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2 Militants Killed In 
Shopian Gunfight

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Police on 
Wednesday claimed to have 
killed two unidentified mil-
itants in a joint operation 
with state forces in Shopian 
district of south Kashmir

The soldiers of army’s 34 RR, 
police and CRPF laid a siege 
around Chakura on Wednes-
day afternoon after receiving 
specific input about the pres-
ence of militants in the village, 
a police spokesperson said. 
The militants, he said turned 
down the surrender offer and 
fired upon the search team.

The state forces, the police 
spokesperson said returned 

the fire triggering off an en-
counter. In the exchange of 
fire, he said two militants 
were killed and their bodies 
retrieved from the site of en-
counter. 

“The identification and 
affiliation of the killed mili-
tants is being ascertained,” 
the official said.

He added that incriminating 
materials including arms and 
ammunition were recovered 
from the site of encounter and 
the same has been taken into 
case records for further in-
vestigation and to probe their 
complicity in other crimes.

“The last rites of the killed 
militants shall be PAGE 02

SPO, SSB Jawan 'Escape' 
From Budgam Camps
SRINAGAR: A special police 
officer (SPO) and a Sashas-
tra Seema Bal (SSB) personal 
have reportedly deserted 
their respective units along 
with weapons in central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district 
sending the security agen-
cies in a tizzy, officials said 
Wednesday.

SPO Altaf Hassan Bhat of 
Qazipora Budgam decamped 
with two AK-47 rifles and 
three magazines last night 
from the SOG camp in 

Chadoora area of the district, 
they said. Bhat, they said has 
been serving the department 
from last four years. 

“In this connection a case 
under relevant sections of 
law has been registered 
and investigation has been 
set into motion,” a police 
spokesperson said.

In a similar incident, Altaf 
Hussain, a constable of SSB 
14th battalion went missing 
from Nagam area of the dis-
trict along with his PAGE 02 

All Party Meet Today, Mehbooba To Join 
Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah has con-
vened a meeting at his residence on 
Thursday for chalking out the future 
course of action on 'Gupkar Declara-
tion' with regard to the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir which was 
revoked by the Centre last year.

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister and PDP president Mehboo-
ba Mufti, who was released from de-
tention after 14 months on Tuesday, 
will also attend the meeting.

"My father and I called on Meh-
booba Mufti Sahiba to enquire about 
her well-being after her release from 
detention," NC vice president Omar 
Abdullah told reporters. PAGE 02

‘Will Take Back What 
Delhi Snatched'

Shortly after being released 
from detention on Tuesday, 
Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP) president Mehbooba Mufti 
posted a message on Twitter 
saying the people of Kashmir 
will never forget the "insult" and 
"humiliation" they faced when 
New Delhi "illegally" and in an 
"undemocratic" manner revoked 
Jammu and Kashmir’s special 
status on August 5.
In the audio message, she also 
called the New Delhi’s August 5 
move a “black decision P-02

Abdullah, Mufti 
Meet Irks BJP

Jammu and Kashmir BJP chief 
Ravinder Raina reacted sharp-
ly to the meeting between 

NC president Farooq Abdullah, 
his son Omar Abdullah and PDP 
president Mehbooba Mufti on 
Wednesday and warned them 
of "serious consequences" for 
conspiring to "bleed Kashmir".
The three former chief ministers 
met at Mufti's residence in Sri-
nagar after her release from 14 
months in preventive detention 
on Tuesday and accepted the 
invitation for a meeting P-02 

Unite & Fight Centre's 
'Tyranny', Says PC

Senior Congress leader 
P Chidambaram has 
welcomed the release of 

former Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Mehbooba Mufti and 
called on all mainstream political 
parties in the state to come to-
gether to fight what he said was 
the "tyranny" of the Centre.
PDP president Mufti was re-
leased on Tuesday night as the 
Union Territory administration 
revoked the Public Safety Act 
(PSA) charges against her, more 
than a year after P-02

Jinping Tells Chinese 
Troops To Be War Ready
NEW DELHI: At a time when 
the seventh round of India 
and China military talks to 
resolve the border disputes 
in Eastern Ladakh have end-
ed in a deadlock, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping has told 
his soldiers, "We must put 
all our minds and energy on 

preparing for war."
Xi made these remarks 

while visiting a Marine Corps 
base in the Guangdong prov-
ince, where he made an impor-
tant speech, Xinhua reported.

In his speech, Xinhua re-
ported, "Xi Jinping pointed out 
that we must putPAGE 02

11 More Coronavirus 
Deaths In J&K, Toll 1354
SRINAGAR: At least eleven 
more people succumbed to 
coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, tak-
ing the number of Covid-19 
fatalities in the Union Terri-
tory to 1354.

While Jammu division re-
ported six more Covid-19 
deaths on Wednesday, five 

others became victims of the 
deadly infection in the Kash-
mir Valley.

Four among the victims 
from the Valley were Sri-
nagar residents while another 
hailed from Shopian district of 
south Kashmir, officials said.

They said that a 65-year-old 
woman who wasPAGE 02

Hurriyat Flays  
PSA On Teachers
SRINAGAR: All Party Hur-
riyat Conference (APHC) led 
by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on 
Wednesday condemned the 
slapping of controversial 
Public Safety Act (PSA) on 
three Shopian school teach-
ers and said that oppressive 
measures like arbitrary ar-
rests and human rights viola-
tions will only PAGE 02

Cabinet Okays Rs 
520-Cr Package
NEW DELHI: The Union Cabi-
net chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
approved a special package of 
Rs 520 crore for Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh under 
the National Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NRLM), Union Minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, JavadekarPAGE 02

Banihal Highway To 
Remain Closed On Fridays 

Protests After Army 
Vehicle Crushes Youth
SRINAGAR: Police on Wednes-
day used batons and fired tear 
smoke shells to break-up an 
anti-army demonstration af-
ter an army vehicle knocked 
to death a youth in Srinagar, 
barely hours after a man was 
hit and injured by another 
army vehicle in central Kash-

mir’s Ganderbal district.
Muhammad Ashraf Sheikh 

of Zewan Bala was killed on 
the spot while his pillion rid-
er Abdul Hamid Mir was in-
jured when their two-wheel-
er (JK01AD-0992) was hit 
by an army vehicle near the 
garrisoned locality PAGE 02

SRINAGAR: Traffic authorities 
in Jammu and Kashmir have 
suspended movement of vehi-
cles on Jammu-Srinagar High-
way on every Friday for next 
six weeks for maintenance of 
the arterial road, officials said 
here on Wednesday.

"In connection with the 

maintenance of the NHW-
44, no vehicular movement 
will be allowed every Friday 
starting from 16-10-2020 to 
30-11-2020," an advisory by 
Traffic Department said.

The advisory also requested 
government forces not to ply 
against the traffic planPAGE 02
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All Party Meet Today, Mehbooba 
...
He said the PDP leader has accepted the invitation for the meeting of 
signatories to the Gupkar Declaration on Thursday.
"She has kindly accepted Farooq sahib's invitation to join a meeting of 
the Gupkar Declaration signatories tomorrow afternoon," Omar said.
Gupkar Declaration is a resolution issued after an all-party meeting on 
August 4, 2019 at the Gupkar residence of the NC president.
The resolution at the end of the meet on August 4, 2019, a day before 
the Centre announced its decision of revocation of Jammu and Kash-
mir's special status and split it into two Union territories, said the par-
ties unanimously resolved that they would be united in their effort to 
protect and defend the identity, autonomy and special status of Jammu 
and Kashmir against all attacks and onslaughts.
The parties had met again in August this year and vowed to fight for 
restoration of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir.

‘Will Take Back What Delhi...
taken on a black day”. “I am released after more than a year. During my 
time in detention, the black decision of the black day in August 2019 
continued to attack my heart,” Mufti said in the audio clip posted with 
a black plaque.
“I feel this must have been the condition of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. None of us can forget the insult of that day. Now we need 
to take back what Delhi Darbar took away from us illegally and in an 
undemocratic manner.
“Not only this we will have to continue our struggle for the resolution 
of Kashmir issue for which thousands of our people have laid down 
their lives. I know the way ahead is not easy, but our resolve will help 
us tread the path,” Mufti added.
Today, when I am being let off, I demand the release of others who are 
still in detention illegally," Mufti said in the message.
Mufti was released on Tuesday night as the Union Territory adminis-
tration revoked the Public Safety Act charges against her, more than a 
year after she was detained following the abrogation of special status 
of the erstwhile state.
The release of the first ever woman chief minister of J&K comes ahead 
of the expiry of the deadline set by Supreme Court, which had been 
approached by her daughter Iltija Mufti with a habeas corpus petition 
challenging her “illegal” detention.
The top court had on September 29 given the administration of Jammu 
and Kashmir till October 14 to explain how long they intended to keep 
Mufti in custody. The Deputy Commissioner ordered that the PSA has 
been revoked with immediate effect. Her detention period had been 
extended for a period of three months on July 31 this year.
Meanwhile, the scenes at the residence of party president Mehbooba 
Mufti after her suggest that there is a lot of fight left in her.
From a 70-year-old party worker from south Kashmir to whatever 
remains of the senior party leadership, PDP members on Wednesday 
made a beeline to Fairview Bungalow -- the official residence of Meh-
booba -- hoping to meet the woman who is now being dubbed by her 
admirers as the 'Iron Lady of Kashmir'.
She is ready for the fight, was the common refrain of those who met her.
The PDP is using social media to the hilt to enhance the image of Me-
hbooba, the first and last woman chief minister of erstwhile Jammu 
and Kashmir state, by posting videos and photographs of her meetings 
with her party workers.
Noor Mohammad, a party worker from south Kashmir who can barely 
stand upright due to old age, was among the people who met Meh-
booba Mufti less than 24 hours after her release.
"I left home at 6 AM to ensure that I return only after meeting my sis-
ter and leader Mehbooba ji. Her father (late Mufti Mohammad Sayeed) 
was blessed, so is she," the elderly man said.
The scenes at Mehbooba's residence were in complete contrast to last 
year when leader after leader deserted the PDP and later joined hands 
with Altaf Bukhari -- a former minister and close aide of the PDP presi-
dent who floated his own political outfit later.
"Mehbooba Ji was detained for the longest period which shows how 
much the BJP government at the Centre is frightened of her popular-
ity among the masses," Bashir Ahmad, a party worker from Anantnag 
district, said after meeting the PDP president.
Several PDP leaders, including former MLA from Wachi Aijaz Mir, post-
ed laudatory tweets about the party leader.
"After a detention period of 1 year and 2 months, our party president @
MehboobaMufti sahiba released today. We salute her steadfast deter-
mination & exemplary courage!" Mir tweeted.
Mohit Bhan, a spokesman of the PDP, praised Mehbooba for her message.

"That's how a leader talks. No 4G restoration demands. No Statehood 
restoration demands. One and only demand and resolve to fight for it. 
Restore our dignity, restore our pride and restore our rights," Bhan said.
Firdous Tak, a former MLC, said it was the pressure of the Supreme 
Court that has worked in getting Mehbooba Mufti released.
Besides party workers, senior National Conference leaders Farooq 
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah and People's Conference Chief Sajad Gani 
Lone visited Mehbooba Mufti at her residence.
Senior Congress leader Karan Singh welcomed Mehbooba Mufti's release 
and expressed the hope that she will strengthen the democratic process by 
taking her agenda to the people once fresh elections take place.
DMK chief M K Stalin also expressed happiness over her release and 
urged the government to free other political detainees.
"The democratic processes, which have been suspended during this 
time, must also be reinstated," he tweeted. (With PTI inputs)

Abdullah, Mufti Meet Irks BJP...
of signatories to the Gupkar Declaration on Thursday.
The Gupkar Declaration is a resolution issued after an all-party meeting 
on August 4, 2019, at the Gupkar residence of the National Conference 
chief.
The resolution at the end of the meet on August 4, 2019, a day before the 
Centre announced its decision of revocation of Jammu and Kashmir's 
special status and bifurcated it into union territories, said the parties 
unanimously resolved that they would be united in their effort to pro-
tect and defend the identity, autonomy and special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir against all attacks and onslaughts.
The parties had met again in August this year and vowed to fight for 
restoration of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir.
"Farooq and his son Omar Abdullah met Mufti and discussed how to 
carry forward the Gupkar Agenda, which is the agenda of anti-national 
elements and an agenda of Pakistan. The people of J-K had nothing to do 
with this agenda," the Jammu and Kashmir BJP chief said in a statement 
here this evening.
He said the people of Jammu and Kashmir have already "thrown this 
agenda to the dustbin".
"They want to save themselves and hide their sins (under this agenda). 
They are making conspiracies and those who are behind conspiracies 
cannot save themselves," he said.
Raina said the people in Jammu and Kashmir want peace and develop-
ment and upholding of the communal harmony.
"Over the past 70 years, Article 370 have done great injustice with Paki-
stani refugees, Gujjar and Bakerwal communities, Valmiki and Gorkha 
communities, women and nationalists and also gave birth to terrorism 
and separatism in J-K," the BJP leader said, adding that the Article has 
become a history and can never be restored.
He alleged that the Abdullahs and Mufti are conspiring to "bleed Kash-
mir' once again but nobody will be allowed to cause harm to the law 
and order situation in the valley. "They will face serious consequences."
"They are using the Gupkar Agenda to save their skin and we will not 
allow them to succeed," he said, adding that the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir know their past when they were in power and have committed 
large scale sins.

Unite & Fight Centre's...
she was detained following abrogation of the special status of the erst-
while state.
"Happy that Ms Mehbooba Mufti has been finally released after 14 
months of unjustified detention. Sad that the central government and 
the J&K administration have not yet realized the enormity of the abuse 
of law," Chidambaram said.
"All mainstream parties in J&K should come together to fight the tyr-
anny of the central government," the former home minister said in a 
series of tweets late Tuesday night.
Karan Singh, senior Congress leader and former Sadr-e-Riyasat of J&K, 
also welcomed Mufti's release.

2 Militants Killed In Shopian...
performed after conducting their medico-legal formalities including 
collection of DNA,” the police spokesperson said, adding” In case any 
family claims the killed militants to be their kith or kin, they can come 
forward for their identification at PCR Kashmir Srinagar and participa-
tion in last rites at Handwara,”
The police spokesperson further said that a case under relevant sections 
of law has been registered in this regard and further investigation has 
been initiated.
“People are requested to cooperate with police till the area is completely 
sanitized and cleared of all the explosive materials, if any,” he added.

