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Sopore Woman
Dies Of Burns

Srinagar: A week after setting
herself ablaze, a woman from
Sopore area of Baramulla district
on Wednesday succumbed to
her injuries at Srinagar's SMHS
hospital. The 32-year-old woman
had sustained severe burn inju-
ries after she set herself ablaze
at her in-law's house in Sidiq
Colony area of Sopore in north
Kashmir's Baramulla district on
Thursday last week. Officials
said that the woman (name
withheld) set herself ablaze
after pouring Kerosene oil over
her body following which she
was rushed to Sub @ P-02

Woman Killed In Hit
And Run Accident

Srinagar: An elderly woman

on Wednesday was killed in a

hit and run accident in Ac-
chabal area of south Kashmir's
Anantnag district. 68-year-old
Saja Begumwas critically injured
when a motorcyclist hit her invil-
lage Brariangan in Acchabal on
Wednesday morning, a police of-
ficial said. While the biker man-
aged to flee from the spot, the
injured woman was rushed to
SKIMS Soura here for treatment.
However, the doctors there
declared her brought @ P-02

Man Dies After

Falling From Tree

Srinagar: An elderly man died

on Wednesday after falling from
a tree in Kanganarea of central
Kashmir's Ganderbal district.
60-year-old Abdul RehmanThek-
rey of Hariganiwan Kangan
suffered critical injures on
Wednesday after falling from a
tree in Thune area of the district,
reports said. The injured man
succumbed before he could be
taken to the hospital for treat-
ment. An unnamed police official
told news agency KDC that po-
lice have taken the cognizance
of the incident and the matter
was being investigated.

Ladakh Records 79

New Covid-19 Cases

Leh: The Union Territory of La-
dakh reported 79 new coronavi-
rus cases, taking the cumulative
figure to 4720, an official bulletin
said on Wednesday. With 50
more patients cured of the dis-
ease, the number of active cases
in the region stands at 1195 904
in Leh district and 291 in Kargil
district, the bulletin released

by the directorate of health
services said.

It said 72 people tested positive
for COVID-19 in Leh and another
seven in Kargil district during
the past 24 hours.

Ladakh had reported 61 COVID-
related deaths, while 3,464 @ P-02

Govt SetsUp18 Paddy
Procurement Centres

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
administration has established
18 centres in the current Kharif
marketing season for procure-
ment of paddy at the minimum
support price across Jammu
region, according to a senior
official. Principal Secretary
Agriculture Production and
Farmers Welfare Department
Navin Kumar Choudhary said the
centres were set up in Jammu
(9), Kathua (8) and Samba (1).
"Timely operationalisation of
procurement centres will ensure
that the farmers are not com-
pelled to sell their @ P-02

3 MilitantsKilledIn |

Shopian Encounter

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Three local militants
of Hizbul Mujahideen and Al-
Badr were killed on Wednesday
in a fierce overnight encounter
with government forces in Zai-
napora area of south Kashmir’s

Shopian district.

Hizbul Mujahideen militant
Sajad Ahmad Malla of Shop-
ian and Al-Badr’s Junaid Rashid
and Waseem Ahmad
Magray, both residents of Pul-
wama were Kkilled after army’s
44 RR, special operations group
(SOG) of police and the person-
nel of CRPF 178 battalion re-

Wani

sumed anti-militancy operation

in Sugan village of Shopian in

the wee hours on Wednesday, a

police spokesperson said.

The search operation, he said
was launched around 7:00pm
Tuesday by the state forces on the
basis of specific input about the

presence of militants in the vil-

lage. During the operation, he said
militants turned down surrender
offer and instead fired on the joint

team to break the cordon.

Naikoo’s Aide Attacked BJP Leader: DGP

militant commander Riyaz Naikoo from south Kashmir

to carry out the attack on a BJP leader in Ganderbal
district in which a police constable was killed, the top police
official of Jammu and Kashmir said on Wednesday. ® P-02

I I izbul Mujahideen had deputed a close aide of slain

area was put under strict cordon.
“Due to darkness the operation ~Militants trapped inside made cer-
was suspended and the whole tain attempts to break» PAGE (2

‘ ‘ DUE TO DARKNESS THE OPERATION WAS SUSPENDED
and the whole area was put under strict cordon. Militants trapped inside made
certain attempts to break the cordon and escape from the spot,” the police

spokesperson said.

Shelling, Firing
Along LOC In Uri

SRINAGAR: The Indian army on
Wednesday accused Pakistani
troops of violating ceasefire
by resorting to mortar shelling
along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Uri sector of Baramulla district.

"Pakistan initiated an unpro-
voked ceasefire violation along LoC
in Uri Sector, Baramulla district to-
day morning by firing mortars and
other weapons," defence spokes-
man Colonel Rajesh Kalia said.

No casualties have been re-
ported in the incident so far.

The Indian Army, he said gave
a befitting response to the cease-
fire violation by Pakistani troops.

Pertinently on October 5, a ju-
nior commissioned officer (JCO)
of the army was killed in heavy
shelling by Pakistani troops
along the LoC in Rajouri district.

Subedar Sukhdev Singh of
army’s 16 Grenadiers @ P-02

Former CBI Chief
Ends Life

SHIMLA: Former CBI chief and
Nagaland Governor Ashwani
Kumar on Wednesday allegedly
committed suicide by hanging
himself at his residence here.

It is learnt that the former
state Director General of Po-
lice was under depression for
sometime now. Shimla Superin-
tendent of Police Mohit Chawla
confirmed the incident.

After his retirement from the
CBI, Kumar had settled down in
Shimla and worked briefly for a
private university located near
here as its chancellor. ® P-02

=

WAILING FAMILY members bid adieu to the slain policemn Altaf Hussain
of Eidgah, Srinagar. Altaf died while protecting a BJP leader from a militant
attack in Ganderbal on Tuesday. Photo Abid Bhat

12 More Coronavirus
Deaths In J&K, Toll 1284

Observer Monitoring Desk -

SRINAGAR: At least twelve
people died of coronavirus
in Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, raising the num-
ber of fatalities due to the
deadly infection across the
Union Territory to 1284.

: While seven more

ficials said.

people succumbed
, to Covid-19 in Jam-
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in Kashmir valley, of-

Among the victims in

Jammu division, three were
residents of Jammu district, two from

621 New Cases

Include 37 Travelers
J ammu and Kashmir

reported on Wednes-

day 621 fresh cases of
coronavirus, including thirty
seven travelers, taking the
total number of people in-
fected by the virus to 81097.
Among the fresh cases, 260

mu  division, the were from Jammu Division
remaining five lost and 361 from Kashmir @ P-02
battle with the virus

Rajouri and one each from Doda and
Samba, they said. The victims includ-
ed a 52-year-old from Jeewan Nagar,
a 67-year-old from Kotli Shah Doula
and a 62-year-old from » PAGE (2

Panel For Fixing School
Fees Gets Statutory Powers

Agencies

SRINAGAR: The Government of
India has carried out amendments
in the Jammu & Kashmir School
Education Act-2002 to grant stat-
utory powers to committee for
determining and regulating fee of
students in private schools in the
newly carved out Union Territory.
The amendments are part of “The
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
Re-Organization(Adaptation of State
Laws) order- 2020” issued by the
Union Home Ministry on Monday.
According to the amendments,
the committee shall be headed
by a chairperson who has been
a Judge of a High Court or a gov-

ernment officer who has been
a financial commissioner of the
Union territory or above.

“The members of the committee
shall be such as may be prescribed
by the government,” reads the order.

According to these amend-
ments, the panel shall exercise
such powers and perform such
functions as may be prescribed by
the government to ensure that the
private schools are not indulging
in commercialisation of education
and undue profiteering.

“Orders passed by the commit-
tee for fixation and regulation of
fee of private Schools shall be
deemed to have been duly passed
by a public servant »PAGE 02

Eye On LAHDC Polls

BJP Promises More Than 6th
Schedule Benefits To Le

Press Trust Of India

LEH: Allaying Ladakhis' fear of los-
ing jobs and land, Union minister
Anurag Thakur on Wednesday as-
serted that the Centre would provide
more than what was there in the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, a
demand which had gained momen-
tum after the region was declared a
separate Union territory last year.
The Minister of State for Finance
was in Leh to kick-start the official
campaign of the BJP for the up-
coming polls to the Ladakh Auton-
omous Hill Development Council

]

v |

(LAHDC) Leh - the first democratic
exercise in the Union territory.
The 26 seats of LAHDC Leh are
going to polls on October 22 and is
likely to witness a keen battle be-
tween the BJP, Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) which is trying its
luck for the first time in the region.
None of the regional »PAGE (2

~
" 94 CandidatesIn
Poll Fray

s many as 94 candi-
Adates are in the fray

for the elections to the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council (LAHDC)
Leh, the first democratic
exercise in the region post
the union territory status,
officials said on Wednesday.
The polls are scheduled to
be held on October 22. ® P-02

BJP Leader Opposes J&K Govt’s
Rehabilitation Offer To Militants

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Days after Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha urged lo-
cal militants to give up arms and
promised to help them with jobs
and entrepreneurial opportunities,
the Jammu and Kashmir BJP presi-
dent Ravinder Raina on Wednes-
day opposed the move saying in
Modi government, there can never
be any rehabilitation for militants,
Hindustan Times Reported

“There can never be any reha-
bilitation policy for terrorists and
they will be paid back in the same
coin,” Raina said.

Speaking after launching the
third-phase of the ‘Back to Vil-
lage’ programme in Shopian dis-

trict in south Kashmir on Friday,
Sinha had said that the people of
J-K, especially the youth, want to
tread on the path of progress and
development and appealed to the
misguided youth to shun violence
and return to the mainstream.
“The government is ready to

help with jobs and entrepreneur-
ial opportunities,” he had said.

Agencies

strongly, Raina, according to the
report said that Pak-sponsored
militancy has bled Jammu and
Kashmir for the past 30 years.

for arms training, come back with
arms and ammunition and kill in-
nocent people and security forces
personnel. They can never be
given jobs,” he said.

itary forces are combating them
24x7. In Modi government, there
can never be any rehabilitation
for terrorists,” he added.

However, opposing the move

They (militants) go to Pakistan

“Our army, police and paramil-

Raina, according to the report

has also alleged many »PAGE 02

SRINAGAR: Observing that judicial
time has been “unwarrantedly wast-
ed”, Jammu and Kashmir High Court
has imposed Rs 10000 costs to Mission
Director State Rural Livelihood who
had filed an appeal against the court’s
single bench order way back in 2017.
The Mission Director had as-
sailed the order dated 4 August 2017
whereby the court had allowed a
plea by one Tariqg Ahmad Bhat who
had challenged an order dated 30
August 2016 issued by the Addition-
al Mission Director SRLM Kashmir,
terminating the cancellation of the
hiring of an Innova vehicle along-
with Driver with effect from 25th of
March 2016 in the State Rural Liveli-

HC Imposes Rs 10000
Costs On Mission Director

hoods Mission Kashmir. This hiring
had been sanctioned by order dated
31.03.2016 for one year strictly as
per the approved rates of Transport
Commissioner, Jammu & Kashmir
subject to the terms and conditions
incorporated in the order.

“The learned Single Judge noted
that the engagement of hiring of the
vehicle was for a period of one year
which period has expired on 31st of
March, 2017. As such, the order dat-
ed 31.08.2016 terminating the hiring
of the vehicle had lost its efficacy,” a
division bench of Chief Justice Gita
Mittal and Justice Puneet Gupta.

Subsequently, the division bench
said that Tariq's plea was disposed
of with a direction to the Mission
Director to adhere to the »PAGE 02

Chhibber's

Term As JK Bank
CMD Extended
For 6 Months

NEW DELHI: Jammu & Kashmir
Bank on Wednesday said the
RBI has extended the term of RK
Chhibber as the Chairman and
Managing Director for a period
of six months.

"We wish to intimate that the
Reserve Bank of India has ex-
tended the term of R K Chhibber,
Chairman and Managing Director
of the bank by a further period of
six months with effect from 10th
October, 2020 or till the appoint-
ment of MD & CEO, whichever is
earlier," Jammu & Kashmir Bank
said in a regulatory filing.

In June 2019, the Reserve Bank
had approved the appointment
of RK Chhibber as interim @ P-02

JK Govt To Recruit
1,700 Doctors: LG

UDHAMPUR: The Jammu and
Kashmir government is all set to
recruit 1,700 doctors to strength-
en the healthcare system, Lieu-
tenant governor Manoj Sinha
said on Wednesday.

"There is a shortage of para-
medics and doctors in J-K. There
are vacancies. We are going to
start the recruitment of 1,700
doctors soon," Sinha told an
event organised as part of the
"Back-to-Village-3" campaign in
Udhampur district's Kud area.

"Since we are facing a pan-

we have ensured universal life
and health cover for all @ P-02

| demic and new lifestyle diseases,

nFoc0S Promise To Make J&K A Hub Of Solar Power Remains A Hoax

Mrinal Pathak

n the last few years, Solar En-
ergy Corporation of India (SECI)
has proposed many mega solar
power projects in few districts
of the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K), but the completion
of these projects is far from reality.

Concerns over the safety and vi-
ability of these projects in J&K are
raised from time to time.

Experts suggest that such projects
may help in boosting job opportunities
and electricity production that ultimate-
ly will benefit the local population.

While it is a challenging task for

engineers to set up power grids on
tough terrains of the region but, many
say, the innovative solutions may help
in yielding promising results.
Interestingly, the successive cen-
tral and state governments over the
past few years promised to make
J&K a hub of solar energy produc-
tion but the study conducted by the
Centre for Science and Environment
has placed J&K at bottom of the list.
J&K was placed even below Bihar
which has managed to install 20
MW Solar Roof Top (SRT) power.
Notably, ever since Union Minis-
try of New and Renewable Energy
launched the Jawaharlal Nehru So-

lar Mission in 2010, J&K has been
lagging behind.
According to the official figures

o Image for representation

released by Jammu Kashmir Ener-
gy Development Agency (JAKEDA),
SRT panels of 8 MWs were installed

in different parts of J&K.

The primary reason for the lack
of growth in the solar sector in J&K
is the shortage of resources.

According to the agreement be-
tween the centre and the states, J&K
was bound to pay 40 percent of the to-
tal funds but a majority of the projects
were scrapped, subjecting to J&K's in-
ability to pay its share of funds.

As per an estimate, a 70 percent
subsidy is provided by JAKEDA to
any household installing SRT panels
on rooftops of their homes.

It's believed that since the cost
of electricity is very less in J&K,
majority of households hesitate in

investing in solar panels.

