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News Digest 
Landslides Block 
Highway For Few Hours

Truck Crushes 
Pedestrian To Death 

Police Arrest 5 For 
BSF Killings

Burglars Loot 
Sopore Market 

Srinagar: Traffic was suspended 
on Srinagar-Jammu Highway for 
a few hours after rainfall caused 
landslides in Panthial area of 
Ramban district on Friday.
A traffic official said that rain 
caused landslides at Panthial and 
other places on the highway. The 
National Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) cleared stones and 
debris and at around 2pm, traffic 
was restored on the highway.
Hundreds of vehicles including 
trucks carrying essential supplies 
got stranded for a few hours..
The official said the road was 
thrown open after the stretch was 
cleared and stones from the hill-
top stopped falling on the road. 

Kulgam: A pedestrian was 
crushed to death by a speeding 
truck here in South Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district.
A police official said that a truck 
(JK03E-2429) hit and injured a 
pedestrian who succumbed to his 
injuries at PHC Qaimoh.
The victim has been identified as 
35 year old Maqsood Ahmed Dar 
son of Ghulam Qadir, a resident of 
Wanpora Kulgam.
The incident occurred at Trachloo 
village of the district.
The official said that the truck 
driver Muhammad Younis Chan-
doo son of Muhammad Yousuf 
has been arrested and a case 
against him registered.    

Srinagar:  Police Friday claimed 
to have solved Pandach militant 
attack and have arrested five ac-
cused in this regard and seized two 
ambulances and two motorcycles 
from their possession.
Two BSF personnel from 37 Bat-
talion were killed when sus-
pected militants attacked them 
in Pandach area that falls in the 
jurisdiction of police station Soura. 
The incident had occurred on 20 
May this year. Police had arrested 
05 uncategorized militants of 
ISJK who helped in transporting, 
logistics, planning and executing 
the attack, in case FIR no 48/2020 
u/s 302, 395 IPC, sections 7/25, 
7/ 27 Arms Act , sections 16, 18, 
19, 23 ULAP Act of Police Station 
Soura. During further investigation, 
04 vehicles were detained which 
includes 2 private ambulances 
functioning at SKIMS, a bike and 
a Scooty. The statement further 
reads, accordingly approval for sei-
zure of the above vehicles P-02

Sopore: Burglars broke into the 
five shops in two different mar-
kets in North Kashmir’s Sopore 
town of Baramulla district and de-
camped with goods and valuables 
worth lakhs of rupees.
Local sources said that burglars 
stole cell phones and electronic 
goods from two shops at Iqbal 
Market Sopore.
Similarly burglars decamped 
with valuables worth lakhs from 
3 shops at Main Chowk Sopore. 
These shops are owned by Fayaz 
Ahmad Shah, Jan Muhamad Par-
ray and Muhammad Iqbal Rather.
Locals said that besides looting 5 
shops, the burglars also tried to 
broke the locks of many shops but 
have failed in the bid.
When contacted, a police official 
said that a case in this regard has 
been registered and investigation 
set into motion. 

In FOCUS

Situation Along LAC Delicate 
& Serious, Says Army Chief
LAC Tensions Most Serious Since 1962: FS Shringla

NEW DELHI: Situation along the 
Line of Actual Control in East-
ern Ladakh is “delicate and se-
rious” and the army has taken 
some precautionary measures 
to enhance security in the wake 
of new developments, Army 
Chief General MM Naravane 

said on Friday. Army chief, who 
concluded his two day visit to 
forward areas in Ladakh, said 
that the morale of his troops 
present in the region was high 
and they were prepared to deal 
with any situation.

Gen Naravane reached Leh on 

Thursday for a two-day secu-
rity review of the Ladakh sector, 
where India and Chinese armies 
have deployed almost 100,000 
soldiers and weaponry in their 
forward and depth areas, accord-
ing to the Hindustan Times.

Army Chief said the situation 

has been delicate for over three 
months. He said talks were on at 
the military and diplomatic level to 
resolve the situation and expressed 
confidence that talks can help re-
solve the border problem fully.

However he said Indian sol-
diers were highly PAGE 02

3 Unidentified Militants 
Killed, Major Injured

GEN MM NARAVANE visited Leh and reviewed security situation and operational preparedness 
along the LAC -Twitter 

LG Reviews Mega Projects Of Kashmir Division
Govt To Incentivise Timely 
Completion Of Projects

Media Delegation 
Calls On LG

A delegation of journalists 
called on Lt Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday and 

shared with him their percep-
tions about the ground situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir.
The delegation comprised Bashir 
Manzar, Kashmir Images; Bashir 
Ahmad Bashir, Srinagar Times; 
Masood Hussain, Kashmir Life; 
members of JK Editors Forum 
comprising of Zahoor Hashmi, 
Aftab; Mohammad Aslam, Editor 
KNS; President Kashmir Press 
Club,  Shuja Ul Haq, India Today; 
President Kashmir Editors As-
sociation, Rashid Rahee (CNS/
Fajar); President J&K Press 
Association; Gh Hassan Kaloo, 
Mirror of Kashmir. P-02

Policeman Arrested On 
Charges Of Fraud

HRW Urges India To End Use 
Of Pellet Guns In Kashmir

LIFE UNDER The Shadow of Gun: Civilians being evacuated from the 
encounter site in Pattan- KO Photo Abid Bhat

Rajnath Singh 
Meets Chinese 
Counterpart 
In Russia

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on 
Friday met his Chinese 

counterpart General Wei 
Fenghe on the sidelines 
of a ministerial meeting 
of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) in 
Moscow, Russia. 
The meeting, which took 
place at Hotel Metropol in 
Moscow, came at a time 
when Indian and Chinese 
soldiers are engaged in a 
tense standoff along the 
LAC in Ladakh. P-02

PATTAN: Three unidentified mili-
tants were killed in an encoun-
ter at village Yadipora in Pattan 
(Baramulla district) while an 
army officer and an SPO were 
also injured in the initial ex-
change of fire.

According to police an encounter 
broke out between militants and 
armed forces comprising of police, 
29 RR and 176 battalion CRPF laid 
a siege in Yadipora village late last 
night. “In the morning, contact with 
the militants was established trig-
gering a fierce exchange of fire. In 
the first assault, a militant was killed 
while an army officer sustained bul-
let injury in his chin,” they said.

Defence spokesman in Srinagar 
Colonel Rajesh Kalia said that an 
army officer was injured in the fir-
ing “but he was stable.”

A police spokesman said during 
the cordon and search operation as 
the presence of hiding militants got 
ascertained, they were given the 
opportunity to surrender. “How-
ever, they refused to surrender and 
instead held two families compris-
ing of 12 members PAGE 02 

Operation 
Suspended In 
Pulwama For Night

A gunfight between mili-
tants and government 
forces broke out in Bab-

hoora area of South Kashmir's 
Pulwama district on Friday.
According to the reports, a 
joint team of Police, Army and 
CRPF launched a P-02 

SRINAGAR: Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) on Friday asked Indian po-
lice and paramilitary forces to stop 
using pellet-firing guns in Kashmir 
as they cause ‘grievous injuries’.

“Time and again, Indian law 
enforcement’s use of shotguns in 
Kashmir has resulted in shocking, 
grievous injuries of protesters and 
bystanders,” said Meenakshi Gan-
guly, South Asia director at HRW. 
“Indian authorities need to recog-
nise that this weapon fired into 
crowds, even with violent demon-
strators, will invariably cause indis-

criminate and excessive injury in vi-
olation of international standards.”

“Indian leaders who claim that 
their policies are improving the 
lives of Kashmiris cannot disregard 
that security forces are maiming, 
blinding, and killing people,” Gan-
guly said. “The Indian government 
should cease the use of shotguns 
firing metal pellets and review its 
crowd control techniques to meet 
international standards.”

In a statement, the organisa-
tion said that pellets have caused 
thousands of injuries, PAGE 02 

COVID-19

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
on Friday witnessed another spike 
as 1,047 fresh cases of Covid-19 
tested positive including 74 trav-
ellers taking the total number 
of positive cases to 40,990 in the 
Union Territory.

Of the total 40,990 cases, 
30,579 are from Kashmir 
and 10,411 from Jammu 
division. Among 1,047 
new cases, 554 belong 
to Kashmir division 
while as 493 are from 
Jammu division, adding that 
the total number of positive cases 
in Kashmir division have reached 
to 30,579 including 24,474 recov-

eries while as total number of pos-
itive cases in Jammu division have 
reached to 10,411 including 6,961 
recoveries and 81 deaths.

The officials said that total 
number of active cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir are 8,800 including 
5,431 from Kashmir division and 

3,369 from Jammu division.
With 676 more recoveries, 

the tally of total recoveries 
in Jammu and Kashmir has 
reached to 31,435 which 

is 76.68 percent of the total 
cases.

Pertinently Jammu division 
crossed 10 thousand mark on Friday 
as division witnessed huge spike 

of positive cases in last two 
days. "Cases tested positive in 
J&K include 175 from Srinagar, 
61 from Baramulla, 34 from 
Pulwama, 78 from Budgam, 48 
from Anantnag, 34 from Ban-
dipora, 69 from Kupwara, 21 
from Kulgam, 04 from Shop-
ian and 30 from Ganderbal in 
Kashmir division while as 493 
from Jammu division include 
322 from Jammu, 18 from Ra-
jouri, 40 from Kuthua, 44 from 
Udhampur, 13 from Samba, 06 
from Ramban, 07 from Doda, 11 
from Poonch, 04 from Reasi and 28 
from Kishtiwar," officials disclosed.

As per officials figures, PAGE 02 

11 More Die Due 
To Covid-19, J&K 
Toll 756
Srinagar: Eleven more 
people died due to Covid-19 
in Jammu and Kashmir in 
last 24 hours, taking the fa-
tality count due to the virus 
to 756. Among the victims 
eight belonged to Kashmir 
Valley and remaining three 
to Jammu division.
Regarding the deaths in the 
Valley, they said, three vic-
tims were residents P-02

1047 More Test Positive; J&K Tally Crosses 40,000 Mark

SRINAGAR: In order to give a 
boost to infrastructural develop-
ment in Kashmir Division, the 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
today took a comprehensive re-
view of various Mega Projects 
being undertaken under several 
Central Schemes and other proj-
ects in a meeting held at the Civil 
Secretariat. He also reviewed a 
host of upcoming developmental 
projects in the region.

The Lt Governor called for 
multiplying the efforts in bring-
ing developmental reforms in 

the Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir to achieve the mission 

of inclusive socio-economic de-
velopment of all. PAGE 02

HANDWARA: A Policeman has been 
arrested on charges of forgery and 
fraud in North Kashmir’s Hand-
wara town.    The arrest was made 
after one Mudasir Ahmed Sheikh, 
a resident of Shanoo Langate area 
filed a complaint at police station 
Handwara stating that a policeman 
working in the office of DySP DAR 
Handwara duped him and after 
taking Rs two lakhs provided him a 
fake appointment order in Jammu 
Kashmir Police Department.

Both the accused cop and the 
complainant hail from the same Sha-
noo Langate area of Kupwara district. 
The accused has been identified as 
Shabir Ahmed Dar (390/H) who is in 
lock-up and suspended as well.

KNT reported that the accused 

Shabir Ahmed Dar in 2017 handed 
over a fake appointment order to the 
complainant for SPO and for some 
time the accused asked him to ac-
company him and they both used to 
visit District Police Lines Handwara.

The complainant was sure that 
he has got the job of SPO. The ac-
cused even provided him with a 
fake belt number 349/spo and for 
at least 3 months, he deposited 
money into the bank account of the 
complainant saying it is his salary.

The complainant Mudasir 
Ahmed has submitted all the bank 
statements before the police.

Police accordingly took cogni-
zance of the complaint and regis-
tered an FIR vide number 300/2020 
under section 420, 468 PAGE 02 

Sanika Athavale

ONCE prosperous and self-
sufficient, the miners of 
Athwajan belt eagerly 
await the ‘better days’ that 

will witness their children attend-
ing school again and their adult sons 
and daughters being betrothed.

The locals of the belt in the Pantha 
Chowk area on the outskirts of Sri-
nagar remember the time when bank 
representatives were frequent visitors 
trying to embed the ideas of ‘invest-
ments’ and ‘savings’ in their minds.

With an air of disbelief, a local 
miner marvelled at the depreciated 

reality of Athwajan since the blanket 
ban of 2016 which prohibited any 
sort of mining activity in the region.

“It is not just our source of income, 
but our self-respect and honour that 
has been attacked,” Nazeer Bhat, a 
quarry holder, stated ruefully.

“The bankers who would beg us 
to take loans are now ‘investigating’ 
some of our people for non-repay-
ment. We have been impoverished 
by the ban.”

Dated 24-11-2016, the banning 
order cited, interestingly, the prima-
ry reason to be the ‘bad face’ or poor 
view presented to the travellers on 
the Srinagar-Jammu highway due to 

mining activities, and the secondary 
reason as the ‘ecological damage’ in-
flicted by excessive mining.

With an alleged ‘sleight of hand’ 
and a few signatures, the Geology 
and Mining department had dele-
gitimized the Athwajan belt four 
years ago, which was one of Kash-
mir’s most vibrant economic hubs 
and an old spot for stone mining.

Stating that “no one was inter-
ested in knowing the shattered state 
of their lives,” Bhat, also a member 
of the President United Quarry As-
sociation, mourned the loss of his 
ancestral business and livelihood.

It is pertinent to note here that 
the setback to the stone mining 
business is not exclusive to this 

ancient area. From the northern 
reaches of Pampore to the ‘gateway 

of Kashmir’ in South Kashmir’s Qa-
zigund, miners are grinding bones 
instead of stones.

Claiming that they have been 
‘forced’ to shut shop, the miners 
complain of administrative negli-
gence, deliberately ignored mal-
practices, and enforced unemploy-
ment and poverty.
How Stone Mining Worked In Kashmir

The extraction of raw materi-
als, construction aggregate (locally 
called bajri) in this case, for building 
infrastructure for various ruling em-
pires has, historically, always been 
organised by Kashmiri families.

After becoming a passed-down 

family business over the years, the 
present day representatives of these 
old clans assert that they have been, 
quite literally, the ‘structural’ back-
bone of Kashmir.

This industry was remodelled, 
like all others, after India won her 
Independence and definitive depart-
ments and ministries were formed.

The families generationally em-
ployed in this occupation were al-
lotted areas for business by the 
Department of Geology and Mining 
following its inception in 1960.

Soon, a ‘royalty system’ was also 
established to control the extent of 
mineral extraction and the wealth 
extracted from it.

These royalties had to be prepaid 
monthly at the offices of the author-
ities based on an PAGE 02

Kashmir’s Banned Stones — Part I: Closure Of Century Old Quarry

“TIME AND AGAIN, INDIAN LAW 
enforcement’s use of shotguns in Kashmir has resulted in 
shocking, grievous injuries of protesters and bystanders,” 

said Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia director at HRW. 