SPO, SSB Jawan 'Escape' From...
INSAS service rifle.
“A missing report has been filed at Chadoora police station and investi-
gations have been started,” an official said, adding that a massive man-
hunt has been launched to track the missing SSB jawan.
A local news agency KNO quoted an unnamed police officer as saying 
that a high alert has been sounded in the district and all exit and entry 
points are maintaining a tight vigil.
“A massive manhunt has been launched across the district by all secu-
rity agencies to track down the missing SSB man and the SPO,” officer 
said, adding, it seems the missing men may have been influenced by the 
militants and may have joined the militancy.
Speaking to journalists at Handwara, Director General of police (DGP) 
Dilbagh Singh termed the incidents as unfortunate. 
“Such incidents are very unfortunate but we have initiated the process 
to track both SSB man and the SPO. We are sure, we will get them soon,” 
he added.

Jinping Tells Chinese Troops...
all our minds and energy on preparing for war and maintain a state of 
high alert."
According to Xinhua, Xi emphasised that it is necessary to uphold the 
party's absolute leadership over the military, strengthen the party's in-
novative theoretical arms, and pay close attention to comprehensively 
and strictly govern the party and the military.
"And ensure that the troops are absolutely loyal, absolutely pure, and 
absolutely reliable," Xi told the troops.
Xi also called for carrying on the "red gene" and creating a spirit "that is 
not afraid of hardship and death".
"It is necessary to carry forward the fine traditions, carry on the red 
gene, build the unique military culture of the Marine Corps, cultivate 
a fighting spirit that is not afraid of hardship and death, and bring the 
troops to life," Xi added.
The Marine Corps performs diverse tasks and requires multiple capa-
bilities, Xi said.
Xi's emphasis was on combat training. "It is necessary to persist in lead-
ing training by combat, strengthen task traction, strengthen targeted 
and confrontational training, and beat and exercise the troops hard and 
severely," the Chinese President said.
He added that it is necessary to promote innovations in combat theory, 
training models, and task organisation to improve training levels and 
actual combat capabilities.
Xi said it is necessary to strengthen the integration of subordinate com-
bat forces, combat units, and combat elements, strengthen coordination 
with other services, straighten out related command and support rela-
tionships, and deeply integrate into the joint combat system.
It was not clear if Xi's rallying the troops is aimed at India or the US as 
China is engaged in a tense standoff with both the countries.

11 More Coronavirus Deaths In...
diagnosed with bilateral Community Acquired Pneumonia died six days 
after being admitted to the hospital.
A 65-year-old man from Safa Kadal Srinagar died 11 days after he was 
admitted to SKIMS Soura , officials said. Also, they said two more men—
a 70-year-old and a 73-year-old from Lal Bazar died at the tertiary care 
hospital.   
Regarding the 70-year-old man, they said, he was admitted on October 
10 while the 73-year-old was admitted on October 8.  
Regarding the deaths from Jammu, they said, three among the victims 
belonged to the winter capital of the J&K, two from Udhampur and one 
from Rajouri.  
With these deaths, the fatality count has reached 911 in Valley and 443 
in Jammu.
Srinagar district with 325 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu (230), 
Baramulla (132), Budgam (90), Pulwama (75), Kupwara (71), Anantnag 
(70), Kulgam (43), Bandipora(42), Rajouri (45), Doda (40), Shopian (33), 
Ganderbal (30), Kathua (29), Udhampur (25), Samba (24), Poonch (22), 
Ramban (11), Kishtwar(11) and Reasi (6). 

701 New Cases Include 33 ...
Meanwhile Jammu and Kashmir reported on Wednesday 701 new cases 
of coronavirus, including 33 travelers, taking the number of people in-
fected by the virus across the Union Territory to 85409.
While 437 fresh cases were reported from Kashmir valley, 264 others 
were confirmed by officials from the Jammu division
Officials said that Srinagar reported 163 cases, Budgam 43, Baramulla 
70, Pulwama 26, Kupwara 23, Anantnag 28, Bandipora 32, Ganderbal 
35, Kulgam 8 and Shopian. 

Jammu reported 28 cases, Rajouri 22, Udhampur 21, Doda 11, Kathua 9, 
Poonch 18, Samba 13, Kishtwar 28, Ramban 9 and Reasi 5.   
Moreover, they said, 816 more COVID-19 patients have recovered and 
were discharged from various hospitals— 401 from Jammu Division 
and 415 from Kashmir Valley.  

Hurriyat Flays  PSA On Teachers...
increase resentment and retaliation.
In a statement issued here to media, an APHC spokesperson expressed 
concern over the alleged oppression unleashed upon people, especial-
ly the arrests of the youth and the violation of basic human rights in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The separatist conglomerate said such measures 
aimed at silencing the voice of the people and their basic rights will 
only increase resentment and retaliation.
The APHC spokesperson also condemned slapping of PSA on three 
school teachers of an educational institute in Shopian and filing of cas-
es against five other teachers besides the use of brute force and merci-
less beating of youth in Barzulla, Rambagh and Rawalpora by the Army.
“The conglomerate said the reason behind the political uncertainty, 
intimidation instability and the atmosphere of intimidation and fear 
in Jammu & Kashmir since 1947 is the lingering Kashmir Issue,” the 
spokesperson said. 
“Till this dispute is not peacefully resolved as per the principles of 
truth and justice, in accordance with the wishes and aspirations of the 
people of Jammu & Kashmir, there is no guarantee of improvement in 
situation in the region,” he added.
The spokesperson of the parallel Hurriyat faction also reiterated the 
demand of releasing chairman Mirwaiz Moulvi Muhammad Umar Fa-
rooq and all other political leaders, activists and youth who were ar-
rested before August 5, 2019 and after and are lodged in jails in and 
outside Jammu & Kashmir.

Cabinet Okays Rs 520-Cr...
said the package will ensure sufficient funds under the mission to both 
the Union Territories.
The decision is in line with Centre's aim to universalise all centrally 
sponsored beneficiary-oriented schemes in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh in a time-bound manner, he said.
NRLM aims to enable the rural poor to increase household income 
through sustainable livelihood enhancements and improved access to 
financial services.

Protests After Army Vehicle...
of Pandrethan in the city outskirts on Wednesday evening, witnesses 
told Kashmir Observer. The injured man, they said was removed to the 
hospital for treatment.
Sheikh’s death, eyewitnesses said set off strong anti-army demonstra-
tion in the area. Dozens of people, including women hit the streets and 
staged a protest seeking punishment for the army driver for crushing 
the youth to death.
Angry protesters, eyewitnesses said also blocked Srinagar-Jammu 
highway near Pandrethan to denounce what they termed ‘murder’ of 
the scooty rider. 
A local news agency KDC reported that police fired teargas shells to 
disperse the protesters and to throw highway open for traffic.
The report quoting an unnamed police official said that cognizance of 
the incident has been taken.
Earlier in the day, anti-army protests broke out in Kangan area of Gan-
derbal district after an army vehicle hit a minibus, injuring an elderly 
man.
55-year-old Muhammad Maqbool Khan of Hariganiwan Kangan was 
injured after the minibus, he was travelling in was hit by an army vehi-
cle. The injured man was shifted to Sub District Hospital (SDH) Kangan 
for treatment. However, the doctors there referred him to SKIMS Soura 
for advanced treatment.
The accident, witnesses said set off anti-army protests in the area. 
Chanting slogans, dozens of people blocked Srinagar-Leh road de-
manding action against the driver.
Later, a police team reached the spot and pacified the protesters by 
assuring action.

Banihal Highway To Remain...
on Fridays in view of road maintenance.
“As far as Mughal Road is concerned, only load carriers carrying es-
sential supplies, subject to fair weather and good road condition, shall 
be allowed on this road on these days. Moreover, no passenger vehicle 
or pedestrian shall be allowed on Mughal Road during this period,” the 
advisory added.

4 Booked For Duping Businessman 
Of Rs 18 Lakh In Jammu

NC Patron Farooq Abdullah and his son Omar leaving PDP President Mehbooba Mufti’s residence after 
meeting her on Wednesday. Pic, Abid Bhat 

PTI

JAMMU- The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police Crime Branch on 
Wednesday booked four people, 
including two brothers, for dup-
ing a businessman of Rs 18 lakh 
on the pretext of selling over 
half an acre land here, an official 
spokesperson said.

The plot of land under conten-
tion belongs to the state and the 
accused conspired and commit-
ted forgery and cheated the com-
plainant, following which a for-
mal case was registered against 
them under relevant sections of 

the law, the spokesman of Crime 
Branch, Jammu, said.

He said a written complaint 
was lodged by Raj Daluja, a resi-
dent of Trikuta Nagar, alleging 
that Kuldeep Mahajan, his broth-
er Rakesh Kumar Mahajan, Mohd 
Sharif Sartaj and Ishwar Dass 
approached him and claimed 
that a plot of land at Rakh Bahu 
is owned and in their possession 
under cultivation and induced 
him that they are fully compe-
tent to sell or transfer the land 
for development of his business.

Deal for the said piece of land 
was finalised for consideration 

of Rs 68 lakh, and the complaint 
paid Rs four lakh as advance 
money and later on, Rs 14 lakh 
to the accused through cheques, 
the spokesman said, adding the 
complainant further alleged that 
an agreement to sell was execut-
ed and duly registered.

On receipt of the complaint, a 
preliminary verification was ini-
tiated, and during the course of 
inquiry, it has prima facie been 
established that the piece of land 
under contention is state land, and 
the accused persons conspired 
and committed forgery and duped 
him of his money, the official said.

Foiled BAT Action Along LoC: Army
Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: The Army on 
Wednesday said it has foiled 
suspected BAT action from 
Pakistani side along the Line of 
Control in Tangdhar sector of 

Jammu and Kashmir.
"Suspected BAT (Border Ac-

tion Team) action bid foiled in 
Tangdhar. Today early morning, 
suspicious activity was observed 
of 3-4 intruders by alert troops, 
close to forward post along LoC," 

the Srinagar-based Chinar Corps 
said in a tweet.

It said timely action by alert 
troops averted the infiltration 
bid. "Area search and surveil-
lance (is) under progress," it 
added.

Farooq's Remarks On Art 370 
Restoration 'Unacceptable': 
Karan Singh

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Senior Congress leader Karan 
Singh said Wednesday National Confer-
ence leader Farooq Abdullah's remarks on 
restoring the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir were "totally unacceptable" and 
could provoke "unrealistic expectations" 
among the people of Kashmir.

"My old friend Farooq Abdullah has 
made an astounding statement to the ef-
fect that Article 370 will be restored with 
China's support," Singh said.

"I can understand his rage and frus-

tration at recent events, including the 
fact that he was under house arrest for a 
year, an emotion that large sections in the 
Kashmir Valley share. However, his recent 
articulation is totally unacceptable. It will 
tend to, once again, provoke totally unre-
alistic expectations among the people of 
Kashmir," he said in a statement.

The National Conference has denied 
Abdullah said Article 370 would be re-
stored with "China's support". It asserted 
that Abdullah never justified China's ex-
pansionism or its aggression during his 
interview to a TV channel on Sunday.

Soldiers In Kashmir Are Being Trained To Kill Drones
Agencies

PULWAMA: Threat of militans us-
ing hexacopters to lob grenades 
at state forces at Line of Control 
(LoC) as well as in the Kashmir 
hinterland have made armed 
forces adopt new training course 
for the troops. Now, soldiers are 
learning how to kill drones.

The Indian Army has adopted a 
new training module for their troops 
deployed in Jammu and Kashmir for 
anti-militancy operations.

Trainers at 15 Corps Battle 
School, wherein specialised com-
bat training is imparted through 
real life situations, are now be-
ing educated on how to thwart 
emerging threats due to drones.

“We are sensitising all the 
troops who come for training 
here about threats that drones 
poses to counter insurgency op-
erations,” said one of the train-
ers, adding that there have been 
intelligence inputs that militans 
can use drones to lob grenades 
at the security establishments 
and troops involved in counter 
terror operations in built up area 
of militant hot-beds in the valley.

Indian Army officers or sol-
diers who get posted to the val-
ley need to undergo a training 
course at the battle school where 
they are trained for their upcom-
ing task in the new terrain.

The battle school runs two 
training courses: one for those 

who are to be posted at Line of 
Control with Pakistan and anoth-
er for those who are to be posted 
in counter insurgency units in 
different parts of the valley.

The soldiers who are to be de-
ployed at LoC have to undergo 
14 days training programme and 
those who are to be deployed in 
the valley for counter operations 
have to undergo 28 days course.

“Both the courses have some 
common training module, in-
cluding drones,” said another 
trainer adding that these train-
ing programmes will help the 
troops on the ground.

Last month intelligence agen-
cies had flagged that Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 

has procured a sizable number of 
Hexacopters from a Chinese firm 
associated with the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to 
flood Jammu and Kashmir with 
weapons to create unrest.

Indian intelligence agencies 
stated that ISI has adopted a new 
modus operandi to infiltrate by 
weaponing the militants who 
have been without weapon. 
Sending weapons separately by 
drones or other means has also 
been instituted to reduce the risk 
of militans getting eliminated at 
the Line of Control itself.

Sources said that due to the 
strong anti-infiltration grid es-
tablished by the Indian security 
forces, Pakistan has been unable 

to infiltrate militans or weapons 
into the valley to increase insur-
gency. So they have adopted the 
new modus operandi.

Pakistan too has been adopting 
new training measures. Militatns 
are being taught how to operate 
drones so that when they in-
filtrate into valley they can use 
drones to hit at security estab-
lishments and forces engaged in 
counter terror operations.

Last month, security forces 
recovered EMEI Type 97 NSR 
rifles manufactured by Norinco 
company of China, which is a 
standard issue to PLA soldiers 
and also gifted to Pakistan 
Frontier Force as part of CPEC 
cooperation.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives

75-yr old villager 
killed as militant

K
upwara- State forces tortured a 75-year old villager 
to death after giving him the appearance of a foreign 
militant. In the process his wife also died of shock on 
watching her aged husband being killed.

According to reports, an encounter between the state forces 
and militants at Gund Machar in Lolab area of this district left a 
foreign militant injured two days ago. He had taken refuge in a 
local mosque. Troops shot him dead right in the mosque. Later, 
the state forces claimed to have killed two foreign militants in 
the encounter.

However, villagers alleged that only one unidentified mili-
tant was killed in the incident. The second deceased was none 
other than a local 75-year old villager, Muhammad Jamal s/o 
Fateh Muhammad. After torturing him to death, the state forces 
dragged his body to the Redbugh camp where his grey hair was 
.dyed black and declared a foreign militant. However, the family 
later identified him as Muhammad Jamal.