The lack of cooperation from the
various authorities concerned is equal-
ly proving to be a major stumble in
developing solar power infrastructure
in J&K. The red-tapism is also being
blamed for not helping the cause.

In past, a 200 KW plant was in-
stalled by JAKEDA at Sher-E-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences, but no
progress had been made on it so far.

The only department that has been
utilising the benefits of renewable
energy is the J&K Police department.
A good number of SRT panels are in-
stalled on the rooftops of many police
stations over the past few years.

Many environmental experts ad-
vocate the use of unconventional or
renewable sources of energy such as
solar energy as a means to combat
the impact of climate change.

Experts suggest that the process
of generating solar power is way
cheaper than building a hydropower
plant of similar capacity.

The time taken to build a solar
power plant is also very less than
building a hydropower plant.

At the beginning of 2019, an Eco-
nomic Times report says, the total
installed power capacity in the J&K
was 3393.74 MW.

The same report states that
though J&K is the second largest
state in terms of having the poten-
tial for solar power generation, yet
solar power has very little contribu-
tion in this region.
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Development Of Rural Areas, Creation Of Employment
Opportunities; Govt’s Prrlmte Concern: Advisor

BARAMULLA: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor Baseer Ahmad
Khan today affirmed that vari-
ous initiatives are afoot to de-
velop rural areas adding that
administration is committed
to ensure holistic and equitable
development of all regions.

“Present dispensation led by
Lieutenant Governor is keen to
create employment opportuni-
ties for all with special focus on
remote and far flung areas”, Ad-
visor maintained.

Advisor was speaking at a
mega function organized in
border village Garkote of Uri
area in connection with the 3rd
phase of ambitious 'Back to Vil-

lage' programme.

Appreciating huge public
participation in the event, Ad-
visor said that present admin-
istration has initiated renewed
measures to achieve satura-
tion in individual beneficiary
schemes. He reiterated that
the ambitious campaign has
been launched with an aim to
reach at the people’s doorsteps
to resolve their issues adding
that LG himself conducted sev-
eral outreach programmes and
visited several remote areas of
J&K to monitors all these en-
deavors of the government.

Highlighting the objectives
of B2V, Advisor said that such

Delhi Govt Allows Restaurants To Operate
Round-The-Clock

NEW DELHI: In a major relief
to city restaurants during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Delhi
government on Wednesday said
that these establishments will
be allowed to operate round-the-
clock and requirement of tourism
licences will also be removed.

The government also announced
other measures such as initiating a
process to abolish police licences
and health trade licenses from lo-
cal bodies for restaurants to end
'permit raj' in the industry, accord-
ing to a statement.

The decisions were taken at a

meeting chaired by Chief Minis-
ter ArvindKejriwal and it was at-
tended by restaurant owners.

The Delhi government said such
steps will help the industry gen-
erate more employment through
higher demand. This will set an
example of the 'Delhi Model' of
ease of doing business, it said.

"On the request of restaurateurs
to allow 24x7 business, it was
agreed that restaurants will be al-
lowed to operate at all hours subject
to the condition that they submit an
undertaking that they will take care
of the health and security of their

entire staff,” the statement said.
Kejriwal also directed that health
trade licences issued by municipal
corporations to restaurants should
be abolished within 10 days, it said.
In the meeting, the excise depart-
ment agreed to review the existing
policy of a 10 per cent automatic in-
crease in the licence fees every year.
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia, who also attended
the meeting, directed that steps
be taken for restaurants to pay
texcise by March 31 from the ex-
isting deadline of February 28,
and for them to make quarterly

licence fee payments without in-
terest, the statement said.

The meeting was attended by
National Restaurant Association
of India (NRAI) members and
ministers and senior officers.

In the meeting, decisions were
taken for the economic revival of
the hospitality industry here.

"Delhi's restaurants are the pride
of Delhi and provide employment
to lakhs of people. I have directed
all respective departments to re-
move unnecessary hassles in the
smooth running of restaurants,”
Kejriwal said after the meeting.

an initiative provides an ap-
propriate platform to evaluate
government schemes and urged
upon various stakeholders to
come forward and avail benefits
of schemes and programmes
launched by the government.
He maintained that bridging gap
between people and administra-
tion has been our top most pri-
ority adding that strengthening
democracy at grass root level is
the best way forward to perco-
late the fruits of development at
ground level.

Various demands were
put forth by people which
included initiation of Mini-
bus service, development of

playfield, conducting of spe-
cial recruitment drive among
other minor works.

Meanwhile, Advisor inau-
gurated several development
assets worth Rs 53.08 lakh
in Uri block that have been
completed under 14th FC,
MGNREGA and other flagship
programmes.

Advisor also distributed sev-
eral equipments/kits/certifi-
cates sponsored by horticul-
ture, agriculture, education,
revenue, youth services and
sports departments besides
presenting cheques worth
Rs 10.42 lakh as financial as-
sistance to registered labour

beneficiaries.

BDC Chairperson Uri Mo-
hammad RafigBalot highlight-
ed some issues and demands
meant for overall development
of the area including upgrada-
tion of infrastructure in power
sector, development of border
tourism in the area, establish-
ment of community as well
as individual bunkers, con-
ducting of special recruitment
drive in the area among some
other demands.

Advisor assured that all the
genuine demands and griev-
ances raised during the event
shall be fulfilled as early as
possible

China Increasingly Assessing India Through
Prism Of Its Worsening Ties With US: Ex-FS Saran

NEW DELHI: Negative Chinese
perceptions of India took hold
during the British colonial pe-
riod and currently China is
increasingly assessing India
through the prism of its wors-
ening relations with the US,
former foreign secretary Shyam
Saran said on Wednesday.

The negative attitudes to-
wards India and Indians persist
and surface whenever relations
start to worsen, Saran said de-
livering the VP Dutt Memorial
Lecture on "India as Teacher
by Negative Example: Chinese
Perceptions of India During
the British Colonial Period and

Their Impact on Contemporary
India-China Relations".

"During the more positive
phases, these attitudes are
masked and the rhetoric harks
back to the ancient period
of civilisational engagement
between the two countries.
Though even in this case, the
spread of Buddhism in China
from India was regarded at least
by some intellectuals as a bane-
ful external influence which
must be thoroughly exorcised to
allow the true Chinese spirit to
emerge,"” Saran said.

"We see that a line runs
through the negative and de-

rogatory perceptions of India
and Indians that took hold dur-
ing the British colonial period,
while India's past glory as a great
civilisation was conceded, in
contemporary times it became
an example of a failed and fallen
country in Chinese perceptions,”
he said in his online address.
These impressions were also
derived by translations into
Chinese or Japanese of writings
by British colonial authors who
justified British colonial rule as
a civilisational mission of re-
deeming a race which had lost
any civilisational attributes it
may have once had, Saran said.

3 Militants Killed In Shopian...

the cordon and escape from the spot,” the police spokesperson said.
He said that the bodies of all three militants have been retrieved from
the encounter site along with incriminating materials, including arms
and ammunition.

“All the recovered materials have been taken into case records for fur-
ther investigation and to probe their complicity in other crimes,” the
police spokesperson said.

He said that the killed militants were part of groups involved in plan-
ning & executing several attacks on security establishments.

The police spokesperson said that in view of Covid-19 pandemic, the
bodies shall be sent to Handwara for burial after completion of all
medico-legal formalities. The nearest family members of the killed
militants shall be allowed to participate in the last rites.

“In this connection a case under relevant sections of law has been reg-
istered and investigation has been initiated. People are requested to
cooperate with police till the area is completely sanitized and cleared
of all the explosive materials, if any,” the police spokesperson added.
Meanwhile, the killing of militants set off violent protests in the vil-
lage leaving at least three youth injured, two of them brothers with
pellets.

Ehsan Magbool and Basit Magbool were injured when government
forces fired pellets to disperse a group of people who were protest-
ing against the killing of the three local militants by the government
forces, reports said. The two brothers were removed to the district
hospital for treatment. However, the doctors there referred them to
Srinagar’s SMHS hospital for advanced treatment.

Besides them, another youth was also injured during the clashes. He
was locally treated, reports said.

Naikoo’s Aide Attacked BJP...

"The militant killed in Ganderbal -- Shabir Ahmad of Awanitpora -- was
deputed specifically to carry out the attack,” DGP Dilbag Singh told re-
porters at the wreath laying ceremony for constable Altaf Hussain.
Hussain was injured while protecting BJP leader Ghulam Qadir during
an attack on Tuesday night. The police constable managed to kill one
of the assailants before he succumbed to his injuries.

The DGP said there was another blood trail at the scene of the attack
which was being followed by the investigators.

He said the slain militant was a close aide and overground worker
of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Riyaz Naikoo who was killed in
an encounter earlier this year. Shabir had joined militancy recently,
the DGP said.

He said target killings were being carried out in the Union territory
on instructions from Pakistan "through its militant mouthpiece TRF
(The Resistance Front)".

Singh also said it was "not a big deal” for militants to move from one
district to another.

The top police officer also referred to TRP which he called as “mouth-
piece of Pakistan and ISI.”

“Recently 39 journalists were threatened by the TRE. They are the
people who are doing their job honestly,” he said as per local news
agency GNS.

Asked about recent highway attack in which two CRPF men were
killed and three others were injured, he said that there are clues on
which the police was working. “Very soon we will payback.”

He said that deployments made on highway are calibrated and one
cannot rule out attacks along it.

“Amid militancy, one cannot rule out such attacks. You see whenever
there is attack on highway, we kill them in counterattack. This is con-
tinuous process,” Singh said.

Shelling, Firing Along LOC...

was the fourth soldier to die in ceasefire violations by Pakistan in five days.
Last week, three soldiers were killed and five others were injured in
separate incidents of Cross-LoC firing in Jammu and Kashmir.

Former CBI Chief Ends Life...

The university is currently facing charges of issuing fake degrees.

A senior police officer told IANS that a suicide note was found from
the crime spot.

He along with his wife was seen strolling in the evening in the city, a
neighbour told the police.

A 1973 batch IPS officer, Kumar is survived by his wife and son.
Kumar served as DGP for the state between 2006 and 2008 before
being appointed director of the CBI for two years.

He served as Governor of Nagaland from 2013 to 2014. During this
period, he was briefly also the Governor of Manipur.

12 More Coronavirus Deaths...

Roop Nagar Jammu.
Among others who died in Valley include a 45-year-old man from

Pulwama and a 70-year-old from Meeraq Shah Abad Shalimar.
Regarding the man from Pulwama, they said that he was admitted on
October 6 at hospital here and died today.

The septuagenarian, they said, died at SMHS hospital, five days after
he was admitted with bilateral community acquired pneumonia, a
doctor at the hospital said.

With these deaths, officials said, 1884 people have succumbed to the
virus in Jammu and Kashmir so far—884 from the Valley and 402 from
Jammu division.

Srinagar district with 310 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu (209),
Baramulla (126), Budgam (88), Pulwama (73), Kupwara (71), Anantnag
(69), Kulgam (43), Bandipora(40), Shopian (32), Rajouri (32), Gander-
bal (30), Doda (37), Kathua (28), Samba (23), Udhampur (21), Poonch
(17), Ramban (11), Kishtwar(11) and Reasi (6). (With GNS inputs)

621 New Cases Include 37...

Valley even as 2188 patients recovered and were discharged from
various hospitals.

Giving district wise breakup of the cases, they said, Srinagar reported
143 of them, Budgam 51, Baramulla 50, Pulwama 25, Kupwara 18,
Anantnag 20, Bandipora 15, Ganderbal 22, Kulgam 5 and Shopian 12,
Jammu 83, Rajouri 36, Udhampur 10, Doda 24, Kathua 10, Poonch 14,
Samba 22, Ramban 10, Kishtwar 21 and Reasi 30.

Moreover, they said, 2188 more Covid-19 patients have recovered and
discharged from various hospitals— 1629 from Jammu Division and
559 from Kashmir Valley.

Panel For Fixing School Fees...

and its violation or non-compliance shall amount to disobedience un-
der the provisions of section 188 of Indian Penal Code,” the order reads.
According to the order, the private schools shall not charge any fee
from the students or guardians, except tuition fee, annual fee, trans-
port fee and voluntary special purpose fee such as the picnic, tour
and excursions, etc. completely voluntary in nature or any other fee
as may be approved by the committee.

The law further states that the committee for the purposes of mak-
ing any inquiry or initiating any proceedings under this Act, have the
same powers as are vested in a Civil Court, under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908.

The law imposes penalty on those found violating the orders of the
fee committee. “Any person or private school which contravenes the
directions of the Committee for Fixation and Regulation of Fee of Pri-
vate Schools shall be liable to a fine of not less than fifty thousand
rupees for first offence and one lakh rupees for every subsequent
offence including recommendation for disaffiliation of such private
school by the said committee,” it reads—(KNO)

BJP Promises More Than 6th...

parties, including the National Conference and Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), has jumped into the fray.

You need not have even one per cent concern (about protection of
land and jobs) you will get more than what is there in the sixth sched-
ule under the leadership of Modi. Your land, culture, ethnic values
and traditions will all get protected under our government, Thakur
told reporters here.

The sixth schedule seeks to safeguard the rights of tribal population
through the formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC).
Responding to a question on protection of Ladakhis' land from out-
siders, he said a deliberate campaign was launched to mislead the
public and divert their attention from the Centre's wholehearted
measures to develop Ladakh on the modern lines with special focus
on its economy.

I am a fourth term MP from Himachal Pradesh and my father was a
three-time MP and two-time chief minister. We are living in the land
for generations, but we cannot buy land in tribal areas. The non-agri-
culturists cannot buy agricultural land in Himachal Pradesh because
of Section 118 (of Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and Land Reforms Act,
1972) which protects the land holding for the locals and we do not
have a sixth schedule in force there, he said.

The recently floated Peoples Movement for Sixth Schedule for Ladakh',
a powerful platform having representatives from various political,
religious and social organisations, had last month withdrawn its poll
boycott call after meeting Union Home Minister Amit Shah, and high-
lighted its various demands including protection of land and jobs.
Today is a great day for Indian history as our prime minister com-
pleted 20 years of public service which is full of achievements and
commitment to take India to the new heights of progress PM Modi
has fulfilled your long cherished dream of getting Union territory (UT)
status and opening the gates for massive development of the region,
Thakur underlined.

Seeking votes for the party candidates, he said it was now the turn
of the people of Leh to elect BJP representatives so that Modi at the
Centre and the party's local representatives join hands to achieve all-
round development of the region.

when you vote BJP leaders to power in LAHDC, no power on the earth
can stop the development of Ladakh because there will be better co-
ordination and understanding between New Delhi and Ladakh, he
added.

