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Sanika Athavale

MID 2018, an oddly fa-
miliar phrase was be-
ing reiterated in media 
and public discourses 

in Kashmir. A memory from four 
years ago – the devastating 2014 
floods which had uprooted many 
lives and forced several others to 
rebuild theirs, had made the sinis-
ter term ‘flood alert’ intimate and 
recognizable to many Kashmiris.

During the monsoon-month of 
June that year, intermittent heavy 
rains had jolted authorities into 
taking ‘safety measures’ such as 
closing the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way and issuing a sincere warning 
to the communities living on the 

banks of Jhelum river. Report-
edly, ‘small-scale evacuation’ was 
also carried out to leave no stone 
unturned in ensuring safety to all 
citizens of the valley. Since three 
people had already lost their lives 
due to flash floods and landslides 
in Jammu, life – as controlled – 
was brought to a halt in Kashmir.

The well-remembered and feared 
instance of the 2014 floods had al-
ready transformed ‘rainfall’, from 
being a natural occurrence, into 
a bad spirit which haunted Kash-
mir and had to be combated with 
duas calling for the dispersion of 
grey clouds. Thus, anxious prayers 
and panic was brought alive in the 
minds of commoners watching the 
rash downpour, two years ago.

As a part of the ‘safety mea-
sures’, the 2018 administrative 
setup asked local contractors to 
rise to the occasion and help au-
thorities in mitigating the damage 

to life and property. This business 
community was asked to do “their 
bit for the public” by dedicating 
their services and resources to 
the construction of embankments 

along Jhelum river.
They rose. They built. But now 

they wait in limbo.
The ‘Rs 1000 Crore’ Bill 
“Since 2014”, after the infamous 

floods wreaked havoc in Kash-
mir, Zeeshan Rehman informed 
that “a lot of ‘rehabilitation work’ 
amounting to Rs 1000 crore includ-
ing macadamisation and school re-
construction was executed by civil 
contractors.” Rehman is the Acting 
Chairperson of the Senior Contrac-
tors Coordination Committee (J&K).

According to him, ‘rehabilitation 
work’ had begun soon after the 
calamity and was completed over 
a period of one and a half years. 
“Post that, there have been many 
times when everyone here (Kash-

mir) has anticipated a flood be-
cause of unseasonal rain. Almost 
every time such fears rose, local 
contractors have been approached 
to take care of it,” he added.

Owing to a similar condition in 
2018, after the Jhelum rose above 
its ‘danger mark’, a syndicate of 
technocrats, representative of the 
then-Srinagar administration, had 
reached out to a group of civil 
contractors for building embank-
ments along the river to prevent 
flooding and a ‘2014-like crisis’.

“There was no flood but the 
warning was given by the officials 
anyway. The chief engineers, su-
perintendent engineers, etc. from 
departments such as Public Health 
Engineering (PHE), PAGE 02

Crisis In Kashmir Construction: A Case Of ‘Rs 1000 Crore’ Bill

Heavy Rains Give Respite From 
Heat, Raise Fear Of Floods

Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: Incessant rain pound-
ed Kashmir valley for the second 
straight day on Thursday spark-
ing fears of floods even as land-
slides and flash floods disrupted 
traffic on major highways. 

According to the Meteorological 
Department's weather forecast, 
there will be no immediate relief. 
The Met office on Wednesday had 

predicted "intense rainfall activ-
ity" for the next four days. 

Srinagar recorded 14.7 mm of 
rainfall till 8.30 am this morning 

since Wednesday and 19.6 mm 
during the Tuesday/Wednesday 
night, the officials said.  Qazigund 
recorded 21.2 mm PAGE 02 

Ex-MLC, 10 More Die Of 
Covid-19 In J&K, Toll 675

J&K’s Positivity Rate 
3.8%, Lower Than 
National Average: CS
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir government said on Thursday 
that the Union Territory has main-
tained positivity rate of 3.8%, much 
lower than the national average of 
8.60%, with coronavirus case fertil-
ity rate of 1.89%, which is roughly 
close to national average of 1.84%. 

The details about UT’s efforts to 
contain Covid-19 it were shared 
by J&K Chief Secretary, B V R Sub-
rahmanyam in a high level meet-
ing chaired by the Cabinet Secre-
tary, Rajiv Gauba on Thursday, an 
official spokesperson said. Chief 
Secretaries of various States in-
cluding Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal also 
participated in the meeting.

The Chief Secretary informed 
the meeting that strategic efforts 
are in place to ensure hospitali-
sation of vulnerable patients es-
pecially children, old aged and 
patients with co-morbidity to fur-
ther lower the fatality rate of 1.9%. 

“Moreover, end-to-end case 
management comprising surveil-
lance, testing, treatment, refer-
rals including transition through 
ambulance is also being strength-
ened through better coordination 
of the concerned agencies,” Sub-
rahmanyam, according to the of-
ficial spokesperson said.

The official spokesperson add-
ed that the CS said that COVID tra-
jectory is being closely monitored 
with special focus on P-02

Govt Warns Against Azadi Slogans During 
Muharram Processions
Restrictions On All Religious Processions In Kashmir To Continue: Div Com

KP Delegation Meets Farooq, 
Support Gupkar Declaration

1500 Structures In Prohibited 
Zones In Pahalgam: Govt

Madhav In Srinagar 
To Assess Situation
SRINAGAR: BJP general secretary 
Ram Madhav on Thursday arrived 
in the summer capital, Srinagar 
to assess the political situation in 
view of mainstream parties press-
ing for restoration of Article 370 
and statehood in J&K.

This visit of Madhav, who is the 
point man for the saffron party in 
J&K, holds significance as it comes 
at a time when activities by other 
political parties, including Nation-
al Conference (NC) and Congress, 
have started for the first time after 
August 5, 2019.

The visit also comes at a time 
when several BJP leaders have 
been targeted by militants.

Sources said that the BJP general 
secretary arrived here on Thursday 
afternoon. “From the airport, Mr 
Madhav went to circuit P-02

“THE WEATHER WILL IMPROVE AND WILL BE SUNNY FROM 
Friday Afternoon And Is Likely To Stay Dry Over The Next Few Days” —MeT Office

Rains Batter Jammu, No Threat Of Floods

Incessant rains continued in most parts of Jammu and Kashmir 
for the third consecutive day on Thursday, leading to increase 
in the water level in major rivers and streams but there was no 

immediate threat of floods, officials said.
The 270-km Jammu-Srinagar national highway, the only P-02

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: At least eleven 
people, including a former 
MLC succumbed to Covid-19 
infection in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Thursday, taking 
the number of fatalities in 
the Union Territory since the 
outbreak of pandemic to 675.

Former MLC and Congress 
leader, who tested positive for 
the coronavirus disease on Au-
gust 24, breathed his last at the 
Government Medical College 
(GMC) hospital in Kathua in 
the early hours of Thurs-
day, officials said.

The 87-year-old lead-
er was suffering from 
various ailments and 
was admitted to the hos-
pital last week, the officials said.

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha expressed grief over the 
demise of the MLC and veteran 
political leader of Kathua.

Besides the former MLC, two 
more Covid-19 deaths were re-
ported from Jammu di-
vision, officials said.

They said that a 
63-year-old man, 
hailing from Rajouri 
district, died at the 
GMC hospital here 
on Wednesday evening 
after battling for life for the 
last five days. He also had co-
morbidities, the officials said.

A 70-year-old woman, who 
had tested COVID-19 positive, 

in Jammu district died at 
the GMC hospital here, 

they said.
Eight people from 

Kashmir Valley died 
due the virus since over-

night, taking the overall 
fatality count in &K to 675.

They said a 95-year-old man 
from Jawahar Nagar Srinagar 
died at 9:30 hours last night at 
CD hospital.  “He was aPAGE 02 

4 Doctors Among 655 More Test Positive

Jammu and Kashmir recorded on Thursday 655 fresh 
cases of coronavirus, including four doctors and sev-
enty-one travelers, taking the total number of people 

infected by the virus in the Union Territory to 35135.
While Kashmir Valley reported 497 new cases, including 
seven CRPF men, five minors and as many P-02

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A delegation of Kash-
miri Pandit entrepreneurs on 
Thursday called on National Con-
ference (NC) president Farooq 
Abdullah here and extended its 
support to Gupkar Declaration, a 
party spokesperson said.

Abdullah, who is also a Member 
of Parliament, assured his party's 
full support to the Kashmiri Pan-
dit community.

A delegation of Kashmiri Pandit 
entrepreneurs called on the party 
president at his residence. Among 
other issues, the delegation ex-
tended its support to Gupkar Dec-
laration, the spokesperson said.

The Gupkar Declaration is a 

resolution issued after an all-
party meeting on August 4, 2019 
at the Gupkar residence of the NC 
president, a day before the Centre 
announced its decision to revoke 
J&K's special status PAGE 02

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration on Thursday 
warned strict action against peo-
ple who raise pro-freedom and 
anti-India slogans during Mu-
harram processions in Kashmir.

Chairing a meeting here to take 
stock of Muharram arrangements, 
the Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole also 
said that restrictions shall con-
tinue on all religious processions 
and gatherings in all districts, an 
official spokesperson said.

“The Div Com said that in the 
last few instances some anti-
national elements tried to give 
different directions to a purely 
religious matter, which has been 
viewed seriously and all such ele-
ments shall be dealt PAGE 02 

Police Foils 
7th Muharram 
Procession In City

Government forces on 
Thursday used force 
to foil the attempt of 

people to take out the tradi-
tional 7th Muharram proces-
sion in Rainawari area of 
the city. Hundreds of people 
assembled at Shia domi-
nated Hassanabad locality on 
Thursday afternoon and tried 
to march towards P-02

PDP Leaders 
Detained During 
Protest March

Several PDP leaders 
and supporters were 
detained on Thursday 

after they tried to take out a 
protest march here against 
the detention of Kashmiris, 
including politicians, officials 
said. The PDP leaders P-02

CPJ, RSF  Urge GOI To Uphold 
Press Freedom In Kashmir
Seek Immediate Release of Kashmiri Journalist Aasif Sultan

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists (CJP) along with 
nearly 400 journalists and civil so-
ciety members have written a letter 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
asking him to uphold the country’s 
commitment to press freedom and 
release imprisoned Kashmiri jour-
nalist Aasif Sultan booked on alleged 
links to militancy.

In the letter, which has also been 
sent to Home Minister Amit Shah 
and Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, the ICJ and as 
many as 397 writers, journalists, aca-

demics, press freedom advocates, and 
civil society members have sought 
Sultan’s release, who completed two 
years in prison on Thursday.

The signatories write that Sultan 
and has been unjustly detained since 
August 27, 2018, under the Unlaw-
ful Activities Prevention Act, for his 
alleged complicity in “harboring 
known terrorists.”

“But interviewing alleged militants 
or having sources who are critical of 
the government is within the scope 
of a journalist’s job and does not im-
plicate them in any crime. Events in 
Kashmir are of public interest, and 
covering them is a public PAGE 02

Agencies 

SRINAGAR: The J&K High Court on 
Thursday said “financial incapacity” 
cited by the government for under-
taking the relocation or rehabilita-
tion of the built-up areas, hamlets 
existing within wildlife and forest 
zones in Pahalgam “cannot be com-
promised under any circumstances.”

Hearing a Public Interest Litiga-
tion, a division bench of Chief Justice 
Gita Mittal and Justice Puneet Gupta 
it was the sole responsibility of the 
Government whose imperative duty 
lies in such conservation.

The observations by the court fol-
lowed perusal of a status report filed 
by Mushtaq Ahmad Simnani, Chief 

Executive Officer, Pahalgam Develop-
ment Authority, stating that identifi-
cation of the various zones including 
the non-construction areas within 
wildlife zones has been effected.

He stated that 1500 structures 
have been identified in the prohib-
ited zones in the ground survey con-
ducted by the Revenue Department.

Simnani has stated that the 1500 
structures which presently exist 
in the no construction zones were 
constructed prior to the Master Plan 
2005-25 when there was no such 
demarcation of zones.  

In the report, he said that it has 
been decided and consequently in-
corporated in the revised Master 
Plan vide Chapter VII- 7.2 PAGE 02 

...LADAKH STAND-OFF

Troops Disengagement Only Achievable 
Through Reciprocal Means: MEA

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI/BEIJING: India on 
Thursday said a complete disen-
gagement of troops in eastern La-
dakh can be achieved only through 
mutually agreed reciprocal actions 
and also highlighted resolution of 
border incidents with China in the 
past through diplomacy.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) spokesperson Anurag Sriv-
astava said complete disengage-
ment requires re-deployment of 
troops by each side towards their 
regular posts on their respective 

sides of the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) and this can be done only 
through mutually agreed actions.

At an online media briefing, Sriv-
astava also talked about External 

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar's refer-
ence, in a recent interview, to reso-
lution of various border incidents in 
the past through diplomacy.

"I would also refer you PAGE 02
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News Digest 
Siblings Held During 
CASO In Qamarwari

Cross-LoC Shelling 
Continues In Poonch

Ex-Army Officer 
Shoots Wife 

Minor Dies Of 
Drowning In Kulgam

Govt Jobs Given To Kin 
Of Shelling Victims 

Srinagar- Two brothers from Bar-
thana area of Qamarwari Srinagar 
were arrested during search 
operation and a pistol magazine 
along with 12 rounds of Ak47 was 
recovered from their possession, 
police said. A poice officer said that 
a cordon-and -search-operation 
was launched in the Barthana 
area during which house of one 
Tariq Ahmad Hajam who is land 
broker by profession was raided, 
reported news agency GNS. During 
the searches, the police officer 
claimed that a pistol magazine and 
12 rounds of Ak47 were recovered 
from the house. Besides Tariq po-
lice also arrested his brother Reyaz 
Ahmad Hajam, the police officer 
added. “Further investigations are 
underway,” the officer added.

Jammu: India and Pakistani troops 
exchanged gunfire for the second 
consecutive day Thursday along 
the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Poonch district.
Pakistani troops violated the cease-
fire by resorting to intense shelling 
in forward areas along the LoC in 
Poonch district on Thursday night, 
a defence spokesperson said.
The Indian Army is retaliating 
strongly, he said. "Around 10 pm, 
Pakistan initiated unprovoked 
ceasefire violation by firing P-02

Srinagar: A retired Army captain 
allegedly shot at and critically 
wounded his wife in north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora district, 
reports said Thursday. Ghulam 
Hassan Khan, a former army 
captain shot at and injured his 
wife identified as Fatima Begum 
following an altercation at their 
home in Sumlar village of the 
district on Wednesday late night, 
reports said. The woman received 
serious head injury was taken to 
the nearby hospital for treat-
ment. However, the doctors there 
referred her to SKIMS Srinagar for 
advanced treatment. Meanwhile, 
officials said that a case has been 
registered and investigations have 
been started in this regard. 

Srinagar: A minor boy died of 
drowning in a Nallah in Damhal 
Hanjipora area of South Kashmir's 
Kulgam district on Thursday.
Nine-year-old Nisar Ahmad Dar 
son of Gulzar Ahmad Dar drowned 
in Bushi Nallah in DK Marg area of 
the district, news agency KNO re-
ported. The locals instantly started 
a rescue operation to save the boy. 
However, after hours of hectic ef-
forts, the locals found lifeless body 
of the minor around 7:00 pm.
Meanwhile, a police officer said the 
body of minor was handed over to 
his family for the last rites.

