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Soldier Arrested 
Over ‘ Molestation’ 
Charges In Uri
Srinagar: Police on Wednesday arrested 
an army man for allegedly molesting a 
36-year-old woman in Uri town of north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.

Hawaldar Parvaiz Hussain of 173 
Territorial Army’s engineering unit, pres-
ently attached with 18 MLI Bandi in Uri 
was arrested by police after allegations of 
molestation were made against him by a 
woman from Paranpeelan village, reports 
said Wednesday. The accused is said to be 
a resident of Doda district.

According to police, a case FIR No168/20 
under sections 457, 376, 511 of IPC have 
been registered against the accused sol-
dier and further investigations have been 
started in this regard.

Here’s What We Know

SRINAGAR: The United Kingdom, today, 
became the first country in the world to 
approve the COVID-19 vaccine developed 
by Pfizer Inc-BioNTech SE. The vaccine will 
be available for mass use from next week 
onwards, as per reports. 

Although India will have to wait a little 
longer as it is yet to get approvals for vac-
cines. It will be either Oxford-AstraZeneca 
which is tested by the Serum Institute of 
India (SII) or the Russian vaccine Sputnik-V 
tested in India by Dr. Reddy’s Lab.

The vaccine has been the only hope for the 
past many months as the coronavirus turns 
a year old. Currently, there are many vac-
cine candidates in the race including Pfizer-
BioNTech, Moderna, Oxford-AstraZeneca, 
Russia, and China. But, does everyone need to 
get vaccinated once the COVID-19 vaccine is 
available for mass use? Pfizer scientist says no.

Who all need COVID-19 Vaccine?

Pfizer ex-scientist Dr. Michael Yeadon dis-
tinctly said that there is absolutely no need 
for a vaccine to end the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He said that we should vaccinate people 
who are not at risk of contracting the said 
disease. “You do not vaccinate people who 
aren’t at risk from the disease. You also don’t 

set about planning to vaccinate millions of fit 
and healthy people with a vaccine that hasn’t 
been extensively tested on human subjects,” 
Yeadon wrote for Lockdown Sceptics.

In fact, the Union Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan on Tuesday said that the Indian gov-
ernment has never spoken about vaccinating 
the entire country. “If we’re able to vaccinate 
a critical mass of people & break virus trans-
mission, then we may not have to vaccinate 
the entire population,” ICMR DG Dr. Balram 
Bhargava added.

“Govt has never spoken about vaccinat-
ing the entire country,” says Health Secretary 
Rajesh Bhushan. “If we’re able to vaccinate 
a critical mass of people & break virus trans-
mission, then we may not have to vaccinate 
the entire population,” ICMR DG Dr Balram 
Bhargava added.

He further added, “Vaccination would 
depend on the efficacy of the vaccine & our 
purpose is to break the chain 

Srinagar: Coronavirus claimed six 
more lives in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Wednesday, raising the death toll due to 
virus related fatalities across the Union 
Territory to 1708.

While Kashmir Valley witnessed three 
more deaths due to Covid-19, three other 
people succumbed to the deadly infec-
tion in Jammu division, officials said 
Wednesday. Among the three victims in 
the Valley, officials said, included a 60-year-
old woman from Ganderbal, who died at 
SKIMS Soura, a fortnight after she was ad-
mitted to the tertiary care hospital. 

Besides her, officials said, an 80-year-
old man from Chanapora 

452 New Cases Include 6 
Security Men, 3 Minors
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir reported 
on Wednesday 452 fresh cases of novel 
coronavirus, including six security men, 
a doctor and 3 minors, taking the total 
number of people infected by the virus 
across the Union Territory to 111130.

While Kashmir Valley reported 194 
new cases of Covid-19 on Wednesday, 
the remaining 452 were detected from 
the Jammu division, officials said. 
Among those infected included 15 trav-
elers, six security men, a doctor and 3 
minors. Giving district wise break-upm 
the officials said that Srinagar  re-
ported 81, Baramulla 25, 

For subscriptions &  your copy of

Contact : -0194-2502327

BSF Man Shoots Self 
Dead In Kupwara
Srinagar: A Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) personal on 
Wednesday shot himself dead in 
the frontier district of Kupwara.

Head Constable Bharinder 
Singh of BSF 118 Battallion 
allegedly committed suicide 
by shooting himself dead with 
his service rifle in Tangdar area 
of the north Kashmir district 
on Wednesday morning, news 
agency GNS reported. Singh, the 
report said ended his life while 
being on duty.

Quoting unnamed officials, 
the report said that the reason 
of Singh taking this extreme 
step was not immediately 
known.

Meanwhile, police have reg-
istered a case in this regard and 
started further investigations.

Missing Minor 
Boy Found Dead
Srinagar: A 3-year-old boy on 
Wednesday was found dead in 
Chewdara village of Beerwah 
in central Kashmir’s Budgam 
district, a day after he went 
missing.

An official said that the minor 
boy had gone missing from his 
home in Chewdara village on 
Tuesday evening.

He said that the boy had gone 
missing when he was playing 
around his house and since then 
the family had been looking for 
his whereabouts. Today morning 
he was found dead in his native 
village, reported news agency 
KNO.

Meanwhile, a senior police 
official said that they are ascer-
taining the details and further 
investigation has been taken up 
to find the actual cause of the 
minor boy’s death.

Teen Falls Off 
Moving Cab, Dies
Srinagar: A teenager on 
Wednesday died after falling off 
a moving cab in south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district.

18-year-old Riyaz Akhoon fell 
down from the rooftop of a run-
ning cab in Nowbugh area of the 
district on Wednesday evening, 
news agency KDC reported. The 
injured teen was removed to a 
nearby hospital for treatment. 
However, the doctors there 
declared him dead on arrival.

Meanwhile, Police have 
registered a case under FIR 
number 72/2020 under sec-
tions 279/373/304A, and started 
further investigations in this 
regard.

“You do not write your 
life with words...You write it 

with actions. What you think 
is not important. It is only 
important what you do.”

—Patrick Ness

Why I comment on scientific 
papers on the earthquake geology 
of Kashmir region
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Instagram adds India-first ‘Live 
Rooms’ feature to let users go 
live with up to 3 guests

52% Polling For Sarpanch Vacancies

Ethics of “Comments 
and Replies” Section
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halt North India ops to 
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Srinagar: The second phase of by-
elections to vacant seats of Panch and 
Sarpanch in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday witnessed 65.54 percent and 
52.24 percent voter turnout respectively, 
State Election Commissioner (SEC) K K 
Sharma said on Wednesday.

The polling was held on Tuesday along 
with the second phase of the District 
Development Council polls but the figures 
were released on Wednesday.

Sharma said 65.54 per cent polling 
was recorded in the bypolls to the vacant 
panch seats and 52.24 per cent for the sar-
panch seats.

The SEC said the second phase of the by-
elections to vacant panch seats was held in 
343 constituencies -- 317 in Kashmir divi-
sion and 26 in Jammu division.

Jammu division recorded 79.25 per cent 
turnout and Kashmir division recorded 
63.92 per cent, he added.

BJP Tonga Rally 
in Geelani Bastion
Srinagar: For the first time in the 
past 30-years, Sopore area of north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district on 
Wednesday witnessed a Tonga rally 
organized by the BJP leaders who 
promised International Mandi for 
Sopore if people vote for their candi-
dates in the ensuing District Devel-
opment Council (DDC) elections.

 Abdul Majeed, a Sarpanch from 
Mabugh area of Sopore, where the 
rally was held, said that it is for the 
first time in the past 30 years that a 
Tonga rally was held in favour of BJP 
in the area.

“This is a message of peace and 
in this rally dozens of Tonga wallas 
participated. 

Dry Weather 
In Kashmir Till 

Dec 6: MeT
Srinagar: The famous ski-resort 
of Gulmarg was the only place in 
Kashmir which experienced a sub-
zero night even as there was an im-
provement in the minimum tem-
perature across the Valley, officials 
said on Tuesday.

The weather is expected to remain 
dry till December 6 in Kashmir, they 
added.

Gulmarg, in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, was the only 
place in the valley where the mer-
cury stayed below the freezing point 
at a low of minus 1.0 degrees Celsius, 
the officials said.

They said the mercury in 
Srinagar, which had recorded the 
minimum temperature of minus 
1.3 degrees Celsius on Monday, set-
tled at a low of 1.0 degree Celsius 
on Tuesday.

Pahalgam tourist resort in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district record-
ed a low of 0.2 degree Celsius.

The officials said the mercury set-
tled at the minimum of 1.4 degrees 
Celsius in Qazigund, 1.0 degrees 
Celsius in Kupwara and 1.2 degrees 
Celsius in Kokernag.

The MeT office has forecast mainly 
dry weather in Jammu and Kashmir 
till December 6, after which there 
is a possibility of a spell of rain and 
snow between December 7-8.

65% Turnout 
In 2nd Phase Of 
Panch By-Polls

 More On P2

 More On P2

 More On P2  More On P2

Panchayat By-elections
COVID-19 Vaccine Is Here 
But Do We All Need To Be 
Vaccinated?

HC Orders Release 
Of Shopian Youth 
Detained Under PSA
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court on Wednesday quashed detention 
order under Public Safety Act against a 
youth from Shopian and ordered authori-
ties to release him forthwith from the pre-
ventive detention.

A resident of Allyalpora Shopian, the 
detainee, Waseem Ahmad Sheikh, had 
through his father Bashir Ahmad Sheikh 
filed the petition last year against the de-
tention order passed by the deputy com-
missioner Shopian 10 August 2019. 

“The only precious and valuable right 
guaranteed to a (detainee) is of making an 
effective representation against the order 
of detention. Such an effective representa-
tion can only be made by a 

J&K Reports 6 More 
Covid-19 Deaths, Toll 1708
Observer Monitoring Desk

Roshni Scam Illuminated Gupkar 
Bungalows: Jitendra Singh
Jammu: Firing a fresh salvo at rival 
parties in Jammu and Kashmir, BJP 
leader and Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh on Wednesday said that the 
Roshni scam had illuminated the 
“Gupkar bungalows” but extin-
guished hope for the poor.

He said the Roshni scheme was 
launched in 2001 by the then gov-
ernment with an envisaged objective 
of raising an amount of Rs 25,000 
crore for setting up power projects 
which were to provide electricity 
to every household, including those 
of economically weaker sections of 
society.

“However, in the final bargain, 
what was witnessed was that all the 

loot out of the scam went into the 
construction of lavish bungalows at 
Gupkar Road and other VIP locations, 
whereas the poor neither got the 
electricity nor the house,” said Singh, 
the Minister of State for Personnel.

“Roshni scam had illuminated the 
Gupkar bungalows, but extinguished 
hope for the poor,” he said.

The BJP has been targeting leaders 
of the Congress, PDP and NC includ-
ing former Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Farooq Abdullah, who lives 
in a bungalow on Gupkar Road in 
Srinagar, over alleged encroachment 
of government and forest land.

The NC leader has, however, de-
nied the charge.

Muzafar Shah Files 
`5 Cr Defamation Suit
Srinagar: Awami National Conference 
Senior Vice President Muzafar Ahmed Shah on 
Wednesday said that a defamation notice seek-
ing Rs 5 crore penalty has been served against 
the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, and me-
dia house Times of India for accusing his family 
of illegally occupying government land in this 
capital city under the Roshni Scheme.

Shah, who is the son of former Jammu 
Kashmir Chief Minister Khawaja Ghulam 
Muhammad, said on Wednesday that the 
defamation notice has been issued against 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Editor 
Times of India, New Delhi 
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COVID-19 Vaccine ...
of #COVID19 transmission. If we’re able to vaccinate the critical mass of people & break virus 
transmission, then we may not have to vaccinate the entire population.”

While it’s still soon to say when we will be able to beat the pandemic, the news of vaccines 
coming-in definitely ignites a ray of hope. You might not be one of those who would need 
a vaccine but that doesn’t mean you will never be able to contract the virus. Until we get a 
permanent solution to this, let’s keep following the safety precautions and help each other 
in fighting the COVID battle!