On asked about certain party workers leaving BJP ahead of the elec-
tions, Ladakh BJP MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal, who was also present
at the press conference, said there was no rebellion but some people
have left because they were denied the mandate by the party.

This house belongs to them and after election they will return to the
party fold, he said, adding that the mandate was on the basis of inputs
from the ground level.

On LAHDC, Leh chairman reportedly staging a dharna in front of Lt
Governor R K Mathur inside the Raj Bhavan, the MP said it was heart-
ening to note that he took the step for the people of Ladakh.

The council Act remained unchanged even after the UT status as not
a single word was deleted. He (LAHDC, Leh chairman) staged a sit-in
because our people, including students, were stranded outside La-
dakh due to COVID-19 and he wanted them back as soon as possible,
Namgyal said.

94 Candidates In Poll Fray...

The 26 seats of the LAHDC Leh are likely to witness a triangular con-
test between the BJP, the Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
which is trying its luck for the first time in the region.

None of the regional parties, including the National Conference and
the Peoples Democratic Party, are participating in the polls.

On the last day for the withdrawal of the candidature on Wednesday,
67 of the 161 candidates withdrew their nomination papers for the
sixth general election to the LAHDC Leh, leaving 26 members each
of the BJP and the Congress and 19 members of the AAP besides 23
independents in the fray, the officials said.

A total of 164 candidates had filed their nomination for the 26 seats
and later the candidature of three of them was rejected during scru-
tiny of papers on October 5, they said.

The counting of votes will take place on October 26 and the poll pro-
cess is expected to be completed by October 30.

A shadow of uncertainty hung over the polls after the recently floated
'Peoples Movement for Sixth Schedule for Ladakh', a powerful plat-
form having representatives from various political, religious and so-
cial organisations, announced a poll boycott last month.

However, it withdrew its poll boycott call within days after a delega-
tion of the Ladakhi leaders met Union Home Minister Amit Shah, and
highlighted its various demands including protection of land and jobs.
The officials said all arrangements are in place to ensure smooth poll-
ing which is being held at a time when the country is grappling with
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ladakh has recorded 61 COVID-related deaths with a total caseload of
4,720. While 3,464 patients have recovered till Tuesday evening, the
number of active cases in the UT stands at 1,195 -- 904 in Leh district
and 291 in Kargil district. In the wake of the pandemic, the officials
said social distancing and wearing of masks would be ensured during
the polling between 8 am to 4pm.

They said Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) have reached Leh for
the polling, while postal ballot arrangements have been made for
those who are above the age of 65 years, COVID-19 patients and dif-
ferently-abled persons.

There are 3,500 postal ballots, out of them 350 are service personnel,
the official said.

Kargil district has a separate hill council which was elected in 2018
for a five-year term.

Chhibber's Term As JK Bank...

Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Jammu and Kashmir
Bank, following the removal of Parvez Ahmed from the post by the
state government.

Chhibber got a few extensions as the interim CMD of the bank before
being appointed as the full-time CMD with effect from October 10,
2019, for a period of six months. Thereafter, he has been approved by
the RBI to continue as the CMD of Jammu & Kashmir Bank for various
tenures.

Shares of Jammu & Kashmir Bank closed at Rs 15.09 a piece on BSE,
down 0.13 per cent from the previous close

JK Govt To Recruit 1,700...

people in our villages.... we will deliver on this," he added.

The Lt Governor appreciated the progress achieved by the district in
the health sector and stressed on expediting the work on recently ap-
proved new medical colleges.

Summarising achievements of the "Back-to-Village" programme, the
Lt Governor announced that 1.79 lakh beneficiaries have been linked
with the Jammu & Kashmir Health Insurance Scheme, 65,000 farm-
ers have been provided Kisan Credit Card, 1.55 lakh ration cards have
been seeded with Aadhaar and more than 55,000 farmers have ben-
efitted under PM KISAN initiative.

"It is heartening to know that school enrolment in the district has in-
creased over the past years; three new colleges are coming up while
four others are already operational. It should be our collective respon-
sibility to reduce the school dropout rate in the district,” said the Lt
Governor.

He complimented the district administration for the 'Back to School'
initiative which has led to resumption of studies for school dropouts.

HC Imposes Rs 10000 Costs...

terms and conditions of the order dated 31.03.2016 with further di-
rection to work out the hiring and fuel charges as was payable to the
owner of the vehicle for the period beginning from 01.04.2016 till
31.03.2017.

“The order which was passed by the learned Single Judge was in ac-
cordance with law and warranted in the facts of the case. This Let-
ters Patent Appeal which has been filed by the appellants of having
275 days delay is totally misconceived,” the court said, adding, “In our
view, judicial time has been unwarrantedly wasted by filing an appeal
which is completely without merit.”

While dismissing the appeal as well as application seeking condona-
tion of delay, the court imposed Rs.10,000 costs upon the appellants
(Mission Director) within two weeks in the Advocates Welfare Fund.
Proof of deposit shall be placed before the Registrar Judicial.

“....In case they fail to deposit the costs imposed on them within the
aforesaid time period, in that eventuality, the Registrar Judicial shall
place this matter before the Court for appropriate orders.” (GNS)

BJP Leader Opposes J&K...

irregularities in the selection list of the fire and emergency services
department.

“I brought the matter to the notice of L-G Sinha and have urged him
to scrap this list and conduct recruitments afresh. Graduates and
postgraduates have been excluded while Class 8 and 10 pass candi-
dates have been selected in the current list. It is a big scam and probe
should be ordered,” he said.

Raina added that if the list was not revoked then BJP will move court
for an interim stay on it.

Sopore Woman Dies Of Burns...

District Hospital (SDH) Sopore by family members and neighbours
where doctors referred her to SMHS Srinagar in critically condition
for advanced treatment where she succumbed to her burn injuries.
Meanwhile, Station House Officer (SHO) Sopore, Azim Khan told
news agency KNO that the reason behind committing suicide was be-
ing ascertained.

He said a case under FIR number 272/2020 under section 309 has been
registered and further investigation is going on in this regard—(KNO)

Woman Killed In Hit And...

dead, the official said

“A case has been registered under FIR number 78/2020 under rel-
evant sections of law and further investigations taken up to crack the
case,” he added.

Ladakh Records 79 New...

patients have recovered till Tuesday evening.
The bulletin said 27 COVID patients were discharged in Kargil and 23
others in Leh on Tuesday after their successful treatment.

Govt Sets Up 18 Paddly...

produce below the minimum support price fixed during the current
season,"” Choudhary said at a meeting here.

Assuring full support to Food Corporation of India, he asked FCI of-
ficials to make sure that payments are released immediately after
procurement of paddy from the farmers, preferably within 72 hours
through Direct Bank Transfer (DBT) mode.
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Back to Village a Revolution for

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 7: Con-
tinuing his consistent outreach
programmes as part of the ongoing
Back to Village-3, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha visited Kud in
Udhampur district today.

‘Back to Village is a revolution
for implementation of maximum
governance on ground. In Back to
Village, the public is planner and
executor while the government
and officers are only facilitators’,
remarked the Lt Governor while ad-
dressing the public.

He called upon the public to
wholeheartedly participate in the
Back to Village programme and ‘be
a part in the development and re-
structuring of J&K’.

Taking cognizance of long pend-
ing demand of Chenani-Patangarh
bridge over Tawi, the Lt Governor
assured that a double-lane modern
steel superstructure bridge would

be completed by July, next year ben-
efiting about 15 Panchayats. ‘The 5
km approach road to the bridge
would also be completed along with
the project’, he added.

‘Back to Village and Jan Abhiyan
is a step towards more transparent
and accountable governance. Funds,
Functions and Functionaries are now
available at your doorstep. At the same
time, awareness also needs to be cre-
ated in the public about people’s rights
and welfare schemes that centre and
UT administration has already ap-
proved for them’, he continued.

‘Each district has been pro-
vided funds of Rs 2.5 crore and addi-
tional Rs 10 lakh for Back to Village
works. There is a need to work with
honesty and dedication for utiliza-
tion of these funds and execution of
works’, said the Lt Governor.

Discussing the agriculture sec-
tor, the Lt Governor observed the

need to modernize, industrialize
and diversify it to strengthen vil-
lage economies and providing am-
ple sources of livelihood to young
generation.

‘Jammu & Kashmir needs a
different kind of green revolution
focusing on livelihoods diversifica-
tion through allied activities. I'm
working on many farmer friendly
initiatives to ensure a more rapid,
holistic agricultural development
in Jammu Kashmir’, the Lt Gover-
nor maintained. He made a special
mention of project Jeevika which
has led to a new approach of inte-
grated and remunerative farming
in the clusters where the project is
being implemented.

The Lt Governor spoke on
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s visionary
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yo-
jana and how it is going to benefit
the district through implementa-

Maximum Governance: LG

tion of measures like micro-irriga-
tion. He also called for creation of
300 clusters of organic farming in
the district and for revival of wa-
ter resources and revamping water
supply for agriculture and horticul-
ture sectors.

The Lt Governor highlighted
the need to deliver benefits of social
security schemes to large rural popu-
lation of the district. ‘More than 32
thousand people from 236 panchayats
of Udhampur have benefitted from In-
tegrated Social Security schemes’, the
Lt Governor noted. He also expressed
the need to speed up Aadhaar seeding
with pension beneficiaries, the exist-
ing figures being 70% only.

The Lt Governor appreciated the
huge number of scholarships given
during Jan Abhiyaan and said that
14908 Pre-Matric while 566 Post-Mat-
ric scholarships have been provided
in the district during the period.

Appreciating the progress
achieved by the district in health
sector, the Lt Governor also stressed
on the need to expedite work on re-
cently approved new medical col-
lege within set deadlines.

Summarizing  achievements
of ongoing Back to Village pro-
gramme, the Lt Governor an-
nounced that 1.79 lakh beneficiaries
have been linked with Jammu &
Kashmir Health Insurance Scheme,
65 thousand farmers have been pro-
vided Kisan Credit Card, 1.55 lakh
ration cards have been seeded with
Aadhar and more than 55 thousand
farmers have benefitted under PM
KISAN initiative.

He also asked the elected PRI
members to generate awareness for
the benefit of the local population. Ev-
ery Wednesday is dedicated to public
grievance redressal at Sub-Division
level on rotation basis, he added.

DIAL-EMMA

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 0194230331 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

J5

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

People Are No Cattle, Dark
Times Will Pass: Soz

Srinagar: Senior Congress
leader and former UNION
Minister, Prof Saifuddin
Soz Wednesday said that
Kashmir based politicians
should never compromise
on the issue of internal
autonomy of Jammu and
Kashmir. He said it is time
for all politicians includ-
ing Syed Altaf Bukhari
and Sajad Lone to join
hands and fight for the
peoples’ rights and aspira-
tions.

Soz said that the Gov-
ernment of India is sup-
pressing people of Kash-
mir but that too shall pass.
“People should remember
that the darkest part of the
night is just before dawn. I
believe people of Kashmir
will emerge victorious.”

In an interview, Soz
said there is deep alienation
and people are very angry
over the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370. “This resentment
will prevail till internal au-
tonomy is not restored. The
Government of India can’t
treat us as cattle. New Delhi
has to listen and respect our
sentiments.”

In response to a ques-
tion, Soz said that by
abrogating special sta-
tus, New Delhi not only
ditched mainstream lead-
ers of Jammu and Kash-
mir but it ditched itself.
“New Delhi doesn’t know
the repercussions of this
stupid act. So what if we
fail in our struggle but
our next generation will
come to know about it and
they will fight.”

Soz said there is no
democracy in Kashmir
and it is a prison. “Even
though I am free right
now, where will I go. It is
a prison here. Kashmir
is run by ‘insolent’ bu-
reaucrats who are discon-
nected with people. 90%
bureaucrats are insolent
who treat Kashmir as a
colony. Muslims are being
sidelined in bureaucracy.
This has never happened
in our history. All the top
posts are held by non-Mus-
lims,” he said.

He said election is an
immaterial subject for the
people of Kashmir. “If elec-
tions happen, there will be

very less participation and
these elections will be a
formality only. People are
disinterested. They have
lost everything but they
don’t see it as a loss but
as an investment as they
knew they will succeed
one day in their struggle.
People know losses are in-
evitable in a struggle. The
coming generation will
take a cue and will con-
tinue with the struggle till
they get justice.”

While responding
to a question on Hurriyat
Conference, Soz said that
Syed Ali Geelani is the
otherwise name of Hur-
riyat. “Since he (Geelani)
is very old now, Mirwaiz
should speak up. Despite
being vibrant and young
he is silent. Despite be-
ing in house detention,
Mirwaiz can speak and he
should speak up. I was also
under house arrest but
was vocal. I am pro-Indian
but always with people of
Kashmir. I am pro-Indian
till Congress fights for the
common people.” KNT

Bid to Manhandle Jail Superintendent

Kupwara: Two inmates allegedly tried to man-
handle Jail Superintendent Kupwara after an
argument over the facilities in Jail barracks.

Sources said that Jail Superintendent
Kupwara Shahbaz Ahmed was inspecting
jail barracks when there was an argument
between him and two inmates. The inmates
alleged lack of facilities in the jail.

KNT reported that the argument led
to scuffle and the two inmates tried to man-
handle the Jail Superintendent, however, the
timely intervention of some senior officers
brought the situation under control.

An official feigned ignorance about the

incident, however, sources identified the two
inmates involved in the incident as Shafgat
Ali Tagoo of Sopore are of Baramulla and Ju-
naid Ahmed Dar of Wathoora Budgam.

Both the inmates had been arrested and
shifted to Kupwara Jail on militancy charges.

An FIR vide number 50/2020 under sec-
tion 7/25 Arms Act, 18 B, 20, 23,38,39 ULAP
Act stands registered against Shafgat Ali at
police station Sopore while Janaid Ahmad
Dar is involved in case FIR number 79/2019
under section 307,325 RPC 7/27 Arms Act
16,18,20 38 39 ULAP Act at Police Station Sad-
dar Srinagar. (KNT)

JKRTC clarifies on recruitment

JAMMU OCTOBER 07: Jammu and Kash-
mir Road Transport Corporation (JKRTC),
while contesting a news report appearing in a
section of press regarding the delay in job re-
cruitment advertised by the corporation, has
said that the government has recalled the selec-
tion process for reasons of lack of transparency.

