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Heartiest Greetings
to the people of  Jammu & Kashmir

on 

74th  Independence Day

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

2 Cops Killed, Another Injured 
In Srinagar Militant Attack

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Two policemen 
were killed and another in-
jured on Friday in an audacious 
militant attack in Nowgam area 
on the city outskirts on the eve 
of I-day, police said.

Early Friday morning, unidenti-
fied militants appeared in Now-
gam area of the city outskirts 
and opened fire upon a group of 
policemen who were deployed in 
the area as part of the August-15 
security bandobast, a police official 
said. In the surprise militant attack, 
three policemen were injured.

The injured cops were shifted to 
a hospital where two of them suc-
cumbed and the third was under-
going treatment, the official said.

The official identified the 
slain duo as Ishfaq Ayoub and 
Fayaz Ahmad, both from IRP’s 20 
batallion. While Ayoub had bul-
let wounds on right side of chest 
and leg, Fayaz had injuries on 
right thigh, he said.

The injured cop hasPage 02

DGP Blames 
Pakistan

Pakistan and its proxies 
cannot tolerate the 
peaceful atmosphere in 

Jammu and Kashmir, Director 
General of Police (DGP) Dilbag 
Singh said on Friday after mili-
tants shot dead two p-02

2 Jaish OGWs Held 
In Tral: Police 

Police on Friday claimed 
to have arrested two 
militant associates of 

Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
from south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district. The militant as-
sociates were nabbedp-02

Stringent Security Across Valley For I-Day 
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Surprise checks, 
rampant frisking and identifica-
tion checks were held Friday in 
most parts of the Kashmir Val-
ley on the eve of I-day, amid ap-
prehensions of militant strikes 
to disrupt the celebrations.

Police and CRPF personnel 

further intensified the security 
apparatus in Srinagar and other 
parts of Valley to ensure trouble 
free August 15 celebrations af-
ter a militant attack early Fri-
day morning left two cops dead 
and another injured in Nowgam 
here, reports said.

Forces, reports said conducted 
surprise checks and identification 

parades at many parts of the city 
to keep a close watch on the ac-
tivities of the suspicious persons.

Here in this capital city, scores 
of mobile bunkers have popped 
up, where people are being sub-
jected to frisking and identifica-
tion checks, reports said.

Reports said heavy deploy-
ments have also been Page 02
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News Digest 
Soldier Shoots 
Self Dead

Hunter’s Fire Kills 
Bengal Youth 

ACB Arrests Police 
Officer For Taking Bribe

Elderly Man Injured 
In Bear Attack 

Army Recovers Arms 
In Baramulla

Srinagar: In another alleged case 
of suicide in armed forces, a soldier 
on Friday shot himself dead with 
his service rifle in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district. Lance Naik Om 
Prakash ended his life by shooting 
himself with his service rifle at Old 
Air Field in Rangreth area of the 
district on Friday morning, official 
sources said. The soldier died on the 
spot. Official sources said that rea-
son behind the extreme step by the 
solider was not immediately known. 
Meanwhile, police have taken cogni-
zance of the incident and started 
proceedings in this regard.

Srinagar: A non-local youth was 
killed after being hit by a hunter’s 
fire in Trenz area of south Kashmir’s 
Shopian district, officials said 
Friday. 27-year-old Amir Hussain of 
West Bengal was collecting scrap 
in an orchard in Wanpora village of 
Trenz on Thursday evening when 
a cartridge fired by a hunter hit 
him, they said. The youth sustained 
serious injuries in the incident and 
was removed to Srinagar’s SMHS 
hospital for treatment. However, he 
succumbed to his injuries on Friday 
afternoon. The non-local youth, 
they said was putting up in Khanda 
Chadoora. A police p-02

Srinagar: The anti-corruption 
bureau (ACB) on Friday arrested 
a police officer while he was ac-
cepting bribe from a truck driver 
in Batamaloo area of the uptown 
city. Sub-Inspector Farooq Ahmad 
Abassi posted at police station 
Batamaloo was arrested by the 
sleuths of ACB while he was ac-
cepting Rs 3000 bribe from a truck 
driver to release the documents of 
his truck he had confiscated ear-
lier, an ACB spokesperson Friday.
The police officer, he said was 
arrested after the truck driver 
approached ACB with a written 
complaint mentioning p-02 

Srinagar: An elderly man on Friday 
was attacked and injured in a bear 
attack in south Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district. 60-year-old Abdul Gani 
Sheikh of Khangund Tral was graz-
ing cattle in the upper reaches of 
Tral when a black bear attacked 
him, officials said Friday. In the 
attack, he said the elderly man re-
ceived serious injuries in the bear 
attack. “The injured was shifted 
to Sub District Hospital Tral where 
he is undergoing treatment,” the 
official added. (KNT)

Srinagar: The Army recovered 
a cache of arms and ammuni-
tion during a search operation in 
Baramulla district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, an official spokesperson 
said on Friday. The search opera-
tion was launched in Trenarian in 
Dogi Pahad area of the north 
Kashmir district on Tuesday based 
on inputs about the presence of a 
cache of weapons and ammunition 
in the area, the Army spokesperson 
said. The cache was recovered on 
Thursday, he said. According to the 
spokesperson, three pistols with 
magazines and ammunition, 73 
AK rounds, two detonators, 15 gre-
nades and Pakistani currency were 
recovered during the operation.

DIPK-4092/20

Palestinians 
Unanimously Reject 
UAE-Israel Deal
Gaza City - Palestinians reacted 
with shock and dismay after US 
President Donald Trump un-
veiled an agreement between 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Israel to normalise ties.

The deal pledges full normalisa-
tion of relationships between the 
two countries in the areas of secu-
rity, tourism, technology and trade 
in return for suspending Israel's 
annexation plans in the West Bank.

Both the Palestinian leader-
ship and public were caught by 
surprise when the announce-
ment came on Thursday.

"We absolutely had no prior 
knowledge of this agreement," 
Ahmed Majdalani, the Palestinian 
Authority's (PA) minister of social 
affairs, told Al Jazeera. "The timing 
and speed of reaching this agree-
ment were surprising, especially 
that it came at a critical moment 
in the Palestinian struggle."

Former PA minister Munib al-
Masri noted Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, who ruled Abu 
Dhabi for more than 30 years 
before his death in 2004, had al-
ways been a strong supporter of 
the Palestinians.

"The late Sheikh Zayed was a 
dear brother to me, I knew how 
much he was proud of his support 
for Palestine… I never imagined 
that in my lifetime I would see 
the day in which the UAE would 
simply sell the Palestinians out 
for the sake of normalisation," al-
Masri said. "It's very shameful. I 
can't believe it until now."

Other Palestinian officials said 
though the news came abruptly, 
it was not much of a surprise.

"We were not surprised that 
much because the p-02

At Galwan, Bravery In Combat 
Proved Our Resolve: Kovind
New Delhi: President Ram Nath 
Kovind on Friday said while 
India believes in peace it is also 
capable of giving a befitting re-
sponse to any attempt of aggres-
sion as shown by its troops in 
Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh 
after "some in our neighbour-
hood", a veiled reference to 
China, tried to carry out their 
"misadventure of expansion".

In his address to the nation on 
the eve of the 74th Independence 
Day, Kovind also spoke about the 
'Aatmanirbhar' initiative launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
and allayed fears of foreign inves-
tors saying India's self-reliance 
means being self-sufficient with-
out alienating or creating distance 
from the world, with which it 

would continue to engage.
Touching upon the COVID-19 

pandemic, Kovind said the nation is 
indebted to doctors, nurses and oth-
er health workers who have been 
continuously on the forefront of the 
fight against the disease which has 
disrupted all activities world over 
and taken a huge toll. India's CO-
VID-19 caseload surpassed 24 lakh 
on Friday after 64,553 more people 
tested positive and the Page 02 

Wrong Decisions Post-47 Created 
Resentment Among Kashmiris: LG

HRW Seeks Independent Probe 
Into Shopian Encounter
Says No End To ‘Cycle Of Violence’ If Forces Aren’t Held Accountable

DIG Who Nabbed Davinder 
Singh Awarded Gallantry Medal

Press Trust of India 

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice's Deputy Inspector General Atul 
Kumar Goel, who broke a police-mili-
tant nexus by arresting now-suspend-
ed DSP Davinder Singh, is among 81 
personnel of the force who have been 
awarded police medals for gallantry.

Overall, the J&K police's 81 med-
als are the maximum awarded to any 
police force this year, followed by the 
CRPF s 55.

Goel, a 2004-batch IPS officer, had 
personally laid a police picket on a na-
tional highway on January 11 this year 
after intelligence reports indicated that 
Davinder Singh, along with an over 
ground worker of militant groups, was 
ferrying two militants to Jammu to es-
cape the harsh winters.

After a brief altercation, when Singh 
attempted to throw his weight at the 

policemen at the checkpost to escape, 
Goel, according to eyewitness, stepped 
out of his vehicle and slapped the erring 
DSP, following which he was arrested.

The NIA, which took over the case 
subsequently, has already filed a charge 
sheet and alleged that the suspended 
DSP was being groomed by officials of 
the Pakistani High Commission in India 
to get more sensitive information.

Tahir Ashraf Bhatti, a Superinten-
dent of Police in the Special Operations 
Group, a specialised anti-militancy unit 
of the JK police, was also awarded the 
gallantry medal for his counter-militan-
cy work in the Kashmir valley.

A law graduate, hailing from Poonch 
area of Jammu, the officer has been 
incharge of the SOG for the past two 
years. He simultaneously looks after 
the cyber cell, which monitors anti-
India propaganda on the internet.

The force also been given Page 02

8 More Covid-19 Deaths 
In Kashmir, J&K toll 520

1000 Vehicles Stranded 
On Kashmir Highway
Jammu: The Jammu-Srinagar Highway 
remained closed for the second con-
secutive day on Friday due to a massive 
landslide triggered by heavy rains in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Ramban district, 
officials said.

Vehicular traffic on the 270-km high-
way, the only all-weather road linking 
Kashmir with the rest of the coun-
try, was suspended on Friday, leaving 
hundreds of trucks and other vehicles 
stranded, officials said.