BJP Tonga Rally ...
We want to tell the people to come out and vote for the BJP candidate in the DDC polls and 

give BJP a chance to serve the people of Sopore,” he said.
Tonga rally was held in Mazbugh area of apple town, which is five kilometers away from 

main town Sopore. Tongas were decorated with BJP flags.
BJP General Secretary and J&K affairs incharge, Vibodh Gupta said that Sopore was known 

as mini-London, but past 30 years of situation blocked all means of development in this area.
“Today’s Tonga rally is a direct message of people of Sopore that they are with the Prime 

Minister Narendera Modi. We promise to the people of Sopore that if they choose BJP 
candidate, we will set up an international mandi in Sopore to give a fillip to the fruit market 
of Sopore,” he said.

 “Bumper polling in the two phases of DDC polls has given a message that Kashmir has 
changed and there was no space for militancy and separatism and want to live in peace with 
dignity,” he added.

He said that BJP is committed to revive the economy of business hubs of Kashmir be that 
Lal Chowk of Srinagar or the once popular mandi of Sopore. —Agencies

65% Turnout ...
For the vacant sarpanch constituencies, 52.25 per cent polling was registered in 83 

constituencies -- 62 in Kashmir division and 21 in Jammu division.
“In Jammu division, Jammu district recorded the highest voter turnout of 86.93% and 

79.21%  for Panch and Sarpanch by-polls respectively. Whereas in Kashmir division, 
Bandipora topped the Panch and Sarpanch voter turnout with 78.15% and 74.20% polling in 
second phase of elections,” he said.

The SEC further said that the voting was peaceful and smooth at all polling stations in the 
across the union territory. (With PTI inputs)

452 New Cases ...
Budgam 21, Pulwama 9, Kupwara 16, Anantnag 8, Bandipora 14, Ganderbal 17, Kulgam 3, 

Shopian 0, Jammu 127, Rajouri 15, Udhampur 54, Doda 15, Kathua 14, Poonch 3, Samba 8, 
Kishtwar 10, Ramban 7 and Reasi 5.

Moreover, officials said,  403 more patients have recovered and discharged from various 
hospitals 168 from Jammu Division and 235 from Kashmir Valley.

J&K Reports 6 ...
here died at SMHS hospital, a week after being admitted there. “A 70-year-old man from 

Chokibal Kupwara died after remaining admitted to the SKIMS Soura for thirteen days,” they 
added.

In Jammu region, two of the victims were residents of the winter capital and one from 
Rajouri district, officials said..

With these deaths, the total fatality count in the Valley has reached 1110 and 598 in the 
Jammu region. Srinagar district with 419 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu (304), 
Baramulla (163), Budgam (101), Pulwama (86), Kupwara (84), Anantnag (79), Doda (56), 
Bandipora (51), Kulgam (51), Rajouri (50), Udhampur (50), Ganderbal (39), Shopian (37), 
Kathua (39), Samba (30), Poonch (22), Ramban (18), Kishtwar(18), and Reasi (9). (With GNS 
inputs)

 

HC Orders Release ...
(detainee) when he is supplied the relevant grounds of detention, including the materials 
considered by the detaining authority for arriving at the requisite subjective satisfaction to 
pass the detention order,” a bench of Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey said.

 “Since the material is not supplied to the (detaiee), the right of the (detainee) to file such 
representation is impinged upon and the detention order is resultantly vitiated,” the court 
said and underlined that judgments on this point, both of the Supreme Court and of various 
High Courts including J&K, galore. 

“So far as the ground taken i.e non communication of the grounds of detention 
is concerned, perusal of file reveals, that there is nothing to show or suggest that the 
grounds of detention couched in English language were explained to the (detainee) in a 
language understood by him, as there is no material to that effect on record,” the court 
said, adding, “the grounds of challenge set up by petitioner (Waseem), succeed and the 
detention stands vitiated. Other grounds urged do not therefore, need to be separately 
addressed.”

Subsequently, the court quashed the detention order and directed the authorities to 
release Waseem from preventive custody forthwith.

“Registrar Judicial of this Court shall forthwith convey the order to District Magistrate 
Shopian and Jail Superintendent concerned for compliance of the order forthwith.” (GNS)

Roshni Scam ...
On November 1, the Union Territory administration cancelled all land transfers that took 

place under the JK State Land (Vesting of Ownership to the Occupants) Act, 2001 - also 
known as the Roshni Act - under which 2.5 lakh acres of land was to be transferred to the 
existing occupants.

The Jammu and Kashmir High Court had declared the Roshni Act as “illegal, unconstitutional 
and unsustainable” and ordered a CBI probe into the allotment of the land under this law.

Singh said over the last decade, the BJP had been consistently demanding a thorough and 
impartial probe into the “embezzlement” that had taken place in the name of the Roshni 
scheme.

But, he alleged, successive governments run by the National Conference, Congress and 
the PDP did not agree to the probe and instead sought to “cover-up” the scam because the 
ministers and the chief ministers of the then governments were themselves beneficiaries.

It is only now under the Modi government, said Singh, when the investigative agencies 
were given a free hand to carry on their task that the entire scam has got unearthed and the 
skeletons are tumbling out.

While the “Gupkar governments robbed the land” that should have legitimately gone to 
the poor, he said, it is under Prime Minister Modi that targets have been set to construct a 
house for each family under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).

HC Orders Release ...
and their Srinagar based correspondent for publishing false and fabricated story on the basis 
of false information provided by the government officials.

The officials, he said have portrayed his father in a wrong color sullying their image and 
integrity in the general public and political circles, and accusing them of illegally occupying 
government land at Magarmal Bagh under the Roshni Scheme.

“The fact of the matter is that the said land and property in question has been under our 
legal occupation from 1948 after my father and his brother sold their ancestral property at 
Chatabal under a Cabinet Sanction and with the same proceeds were  given the occupation 
of the Magarmal Bagh property under the government sanction under proper rules and 
regulations of that time,” Shah said.

Rejecting the official claims that the Magarmal Bagh property was in no way associated 
with the Roshni Scheme, Shah said that his ancestral property inherited by the present 
generation rightfully and legally stands under their occupation.

“The purpose of taking names selectively of our family, our aunt Mrs Suraya Ali Matuu or 
our uncle Dr Farooq Abdullah, his family is nothing but witch hunting to create confusion 
and damage our integrity, nationality and credibility,” he said.

“The real culprits of the Roshni Scheme are now identified as former MLAs and Ministers 
of the BJP in the Jammu Division. The law will take its course against every erring individual 
involved in the scam,” he added.

Talking about the ongoing District Development Council (DDC) elections, the ANC leader 
said that he has taken up the issue of “brazen discrimination and disparity” in security to the 
PAGD candidates with the State Election Commissioner KK Sharma over phone

“BJP and Apni party candidates and campaigners are facilitated with full security gear and 
state empowerment. Most of their leaders carry double escort, local police station escort in 
addition to being provided bullet proof vehicles. Their vehicles are provided cover during 
nights to corrupt voters as against this PAGD candidates including MLAs / MLCs, senior 
leaders and even PAGD apex members and star campaigners are denied adequate security 
cover and put to an open disadvantage,” he said, and urged SEC to take immediate redressal 
measures and ensure level playing fields to one and all.

Shah also demanded a “strict action” against the officials in Budgam for allegedly giving 
special treatment to BJP leader Shah Nawaz Hussain by providing him fool proof security 
while touring the Soibugh Constituency on 28 November, keeping PAGD, ANC candidate 
Nazir Ahmed Wani under custody in his guest house.

“This is a gross violation of the rules of the election commission of India,” he said. (KNT)
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from front page India, Pak Troops 

Trade Fire At Border
Jammu: The India and Pakistani troops ex-
changed gunfire along the International Border 
(IB) in Hiranagar sector of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kathua district, officials said on Wednesday

Pakistani Rangers opened fire at border out-
posts along the IB in Hiranagar sector of  Kathua 
district, drawing retaliation from the Border Secu-
rity Force, they said.

The firing from across the border in Karol Krish-
na, Pansar and Gurnam border outposts started 
around 9.50 pm on Tuesday and the cross-border 
firing between the two sides continued till 4 am 
Wednesday, the officials said. There was no re-
port of any damage on the Indian side.

Mutton Dealers 
Protest In Srinagar
Srinagar: The mutton wholesalers and dealers 
association of Kashmir on Wednesday staged a 
protest against the government for ‘pushing their 
families towards starvation’.

Scores of mutton wholesalers and dealers as-
sembled at Srinagar’s press enclave here and 
raised slogans in favor of their demands.

Sahil Ahmad, one of the protesters said that 
their shops are closed for last one month after the 
government fixed fresh rates for mutton. “In an in-
terview, the concerned Director has claimed that 
20 shops are open and selling meat at the rate of 
Rs 480 per kg. But, we want to tell the Director Sa-
hab that there are at least 30,000 families who are 
belonging to this trade and are suffering at pres-
ent,” he said.

He added that if the government sticks to its 
order, then it should provide them mutton on its 
own at less rates so that they can sell meat as per 
the fixed rates.

“The government should hold a meeting with 
the mutton dealers again and address our con-
cerns,” he said, adding that in case the govern-
ment is reluctant to fulfill their demands, it should 
give them an alternative too to earn their liveli-
hood

China Planned Galwan 
Valley Clash: US Report
Washington: The Chinese 
government had planned the Galwan 
Valley incident in June, potentially 
including the possibility for fatalities, 
a US Congressional Commission has 
said, asserting that Beijing “provoked” 
the first deadly clash on the Sino-
India border in nearly half a century.

The ruling Chinese Communist 
Party employs its armed forces as 
a coercive tool during peacetime, 
carrying out large-scale intimidation 
exercises around Taiwan and in 
the South China Sea, the US-China 
Economic and Security Review 
Commission said in its latest annual 
report to Congress.

“This year, it provoked the first 
deadly clash on the China-India 
border in nearly half a century. 
China’s rising aggression has not gone 
unnoticed,” the report said.

In June, China’s People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) and Indian troops engaged 
in a massive physical brawl in the 
Galwan Valley, located in the far-
western Ladakh region along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC) separating the 
two countries, said the report dated 
December 1.

The clash, which followed a series 
of standoffs beginning in early May 
along multiple sectors of the LAC, 
led to at least 20 Indian deaths and 
an unconfirmed number of Chinese 
casualties, the first time since 1975 
that lives were lost in fighting 
between the two sides.

“Some evidence suggested the 
Chinese government had planned 
the incident, potentially including the 
possibility for fatalities,” the report said.

For instance, several weeks prior 
to the clash Chinese Defence Minister 
Gen. Wei Fenghe made a statement 
encouraging Beijing to “use fighting 
to promote stability.”

Just over two weeks before 
the incident, in another potential 
indication of Chinese leaders 
signalling their intent to escalate 
tensions, an editorial in China’s state-
owned tabloid Global Times warned 
that India would suffer a “devastating 
blow” to its trade and economic ties 
with China if it got “involved in the 
US-China rivalry.”

Further satellite images depicted a 
large Chinese buildup in the Galwan 
Valley, including potentially 1,000 PLA 
soldiers, the week before the deadly 
skirmish, said the Congressional 
Commission created in 2000 for 
monitoring and investigating national 
security and trade issues between the 
US and China.

China and India have engaged 
in multiple physical clashes along 
their border for decades, but since 
General Secretary Xi Jinping assumed 
power in 2012 the two countries have 
seen five major altercations along 
their border. The exact motivations 
behind the Chinese government’s 
provocative behaviour on the LAC this 
year remain unclear, it noted.

“The proximate cause of the clash 
appeared to be India’s construction 
of a strategic access road to support 
troops stationed along the LAC. China 
has also built extensive infrastructure 
along the LAC in recent years. In 
the aftermath of the clash, Beijing 
asserted sovereignty over the entire 

Galwan Valley, a new claim and 
significant change to the territorial 
status quo,” the report said.

According to the report, the 
Chinese Navy has also regularly 
deployed diesel-electric and nuclear 
attack submarines in the Indian 
Ocean since 2013, which - despite 
their ostensible mission to support 
China’s Gulf of Aden antipiracy task 
forces - serve to collect intelligence 
and signal to India that China could 
contest the Indian Navy or threaten 
commercial shipping.