The JKRTC faced huge dearth of employ-
ees of different categories and the sharp de-
cline in number of employees was a result of
introduction of VRS/GHS retirement scheme
in the Year-2008 together with natural retire-

after threadbare discussion, the members al-
in 74th meeting of Board of Directors held on
was resolved that:

JKRTC shall fill up the vacant posts on need ba-

sis after proper advertisement & by following
due procedure required under rules."
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This Day In History

ment of employees in proceeding years. To fill
the gap of available vacancies, the issue was |,
ratified by Board of Directors of JKRTC and |,
lowed to complete the exercise of employment |,
11.08.2016 and vide Agenda item No. 74.11, it |,

"It was resolved that Managing Director |,

MIA

J’l,.,l,);"f._ft
sl RIS WIJIU“;,/QLJFgfg,/lwfﬂlwg U3 S
Sl U I s fm ot FEE T 20192 A 2 S 1o d b et ST
Utz i3l e B UE U ATl SF 2 L U T e e W12
o S S e a S e N T oo s S T IF e I S e
ujw_/lnu:f':;L&‘:fgugug!_ﬁui,lﬁﬁfujfmi;I_/UMJ»‘;LI,J,@—.J)_Q_,{
Ju,/K&jL?_JJJéLu)ud,ﬁuﬂ,ﬁaL/U;wg;r;utﬁu.,’,r’(f._',vta‘;/u{hﬁf{utdfr
Sl UL JF I e & SIS e VI s b b Pt b S
_{}"u"{j’yjl/&/h’zj?).

e N ekt St et I 500 L IFsi s NP1 gz

-u(p(-{zf,;/!_;muuu”’u”lnu»}w.gu;

/"J’i}l.,gg”l/-ffu’fild,c/u

be entertaiend.

NKO

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Have lost the Pony Walla Registration Certificate issued by Department Of Tourism Govt of J&K
bearing Regd No: 2581/TS/58. Now | have applied for the duplicate of the same if anybody having
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of the Dy Director Tourism
within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall

Shabir Ahmed Tinda Shikara Name Shbir Palace
Address; Ghat / Tetty No:19A

Reference:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)
Office Of The Executive Engineer Mechanical Division
Srinagar, Mechanical Engineering Department, Kashmir.
Fax No: 0194-2497093 email: xenmds@gmail.com website: www.medkashmir.org

CORRIGENDUM RETENDER- 01

Name of work: Supply of Batteries of various capacities for Snow Clearance Machines of
Mechanical Division Baramulla. (Make: Exide “Gold”)

This office eNIT NO: MDS/TENDER/2020-21/ 83 ; Dated: 21-09-2020

(Government of India)
UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD (R&B) CITY ROADS DIVISION SRINAGAR.

FRESH SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS.
NIT No: - E-NIT/62/CRD OF 2020-21 R&B/ e-tendering, DATED: 06-10-2020.
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders (in Single cover System) are in-

vited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with Union Territory of J&K, CPWD,
Railways and other State/Central Governments for below mentioned work:-

1929 - Mohammed Nadir Khan occupies Kabul Afghan-
istan and drives out Habibullah Ghazi

1932 - The Indian Air Force is established.

1940 - German troops occupies Romania

1945 - US President Harry Truman announced atomic
bomb secret shared with Britain and Canada

1945 - Microwave oven patented

1946 - Military plane crashes at Christian HBS, 24 die
1952 - Chinese offensive in Korea

1957 - Turkish & Syrian border guards exchange fire
1963 - Sultan of Zanzibar cedes his mainland posses-
sions to Kenya

1967 - Guerrilla leader Che Guevara and his men are
captured in Bolivia.

1970 - Soviet author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wins the
Nobel Prize for Literature

1970 - The Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)
propose that a system of Proportional Representation
(PR) should be used in elections in Northern Ireland
1973 - OPEC meets with oil companies to discuss revi-
sion of 1971 Tehran agreement and oil prices; negotia-
tions fail.

1993 - UN lifts remaining economic sanctions against
South Africa

1998 - US House of Representatives votes to begin im-
peachment hearings against President Bill Clinton on
charges of lying about his affair with Monica Lewinsky
1998 - José Saramago is the first person from Portugal
to be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature

2003 - Peter Agre and Roderick MacKinnon win the
2003 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for discoveries concern-
ing channels in cell membranes

2008 - Nobel Prize for Medicine or Physiology awarded
jointly to Harald zur Hausen (cause of cervical cancer)
and Francoise Barré-Sinoussi, Luc Montagnier (discov-
ery of HIV)

2012 - Hugo Chavez is re-elected as president of Ven-
ezuela for a fourth term

2016 - 140 people are killed in an air strike during a
wake in Sanaa, Yemen

From KO Archives

Beerwah police,
CRPF taste RR ire

Observer News Service

(Tender Id: 2020_PWDJK_109474_1)

Due to no response from the bidders up-to last date of submission of bids, the above referred e-NIT
issued for the subject work is retendered through this corrigendum and the new critical dates of the
NIT are as under :

IDescription Critical Dates

Date of start of downloading of bid documents | 07-10-2020 (10.00AM) |
Siaﬁdate_o.f_suhmlssmn_o.f_mds—E d ¢ downloading/submission of bi i MMMMJ—H-]D-ZDZD[EZDDEH]

All other terms, conditions and technical specifications of the original NIT shall remain same.

Sd/-
(Er. Ab. Rashid Bhat)
DIPK-6941/20 Executive Engineer Mechanical Division, Srinagar

No: MDS/TS- 459/ 3658-62 Date: 06 -10-2020

S.No Name of Work Est. Cost Costof E/M(In [Time Time & Date Classof MH of
(Rs.InLacs) | T/Doc. [Rs.) of Opening (Contrac- |Account
(InRs.) of Bid tor
1 2 3 4 5 6 17 8 9
(1) Improvement/ Upgradation of Bohri Kadal, [Rs.13.59lacs Rs. Rs. 7 [3-10- IAAY with (C&T
Mt fresh Naidkadal, Khankahi Moulla via Kalashpora 600/- 27180/- |Days 2020 at HMP &
including Baba Nund Ganei link by way of pro- Mm:00AM  |HMPO
viding and laying of WBM Grade 3rd, 50mm
thick compacted bituminous macadam,
25mm thick compacted semidense with
6mm thick seal coat
(2) Improvement/Upgradation of roads with ~ |Rs.31.60 lacs Rs.1100/-Rs. 7 [3-10- AAY with (C&T
3rd fresh links from Nowpora Chowk to Victory Cross- 63200/- |Days 2020 at HMP &
ing/ Rainawari Chowk, Baghe Roop Singh, M00AM  HMPO
Syedpora Khwajapora, Friends Colony, Peer-
wari Link road 1st by way of providing and
laying of 50mm thick compacted bituminous
macadam, 25mm thick compacted semi-
dense with 6mm thick seal coat in patches
and stretches
(3) Improvement/ Upgradation of road with Rs.7.67lacs  Rs.300/-Rs. 7 [3-10- AAY with (C&T
39fresh [links from Budoobagh (Govt.Hr.Sec.Institute) 15340/- |Days 2020 at HMP &
Koolipora to (EFS) Eastern Foreshore road Mm:00AM  HMPO
(BDKB) with Kaw Mohalla, Sheshgari Mo-
halla, Gousia road in patches and stretches
by way of providing and laying of 50mm thick
compacted bituminous macadam, 25mm
thick compacted semidense with 6mm thick
lseal coat
(4) Improvement/ Upgradation of premises of  |Rs.3.65lacs |Rs.200/-Rs. 7 [3-10- AAY with (C&T
1t fresh |Sultan ul Arifeen School at Makhdoom Sahib 7300/- |Days 2020 at HMP &
(RA) Srinagar by way of providing and laying Mm00AM  HMPO
of 75mm thick compacted Wet mix, 50mm
thick compacted bituminous macadam,
25mm thick compacted semidense with
6mm thick seal coat
Position of AAA/ TS Accorded.
Position of funds Committed.
I Date of Issue of Tender Notice 06-10-2020
2. Period of downloading of bidding FROM 07-10-202010:00 [TO 12-10-2020
documents AM
3. Bid submission Start Date 07-10-2020 FROM [10:00AM
4, Bid Submission End Date 12-10-2020 UPTO 4:00P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids  [13-10-2020 at 11:00 A.M in the
(Online) Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD (R&B), City Roads Division Srinagar.

]. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Draw-
ings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded
m the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of
Executive Engineer R&B City Roads Division Srinagar (tender inviting authority) and Earnest money / Bid security
ig shape of CDR / FDR pledged to Executive Engineer R&B City Roads Division Srinagar (tender receiving authority).

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders
shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B City Roads Division Srinagar. (ten-
Z{fr receiving authority).

. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical

ds
g. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form).
NOTE: The Contractor is directed to visit the site before participating in tendering process.
Executive Engineer,
DIPK-6931/20 R&B City Roads Division Srinagar.
No:-

Dated: -

RINAGAR- In an unprecedented operation, army carried
out a cordon and search operation at a police station
in the central Kashmir district of Budgam yesterday.
Administra—-tion and police authorities have taken
a strong exception to the incident which left the police and
central reserve police force | (CRPF) personnel shell shocked
and gripped in fear.

Quoting police, agency reports said troops of 34 Rash-triya
Rifles (RR) led by Col T Shaahidharan laid seige to the police
station at Beerwah at about 6 p.m. yesterday and called out all
the policemen and the CRPF

personnel from its 197 battalion deployed in a portion
there. Six persons lodged in the police lock up at the mo—ment
were also brought out.

Accusing the police of harbouring militants in the police
station, the army officer told the officials a suspect had entered
the premises shortly before. That was why the operation was
started, he said. The surprised policemen produced one Ghulam
Rasool before him saying he had come to report the theft at his
home earlier.

Denying that he was the person who had entered the
prem-ises earlier, the army officer allegedly threatened the
police-men of torching the police station alongwith the personnel
in the event of any untoward incident there. The entire prem-
ises including the police station and the family quarters were
thor-oughly searched. The operation last one and a half hours.

On learning about the incident, the deputy commis—sioner,
Budgam, accompanied by the superintendent or police, visited
the police station this morning, primarily to mollify the visibly
agitated police officials. They assured them of investigation into
the matter and ‘appropriate ac-tion’ against those responsible.

Reports said the RR action has generated fear not only
among the police and security forces, but among the local people
as poll Residents told AP the RR personnel had allegedly made
their life miserable. Viewed in light of the action against the
police and CRPP, they Said, one could easily guess what could be
the extent of harassment they caused to the common people.

(Kashmir Observer, October 08,2000)
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KO VIEW

Getting Back To Work

ourteen months after the revocation of Arti-

cle 370 that granted J&K semi-autonomous

status under India’s constitution, Kashmir

economy is in dire straits. According to an
estimate by the Valley’s business bodies, the local
economy has suffered a loss of more than Rs 40,000
crore. In response, the administration has belat-
edly announced a revival package of just Rs 1350
crore that would hardly help ameliorate the lot of
the wrecked economy.

It is true, the economy of whole of the country
is in pretty bad shape. India’s economic growth
plunged dramatically by 22.8% in the April-June
quarter of this year compared with the correspond-
ing quarter of last year, This has crippled the
economy rendering lakhs of people unemployed.
And this is what just three months of lockdown has
done to the country’s economy.

Now imagine the situation in Kashmir which
has been in a state of siege for the past fourteen
months. To make matters worse, the administra-
tion in Kashmir was a bit more exuberant about
enforcing lockdown. It was much more strict with
it than was warranted. Its rationale was that the
lockdown is critical to bring down the number of
infections and flatten the curve. And its reasoning
appeared plausible under the circumstances. But
as the example around the world would have one
believe, lockdown has only reduced the infections
not controlled them. And there is little chance that
an extended lockdown will eliminate the infection.

At the same time, lockdown crushed the Valley’s
economy, leaving thousands of people unemployed.
It stopped the circulation of money and hit the mar-
ginalized sections very hard. The fallout of the lock-
down has thus been far worse than that of the Co-
vid-19 and on a much bigger scale. What was billed
as a cure turned out to be worse than the disease

As things stand, we have moved past the stage
where recourse to a lockdown is even an option.
What the government can focus on instead is to
strictly enforce the social distancing norms in pub-
lic. And it can do so, considering the smaller popula-
tion of Kashmir makes the infections more manage-
able than the densely populated states across India.

Kashmir economy is looking forward to a post-
Coronavirus period and hopes it remains peaceful.
The region has been through a long period of dis-
ruption. We can only hope that the world is able to
get a handle on this deadly virus and get back to a
normal life. But meanwhile it is time for us to cau-
tiously get back to work.

OTHER

Spirit of mutuality

he impasse in the GST Council on the issue of com-

pensating states for the shortfall in their protected

revenues remained unresolved at its 42nd meeting on

Monday. The divisions between the Centre and the
states seem to be drawn along political lines, with states ruled
by the BJP and its allies opting for one of the options proposed
by the Centre, while Opposition-ruled states continue to oppose
the Centre’s formulation. This is unfortunate. The GST Council
has long been held up as an example of the spirit of cooperative
federalism the NDA government professes commitment to. Yet
the manner in which this issue has been dealt with suggests that
the consensual decision-making process that has largely guided
the Council’s deliberations so far is being given the go-by.

The two options presented by the Centre place the burden of
the shortfall in GST revenues squarely on the states. Opting for
either of them absolves the Centre of any obligation of having
to protect the states’ revenues — in direct contravention of the
grand bargain struck between the Centre and the states in order
to shift to this new indirect tax architecture. Moreover, the com-
plications arising out of the shortfall are unlikely to be limited
to this year. It is likely that collections through the compensa-
tion cess will not be enough to bridge the shortfall next year as
well. Thus, the Council will also have to deliberate on whether
the same formulation will be adopted next year. This will also
have a bearing on the extent to which the GST compensation
cess is levied beyond the five-year period.

If by the next Council meeting, scheduled for October 12,
an acceptable resolution is not found, it could well mean that
the Council is headed for voting on the issue. Votes cast along
political lines will only deepen the chasm between the Centre
and states and make such negotiations in the future, needed in
a federal polity, increasingly difficult. It is still not too late for
the Centre to adopt a more conciliatory approach. The solution
has to be both political and economic: In a federal polity, deci-
sion-making should be consensual in nature, rather than being
driven by the force of brute majority, and at the same time, the
Centre should assure states, who are at the forefront of fighting
the COVID pandemic, of adequate resources.

The Indian Express
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China’s Diplomatic Outreach-

Israel-China Relat

Asap MirzA

‘ China views

conomic ties between

China and Israel have in-

creased considerably in

recent years. In addition,

Israel has also been working hard to

strengthen political and cultural in-
teraction between the two nations.