 (Kashmir Observer, October 15, 2000)
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•	 	533	 	 -	Byzantine	General	Belisarius	makes	his	 formal	entry	
into	Carthage,	having	conquered	it	from	the	Vandals

•	 1522	 -	 	 Emperor	 Karel	 I	 names	 Hernán	 Cortés	 governor	 of	
Mexico

•	 1552		-	Khanate	of	Kazan	is	conquered	by	troops	of	Ivan	Grozny.
•	 1756		-	Saxon	army	surrenders	to	Prussia
•	 1815		-Napoleon	Bonaparte	arrives	on	island	of	St	Helena	to	

begin	his	exile
•	 1842		-	Karl	Marx	becomes	editor-in-chief	of	Rheinische	Zeitung
•	 1888	 -	 	 German	 philosopher	 Friedrich	 Nietzsche	 decides	 to	

write	his	autobiography	"Ecce	Homo"	on	his	44th	birthday
•	 1904		-	The	Russians	are	driven	back	by	the	Japanese	in	the	

Battle	of	Shaho;	both	sides	suffer	high	casualties:	Japanese	
(16,000)	and	Russians	

•	 1914	-		Battle	of	Warsaw,	begins	(ends	Oct	21)
•	 1924	-	 	US	President	Calvin	Coolidge	declares	Statue	of	Lib-

erty	a	national	monument
•	 1932		-	Tata	Airlines	(later	to	become	Air	India)	makes	its	first	flight.
•	 1940	-	Heavy	German	air	raid	on	London,	400	killed
•	 1941		-	Hideki	Tojo	appointed	Prime	Minister	of	Imperial	Japan
•	 1946	St	Louis	Cards	beat	Boston	Red	Sox,	4	games	to	3	in	43rd	

World	Series
•	 1948	-		China's	Red	army	occupies	Chinchov
•	 1949	-	 	Administration	of	territory	of	Manipur	taken	over	by	

Indian	government
•	 1949	-		Tripura	accedes	to	Indian	union
•	 1951	-		First	synthesis	of	an	oral	contraceptive	(norethindrone)	

made	by	Luis	E.	Miramontes	under	direction	of	Carl	Djerassi	
and	George	Rosenkranz	at	Mexican	drug	company	Syntex

•	 1958		-	Tunisia	drops	diplomatic	relations	with	Egypt
•	 1963		-	Ludwig	Erhard	succeeds	Konrad	Adenauer	as	Chancel-

lor	of	West	Germany
•	 1967	 	 -	 The	 Motherland	 Calls,	 a	 monumental	 statue	 com-

memorating	the	battle	of	Stalingrad	completed	in	Volgograd,	
Russia,	then	the	World's	tallest	statue	designed	by	Yevgeny	
Vuchetich

•	 1969	-		Vietnam	Moratorium	Day;	millions	nationwide	protest	
the	war

•	 1970		-	Russian	passenger	flight	hijacked	to	Turkey
•	 1970		-	Anwar	Sadat	elected	3rd	President	of	Egypt,	succeed-

ing	Gamal	Abdel	Nasser
•	 1973	-	 	Tanks	attack	Thailand	demonstrating	students,	300	

killed
•	 1980		-	Nobel	Prize	in	Economics	awarded	to	Lawrence	R	Klein.
•	 1985	-		Nobel	prize	for	economics	awarded	to	Franco	Modigliani
•	 1985		-	Shuttle	Columbia	carries	Spacelab	into	orbit
•	 1987	-	The	Great	Storm	of	1987	hits	France	and	England.
•	 1993	-		Nelson	Mandela	and	South	African	President	F.	W.	de	

Klerk	awarded	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize
•	 1997	-		US	launches	nuclear	powered	Cassini	to	Saturn
•	 1997	-	 	Nobel	Prize	 for	Chemistry	awarded	to	 Jens	Christain	

Skou,	Paul	D.	Boyer	and	John	E.	Walker	for	their	work	on	en-
zymes	in	the	body

•	 2001	-	 	NASA's	Galileo	spacecraft	passes	within	112	miles	of	
Jupiter's	moon	Io.

•	 2003	 	 -	China	 launches	Shenzhou	5,	 its	 first	manned	space	
mission.

•	 2005	-	Iraqi	constitution	ratification	vote
•	 2011		-	Global	protests	break	out	in	951	cities	in	82	countries
•	 2017	 	 -	 500	wildfires	 occur	 in	 Portugal	 and	Northern	 Spain	

fanned	by	winds	from	Hurricane	Ophelia,	killing	at	least	35
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Demise of Former DG Tourism 
M Ashraf Condoled
He	was	an	encyclopaedia	of	Kashmir	tourism:	Sarmad	
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 14: The Depart-
ment of Tourism has condoled the demise 
of former Director General, Tourism, 
Muhammad Ashraf who passed away last 
night here.

The deceased had served the Depart-
ment in various capacities and rose to the 
position of Director-General.

Soon after hearing of Mr. Ashraf’s de-
mise, a condolence meeting was convened 
at the Directorate of Tourism here this 
morning in which the speakers recalled 
the contribution rendered by late Mr. 
Ashraf in the development of Tourism in 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

The condolence meeting was chaired 
by Secretary, Tourism, Culture, Youth 
Services & Sports, Sarmad Hafeez.

Addressing the meeting, Mr. Sarmad 
Hafeez said late Mr. Ashraf was an en-
cyclopaedia of Kashmir tourism whose 
contribution in its growth and develop-
ment is unparalleled. He said he had the 
passion of promoting Kashmir tourism 
to such an extent that he did it even after 
his retirement through his newspaper col-
umns and books.

“He popularised Adventure tourism 
in Jammu & Kashmir in a big way and 
his contribution in getting Ladakh on the 

tourist map would always immortalise 
Ashraf sahib”, the Tourism Secretary said 
in his address in the condolence meeting.

Mr. Hafeez prayed for peace to the de-
parted soul of Mr. Ashraf and conveyed 
his sympathies with the bereaved family.

Director, Tourism, Kashmir, Nisar 
Ahmad Wani in his address said with his 
vast experience in tourism, trekking and 
adventure sports, Mr. Ashraf made a phe-
nomenal contribution to J&K’s tourism 
which would be remembered by one and 
all. He also prayed for peace to the depart-
ed soul.

The condolence meeting was attended 

by all the senior officers and staff of the 
Tourism Department.

Similar condolence meetings were 
held at the offices of Tourism Department 
at New Delhi and Jammu.

Considered as the founder of adven-
ture tourism in Kashmir, Mr. Ashraf 
played a key role in developing Ladakh 
as a tourist destination, and bringing it 
on the tourist map of the world. He would 
write frequently on the history of the 
land, tourism and other social issues.  He 
also authored a couple of books on Jam-
mu, Kashmir and Ladakh.

Miscreants cut down over 2 dozen apple trees in Kangan

Bukhari welcomes release of Mehbooba 

Khalida	Shah	
telephones	
Mehbooba	
Srinagar: Awami National Conference pa-
tron Khalida Shah Wednesday welcomed the 
release of PDP President Mehbooba Mufti.

  In a statement, the party said that 
Khalida Shah had a telephonic conversa-
tion with Mehbooba Mufti. She termed 
the incarceration of Mehbooba Mufti as 
illogical, unwanted and uncalled for after 
the Modi government’s decision of 5th Au-
gust 2019 that according to her has pushed 
Jammu & Kashmir into a political crisis.

    “The entire country has been put 
to risk by the unconstitutional, illegal & 
arbitrary decision taken at the behest of 
divisive forces spearheaded by the RSS,” 
she said.

    Khalida Shah laid stress on the 
historic requirement for a united fight 
to secure the special status of J&K ‘State’ 
with honour & dignity.

Rapid antigen tests masking Kashmir’s 
Covid-19 numbers: DAK
Srinagar, Oct 14: With wide-
spread use of rapid antigen 
tests in Kashmir for the detec-
tion of Covid-19 cases, Doctors 
Association Kashmir (DAK) on 
Wednesday said these diagnos-
tic tests miss a large number 
of positive cases obscuring the 
true picture of the outbreak in 
the valley.

“One in two persons infect-
ed with the novel coronavirus 
receive false negative results 
by rapid antigen test,” said 
DAK President and influenza 
expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

“At SMHS hospital, more 
than half of the patients who 
tested negative for Covid-19 in 
an antigen test later came posi-
tive with real time PCR meth-
od,” he said.

DAK President said while 
rapid tests provide results in 
minutes, they are far less ac-
curate than the gold standard 
RT-PCR.

“Recent reports from Mum-
bai revealed that 60 percent of 
patients who tested negative in 
antigen tests at Nair hospital, 
came out positive when retest-
ed under RT-PCR,” he said.

“In a study, rapid antigen 
test detected between 11.1 per-
cent and 45.7 percent of RT-
PCR positive samples from Co-
vid-19 patients,” he added.

Dr Nisar said antigen test 
has a sensitivity of around 
50 percent – that means more 
than 50 percent of positive 
cases can be missed by the test.

“Not only do these rapid 

tests hinder the diagnosis in 
individual patients, but they 
also obscure the true extend of 
the outbreak,” he said.

“We may feel the cases are 
falling and we have begun to 
flatten the curve, but the re-
duction in the positive cases 
can simply be due to unreli-
able testing,” Dr Nisar said.

“The use of rapid tests 
could also mean letting many 
infected people return freely to 
the community spreading the 
virus to even more people.”

“Accurate diagnosis of Cov-
id-19 infection is crucial to help 
identify and control infection.

Low accuracy of rapid 
antigen test could diminish 
its usefulness as a screening 
tool,” he said.

‘Impact	of	Social	Media	on	Children’

CUK’s Law deptt holds 
speech competition
Ganderbal : Department of Law, Cen-
tral University of Kashmir (CUK) 
organized an inter-departmental 
speech competition on “The Impact 
of Social Media on Children,” at var-
sity’s Tulmulla Campus here.

Eighteen students, representing 
university departments, participat-
ed in the event, which was part of a 
programme series organized under 
the auspices of Legal-Aid-Clinic-for-
Juveniles established in the Law De-
partment, sponsored under a project 
allotted to it by the Department of 
Justice, Government of India.

The participants highlighted the 
positive and negative impacts of so-
cial media on the growth and devel-
opment of children. Speaking about 
the negative aspects, many speakers 
highlighted that the increasing use of 
social media leads to the experiences 
of FOMO, feeling of anxiety or inse-
curity over the possibility of miss-
ing out on something, by children. 
They argued that the “obsession of 
social media has led to the feelings 
of depression among its nonstop us-
ers.” Many participants illustrated 
with examples of how uncensored 
use of social media by young minds 
“exposes them to sexual predation 

and cyber-bullying.” They also spoke 
about the positive impacts of social 
media and said that its advent has 
opened new opportunities and vistas 
in the modern world. “The Covid-19 
pandemic has made us realize the 
value of social media as the latter 
provided us with an alternative to 
online social interactions,” they said.

Speaking on the occasion, Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir 
appreciated the department for hold-
ing the competition and emphasized 
that such events provide a platform 
for the all round development of 
the students. He said that education 
should result in overall growth of a 
child socially, economically, intellec-
tually and emotionally. “This is pos-
sible when a student moves beyond 
the classroom and participates in 
academic interactions, conferences 
and seminars.”

Thanking the Vice Chancellor 
for his presence, Prof. Farooq Ahmad 
Mir highlighted the importance of 
such events and emphasized that the 
aim of education is not only to attend 
classes, write examinations and wait 
for results, but its main objective 
should be to transform human beings 
into humane beings. 

Advisor	to	meet	
people	at	Srinagar	
on	October	15
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 14:  Ad-
visor to Lieutenant Governor, 
Farooq Khan will meet people 
at Lieutenant Governor's 
Grievance Cell Church Lane 
here on October 15 (Thursday) 
from 10 am to 12 noon.

It is further informed that 
the deputations, delegations, 
individuals or other people 
who want to meet the Advisor 
have to seek a prior appoint-
ment from his office on phone 
number: 9622749350.

All such people who will 
be visiting the venue are 
requested to follow all health 
guidelines and protocols and 
the deputations should not 
exceed more than 3 members 
in order to contain the spread 
of COVID-19 pandemic.

	New	Pediatric	
Hospital	Bemina:	
Work	in	Progress
RINAGAR, OCTOBER 14: Finan-
cial Commissioner (FC) Health 
and Medical Education Atal 
Dulloo today paid a visit to con-
struction site of New Pediatric 
Hospital Bemina and inspected 
the ongoing works there.

The Financial Commissioner 
was accompanied by Principal 
GMC Srinagar, Samia Rashid; 
Chief Engineer R&B Kashmir; 
HOD Pediatrics GMC Srinagar 
and other senior officers of the 
department during the visit.

The 500 bedded New 
Pediatric Hospital is being con-
structed at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 116.25 crore and the execu-
tion work is being carried out 
by Public Works Department 
(R&B) Kashmir division.

During the visit, Atal 
Dulloo took a detailed round 
of the hospital complex and in-
spected all the infrastructural 
works going on there besides 
other allied infrastructure.

On the occasion, Chief En-
gineer R&B presented a detailed 
outlay of hospital building 
before the Financial Commis-
sioner. He informed the FC that 
the hospital is a G+4 structure 
equipped with all kinds of 
modern facilities like elevators, 
ramps and others.

3rd Death Anniversary of 
Atiqa Bano Observed

Kangan: Miscreants chopped off 
over two dozen grown up apple 
trees in Kangan area of Central 
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.

   The incident occurred at Ki-
jpora area of Kangan.

According to news agency 

KNT the owner of an apple or-
chard identified as Sooda Mir son 
of Ghazi Mir, a resident of Hari-
pora Wussan Kangan approached 
police station Kangan, complain-
ing that miscreants have cut 
down his 25 apple trees.

Sources added that the owner 
is not suspecting anybody for be-
ing involved in the said act.

  Police Station Kangan 
has taken cognizance of the 
matter and set investigation 
into motion.

 Srinagar: Welcoming the release 
of former Chief Minister Mehboo-
ba Mufti, Apni Party president 
Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari 
on Wednesday called for release 
of all other political detainees 
who are lodged in and outside 
J&K jails.

   In a statement Bukhari ob-
served that the government’s 
move to release Ms. Mufti, though 
delayed, is a significant step in 
the right direction. He, however, 
demanded immediate release of 
hundreds of political detainees 
who are still in jails and some of 
whom are lodged outside J&K 

since August 5, 2019.
   “It has been our consistent 

demand that all the political ac-
tivists and leaders be released to 
ease up the sufferings of people. 
Their release is imperative in 
view of the fast spreading CO-

VID-19 pandemic that prevents 
their families, in most of the cas-
es, to visit them in jails outside 
J&K,” Bukhari observed.

