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Car Plunges 
Into Chenab River, 
2 Killed
Jammu: A day after a vehicle 
rolled down into river Chenab 
in Ramban district, the police 
on Tuesday said that two 
persons onboard it have been 
killed and efforts are ongo-
ing to retrieve their bodies 
from the vehicle (Mahindra 
Bolero).

The vehicle plunged into 
the fast-flowing water body 
last night near Mehar area 
along the Jammu-Srinagar 
highway and only one of its 
wheels was visible. Soon 
a rescue operation was 
launched, reported news 
agency GNS.

SSP Ramban Haseeb-Ul-
Rahman, who is overseeing 
the rescue operation, said 
that efforts are underway 
to pull out the vehicle and 
retrieve the bodies. Both of 
them are said to be locals 
from the Ramban district. 

Army Commanders 
Call On LG
Jammu: Two senior army 
commanders on Tuesday dis-
cussed the security situation 
in the Union Territory with 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha.

Lieutenant General, 
Upendra Dwivedi, Corps Com-
mander, 9 Corps, and Major 
General, Vijay B Nair, GoC 26 
Infantry Division on Tuesday 
called on the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha here 
at Raj Bhavan, an official 
spokesperson said.

The two army command-
ers, he said briefed the LG 
about the security situation 
in the area of their responsi-
bility and further discussed 
various important issues 
relating to the overall security 
environment in the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir.

“The LG emphasized the 
need for constant alertness 
and synergy among various 
security agencies to effec-
tively deal with any emergent 
situation in a coordinated 
manner,” the official spokes-
person said. 

The LG, he said lauded the 
role being played by the state 
forces for ensuring a safe and 
secure environment for the 
people.

Dr Kalbe Sadiq 
No More
Lucknow: Vice-president of 
All India Muslim Personal Law 
Board and prominent Muslim 
cleric Maulana Dr Kalbe Sadiq 
passed away here on Tuesday 
night after a long spell of 
illness.

The 83-year-old was admit-
ted to the ICU of a private 
hospital here last week after 
suffering from pneumonia.

Dr Sadiq was an Islamic 
scholar, reformer, education-
ist and preacher.

Children more willing 
to punish if wrongdoer is 
‘taught a lesson’: Study

Gupkar Alliance’s Rise and 
Capitulation: A Characteristic of 
Kashmir’s Political History
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 Roshni Scam Returns To Haunt J&K Mantris, Babus

Govt Names Farooq, Omar, 
Drabu As Beneficiaries

Maulana 
Abbas Ansari 

Bereaved
Srinagar: Wife of veteran 
political and religious leader 
Maulana Muhammad Abbas 
Ansari passed away here on 
Tuesday. She was unwell for 
some time and breathed her 
last at SKIM’s Soura at 8 A.M 
on Tuesday.

A large number of people 
joined the funeral prayers of 
the well known pious lady who 
had resolutely stood behind her 
husband during his struggles. 
She was laid to rest at Gulistan-
e-Baba Mazar, Srinagar at noon 
time. Besides her husband the 
deceased has left behind three 
daughters and two sons Nasir 
Ansari and Maulana Masroor 
Ansari. She was mother in law 
of Syed Gazanfar Ali, Abrar 
Hussain and senior journalist 
Sajjad Haider.

Family sources said the 
condolence will be received 
at their residence Khanqah-
e-Sokhta, Nawa Kadal for next 
three days and 4th day Fateha 
shall be offered at her resting 
place at 7.30 AM on Friday. 

No congregational Fateha is 
slated because of the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Weather To Improve 
From Tomorrow: MeT

Banihal Highway 
Reopens For Traffic
Srinagar: The traffic was on 
Tuesday restored on 270-km-
long Srinagar-Jammu highway, 
which connects Kashmir val-
ley with rest of the country, 
after remaining suspended 
on Monday due to landslides, 
shooting stones and slippery 
road conditions following fresh 
snowfall and rain.

Meanwhile, historic 86-km-
long Mughal road, connecting 
Shopian in south Kashmir 
with Rajouri and Poonch in 
Jammu region, remained 
closed since Monday morning 
following slippery road condi-
tions due to fresh snowfall.

“Kashmir highway was re-
opened for one-way traffic on 
Tuesday after remaining closed 
on Monday,” said a traffic po-
lice official.

He said traffic will ply from 
Jammu to Srinagar. “About 250 
to 300 Kashmir-bound vehicles, 
which were stranded at vari-
ous places on the highway on 
Monday, were also on the way 
to the valley,” he added. Traffic 
was suspended 

Jammu: Former chief minis-
ters Farooq Abdullah and Omar 
Abdullah have been named by the 
Jammu and Kashmir administra-
tion in a list which alleges that 
their residential house in Jammu 
is built over illegally-possessed 
land, a charge denied by the fa-
ther-son duo.

The administration of the union 
territory as directed by the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court to make 
public land given under the contro-
versial Roshni land scheme, since 
scrapped by a court, came out with 
the list of beneficiaries. On Tuesday, 
it came out with a list of those who 
had allegedly encroached land other 
than those given under the scheme.

The list also highlighted the 
headquarters of their National 
Conference in both Srinagar and 
Jammu were legalised under the 
controversial Roshni Act.

Displaying the lists on its web-
site - one showing encroached 
land outside Roshni Act, the divi-
sional administration Jammu re-
vealed that the residential house 
of the Abdullahs, build over an area 
of nearly an acre at Sunjwan, is 

encroached state land (physically 
encroached but not shown in rev-
enue record) other than Roshi Act.

Reacting to the fresh list, party 
vice president Omar Abdullah said, 
“The news attributing to sources 
that Dr Farooq Abdullah is a benefi-
ciary of the Roshni Act is completely 
false and is being spread with a 
malicious intent. Both his houses at 
Jammu and Srinagar have nothing 
to do with the said Act.

“Dr Farooq Abdullah has NOT 
availed of the Roshni Scheme for 
either his residence in Srinagar or 
in Jammu and any one who says 
otherwise is lying. The fact that they 
are using sources to plant this story 
shows that it has no legs to stand 
on,” Omar said.

The house of senior Abdullah was 
built in late 1990s for which timber 
was allocated from the government 
depots, which is issued only after 
furnishing all revenue records, of-
ficials in the know said.

Earlier, three former ministers, 
several politicians and a former bu-
reaucrat figured in the list of benefi-
ciaries who have availed land under 
now scrapped Roshni 

Dr Farooq Not A 
Beneficiary: NC
Srinagar: National Con-
ference on Tuesday said 
that party’s president and 
former three-time chief 
minister of the erstwhile 
state of J&K was not a ben-
eficiary of Roshni Scheme.

‘Conscious Loot’ 
By Powerful 
People: BJP
New Delhi: Accusing 
Congress and National 
Conference leaders of 
encroaching large tracts 
of government and forest 
land in Jammu and Kash-
mir, senior BJP leader 
and Union 
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Srinagar: The Meteorological de-
partment predicted dry weather 
conditions in Jammu and Kashmir 
from Thursday, even as many plac-
es in the Union Territory received 
intermittent snowfall and rains for 
the second day on Tuesday.

Most of the higher reaches of the 
valley received moderate to heavy 
snowfall over the past 36 hours, 
while many areas in the plains ex-
perienced light snowfall and rains, a 
MET official said.

He said intermittent snowfall and 
rains continued at many places on 
Tuesday. The famous ski-resort of 
Gulmarg in north Kashmir recorded 
seven inches of fresh snowfall dur-
ing the night, while Pahalgam tour-
ist resort in south Kashmir recorded 
six inches of snow, the official said.

There are reports of snowfall in 
other areas in the higher reaches, in-
cluding the Sonamarg-Zojila axis on 
the Srinagar-Leh road which connects 
the valley with Ladakh, he said. The 
road was closed for traffic on Monday.

The MET Office has said inter-
mittent light to moderate rain/
snow, with isolated heavy falls in 
the higher reaches, will continue till 
Wednesday afternoon. The weath-
er is likely to improve afterwards 
and stay dry for a few days from 
Thursday.

Vote Us For The Sake Of 
Special Status: Dr Farooq
Srinagar: National Conference 
(NC) president Farooq Abdullah 
on Tuesday appealed to the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir 
to vote for the candidates of the 
People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration (PAGD) in the District 
Development Council (DDC) 
polls beginning on Saturday.

In a video released by the 
PAGD, Abdullah, who is under 
self-isolation after a member of his house-
hold staff tested positive for COVID-19, 
urged the people to ensure the victory of 
the alliance candidates by huge margins so 
that it succeeds in its aim of restoration of 
the special status of Jammu and Kashmir 
which was revoked by the Centre in August 
last year.

My countrymen, the election bugle has 
been sounded. I appeal to you to vote only for 
the alliance candidates. The others, who are 

saying they are also alliance can-
didates, are not of the alliance, but 
its enemies, Abdullah, who is also 
the president of the PAGD, said.

If we have to succeed, then 
you should vote only for the al-
liance. This alliance was formed 
to restore our identity, restore 
statehood and that which was 
taken away from us the Articles 
370 and 35-A. We have come 

together to keep this state united,” he said.
The PAGD has announced a seat-sharing 

arrangement between the constituent par-
ties which are contesting the polls on their 
respective symbols.

So, I appeal to you not to vote for anyone 
else and come out in large numbers to vote 
for the alliance candidates. I appeal to you 
to ensure the victory of the alliance candi-
dates by huge margins. I hope you will pay 
heed to our appeal, Abdullah said. —PTI

DDC
Polls

High Court Dismisses Plea 
Challenging SMC Mayor’s Poll

Corona Claims 10 
More Lives In J&K

Srinagar: At least ten more people 
succumbed to coronavirus infection in 
Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday, tak-
ing the number of virus related fatali-
ties across the Union Territory to 1651.

In Kashmir Valley, six more people 
lost their lives to Covid-19, while in 
Jammu division four more people 
succumbed to the deadly infection, 
officials said Monday. 

Observer Monitoring Desk
8 Security Men Among 
431 New Cases
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported on Tuesday 431 fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus, including eight 
security men, two minors and sixteen 
travelers, taking the total number of 
people infected by the virus in the 
Union Territory to 107330.  More On P2

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court on Tuesday dismissed an appli-
cation, seeking a stay on the notifica-
tion for election of Mayor Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation.

Two persons from National 
Conference—Nuzrat Ara and Ali 
Mohammad Tantray, claiming to be con-
testing for Councilor in the by-elections 
of the Municipal Corporation, had filed 
the petition to challenge notification is-
sued by the Secretary Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation Srinagar for the Mayor’s 
election scheduled on Wednesday 
(August 25). 

“Looked from any angle, the 

contentions raised on behalf of the peti-
tioners to stay the operation of the im-
pugned Notification and consequently 
the process for holding the election of 
Mayor cannot prima facie sustain in the 
eyes of law,” a bench of Justice Puneet 
Gupta said and dismissed the plea being 
without merit, as per an order.

Among others, the petitioners had 
contended that the notification was in 
violation of the Municipal Corporation 
Act and the Rules as well as in viola-
tion of the Model Code of Conduct as 
the elections are being held for Urban 
Local Bodies including Municipal 
Corporations.