In its 72 years of existence, Israel

has been a nation with few friends

except for the US. Thus, its diplomat-

ic outreach with different countries

have been considered one of Israel’s

|Sra9l asan greates‘t pol'itical tri‘umphs.
important Nk iNits  periomged " rations e Tndu
larger design to fonce customer, Gulf nations 1ike
extend its addition. But thei most important
hegemor“C |nﬂuence ally that they’ve found is China.

through its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
to control trade
from the Far East to
Europe.

China views Israel as a conduit for
increasing regional influence

China views Israel as an im-
portant link in its larger design
to extend its hegemonic influence
through its Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) to control trade from the Far
East to Europe. The BRI is a multi-
billion-dollar strategy to bring na-
tions in Asia, the Middle East, and
Africa under the Chinese influence
through economic development by
gaining leverage by gifting these
nations with non-repayable debt.
Beijing’s goal is to use that leverage
to manipulate other nations’ foreign
policy in its favor while gaining ac-
cess to intelligence where there are
military relations with the US.

The overtures between the two
are not just confined to economic or
defence relations but extends even
to people-to-people or societal links,
which ultimately culminates in po-
litical intimacy.

Avid China-watcher, James M.
Dorsey, senior fellow at the S. Ra-
jaratnam School of International
Studies at Singapore’s Nanyang
Technological University, is of the
view that China’s international
ventures are aimed at China domi-
nating the Eastern Mediterranean
with six ports in four countries:
Israel, Greece, Lebanon, and Syria
that would create an alternative to
the Suez Canal. All that is missing
are Turkish, Cypriot and Egyptian
ports. Additionally, the Chinese mil-
itary build-up threatens to compli-
cate US and NATOQ’s ability to ma-
noeuvre in the region. The Trump
administration has already warned
Israel that Chinese involvement in
Haifa could jeopardise continued
use of the port by the US fifth fleet.

China covets improving rela-
tions with Israel due to its political
interests. Israel is a top priority
in China’s Middle Eastern policy.

ons on an Upsw

China, which has established good
relations with Arab countries and
Iran for many years, has diversi-
fied its Middle Eastern policies by
making Israel an important station
of the Maritime Silk Road Project.
This high level of interaction has
brought cultural and academic
partnerships. Israel has also in-
creased its investments in China,
which it rarely does.

China’s strategic interest is based
on the fact that Israel is one of the
world’s foremost commercial, food
and security technology powerhouses
and it enjoys significant grassroots
support in the United States.

The bilateral trade between
the two has increased fourfold in
the last ten years, and China has
become Israel’s third largest trade
partner with $14 billion bilateral
trade per year.

US view of Sino-Israel relations

The US views these ties as a
potential threat as it feels that this
proximity will allow China to spy
through Israel on US interests.

The importance America plac-
es on Israeli-Chinese ties was high-
lighted by a trip by US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo to Israel during
the pandemic for the express pur-
pose of directly sharing the admin-
istration’s profound concern for
Chinese entanglement in Israel’s
infrastructure, research and devel-
opment across many cutting-edge
fields, coupled with a warning to
Israel that America might need to
rethink its security relationship if
Israel doesn’t disengage from some
of this activity.

American concerns with Israel
include the Chinese operational
control of the Haifa seaport by the
Shanghai International Port Group
for 25 years, where the US Mediter-
ranean Sixth Fleet docks that some
view as a direct threat to American
security and intelligence gathering.
America is worried that this port can
become one of the stepping stones of
China’s new “Silk Road” (One Belt
One Road, or Belt and Road) pro-
gram linking over 60 nations.

The most recent Israeli-Chi-
nese commercial transaction under
the microscope is the possible deal
with a Hong Kong-based Chinese
controlled company to build the
world’s largest desalination plant
(Sorek 2) at an Israeli kibbutz. An-
other bone of contention is China’s
Railway Tunnel Group that is close
to finalizing a deal for Tel Aviv’s
light rail transportation system;
this too may be seen to have major
security implications. China’s first
infrastructure project in Israel was

ng

the Carmel Tunnels, also an Ameri-
can concern. The American fear
is that China could gain unprece-
dented intelligence with the help of
intelligence operatives implanted
within Chinese companies, under-
mining both Israeli and American
security interests.

If there is one thing Israel can-
not afford, it is a rupture in its
bonds to the United States. That is
no truer than at a time in which the
United States is the only power sup-
portive of Israeli annexation plans
on the West Bank.

It’s time for Israel to step back
from the economically tempting in-
volvements with China. Washington
also needs Israel for its deep-water
port in Haifa, its unrivalled intel-
ligence, Israel’s R&D that advance
American weapons systems and cy-
ber capabilities, and joint operations
and training of US troops in Israel. It’s
not permissible for these activities to
be spoiled by Chinese entrenchment
into Israel’s infrastructure.

America is also worried about
joint research and Chinese invest-
ment with Israeli technology com-
panies that use cyber security, Al
(Artificial Intelligence), and satel-
lite telecommunications that could
be used by Chinese companies like
ZTE and Huawei. The question is
whether Israel can develop a for-
mula that convinces the United
States that US interests will delin-
eate Israeli dealings with China
and reassure China that it can still
benefit from Israeli assets within
those boundaries.

“Right now, without taking the
right steps, we are looking at being
put in the situation in which the
US is telling us we need to cut or
limit our relations with China. The
problem is that Israel wants free-
dom of relations with China but is
not showing it really understands
US concerns. Sorek-2 was a good
result. It shows the Americans we
get it.” said Carice Witte, execu-
tive director of Sino-Israel Global
Network and Academic Leadership
(SIGNAL) that seeks to advance
Israeli-Chinese relations.

Although the effects of the pan-
demic have battered Israel econom-
ically, it must heed Washington’s
warning, even if there is short-term
financial loss. Israel must priori-
tize its long-term security relation-
ship with the US.

Asad Mirza is a commentator
based in New Delhi.

He was also associated with
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej
Times of Dubai.
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Is Poverty only Lack of Money?

ocio-economic biases are prev-

alent by large in our society.

Not only do the poor fall short

of resources that directly de-
pend on money but also empathy and
respect. The biases that stem from
downward classism are more often
than not explicitly functional in our
everyday lives.

The troubles associated with pov-
erty stretch far beyond the realm of
unaffordability on account of figures.
In workplaces, or other social insti-
tutions, individuals belonging to the
economically weaker sections of soci-
ety are often not held in the same es-
teem as their relatively affluent coun-
terparts. This is an undeniable dark
truth of our society. The unfortunate
fact that the lack of health care and

hygienic living conditions breed sev-
eral physical diseases is known and
well established.

Besides physical ailments, the sta-
tistics unequivocally suggest that the
poor are far more vulnerable to develop
psychosocial disabilities in compari-
son to the economically privileged. A
study conducted by the centre of social
justice revealed that in Britain, chil-
dren and adults coming from families
that fall within the lowest 20% of the
income spectrum are twice or thrice
more likely to develop a mental health
issue compared to those whose income
fall within the highest end of the spec-
trum. A similar revelation was made
by the Millennium Cohort Study in
2012 that declared the children with
household incomes falling in the low-

est quintile are 4.5 times more likely to
develop acute mental health problems
compared to the highest.

Child labour is one of the most
brutal repercussions of poverty. The
children from these

families not only have to go
through the tribulations of living a
life with inadequate means but also
the onus of making endeavours in or-
der to find means of alleviation from
this situation.

This deprives them of an educa-
tion and the opportunities that come
along. Hence, creates a viscous cycle
because a lack of awareness further
pushes them deeper into the porthole
of misery. However, it must be articu-
lated that poverty is not an exhaustive
means of hindrance.

MAILYOUR LETTERS

P.0.Box #337,GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editpage.ko@gmail.com

Racism, sexism, caste system, ho-
mophobia etc are all impediments to
one’s growth.

In all ages and times, the world has
witnessed people who were averse to
the idea of poor ascent. The ones who
make class denying claims regard-
ing our society need to abandon their
heavily rose-tinted glasses of oblivion.
Charles Dickens in his second novel,
Oliver Twist, depicted a society that
treated poverty as a crime and this did
not sit well with some of his contem-
poraries who found this portrayal as
problematic and far from truth. This
still holds true for the present world
full of elitists and class apologists.

TaqwaQadri
Taqwaqadri975@gmail.com
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Unlearnt Lessons: On

th October 2005 Earthquake

On the 15th anniversary of the devastating earthquake of 2005, we need to acknowledge our
under awareness and facilitate plans to stay alert, aware and prepared to avoid future loss of life
earthquakes

and property in a place like Kashmir which is prone to

DRr Arroz AHMAD SHAH

‘ The occurrence of
small magnitude
earthquakesis a
wakeup call to check
on our ground
preparedness to tackle
a major hazard that
may come anytime.
So, the current
tremors are helpers
and informers to alert
us to get ready for any
eventuality. We must
respond to it with an
action oriented
strategy, if we wish to
avert the ugly
memories of the 2005
devastation.

he recent cycle of earthquake occurrenc-

es in certain parts of Kashmir and La-

dakh regions should seriously worry us:

not only because it may be a precursor to
a major earthquake but more on what would be
the ground reality if a medium to large magnitude
earthquake occurs tomorrow. Think about it.
We are not prepared to handle any major earth-
quake hazard in the region, which is reflected by
the ground realities where neither earthquake
science education nor preparations are up to the
mark. We have to take responsibility and worry
about changing it for good.

The vast scale of devastation during the 2005
earthquake that struck Muzaffarabad Kashmir is
still fresh in our memory. We lost more than 80000
people and billions worth of property. This was
avoidable to a large extent, and that is reflected
by the scale of devastation caused by the similar
magnitude earthquake in some of the world's well
prepared nations. For example when the moment
magnitude 7.0 earthquake occurred in Haiti in
2020 it devastated the country and resulted in an
unfortunate loss of more than 85000 people (some
estimates suggest the number could be 300,000).
Contrary to this, when New Zealand, a relatively
well equipped nation to deal with earthquake haz-
ards, was also hit by the similar magnitude event
(moment magnitude 7.1) there was no loss of life.

The stark difference in the scale of destruction
caused by the similar magnitude earthquakes in
two different geographic locations clearly sug-
gests that poorly prepared nations will always suf-
fer the most. Haiti is one of the poorest countries
in the world and it is also marred by high corrup-
tion rates and an unstable political landscape, and
that has directly contributed to the noticeable and
contrasting difference in devastation caused by a
similar sized earthquake in New Zealand in 2010.

Haiti is comparable with the Jammu, Kash-
mir, and Ladakh regions because we too are en-
meshed in our own political and social mess,
which has penetrated in almost all spheres of life.
The ground preparations to tackle earthquakes
hazards are next to nil, and our political landscape
only postpones every possibility of preparation.

Therefore, our current setting is a perfect
setup to turn a hazard into a major disaster. This
is not just about earthquake related hazards but
floods, landslides and so on. It should worry us
a lot, and we must not wait until we have no op-
tion than to mourn the incoming devastations. We
have to learn from the past, and reflect on how to
improve our ground realities.

The lessons from what went wrong during the
2005 devastation in our neighbourhood, clearly
demonstrates that we have to work day and night
in building the infrastructure, and in particular,
the mind-set to win the battle with earthquakes.

We are awaiting major earthquakes in the re-
gion, and these can occur anytime, so we have no

choice than to live with earthquake hazards.

The scientific reasoning behind the occur-
rence of earthquakes is simple and if people un-
derstand this simple reasoning they will start
loving faults and earthquakes. We are part of the
tectonic plates because we live on land that be-
longs to lithospheric plates.

Kashmir is sitting in the north of the major Hi-
malayan faults, and the present day mega thrust
plate boundary fault between India and Eurasian
tectonic plates. The plate convergence between
these lithospheric plates has to be compensated
by the building of strain in rocks, and that is what
has been going on over the entire developmental
history of the Himalayas.

The mountains and valleys that surround us
are a direct outcome of the tectonic interaction be-
tween the plates, and this ought to continue in the
future. Faults have developed our land, otherwise,
it was an ocean in the geological past where ocean
life was abundant. The limestone deposits that we
have in Anantnag (Islamabad), Bandipora, and
many other places in Jammu, Kashmir, and La-
dakh regions are evidence of oceanic conditions
in the past. The faults later uplifted the oceans and
created the wonderful landscape that we call: the
paradise on the earth.

Therefore, faults, folds and other geological
structures are there for our comfort because it has
created our land that we call home, otherwise, it

would have been just an ocean.Therefore, tectonic
plate movements are central to our existence on
the planet Earth, and we must learn how to live
with faults.

There is no way we can get rid of earthquakes,
and we must not, because it is one of the smartest
ways to release the energy from the Earth. Faults
are efficient in doing it systematically. We there-
fore have to educate ourselves about the goodness
of faulting and how faults are part of our life, and
it is imperative to work on ground to make living
with earthquakes a reality. This is achievable if
we work on extensive education and outreach
activities network and talk earthquake sciences
with people at large. We also need to build earth-
quake resistant buildings and help other people in
building such structures.

I think the occurrence of small magnitude
earthquakes is a wakeup call to check on our
ground preparedness to tackle a major hazard
that may come anytime. So, the current tremors
are helpers and informers to alert us to get ready
for any eventuality. We must respond to it with
an action oriented strategy if we wish to avert the
ugly memories of the 2005 devastation that I have
mentioned above.

The Author is an Assistant Professor of Structural
Geology, Physical and & Geological Sciences at the
Universiti Brunei Darussalam

Rise of Mediocrity in the Age of Populism

MoHAMMED ALMEZEL

he Chinese say: “Give a man a fish and you

feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and

you feed him for a lifetime.” This old say-

ing was meant, most probably, to motivate
people to learn a skill rather than count on handouts
and to highlight the importance of education.

But does that great proverb apply to cultures
and our modern public discourse? I believe it does.
We live in an age where more and more people have
become dependent on packaged contexts — many of
us have stopped thinking and analysing. Instead, we
wait for that analyst or that social media influencer
to tell us X is good and Y is bad.

In his book, Mediocracy: The Politics of the Ex-
treme Centre, Canadian academic Alain Deneault
argues that the mediocre have taken over the world.

These are the people without a vision or the abil-
ity or the desire to excel. We became content with
the middle. We no longer want to disturb the sweep-
ing conformism. “There was no Reichstag fire. No
storming of the Bastille. No mutiny on the Aurora.
Instead, the mediocre have seized power without fir-
ing a single shot.

They rose to power on the tide of an economy
where workers produce assembly-line meals with-
out knowing how to cook at home, give customers in-
structions over the phone that they themselves don’t
understand, or sell books and newspapers that they
never read,” he says in the introduction of the book.

The rise of populism

If we look at today’s political spectrum, we will
surely understand Deneault’s point. Moreover, we
will be able to understand the rise of populism, al-
though Deneault didn’t address this is his book.