   He said that on the one side 
the central government is taking 
all measures to stem the spread 
of the COVID-19 and on the other 
hand it seems the plight of politi-
cal detainees and their families is 
being ignored for trivial reasons.

   Bukhari said that there 
are families who are economi-
cally downtrodden and cannot 
meet their loved ones who were 
detained last year and are still 
lodged outside J&K jails.

BARAMULLA, OCTOBER 14: 
Adabi Markaz Kamraz J&K 
in collaboration with several 
social and cultural organisa-
tions today organised a day-
long function here at Sopore 
to observe the 3rd death anni-
versary of the renowned edu-
cationist Atiqa Bano.  On the 
occasion, an array of cultural 
activities meant to pay tribute 
and highlight her contribu-
tions, were carried out.

Deputy Commissioner 
Baramulla, Dr G N Itoo was the 
Chief Guest whereas Secretary 
Cultural Academy, Director 
Archives, Archaeology and Mu-
seums Muneer-ul-Islam was the 
Guest of Honour at the event.

On the occasion, a special 
Mehfil-e-Musharia was orga-
nized wherein various poets 
presented their literary works 
to pay homage to Atiqa Bano.

Deputy Commissioner, in 
his address highlighted her con-

tribution especially towards the 
education field and said that 
such personalities are an asset 
for the society who always work 
for the betterment of people.

He appreciated the organ-
isers for conducting the pro-
gramme and said that such 
occasions remind us of the ex-
emplary services of famous per-
sonalities who worked tireless-
ly for the welfare of the society.

Moreover, DC said that the 
administration is committed to 
preserve and promote our rich 
art and heritage besides high-
lighting the significance of our 
composite culture.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sopore Parveez 
Sajad, Former Director Gen-
eral Doordarshan Dr Rafiq 
Masoodi, President Adabi 
Markaz Kamraz Farooq Ra-
fiabaadi, prominent academi-
cians and other concerned 
were present on the occasion.
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

China Itch

National Conference leader Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah’s statement to a national television chan-
nel that Article 370 will be restored with 
China’s help has expectedly run into con-

troversy. The BJP has termed the statement as “an-
ti-national”. Its spokesperson Sambit Patra accused 
Abdullah of questioning the sovereignty of the coun-
try. However, this is not the first time that Abdullah 
has  brought up China since his release from detention 
in March. Earlier, in an interview to Karan Thapar, 
Abdullah had said that Kashmiris would rather want 
China to come in than be ruled by India. In saying so, 
while Abdullah has struck a chord in Kashmir, he has 
invited criticism from the BJP.

In recent months, China has loomed large over 
Kashmir. The incursions at several points along Line 
of Actual Control by the People’s Liberation Army 
have made China an inseparable part of the discourse 
about J&K.  There has been a huge debate about 
whether Chinese incursions in Ladakh had stemmed 
from New Delhi’s erasure of autonomous status of 
J&K and its bifurcation into two union territories,  
J&K and Ladakh.  There is a reason to take this ob-
servation seriously considering that China had vehe-
mently objected to India’s move.

Hua Chunying, spokesperson for the Chinese for-
eign ministry, in a written statement, called J&K an 
issue with the “legacy of history between India and 
Pakistan”.  He added that “the parties concerned 
should exercise restraint and act with caution, espe-
cially to avoid actions that unilaterally change the 
status quo and exacerbate the tension… We call on 
the two sides to peacefully resolve relevant disputes 
through dialogue and consultation and safeguard re-
gional peace and stability”.

China was also upset about the conversion of La-
dakh into a union territory. China has since given 
enough signals of its unhappiness with the altered sta-
tus of  J&K. In the latest statement on Tuesday, China 
has said it doesn’t recognize “the illegally established 
union territory in Ladakh”.

In June, deputy director of a Chinese ministry of 
state security-affiliated think tank, Institute of South 
Asian Studies at the China Institutes of Contempo-
rary International Relations (CICIR), Wang Shida 
too made it clear that the repeal of J&K’s status had 
“posed a challenge to the sovereignty of Pakistan and 
China” and “stimulated China and Pakistan to take 
counter-actions on the Kashmir issue”.

However, China hasn’t officially or publicly 
raised the issue of the withdrawal of J&K autonomy 
in the course of the ongoing stand-off with India. Be 
that  as it may, China’s incursions in Ladakh seems 
to have given it a more prominent role in J&K. Also, 
on its urging the United Nations Security Council 
has thrice discussed Kashmir over the last year, al-
beit in a closed door informal session. So, it is not 
just Abdullah who is raking up China. China has be-
come a reality in J&K in its own right and New Delhi 
has to deal with it.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

The new culture wars

Thirty-four of Bollywood’s top production compa-
nies, many helmed by the biggest stars, and four 
industry bodies, on Monday, filed a lawsuit in 
the Delhi High Court against “media trials”. 

The case is significant for two distinct reasons. One, it 
will throw open the question of free speech and its limits. 
While it is tempting to frame the issue only in terms of 
free expression — and media platforms must be allowed 
to publish and broadcast all forms of investigative sto-
ries and diverse views — the fact is that this right to free 
speech comes with a degree of responsibility as constitu-
tionally stipulated. To accuse people of murder, without 
any evidence, cannot be constructed as free speech. Some 
media outlets have also, often, provided a platform for 
hate speech. While the State cannot be trusted to regulate 
the media — for it will become a way to exercise control 
— self-regulation has failed too. The case must trigger a 
conversation on the need for a statutory-but-independent 
regulatory mechanism for television news.

India is also in the midst of a larger culture war. The 
political Right, which believes it is through culture that 
society and eventually politics is shaped, appears to 
view Bollywood as representative of the ancient regime, 
with its focus on pluralism and the presence of liberals 
as well as Muslim figures. The fact that the industry has 
a range of underlying issues — from a history of shady 
financing to nepotism — allows the Right to stoke public 
distrust. The effort appears to be to delegitimise exist-
ing Bollywood power structures and create a parallel, 
more pliant, “nationalist” industry which will shape 
ideological and cultural consciousness as desired by 
dominant political actors. 

Hindustan Times
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Covid19 has widened Learning Gaps

T
he Lockdown in India to 
confront the spread of Coro-
navirus has created lasting 
problems. It has also caused 

an enormous impact at the level of 
educational. As India began reporting 
its initial cases of Coronavirus, the 
administration immediately ordered 
the closure of educational institutions 
in order to stop the spread of infection. 
Even now, the country is far from fully 
opening up educational institutions. 
This has led to increased educational 
inequalities & learning gaps. 

Even as one can’t deny the role of 
teachers especially in J&K Kashmir, 
who have tried to take the best out of 
the situation for the students; these 
individual efforts are not enough to 
equate the absence of school’s level-
ling influence. 

It is pertinent to mention that chil-
dren from low-income families were 
already disadvantaged in educational 
terms, and the lockdown has worsened 
the situation for them. Learning gaps 
are compounding, which can be trou-
blesome for students, especially from 

the economically and socially under-
privileged groups.  

If we will talk of elementary educa-
tion, which is crucial and foundational 
in a children’s overall growth; it is in-
creasingly apparent that performance 
gaps occur in the earliest years of chil-
dren’s lives and fail to narrow in the 
years that follow. That is, children who 
start behind, stay behind—they are 
rarely able to make up the lost ground. 
These learning gaps not only ruin the 
future of students but also shatter the 
dreams of many parents. 

According to Bharath Sai in an ar-
ticle published by Mint, “This problem 
can be effectively addressed by incor-
porating a remedial education dimen-
sion into the syllabus & pedagogy”. 
Moreover, policymakers need to design 
a plan or rather strategize to address 
this grave issue. If left unaddressed, 
when these students return to schools, 
they will bring along this additional 
disadvantage with them.

Mushtaq Bhat 
mushtaqbhat1312@gmail.com

Literary Ecriture 

The Language of Deception
E

xtra judicial killings or 
‘encounters’ as they are 
called in popular par-
lance are no strangers to 

Kashmir, having a chequered and 
infamous history. In a report dat-
ing back to 1994, Human Rights 
Watch described it as a hallmark 
of counter-insurgency operations 
by Indian security forces in Kash-
mir. The report further noted that 
such extrajudicial killings were 
often carried out within hours of 
arrest, and were carried out, not 
as aberrations but as a “matter 
of policy”. In a 1995 report, Am-
nesty International stated that 
hundreds of civilians had been 
victims of such killings, which 
were often claimed by officers as 
occurring during “encounters” 
or “cross-fire”. In this context, 
one can recall the infamous Path-
ribal case of 2000 where the CBI 
itself described the killings as cold 
blooded murder or the Machil 
case of 2010.

 The latest installment in this 
series of ‘encounters’ is the Shopian 
killings where three innocent men 
Imtiyaz Ahmed, Abrar Ahmed and 
Mohammed Ibrar who hailed from 
Rajouri were killed in a fake encoun-
ter at Amshipura, Shopian. Taking 
cognizance of the same, the army 
released a terse statement. “Com-
mitted to ethical conduct during 
anti-militancy operations, the Army 
initiated an inquiry after social me-
dia reports indicated the three men 
were from Rajouri district in Jammu 
and had gone missing at Amshipu-
ra”, said Colonel Rajesh Kalia, the 
defence spokesperson in Srinagar. 
In a brief statement, the Army said 
that the Shopian operation contra-
vened the dos and don’ts of the Chief 
of Army Staff approved by the Su-
preme Court and that, “The inquiry 
has brought out certain prima facie 
evidence indicating that during the 
operation, powers vested under the 
AFSPA 1990 were exceeded.”

The statement presents a clas-
sical paradigm of the vacuous lan-
guage of power and the violence of 
erasure perpetuated by such lan-
guage. The statement, therefore, 
merits a deeper analysis of the con-
tradictions and evasions manifest 
in it that underscore the very intent 
of the ‘inquiry’ and predict the fu-
ture course that such an ‘inquiry’ is 
likely to take. 

One might well shrug off the 
statement, and object to a detailed 
analysis on the grounds that ‘en-
quiries’ in general are a farce, and 
more likely than not to exonerate 
the ‘accused’. However, this obliter-
ates the fact that the ‘admission’ is 
being used as a liberal propaganda 
to praise the army and preach its 
transparency; essentially giving a lie 
to the testimonies of army excesses 
at ground level. In the war of narra-
tives, it is imperative that the state-
ment be underscored and examined 
to point out how narratives of power 
are constructed, so that they can be 
contested effectively.  

To begin with, the statement sug-
gests that the army is, “committed to 
ethical conduct”. The verb commit-
ted suggests an absolute adherence 
to an ethical conduct, which in turn 
involves an adherence to integrity, 
objectivity, professional compe-
tence, confidentiality and profes-
sional behaviour.  Suffice to say that 
neither integrity nor professional 
competence or professional behav-
iour entails targeting innocent civil-
ians. The assertion of ethicality after 
a blatantly unethical act is aimed at 
erasing the violence of the act, and 
transform it into an opportunity to 
lend it a positive spin. 

Next, the statement suggests 
that at the behest of “social media 
reports, the army initiated an in-
quiry”. Note that the sentence is in 
active voice, and the full thrust of 

the act of inquiry, therefore, is on the 
army rather than social media testi-
monies recorded by subjects on the 
ground.  Inquiry itself implies that 
the investigation has the full sanc-
tion of the authority that initiated it, 
thereby asserting the gravitas of the 
phenomenon. In other words, the im-
pression conveyed is that the act of 
inquiry is being conducted with full 
seriousness and sincerity. 

Also interesting to note is the use 
of the word ‘anti-militancy’, rather 
than the more commonly used ‘anti-
terrorism’. Unlike a terrorist, a mili-
tant doesn’t have a pejorative associ-
ation rather evokes the meaning of a 
person who favours confrontational 
or violent methods in support of a 
political or social cause. In contrast, 
the terrorist functions by instilling 
terror, and displays a wanton disre-
gard to sanctity of human life. The 
use of militant – a more popular and 
local term is a validation of the local 
sentiments, and humanizes the ad-
versary. By humanizing the adver-
sary, the army is reaffirming itself 
as an institution that recognizes and 
accepts valor in support of a political 
ideal even as it runs counter to its ac-
cepted principles.

It demonstrates a concern, 
thereof, with local sensibilities and 
deftly employs nuance to highlight 
the pro-people agenda of the army, 
erasing the ruthless violence per-
petuated on the ground in the name 
of anti-terrorism. The use of ‘social 
media reports’ is also interesting 
since it entails that the army ac-
cords credibility to public opinion 
as opposed to the executive that ar-
gues that social media is employed 
for ‘rumour mongering’ and fan-
ning of ‘anti-national’ sentiments. 

In effect then, by lending cre-
dence to social media testimonies, 
the army is distancing itself from 
the executive, and reaffirming the 
belief of people that social media nar-
ratives are authentic testimonies of 
lived experiences. Moreover, by this 
reaffirmation the army appears to be 
siding with the people; a key tenet 
of the Operation Sadbhavna which 
aims to control and manufacture 
narratives of army being pro-people, 
and a key tenant in the army psycho-
logical warfare book.

The statement then proceeds to 
assert that the Shopian ‘operation’ 
exceeded the tenets of AFSPA. No-
tice the use of ‘operation’, which con-
tradicts the available testimonies, 
since operation implies a reciprocity 
of some scale – a gunfight between 
armed rebels and the government 
forces. In using the word operation, 
some culpability is immediately at-
tached to the victims, as they are not 
entirely absolved of suspicion but 
coloured with calumny even after 
the fact of being unarmed civilians is 
clear as day. 

By calumny, the army deftly de-
flects some blame, and exaggerates 
the act to keep open the possibility of 
exoneration. The verb used – ‘exceed-
ed’ rather than violated is suggestive 
again of a minor transgression, of a 
limit exceeded rather than a right 
violated. The suggestion seems to 
be that unrestrained use of force is 

acceptable unless it results in the 
killing of individuals, and so the act 
becomes an aberration rather than 
routine. Notably, while ‘exceed’ is 
a neutral term on the value scale or 
at best slightly pejorative, violation 
evokes the principal of sanctity (of 
human life). The use of exceed rather 
than violation erases the gravity 
of the act, and again establishes it 
merely as an exceptional transgres-
sion of accepted boundaries rather 
than an unacceptable act. 