File Photo
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Situation Along LAC Delicate...
motivated and fully prepared to deal with any situation. “Our officers 
and men are the finest in the world and they will not only make the 
army proud but also the nation proud.”
Tensions flared in the sensitive sector after fresh clashes near Pangong 
Tso on the intervening night of 29 August and 30 August as well as on 
31 August. 
MOST SERIOUS CHALLENGE
Meanwhile Foreign Secretary Harsh V. Shringla Friday said the ongoing 
tensions between India and China at the LAC in Ladakh is the “most 
serious challenge” and similar to what both sides faced in 1962.
“We have had an unprecedented situation on the India-China border. 
We’ve never had this situation since 1962, we never lost lives in the last 
40 years, it is an unprecedented situation. We have also seen there has 
been a unilateral attempt that seems to be an effort to change facts on 
the ground. We’ll be firm and resolute in resisting this,” Shringla said 
while virtually addressing the Indian Council of World Affairs.
In 1962, China had attacked India and the war went on for about a 
month after which China declared a unilateral ceasefire.
Shringla added, “As far as we are concerned, there’ll be no compromise 
on our sovereignty and territorial integrity. At the same time, as a re-
sponsible country, we are always willing to talk and ready to engage 
even in the depth of Covid crisis. We’ve kept our communication lines 
open. Our senior commanders have been talking on the ground. Dip-
lomats have been talking to each other both in New Delhi and Beijing.”

Rajnath Singh Meets Chinese...
It is being said that the main reason behind the meeting is the ongoing 
border dispute in Ladakh which could not be resolved despite several 
military-level talks. This is also the first meeting between the political 
leadership of both countries since the start of the face-off in May.
It is being said that the main reason behind the meeting is the ongoing 
border dispute in Ladakh which could not be resolved despite several 
military-level talks. This is also the first meeting between the political 
leadership of both countries since the start of the face-off in May.

3 Unidentified Militants Killed,...
including children hostage. It was therefore after strenuous efforts of 
joint forces that all the family members were evacuated,” he said.
The spokesman said that in the ensuing encounter, three unidentified 
militants were killed and their bodies were retrieved from the site en-
counter. “The identification and affiliation of the slain militants was be-
ing ascertained,” the police statement said.
The police spokesman said that incriminating materials, including 
arms and ammunition were recovered from the site of encounter. “The 
last rites of the slain militants will be performed after conducting their 
medico-legal formalities including collection of DNA. In case any family 
claims their bodies, they can come forward for their identification and 
participation in the last rites to PCR Baramulla.

Operation Suspended In...
cordon-and-search-operation in Babhoora.
As the joint team beseiged the village, the militants present there fired 
upon them. The fire was retaliated by the joint team, triggering off an 
encounter, officials said.
“Police and security forces are on the job. Further details will be shared 
as they emerge,” they said.
Sources said that firefight stopped in the area and it could not be im-
mediately ascertained if the militants have managed to escape. They 
said that village remained under cordon and operation has been sus-
pended due to darkness.

HRW Urges India To End Use...
including loss of eyesight, since the shotguns were first deployed as an 
“ostensibly ‘non-lethal’ option” for crowd control, in 2010.
Expressed its concern, HRW said that though the small metal pellets, 
sometimes referred to as “birdshot” or “dove shot”, are concentrated 
in a tight pattern as they are fired, “the pellets spread out to create a 
constellation that can reach a wide radius, causing injuries indiscrimi-
nately, including to bystanders”.
HRW said while no accurate data on casualties from shotgun-fired pel-
lets is available, at least 17 people were killed due to the use of pel-
let guns between 2015 and 2017. “According to the data journalism 
website IndiaSpend, pellets fired from shotguns blinded 139 people 
between July 2016 and February 2019. In January 2018, Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister Mehbooba Mufti told the state assembly that 
6,221 people had been injured by pellets between July 2016 and Febru-
ary 2017 and among them, 782 people had eye injuries,” the statement 
adds.
In its statement, HRW pointed out that the UN Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms “prohibit the use of those firearms and am-
munition that cause unwarranted injury or present an unwarranted 
risk.” 

1047 More Test Positive;...
9,910 positive cases including 231 deaths and 8,191 recoveries are from 
Srinagar, 2,937 including 103 deaths and 2,328 recoveries are from 
Baramulla, 2,767 including 2,260 recoveries and 56 deaths are from 
Pulwama, 2,722 including 1,982 recoveries and 64 deaths are from 
Budgam, 2,464 including 52 deaths and 1,932 recoveries are from An-
antnag, 2,318 including 1,595 recoveries and 26 deaths are from Ban-
dipora, 2,235 cases including 1,564 and 53 deaths are from Kupwara, 
1,982 including 1,820 recoveries and 37 deaths are from Kulgam, 1,735 
including 1,611 recoveries and 28 deaths are from Shopian and 1,609 
including 1,188 recoveries and 24 deaths are from Ganderbal.
In Jammu division, 4,382 including 2,211 recoveries and 54 deaths are 
from Jammu district, 967 including 789 recoveries and 05 deaths are 
from Rajouri, 1,012 including 747 recoveries and 05 deaths are from 
Kuthua, 909 including 728 recoveries and 03 deaths are from Udham-
pur, 777 including 578 recoveries and 03 deaths are from Samba, 673 
including 648 recoveries and 01 death are from Ramban, 466 includ-
ing 362 recoveries and 05 deaths are from Doda, 469 including 365 re-

coveries and 04 deaths are from Poonch, 437 including 338 recoveries 
are from Reasi and 319 including 195 recoveries and 01 death are from 
Kishtwar.
As per the daily information bulletin, 472,900 persons in Jammu and 
Kashmir are under observation while 44,162 persons have been kept 
under home quarantine besides that 8,800 persons are in isolation.
According to the bulletin, 371,147 persons have completed surveillance 
period and 48,036 persons are under home surveillance besides that 
so far results of 1,031,316 samples are available. Out of 1,031,316 the 
number of samples tested negative stands at 990,326 while 49,990 
have tested positive, among them 8,800 are active and 31,435 persons 
have recovered.

11 More Die Due To Covid-19,...
of Srinagar, two each from Baramulla and Kupwara and one from Pul-
wama.
They said a 70-year-old man from Rangwar Baramulla who was admit-
ted on August 3 as a case of bilateral community acquired pneumonia 
died at SMHS Hospital Srinagar.  
An 80-year-old man from Chijhama Rafiabad, they said, died at GMC 
Baramulla.  
Among the deaths from Srinagar, they said, includes a 53-year-old man 
from Ellahibagh who died at SKIMS Soura, eleven days after he was 
admitted to the tertiary care hospital.  
They said a 65-year-old from Awantipora Pulwama, admitted on Au-
gust 30 with “AKI C and bilateral CAP” died at SMHS hospital.
They said one among the victims from Kuwpara includes a 34-year-
old woman from Panzgam area, who was admitted to SKIMS Soura on 
August 17 died today.  
Regarding deaths from Jammu, they said, a 70-year-old patient from 
Gujjar Nagar Jammu passed away at GMC Jammu.
A 50-year-old man from Afghan Mohalla in Jammu City who was suf-
fering from hypertension and Community Acquire Pneumonia died in 
the Government Medical College (GMC) Jammu last evening within 
hours of hospitalization.
With these deaths, officials said, 756 people have succumbed to the 
virus in Jammu and Kashmir so far. Among them, they said, 675 were 
from the Valley while 81 others from Jammu division.
Srinagar district with 231 deaths tops the list followed by Baramulla 
(103), Budgam (64), Anantnag (52), Pulwama (56), Kupwara (53), Jam-
mu (54), Kulgam (37), Shopian (28), Bandipora (26), Ganderbal (24), 
Rajouri (5), Doda (5), Poonch (4), Kathua (5), Udhampur (3), Samba (2) 
and Ramban (1).

Govt To Incentivise Timely...
During the meeting, the Lieutenant Governor was briefed by officers 
about the  pace and progress of ongoing development projects execut-
ed by Health, RDD, PWD, Jal Shakti, PDD, Agriculture/ Horticulture, and 
other departments in Kashmir Division.
Stressing on the need to strengthen medical infrastructure in the re-
gion, the Lt Governor directed for speedy execution of work on Major 
Projects of Health & Medical Education Department in Kashmir. These 
include AIIMS Awantipora worth Rs. 2000 Crores, Government Medi-
cal College, Anantnag worth   Rs. 139.30Crores, Government  Medical 
College, Baramulla worth Rs 139  Crores, Unani Hospital Nawabagh 
Ganderbal worth 32.50 Crores, Additional Block of Lal-Ded Maternity 
Hospital in Srinagar constructed by JKERA worth Rs 132.5 Crores, Con-
struction of  120 Bedded Additional Hospital Block at The Bone & Joint  
Hospital  Barzulla by JKERA worth Rs 88.94 Crores, 200 Bedded Mater-
nity- Children Hospital Bemina- Srinagar costing 116.28Crores, among 
others.
While reviewing the status of development of transit accommodation 
for migrant employees at the cost of Rs 920 crore in Kashmir division 
the Lt Governor issued explicit directions to officers for expediting the 
same.
The Lt Governor also took serious note of the unwarranted delay in the 
execution of development projects being taken up by NPCC, especially 
the Bakshi Stadium under PMDP and directed the Administrative Sec-
retary, Youth Services and Sports Department to take on-spot review 
to solve all the impending issues and expedite the project on priority.
The Lt Governor also reviewed the progress of Saffron Park at Dussu, 
Pampore worth 37.65 crores, Construction of Government of Degree 
College,Singapora Pattan, Government College of Engineering & Tech-
nology at Safapora, Semi Ring Road, Z-Morh tunnel,NH-444 ( Srinagar-
Shopian Qazigund Road) of which 40.00 km of the total 85.72 km has 
been completed. Mega Projects under execution in Kashmir Province 
by   JKPCC including 148 meter Span Watalbagh Basipora Bridge Gan-
derbal, 188 meters span Shariefabad Bridge Srinagar, Construction of 
3x42 Meter PSC Grider Double Lane Bridge at Noorjahan, Qamarwari; 
besides, construction of 4 Mega Storm Water Drainage Projects with 
the cumulative cost of 133 crores by JKERA in Srinagar City.
Taking a strong note of the unwarranted delays in the completion of 
some projects, the Lt Governor directed the concerned officers to en-
sure that projects do not remain languishing unnecessarily and regular 
reviews are conducted to remove bottlenecks and expedite progress. 
He also directed officers for coming up with a formal policy to incentiv-
ize the timely completion of projects.
While reviewing the pace of Wular Lake conservation project, the Lt 
Governor was apprised that a complete check has been put in place 
to avoid any kind of encroachments around the lake. The Lt Governor 
called for expediting the dredging and de-silting activities and efficient 
utilization of funds allocated for the purpose.
He exhorted upon officers to furnish regular status reports to the gov-
ernment on regular intervals depicting the work done adding that it 
will facilitate proper monitoring and filling up gaps and remove bottle-
necks, if any.
To take J&K towards inclusive development, while ensuring responsive 
and accountable governance, the Lt Governor asked the officers to go 
the extra mile to meet the developmental aspirations of the people.

Media Delegation Calls On LG...
Hafiz Ayaz Gani ,Editor Rising Kashmir; Shamim Mehraj Kashmir Mon-
itor; Nazir Masoodi, Bureau Chief NDTV; Khalid Hussain Gilani  Bureau 
Chief Zee TV; Zeenat Zeeshan, Bureau Chief Republic TV; Mufti Islah, 

Bureau Chief  CNN/IBN; Sanam Aijaz, Pr. Correspondent Gulistan TV 
and Shabir Ahmad Bureau Chief ETV .
Journalists from National Media Association included Mohammad 
Salem Pandit, Bureau Chief Times of India; Mir Ehsan Bureau Chief 
Hindustan Times ; Tariq Ahmed Correspondent The Week; Basharat 
Masood Bureau Chief, Indian Express; Zaffar Iqbal; Azan Javid, Corre-
spondent, The Print.
The delegation also apprised Lt. Governor about various issues pertain-
ing to media fraternity in Kashmir valley.
The Lt. Governor assured them of government’s full support and sought 
their cooperation in building peaceful and prosperous Jammu and 
Kashmir. He told media persons that this is the first round of interac-
tion and more such will follow as this process of having interactions 
with media fraternity will be a continuous one.

Policeman Arrested On...
at police station Handwara. The accused cop Shabir Ahmed Dar was 
arrested accordingly.
  A police official declined to comment on the issue saying the case is 
looked at by SP Handwara.
  When contacted, SP Handwara Sandeep Chakarvarti said that the cop 
working in DySP DAR office has been arrested. “The accused has com-
mitted forgery and a case has been registered against him,” he said. 

Kashmir’s Banned Stones...
extraction-estimate and the receipts from these transactions had to be 
provided at the Department’s checkposts by the drivers of the tippers 
involved in the material’s transportation.
The quarry holders could revisit the office twice or more times in a 
month if they wished to recharge their quantity-estimate through 
more payment.
On what basis would the royalty amounts be fixed?
The official website of the Industry and Commerce Department of the 
Jammu and Kashmir government, states: “Geology and Mining Depart-
ment is authorized to receive royalty on extraction of Major as well as 
Minor Minerals in the state at the rates fixed by the Govt.”
However, in the words of a tipper driver, Shafeeq Hussain Bhat, this 
“simple” and officiated royalty arrangement ceased to exist in 2019, 
after the rules under SRO-105 were strictly enforced in Jammu and 
Kashmir.
SRO 105: Created an uproar in 2016, crippled miners after 2019
Ninety-six pages long, the Statute Regulatory Order (SRO) 105 had dis-
rupted the J&K assembly in June 2016.
The National Conference (NC), placed as the Opposition in a PDP-BJP 
ruled state government, had called it an ‘assault on Article 370’, as it 
made way for non-local participation in bidding for mineral excava-
tion in J&K.
The abrogation of the said article would later expose everything that it 
protected from non-local ventures along with destabilising the stone 
miners at home.
In the same month in 2016, a J&K Assembly panel had also recom-
mended the revocation of the SRO.
Headed by NC MLA Mohammed Akbar Lone, the panel had said in its 
report: “The order is in gross violation of the Constitution of Jammu 
and Kashmir, J&K Land Alienation Act, State Subject Law, J&K Trans-
fer of Property Act and J&K Land Grants Act. It ignores and disregards 
constitutional and statutory imperatives relevant to grant of licence, 
mining lease, quarry licence and other minor mineral concessions. It 
deprives the permanent residents of the state of their exclusive rights.”
It had advised the then-government to reframe the rules after consult-
ing all stakeholders.
But, three years later, even a year after the abrogation, no efforts have 
been taken to act upon the panel’s suggestions.
At that time, Ahsan Pardesi, the provincial youth vice-president of NC, 
in April 2016, had highlighted how the rules in the SRO had increased 
royalty rates that the “poor stone quarry men could not afford.”
Indeed most of the ‘stone quarry men’ come from humble backgrounds 
but had been financially stable (so far) because of their lineal never-
out-of-demand occupation.
But, shortly after the historic day of August 5, 2019, the demand for 
their services did not diminish but their legal conscience was put to 
test.
The controversial set of rules were implemented with much fervour 
following the events of last year’s August, resulting in a blanket ban on 
all stone mining activity in the new union territory (UT).
The SRO’s rules from 2016, implemented by an official circular in 2019, 
have disallowed any form of stone mining or extraction in J&K until all 
the newly prescribed documents, that the miners say are very time-
consuming to organise, are submitted.
With these developments bringing the industry to a halt, the Geology 
and Mining Department has stopped collecting royalties because there 
is no “legal” extraction to collect them for.
The absence of legalised extraction also meant that the people in this 
business have generated no legal income or income since a year.
What were the rules of SRO 105 that instantly disenfranchised miners?
The SRO 105 was signed on March 31, 2016, for “regulating the grant 
of various forms of mineral concession (permits) in respect of minor 
minerals, storage, transportation of minerals and prevention of illegal 
mining in the State”.
Because bajri, an essential raw material used in the construction of 
buildings, is derived from ground stones, it has been classified as a ‘mi-
nor mineral’ by the Department of Geology and Mining, making the 
people involved in its business liable to follow the new rules.
Under them, it has been stated that no person shall be granted any mi-
nor mineral concession in any area or will be allowed to commence 
mining operations for minor minerals in any area unless an approved 
mining plan, an environmental clearance, and a CTO (Consent to Oper-
ate) has been submitted to the Department by them.
These three prerequisites were made indispensable in 2016 and the 
move had led to an indirect but effective ban on all stone mining activi-
ties in Kashmir causing several people in the industry to protest.
They argued that their business was ancestral and hardly a threat to the 
environment, road safety, aesthetics, etc.
“We are all for sustainable development and are ready to follow the 