Chinese hydrographic survey 
vessels also sometimes venture into 
waters around India’s strategic sites 
to collect intelligence, the report 
said, citing an example of India’s 
navy chasing away China’s Shiyan-1 
research vessel in December 2019 
after catching the vessel loitering 
without permission near Port Blair.

The Commission said that in 2020, 
China sought to project an image 
of confidence and increased efforts 
to portray itself as a global leader 
superior to the United States even 
as it faced an increasing array of 
challenges at home and abroad.

“Beijing ramped up its multiyear 
coercion campaign against its 
neighbours, provoking military or 
paramilitary standoffs with countries 
from Japan to India and much of 
Southeast Asia. Shortly after China’s 
defence minister urged Beijing to 
use military force to stabilise its 
periphery, a violent clash on the 
China-India border in June led to 
the first loss of life between the two 
countries since 1975,” it said.

PcK Inks Pact With Chinese Firm for 700MW Hydro Project
Islamabad: The government in Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir (PaK) has signed 
agreements with a Chinese company 
and a local renewable energy firm for 
the construction of 700MW hydropower 
project at an estimated cost of USD 1.35 
billion in the region as part of the ambitious 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a 
media report said on Wednesday.

China Gezhouba Group and its local 
partner Laraib Group Pakistan are 
the shareholders of the ‘Azad Pattan 
Hydropower Project’, which is located on 
Jhelum river in Sadhanoti district of PaK, 
Dawn newspaper reported.

The consortium of lenders consists 
of China Development Bank, China 
Construction Bank, Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China and Bank of 
China, the paper said.

The implementation agreement 
and water use charges agreement for 
construction of the project were signed by 
PaK Electricity Secretary Zafar Mahmood 
Khan and Azad Pattan Power Private 
Limited CEO Li Xiaota on Tuesday, the 
paper said.

The CPEC, which connects Gwadar 
Port in Balochistan with China’s Xinjiang 
province, is the flagship project of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping’s ambitious Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). Originally valued at 
USD 46 billion, the CPEC projects were 
worth USD 62 billion as of 2017.

India has protested to China over the 
CPEC as it is being laid through PcK.

The Ministry of External Affairs early this 
year said that Pakistan was told that “the 
entire Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, 
including areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, are 
an integral part of India and that Islamabad 
should immediately vacate the areas under 
its illegal occupation.”

The government of Pakistan 
implementation agreement, Punjab water 

use agreement and tripartite power 
purchase agreements of the project had 
already been signed in the presence 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan in July. 
Tuesday’s agreement signing will enable 
the achievement of financial close of the 
project.

The project involves no fuel import and 
will enable the country to move towards 
cheaper and greener power generation, 
according to government officials.

The project is expected to create 3,000 
jobs. It is expected to provide about 3,266 
GWh electricity per year to the national 
grid by 2027.

Religious, political groups in 
Leh, Kargil hold joint meeting, 
decide to continue talks

British Sikh politicians 
voice support for 
agitating farmers in India
London: British Sikh Opposition 
politicians have voiced their sup-
port for farmers agitating in India 
against the new farm laws and 
called for a “peaceful solution” as 
soon as possible.

India has called the remarks 
by foreign leaders on protests by 
farmers as “ill-informed” and “un-
warranted” as the matter pertained 
to the internal affairs of a demo-
cratic country.

“We have seen some ill-in-
formed comments relating to 
farmers in India. Such comments 
are unwarranted, especially when 
pertaining to the internal affairs 
of a democratic country,” External 
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava said on Tuesday.

In a terse message, the ministry 
further added that “it is also best 
that diplomatic conversations are 
not misrepresented for political 
purposes.”

A number of Opposition MPs 
in Britain have been speaking out 
over the issue on social media, 
with Labour Virendra Sharma call-
ing for a “peaceful solution as soon 
as possible.

“Farmers work tirelessly to earn 
an honest living and to feed mil-
lions of people. I find it distress-
ing that thousands of the farmers 
from Punjab feel the need to march 
in Delhi to ask for a fair standard 
of living,” he said, adding that he 
“applauds the bravery” of Home 
Minister Amit Shah in stepping for-
ward and offering to negotiate.

Lord Indrajit Singh raised 
the issue during a debate in the 
House of Lords entitled “Summit 
of Democratic Governments” on 
Monday, addressing a question 
to Cabinet Office Minister Lord 
Nicholas True on why India should 
be among the “10 leading democ-
racies” being considered for a sum-
mit in early 2021.

“Can the minister tell us why 
India, currently in the news for try-
ing to make Punjab farmers serfs 
on their own land, is suggested as 
one of the 10 leading democracies,” 
questioned the 88-year-old cross-
bench peer.

British minister Lord True re-
sponded to the query by refusing 
to address a “broad denuncia-
tion” of any nation. Our values are 

democratic; they are very widely 
shared and practised across the 
world. We wish to sustain that, the 
minister said.

Labour Party’s Preet Kaur Gill, 
the shadow international devel-
opment secretary, took to Twitter 
over the weekend to condemn 
“shocking scenes” from Delhi.

“Farmers are peacefully protest-
ing over controversial bills that will 
impact their livelihoods. Water 
cannons, and tear gas, are being 
used to silence them,” she said.

Her party colleague, Tan 
Dhesi, has also been active on 
social media to praise scenes of 
protesters feeding the security 
personnel on guard during the 
demonstrations.

Among some of the other UK-
based personalities speaking out 
over the issue, include filmmak-
er Gurinder Chadha and former 
England team cricket Monty 
Panesar both of Punjabi origin.

“India is proud of being the big-
gest democracy in the world, that’s 
how it is described in the west. 
Let’s hope that valiant title remains 
true today, said Chadha, alongside 
images of the protests in India 
posted on her Twitter account.

The sportsman-broadcaster also 
posted a video message for farm-
ers from different states of India to 
join Punjabi farmers in the fight for 
their rights.

Several charities and organisa-
tions such as Khalsa Aid and Punjab 
Kisan Support Fund have been ral-
lying to raise funds in support of 
the protestors.

Thousands of farmers have 
laid siege to Delhi for the past 
few days as they protest against 
the new farm laws that they say 
are against their interests. The 
government says its agricultural 
reforms, which open the farm-
ing sector to private players, will 
not hurt farmers.

The critical talks between three 
Union ministers and farmer groups 
ended in a stalemate on Tuesday 
after they rejected the govern-
ment’s suggestion of a new com-
mittee to look into issues raised by 
agitating farmers.

The next round of talks with 
the government over the issue are 
scheduled for Thursday.

Kargil: Representatives of two alliances of re-
ligious, political and social organisations based 
in Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil held their first joint 
meeting here and said they will oppose any law 
that is against the interests of the people of the 
union territory.

The Leh-based People’s Movement for Sixth 
Schedule for Ladakh and the Kargil Democratic 
Alliance (KDA) discussed various issues, includ-
ing demands for full statehood and inclusion of 
Ladakh in the Sixth Schedule, during the meet.

“We discussed threadbare all issues con-
cerning Ladakh in the three-hour long meeting 
including the demand for Sixth Schedule and 
statehood. The meeting ended in a cordial atmo-
sphere, and it was decided that we will oppose 
and fight jointly any law which is considered 
against the interests of the people of the region,” 
KDA co-chairman Asgar Ali Karbalai said.

Karbalai said both sides presented their view 
points on all issues and decided to continue 
talks in the larger interest of Ladakh.

“We agreed on various issues but there were also 
difference of opinion on some issues. Such type of a 
meeting had taken place for the first time, and we 
welcome it,” he said, expressing hopes that they will 
together usher in a new era in Ladakh.

Veteran politician and former Lok Sabha MP 
Thupstan Chhewang, who is the leader of the 
People’s Movement for Sixth Schedule, said, 
“This is most probably happening for the first 
time in the history of Ladakh that all segments 
of society from both the districts, including po-
litical and religious leaders, social activists and 
youth leaders, met to discuss the safeguards, 
security and opportunities.”

The meeting discussed all the issues concern-
ing the interests of Ladakh in a conducive atmo-
sphere, and the leaders were unanimous to fight 
together any move which would be against the 
interests of Ladakh, Chhewang said.

“We will fight together for the rights of the 
people of Ladakh,” he added.

Referring to the apex body’s meeting with 
the Union home minister in September over 
its demand for inclusion of Ladakh in the Sixth 
Schedule of Constitution, Chhewang said they 
are yet to receive a fresh invitation from the 
home ministry but would like representatives of 
Kargil to join them in the meeting as well.

“We will like to go together but if they (peo-
ple of Kargil) get a separate invitation, they can 
meet the home minister separately as well,” he 
added.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
US steps up efforts for 
Kashmir breakthrough
Azim M Mian

NEW YORK: Efforts for Musharraf-Vajpayee meeting have 
been accelerated, despite the Pakistan claim of no such 
invitation by India, sources told The News on Sunday.

According to these sources, the United States— whose 
quiet diplomacy has caused ceasefire along LoC during Ramazan — 
fully supports such a meeting.

They believed Pakistan will get the dividends of this move; and 
the IMF decision on loans for Pakistan is one example.

Islamabad’s acceptance of the ceasefire, coming a day after 
IMF’s decision on loans, indicates the link they said. They claimed 
that a change in the White House would not affect the peace process 
in Kashmir.

This has been confirmed by a much-controversial figure, 
Mansoor ljaz, who has played role in the US track-II policy on 
Kashmir.”we are making every effort for a meeting between General 
Musharraf of Pakistan and Atal Behari Vajpayee of India- and hope 
these efforts would bear fruit,”

Mansoor ljaz said in a telephonic interview with the Pakistani 
newspaper, The News.

Known for his articles in the US media, Mansoor claimed his 
visits to Delhi Islamabad and Srinagar, and his meetings with Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, General Musharraf, Farooq Abdullah and others 
were fully supported by the Clinton administration.

He said that the peace proposal for Kashmir carried by him to 
South Asia was fully endorsed by President Clinton. 

The US administration too never denied Mansoor’s much-
publicized claims of Clinton’s backing. Rather his article carried by 
International Herald Tribune in its November 22 issue is a good way 
of knowing current political developments in Kashmir.

I welcome the announcement by Pakistan who has put the ball 
in the Indian court by responding positively to the Indian offer of 
ceasefire in Kashmir. India has been running a public relations 
campaign against Pakistan on Kashmir.

Pakistan’s Gen Musharraf has effectively countered the India 
move by his announcement of the ceasefire,’’ Mansoor, currently in 
the Middle East, said.

He also said that he had carried a letter from Hizbul Mujahi-
deen leader, Commander Salahuddin addressed to President Clinton 
seeking his support and confirmation for the peace process in the 
held region.

(Kashmir Observer, 03 December, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
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•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
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•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153
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•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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•	 1834 - First US dental society organized (NY).
•	 1835 - First US mutual fire insurance company issues first policy 

(Rhode Island).
•	 1847 - Frederick Douglass publishes first issue of his newspaper 

“North Star”.
•	 1854 - Eureka Stockade: In what is claimed by many to be the birth of 

Australian democracy, more than 20 goldminers at Ballarat, Victoria, 
are killed by state troopers in an uprising over mining licences.

•	 1863 - Confederate General James Longstreet abandons his siege at 
Knoxville, TN.