Notice in continuation of the 
same statement the Army spokes-
person says, “The Army has been 
maintaining high standards of trans-
parency and punishing officials 
whenever rules are violated” (italics 
for emphasis mine). Here ‘violated’ is 
preceded by high standards of trans-
parency, a positive statement that 
reaffirms the army’s commitment to 
transparency, and therefore ‘violat-
ed’ presents a strong case for laying 
down and conformity of boundaries, 
since there is no scope of ambiguity 
once a line has been drawn for cor-
rect and ethical action. 

Note also the use of certain pri-
ma-facie evidence. Prima-facie itself 
indicates evidence sufficient only to 
establish a fact to raise a presump-
tion unless disproved or rebutted. 
It implies the evidence itself is not 
irrefutable, rather the possibility of 
its rebuttal is inherent in the word. 
In other words, the statement con-
tradicts the earlier validation of 
local narratives, keeping alive the 
possibility of an alternate explana-
tion as to the motive and conduct of 
the ‘contravening’ forces. The modi-
fier ‘certain’ which indicates ‘not 
explicitly defined or stated implies 
that the evidence needs not be in 
public domain, and clearly provides 
no clue or marker as to its serious-
ness, or its reliability. 

Such obfuscation in tandem 
with prima-facie clearly leaves the 
door ajar for the Trojan horse of 
‘innocence’, even as it establishes 
culpability satisfying the present 
requirement, but containing within 
its own self its own rebuttal. The 
use of passive is also important to 
notice here. Whereas earlier active 
was used, the passive here indicates 
not an innocent summary of events 
but a clearly designed structure to 
erase and obfuscate the agents of 
the action i.e. the culpable forces 
from the narrative. Along with 
‘certain prima-facie’, it indicates a 
desire to perpetuate a one-way flow 
of knowledge by deciding when to 
reveal and when to hide agents of 
action, maintaining, therefore, the 
context of inequality. This natural-
ly contradicts the earlier premise 
of equality and sincerity posited at 
the beginning of the statement, and 
provides a clue as to the trajectory 
the case is likely to take. 

Huzaifa Pandit is the author of 
the recently published Green is the 
Colour of Memory, which won the 

first edition of Rhythm Divine Poets 
Chapbook Contest 2017. He holds 

a PhD on poetry of resistance from 
University of Kashmir.

Suffice to say 
that neither 

integrity nor 
professional 
competence or 
professional 
behaviour entails 
targeting innocent 
civilians. The 
assertion of ethicality 
after a blatantly 
unethical act is aimed 
at erasing the 
violence of the act, 
and transforming  it 
into an opportunity to 
lend it a positive spin. 

Huzaifa Pandit 
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Balancing Social Duty 
and Fundamental Liberty

T
he relationship between speech and ac-
tion is one of the most complex in the 
law of communications. Speech plays 
a pivotal role in the communication of 

ideas, beliefs, doctrines, and schemes of action. 
Verbal and symbolic messages are instrumental 
in the transmission of social mores and dogmas. 
Those tenets then influence persons to act on the 
expressed views. Free speech is quintessential 
for maintaining democracy because it facilitates 
the exchange of diverse opinions. In a represen-
tative democracy, dialogue facilitates the testing 
of competing claims and obtaining of diverse in-
put into political decision making. Free speech 
is also essential to the enjoyment of personal 
autonomy.

Embodied in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights is the evocative proposition that, 
“everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression”. But beneath that level of ab-
straction there is anything but universal agree-
ment. Modern democratic societies disagree on 
the text, content, theory, and practice of this lib-
erty. Hate speech that has now become a fashion 
and a short cut to get publicity, poses vexing and 
complex problems for contemporary constitu-
tional rights to freedom of expression.

When the government takes big decisions 
for the people of the country, the opinion of the 
experts and the common citizen should be taken 
to evaluate its pros and cons without just forcing 
them upon the people. A country which is demo-
cratic in nature should exercise freedom of the 
people in truest sense otherwise it will turn into 
a fascist country.

NOTION OF HATE SPEECH
Hate speech is speech perceived to disparage 

a person or group of people based on their social 
or ethnic group such as race, gender, age, eth-
nicity, nationality, religion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, disability, language ability, 
ideology, social class, occupation, appearance 
(height, weight, skin colour, etc.), mental capac-
ity, and any other distinction that might be con-
sidered by some as a liability. The term covers 
written as well as oral communication and some 
forms of behaviour in a public setting. The regu-
lation of hate speech is largely a post-World War 
II phenomenon. Prompted by the obvious links 
between racist propaganda and the Holocaust, 
various international covenants as well as in-
dividual countries such as Germany and even, 
in the decade immediately following the War, 
the United States excluded hate speech from the 
scope of constitutionally protected expression.

Tsesis equates “hate speech” with three 
other phrases: “hate propaganda”, “destruc-
tive messages”, and “biased speech”. He defines 

“hate speech” as “antisocial oratory that is in-
tended to incite persecution against people be-
cause of their race, color, religion, ethnic group, 
or nationality, and has a substantial likelihood 
of causing such harm”. He then goes on to say 
that “this definition does not include verbal at-
tacks against individuals who incidentally hap-
pen to be members of an out-group”.

Hate speech commonly relies on stereotypes 
about insular groups in order to influence hos-
tile behavior towards them. Supremacist and 
outright menacing statements deny that tar-
geted groups have a legitimate right to equal 
civil treatment and advocate against their equal 
participation in a democracy. Destructive mes-
sages are particularly dangerous when they rely 
on historically established symbolism, such as 
burning crosses or swastikas, in order to kindle 
widely shared prejudices. 

Messages that are meant to hurt individuals 
because of their race, ethnicity, national origin, 
or sexual orientation have a greater social im-
pact than those that attempt to draw out indi-
viduals into pugilistic conflicts. Establishing a 
broad consensus for large-scale harmful actions, 
such as those carried out by supremacist move-
ments, relies on a form of self-expression that 

seeks the diminished deliberative participa-
tion of groups of the population. Speech extols 
injustices, devalues human worth, glamorizes 
crimes, and seeks out recruits for anti-democrat-
ic organizations.

Thus, what amounts to hate speech has been 
constrained to an extent that the citizen is not 
free to make any statement for the welfare of 
the state. Any individual who makes a public 
speech against the government is booked under 
the sedition laws and the freedom of speech be-
ing a fundamental right is limited. The right to 
express is not accepted though it is a basic fea-
ture of a democratic country. Every citizen of a 
country is at liberty to criticize the political par-
ties and the government if they are at fault. The 
policies and the laws made is subjected to public 
scrutiny and their opinion should be taken into 
considerations and not held as a hate speech. 
The representatives of different political parties 
often are involved in communal speech which 
instigates the mind of the people so there should 
be a check on them as they should be neutral to 
every sections of the society.

...
The author is a student at IUST 

Maliha Fayaz Khan

When the 
government 

takes big decisions 
for the people of 
the country, the 
opinion of the 
experts and the 
common citizen 
should be taken to 
evaluate its pros 
and cons without 
just forcing them 
upon the people.

Social Algorithms and Digital Decisions
lewis Mitchell  | JaMes Bagrow

H
ave you ever watched a video or movie be-
cause YouTube or Netflix recommended 
it to you? Or added a friend on Facebook 
from the list of “people you may know”?

And how does Twitter decide which tweets to 
show you at the top of your feed?

These platforms are driven by algorithms, which 
rank and recommend content for us based on our data.

As Woodrow Hartzog, a professor of law and 
computer science at Northeastern University, Bos-
ton, explains:

If you want to know when social media compa-
nies are trying to manipulate you into disclosing in-
formation or engaging more, the answer is always.

So if we are making decisions based on what’s 
shown to us by these algorithms, what does that 
mean for our ability to make decisions freely?

What we see is tailored for us
An algorithm is a digital recipe: a list of rules 

for achieving an outcome, using a set of ingredi-
ents. Usually, for tech companies, that outcome is to 
make money by convincing us to buy something or 
keeping us scrolling in order to show us more adver-
tisements.

The ingredients used are the data we provide 
through our actions online – knowingly or other-
wise. Every time you like a post, watch a video, or 
buy something, you provide data that can be used to 
make predictions about your next move.

These algorithms can influence us, even if we’re 
not aware of it. As the New York Times’ Rabbit Hole 
podcast explores, YouTube’s recommendation algo-
rithms can drive viewers to increasingly extreme 
content, potentially leading to online radicalisation.

Facebook’s News Feed algorithm ranks content 
to keep us engaged on the platform. It can produce 
a phenomenon called “emotional contagion”, in 
which seeing positive posts leads us to write positive 
posts ourselves, and seeing negative posts means 
we’re more likely to craft negative posts — though 
this study was controversial partially because the 
effect sizes were small.

Also, so-called “dark patterns” are designed to 
trick us into sharing more, or spending more on 
websites like Amazon. These are tricks of website 
design such as hiding the unsubscribe button, or 
showing how many people are buying the product 
you’re looking at right now. They subconsciously 

nudge you towards actions the site would like you 
to take.

You are being profiled
Cambridge Analytica, the company involved 

in the largest known Facebook data leak to date, 
claimed to be able to profile your psychology based 
on your “likes”. These profiles could then be used to 
target you with political advertising.

“Cookies” are small pieces of data which track 
us across websites. They are records of actions 
you’ve taken online (such as links clicked and pages 
visited) that are stored in the browser. When they 
are combined with data from multiple sources in-
cluding from large-scale hacks, this is known as 
“data enrichment”. It can link our personal data 
like email addresses to other information such as 
our education level.

These data are regularly used by tech companies 
like Amazon, Facebook, and others to build profiles 

of us and predict our future behaviour.

You are being predicted
So, how much of your behaviour can be predict-

ed by algorithms based on your data?
Our research, published in Nature Human Be-

haviour last year, explored this question by looking 
at how much information about you is contained in 
the posts your friends make on social media.

Using data from Twitter, we estimated how pre-
dictable peoples’ tweets were, using only the data 
from their friends. We found data from eight or nine 
friends was enough to be able to predict someone’s 
tweets just as well as if we had downloaded them 
directly (well over 50% accuracy, see graph below). 
Indeed, 95% of the potential predictive accuracy 
that a machine learning algorithm might achieve is 
obtainable just from friends’ data.

Average predictability from your circle of clos-
est friends (blue line). A value of 50% means get-

ting the next word right half of the time — no mean 
feat as most people have a vocabulary of around 
5,000 words. The curve shows how much an AI al-
gorithm can predict about you from your friends’ 
data. Roughly 8-9 friends are enough to predict your 
future posts as accurately as if the algorithm had ac-
cess to your own data (dashed line). Bagrow, Liu, & 
Mitchell (2019)

Our results mean that even if you #DeleteFace-
book (which trended after the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal in 2018), you may still be able to be profiled, 
due to the social ties that remain. And that’s before 
we consider the things about Facebook that make it 
so difficult to delete anyway.

We also found it’s possible to build profiles of 
non-users — so-called “shadow profiles” — based 
on their contacts who are on the platform. Even if 
you have never used Facebook, if your friends do, 
there is the possibility a shadow profile could be 
built of you.

On social media platforms like Facebook and 
Twitter, privacy is no longer tied to the individual, 
but to the network as a whole.

No more free will? Not quite
But all hope is not lost. If you do delete your ac-

count, the information contained in your social ties 
with friends grows stale over time. We found pre-
dictability gradually declines to a low level, so your 
privacy and anonymity will eventually return.

While it may seem like algorithms are eroding 
our ability to think for ourselves, it’s not necessarily 
the case. The evidence on the effectiveness of psy-
chological profiling to influence voters is thin.

Most importantly, when it comes to the role of 
people versus algorithms in things like spreading 
(mis)information, people are just as important. On 
Facebook, the extent of your exposure to diverse 
points of view is more closely related to your social 
groupings than to the way News Feed presents you 
with content. And on Twitter, while “fake news” 
may spread faster than facts, it is primarily people 
who spread it, rather than bots.

Of course, content creators exploit social media 
platforms’ algorithms to promote content, on You-
Tube, Reddit and other platforms, not just the other 
way round.

At the end of the day, underneath all the algo-
rithms are people. And we influence the algorithms 
just as much as they may influence us.

By arrangements 
with the Conversation

While it may seem like algorithms are eroding our ability to think for ourselves, it’s not 
necessarily the case. The evidence on the effectiveness of psychological profiling to influence 

voters is thin. Most importantly, when it comes to the role of people versus algorithms in things like 
spreading (mis)information, people are just as important. 
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HCMCT Manipal Hospitals, Delhi To Organise 
Specialty OPD For Consultation And Awareness 
On Orthopaedics & Joint Replacement  
•	 To	provide	best-in-class	treatment	for	Joint	and	Bone	related	ailments,	Manipal	Hospitals	to	organise	OPD	in	

association	with	Medicare	Nursing	Home,	Gandhi	Nagar,	Jammu	on	October	17	
•	 Dr	Rajeev	Verma,	Head	of	Orthopaedics	&	Joint	Replacement	would	spearhead	Specialty	OPD	to	create	

awareness	on	bone	health	and	effectiveness	of	advanced	treatments	

SLEEP HEALTH DICTATES 
SUCCESS OF PRACTICING MINDFULNESS

Agencies

Sleeping an extra 29 min-
utes each night can be the 
key to improving mindful-
ness, a critical resource 

that has benefits for daily well-
being and work performance.

Mindfulness is achieved by 
purposefully bringing an indi-
vidual's awareness and attention 
to experiences occurring in the 
present moment without form-
ing an opinion. Unlike previous 
studies, new research published 
in Sleep Health looked at how 
multiple dimensions of nightly 
sleep impact daily mindfulness, 
rather than just focusing on 
sleep quality or duration.

The study led by the Univer-
sity of South Florida found better 
sleep improves next-day mind-
fulness, which in turn, reduces 
sleepiness during the day. The 
research focused on nurses, the 
largest group of healthcare pro-
fessionals whose need for opti-
mal sleep and mindful attention 
are particularly high.

Sleep problems are common 
in this population due to long 
shifts, lack of situational con-
trol and close proximity to life-
threatening health conditions. 
Their optimal sleep health and 
mindful attention are particu-
larly important as they work the 
frontline of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

"One can be awake and alert, 
but not necessarily mindful. Sim-
ilarly, one can be tired or in low 
arousal but still can be mindful," 
said lead author Soomi Lee, as-
sistant professor of ageing stud-
ies at USF.

"Mindful attention is beyond 
being just being awake. It indi-
cates attentional control and self-
regulation that facilitates sensi-

tivity and adaptive adjustment to 
environmental and internal cues, 
which are essential when provid-
ing mindful care to patients and 

effectively dealing with stressful 
situations," added Lee.