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir 
administration on Thursday gave 
government jobs to the next of 
kin of three civilians who died in 
Pakistani shelling along the Line of 
Control (LoC), an official spokes-
man said. Deputy Commissioner, 
Poonch, Rahul Yadav handed 
over the appointment orders. The 
government jobs for the next of 
kin were cleared last month, the 
spokesman said. "These cases 
were approved by the district-level 
screening cum co-ordination com-
mittee at a meeting held on July 24 
after which all the P-02

File Photo Of 2014 Floods
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Crisis In Kashmir Construction...
Public Works (R&B), Irrigation and Flood Control (IFC), used to visit the 
Jhelum very often,” Rehman explained.
Generally, contractors are awarded infrastructural projects after the con-
cerned department issues a tender for the same. As most government 
processes have been digitised to mirror the pace of international institu-
tions, even tenders are required to be issued electronically in Jammu and 
Kashmir – especially since the inception of J&K’s e-tendering portal in 2011.
“We guessed at that time that they did not have the time to float e-ten-
ders because they told us to begin our work without issuing anything. 
We were told, at that time, in complete seriousness, that it was an emer-
gency. We dutifully followed the government officers then, but they have 
been missing in the conversation ever since we appeared with our bills 
and liabilities from the projects we finished,” he said. The committee of 
contractors that Rehman represents has alleged that the Department of 
Finance has been outrightly rejecting the bills presented by his peers 
from the ‘rehabilitation work’ they executed post 2014. The Department 
has reportedly claimed that the contractors cannot be compensated be-
cause most of their contracts were carried out without ‘e-tendering’.
“The due process has not been followed, we are told. But the irony is that 
we were asked to do the work by officials and technocrats,” he lamented. 
“The bills must contain the details of e-tendering, administrative approv-
al, and technical sanction, otherwise they are being dismissed.” Basheer 
Ahmad Khan, former president of Hot Mix Plant Owners Association, 
compared the extraordinary circumstances of 2018 to the unprecedent-
ed pandemic of 2020. He questioned if the administration had issued e-
tenders, as per the formal process, to manufacture masks, sanitisers, etc. 
suggesting that the opposite had happened. “The same thing affected us 
in 2015. Government authorities told us to focus on completing the civil 
projects while assuring that our payments will happen as and when we 
finish our assignments. We trusted them but now an amount of Rs 309 
crore is due from the Public Works Department (PWD) alone,” he said.
Khan and Rehman have stated that the three ministers from the PDP-BJP 
coalition government of 2015-2018 – Haseeb Drabu, Naeem Akhtar, and 
Altaf Bukhari – have been responsible for ordering the infrastructure work, 
approaching the contractors, and forming the agreement. Commenting on 
his implication in the pending payments problem, Apni Party chief and 
ex-PWD minister of J&K, Altaf Bukhari told Kashmir Observer, “Yes, a lot 
of road restoration work along with other projects was completed after the 
floods and I would like to compliment all the contractors who helped the 
government at that time and finished their jobs efficiently. I am aware that, 
unfortunately, around 300 plus crores are due to them.”
However, Bukhari added that there was little he could do after the gov-
ernment reshuffle in 2016 owing to Mufti Mohammed Syed’s death.
“We were asked to finish the projects on a war-footing-basis. This has been 
the case from 2014. Since the introduction of JK Pay Sys in early 2019, the 
officials in the Treasury Department tell us that without e-tendering, our 
bills will not be accepted. However, there is close to nothing we can do to 
change the past. We were contacted and employed by chief and superin-
tendent engineers of different public departments. If something has gone 
wrong they are equally responsible if not more,” Rehman declared.
The contractors asserted that they have always welcomed modernis-
ing initiatives like the ‘JK Pay Sys’ – which is being implemented in full 
swing since this financial year. But the moot point between the employ-
ing (government) and employed (contractors) parties has been whether 
‘work which was undertaken or completed before the institutional intro-
duction of JK Pay Sys, should be scrutinised by the new rules’.
They, at that time, were given administrative approvals and technical sanc-
tions fulfilling two out of the three prerequisites of the new payments sys-
tem. “So now when they ask us, ‘why was there no e-tendering’ before re-
jecting our bills, I wish to question their motive behind directing the query 
to us, contractors. Why ask us? Ask the ones who gave us the job, who also 
have to float the tenders as a part of their responsibility,” he rued.
Altaf Bukhari has called this treatment “harassment” and expressed con-
cerns over the “financial mismanagement in Jammu and Kashmir.”
Amin Khan, a mechanical contractor, also admitted to not having re-
ceived his payment from the last three years. He said that a lot of con-
tractors have been taking up tenders after applying for bank loans at a 
time when, he believes, the administration is issuing tenders without 
having any monetary funds to fulfill their part of the deal.
In September 2019, he had worked with the PHE and IFC departments 
(now collectively called as ‘Jal Shakti’) for Narendra Modi’s ‘Ghar Ghar 
Paani’ scheme which promised citizens access to tapped water facilities. 
“Despite having completed my job and spent around Rs 15 lakhs, I haven’t 
got a single penny that is to be rightfully paid to me,” he solemnly said.
‘Bloated Bill’
“The 1000 crore figure is simply not true,” Iftikhar Ahmad Kakroo, the 
Chief Engineer of Irrigation and Flood Control Department (IFC) told 
Kashmir Observer. “A lot of the dues have been paid back to the con-
tractors that were employed in the specified period.” As per this official, 
all dues have been cleared by the IFC department for 2014. “Yes, there 
is some liability for 2018. This was work that was undertaken to help 
the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) and I think that the outstanding 
amount is only a couple of crores,” he said. Interestingly, Zeeshan Rehm-
an alone has bills amounting to Rs 35 lakhs from 2018 and 7 lakhs from 
2014, which need to be paid for by the IFC department.
However, Mazhar Hussain, the Director of Finance for the Public Works 
(R&B) Department, maintained that the “government has been very se-
rious about clearing the liabilities” while citing the “new order” which 
presents a roadmap for clearing macadmisation dues. “This issue is very 
tedious and does need careful examination,” Hussain told Kashmir Ob-
server. “It would not be right to comment right now since I am not com-
pletely aware of the problems of the contractors. But I would like to say 
that every process needs to be transparent.” Noting that e-tendering was 
not a new feature in the business of contractors, Kakroo admitted that “in 
2014 and 2018, when an emergency was declared, e-tendering was not 
done.” He has been chairing the functions of the IFC department since 
the past two months only but has claimed to have taken the contractors’ 
issue with the seniors of his department. “We are committed to solving 
this and undoing the confusion,” he stated.
What Do Officials Want?
Even after several attempts made by groups representing Jammu and 
Kashmir’s contractors to bring the miscommunication and discrepancies in 
the system to the attention of the authorities, Rehman believes that all the 
efforts have so far been in vain. “We did not go to then-government with 
begging bowls asking for work. They came to us for our services. Also, if we 
have done anything wrong then all the chief and superintendent engineers 
should also be penalized with us. We are told ‘you did more work than you 
were allotted’ but it was the officials who asked us to do it and because of 
their carelessness we have been having liabilities since the past 4-5 years,” 
he further mentioned. Basheer Khan argued that the process of budget al-
location has been tampered with, leading to all these problems.
“Previously,” he said, “lawmakers had a mechanism that allowed the 
budget to be slightly more than the estimate for the community and 
state. For example, if the budget needed to be Rs 100 crores, it would 
be made Rs 120-130 crores. Our dues were being cleared as per our 
agreements until 2014.” As per his interaction with the authorities, the 
accrued amounts of 2014 and onwards will be cleared only after the 
physical examination of the embankments. The examination is report-
edly being conducted by the Anti-Corruption Bureau, the ACB which 
has now started digging the earth around the river to check the work 
that was completed four years ago. But in a region like Kashmir, where 
all construction projects would be time-bound for weather-related rea-
sons, the players of this seasonal business say that are being “pushed to 
the edges of despondency.”
“The government has been ignoring us after 2014. We are a community on 
the operations of which a government functions. Without us, there would 
be no one to build and establish all the schools, hospitals, infrastructure 
that the politicians promise the public. But we have been grossly ignored 
by the political setup since 2015,” Basheer said exasperatedly.
Altaf Bukhari confirmed that the contractors have been troubled by 
these developments in their case.
“The present Finance Secretary has been delaying this case, but I know 
that he is an honest bureaucrat,” the Apni part chief said.
“Nevertheless, honesty is not only about being non-corrupt but it is about 
doing your duties properly. One cannot hide behind the smokescreen of 
‘anti-corruption’ and delay processes. Issues must be solved on priority. I 
vouch for the contractors as I know their problems are real.” The politician 
also stated that the contractors’ dues must be paid to them with interest so 
that they can pay their lenders and justify their wait of many years.

Heavy Rains Give Respite...
rainfall, Pahalgam 8.2 mm, Kokernag 28 mm, Kupwara 23 mm and Gulmarg 

32.8 mm. A weather advisory by the MeT Office predicted flash floods and 
landslides in vulnerable parts of Jammu and Kashmir. "IMDs experimental 
model shows that the soil at various places of J-K, especially the Jammu re-
gion is fully saturated and has low water absorbing capacity. Continuous rain 
may lead to flash flood and landslide at vulnerable places," the advisory read. 
It said the weather system may lead to disruption of traffic on Srinagar- Jam-
mu National highway, Srinagar-Leh highway and the Mughal Road. The MeT 
office has said the heavy rainfall will continue across the valley till the evening 
of Thursday, after which there will be a gradual decrease.
The weather will improve and will be sunny from Friday afternoon, the 
MeT office said, adding that the weather is likely to stay dry over the 
next few days.
Relief to farmers
The continuous rainfall across Kashmir since the intervening night of 
Tuesday and Wednesday also brought relief to the farmers as the valley 
had reeled under dry weather conditions over the past three months.
Srinagar city recorded a maximum temperature of 35.7 degrees Celsius on 
August 17 which was the hottest August day in the last 39 years. The mer-
cury in the city and elsewhere in the valley had stayed above the normal 
by several degrees this month. However, the rains have brought down the 
temperature with the city recording the maximum of 22.6 degrees Celsius 
on Wednesday which is 13 degrees lower than what it recorded on August 
17, the officials said. The maximum temperature in Srinagar is 6.6 degrees 
below the normal for this part of the season, they added.
The other places in the valley also experienced huge relief from the hot-
ter days due to the rains as the mercury went down by several degrees.

Rains Batter Jammu, No Threat ...
all-weather road linking Kashmir with the rest of the country, also re-
mained closed for the third day, while landslides triggered by overnight 
rains led to the closure of several other hilly roads in different parts of the 
Jammu division this morning, they said. "The situation so far is under con-
trol though the water level in major rivers and streams across Jammu re-
gion is increasing due to heavy rains in the catchment areas. However, there 
is no immediate threat of floods," Superintending Engineer (hydraulic Cir-
cle), Irrigation and Flood Control department Jammu, Sumit Puri told PTI.
He said the water level in river Tawi in the city at noon was 10.30 ft which is 
seven feet below danger mark while the gauge in river Chenab near Akhnoor 
in the outskirts of Jammu read 29 feet which is also almost six feet below the 
danger mark. "Our teams are monitoring the water level regularly and have 
already sounded an alert, asking people not to come closer to the swollen 
water bodies as a precautionary measure," he said, adding that people need 
to exercise caution as the weatherman has predicted more rains during the 
day. He said the water level in Tawi and other water bodies was expected to 
increase by two to three feet in the next couple of hours.
Five persons, including a couple, were killed and a number of cattle perished 
in separate incidents of landslides and house collapse in different parts of the 
Jammu region, while a bridge and dozens of thatched hutments belonging to 
Gujjar and Bakarwals were washed away over the past two days. The residents 
in many areas also faced a lot of hardships after water from overflowing streams 
entered their homes and pedestrians had to walk through water-logged roads 
to reach their destination. A number of roads in various localities were also 
damaged by the rains, the officials said, adding that a clear picture about the 
extent of damage would emerge after a detailed assessment. The officials said 
thousands of vehicles, mostly trucks, remained stranded on Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway which remained closed for the third day on Thursday.
The highway was closed for vehicular traffic on Tuesday after a massive 
landslide struck the arterial road at Dalwas in Ramban district but the 
road clearance work was hit by inclement weather which triggered fresh 
landslides and shooting of stones from the hillocks overlooking the high-
way at nearly a dozen places between Banihal-Nashri sector.
"The highway is still closed as overnight rains triggered fresh landslides 
and shooting of stones at various places including Panthiyal, Digdole, 
Samroli, Dalwas, Kunfer, Monkey Morh and Moum Passi," a traffic de-
partment official said, adding that despite inclement weather, the resto-
ration work is going on to ensure early reopening of the road.
He said landslides also forced closure of different hilly roads, including 
Basohli-Kathua, Kotranka-Rajouri, Paddar-Kishtwar, Basant-Dudu and 
Doda-Bhaderwah, this morning and the men and machines are on the 
job to restore these roads.

J&K’s Positivity Rate 3.8%,...
spread of infection through travellers, primary and secondary contacts, 
especially after resumption of religious pilgrimage. 
“J&K is still conducting universal testing of all visitors travelling by air, road 
and railways”, Subrahmanyam added. Earlier, the Cabinet Secretary asked 
all the States and Union Territories to dedicatedly work on the testing and 
early hospitalization of COVID patients, besides, undertaking a robust con-
tainment/red zone surveillance strategy to ensure that the case fatality in 
each State/UT remains below 1%. According to the official spokesperson, 
while reviewing the public health response to COVID-19, Cabinet Secretary 
informed that currently 10 States/ UTs are having approximately 70% active 
cases with subsequent 83% COVID related deaths.  “He laid emphasis on the 
need to proactively identify the critical cases and provide prompt medical 
intervention to check this trend,” the official spokesperson said.
The Cabinet Secretary, he said also reiterated the need for an effective con-
tainment strategy and adequate testing facilities for early detection of CO-
VID cases so as to minimise its spread in the community.  “This can be fur-
ther reinforced by perimeter control, active house to house surveillance, 
contact tracing and timely testing”, Gauba, as per the official spokesperson 
said. “Speaking on the measures to be undertaken to lower ‘Case Fertility 
Rate’ below 1%, Cabinet Secretary emphasised on tracing and testing all 
close contacts of new positive cases with 72 hours of detection, in addi-
tion to regularly monitoring the patients under home isolation through 
tele-calling and home visits. He maintained that testing capacities can 
be augmented by using Rapid Antigen Tests in containment zones and 
healthcare institutions,” the official spokesperson added.

Ex-MLC, 10 More Die Of...
case of bilateral pneumonia with HTN and diabetes. “The patient was intu-
bated on August 16 and had cardiac arrest,” a senior doctor at the hospital 
said.   A 45-year-old woman from Pandach Srinagar, who was admitted to 
SKIMS Soura on August 25 died at the tertiary care hospital.   A 58-year-
old woman from Hajan Pulwama who was admitted on August 18 also 
died at the hospital. A 60-year-old man from Fateh Kadal Srinagar who 
was admitted on August 17 as a case of “CKD, CAD bilateral CAP” died at 
SMHS hospital. A 56-year-old woman from Waterwani Budgam also died 
at SKIMS, a week after she was admitted to the hospital, the sources said. 
Among others, the fatalities include an 80-year-old person from Koker-
nag area and a 60-year-old woman from Pulwama. With these deaths, 
675 people have fallen victims to the covid-19 and include 57 from Jam-
mu division and remaining 618 from Kashmir Valley. (With GNS inputs)

4 Doctors Among 655 More...
pregnant woman, four doctors, the remaining 158 were confirmed by 
officials in the Jammu division.
Giving district-wise breakup of the cases, officials said, Srinagar reported 
182 cases, Baramulla 33, Pulwama 42, Budgam 60, Anantnag 27, Kulgam 
8, Shopian 23, Kupwara 46, Bandipora 51, Ganderbal 25, Jammu 87, Ra-
jouri 7, Kathua 25, Udhampur 8, Samba 11, Doda 10, Poonch 5, Reasi 2 
and Kishtwar 3.
Meanwhile, the officials said, 528 more COVID-19 patients have recov-
ered and were discharged from various hospitals—89 from Jammu Divi-
sion and 439 from Kashmir Valley.