•	 1878 - Settlers arrive at Petach Tikvah, Israel.
•	 1910 - Neon lights first publicly displayed (Paris Auto Show).
•	 1912 - Turkey, Serbia, Montenegro, Greece & Bulgaria sign weapons pact
•	 1912 - First Balkan War: The Naval Battle of Elli takes place.
•	 1917 - The Supreme Allied War Council, meeting at Versailles to define 

war aim, fails to reach an agreement.
•	 1920 - Turkey & Armenia agree to peace treaty.
•	 1922 - First successful technicolor movie (Tall of the Sea), shown in NYC.
•	 1934 - Italian colonial Tripoli & Cyrenaica annexed to Libya.
•	 1943 - Battle of Monte Cassino, Italy begins.
•	 1946 - US government asks UN to order dictator Franco out of Spain.
•	 1948 - Chinese refugee ship “Kiangya” explodes in E China Sea kill-

ing 1,100.
•	 1952 - Marcos Perez Jiménez elected president of Venezuela.
•	 1956 - Bitain and France pull troops out of Egypt.
•	 1965 - USSR launches Luna 8; it crashes on the Moon.
•	 1967 - 1st human heart transplant performed by Dr Christian Barnard 

in South Africa.
•	 1967 - Former Indonesian president Sukarno placed under house arrest.
•	 1971 - Indo-Pakistani War of 1971: India invades West Pakistan and a 

full scale war begins claiming hundreds of lives.
•	 1973 - Pioneer 10 passes Jupiter (1st fly-by of an outer planet)
•	 1985 - 23rd Shuttle Mission (61-B)-Atlantis 2-lands at Edwards AFB.
•	 1989 - Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and US President
•	 George H. W. Bush, declare the Cold War over.
•	 1991 - Hulk Hogan defeats Undertaker to become 4th time WWF 

champion.
•	 1992 -  UN Security Council votes unanimous for US led forces to enter 

Somalia
•	 1992  - The Greek oil tanker Aegean Sea, carrying 80,000 tonnes 

of crude oil, runs aground in a storm while approaching La Coruña, 
Spain, and spills much of its cargo

•	 1995 -  England cricket wicket-keeper Jack Russell dismisses Clive Eks-
teen with his record 11th catch in 2nd Test v South Africa in Johannesburg

•	 1995 Northwestern South Carolina begins using new area code 864
•	 1995  - Davis Cup Tennis, Moscow: Pete Sampras beats Russian Yevg-

eny Kafelnikov 6-2, 6-4, 7-6 to give US a winning 3-1 lead (ends 3-2); 
record 31st US title

•	 1999 - NASA loses radio contact with the Mars Polar Lander mo-
ments before the spacecraft enters the Martian atmosphere

•	 2005  - XCOR Aerospace makes first manned rocket aircraft delivery 
of US Mail in Mojave, California.

•	 2017 -  First pizza party in space held by astronauts of the Interna-
tional Space Station Conference meeting
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Pvt schools continue to 
demand hefty admission fee

Making J&K self reliant in mutton production
Memorandum of Cooperation between 
JK ASH Deptt & New Zealand G2G

Srinagar: In a brazen violation 
of government orders, various 
schools in Kashmir continue 
to charge an exorbitant admis-
sion fee from the parents for 
their wards.

Parents from differ-
ent areas complain that 
schools are demanding a 
hefty sum of money when 
they went to admit their 
wards.

"A few days before, for 
the admission of my child, 
I approached two leading 
schools in our area. One 
asked me to pay Rs 40,000 
while other demanded Rs 
30,000 as admission fee," 
Gulzar Ahmad, who is 
a resident of Anantnag, 
said. "If there is a govern-
ment order not to charge an 
admission fee, why is it not 
implemented on the ground."

Shakeel Ahmad, another 
parent from Ganderbal said 
that education of children is a 
must but private schools need 

to show some mercy as every-
one has faced the brunt of the 
financial crunch from the last 
two years.

"Schools who are violating 
the norms must be dealt with 

strictly," he said.
Meanwhile parents also al-

leged that private schools are 
asking students to join regular 
classes violating social dis-
tancing norms amid Covid-19 
pandemic.

They said that most of the 
schools have started function-
ing normally and only trans-
port of the schools has been 
kept is a suspended form.

"My son is studying in a 
school which is 4 kms 
from our residence and 
every day I have to drop 
him at 10:30 am, and wait 
up to 1 pm to take him 
back home," Tanveer Ah-
mad, from Shopian said.

"If there are direc-
tions that student must 
be given classes through 
on-line mode, then how 
schools are allowed to 
function normally." he 
said, "And if they have 
been allowed to function 
normally then they must 

be allowed to use school buses 
as well."

Despite repeated attempts, 
Director School Education 
wasn't available for comment 
on the issue—(KNO)

JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: Principal Sec-
retary, Animal and Sheep Husbandry 
Department, Navin Kumar Choudhary, 
held a meeting regarding Memorandum 
of Cooperation between Jammu and 
Kashmir Animal and Sheep Husbandry 
Department and High Commissioner/
Ambassador for New Zealand  on capac-
ity building and transfer of know-how 
for enhancing sheep wool and meat in-
dustry in the Union Territory.

The meeting was attended by 
Directors Sheep Husbandry Jammu 
and Kashmir, Dr Sanjeev Kumar and 
Dr Abdul Salam, Director Finance, 
Animal and Sheep  Husbandry Depart-
ment, Imtiyaz Wani, Director Plan-
ning, Animal and Sheep  Husbandry 
Department, Girdhari Lal,  besides 
participants from New Zealand in-
cluding Acting HOM, Brent Rapson, 
Director, New Zealand G2G, Mischa 
Mannix-Opie, New Zealand Trade 
Commissioner for South Asia, Ralph 
Hays, Commercial Manager, G2G, Mat-
thew Hall, Business Advisor, G2G, Pe-
ter Bull, Senior Business Development 
Manager, New Zealand High Commis-
sion Sudha Palit. 

During the meeting, a brief power-
point presentation was given by the J & 
K team depicting the existing scenario 
of sheep and goat sector in the Union 
Territory pinning focus on strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities besides 
threats of the sector. Besides, the partic-
ipants were informed about the existing 
resource base of the UT besides were ap-
prised about the envisaged vision of the 
Government of J&K.

Choudhary informed that one 
third of the demand of mutton is im-
ported from neighbouring states to 
meet consumer requirement. He add-
ed that the small ruminant sector in 
the UT has not evolved at the desired 
pace over the years which has been 
precipitated by various factors like 
dearth of fodder supplies, insufficient 
breeding cover, inadequate vaccine 
availability and lack of moderniza-
tion besides technological interven-
tions which have been adopted in oth-
er parts of the world especially New 
Zealand. He emphasized that though 
J&K is a green state, it still has to rely 
on fodder supplies from comparative-
ly drier states.

 Bumzoo-Mattan, Akura-Mattan 
roads closed for traffic
ANANTNAG, DECEMBER 02: The Dis-
trict Panchayat Election Officer (DPEO) 
also District Magistrate Anantnag, K. K. 
Sidha, today issued an order for closure of 
traffic movement on Bumzoo-Mattan and 
Akura-Mattan roads for two days viz 03 
and 04 December, 2020.

The order has been issued to en-
sure smooth and hassle free distribu-
tion/dispatch of poll material and poll-
ing parties of Khoveripora block/DDC 
constituency from Block Development 
Office Mattan (Distribution/Collec-

tion Centre) on 03 December 2020 and 
its receipt back on 04 December, 2020.

 During this period no traffic/ve-
hicular movement other than poll par-
ties are to be allowed on Bumzoo Mat-
tan Road via Gurdwara Mattan and 
Akura Mattan Road leading to Distri-
bution/Collection Centre on 03 and 04 
December 2020.

          Meanwhile, Tehsildar Anantnag 
East Mattan and SHO Police Station Mat-
tan have been directed to implement the 
order in letter and spirit.

SMC employee 
suspended for harassing 
female official
Srinagar: An employee of Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC) was suspended on 
Wednesday for allegedly harassing a lady of-
ficial and on charges of misconduct of duties.

An order issued by Joint Commissioner 
Administration, SMC, a copy of which lies 
with news agency Kashmir Dot Com, reads, 
"Pending enquiry one Ghaneemt Wani, 
Class 1V, Secretary Office, is placed under 
suspension with immediate effect."

Moreover, the suspended employee has 
been attached with Drainage Circle, SMC.

Joint Commissioner Administration has 
also stated that a charge sheet in this regard 
will be issued separately. 

JK Premiere League 
Kick-Starts at B’la
BARAMULLA, DECEMBER 02: 
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Dr G N Itoo today 
kick-started JK Premiere League 
at Showkat Ali Stadium Khawaja 
Bagh, here.

The 15 days long tournament 
is being organized by District 
Youth Services and Sports 
Council in collaboration with the 
district administration during 
which several sports events viz 
Football, Volleyball, Kabaddi and 
Hockey shall be organised and 
top performing teams in each 
event shall be selected to play at 
JK level.



U
ttar Pradesh has become 
the first Indian state 
to transform the con-
version ordinance into 

law. On 24th November, the state 
cabinet passed the Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion of Religion 
Act, 2020. Hours after the law 
was passed, the Deorania Police 
Station in Bareilly District regis-
tered a case against a 24-year-old 
Muslim man named Ahmad for 
eloping with a Hindu girl, and 
marrying her with a view to con-
verting her to Islam. An FIR was 
lodged at the police station by 
the girl’s father, even as Ahmad 
has gone underground. However, 
the girl has denied that she was 
converted, or converted against 
her wishes. Whatever happened 
between the couple was consen-
sual, the girl has stated. This has 
prompted BSP chief Mayawati to 
comment that the Love Jihad law 
is riddled with doubt. 

The Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion Act punish-
es offenders with a jail term ranging 
from one to five years, and a fine of 
Rs. 15,000. If the girl is a minor, the 
jail sentence can extend to ten years. 
The law has special ramifications 
for a Muslim-majority union terri-
tory like Jammu & Kashmir, where 
many students migrate to universi-
ties in other states, fall in love with 
non-Muslim girls, and decide to 
marry them.

I see a conspiracy between the 
new law and this dirty business of 
honour killings, for which states 
like UP, Haryana, Kerala and many 
others are notorious. 

An honour killing is the murder 
of a married couple by their parents 
for marrying against the wishes of 
the parents. The parents are usually 
against the alliance because the boy 
and girl belong to different castes or 
religions. Sometimes, the class fac-
tor too can play a decisive role, if say 
the girl is more educated than the 
boy. In recent times, the blockbuster 
Hindi film Dhadak, starring new-
comer Ishaan Khattar and the late 
Sridevi’s daughter Janhvi Kapoor, 
dealt with the theme of honour kill-
ings. Several episodes in the popu-
lar television show Crime Patrol 
are also centred on real-life cases of 

honour killings. Though same-sex 
marriage isn’t legal in India, the 
decriminalization of Section 377 of 
the Indian Penal Code in September 
2018 notwithstanding, many gay, les-
bian and transgender couples who 
have chosen to live together have 
also been the unfortunate victims of 
honour killings. 

Vulnerable young people who 
fear that their families will track 
them down and kill them for their 
rebellious unions can have recourse 
to the law. They can approach lo-
cal police stations to ask for protec-
tion, and can also file criminal cases 
against their families in the courts. 
Several people who love each other 
and wish to spend the rest of their 
lives together have thus been saved 
from the wrath of their tyrannical 
families by the timely intervention 
of the cops and the courts. 

The new UP law, however, 
snatches away this last refuge that 
youngsters have at their disposal. 
Couples who perceive a threat from 
their families can now no longer 
seek police or legal protection, for 

the cops and the courts cannot pro-
tect them from something that is 
illegal in the first place. They will 
thus be turned away. 

Although the law specifically 
applies to Muslim men and Hindu 
women, it is liable to have a snow-
balling effect, so that now onwards 
all run-away marriages and live-in 
relationships will be viewed with 
suspicion by the authorities. The 
law then, rather than coming to the 
aid of victims by punishing their op-
pressors, conspires with the oppres-
sor to eliminate the victim. This is 
truly ironic.   

The Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion Act comes in 
the wake of a recent Supreme Court 
judgment that said that “The right to 

marry a person of one’s choice is in-
tegral to Article 21 (Right to Life and 
Liberty) of the Constitution.” And 
the judgment actually concerned 
a case where a Hindu woman in 
Kerala converted to Islam after mar-
riage. The judgment by a three-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court express-
ly stated that “Neither the state nor 
the law can dictate a choice of part-
ners or limit the free ability of every 
person to decide on these matters.” 

If a state can pass laws that con-
travene Supreme Court rulings, it 
does not augur well for the wisdom 
of the judiciary. It means that gov-
ernments can override any Supreme 
Court judgment that is unpalatable 
to them. 

The central government has 
so far been silent about the UP law, 
passed by its own party, the BJP.  
However, not distancing itself from 
the law somehow makes it complic-
it, leading to fears that tomorrow 
this may become a national law.

That said, for now two states 
that are very likely to pass the Pro-
hibition of Unlawful Conversion 

of Religion Act, following UP’s ex-
ample, are Karnataka and Madhya 
Pradesh. Once this happens, big-
oted parents in these three states 
will have a free hand to stalk their 
recalcitrant kids who have married 
against their wishes and butcher 
them, all in the name of preserving 
the so-called family honour.  