The highway was blocked by a major 
landslide in Mehaar area on Thursday, 
they said.

The clearance operation is going on in 
full swing to restore traffic movement, 
the officials said.

Over 1,000 vehicles were stranded 
on both sides and traffic was stopped at 
Qazigund and Udhampur Chanderkote 
soon after the highway was blocked.

Observer Monitoring Desk

Srinagar: Coronavirus 
claimed eight more lives in 
Jammu and Kashmir on Friday, 
five among them women, tak-
ing the total number of fatalities 
across the Union Territory since 
the pandemic outbreak to 520.

Among the victims of this 
deadly disease, six were the resi-
dents of Srinagar, one each from 
Anantnag and Baramulla dis-
tricts of the Valley, officials said.

They said a 65-year-old man 
from Batamaloo Srinagar, who 
was admitted to Srinagar’s SMHS 

hospital on August 4, died today. 
“He was having comorbodi-

ties besides Page 02

60 Travellers 
Among 540 
New Cases

At least sixty travellers 
were among 540 
people who tested 

Covid-19 positive in Jammu 
and Kashmir on Friday, rais-
ing the number of people 
infected by the virus in the 
Union Territory to p-02

Observer News Service

Srinagar: Newly ap-
pointed Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
invoked Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy of non-violence 
saying that the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir stood 
against those forces who 
tried to divide this land on 
communal lines too during 
the country’s partition.

In his message to the 
people of Union Territory 
on I-day, Sinha said that the 

philosophy of Ahimsa pro-
pounded by Mahatma Gan-
dhi has been the guiding light 
of India’s movement for inde-
pendence and this insistence 
of non-violence has always 
been consistent with the 
ethos of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Those responsible for 
the partition of the country 
did try to divide this land 
too on communal lines, but 
the people of this land have 
always steadfastly rejected 
this bigoted ideology. The 
rejection is directly a con-
sequence of the fact that 
the labels ‘Hindu’ and 
‘Muslim’ have always been 
only descriptions rather 
than manifestation of a di-
vision in Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Sinha said.

He said the Page 02

Observer News Service 

\Srinagar: Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) on Friday 
asked government to im-
mediately order an inde-
pendent and impartial in-
vestigation into the alleged 
extra-judicial killing of three 
Rajouri men, saying that 
there can be “no end to the 
cycle of violence in Kashmir 
if security forces are not held 
accountable for their past 

and current abuses”.
“Security forces have 

long operated with impu-
nity in Kashmir, and past 
army investigations have 
been more focused on 

shielding those responsible 
for abuse than providing 
justice,” said Meenakshi 
Ganguly, South Asia direc-
tor at Human Rights Watch 
in a statement Page 02

Security personnel searching a house in Nowgam on Friday following a militant attack. 
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2 Cops Killed, Another Injured...
been identified as Mohammad Ashraf and has bullet injuries on right hand. 
Soon after the attack, IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar and SSP Srinagar Haseeb 
Mughal rushed to the spot to take first-hand account of the situation.
The state forces also launched a combing operation in the area with an 
aim to nab the assailants.  Talking to the reporters at the shootout spot, 
IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar said that two Jaish-e-Muhammad militants 
appeared from a narrow lane and fired indiscriminately at the cops de-
ployed in the area in view of August 15. “The cops were wearing bullet 
proof vests and helmets. The militants came from behind and fired in-
discriminately at our boys. In the attack, two policemen were killed and 
another injured,” Kumar said. “We have identified these militants from 
Jaish-e-Muhammad. They will be neutralized soon,” he added.
Kumar further said that the police had inputs about a militant strike in in 
any area ahead of August 15 celebrations and on the same basis security 
was beefed up. “Our boys exercised maximum restraint and didn’t retali-
ate to militant fire due to the movement of people in the lane,” Kumar 
said, while denying any loophole that could have prevented the attack. 
“Not just August 15 or January 26, every day is a challenge for police in 
Kashmir,” he added. Meanwhile, several mainstream parties condemned 
the killing of two policemen, saying violence in any form is unacceptable 
and inhuman. Expressing deep anguish and sorrow over the killings, the 
National Conference (NC) said violence does not provide a solution to 
any problem. Violence in all its forms is despicable and has no scope in 
the contemporary world. It only leaves behind the account of inevitable 
loss and prolonged grief, an NC spokesperson said.
He said the party expresses solidarity with the kith and kin of the slain 
policemen and prays for eternal repose to the deceased. Condemning 
the killing of the two policemen, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) said 
the violence of the past more than three decades has taken a heavy toll 
on the people in terms of death and destruction, tearing apart of the 
social fabric and inflicting massive losses. In a statement, the party said 
such attacks further aggravate the situation for the people of Kashmir.
The party also posted a tweet saying, Vehemently condemn the attack on 
@JmuKmrPolice personnel. Such attacks further aggravate the situation 
for Kashmiri's already reeling under double disaster post August 5. We 
join the families of deceased in mourning their loss." The Jammu and 
Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee (JKPCC) described the attack as 
senseless and shameful, and demanded exemplary punishment to the 
killers. In a statement, a party spokesperson said, Kashmir continues to 
bleed due to the mindless militant attacks, which is very unfortunate 
and matter of serious concern. Former minister Sajad Lone-led Jammu 
and Kashmir Peoples Conference (JKPC) also condemned the attack
We strongly condemn the killing of two policemen in a dastardly and 
inhuman acts of violence at Nowgam today. Our sympathies and prayers 
are with the families of the deceased in this hour of grief, the party said 
on its official Twitter page. The Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party (JKAP) 
said, Violence is not a solution but a gigantic impediment that spreads 
hatred. In any of its manifestations, violent extremism is unacceptable 
in a civilized society, regardless of political, ideological or religious mo-
tivations, a JKAP spokesman said. He said it is highly unfortunate and 
heart-rending that Kashmir continues to lose precious lives to senseless 
violence which has only aggravated the sufferings of the people over the 
years. The attackers have no respect for human lives and are only adding 
to the tragedies of the ill-fated families which must be condemned by 
one and all, he said, extending condolences to the bereaved families and 
wishing a speedy recovery for the injured personnel.
Expressing solidarity and sympathy with the bereaved families, the 
Jammu and Kashmir BJP said the police must track down the perpe-
trators and punish them sternly.

DGP Blames Pakistan...
policemen and wounded another on the outskirts of Srinagar.
Singh, however, asserted that the efforts to strengthen peace in the 
union territory would continue.
The DGP was speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a wreath-laying 
ceremony of the two police personnel killed when militants fired indis-
criminately upon a police party in Nowgam area here earlier in the day.
We have placed extended deployments at many places in the city and 
outside it for the August 15 (I- Day) function. We were also increasing 
the deployment on the outskirts (of the city). It is unfortunate that a 
deployment team was attacked on the outskirts of the city in Nowgam 
and two jawans were killed and another injured, Singh told reporters.
The DGP said Pakistan and its proxies cannot tolerate the peaceful 
atmosphere in Jammu and Kashmir and often create hurdles in the 
path towards peace.
We are all aware of the situation in Kashmir where the militants 
regularly try to target civilians, police and forces and sometimes they 
succeed, but at the same time, the police and forces keep on taking 
actions to improve the situation, he said.
We will intensify the (anti-militancy) operations in the coming days, 
but such incidents take place because Pakistan and its proxies cannot 
tolerate the peaceful atmosphere here. Such conspiracies are hatched 
from across the border and they try to create hurdles in the way to 
peace. However, I am confident that our efforts to strengthen peace will 
continue, he added. Singh said the state forces are focused on strength-
ening security in the valley for the I-Day function on Saturday.
Talking about the arrangements, he said, We will use drones and cam-
era-fitted vehicles to monitor the situation. We are trying to improve 
the use of gadgetry and in the coming days, CCTV coverage in the city 
and other places will be increased. The other things like physical de-
ployment and surveillance are being employed, he said.

2 Jaish OGWs Held In Tral...
by state forces from the district's Tral area, a police spokesperson said. 
They have been identified as Reyaz Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Amirabad 
Tral and Mohammad Umer Tantray, a resident of Aripal Tral, he said.
According to police records, the two were involved in providing shelter, 
logistics and other support to JeM militants besides transporting arms 
and ammunition to militants operating in Tral and Awantipora areas, he 
added. Incriminating material, including explosive material, has been re-
covered from their possession, the spokesperson said. A case has been 
registered and further investigation has been initiated, he said.

Stringent Security Across...
made in uptown Batmaloo, Hari Singh High Street, Jehangir Chowk, 
Qamarwari, Rambagh, Maisuma and other areas to meet any pos-
sible protests or militant attacks. Posse of policemen in full battle gear 
has been deployed around the historic Ganta Ghar, Budshah Chowk, 
SK Park, M A Road, Dalgate and other areas of the city to prevent any 
untoward incident on I-day. At M A link road, forces conducted day-
long searches and subjected the people to frisking and identity checks. 
Similar reports were received from other parts of this capital city. SK 
Cricket Stadium, the main venue of August 15 celebrations has virtu-
ally been turned into a fortress. Three tier security has been thrown 
around the venue, where newly appointed Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha will hoist tricolour and take salute of I-day parade, an official told 
Kashmir Observer.  He said CRPF and policemen have been deployed in 
and around the venue to ensure incident free I-day.   “The movement 
of people is also being constantly monitored through the close circuit 
cameras (CCTVs) that are installed at various places in the city. Besides 
it sniffer dogs and bomb disposal squad have also been kept on standby 
to ensure peaceful conduct of I-day celebrations,” the official said.  Ariel 
surveillance is also being maintained with the help of UAVs, he said.
According to witnesses, security has also been beefed up across down-
town Srinagar. The forces at Rainawari, Nowhatta, Khanyar and other 
places of the downtown were seen frisking the people and subjecting 
them to identification checks. The police also carried out surprise check 
of the vehicles on all the entry and exit points in this capital city.
Security has also been beefed along the 300-km Srinagar-Jammu high-
way to foil any possible militant attack. Sensitive stretches of the highway 
from Pampore to Khanabal has been covered with thick blanket of se-
curity. Alert cops and paramilitaries holding automatic rifles are closely 
monitoring the movement of people.  Meanwhile, reports of heightened 
security have also been received from Baramulla, Bandipora and Kupwara 
districts of north Kashmir. In Baramulla and Sopore, police and troops 
were seen carrying out searches of all the passenger and private vehicles 
on the Kupwara-Baramulla and Baramulla-Srinagar highway. Similar re-
ports poured in from Shopian, Anantnag and Kulgam districts