Kashmiri Pandit Group...
and split it into two union territories.
"That modification, abrogation of Articles 35A and 370, unconstitutional 
delimitation or trifurcation of the state would be an aggression against the 
people of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh," the Gupkar Declaration read.
Political parties in Kashmir last week issued a joint statement saying 
they adhere to the last year's declaration and would be united in their re-
solve to protect and defend the identity, autonomy and the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir against all attacks and onslaughts.
The parties unanimously resolved to fight for restoration of the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir as it existed pre-August 5, 2019, saying the measures 
taken were "spitefully shortsighted" and "grossly unconstitutional".
"We all reiterate that we are bound, wholly, by the contents of the Gup-
kar Declaration and will unwaveringly adhere to it. We are committed to 
strive for the restoration of Articles 370 and 35A, the Constitution of J&K 
and the restoration of the state and any division of the state is unaccept-
able to us. We unanimously reiterate that there can be 'nothing about us 
without us'," the statement said.

PDP Leaders Detained During...
and supporters assembled at the party office near the Sher-e-Kashmir 
Park here and tried to take out the march, the officials said.
They added that the protesters raised slogans demanding the release of 
Kashmiris jailed in and outside the Union Territory and political prison-
ers, including PDP chief and former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti.
The protesters tried to march towards the city centre, however, police 
stopped them, the officials said.
Some of the protesters were taken into custody, they added.
The party said the police stopped a peaceful protest against the deten-
tion of political prisoners, the "harassment" of youngsters, the "gag" on 
media and "gross human rights violations".
"Police stops peaceful protest of @jkpdp leaders against the detention 
of political prisoners, the harassment of youth, the gag on media & 
rights violations. Police has now detained PDP leaders Rouf Bhat, Hamid 
Qousheen, Shanti Singh, Arif Laigroo & Mohd Amin," the party said on its 
official Twitter handle.
Meanwhile, Mufti's daughter Iltija took to Twitter over the police action and 
said "enforced normalcy through institutionalised repression" stood exposed.
"PDP's Hamid Kohsheen, Rauf Bhat, Arif, @HarbakshDr, Mushtaq & Omar 
protesting against illegal detention of Kashmiris in & outside J&K have 
been arrested in Srinagar. Enforced normalcy through institutionalised 
repression stands exposed. Peaceful protest is also sedition," she wrote 
on her mother's Twitter handle, which she has been using since last year, 
after Mufti was taken into custody.

Govt Warns Against Azadi...
strictly under the law,” he said. Pertinently, the Divisional Commission-
er’s warning comes a day after police arrested two youth for their alleged 
involvement in chanting pro-freedom slogans during a Muharram pro-
cession in Hokersar area of the city outskirts.
On Wednesday also, Muharram processions turned into pro-freedom ral-
lies, after police used tear smoke shells and fired in the air to disperse them 
in Budgam and Srinagar. Officials had claimed that the force was used as 
the people had violated SOPs and taken out the Muharram processions.
According to an official spokesperson, the meeting was attended by 
Deputy Commissioners Srinagar and Budgam, Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 
Shahbaz Mirza, SSP Srinagar, Haseeb Mughal, Joint Commissioner SMC.
Some Shia community leaders, including Secretary Abid Hussain Ansari 
of Shia Association,  Aga Syed Muntazir, of Anjumane Sharie Shiayan and 
representatives from other parties.
During the meeting, the official spokesperson said Shia organisations 
extended their full support to the administration with assurance that 
no procession or any other outside gathering shall be conducted during 
these days. He said that the Div Com sought support from these religious 
bodies and urged them to sensitize people about avoiding all religious 
processions/ gatherings in wake of Covid-19.
“He urged the heads of these bodies to use their influence and aware peo-
ple about the importance of following Covid-19 related SOPs including 
social distancing protocol and use of face masks while commemorating 
martyrdom of Imam Hussain A.S and other martyrs of Karbala,” the offi-
cial spokesperson said. “He appealed to people to show their cooperation 
at this juncture as Covid-19 cases were on rise in Kashmir and any care-
lessness can prove disastrous for the entire society,” he added. The official 
spokesperson further said that during the meeting, the representatives 
raised various issues with the Div Com and demanded prompt resolu-
tion. “The Div Com instructed all DCs and SSPs to cooperate and extend 
their support to people for hassle-free holding of majalis,” he said, adding 
“He also directed to developmental departments to carry out necessary 
works and ensure uninterrupted power and potable water supply besides 
speedy completion of lane and drain works in all Shia dominated areas

Police Foils 7th Muharram...
Botraj Mohalla, to Kathi Darwaza, the route of traditional Muharram pro-
cession on the seventh day of the Islamic month of Muharram, witnesses 
told Kashmir Observer.
When the mourners reached near Dharamshala crossing, eyewitness-
es said that the cops, who were deployed in strength, resorted to tear 
smoke shelling.
“This led to complete chaos. After lobbing tear smoke shells, the cops 
chased the mourners and pushed them back to Hassanabad Chowk,” 
Shabir Hussain, an eyewitness said.
He said that the police action was unwarranted and uncalled for, as the 
mourners were moving peacefully towards the Kathi Darwaza.
“The mourners were only raising pro-Islam and other religious slogans. 
They all were wearing masks and keeping social distance as well. There 
was no provocation by mourners at all,” Hussain said.
7th Muharram is the last major procession in the city as two major pro-
cessions of 8th and 10th Muharram have not been taken out since a ban 
was imposed on them by successive governments 23 years back. 
On Wednesday also, Muharram processions turned into pro-freedom 
rallies, after police used tear smoke shells and fired in the air to disperse 
them in Budgam and Srinagar. Officials had claimed that the force was 
used as the people had violated SOPs and taken out the Muharram pro-
cessions.
So far, police has arrested two youth for their alleged involvement in 
chanting pro-freedom slogans during a Muharram procession in Hoker-
sar area of the city outskirts.
On Thursday, the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Pandurang K Pole 
said that restrictions shall continue on all religious processions and gath-
erings in all districts in wake of Covid-19 pandemic.

Madhav In Srinagar To Assess...
house in the city where he met several party leaders,” they said.
They said Madhav is expected to chair a meeting of state BJP leaders to 
assess to political situation in J&K, where National Conference (NC), Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP), Peoples Conference, Congress, Awami Na-
tional Conference (ANC) and the CPI (M) earlier this week reiterated their 
commitment to ‘Gupkar Declaration’ and announced a joint political 
battle for the restoration of Article 370 and Article 35A and its statehood.
BJP has termed the Gupkar Declaration ‘anti-national, pro-secessionist, 
misleading and deceptive’. 
The Gupkar Declaration was signed by leaders of six political parties on 
August 4 last year, a day before Article 370 and Article 35 A were revoked 
by Parliament and the erstwhile state was divided into two Union Ter-
ritories.
“Kashmir BJP unit will also raise the issue of security of BJP leaders and 
workers, who are being targeted by militants,” they added.
In the last about two months, five BJP leaders were killed by militants in 
different parts of Kashmir.

CPJ, RSF  Urge GOI To...
service, not a criminal act,” the signatories write.
The letter also mentions that Sultan’s trial has been moving slowly since 
June 2019 and he has repeatedly been denied bail. It also says that police 
have reportedly interrogated him about his writing and asked him to 
reveal his sources.
“Journalists should not face retaliation for their reporting. Press freedom 
is a vital tenet of democracy and a proud part of India’s history. We are 
asking you to recognize and uphold India’s commitment to press free-
dom under Article 19 of its constitution,” the letter reads.
It further adds that given the recent deaths of journalists who contracted 
COVID-19 in government custody around the world, and the spread of 
COVID-19 among inmates in jails in Jammu and Kashmir, the threat to 
Sultan’s well-being is significant.
“We call on you to follow the Supreme Court’s guidance issued on March 
23 to release prisoners on parole due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
grant Aasif Sultan immediate and unconditional release,” the letter adds.
Meanwhile Reporters Without Borders (RSF) also reiterated on Thursday 
its call for the release of Kashmiri journalist who completes his second 
year in detention "without any serious evidence ever being produced to 
support the charges of “harbouring terrorists”.
RSF in a recent report, alleged that it has been almost impossible for 
journalists to operate in the Kashmir Valley for the past year because of 
draconian information controls, obstacles to the dissemination of arti-
cles and videos, intimidation by the security forces in the field, and every 
kind of judicial harassment.
“The way the Indian authorities repeatedly obstruct the freedom to in-
form in Kashmir is unworthy of a democracy,” said Daniel Bastard, the 
head of RSF’s Asia-Pacific desk. 
India is ranked 142nd out of 180 countries and territories in RSF's 2020 

World Press Freedom Index.

Troops Disengagement...
to the recent interview of External Affairs Minister (EAM) wherein refer-
ring to various past border incidents he had noted that what was com-
mon was that all border situations were resolved through diplomacy," 
Srivastava said.
He further said: "EAM had further noted that 'when it comes to find-
ing a solution, this must be predicated on honouring all agreements and 
understandings. And not attempting to alter the status quo unilaterally'".
China, meanwhile, said India should look at the big picture of bilateral ties 
and work with it and take concrete steps to bring the relationship back on 
the right track of normal development." Beijing also said New Delhi should 
put the border issue in an appropriate position in this "big picture" and 
avoid misjudgement . Asked for his comments on the current situation at 
the India-China border at the monthly online media briefing, Chinese de-
fence ministry Spokesman Senior Colonel Wu Qian said progress has been 
made in the disengagement of the frontline troops of India and China in 
eastern Ladakh due to efforts from both sides. "China and India are impor-
tant neighbours to each other. Maintaining peace and stability in the bor-
der areas is not only conducive to their respective development, but also 
to regional and world peace and stability , he said, adding that "remaining 
issues" at the border needed to be handled properly.
"India could work with China towards the same goal, bearing in mind the big 
picture of bilateral ties and putting the border issue in an appropriate position 
in this big picture, avoid misjudgement, keep divergences from escalating 
into disputes, and take concrete steps to bring the bilateral relations back to 
the right track of normal development," Wu was quoted as saying in a state-
ment put out by the Ministry of Defence. At his online briefing, Srivastava 
also referred to last week's talks between the two sides under the framework 
of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) on 
border affairs. "As I had conveyed earlier, complete disengagement requires 
re-deployment of troops by each side towards their regular posts on their 
respective sides of the LAC. It is natural that this can be done only through 
mutually agreed reciprocal actions. Thus it is important to bear in mind that 
achieving this requires agreed actions by both sides," he said.
Srivastava said the two sides at the last meeting of the WMCC agreed to 
resolve the outstanding issues in an expeditious manner and in accordance 
with the existing agreements and protocols. "Both sides also agree that full 
restoration of peace and tranquility in the border areas would be essential 
for the overall development of bilateral relations. The two sides had also 
agreed to continue their engagements both through diplomatic and mili-
tary channels," he said. At the WMCC talks, Srivastava said the two sides 
had a candid and in-depth exchange of views on the existing situation in 
the India-China border areas. "Both sides have reaffirmed that the two sides 
will continue to sincerely work towards complete disengagement of the 
troops along the Line of Actual Control in the Western Sector in accordance 
with the agreements reached between the two Foreign Ministers and the 
two Special Representatives," he said. On July 5, National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held a nearly two-hour-
long telephonic conversation on ways to resolve the row. The formal pro-
cess of disengagement of troops began a day after Doval-Wang talks. Both 
Doval and Wang are special representatives for boundary talks.
In Beijing, Wu was further quoted as saying that China and India have 
agreed to follow the "important consensus reached by the leaders of both 
countries and other relevant agreements, continue to maintain dialogue 
and communication through military and diplomatic channels, further 
ease and cool down the China-India border situation, properly handle the 
remaining issues, and jointly safeguard peace and tranquility in the border 
area." The Chinese military has pulled back from Galwan Valley and cer-
tain other friction points but the withdrawal of troops has not moved for-
ward in Pangong Tso, Depsang and a couple of other areas since mid-July, 
sources said. In the five rounds of Corps commander-level talks, the Indian 
side has been insisting on complete disengagement of Chinese troops at 
the earliest, and immediate restoration of status quo ante in all areas of 
eastern Ladakh prior to April. The tension between the two sides escalated 
manifold after the violent clashes in Galwan Valley on June 15 in which 20 
Indian Army personnel were killed. The Chinese side also suffered casual-
ties but it is yet to give out the details. According to an American intelli-
gence report, the number of casualties on the Chinese side was 35.
Following the Galwan Valley incident, the government gave the armed 
forces "full freedom" to give a "befitting" response to any Chinese mis-
adventure along the LAC. The Army sent thousands of additional troops 
to forward locations along the border following the deadly clashes. The 
IAF has also moved air defence systems as well as a sizeable number of 
its frontline combat jets and attack helicopters to several key air bases.

1500 Structures In Prohibited...
(a) that no further construction shall be allowed in these areas.
The CEO said that there was no Scheme for relocation or rehabili-
tation of built-up areas and hamlets existing within wildlife and 
forest zones.
In order to ensure that there is no illegal construction activity in Pahal-
gam, the court observed that a digital blueprint of the existing struc-
tures and their surroundings requires to be prepared, which would 
include cadestial mapping, photography and videography. “In the re-
port financial incapacity is reported for undertaking the relocation or 
rehabilitation of the built-up areas / hamlets existing within wildlife / 
forest zones. But keeping in view the preservation and conservation of 
the fragile ecology and environment including forests and wildlife, this 
aspect cannot be compromised under any circumstances,” the court 
said, adding, “It is the sole responsibility of the Government whose im-
perative duty lies in such conservation, to have the existing structures 
video-graphed / photographed on the same lines as has been under-
taken in Dal Lake area in Srinagar.”
The court has also directed that each building owner located in the for-
est, wild life areas shall submit the complete site plan of the existing 
construction with photographs to the Chief Executive Officer, Pahal-
gam Development Authority and the Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag. 
“The Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, and the Chief Executive Officer, 
Pahalgam Development Authority shall cause verification of the sub-
missions by the owners; prepare a list of owners as well the locations, 
sizes of the plots and extent of construction on which the construction 
exists,” the court said.
The CEO Pahalgam Development Authority and the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Anantnag, the court said shall initiate and submit a report to 
the Court for undertaking digital documentation including videogra-
phy, the cadestial mapping photographs of all the existing structures 
via drones in Pahalgam on the same lines as had been done in and 
around the Dal Lake.
“The respondents shall complete all proper digital documentation, of 
the forest and wildlife areas clearly demarcating places where the con-
struction exists,” the court said, adding, “We also direct that the vid-
eography of the forest and wildlife area shall also be undertaken by the 
aforesaid officers.”
The court also ordered that the record shall be put in the public do-
main and safely preserved both by the Deputy Commissioner, Anant-
nag, as well as the Chief Executive Officer, Pahalgam Development 
Authority. “A status report in this regard shall be filed before this 
Court within six weeks from today,” the court said. Regarding Solid 
Waste Management Bye-Laws, Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, 
filed a status report stating that all the Municipal Committees in Dis-
trict Anantnag including Municipal Council Anantnag have notified 
the Bye Laws.   “With regard to the Solid Waste Management Bye-
laws, the Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, shall file a status report 
with regard to the action taken for implementation of the Solid Waste 
Management Bye-laws and the details of fines which have been re-
covered in the process thereto,” the court said and ordered  that such 
report shall be filed within eight weeks. (GNS) 

Cross-LoC Shelling Continues...
with small arms and intense shelling with mortars in Degwar and Malti 
sectors," the spokesperson said.
He said the cross-border shelling was going on when last reports were 
received. There has been no report of any casualty on the Indian side so 
far.