Election Today
Srinagar: After remaining 
vacant for more than five 
months, Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation (SMC) is holding 
election for the post of Mayor 
on Wednesday. The voting 
will take place on Wednesday 
at 11:00 AM onwards.
Pertinently, the seat fell 
vacant after former Mayor 
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Israeli PM Flew To Saudi 
Arabia, Met Crown 
Prince: Reports
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Govt Names ...
Act or encroached state land for residential or 
commercial purposes.

The lists were made public by the divisional 
administration, both in Kashmir and Jammu 
regions, in accordance with the October 9 directive 
of the high court which declared the Roshni Act 
“illegal, unconstitutional and unsustainable” and 
ordered a CBI probe into the allotment of the land 
under this law.

Issuing the first list of 35 beneficiaries who 
included former finance minister Haseeb Drabu 
and some top hoteliers and a former bureaucrat, 
the divisional administration Kashmir showed 
that National Conference headquarters, several 
hotels and over a dozen commercial buildings at 
prime locations in and around Lal Chowk have 
been regularized under the act.

Majority of the beneficiaries including Drabu 
and his wife have one Kanal of land under 
residential use, while Congress leader K K Amla 
is the owner of Broadway hotel and prominent 
businessman Mushtaq Ahmad Chaya owns a guest 
house and a hotel.

On November 1, the Union Territory government 
cancelled all land transfers that took place under 
the JK State Land (Vesting of Ownership to the 
Occupants) Act, 2001 - also known as the Roshni 
Act - under which 2.5 lakh acres of land was to be 
transferred to the existing occupants.

The principal secretary and revenue department 
has been asked to work out a plan to retrieve large 
tracts of state land vested under the Act. According 
to the high court order, a total of 6,04,602 kanals 
(75,575 acres) of state land had been regularised and 
transferred to the occupants. This included 5,71,210 
kanals (71,401 acres) in Jammu and 33,392 kanals 
(4174 acres) in the Kashmir province.

“Principal Secretary to government, Revenue 
Department shall also work out the modalities 
and plan to evict encroachers from such State 
Land and retrieve the State land within a period 
of six months. Principal Secretary to Government, 
Revenue Department shall work out modalities 
for handling the money received for these lands 
after annulment,” the JK government had said in 
a statement.

According to the order, complete identities 
of influential persons, including ministers, 
legislators, bureaucrats, government officials, 
police officers and businessmen, their relatives 
or persons holding benami for them, who have 
derived benefit under the Roshni Act will be made 
public within a period of one month.

Mohammad Shafi Pandit and his wife own two 
residential houses in the prime location of the city, 
the document said, adding a total of over eight 
acres of land was vested to the beneficiaries, who 
also included several other relatives of Drabu.

In Jammu region, two separate lists were 
displayed by divisional administration Jammu on 
its website -- one related to Roshi Act and the other 
showing encroached land outside Roshni Act.

Among the beneficiaries of the encroached state 
land of about three and a half acres in Bahu Tehsil 
(Physically Encroached but not shown in Revenue 
Record), the list included former ministers Sajjad 
Kitchloo (National Conference) and Abdul Majid Wani 
(Congress), NC leaders Syed Akhoon, and Aslam Goni 
and former chairman of JK bank M Y Khan.

Another list of 383 people, belonging to majority 
community, were shown under possession of over 
483 acres of encroached land in Maria Mandrian 
tehsil of Jammu district, while 854 beneficiaries 
having possession of over 370 acres in Jammu 
south and 15 others in Jammu west.

Under the Roshni Act, two retired 
superintendents of police Shiv Kumar Singh and 
Mani Lal were among 10 beneficiaries in Bahu 
tehsil. The list included government employees 
and businessmen and the total land involved is 
about over five acres.

As many as 419 people, mostly farmers 
belonging to majority community, have been 
vested powers of 405 acres of agriculture land 
under Roshni act in Khour tehsil and 97 others in 
Nazool tehsil over over four acres of land, the list 
highlighted.

The Jammu and Kashmir state lands (vesting 
of ownership to the occupants) act was enacted 
in the year 2001 with the twin objective of 
generating resources for financing power projects 
and conferment of proprietary rights to the 
occupants of the state land.

The act popularly called as Roshni scheme initially 
envisaged conferment of proprietary rights of 
around 20.55 lakh Kanals (102750 hectares) to the 
occupants of which only 15.85 per cent land was 
approved for vesting of ownership rights.

The scheme was finally repealed by the then 
governor Satya Pal Malik on November 28, 2018.

Amid reports about its widespread misuse, the 
entire legislation was challenged before the JK high 
court, in a public interest litigation, wherein the 
court besides staying the proceedings under the 
said act also directed that neither the occupants 
having been conferred upon the ownership rights 
shall sell these lands nor can raise constructions 
on such lands.

In 2014, however, the Comptroller and Auditor 
General had estimated that only Rs 76 crore had 
been raised from the transfer of encroached land 
between 2007 and 2013. —PTI

‘Conscious Loot’ ...
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on Tuesday 

demanded a thorough probe into the alleged 
‘Roshni scam’.

He said that names of several top politicians, 
including NC leader Farooq Abdullah and former 
state ministers from the Congress and the NC have 
come to the fore for allegedly benefiting from the 
Roshni Act, which has since been struck down by 
the Jammu and Kashmir High Court.

The Jammu and Kashmir State Land (Vesting 
of Ownership to the Occupants) Act, 2001 is also 
known as the Roshni Act.

“There was a conscious loot by powerful people 
of forest land and getting benefits under the Roshni 
Act, which has been declared unconstitutional by 
the high court,” Prasad told reporters.

The Union minister said it is the lowest ebb in 
a democratic polity. “We condemn it outright,” he 
added.

Demanding a thorough probe, Prasad said the 
land should be taken back from the beneficiaries 
as directed by the high court.

He said while declaring the law unconstitutional, 
the Jammu and Kashmir High Court had said that 
the names of people who had acquired land under 
the Act be listed and made public.

“Names of various politicians of the state have 
appeared in that list,” he said, naming former chief 
minister Farooq Abdullah, his sister and various 
Congress and NC leaders including Haseeb Drabu, 
Majid Wani and Sajjad Kichloo.

It is very unfortunate that key leaders of Jammu 
and Kashmir including Farooq Abdullah used 
their influence and power for “land grabbing and 
appropriated government land,” he said.

However, Abdullah’s son and former chief 
minister Omar Abdullah, while reacting to the list, 
denied that his father benefited from the Roshni Act.

Election Today ...
Junaid Azim Mattu was removed as the Srinagar 

Municipal Corporation (SMC) mayor after he lost a 
no-confidence motion moved against him on June 
16 this year. (KDC)

Dr Farooq Not A ...
A party spokesperson said that the news 
attributing to sources that party President and MP 
Srinagar Dr Farooq Abdullah is a beneficiary of the 
Roshni Scheme is completely false and is being 
spread with a malicious intent.

 “Dr Farooq Abdullah has NOT availed of the 
Roshni Scheme for either his residence in Srinagar 
or in Jammu and anyone who says otherwise is 
lying,” the NC spokesperson said.

 “The fact that they are using sources to plant 
this story shows that it has no legs to stand on,” 
he added.

Banihal Highway ...
on Monday afternoon on Srinagar-Jammu 
national highway due to slippery conditions and 
landslides, triggered by fresh snowfall and rain.

The historic Mughal road, connecting Shopian in 
south Kashmir with Rajouri and Poonch in Jammu 
region, remained closed for traffic for the second 
day due to fresh snowfall. Traffic on the road was 
recently restored after remaining suspended for 
four days due to snowfall.

“The road, seen as alternative to Srinagar-
Jammu highway, remained closed due to slippery 
conditions because of fresh snowfall on Monday,” 
he said. The road was being used to transport fresh 
fruit from Kashmir valley to different mandis, 
including Jammu after frequent closure of the 
highway this summer.

Traffic will be resumed only after weather 
improves and a green signal is received from 
traffic police civil administration officials posted at 
different places on the road, which remains closed 
for about six winter months due to heavy snowfall.

Corona Claims ...
Among the victims from the Valley, officials 
said, included a 70-year-old woman from Uri, 
a 64-year-old from Shopian and a 60-year-
old man from Kulgam besides three from 
Srinagar—a 69-year-old man from Zaina Kadal, 
a 60-year-old from Shuhama and a 79-year-old 
from Tengpora here.

The victims from Jammu division include one 
resident each from the winter capital of the J&K, 
Udhampur, Doda and Samba, they said. With these 
deaths, the total fatality count in the Valley has 
reached 1085 and 566 in the Jammu region.

Srinagar district with 408 deaths tops the 
list followed by Jammu (292), Baramulla (160), 
Budgam (99), Pulwama (86), Kupwara (81), 
Anantnag (77), Doda (53), Bandipora(50), Kulgam 
(50), Rajouri (49), Udhampur (43), Ganderbal (37), 
Shopian (37), Kathua (35), Samba (27), Poonch 
(22), Ramban (18), Kishtwar(16), and Reasi (9). 
(With GNS inputs)

8 Security Men ...
While 253 new cases were detected from Jammu 
division, the remaining 178 were confirmed by 
officials from the Kashmir valley, officials said.

Giving district-wise details, they said, Srinagar 
reported 84, Baramulla 18, Budgam 16, Pulwama 
19, Kupwara 14, Anantnag 2, Bandipora 7, Ganderbal 
12, Kulgam 3, Shopian 3, Jammu 122, Rajouri 3, 
Udhampur 37, Doda 14, Kathua 9, Poonch 11, Samba 
17, Kishtwar 16, Ramban 18 and Reasi 6.

Among the new cases included four soldiers 
from BB Cantt, three from BSF and one from CRPF 
besides two minors.

Moreover, officials said,  495 more patients 
have recovered and discharged from various 
hospitals 220 from Jammu Division and 275 from 
Kashmir Valley.

High Court ...
They also said that the election for Mayor was 
uncalled for when the by-elections for the 
Corporation are to be held in the month of 
December.

The authorities on the other hand said that 
there was no clause in the Model Code of Conduct, 
issued by the Chief Electoral Officer of the 
Jammu and Kashmir, which bars the Municipal 
Corporation to hold the election for the post of 
Mayor during the ongoing process of by-elections 
of Municipal Bodies.

The counsels appearing on behalf of the officials 
have referred to certain events and dates preceding 
the present Notification, under challenge, in order 
to bring home their contention that the election of 
Mayor cannot be delayed.

 “The Court need not go into those events as 
the same are not germane for disposal of the 
present application,” they said, adding, “The Court 
should not ordinarily come in the way of holding 
the election of the institutions like Local Bodies.” 
—Agencies
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5 Drug ‘Smugglers’ Held In Jammu
Jammu: Five narcotic smugglers were arrested after 60 kgs of drugs were re-
covered from their possession in Jammu district, officials said on Tuesday.

A police party intercepted a truck and on the search of the vehicle, 51 kgs of 
poppy and Rs 30,000 was recovered on Monday, they said.