new procedures,” a miner said. “We have submitted all our documents 
for the clearance but haven’t heard from the concerned authorities. The 
Covid-19 lockdown is also responsible for the lag, but until then, can’t 
the Department give us short term permits so that we can earn a digni-
fied living? We have been mining these spots for 100 years!”
Describing the procedural intricacies of the new rules, Assistant Min-
eral Officer, Khurshid Mir, told Kashmir Observer that it has prescribed 
a three-course process before beginning mining activities.
“The mining plans have to be made and compiled as per scientific 
norms by a qualified person and then submitted to the appropriate 
authority,” Mir explained.
After that, he said, an environmental clearance (EC) needs to be sought.
“This can be applied for only after the mining plan has been approved 
because the very same is used as a base document for obtaining the 
EC. These clearances are provided by the State Environment Impact As-
sessment Authority of J&K.”
The authorities concerned with all the steps of the ‘three-course pro-
cess’ are completely different and unrelated to each other. Even for the 
final step, i.e CTO, the Pollution Control Board of the region has to be 
approached.
Speaking from his own experience and on the condition of anonymity, 
a district-level officer told Kashmir Observer that in 2019, the indepen-
dent committee that approved mining plans was chaired by the then-
Director of the Department of Geology and Mining and composed of 
other officials from the administrative setup.
But the quarry-holders who have plans approved from the committee 
pointed out that the ECs have not been granted.
“The mandate to grant ECs is with the State Environment Impact As-
sessment Authority, my office has no role to play in the entire process,” 
the official clarified.
But the legal changes of 2016 were approved by the Geology and Min-
ing office.
Breaking down the developments post SRO 105, Khurshid Mir in-
formed, “Since the order had suddenly compelled stone miners to 
submit whatnots, the then-government temporarily amended Rules 
104 and 105 (a) that covered the ‘Rights of existing concession hold-
ers’ and the ‘Rights of pending applicants’ respectively. The short-term 
amendment was done soon after the declaration of the rules and was 
reapplied every six months until orders from the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT), Supreme Court, and Pollution Control board demanded the 
strict implementation of SRO 105 in 2019.”
The ‘amendment’ being referred to had allowed the industry to main-
tain status quo from 2016 to 2019, while it readied itself for the trans-
formation under the new rules.
The Department continued with their old royalty system and the an-
cestral miners said that it was not “confusing to work with.”
They operated their stone quarries despite SRO 105’s expelling lan-
guage as the amendment – renewed every six months – had kept the 
familiar and “simple” system intact.
In the meantime, they also reorganised themselves into ‘clusters’, as 
commanded by the new rules, and got their clusters’ mining plans ap-
proved by the authorities.
The ordered regrouping had to be done with a maximum of 20 quarries 
in an area of not more than 50 hectares. The cluster had to have a name 
and choose a representative as its face.
Hilal Ahmad, the Vice-President of the United Quarry Association, be-
longs to Shalwani cluster of Pampore. Three stone mining clusters have 
been formed in his region, namely Bajar, Regand, and Shalwani. He said 
that his group would have received its EC by now if the triple attack of 
Article 370’s revocation, formation of UT, and Covid-19 outbreak had 
not broken the flow of the system.
Even Mushtaq Ahmed Bhat, a quarry holder from Athwajan belt who 
also operates quarries in other areas said that since the passing of the 
J&K Reorganisation Act of 2019, when most of the work was shifted 
from the erstwhile state’s offices to those in New Delhi, all the progress 
in meeting the ‘three requirements’ was lost in transition.
“We have sent our mining plans to the environmental authorities but 
they have done nothing on their front yet,” he said exasperatedly.
All that the miners say they want are short-term permits that will al-
low them to conduct their business without being arrested for illegal 
extraction. The three-course process has not been completed by most 
from the community for some reasons they are unwilling to take the 
blame for.
“There is an administrative lag,” Zeeshan Rehman, the Acting Chair-
person of the Senior Contractors Coordination Committee (J&K), told 
Kashmir Observer.
“We are with the government, if their aim is to make processes trans-
parent and conserve the environment. But they need to realise that 
they are taking excruciatingly long time and contradicting themselves. 
We are not being given our ECs or there is no political will to grant 
us, professional miners, short-term permits, but this August an order 
was passed enabling Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) to procure short-
term mining permits from the Department.”
When asked for the rationale behind the PRI-permission order, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, Pandurang Pole, told Kashmir Observer, 
“Ask the government body that looks after rural development.”
Khurshid Mir too spoke of the order nonchalantly indicating that it was 
hardly an issue for his office.
“Yes, the Department of Geology and Mining has been asked to get the 
three permissions on behalf of the PRIs. That has happened,” he added 
almost regrettably.

Police Arrest 5 For BSF Killings...
was sought from the DGP JKP Dilbagh Singh and today DGP has ac-
corded approval for seizure of the vehicles.
   Police said that the ambulance JK01AD-0915 was used to trans-
port the militants from Bijbehara to Pandach, Srinagar while Bike 
(JK01AH-2989) and Scooty (JK01V- 8288) were used to carry out the 
attack and escape after looting of weapons from the injured jawans. 
Ambulance JK01AF -9417 was used to transport the militants back to 
Bijbehara from Srinagar.
  “Furthermore, categorized militants of ISJK involved in the attack have 
also been neutralized in two separate encounters at Zadibal, Srinagar 
and Hatigam, Bijbehara and looted weapons of BSF jawans have also 
been recovered, it said.” 

Scientists Develop 
Portable Sterilisation Unit 
To Decontaminate PPEs

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI-  Scientists have 
developed a portable sterilisa-
tion unit using a new technolo-
gy called the hybrid sterilisation 
system that can decontaminate 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) necessary for combating 
COVID-19, allowing them to be 
used multiple times, a state-
ment said on Friday.

It can be used by health pro-
fessionals and other corona war-
riors for whom PPEs are essen-
tial and can prevent generation 
of hazardous solid waste from 
the protective gear, it added.

The Portable Optical Cav-
ity Sterilisation Unit (POSCU) 
to provide efficient and rapid 

decontamination of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and 
other household items has been 
developed by the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT) Tirupati 
and the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence Education and Research 
(IISER) Tirupati.

A working point-of-use steril-
isation unit has been developed 
with the support of the Science 
and Engineering Research Board 
(SERB), a body under the De-
partment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST).

"UV radiation is a proven 
method for sterilization. How-
ever, the lower penetration 
depth of UV-C and faster diver-
gence from the source can result 
in nonuniform treatment," the 

statement said.
The team consisting of Reet-

esh Kumar Gangwar and Arijit 
Sharma (both assistant profes-
sors of physics) and Shihabud-
heen Maliyekkal, assistant 
professor of civil and environ-
mental engineering, from IIT 
Tirupati has developed this 
hybrid sterilisation system con-
sisting of a UV radiation cavity, 
cold plasma and H2O2 (hydro-
gen peroxide) spray.

"Unlike the traditional UV 
systems, this unit follows the 
optical cavity concept to opti-
mise the use of photon flux in 
the treatment area. The system 
confines the UV radiation and 
enhances photon-flux and ster-
ilisation efficacy," the state-

ment said.
The coherent operation of UV-

C, cold plasma, and H2O2 spray 
further strengthens the ster-
ilisation efficiency due to more 
hydroxyl radical production.

The team is currently opti-
mising the design parameters, 
including UV dose, plasma, and 
H2O2 concentration, to get the 
optimum sterilisation perfor-
mance in a short contact time of 
less than two minutes.

Due to the non-thermal 
nature of the treatment, the 
proposed unit shall also find 
application in the sterilisation 
of other items such as packed 
and unpacked food, currency, 
and other household items, it 
added.     

Finmin Comes Out With Measures To 
Rationalise Non-Priority Expenditure
NEW DELHI- The government 
on Friday asked all ministries /
departments to review appoint-
ments of consultants, curtail 
functions and ban use of im-
ported paper for printing as part 
of measures to rationalise non-
priority expenditure.

The finance ministry has is-
sued the instructions on expen-
diture management with a view 
to improving the quality of pub-
lic expenditure, containing non-
developmental spending and 
ensuring availability of adequate 
resources for critical priority 
schemes, the Department of Ex-
penditure said.

"In the context of the present 
fiscal situation and the conse-
quent pressure on Government 
resources, there is a need for 
further economy and rationali-
sation of non-priority expendi-
ture, while protecting and pre-
serving priority expenditure," 
the department said in an office 
memorandum.

With regard to administra-

tive expenditure, the Depart-
ment of Expenditure, under 
the finance ministry, said no 
printing or publishing of books, 
publications, documents will be 
done on imported paper, except 
where printing is done abroad 
by Indian missions.

"Expenditures on functions 
such as celebrations of Foun-
dation Day etc, should be dis-
couraged or if felt necessary be 
appropriately curtailed. In any 
case, travel for such functions 
and provision of bags or me-
mentos should be avoided," the 
ministry said.

It asked all the ministries /de-
partments to carry out a review 
of the individual consultants ap-
pointed by them in consonance 
with the provisions of General 
Financial Rules (GFR) and reduce 
the number of consultants to the 
minimum requirement.

"Due economy may be ob-
served while determining the 
fees of the consultants and care 
may be taken that such fees 

are not disproportionate to the 
quality and quantity of work to 
be carried out by the consul-
tants," it added.

With regard to new positions, 
it said there will be a ban on cre-
ation of new posts, except with 
the approval of the expenditure 
department.

"If any post has been created 
after July 1, 2020, under delegat-
ed powers or authority, without 
approval of Expenditure Depart-
ment and have not yet been filled, 
then shall posts shall not be filled. 
If it is deemed absolutely essen-
tial to fill them, proposals may be 
sent for approval of Department 
of Expenditure," it added.

Earlier this week, the finance 
ministry had asked ministries / 
departments/ PSUs and public 
sector banks not to print calen-
dars, diaries, greeting cards and 
schedulers in physical format 
henceforth.

It also banned printing of cof-
fee-table books and instead en-
couraged use of e-books.   (PTI)
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
Officer shifted for 
7th time, goes on leave
Observer News Service

Srinagar -  The principal secretary, revenue, Sonali 
Kumar, has proceeded on leave following the recent 
transfers and postings in the state administration.

The high-ranking bureaucrat has been transferred 
for the seventh time in the changes announced yesterday.

During the two-and-a-Half year tenure of the coalition gov-
ernment, Kumar has been shifted $ax times from her posts.

Before the coalition government^ came to power, Sonali 
Kumar had been made the commissioner secretary, education, 
on May 1, 2002.

Soon after the new government took over, she was trans-
ferred to the technical education department as commissioner 
secretary in November

2003. In February the next year, she was transferred to 
industries and commerce, and four months later, in July 2003, 
to the higher and technical education department

After serving on that post for one year, she was transferred 
again in July 2004, and made the principal secretary of the for-
est department. The government shifted her again in April 2005, 
this time to the health and medical education department.

Yesterday’s revamp, which made her the principal sec-
retary of the revenue department, was the sixth time she was 
transferred in 2-and-a-half years.

Fed up with the repeated transfers and postings, Sonali 
Kumar, has gone on leave in protest, sources told the KNS. She 
has asked the government to grant her leave till October.

Kashmir Observer, September 05, 2000

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 40

ZUHR	 12: 32

ASR	 5:04

Magrib	 7:00
ISHA	 8:22

•	 1795 -  USA and Algiers sign peace treaty
•	 1800  - Malta surrenders to British after they blockade French 

troops
•	 1814 -Battle of Masurische Meren: Germans chase Russians out of 

East Prussia
•	  1864 -  British, French & Dutch fleets attacked Japan in Shimono-

seki Straits
•	 1914  - Great Britain, France, Belgium and Russia sign pact of Lon-

don
•	 1914 -  US President Woodrow Wilson orders US Navy to make its 

wireless stations accessible for any transatlantic communica-
tions - even to German diplomats sending coded messages; leads 
to interception of the Zimmermann telegram, helping bring the 
US into the war

•	 1915 -  Anti-war conference in Zimmerwald, Switzerland
•	 1915 -  Tsar Nicholas II, distressed by increasing Russian losses, as-

sumes personal command of his nation’s military forces; clearly a 
symbolic act and devastating for his leadership

•	 1937  - Spanish Civil War: Llanes falls
•	 1939  - FDR declares US neutrality at start of WW II in Europe
•	 1939  - New Zealand Prime Minister, Michael Joseph Savage de-

clares New Zealand’s support for Britain in the war with Germany; 
Savage famously told the nation ‘where she goes, we go. Where 
she stands, we stand’

•	 1942  - Battle at Alam Halfa ends
•	 1942 -  British & US bomb Le Havre & Bremen
•	 1944  - Allies liberate Brussels
•	 1944 -  Belgium, Luxembourg & Netherlands sign customs Unity 

treaty
•	 1953  - 1st privately operated atomic reactor-Raleigh, NC
•	 1953 -  US give Persian premier Zahedi $45 million aid
•	 1958  - 1st color video recording on magnetic tape presented, 

Charlotte, North Carolina
•	 1961 -  JFK begins underground nuclear testing
•	 1961 - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern Kazakh/Semipali-

tinsk USSR
•	 1973 -  Conference of less developed countries approves form-

ing “producers’ associations” and calls for withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from occupied Arab lands

•	 1977  - Voyager 1 (US) launched toward fly-by of Jupiter, Saturn
•	 1978  - Anwar Sadat, Menachem Begin and Jimmy Carter begin 

Egypt-Isreal peace conference at Camp David
•	 1980  - World’s longest road tunnel, St Gotthard in Swiss Alps, opens
•	 1983 -  8th Space Shuttle Mission-Challenger 3-lands at Edwards 

AFB
•	 1984  - 12th Space Shuttle Mission (41-D) -Discovery 1- lands at 

Edwards AFB
•	 1986 -  Hijacking of aircraft Pan Am 73 at Karachi airport, Paki-

stan, 20 passengers killed
•	 1986  - NASA awards study contracts to 5 aerospace firms
•	 1986  - NASA launches DOD-1
•	 1990 - Iraqi President Saddam Hussein urges Arabs to rise against 

the West
•	 1991 - Nelson Mandela chosen as president of African National 

Congress
•	 1996  - Following US cruise missile strikes on Iraq, crude oil prices 

rise as the market speculates when Iraq will begin exporting oil 
under UN Resolution 986

•	 19970- Athens in Greece, selected to host 2004 Olympics

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

 16 Muharram
1442
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

NIT NO 58 OF R&B/Khanabal/2020-21 /E-TENDERING/3258-68 DATED 03-09-2020           
 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&Ke-tenders are invited on item rate 
basis (as the case may be) from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State 
Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
 
 
 

1. 