Lee and her colleagues from 
USF and Moffitt Cancer Center 

followed 61 nurses for two weeks 
and examined multiple character-
istics of sleep health, They found 
that nurses' mindful attention 

was greater than their usual after 
nights with greater sleep suffi-
ciency, better sleep quality, lower 
efficiency and longer sleep dura-

tion (an extra half-hour longer).
Daily mindful attention con-

tributed to less same-day sleepi-
ness. Those with greater mind-
ful attention were also 66% less 
likely to experience symptoms of 
insomnia during the two-week 
study period.

Researchers come to these 
conclusions by using a variety 
of tools to measure how much 
participants were mindful each 
daily moment and how their 
mental states were impacted by 
sleep. Participants were prompt-
ed to answer daily mindfulness 
and sleepiness questions three 
times a day for two weeks using 
the smartphone application, Re-
alLife Exp.

Daily mindfulness was mea-
sured by the Mindful Attention 
Awareness Scale, which asked 
questions such as, "I was do-
ing something automatically, 
without being aware of what 
I was doing," and "I was find-
ing it difficult to stay focused 
on what was happening." Par-
ticipants also wore an Actiwatch 
Spectrum device for the same 
two weeks that measured wrist 
movement activity to quantify 
sleep and wake patterns.

Findings from this study pro-
vide insight into developing a 
behavioural health interven-
tion strategy for a broader ar-
ray of healthcare workers who 
need better sleep and mindful 
attention. Given the associa-
tion between mindful atten-
tion and better patient care, 
improving sleep in this popu-
lation may provide important 
benefits to patient health out-
comes as well.

Jammu: To create awareness on 
bone health and effectiveness 
of advanced treatment such as 
joint replacement surgeries, 
New Delhi based HCMCT Ma-
nipal Hospitals will be organ-
ising a Specialty OPD Saturday 
(October 17, from 11 am - 2 pm) 
in association with Medicare 
Nursing Home, Gandhi Nagar, 
Jammu. Apart from providing 
consultation to the patient, Dr 
Rajeev Verma, Head of Ortho-
paedics & Joint Replacement 
would create awareness on 
bone health and effectiveness 
of advanced treatments for the 
benefit of residents. 

Announcing the resumption of 
Regular monthly specialty OPD 
in the city, Dr Verma said, “Due 

to COVID-19 and lockdown our 
regular OPD was discontinued 
for a time being. Now we have re-
sumed our OPD facility for those 
who need specialised medical 
care. The OPD service would help 
patients of this region to seek ex-
perts’ opinion and they can plan 
further diagnosis and treatment. 
The service also aims to create 
awareness of bone health and 
the availability of high-end pro-
cedures and treatments.” 

HCMCT Manipal Hospitals of-
fers best-in-class treatment and 
care to combat critical diseases. 
OPDs aim to bring comprehen-
sive and high-quality medical 
facility to patients of Jammu and 
its neighbouring areas. 

The Hospital’s Orthopaedics, 

Joint Replacement Departments 
and Spine Department are the 
Centres of Excellence with objec-
tive of high quality, state-of-the-
art & affordable patient care and 
provides cutting-edge treatment 
for those who are suffering from 
critical bone related problems 
and need an advanced proce-
dure/treatments. 

At present, Jammu does not 
have adequate cutting-edge fa-
cilities dedicated to treating 
Spine and Joint problems with 
advanced and effective proce-
dures. Jammu and nearby areas 
need special attention and ad-
vanced facilities for treatment 
and care. HCMCT Manipal Hos-
pitals strives to fill the gap by 
providing best-in-class facilities. 

Cloth Masks May Protect From Viruses Only 
If Washed Daily: Study

Press Trust Of India

Cloth masks may reduce 
the transmission of 
viruses such as SARS-
CoV-2, which causes CO-

VID-19, only if they are washed 
daily at high temperatures, ac-
cording to a study.

"Both cloth masks and surgi-
cal masks should be considered 
'contaminated' after use," said 
Professor Raina MacIntyre, from 
the University of New South 
Wales in Australia.

"Unlike surgical masks, which 
are disposed of after use, cloth 
masks are re-used. While it can 
be tempting to use the same 
mask for multiple days in a row, 
or to give it a quick hand-wash or 
wipe-over, our research suggests 
that this increases the risk of 
contamination," said Maclintyre.

The researchers analysed data 
from a randomised controlled 
trial (RCT) they published in 2015.

The latest study, published in 
the journal BMJ Open, is still the 
only RCT ever conducted on the 
efficacy of cloth masks in pre-
venting viral infections, they said.

The researchers did a deep 
dive into the 2011 data on 
whether the health workers 
in their study washed their 
masks daily, and if so, how they 
washed their masks.

The team found that if cloth 
masks were washed in the hos-
pital laundry, they were as ef-
fective as a surgical mask.

Given the study was conducted 
over five years ago, the research-
ers did not test for SARS-CoV-2.

Instead, they included com-
mon respiratory pathogens 
such as influenza, rhinoviruses 
and seasonal coronaviruses in 
their analysis.

It is based on self-reported 
washing data and was conduct-
ed by health workers in high risk 
wards in a healthcare setting.

"While someone from the 
general public wearing a cloth 
mask is unlikely to come into 
contact with the same amount 

of pathogens as healthcare 
worker in a high risk ward, we 
would still recommended daily 
washing of cloth masks in the 
community,” said Maclntyre.

According to the analysis, 
handwashing the masks did not 
provide adequate protection.

Healthcare workers who self-
washed their masks by hand 
had doubled the risk of infec-
tion compared to those who 
used the hospital laundry, said 
the researchers.

The majority of people in the 
RCT handwashed their masks, 
and this may be why the cloth 
masks performed poorly in the 
original trial, they said.

"The WHO recommends ma-
chine washing masks with hot 
water at 60 degrees Celsius and 
laundry detergent, and the results 
of our analysis support this rec-
ommendation," said Maclntyre.

"The clear message from this 
research is that cloth masks do 
work – but once a cloth mask has 
been worn, it needs to be washed 
properly each time before being 
worn again, otherwise it stops 
being effective," said Maclntyre.

Nerve Cell Activity Shows 
How Confident Individuals Are

Maternal Blood Test May Predict 
Birth Complications: Study

Agencies

A recent study conduct-
ed by researchers at 
the University of Bonn 
suggests that the ac-

tivity of individual nerve cells 
in the brain tells us how con-
fident we are in our decisions.

The result is unexpected - 
the researchers were actually 
on the trail of a completely dif-
ferent evaluation mechanism. 
The results are published in the 
journal Current Biology.

Every day humans have to 
make decisions. Research-
ers at the University Hospi-
tal Bonn have now identified 
nerve cells in the brain whose 
activity indicates the confi-
dence in decisions. A total of 
twelve men and women took 
part in their experiment.

"We showed them photos of 
two different snacks, for exam-

ple a chocolate bar and a bag of 
chips. They were then asked to 
use a slider to indicate which of 
these alternatives they would 
rather eat," said Prof. Dr. Dr. 
Florian Mormann from the De-
partment of Epileptology.

The more they moved the 
slider from its center position 
towards the left or right pho-
to, the more confident they 
were in their decision.

Participants had to judge a 
total of 190 different snack pairs 
in this way. At the same time, 
the scientists recorded the ac-
tivity of 830 nerve cells each in 
the so-called temporal lobe.

"We discovered that the fre-
quency of the electrical pulses 
in some neurons, in other words 
their 'firing rate', changed with 
increasing decision confidence," 
said Mormann's colleague Alex-
ander Unruh-Pinheiro.

"For instance, some fired more 

frequently, the more confident 
the respective test person was in 
their decision," added Pinheiro.

It is the first time that such a 
correlation between activity and 
decision confidence has been 
identified. The affected neurons 
are located in a brain region that 
plays a role in memory processes.

"It is possible that we not only 
store what decision we made, 

but also how confident we were 
in it. Perhaps such a learning pro-
cess saves us from future wrong 
decisions," said Mormann.

Ethical reasons usually pro-
hibit the study of the state of 
individual neurons in living 
humans. However, the par-
ticipants in the study suffered 
from a severe form of epilepsy.

In this form of the disease, 
the characteristic seizures al-
ways start in the same area of 
the brain. One possible treat-
ment is therefore to remove 
this epileptic focus surgically.

To pinpoint the exact location 
of the defective site, the doctors 
at the Clinic for Epileptology 
implant several electrodes in 
the patient. These are distrib-
uted over the entire potentially 
affected area. At the same time, 
they also allow an insight into 
the functioning of individual 
nerve cells in the brain.

Agencies

A blood test commonly used 
to detect foetal genetic 
abnormalities may help 

predict complications associated 
with pregnancy before symp-
toms develop, say researchers, 
including one of Indian-origin.

The study, published in the 
journal Epigenetics, links cer-
tain cell-free DNA signatures to 
adverse outcomes in pregnancy, 
including ischemic placental dis-
ease and gestational diabetes.

The findings are the first to 
show that genetic material shed 
from the placenta into the moth-
er's blood (circulating cell-free 
nucleic acids) during the first 
trimester of pregnancy could po-
tentially be used to predict these 
potentially serious complications.

Although the analysis of genetic 
material in the mother's blood has 
been used to screen for genetic 
abnormalities in a pregnancy, 
this is the first time these specific 
methods have been used as a way 
of a more accurate prediction.

"Our research points to a 
promising approach that could 
improve outcomes for mothers 
and their babies using existing 

technologies," said study lead 
author Sherin Devaskar from the 
University of California, Los An-
geles in the US.

"If confirmed in larger studies, 
cell-free DNA blood tests may help 
identify issues in the placenta as 
an indicator of a healthy mother 
and foetus," Devaskar added.

For the study, the researchers 
followed a diverse group of preg-
nant women between February 
2017 and January 2019, testing 
their blood periodically through-
out gestation.

By the end of the study, 160 
participants had given birth, 
with 102 maternal and 25 cord 
plasma samples were taken 
along the way.

They found that during the first-

to-early second trimester, placen-
ta-specific DNA increased among 
those women who went on to de-
velop gestational diabetes.

They also identified several 
differentially expressed genes 
and were able to create a model 
with a predictive value for ad-
verse pregnancy outcomes.

"The novelty of this research 
is being able to break down a 
mother's DNA and be able to 
hone in on the health of the pla-
centa - something that research-
ers have never been able to do 
before," said Devaskar.

"This research warrants applica-
tion of automated methodologies 
in multi-centre trials to improve 
future testing and screening for all 
women," she noted.

ICICI Bank Limited 
is an Indian 
multinational bank



From China To Europe: New 
Lockdowns as Vaccine Trials Stumble

Thursday|15-10-2020

DUBAI: A Saudi political prisoner and human 
rights activist is facing the very real and very grim 
prospect of death by beheading. What for? Partici-
pating in protests, "chanting slogans hostile to the 

I R A N  F M  I N  S Y R I A

Usaid Siddiqui | Al Jazeera

Beijing: As Europe imposed 
new restrictions to try to stall 
a surging second wave of the 
novel coronavirus, hopes for 
vaccines to rapidly provide 
relief suffered a blow with the 
suspension of two clinical tri-
als in the United States.

China rushed to test an en-
tire city of nine million within 
days after a minor coronavirus 
outbreak in the sprawling coun-
try and Europe struggled to 
tackle a new surge of infections.

The virus is still spreading 
rapidly worldwide, with over 
one million deaths and 37 mil-
lion infections.

Many nations that sup-
pressed their first outbreaks 
now face a second wave.

Hopes for a rapid vaccine 
rollout suffered a setback as 
US pharmaceutical firm Eli 
Lilly said on Tuesday it had 
suspended the Phase 3 trial of 
its antibody treatment over an 
unspecified incident, the sec-
ond in less than 24 hours after 
Johnson & Johnson ran into a 
similar problem.

In Europe, the Netherlands 

imposed a “partial lockdown” 
to curb one of the region’s 
worst coronavirus surges, 
with all bars, cafes and restau-
rants to close and non-medical 
face coverings mandatory in 
all indoor spaces for people 
aged over 13.

In the United Kingdom, 
Labour opposition leader Keir 
Starmer called for a two-to-
three-week “circuit break” 
lockdown to slow the rates, 
saying the government had 
“lost control” of the outbreak 
having ignored stringent mea-
sures suggested by scientific 
experts on September 21.

French President Emman-
uel Macron is expected to an-
nounce tighter restrictions and 
faster testing in a prime-time 
TV interview later on  Wednes-
day, with some media speculat-
ing Paris and other cities could 
face evening curfews.

China launched a drive to 
test all residents of Qingdao 
after a handful of cases were 
detected on Sunday. More than 
four million samples had been 
collected and 1.9 million re-
sults returned as of Tuesday 
afternoon, Qingdao authori-

ties said, adding that no new 
cases had been found beyond 
already confirmed infections.

Chinese officials intend to 
test the entire city – about 9.4 
million people – by Thursday.

Russia also reported its 
highest-ever number of daily 
virus deaths at 244 and a re-
cord number of new cases at 
almost 14,000.

Bulgaria reported 785 new 
coronavirus cases on Wednes-
day, setting a daily record for a 
fourth time in a week as infec-
tions keep rising.

Italy imposed new, tougher 
rules to control a resurgence, 
including an end to parties, 
amateur football matches and 
snacking at bars at night.

Romania’s centrist mi-
nority government intro-
duced new progressive re-
strictions to stem a rise in 
new coronavirus infections 
and will extend a state of alert 
until mid-November.

Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki became 
the latest high-profile figure 
to go into quarantine after 
coming into contact with an 
infected person.

8 Nations Sign US-Led Artemis 
Pact For Moon’s Surface
Agencies

Washington, United States: 
Eight countries have signed 
an international pact for 
moon exploration called the 
Artemis Accords, NASA an-
nounced on Tuesday as the 
US space agency tries to 
shape standards for build-
ing long-term settlements 
on the lunar surface.

The accords, named af-
ter NASA’s Artemis moon 
program, seek to build on 
existing international space 
law by establishing “safety 
zones” that would surround 
future moon bases to prevent 
conflict between states oper-
ating there, and by allowing 
private companies to own the 
lunar resources they mine.

The United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, Japan, Lux-
embourg, Italy, the United 
Kingdom, and the United Arab 
Emirates signed the bilateral 
agreements during an annual 
space conference on Tuesday 
following months of talks in 
a U.S. bid to cultivate allies 
under its plan to return astro-
nauts to the moon by 2024.