Police arrested suspected drug smuggler Gurmeet Singh and seized his vehi-
cle. In another case, a police party intercepted a Punjab-bound truck at Jhajjar 
Kotli on the highway and during search of the vehicle, recovered 9 kgs of poppy at 
Suketar naka, they said. They apprehended two people identified as Tara Singh and 
Mewa Singh. A police party also intercepted a two-wheeler at Old Akhnoor bridge 
and apprehended two people identified as Ankush Verma and Dilawar Singh and re-
covered 80 gms of cannabis on Monday night, they said. A case has been registered.

Cardiac Arrest Kills Soldier In Kupwara
Srinagar: An army man died of cardiac arrest on Tuesday in north Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district. Sukhmangat Singh of army’s 7RR suffered a massive cardiac 
arrest on Tuesday morning at his camp in the frontier district, officials said. 
He was immediately rushed to a nearby hospital where doctors declared him 
dead on arrival. (KDC)

Employee Suspended For MCC Violation
Doda: A government employee on Tuesday was suspended in Doda district of 
Jammu and Kashmir for violating Model Code of Conduct (MCC) in place for 
the forthcoming District Development Council (DDC) polls.

A Rehbar-e- Janglat employee of forest Division Doda  was suspended by 
Nodal Officer Model Code of Conduct, Surat Singh (ADDC) after finding him 
involved in MCC violation, an official spokesperson said.

He said that the Programme Officer ICDS Doda has been directed to con-
duct a detailed inquiry into the matter and submit report within a week’s time. 
“During the period of suspension he shall remain attached in the office of Te-
hsildar Doda,” the official spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, the District Panchayat Election Officer Doda has warned the 
Government employees not to indulge in MCC violation and act as responsible 
government machinery for smooth conduct of DDC Elections and bye Elec-
tions of Sarpanchs/ panches and ULBs, he added.

3 Houses Gutted In Bandipora Fire
Srinagar: Three residential houses were damaged in a fire incident in north 
Kashmir district of Bandipora, official sources said here on Tuesday.

A fire broke out in a residential house in main town in Bandipora late on 
Monday evening. “Fire tenders were rushed to douse off the leaping flames, 
clearly visible from a distance,” they said. Before the fire was brought under 
control, it spread to nearby houses. Three residential houses were damaged 
in the mishap,” the sources said, adding no one was injured in the incident. 
Cause of the fire was not immediately known. A case has been registered and 
an investigation has been taken up to ascertain the cause of the mishap.

News   Digest

‘Intruder’s’ Body 
Returned To Pak
Jammu: Border Security Forces on Tuesday 
handed over the body of a 77-year-old man 
to Pakistan army at a flag meeting held 
along the international border in Samba 
district.

The septuagenarian identified as Ab-
dul Hamid son Rajdeen of Chaman Khurd 
Shakargarh Pakistan was killed in BSF 
firing when he crossed the border on No-
vember 23, officials said. 

A flag meeting was convened and the 
body of the elderly person was received by 
the Pakistan army, the officials added. 

SSP Samba Rajesh Sharma confirmed  
that the body of elderly man was handed to 
Pak troops during the flag meeting.

Polythene Ban

HC Seeks Personal Appearance 
Of Top Officials On Dec 1   
Srinagar:  Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court has sought personal 
appearance via video conferencing 
of top officials of various 
departments for failure to submit 
action taken report regarding 
prohibition on polythene in 
ecologically fragile J&K.

“In terms of orders dated 
23rd of October, 2020 and 10th 
of November,2020, we have 
passed certain directions to the 
respondents-authorities to file the 
action taken reports in the matter. 
As per the report of the Registry, 
no such report has been filed by 
any respondents,” a bench of Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice 
Puneet Gupta said in an order.

 “In view of the above, the 
Secretaries to Government, the 
Secretaries to Government, Jammu 
& Kashmir Housing & Urban 
Development Department; Tourism 
Department; Environment and 
Forest Department; Floriculture 
Department; Chief Executive 
Officers Pahalgam Development 
Authority, Gulmarg Development 
Authority, Sonamarg Development 
Authority and Patnitop 
Development Authority shall 
remain present through Video 
Conferencing,” the court said and 
posted the matter, a public interest 
litigation, for further consideration 
on December 1. 

On October 23 and November 
10, the High Court had asked the 
authorities to notify the public 
regarding the prohibitions and 
fines for carrying such material 
in ecologically fragile J&K and 
Ladakh. 

“A direction is issued to the 
Home Department, J&K State 
Pollution Control Board, Tourism 
Department, Floriculture 
Department, Environment 
and Forest Department and 
Housing and Urban Development 
Department to prepare proper 

publicity material which shall be 
posted in the electronic / print 
media as well as displayed on 
signages at all prominent places 
in Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
..notifying the public regarding 
the prohibitions and disclosing the 
liabilities which shall flow to the 
vehicle/owners for carrying such 
prohibited material including the 
financial liabilities/fines,” the 
court had said.

The court had passed the order 
while hearing an application seeks 
release of a vehicle (Truck) carrying 
prohibited material including 
polythene.

 “Inasmuch as Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh is an ecologically 
fragile area especially the tourism 
spots and the prohibition on 
polythene required to be strictly 
enforced, it is essential that the 
respondents give due publicity 
of the prohibition and apprise all 
vehicle owners and the public at 
large about the legal position,” the 
court had said.

Meanwhile, the court directed 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
Kathua to remain personally 
present through Video Conferencing 
regarding the related matter.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives

Ansari Motors attached 
for ‘ST default’ 
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The sales tax department today attacked M/s 
Ansari Motors, Sonawar, for alleged default’ in the payment 
of sales tax. The concern is owned by the former minister, 
Maulvi Iftikhar Husaain Ansari,his brother, Abid Hussain 

Ansari, and another family member. 
Quoting the deputy commissioner, sales tax (recovery), Kash-

mir division, an official handout said the attachment was carried 
out for default in the payment of sales tax of Rs 1.11 crore ending 
March 1994. In respect of the assess¬ment for 1994-95, 1995-96 and 
1996-97. It said, action was being taken separately in light of the 
directions of the Supreme Court. According to the handout, the sales 
tax department asked other defaulters to clear their outstandings. 
Immediately and save themselves from embarrass¬ment. The 
department appreciated the support extended by general public in 
its drive against the defaulters adding it would be taken to its logical 
end. 

Meanwhile, according to a CNS report, the owners of the 
company later broke open the locks put by the sales tax department 
officials and resumed their normal work. The department had 
sealed the office, showroom and workshop of ‘Highland Motors’ 
this morning and locked all the doors. Sources in the department 
alleged the former company, M/s Ansari Motors, owed a sales tax 
of Rs 1,11,56,000 to the government. Reacting to the action, a partner 
of the company, Abid An-sari, told Observer News Service, the 
government had com-mitted contempt of court by attach-ing the 
properties of ‘Highland Automobiles’ allegedly in violation of the 
supreme court directives. He said the apex court had quashed all the 
ex-parte assessments and or¬dered reassessment pending which the 
company had been asked to pay Rs 50 lakh. Ansari said he had paid 
over Rs 33 lakh in about six quarter-ly installments of Rs 5,60,594 
each on self-assessment under the amnesty scheme announced by 
the government. His persistent request to the authorities to imple-
ment the Supreme Court orders for fresh assess¬ment also did not 
bear fruit, he said, adding they attached our properties with the help 
of two companies of CRPF and without any prior notice. Ansari said 
he would launch contempt proceedings against the authorities. 

When contacted, the deputy commissioner, sales tax (recovery), 
Mushtaq Ahmad, told Observer News Service late this evening An-
sari Motors had run into arrears of sales tax for the period from 1988-
89 to 1993-94 to the extent of Rs 1.41 crore on the basis of assessment 
in which the company had cooperated. After tallying the adjust-
ment of Rs 29 Lakh, the arrears were reduced to Ra 1,11,56,000. The 
deputy commissioner said the first notice (dastak) was served to the 
company on October 16 this year, followed by reminders Oc¬tober 
31 and November 6. As they did not show any positive response, the 
department attached the properties during an operation carried out 
between noon and 2 pm today. He said Abid Ansari,who was present 
in the premises, identified the portions belonging to Ansari Motors 
on the basis of the documents with which he was confronted. He de-
nied this period of sales tax assessment was the subject of any court 
proceedings. Mushtaq said the department had assessed an¬other 
Rs 13 crore as sales tax arrears for the period 1994-95 to 1996-97. 
However, the amount was based on an ex-parte assessment against 
which the company had approached the Supreme Court. In March 
this year, he said, the apex court had directed de-novo (afresh) as-
sessment and restoration of its CST/GST registration. It also asked 
the firm to deposit Rs 50 lakh in two installments. 

Expressing his ignorance about the reported breaking open 
of loop by the firm to resume its normal work, Mush¬taq said, he 
would ascertain the facts tomorrow. However, he asserted no con-
tempt was made out in the matter. 

(KASHMIR OBSERVER, 25 NOVEMBER, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 44

ZUHR	 12: 17

ASR	 3:47

Magrib	 5:27
ISHA	 6:51

•	  1973 - 3 Palestinians hijack KLM B747 above Iraq, to Dubai.
•	 1979 - Israel returns Alma oilfields in Gulf of Suez to Egypt.
•	 1983 - Soyuz T-9 returns to Earth, 149 days after take-off.
•	 1983 - Syria &amp; Saudi Arabia announce cease-fire in PLO civil war in 

Tripoli.
•	 1983 - World’s greatest robbery 26 million pounds worth of gold, dia-

monds &amp; cash stolen from the Brink’s-Mat warehouse at Heathrow 
Airport, England.

•	 1986 - Iran-Contra affair erupts, President Reagan reveals secret arms 
deal.

•	 1987 - Supertyphoon Nina pummels the Philippines with category 5 winds 
of 165 mph and a surge that swallows entire villages. At least 1,036 deaths 
attributed to the storm.

•	 2005 - Polish Minister of National Defence Radek Sikorski opens Warsaw 
Pact archives to historians. Maps of possible nuclear strikes against West-
ern Europe, including nuclear annihilation of 43 Polish cities by Soviet-
controlled forces revealed.

•	 2007 - The first European Parliament election and a referendum on 
changing the voting system (called by the President and declared invalid 
because of insufficient turnout) were held in

•	 Romania.
•	 2009 - Flooding in Jeddah, Saudia Arabia; powerful storm brings 3 years’ 

worth of rain in 4 hours, killing over 150 people and sweeping thousands 
of cars away during Hajj.

•	 2011 - Sudden violent storms strike southern Sri Lanka, killing 27 people 
and drowning many fishermen caught by surprise. Thousands of homes 
lose their roofs and several more sustain damage. Landslides along with 
flooding was reported on the mainland.

•	 2012 - 16 people are killed and 44 injured after a wedding party bus plung-
es 300 ft down a gorge in India.

•	 2013 - 17 people are killed and 37 are wounded in a cafe bombing in Bagh-
dad, Iraq.

•	 2014 - US Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel resigns, ending nearly two years 
in the Pentagon’s top job.

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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Demise of Mrs Maulana Abbas 
Ansari Widely Condoled

S
rinagar: A large number of 
people joined funeral prayers 
of Mrs Maulana Abbas An-
sari here on Tuesday. She had 

passed away at SKIMS Soura after a 
brief illness.