Dr. R. Raj Rao is an 
internationally known Indian 

English novelist, poet and critic. 
He was Professor and Head of the 

Department of English at the 
University of Pune in 

Maharashtra. He has also been a 
Visiting Professor at universities in 

Canada and Germany
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

Farmers’ protest

F
armers across the country have vowed to con-
tinue protesting against recently passed agri-
cultural law after talks with the government 
didn’t lead to any breakthrough on Tuesday. 

The 35-member team of farmers met Agriculture min-
ister Narendra Tomar, his cabinet colleague Piyush 
Goyal and junior industry minister Som Prakash at 
Delhi’s Vigyan Bhawan. This was the third round of 
talks between the farmers and the government in the 
last few months. The government has suggested the 
formation of a committee to resolve the differences 
over farm laws but it was rejected by  farmers. The 
farmers want the government to withdraw a set of 
three laws adopted in September that they apprehend  
could put an end to minimum support prices that the 
government would earlier pay them. This was turned 
down by the government. 

The farmers have  threatened to  block five entry 
points to Delhi: Sonipat, Rohtak, Jaipur, Ghaziabad-
Hapur, and Mathura. Meanwhile, more farmers from 
Punjab and  from Haryana are making their way to 
New Delhi. The protest is said to be supported by over 
3 lakh farmers. They have braved water cannons, tear 
gas and police barricades on their way to national 
capital. 

Government in its defence says the new laws are 
geared to  do away with middlemen and allow farm-
ers to sell produce anywhere in the country. But  the 
farmers contend that the laws will deprive the farm-
ers of minimum support price and leave them at the 
mercy of corporates. 

But the significance of the farmers protest goes 
beyond the demand to withdraw three laws. It will be 
important to see whether the protest dents the popu-
larity of the Modi government.  So far this has not 
been the case. The BJP’s excellent performance in 
recent Bihar polls indicates this. The saffron party 
performed better in the areas with large concentra-
tion of migrant workers who suffered most during 
Modi government’s badly implemented lockdown. 
Similarly, the months long NRC protests last year 
didn’t affect the party’s image. Nor has the ongoing 
economic recession which also is in part the result 
of the government’s ill-thought policies, done any 
damage to the reputation of the central government. 
So, to expect the farmers’ protest impinge on the pop-
ularity of the Modi government is premature. Also, 
this government has shown a resilient ability to not 
only withstand but also defeat any challenge to its 
legitimacy. The political opposition, on the other 
hand, has been reduced to fighting over scraps. But 
the situation can still change. Having been in power 
for six years, the government may find it increas-
ingly difficult to override the  disaffection among 
various sections of the population all the time. More 
so, when the new laws are seen to detrimentally af-
fect the interests of a large section of population. It 
would be thus in the interest of the centre to listen 
to the farmers and address their issues.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Donald Trump’s last 
push in West Asia

P
resident Donald Trump has given up on foreign policy ex-
cept in West Asia. His administration is presumed to have 
had a role in the assassination of Iran’s top nuclear scien-
tist last week. His son-in-law has flown to the Persian Gulf 

for one last diplomatic roundabout. Mr Trump’s team is tying up 
the loose ends of what it sees as its great foreign policy moment — 
getting a slew of Gulf Arab nations to recognise Israel and concre-
tise an anti-Iran coalition.

West Asia’s deepest geopolitical fault-line no longer runs be-
tween Israelis and Arabs but between Shia Persians and Sunni 
Arabs. It was the Gulf monarchies which applauded Mr Trump 
ending the Iran nuclear agreement, initiated the Israel outreach 
and are now working to ensure all this will be  fait accompli  for 
President-elect Joe Biden. Mr Biden’s foreign policy supports the 
Arab-Israeli rapprochement. But it may be frosty towards Saudi 
Arabia and includes plans to resurrect the Iran nuclear agreement. 
The last won’t be easy. Iran has 12 times more low-enriched ura-
nium than the original agreement allowed while Washington has 
zero diplomatic credibility.

The stakes are high. The Arab Street has no love for Israel. 
Iran’s informal empire remains intact but broke. Outsiders must 
tread this minefield carefully. India has even more reason to avoid 
a regional role and continue to maintain a set of bilateral relation-
ships. Pakistan is struggling. The United Arab Emirates banned 
visas for Pakistan and others who opposed normalisation of ties 
with Israel. As West Asian politics becomes ever more cut-throat, 
Islamabad may have to choose between ideological sanctity and 
economic stability. Either way will be to New Delhi’s advantage.

Hindustan Times 

K O  V I E W

4 Kashmir Observer
Friday, 01 February, 2013 OPINION

KASHMIR OBSERVERKASHMIR OBSERVER
SRINAGAR, Friday,  February 01, 2013

Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

International Day of Persons with Disabilities  

O
n December 3, International 
Day of Persons with Dis-
abilities has been observed 
to varying degrees of success 

around the world. The observance 
of the day aims to promote an under-
standing of disability issues and mobi-
lize support for the dignity, rights, and 
well-being of persons with disabilities. 

The Persons with Disability (Divyang-
jan) community has been facing its 
own set of challenges. The condition 
of the Divyangjan in India is really 
worrying. Their social and economic 
conditions are also more difficult as 
compared to the common people. The 
Government has also introduced vari-
ous schemes to empower Divyangjan, 

but only rehabilitation and educa-
tional services have established their 
identity in society. They are neglected 
in society and the perception towards 
disabled people is biased. Today, Di-
vyangjan needs social acceptance in 
society. Foremost, they are people like 
us. Divyangjan can move forward with 
their challenges by the positive coor-

dination of society. We should respect 
their diversity and boost them to come 
up in the mainstream. This is the need 
of the hour. 

....
Amit Singh Kushwaha, Satna

amitsk68@gmail.com

View From The Foyer 

Conversion Law 
Legitimises Honour Killings

R. Raj Rao

If a state can pass 
laws that 

contravene Supreme 
Court rulings, it does 
not augur well for 
the wisdom of the 
judiciary. It means 
that governments 
can override any 
Supreme Court 
judgment that is 
unpalatable to them

The law has special ramifications for a Muslim-
majority union territory like Jammu & Kashmir, 

where many students migrate to universities in other 
states, fall in love with non-Muslim girls, and decide 
to marry them.



M
any standard journals and 
newspapers offer “Comments 
and Replies” sections that al-
low scholarly discussions on a 

recent publication. Such short discussions 
are often very useful to understand the 
details on data, methodology, and results 
etc. of a newly published article. However, 
if authors, editors and reviewers fail to 
understand the nature and importance of 
forum communications by not perform-
ing the editorial duties responsibly, they 
could endanger and damage the integrity 
of such discussions. Usually, comments 
raise some of the serious problems, which 
have somehow gone undetected by the 
otherwise routine rigorous editorial proce-
dures. For example, I commented on one of 
the published scientific papers that showed 
a major fault in the center of the Kashmir 
basin, and demonstrated that there was 
absolutely no evidence for such a fault. As 
you have seen from the above example, a 
typical comment raises a serious problem 
not minor problems, which are not worth 
a discussion. 

Once I asked one of my teachers and 
now a colleague from India that I would 
like to comment on a publication. He cat-
egorically said no, “Don’t do this because 
you will make enemies, and your research 
progress will be unnecessarily hindered”. I 
took that piece of advance lightly, because 
it was beyond my understanding to accept 
that scientific researchers, who I thought 
are full of wisdom, would prefer arrogance 
over wisdom, and fact over fiction. 

Therefore, I started commenting on 
some of the publications that interest me. 
And since I have worked on the earth-
quake geology of the Kashmir region, 
therefore, my comments are mostly on 
publications related to that region. My 
initial thought was, and I am still on it, 
that in a scholarly world people should 
not use negative emotions to answer pro-
fessional comments when someone asks 
for clarifications etc. And instead, they 
should be grateful to the commentator 
for raising some of the critical concerns 
that would have otherwise remained un-
answered. The “Comment and Reply” sec-
tion is designed to engage in a coordinal 
and professional manner to communicate 
a problem so that readers are benefited 
and all of the serious concerns are nicely 
discussed and communicated. And this 
whole exercise would ultimately improve 
publications, science, and authenticity of 
data etc., which is what a typical and a de-
cent researcher would like the most.  

However, immediately after I started 

receiving replies I came to realize that my 
professor was partly right. Because some-
times the replies from authors are deroga-
tory, inflammatory, and often abusive: 
tactics to hide the deficiencies in the pub-
lished work. Interestingly, these authors 
would largely highlight some minor mis-
takes of commentators to shield the actual 
problem that was the focus of the discus-
sion in the commentary. But the problem 
is not just about the unprofessional at-
titudes of authors in their reply but more 
about their mind-set, which seems to have 
strong streaks of arrogance and jealousy 

that would hinder a decent scientific com-
munication. And how would editors and re-
viewers not realize the unprofessionalism 
and abusive response in a reply.

Ideally, reviewers and editors should 
thoroughly read all the comments and re-
plies, and then decide the merit of what has 
been claimed by both the parties. However, 
often this is not the case (of what I have 
experienced), and by allowing an unprofes-
sional language they are part of the prob-
lem because it exploits the commentators, 
who may not comment again because it 
would mean to indulge in extremely non-
scientific discourse, which often discour-
ages important and timely discussions. It is 
a pure nuisance, and harassment and who 
would like to live with it?

I strongly believe that in any sensible 
society one could discuss anything if it is 
backed by evidence, and therefore, a typi-
cally publishable work should produce 
evidence based science etc. And normally 
reviewers and editors would decide the fate 
of a submitted work, it is their job to do it 
efficiently. And if they are not doing their 
job properly the problem can multiply, and 
instead of reaching a plausible solution it 
could create more serious problems, which 
is not why a commentator comments. Be-
cause the purpose of any scientific dis-
course (comment etc.) is to ultimately 
improve the contents of a publication 
rather than to involve in personal gains 
by indulging in writing of an emotionally 
charged reply etc. When we work, we agree 
or disagree with people, which is perfectly 
fine. But, making it a personal animosity is 
not science, and such language should be 
thoroughly moderated to make discussions 
fruitful, and ethically appealing. And if an 

editorial board allows unhealthy and abu-
sive discussions they are simply helping 
such authors, and suppressing any future 
commentary, probably, one of the reasons 
why comments are uncommon among 
the scientific community.  And this partly 
proves what my professor advised me a few 
years ago.

Therefore, the question remains about 
what should be done if a serious problem 
is detected in a newly published report, re-
search etc. Should one just wait and write a 
new research paper by raising questions on 
the previously published works, or should 
we continue to comment so that timely and 
focused discussions are allowed to solve the 
problem. I would say: comments are better 
because they allow commentators and au-
thors to timely discuss a focused problem 
or a set of problems. Universities are places 
of wisdom, and when students would read 
what gets published from a university they 
will surely feel embarrassed to be part 
of such a system. I was told by one of my 
colleagues that Shah is very famous at the 
University of Kashmir because everyone 
hates him as he only comments on papers 
published by the Kashmiri researchers and 
that suggests he is using his scientific pow-
er to defame the earthquake related sci-
ence that gets published from the univer-
sity. I would say such allegations are not 
only false but contradictory to itself, and 
speaks volumes about the scientific and 
humane temper that they harbor. As I said 
above, the motivation of a typical scientific 
discussion is to grow science and not to 
distort it. The world of Science is beyond 
the personal and emotional worlds and it 
is based on evidence. If we fail to produce 
credible evidence, it ought to be rejected or 
retracted. All that glitters is not gold, and 
by extension I would say that all that gets 
published does not mean that the data are 
good it could mean the editorial procedures 
were weak, and that is when I comment.

Making a herd of researchers to not 
cite previously published works on the sci-
ence of earthquakes in Kashmir region is 
nothing but dishonesty to science, and by 
indulging in such an act is itself an expla-
nation of personal problems, which would 
mostly be based on arrogance.