DIPK-5036/20	 (ErQaziJaveed Amin)
					              Executive Engineer,

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
 

 e-NIT No:-    67  /EE/SSDG/DATED:-02-9-2020 
 

 

 

 

 DIPK-5092/20

ASF 
ENTERPRISES
SALE AND SERVICE OF 

COMPUTERS
 2nd Floor Munir Manzil 

Regal Chowk Srinagar (J&K)

Ph. 0194-2477949, 
9419001176,  7006122596 

Sale And Service Of 
Laptops, Desktops, Printers, 

Photocopiers, Faxes, And 
Refilling Of All Types Of 

Catridges, Toners Registered 
Government Order Suppliers.

Info

LG launches online performance 
assessment system for JKAS officers
The Sparrow system is aimed at streamlining the entire performance appraisal process
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 4: Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched 
the Smart Performance Appraisal 
Report Recording Online Window 
(SPARROW) system for J&K Admin-
istrative Service officers, at the Raj 
Bhavan here today.

The Performance Appraisal Re-
ports of AIS officers are submitted on 
the SPARROW Portal. On the same 
analogy, the Government of J&K has 
decided to switch over from manual 
to online generation and recording of 
Annual Performance Reports in re-
spect of members of J&K Administra-
tive Service on this system.

The technological intervention is 
going to benefit around 1289 officers 
and is aimed at bringing more trans-
parency, avoiding loss of Appraisal 
Reports during transition, ensuring 
better monitoring and timely comple-
tion of performance appraisals

The Project is being implement-
ed by J&K e-Governance Agency, 
Information Technology Department 
in collaboration with National Infor-
matics Centre and the General Ad-
ministration Department.

The Sparrow System will not 
only overcome the delay in the pro-
cessing of the manual recording of  
APRs but will also facilitate the elec-
tronic filing through a user-friendly 
interface - anywhere,  anytime. The 
system would streamline the APR 
life-cycle. It would be a major Ad-
ministrative Reform. Recording and 
movement of e-APR forms will be 
seamless, quick, and convenient due 
to in-built alert mechanisms and on-
line status checks through different 

modes during the workflow.
The General   Administration   

Department as Custodian would 
send online blank APR forms to the 
individual officer being reported 
upon. The concerned officer would 
fill Self Appraisal online for its sub-
mission to his/her Reporting Offi-
cer. The APR would move from Re-
porting Officer to Reviewing Officer 
and finally to the Accepting Author-
ity in a time-bound and seamless 
manner.

LG meets Civil 
Services qualifiers

S
RINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 
4: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, met this 
year’s Civil Services qual-

ifiers from the valley, at the Raj 
Bhavan here today.

Sh. Sabzar Ahmad Ganie 
hailing from Kokernag, Anant-
nag and Sh. Rayeas Hussain from 
Gurez, Bandipora met with the Lt 
Governor.

In his interaction with the 
selected officers the Lt Governor 
underlined that their success is 
not only a matter of pride for the 
entire J&K but it will also inspire 
many to prepare and compete for 
the coveted services.

The Lt Governor observed 
that during his ongoing string 
of public outreach programmes 
across J&K, he had the oppor-

tunity to interact with a lot of 
youngsters who he says are 
bright, ambitious, and exude 
confidence. The UT government 
is committed to provide them 
the best enabling environment to 
facilitate and nurture their capa-
bilities. The youth of J&K are in-
trinsically very capable and can 
drive change in the Union Terri-
tory, he added.

While congratulating the 
Civil Service qualifiers and ap-
preciating their hard work, he 
urged them to work with absolute 
honesty and total dedication for 
advancing the welfare of the peo-
ple they are called upon to serve. 
He asked them to be the vital 
drivers of development and prog-
ress of the Nation and wished all 
of them bright careers ahead.

Prof. Naseer Assumes Charge of Registrar IUST
Awantipora: Prof. Naseer Iqbal has 
assumed the charge of Registrar, Is-
lamic University of Science and Tech-
nology (IUST). Prior to this, Prof. Nas-
eer served as Director, North Campus 
University of Kashmir. 

 After assuming the charge, 
Prof. Naseer had an interaction 
with various officers of IUST here 
on Thursday. During the interac-
tion, Prof. Naseer stressed on con-

verting the challenges into oppor-
tunities so that IUST can achieve 
new heights in its academic run 
and research outputs besides ful-
filling the societal demands in the 
present scenario. 

“Availability of decent in-
frastructure, neat & clean envi-
ronment, hygiene, fool-proof and 
dedicated security & monitor-
ing system, students/staff/visi-

tors grievance redressal system, 
timely execution of works, proper 
documentation will be my top pri-
orities while working as Registrar 
IUST”, he declared. 

Prof Naseer said that students 
are the central part of the Univer-
sity system and “all of us have 
to put our efforts and expertise 
together to facilitate students in 
their academic journey”. 

He appreciated the efforts of 
the IUST staff for the growth and 
development of the University 
and hoped that every IUST family 
member will further contribute 
and work with more dedication for 
making IUST a world class learn-
ing centre. The participating offi-
cers congratulated and welcomed 
Prof. Naseer for assuming the 
charge of Registrar, IUST.

CUK’s 
Biotechnology 
Deptt holds webinar

G
anderbal, Sept 4: Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, Cen-
tral University of Kashmir 
(CUK), Thursday organised 

an international webinar on "Chang-
ing the Mindset: Driving Innovations 
and Technology" at its Green Campus 
here with Vice Chancellor, Prof. Meh-
raj ud Din Mir and Registrar, Prof. M 
Afzal Zargar attending it online.

The webinar talk was given by 
Prof. Khalid Shah, Director, Center 
for Stem Cell Therapeutics & Imaging 
Principal Faculty, Harvard Stem Cell 
Institute, Harvard Medical School, 
MA, USA. Speaking on the occasion, 
Prof. Khalid Shah, underscored the 
importance of open-mindedness, hard 
work, perseverance, and an evolving 
mindset for a successful professional 
outcome. He talked about the use of 
stem cells to inhibit tumor growth by 
targeting angiogenesis or selectively 
inducing apoptosis in proliferating 
brain cancer and in drug-resistant 
cancer models. His studies are 
‘breakthrough’ research in stem cell 
therapy and have been published in a 
number of high end journals catching 
the attention in the public domain.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Mehraj ud 
Din Mir, in his speech highlighted the 
importance of changing the mindset 
and the importance of that change of 
mindset in innovations.

DAK welcomes HC order on 
private practice ban  
Srinagar: Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK) 
on Friday welcomed the High Court order on 
ban of private practice by doctors working in 
government-run hospitals.

Jammu and Kashmir High Court yesterday 
in its order said doctors cannot be permitted to 
use their employment and public facilities for 
building private practices and commercial ex-
ploitation. “Private practice is taking a heavy 
toll on poor patients,” said DAK President Dr 
Nisar ul Hassan. “It is ironic that full-time 
government doctors are allowed to run private 
clinics depriving poor and underprivileged of 
essential health care,” he said.

DAK President said private practice has eaten 
away our health institutions and is responsible for 
rising corruption in health and medical education.

“Doctors spend most of their time in pri-
vate clinics and are not available in the hos-

pitals. Their attention and time is directed to-
wards their private clinics,” he said.

“They misuse hospital facilities for their 
private patients at the cost of poor patients who 
have no resources to attend private clinics.”

“The dual practice creates a pervasive in-
centive for doctors to increase waiting time 
in government hospitals so that patients are 
forced to go to private hospitals.”

Dr Nisar said if a doctor entertains a huge 
number of patients in morning and evening at 
his/her private clinic, with tired mind what jus-
tice he/she can deliver to patients at hospitals.

“Doctors use public hospitals as recruiting 
grounds for their private practice and orches-
trate scenarios to generate business for their 
clinics.” He said patients in government hospi-
tals are left to mercy of trainees who lack exper-
tise to handle complicated cases.



O
ur Joys knew no bounds the moment it was 
announced that this year the academic ses-
sion would be started earlier as on 24th 
February,2020.After spending an obnoxious 

seven months at home,our children were suffering 
emotionally and experiencing a social ache.They had 
been thrust into an extremely difficult situation. Now, 
they had a reason to be excited which was palpable.

My daughter was also flying above the skies.We 
shopped her favourite“back to school” stuff.She was 
very excited to meet her friends and teachers whom 
she missed a lot.In the preceding night, she couldn't 
even sleep out of excitement.

After such a long spell of inactivity it was not an 
easy job to re-establish the routine. But enthusiastic 
students were trying hard to get back on the track. 
For a week, everything went very well. However, 
as usual,our happiness was short lived and a pall of 
gloom descended upon us when the Covid– 19 pan-
demic came knocking on our doors. It snowballed 
so fast that everything got entrapped and came to a 
grinding halt.

Fortunately or unfortunately, it didn't come as a 
surprise to our children as they are already quite fa-
miliar with the shutdowns. All these years, children 
of the valley have been affected but parents have nev-
er given up.AsCovid -19 has changed everything, the 
burden of responsibilities has fallen on the shoulders 
of parents yet again.

The pandemic has taken a toll on everyone’s 
mental health. It takes a lot of patience to console, 
calm and control our children. However, the sooner 
we understand our new roles, the more peaceful our 
lives will be.

Educational institutions play a major role 

in the upbringing of children.The way teachers 
engage them in different activities cannot be re-
placed by any virtual learning.Teachers know 
when to be tough or tender. For parents, it is not 
an easy task to take over their roles and respon-
sibilities. It is no wonder then that many parents 
in Kashmir are using a comical yet revealing 
phrase, School KarGassunYelleh, Tawanus Ha 
Lageh (When will schools re-open, so that we can 
save ourselves from the trouble and tough times 
that our kids are giving us at home).

Nevertheless we must admit that the lockdown 
period has given us ample time and opportunity to 
develop a strong bond with our children.It has been 
a blessing in disguise to find and better ourselves 
in many ways.

Earlier, we didn’t get the time to know about 
our children’s day. These days, due to online 
classes, we’re having the opportunity to monitor 
their interactions closely and help them accord-
ingly. This has proved beneficial as we’re develop-
ing a more understanding bond with our kids and 
are raising them better.

Additionally, men have started sharing fam-
ily responsibilities. From cleaning to cooking, many 

men are doing their bit. This has brought in the 
necessary realisation that the whole burden of the 
household must not fall on the women of the house. 
They need to enjoy their own time and space. Fathers 
and mother working together and dividing work at 
home is also bound to develop the same sensibility in 
the kids for the longer run.

In the absence of any avenue to socialise with 
their friends, we must ensure that children get to 
have a good family time. We have to be their best bud-
dies. We can start with staying with them through 
their homework, give them company as they watch 
their favourite shows and can also actively involve 
them in small house chores like setting the table. 
This will also prove beneficial to our own mental 
health; as our children will prove to be a beacon of 
hope for us in these tumultuous times.

Our children are the reflection of our behaviour.
The way we react will determine their future behav-
iour as well. The more we try to stay calm and pa-
tient, the more we can groom them into the civilized 
and cultured human beings.

Patience is one of the main life skills and the key 
to deal with our kids smartly and strategically.If we 
can keep it cool with our kids, we can be patient with 

others as well.
In addition to patience, we also need some sem-

blance of discipline within our household. This has 
been especially difficult to do during the pandemic 
lockdowns. Covid 19 is taking a heavy toll on us both 
physically and mentally.

Therefore, we have to gear up to remain active. 
Doing aerobics, yoga, zumba and playing games with 
our children will not only ease off mental stress but 
will also keep everyone fit.

Another beneficial activity can be getting our 
kids to explore their creative sides.Once we try to 
engage our children in creative pursuits, it becomes 
quite easy to go through the hard times.Our support 
and appreciation can bring the best out of them. Once 
we help them find their creative side, it will keep the 
engaged, motivated and happy.

Roles have evolved and changed during these 
times and we’re all trying to put out best foot forward. 
Teachers have entered households and parents have 
entered the eco system of schools. Therefore, the job 
has become advanced and challenging. With the right 
mind set, collaborative behaviour and understanding, 
we can surely overcome these new obstacles.

As we juggle our responsibilities, let us also 
remember those among us who are not privileged 
enough to have resources or even loved ones to assist 
them. It has become imperative to look out for these 
people and extend help. Good parenting always in-
volves good role models. Be one for your children!

The author can be reached 
at Riyazahm72@gmail.com
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Teachers have entered 
households and parents have 

entered the eco system of 
schools. Therefore, the job has 
become advanced and 
challenging. With the right mind 
set, collaborative behaviour and 
understanding, we can surely 
overcome these new obstacles

Simplistic Solution 
for a Complex Problem

I
n August last year, Parliament removed Articles 370 
and 35A of the Constitution from the statute book, 
effectively emasculating the special status of Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K). It followed this up by carving 

out two Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh from the 
State of J&K. The asymmetric character of the Indian fed-
eral structure notwithstanding, the manner in which the 
changes were effected caused a great deal of dissonance. 
Criticism was, nevertheless, muted given assurances 
that the step would ensure a more closely integrated Indi-
an Union. Pakistan, predictably, criticised the step, while 
China raised its voice observing that the bifurcation of 
J&K and the voiding of Article 370 should not be seen as 
solely India’s internal matter.

Use of ‘shock and awe’
The August 2019 move confirmed the Centre’s will-

ingness to resort to ‘shock and awe’ tactics to achieve 
pre-determined objectives, irrespective of whether the 
end results were achievable or not. The move on J&K was 
unexpected, the closest parallel possibly being demoneti-
sation. In both instances, the decisions were taken in ut-
most secrecy, leaving no scope for discussion, debate or 
retreat. The rashness of the determination to ‘cross the 
Rubicon’, and erase the notion of a separate ‘Kashmiri 
identity’, was not dissimilar (though in a totally different 
context) to the use of air power to hit targets inside Paki-
stan (in February 2019).

Ruling party spokesmen went to considerable lengths 
to argue that the August 2019 decision was aimed at end-
ing an anomaly that had existed for long, and had imped-
ed Kashmir’s peace and progress. To sugar-coat the deci-
sion, prospects were held out of vastly enlarged economic 
and job opportunities, reduction in levels of terrorist 
violence, closer integration with the rest of India, etc. At 
the time, much of India seemed to accept this line of argu-
ment, though there were quite a few who objected to the 
stealth and secrecy that preceded the announcement of 
abrogation of two key Articles of the Indian Constitution, 
and the stringent security measures that were enforced 
across J&K, immediately prior to and subsequently.

Unrealised goals, concerns
The laundry list of achievements and missed targets 

post-August 2019, however, suggest that the intended 
objectives of bringing Kashmir into the national main-
stream, reducing levels of violence within the Union 
Territory, and expansion of jobs and economic opportu-
nities, are still to happen. Levels of violence continue to 
remain high, broadly approximating to what existed in 
earlier periods. The only silver lining has been the elimi-
nation of some top leaders of terrorist outfits, such as the 
Hizbul Mujahideen.