Palestinians Unanimously...
Emirati army was never on the borders ready to fight Israel," said 

Mustafa al-Barghouti, leader of the Palestinian National Initiative 
and member of the PA parliament. "We've been seeing recent strange 
moves by the UAE such as sending direct flights to Israel, and there 
were leaks of secret accords between the two in terms of scientific 
and economic cooperation. It is clear that these were preliminary 
steps to absorb yesterday's shock." Rejecting the agreement
The PA and all Palestinian factions, including Hamas and the Islamic Ji-
had, issued official statements denouncing the UAE-Israel agreement. 
Palestinian leaders who spoke to Al Jazeera called it a "stab in the back".
"We already knew that there has been normalisation going under the 
table, but to formalise and legalise it that way at this critical moment 
is shocking. It's a stab in our back and the back of all Arab nations," said 
Majida al-Masri, former PA minister of social affairs. Al-Barghouti em-
phasised the deal "doesn't introduce any change or progress, it's far from 
being genuine peace".  "This is an attempt to enforce the 'deal of the 
century' that aims to liquidate Palestinian national rights, it represents a 
denial of Palestinian, Arab and Islamic rights," he said. Palestinian lead-
ers said the deal was "a free gift to Israel" and was made to help the re-
election of Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
"The UAE's position, in terms of its timing and essence, can only be 
understood as giving Israel leverage for free," said Wasel Abu Yousef, 
member of the PLO's Executive Committee and leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Front. "There's no reasonable justification for it except that it 
gives more power to the occupation and increases its crimes against the 
Palestinians." Normalising de facto annexation Although, Abu Dhabi's 
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Zayed said the agreement "was reached 
to stop further Israeli annexation", Palestinians saw little credibility to 
this claim. "The UAE is trying to deceive and mislead the public by re-
packaging this shameful agreement as a service to the Palestinians and 
claiming that it halts annexation, but that's merely throwing dust in the 
eyes," Majdalani said. Al-Masri said annexation was "already going no-
where because the entire world was standing against it".
"So using annexation as a pretext is an exploitation of Palestinians to 
cover up what's been done here," al-Masri said. "But neither the UAE 
nor other countries are entitled to speak in the name of Palestinians. 
"The format of the agreement implicitly approves of Israel's annexa-
tion of Jerusalem. It only opposes 'further annexation' while approving 
what's been annexed already." Palestinian leaders argued the agree-
ment will not stop Israel from extending sovereignty to the West Bank.
"Instead of de jure annexation, Israel is furthering its creeping annex-
ation. It's accelerating and increasing its aggression on the ground in 
terms of settlement construction, home demolitions and what's hap-
pening in the Ibrahimi and Al-Aqsa mosques, and in lands that fall in 
area C," said al-Masri. Palestinians noted that Netanyahu had kept the 
door open to annexation and merely said it was temporarily delayed. 
"Netanyahu responded directly to this point and said that annexation 
is still on the agenda," al-Masri said. "This is a slap in the face of the 
UAE - to prove them wrong and embarrass them." 
Breaching Arab positions
Al-Barghouti called the agreement "a divergence from the Arab peace 
initiative" and "a stab in the back of Arab positions". "It even contradicts 
the interests of the Emirati people themselves and goes against the his-
toric position of the UAE's previous rulers such as Sheikh Zaid," he said.
Majdalani said the deal aims to reshape the Arab approach to the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict. "It allows Netanyahu to say that he can achieve 
peace in return for peace with the Arabs without withdrawing from any 
territories." Al-Barghouti said he fears the agreement will give a pretext 
to countries such as Germany and the United Kingdom - which wel-
comed the deal - to look away from the situation. "But we're surprised 
that Arab governments like Bahrain and others would openly express 
support for this deal. Did they forget the Palestinian people and their 
rights? Did they forget Jerusalem and Islam?" he said.
Added Abu Yousef: "The world should see Israel's accelerated and in-
creased crimes on the ground in the occupied territories, not just the 
threat of annexation."
'Struggle will continue'
Despite the disappointment, Palestinians emphasised Thursday's an-
nouncement will not affect their determination to end the occupation.
"Our sacrifices that we gave in confronting this occupation will not go 
to waste, we will strongly hold on to our rights and principles, sup-
ported by all the free people of the world," said Abu Yousef.
Majdalani the Palestinian leadership was looking a ways to respond. 
"We took an immediate decision to recall our ambassador to Abu 
Dhabi and we're currently having all options on the table to consider."
Palestinian officials urged the Arab world and international commu-
nity to act. "The best response to the deal can only come from fellow 
Arab nations," al-Masri noted. Abu Yousef said the PLO "calls on Arab 
states to issue a unified position against the UAE's decision, so that 
there wouldn't be space for other Arab countries to follow its lead in 
weakening Arab positions and support to the Palestinians".
He said the UN's International Criminal Court (ICC), which may soon 
announce an investigation into Israeli actions in occupied Palestine, 
must now act. "The international community, particularly interna-
tional organisations like the UN, are now urged more than ever to 
take responsibility in stopping these crimes and empowering our 
people. Hence, we call on the ICC to expedite its ruling on holding the 
occupation accountable," Abu Yousef said. Al-Masri concluded: "We 
still have hope on the Arab people, including the Emirati people who 
unfortunately cannot express their mind due to terrible state repres-
sion. The Arab public still rejects such normalisation."

At Galwan, Bravery In...
recoveries rose to over 17 lakh, according to the Health Ministry. He 
also complimented the Modi government, noting it is very reassuring 
to note that the Centre while anticipating the tremendous challenge 
responded effectively and well in time. "For a country so vast and di-
verse with high population density, meeting this challenge requires 
super-human efforts." Without taking China's name, the President said 
"while the world community needs to fight together against the great-
est challenge(COVID-19) before humanity, some in our neighbourhood 
tried to carry out their misadventure of expansion." He saluted the brave 
soldiers who laid down their lives defending the country's borders.
"Those worthy sons of 'Bharat Mata' lived and died for national pride. 
The entire nation salutes the martyrs of Galwan Valley. Every Indian 
feels grateful to their family members," he said. Twenty personnel of 
the Indian army were killed during clashes with the Chinese PLA in Gal-
wan Valley in eastern Ladakh on June 15. "Their bravery in combat has 
demonstrated that while we believe in peace, we are also capable of 
giving a befitting response to any attempt of aggression. We are proud 
of the members of our Armed Forces, paramilitary forces and police 
personnel who protect the borders, and ensure our internal security."
The President also said construction of the temple at Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi in Ayodhya "was indeed a moment of pride for all". Prime Min-
ister Modi performed the 'Bhoomi Pujan' for the Ram temple on August 
5. "People of the country maintained restraint and patience for a long 
time and reposed unflinching trust in the judicial system. The issue 

of Ram Janmabhoomi was resolved through judicial process." All con-
cerned parties and the people respectfully accepted the verdict of the 
Supreme Court and displayed before the world, Indian ethos of peace, 
non-violence, love and harmony, he said. Talking about the economy, 
the President said it has been the tradition of India that "we do not 
just live for ourselves, but work for the well-being of the entire world. 
"India's self-reliance means being self-sufficient without alienating or 
creating distance from the world. It implies that India will continue to 
engage with the world economy while maintaining its identity."
President Kovind said the overwhelming support India got at the 
elections for the non-permanent seat of the United Nations Security 
Council is a testimony to the goodwill we enjoy internationally.
The year 2020 had taught some tough lessons to the world as the "invis-
ible virus has demolished the illusion that human being is the master of 
nature", he said, adding he believed it is still not too late for humanity 
to correct its course and live in harmony with nature and ensure that 
21st century is remembered as the century when humanity put aside 
differences and collaborated to save the planet. The pandemic, like cli-
mate change, has awakened the global community to our shared destiny.
In my view, 'human-centric collaboration' is more important than 
'economy-centric inclusion', in the present context, he said, adding 
"the greater this change, the better it will be for the humanity.
He said the second lesson was that "we are all equal before nature and 
we primarily depend on our fellow residents for survival and growth.
"Coronavirus does not recognize any artificial divisions created by 
human society. This reinforces the belief that we need to rise above 
all man-made differences, prejudices, and barriers. Compassion and 
mutual help have been adopted as basic values by the people in India. 
We need to further strengthen this virtue in our conduct. Only then 
can we create a better future for all of us."
He also said it was time for augmenting health infrastructure as public 
hospitals and laboratories have been leading the fight against COVID-19.
"Public health services have helped the poor cope with the pandemic. 
In view of this, public health infrastructure needs to be expanded and 
strengthened," he added. The President, while speaking about the les-
sons learnt, mentioned that the pandemic has highlighted the need to 
accelerate developments in science and technology. "During the lock-
down and subsequent unlocking, information and communication 
technology has emerged as an effective tool for governance, educa-
tion, business, office work and social connect. It has helped meet the 
twin objectives of saving lives and resumption of activities," he said. 
He highlighted that government offices as well as judiciary has been 
extensively using virtual interface to discharge their functions and tech-
nology has enabled certain establishments in government and private 
sectors to work overtime to keep the wheels of the economy running.
"Thus, we have learnt the lesson that adoption of science and technolo-
gy, in harmony with nature, will help sustain our survival and growth," 
he said. Kovind also spoke about the New Education Policy unveiled re-
cently, and said he was confident that with the implementation of this 
policy, a new quality education system will be developed and this will 
transform the future challenges into opportunities, paving the way for 
a New India. He said when India won freedom, many predicted that our 
experiment with democracy will not last long...."but we have always 
nurtured them as our strengths that make the largest democracy in the 
world so vibrant. India has to continue playing its leading role for the 
betterment of humanity". He complimented people for showing pa-
tience and wisdom being demonstrated in coping with the pandemic 
has been appreciated all over the world.
"I am confident that you will continue to maintain caution and act 
responsibly," the President said. India has a lot to offer to the global 
community, especially for intellectual and spiritual enrichment and 
promotion of world-peace, he said and added, "With this spirit, I offer 
a prayer for the well-being of one and all".

