, would
be vaccinated as a public example
of its safety.

“Our goal is totally to protect
every member of the population,
Her Majesty, of course, as well,”
Dr June Raine, chief executive of
Britain’s Medicines and Healthcare

J&K Reports
6 More Covid
Deaths, 470
New Cases

OBSERVER MONITORING DESK

SRINAGAR: At least six more peo-
ple died of coronavirus in Jammu
and Kashmir on Tuesday while
470 new cases, including nine
security personnel and four mi-
nors were detected in the Union
Territory, taking the number of
people infected by the virus to
114038.

old from Anantnag. In Jammu di-
vision, the three victims hailed
from Doda, Kathua and Ramban
districts.

With these deaths, the to-
tal fatality count in the Valley
has reached 1133 and 628 in the
Jammu region. Srinagar district
with 427 deaths tops the list fol-
lowed by Jammu (318), Baramulla
(165), Budgam (104), Pulwama
(86), Kupwara (86), Anantnag (81),
Doda (58), Bandipora (55), Kulgam
(52), Udhampur (52), Rajouri
(50), Kathua (43), Ganderbal (40),
Shopian (37), Samba (33), Poonch

— ROSHNI SCAM

HC Asks CBI To File
Action Taken Report

J&K Govt's Review Petition
To Be Heard On Dec 11

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir High Court on Tuesday
asked the CBI to submit its
Action Taken Report (ATR) in
a sealed cover on the progress
in cases registered to probe
alleged irregularities in the
Roshni Act and fixed December

for Friday after allowing the

urgent hearing motion filed
by the government through
its additional advocate gener-
als (AAG) for preponement of
the date in the now-scrapped
Roshni Act.

“We are informed by Ms
Monika Kohli that the report of

SRINAGAR: momentum as more serums win | outpatient appointments sched- Among the victims, three each 11 for hearing a review petition the CBIis ready and she is filing it
Kashmiri nov- approval. uled, along with nursing home were from Kashmir and Jammu by the Union Territory adminis- during the course of the day.

elist Mirza Wa- The first shot came early in the workers. Others will have to wait divisions, thus taking the fatal- tration to review its earlier or- “We direct that any report by
heed is among morning at one of a network of their turn. ity count to 1761, officials said der in this case. the CBI shall be filed in a sealed
48 writers who hospital hubs around the coun- ; Among those older Britons Tuesday. In Valley, the three vic- Chief Justice Gita Mittal, who cover and presented to the Bench
have bagged try where the initial phase of the = scheduled to get vaccinated is tims included a 70-year-old wom- retired on Tuesday, and Justice on the date of hearing in court,”
a grant worth United Kingdom programme will Hari Shukla, of Newcastle. an from Budgam, a 60-year-old Rajesh Bindal, appointed as a two-page order of the court
more than £ be rolled out on what has been “When I received the telephone man from Kupwara and a 72-year- the acting head, listed the case said while listing the case for

December 11. » More On P2

Mehbooba Placed
Under House Arrest

Wanted to Visit Budgam Highlands

SRINAGAR: Former chief minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti was placed
under house arrest at her Gupkar
residence on Tuesday morning to
prevent her from visiting hilly ar-

families are being evicted by the
authorities.

According to Iltija Mufti, her
mother was scheduled to visit
remote areas of Budgam district

in Ireland and » More On P2 the chief exectuive officer of present I could wish for because products Regulatory Agency, told (22), Ramban (21), Kishtwar(20), eas of Central Kashmir's Budgam where scores of summer huts +

] t_ Bi d I England’s National Health Service. it means I can finally look forward the BBC. » More On P2 and Reasi (10). » More On P2 district where nomaidic Gujjar of Gujjar families » More On P2
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