The incarceration of several senior political leaders 
for several months under various provisions of the law, 
including the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 
has, meanwhile, undermined faith in the Centre’s com-
mitment to an early return to orderly political discourse. 
Senior leaders like former Chief Minister, Mehbooba 
Mufti, still remain in custody. Prominent National Con-

ference leaders, Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah, 
have been released from custody, but continue to face 
restrictions, with regard to any kind of political activ-
ity. Peoples Conference chief Sajad Lone was released 
after spending almost a year in preventive detention. 
The widespread concern about human rights and human 
rights violations in Kashmir, hence, appears justified. 
As former Supreme Court of India judge, Justice Madan 
Lokur, observed in a recent newspaper article, that even 
a form of house arrest is a matter of grave human rights 
concern.

Among other major concerns has been the difficulty 
faced by the populace in accessing information, follow-
ing the snapping of high speed Internet connections. Stu-
dents, in particular, have faced serious problems on ac-
count of the lack of access to high speed Internet. Another 
has been the State government’s announcement (in May 
this year), to notify the J&K Grant of Domicile Certificate 
Procedure Rules, 2020 and set a fast track process in mo-
tion. The domicile certificate issue has become a ‘ticking 
time-bomb’, with some political parties declaring that it 
could “change the demography of the erstwhile State of 
J&K”. The latest notification allows non-locals to apply 
for domicile certificates, thus potentially opening the 
floodgates for ‘outsiders’ to settle in the State, acquire 
property, and also apply for jobs in an already scarce job 
market.

Even Jammu which had less to lose on account of the 
changes effected in August last year, has its own list of 
concerns, mainly relating to the likely influx of outsiders 
into the State following the removal of restrictions. The 
inability of local businesses to compete with goods from 
outside is another of their special concerns. Together 
with the higher cost of manufacture in J&K, as also the 
need to import raw material from elsewhere, concerns 
abound about their ability to compete with ‘outsiders’.

The complexity of Kashmir
India has had problems with Kashmir ever since 1947. 

The reasons are too well known to merit repetition. Suc-
cessive governments in Delhi and Srinagar have wrestled 
with the problem. Kashmir has also figured prominently 
in at least four India-Pakistan conflicts, and the Kashmir 
issue has been a constant irritant in India-Pakistan rela-
tions. Anyone who deigns to read the debates in the Unit-
ed Nations on Kashmir during the 1950s and 1960s, and 
even subsequently, will understand the complexity of the 
Kashmir problem. Every government in Delhi has dealt 
with Kashmir during their tenure in office, and there has 
been no lack of trying on their part to solve the issue.

Many options on how to deal with the problem have 
been previously explored. In the past, the security prob-
lem had attracted the attention of renowned internation-
al experts, with experience in dealing with insurrections, 
sub-nation tensions, terrorism, and various other facets 
of organised and unorganised violence. During the final 
decades of the 20th Century, many saw a parallel between 
the situation in Kashmir and that prevailing in Northern 
Ireland. There was also a steady exchange of ideas and 
concepts with a view to finding a solution. A major differ-

ence between Northern Ireland and Kashmir, however, 
was that unlike in the case of the former, Kashmir had 
two hostile neighbours, one of whom was intent on insti-
gating violence and providing a suitable ‘rear’ for terror-
ist elements.

Long shadow of world events
It is a moot point whether a long-standing problem 

of this nature can be solved merely by rejecting notions 
of a ‘separate Kashmiri identity’, disowning all talk of 
Kashmiri ‘insaniyat’ and ‘jamhooriyat’, and making 
Kashmiris pay for their past mistakes. An ingrained be-
lief that the solution lay in squeezing Kashmir’s politics 
into the ‘straitjacket’ of national politics, shorn of all past 
beliefs and practices, could prove to be highly misplaced. 
It would amount to proposing a simplistic solution for a 
complex problem.

The Kashmir problem cannot again be detached from 
the extant situation prevailing in parts of the world, 
where many existing systems are undergoing changes. 
This crucial aspect of current history cannot be voided.

Across the globe, for instance, radical Islamist ideas 
appear to be gaining ground, and the impact is being 
felt on youth in our region as well. No longer can it be 
solely attributed to the fallout of the Afghan Jihad of the 
1980s, for there are other forces such as the Islamic State 
in existence today, that are a force to reckon with. This 
must be recognised even as claims are being made that 
home-grown militancy in J&K has been extinguished. 
There are sizeable pockets of radical Islamist influence 
present in Kashmir today. One index is the existence of 
the so-called ‘unattached militant’. All such elements are 
driven by the power of an idea, and cannot be suppressed 
through sheer force. These are among the fundamental 
issues that need resolution in Kashmir.

Have debate, introspection
Current policy makers should not assume that it is a 

failure of imagination, or of policy making, that prevent-
ed past leaders from understanding and finding a solu-
tion for the Kashmir problem. It would be wise for lead-
ers in Delhi to be careful not to view immediate dividends 
as representing a new dawn, and should instead pause to 
try and ascertain what lies beyond the horizon. Restoring 
normalcy should be an urgent priority even if many of 
the senior political leaders in Kashmir belonging to the 
National Conference, the People’s Democratic Party, or 
PDP, the J&K Congress, and the J&K Peoples’ Conference 
appear highly critical of the Centre’s policies.

An intense debate must start as to where we go from 
here. Introspection after the initial one year has become 
essential. ‘Strong arm populism’ has its limits. A moment 
arises in the course of any struggle when it becomes nec-
essary to undertake value-based judgements. In Kash-
mir, the moment is now. We cannot afford any more ‘evo-
lutionary adaptations to an already dangerous social and 
complex environment’.

...
The Hindu

M.K. Narayanan

It is a moot point 
whether a long-

standing problem of 
this nature can be 
solved merely by 
rejecting notions of a 
‘separate Kashmiri 
identity’, disowning all 
talk of Kashmiri 
‘insaniyat’ and 
‘jamhooriyat’, and 
making Kashmiris pay 
for their past mistakes

Parenting In Pandemic 
As Covid -19 has changed everything, the burden of 

responsibilities has fallen on the shoulders of parents yet again.
Riyaz Kazmi
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How To Get Every Child To School
Now is the time for national governments and the international community 

to come together to give children and young people the opportunities they deserve
Gordon Brown

W
e write to call for urgent action to ad-
dress the global education emergency 
triggered by Covid-19. With more than 
one billion children still out of school 

because of the lockdown, there is a real and present 
danger that the public-health crisis will create a Co-
vid generation who loses out on schooling and whose 
opportunities are permanently damaged. While the 
more fortunate have had access to alternatives, the 
world's poorest children have been locked out of 
learning and denied Internet access. And with the 
loss of free school meals - once a lifeline for nearly 
400 million boys and girls - hunger has grown.

An immediate concern as we bring the lockdown 
to an end is the fate of an estimated 30 million chil-
dren who, according to Unesco, may never return to 
school. For these, the world's least-advantaged chil-
dren, education is often the only escape from poverty 
- a route that is in danger of closing.

Many of these children are adolescent girls for 
whom being in school is the best defense against 
forced marriage and the best hope for expanded op-
portunities. Many more are young children who risk 
being forced into exploitative and dangerous labour. 
And because education is linked to progress in virtu-
ally every area of human development - from child 
survival to maternal health, gender equality, job 
creation, and inclusive economic growth - the edu-
cation emergency will undermine the prospects for 
achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and potentially set back progress on gender 
equity by years. According to the World Bank, the 
long-term economic cost of lost schooling could be as 
much as $10 trillion.

We cannot stand by and allow these young peo-
ple to be robbed of their education and a fair chance 
in life. Instead, we should be redoubling our efforts 
to get all children into school - including the 260 mil-
lion already out of school and the 75 million children 
affected by protracted conflicts and forced displace-
ment, among whom are 35 million refugees or inter-
nally displaced people. We should provide them with 
the comprehensive help they need and make it possi-
ble for young people to start or resume their studies 
in school, as well as further and higher education.

There is a longer-term challenge. Even before 
Covid-19, the world faced a learning crisis. Over half 
of the children in developing countries suffer from 

"learning poverty" and even at age 11 have little or 
no basic literacy and numeracy skills. As a result, 
800 million of today's young people leave education 
with no qualifications whatsoever. If we are to avoid 
this, the millions of children who are now prepar-
ing to return to school, having lost over a half-year 
of education, need their governments to invest in 
catch-up programmes and proper learning assess-
ment. When schools reopened after Pakistan's 2005 
earthquake, attendance recovered, but four years 
later children had lost the equivalent of 1.5 years of 
schooling.

Resources are now urgently needed to get young 
people back into education and enable them to catch 
up. What is more, we should rebuild better: more 
support for online learning, personalised learning, 
and teacher training; conditional cash transfers for 
poor families; and safer schools that meet distancing 
rules. This should build on the enormous communi-
ty effort that has been displayed during the pandem-
ic and the coalition of global organisations that have 
now joined forces in the Save our Future initiative, 
launched on August 4.

Yet at the very time we need extra resources, 
education funding is in danger on three fronts:

. ?As slower or negative growth undermines tax 
revenues, less money may be available in almost every 
country for public services, including education.???

. ?When allocating limited funds, some govern-
ments may leave education crowded out and under-
funded as they prioritise expenditure on health and 
economic recovery.???

. ?Intensifying fiscal pressure in developed coun-
tries will result in reductions in international de-
velopment aid, including aid for education, which 
has already been losing out to other priorities in the 
allocation of bilateral and multilateral aid. There is 
also a danger that multilateral donors, who already 
under-invest in education, will reallocate funds.???

. The World Bank now estimates that, over the 
next year, overall education spending in low and 
middle-income countries could be $100-150 billion 
lower than previously planned.

This funding crisis will not resolve itself.
We call on the G20, the International Monetary 

Fund, the World Bank and regional development 
banks, and all countries to recognise the scale of the 
crisis and support initiatives to enable catching up 
and to resume progress toward SDG4.

First, every country should pledge to protect 
front-line education spending, prioritising the needs 
of the most disadvantaged children through condi-
tional and unconditional cash transfers to promote 
school participation, where possible.

Second, the international community must in-
crease aid for education, focusing on the most vul-
nerable, including the poor, girls, children in con-
flict situations, and the disabled. The quickest way 
to free up resources for education is through debt 
relief. The 76 poorest countries have to pay $86 bil-
lion in debt-service costs over the next two years. We 
call for debt suspension, with a requirement that the 
money for debt servicing be reallocated to education 
and other priority investments for children.

Third, the IMF should issue $1.2 trillion in Spe-
cial Drawing Rights (its global reserve asset) and its 
membership should agree to channel these resourc-
es toward the countries that need them most, creat-
ing a platform for recovery.

And fourth, the World Bank should unlock more 
support for low-income countries through a supple-
mentary International Development Association 
budget, and - following the lead of the United King-
dom and the Netherlands, which have now pledged 
$650 million to the new International Finance Fa-
cility for Education to help unlock billions in extra 
finance for education in lower-middle-income coun-
tries - invite additional guarantees and grants from 
donors. This is in addition to the replenishment over 
next two years of the Global Partnership for Edu-
cation, scaled-up investment in Education Cannot 
Wait, and continued support for the UN agencies fo-
cused on education and children (led by Unesco and 
Unicef). We also call on private-sector corporations 
and foundations to make support for global educa-
tion a greater priority.

Sustainable human development can only be 
built on a foundation of quality education. While the 
challenges are momentous, the impact of the crisis on 
children has made us even more determined to realise 
the ambition contained in SDG4, that ours can be the 
first generation in history in which every child is in 
school and has the chance to develop their potential to 
the fullest. Now is the time for national governments 
and the international community to come together 
to give children and young people the opportunities 
they deserve and to which they are entitled.

...
Project Syndicate

Ideal Teacher: The Right 
Mix Of Chalk And Challenges

Happy Teachers day! 

N
o matter how old we grow, the 
lessons taught by our teachers 
can never be forgotten. Good 
teaching is more a giving of 

right questions than a giving of right 
answers. Let us remember, one book, 
one pen, one child and one teacher can 
change the world. Dear readers, teach-
ing is the one profession that creates all 
other professions. That is why no better 
tributes have been paid to any man on 
earth than to the teacher. East or west, 
everywhere he has been respected. He 
has been called the architect of nation, 
the harbinger of the progress of the cul-
ture, the maker of man and the maker of 
history. Like a gardener caressing the 
plants, he caresses the young human be-
ings and looks after their physical, men-
tal and social growth and development. 
God created man in his own image, the 
teacher fashions the child in his image. A 
teacher effects eternity. He can never tell 
where his influence stops. 

Famous educators plan new system 
of pedagogy, but it is the teachers who 
direct and guide the young. Theylive in 
obscurity and contend with hardship. 
For them no trumpets flare, no chari-
ots wait and no golden decorations are 
decreed. They keep the watch along the 
border of darkness and make the attack 
on the treacle’s of ignorance and folly. 
Patient in their daily work, they strive 
to conquer the evilpowers whichare 
the enemies of the youth. They awak-
enthe sleeping spirit. They quicken 
the indolent, encourage the eager and 
steady the unstable. 

Teachers communicate their own 
joys in learning and share with boys and 
girls the best treasures of their mind. 
They light many candles which in later 
years will shine back to cheer them. 
This is their reward. Knowledge may 
be gained from books, but the love for 
knowledge is transmitted only by per-
sonal conduct.

       Certainly heavy responsibilities 
lie on the shoulders of a teacher. A uni-
versity degree or diploma does not make 
him an ideal teacher. Of course it quali-
fies him for the profession. And to be 
an ideal teacher there should be proper 
and the harmonious development of the 
qualities of head,heart, hand and health.

The ideal teacher makes the stu-

dentsspell bound by his very presence in 
the class. Young children fall in love at the 
first sight and develop instantaneous loy-
alties with the good looking teacher. The 
charming and dynamic personality really 
does wonders. He has calm nature, winning 
looks, serene face and pleasant demeanor. 
He has sound physical health which brings 
in him enthusiasm, vigour, vitality and dy-
namism, so important for the job.

         He possess high intellectual 
caliber. The profession itself demands 
deep understanding, logical reasoning 
power, resourcefulness, tact, intuition 
and memory. To meet the call of profes-
sion, he keeps hisinterest broad and var-
ied. He has deep thirst for knowledge. He 
has keen power of observation and an 
inquisitive approach to every new situ-
ation. His mental horizon is widened by 
acquiring more and more experience by 
studying more and more, and by assimi-
lating new facts in order to impart the 
same to the young learners. In a way, he 
is a student, a learner throughout his life 
coming true to Tagore’s statement, “A 
teacher can never truly teach unless he 
is still learning himself”.

      With fortitude to combat any 
problem, with forbearance to face any 
hardship, with restraint to cool anger 
and frustration, with composure to bring 

peace of mind, with selfless submission 
to his profession, with resignation to di-
vine will and with faith in himself and 
in the Almighty, an ideal teachers is that 
of a super person. He is all cheerful and 
optimistic who teaches the students with 
delight and creates a delightful learning 
atmosphere in the class. It was for such 
an ideal teacher that saint Kabir pointed 
out, “Teacher and God, both are standing 
before me.Whom would I pay obeisance?I 
bow to my teacher who guided me to God.”

         Such a teacher is motivated by 
sound philosophy of life. He is a live wire 
whose mission is to transmit desirable 
values in the young men through the 
medium of enlightened instructions and 
personal influence.

An educational institution is a wor-
ship of wisdom, seed bed of character, a 
citadel of discipline and nursery of na-
tion. Its success depends upon the ideal 
teacher. We may not expect every teach-
er to be hall marks of genius but the ideal 
for a teacher is set. 