Govt Jobs Given To Kin Of...
necessary formalities were processed," an official of the district admin-
istration said.
He said the deputy commissioner handed over the appointment orders 
to Mohammad Sarfaraz and Mohammad Naheem, both residents of 
Mankote, and Sajjad Ahmed of Shahpur.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
Ceasefire Offered Without 
Salah-Ud-Din’s Nod: Geelani
‘Jamaat chief doesn’t consult me on important issues’

Observer News Service
 

SRINAGAR : Former chairman of the  All Par ties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) and senior Jama’at-e-Islami leader, Syed 
All Shah Geelani, said today the unilateral ceasefire announced 
by the Hizbul  Mujahideen chief commander operations, Abdul 
Majid Dar, did not have the consent of the Hizb supreme com-
mander, Syed Salah-ud-din. In an interview with CNS, he said 
Salah-ud-din had endorsed the  announcement in the interest of 
unity in the out-fit’s rank and file.

Describing the ceasefire offer merely as a view, Geelani said 
the, centre’s hurried acceptance of it was aimed at her desire to uti-
lise the matter in her favour, Admitting that Dar had spoken with 
him on telephone before making the announcement, he said he had 
made it dear that the ceasefire would be tantamount to defeat.

 ADVICE TO WAIT: Geelani said he had advised Dar to 
wait till the organisational elections of Jama’at-e-Islami and 
also to consult other militant groups.He also sought Dar’s meet-
ing with him and another Jama’at leader, Muhammad Ashraf 
Sehrai, before making the ceasefire announcement. 

Referring to Abdul Majid Dar’s reported statement that 
efforts were on to resume the dialogue, Geelani said the talks 
should be held between all the parties to the dispute and to solve 
the basic issue of       Kashmir. “It is imperative for purposeful 
talks and their success to remove the existing bottlenecks”, 
he said citing India’s refusal to accept Kashmir as a dispute or 
claiming it as her integral part as the main hurdles in it.

 FUTILE TALKS: Asserting that the recent talks between the 
Hizb and the centre were a futile exercise, Geelani asked what 
necessity there was to work out the modalities. “At some places, 
the Hizb cadres were asked to surrender arms and at others they 
were officially sounded to stay in certain specified areas. In some 
areas, identity of Hizb men was asked for”, he said, adding that 
all this was done to make inroads into the outfit with a view to 
harming it at an available opportunity. Pakistan, Geelani said, 
was a basic and inalienable party to the Kashmir dispute. 

The Hurriyat stand on resolution of the issue has remained 
flexible and the alliance always welcomed any suggestion for 
the purpose. He said the Hurriyat should stick to its stand of 
tripartite talks to solve the issue.

Kashmir Observer, August 28, 2000

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4: 33

ZUHR	 12: 32

ASR	 5:13

Magrib	 7:06
ISHA	 8:30

•	 476- German ruler Flavius Odoacer captures Pavia
•	 1521- Belgrade captured by troops of Turkish Sultan Suleyman 

the Magnificent
•	 1542- Turkish-Portuguese War (1538-1557) - Battle of Wofla: the 

Portuguese are scattered, their leader Christovão da Gama is 
captured and afterwards executed.

•	 1789- William Herschel discovers Saturn’s moon Enceladus
•	 1845- Scientific American magazine publishes its first issue.
•	 1849- Venice under Daniele Manin surrenders to Austrians under 

Radetsky, having been under siege since July 20 after proclaim-
ing independence

•	 1859- A geomagnetic storm causes the Aurora Borealis to shine 
so brightly that it is seen clearly over parts of USA, Europe, and 
even as far afield as Japan.

•	 1861- Battle of Fort Hatteras,NC
•	 1862- Battle of Thoroughfare Gap, VA
•	 1864- The first Geneva Convention, governing rules of warfare, 

signed by 26 nations.
•	 1884-First known photograph of a tornado is made near How-

ard, SD
•	 1910- Nicholas I, who first assumed power in 1860 and had his 

reign interrupted by Turkish rule, again proclaims himself king
•	 1916- Germany declares war on Romania
•	 1916- Italy declares war against Germany
•	 1924-Georgian opposition stages the August Uprising against 

the Soviet Union.
•	 1937- Toyota Motors becomes an independent company.
•	 1943- Denmark declares a universal strike against Nazi occupiers
•	 1964- US weather satellite Nimbus 1 launched
•	 1973-India & Pakistan sign POW accord
•	 1974- Soyuz 15 returns to Earth
•	 1993- Dam breaks in Qinghai West China, 223 killed
•	  1995- Kuwaiti Oil Minister Abdul Mohsen al-Medej announces 

that his country will increase its oil production capacity to as 
much as 3.5 million barrels per day by 2005

•	  1998- Pakistan’s National Assembly passes a constitutional 
amendment to make the “Qur’an and Sunnah” the “supreme 
law” but the bill is defeated in the Senate.

•	 2013- China and Russia walk out of a UN Security Council meet-
ing after the US pushes for immediate action against Syria’s use 
of chemical weapons

•	 2013- 51 people are killed in a series of bombings across Iraq

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

 08  Muharram
1442

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

 NOTICE

Whereas an application has been recieved from 
one. Shri :  Altaf Hussain Parray
S/o:   Ghulam Mohammad Parray
R/o:  Bundgam Budgam  owner of vehicle bearing 
Registration No: JK04E-0610 for cancellation of 
hire purchase agreement with M/S J&K Bank B/U 
Budgam .
Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general 
public that objections if any to the proposed cancellation of hire 
purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the office of the 
Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a pe-
riod of 12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the 
daily newspaper .
 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1338	
 Dated  27-08-2020

Assistant Regional Transport officer
 Budgam Kashmir
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU &  KASHMIR 

SRINAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE  ENGINEER LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION 

NOTICE 
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DIPK-NB-2020/20

AC approves up-gradation, 
improvement of Mughal Road
84.11 Kms to be resurfaced at an estimated cost of Rs 47.41 Crore

Draft Agr Produce, 
Livestock Marketing Bill, 
2020 Approved
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 27:  The Admin-
istrative Council (AC) which met here 
today under the chairmanship of Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, accorded 
sanction to the submission of draft J&K 
Agricultural Produce and Livestock Mar-
keting (Promotion and facilitation) Bill, 
2020 to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India for its promulgation.

The passage of Bill will pave the way 
for deeper integration of electronic mar-
kets throughout the country through 
e-NAM (National Agriculture Market). 
Consequently, it will prevent leakages at 
intermediary level by eliminating brokers 
and distributors, thus enabling farmers to 
directly sell their produce in open market.

For managing the assets and regulat-
ing activities of various fruit Mandis in 
J&K, the proposed Bill provides for es-
tablishment of Agriculture Produce Mar-
keting Committees (APMCs). It further 
includes several provisions for welfare of 
farmers ranging from contract farming, 
direct marketing, special commodity mar-
ket, setting up of markets in private and 
co-operative sector, to e-trading, single 
point of levy of market fee, single regis-
tration of market functionaries, unified 
single trading license and alike.

 IUST conducts Webinar

‘Let’s Speak Our Heart Out’ 
Awantipora: Islamic University 
of Science and Technology (IUST) 
conducted a webinar entitled 
‘Let’s Speak Our Heart Out’ here 
on Wednesday. 

Student Council Committee 
and Dean of the Students, IUST 
jointly conducted the webinar 
with the aim to give a space and 
platform to emerging writers to 
share their work. 

During the webinar, more 
than 30 participants participated 
and shared poetry and write ups 
with the fellow participants. 

"We are happy for such an 
initiative taken by the Univer-
sity and we are hopeful that such 

events will be held in future, ex-
pressed one of the participants". 

  The participants also 
shared the view that due to 
global pandemic, it becomes re-
ally hard to keep morale up and 
holding such programs enlight-
en them and provide a space to 
share their feelings.

I/C Dean of Students, Dr. 
Anisa Jan expressed that such 
programs are conducted to give 
space and a platform to the stu-
dents where they can share their 
thoughts with the rest of the world

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 27:  The 
Administrative Council (AC) 
which met here today under 
the chairmanship of Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha, 
approved up-gradation, im-
provement and resurfacing of 
Mughal Road at an estimated 
cost of Rs 47.41 Crore  for a to-
tal length of 84.11 Kms.

The decision of the Ad-
ministrative Council is aimed 
at proper upkeep /mainte-
nance of the road to check 
avoidable loss of human life 
in various road accidents and 
ensuring smooth vehicular 
movement.

 In recent years, Mughal 
Road being the alternate link 
between Jammu and Sri-
nagar has gained significance 
by reducing the distance and 

travel time between Poonch- 
Rajouri districts of Jammu 
province and Srinagar and 
other districts of Kashmir 
province.

It has also brought to the 
fore, vast tourism to Shopian-
Dubjan-Pir Ki Gali-Buflaiz-
Surankote-Poonch-Rajouri 
sector. Besides the twin dis-

tricts of Poonch and Rajouri 
through Mughal road link 
have received access to medi-
cal and educational facilities 
available in Kashmir valley.

We are happy 
for such an 

initiative taken by 
the University and 
we are hopeful that 
such events will be 
held in future, 
expressed one of the 
participants
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Go beyond lockdown

W
ith fifteen more people succumbing to corona-
virus infection in J&K  on Wednesday, eleven 
of them from Kashmir, the number of fatalities 
caused by Covid-19 across the Union Territory 

has risen to 664. J&K has also recorded a fresh 704 cases, 
taking the total number of people infected by the virus to 
34,480. Srinagar has once again recorded the highest num-
ber of 198 cases. 

If anything, it shows a steady rise in the number of 
cases over the past five months, with no signs of the gov-
ernment getting a grip on the runaway contagion. That 
too despite the government imposing  first a 70 day long 
lockdown and following it up intermittently with small 
duration lockdowns. And these measures seem to have 
achieved little other than hitting the economy hard. 

In hindsight, it should be clear to the government 
that the lockdowns have not helped. Either the lockdown 
was not inherently helpful a measure in addressing the 
outbreak of the contagion or the tool was badly handled. 
But as for their handling, the lockdowns were strictly 
enforced, creating a curfew like situation on the streets. 
This also helped prevent the gatherings including the re-
ligious assemblies. But considering the exponential rise 
in the number of Covid-19 cases since then, it can be safe-
ly concluded  that the lockdown has only made a minor 
redeeming difference to the spread of contagion. And by 
now the government  should have learnt its lesson and ex-
plored other measures against the deadly contagion. And 
the most overriding of such measures should have been 
the strict enforcement of the safety precautions in public. 

But this is something that seems to have only been 
followed in breach. For example, it is now obvious to one 
and all that despite the standing government instructions 
a predominant majority of people do not wear masks in 
public.  More alarmingly, the masks are conspicuously ab-
sent from the faces of most of the passengers using public 
transport. And none of these violators is taken to task. 

This is strange. The government is ready to lock ev-
erything down at the drop of a hat, and doesn’t care two 
hoots about wrecking the economy that, in turn, deprives 
thousands of people of their livelihood. But it shirks from 
implementing the law when it comes to forcing people to 
observe precautions during the unlock period.  It is time 
it does so now. The government needs to urgently work on 
two fronts: one, run an aggressive advertising campaign 
alerting people to the deadliness of coronavirus and the 
urgency of observing safety precautions. Second, a strict 
action needs to be taken against the people who go out 
without masks or participate in large gatherings. These 
are the only pragmatic and hopefully helpful tools to tackle 
the contagion. That too, with least damage to the economy. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

More pain for economy

T
hree weeks after its monetary policy committee de-
cided to hold fire on interest rates amid accelerating 
retail inflation, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
forecast more pain for the economy. Its assessment 

of the economic landscape and its prognosis for near-term 
prospects posit a stark picture: of demand hollowed out by the 
severe shock to private consumption, public finances strained 
by the imperative of funding mitigation measures, anaemic 
appetite for investment among corporates and credit-flow-
impeding risk aversion among bankers, to name but a few. 
The COVID-19-induced economic contraction that manifested 
itself in the fiscal first quarter, is now almost certain to extend 
through the July-September period, the RBI said in its Annual 
Report. Observing that the “reimposition or stricter imposi-
tion of lockdowns” in different parts of the country in July 
and August had mainly contributed to damping the tentative 
revival in momentum seen in the preceding two months, it 
said several recent high-frequency indicators pointed to an 
unprecedented retrenchment in activity. Noting that the ser-
vices sector has been a prime mover of the Indian economy, 
the central bank flagged the fact that whatever consumption 
had survived the shock was now manifesting as essential 
spending with services including transport and hospitality 
almost completely eviscerated.

The Central government, which has gamely attempted 
‘pandemic proofing’ demand by increasing its net revenue 
expenditure by a third in the first quarter, is, however, likely 
to find itself strapped for resources in the coming months. As 
a result, it would have little leeway to continue to undergird 
momentum. States too are expected to find their finances so 
tightly squeezed as to have to cut capital spending. In its pre-
scription to overcome the funds crunch, however, the central 
bank appears to run into a contradiction. The RBI suggests 
that the government should help “crowd in” private invest-
ment through targeted public investment that could be funded 
by monetising assets in steel, coal, power, land and railways. 
But given that private companies have been either too highly 
in debt and therefore keen to use gains from the government’s 
corporate tax rate cut to repay loans, or loath to raise capital 
spending when saddled with excess capacity, it is hard to see 
the government raising much out of its privatisation efforts. 
Ultimately, as Expenditure Secretary T.V. Somanathan has 
acknowledged, the Centre may opt to marshal its meagre re-
sources more prudently and wait for the curve of infections 
to start flattening before committing to any further stimulus 
spending. A revival will ensue only once consumers regain 
confidence to go out and spend. And that, as of now, seems a 
fair distance away. 

The Hindu

I
f we develop clones of children 
and grow them in different coun-
tries of the world, there are more 
chances that they will grow as 

different individuals, and with differ-
ent capabilities. This suggests that the 
level of knowledge that one gets in life 
is greatly influenced by the surround-
ing environment that includes social, 
political, family, and cultural back-
grounds, to name a few. And ironically, 
children of such varied backgrounds 
are treated as equal in the classroom 
environment in schools. This is a fact, 
and we all go through this process of 
cognitive disorientation. 

Ideally, this should not be the case 
because it is illogical to think that all 
these children can be measured using 
just one scale, which usually consists 

of various components of assessments 
in a course such as tests, examination 
and assignments. When the teachers 
use the same grading scale for all such 
children, they’re simply implanting 
seedlings to hinder their intellectual 
capability and growth. This is because 
every student absorbs course content 
differently which will in turn lead to 
different grades. 

The grading system may work 
only when students are from the 
same socio-economic backgrounds 
and have the same kind of support 
systems. Even this homogeneity will 
prove inconsequential because one 
cannot ignore the quality of schooling, 
teachers, mentors, and infrastructure 
in shaping a child’s cognitive devel-
opment. Therefore, grades cannot 

quantity talent and intellect, which 
undoubtedly form the backbone of a 
child’s knowledge-bank.