8 More Covid-19 Deaths...
Community Acquired Pneumonia,” a senior doctor at the hospital 
said. Also, a 75-year-old woman from Bemina and a 50-year-old 
woman from Nishat besides sexagenarian woman from Budgam, who 
was a cancer patient, died at the hospital, he added.
The remaining deaths were reported from SK Institute of medical sci-
ences Soura and include a 62-year-old man from Anantnag, a 65-year-
old woman from Srinagar, an 85-year-old man from Sopore, a 73-year-
old man from Zadibal and a 55-year-old woman from Srinagar.
A senior doctor at SKIMS said that all the patients were having under-
lying ailments besides bilateral pneumonia.
With these deaths, officials said, 520 people have succumbed to the 
virus in Jammu and Kashmir so far—481 from the Valley and 39 from 
Jammu division. Srinagar district with 169 deaths tops the list fol-
lowed by Baramulla (86), Budgam (38), Anantnag (37), Kulgam (31), 
Pulwama (35), Kupwara (32),  Shopian (24), Jammu (27), Bandipora 
(18), Ganderbal (11), two each in Rajouri, Doda, Poonch and Udham-
pur besides one each in Ramban, Samba, and Kathua.

60 Travellers Among 540...
27,489. While Kashmir valley reported 421 new cases of coronavirus, 
the remaining 119 were confirmed by the officials from Jammu divi-
sion, officials said. With today’s new cases, the total number of posi-
tive cases in Kashmir division has reached to 21,320 including 15,427 
recoveries while as total number of positive cases in Jammu division 
has reached to 6,169 including 4,515 recoveries and 39 deaths.
Officials said that total number of active cases in Jammu and Kashmir 
are 7,027 including 5,412 from Kashmir division and 1,615 from Jam-
mu division. With 640 more recoveries, the tally of total recoveries in 
Jammu and Kashmir has reached to 19,942 which is 72.54 percent of 
the total cases. Pertinently, Srinagar district alone has 6,680 positive 
cases which is more than the total number of positive cases in Jammu 
division where total cases are 6,169.

Wrong Decisions Post-47...
people of Jammu and Kashmir dissociated themselves from the com-
munal riots of partition, and “fully immersed themselves in uphold-
ing the spirit of national integration”. He said everyone is familiar with 
the contribution and role of the people of Jammu and Kashmir in the 
struggle for India’s liberty and innumerable heroes from the erstwhile 
state have offered the ultimate sacrifice in service of Mother India.
“Unfortunately, some wrong decisions were taken after indepen-
dence. These decisions inevitably led to resentment in the hearts of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir, and distanced them from the rest. 
This distancing led to the widening of fissures and cracks. Generation 
after generation was sacrificed at the altar of hatred,” he said
“Instead of countless doors that should have opened for the people 
in Independent India, numerous doors closed upon the people, and 
distances increased,” he added.
The J&K LG said that former Prime Minister’s Atal Bihari Vajpayee laid 
great emphasis on Insaniyat, Jamhooriyat and Kashmiriyat. “But hu-

manity conceded defeat to militancy for decades in Kashmir, democ-
racy suffered at the hands of vested interests, and Kashmiriyat was 
massacred to appease the hatred that ensued,” Sinha said
“It is a matter of great sorrow that the legacy of cultural syncretism 
has been eclipsed by the vicious story of sectarianism. But we want to 
transform the narrative once again. We want to make development, 
peace, progress and social harmony the most integral part of the nar-
rative of Jammu and Kashmir,” he added.
Referring to the abrogation of Jammu and Kashmir’s special status, 
Sinha said that after the constitutional change enacted in 2019, the 
central government took not one or two, but historic 50 decisions to 
transform the face of the region. “A new era of normalcy and develop-
ment has dawned due to the changes effected in the last year; a new 
journey has been undertaken,” he said. He said the government has 
earmarked five targets to be achieved, including a just and transparent 
system of governance, establishing a thriving grassroot level democ-
racy and ensuring every person benefits from government schemes. 
“Fourthly, we are committed to accelerate the development of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Lastly, Economic development, creation of employment 
opportunities and livelihood will be our primary priority,” the LG said. 
He said the government will try to make Jammu and Kashmir an at-
tractive destination for investment. To achieve it, he said new medic-
ity, educational centers and IT Hubs will be developed.
“A land bank of 6000 acres has been created for it. This will open new 
avenues of employment for our youth. The process of filling 11000 
posts has been started to provide employment. In addition to this, 
10,000 more vacant posts will be filled soon. The interview for Class 
III and IV posts has been abolished,” Sinha said. To promote tourism, 
he said new destinations are being developed and unprecedented in-
vestment is being made in the sports sector. “Jammu and Kashmir has 
long suffered from scarcity of development. We have to remove this 
scarcity. Electricity, water and roads shall be made available to every 
house and village. We have to create a healthy and educated society 
here. We have to create ultramodern and world class infrastructure 
here. We have to transform Jammu and Kashmir into a world class 
tourism destination. We have to create a peaceful environment here. 
I expect the full cooperation and support of people here that we may 
create a new Jammu and Kashmir,” Sinha said. He added that it was 
the dream of Sardar Patel that whole India should not just exist as a 
political map, but also move forward together at the same time, and 
conquer new milestones of development and progress.

HRW Seeks Independent...
issued today. “There can be no end to the cycle of violence in Kashmir 
if security forces are not held accountable for their past and current 
abuses,” she added. The HRW statement that the army claims that 
the three were militants and killed in a retaliatory gunfight after they 
fired on the security forces during a search operation on July 18 in 
Shopian district, and were then buried in Baramulla district.
“But their families in Jammu, who identified them from photographs 
of the killings circulated on social media, said they were laborers who 
had gone in search of work. Following demands from political parties 
for an inquiry, on August 10, the army said it will investigate,” it added.
The statement further said that the families of those killed identi-
fied them and said they last had contact with them on July 17, af-
ter they reached Shopian to look for work. “The families assumed 
they may have been quarantined when they could not get in touch 
after that. They identified their relatives from the photos uploaded 
on social media of those killed in the Shopian armed encounter and 
have since filed a missing person report at the police station,” the 
HRW statement read. The police, the handout said have said they 
are also investigating the killings. “Any army investigation into the 
recent killings will be meaningless, because the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act (AFSPA) gives the security forces effective immu-
nity from prosecution for serious human rights abuses. It grants the 
military wide powers to arrest, shoot to kill, and occupy or destroy 
property in counterinsurgency operations,” the Human Rights Watch 
said. “Since the law came into force in Jammu and Kashmir in 1990, 
the Indian government has not granted permission to prosecute any 
security force personnel in civilian courts,” it added.
Human Rights Watch statement said that the rights body and oth-
ers have long documented how the law has become a tool of “state 
abuse, oppression, and discrimination”, and called for its repeal. It 
added that the affected residents, activists, government-appointed 
committees, politicians, and United Nations human rights bodies 
have criticized the law.
“Indian officials claim that troops need such powers because the 
army is only deployed when national security is at serious risk from 
armed groups. However, the Supreme Court has said that all killings 
by security forces should be investigated and that such force was not 
permissible even in an area declared as a disturbed area under AFSPA 
and against militants, insurgents and terrorists,” the statement said.
The HRW further added that there have been numerous allegations of 
extrajudicial killings in Jammu and Kashmir, most of those summarily 
executed are falsely reported to have died during armed clashes between 
the army and militants in what are euphemistically called “encounter 
killings.” “A well-known example is the murder of five men in Pathribal 
who were identified by the police and army as the militants responsible 
for the massacre of 36 Sikhs in Chattisinghpora in Kashmir in 2000 and 
then killed in a supposed armed encounter,” the HRW statement said.
“Forensic tests ordered by the state government later showed them to 
be local villagers who were innocent of the Sikh massacre. However, in 
January 2014, the army said it was closing the case for lack of evidence 
against the accused army officers,” it added. Terming the court martial 
in 2010 Macchil fake encounter as a rare case of justice, the HRW state-
ment said that in November 2014, the army reported that a military 
court sentenced five soldiers, including two officers, to life in prison 
for faking an armed encounter and executing three innocent villagers.
“But in July 2017, a military tribunal suspended the punishment of all 
five soldiers, once again highlighting the culture of impunity,” the hand-
out added. The HRW said that the latest allegations of extrajudicial kill-
ings also come amid the government’s ongoing crackdown in Kashmir 
since it revoked Jammu and Kashmir state’s constitutional autonomy in 
August 2019 and split it into two federally governed territories.
It added that hundreds of people remain detained without charge, 
critics are threatened with arrest, and access to the internet is limited. 
The statement also said there also have been several allegations of 
new arrests, torture, and ill-treatment by security forces besides gov-
ernment’s harsh counterterrorism and sedition laws to clamp down 
on peaceful critics. “The Indian authorities have failed the Kashmiri 
people and have long denied them justice for decades of abuses by 
security forces, leading to a cycle of unending violence,” Ganguly said.
“The government should repeal AFSPA, ensure a civilian and inde-
pendent investigation into the latest killings, and reverse its ongoing 
restrains on basic rights,” she added.

DIG Who Nabbed Davinder...
13 medals for meritorious and distinguished service.
Among the meritorious service awardees is Awantipora Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Tahir Saleem Khan, who looks after the highly 
volatile area of South Kashmir. Many militants have been killed dur-
ing his tenure. A 2001-batch officer of the Jammu and Kashmir Police 
Service, Khan has been awarded the police medal for meritorious ser-
vices in leading his force and elimination of militants which included 
the longest surviving militant Riyaz Naikoo of Hizbul Mujahideen.
This is Khan's second posting in Awantipora during which successful 
operations have led to the killing of nearly 30 militants.