Some years back I went to a reputed 
school as a guest lecturer. At the very out-
set of my class, I asked all the students of 
the class what they wanted to become in 
life. Many answered, IAS officer, Doctor, 
Engineer, Pilot, KAS officer etc and list 
was long. But not a single student said, 

teacher or lecturer or professor. It ap-
palled me to hear that none of them opted 
for teaching in life. Then I remembered 
the words of J. Barzun he says, “Teach-
ing is not a lost art but a lost tradition”.

 Is teaching profession an unimport-
ant one? Of course not. Teachers help 
students to shake off ignorance, vices 
and evils of the society. In other words, 
teachers can change lives with just the 
right mix of chalk and challenges. Alex-
ander the Great stated the importance 
of teachers saying, “I am indebted to my 
father for living, but to my teacher for 
living well. 

In the developed world, teachers 
hold a high position with high social sta-
tus and earn decently. But the case isa 
little different in the land of ours. Many 
do not whole heartedly  want to become 
teachers and the society still has a long 
way to give due regard for teachers as 
teaching is not just for making money 
but cultivating noble and novel ideas in 
the pupils. Once AdulKalam was asked 
how he would like to be remembered by 
the world: a scientist or Bharat Ratna 
recipient or the President of India or 
the Missile Man?  But APJ Abdul Kalam 
wished to be remembered as a teacher! 
He said, “If a country is to be corruption 
free and become a nation of beautiful 
minds, I strongly feel there are three key 
societal members who can make a dif-
ference. They are the father, the mother 
and the teacher”.

I honour all the ideal teachers on 
“World Teacher Day” who have had a 
profound impact on the way they teach 
and whose influence can live in through 
generations afterwards. Happy Teach-
ers Day. A day kept aside to honour the 
gifted souls who work every day to make 
sure that the future is bright for all of us.  
On this beautiful occasion, let we take 
the opportunity to convey our wishes to 
all our teachers who had given impec-
cable contribution in shaping us. Let all 
of us also pray for those teachers who 
had left for heavenly abode and touched 
our lives with their powerful and abid-
ing influence on the total make up of our 
personalities. Let light perpetual shine 
upon them. May noble souls of all the de-
parted teachers rest in peace.

...
The author can be reached 

at Khanhussain.ang@gmail.com

Mohammad Hussain Khan.

They keep the 
watch along the 

border of darkness and 
make the attack on the 
treacle’s of ignorance and 
folly. Patient in their daily 
work, they strive to 
conquer the evil powers 
which are the enemies of 
the youth. They awaken 
the sleeping spirit. They 
quicken the indolent, 
encourage the eager and 
steady the unstable. 
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
Mechanical Hospital & Central 

Heating Division Srinagar

CANCELLATION
  Subject: -      1. Complete servicing of CPE 100, 517 Cfm air compressor A & B of 800 LPM oxygen plant  
installed at Govt. Super speciality Hospital  sgr.
                          2. Servicing of Elgi make Air Compressor  feeding medical air supply at Govt. SMHS  Hospital  
Srinagar.

  References:     1.This office NIT no: MHCHD/TS /2020-21/04/e-tendering Dated 05.05.2020.
                          2. This office NIT no: MHCHD/TS /2020-21/06 Dated 12.05.2020.

In view of the administrative reasons, the above referred e-Nit issued by this office is here by can-
celled.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer                   
       MHCH   Division    

DIPK-5046/20             Srinagar.
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Helping other people, 
showing some act of 
kindness to others can be 
good for people's health 

and well-being, according to re-
search published by the American 
Psychological Association.

However, not all good-hearted 
behavior is equally beneficial 
to the giver. The strength of the 
link depends on many factors, 
including the type of kindness, 
the definition of well-being, and 
the giver's age, gender and other 
demographic factors.

The study was published in the 

journal Psychological Bulletin.
"Prosocial behavior--altruism, 

cooperation, trust, and compas-
sion--are all necessary ingredi-
ents of a harmonious and well-
functioning society," said lead 
author Bryant P.H. Hui, PhD, a re-
search assistant professor at the 
University of Hong Kong.

"It is part of the shared culture 
of humankind, and our analysis 
shows that it also contributes to 
mental and physical health," the 
author added.

Previous studies have sug-
gested that people who engage 
in more prosocial behavior are 
happier and have better mental 

and physical health than those 
who don't spend as much time 
helping others. However, not all 
studies have found evidence for 
that link, and the strength of the 
connection varies widely in the 
research literature.

To better understand what 
drives that variation, Hui and 
his colleagues performed a me-
ta-analysis of 201 independent 
studies, comprising 198,213 total 
participants, that looked at the 
connection between prosocial 
behavior and well-being. Over-
all, they found that there was a 
modest link between the two. Al-
though the effect size was small, 

it is still meaningful, according to 
Hui, given how many people per-
form acts of kindness every day.

Digging deeper into the re-
search, Hui and his colleagues 
found that random acts of kind-
ness, such as helping an older 
neighbor carry groceries, were 
more strongly associated with 
overall well-being than formal 
prosocial behavior, such as sched-
uled volunteering for a charity.

That may be because informal 
helping is more casual and spon-
taneous and may more easily 
lead to forming social connec-
tions, according to Hui. Informal 
giving is also more varied and 

less likely to become stale or mo-
notonous, he said.

The researchers also found a 
stronger link between kindness 
and what is known as eudaimon-
ic well-being (which focuses on 
self-actualization, realizing one's 
potential, and finding meaning in 
life), than between kindness and 
hedonic well-being (which refers 
to happiness and positive feelings).

The effects varied by age, ac-
cording to Hui, who began this 
research at the University of 
Cambridge. Younger givers re-
ported higher levels of overall 
well-being, eudaimonic well-be-
ing, and psychological function-

ing, while older givers reported 
higher levels of physical health.

Also, women showed stronger 
relationships between proso-
ciality and several measures of 
well-being compared with men-
-perhaps because women are 
stereotypically expected to be 
more caring and giving, and thus 
derive a stronger sense of good 
feelings for acting in accordance 
with those social norms, accord-
ing to the study.

Finally, the researchers found 
that studies that were specifi-
cally designed to measure the 
connection between prosociality 
and well-being showed a stron-

ger link between the two than 
studies that analyzed data from 
other large surveys not specifi-
cally designed to study the topic.

Future research should examine 
several other potentially important 
moderators that the research liter-
ature has largely ignored so far, the 
researchers suggest - for example, 
the potential effects of givers' eth-
nicity and social class. Researchers 
might also examine whether more 
prosociality is always a good thing, 
or whether there is an "ideal level" 
of prosociality beyond which too 
much kindness and giving become 
detrimental to the giver, according 
to Hui.

ACT OF KINDNESS BENEFIT 
Health And well-being: Study

"IT IS PART OF THE SHARED CULTURE OF 
humankind, and our analysis shows that it also contributes 
to mental and physical health," the author added.

‘Emotional Support From Parents Less 
Likely To Make Teens Cyberbullies’

Agencies

Emotional support from 
parents--and specifi-
cally, how teens perceive 
their relationships with 

their parents can be taken to 
understand the cyberbullying 
behaviors.

Adolescents who perceive their 
parents to be loving and support-
ive are less likely to engage in cy-
berbullying, according to a new 
study by researchers at NYU Rory 
Meyers College of Nursing.

The findings, published in the 
International Journal of Bullying 
Prevention, are especially relevant 
given changes in family life cre-
ated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“With remote learning replac-
ing classroom instruction for 
many young people, and cell 
phones and social media stand-
ing in for face-to-face interaction 
with friends, there are more op-
portunities for cyberbullying to 
occur,” said Laura Grunin, a doc-
toral student at NYU Meyers and 
the study’s lead author.

“New family dynamics and 
home stressors are also at play, 
thanks to higher unemployment 
rates and more parents working 
from home,” Grunin added.

More than half of US teens re-
port having experience with cy-
berbullying, or online behavior 
that may involve harassment, in-
sults, threats, or spreading rumors.

“Understanding what factors 
are related to a young person’s cy-
berbullying of peers is important 
for developing ways that families, 

schools, and communities can pre-
vent bullying or intervene when it 
occurs,” said Sally S. Cohen, clinical 
professor at NYU Meyers and the 
study’s senior author.

Gary Yu, associate research sci-
entist and adjunct associate pro-
fessor at NYU Meyers, coauthored 
the study with Grunin and Cohen.

Using data from the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Health Behavior in School-Aged 
Children survey, the researchers 
analyzed responses from 12,642 
US pre-teens and teens (ages 11 
to 15 years old) surveyed in 2009-
2010, the most recent WHO data 
on school-aged children collected 
in the United States.

The adolescents were asked about 
their bullying behaviors, as well 
their perceptions of certain family 
characteristics, including their rela-
tionship with their parents.

The researchers found that the 
more adolescents perceived their 
parents as loving, the less likely 

they were to engage in cyberbul-
lying. When asked if their parents 
are loving, youth who said “al-
most never” were over six times 
more likely to engage in high lev-
els of cyberbullying than those 
who answered that their parent is 
“almost always” loving.

Other types of emotional sup-
port, including how much teens 
feel their parents help and under-
stand them, also contributed to 
the likelihood of whether young 
people engaged in cyberbullying 
behavior.

“Our findings point to the impor-
tance of parental emotional sup-
port as a factor that may influence 
whether teens cyberbully--and 
more importantly, it is how teens 
perceive the support they receive 
from their parents,” said Grunin.

“I would stress to parents it is 
not necessarily if they think they 
are being supportive, but what 
their adolescent thinks. Parents 
should strive to discern their 

teen’s perception of parental 
emotional support as it might be 
associated with youth cyberbul-
lying behavior,” the author added.

Certain demographic factors 
were also related to teens’ like-
lihood of cyberbullying. Girls 
were much less likely than boys 
to exhibit high levels of cyber-
bullying. The race also played a 
role: Asian American adolescents 
were the least likely to be cyber-
bullied, while African American 
teens were less likely than white 
teens to engage in lower levels of 
cyberbullying and more likely to 
engage in higher levels.

Cohen added, “Since 2010, 
when the survey was conducted, 
technology and social media have 
become increasingly ubiquitous 
in teens’ lives; the increase in 
screen time during the current 
pandemic poses new challenges. 
Online access and anonymity in 
posts create widespread opportu-
nities for cyberbullying.”

The researchers note that edu-
cators, health professionals, social 
media experts, and others work-
ing in youth development should 
take family dynamics into ac-
count when creating programs to 
address cyberbullying.

“While our study doesn’t prove 
that a lack of parental support 
directly causes cyberbullying, it 
does suggest that children’s re-
lationships with their parents 
might influence their bullying 
behaviors. These relationships 
should be considered when de-
veloping interventions to prevent 
cyberbullying,” said Grunin.

Quit Smoking To Reduce Stroke Risk: Study
Agencies

Scientists have urged 
people with atrial fibril-
lation -- the most com-

mon heart rhythm disorder -- 
to quit smoking if they want 
to reduce stroke risk.

Previous studies have 
shown that smokers are more 
likely to develop atrial fibril-
lation and subsequent stroke.

"Smoking precipitates 
blood clots that could lead to a 
stroke, which may be why giv-
ing up lowers risk," said study 
author So-Ryoung Lee from 
the Seoul National University 
Hospital in South Korea.

"The remaining stroke 
risk after quitting might be 
through the damage already 
caused to the arteries -- called 
atherosclerosis," Lee added.

The study, presented at ESC 
Congress 2020 - The Digital 
Experience, examined the asso-
ciation between smoking ces-
sation after newly diagnosed 
atrial fibrillation and the risks 
of stroke and all-cause death.

The researchers included the 
97,637 Korean patients who 
had a national health check-up 
less than two years before be-
ing diagnosed with atrial fibril-
lation, and a second check-up 
within two years afterwards.

Patients were followed-up 
after the second check-up 
until the end of 2017 for the 
occurrence of stroke or death.

The average age was 61 years 
and 62 per cent were men.

Participants were classified 
according to smoking status 
before and after atrial fibrilla-
tion diagnosis never-smoker, 
ex-smoker, quitter, current 
smoker.

The proportion of never 
smokers, ex-smokers, quit-
ters, and current smokers 
was 51.2 per cent, 27.3 per 
cent, 6.9 per cent, and 14.6 
per cent, respectively.

During a median three-year 
follow-up, there were 3,109 
strokes and 4,882 all-cause 
deaths (10.0 per 1,000 person-
years and 15.4 per 1,000 per-
son-years, respectively).

ICICI Bank Limited 
is an Indian 
multinational bank
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Abu Dhabi: Bahrain will al-
low “all flights coming to and 
departing from the United 
Arab Emirates” to cross 
through the island kingdom’s 
airspace — a statement appar-
ently allowing Israeli flights 
after neighboring Saudi 
Arabia issued a similar an-
nouncement.

The state-run Bahrain 
News Agency (BNA) made 
the announcement without 
directly naming Israel, just 
as Saudi Arabia had. How-
ever, the announcement late 
Thursday came just days af-
ter the kingdom allowed the 
first direct Israeli commercial 
passenger flight to use its air-
space to reach the UAE.

The statement makes no 
mention of the kingdom’s ri-
val, Iran, nor Qatar, which 

Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE are currently boycotting.

Flights between Bahrain 
and the UAE now skirt just 
north of Qatari airspace as 
Doha remains banned from 
the airspace of boycotting na-
tions amid a yearslong politi-
cal dispute. Iranian flights to 
the UAE similarly don’t need 
to enter the airspace of Bah-
rain, an island nation just off 
the coast of Saudi Arabia in 
the Persian Gulf.

BNA cited an unnamed 
Transportation and Telecom-
munication Ministry official 
for the announcement, say-
ing it came at the request of 
civil aviation authorities in 
the UAE, a federation of sev-
en sheikhdoms home to Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai.

Earlier this week, Jared 
Kushner, the US president’s 
son-in-law and senior ad-

viser, flew with a high-level 
Israeli delegation to the UAE 
on the first direct commer-
cial passenger flight between 
the two countries. The flight 
traversed Saudi airspace, sig-
naling at least acquiescence 
for the breakthrough US-
brokered agreement by the 
United Arab Emirates to nor-
malise relations with Israel.

The UAE has promoted 
the deal as hinging on Israel 
halting its contentious plan to 
annex parts of the West Bank 
sought by the Palestinians for 
their future state. The deal 
also may allow Abu Dhabi to 
purchase advanced weaponry 
from the US, including the 
F-35 stealth fighter jet.

The Palestinians have 
fiercely opposed the normali-
sation as peeling away one of 
their few advantages in mori-
bund peace talks with Israel.

Agencies

Wellington, New Zealand: New 
Zealand recorded its first coro-
navirus death in more than three 
months on Friday when a man in 
his 50s died due to the virus.

Health officials said the man 
was part of a second-wave clus-
ter of infections that emerged in 
Auckland last month, ending a 
spell of 102 days free of commu-
nity transmission in the South 
Pacific nation.

The death at Auckland’s 
Middlemore Hospital on Fri-
day afternoon takes New Zea-
land’s death count from the vi-
rus to 23, with the most recent 
previous fatality on May 24.

“I acknowledge the anxiety 
New Zealanders may be feel-
ing about today’s news, both 
in the wider community and 

also for the family and whanau 
(relatives) grieving over this 
death,” health chief Ashley 
Bloomfield said in a statement.

“Our thoughts are with his 
family and community at this 
time of loss and grief.”