However, with the prevalent state 
of affairs we’re stifling the possibility 
of an education that craves for cre-
ativity, wisdom, and equality. How 
many media portals interview less 
achievers, and why does everyone run 
towards high achievers? By doing so, 
we’ve created a harsh celebrity cul-
ture that breeds inequality and the 
real purpose of education is defeated 
because it should actually build a sys-
tem that values justice, equality, and 
togetherness.

Humans sought knowledge to un-
derstand the world, universe and to 
create conditions that prioritize safe-
ty, security, love, and comfort for all. 

While our forefathers started to build 
blocks of knowledge that are aimed to 
make our lives comfortable, happy, 
and peaceful; why are we destined to 
do the opposite?  

The best remedy to educate our 
children in a manner that they value 
creativity, curiosity, and together-
ness, is to foster an environment 
where they are loved, cared, and edu-
cated, regardless of their achieve-
ments. In the present world, we are 
in dire need of people who can pri-
oritize peace, sharing of resources 
(intellectual/material) and teach our 
kids the same. 

Dr Afroz Ahmad Shah
afroz.shah@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Need an education system that values curiosity

E n t a n g l e d  E c o n o m y 

Quantifying Kashmir’s 
Economic Winter

One year of surviving the double whammy of security and Covid-19 lockdown

C
ONTRARY to the age old 
wisdom that “Lightning 
never strikes the same 
place twice”, the Kashmir 

economy, already marred with po-
litical uncertainties & economic 
backwardness, witnessed two 
black swan events of systemically 
gigantic scale within a short span 
of only eight months. First, it was 
the cataclysmic event of August 5, 
2019 which froze everything living 
and paused anything moving and 
then came this lethal pandemic 
that  uprooted the very founda-
tions of even the most advanced 
economies across the globe. Due 
to this double whammy of nested 
lockdowns and triple tragedy of the 
communication gag, logistical re-
strictions and demand shock, hav-
oc of unprecedented proportion has 
been unleashed on all sectors of the 
Kashmir economy. So what is the 
size of this colossal impact?

Given the financial and opera-
tional unfeasibility of aggregating 
individual losses from millions of 
households and businesses, eco-
nomic contraction at a macro level 
is often calculated using proxy in-
dicators. In order to arrive at an 
indicative quantum of loss that 
Kashmir’s economy has incurred 
in the last 12 months, we shall rely 
on proxies like historical trends 
in the economic output as per of-
ficial Government records and 
market published consumption 
related data points. Besides data, 
the accuracy and relevance of any 
loss calculation model depend on 
a thoroughly researched set of as-
sumptions that form the building 
blocks of the methodology. There-
fore it is essential to briefly em-
bark on the assumptions before 
discussing the results.

First, given the highly skewed 
geographical distribution of the 
first systemic shock, the loss as-
sessment is done only for the 10 dis-
tricts of Kashmir division. Since 
Kashmir comprises around 55 per-
cent of the region’s population, the 
economic output figures assumed 
for calculating loss for Kashmir 
valley have accordingly been down-
sized at 55 percent of J&K’s GSDP.

Second, some sub sectors like 
Public Administration & Defense, 
Electricity, Gas, Water and other 
utility services, Mining and Quar-
rying, Forestry and Logging, Fish-
ing and Aquaculture have not 
been factored while calculating the 
losses. It is assumed that these sub 
sectors were operating at normal 
capacity because they either fall 
under the domain of Government 
spending, survival consumption 
or are considered insignificant for 
the purpose of calculations. These 
sectors comprise around 35 percent 
of the total economic output, imply-
ing that only 65 percent of the econ-
omy has been taken for assessment 
of economic contraction.

Third, the entire period from 
5th Aug 2019 to 4th Aug 2020 has 
been classified into 4 phases. First 
phase comprises of 120 days of com-
plete shutdown from 5th August 
2019 to 3rd Dec 2019. Second phase 
comprises of 109 days of partial 
opening of economy from 4th Dec 
2019 to 21st Mar 2020. The third 
phase comprises of 70 days of com-
plete lockdown on account of Co-

vid-19 from 22nd March 2020 to 31st 
May 2020. And the last and fourth 
phase comprises of 65 days of in-
termittent lockdowns, restrictions 
and choked economic activity from 
1st June 2020 to 4th August 2020.

Based on the economic output 
of all the constituent sectors from 
primary, secondary and tertiary 
categories and the assumed drop in 
economic sectors by around 85 per-
cent the estimated loss for the first 
phase of the year comprising 120 
days of shutdown and communica-
tion blockade arrives at a whop-
ping Rs 17,878.18 Crore or a per day 
loss of Rs. 148.98 Crore.

Interestingly, our per day loss 
calculation of approximately Rs. 
149 crore is in line with two authen-
tic studies. First one was a part of 
J&K Economic Survey 2016 which 
had estimated a loss of Rs. 16000 
crore for 116 days of lost business 
during 5 months long political tur-
moil in the valley. The daily loss 
therefore from GoJK accounts ar-
rives at Rs 138 Crore. Pertinently 
the nature of shutdown and com-
munication blockade in 2016 was 
far less severe in terms of geograph-
ical distribution within the valley 
and therefore comparatively less 
than what is relevant for the previ-
ous 12 months. Another research 
by SEBI registered and RBI accred-
ited rating agency Acuite Ratings 
and Research Limited (ARRL), has 
pegged per day loss on account of 
lockdown across India at Rs 35,000 
crore. Since J&K contributes 0.77 
percent to the national GDP, the 
daily loss to J&K comes to Rs 269.50 
crore of which Kashmir’s share is 
estimated at Rs 148.22 crore approx. 
(55percent of JK GSDP).

Phase-2 comprising 109 days of 
partial opening of economy from 
early 4th Dec ‘19 till 21st Mar 2020, 
belongs to the most economically 
inactive portion of the calendar 
year. With hostile weather, all edu-
cational institutions shut, sarkari 
darbar in Jammu, regular CASOs 
in every nook and corner of the val-
ley and a perceived threat of demo-
graphic change, the economic out-
put is assumed to have dropped by 
a drastic 45 percent. The resulting 
loss  amounts to Rs 7308.45 Crore.

March 22nd witnessed the 
mother of all lockdowns encom-
passing entire India, which, on pa-
per, lasted for 70 days till 31st May 
2020. With a per day loss of around 
Rs. 149 crore, phase 3 has cost the 
10 districts of Kashmir economy 
with a back breaking amount of Rs. 
10,430 Crore.

Similarly, 65 days of unlock 1.0 
and 2.0 from June 1st till 4th Aug 
2020 too were marred with frequent 
covid-19 infection outbursts, in-
effective unlock, total closure of 
transport sector, tourism sector and 
e-commerce. Export sector which 
contributes over Rs 1,700 crore to 
the export economy annually, was 
already gasping for breath from sus-
tained high speed internet blockade 
and was now getting overwhelmed 
under the debris of a severe global 
recession. Our, otherwise steady, 
annual stream of Rs. 1300 Crore for-
eign remittances from Kashmiris 
working across the globe too started 
facing the heat of global lockdown. 
Domestic businesses suffered huge 
income losses resulting in wide-

spread bank defaults, rampant job 
cuts and foreclosures. Consumption 
too was severely devastated due to 
accelerating job cuts which in turn 
shook the demand mercilessly. The 
economic output is assumed to have 
nosedived by approximately 55per-
cent, resulting in an unavoidable 
loss of Rs. 5326.75 Crore.

The assumed percentage drop in 
economic output in various phases 
of last 12 months have been careful-
ly mapped with various consump-
tion data points like sale of cars, 
tractors, two-wheelers, commercial 
vehicles, mobile phones and occu-
pancy in hotels and resorts etc.

For example, compared to an an-
nual sales figure of Rs.650 Crore and 
Rs. 750 Crore for FY 2017-18 and FY 
2018-19, the mobile phones market in 
Kashmir valley, with an aggregate 
sales figure dropping to Rs 250 crore, 
registered a contraction of over 
66percent in FY 2019-20.

Likewise, compared to automo-
bile sales of 64,445 units for J&K for 
last four months of 2018 calendar 
year, the sales data for the same pe-
riod from September ‘19 to Decem-
ber ‘19 nosedived to only 34,271 units 
registering a contraction of over -53 
percent. The months of April 2020, 
May 2020, June 2020 and July 2020 
were even worse with a respective 
YoY (Year on Year) contraction of 
-100 percent, -98.57 percent, -87.60 
percent and -53.50 percent. Perti-
nently, these figures are for entire 
J&K and given the geographical 
distribution of the economic slump, 
the figures of Kashmir valley alone 
are expected to be even worse.

Based on the above discussed 
assumptions and methodology, the 
cumulative loss therefore for the 4 
phases arrives at a whopping Rs. 
40,943.38 Crore. With a nominal 
GSDP of Rs 1.587 Lakh Crore for 
entire J&K and Rs. 87,285 Crore 
for Kashmir valley, a loss of Rs. 
40,943.38 crore means a respec-
tive contraction of 25.80  percent 
and 46.90 percent for the previ-
ous 12 months. These are not just 
simple numbers. A contraction of 
this scale which has wiped almost 
half of the Kashmir valley’s GDP 
in just 12 months period will have 
serious and long lasting ramifica-
tions on the ground. With drain-
ing household savings and eroding 
business capital, Government’s 
loan bonanza is falling woefully 
short. This economic catastrophe 
is already wreaking havoc with 
lakhs of bread earners losing their 
jobs, businesses closing down amid 
rampant bank defaults and average 
households finding it excruciat-
ingly hard to make the ends meet. 
Policy responses on the other hand 
are not only short in size but late 
in delivery. It is time that both, the 
UT government as well as the union 
government put their heads togeth-
er and respond with a sustainable 
fiscal stimulus so that Kashmir sur-
vives this brutal economic quag-
mire with dignity.

Ejaz Ayoub has been working 
in the BFSI industry in the field 
of Financial Risk Management, 

Strategy and Foreign Exchange. 
He can be reached at:ejaz.ayoub@

gmail.com.

Ejaz Ayoub
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Ashura: An Open Letter To 
The Silent Majority

T
he sacred month of Mu-
harram follows the sacred 
month of Zil Hijjah. Author 
argues that the true signifi-

cance of Ashura and the martyrdom 
of Imam Hussain must be addressed 
honestly to create awareness among 
Muslims about issues of legitimacy, 
justice, dignity and freedom in Islam.

IT will break my heart if I have to 
sit through another typical �Ashura 
gathering. That is why I have decid-
ed to write this letter appealing for 
full disclosure and impartiality from 
scholars lecturing at most masjids 
around the world.

At many of these commemora-
tions, much time is spent relating how 
Allah (swt) blessed a string of noble 
prophets on �Ashura, the 10th day of 
the sacred month of al-Muharram, 
as they spread the divine message on 
earth. But little to no time is given to 
discuss the �Ashura event that safe-
guarded this same message from cor-
ruption after the era of the prophets 
came to an end.

This event was the sacrifice of 
Imam Husayn, the grandson of the fi-
nal prophet, Muhammad (pbuh), and 
son of Fatimah (one of the four perfect 
women), a courageous soul who stood 
up against an illegitimate regime to 
save Allah�s (swt) rule from the clutch-
es of tyranny, corruption and oppres-
sion. As poet Allama Iqbal wrote, �The 
story of the Kabah is unfortunate, sim-
ple and colorful. It began with Isma�il 
and ended with Husayn.�

So, respected scholars, when you 
remind us on the 10th of al-Muharram 
that on this day, that Adam (a) was for-
given after his exile, remember to talk 
about Imam Husayn as he is chief of 
the youth of those eternal gardens of 
Paradise.

�that Noah (a) was rescued on the 
ark, remember to talk about Imam Hu-
sayn as his family was likened to that 
ship of salvation. The Prophet (pbuh) 
said, �Whoever embarked on it was 
saved, and whoever turned away from 
it perished.�

�that Moses (a) defeated Pharoah, 
remember to talk about Imam Husayn 
as he resisted the pharaoh of his time 
with faith, nobility and valor. Imam 
Husayn said, �I have not come out with 
the intention of violence and rebellion 
or in obedience to my passions, and 
it is not my object to create mischief 
on the earth or to oppress anyone. My 
only object is to reform the affairs of 
the Muslim Ummah and to act accord-
ing to the conduct of my father and 
grandfather.�

�that Jacob was reunited with 
his son Joseph (a), remember to talk 
about Imam Husayn as he lost on this 
day his young sons, including a thirsty 
baby pierced by an arrow in the neck 
while being cradled in his arms.

�that Abraham (a) was protected 
from the fire, remember to talk about 
Imam Husayn as he was left the last 
man standing �under the blazing sun, 
on the parched land and against the 
stifling heat of Arabia,� in the words of 
historian Washington Irving.

Now, don�t stop short. Continue 
the narrative by reminding us what 
our own Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
did on this fateful day. With dust on 
his head and dust in his beard, he was 
the first to propagate the plight of Hu-
sayn, the grandchild he once cuddled 
in his lap and rode on his back. �I have 
just been at the slaying of al-Husayn,� 
he told his wife Umm Salamah in a 
dream of hers, according to her tearful 
narration (recorded by al-Tirmidhi).

Respected scholars, I ask you to 
disseminate the story of Imam Husayn 
far and wide � not for the sake of his-
torical truth or inclusiveness � but be-
cause it is the Sunnah (social conven-
tion) of the Prophet (pbuh) and exactly 
what the world needs right now!

People in all corners of the globe 
are finally wising up to the injustic-
es being committed against them.  It 
is from Imam Husayn they can learn 
how a small cadre of people dedicat-
ed to truth, peace and justice can un-
dertake a successful struggle against 
tyrannical regimes with wide-reach-
ing control. �Let humanity awaken 
and every tribe will claim Imam 
Husayn for their own,� predicts poet 
Josh Malihabadi.

Salina Khan

So, respected 
scholars, when 

you remind us on the 
10th of al-Muharram 
that on this day, that 
Adam (a) was 
forgiven after his 
exile, remember to 
talk about Imam 
Husayn as he is chief 
of the youth of those 
eternal gardens of 
Paradise.

Sexism in Kashmiri Language
Kashmiri language is filled with everyday words and phrases which demean 

and objectify women and it is time we purge our language from the plague of misogyny

Ahymon Ayoub

ABC of commonly used phrases about 
women in Kashmir: 
Veariv gai qabar, tset aasi ya zeeth, yi 
cha bardaash Karin - In-laws’ home is a 
grave, uncomfortable or comfortable — 
bear with it 
shoob– Grace, a Son
koor cha luk hund maal-  Daughters are 
others’ assets/property
Khodah soozyinas rut Khareedaar - May 
she get a nice customer as her husband
kouri mohnyui- A gendered handicap
Khodah pholneavnai dyekas te potras- 
May your fate — your husband and your 
son flourish

I
n Kashmir, the debate over lan-
guage usually circumambulates the 
concerns of social heritage and the 
need to preserve it. Largely seen as 

a mode of transmission of values, cul-
ture and collective history; language is 
hardly scanned for its power of creating 
our world-views, organising our social 
lives and shaping our sense of wrong and 
right. Consequently, we become the ped-
dlers of prejudicial and exclusionary be-
haviours, almost as a part of our genetic 
and social duty.

Being a part of a society, one tends 
to internalise and exhibitnormalised yet 
abnormal proclivities. Consequently, we 
busy ourselves with internalising every 
piece of learning that falls on our ears 
from diverse media and are content with-
modelling ourselves on the template that 
social mechanisms turn all of us into. 