Hunter’s Fire Kills Bengal...
official told news agency KNO that an investigation has been started 
into this incident.

ACB Arrests Police Officer...
that the documents of his vehicle were compounded by the Sub-In-
spector after his demand of bribe was rejected. On the basis of the 
complaint, a caseFIR No.09 of 2020 U/S 13 & 7 PC Act r/w 161 IPC was 
registered in P/S ACB Srinagar “Accordingly a trap was laid near Kaman 
Post Batamaloo and the Sub was caught red handed while receiving 
the bribe money of Rs.3000/- in lieu of releasing the documents of the 
said vehicle which he had retained,” the ACB spokesperson said. The 
accused officer, the spokesperson said has been shifted to police sta-
tion Shaheed Gunj after obtaining the police remand “Further investi-
gation of the case is going on,” the ACB spokesperson added.

Khalistani Flag Hoisted On Moga 
Admin Building Amid I-Day Alerts
CHANDIGARH: Amid the Indepen-
dence Day alerts, two miscreants 
managed to hoist a Khalistani flag 
atop Moga administrative build-
ing after removing the tricolour, 
prompting Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh to order the state police chief 
to ensure their immediate arrest.

Following the incident, the Pun-
jab police announced a reward of 
Rs 50,000 to anybody for giving any 
information leading to the arrest 
of the duo, even as Chief Minister 
Singh vowed to "teach a lesson" 
to anti-India elements like terror-
ist Gurpatwant Singh Pannu and 
his US-based pro-Khalistan outfit 
"Sikhs for Justice".

You try to come to Punjab and I will 

teach you a lesson, said Singh, daring 
Pannu and adding that any attempt 
to disturb peace in Punjab would be 
dealt with an iron hand. The CM also 
urged youths not to be swayed or 
misled by anti-national forces.

The two youths managed to 
sneak into the Moga administrative 
complex along with the employees 
reporting for duty at office opening 
hours and managed to reach the 
terrace of the four-storied building 
and hoist a saffron Khalistani flag, 
said Moga Superintendent of Police 
Harmanbir Singh Gill.

The accused hoisted the Kha-
listani flag after removing the tric-
olour from the building, he said, 
adding the police have the CCTV 

pictures of the accused.
A case under various sections of 

the Prevention of Insults to Nation-
al Honour Act has been registered 
after the incident, said Gill, exuding 
confidence that the duo will be ar-
rested soon.

Describing the incident as an "act 
of cowardice", Moga Deputy Com-
missioner Sandeep Hans said the 
accused chose a time when em-
ployees were arriving for duty and 
no one suspected them.

Following the incident, Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh directed 
police to take strict action against 
the miscreants responsible for 
hoisting the 'Khalistan' flag, an of-
ficial release said here.
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    15th August is a day to pay 
homage to all those greats 

who worked hard for India’s freedom. 
Their struggles continue to 
give strength to millions. 

Independence Day is an occasion to Independence Day is an occasion to 
reaffirm our commitment to build an 
India that would make our respected 

freedom fighters proud.

- Narendra Modi

Independence Day Ceremony at the ramparts of Red Fort to be live telecast by Doordarshan 6:25 a.m. onwards 

Greetings to all fellow citizens

Jai Hind

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
Government of India
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
OFFICE OF THE BLOCK  

MEDICAL OFFICER KULGAM 
Old Hospital Kulgam Pin Code 192231 Phone 01931-260112 
Email:- bmokulgam@gmail.com , bpmuklulgam@gmail.com 

 

1 
 

Sub: - Poor response regarding the receipt of tenders for spectacles under 
National Program of Control of Blindness. 

NOTICE 

Due to poor response, the date of receipt of tenders for spectacles under National 
Program of Cofntrol of Blindness for the year 2020-21 vide NIT number 
BMOK/NHM/170-171 dated 20-07-2020 is hereby extended up to 24-08-2020 at 
3:00 PM and same will be opened on 25-08-2020 at 11:00 AM in presence of any 
intending supplier/ any other authorized representative who may want to be 
present. If there is any holiday on 25-08-2020 the schedule of opening of tenders 
will be on the next working day. 

BMOK/NHM/191-192 
Dated: 14-08-2020 

 Block Medical Officer 
DIPK-4097/20        Kulgam 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE  ASSISTANT REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT  OFFICER   BUDGAM KASHMIR

NOTICE
Whereas an application has been recieved from one.
Shri :  Rafiq Ahmad Teli
S/o:   Ghulam Mohammad Teli
R/o:  Badipora Chadoora  Budgam  owner of vehicle bearing 
Registration No: JK04E-9748 for cancellation of hire purchase agreement with 
M/S J&K Bank B/U Magam Budgam. .
	 Now therefore it is notified for the information of the general public 
that objections if any to the proposed cancellation of hire purchase Agreement 
shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional Transport office 
ARTO Budgam within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily news-
paper .	

 No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.12558				              
 Dated  14/08/2020

Assistant Regional Transport officer
 Budgam Kashmir

Government  Medical College. Srinagar
10-Karan Nagar, Srinagar Kashmir, 190010  Phone No. 0914-2504114 Fax No 0194-2503115

Advertisement Notice No. 15 of 2020 
Dated: 11 -08-2020

Applications on the prescribed format are Invited from the (in-service/ on-PSC 
doctors) eligible candidates for the post of Registrar/Demonstrator on (tenure 
basis) in the following disciplines. However, the services of Non PSC candidates 
shall be hired on Academic Arrangement basis under SRO. 24 of 2019 Dated. 10-
01-2019 and the PSC confirmed candidates shall be governed by the relevant rules 
as envisaged in the J&K Civil Service Rules 1979, initially for a period of one year 
extendable upto 03 years subject to better performance of the candidate during 
their 1st and 2nd years of engagement, which can be obtained from the respective 
hods after completion of 1st and 2nd year of Registrarship/ Demonstratorship, as 
the case may be: -

S. NO. Name of Discipline Essential Qualification

1. Pathology
MD/DNB/Diploma from an 
Institution duly recognized by 
the MCI in the concerned dis-
cipline

2. Anatomy

3. Blood Bank

4. Physiology

Candidates interested in applying for Registrar/Demonstrators posts at Govern-
ment Medical college, Srinagar should download the respective application form 
from Government Medical College, Srinagar website http://www.gmcs.edu.in/ 
between 16-08-2020 to 31-08-2020 or the same may be collected from the Pho-
tostat Section of Government Medical College, Srinagar. The application forms 
should be accompanied with a non-refundable bank receipt of Rs 300/- (Rupees 
three hundred only) from J&K Bank, GMC, Srinagar (account No. 7655). Applica-
tion forms complete in all respects should reach the office of the Registrar Aca-
demics upto 31-08-2020.

TERMS &CONDITIONS:-
1. incomplete application form(s) in any respect or not attached with relevant cer-
tificates shall be rejected without further communications.
2.	 conditions for PSC/ Non-PSC Candidates: -

For in-service (PSC confirmed) candidates:-
•	  The in-service doctor shall be paid salary as per their lpc.
•	  Applicants working in Health and Medical Education Department are re-

quired to submit their application forms along with No Objection Certificate 
from their parent Department without which their application forms shall 
not be entertained as envisaged in Government Order No. 164-HME of 2012 
Dated. 02.03.2012.

•	 Those PSC confirmed doctors who have already completed their tenure as 
Registrar/Demonstrator In any discipline need not to apply and their appli-
cation forms shall not be considered.

3. For Non-PSC candidates:-

The Non PSC doctors shall be paid stipend as per under SRO. 24 of 2019 Dated. 
10-01-2019.
4. The application forms should be accompanied with the following self attested 
copies of the documents.-
a. MBBS/Dlploma/MD/MS/DNB/MCh./DM qualification certificates of the re-
spective specialty.

b. internship certificate.
c. MCI/State Medical Council Registration Certificate
d. Physical active field service certificate after PG/Rural service prior to PG cer-
tificate issued by the Director, Health Services, Jammu/Kashmir in respect of in-
service doctors.
e. Attempt certificate 1st, 2nd, pre-final and Final MBBS examinations issued by 
the University of Kashmir concerned.
f. Distinction/National Scholarship/Honors/Medals/Academic Merit certificates.
g. House Officer (House job) experience certificate issued by the Principal con-
cerned or equivalent recognized authority.
h. Diploma certificate/postgraduate degree certificate.
i. Date of Birth Certificate
j. Professional publications in a standard medical journal, if any.
5..  The candidates has to produced an Affidavit duly attested by the Judicial Mag-
istrate declaring that: -
•	 the applicant has not done Registrar-ship/Sr. Residency earlier within or 

outside J&K union Territory (only for PSC confirmed candidates).
•	  he/she is a Non-PSC candidate (the information if found wrong he/she shall 

be punished under Rules) (only for Non-PSC candidates).
6. The selected candidate has to submit an affidavit to the effect that he/she is 
not on the rolls of any Medical Colleges/institutions of the country which is pre-
requisite in terms of MCI norms.
7.  Maximum age for eligibility to apply shall be 50 years as on 01-08-2020
8 .  The Competent Authority reserves the right of any amendment, cancellation 
and changes to this advertisement as a whole or in part without assigning any rea-
son or giving notice.
9- The decision of the competent authority regarding selection of candidates will 
be final and no representation will be entertained In this regard.
Separate application form is to be filled for each post and fee is to be deposited 
separately for each post, applied for.
11-	 In case of any declaration by the candidate is found false or if the 
candidate has willfully suppressed any material/information relevant to his/her 
appointment, his/her selection will be cancelled ab-intio liable for action as war-
ranted under rules.
12. Candidates meeting the eligibility criteria and producing all the prescribed 
documents will be interviewed.
13. The selected candidates shall have to execute an agreement that he/she will 
not leave the Department before the completion of Registrarship/ Demonstrator-
ship term, however abandoning/terminating of the arrangement in the Specialty 
will require one month prior notice on either side failing which the salary shall not 
be paid for one month to the incumbent which shall always remain in deposit with 
the Department and shall be released on completion of sanctioned term.

The selection of the candidates will be made on the basis of combined academic 
merit and performance at the interview.
NO TA/DA will be admissible for appearing in interview.