Views expressed are author’s own and 
do not necessarily represent that of 

Kashmir Observer

The author is an Assistant Professor of 
Geological Sciences at the Faculty of Science 

Universiti Brunei Darussalam

Opinion, Analysis, Essays

Ethics of “Comments 
and Replies” Section 
Why I comment on scientific papers on the 

earthquake geology of Kashmir region
AFROZ  SHAH

 Mind Over Matter?

 There may be a 
“threshold” level 

of mental 
toughness one must 
overcome to even be 
able to prepare for, 
and compete in, 
such an event. But 
beyond this, other 
psychological, 
physical and 
logistical factors 
appear to have a 
greater impact on 
performance

F
or most people, running a marathon sounds like 
a lot of work — and they probably wouldn’t even 
consider completing more than one within 24 
hours.

The will to go the extra mile is what lies at the very 
heart of ultra-endurance events (and that’s exactly why 
they’re called “ultra”).

These events are for athletes who go beyond the typi-
cal marathon distance of about 42km, or engage in physi-
cal exertion for more than six hours. They’re generally 
performed via biking, swimming or running, but can 
also be held in activities such as kayaking.

Our new research published in the journal PLOS 
One looks at the role of “mental toughness” in the perfor-
mance of ultra-endurance runners. Our findings suggest 
mind over matter is a real phenomenon — but can only 
get you so far.

The nitty-gritty of ultra-endurance events
On-foot ultra-marathons are notoriously challeng-

ing, with distances starting around 56km and going up-
wards of 150km. They’re often held in remote mountain-
ous settings and almost always involve unpredictable 
course conditions and massive shifts in altitude.

Unsurprisingly, research on ultra-marathon runners 
has found this unique population experiences a range of 
difficult circumstances during these events.

The most common physical reasons for withdrawal 
include nausea, vomiting, blisters and/or muscle pain. 
Alongside extreme physical pain and discomfort, it’s 
also common to experience intense fatigue, unpleasant 
emotions and negative thoughts.

Is it really mind over matter?
“Mental toughness” is usually associated with the 

ability to either remain consistent in the face of challeng-
es, or to quickly recover from setbacks and adversity.

We wanted to investigate what motivates ultra-en-
durance athletes to keep going despite obvious physical 
and mental challenges. To do this, we focused on a group 
of 56 ultra-marathon runners who competed in the Ha-
waiian Ultra Running Trail 100, or HURT100.

This 160.1km endurance run is a difficult five-lap 
course in the mountains above the city of Honolulu, Ha-
waii. The track has little clear running space and run-
ners spend most of the course navigating through tree 
roots and crossing streams. Topping it off is about 7,500m 
of cumulative elevation gain and loss over the course.

The elite athletes in our study completed two ques-
tionnaires, from which we found mental toughness 
didn’t seem to predict performance within the group.

Thus, we conclude there may be a “threshold” level 
of mental toughness one must overcome to even be able 
to prepare for, and compete in, such an event. But be-
yond this, other psychological, physical and logistical 
factors appear to have a greater impact on performance.

We also compared our group of ultra-marathon run-
ners to athletes in other sports including hockey, tennis, 
professional football, high performance male athletics 
and mixed martial arts. We discovered the runners had 
significantly higher levels of mental toughness.

In terms of which specific characteristics led to 

greater mental toughness, such as confidence, com-
mitment, personal responsibility or control over one’s 
thoughts — “self-efficacy” scored high.

This refers to an athlete’s belief in their ability to 
execute a task. For example, whether they believed they 
could complete the HURT100 distance within the 36-hour 
cut off time.

Traversing the human mind
Our research has practical implications for ath-

letes, whether they want to increase their own men-
tal toughness, or know what it takes to run in an 
ultra-marathon event.

Having advanced knowledge of the mechanisms 
underpinning mental toughness (such as self-efficacy) 

could also help sport psychologists and coaches create 
more effective and targeted training programs.

That said, our findings do open doors to more ques-
tions. What other factors could predict performance in 
ultra-marathon runners? How wide is the range of char-
acteristics that can be linked to mental toughness? And 
can these be learned by anyone?

Some may argue people are just born with greater 
levels of mental toughness and it’s in their genes. Others 
claim this can be developed over time as a result of in-
dividual experiences. It seems the age-old nature versus 
nurture debate persists.

By Arrangements With 
The Conversation
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The world of 
Science is beyond 

the personal and 
emotional worlds and 
it is based on 
evidence. If we fail to 
produce credible 
evidence, it ought to 
be rejected or 
retracted

This 160.1km endurance run is a difficult five-lap course in the moun-
tains above the city of Honolulu, Hawaii. The track has little clear running space and 

runners spend most of the course navigating through tree roots and crossing streams. 
Topping it off is about 7,500m of cumulative elevation gain and loss over the course.
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London: Scientists have developed a 
new artificial intelligence (AI) model that 
could help treat cancer more effectively by 
identifying the best drug combinations to 
selectively kill cancer cells with specific ge-
netic or functional makeup.

The new machine learning meth-
od, described in the journal Nature 
Communications, found associations be-
tween drugs and cancer cells that were not 
observed previously. The model was trained 
with a large set of data obtained from pre-
vious studies, which had investigated the 
association between drugs and cancer cells.

"The model learned by the machine is 
actually a polynomial function familiar 
from school mathematics, but a very com-
plex one," said Professor Juho Rousu from 
Aalto University in Finland.

The researchers noted that combination 
drug therapies often improve the effec-
tiveness of the treatment and can reduce 
the harmful side-effects if the dosage of 

individual drugs can be reduced.
However, experimental screening of 

drug combinations is very slow and expen-
sive, and therefore, often fails to discover 
the full benefits of combination therapy, 
they said.

"The model gives very accurate results. 
For example, the values of the so-called 
correlation coefficient were more than 0.9 
in our experiments, which points to excel-
lent reliability," Rousu said.

In experimental measurements, a cor-
relation coefficient of 0.8-0.9 is considered 

reliable, the researchers said.
The model accurately predicts how a 

drug combination selectively inhibits par-
ticular cancer cells when the effect of the 
drug combination on that type of cancer 
has not been previously tested, they said.

"This will help cancer researchers to pri-
oritise which drug combinations to choose 
from thousands of options for further 
research,' said Tero Aittokallio from the 
University of Helsinki in Finland.

The researchers noted that the same 
machine learning approach could be used 
for non-cancerous diseases. They said, in 
that case, the model would have to be re-
taught with data related to that disease.

For example, the model could be used 
to study how different combinations of an-
tibiotics affect bacterial infections or how 
effectively different combinations of drugs 
kill cells that have been infected by the 
SARS-Cov-2 coronavirus, according to the 
researchers. -PTI
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New AI model may help treat 
cancer more effectively, study says

'Students falling behind in 
math during pandemic'
A disproportionately large number of 

poor and minority students were not 
in schools for assessments this fall, 

complicating efforts to measure the pandem-
ic’s effects on some of the most vulnerable 
students, a not-for-profit company that ad-
ministers standardized testing said Tuesday.

Overall, NWEA’s fall assessments showed 
elementary and middle school students 
have fallen measurably behind in math, 
while most appear to be progressing at a 
normal pace in reading since schools were 
forced to abruptly close in March and pick-
up online.

The analysis of data from nearly 4.4 mil-
lion US students in grades 3-8 represents 
one of the first significant measures of the 
pandemic’s impacts on learning.

But researchers at NWEA, whose MAP 
Growth assessments are meant to measure 
student proficiency, caution they may be 
underestimating the effects on minority 
and economically disadvantaged groups.

Those students made up a significant por-
tion of the roughly 1 in 4 students who tested 
in 2019 but were missing from 2020 testing. 
NWEA said they may have opted out of the 
assessments, which were given in-person 
and remotely, because they lacked reliable 
technology or stopped going to school.

“Given we’ve also seen school district re-
ports of higher levels of absenteeism in many 
different school districts, this is something 
to really be concerned about,” researcher 
Megan Kuhfeld said on a call with reporters.

The NWEA findings show that, compared 
to last year, students scored an average of 5 
to 10 percentile points lower in math, with 
students in grades three, four and five expe-
riencing the largest drops.

English language arts scores were largely 
the same as last year. NWEA Chief Executive 
Chris Minnich pointed to the sequential na-
ture of math, where one year’s skills — or 
deficits — carry over into the next year.

“The challenge around mathematics is an 
acute one, and it’s something we’re going to 
be dealing with even after we get back in 
school,” he said.

NWEA compared grade-level perfor-
mance on the 2019 and 2020 tests. It also 
analyzed student growth over time, based 
on how individual students did on assess-

ments given shortly before schools closed 
and those given this fall. Both measures in-
dicated that students are advancing in math, 
but not as rapidly as in a typical year. The 
findings confirm expectations that students 
are losing ground during the pandemic, but 
show those losses are not as great as projec-
tions made in spring that were based in part 
on typical “summer slide” learning losses.

A November report by Renaissance 
Learning Inc., based on its own standardized 
testing, similarly found troubling setbacks 
in math and lesser reading losses.

The Renaissance Learning analysis looked 
at results from 5 million students in grades 
1-8 who took Star Early Literacy reading or 
math assessments in fall 2019 and 2020. 
It found students of all grades were per-
forming below expectations in math at the 

beginning of the school year, with some 
grades 12 or more weeks behind.

Black, Hispanic, American Indian and stu-
dents in schools serving largely low-income 
families fared worse but the pandemic so 
far hasn’t widened existing achievement 
gaps, the Renaissance report said.

NWEA said that while it saw some dif-

ferences by racial and ethnic groups emerg-
ing in its data, it was too early to draw 
conclusions.

Andre Pecina, assistant superintendent 
of student services at Golden Plains Unified 
School District in San Joaquin, California, 
said his district has scrambled to stem 
learning loss by issuing devices to all of its 
students, but the district continues to strug-
gle with connectivity for students at home.

Students who are typically 1.5 grades be-
hind are now two grades behind, he said.

“We’ve really just gone back to the basics 
where we’re focusing on literacy and math. 
That’s all we do,” Pecina said.

“I feel like we’re trying our best,” he said. 
“Our students are engaged, but it’s not op-
timal. The learning environment is not op-
timal.” -PTI

Instagram adds India-first 'Live Rooms' 
feature to let users go live with up to 3 guests
Facebook-owned Instagram has an-
nounced a feature called 'Live Rooms' to 
help creators go 'Live' with up to three 
guests, giving them more opportunities to 
have conversations with their communi-
ties and grow their audiences.

The early tests for this feature were done 
in India and now, India is one of the first 
countries to roll it out more broadly, ac-
cording to a statement.

The roll-out for 'Live Rooms' has begun 
and will be available to everyone in India 
and Indonesia soon, it added.

The statement said Instagram Live views 
in India grew 60 per cent on a week-on-
week basis in March (comparing March 18-
24 period with the week of March 11-17).

"Now, with the ability to go Live with up 
to three guests, creators have more oppor-
tunities to have conversations with their 
communities, and to expand their reach 
and use cases for Live," it added.

The early test for 'Live Rooms' took place 
with a few creators in India, including @
shereenlovebug aka Shereen Bharwani, 
@mr.mnv aka Manav Chhabra and @ro-
hina aka Rohina Anand Khira. Ajit Mohan, 
vice-president and managing director at 

Facebook India, said creators are at the 
forefront of pushing culture and creativ-
ity on Instagram and the company is con-
stantly innovating to help them express 
themselves better.

"This year, in particular, has seen exten-
sive use of Live, and as physical distancing 
norms continue, Live will remain an invalu-
able feature to bring friends, families and 
audiences together, and foster meaningful 

conversations," he added.
Mohan said that from the launch of Reels 

to the testing and roll-out of Live Rooms, 
India is playing a crucial role in the way 
products are being designed for the future.

Instagram noted that while 'Live Rooms' 
will facilitate greater audience engage-
ment, safety continues to be a focus and the 
existing safety measures will work on Live 
Rooms as well. -PTI

dID YOU GET 
YOUR COPY OF 

KASHMIR 
OBSERVER

REGULARLY?
IF NOT
CONTACT 

CIRCULATION 
INCHARGE

IRSHAD AHMAD:
70 0 62769 27



NEWS Thursday| 03-12-2020 7

MJA MJA

UK To Vaccinate People Against Covid 
From Next Week, Clears Pfizer Shot
Press Trust Of India

London-  The UK on Wednesday be-
came the first country to approve 
the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 
against COVID-19 after "rigorous" 
analysis by its independent regula-
tor, paving the way for mass vacci-
nations from as early as next week 
among people at the highest risk of 
death from the deadly virus.