Meanwhile Hurriyat Conference 
expressed deep grief and sorrow over 
her demise of the wife of its former 
Chairman and patron of Ittihadul 
Muslimeen. In a statement, APHC 
expressed condolence and solidarity 
with the octogenarian leader and his 
sons Maulana Masroor Abbas An-
sari, Nasir Abbas Ansari and other 
family members. The conglomerate 
paid tributes to the deceased and 
prayed for Jannat-ul-Firdous to the 
departed soul and for forbearance to 
the bereaved family to bear the ir-
reparable loss.

APHC termed it unfortunate that 
its Chairman Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr 
Moulvi Muhammad Umar Farooq 
could not participate in the Namaaz-
e-Janaazah of the deceased as he con-
tinues to be under house arrest since 
August 5, 2019. However, a delegation 
of Hurriyat Conference participated 
in the last rites of the deceased and 
expressed condolence to Maulana 
Abbas Ansari on behalf of Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq.

Apni Party president Syed Moham-

mad Altaf Bukhari and senior vice 
president Ghulam Hassan Mir also 
expressed deep shock and grief over 
the demise of the spouse of renowned 
politico-religious leader and scholar 
Maulana Mohammad Abbas Ansari. 

In a joint condolence message is-
sued here, the Apni Party leaders have 
prayed for eternal peace to the depart-
ed soul and courage to the bereaved 
family to bear this irreparable loss. 

They also extended solidarity with the 
bereaved family, friends, relatives and 
associates of Maulana and prayed for 
endurance to all of them to face this dif-
ficult time. 

-Sharie Shiayan and J&K Shia 
Association also condoled the de-
mise. Association President and 
Peoples Conference leader Imran 
Raza Ansari joined the funeral 
prayers. 

Kalbe Jawad calls 
on Bukhari

SRINAGAR, November 24: 
A delegation of scholars and 
activists led by prominent 
Shia cleric and scholar from 
Lucknow Moulana Syed Kal-
be Jawad Naqvi on Tuesday 
called on Apni Party presi-
dent Syed Mohammad Altaf 
Bukhari at his residence in 
Shiekhbagh Srinagar.

During the meeting that 
lasted for over an hour, Mou-
lana highlighted very signifi-
cant issues pertaining to the 
members of Shia Community 
in Jammu and Kashmir and 
solicited the intervention of 
Apni Party president for their 
resolution.

Moulana Jawad, who 
is also general secretary of 
Majlis-e-Ulama-e-Hind, comes 
from a family of scholars 
known as 'Khandaan-e-Ijtehad', 
and he enjoys considerable in-
fluence over the Shia Commu-
nity across the country.

Raising various problems 
faced by the Shia Community 
in J&K, Moulana observed that 

there is a dire need for estab-
lishment of a Shia Waqf Board 
in Jammu and Kashmir con-
sisting of the upright people 
who are known for their com-
mitment and integrity.

He also expressed serious 
concern over the rising unem-
ployment among Shia Com-
munity, lack of avenues for the 
families who depend on handi-
crafts, entrepreneurship fa-
cilities for its skilled youth and 
other issues of basic amenities 
in Shia localities across J&K.

Moulana also raised the is-
sue of imposing a blanket ban 
on all Muharram rituals and 
urged the Apni Party president 
to include the holistic socio-eco-
nomic development of the Shia 
Community in its manifesto.

Promising all possible 
help from his Party, Bukhari 
assured the delegation that

Apni Party would always 
raise and work to resolve the 
grievances and sufferings of 
the Shia Community living in 
different parts of J&K.

LG Presented Book 
On Indus Waters 

J
ammu, November 24: Authors - Ashok 
Motwani and Sant Kumar Sharma met the 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha here at 
the Raj Bhavan and presented their book 

titled “INDUS WATERS STORY”- Issues, Concerns & 
Perspectives.

Giving his views on the book, the Lt Governor 
observed that it is a vastly researched effort on the 
part of the authors providing a precise, balanced and 
comprehensive outlook on Indus Waters Treaty. This 
book stimulates the mind of the reader to understand 
the very important facets of the Indus Waters Treaty.

He complimented the authors Ashok Motwani 
and  Sant Kumar Sharma for coming out with this 
publication and making some of the important un-
known historical facts known to the people.

DC reviews Dastgir 
Sahab Urs arrangements
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 24: Deputy Commissioner, 
Srinagar, Dr Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Tuesday 
morning visited the shrine of Dastgeer Sahib at Sarai 
Bala to take stock of the arrangements made for the 
Urs of the revered saint Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir 
Jeelani (RA).

During the visit the DC sought details of ar-
rangements different departments have made for the 
annual Urs observation. He also interacted with the 
shrine management and local representatives of the 
area where the shrine is located.

Senior officers of line departments accompanied 
him on the occasion. The officers briefed the DC 
about the arrangements their respective depart-
ments have made to ensure smooth observance of 
the Urs.

DIPK-9492/20
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

Lingering stand-off

M
ilitary-level talks between India and 
China  to resolve their current stand-
off along the Line of Actual Control in 
Ladakh  have been deadlocked, for now. 

There are no fresh dates for the talks even though 
the two sides are busy  preparing for a fresh round of 
talks. The last round of talks, the eighth since June 
6, was held  on November 7. Following this round 
there were reports of three-step disengagement plan 
proposed by China; this would oblige the two sides to 
withdraw tanks and artillery to depth areas followed 
by withdrawal of troops of both sides. Subsequently 
they are supposed to hold talks for Indian troops 
to withdraw from the Kailash Range and heights 
around Chushul that were occupied in August. 

But there has been no progress on the plan since. There 
has also been criticism of the plan in India as its implemen-
tation is thought to require India to move back from what 
it claims as its own territory. The plan has thus found no 
favourable response from New Delhi. 

Meanwhile, there are reports that China is reinforcing 
its  positions in Ladakh.  It is building border infrastruc-
ture,  and laying fibre cables. It is also bringing  additional 
troops to man the friction points. Reports also say that  
Beijing is establishing additional military infrastructure 
all along the LAC opposite Uttrakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

Other reports have said China is upgrading and in-
stalling radars  along the  entire stretch of the LAC   from 
Ladakh to Sikkim region. If anything, it shows that China 
has no intention of withdrawing unless on its terms. It 
also doesn’t want to give up the over 1000 square kilome-
tres of land it has occupied. 

India wants China to go back to status quo ante 
as it existed in April  but Beijing is in no mood to do 
so. On the contrary, the People’s Liberation Army 
has enhanced its military profile on the border by 
deploying thousands of its soldiers and equipment. 
In recent years China has reportedly more than 
doubled its total number of air bases, air defence 
positions and heliports near the Indian border. This 
has now become a high stakes war of nerves be-
tween the two countries.

A pragmatic way out to resolve the lingering stand-off 
is through negotiations, even if it takes time. With winter 
already having set in it will be in the interest of both the 
countries to reach an understanding that also holds on the 
ground. But this can only happen if Beijing approaches the 
dialogue seriously.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Get ready for 
Oxford Vaccine 

I
n a world ravaged by the virus, hope, unsurprisingly, comes in 
the shape of a vial. The news that India is likely to receive the 
first contingent of Covid-19 vaccine developed by Oxford-As-
traZeneca in the first few months of the new year is certainly 

encouraging. This development has come among other welcome 
bulletins: the drugs developed by two other pharmaceutical firms, 
Pfizer and Moderna, have demonstrated an acceptable degree of ef-
ficacy against the coronavirus; the phase three trials of Covaxin, 
an indigenous drug, is also expected to begin soon.

But optimism cannot lead to complacency. The challenges that 
confront a country like India — burdened with a high, impover-
ished population and a rickety healthcare network — remain steep 
with respect to the Covid-19 vaccination programme. There are 
several areas of concern that the Centre must focus on with im-
mediate effect. The first would be the choice of the vaccine, given 
the possibility that not every medication is expected to provide the 
same kind of immunity. The selection of the vaccine must adhere 
to standards of effectiveness that have been substantiated by sci-
entific trials. It makes sense for India to opt for multiple sources 
while taking care to weed out spurious medication. The second — 
interconnected — challenge concerns the pricing of the vaccines. 
India’s wobbly economy — it has been dealt debilitating blows by 
the pandemic as well as by its ruling dispensation — dents New 
Delhi’s purchasing powers considerably, and it is likely that In-
dia would have to depend on collaborations with its international 
partners to make vaccines accessible and affordable for its large 
population. The G20’s recent pledge to make Covid-19 medication 
and testing universal and uniform must be followed up with firm, 
affirmative action. The other, equally formidable, obstacle relates 
to the scale of immunization in India. The Centre may stagger the 
distribution of the available vaccines with priority sectors — front-
line workers and vulnerable citizens — receiving the early doses. 
But the cleavages in India’s social fabric and the limited reach of 
healthcare are likely to lead to substantial exclusions. The govern-
ment must be mindful of ensuring that the vaccines eventually 
reach the most marginalized segments of society. These must in-
clude socially disadvantaged groups as well as minorities. India’s 
experiences of indigenous vaccination programmes for polio and 
tuberculosis could be beneficial in addressing possible gaps in this 
context. Finally, India must undertake the modernization of its 
drug storage and supply chain. Covid-19 is unlikely to be the last of 
the pandemics India and the world would see.

Telegraph India 
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women

E
very year 25th of November is 
celebrated as the International 
Day for the Elimination

of Violence against Wom-
en. The celebration of this day is based 
on 25th of November 1960, when Domin-
ican dictator Rafael Trujillo ordered for 
the assassination of the three Mirbal

sisters who were struggling against 
his dictatorship. From 1981, people 
struggling for the rights

of women started celebrating this 
day as Elimination of Violence against 
Women. On December

17, 1999, the date received its official 
United Nations resolution.

The main aim of celebrating this 
day is to raise awareness about the 
physical, mental and other forms of vio-
lence against women; providing every 
kind of security to them against this 
abuse and struggling for their rights. 
Celebrations start for sixteen days 
known as “16 Days of Activism” which 
end on 10th of December marking the 
World Day for Human Rights. 

It is ironical that despite this world 
wide movement women in different 

parts of the globe, as per the reports of 
United Nations, 33% women in world 
are subjected to physical and mental vi-
olence. One among every three women 
in world has to face physical or mental 
violence at least once in her

life. United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1820, declares sexual vio-
lence of women as a

serious crime against humanity 
however there are many countries in 
the world where people

committing this crime escape from 
punishment in one way or the other.  

Every year the occasion is marked with 
the organization  of strained confer-
ences in the majestic five star hotels, 
publication of colored appendixes in 
daily newspapers, otiose discussions in 
symposia and conferences and passing 
of new resolutions. When we check the 
ground realities, we find that all these 
things have become just result less nar-
rations and mere customs and the vio-
lence against women is increasing with 
every passing day.

Abid Hussain Rather
rather1294@gmail.com

Shehlat Maknoon 

O
n October 13, 2020, Mehbooba Mufti, the 
last chief minister of Jammu and Kash-
mir, was released from detention after 
14 months. A few days later, mainstream 

Kashmiri politicians came together to form the 
People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD). 
This declaration was signed a day before the ab-
rogation of Article 370 last August. It stated that 
“any modification, abrogation of Articles 370, un-
constitutional delimitation or trifurcation of the 
State would be an aggression against the people of 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.” In its first press 
conference, PAGD accused BJP of breaking the fed-
eral structure of India by abrogating the limited au-
tonomy of Jammu and Kashmir and subsequently 
downgrading it to a union territory. 