NO: AR/MC/R/D/AdV/7823-35/MC
Dated: 11-08-2020 

Principal/Dean
DIPK-4114/20 	 Government  MEDICAL COLLEGE. SRINAGAR 
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NO HOLDS BARRED

US would need great-
er support from South-

east Asian nations if it want-
ed to send a message that 
China should not dominate 
the South China Sea.

Indian Muslims At Crossroads 
But the issue to ponder is whether the  community should blame itself or others for its current situation

S
eventy three years after attain-
ing independence, in the struggle 
for which it played a crucial role, 
the Indian Muslims community 

is standing at a crossroad one again. In 
1947, it was the question of whether one 
should migrate to Pakistan, a country 
created by the Britishers in the name of 
Muslims, or continue to stay in a coun-
try where our forefathers lie buried. And 
which promised equal rights and duties 
to all of its citizens. Instead after 73 years 
that question has turned into an existen-
tial one instead of whom to support. 

However, it would be better if the 
Muslim communityinstead of turning 
the issue into an existential one, intro-
spects and find the areas and issues, 
where it has floundered to be seen as part 
of the county’s mainstream. Following 
it with judicious and committed plan-
ning and strategising, so that these dif-
ficulties could be overcome and after the 
next 26 years, when we’ll be celebrating 
the century of our independence, we can 
proudly say that the community has ful-
filled the aspirations of its followers and 
countrymen, both.

Indian Muslims after the partition
the initial years after independence, 

the Indian Muslims while continuing to 
wish away the negative repercussions 
of the partition tried to organise them-
selves politically, educationally and in 
business. The community leaders like 
Rafi Ahmad Kidwai, Maulana Hussain 
Ahmad Madani, MaulanaHifzurRehman, 
Maulana Azad and DrZakir Husain tried 
to provide as much succour and guid-
ance to a community, which was feeling 
orphaned, as the crème` de la crème` of 
the community had migrated to Paki-
stan and the vast multitudes of Indian 
Muslims were left rudderless. They paid 
particular attention to its educational 
development. But during this time the 
leadership, which was desired to be pro-
vided by the religious leaders of the com-
munity was not forthcoming.  

A rudderless community
From 1970s till 1980s, the Muslim 

community was completely rudder-
less, as most of its stalwart leaders had 
passed away by 1969; it had no political 
leader of any stature to lead the whole 
community. Unfortunately, the commu-
nity leadership passed on to amateur and 
sycophants, who had no political vision 

or strategy to lead the community except 
self-aggrandisement.

During this phase, the gold rush in 
the Middle East started and a big percent-
age of Muslims from the coastal states of 
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra migrated to 
these countries in search of lucrative 
jobs. The money remitted by them was 
used in educational development of the 
community, but only a very small per-
centage. Though even this small invest-
ment paid big dividends in the long term 
in increasing the educational level of the 
community and its economic progress 
and social development in the aforemen-
tioned states.

But this was not accompanied by 
the reforms required for the upliftment 
of the Muslim society as a whole. At the 
political front pygmy and amateur lead-
ers represented the community, and on 
religious front also they were not united. 
Instead, what happened was that the flow 
of easy money from the Gulf further sub-
divided the community into many more 
sub-sects religiously. 

Betrayal by secular forces
From 1980 till 1990, the Muslim com-

munity as a whole faced a plethora of po-
litico-religious issues, and unfortunately 
once again it was let down by its religious 
and political leaders and country’s secu-
lar leaders both. But, economically the 

community was on the road to progress, 
based on its achievements in the edu-
cational fields. The credit for this little 
progress should be given to the countless 
number of faceless Muslims who worked 
passionately for the emancipation of the 
community, without any mature or vi-
sionary leadership or a cohesive plan.

Rise of anti-Muslim elements 
From 1990 onwards, the right-wing 

forces representing the majority com-
munity in the country, which had got 
emboldened after the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid in 1992, further made head-
ways in consolidating themselves on the 
political landscape of the country.

Muslims were being pushed to the 
margins of the political stage of the coun-
try. The right wing forces continued to 
consolidate themselves on the basis of 
ideological and psychological tactics and 
political brinkmanship. It scored its great-
est victory when AB Vajpayee became the 
country’s prime minister in 1996.

1996 onwards, the right-wing BJP 
continued to consolidate itself in various 
Indian states and was ultimately able to 
form the government with a majority in 
the lower house of the parliament in 2014. 
From 2014 onwards Indian Muslims have 
faced an onslaught of attacks one after 
the other. Yet the response of the commu-
nity leaders had not been up to the mark, 
as a whole.

The way ahead
This leads us to ponder over the main 

question again, what the Indian Muslims 
should do now?

The answer lies in introspection and 
analysing the issues, which have held 
the community down. This should lead 
to prioritising the issues at hand. Altru-
istically speaking, first, it should try to 
present a unified image, not beleaguered 
by sectional differences. Secondly, it 
should adopt a proactive approach not 
a reactionary approach to handle issues 
at hand. People who do not represent the 
community at any level should not be 
seen as representing the community at 
any level, instead they should be excom-
municated. Thirdly, it should try to forge 
sustainable links with other minorities 
in the country like Parsis, Sikhs and 
Christians. Further it should try to learn 
from these minorities, as to how they 
have fared well in educational and eco-
nomic sectors, utilising the community’s 
donations and guidance by experts.  

Fourthly, it should engage in self-
introspection and try to reform itself of 
practices, which are detrimental for the 
growth of the community as a whole, 
such as curbing wasteful expenditure on 
marriages and other religious functions. 
And lastly, the message to change the 
community’s psyche and approach on is-
sues facing it should be conveyed in a log-
ical and easily understandable format to 
all, by a committee of elders representing 
all the factions and schools of thought of 
the community besides the political and 
social activists.

At the political front, Muslims 
should adopt a multi-dimensional strat-
egy, strengthening the secular and dem-
ocratic forces of the country, assured 
of the support of 63% secular and right 
thinking population of India. 

Until and unless the Muslim com-
munity as a whole decides to change its 
psyche and reform itself, nobody can 
help the community survive the present 
onslaught.

(Asad Mirza is a Sr journalist and com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 

He was also associated with BBC Urdu 
Service and Khaleej Times of Dubai. 
He writes on Muslims, educational, 

interfaith, international and 
current affairs. 

Email: asad.mirza.nd@gmail.com)

US Has Lost Southeast Asia to China
The major claimants in the South China Sea dispute - Vietnam, Malaysia, 

Philippines, and Brunei, have refused to be dragged into the US-China tussle
Asif Ullah Khan

A
fter giving China a free hand in Southeast 
Asia, the United States is trying to regain 
the lost ground. This isevident from US 
secretary of State, Mike Pompeo's recent 

phone calls to foreign ministers of many ASEAN 
countries. But, is it a case of too little, too late?  

US President Donald Trump lost Southeast 
Asia to China on day one of his presidency when he 
scrapped the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade 
deal. Senators across the party line had criticised the 
decision with late John McCain (Republican) call-
ing it "a serious mistake that will have lasting con-
sequences for America’s economy and our strategic 
position in the Asia-Pacific region" while Democrat 
Senator Sherrod Brown said, "it would ultimately 
give China more influence over the region".

The TPP, conceived by President Barak Obama, 
was seen as a crucial move to counter China's eco-
nomic and military influence in the Southeast Asia 
region. China was deliberately kept out of the deal to 
give 11 nations more leverage and a better economic 
alternative.

Kishore Mahbubani, the dean of the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy at the National Univer-
sity of Singapore, and author of 'Has China Won?: 
The Chinese Challenge to American Primacy'  had 
predicted at that time that,if the US walks away from 

TPP, the biggest winnerwill be China. There’s no 
doubt about that now. Following the withdrawal of 
TTP, China has ramped up its economic and political 
influence in the region.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was 
more forthright when he said: "There’s no doubt 
that the focus will shift” to the China-led deal. 
And after that, trade negotiators from China, Ja-
pan, Australia, India and 12 other Asian nations 
got down to stitch the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RECP). With the US miss-
ing from the deal and India withdrawing at the 
last moment, China has been given greater lever-
age in being the largest economy in a now region-
ally focused East Asian system.

The 35 ASEAN summit in Bangkok, held in No-
vember 2019, provided further evidence of how the 
US is neglecting its strategic interest in the region. 
Mark J Valencia, writing in The South China Morn-
ing Post said the United States had lost ground, yet 
again, in its struggle with China for the hearts and 
minds of Southeast Asia. According to him, the US 
diminished its clout by sending a delegation headed 
by US National Security Adviser Robert O’Brien 
and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to a summit 
attended by Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. "The lower-level representation 
of the US delegation embarrassed summit host Thai-

land, a traditional US ally, and confirmed suspicions 
that ASEAN does not figure prominently in US stra-
tegic thinking and that US commitment to the region 
is unreliable.", added Valencia. 

This perception was confirmed in the “State 
of Southeast Asia 2020” report issued by the Sin-
gapore-based Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
(ISEAS). As many as 47 per cent of respondents to 
the ISEAS survey had little or no confidence in the 
United States as a strategic partner and provider 
of regional security. More than three-quarters be-
lieved that US engagement with Southeast Asia has 
declined under the Trump administration, and 79 
per cent held that China is the most influential eco-
nomic power in the region.   

This is the reason why Pompeo's phone calls to 
foreign ministers of Singapore, Indonesia, Brunei, 
and to the vice-president of Vietnam failed to evoke a 
positive response.

The major claimants in the South China Sea dis-
pute - Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines, and Brunei, 
have refused to be dragged into the US-China tussle. 
Malaysian foreign minister Hishammuddin Hussein 
has said that Malaysia does not want to be 'dragged 
and trapped' in a geopolitical tussle between super-
powers while Philippine’s president Rodrigo Duterte 
has ordered the Philippine navy not to join US-led 
military exercises in the South China Sea. Brunei, on 
the other hand, has never asserted its claim strongly. 

The lone voice of dissent comes from Vietnam, 
which is facing intense pressure from China. Re-
cently, Vietnam had agreed to pay around a billion 
dollars to two international oil companies after can-
celling their South China Sea operations following 
pressure from China.