The British regulator, the 
Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Agency (MHRA), 
says the jab, which claims to offer 
up to 95 per cent protection against 
Covid-19 illness, is safe for roll out.

The UK government said the 
approval follows a "rigorous" 
analysis of the data, conducted at 
a faster pace but without any com-
promise on standards.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
welcomed the fantastic news and con-
firmed that the vaccine will begin to 
be made available from next week.

It's the protection of vaccines 
that will ultimately allow us to re-
claim our lives and get the econo-
my moving again, Johnson, a CO-
VID-19 survivor, said.

The vaccines require two dos-
es 21 days apart, with strong im-
munity response kicking in after 
seven days of the second dose. The 
MHRA said it will continue to mon-
itor the data on a rolling basis once 

the vaccines are deployed among 
the British public.

I am thrilled. Help is on its way 
we can see the dawn. Let's redouble 
our efforts to follow the lockdown 
rules, said UK Health Secretary 
Matt Hancock.

It's been a very tough 2020 but 
2021 will be brighter, he said.

The UK government has for-
mally accepted the recommen-
dation from the MHRA, which 
means the two-dose vaccine can 
be injected into arms of high-risk 
categories within days. Around 10 
million doses should be available 
soon, with the first 800,000 arriving 
in the UK in the coming days.

The vaccine will be made avail-
able across the UK from next week. 
The NHS [National Health Service] 
has decades of experience in deliv-
ering large scale vaccination pro-
grammes and will begin putting 
their extensive preparations into ac-
tion to provide care and support to all 
those eligible for vaccination, said a 
spokesperson for the Department of 
Health and Social Care (DHSC).

This follows months of rigor-
ous clinical trials and a thorough 
analysis of the data by experts at 
the MHRA who have concluded 
that the vaccine has met its strict 
standards of safety, quality and ef-
fectiveness, the spokesperson said.

The UK's Joint Committee on 

Vaccinations and Immunisations 
(JCVI) has published its advice for 
the priority groups to receive the 
vaccine, including care home resi-
dents, health and care staff, the el-
derly and the clinically extremely 
vulnerable. Elderly people in care 
homes and care home staff are top 
of the priority list, followed by 
over-80s and health and care staff.

Professor Wei Shen Lim of the 
JCVI told reporters at a Downing 
Street briefing that vaccine priori-
tisation has been based on the risk 
of death from Covid-19 and the hope 
is that "in phase one of the vaccina-
tion programme, 90 to 99 per cent of 
those who are most at risk of dying 
from Covid-19 will be covered".

NHS Chief Executive, Simon 
Stevens, said the health service 
was preparing for "the largest-
scale vaccination campaign in our 
country's history".

Around 50 hospitals are on 
standby and vaccination centres in 
venues such as conference centres 
are being set up now, with military 
personnel being deployed to assist 
with the logistics.

The joint vaccine, produced by 
American pharmaceutical giant 
Pfizer and German biotech firm 
BioNTech, had recently claimed 
trials suggested it works well in 
people of all ages, races and eth-
nicities.

Word leaders to address high-level, special 
session of UNGA on COVID-19 pandemic
Press Trust Of India

United Nations-  World leaders, the 
top leadership of the UN and vac-
cine developers will address a two-
day, special session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on COVID-19 this 
week and discuss the pandemic's 
impact as well as the multi-faceted, 
coordinated response required to 
address the greatest global health 
crisis in decades.

The Special Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly 
in Response to the Coronavirus 
Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic will 
take place on December 3 and 4 at 
the UN Headquarters.

The world organisation said 
government leaders, United Na-
tions' principals and other relevant 
stakeholders would be able to en-
gage in dialogue on the impact of 
the pandemic on people, societies 
and economies and discuss the 
multi-faceted, coordinated response 
required to address this crisis.

Serum Institute of India Chief 
Executive Officer Adar Poonawal-

la will also address the session 
through a pre-recorded video on 
December 4.

BioNTech co-founders Ugur 
Sahin and Ozlem Tureci, vaccine 
team leader at Oxford University 
Sarah Gilbert and Chief Executive 
Officer of GAVI (the vaccine alli-
ance) Seth Berkley will address 
the special session virtually.

AstraZeneca and the Univer-
sity of Oxford are working on a 
COVID-19 vaccine, while global 
drugmaker Pfizer and BioNTech 
announced their vaccine candi-
date is 95 per cent effective.

World leaders expected to ad-
dress the session are Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, Nepalese 
Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli, 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern, German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel.

President Donald Trump is not 
listed as a speaker for the session 
and US Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Alex Azar will ad-
dress the high-level meeting.

The two-day special session 
will allow many stakeholders to 
share their experiences in fight-
ing the pandemic, reflect on the 
global response to date, and forge 
a united, coordinated, and people-
centered path forward.

The COVID-19 pandemic, 
which has claimed more than 1.3 
million lives and infected more 
than 54 million people globally, 
"is not only the greatest global 
health crisis since the creation of 
the United Nations 75 years ago, it 
is also a humanitarian, socio-eco-
nomic, security and human rights 
crisis," the world body said.

The session's first day will fea-
ture statements by the President of 
the General Assembly Volkan Boz-
kir, Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, President of the Security 
Council for the month of December 
South African Ambassador Jerry 
Matthews Matjila and Chair of the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Coun-
tries Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev. 
The General Assembly will then 
hear from world leaders.

Press Trust Of India

Beijing-  China on Wednesday said that 
its close ties with Nepal, reinforced 
during the recent visit of its Defence 
Minister to the Himalayan nation, will 
not affect "any third party".

Defence Minister Gen Wei Fenghe 
met Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma 
Oli and exchanged views on matters 
of mutual interest and held talks with 
Army Chief Gen. Purna Chandra 
Thapa on ways to resume military 
cooperation and training impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic during his 
visit on Sunday.

We believe that our cooperation is in 
the benefit of both peoples and condu-
cive to the socio-economic development 
in Nepal. This relationship will not 
affect any third party, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying 

told a media briefing here on a question 
on Gen. Wei's visit.

During his visit, Gen Wei, also a 
State Councillor, lauded Nepal's leader-
ship for resolutely pursuing the "one-
China" policy and offered firm support to 
the Himalayan country in safeguarding 
its sovereignty, independence and ter-
ritorial integrity, the defence ministry 
said here on Monday.

Under the "one-China" policy, 
Beijing emphasises other countries to 
recognise Taiwan and Tibet as part of 
China, it said.

As China firmed up its ties with 
Nepal, which shares borders with Tibet, 
with heavy investments besides loans 
and financial assistance, Beijing wants 
Kathmandu to stop the free-flow of Tibet-
ans to travel to Dharamshala in India to 
meet Tibet's highest spiritual leader the 
Dalai Lama, the statement said.

China says its close ties with Nepal 
will not affect 'any third party'

Iran's president 
rejects bill that 
would boost 
enrichment
Agencies

Tehran-  Iran's President Hassan 
Rouhani on Wednesday rejected 
a bill approved by parliament 
that would have suspended UN 
inspections and boosted uranium 
enrichment, saying it was harm-
ful to diplomatic efforts aimed at 
restoring the 2015 nuclear deal 
and easing US sanctions.

The tug-of-war over the 
bill, which gained momentum 
after the killing of a prominent 
Iranian nuclear scientist last 
month, reflects the rivalry be-
tween Rouhani, a relative mod-
erate, and hard-line lawmakers 
who dominate parliament and 
favour a more confrontational 
approach to the West.

The bill would have sus-
pended UN inspections and 
required the government to 
resume enriching uranium to 20 
per cent if European nations fail 
to provide relief from crippling 
U.S. sanctions on the country's 
oil and banking sectors. That 
level falls short of the threshold 
needed for nuclear weapons but 
is higher than that required for 
civilian purposes.

Speaking at a Cabinet meet-
ing, Rouhani said his adminis-
tration, does not agree with that 
and considers it harmful for the 
trend of diplomatic activities." 
He implied the lawmakers were 
positioning themselves ahead of 
elections planned for June.

He added that today, we are 
more powerful in the nuclear 
field than at any other time.

Trump teases 
2024 run at White 
House Christmas 
party
Washington: US President Don-
ald Trump teased running again 
for president in 2024 as he hosted 
a holiday reception at the White 
House on Tuesday evening.

“It’s been an amazing four 
years,” Trump told the crowd, 
which included many Repub-
lican National Committee 
members. “We’re trying to do 
another four years. Otherwise, 
I’ll see you in four years.”

The video of Trump’s ap-
pearance was streamed live on 
Facebook by one attendee, Pam 
Pollard, who is national commit-
teewoman for the Oklahoma GOP.

It showed dozens of people 
crammed into the Cross Hall 
of the White House state floor, 
standing closely together. Many 
seen in the video were not wear-
ing masks.

The Trumps began hosting 
holiday receptions this week, 
intent on celebrating a final sea-
son before Trump leaves office 
on January 20.

According to social media 
postings reviewed by The As-
sociated Press, the events have 
featured large crowds of often 
mask-less attendees gathered 
indoors — violating the very 
public health guidance the US 
government has pressed the 
nation to follow this holiday 
season as cases of Covid-19 sky-
rocket across the country.

In the video, Trump is heard 
continuing to air baseless allega-
tions of election fraud to explain 
his defeat by President-elect 
Joe Biden despite his attorney 
general, William Barr, telling the 
AP earlier on Tuesday that the 
Justice Department had not un-
covered evidence of widespread 
voter fraud and had seen nothing 
that would change the outcome of 
the 2020 presidential election.

SAD DEMISE 

With profound and sorrow it is in-
formed that Ghulam Qadir Dhobi S/o 
Mohd Sultan Dhobi R/o Dhobi Mo-
halla, Shalimar Srinagar passed away 
on December 1st , 2020 after  brief 
illness.
The Fateh Khawani will be held on 4th 
of December 2020 (Friday) at his an-
cestral graveyard  Shalimar, Srinagar. 

BEREAVED
Farooq Ahmed Dhobi and 

Javaid Ahmed Dhobi (Sons)
 (7006953230/9697097151)	
NOTE:  Ladies are requested 
that they will not bring any kind 
of belongings with them. in
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Farmers’ protest leads 
to closure of key route 
on Noida-Delhi border
Police advised 
commuters to avoid 
using Chilla route, 
take DND or Kalindi 
Kunj route
Farmers protesting against the new 
farm laws continued their sit-in at 
the Noida-Delhi border for the sec-
ond day on Wednesday, leading to 
closure of a key route that connects 
Uttar Pradesh with the national 
capital.

The Noida Traffic Police has 
advised commuters travelling to 
Delhi to avoid using the Chilla 
route and instead take the DND or 
Kalindi Kunj route.

The farmers at the Delhi-Noida 
border belong to various districts 
of western Uttar Pradesh and want 
to reach the national capital to join 
the bigger stir launched by farmers 
of Punjab and Haryana against the 
Centre’s agriculture reform laws.

“The Chilla route is obstructed 
due to the farmers’ sit-in demon-
stration at the Noida-Delhi border. 
Kindly use alternative routes (DND 
or Kalindi Kunj) to reach your des-
tination,” the Noida Traffic Police 
tweeted. Hundreds of farmers affil-
iated to the Bharatiya Kisan Union 
and other groups had gathered at 
the border on Tuesday evening 
where heavy security has been 
deployed on both Noida and Delhi 
sides, which has prevented them 
from proceeding further.

New Delhi: Coming forward 
in support of agitating farmers, 
transporters’ apex body AIMTC 
on Wednesday threatened to halt 
operations in northern India from 
December 8 if the government fails 
to address concerns of the farming 
community.

The All India Motor Transport 
Congress (AIMTC) is the apex body 
of transporters, representing about 
95 lakh truckers and other entities.

“AIMTC has already extended 
its support to the farmer agitation 
from day one. We have decided on 
stopping our operations strategi-
cally starting from North India and 
if the government does not address 
the issue of the farmers then we 
may decide to go for shutting down 
of transport operations nationwide 
in their support,” AIMTC President 
Kultaran Singh Atwal said.