On October 17, barely a week after Gupkar Al-
liance was established by the mainstream politi-
cians of Kashmir, the Indian government amended 
the Jammu and Kashmir Panchayati Raj Act, 1989. 
It has paved the way for establishing District Devel-
opment Councils (DDC). With no signs of assembly 
polls being conducted any time soon, New Delhi 
introduced this new governance unit in the region. 
The members of DDC are supposed to be elected by 
the voters of the new union territory. Many had 
speculated that the alliance leaders would boycott 
these elections like the Panchayat polls which were 
held earlier this year. DDCs were established a 
year after the abrogation of Article 370, under the 
new bureaucratic power structure. Participating 
in these elections would mean accepting the con-
stitutional changes made on August 5 last year. 
Therefore, many people were shocked when the al-
liance declared that they would be contesting the 
DDC elections. They claimed that they were fight-
ing these elections to bar the “free run” of the Bhar-
tiya Janata Party. 

Recently, Home Minister Amit Shah sent a series 
of tweets against the alliance. He accused the “Gup-
kar Gang” of colluding with the foreign forces and in-
sulting the tricolor. It was said that Gupkar Alliance 
had check matted the BJP by deciding to participate 
in the elections. However, in the larger perspective, 
this interpretation seems faulty keeping in mind the 
political history of Kashmir post 1947. 

Kashmir’s politics is often described as com-
plex and unpredictable. This description is used by 
every other politician to justify their actions and it 
often contradicts their own stand. In all fairness, a 
conflict zone like Kashmir offers little room for peo-
ple to oppose the narrative of those in power. How-
ever, as the stakeholders of this dispute, we can 
objectively understand these political happenings 
through the prism of history. It may never repeat 
itself in totality but the post-partition history does 
offer some insights into what has been happening 
in Kashmir since the last couple of years. 

A few days into the “security” lockdown im-
posed on August 5 last year, a video from inside a 
passenger flight went viral. In the video, a Kashmiri 
woman was seen narrating the ordeal of Kashmiris 
to Rahul Gandhi. Later in the video, Gandhi held 
her hand while she described the misery of Kash-
miris under a strict lockdown and communication 
blockade. Many were impressed by what they saw 
as the compassionate side of Rahul Gandhi. 

However, in October 2019, former Prime Min-
ister of India Dr Manmohan Singh had said that 
Congress was not against the abrogation but only 
criticized its implementation. In fact, the dilution 
of Kashmir’s autonomy started long ago under the 
Congress rule. The dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah, 
followed by his arrest in October 1953, was not just 
because of mistrust between him and Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru. Sheikh Abdullah’s gov-
ernment was dismissed without allowing him to 
prove his majority. The then Sadr-i-Riyasat (Con-
stitutional Head of State) Dr Karan Singh cited that 
Abdullah had lost the confidence of his cabinet. 

However, back then, no fax machine was blamed. 
Similarly, in November 2018, J&K governor 

dissolved the state assembly after Mehbooba Mufti 
announced that she would seek to form the gov-
ernment with her traditional rivals, the National 
Conference (NC) and Congress. No floor test was 
allowed this time as well. 

In 1954, a presidential order extended several 
provisions of the Indian constitution to the J&K’s 
constitution, furthering the policy of “integration”. 
After Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi subverted 
what was left of the state’s autonomy. In 1965, the 
Congress government amended the constitution of 
J&K and replaced the posts of Sadr-i-Riyasat and 
Prime Minister with the governor and chief min-
ister respectively. Although by then, these posts 
were disempowered to a large extent and only had 
a symbolic meaning for the people. The Indira-

Sheikh Accord of 1975 officially ended the move-
ment for self-determination and plebiscite. Sheikh 
Abdullah’s political career was based on promises 
of self-determination, which he effectively dropped 
after signing this accord. Sumantra Bose, in her 
book Kashmir: Roots of Conflict, Paths of Peace, 
notes that the first clause of the accord, which de-
clared that J&K as the constituent unit of the Union 
of India will be governed under Article 370, was 
hypocritical. Twenty-three constitutional orders 
had already been made by the mid-1970s, and 262 
union laws had already been implemented in the 
state. Sheikh Abdullah became the chief minister 
after signing this accord and continued as such un-
til his death in 1982. 

A recurrent theme in the political history of 
Jammu & Kashmir is the disempowerment of the 
state by coercing the local politicians. However, the 
so-called mainstream politicians of Kashmir have 
always obliged, settling for the leftovers. PAGD’s 
sudden enthusiasm to keep BJP away from Kash-
mir through DDC polls is ludicrous. By willfully or 
ignorantly participating in these elections, they are 
only helping the “normalcy” narrative in Kashmir. 

Projecting “normalcy” in Kashmir through 
elections is the oldest trick in the book. For all the 
logical reasons, PAGD’s move will not disrupt the 
plans of BJP.  Home minister Amit Shah’s tirade 
against the alliance is more of a pre-election attack 
and a control mechanism deployed against the lo-
cal politicians. The brinksmanship will only push 
the Kashmiri politicians to prove their legitimacy 
through these elections. 

People’s Alliance fighting the elections suits 
the optics of the Indian government. Even if they 
win all the seats in Kashmir, they’ll have nominal 
power. BJP will still be calling the shots through 
the Lieutenant Governor and the subordinate bu-
reaucracy. They will also declare that the demo-
cratic process has “restarted” in Jammu & Kash-
mir. Speaking at a press conference in Srinagar 
recently, BJP spokesperson Shahnawaz Hussain 
claimed that “Gupkar Gang” had accepted the de-
cisions taken on August 5 because they are taking 
part in DDC elections. This jubilance among the 
BJP cadre is quite obvious given that Kashmiri 
politicians are aiding their attempts at normalizing 
the August 5 changes. 

There is a little element of newness when it 
comes to the current government’s Kashmir poli-
cy. What has changed, however, is that the policy 
of disempowerment has reached its climax, and 
speaking for Kashmiris or their rights will cut your 
vote share in India. Congress distancing itself from 
Gupkar Alliance immediately after Amit Shah’s 
tweets indicates just that. One must not see BJP’s 
political maneuvering in Kashmir in isolation but 
a culmination of Indian government’s policy to-
wards the former princely state. 

The author is can be reached at 
shehlatmaknoon@gmail.com

Gupkar Alliance’s Rise 
and Capitulation

A Characteristic of Kashmir’s Political History

It was said that 
Gupkar Alliance had 

check matted the BJP by 
deciding to participate in 
the elections. However, in 
the larger perspective, this 
interpretation seems 
faulty keeping in mind the 
political history of Kashmir 
post 1947
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Remarkable Vaccines 
and Raising Debts 

Over the past few 
months, world 

governments have 
drastically increased their 
borrowing to cover the 
costs of the pandemic. It 
might appear logical that 
the cost of credit will go 
up during uncertain 
economic times. The 
reality, however, is that 
capital often goes to safer 
sovereign debt during 
economic downturns, 
particularly as the equity 
markets become unstable 
and volatile.

C
ovid continues to ravage societies 
around the world, and a key issue is 
how governments can afford to fight it. 
As economies are disrupted, govern-

ments are stepping in to increase their spend-
ing to bail out companies, pay the cost of health 
measures, and subsidize workers’ wages.

Before Covid, when people argued that the 
state should be able to offer free health care and 
free education, among other services, and wel-
fare measures, a standard political response 
was that state resources were limited. Asked by 
a nurse in 2017 why her wages hadn’t increased 
from 2009 levels, then British prime minister, 
Theresa May, said: “There is no magic money 
tree that we can shake that suddenly provides 
for everything that people want.”

Except, a few years later, the government 
has not only been able to pay the wages of mil-
lions, it has also created rescue packages for 
thousands of firms and offered people vouchers 
to eat out in restaurants. A number of European 
countries have also taken the unprecedented 
step of underwriting the wages of millions of 
workers in response to the pandemic.

How is the British state and others capable 
of this radical increase in spending at a time 
when revenues from taxes are collapsing?

‘Magic money tree’
The answer to this lies in the debt market. 

Over the past few months, world governments 
have drastically increased their borrowing to 
cover the costs of the pandemic. It might ap-
pear logical that the cost of credit will go up 
during uncertain economic times. The real-
ity, however, is that capital often goes to safer 
sovereign debt during economic downturns, 
particularly as the equity markets become un-
stable and volatile.

Over recent months, rather than strug-
gling to find lenders or having to pay more 
for debt, the governments of the major econo-
mies have been awash with credit at histori-
cally low rates. In October, the EU, until now a 
small player in the debt market (as borrowing 
mostly is by national governments of member 
states), began a major borrowing campaign as 
part of the efforts to fight Covid through the 
SURE programme (Support to mitigate Unem-
ployment Risks in an Emergency) which was 
created in May.

The first sale of bonds worth €17 billion was 
met with what some described as “outrageous 
demand”, with investors bidding a total of €233 
billion to buy them. This intense competition 
was for bonds that offered a return of -0.26% 
over ten years, meaning that an investor who 
holds the bond to maturity will receive less 
than they paid today.

The EU is not the only borrower that is ef-
fectively being paid to borrow money. Many 
of the advanced economies have been in re-
cent years and months selling debt at nega-
tive rates. For some countries, the shift has 
been dramatic. Even countries such as Spain, 
Italy and Greece that were previously seen as 
relatively risky borrowers, with Greece going 
through a major debt crisis, are now enjoying 
borrowing money at very low rates.

The reason for this phenomenon is that 
while these bonds are initially bought by “tra-
ditional” market actors, central banks are 

buying huge quantities of these bonds once 
they are circulated in the market.

Poorer countries
Not everybody, however, enjoys a similar 

position in the debt market. While the rich 
economies are being chased by investors to 
take their money, the situation is radically dif-
ferent for poorer countries. Many poor coun-
tries have limited access to the credit market 
and rely instead on public lenders, such as the 
World Bank.

In recent years, this pattern began to 
change with a growing number of developing 
countries increasing their foreign borrowing 
from private lenders. Developing countries, 
however, are in a structurally weaker position 
than richer peers. The smaller scale of their 
capital markets means that they are more reli-
ant on external financing. This reliance means 
that developing countries rely on raising mon-
ey in foreign currency, which increases the 
risk to their economies.

As many developing countries have less di-
versified exports with a higher percentage of 
commodities, the price decline in commodities 
in recent months has increased those risks. As 
a result, developing countries face a signifi-
cantly higher cost of borrowing compared to 
the richer economies.

A few large developing countries, such as 
Indonesia, Colombia, India, and the Philip-
pines have begun to follow the policy adopted 
by the advanced economies of buying govern-
ment bonds to fund an expanding deficit. The 
risks of doing this, however, are higher than 
the richer economies, including a decline in 
capital inflows. A report by the rating agency 
S&P Global Ratings illustrated the differences 
between those two economies:

“Advanced countries typically have deep 
domestic capital markets, strong public insti-
tutions (including independent central banks), 
low and stable inflation, and transparency and 
predictability in economic policies. These at-
tributes allow their central banks to maintain 
large government bond holdings without los-
ing investor confidence, creating fear of high-
er inflation, or triggering capital outflow. 