Populists thrive on the inability of some to make
their own independent opinions. They target the me-
diocre because they are easy to win over.

Their buttons are easy to press. Natives are faced
with the danger of overwhelming immigration. Reli-
gious extremists are threatened by secularists and
liberals. Followers of this sect don’t want to live with
the followers of the other sect.

n the United States, President Donald Trump

represents a clear example of a populist as he uses
preconceived prejudices and ‘street’ language to
fight his way back into the White House.

His strength in this regard stems from his use
of a language that is often incendiary, not fit for a
president, and one that doesn’t need a highly or even
moderately educated person to understand. There is
no depth in his sentences.

They target those who can be described as
Trump’s support base — many of them used to ad-
mire him when he was a reality TV celebrity.

Counting on the mediocres

Those who liked “You're fired” will sure like
“Lock her up”, “Sleepy Joe”, “China Virus”,
“Thugs, outlaws and anarchists”, “Democratic
hoax”. It worked for him well in 2016. He counts
on the mediocres to carry him again to the White

House in November.

Italian economists, Ruben Durante, Paolo Pi-
notti and Andrea Tesei argued in a study published
in July 2019 by the American Economic Association
that “trash TV” helped Silvio Berlusconi, one of Eu-
rope’s best known populists, win the premiership
four times, between 1994 and 2011.

Italians were exposed to entertainment TV while
children were “less cognitively sophisticated and
civic-minded as adults, and ultimately more vulner-
able to Berlusconi’s populist rhetoric,” the study
noted. Needless to say one of the biggest Italian TV
networks, Mediasat, is infamous for its provocative
reality programmes.

Reign of superficiality
In the Arab world, the situation can get even
worse. It might not be reality TV oriented but surely

similar in outcome. The rise of Daesh and Al Qaida is
squarely populist. Audio tapes of Osama Bin Laden
and later Al Baghdadi videotaped sermons appealed
to the mediocre.

They were told over and over again that their re-
ligion was under threat. Most investigations into the
recruitment methods of these terror networks found
out that most recruits were either school dropouts or
with low education. Mediocracy again. And it keeps
getting worse.

Historians argue that the rise of superficiality
began in the 1980s which coincided with the rise of
the Right in the US and UK, with the elections of
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher.

Oliver Stones did a great job in chronicling this
period in his classic film, Wall Street. “Greed is
good,” Gordon Gecko kept repeating in the movie.

Postmodern movement

The Arab world is not far from this shift. I think
the impact has been even bigger in this region. The
Arab world was hit by two vicious currents: the ul-
tra-religious movement and the postmodern move-
ment (this one was unfortunately not a natural evo-
lution of modernity, in which we did not enter at all
by that time, but was more of a jump into the void).

These two currents were not interested in building
on the prevailing societal values but sought to com-
pletely break with those foundations. The roles of a
sensible leader, the intellectual and the creative artist
were replaced by religious extremists and petty artists.

Even our food outlets were replaced overnight
by the likes of McDonald’s and Pizza Hut. Consumer-
ism, dependent on imports, replaced national manu-
facturing — especially in traditional manufacturing
states such as Egypt and Lebanon.

The imports culture extended beyond consumer
goods and food. We imported pre-packaged culture too.
And with the recent social media surge in the region,
we began importing our collective awareness from the
mediocre, the so-called ‘fashionistas’ or ‘influencers’.

Now influencers have the power to define the
social standards and draw the boundaries of our cul-
ture. Replacing the Bin Ladens and Al Baghdadis,
the influencers are our new populists. This is me-
diocracy at its best.

The Gulf News
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“AS PEOPLE ADJUSTED TO REMOTE WORKING,
after hours chats, or chats between 5 pm and midnight, have also
increased,” the report said. Further, for remote workers in Asia, no

commute is hurting and not helping productivity,

EMPLOYEES

ININDIA FACEINCREASED
Burnout At Work During

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC: REPORT |
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Press Trust Of India

mployees in India are
facing increased burnout
due to lack of separation
between work and per-
sonal life as well as concerns of
contracting Covid-19, a report
said on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to Microsoft’s latest Work
Trend Index, that surveyed over
6,000 information and first-line
workers across eight countries
globally, India had the second

highest percentage of work-
ers facing increased burnout in
Asia at 29 per cent.

Moreover, India came out top
with over 41 per cent of work-
ers citing the lack of separation
between work and personal life
as negatively impacting their
wellbeing, resulting in increased
stress levels, the report said. “In
the last six months, we have seen
how Covid-19 has created an era
of remote anywhere. It has led
to the evolution of a new work-

place - from a physical space to
one residing in a virtual world,”
said Samik Roy, Country Head,
Modern Work, Microsoft India.
Roy further noted that *“as
businesses adapt to a new way
of working, it is important to ex-
amine the multifaceted impact
that the new working condi-
tions are having on employees.
This is helping us provide rel-
evant and timely solutions to all
our customers and users”. The
pandemic increased burnout at

work, in some countries more
than others. In India, 29 per cent
of workers are experiencing in-
creased burnout at work, owing
to its increase in workday span
by 1 hour. While, workers in
Germany saw very little change
to workday span or feelings of
burnout, the report said.

Data showed that, globally, even
six months past the first work-
from-home orders, people are in
significantly more meetings, tak-
ing more ad hoc calls and man-

aging more incoming chats than
they did before the pandemic. “As
people adjusted to remote work-
ing, after hours chats, or chats
between 5 pm and midnight,
have also increased,” the report
said. Further, for remote workers
in Asia, no commute is hurting
and not helping productivity, the
report said adding that for years,
Microsoft’s research group has
been studying how commute has
helped maintain work-life bound-
aries — and worker’s productivity

and wellbeing.

Microsoft said a series of up-
dates have been launched within
Microsoft Teams to support em-
ployee wellbeing. These include
a virtual commute experience
that helps users prepare for the
day and mindfully disconnect
in the evening. Microsoft has
also partnered with Headspace
to bring a curated set of mind-
fulness and meditation experi-
ences into the Teams platform
and launched new Teams expe-

riences for first-line workers to
support them with the tools they
need to work more safely. This
Work Trend Index report looks
at how the pandemic has im-
pacted wellbeing at work glob-
ally. It studied how productivity
patterns in Microsoft Teams have
shifted since early this year and
surveyed over 6,000 information
and first-line workers in eight
countries including Australia,
Brazil, Germany, Japan, India,
Singapore, the UK, and the US.

Study Notes Factors That Increase Or Decrease

Suicidal Behaviour Risk In Adolescents

Agencies

n analysis of relevant

studies published to

date have identified

ertain risk factors
associated with suicidal be-
haviour in adolescents. The
analysis also revealed certain
protective factors that may
reduce the likelihood of sui-
cidal behaviour. The analysis,
which is published in the
Journal of Child and Ado-
lescent Psychiatric Nursing,
included 66 studies. Internal

risk factors included poor in-
dividual coping, smartphone
abuse, nutritional imbalance,
menstrual problems, poor
lifestyle and disturbed sleep
patterns. External risk factors

for adolescent suicide behav-
iour included mental health
history in parents, poor in-
teractions in the family and
social problems.

Reframing to have a mean-

ingful life, adequate nutri-
tion, parent-child interac-
tions, reading books and
watching movies and faith
or religiosity are protective
factors that may reduce the
risk of suicidal behaviour in
adolescents. “Loving others
is imperative, loving yourself
is courage. Don’t be afraid
to love yourself--you have
to fight for yourself before
fighting for others,” said se-
nior author Heni D. Windar-
wati, of the Universitas
Brawijaya, in Indonesia.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)
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GIST of Short Term e-Tender
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Gut Microbiome May Influence Cancer

Patients Response o Oral

Agencies

he way gut microbiome inter-
Tacts with oral medication in

prostate cancer patients has
been illustrated in a new study from
Lawson Health Research Institute and
Western University. The study also
suggests that the bacteria in the gut
play a role in treatment outcomes.

The findings, published in Nature
Communications, highlight how the
drug abiraterone acetate is metabo-
lized by bacteria in the gut to reduce
harmful organisms while promoting
those that fight cancer. The team sus-
pects this is one of many examples of
how the microbiome influences our
response to medications.

“Research is beginning to uncover the
ways in which the human microbiome
influences cancer development, progres-
sion and treatment,” said Brendan Daisley,
a PhD candidate at Western's Schulich
School of Medicine & Dentistry who is
conducting research at Lawson.”Our study
highlights a key interaction between a
cancer drug and the gut microbiome that
results in beneficial organisms with anti-
cancer properties,” added Daisley.

Traditional prostate cancer therapies
are designed to deprive the body of
hormones called androgens, which are

Iherap

es

responsible for prostate cancer growth.
“Unfortunately, traditional andro-
gen deprivation therapies are not
always effective. In those cases, alter-
native therapies are explored,” said
Dr Joseph Chin, Lawson Associate Sci-
entist, Professor at Schulich Medicine
& Dentistry and Urologist at London
Health Sciences Centre (LHSC).
Abiraterone acetate is a highly effec-
tive therapy used in the treatment of
prostate cancer that has been resistant
to other treatments. While abiraterone
acetate also works to reduce androgens

in the body, it does so through a differ-
ent mechanism and, unlike traditional
therapies, it is taken orally.

“When drugs are taken orally, they
make their way through the intestinal
tract where they come into contact
with billions of microorganisms,” said
Dr Jeremy Burton, Lawson Scientist, As-
sociate Professor at Schulich Medicine
& Dentistry and lead researcher on the
study.”"While it's long been a mystery
why abiraterone acetate is so effective,
our team wondered if the gut microbi-
ome plays a role,” added Burton.

Name of the Work Cost of Earnest |Estimated [Time of Position of
TenderDoc.  Money |Cost completion [Funds
(Inrupees) | (InRs) |(InLakhs) |(in days)
1 2 3 4 5 6
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Unimog-400 and Unimog-423 of Mechanical Engineering head SC-3054
Department, Kashmir.

infrom 06-10-2020 (1800 Hrs)

11-10-2020 (1855 Hrs) in two covers.

1. Downloading of Bids: The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.

2. Submission of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website from 06-10-2020 (1800 Hrs) to

3. Opening of Bids: The bid uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened on-

No.MDS/ TS/466/ 3678-82

12-10-2020 (1400 Hrs) in the Office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical  Engineering
Department Kashmir.

Sd/-

(Er. Abdul Rashid Bhat)

DIPK-6962/20 Executive Engineer,

Dated: 06-10.2020

Mechanical Division, Srinagar

‘Poor Cognitive Performance Predicts Impairment
In Activities Of Daily Living Years Later’

Agencies

ubtle differences in
Scognition may help

identify individuals at
risk for becoming depen-
dent years later upon others
to complete daily activities,
such as managing medica-
tions or finances and other
essential activities.

The study was pub-
lished in the online issue
of the Journal of Alzheim-
er's Disease.

In the study, researchers

at the University of Cali-
fornia San Diego School of
Medicine, with colleagues
elsewhere, linked poorer
cognitive performance in
single testing with subse-
quent greater risk for im-

paired daily life activities
nearly a decade later.

The study involved a
diverse but understudied
cohort of Latinos living
in the United States. Out-
comes were most severe
for individuals 70 years
and older, but gender and
ethnic backgrounds, such
as Mexican or Puerto Ri-
can, were not significant
differentiators. The au-
thors said the findings in
sum highlight the need
for early preventive care

across Latinos and Latinas
of various backgrounds.
Family members often
provide unpaid care for
individuals with impair-
ments in daily activities;
Latinos are no exception.
Among the more than 16
million unpaid caregivers
of persons with dementia,
Latinos spend an average of
10 more hours per week in
caregiving duties than their
non-Latino, white counter-
parts, according to the Al-
zheimer's Association.
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China's Experimental
COVID-19 Vaccine Appears
Safe In Early Trials: Study

Agencies

Beijing: A Chinese experimen-
tal coronavirus vaccine being
developed by the Institute of
Medical Biology under the
Chinese Academy of Medical
Sciences was shown to be safe
in an early stage clinical trial,
researchers said.

In a Phase 1 trial of 191
healthy participants aged be-
tween 18 and 59, vaccination

with the group's experimental
shot showed no severe adverse
reactions, its researchers said

on Tuesday in a paper posted
on medRxiv preprint server
ahead of peer review.

The most common adverse
reactions reported by the trial
participants were mild pain,
slight fatigue and redness,
itching and swelling at the in-
jection site.

The candidate also induced
immune response.

"All the data obtained in
this trial support the safety
and immunogenicity of this
inactivated vaccine and are
encouraging with regard to
further studies of its efficacy
in the future," the paper said.

China has inoculated hun-
dreds of thousands of essential
workers and other groups con-
sidered at high risk with other
vaccines, even as clinical trials
had not been fully completed,
raising safety concerns among
experts. China has at least four
experimental vaccines in the
final stage of clinical trials.

Pakistani Court Acquits
Christian Man On Death Row

For Blasphemy

Agencies

Islamabad, Pakistan — A Paki-
stani appeals court has acquitted
a Christian man who spent about
seven years in jail on the accusa-
tion of blasphemy, a charge that
led to communal rioting that saw
more than 120 houses in a Chris-
tian-majority area in Lahore city
burned down by an enraged mob
in 2018.

g

insulting Islam, its prophet and
the holy book, as well as other of-
fences against the religion.
These crimes can carry a
death sentence and, increas-
ingly, mobs and vigilantes have
been taking matters into their
own hands. At least 77 people
have been killed in mob and tar-
geted attacks in connection with
blasphemy allegations since

1990, according to an Al Jazeera

-

In 2013, after the acusations against Masih surfacd, a mb attackéa'his

Christian-majority neighbourhood in Lahore [File: Arif Ali/AFP]

Sawan Masih, 40, was ar-
rested in 2013 on blasphemy
charge following an argument
with a Muslim man in the east-
ern Pakistani city.

A two-member bench of the
Lahore High Court on Tuesday
acquitted Masih of all charges,
with a full verdict detailing the
reasons for the acquittal to be
issued at a later date.

Masih was convicted and
sentenced to death under Paki-
stan’s strict blasphemy laws by
a lower court in 2014. The court
had convicted him of insulting
Prophet Muhammad, a charge
that carries a mandatory death
penalty under Pakistani law.

Blasphemy is an emotive
subject in Pakistan, where the
country’s strict laws criminalise

tally.The latest such attack took
place in the northwestern city of
Peshawar in July, when a man
accused of blasphemy was shot
dead in a court during a hearing
in his case.