Singapore and Indonesia, who are not claim-
ants in the South China Sea, have clearly steered 
away from the dispute. A statement issued by the 
foreign ministry said: "Singapore is not a claimant 
state and we do not take sides on the competing ter-
ritorial claims". Similarly, Indonesian foreign min-
ister RetnoMarsudi posted on Twitter about her 
call with Pompeo, saying that she had raised two is-
sues – vaccine production as well as the strengthen-
ing of trade and investment. Most analysts say that 
Retno’s leaving out of the South China Sea dispute 
was part of Indonesia's 'balanced' approach in the 
US-China rivalry.

HikmahantoJuwana, a professor of international 
law at the University of Indonesia also added that the 
US would need greater support from Southeast Asian 
nations if it wanted to send a message that China 
should not dominate the South China Sea.

Asif Ullah Khan has held senior editorial 
positions at Khaleej Times and Brunei Times. 
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S
o an Indonesian man last month had an epiph-
any. He got up on what looked like his bed, sat 
in front of the camera in a dimly lit room and 
recorded himself doing 'absolutely nothing' to 

become an overnight YouTube sensation.  
 Five centuries ago when a young Isaac Newton 

sat under a tree doing absolutely nothing, he was 
bonked on the head by a falling apple. In a "eureka 
moment" next, he came up with the law of gravity 
and changed the world forever. But if the art of 
lolling needed a twenty-first century setting and a 
modern-day poster boy in the history of human evo-
lution, then Muhammad Didit should get the crown 
four weeks after making the video with over 2.7 mil-
lion views. Daft? Yes, but with 2.7 million views and 
counting, it's a crude reminder that 'nothing' does 
mean 'something' for today's people.  

For someone who's spent over 15 years making 
videos with gimbals, lights, cameras, and other im-
portant props including humans but with or with-
out such viewership, it's a heart-breaking realisa-
tion that good, compelling content isn't any longer 
the king but it is the size and degree of absurdity (of-

ten sheer stupidity by some standards) that attracts 
attention. And that's how last year's semi-ripened 
banana secured to a wall with a duct tape fetched 
a tag of $120,000 in the name of art at an exhibition. 
Both simple and minimalistic yet as ludicrous and 
brainless as they may seem but both celebrated and 
feted with views, newsprint, and spotlight.  

Inspired, I stood at the balcony on Saturday 
evening with a cup of coffee to look out to the eve-
ning vanilla sky for my moment of honing the art 
of 'doing nothing'. But the monotony got to me in a 
couple of minutes and so I dumped the plan wonder-
ing if doing nothing was even a thing and if it was 
as easy as people make it out to be. After all, most of 

us have at some point in time and in some capacity 
been accused of 'doing nothing'. The boss at work 
has said this to me often and if I did a secret snap 
poll, I am pretty sure most of my colleagues would 
think so too. The missus at home who thinks I am 
up to no good has levelled such allegations as well 
and we the people as tax-paying voters back home 
in our country have often directed similar insult 
and insinuation at an incumbent leader or a past 
government, depending on our leanings and points 
of view! But not all allegations are true of course. 
Some half-baked, some part of libellous and mali-
cious pursuits of people and some the result of men 
like me who fail to masquerade their downtime 

well enough to be caught out. Yet some moments 
of doing 'absolutely nothing' remain terribly classy. 

One of Samuel Beckett's lesser-known works is 
Breath, an unusually brief play that lasts about 35 
seconds or about as long as Usain Bolt's Jamaican 
team took to set the world record in the 4 x 100 me-
tres relay in 2012 Olympics. And during that entire 
passage of time, there's just the sound of a birth-
cry, followed by an amplified sound of somebody 
slowly inhaling and exhaling, accompanied by an 
increase and decrease in the intensity of the light. 
The play ends with a second identical cry. No ac-
tor, no director, no call of honour at the end; just 
plain nothing like what many of Andy Warhol's pop 
art would seem to most of us - minimalistic and ab-
stract minus the expressionism. But both Beckett 
and Warhol are institutions who changed the world 
in their own little way like Newton did with works 
that arose out of presumably 'doing nothing'.  

...
Khaleej Times
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Interview: ‘The Ghosts of Past 
Still Haunting Masses in Kashmir’

I
N Shah Faesal’s sudden and snappy political step, 
many see the shades of the Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah who “came out as a changed man from 
his detention”. But while some, especially Na-

tional Conference loyalists, dismiss such comparisons 
as far-fetched and absurd, the debate has once again 
resurrected the contested legacy of the unionist poli-
tics in Kashmir.

Academician Dr Altaf Hussain Para is someone 
who recently captured some of the fascinating ac-
counts of Sheikh’s political life, and his conduct as 
“the tallest leader of Kashmir” in his critically-ac-
claimed book, The Making  Modern Kashmir: Sheikh 
Abdullah and the Politics of the State.

Published by Routledge in 2018, the book pres-
ents an inside-view of the history of modern Kashmir 
through the life and times of the much enigmatic yet 
complex mass leader and analysis of events which led 
to the emergence of a contested identity of the region.

Currently busy working on an oral history proj-
ect and a textbook on Kashmir History, Dr Para in a 
candid chat with Kashmir Observer throws light on 
why one needs to understand the past rationally, talks 
about the Sheikh’s contradictory stances and U-turns, 
and expresses his views on the major developments of 
the valley as well as present day affairs.

Looking back at the history, do you think most of the bygone 
historical and political occurrences to present day develop-
ments have only contributed to the ‘tragic story of Kashmir’?

Let me begin by underlining that every contempo-
rary society of the world has its share of tragic histori-
cal experiences with only a slight difference in time 
span and intensity and Kashmir is no exception to this 
historical generality.

Now what makes Kashmir, including few other so-
cieties of the world, somehow different with regard to 
its experiences with the past is the fact that while most 
of the nations have overcome their tragic pasts includ-
ing the menace of colonialism, the ghosts of the past 
are still haunting the masses in Kashmir.

Despite having a glorious past with a recorded his-
torical experiences and contribution to world thought, 
governance, technology and art, Kashmiris have been 
subjected to the worst kind of humiliations, negli-
gence and dehumanization since the Mughal conquest 
of the Valley.

Kashmiris were thrown out of the history by Mughals, 
Afghans, Sikhs and the worst came when the entire nation 
was sold by British to a courtier of Sikh Darbar.

After many failures, Kashmiris saw an awakening 
in the beginning of the twentieth century under some ex-
ternal and internal influences. They started asserting to 
once again find some place in history so that they carve 
out some respectable space in the comity of nations.

In nutshell, one needs to understand Kashmir 
history rationally without any prejudice if one really 
wants to know why Kashmir is what it is today.

What do you feel about Kashmir’s general discontentment or 
dissatisfaction with the Abdullahs and other top political play-
ers? And what’s your opinion on the recent backlash on Omar 
Abdullah’s statehood demands? 

Sheikh Abdullah who emerged as the face and 

symbol of Kashmiri resistance against autocracy, 
feudalism and communalism in the thirties of the 
twentieth century and an undisputed leader to shape 
their destiny, has been accused for making frequent 
U-turns and somersaults and using mass aspirations 
to advance his political power.

For instance, while he vigorously championed the 
case of democracy and socio-economic justice during the 
anti-colonial and anti-autocracy movement in Kashmir, 
he himself supervised an administration from 1948 to 
1953 with least regard to democratic and constitutional 
values. People who disagreed with him were subjected to 
worst kinds of tortures and discrimination.

Also after his dismissal, he patronized a two-de-
cade long movement creating a deep-rooted secession-
ist mass psyche among the people which he failed to 
eradicate when he negotiated terms with Indira Gan-
dhi to regain power.

He even caused a huge disrespect to his supporters 
by calling the movement, which saw the death of hun-
dreds and imprisonment of thousands of his followers, 
as political wilderness.

Although Omar Abdullah has issued some clari-
fications with regard to his recent statement, some 
people see in him a politician who can make any com-
promises to occupy some position in power. Although 
it appears an unpalatable reality, ever since Sheikh 
Abdullah tasted the forbidden fruit in 1975, political 
class across the board in Valley is still struggling to 
gain a popular trust and that is unfortunately one of 
the dimensions of the problem as well.

Do you think the Kashmir issue is largely demonized and con-
tested because of narratives based on selective history and bi-
ases by the certain “custodians of knowledge”?

I must say that all political leaders and political 
parties across the globe have been dishonest to the his-

torical episteme. They selectively quote history to suit 
their ideologies.

If past is unpalatable, they either manufacture 
‘facts’ or fictionalize the history to fit it to their agen-
das. ‘If there is no suitable past,’ as they say, ‘it can 
always be invented’. Also there is no single perspec-
tive to the past.

In fact there is no history; there are histories. Past 
cannot be judged through a single perspective. If you 
do, you will end up capturing only one dimension of a 
picture like a group of blindfolded men giving a con-
tradictory description of an elephant.

People cutting across their ideological positions need to 
look at the past rationally if we really want to make deci-
sions regarding our present and future wisely.

As a historian, do you see any plausible end to the crisis 
of Kashmiris?

Looking at past experiences based on my engage-
ments with historical events, I must say I am optimis-
tic with regard to the future.

Post Covid-19, I see a better and peaceful world 
emerging with human life being valued more. Now the 
world is experiencing how difficult it is to live in lock-
downs and under constant threat to life. This will defi-
nitely reduce bitterness around and will create better 
conditions for a peaceful and dignified co-existence.

Already a year has passed since the abrogation of Article 370, 
what will it mean for the region in the course of history?

The abrogation of Article 370 last year was only 
the first step in order of a chain of other such steps 
the union government is taking since then. Things are 
still unfolding and it will be too early to have an opin-
ion about its impact in future.

Rakshanda Afrin 

Take A Deep Breath, Do 
Nothing And Change The World

Abhishek Sengupta

Joshua S. Yamamoto

F
rank Herbert wrote the epic novel 'Dune' (which 
I recommend everyone read before the block-
buster film comes out). When the novel opens, 
the hero is being tested to determine if he is tru-

ly 'human'. The test goes something like this: His hand 
is placed in a box. The box creates intense pain, which 
he knows full well is a phantom pain - no real damage is 
happening. If he has the will power to keep his hand in 
the box, then he proves that he is human. If he pulls his 
hand out before the test is over, he dies.