“Conversely, sovereigns with less cred-

ible public institutions and less monetary, 
exchange rate and fiscal flexibility have less 
capacity to monetize fiscal deficits without 
running the risk of higher inflation. This may 
trigger large capital outflows, devaluing the 
currency and prompting domestic interest 
rates to rise, as seen in Argentina over parts of 
the past decade.”

While the reaction of the market to this 
approach by developing countries has been 
muted so far, the report argued, this situation 
might change. Developing countries who do 
this could “weaken monetary flexibility and 
economic stability, which could increase the 
likelihood of sovereign rating downgrades.”

Ratings downgrades
Over recent months, downgrading by rat-

ing agencies have been a major risk facing 
developing countries with many economies 
facing higher costs of borrowing as a result of 
such downgrades. These downgrades were of-
ten linked to decline in prices and exports of 
commodities, as was the case for diamonds for 
Botswana and oil for Nigeria.

In July, following the participation of 
Ethiopia, Pakistan, Cameroon, Senegal, and 
the Ivory Coast in a World Bank-endorsed G20 
debt suspension initiative, the rating agency 
Moody’s took action against those countries, 
arguing that participation in this scheme in-
creased the risk for investors in bonds issued 
by these countries, leading to some developing 
economies avoiding the initiative in order not 
to send a “negative signal to the market.” Zam-
bia is on the verge of being the first “Covid de-
fault” and other developing countries could 
face a similar situation in coming months.

Access to credit has become a defining fac-
tor in the ability of governments to respond to 
the pandemic. As a result of access to cheap 
credit, developed economies are so far able to 
take such health measures while limiting the 
social and economic impact of the pandemic. 
Many developing countries do not have this 
luxury. Not everyone gets to shake the branch-
es of the magical money tree.

Dhaka Tribune 

Shamel Azmeh

Oxford Astrazeneca, The Game Changer 
Michael Head

I
n the long dark tunnel that has been 
2020, November stands out as the 
month that light appeared. Some might 
see it as a bright light, others as a faint 

light – but it is unmistakably a light.
On November 9, Pfizer announced the 

interim results of its candidate vaccine, 
showing it to be “more than 90% effective” 
in preventing symptomatic COVID-19 in 
late-stage human trials. The news was 
greeted with joy.

A couple of days later, the Russian 
Direct Investment Fund announced that 
the candidate vaccine they are funding – 
dubbed Sputnik V – showed 92% efficacy 
in late-stage trials. Not to be outdone, Mod-
erna then announced that its candidate 
vaccine showed 94.5% efficacy.

The latest COVID-19 vaccine an-
nouncement comes from Oxford Uni-
versity. And, as with all of the above an-
nouncements, it came via press release. Its 
vaccine candidate, developed in partner-
ship with AstraZeneca, showed an overall 
effectiveness of 70.4%.

Join 130,000 people who subscribe to 
free evidence-based news.

In case that sounds disappointing, bear 
in mind that these are interim results and 
the figures might change. Also, the Oxford 
vaccine was given to one group of volun-
teers as two standard doses, which showed 
62% effectiveness, and another group of 

volunteers as a smaller dose followed by 
a standard second dose. This raised effec-
tiveness to 90%.

It’s not immediately clear why this is the 
case. Professor Andrew Pollard, one of the 
lead researchers on the project, described the 
results as “intriguing”. He also highlighted 
that the use of lower doses means that there 
would be more vaccine doses available.

There were no cases of severe CO-
VID-19 in those who received the vaccine. 
And it seems to generate a protective im-
mune response in older people. Although 
we’ll have to wait for the final breakdown 
of results to get clarification on that.

Not the only measure
Despite the Oxford vaccine having 

lower overall effectiveness than the Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccines – at least at this inter-
im stage – there are other success factors 
to consider. Safety is one, and the Oxford 
vaccine is so far reported to have a good 
safety record with no serious side-effects.

Another crucial factor is storage. The 
Oxford vaccine can be stored in a domes-
tic fridge. The need for sustained freezing 
across the whole vaccine journey from fac-
tory to clinic at ultra-low temperatures – 
as seen with the Pfizer vaccine – may be a 
problem for many countries, but especial-
ly poorer countries.

The Oxford vaccine, based on a viral 
vector, is also cheaper (around US$4) than 
Pfizer and Moderna’s mRNA vaccines – 
around US$20 and $33, respectively. Astra-
Zeneca has made a “no profit pledge”.

Equitable distribution
As I have previously discussed, equitable 

distribution of new vaccines is vital, espe-
cially for low- and middle-income countries 
which don’t have the profile or purchasing 
power of wealthier countries. GAVI – a global 
health partnership that aims to increase ac-
cess to immunisation in poor countries – has 
worked for years to address this very point. 
It set up the COVAX initiative in 2020, which 
has access to 700 million doses of COVID vac-
cine if clinical trials are successful.

Oxford and AstraZeneca have previ-
ously made their own commitments to 
provide a billion doses of their vaccine for 

low- and middle-income countries, with a 
commitment to provide 400 million doses 
before the end of 2020. Certainly, AstraZen-
eca has committed to provide more doses 
to countries outside of Europe and the US 
than any of its nearest competitors.

An excellent start
These commitments will clearly not 

be enough for immediate global coverage, 
but it is an excellent start. Around 9% of 
the world’s population live in extreme pov-
erty, and the health systems around them 
are fragile. With promises for equitable 
vaccine distribution, there is hope that the 
poorer populations around the world will 
not be forgotten. The global health commu-
nity must keep its focus on this area.

What does this announcement mean 
for the world? Potentially a huge amount. 
But remember that the trials are not yet 
complete and, at the time of writing, the 
regulators have yet to approve any of the 
new vaccine candidates. Even when those 
hurdles are cleared, we still need to vac-
cinate the world, which requires success-
fully navigating the complex obstacles of 
distance, terrain, politics, cold-chain logis-
tics and human behaviour.

The global pandemic is not over and 
won’t be for a long time yet – but the light 
is getting brighter.

By arrangements with 
the conversation

The Oxford vaccine is so far reported to have a good safety record with 
no serious side-effects.Another crucial factor is storage. The Oxford vaccine can be 

stored in a domestic fridge. The need for sustained freezing across the whole vaccine journey 
from factory to clinic at ultra-low temperatures – as seen with the Pfizer vaccine – may be a 
problem for many countries, but especially poorer countries.
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P hilosophers and psychologists have 
long argued whether the main 
reason people punish others for bad 

behaviour is to enact retribution or to im-
part a moral lesson. In adults, most studies 
show the answer is that people have both 
motives. But what about children, who are 
less steeped in societal values?

“Children are less exposed to social 
ideas about how to behave in certain 
ways,” said first author Julia Marshall, who 
conducted the research in the lab of Molly 
Crockett, assistant professor of psychology 
at Yale and senior author of the paper.

“We wanted to know if children are 
interested in punishing others because 
they want wrongdoers to pay, because 
they want to teach bad actors a lesson, or a 
combination of both,” added Crockett.

For the study, Marshall, Crockett, and 
Yale postdoctoral fellow Daniel Yudkin 
monitored the responses of 251 children 
between the ages of 4 and 7 who watched 

a video of a child tearing up another 
youngster’s art work.

The children first had to decide whether 
to punish the art destroyer by taking 
away their iPad. However, if the children 
decided to punish the transgressor, they 
would have to make a personal sacrifice -- 
their own iPad would be locked away.

The researchers divided the children 
into two groups. The first group was told 
that if they chose “retributive” punish-
ment, the wrongdoer would lose use of 
their iPad but would not be told why. The 
second group was told if they punished 
the wrongdoer he or she would be told 
it was for ripping up the drawing, what 
researchers called the “communicative” 
condition.

About one-quarter of children (26 
percent) in the first group decided to 
punish the transgressor even after being 
told they would lose use of their own iPad. 
“Retribution is a driving force in young 

children’s moral judgment,” said Marshall.
However, children in the second group, 

who knew that the wrongdoer would be 
told why he or she was being disciplined, 
were 24 percent more likely to punish 
than the first group.

“The opportunity to teach a wrongdoer 
a lesson motivates children to punish over 
and above the desire to see them suffer for 
their actions,” Crockett said.

“Children seem equipped at an early 
age with both a desire for punishers to 
receive their just deserts, and a desire to 
have them improve their behavior for next 
time,” said Marshall, who is now a post-
doctoral researcher at Boston College.

Crockett added: “Despite having a taste 
for retribution, young children also value 
the social benefits that punishment can 
bring. How social learning impacts the 
balance of retributive and forward-looking 
motives for punishment is an important 
avenue for future study.”  —Agencies

Children more willing to punish if 
wrongdoer is ‘taught a lesson’: Study

Many children are willing to make 
personal sacrifices to punish 

wrongdoers -- and even more so if 
they believe punishment will teach 

the transgressor a lesson, a new 
Yale study published in the journal 

Nature Human Behaviour shows.

Heterogeneous thinkers may possess 
quick decision-making: Study
A recent mathematical indagation 

has come up with a new per-
spective claiming that a group of 

people with different information may 
possess better decision-making process 
than a group of people with homoge-
neous thoughts. Communication, also 
known as a process of exchanging infor-
mation is very crucial for living. Florida 
State University has come up with recent 
research on the same.

Bhargav Karamched, assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics, and a team of 
researchers published a new study ex-
plaining the decision-making process 
of groups and the dynamics that make 
for fast and accurate decision making. 
He found that networks consisting of 
both impulsive and deliberate individu-
als made, on average, quicker and better 
decisions than a group with homogenous 
thinkers.”

In groups with impulsive and deliber-
ate individuals, the first decision is made 
quickly by an impulsive individual who 
needs little evidence to make a choice,” 
Karamched said. “But, even when wrong, 
this fast decision can reveal the correct 
options to everyone else. This is not the 
case in homogenous groups.”

According to a research paper of 
Physical Review Letters, researchers not-
ed that the exchange of information is 

crucial in a variety of biological and social 
functions. But Karamched contradicted 
the same and explained, “Although, in-
formation sharing in networks has been 
studied quite a bit, very little work has 
been done on how individuals in a net-
work should integrate information from 
their peers with their own private evi-
dence accumulation.

Most of the studies, both theoretical 
and experimental, have focused on how 
isolated individuals optimally gather evi-
dence to make a choice.”

“This work was motivated by that,” 
Karamched said. “How should individu-
als optimally accumulate evidence they 

see for themselves with evidence they 
obtain from their peers to make the best 
possible decisions?”

Kresimir Josi, Moores Professor of 
Mathematics, Biology and Biochemistry 
at the University of Houston and senior 
author of the study, noted that the pro-
cess works best when individuals in a 
group make the most of their varied back-
grounds to collect the necessary materials 
and knowledge to make a final decision.”

Collective social decision making is 
valuable if all individuals have access to 
different types of information,” Josi said. 
According to Karamched, a mathematical 
model was not enough to reach his con-
clusion and plenty of room is required for 
follow-up research.

Karamched said that his model as-
sumes that evidence accrued by one in-
dividual is independent of evidence col-
lected by another member of the group. 
If a group of individuals is trying to make 
a decision based on information that is 
available to everyone, additional model-
ling would need to account for how cor-
relations in the information affect collec-
tive decision-making.”