However, women hardly have the 
privilege of remaining oblivious to the 
struggles they face. Each attitude that op-
presses women finds itself translated into 
a verbal-biasharboured against them. The 
pervasiveness of these sexist attitudes in 
our colloquial conversations only goes 
onto show that subordination or exclusion 
of women isn’t some violent spectacle that 
erupts on some unfortunateSunday. It is 
a normalised attitude which is deeply en-
meshed in our everyday routines, off-the-
cuff conversations,stereotyped images and 
the social expectations directed at women. 

Every time a boy’s birth in the neigh-
bourhood is exalted toshoob, one can’t 
help but mourn the existential rejec-
tion women are subjected to in Kash-
mir. From extreme marginalisation of 
bint-e-Hawwain the briefest pleasant-
ries like,Khodah pholneavnai dyekas te 
potras, to objectifying statements like 
Khodah soozyinas rut Khareedaar and-

koor cha luk hund maal;devaluation of 
women seems likean invasive yetunchal-
lenged norm. 

These samples of conventional wis-
dom imagine her as some tradable and 
perishable commodity to be sold off, 
lest it diminishes in value. Such idiom-
atic expressions put a women’s existence 
subservient to that of a man. Her worth 

and value isconsidered contingent upon 
the health of relations she shares with 
men as a daughter, mother or a wife — 
not as an individual.

The normalisation of such discrimi-
natory languageis so internalised that 
women participate and in some cases 
encourage such views. In fact,even with 
the awareness of these misgivings in 

our language, expressions like kouri 
mohnyui seem harmless in the face of 
the monstrous and fulminating phrases 
like, Veariv gai qabar, tset aasi ya zeeth, 
yi cha bardaash Karin. 

Very often, these leitmotifs of subju-
gation use the garb of religion and mo-
ralityto bludgeon women into submis-
siveness. They champion misogyny in 
the name of religion and turn the word 
of God to the task of Satan. Ironically, 
the ideals of docile and submissive wom-
englorified in public discourses clash 
with the strong and principled figures 
of Islamic history who fought for Haq/
Rights. The values of fierceness and 
bravery of Prophet’s (peace be upon 
him) female companions like Hz Nusaiba 
binti Kaab (r.a), the political merit exhib-
ited by the likes of Queen of Sheeba and 
countless other figures have rarely ever 
shaped the ideals upheld and celebrated 
in our society. 

Reading carefully into the workings 
of language, the fault of sexism is hardly 
a fault of Kashmiri language per se. Mi-
sogyny is itself a language with a deep-
seated,multi-pronged attitude that mani-
fests itself in a myriad of ways; language 
only betokening one of them. 

Awareness and sensitisation on the 
issue, although gradual are contributing 
toward the much-needed erasure of de-
valuing language. We as a society are re-
quired to revisit how language continues 
to be used as a tool of inhibition rather 
than liberation.Preserving our heritage 
doesn’t merely entail wholesale and lazy 
emulation of symbols of the past. It must 
involve screening them to criticism be-
fore handing them down to progeny.

Rhetorically the significance of lan-
guage in imagining our worlds couldn’t be 
put more eloquently than Hafez in this verse: 

“The words we speak become the 
house we live in”

-
Ahymon Ayoub has completed her Masters 

in Sociology from Kashmir University and is a 
freelance researcher interested in topics related 

to Islam and Women

Preserving our heritage doesn’t merely entail wholesale and lazy 
emulation of symbols of the past. It must involve screening them to criticism 

before handing them down to progeny.
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Parental Instruction Instrumental 
For Children To Learn How To 
Safely Cross Busy Roads

Agencies

Learning to cross a busy street 
is anything but easy for a 
child, especially in places 
where the traffic doesn’t 

stop. Children must first identify a 
safe gap in traffic, use refined mo-
tor skills to precisely step off a curb 
the moment a car passes, and safe-
ly reach the other side of the street 
before the next vehicle arrives.

Research says parents can help 
their children in the same.

A new study from the University 
of Iowa reports that parents who 
use road crossings as teachable mo-
ments help their youngsters learn 
road-crossing skills faster and be-
come better at crossing streets. The 
researchers learned this by watch-
ing sets of parent-child duos--with 
the children varying in age from 6 
to 12 years old--cross a virtual road 
with continuous traffic.

A finding says that children who re-
ceived constructive advice from their 
parents--especially the pointing out 
of safe gaps in traffic ahead of time-
-learned best-practices in crossing 
more readily and crossed more safely.

“This is something children need 
to learn how to do. It’s an impor-
tant, common, real-world skill,” said 
Elizabeth O’Neal, a postdoctoral re-
searcher in the Department of Psy-
chological and Brain Sciences at Iowa 
and the first author on the study.

“Children learning ahead of time 
how to choose a sizable gap be-
tween vehicles leads to safer cross-
ing outcomes. We found there’s a 
lot that parents can do to help their 
children learn those skills and to 
keep their kids safe,” added O’Neal.

By far, the safest way for a child 
to cross a road is at an intersection 
with a walk sign, a stoplight, or 
with marked crosswalks. But ve-
hicles may not stop, even at cross-
walks, and there are many roads 
where no crossing markings exist.

This puts children at risk. In 
2018 alone, 175,000 youngsters 
between the ages of 1 and 14 were 
injured as pedestrians, according 
to the National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, a branch 

of the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The Iowa researchers wanted to 
understand whether parents could 
help their children cross roads more 
safely, as well as study how the 
parents offered help. In multiple 
rounds, 64 parents with a child aged 
6, 8, 10, or 12 crossed a virtual, sin-
gle-lane road with a line of oncom-
ing vehicles traveling at 25 miles per 
hour. The participating pairs were 
instructed to watch the traffic and 
then decide together when to cross.

The main results show that across 
all ages, parents proactively pointed 
out safe traffic gaps in just 30% of the 
crossing exercises. In other instanc-
es, parents simply instructed their 
children to cross or began crossing 
without saying anything.

When parents gave helpful in-
struction, their children showed a 
10 percent improvement in how 
quickly they entered the road after 
the first car passed and a 7 percent 
gain in the margin of time between 
when they reached the other side 
of the road before the next car ar-

rived. The researchers say those 
seemingly small gains in motor 
timing substantively increase the 
chances of a successful crossing.

“When you’re crossing roads 
with your child, don’t just say, ‘Let’s 
go!’ when you want to go. Help the 
child look at the oncoming traffic 
and pick out ahead of time which 
gap you’re going to choose. It helps 
the child learn how to pick the gap 
ahead of time and to correctly time 
when to cross,” said Jodie Plumert, 
a professor in the UI Department of 
Psychological and Brain Sciences 
and a co-author of the study.

The findings add to previous 
results by researchers in the UI’s 
Hank Virtual Environments Lab 
(led by Plumert and Joseph Ke-
arney, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Computer Science at Iowa) 
showing that most children don’t 
fully grasp how to identify gaps in 
traffic and correctly time their road 
crossings until age 14.

That study appeared in April 
2017 in the Journal of Experimen-
tal Psychology: Human Percep-

tion and Performance, published 
by the American Psychological 
Association.

A few previous studies have looked 
at how children crossroads and then 
interviewed their parents afterward. 
According to the Iowa researchers, it 
was clear from those studies that on 
the whole, parents weren’t actively 
helping their children learn how to 
safely negotiate road crossings.

Plumert says the most recent study 
is the first to examine how parents 
can help children learn to prospec-
tively control their movements and to 
understand what is needed mentally 
and physically to cross safely.

“If this was something that parents 
were doing most of the time, then 
that would be great,” Plumert said.

“But our study shows that par-
ents aren’t using effective strate-
gies to help their child learn about 
safe road crossings all that often. 
But the times the parents do have 
useful instructions, it’s really help-
ful to the child. They just show 
much better performance crossing 
roads,” added Plumert.

Covid-19: Does A Face 
Mask Protect Me, Or Just 
The People Around Me?

Agencies

WASHINGTON- Does 
a face mask protect 
me, or just the peo-
ple around me? It 
likely provides pro-
tection for both.

Studies on the 
new coronavirus and 
other germs show 
wearing a mask helps stop infected people from spread-
ing disease to others. Evidence also suggests that masks 
may offer some protection for the people wearing them.

The virus spreads from droplets people spray when 
they cough, sneeze or talk. Surgical or cloth face masks 
can block most of those particles from spreading.

While some droplets may still spread out, wearing a 
mask could reduce the amount, providing a benefit to oth-
ers. Research shows people don't get as sick when exposed 
to smaller amounts of virus, said Dr Monica Gandhi, a virus 
expert at University of California, San Francisco.

And masks may protect the people wearing them by 
reducing the amount of droplets from others that might 
make contact with them. In two US food processing 
plants where masks were required and infection clus-
ters occurred, Gandhi noted that most workers who de-
veloped COVID-19 had mild illness or no symptoms.

Research on a different coronavirus has also found 
low infection rates among people who frequently 
wore masks in public. Experts say masks are particu-
larly important with the new coronavirus because 
infected people can be contagious even if they don't 
have symptoms.

Scientists Calculate Earth’s Ice Age 
Temperatures, And How Low Did It Go

Agencies

Guided by ocean 
plankton fossils 
and climate models, 

scientists have calculated 
just how cold it got on 
Earth during the depths 
of the last Ice Age, when 
immense ice sheets cov-
ered large parts of North 
America, South America, 
Europe and Asia.

The average global tem-
perature during the period 
known as the Last Glacial 
Maximum from roughly 
23,000 to 19,000 years 
ago was about 46 degrees 
Fahrenheit (7.8 degrees 
Celsius), some 13 degrees 
Fahrenheit (7 Celsius) cold-
er than 2019, the research-
ers said on Wednesday.

Certain regions were much 
cooler than the global aver-
age, they found. The polar 
regions cooled far more than 
the tropics, with the Arctic 
region 25 degrees Fahrenheit 
(14 degree Celsius) colder 
than the global average.

The researchers made 
their calculations with the 
aid of chemical measure-
ments on tiny fossils of 

zooplankton and the pre-
served structures of fats from 
other types of plankton that 
change in response to wa-
ter temperature - what they 
called a “temperature proxy.”

This information was then 
plugged into climate model 
simulations to calculate av-
erage global temperatures.

“Past climates are the only 
information we have about 
what really happens when 
the Earth cools or warms to 
a large degree. So by study-
ing them, we can better con-
strain what to expect in the 
future,” said University of 
Arizona paleoclimatologist 
Jessica Tierney, lead author 
of the research published in 
the journal Nature.

During the Ice Age, 
which lasted from about 
115,000 to 11,000 years 

ago, large mammals well 
adapted to a cold climate 
such as the mammoths, 
mastodons, woolly rhinos 
and saber-toothed cats 
roamed the landscape.

Humans entered North 
America for the first time 
during the Ice Age, cross-
ing a land bridge that once 
connected Siberia to Alas-
ka with sea levels much 
lower than they are today.

Human hunting is be-
lieved to have contributed 
to mass extinctions glob-
ally of many species at the 
end of the Ice Age.

“What is interesting is 
that Alaska was not entirely 
covered with ice,” Tierney 
said. “There was an ice-free 
corridor that allowed hu-
mans to travel across the 
Bering Strait, into Alaska.

Agencies

A team of researchers 
has now shed light on 
the influence of vita-
min D supplementa-

tion on a baby’s developing gut 
microbiome.

The study, published in the 
journal Gut Microbes, found that 
vitamin D supplementation is 
associated with compositional 
changes in a baby’s microbiome-
-notably a lower abundance of 
the bacteria Megamonas--at 
three months of age.

“Vitamin D plays an im-
portant role in early life, sup-
porting bone metabolism and 
the healthy development of a 
baby’s immune system,” said 
senior author Anita Kozyrskyj, 
a professor in the Department 

of Pediatrics at the University 
of Alberta and a CHILD Cohort 
Study investigator. “Most in-
fants in North America receive 
vitamin D, either as a supple-
ment to breastfeeding or as 
an ingredient in commercial 
infant formulas, so we wanted 
to understand the association 
between vitamin D and the 
presence or abundance of key 
bacteria within a baby’s intes-
tinal tract.”

The researchers examined fae-
cal samples taken during home 
visits from 1,157 infants who 
are part of the CHILD Cohort 
Study--a national study that is 
following nearly 3,500 Canadian 

children from before birth to ad-
olescence with the primary goal 
of discovering the root causes of 
allergies, asthma, obesity, and 
other chronic diseases.

They found that direct vi-
tamin D supplementation of 
infants with vitamin D drops 
was associated with a lower 
abundance of Megamonas, re-
gardless of how a baby was 
fed (breastfed or formula-fed). 
“While little is known about 
Megamonas in infancy, our pre-
vious research suggests there 
may be a link between this bac-
terium and asthma or respira-
tory viral infections, so vitamin 
D may offer additional ben-

efits for childhood health that 
should be studied further,” add-
ed Kozyrskyj, also a member 
of the Women and Children’s 

Health Research Institute.
The researchers also assessed 

the association between infant 
and maternal vitamin D supple-
mentation and the presence of 
Clostridioides difficile (C. diffi-
cile) in a baby’s gut. “Some in-
fants carry the diarrhoea-caus-
ing bacterium C. difficile in their 
guts without any symptoms.

However, when the levels 
of gut bacteria become im-
balanced, this particular bac-
terium can multiply, causing 
illness and increasing the sus-
ceptibility to chronic disease 
later in childhood,” commented 
first author Kelsea Drall, an MSc 
graduate from the U of A and an 

AllerGen trainee.
The study found that nearly 

30 per cent of the infants car-
ried C. difficile, but there was 
a lower incidence of the bacte-
rium among exclusively breast-
fed infants. However, neither 
infant supplementation with 
vitamin D drops nor maternal 
vitamin D supplementation 
during pregnancy or after de-
livery was associated with C. 
difficile colonization. “Interest-
ingly, maternal consumption 
of vitamin D-fortified milk was 
the only factor that reduced the 
likelihood of C. difficile coloni-
zation in infants,” added Drall.

According to Kozyrskyj, an 

infant’s gut microbiota under-
goes a rapid change in early life. 
Therefore, it is critical to un-
derstand the factors associated 
with microbial communities 
populating the infant gut during 
this key developmental period.

“Low vitamin D levels have 
been associated with a respi-
ratory syncytial virus (RSV)--a 
common lung infection among 
infants--and more recently, 
susceptibility to COVID-19 dis-
ease,” she pointed out. “In the 
CHILD Cohort Study, we have 
a unique opportunity to follow 
our study children as they get 
older to understand how mi-
crobial changes observed as a 
result of dietary interventions 
may be associated with later 
health outcomes such as asth-
ma and viral infections.”

Vitamin D Supplements Are Vital For Baby’s Gut Microbiome: Study
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Wellington, New Zealand: 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern welcomed the 
life sentence for the Christ-
church mosque gunman on 
Thursday, saying he deserved 
a lifetime of “complete and ut-
ter silence”.

“The trauma of March 15 
is not easily healed but today 
I hope is the last where we 
have any cause to hear or ut-

ter the name of the terrorist 
behind it,” said Ardern, who 
was widely praised for her re-

sponse to the attacks last year 
that killed 51 Muslim wor-
shippers.

Agencies

Moscow: In the most violent 
skirmish in months between 
US and Russian forces in Syria, 
a vehicle collision in the east-
ern part of the war-torn coun-
try left American troops with 
concussions, two US officials 
said Wednesday.