The Auckland cluster 
emerged in a family of four and 
has since grown to 152, includ-
ing three recorded on Friday.

It has proved difficult to 
eliminate despite a two-and-a-
half week lockdown in Auckland 
that ended on Sunday night.

“We have always rec-
ognised that further deaths 
linked to Covid-19 were pos-
sible,” Bloomfield said.

“Today’s news reinforces 
the importance of our shared 
vigilance against Covid-19, the 
very serious consequences the 
virus can carry with it.”
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Afghan govt frees Taliban 
prisoners except ‘few’ opposed 
by foreign nations
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Russia’s COVID-19 Vaccine “Safe”, 
Passes Early Trial Test: Lancet Study
Agencies

London: Patients involved in 
early tests of a Russian coro-
navirus vaccine developed 
antibodies with “no serious 
adverse events”, according to 
research published in The Lan-
cet Friday, but experts said the 
trials were too small to prove 
safety and effectiveness.

Russia announced last 
month that its vaccine, named 
“Sputnik V” after the Soviet-
era satellite that was the first 
launched into space in 1957, 
had already received approval.

This raised concerns 
among Western scientists 
over a lack of safety data, with 
some warning that moving too 
quickly on a vaccine could be 
dangerous.

Russia denounced criti-
cism as an attempt to under-
mine Moscow’s research.

In the Lancet study, Rus-
sian researchers reported on 
two small trials, each involv-
ing 38 healthy adults aged be-
tween 18 and 60, who were giv-
en a two-part immunisation.

Each participant was giv-
en a dose of the first part of 
the vaccine and then given a 
booster with the second part 21 
days later.

They were monitored over 
42 days and all developed an-
tibodies within the first three 

weeks.
The report said the data 

showed that the vaccine was 
“safe, well tolerated, and does 
not cause serious adverse 
events in healthy adult volun-
teers”.

The trials were open label 
and not randomised, meaning 
there was no placebo and the 
participants knew they were 
receiving the vaccine and 
were not randomly assigned to 
different treatment groups.

Researchers underlined 
that larger and longer trials 
-- including a placebo compari-
son -- would be needed to estab-
lish the long-term safety and 
effectiveness of the vaccine for 
preventing Covid-19 infection.

The report said the 76 par-
ticipants of these trials would 
be monitored up to 180 days, 
adding that a more rigor-
ous phase 3 clinical trial was 
planned with the involvement 
of 40,000 volunteers “from dif-
ferent age and risk groups”.

“Safety is paramount”
Naor Bar-Zeev of Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, who was not in-
volved in the study, said the re-
search was “encouraging but 
small”, adding that it did not 
give any data on effectiveness 
among older age groups, who 
are particularly vulnerable to 

Covid-19.
“Showing safety will be 

crucial with Covid-19 vaccines, 
not only for vaccine acceptance 
but also for trust in vaccination 
broadly,” he said in a commen-
tary in the Lancet.

“Since vaccines are given 
to healthy people and, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, po-
tentially to everyone after ap-
proval following phase 3 trials, 
safety is paramount.”

The pandemic has seen 
an unprecedented mobilisa-
tion of funding and research 
to rush through a vaccine that 
can protect billions of people 
worldwide.

This week the US urged 
states to get ready for a poten-
tial Covid-19 vaccine rollout 
two days before the presiden-
tial election in November, 
sparking concerns President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion is accelerating research to 
fit a political timetable.

Russia has said that indus-
trial production of its version 
is expected from September.

President Vladimir Putin 
said in early August that the 
vaccine gave “sustainable im-
munity” and that one of his 
own daughters had been in-
oculated, even though Russia’s 
health ministry said clinical 
trials were not yet complete.

Bahrain to allow Israel flights to UAE over its airspace

2 Million Hindus Key 
Voting Bloc In Swing States, 
Says US Congressman
Agencies

Washington: The two million 
Hindus in the United States 
are a vital and key voting bloc 
in several swing states this 
presidential elections, Indian 
American Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi said as he told 
fellow community members 

that it was their dharma to ex-
ercise their franchise.

In his virtual key note ad-
dress at the formal launch of the 
“Hindu Americans for Biden”, 
Mr Krishnamoorthi, who is the 
three-time Democratic Con-
gressman from Illinois, urged 
his community members to vote 
for Democratic presidential can-
didate Joe Biden and his Indian 
American running mate Kama-
la Harris on November 3.

“I feel it is so important to 
elect Joe Biden because of a 
Hindu value ‘’Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam’’ (entire world is a 
family) a core tenant of Hindus 

- we believe in treating every-
one with dignity and respect,” 
he said.

“It is an old saying in 
Washington DC, which is, if 
you don’’t have a seat at the 
table, you’’re on the menu. 
And none of us on this zoom 
call or our families, or com-
munities, or Hindu Americans 
as a whole can afford to be on 
the menu, and neither can our 
agenda. That’’s why it’’s so im-
portant that you vote,” he said.

“This year is the most 
important election of our life-
time before us. In 60 days, on 
November 3rd, believe it or 
not, the two million Hindu, 
Americans in this country 
will be a vital and key voting 
bloc in several swing states. 
Not only Florida, but Virginia 
and Pennsylvania and Michi-
gan and Wisconsin, and the 
list goes on and on. It is our 
duty, indeed it is our dharma 
to vote,” Krishnamoorthi said.

“Voting is our Dharma, and 
it’’s at the heart of our society,” 
said Amit Jani, Biden Cam-
paign National AAPI director.

Moderating the launch 
event, Niki Shah, co-state di-
rector of New Jersey, South 
Asians for Biden, said that 
hate crimes and acts of vandal-
ism have increased in the last 
three and half years and that it 
was unacceptable.

Agencies

KABUL: The Afghan govern-
ment said Thursday it had re-
leased 400 Taliban prisoners 
under an exchange deal with 
the militants, except for “a 
few” opposed by foreign na-
tions, and expected peace ne-
gotiations to start soon.

The two warring sides 
have grown closer this week 
to launching direct talks in 
Qatar, tying up the end of a 
contentious and months-long 
prisoner exchange.

Kabul has already sent a 
logistical team to Doha where 
the Taliban’s political office 
is based, with the negotiators 
expected to depart later on 
Thursday.

“The Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan has received 
our commandos held hostage 
by Taliban, after which the 
Gov’t released the remaining 
400 convicts, except the few 
for which our partners have 
reservations,” National Secu-
rity Council spokesman Javid 
Faisal said on Twitter.

“Diplomatic efforts are on-
going. We expect direct talks to 
start promptly.”

Two Taliban officials con-
firmed the prisoners had been 
freed but that those opposed 
by France and Australia were 
still in government custody.

Paris and Canberra made 
protests over the release of 
the militants because of their 
links to the murders of French 
and Australian civilians and 
troops in Afghanistan.

“Australia and France 
have some considerations 
about them,” one Taliban of-
ficial told AFP on condition of 

anonymity.
“The Kabul administration 

will send them to Qatar where 
they will be in custody during 
the intra-Afghan talks.”

A Western diplomatic 
source, however, said the deci-
sion had not yet been taken.

A date for talks to start is 
yet to be fixed.

Negotiations were initially 
supposed to begin in March as 
agreed in a deal between the 
Taliban and Washington in 
February, from which Kabul 
had been excluded.

But repeated squabbles 
over the prisoner exchange de-
layed the negotiations, includ-
ing the Taliban’s demand that 
400 prisoners accused of serious 
crimes be among those freed.

The prisoner exchange 
agreed between the US and the 
Taliban stipulated that Kabul 
should release a total of 5,000 mili-
tants in return for the insurgents 
freeing 1,000 Afghan troops.

The Taliban have said 
they were willing to begin ne-
gotiations “within a week” of 
the prisoner swap being com-
pleted and blamed Kabul for 
delaying the negotiations.

President Ashraf Ghani 
said on Wednesday that a 
“critical stage of peace” had 
been reached and that the talks 
would help reduce violence and 
finalise a permanent ceasefire.

Afghan officials, mean-
while, called for the start of 
direct talks with the Taliban.

Najia Anwari, spokeswom-
an for the State Ministry for 
Peace Affairs, said on Thurs-
day the government had “re-
moved all the obstacles for the 
direct talks to start”.

China Plans Building Spree 
In Tibet As India Tensions 
Rise: Report
Agencies

Beijing: China is planning a more 
than 1 trillion yuan ($146 billion) 
push to accelerate infrastructure 
investment in Tibet, including 
new and previously announced 
projects, three sources familiar 
with the matter said.

The renewed push to step-
up development of the remote 
and impoverished southwestern 

region signals Beijing’s intent to 
bolster frontier security amid 
heightened border tensions with 
India in recent months, two of 
the sources said.

Last week, during a senior 
Communist Party meeting on 
Tibet’s future governance, Chi-
na’s President Xi Jinping laud-
ed achievements and praised 
frontline officials but said more 
efforts were needed to enrich, 
rejuvenate and strengthen unity 
in the region.

He said a number of major 
infrastructure projects and pub-
lic facilities would be completed, 
including the Sichuan-Tibet 

Railway, according to remarks 
published by the official Xinhua 
news agency.

The construction plans 
include completion of the chal-
lenging middle section of a high-
elevation Sichuan-Tibet railway 
link, a railway line between Ne-
pal and Tibet that has remained 
in the planning stages, and a 
newly planned dry port in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region, the 

sources said.
The sources declined to be 

identified because they were not 
authorised to speak with media.

It was not immediately clear 
how much of the targeted spend-
ing is new, or over how many 
years it would be invested.

China’s State Council In-
formation Office and the Tibet 
regional government did not im-
mediately respond to requests 
for comment.

Construction on the most 
difficult section of the Sichuan-
Tibet railway - linking Chengdu 
with Lhasa - will begin in coming 
weeks, said two of the sources.

NZ Records First Covid-19 
Death In Over Three Months

Essam el-Erian

Heartbeat Detected Under Rubble A Month 
After Beirut Blast, Search Resumes

B
eirut: Rescuers resumed 
a search Friday for possi-
ble survivors under rub-
ble in Beirut, buoyed by 

faint hopes of a miracle a month 
after a monster blast ripped 
through the city’s port.

The cataclysmic August 4 ex-
plosion killed a total of 191 people, 
making it Lebanon’s deadliest 
peacetime disaster. One month 
on, seven people are still listed as 
missing.

Hopes emerged on Thursday 
that one of them could still be 
found alive after a specialist sen-
sor device detected a heart beat 
under the debris of a flattened 
building.

Crews of rescue workers from 
Chile and Lebanon used their 
hands on Friday to lift chunks of 
rubble from the site between the 
hard-hit districts of Gemmayzeh 

and Mar Mikhail.
They resumed their efforts after 

pausing briefly overnight, an AFP 
photographer at the scene said.

“We have excavated rubble 
but we haven’t reached a conclu-
sion yet,” said George Abou Mous-
sa of Lebanon’s civil defence.

The pulse they detected on 
Friday had already slowed signifi-

cantly compared to a previous re-
cording, said Nicholas Saade, who 
coordinates between the Chilean 
and Lebanese rescuers.

“After removing the big 
chunks we scanned again for 
heartbeats or respiration, it 
showed low beat/respiration” 
levels of seven per minute, he told 
AFP.

Trump Called US Marines Killed In 
WWI Battle “Losers”: Report

W
ashington, United States: 
US President Donald Trump 
referred to US Marines bur-
ied in a WWI cemetery in 

France as “losers” and “suckers” for 
getting killed in action, according to a re-
port Thursday in the Atlantic magazine.

The report, penned by the magazine’s 
editor-in-chief Jeffrey Goldberg, said 
Trump had refused to visit the Aisne-
Marne American Cemetery near Paris 
in 2018 because “he feared his hair would 
become disheveled in the rain,” although 
the official explanation offered by aides 
was that the helicopter due to take him 
there could not fly due to weather.

“In a conversation with senior staff 
members on the morning of the sched-
uled visit, Trump said, ‘Why should I go 
to that cemetery? It’s filled with losers,’” 
the article said.

“In a separate conversation on the 
same trip, Trump referred to the more 
than 1,800 marines who lost their lives 
at Belleau Wood as ‘suckers’ for getting 

killed,” the Atlantic added, citing four 
unnamed people it said had firsthand 
knowledge of the discussions.

Trump and his team slammed the report.
The president refuted the article 

“in very emphatic terms,” chief of staff 
Mark Meadows told reporters. “He was 
more offended by them.”

White House communications direc-
tor Alyssa Farah said on Twitter that the 
allegations were “offensive & patently 
false,” while Trump campaign press 
secretary Hogan Gidley called them “dis-
gusting, grotesque, reprehensible lies.”

MacKenzie Scott 
becomes world’s 
richest woman

M
acKenzie Scott, phi-
lanthropist, author, 
and  former wife of 
Amazon CEO Jeff 

Bezos, has become the richest 
woman of the world.

Her net 
worth is now 
$68 billion, pro-
pelling her past 
L’Oréal heir-
ess Francoise 
B e t t e n c o u r t 
Meyers, reports 
CNN citing 
Bloomberg’s 
Billionaire in-
dex.

In 2019, Scott received a quar-
ter of Bezos’ Amazon shares in 
the couple’s divorce settlement 
amounting to more than $35 bil-
lion at the time.

She is now the 12th wealthiest 
person in the world.
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Trust, Non-Aggression Key For 
Regional Peace, Says Rajnath 
Amid India-China Border Row

Peace and security in the SCO 
region demands a climate of 
trust, non-aggression, respect 
for international rules and 

peaceful resolution of differences, 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said 
on Friday, seen as an indirect mes-
sage to China which is engaged in a 
festering border row with India in 
eastern Ladakh.

In his address at a ministerial 
meeting of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) in Moscow, 
Singh also referred to the Second 
World War and said its memories 
teach the globe the "folies of aggres-
sion" of one state upon another that 
brings "destruction" to all.

Both India and China are members 
of the SCO, an eight-nation regional 
grouping which primarily focuses on 
issues relating to security and defence.

"Peaceful stable and secure re-
gion of SCO member states  which 
is home to over 40 per cent of the 
global population, demands a cli-
mate of trust and cooperation, non-
aggression, respect for international 
rules and norms, sensitivity to each 
other's interest and peaceful resolu-
tion of differences," Singh said.

He made the comments in the 
presence of Chinese Defence Minis-
ter Gen. Wei Fenghe.

Indian and Chinese troops are en-
gaged in a bitter standoff in multiple 
places in eastern Ladakh for four 

months. Tensions flared up in the 
region after China unsuccessfully at-
tempted to occupy Indian territory 
in the southern bank of Pangong lake 
five days back.

"This year marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the end of the Second World 
War as well as the formation of the 
United Nations which underpins a 
peaceful world, where international 
laws and sovereignty of states are re-
spected and states refrain from unilat-
eral aggression on another," he said.

The defence minister also talked 
about threat of terrorism and ex-
tremism and pitched for having in-
stitutional capacity to deal with the 
challenges.

He said India "unequivocally" con-
demns terrorism in all forms and 
manifestations, and condemns its 
"proponents", adding New Delhi val-
ues the works of SCO Regional Anti-
Terrorism Structure (RATS).  

"We laud recent work of RATS in 
the cyber domain to prevent the 
spread of radicalism and extremism. 
The adoption of anti-terror measures 
by the SCO Council to counter extrem-
ist propaganda and de-radicalisation 
is a significant decision, he added.  