For example, to choose between voting 
Republican or Democrat in an election, 
the information available to everyone is 
common and not specifically made for 
one individual.” — Agencies

‘Maintaining healthy sleep pattern 
helps lower risk of heart failure’
W hile maintaining a good sleeping 

pattern helps in concentration in 
tasks, a recent study has pointed 

out on the additional benefit of a good sleep 
pattern. It suggests that the adults with the 
healthiest sleep patterns had a 42 per cent 
lower risk of heart failure regardless of 
other risk factors compared to adults with 
unhealthy sleep patterns.

The research was published today in the 
American Heart Association’s flagship jour-
nal Circulation. Healthy sleep patterns are 
rising in the morning, sleeping 7-8 hours a 
day and having no frequent insomnia, snor-
ing or excessive daytime sleepiness.

Heart failure affects more than 26 million 
people, and emerging evidence indicates 
sleep problems may play a role in the devel-
opment of heart failure.

This observational study examined the 
relationship between healthy sleep pat-
terns and heart failure and included data on 
408,802 UK Biobank participants, ages 37 to 
73 at the time of recruitment (2006-2010). 
The incidence of heart failure was collected 

until April 1, 2019. Researchers recorded 
5,221 cases of heart failure during a median 
follow-up of 10 years.

Researchers analyzed sleep quality as 
well as overall sleep patterns. The measures 
of sleep quality included sleep duration, in-
somnia and snoring and other sleep-related 
features, such as whether the participant 
was an early bird or night owl and if they 
had any daytime sleepiness (likely to unin-
tentionally doze off or fall asleep during the 
daytime).

“The healthy sleep score we created was 
based on the scoring of these five sleep be-
haviours,” said Lu Qi, M.D., PhD, correspond-
ing author and professor of epidemiology 
and director of the Obesity Research Center 
at Tulane University in New Orleans. “Our 
findings highlight the importance of im-
proving overall sleep patterns to help pre-
vent heart failure.”

Sleep behaviours were collected through 
touchscreen questionnaires. Sleep duration 
was defined into three groups: short, or less 
than 7 hours a day; recommended, or 7 to 

8 hours a day; and prolonged, or 9 hours or 
more a day.

After adjusting for diabetes, hyperten-
sion, medication use, genetic variations 
and other covariates, participants with 
the healthiest sleep pattern had a 42% 
reduction in the risk of heart failure com-
pared to people with an unhealthy sleep 
pattern.

They also found the risk of heart failure 
was independently associated and:

-8% lower in early risers;-12% lower in 
those who slept 7 to 8 hours daily;-17% 
lower in those who did not have frequent 
insomnia; and-34% lower in those reporting 
no daytime sleepiness.

Participant sleep behaviours were self-
reported, and the information on changes 
in sleep behaviours during follow-up was 
not available. The researchers noted other 
unmeasured or unknown adjustments may 
have also influenced the findings.

Qi also noted that the study’s strengths 
include its novelty, prospective study design 
and large sample size. —Agencies

T he research, published in the 
journal Diabetologia, estimated 
the probability of a metropoli-

tan Indian of any age or body mass in-
dex (BMI) developing diabetes in their 
lifetime.

According to the scientists, including 
those from the Centre for Chronic Disease 
Control (CCDC) in New Delhi, the country 
already has a significant health burden 
caused by diabetes with more than 77 
million adults currently afflicted by the 
condition, and the number expected to 
almost double to 134 million by 2045.

As urban centres continue to grow 
rapidly across India, they said decreas-
ing diet quality, and decreased levels of 
physical activity are all contributing to 
this hidden epidemic.

In the study, the researchers assessed 
age-, sex- and BMI-specific incidence 
rates of diabetes in urban India based on 
data from the Centre for Cardiometabolic 
Risk Reduction in South Asia (2010-2018).

They also analysed the age-, sex- 
and urban-specific rates of mortal-
ity from period lifetables reported by 
the Government of India (2014), and the 
prevalence of diabetes reported by the 
Indian Council for Medical Research INdia 
DIABetes study (2008-2015).

Based on the analysis, the scientists 
said the lifetime risk of developing dia-
betes in 20-year-old men and women 
free of diabetes today is 56 and 65 per 
cent, respectively. Women generally had 
a higher lifetime risk across the lifespan, 
the study noted.

According to the researchers, for those 
currently aged 60 years and currently free 
of diabetes, around 38 per cent of women 
and 28 per cent of men would go on to 
develop diabetes.

They cautioned that obesity had a 
substantial impact on these projections, 
with the lifetime risk highest among 

obese metropolitan Indians -- 86 per cent 
among 20-year-old women, and 87 per 
cent among men.

People with lower BMI had consider-
ably higher diabetes-free life expectancy 
and obese 20-year-olds were estimated 
to have around half of their remaining life 
years free from diabetes.

However, those with normal or un-
derweight BMI were projected to live out 
most of their remaining years diabetes-
free, the scientists said.

“The remarkably high lifetime risk of 
developing diabetes and the low diabe-
tes-free life expectancy in India’s metro-
politan cities, especially for individuals 
with high BMI, implies that interventions 
targeting the incidence of diabetes may 
be of paramount importance moving for-
ward,” the researchers noted in the study.

They noted that metropolitan Indians 
at every age and BMI have an alarmingly 
high probability of developing diabetes 
compared with results from high income 
countries, and that proactive efforts to pre-
vent diabetes in cities are urgently needed.

According to the scientists, this is par-
ticularly needed given the rapid increase 
in “urban obesogenic environments” 

across the country. In addition to these 
risk factors, the scientists said Indians 
already have a relatively high predis-
position to developing the condition 
at both lower ages and lower BMIs 
when compared with white European 
populations.

“Such high probabilities of develop-
ing diabetes will have severely negative 
implications for India’s already strained 
health system and also out-of-pocket 
expenditure on diabetes treatment by 
patients, unless diabetes is immedi-
ately acknowledged for what it is,” said 
study co-author Shammi Luhar from the 
University of Cambridge in the UK.

“Despite these very high predicted 
lifetime risks of diabetes, it is possible to 
prevent or postpone diabetes by effective 
lifestyle modification, such as following 
a healthy diet, by increasing physical ac-
tivity and reducing body weight in those 
who are obese or overweight,” added 
Viswanathan Mohan, another co-author 
of the research from the Madras Diabetes 
Research Foundation in Chennai.

The scientists believe the need of the 
hour is policy and investment with clear-
ly spelt out targets and commitments to 
meet by 2030.

“Perhaps an aspirational target of 
‘90-90-90’ (90 per cent of people with 
diabetes detected, 90 per cent of those 
detected treated, and 90 per cent of 
those treated controlled), is immi-
nently needed,” said study co-author 
Nikhil Tandon from the Department 
of Endocrinology and Metabolism, 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) in New Delhi.

“Such a target could operate in the 
same way as the 90-90-90 targets intro-
duced some years ago for HIV, which has 
since been replaced by even more ambi-
tious 95-95-95 targets,” Tandon added. 
—PTI

More than half of men, and nearly two thirds of women currently aged 20 years 
in India could develop diabetes in their life time, with most of those cases likely 
to be type 2 diabetes, according to a new study.

Study Says More Than Half Of 
20-Year-Olds In India’s Metros Likely 
To Develop Diabetes In Lifetime



T
wo of Charles Dar-
win's notebooks 
containing his pio-
neering ideas on evo-

lution and his famous “Tree 
of Life” sketch are missing, 
believed stolen, the Cam-
bridge University Library 
said on Tuesday.

The British scientist 
filled the leather notebooks in 
1837 after returning from his 
voyage on the HMS Beagle. 
The library said they were 
worth millions of pounds.

In one book, he drew a dia-
gram showing several possibili-
ties for the evolution of a species 
and later published a more de-
veloped illustration in his 1859 
book “On the Origin of Species”.

The University of Cam-
bridge's vast library first list-
ed the notebooks as missing 
in 2001 after they were moved 
out of the Special Collections 
Strong Rooms for photogra-

phy to be carried out there.
They were long believed 

to have been incorrectly filed 
within the building, which 
contains around 10 million 
books, maps and manu-

scripts and has one of the 
world's most significant Dar-
win archives.

However, a major search 
this year — the largest in the 
library's history — failed to 

turn up the notebooks.
“Curators have conclud-

ed the notebooks [...] have 
likely been stolen,” the li-
brary said in a statement.

It said it had informed 
local police and the books 
had been listed on Interpol's 
database of stolen artworks, 
called Psyche.

The University Librari-
an, Jessica Gardner, released 
a video statement appealing 
to the public to help.

“It is deeply regretful to 
me that these notebooks re-
main missing despite numer-
ous wide-scale searches over 
the last 20 years,” she said, 
adding that the library has 
since massively improved its 
security systems.

The librarian suggested 
that former or current li-
brary staff, those working in 
the book trade or researchers 
could have information.
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Israeli PM Flew To Saudi Arabia, 
Met Crown Prince: Reports
Agencies

Washington: The General Ser-
vices Administration acknowl-
edged Joe Biden as the appar-
ent winner of the presidential 
election on Monday, following 
weeks of inaction, and Presi-
dent Donald Trump called on 
his agencies to cooperate.

"I am recommending that 
Emily and her team do what 
needs to be done with regard 
to initial protocols, and have 
told my team to do the same," 
Trump said of Emily Murphy, 
the General Services Adminis-
tration chief. Still, he said he 
would continue to contest the 
outcome of the election.

The designation triggers a 
formal transition process, giv-
ing Biden and his team access 
to current agency officials, 
briefing books and other gov-
ernment resources, including 
some $6 million in funding.

The letter was sent after 
nine Republican senators had 
called for the transition pro-
cess to begin, and hours after 
Michigan's Board of State Can-
vassers had voted to certify the 
election's results, practically 
ensuring Biden's victory in the 
key battleground state.

"Because of recent devel-
opments involving legal chal-
lenges and certifications of 
election results, I have deter-
mined that you may access the 
post-election resources and 

services described in Section 3 
of the Act upon request," Mur-
phy said in a letter to Biden, 
citing the Presidential Transi-
tion Act of 1963.

The announcement is a 
"needed step" to "getting the 
pandemic under control and 
our economy back on track," 
Yohannes Abraham, the ex-
ecutive director of the Biden-
Harris transition, said in an 
emailed statement. "In the 
days ahead, transition offi-
cials will begin meeting with 
federal officials to discuss 
the pandemic response, have 
a full accounting of our na-
tional security interests, and 
gain complete understanding 
of the Trump administration's 
efforts to hollow out govern-
ment agencies."

For weeks, the Biden 
transition team has worked 
informally to establish a new 
administration, including as-
sembling a coronavirus task 
force and consulting with pub-
lic health officials outside of 
the federal government, mim-
icking the approach former 
Vice President Dick Cheney 
took during the disputed 2000 
election.

Blocked from interacting 
with federal agencies, Biden's 
staff instead sought out other 
experts from academia, state 
governments and Capitol Hill.