One official said Russian 
vehicles sideswiped a light-
armored U.S. military vehi-
cle, injuring four Americans. 
The official said two Russian 
helicopters flew above the 
Americans, and one of the 
aircraft was within about 70 
feet the vehicle.

While there have been 
several other recent incidents 
between the American and 
Russian troops who all patrol 
in eastern Syria, officials de-

scribed this one as the most 
serious. US troops are usually 
accompanied by members of 
the US-backed Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces.

Both officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to provide 
details of the incident that were 
not yet made public. One offi-
cial said the incident happened 
deep inside the eastern Syria 
deconfliction zone, where Rus-
sian troops generally should 
not be present.

The officials said the in-
cident is being discussed by 
senior officials from both 
countries who routinely work 
to prevent conflicts between 
troops in that area. US and 
Russian commanders have fre-
quent conversations to try and 
avoid contact between their 
troops there. 
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Don’t Need Covid Test After 
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New Zealand Mosque Shooter 
Sentenced To Life Without Parole
Agencies

Christchurch: A court in New 
Zealand has sentenced a self-
confessed white supremacist 
who killed 51 Muslims as they 
prayed at two mosques in 
Christchurch to life imprison-
ment without parole, the first 
time such a sentence has been 
handed down in the country.

Brenton Tarrant, a 
29-year-old Australian, plead-
ed guilty earlier this year to 51 
charges of murder, 40 counts 
of attempted murder and one 
charge of committing a ter-
rorist act during the March 
2019 rampage in the southern 
city, which he livestreamed on 
Facebook.

In delivering the sentence, 
High Court Judge Cameron 
Mander said on Thursday that 
a finite term was insufficient 
for such a crime and that Tar-
rant had shown no remorse.

“Your crimes are so 
wicked that even if you are 
detained until you die it will 
not exhaust the requirements 
of punishment and denuncia-
tion,” Mander said.

“As far as I can discern, 
you are empty of any empathy 
for your victims.”

Prosecutors told the court 
at the opening of the sentenc-
ing hearing on Monday that 
Tarrant had been planning 
the attacks for a long time and 
wanted to create fear among 
immigrants.

The killer had been rep-
resenting himself and said 
through a lawyer in court on 
Thursday that he did not op-
pose the sentence. Dressed in 

grey prison clothes and sur-
rounded by guards, Tarrant 
did not react to the sentence.

“The hatred that lies at 
the heart of your hostility to 
particular members of the 
community that you came to 

this country to murder has no 
place here - it has no place any-
where,” Mander said.

‘Complete and utter silence’
Temel Atacocugu, who 

survived being shot nine times 
during the attack at the Al 
Noor mosque, said he felt re-

lieved at the sentence.
“Finally we can breathe 

freely, and we feel secure, and 
my kids feel secure,” Atacocu-
gu told The Associated Press 
news agency. “The justice sys-
tem has locked up this ideol-
ogy forever.”

Gamal Fouda, the imam 
of Al Noor Mosque, said that 
“no punishment would bring 
our loved ones back”, but was 
proud of New Zealand’s re-
sponse to extremism.

“We respect our justice 
system and in New Zealand 
Muslim community, and the 
non-Muslim as well - we stood 
together against hate. And 
with it, our own model for 
the world. Extremists are all 
the same. Whether they use 
religions, nationalism or any 
other ideology,” he said.

“All extremists, they rep-
resent hate. but we are here 
today. We represent love, 
compassion, Muslim and non-
Muslim people of faith and of 
no faith. That is us, New Zea-
landers, and we are very proud 
that we are Muslims in New 
Zealand and we’ll continue to 
serve this country, and no pun-
ishment again is going to bring 
our loved ones back.”

Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said she was relieved 
“that person will never see the 
light of day”.

“The trauma of March 15 
is not easily healed, but today I 
hope is the last where we have 
any cause to hear or utter the 
name of the terrorist behind 
it. His deserves to be a lifetime 
of complete and utter silence,” 
she said.

“Lifetime Of Utter Silence”: New Zealand 
PM On Christchurch Mosque Shooter

China fires ‘aircraft 
carrier killer’ missile in 
warning to US
Agencies

Beijing: China has fired two 
missiles, including one dubbed 
an “aircraft-carrier killer”, into 
the South China Sea, according 
to a news report, in a pointed 
warning to the United States 
as tensions in the disputed sea 
lane rise to new levels. 

The South China Morning 
Post reported on Thursday that 
Beijing fired one intermediate-
range ballistic missile, DF-26B, 
from Qinghai province and an-
other medium-range ballistic 
missile, DF-21D, from Zhejiang 
province on Wednesday in re-
sponse to US aerial activities 
in a “no-fly zone”.

In response, Mark Esper, 
the US defence chief, said Chi-
na has repeatedly fallen short 
of promises to abide by inter-
national laws, noting China 
seems to be flexing its muscles 
the most in Southeast Asia.

The two missiles were re-
portedly fired in the direction 
of the area between Hainan 
province and the disputed 

Paracel Islands, the Hong 
Kong-based publication added, 
quoting an unnamed source.

According to the newspa-
per, a US U-2 spy plane had 
reportedly entered a Chinese-
designated “no-fly zone” on 
Tuesday without permission 
during a live-fire naval drill 
conducted by China in the Bo-

hai Sea off its north coast.
In a social media post, Liu 

Xiaoming, China’s ambassa-
dor to the United Kingdom, 
said the US move “severely 
disrupted” China’s normal 
exercises and “training activi-
ties”.

Zhao Lijian, China’s for-
eign ministry spokesman, 
described the spy plane over-
flight as “provocative actions” 
and urged the US to stop. 

China’s military will nei-
ther “dance to the tune of 
the US” nor allow the United 
States to “cause trouble”, de-
fence ministry spokesman Wu 
Qian said on Thursday.

Amid rising tensions be-
tween both militaries, he said 
China hopes the United States 
can take practical measures to 
create a “positive atmosphere” 
for high-level exchanges be-
tween their two militaries.

The DF-26B missile, which 
was formally launched ear-
lier this month, is capable of 
hitting moving targets at sea, 
making it an “aircraft-carrier 

killer”, according to the state-
owned Global Times.

Chinese defence ministry 
spokesperson, Senior Colonel 
Wu Qian, was previously quot-
ed as saying the missile can 
carry conventional or nuclear 
warheads and is capable of 
launching precision strikes on 
land and sea targets.

Agencies

Washington, United States: 
After previously encouraging 
people without Covid-19 symp-
toms to get tested if they have 
been exposed to someone diag-
nosed with the virus, US health 
authorities have abruptly re-
versed their position without a 
clear explanation.

The changes in guidance 
were quietly made to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) website on 
Monday amid US media re-
ports of political interference 

from the White House.
President Donald Trump 

has repeatedly said that the 
US should do less testing, and 
blamed testing for making it ap-
pear as though the country is do-
ing poorly against the pandemic.

This is not true: though the 
US is testing at a high level, 
that is because its outbreak is 
worse than any other country 
in the world, with more than 
5.8 million confirmed cases and 
almost 180,000 deaths.

The CDC’s site previously 
said: “Testing is recommended 

for all close contacts of persons 
with SARS-CoV-2 infection. 

“Because of the potential 
for asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic transmission, it 
is important that contacts of 
individuals with SARS-CoV-2 
infection be quickly identified 
and tested.”

The site now says: “If you 
have been in close contact 
(within 6 feet) of a person with 
a COVID-19 infection for at 
least 15 minutes but do not have 
symptoms, you do not necessar-
ily need a test unless you are a 
vulnerable individual or your 

health care provider or State or 
local public health officials rec-
ommend you take one.”

Fauci critical 
In a call with reporters, se-

nior health department official 
Brett Giroir said, “The new 
guidelines are a CDC action. 
As always, guidelines received 
appropriate attention, consul-
tation and input from (corona-
virus) Task Force experts.”

Giroir did not elaborate on 
what new evidence had led to 
the guidance. 

Saudi Arabia’s Most Famous Prisoners 
Go Silent During Pandemic
Agencies

Riyadh: Saudi authorities have 
severed contact between some 
of the kingdom’s most promi-
nent detainees and their fami-
lies, escalating a crackdown on 
dissent that threatens to strain 
relations with Western allies.

Loujain Al-Hathloul, a 
women’s rights activist whose 
2018 arrest made global head-
lines, hasn’t called her fam-
ily since June 9, her sister 
said. Princess Basmah bint 
Saud - a royal family member 
imprisoned with her adult 
daughter - hasn’t contacted 
relatives since April, when her 
detention was made public on 
Twitter, according to people 
familiar with the matter. And 
Salman Al-Odah, a prominent 
religious cleric detained in 
2017, made his last call on May 
12, according to his son.

Most were previously al-
lowed to make regular, even 
weekly, phone calls home. 
Now, they’ve fallen silent.

“I’m worried to the degree 
that I really am numb at this 
point,” said the cleric’s son, 
Abdullah Alaoudh, explaining 
that he’s heard from many others 

in the same situation. “They’re 
worried sick about their fami-
lies, and whether there have 
been any coronavirus cases, and 
why the government is just keep-
ing them in the dark.”

Meanwhile, Saudi officials 
are moving forward with an-
other set of cases that have 
caused upset in the United 
States. A group of intellectuals 
and writers detained last year 
that includes two Saudi-Amer-
ican dual nationals - Salah Al-
Haidar and Bader Al-Ibrahim 
- recently received their list 
of charges, according to three 
people familiar with the matter.

They’re expected to face 
trial in a court reserved for 
terrorism and other security-
related cases, the people said.

The Saudi government’s 
Center for International Com-
munication, which fields in-
quiries from foreign media, 
did not respond to requests for 
comment. Calls to the General 
Directorate of Prisons’ public 
relations department were not 
answered, while a request for 
comment sent to its official me-
dia email bounced back with 
an automated message that the 
inbox was full.

Skirmish in Syria: Vehicle collision 
with Russians injures 4 US troops

Essam el-Erian

“Butcher Of Bosnia” Personally Oversaw 1995 
Srebrenica Massacre: Prosecutor

T
he Hague: Prosecutors urged 
UN judges on Wednesday 
to uphold former Bosnian 
Serb military chief Ratko 

Mladic’s genocide conviction, say-
ing he personally oversaw the 1995 
Srebrenica massacre of some 8,000 
Muslim men and boys.

Mladic, 78, is appealing against 
his 2017 conviction and life sen-
tence by a tribunal in The Hague for 
genocide over the massacre and for 
crimes against humanity and war 
crimes throughout the 1992-95 Bos-
nian war.

The former general dubbed 
the “Butcher of Bosnia” resorted to 
“genocide, extermination and mur-
der” as part of a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing to drive out Croats and 
Muslims from the UN-protected area, 
prosecutor Laurel Baig said.

“Mladic was in charge of the Sre-
brenica operation, Srebrenica was 

Mladic’s operation. And the chamber 
was right to conclude that he was re-
sponsible for these crimes,” Baig told 
the court.

“He used the forces under his 
command to execute thousands of 
men and boys,” she added, describ-
ing the slaughter as being on “a scale 
not seen on European soil since the 
Second World War.”

Mladic will be allowed to speak for 
10 minutes later on Wednesday at the 

International Residual Mechanism for 
Criminal Tribunals -- which handles 
cases left over from the now-closed UN 
tribunal that convicted him.

Lawyers for Mladic say that he 
was away from Srebrenica by the 
time the killings began.

“Mr Mladic is not a villain,” de-
fence lawyer Dragan Ivetic said, blam-
ing the murders on “rogue revenge-
seekers” among Bosnian Serb troops.

The Srebrenica massacre was 
the bloodiest single episode from the 
Bosnian war, which erupted as com-
munal rivalries tore apart Yugosla-
via after the fall of communism.

In all about 100,000 people were 
killed and 2.2 million displaced dur-
ing the conflict.

Killings “by the truckload”
Prosecutors said the Bosnian 

Serb general was “personally over-
seeing” the operation to take Sre-
brenica.

Jeff Bezos And Elon Musk 
Just Became “Obscenely Rich”

T
hree of the world’s richest peo-
ple have achieved staggering 
new levels of personal wealth.

The net worth of Amazon.
com Inc. founder Jeff Bezos eclipsed 
$200 billion on Wednesday as shares of 
the e-commerce giant climbed to a re-
cord. The move simultaneously pushed 
his ex-wife MacKenzie Scott, 50, to the 
brink of becoming the world’s richest 
woman, just behind L’Oreal SA heiress 
Francoise Bettencourt Meyers.

Elon Musk, meanwhile, extended 
an extraordinary stretch of wealth 

gains to become a centibillionaire. 
Tesla Inc. shares rallied Wednesday, 
pushing his net worth to $101 billion, 
according to the Bloomberg Billion-
aires Index, a listing of the world’s 500 
richest people.

Tech companies boosted the S&P 
500 and Nasdaq Composite indexes 
to new highs for a fourth straight 
day, buoyed by news that the Fed-
eral Reserve is likely to keep short-
term interest rates near zero for at 
least five years.

The gains by Bezos, 56, and Musk 
represent just the latest high water 
mark for wealth accumulation in a top-
sy-turvy year defined by both surging 
markets and catastrophic human and 
economic loss. The world’s 500 richest 
people have gained $809 billion so far 
this year, a 14% increase since Janu-
ary, even as a global pandemic caused a 
record drop in gross domestic product 
and millions of lost jobs.

Scientists revise 
the age of earth’s 
solid inner core

R
esearchers have im-
proved the estimate of 
the age of our planet’s 
solid inner core, putting 

it at 1 billion to 1.3 billion years 
old. Earth’s inner core is the in-
nermost geologic layer of the 
Earth.  

The results place the core at 
the younger end of an age spec-
trum that usually runs from 
about 1.3 billion to 4.5 billion 
years, but they also make it a 
good bit older than a recent es-
timate of only 565 million years.

Mosque shooting survivors, from left, Mustafa Boztas, Wassail Daragmih and Temel Atacocugu as they leave 
the Christchurch High Court after the sentencing hearing for Brenton Tarrant [Mark Baker/ AP]

Brenton Tarrant, a 
29-year-old Australian, 
pleaded guilty earlier 
this year to 51 charges 
of murder, 40 counts 
of attempted murder 
and one charge of 
committing a terrorist 
act during the March 
2019 rampage in the 
southern city, which 
he livestreamed on 
Facebook.
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SHIKARA'S remain steady in Srinagar's Dal Lake as rains lashed Kashmir Valley for the second straight 
day on Thursday. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Supreme Court Declines Permission 
For Muharram Processions Across India
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Thursday declined permission for 
carrying out Muharram procession 
across the country and asked Luc-
know-based petitioner to move be-
fore the Allahabad High Court with 
his plea.

The apex court said how can it 
pass a general order for the whole 
country.

A bench comprising Chief Justice 
S A Bobde and Justices A S Bopanna 
and V Ramasubramanian said it 
would lead to chaos and targeting of 
a particular community.

�You are asking for a general or-
der and then if we allow this there 
will be chaos. Particular commu-
nity will be targetted for spreading 
Covid. We don't want that. We as a 
court cannot risk the health of all the 
people,� the bench, which heard 

the matter through video conferenc-
ing, said.

The bench allowed the petitioner 
to withdraw the petition with the 
liberty to approach the high court 

with limited prayer of holding pro-
cession in Lucknow.

The apex court was hearing a PIL 
was filed by Shia leader Syed Kalbe 
Jawad.

Farmers Driven To Debt As Banks 
Turn Risk-Averse During Pandemic
MUMBAI: Last month, Dnyaneshwar 
Siddhanth, a farmer from Maharash-
tra, was in desperate need of money 
to buy seed and fertilizer as the mon-
soon sowing season approached.