Atwal said the road transport fra-
ternity of the country has extended 
its full support to farmers who are 
‘ann daata’ (food providers).

AIMTC Core Committee 
Chairman Bal Malkit Singh told PTI, 
“Starting December 8, we will halt 
the movement of supplies in entire 
North India including Delhi, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. We will then escalate it 
to entire country if the government 
fails to address their issues.”

The AIMTC, in a statement, said 

the farmers are fighting for their le-
gitimate rights and over 70 per cent 
of the rural households depend on 
agriculture.

Entire North India is affected and 
thousands of trucks carrying food, 
vegetables and other perishable and 
non-perishable items coming from 
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu and Kashmir are impacted, 
it said. AIMTC supports the farm-
ers as 65 per cent of the trucks are 
engaged in carrying farm produce, 
it added.

“At present it is the season of 
apples, which are getting wasted. 
Apart from that potatoes, onions 
and other fruits and vegetables as 
well as other essential commodi-
ties like medicines, milk etc too 
(are) stuck up as their movement 
is disrupted, which is leading to 
their shortage in Delhi and in other 
northern states,” the statement said.

The situation will worsen in the 
days to come, unless the government 
take prudent and pragmatic steps to 
resolve farmers’ concerns, it said.

“The government must treat 
the farmers with dignity and allay 
their apprehensions on the farm 
Acts. We wholeheartedly support 
the cause of the farmers and look 
forward to a peaceful and amicable 
resolution of their issues raised by 
the Government,” it said.

Transporters threaten to halt North 
India ops to support farmers’ protest

SC Directs Centre To Install CCTV 
Cameras In Offices Of CBI, ED & NIA

Shiv Sena Asks Centre To Ban 
Use Of Loudspeakers In Mosques

New Delhi, Dec 2: The Supreme 
Court directed the Centre on 
Wednesday to install CCTV cameras 
and recording equipment at the of-
fices of investigating agencies, in-
cluding the CBI, the ED and National 
Investigation Agency (NIA), which 
conduct interrogations and have the 
power of arrest.

A bench headed by Justice R F 
Nariman said that states and Union 
Territories (UTs) should ensure that 
CCTV cameras are installed at each 
and every police station, making 
them imperative at all entry and exit 
points, main gate, all lock-ups, all 
corridors, lobby and reception area as 
also areas outside the lock-up room.

The apex court, which had earlier 
ordered installation of CCTV cameras 
in police stations to check human 
rights abuses, said that as most of the 
probe agencies including Narcotics 
Control Bureau, Department of 
Revenue Intelligence and Serious 
Fraud Investigation Office carry out 

interrogation in their offices, CCTVs 
be “compulsorily installed” in all of-
fices where such questioning takes 
place and accused are kept.

It said the CCTV systems must be 
equipped with night vision and have 
audio as well as video footage and it 
shall be mandatory for the Centre, 
states and UTs to purchase such sys-
tem which allows storage of data for 
maximum period possible, and in 
any case not below one year.

“In addition, the Union of India is 
also directed to install CCTV cam-
eras and recording equipment in 
the offices of: Central Bureau of 
Investigation, National Investigation 
Agency, Enforcement Directorate, 
Narcotics Control Bureau, Department 
of Revenue Intelligence, Serious Fraud 
Investigation Office (SFIO), any other 
agency which carries out interroga-
tions and has the power of arrest,” said 
the bench, also comprising Justices K 
M Joseph and Aniruddha Bose.

“As most of these agencies carry 

out interrogation in their office(s), 
CCTVs shall be compulsorily installed 
in all offices where such interroga-
tion and holding of accused takes 
place in the same manner as it would 
in a police station,” the bench said in 
its order.

The top court said that in 
September this year, it had implead-
ed all the states and UTs in the mat-
ter to find out the exact position of 
CCTV cameras in each police station 
as well as constitution of Oversight 
Committees in accordance with the 
April 3, 2018 order.

The apex court, while dealing with 
a matter related to custodial torture, 
had in July this year taken note of a 
2017 case in which it had ordered in-
stallation of CCTV cameras in all the 
police stations to check human rights 
abuses, videography of crime scene 
and setting up of a Central Oversight 
Committee and such a panel in every 
states and Union Territory. PTI ABA 
MNL SJK SA.— PTI

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena has asked 
the Centre to take steps to stop the 
use of loudspeakers in mosques to 
curb noise pollution. An editorial in 
Sena mouthpiece “Saamana” said the 
issue is of noise pollution and envi-
ronment protection.

“The Centre should promulgate an 
ordinance to stop loudspeakers on 
mosques to prevent noise pollution,” 
it said.

The comments came amid a row 
over Shiv Sena’s Mumbai-South 
vibhag pramukh (division head) 
Pandurang Sakpal’s suggestion of 
holding an “Azaan” recital competi-
tion for Muslim children.

The editorial said the BJP’s criti-
cism of the Sena leader praising 
“Azaan” was similar to describ-
ing farmers agitating (against new 
farm laws) on the Delhi borders as 

“Pakistani terrorists.”
It said most of the agitating farm-

ers are former soldiers or those 
whose children are defending the 
country’s borders now.

“What to expect from these peo-
ple who call the farmers terrorists. 
Trolls say the Shiv Sena has given 
up Hindutva, but pictures of them 

(BJP leaders) eating Eid delicacies are 
published,” the Marathi publication 
said.

“We don’t want to politicise this 
because the country’s 22 crore 
Muslims are Indian citizens,” it 
added.

It also said even though a law has 
been passed against cow slaughter, 
its sale, purchase and consumption 
is legal in the BJP-ruled states of 
Goaand North East.

“If this is not appeasement for 
votes, then what it is?” the editorial 
asked.

Defending Sena leader Sakpal, the 
editorial said he had only suggested 
to a Muslim foundation to hold an 
online “Azaan” competition so that 
people don’t crowd outside, and cel-
ebrate rituals and festivals digitally 
from home.

Honey sold by major brands in India 
adulterated with sugar syrup: CSE
Honey sold by several major brands 
in India has been found adulterated 
with sugar syrup, the environment 
watchdog CSE claimed Wednesday.

Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) food researchers 
selected 13 top and smaller brands 
of processed and raw honey being 
sold in India to check their purity.

They found 77 per cent of the 
samples adulterated with the ad-
dition of sugar syrup. Out of the 22 
samples checked, only five passed 
all the tests.

“Honey samples from leading 
brands such as Dabur, Patanjali, 
Baidyanath, Zandu, Hitkari and 
Apis Himalaya, all failed the NMR 
(Nuclear Magnetic Resonance) test,” 
the study said.

There was no immediate reply 
to queries mailed to Dabur, Emami 
(Zandu) and Patanjali on the CSE 
findings, while spokespersons for 
Baidyanath and other companies 
couldn’t be contacted immediately.

Samples of these brands were first 
tested at the Centre for Analysis and 
Learning in Livestock and Food (CALF) 
at the National Dairy Development 
Board (NDDB) in Gujarat.

According to the Centre for 
Science and Environment, almost 
all the top brands passed the tests 
of purity, while a few smaller brands 
failed the tests to detect C4 sugar--it 

is the basic adulteration using cane 
sugar.

“But when the same brands were 
tested using Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance (NMR) laboratory tests 
currently being used globally to 
check for such modified sugar syr-
ups almost all big and small brands 
failed. Out of the 13 brands tests, 
only three passed the NMR test, 
which was done by a specialised 
laboratory in Germany,” it claimed.

“What we found was shocking. It 
shows how the business of adultera-
tion has evolved so that it can pass 
the stipulated tests in India. Our 
concern is not just that the honey 
we eat is adulterated, but that this 
adulteration is difficult to catch. In 
fact, we have found that the sugar 
syrups are designed so that they can 
go undetected,” said Amit Khurana, 
programme director of CSE’s Food 
Safety and Toxins team.

The CSE also claimed that it 
tracked down Chinese trade por-
tals which were advertising fruc-
tose syrup that can bypass tests to 
check adulteration. It also found 
that the same Chinese companies 
that advertised this fructose syrup 
that can beat C3 and C4 tests were 
also exported to India. CSE director 
general Sunita Narain said they then 
conducted an undercover operation 
to find out more.

“Chinese companies informed 
CSE that even if 50-80 per cent of 
the honey is adulterated with syrup, 
it would pass all stipulated tests. A 
sample of the syrup that can bypass 
tests was then sent by the Chinese 
company as paint pigment to get 
through customs,” she claimed.

We are consuming honey more of 
it to fight the pandemic. But honey 
adulterated with sugar will not 
make us well. It will, in fact, make us 
even more vulnerable. On the other 
hand, what should also concern us 
is that the loss of bees will lead to 
a collapse of our food system bees 
are critical for pollination; if honey 
is adulterated, then not only do we 
lose our health, but also the produc-
tivity of our agriculture,” she said.

Narain said it is time to outwit the 
business of adulteration.

“We need to strengthen enforce-
ment in India through public test-
ing so that companies are held re-
sponsible. The government should 
get samples tested using advanced 
technologies and make this infor-
mation public so that consumers are 
aware and our health is not compro-
mised. It will also hold companies 
responsible,” Narain said.

“Ensure that every honey com-
pany is required to trace back the 
origins of the honey from the bee-
keeper to the hive,” she added.

Ex-HC judge 
Karnan arrested 
for objectionable 
comments on 
judiciary
Accused of releasing 
offensive videos/
posts and threats of 
sexual violence against 
judiciary officials

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu Police 
on Wednesday arrested retired 
High Court Judge, Justice CS 
Karnan, in connection with the re-
lease on the social media offensive 
videos/posts with “objectionable 
comments and threats of sexual 
violence against judicial officials 
and their family members”.

Karnan had allegedly released 
the said videos, after which sev-
eral lawyers had written to the 
Chief Justice of India against him. 
The apex court had asked them to 
approach appropriate authorities.

In October, the Cyber Crime 
Wing of Chennai Police had regis-
tered a case against Karnan.

The complaint was filed by a 
non-practising advocate S Devika, 
a non-aggrieved party, and 
Karnan’s contention was that only 
an aggrieved party can file a com-
plaint against any person.

Nevertheless, Karnan had ap-
peared before the police for 
inquiry.

Meanwhile, a case was filed in 
the Madras High Court to register 
a case against him.

It may be recalled that when 
Karnan was a Judge in the Calcutta 
High Court, he was sentenced 
to six-month jail for contempt 
of court in 2017 by the Supreme 
Court. He was arrested by the 
Kolkata Police and served his jail 
term. —IANS

Ex-girlfriend chops hair, 
pours super glue into eyes of 
boyfriend’s bride in Bihar

Patna: There’s no fury greater on earth than 
woman scorned. Angry over her lover choosing 
another for his wife, a girl in Bihar’s Nalanda 
district poured Fevi kwik, a super glue, into the 
eyes of the new bride after chopping off her 
hair.

The incident was reported late Tuesday, 
Mohamad Shibli Nomani, Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO) of Bihar Sarif confirmed the 
incident.

The girl was angry over the marriage of her 
boyfriend Gopal Ram. The wedding was in ad-
joining Shekhpura district on December 1.

After the marriage ceremony, Gopal Ram re-
turned to his Mora Talab village with wife and 
other relatives in tow, the officer from Bhagan 
Bigha police station said.

The jilted lover, who was also a friend of Gopal 

Ram’s sister, managed a friendly entry into the 
house. With most of the family members tired 
and falling asleep, she entered into the bedroom 
and chopped off the hair of the newly wed girl, 
then poured Fevi kwik into her eyes.

The victim screamed in pain that awakened 
the other family members. They managed to 
catch the girl as she was trying to escape.

She was beaten up and held hostage through 
the night. When police reached at the spot, they 
handed her over.

“The victim is currently admitted in Sadar hos-
pital in Bihar Sharif with severe burn injury. She 
could lose her eye sight. Her condition is stable at 
the moment,” an official said.

Following the incident, situation remained 
tense in the village. Police is camping there to re-
store normalcy. —IANS

A group of boatmen extracting sand from river Jhelum in Sumbal area of Bandipora district on Wednesday. —KO Photo: Abid Bhat