The biggest change now is 
that the transition team will be 

able to flood federal agencies 
with officials focused on pre-
paring the way for his adminis-
tration. They will have access 
to agency staff and briefing 
books assembled earlier this 
year, as well as details on what 
administrative issues must be 
addressed right away.

Transition aides also will 
get details about which po-
sitions are most critical, as 
the incoming administration 
seeks to fill more than 7,000 
jobs across the federal govern-
ment.

"Fortunately, federal ca-
reer civil servants have done 
an outstanding job preparing 
for this year's transition by 
producing fact-based informa-
tion on critical agency issues 
and by designating acting of-
ficials who will lead agency 
operations until new political 
appointees are confirmed," 
said David Marchick, director 
of the Center for Presidential 
Transition. "They now need 
space to do their jobs."

Biden and Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris may also 
swiftly begin receiving clas-
sified intelligence briefings. 
Lawmakers and national secu-
rity experts had warned that 
without the information, the 
incoming administration was 
being kept in the dark about 
threats to the U.S. -- a lapse that 
could make the country more 
vulnerable.

UAE relaxes limits on 
foreign ownership
Agencies

DUBAI: The United Arab Emir-
ates has relaxed and removed a 
range of limits on foreign own-
ership of companies, state-run 
media reported on Monday, in 
the country’s latest bid to boost 
its global status and attract for-
eign investors.

The overhaul signals yet 
another startling change for 
the federation of seven desert 
sheikhdoms as it grapples with 
the economic fallout of the pan-
demic.

Earlier this month, the 
UAE announced a series of re-
forms to its Islamic legal code, 
allowing unmarried couples to 
cohabitate, improving protec-
tions for women and loosening 
restrictions on alcohol con-
sumption.

The dramatic changes 
come as the UAE has spent bil-
lions of dollars preparing to 
host some 25 million visitors 

for the World Expo, which was 
pushed to 2021 due to the pan-
demic.

The emirates are also ex-
pecting Israelis will join the 
legions of foreigners who have 
opened businesses and bought 
apartments in the coastal cit-
ies of Dubai and Abu Dhabi 
following a breakthrough US-
brokered normalisation deal 
between the countries.

The presidential decree 
changing the corporate law 
helps the UAE strengthen its 
leading position regionally 
and globally as an attractive 
destination for projects and 
companies, state-run WAM 
news agency reported.

State-linked newspaper The 
National reported the decree in 
further detail, saying the for-
eign ownership amendments 

would take effect within six 
months. Companies could take 
an entire year to start comply-
ing with the changes, it added.

Israel drops Saudi Arabia from 
virus quarantine list, day after 
Netanyahu's reported visit
Agencies

Jerusalem: A day after Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu's reported trip to Saudi Ara-
bia, Israel's health ministry 
added the kingdom to its list 
of coronavirus “green” coun-
tries, exempting returning 
travellers from quarantine.

The health ministry on 
Tuesday confirmed that Sau-
di Arabia had been added to 
the safe list a day earlier, but 
dismissed any link to Netan-
yahu's reported visit to the fu-
turistic Red Sea city of Neom 
on Sunday.

“The process is very simple 
and it happens once every two 
weeks,” health ministry direc-
tor general Hezi Levi told pub-
lic broadcaster Kan on Tues-
day morning.

“On the previous list, Saudi 
Arabia was red,” he said. “The 
morbidity rates decreased. It's 
now green. “It has nothing to 
do with anyone's visit to any 
country.”

Israeli media reported 
that Netanyahu travelled 
to Neom for landmark 
talks with Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 
the de facto ruler of Saudi 
Arabia, which has no of-

ficial diplomatic ties with 
the Jewish state.

There has been uncon-
firmed speculation that Saudi 
Arabia might be seeking to 
become the latest Arab state to 
normalise ties with Israel.

An Israeli government 
source contacted by AFP con-
firmed the talks, which Riyadh 
firmly denied on Monday, and 
the kingdom has publicly said 
it will not establish diplomat-
ic relations with Israel until 
the Palestinian conflict is re-
solved.

Had Saudi Arabia not been 
on Israel's coronavirus green 
list, Netanyahu and his staff 
would technically been com-
pelled to quarantine for 14 days 
upon return.

Another country turned 
“green” in the ministry's lat-
est listing was Bahrain, which 
along with its Gulf ally the 
United Arab Emirates have es-
tablished ties with Israel, only 
the third and fourth Arab na-
tions to do so.

On Tuesday, Netanyahu 
announced he had spoken 
with Bahraini Crown Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
and accepted an invitation to 
conduct “an official visit to 
Bahrain soon”.

Are dining tents a safe 
way to eat out during the 
COVID-19 pandemic?

Biden Picks Secretary Of State, People 
For Top Cabinet, White House Posts
Agencies

Washington: US President-
elect Joe Biden announced on 
Monday key figures for his 
cabinet, picking longtime for-
eign policy advisor Antony 
Blinken to be his secretary of 
state and former US chief dip-
lomat John Kerry as his spe-
cial climate envoy.

Biden also nominated the 
first Latino ever, Cuba-born 
lawyer Alejandro Mayorkas, to 
lead the Department of Home-
land Security, which oversees 
immigration.

He picked Avril Haines, 
the former deputy CIA direc-
tor, as his director of national 
intelligence, the first woman to 
ever hold that position.

Biden also said that long-
time diplomat Linda Thomas-
Greenfield will be nominated 
to serve as his ambassador to 

the United Nations, with status 
as a cabinet member.

Today, I'm announcing the 
first members of my national 
security and foreign policy 
team. They will rally the world 
to take on our challenges like 
no other—challenges that no 
one nation can face alone.

And Jake Sullivan, who 
was a security aide to Biden 
when he was vice president, 
was appointed White House 
national security advisor.

All are veterans of the for-
mer 2009-2017 Obama-Biden 
administration, and deeply ex-
perienced in their fields.

Kerry, who was secretary 
of state from 2013 to 2017 and 
signed the Paris climate accord 
in 2015 on behalf of the United 
States -- only to see President 
Donald Trump withdraw from 
it -- will be made a member of 
the national security council, 

the first time the council has 
had a specialist on climate 
change, Biden's office said.

Mayorkas, a former federal 
prosecutor, was director of US 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services and then DHS depu-
ty secretary under president 
Barack Obama.

Sullivan was director of 
the Policy Planning Staff at 
the State department and dep-
uty chief of staff to secretary of 
state Hillary Clinton, and was 
a lead negotiator in the early 
talks for the Iran nuclear deal 
that Trump withdrew from.

"We have no time to lose 
when it comes to our national 
security and foreign policy," 
Biden said in a statement.

"These individuals are 
equally as experienced and cri-
sis-tested as they are innova-
tive and imaginative," he said.

Agencies

Washington: Are dining tents 
a safe way to eat out during the 
pandemic?

Health experts say outdoor 
dining tents are generally saf-
er than dining inside, but cau-
tion that they're not all equal.

Many restaurants are 
erecting individual tents, ig-
loos and other outdoor struc-
tures that let people who are 
dining together avoid being in-
doors, where the coronavirus 
spreads more easily.

Experts say the structures 
should be well-ventilated. A 
tent with four walls and a roof, 
for example, might not have 
better ventilation than an in-
door dining room.

“The more airflow through 
the structure, the better it is,” 
says Dr. Isaac Weisfuse, a pub-
lic health expert at Cornell 
University.

Igloos and individual 
tents are a creative so-
lution but shouldn't be 
shared with people who 
aren't in your household, 
says Craig Hedberg, a pro-
fessor at the University of 

Minnesota School of Pub-
lic Health.

“If it's keeping you from 
being in a common airspace 
with other people, then that's a 
good thing,” he says.

Between parties, tents 
should be cleaned and left open 
for at least 20 minutes, says 

Aubree Gordon, an associate 
professor at the University 
of Michigan School of Public 
Health. She also suggests serv-
ers should be able to leave food 
on a tray outside to minimize 
contact with diners.

Tents are helping many res-
taurants get through lean times.

But they may cost extra. 
In Detroit, Lumen restau-
rant charges $30 per person 
to reserve a heated structure 
with windows for two hours. 
Lumen's igloos and green-
houses can each seat six 
people, and the party must 
spend at least $300.

Once a party leaves, the 
structure is cleaned, sprayed 
with sanitizing fog and aired 
out for 30 minutes, says Gabby 
Milton, the restaurant's man-
aging partner. — AP

Pak police foil suicide attack on 
police station near Wagah: Official

Press Trust Of India

Lahore: Pakistan’s law en-
forcement agencies on Tues-
day claimed to have thwarted 
a possible suicide attack on 
the Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) police station 
close to the Wagah border and 
killed the suicide bomber.

According to the CTD spokes-
person, the suspect tried to enter 

the police station at Burki Road 
here early in the morning.

“When he reached a check 
post leading to the police station, 
the security official deployed in 
the check post tower asked him 
to tell his name. The terrorist 
immediately opened fire at the 
CTD security official with a pis-

tol, but the bullets missed the of-
ficial. The CTD security official 
retaliated and the attacker died 
on the spot. When his body was 
searched, a suicide jacket was 
found,” the spokesperson said.

Two hand grenades and a 
pistol with live bullets have 
been found.

The Bomb Disposal Squad 
was called on the spot and the 
area cordoned off. A search op-
eration was launched to find his 
handler, he said.

“It is now clear that he was a 
suicide bomber who would have 
blown himself in the Burki police 
station if not stopped immedi-
ately. His identity is being ascer-
tained,” the spokesperson said.

this month, the CTD 
smashed an Al-Qaeda Indian 
Subcontinent (AQIS) network in 
the country’s Punjab province 
and arrested five terrorists.

A joint operation of Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) and CTD 
was conducted in Rajanpur, some 
400 km from Lahore, and arrested 
five top members of AQIS net-
work. The network was shifting 
from Balochistan to Rajanpur.

They were also planning to 
launch terrorist attacks on vital 
installations in south Punjab. 

It is now clear that 
he was a suicide 

bomber who would have 
blown himself in the Burki 
police station if not 
stopped immediately. His 
identity is being ascer-
tained

N E W S  M A K E R S

Charles Darwin notebooks 
'stolen' from Cambridge University

Musk now 2nd richest in world, surpasses Gates

T
esla chief Elon Musk 
has surpassed Microsoft 
co-founder Bill Gates to 
become the second-rich-

est person in the world.
The Bloomberg Billionaires 

Index on Monday put the Tesla 
chief executive -- with a $127.9 
billion fortune -- above Gates -- at 
$127.7 billion -- for the first time.

The 49-year-old entrepre-
neur has added more than $100 
billion to his net worth since 
January 2020, making him one 
of the fastest-growing among 
the world's 500 richest people.

The jump in Musk's for-
tune came as the shares of the 
electric car-maker Tesla soared 
and its market cap neared $500 
billion on Monday.

The wealth gap between 
Musk and Gate is not huge, 
and it is possible they could 

switch places again.
Bill Gates' current net worth 

is $127.7 billion, and he would have 
ranked on the top had he not do-
nated so prodigiously to charities 
over the years. Gates has donated 
more than $27 billion to his name-
sake foundation, Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation, since 2006.
was the richest man for 

four years running till 2017 
when Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos 
overtook him. Bezos contin-
ues to be the richest man in 
the world with an estimated 
net worth of $182 billion.
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