In his address at the combined 
meeting of defence ministers of 
SCO, Collective Security Treaty Or-
ganisation and Commonwealth of 
Independent States member states, 
Singh said India was committed to 
the evolution of a global security 
architecture which will be "open, 
transparent, inclusive, rules-based 
and anchored in international laws."

He also expressed deep concern over 
the situation in the Persian Gulf region.

India has vital interests and links 
of civilisation and culture with all 
States in the Gulf. We call upon 
countries in the region  all of which 
are dear and friendly to India, to re-
solve differences by dialogue based 
on mutual respect, sovereignty and 
non-interference in internal affairs 
of each other, he said.

Referring to developments in Af-
ghanistan, Singh said the security 
situation in the country remained a 
matter of concern.  

"India will continue to support the 
efforts of the people and Govern-
ment of Afghanistan for an Afghan-
led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-con-
trolled inclusive peace process.

Amid Tension With China, India To 
Host Quad Meet Later This Year
NEW DELHI: India will hosting the 
Quad foreign ministers meet later 
this year, the external affairs minis-
try has confirmed.

"We look forward to holding QUAD 
meet later this year and details are 
being worked out," the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava said on Thursday.

Foreign ministers of the group had 
met last year in New York on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assem-
bly (UNGA). Along with India, Quad 
Quad or the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue includes Australia, Japan 
and the United States.

Apart from the Quad meeting, de-
tails are also being worked out for 
the India-US 2+2 dialogue.

Both of these meetings are taking 
place at a time when China is facing 
the global ire for trampling democ-

racy in Hong Kong, human rights 
violations in Xinjiang, alleged breach 
of internet privacy in various coun-
tries and attempting to unilaterally 
change the status quo at the India 
China border violating all bilateral 
agreements and protocols.

Beijing is also displaying strong-
arm tactics in the South China Sea 
and is being blamed by some quarters 
for the spread of COVID-19 globally 
which originated in its labs in Wuhan. 
US President Donald Trump has re-

ferred to COVID-19 as "Chinese virus".
The US had also imposed restric-

tions on Chinese diplomats in the 
country. India has also banned sev-
eral Chinese apps and popular game 
Pubg and Indian Railways has can-
celled Chinese investment.

As major powers of the world get 
sceptical about China, India is look-
ing forward to replacing the Asian 
giant as a production and services 
hub of the world.

Quad countries including Australia 
and Japan have assured huge invest-
ments in India''s infrastructure tech-
nology and supply chain.

The United States has also hailed 
India as a big power in India-Pacific.

China watchers here feel that Beijing 
will be watching Quad and 2+2 meet very 
closely as it views this grouping of demo-
cratic powers with a sense of alarm.

Don't Show Off Like 
Singhams, PM Modi 
To Police Officers

HYDERABAD: New po-
lice officers should not to 
be influenced by films like 
"Singham" that portrayed 
supercops, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said today, 
adding some police person-
nel want to first show-off 
but miss out on main as-
pects of policing.

Addressing the 2018 batch 
of IPS probationers at the 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
National Police Academy 
through video conferecing, 
he also cautioned them not 
to indulge in wrongdoings 
and said they would land 
in troubles with the latest 
technologies, which are also 
useful in better policing.

"Some policemen who join 
new duty want to first show-
off... scare people... And anti-
social elements should shiver 
from hearing my name itself.... 
after watching films like ''Sing-
ham'', it gets over their mind 
and because of it those works 
which need to be done get 
missed out," PM Modi noted.

Responding to a woman 
probationer, PM Modi heaped 
praise on the people of Kash-
mir, saying they are ''lovely'' 
people and having special 
ability to learn new things.

"I am very connected to 
these people. They treat you 
with so much love... All of us 
together, we have to work to-
wards stopping the children 
from taking a wrong direction.

"And this can be done 
by our women police offi-
cers efficiently. Our women 
force can effectively work in 
educating the mothers and 
bringing back those chil-
dren. I am confident if you 
do that, in the initial stage it-

self we can prevent our chil-
dren from getting into the 
wrong path," PM Modi said.

He was apparently referring 
to youngsters being radicalised 
and made to join terror groups 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Prime Minister also 
stressed on constabulary intel-
ligence for effective policing.

Nowadays technology 
plays an important role in 
crime detection, be it CCTV 
footage, mobile tracking...it 
helps you in a big way. But, 
the same technology is also 
responsible for suspension 
of police personnel nowa-
days..., PM Modi warned.

The way technology is 
helpful it is also becoming 
a cause of musibat (difficul-
ty)...and police are subjected 
to it more, he added.

He further said the police 
officials need to train people 
to see how technology can 
be used to its maximum and 
in a positive way as big data 
and artificial intelligence, 
social media were the new 
age technologies which can 
be used as weapons for bet-
ter policing.

The ''humane'' side of the 
police force in the coun-
try came to fore during the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
the security personnel did a 
commendable job.

During coronavirus times, 
police used to sing songs to 
create awareness, used to feed 
the poor and take patients.

These scenes were wit-
nessed by people... During 
the coronavirus, humanity 
worked through Khaki uni-
form, he said.

Replying to one of the cadets 
from Tamil Nadu on managing 
stress among police personnel, 
PM Modi said farmers also face 
stress if there was unwanted 
variation in rainfall.

He also noted that yoga 
and pranayama were great 
ways to beat the stress.

Chinese Are Encircling 
Indian Sub-Continent: 
Sharad Pawar
MUMBAI: NCP president 
Sharad Pawar on Thursday 
said the Chinese are "surrep-
titiously" encircling the Indi-
an sub-continent, and India 
must keep a close watch on 
developments in Sri Lanka 
and Nepal.

He had invited former for-
eign secretary Vijay Gokhale 
and Air Marshal Bhushan 
Gokhale (Retd) for interac-
tion with NCP MPs Supriya 
Sule, Praful Patel, Amol 
Kolhe and Vandana Chavan 
against the background of 
the stand-off in eastern La-
dakh, Mr Pawar tweeted.

The former defence min-
ister said that during the 
meeting he expressed his 
concerns over a larger stra-
tegic and political thinking 
in China that aims to halt In-
dia's economic growth.

"I highlighted the fact 
that the Chinese are sur-
reptitiously encircling the 
Indian Sub-Continent from 
all directions and also ex-
pressed my concern over 
their presence in the South 
China Sea," Mr Pawar said in 
another tweet.

"I hinted at the need to 
keep a close watch on affairs 
of Sri Lanka and Nepal and 
also the Chinese interven-
tions in general," he added.

Vijay Gokhale spoke about 
the history of Indo-China 
relationship, especially the 
border disputes. The former 
foreign secretary shared his 
views on the current situ-
ation on the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC), Mr Pawar said.

Air Marshal Gokhale em-
phasized that India must 
take into consideration the 
new era of parallel warfare 
that includes cyber war, in-
formation war, perception 
creation and war on eco-
nomic fronts, the NCP presi-
dent added.

CBSE Class 10, 12 
Compartment Exams 
To Be Held From 
September 22-29
NEW DELHI: The compart-
ment examinations for 
classes 10 and 12 will be 
conducted from September 
22 to 29, the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) announced on Friday.

The board said that exam-
inees will carry hand sanitis-
ers and wear face masks in 
view of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“The compartment exam-
ination for the two classes 
will begin from September 
22 and will conclude on Sep-
tember 29. All candidates 
will carry their own hand sa-
nitiser in transparent bottles 
and (their own) water bot-
tles, and will be required to 
cover their mouth and nose 
with mask or cloth,” CBSE 
Exam Controller Sanyam 
Bhardwaj said in an official 
notification detailing the 
exam schedule.

Earlier in the day, the 
CBSE opposed in the Su-
preme Court a plea seeking 
postponement of compart-
ment exams for Class 12 

scheduled this month, say-
ing all “necessary” safety 
measures for students are 
being taken in view of CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The plea challenged the 
CBSE’s decision to hold 
compartment examinations 
for Class 12 on the ground 
that it would be detrimen-
tal to the health of the ex-
aminees in view of rising 
COVID-19 cases.

The apex court will hear 
the case on September 10. PTI

Horror In UP: 
3-Year-Old Raped And 
Murdered In Lakhimpur

A three-year-old girl, 
who was found dead 
in a sugarcane field 

in Uttar Pradesh's Lakhim-
pur Kheri, was raped before 
murder, a senior police offi-
cer said on Friday.

This is the third such in-
cident in the district in as 
many weeks.

The girl's body, which 
bore injury marks on the 
head, was recovered from 
the vicinity of her village in 
Singahi area on Thursday 
after she went missing on 
Wednesday, police said.

"The postmortem report 
has confirmed rape. I am 
with family members right 
now. Seven of our teams 
are working on the case. I 
am myself going for comb-
ing in sugarcane fields and 
strict action will be taken 
against the accused," Su-
perintendent of Police Sa-
tyendra Kumar Singh told 
PTI over phone.

"If needed, NSA will also 
be invoked against the ac-
cused," he said.

In his complaint to police, 
the girl's father had alleged 

that Lekhram, a resident of 
their village, had abducted 
and killed the child due to 
past enmity with his family.

A case of murder was 
lodged against the accused.

Lakhimpur Kheri district 
was in the news recently 
when a 17-year-old dalit girl 
was found dead outside her 
village. She was allegedly 
raped and murdered after 
she left home to fill a schol-
arship application.

Her mutilated body was 
found near a dry pond, 
around 200 metres ways 
from her village falling under 
the Neemgaon police limits.

Prior to this incident, a 
13-year-old girl was raped 
and killed in the district.

Police said the girl had gone 
to her fields in the afternoon 
and when she did not return 
home, her family started look-
ing for her. She was found 
dead in a sugarcane field.

Both incidents drew flak 
from the opposition, with 
Congress and SP leaders at-
tacking the Yogi Adityanath 
government over the law 
and order situation.

"THE POSTMORTEM REPORT HAS 
confirmed rape. I am with family members right 
now. Seven of our teams are working on the case. 

I am myself going for combing in sugarcane fields and 
strict action will be taken against the accused," 

Man Rides 1,200 Km On Scooter To Take 
Wife To Madhya Pradesh Exam Centre

Released From Jail, Kafeel Khan Wants 
Old Job Back In UP Medical Services

'Holding JEE-NEET 
Like Jalianwalla Bagh'

GWALIOR: Rains and potholed 
roads were no deterrence for a 
Jharkhand man who drove over 
1,200 km on a scooter, with his 
pregnant wife sitting pillion, 
so that she could appear for an 
exam for aspiring teachers here 
in Madhya Pradesh.

The tribal couple, Dhananjay 
Kumar (27) and his wife Soni 
Hembram (22), travelled on the 
two-wheeler from Ganta Tola vil-
lage in Godda district of Jharkhand 
to reach Gwalior, a centre for DEd 
(Diploma in Education) exam, 
required to be cleared by those 
wanting to take up teaching jobs.

The wish to see his wife 
become a schoolteacher in-
spired Mr Kumar to undertake 
the arduous journey, covering 
more than 1,200 km across 
four states, braving rains and 

bad roads in the midst of CO-
VID-19 enforced lockdown.

As trains, buses and other means 
of transport were not available, we 
decided to traverse the journey by 
road on our two-wheeler, Mr Kumar 
told PTI on Friday. My wife, who is 
pregnant, was initially reluctant to 
take this arduous journey. But af-
ter seeing my determination, she 
agreed for this long journey, he 
said. The couple arrived on August 
30 for DEd exam being conducted 
by the MP Board of Secondary 
Education. The examination will 
continue till September 11.

As a video of the couple and 

their journey taken by some 
newspersons went viral on so-
cial media, the district adminis-
tration stepped in to help them.

If I had hired a taxi for com-
ing to Gwalior, it would have 
cost ₹ 30,000 which was a big 
amount for me. Whatever little 
jewellery we have, we mort-
gaged it to raise ₹ 10,000.

"So far, we have spent ₹ 5,000 
on our one-way journey and on 
a room that we have taken on 
rent in Deendayal Nagar here, 
Kumar, who has studied till Class 
8, said. We started off on August 
28 morning and enroute stayed a 
night each in Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 
and Lucknow to reach Gwalior 
on our scooter, said Kumar, who 
was working as a cook with a ca-
terer before he lost his job three 
months ago because of lockdown.

JAIPUR: Days after a court 
dismissed his detention un-
der the National Security Act, 
Dr Kafeel Khan on Thursday 
said he will ask Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath to give him back his job 
in the state medical services.

Dr Khan was addressing a 
press conference in the Rajast-
han capital, where he said felt 
"safe" as it is a Congress-run 
state - indirectly comparing 
it with Uttar Pradesh. He was 
suspended from Gorakhpur's 
BRD Medical College after 
several children died there in 
2017, apparently due to the 
lack of oxygen cylinders at 
the government hospital.

A departmental inquiry lat-
er cleared Dr Khan of most of 
the charges, but he found him-

self in trouble for an allegedly 
provocative speech in Aligarh 
over the amended citizenship 
law. He was detained under 
the stringent NSA, which the 
Allahabad High Court on Tues-
day ruled was illegal.

"As the High Court has 
quashed the charges under 
the NSA lodged against me, 
I would write to the Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister to re-
instate me in the medical ser-
vice," he told reporters. "If I am 
not allowed, I will hold medical 

camps in flood-affected areas of 
Assam as an activist," he added.

The doctor said he and his 
family arrived in Jaipur as 
they felt safe there.

"There is a Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan. My 
family felt that we will be 
safe here. I wanted to spend 
some quality time with my 
family," he said.

He said he was falsely im-
plicated by the UP govern-
ment and sent to jail as he 
had exposed the system.

"I was leading a simple life. 
I tried to expose the system 
as children died at BRD Medi-
cal College due to lack of oxy-
gen. This did not go well with 
our chief minister and a false 
case was lodged, and I was 
sent to jail," he claimed.

BJP MP Subramanian Swamy has 
been vociferous in supporting de-
mands of students to postpone the 
NEET and JEE qualifying examina-
tions that are to be held this month 
due to the COVID-19 situation.

While not directly criticising 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Swa-
my had been warning that the BJP 
could pay a steep electoral cost for 
not heeding students' sentiments.

In August, Swamy warned that 
the Modi government going ahead 
with NEET and JEE would be a "giant 
mistake" similar to the Indira Gan-
dhi government's mass sterilisation 
programme (Nasbandi) during the 
Emergency of 1975-1977. The legacy 
of Nasbandi was a key reason in the 
Congress being wiped out in north 
India during the 1977 elections and is 
still considered a burden for the party.

On Friday, Swamy compared the 

move to hold NEET and JEE to an-
other emotive incident in Indian his-
tory: The Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 
1919. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre is 
considered a turning point in Indian 
history as it led to a surge in support 
for independence from British rule. 
Swamy tweeted, "JEE/ NEET exams in 
the middle of a galloping COVID-19 in-
fections, paralysing lockdown effects, 
a collapsing economy, a monsoon in 
bloom, Chinese Dragon gobbling our 
territory, & chors and murderers in 
Bollywood, is like Jallianwala Bagh 
where innocent were gunned down."

On August 31, Swamy had warned 
going ahead with JEE and NEET could 
lead to a massive spike in COVID-19 
cases and result in India overtaking 
the US as the country with most in-
fections. Swamy tweeted, "May be 
we will overtake US after the pro-
posed JEE/NEET exams are over..."

A VILLAGE damsel heads home after a hectic day in the fields in central Kashmir- KO Photo  Abid Bhat