But after being rejected by his bank 
for a loan despite several attempts, 
Siddhanth finally borrowed 150,000 
Indian rupees ($2,021) from a mon-
eylender at a rate of 60% annually.

Amid the country's worst econom-
ic slowdown in decades due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic, mil-
lions of farmers like Siddhanth are 
being shunned by banks as lenders 
turn cautious due to rising bad loans.

That is forcing them to turn to il-
legal moneylenders who are charg-
ing increasingly exorbitant rates, ac-
cording to over a dozen farmers and 
bankers that Reuters spoke to.

Agriculture accounts for near 15% 
of India's $2.8 trillion economy and 
is a source of livelihood for more 
than half of its 1.3 billion people.

Higher interest rates will reduce 
farm earnings, impacting overall ru-
ral incomes which are key to reviv-
ing the economy.

"Most of the profit goes to paying 
interest to a private moneylender," 
Siddhanth said.

"Everything now depends on mon-
soon rains. If the crops fail, then I will 
have to sell land to repay the loan."

LENDERS HAMSTRUNG
Till last year private moneylenders 

were charging 24-36% interest, but are 
now asking for 48-60% as more farm-
ers seek loans, said Prashant Kathe, 

another farmer who has borrowed 
300,000 rupees at a 60% interest rate.

Typically, banks charge anywhere 
between 4-10% for crop related 
loans.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
government has been instructing 
banks to increase lending, but bankers 
say they are choosing to be cautious.

Economists forecast India's econo-
my to shrink by 5.1% in the current 
fiscal year, the weakest performance 
since 1979.

Lenders also complain that they 
are caught up by farm loan waiver 
schemes announced by several gov-
ernments to win over farmers ahead 
of elections.

"Even though some of the states 
announced the scheme years ago, 
the money has still not reached the 
bank so technically the farmer's ac-
count is a non-performing asset for 
us and we can't give more loans till 
the outstanding is cleared," said the 
head of agriculture lending at a large 
state-owned bank.

Last year, Maharashtra govern-
ment, had announced that banks 
will write off loans of up to 200,000 
rupees to distressed farmers.  

Siddhanth, who already owed a 
bank 178,000 rupees from a previ-
ous loan, was covered under the 
scheme. However, the state govern-
ment is yet to provide funds to repay 
it, and nearly one-third of the loan 
remains outstanding.

As of October 2019, 10 states that 
had announced farm loan waivers 
since 2014-15 had yet to complete 
the promised loan write-offs, ac-
cording to local media reports.

"Only about 30-35% of the prom-
ised amount by the various state 
governments has been sanctioned to 
the bank," said a senior banker who 
didn't wish to be identified.

The high level of bad loans in the 
agriculture sector is another deter-
rent to more lending.

The share of soured loans in the 
segment has risen from 8.4% as of 
September 2018 to 10.1% as of March 
2020, at a time when the overall 
share of bad loans in the banking 
sector has been going down.

"There is reluctance to lend in the 
agri segment due to poor asset quality, 
as a result banks are more keen to lend 
if there is gold as collateral, but other-
wise fresh lending in the segment has 
been tepid," said Anil Gupta, analyst at 
credit rating agency ICRA.

Between March and June this 
year, lending to the agriculture sec-
tor contracted 1.8%, according to the 
Reserve Bank of India. During June 
2019-2020, lending to the sector 
grew by 6.7% compared to 11% in the 
same period the previous year.

Phase 6 Of Vande Bharat 
Mission To Begin From 
September 1: Centre
NEW DELHI: The Ministry of 
External Affairs on Thursday 
said the phase 6 of the Vande 
Bharat Mission to repatriate 
Indians stranded abroad due 
to COVID-19 pandemic will 
begin on September 1.

Speaking on the Vande 
Bharat Mission's Phase 5, 
Anurag Sriv-
astava, MEA 
Spokesper-
son, said the 
phase will 
culminate on 
August 31.

"Phase 6 
of Vande Bharat Mission 
scheduled to begin on Sep-
tember 1, based on an as-
sessment of demand by our 
missions abroad, flights are 
being rescheduled by Air 
India group and private car-
riers," Mr Srivastava said at 
the weekly virtual briefing.

He further said, "During 
the Phase 5 of Vande Bharat 

Mission, which will end on 
August 31, 900 international 
flights have been operated 
from around 22 countries 
reaching 23 airports across 
India. More than 12 lakh 
stranded Indians have been 
repatriated by different 
modes under mission till 

August 26."
"The bubble 

arrangements 
will continue 
as per sched-
ule in the next 
phase," he 
added.

India has so far established 
air bubbles arrangements 
with the US, UK, France, Ger-
many, UAE, Qatar, and the 
Maldives.

The negotiations are un-
derway with Australia, Italy, 
Japan, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Bahrain, Israel, Kenya, the 
Philippines, Russia, Singapore, 
South Korea and Thailand. 

India Slams Pak For 
Evading "Responsibility" 
For Pulwama Terror Attack
NEW DELHI: India on Thurs-
day slammed Pakistan for 
evading responsibility for 
the Pulwama terror attack 
and pointed out that Jaish-
e-Mohammad chief Masood 
Azhar, a key accused in the 
case, continues to find shel-
ter in that country.

External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Anurag Sriv-
astava said the charge sheet 
into the Pulwama attack 
case has been filed after an 
investigation spanning one-
and-a-half years.

"Jaish-e-Mohammad had 
claimed the responsibility of 
Pulwama attack. The organ-
isation and its leadership are 
in Pakistan. It is regrettable 
that Masood Azhar, the first 
accused in the charge sheet 
continues to find shelter in 
Pakistan," Mr Srivastava said 
at an online media briefing.

"Enough evidence has 
been shared with Pakistan 
but it continues to evade re-

sponsibility," he added.
The National Investiga-

tion Agency (NIA) has filed 
a charge sheet in the Pul-
wama case detailing how 
Pakistan-based JeM terror 
outfit planned and carried 
out the attack.

"It (charge sheet) has been 
filed to address the act of 
terrorism and to bring per-
petrators of such a heinous 
crime to justice. Our aim is 
not to simply issue state-
ments or notifications," Mr 
Srivastava said.

India had carried out a 
strike on a JeM terrorist 
training camp in Pakistan's 
Balakot area on February 26 
last year, in response to the 
Pulwama attack in which 40 
CRPF personnel were killed.

Mr Srivastava also added 
that Pakistan has not yet 
taken any credible action 
against the perpetrators of 
the Mumbai terror attack of 
2008 which resulted in the 
loss of 165 innocent lives.

On Pakistan's U-turn on 
presence of Dawood Ibra-
him in the country, Mr 
Srivastava said Islamabad 
has never taken "any cred-
ible and verifiable action" 
against terror entities or 
listed individuals, including 
the most wanted ones.

"This subsequent denial 
by their Foreign Office calls 
into question their intentions 
and it would not mislead the 
world community in believ-
ing its propaganda," he said.

"Pakistan must take cred-
ible action and ensure 
that the listed individuals 
are prosecuted," the MEA 
spokesperson added.

Ibrahim's name figured 
in a list of 88 people which 
was published as a Statutory 
Regulatory Order (SRO) by 
Pakistan's Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

However, later Pakistan 
rejected media reports say-
ing the SRO list is an ac-
knowledgement of Ibrahim's 
presence in the country. 

"JAISH-E-MOHAMMAD HAD claimed the 
responsibility of Pulwama attack. The organisation 
and its leadership are in Pakistan. It is regrettable 

that Masood Azhar, the first accused in the charge sheet 
continues to find shelter in Pakistan,"

India Witnesses Record-
Breaking 75K COVID-19 
Cases In A Single Day
NEW DELHI: With 75, 760 
fresh cases and 1, 023 deaths, 
India recorded the highest 
single day jump in COVID-19 
cases on Thursday as over-
all cases crossed 33.10 lakhs, 
while total deaths in the 
country so far reached 60, 472.

However, the number of 
recoveries too zoomed to 
25.23 lakhs, out of which 
56,013 persons were dis-
charged from medical su-
pervision in the last 24 
hours. India's Recovery Rate 
now is 76.24 per cent. The 
Recovery Rate is best in Del-
hi (90%), followed by Tamil 
Nadu (85%), Bihar (83.80%). 
The country as of Thursday 
now has 7.26 lakh cases un-
der active medical care.

“The sustained high re-
coveries have ensured that 
the actual caseload of the 
country, ie, active cases, 
comprise 21.93% of the total 
positive cases,” said health 
ministry officials.

“A focus on standard of 
care protocol as described 

in the clinical manage-
ment protocol of Ministry 
of Health Ministry, better 
skilled doctors in the ICUs 
and hospitals, improved 
ambulance services, use of 
non-invasive oxygen and use 
of investigational therapies 
have led to the national Case 
Fatality Rate (CFR) maintain-
ing its downward slide. It has 
further slumped to stand at 
1.83% today,” officials added.

As per data, ten States/UTs 
are faring better in terms of 
Recovery Rate than the na-
tional average. The CFR is 
lowest in Assam (0.27%), fol-
lowed by Kerala (0.39%), Bihar 
(0.42%), Odisha (0.51%), Telan-
gana (0.70%), Tripura (0.87%), 
Andhra Pradesh (0.93%), 
Chhattisgarh (0.95%), Goa 
(1.08%) and Jharkhand (1.09%).

No Loan Interest Waiver For 
Middle Class, Rahul Gandhi 
Slams "Suit Boot Ki Sarkar"
NEW DELHI: Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi today at-
tacked the government over 
interest on deferred loan 
payments and asked why it 
gave tax benefits of ₹ 1.45 
lakh crore to businesses but 
did not waive interest on 
loans for the middle class.

In a tweet, he said, 
"1450000000000 tax cut 
benefit given to big busi-
nesses. But no interest 
waiver on loans for middle 
class" and dubbed the gov-
ernment of being a "suit 
boot ki Sarkar".

He also tagged a news re-
port stating that the Supreme 
Court slammed the Centre 
and asked it to clarify its stand 
on charging of interest on de-
ferred loan payments.

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday said the Centre 
is "hiding behind the RBI" 
and asked it to reply within 

a week on the issue of in-
terest being charged on in-
stallments which have been 
deferred under the central 

bank's scheme during the 
moratorium period amid 
COVID-19 lockdown.

The court had earlier 
asked the Centre and the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) to 
review the move to charge 
interest on EMIs during the 
moratorium period intro-
duced under the scheme due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Aamir Khan Under Fire For Forging Friendship With 'Enemies Of India'
New Delhi: Bollywood star 
Aamir Khan has long been a 
hate figure for India's Hindu 
far-right, but now they have a 
new line of attack — his mas-
sive popularity in China.

Khan, 55, is a brand am-
bassador for Chinese smart-
phone maker Vivo, and is also 
major draw on the mainland 
with films such as "Dangal" 
(2016). He even has 1.16 mil-
lion followers on China's 
Twitter-like platform Weibo.

But this week the hard-
line Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) Hindu group put 
the actor on the cover of its 
magazine, calling him "The 
Dragon's favourite Khan", a 
reference to China.

Also criticising Khan's ties 
with Turkey — which has 
slammed India over Kash-
mir — the article said he was 

"forging friendships with 
those that are considered en-
emies of India".

"Aamir seems to be the 
favourite of the Chinese Com-
munist Party system and the 
fact his movies are doing so 
well is an indication that he 
is being promoted by Chinese 
state," the editor of the week-
ly Hitesh Shankar told a news 
website.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's government has 
fanned growing hostility to 
China following a deadly 
clash on their disputed Hima-
layan border in June.

The militaristic RSS is the 
ideological parent of Modi's 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and 
the prime minister -- a devout 
Hindu -- is a lifelong member.

Since Modi came to power in 
2014, the BJP government has 

enacted a number of policies 
that have raised fears of margin-
alisation among India 200-mil-
lion-strong Muslim minority.

Bollywood has a long tradi-
tion of Muslim movie stars and 
the so-called three Khans -- 
Aamir, Salman and Shah Rukh 
-- have dominated box offices 
for the last three decades.

But Aamir Khan stands out 

because of his outspokenness 
-- although he has also been 
photographed meeting Modi.

He is one of Bollywood's 
most bankable leading men 
and has appeared in dozens of 
films -- often playing Hindu or 
Sikh heroes. He has an enor-
mous fan club, which includes 
millions of Hindus.

Khan was the target of a 

vicious online campaign in 
2015 and forced out of sever-
al advertisement campaigns 
after he said his wife feared 
for the safety of their chil-
dren in India.

At the time India was reel-
ing under a climate of inse-
curity following the lynch-
ing of a Muslim man for 
allegedly eating beef, which 
many Hindus believe is sac-
rilegious.

Khan attracted further ire 
when he met Emine Erdogan, 
the wife of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, during a re-
cent film shoot in Turkey.

Erdogan has backed Pakistan 
over Kashmir, a territory that 
both India and Pakistan claim 
as its own but rule in parts. 
China is in control of some 
parts of the mountainous La-
dakh region.

What Mother Teresa Told Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra After Her Father's Death

Mother Teresa's birth 
anniversary: Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra 
recalled what Mother 

Teresa told her when she vis-
ited the family after former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated in May 1991. The Congress 
leader, in a tweet, shared pictures 
of her working with the Sisters of 
the Missionaries of Charity.

"Shortly after my father was 
killed, Mother Teresa came to 
see us. I had fever. She sat by my 
bedside, held my hand and said 
'Come and work with me'," Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra posted on 
the microblogging site. 

"I did so for many years, and 
owe her a great debt of grati-
tude for the abiding friendship 
of all the MC (Missionaries of 
Charity) sisters who continue 

to show me the path of selfless 
service and love," she tweeted. 

Special prayers were held at 
the Mother House in Kolkata, the 
global headquarters of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity, on the 110th 
birth anniversary of St Teresa of 
Calcutta. Entry of visitors was 
restricted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Mother Teresa was born on 
August 26, 1910 in Skopje, pres-
ently the capital of North Mace-
donia, to a family of Albanians. 
She left home at a young age 
and came to India in 1929 with 
the Loreto nuns. She left the 
congregation in the late 1940s 
and started the Missionaries of 
Charity to work among the poor. 

Coronavirus Hits 10 Of 
Dying Andaman Tribe Of 
Just Over 50 People

PORT BLAIR: Ten members 
of India's dwindling Great 
Andamanese tribe have test-
ed positive for the coronavi-
rus, officials said Thursday, 
fuelling concerns about the 
safety of the group and other 
indigenous people in the re-
mote archipelago.

Out of the 10, six have re-
covered and have been put 
in home quarantine, while 
the rest are undergoing 
treatment in a local hospital, 
officials told AFP.

Just over 50 Great Andama-
nese people survive today and 
live on the tiny Strait Island 
where the government looks 
after their food and shelter.

The Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, with a population of 
some 4,00,000, has reported 
2,268 coronavirus cases so 
far with 37 deaths.

Authorities sent a team 
of health officials to Strait 
Island on Sunday after six 
members of the tribe tested 
positive in the archipelago's 
capital Port Blair recently.

Some of the tribe's mem-
bers travel to Port Blair where 
they have government jobs.

"The team tested 37 samples 
and four members of the Great 
Andamanese tribe were found 
to be positive. They are admit-
ted in hospital," Avijit Ray, a 
senior health officer in charge 
of the disease management in 
the Andamans, told AFP.

Sanjiv Mittal, a senior gov-
ernment officer for tribal wel-
fare, told AFP authorities were 
doing their best to keep all the 
members safe and healthy.