“What we’re trying to do 
is establish norms of behavior 
that every nation can agree 
to,” NASA administrator Jim 
Bridenstine told reporters. He 
said the accords are consistent 
with a 1967 treaty holding that 
the moon and other celestial 
bodies are exempt from nation-
al claims of ownership.

“We are operationalizing 
the Outer Space Treaty for the 
purposes of creating the broad-

est, most inclusive, largest co-
alition of human spaceflight 
in the history of humankind,” 
Bridenstine said.

The Trump administra-
tion and governments of other 
spacefaring countries see the 
moon as a strategic asset. The 
moon also has value for long-
term scientific research that 
could enable future missions 
to Mars - activities that fall un-
der a regime of international 

space law widely viewed as 
outdated.

In 2019, U.S. Vice President 
Mike Pence directed NASA to 
return humans to the moon 
by 2024 - cutting the agency’s 
previous timeline in half - and 
build a long-term human pres-
ence on the lunar surface.

The NASA program, ex-
pected to cost tens of billions 
of dollars, will send robotic 
rovers to the surface of the 
moon before an eventual 
human landing. NASA also 
plans to build a Lunar Gate-
way, a space station orbiting 
the moon. Plans call for it to 
be constructed by a mix of 
NASA contractors and inter-
national partners.

...

UN rejects Saudi bid for 
joining human rights 
council over abuses
Agencies

United Nations: Saudi Arabia 
has failed to join the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council 
after an international non-gov-
ernmental organization called 
on the United Nations (UN) to 
refuse Riyadh’s bid.

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday 
won only 90 votes out of 193 bal-
lots possible to be able to join 
the 47-nation council.

Riyadh’s failed attempt at 
joining the council came after 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) on 
Thursday urged world leaders 
to vote against the move.

The HRW accused Saudi 
Arabia of “massive rights vio-
lations,” and targeting human 
rights campaigners and politi-
cal dissidents. The New York-
based organization also called 
Riyadh a “serial rights abuser” 
which has threatened to with-
draw funding for the UN to force 
it into removing Riyadh from its 
annual list of child-killers.

Official figures show 
over 7,200 children have been 
either killed or wounded in 
the Saudi-led onslaught on 
Yemen since 2015.

“Rights abusers should not 
be rewarded with seats on the 
Human Rights Council,” said 
Louis Charbonneau, UN direc-
tor at HRW. “It’s not good for 
human rights or for the rights 
council when the worst rights 
violators get elected.”

Among other accusations, 
the HRW also invoked a lack of 
accountability following Saudi 
Arabia’s murder and dismem-
berment of renowned journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi at the king-
dom’s embassy in Istanbul in 
October 2018. 

Since March 2015, when 
Saudi Arabia and a number of 
its regional allies launched a 
devastating Western-backed 
war on Yemen, Amnesty’s re-
searchers have investigated 
dozens of airstrikes and re-
peatedly found and identified 
remnants of US-manufac-
tured munitions.

According to a report by the 
Armed Conflict Location and 
Event Data Project (ACLED), a 
nonprofit conflict research or-
ganization, the Saudi-led war 
has so far claimed the lives of 
around 56,000 Yemenis.

Pakistan re-elected to 
UN rights body
Press Trust Of India

Islamabad: Pakistan has been 
re-elected to the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council 
despite opposition from activ-
ist groups over its abysmal hu-
man rights records.

Among the five candidates 
from the Asia-Pacific region vy-
ing for four seats in the UN’s pre-
mier human rights body, Paki-
stan secured the highest number 
of votes, the Foreign Office said.

In secret-ballot voting in 
the 193-member UN General 
Assembly on that race, Paki-
stan secured 169 votes, Uzbeki-
stan received 164, Nepal 150, 
China 139 and Saudi Arabia 
lost the race with just 90 votes.

Under the Human Rights 
Council’s rules, seats are al-
located to regions to ensure 
geographical representation. 
Except for the Asia-Pacific 
contest, the election of 15 mem-
bers to the 47-member Human 
Rights Council was all but de-
cided in advance because all 
the other regional groups had 
uncontested slates.

Last week, a coalition of hu-
man rights groups from Europe, 
the US and Canada called on UN 
member states to oppose the elec-
tion of China, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, Cuba, Pakistan and Uzbeki-
stan, saying their human rights 

records make them unqualified.
Russia and Cuba, running 

unopposed, also won the seats.
Pakistan is currently serv-

ing on the HRC since January 1, 
2018. With its re-election, Paki-
stan will continue as a member 
for another three-year term com-
mencing on January 1, 2021.

Since the HRC’s establish-
ment in 2006, this is the fifth 
time that Pakistan has been 
elected to the United Nations’ 
premier body on human rights.

The Foreign Office said 
that “international commu-
nity once again reposed confi-
dence in Pakistan, recognising 
its contribution to the nation-
al and global human rights 
agenda and strong credentials 
as a consensus builder in the 
council.” “Pakistan remains 
firmly committed to uphold-
ing, promoting and safeguard-
ing human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all and 
will sustain its efforts towards 
ensuring that the HRC’s work 
is guided by the principles of 
universality, impartiality, dia-
logue and cooperation,” it said.

“In line with Pakistan’s 
commitment, we will priori-
tise the advancement of toler-
ance, respect and constructive 
engagement in the HRC,” the 
Foreign Office said. 

Agencies

Berlin: Germany has agreed to 
provide more than a half billion 
euros to aid Holocaust survivors 
struggling under the burdens 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
the organisation that negotiates 
compensation with the German 
government said Wednesday.

The payments will be go-
ing to approximately 240,000 
survivors around the world, 
primarily in Israel, North 
America, the former Soviet 
Union and Western Europe, 
over the next two years, ac-
cording to the New York-based 
Conference on Jewish Mate-
rial Claims Against Germany, 
also referred to as the Claims 

Conference.
With the end of World War 

II now 75 years in the past, 
Holocaust survivors are all el-
derly, and because many were 
deprived of proper nutrition 
when they were young today 
they suffer from numerous 
medical issues.

In addition, many live isolat-
ed lives having lost their entire 
families and also have psycho-
logical issues because of their 

persecution under the Nazis.
“There’s this kind of stan-

dard response for survivors, 
that ‘we’ve been through worse, 
I’ve been through worse and if I 
survived the Holocaust, through 
the deprivation of food and what 
we had to go through, I’ll get 
through this,’” said Greg Schnei-
der, executive vice president of 
the Claims Conference, in a tele-
phone interview from New York 
with The Associated Press.

“But if you probe deeper 
you understand the depths of 
trauma that still resides within 
people.” Many are also on the 
poverty line, and the addition-
al costs of masks and other pro-
tective gear, delivery groceries 
and other pandemic-related 

expenses has been crushing for 
many, Schneider said.

“You’re teetering between 
making it every month,” he said.

“Having to decide between 
food, medicine and rent.” The 
new funds are targeted to Jews 
who aren’t receiving pensions 
already from Germany, pri-
marily people who fled the 
Nazis and ended up in Russia 
and elsewhere to hide during 
the war.

Germany agrees USD 662 million 
to aid Holocaust survivors

N E W S  M A K E R S

“3 Hours And 3 Minutes”: Astronauts Reach 
International Space Station In Record Time

A
lmaty, Kazakhstan: 
A three-person 
crew reached the 
International Space 

Station on Wednesday, the 
Russian space agency said, 
after a journey of just over 
three hours that was the fast-
est ever for a manned craft to 
the orbital lab.

Roscosmos confirmed 
the successful docking of the 
Soyuz spacecraft in a tweet. 
The journey “took a record 
short three hours and three 
minutes,” Russian news wire 
RIA Novosti added.

“Three hours and three 
minutes,” tweeted Roscos-
mos chief Dmitriy Rogozin 
in celebration of the jour-
ney that concluded with 
docking four minutes ahead 
of schedule. 

Sergey Ryzhikov and 
Sergey Kud-Sverchkov of 
Roscosmos and NASA’s 
Kathleen Rubins launched 

from the Russian-operated 
Baikonur cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan at 0545 GMT on 
Wednesday.

Journeys to the ISS usu-
ally take around six hours 
-- a time that was a vast im-
provement on the two-day 

flights that prevailed prior 
to 2013. 

Wednesday was the first 
time a manned journey was 
completed in such a short 
time, even beating the fast-
est time of missions carrying 
supplies to the station. 

Palestinian premier: God help us 
if Trump wins re-election
Press Trust Of India

Jerusalem: The Palestinian 
prime minister has said it 
will be disastrous for his peo-
ple and the world at large if 
President Donald Trump wins 
re-election next month. Speak-
ing remotely to European 
lawmakers, Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh said the 
last four years of the Trump 
administration have greatly 
harmed the Palestinians.

“If we are going to live 
another four years with Presi-
dent Trump,” he said, “God 
help us and the whole world”. 
The comments were posted on 
his Facebook page.

The Palestinians have 
traditionally refrained from 
taking an explicit public po-
sition in American presiden-
tial elections.

Shtayyeh’s comments re-
flected the sense of despera-
tion on the Palestinian side 
after a series of US moves 
that have left them weak-
ened and isolated.

The Palestinians severed 
ties with Trump after he recog-
nised contested Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital in late 2017 and 
subsequently moved the Amer-
ican Embassy to the holy city. 

Trump has also cut off 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars of American aid to the 
Palestinians, shut the Pal-
estinian diplomatic offices 
in Washington and issued a 
Mideast plan this year that 
largely favoured Israel. The 
Palestinians have rejected 
the plan out of hand.

The Trump administra-
tion also has persuaded two 
Arab countries, the United 

Arab Emirates and Bahrain, to 
establish full diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel and promised 
that other Arab nations will 
follow suit. 

These deals have undercut 
the traditional Arab consensus 
that recognition of Israel only 
come in return for an Israeli-
Palestinian peace deal  a rare 
source of leverage for the Pal-
estinians.

Shtayyeh expressed hope 
that a victory by the Democrat-
ic presidential nominee Joe 
Biden would raise prospects 
for a peace deal.

If things are going to 
change in the United States I 
think this will reflect itself di-
rectly on the Palestinian-Israe-
li relationship, he said. And it 
will reflect itself also on the bi-
lateral Palestinian-American 
relationship. 

Jacinda Ardern Set To Win In NZ’s “Covid Election”

W
ellington, New Zea-
land: There were 
no masks on dis-
play as about 1,000 

university students gave Jacin-
da Ardern a rock-star reception 
during her final Wellington 
campaign rally this week -- and 
the New Zealand prime minis-
ter was fine with that.

Ardern, also without a 
face covering, happily posed 
for selfies alongside dozens 
of youthful supporters, rub-
bing shoulders with a disre-
gard for social distancing that 
would spark outrage almost 
anywhere else in the world.

Success containing Co-
vid-19 means masks and 
distancing are no longer 
mandatory in New Zealand, 
an achievement upon which 
Ardern has staked her po-
litical future in Saturday’s 
general election.

“When people ask, is this 
a Covid election, my answer 
is yes, it is,” the charismatic 

centre-left leader said when 
launching her bid for another 
three-year term.

Indications so far are that 
the strategy is working, with 
Ardern’s Labour Party enjoy-
ing a strong lead in opinion 
polls after a campaign light on 
policy detail but full of referenc-
es to quashing the coronavirus.

“Who’s better placed to 
keep New Zealand safe and 
who’s better placed to get us 

on track to recovery?” the 
40-year-old asked during a 
debate with Judith Collins, 
leader of the main opposition 
National Party.

New Zealand has record-
ed just 25 Covid-19 deaths in a 
population of five million and 
its response has been singled 
out for praise by the World 
Health Organization.

Aside from closed bor-
ders and a pandemic-induced 

recession, everyday life on 
the South Pacific nation is 
near-normal, as unrestrict-
ed crowds flock to sporting 
events and bars without fear 
of infection.

‘All about the Covid’
The pandemic upended 

the election, which was ini-
tially poised as a cliffhanger, 
with some criticising Ard-
ern’s policy shortcomings 
while others praised her lead-
ership after last year’s Christ-
church mosques terrorist at-
tack in which 51 people died.

The students cheering 
in Wellington on Tuesday 
said the coronavirus crisis 
had reinforced their sup-
port for Ardern.

For history major David 
Coyle, it was enough to over-
come disappointment with 
her failure to meet promises 
on issues such as housing 
affordability and reducing 
child poverty.

People line up in the rain to be tested for the COVID-19 coronavirus as part of a mass testing programme following a 
new outbreak in Qingdao in China’s eastern Shandong province on October 14, 2020 [STR/China OUT/AFP]
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4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora 
Srinagar 190 015 Tele Fax 0194-2441899/2430899

CANCER SOCIETYOF 

KASHMIR
Ref. No. CSK/ELECTION-40/2020/5939  
Dated: 13-10-2020

Website: www.cancersocietykashmir.org E-mail: cancersocietyofkashmir@gmail.com

--SD--
Justice (Retd.) M.Y. Kawoosa.

Election Authority

Notice
All the founder & life members of the Cancer Society of Kashmir are informed that the election for 
the following honorary Office-Bearers of the Cancer Society of Kashmir are scheduled to be held 
on 02-NOV-2020at the office of the society 4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora Srinagar: -

1. Chairman                                               One.

2. Vice-Chairmen                                      Two.

3. General Secretary                                 One.

4. Joint-Secretary                                      One.

5. Treasurer                                                One.

The Dates For Process Of Elections Have Been Fixed As Under: -

1. Filling of Nominations Papers                                  :- 14-10-2020 TO 20-10-2020

2. Scrutiny of Nominations Papers                              : -   22-10-2020.

3. Last date for withdrawal of nominations                 : -   27-10-2020.

4. Issue of Notification for final list of contestants       : - 28-10-2020.

5. Date of Voting (From 9.30 AM to 4.30 PM)            :-   02-11-2020.

6. Counting of votes and declaration of results            : -   02-11-2020.

India Set To Fall Behind Bangladesh 
In 2020 Per Capita GDP: IMF
NEW DELHI: India is set to drop below 
Bangladesh in terms of per capita gross 
domestic product (GDP) this year, ac-
cording to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

According to the IMF-World Economic 
Outlook (WEO), Bangladesh’s per capita 
GDP in dollar terms is expected to grow 
4% in 2020 to $1,888. On the other hand, 
India’s per capita GDP is expected to de-
cline 10.5% to $1,897 – the lowest in the 
last four years. The GDP figure for both 
countries is at current prices.

The IMF's forecast for India, a huge 
downward revision from its previous 
prediction in June, will see the biggest 
contraction among major emerging mar-
kets amid the coronavirus pandemic.