In 2013, a day after the
accusations against Masih
surfaced, a mob attacked his
Christian-majority neighbour-
hood of Joseph Colony, in La-
hore’s Badami Bagh area, in
what was then one of the worst
incidents of violence around
the blasphemy laws.

More than 120 homes were
burned down, in addition to a
church and several shops, as
hundreds of protesters armed
with sticks, pipes, and stones
ransacked the colony before
setting it on fire.

By 2021, 150 Million People May
Be In Extreme Poverty Due To
Covid: World Bank

Press Trust Of India

Washington: The World Bank
today warned that by 2021, as
many as 150 million people are
likely to be in extreme poverty
because of the coronavirus
pandemic and countries will
have to prepare for a "different
economy" post-COVID by allow-
ing capital, labour, skills and in-
novation to move into new busi-
nesses and sectors.

The COVID-19 pandemic is
estimated to push an addition-
al 88 million to 115 million peo-
ple into extreme poverty this
year, with the total rising to
as many as 150 million by 2021,
depending on the severity of
the economic contraction, ac-
cording to the Washington-
based global lender.

This would represent a re-
gression to the rate of 9.2 per
cent in 2017, according to the bi-
ennial Poverty and Shared Pros-
perity Report.

Had the pandemic not
convulsed the globe, the pov-
erty rate would have been ex-
pected to drop to 7.9 per cent
in 2020, it said.

The pandemic and global re-
cession may cause over 1.4 per
cent of the world's population to
fall into extreme poverty, World
Bank Group President David

Malpass said.

In order to reverse this se-
rious setback to development
progress and poverty reduction,
countries will need to prepare
for a different economy post-
COVID, by allowing -capital,
labour, skills and innovation to
move into new businesses and
sectors, he said.

Noting that the new poor
will be in countries that al-
ready have high poverty rates,
the report said that a number
of middle-income countries
will see significant numbers of
people slip below the extreme
poverty line.

About 82 per cent of the total
will be in middle-income coun-
tries, the report estimates.

The convergence of the
COVID-19 pandemic with the
pressures of conflict and cli-
mate change will put the goal of
ending poverty by 2030 beyond
reach without swift, significant
and substantial policy action,
the World Bank said, adding
that by 2030, the global poverty
rate could be about seven per
cent.

In its report, the World
Bank noted that the lack of
recent data for India severely
hinders the ability to monitor
global poverty.

Absence of recent data on

India, one of the economies with
the largest population of ex-
treme poor, creates substantial
uncertainty around the current
estimates of global poverty, the
Bank said.

Observing that effective ap-
proaches have tapped the skills
and dedication of community
members, the World Bank said
that in Mumbai, city officials
were able to stem the rapid
spread of the coronavirus in
Dharavi, one of the city's largest
urban settlements, by mobilising
community members and staff
from private medical clinics for a
strategy based on mass screening
for fever and oxygen levels.

In the space of three
months, by July 2020, reported
cases in the area had been cut to
20 per cent of their peak in May.
To help poor families during the
lockdown, foundations, nongov-
ernmental organisations and
volunteers provided thousands
of households with ration Kits.

Dharavi's success stemmed
from a combination of customised
solutions, community involve-
ment and perseverance, it added.

According to Johns Hop-
kins Coronavirus Resource
Center, the contagion has in-
fected over 35 million people
and killed more than 1 million
across the world.

Iran fears regional war as fighting
rages around Nagorno-Karabakh

Agencies

Tehran: Iran’s president warned
on Wednesday that fighting be-
tween Azeri and ethnic Arme-
nian forces in the South Cauca-
sus could trigger a regional war
as the death toll rose on the 11th
day of hostilities.

More than 300 have now died
in the renewed fighting in and
around the mountain enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh, which un-
der international law belongs to
Azerbaijan but is populated and
governed by ethnic Armenians.

Azerbaijan says Azeri cit-

ies outside the conflict zone
have also been attacked in
the deadliest fighting in more
than 25 years, taking the fight-
ing closer to territory from
which pipelines carry Azeri
gas and oil to Europe.

Iran, which borders both
Armenia and Azerbaijan, has
been talking to both the former
Soviet republics as concern
mounts that Turkey, a close
ally of Azerbaijan, and Russia,
which has a defence pact with
Armenia, could be sucked into
the conflict. “We must be at-
tentive that the war between

Armenia and Azerbaijan does
not become a regional war,”
Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani said in televised remarks.

“Peace is the basis of our
work and we hope to restore
stability to the region in a
peaceful way.” He said Iran
would not allow ‘“states to
send terrorists to our borders
under various pretexts”.

In a new call for a cease-
fire, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said in a television
interview that the events were
a tragedy and Moscow was
deeply concerned.

'14 Million Tonnes Of
Microplastics On Sea Floor'

Agencies

Sydney: The world's sea floor
is littered with an estimated
14 million tonnes of microplas-
tics, broken down from the
masses of rubbish entering the
oceans every year, according
to Australia's national science
agency.

The quantity of the tiny
pollutants was 25 times greater
than previous localised studies
had shown, the agency said,
calling it the first global esti-
mate of sea-floor microplastics.

Researchers at the agen-
cy, known as CSIRO, used a
robotic submarine to collect
samples from sites up to 3,000
metres (9,850 feet) deep, off the
South Australian coast.

"Our research found that
the deep ocean is a sink for

microplastics," principal re-
search scientist Denise Hard-
esty said.

"We were surprised to ob-

serve high microplastic loads
in such a remote location."

The scientists, who pub-
lished their findings in peer-
reviewed journal Frontiers
in Marine Science, said areas
with more floating rubbish
generally had more microplas-
tic fragments on the sea floor.

"Plastic pollution that ends
up in the ocean deteriorates
and breaks down, ending up as
microplastics," study lead Jus-
tine Barrett said.

"The results show micro-
plastics are indeed sinking to
the ocean floor."

Hardesty called for urgent
action to find solutions to ma-
rine plastic pollution, which

affects ecosystems, wildlife
and human health.
"Government, industry

and the community need to
work together to significantly
reduce the amount of litter we
see along our beaches and in
our oceans," she said.

_Agencies

bourg told AFP.

Fire and ice

County early in the month.

2020 Saw Hottest
September On Record
Globally, Shows Data

Paris: Earth's surface was warmer last month than during any
September on record, with temperatures since January track-
ing those of the hottest ever calendar year in 2016, the Euro-
pean Union's Earth Observation Programme said Wednesday.

This year has now seen three months of record warmth --
January, May and September -- with June and April virtually
tied for first, the Copernicus Climate Change Service reported.

"There is currently little difference between 2020 and 2016
for the year-to-date,” Copernicus senior scientist Freja Vam-

For the 12-month period through September, the planet
was nearly 1.3 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

That is alarmingly close to the 1.5C threshold for severe
impacts detailed in a major 2018 report by the UN's climate
science advisory panel, the IPCC.

The Paris Agreement has enjoined nations to cap global
warming at "well below" 2C, and 1.5C if feasible.

So far, Earth has warmed on average by one degree,

enough to boost the intensity of deadly heatwaves, droughts
and tropical storms made more destructive by rising seas.

Climate change driven by greenhouse gas emissions from
burning fossil fuels has picked up pace in recent decades.

Nineteen of the 20 last years are the warmest since accu-
rate readings began in the late 19th century.

Since the late 1970s, the global thermometer has crept up
0.2C every decade, according to EU data.

Temperatures in September were "exceptionally high"
over northern Siberia, which -- along with much of the Arctic
Circle -- has seen freakishly warm weather for months.

September was brutal in the Middle East, with new high
temperatures reported in Turkey, Israel and Jordan.

arts of North Africa and Tibet were also scorching hot,
while maximum daytime values reached 49C in Los Angeles

Across California, five of the state's six biggest wildfires in
history were still burning at the end of the month.

"September was warmer by 0.05C than September 2019, the
previous warmest September," the Copernicus report said.
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PM For A Day: Teenager Fills Finland's Top Job

W S M A K E
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Nobel Prize In Chemistry Awarded To

Trump scoffs at

elsinki, Finland:

Finnish Prime Min-

ister Sanna Marin

faced a quieter day
than usual on Wednesday after
handing power to a 16-year-old
as part of a campaign to pro-
mote girls' rights.

Aava Murto, from Vaasky
in southern Finland, said she
was having an "exciting day" as
she faced media on the steps of
parliament after meeting with
the chancellor of justice.

Murto added that she had
"learnt some new things about
legislation."

In the afternoon, the stu-
dent who actively campaigns
on climate and human rights is-
sues was to speak with MPs and
the minister for development
and foreign trade.

Her message to decision-
makers has been that girls
"need to realise more how im-
portant they are, and how they
are just as good at technology
as boys," she told AFP.

"I think young people could
teach adults to be more innova-
tive and think more about the

future," she added.

The swap is part of a global
"Girls Takeover" campaign by
children's rights charity Plan
International, which aims to
raise awareness of girls' digi-
tal skills and opportunities in
technological industries and
highlight the problem of online
harassment against women.

Although Finland scores
highly in international gen-
der equality comparisons,
women are still heavily un-
der-represented in technol-
ogy firms and boardrooms,

while the country's share of
females starting technology-
related studies is the lowest
in the OECD.

The global campaign coin-
cides with the UN's International
Day of the Girl Child on Sunday,
and will also allow girls take on
the jobs of ministers in Kenya,
Peru, Sudan and Vietnam.

Elsewhere, senior jobs at
Microsoft, Samsung, Facebook
and Twitter will go to teenage
girls in countries including El
Salvador, Guatemala, the Neth-
erlands and the Philippines.

tockholm: Emmanuelle Charpen-

tier of France and Jennifer Doud-

na of the US on Wednesday won

the Nobel Chemistry Prize for
the gene-editing technique known as the
CRISPR-Cas9 DNA snipping "scissors",
the first time a Nobel science prize has
gone to a women-only team.

"Using these, researchers can change
the DNA of animals, plants and microor-
ganisms with extremely high precision,"
the Nobel jury said.

"This technology has had a revolu-
tionary impact on the life sciences, is
contributing to new cancer therapies and
may make the dream of curing inherited
diseases come true." The technique has
been tipped for a Nobel nod several times
in the past, but speaking to reporters in
Stockholm via telephone link Charpen-
tier said the call was still a surprise.

"Strangely enough I was told a num-
ber of times (it might happen) but when it
happens you are very surprised and you
feel that it's not real," she said.

"But obviously it is real so I have to
get used to it now," she added.

Charpentier, 51, and Doudna, 56, are
just the sixth and seventh women to re-
ceive the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, and

Emmanuelle Charpentier, Jennifer Doudna

e

this is the first time a Nobel science prize
goes to a women-only team.

Charpentier told reporters she con-
sidered herself "a scientist" first, but
hoped the prize would provide "a really
strong message for young girls".

Rewriting 'the code of life'

While researching a common harm-
ful bacteria, Charpentier discovered a
previously unknown molecule -- part of
the bacteria's ancient immune system
that disarms viruses by snipping off parts
of their DNA.

After publishing her research in
2011, Charpentier worked with Doudna
to recreate the bacteria's genetic scissors,
simplifying the tool so it was easier to use
and apply to other genetic material.

Covid-19, signs of
election defeat

'ASHINGTON:  Presi-
dent Donald Trump
doubled down on
Tuesday on the macho
image his fans adore after declar-
ing himself cured of Covid-19 and
scoffing at disastrous opinion polls
only four weeks before election day
against Democrat Joe Biden.

“FEELING GREAT!” he tweet-
ed, also insisting that he is “looking
forward” to holding a second sched-
uled debate against Biden in Miami
on October 15.

There had been speculation,
even among some Republicans, that
Trump might emerge from hospital
chastened or at least with a new
tone of empathy for the roughly
210,000 Americans who have died
from the virus.

Instead the Republican has
returned to the White House
boasting he vanquished the dis-
ease that upended the country
this year — and, by extension,
that he is still capable of van-
quishing his grim odds on elec-
tion day of Nov 3.
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High Court Rejects Plea
For Charging Only Tuition
Fees By Universities
During Covid-19

i
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court today declined to en-
tertain a PIL seeking guide-
lines to universities and such
institutions to charge only
the tuition fee, that too in
installments, in view of the
prevailing COVID-19 pan-
demic, and said "concessions
are not a matter of right”.

A bench of Chief Justice
DN Patel and Justice Prateek
Jalan instead asked the con-
cerned authorities to treat
the plea as a representation
and take a decision in ac-
cordance with law, rules,
regulations and government
policy applicable to the facts
of the case.

With the direction the pe-
tition, by a fourth year law
student, was disposed of.

During the brief hearing,
the bench said that uni-
versities have to pay their
professors and also set up
the infrastructure for online
classes and therefore, they
cannot be directed to grant
fee concessions.

It disapproved of the sev-
eral reliefs, like providing
gadgets and 4G internet
packs to students by the var-
sities, sought in the PIL and
said "what is the harm in
asking for it".

"Maangne mein kya jaata
hai (what is the harm in ask-
ing for it). You can ask for the
heaven and the sky. Why not
ask for cycles and cars also
as they (students) have to
go to the college/university.
What is the harm in asking."

"Such petition deserve to
be dismissed with costs, but
we are not doing it now," the
bench said while disposing
of the plea filed through ad-
vocate Kush Sharma.

The law student, in his
plea, had sought directions
from the Ministry of Educa-
tion to the various universi-
ties and such institutions to

give a break up of the fees
being charged by them and
to also grant concessions to
parents on a case-to-case
basis in the form of exten-
sion of time period to de-
posit the fees.

The petition had also
sought framing of guide-
lines to ensure the varsities
provide gadgets and fast in-
ternet connections, to those
who cannot afford the same,
so that all students have ac-
cess to the online education
or classes being held during
the pandemic.

It had claimed that while
the University Grants Com-
mission and Bar Council of
India has issued advisories
to the varsities to grant con-
cessions with regard to fees,
these were only requests
and the universities were
not adhering to the same.

The petition had contend-
ed that due to the pandemic
not only the country's GDP
has shrunk but people em-
ployed in various sectors
have lost their jobs or have
faced reduction in salaries.

"Consequently, household
income across all income
groups has reduced consid-
erably and people are fac-
ing severe cash crunch and
financial burden. Owing to
these circumstances, the
parents of students pursu-
ing undergraduate and post-
graduate courses are finding
it exceedingly difficult to
pay the fees of their wards."

"This situation is more
alarming in the case of par-
ents of those students who
are pursuing their educa-
tion in educational institu-
tions which are set up un-
der private universities and
deemed universities which
charge fees at a huge premi-
um,"” the petition had said.

It had further alleged that
some educational institu-
tions are taking coercive
steps, like repeatedly calling,
messaging or emailing par-
ents threatening to strike-off
names of their wards or deny
them access to online classes
over non-payment of fees.