According to the IMF's ''World Eco-
nomic Outlook'' report released on 
Tuesday, India's per capita GDP is set to 

plunge to $1,877 this fiscal year ending 
on March 31, 2021. The IMF's previous 
prediction in June said output would 
shrink 4.5 percent. Bangladesh per capita 
GDP in dollar terms is expected to grow 
to $1,888, according to the IMF report.

However, India, Asia's third-largest 
economy, is likely to bounce back as per 
capita GDP in dollar terms is expected to 

grow 8.2% at $2,030 in 2021, compared 
with an expected 5.4% growth for Ban-
gladesh at $1,990.

Nepal and Bhutan are expected to 
grow their economies this year, while 
the IMF has not divulged Pakistan’s data 
for 2020 and beyond.

Global growth would contract by 4.4% 
this year and bounce back to 5.2% in 
2021, the report said.

India's projected slump is the largest 
of any major economy except for Italy 
and Spain, and the biggest among the 
main emerging markets.

Top Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, who 
has been critical of the centre over the 
state of the economy, hit out at the gov-
ernment after the IMF projections. "Solid 
achievement of 6 years of BJP's hate-filled 
cultural nationalism. Bangladesh set to 
overtake India," he tweeted today.

Loan Moratorium: Implement Interest 
Waiver As Soon As Possible, Says SC
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court Wednes-
day said the Centre should implement “as 
soon as possible” interest waiver on loans 
of up to Rs 2 crore under the RBI mora-
torium scheme in view of the COVID-19 
pandemic, saying the common man’s Di-
wali is in the government’s hands.

The apex court sought know from the 
Centre as to whether the benefit of loan 
interest waiver for borrowers of up to Rs 
2 crore during the moratorium period 
has “percolated” to the common man.

The court, which observed that it is con-
cerned about how benefit of interest waiver 
would be given to borrowers, said the Centre 
has taken a “welcome decision” by taking 
note of plight of common man but authori-
ties have not issued any order in this regard.

“Something concrete has to be done,” a 
bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan 
said, adding, “Benefits of waivers to bor-

rowers up to Rs 2 crore must be imple-
mented as soon as possible.”

The top court, which posted the mat-
ter for hearing on November 2, told the 
advocates appearing for the Centre and 
banks that “Diwali is in your hand”.

The Centre recently told the apex court 
that going any further than the fiscal 
policy decisions already taken, such as 
waiver of compound interest charged on 
loans of up to Rs 2 crore for six months 
moratorium period, may be “detrimen-
tal” to the overall economic scenario, the 
national economy and banks may not 
take “inevitable financial constraints”.

The top court is hearing a batch of peti-
tions which have raised issues concerning 
the six-month loan moratorium period an-
nounced due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The bench, also comprising Justices R S 
Reddy and M R Shah, said when authori-

ties have decided something then it has 
to be implemented. “The government has 
taken a welcome decision taking note of 
the plight of common man. But you have 
not issued any order to anybody. You have 
simply given us the affidavit,” the bench 
told Solicitor General Tushar Mehta.

“We are now concerned about how waiv-
er benefit will be given,” the bench said, 
adding, “We are only asking whether the 
loan interest waiver has percolated or not.”

During the hearing conducted through 
video-conferencing, Mehta told the bench 
that the Centre has taken an “informed 
decision” and has taken a “huge burden”.

“When Central Government says on 
an affidavit that it will be implemented 
then there should not be any apprehen-
sions,” Mehta said. “There is diversity in 
lending and different modalities are re-
quired to be followed.”

'We Apologise': Tanishq 
Store Puts Up Apology Note; 
Gujarat Manager Rubbishes 
'Showroom Attack' Reports

GANDHIDHAM: A Tanishq Jewel-
lery showroom in Gandhidham 
town of Gujarat's Kutch district 
has put up a note on its door, apol-
ogising to Hindus in the district 
over the brand's controversial TV 
ad which has been withdrawn.

The handwritten note in Gu-
jarati also condemned the TV 
commercial.

"We apologise to Hindu com-
munity of Kutch on the shame-
ful advertisement for Tanishq," 
the note read.

It was pasted on the show-

room's door on October 12, and has 
since been removed, police said.

Photos of the apology note 
have gone viral on social media.

The showroom manager and 
local police rubbished media 
reports that the showroom was 
attacked by some people angry 
with the Tanishq advertisement.

"No such attack has taken 
place," said Superintendent of 
Police, Kutch-East, Mayur Patil.

The TV commercial featured 
a Muslim family preparing for 
an upcoming baby shower for 
their Hindu daughter-in-law.

Tanishq jewellery brand is a di-
vision of Titan company, promoted 
by the Tata Group in collaboration 
with the Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation. PTI

Sabotage Suspected In 
Mumbai Power Outage: 
Maharashtra Energy Minister

MUMBAI: Maharashtra Energy 
Minister Nitin Raut today said a 
possibility of sabotage cannot be 
ruled out in the massive power 
outage in Mumbai and neigh-
bouring areas two days ago.

Talking to reporters, Mr Raut 
said the power breakdown in 
the metropolis and neighbour-
ing Thane and Navi Mumbai on 
Monday was "not a small issue".

"Our team was working on 
the 400 KV Kalva-Padga line 
and the load was shifted from 
circuit 1 to 2. But, there was 
a technical problem and the 
Kharghar unit stopped. There 
was islanding in Mumbai 
which shouldn't have hap-
pened," he said.

"This is the reason that possi-
bility of sabotage is suspected," 
Mr Raut said.

A technical team from the 
Centre is here to discuss the 
power failure issue, he said, 
adding that "our inquiry com-
mittee will also be set up."

The central technical team 
will submit its report in a week, 
he said.

The minister said they will 
also discuss the study report 
submitted by a probe com-
mittee which went into such 
incidents in 2011, and wheth-
er an ATR (action taken re-
port) was prepared.

He also said that a system au-
dit is being prepared.

A grid failure had resulted in 
massive power outage in Mum-
bai and neighbouring areas on 
Monday, stopping trains on 
tracks, hampering those working 
from home and hitting the stut-
tering economic activity hard.

It took two hours for the 
power supply to resume for 
essential services on Monday, 
following which other pock-
ets started getting power in a 
phase-wise manner.

Israel Aligned With PM 
Modi's 'Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat', 'Make In India' 
Vision: Israeli Envoy
NEW DELHI: Hailing the selection 
by the Indian government of an 
Israeli firm for electronics manu-
facturing in India, Israeli Ambas-
sador Ron Malka has said the de-
velopment signifies his country's 
alignment with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's 'Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat' and 'Make in India' vision.

The Ministry of Electronics 
and Information and Technology 
(MeitY) has approved 16 eligible 
applicants under the Production 
Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI).

The PLI for Large Scale Electron-
ics Manufacturing extends an in-
centive of 4 per cent to 6 per cent 
on incremental sales (over the 
base year) of goods under target 
segments that are manufactured 
in India to eligible companies, for 
a period of five years subsequent 
to the base year (FY2019-20).

Welcoming the development, 
Malka tweeted, "Delighted that 
NeoLync, an Israeli company is a 
part of UTL-NeoLync that was se-
lected by the Indian government 
for electronics manufacturing in 
India, an important addition to 
the list of  Israeli companies al-
ready actively participating in @
PMOIndia's Make In India, export 
and Atmanirbhar Bharat vision."

Speaking to PTI about the se-
lection of the firm, which has 
49 per cent Israeli stake, said 
this shows how much his coun-
try is aligned with the Indian 

vision not only on the govern-
ment to government basis but 
also business to business.

It also aligns with the vision 
of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' be-
cause this will make India and 
Israel self-reliant in these ar-
eas of communication and ad-
vanced communication, he said.

"Israel and India don't com-
pete with each other, they com-
plete each other," he said.

Under the mobile phone (do-
mestic companies) segment, Indian 
companies including Lava, Bhag-
wati (Micromax), Padget Electron-
ics, UTL Neolyncs and Optiemus 
Electronics are approved by MeitY.

These companies are expect-
ed to expand their manufactur-
ing operations in a significant 
manner and grow into national 
champion companies in mobile 
phone production, a ministry 
statement had said.

Six companies are approved 
under the Specified Electronic 
Components Segment, and 
they are AT&S, Ascent Circuits, 
Visicon, Walsin, Sahasra, and 
Neolync, it said.

Apple Enters 5G Race With 
New Iphone 12 Range

October 13 Apple Inc on 
Tuesday launched its 
next-generation iPhone 

12, with faster 5G connectiv-
ity that the California company 
hopes will spur consumers to 
trade in their old phones and 
keep its sales booming through 
the end of the year.

The core of the line-up, the 
iPhone 12 with a 6.1-inch dis-
play, will sell for $799, while a 
'Mini' version with a 5.4-inch 
screen will be slightly cheaper 
at $699. A 'Pro' version with 
three cameras and a new 3-D 
'lidar' sensor starts at $999, with 
the largest 'Pro Max' starting at 
$1,099 and going up to $1,399.

The new products will test 
whether Apple can ride a wave 
of consumer excitement around 
5G wireless data networks, 
whose speediest variants out-
strip their predecessors' data 
rates multiple times over.

But whether iPhone buyers see 
a dramatic speed boost will de-
pend heavily on where they are 
and which carrier they use - what 
Bob O'Donnell, head of TECHnal-
ysis Research, called "lots of little 
niggly details that get in the way 
of delivering on the promise of 
5G." He said Apple may be setting 
some customers up for disappoint-
ment when phones ship but offer 
only modest speed increases until 
carriers build out networks.

"I don't feel like Apple clarified 
that as much as they could have," 
O'Donnell said. Apple said all iPhone 
12 models in the United States will 
support millimetre-wave 5G, the 
fastest variant of the technology, as 
well as lower-frequency bands.

Outside of the United States, 
however, iPhones will lack mil-
limetre wave compatibility, even 
in countries like Australia and 
South Korea where carriers are 

planning to roll out versions of 
the millimetre-wave technol-
ogy. Like some cheaper Android 
devices, iPhone 12 models in 
those countries will only support 
lower-frequency versions of 5G.

Apple said it had tested 5G on 
more than 800 carriers in 30 re-
gions globally. Verizon Commu-
nications Inc CEO Hans Vestberg 
appeared on Apple's live stream 
presentation to announce that 
the phones would work with the 
U.S. carrier's 'ultrawideband' 5G 
network, designed to alleviate bot-
tlenecks in major cities like New 
York and Los Angeles, as well as in 
crowded areas like NFL stadiums. 
The devices will arrive about a 
month later than is usual for Ap-
ple's annual launches. Pre-orders 
for the iPhone 12 and iPhone 12 
Pro in the United States, Britain, 
China and some other countries 
begin Oct. 16 and deliveries start 
Oct. 23. The iPhone Mini and Pro 
Max will be available for pre-
order Nov. 6 and in stores Nov. 13.

Apple may face a lukewarm 
holiday season due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, said Jake 
Dollarhide, chief executive of-
ficer of Longbow Asset Manage-
ment in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

"As the convergence of flu 
season with COVID and colder 
weather forces everyone indoors, 
I think it's going to be harder to 
sell iPhones this Christmas. As 
much as Apple is a technology 
company, it's not known for its 
online sales, it's known for its in-
store experience," Dollarhide said.

MASSIVE BODY BLOW 
To Portugal As Ronaldo Tests 

Positive For Virus

LISBON: 
P o r -
t u g a l 

and Ju-
v e n t u s 

f o r w a r d 
Cristiano Ronaldo 

has tested positive for 
coronavirus, the Portu-

guese football federation 
announced on Tuesday.
Ronaldo “is asymptomatic” and 

“will not play against Sweden” in 
Wednesday’s Nations League match, 

the federation said on its website.
Ronaldo, 35, who has won the Bal-

lon d’Or five times, played in Portugal’s 
goalless Nations League draw against 
France in Paris on Sunday.

The federation added that the rest 
of the Portugal squad were “all nega-
tive” after tests on Tuesday morning, 
as was the France squad, according to 
the French Football Federation.

Ronaldo has scored 
101 goals for Portugal 

and will be a huge 
absence for his team 

against Sweden as they aim to hold on to 
top spot in their group.

His contracting the disease is also 
a big blow for Juventus, as the health 
protocol in force for Serie A says that 
Ronaldo must self-isolate for 10 days 
and then record a negative test before 
he can resume playing.

That means Ronaldo will miss Juve’s 
Serie A match at Crotone on Saturday 
and the Italian champions’ opening 
Champions League group stage game 
at Dynamo Kiev in a week’s time.

He is also a doubt for Juventus’ follow-
ing Champions League clash with Barce-
lona on Oct 28, which was set to pit Ron-
aldo against his old rival Lionel Messi.

The test result re-opens the con-
troversy over his departure from Tu-
rin for the Portugal training camp, 
which was, according to local health 
authorities in Italy’s Piedmont region, 
a violation of the virus protocol.

Ronaldo and other Juventus stars 
left to join up with their national 
teams despite the team being in iso-
lation after two staff members tested 
positive for the virus.

Roberto Testi, a director of the regional 
health authority, said that local prosecu-
tors had been informed of the players’ 
unauthorised departure.

Ronaldo, who has also starred for 
Manchester United and Real Madrid, 
is the highest-profile footballer to test 
positive for Covid-19, which has killed 
over a million people since the start of 

the pandemic earlier this year.
Brazil forward Neymar, his Paris Saint-

Germain teammate Kylian Mbappe and 
AC Milan striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic have 
also tested positive for the virus in re-
cent weeks. Premier League champions 
Liverpool placed Senegalese forward Sa-
dio Mane and Spanish midfielder Thiago 
Alcantara in isolation after they tested 
positive last week.

Last week two of Ronaldo’s Portu-
gal teammates — goalkeeper Anthony 
Lopes and defender Jose Fonte — also 
returned positive tests, forcing them 
out of the Nations League fixtures.

The international break has been 
marked by a host of players contract-
ing the virus as it continues its spread 
worldwide. The Republic of Ireland 
had five players ruled out just before 
their Nations League draw with Wales 
after one squad member tested posi-
tive for the virus.

Meanwhile Ukraine had to draft in 
45-year-old assistant coach Oleksandr 
Shovkovsky for last week’s friendly 
with France as the virus swept through 
the squad.

Ukraine also lost to Germany on Sat-
urday in the Nations League with 14 
players missing either through injury 
or positive for the virus.

Coronavirus has killed over one mil-
lion people and infected 37 million 
people. Many nations that suppressed 
their first outbreaks are now battling a 
second wave.

WINTER IS COMING: A Kashmiri woman applying a fresh mud-coat on the outer walls of her 
house on Wednesday in Srinagar outskirts. KO Photo Abid Bhat 