"Would Have Thrown
Out China In Less Than 15
Minutes If...": Rahul Gandhi

KURUKSHETRA:  Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Tues-
day attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over India's
border standoff with China,
saying that if Congress beenin
power, it would have thrown
out China from the country in
less than 15 minutes.

The former Congress
president while addressing
a public gathering late last
evening, as part of his "Kheti
Bachao Yatra", said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is a
"coward".

"The coward PM says
that no one has taken our
land. Today, there is only
one country in the world
whose land has been taken
by another country. India
is the only country where
another country came in
and took away 1200 square
km. And PM calls himself a
"deshbhakt" and the whole

country knows that China's
forces are inside our terri-
tory, what kind of patriot he
is? If we were in power we
would have thrown out Chi-
na in less than 15 minutes,"
Mr Gandhi said.

"l guarantee you when
our government was there,
China did not have enough
power to put even one step
in our country. There is only
one nation in the entire
world whose land has been
usurped and that is India
and they call themselves pa-
triots," he added.

Earlier on Tuesday, Rahul
Gandhi offered prayers at
Geeta Sthali in Kurukshetra.

HERD WALK: Flock of sheep and goats being shepherded on a picturesque stretch in South Kashmir's
Pahalgam on Wednesday.KO Photo Abid Bhat

Iraq's PMU Vows To Ensure
Security Of Arbaeen Processions

TEHRAN (TASNIM) - The chair-
man of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU), also known as Hashd
al-Sha’abi, said the anti-terror resis-
tance group will oversee the security
of Arbaeen processions underway in
the Arab country.

Speaking at a press conference on
Tuesday, Falih al-Fayyadh stressed
that despite all challenges caused by
the coronavirus pandemic, Hashd al-
Sha’abi has managed to provide se-
curity for Arbaeen processions.

Hashd al-Shaabi forces are in-
volved in many security and support
programs to safeguard the rituals, al-
Forat news agency quoted Fayyadh
as saying, according to Press TV.

Arbaeen marks the 40th day after
the anniversary of the martyrdom of
Imam Hussein (AS), the third Shiite
imam, along with 72 of his com-
panions in the Battle of Karbala, in
southern Iraq, in 680 AD after fight-
ing courageously for justice against
the much larger army of the Umayy-
ad caliph, Yazid L.

Each year, Millions of Muslim
mourners set off on a symbolic
80-kilometer walk that begins from
Najaf, where Imam Hossein’s father
Imam Ali (AS) is buried, to the holy
city of Karbala, where Imam Hus-
sein's shrine is located.

Accommodating the pilgrims along
the road, as well as in both Najaf and

Karbala, are thousands of make-shift
tents, also known as mawkibs, that
provide a wide range of services from
votive food to medical care.

This year, however, foreign pilgrims
have been barred from visiting Iraq
due to the coronavirus outbreak and
the Arbaeen march will be held with
the participation of local Iraqis only.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Fayy-
adh said the Arbaeen pilgrimage has
united the Iraqi people and Hashd
al-Shaabi, adding that the pro-gov-
ernment group will help the nation
solve its problems.

“We promise Iraq’s religious au-
thority and people that Hashd al-
Shaabi will remain the guardian of
Iraqi sovereignty and beyond all dis-
putes,” he noted.

Hashd al-Shaabi is a government-
sponsored umbrella organization

composed of around 40 factions of
volunteer counter-terrorism forces, in-
cluding mostly Shiite Muslims besides
Sunni Muslims, Christians and Kurds.

Its formation goes back to the sum-
mer of 2014, shortly after Daesh, the
world’s most notorious terror group,
showed its face and managed to oc-
cupy swathes of territory in Iraq.

Hashd al-Shaabi’s efficient role in
Daesh’s defeat turned the force into
a permanent and broadly-popular
feature of Iraq’s social, political and
security landscapes, despite attempts
by the US and its allies to depict the
group’s mission as sectarian in nature.

In November 2016, the Iraqi par-
liament recognized Hashd al-Shaabi
as an official force with similar rights
as those of the regular army, there-
fore legally establishing it as part of
the National Armed Forces.

UGC Declares 24 Universities As Fake;
Maximum From UP Followed By Delhi

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) on Wednesday announced a
list of 24 "self-styled, unrecognised
institutions” in the country, terming
them as "fake" with the maximum of
them operating from Uttar Pradesh
followed by Delhi.

"Students and public are informed
that currently 24 self-styled, unrec-
ognised institutions are function-
ing in contravention of the UGC Act,
which have been declared as fake
universities and these are not em-
powered to confer any degree," UGC
Secretary Rajnish Jain said.

The majority of eight of these uni-
versities are from Uttar Pradesh --
Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyala-
ya, Varanasi; Mahila Gram Vidyapith,
Allahabad; Gandhi Hindi Vidyapith,
Allahabad; National University of
Electro Complex Homeopathy, Kan-
pur; Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
Open University, Aligarh; Uttar
Pradesh Vishwavidyalaya, Mathura;
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Maharana Pratap Shiksha Niketan
Vishwavidyalaya, Pratapgarh and In-
draprastha Shiksha Parishad, Noida.

"Regarding Bharitya Shiksha Pari-
shad, Lucknow, the matter is sub-
judice before district judge in Luc-
know," Jain said.

Delhi has seven fake universities
-- Commercial University Ltd, Unit-
ed Nations University, Vocational
University, ADR Centric Juridicial
University, Indian Institution of Sci-
ence and Engineering, Vishwakarma
Open University for Self Employ-
ment and Adhyatmik Vishwavidya-
laya (Spiritual University).

Odisha and West Bengal have
two such universities each. They
are --Indian Institute of Alternative
Medicine, Kolkata; Institute of Alter-
native Medicine and Research, Kol-
kata; Nababharat Shiksha Parishad,
Rourkela and North Orissa Univer-
sity of Agriculture and Technology.

Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Puducherry and Maharashtra have
one fake university each. They are --
Sree Bodhi Academy of Higher Edu-
cation, Puducherry; Christ New Tes-
tament Deemed University, Andhra
Pradesh; Raja Arabic University, Nag-
pur; St John's University, Kerala and
Badaganvi Sarkar World Open Uni-
versity Education Society, Karnataka.

"The UGC Act, 1956 provides that
a degree can be awarded, only by a
university established under a cen-
tral, state, provincial Act or an insti-
tution especially empowered by an
Act of Parliament to confer the de-
gree," Jain said.

Observers OUT POST

NSCN-IM Wants Naga
Peace Talks In 3Rd
Country Involving PM

The NSCN-IM, which has been
negotiating with the govern-
ment to resolve its long pend-
ing issues, has demanded the
involvement of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in the talks
for faster determination of
their demands, insisting that
the negotiations be held in a
"third country”.

"In order to save the politi-
cal dialogue, the talks should
resume at the Prime Minis-
ter's level, without pre-con-
dition and outside India in a
third country,” NSCN-IM led
by its chief negotiator Thuin-
galeng Muivah said in a letter
to the Prime Minister.

"If our stay in India is no more
welcome, all necessary ar-
rangements must be made for
us to leave India and the politi-
cal talks be resumed in a third
country," said the letter, written
to Modi on February 25.

The National Socialist Coun-
cil of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah
(NSCN-IM) in a separate state-
ment on Tuesday said that
they deliberately withheld
the letter for seven months
before releasing it to the me-
dia for public consumption as
it waited with all confidence
that the Prime Minister would
respond positively.

"NSCN-IM being account-
able to the Naga people here-
by released the letter to in-
form of the delay and the lack
of response from the office
of the Prime Minister to our
people,” the statement said.

Muivah, who is the Ato Ki-
lonser (Prime Minister) of the
self-styled Naga government,
referred to the circumstances
in which he and the then
chairman of the outfit, Isak
Chishi Swu, first arrived in
India in 2002 and "patiently"
stayed here since 2010 to con-
clude an "acceptable and hon-
ourable political settlement”.

The letter, which is avail-
able with IANS, said that the
NSCN-IM started talks with
the government only after
the latter recognised the Naga
problem as a "political issue"
and stopped calling it India's

internal law and order matter.

Muivah said: "We men-
tioned in our proposal that
Nagaland shall use its national
flag, anthem, emblem and
insignia, and have a separate
Constitution called 'Yehzabo'."

In the eight-page letter,
Muivah also highlighted
what he called the "obnox-
ious" conduct of the union
Home Ministry while deal-
ing with the Naga question.

"We are totally shocked
and surprised that even af-
ter more than two decades
of political negotiation, the
MHA and its agencies have
become obnoxious.

"It has come as a total shock
and surprise that the Indian
government has started brand-
ing and accusing the members
of the NSCN-IM who are in
political negotiation as terror-
ists and with impunity they are
arresting the members of the
organisation," the letter said.

Muivah was also critical
about the role of Nagaland
Governor R.N. Ravi, who,
before taking up the new as-
signment, was the Govern-
ment of India's chief nego-
tiator for the Naga talks.

"Ravi was interfering with
the law and order issues in 'de-
liberate deviation' from his ap-
pointment as the Centre's rep-
resentative for the peace talks.

"The activities of the rep-
resentative of the govern-
ment is polarising the Naga
society instead of uniting
the Nagas for an honour-
able political solution,” the
NSCN-IM leader said.

According to officials in Na-
galand, a nine-member team
of NSCN-IM led by Muivah has
been holding informal talks with
the Centre since the second week
of August in New Delhi as a pre-
lude to the formal parleys which
are expected to begin soon.

Kerala Journalist On Way To
Hathras, 3 Others Booked
For Sedition Two Days After
Being Held By UP Police

Uttar Pradesh police on
Wednesday booked four per-
sons including Kerala journalist
Siddique Kappan on sedition
and other charges at Maant
police station in Mathura, two
days after they were held while
on their way to Hathras.
According to the FIR, charg-
es under the stringent Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act
and the IT Act have also been
filed against the four, who
were accused by the state po-
lice of having links with the
alleged radical group Popular
Front of India and its affiliates.
The four were identified as
Kappan, a journalist of Mala-
puram in Kerala, Atiq-ur-
Rehman of Muzaffarnagar,
Masood Ahmad of Bahraich

and Alam of Rampur.

They were on Wednes-
day booked under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) including 124A
(sedition), 153A (Promoting
enmity between different
groups on ground of religion,
race, place of birth, residence,
language, etc., and doing acts
prejudicial to maintenance
of harmony) and 295A (De-
liberate and malicious acts,
intended to outrage reli gious
feelings of any class by insult-
ing its religion or reli gious
belie), according to the FIR.

The PFI has been accused of
funding protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
across the country earlier this
year and the UP police had
sought a ban on the outfit.

The four were held when,
according to the police, they
were on their way to Hath-
ras were a Dalit woman had
died after allegedly being
gang-raped.

Chief Justice Bobde: Will Smoke From Stubble Bur

he Supreme Court
Tuesday wanted to know

on

whether the smoke pro-
duced from stubble burning
could kill the novel Coronavirus
as cases in India inched closer to
67 lakh while 1,03,569 lost the
battle against the pandemic.
Chief Justice S.A. Bobde asked
the question during a hearing of
a PIL against the seasonal stub-
ble burning exercise in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
"Will the smoke kill the Coro-
navirus?" Chief Justice Bobde said.
The smoke would not kill the
coronavirus, but it would certain-
ly worsen the situation and con-
tribute towards its spread, said
senior advocate Vikas Singh, rep-
resenting the petitioners citing
scientific study. The PIL has been
moved in the Supreme Court
seeking directions to the Punjab
and Haryana governments to ban

stubble burning, which usually
takes place between September
and December every year, in
the backdrop of the ongoing Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

Singh, represented a law stu-
dent Aman Banka and a Class 12
student Aditya Dubey. Amicus
Curiae senior advocate Aparajita
Singh submitted before the court
that states have failed to act as
per their assurances to take mea-
sures to contain stubble burning.

The Chief Justice asked Singh
to give the court the name of the
experts on the stubble burning
matter. "Need some impartial
people,” noted the bench.

he top court also asked Singh
why the court was moved when
the stubble burning issue is around
the corner, instead he should have
moved the apex court much earlier.

Singh submitted that his cli-
ents have come across NASA im-
ages, which show stubble burn-

ning Kill Coronavirus?

ing fires at many places.

The PIL said it is on record that
stubble burning contributes al-
most 40 per cent of air pollution
in Delhi and cited the Harvard
University study that air pollu-
tion may now be an important
factor that aggravates a mild Co-
vid infection into an acute one.

The petitioners also cited an-
other study at Louisiana State
University, which found that
increased air pollution can of-
fer a direct pathway for airborne
transmission of COVID-19.

"Thus, any increase in the air
pollution levels of Delhi-NCR
this year while the Covid-19 pan-
demic is spiralling out of control,
will exponentially increase the
mortality rates due to Covid-19,
comprising the respiratory sys-
tem of the citizens, more so in
case of senior citizens and chil-
dren," said the plea.

Delhi HC Notice On Interfaith Couple’s Plea
Against 30-Day Notice Period

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued a notice on
a petition filed by an interfaith
couple challenging the proce-
dure of issuance of public no-
tice inviting objections to the
registration of the marriage for
a period of 30 days under the
Special Marriage Act

A division bench of the high
court presided by Chief Justice
D. N. Patel and Justice Prateek
Jalan directed the Centre and
the Delhi government to file its
response over the petition filed
by the couple and listed the
matter for further hearing on
November 27.

The petition, filed through
advocates  Utkarsh  Singh,
Mohd. Tauheed and Mohd Hu-
maid, sought the setting aside
of the impugned procedure of

issuance of public notice for 30
days inviting objections to the

marriage solemnization and
registration under the Special
Marriage Act, 1954.

"The petitioners, being di-
rectly affected and aggrieved
by the impugned procedure
for applying for registration of
marriages under Sections 6 and
7 of the Special Marriage Act,
1954 wherein public notice is
issued inviting objections men-
tioned in section 4 of the SMA,
1954 to the marriage for next

30 days. They are praying for
declaration of said impugned
procedure for applying for reg-
istration of marriages under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954 as
Null and Void and ultra vires to
the constitution of India as the
same are grossly illegal, arbi-
trary and ultra vires to the Con-
stitution of India," the plea said.

It stated that objections men-
tioned in section 4(b)(c) of the
SMA, 1954 can be ascertained
on the basis of certificates is-
sued from a government hos-
pital or any prescribed author-
ity, the objection under section
4(d) of the SMA, 1954 is inap-
plicable to inter-religious mar-
riages, therefore the 30 days'
notice period directly impinges
upon the fundamental rights of
the petitioners.