OK, this is perhaps a brutal test, but it is a work 
of fiction. However, it does demonstrate an important 
lesson about what makes us human. We have free will, 
and we can make decisions to overcome our more ba-
sic instincts. In Dune, the hero knows that his hand is 
not being hurt, but his instincts are telling him to pull 
away from the pain. He has to use his mind to over-
come his fear. He recites a mantra that he has been 
taught, "Fear is the mind killer..." and he wills himself 
to endure. Spoiler alert, he passes the test.

How is this story relevant today? I am a preventive 
cardiologist who is mostly concerned with managing 
the natural aging process so that people do not become 
demented (have brain damage) or heart failure. What 
does this have to do with fear? Coronavirus is on pace 

the be the third leading cause of death this year, after
heart and vascular disease. If you add strokes, 

which are almost entirely related to the heart and vas-
cular changes that happen naturally with age, and if 
you add in dementia (dementia is always made worse if 
you do not have adequate blood flow to the brain), then 
heart and vascular disease really still tops out the list 
of things that are most likely to kill us.

It is also the thing most likely to injure or damage 
us. Most of my patients would rather die than be dis-
abled by a stroke or fade away from vascular demen-
tia. And who wants to be parked in a nursing home in 
times like these?

We should not have to die prematurely from heart 
or vascular disease. You can prevent a stroke. And 
when you preserve blood flow to the brain, you pre-
vent a lot of senile dementia. But, to do this you need to 
work with your doctor.

And, this is where the fear comes in.
In general, fear is a good thing. It's what keeps us 

from getting killed in dangerous situations. Cowards 
(like me) have a knack for survival. But, like the hero 
from 'Dune', sometimes we have to overcome our fear 
when there is something more important to worry 
about, like your health.

Since the start of the pandemic, there has been a 
great fear, especially among the elderly, to go out and 

seek medical care. We have heard that we should put 
off non-emergent medical care. But, nothing about car-
diovascular health is elective. Just because something 
is not an emergency doesn't make it optional.

To be specific: we all need to keep up on our medi-
cal care. Skipping out on 'routine' checks is a recipe for 
disaster. We manage health, especially cardiovascular 
health for a reason. When we are under stress (like an 
infection) we need our bodies to be prepared to meet 
the challenges. Keep your medical appointments.

If you don't have a doctor, get one. If you wait until 
you are really sick before you have someone to turn to, 
you might as well just be using the emergency room. 
That is the last place you want to go. Medicare has fi-
nally changed the rules so doctors are now allowed to 
talk to their patients over the phone. Keep in touch. 
Some things must be done in person, so do that.

The higher risk you are for Covid, the more impor-
tant it is to maintain your health. But, every day fear 
prevents people from seeking out medical care they 
need. What to do?

First, tend to the practical things. Every single 
health care facility now has a plan to prevent the 
spread of infection. There are many steps to this plan, 
and they work. If you want to know what your doctor's 
office is doing, call and ask.

Know that this is an airborne virus. It spreads in 

the air. Masks and distancing work. The best masks 
are the ones that protect you (as opposed to ones that 
just decrease the likelihood of spreading the virus to 
others). If you really don't want to spread the virus, 
don't catch it. Protect yourself. Go online and buy an 
N-95 or N-99 mask, and wear it. And wear it properly. 
I don't care if it's uncomfortable, or you don't want to 
cover your nose; you can wear it long enough to leave 
your home and get the health care you need.

I suppose the truly hard part is overcoming the 
fear. Everyone needs their strategy for that. Some 
people rely on their faith, or at least faith in Anthony 
Fauci. Some people rely on logic or think about the bal-
ance of risks and benefits. Some people even do math. 
Some people get so frustrated being stuck at home that 
they finally go out with the logic that, "if I can't see my 
doctor, who can I see?" I'll take that, it's a start.

FDR would not be right in this case. We have more 
to fear than fear itself. We need to fear the virus, but 
we cannot let that fear own us. If we do, then fear will 
keep us from getting the health care we need. As we 
grow older, our heart and circulation will age, and if 
we don't tend to that, then we will have strokes. Thus, 
fear is truly the mind killer.

But we are human, so it doesn't have to be.

 -Psychology Today

Don't Miss Your Health Check-Ups For Fear Of Covid
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LONDON: Lockdowns and social 
distancing measures introduced 
around the world to try and 
curb the COVID-19 pandemic 
are reshaping lives, legislating 
activities that were once every-
day freedoms and creating new 
social norms.

But there are always some peo-
ple who don’t play by the rules.

Rule-breaking is not a new 

phenomenon, but behavioural 
scientists say it is being exacer-
bated in the coronavirus pan-
demic by cultural, demographic 
and psychological factors that 
can make the flouters seem more 
selfish and dangerous.

Here are some questions and 
answers on the science of human 
behaviour during the COVID-19 
pandemic:

What makes some people 
flout and others obey the rules?

A key factor is individualism 
versus collectivism.

“Some countries…tend to be 
higher on individualism, which 
is about expressing your sense 
of identity and who you are as an 
individual,” said Jay Van Bavel, an 
associate professor of psychology 
at New York University.

People in individualist cul-
tures tend to reject rules and ig-
nore attempts by public health 
authorities to “nudge” behav-

iour change with risk messages 
or appeals for altruism.

“If you say, for example, that 
wearing a mask will help pro-
tect others, people in individu-
alistic cultures just care less,” 
said Michael Sanders, a expert 
at the Policy Institute at King’s 
College London.

In collectivist cultures, people 
are more likely to do what’s best 
for the group.

Are trust and fear important?

Yes. These and other instincts 
are significant influences on hu-
man behaviour.

In societies with more political 
division, for example, people are 
less likely to trust advice from one 
side or the other, and also tend to 
form pro- and anti-camps.

Optimism and fear are also 
crucial. A little of both can be 
positive, but too much of either 
can be damaging.

“In a situation like a pandemic, 

(optimism) can lead you to take 
risks that are incredibly danger-
ous,” said Van Bavel.

Why is social distancing dif-
ficult?

“We are truly social animals,” said 
Van Bavel. “Our bodies and brains 
are designed for connection and 
the pandemic in many ways goes 
against our instincts to connect.”

That’s partly why local out-
breaks can crop up in bars and 
nightclubs, or religious ceremo-

nies, weddings and parties.
“People have a hard time re-

sisting that tendency for social 
and group connection.”

If rule-breakers are a minor-
ity, why does it matter?

“The problem is that, in a mas-
sive collective problem like the 
one we’re facing now, if every-
body breaks the rules a little bit, 
then it’s not dissimilar to lots of 
people not following the rules at 
all,” said Sanders.

WHY SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
Play By The Rules Amid Pandemic

Walking To Work May Be Better For 
Your Health Than A Casual Stroll: Study

Agencies

Walking with a pur-
pose - especially 
walking to get to 
work, makes people 

walk faster and consider them-
selves to be healthier, a new 
study has found.

The study, published online 
earlier this month in the Journal 
of Transport and Health, found 
that walking for different reasons 
yielded different levels of self-
rated health. People who walked 
primarily to places like work 
and the grocery store from their 
homes, for example, reported 
better health than people who 
walked mostly for leisure.

“We found that walking for 
utilitarian purposes significantly 
improves your health and that 
those types of walking trips are 
easier to bring into your daily 
routine,” said Gulsah Akar, an as-
sociate professor of city and re-
gional planning in The Ohio State 
University Knowlton School of 
Architecture.

“So, basically, both as city plan-
ners and as people, we should try 
to take advantage of this as much 
as possible.”

The study used data from the 
2017 National Household Travel 
Survey, a U.S. dataset collected 
from April 2016 to May 2017.

The researchers analysed self-
reported health assessments from 
125,885 adults between the ages 
of 18 and 64. Those adults reported 
the number of minutes they spent 
walking for different purposes - 
from home to work, from home to 
shopping, from home to recreation 
activities and walking trips that did 
not start at their homes.

And, the survey respondents 
ranked how healthy they were on 
a scale of 1 to 5. The dataset the 
researchers analysed included 

more than 500,000 
trips.

The research-
ers - Akar and 
Ohio State doc-
toral student Gilsu 
Pae - found that 
walking for any 
duration, for any 
purpose, increased 
how healthy a per-
son felt.

But they also 
found that an 
additional 
10 min-
utes of 
walking 
per trip 
from 

home 
for 
work-
based 
trips 
- say, 
from a 
person’s 
house to 
the bus 
stop 10 
minutes 
away - 
increased that 
person’s odds of 
having a higher 
health score by 6 
per cent compared 
with people who walk 
for other reasons. People 
who walked from home for 
reasons not connected to work, 
shopping or recreation were 3 
per cent more likely to have a 
higher health score.

And, the researchers found, 
people who walked for work 
walked faster - on average, about 
2.7 miles per hour - than people 

who walked for other reasons. 
People who walked for recre-
ational purposes - say, an after-
dinner stroll - walked, on aver-
age, about 2.55 miles per hour.

The researchers also found that 

walking trips 
that begin at 

home are gen-
erally longer than 

walking trips that 
begin somewhere else. 

The team found that 64 
per cent of home-based 

walking trips last at least 10 
minutes, while 50 per cent of 

trips that begin elsewhere are 
at least that long.

Akar has studied the ways 
people travel for years and 
said she was surprised to see 
that walking for different pur-
poses led to a difference in 
how healthy people believed 
they were.

“I was thinking the differ-
ences would not be that signifi-

cant, that walking is walking, and 
all forms of walking are helpful,” 
she said. “And that is true, but 
walking for some purposes has a 
significantly greater effect on our 
health than others.”

Akar said the findings suggest 
that building activity into parts 
of a day that are otherwise sed-
entary - commuting by foot in-
stead of by car, for example - can 
make a person feel healthier.

“That means going to a gym 
or a recreation centre aren’t the 
only ways to exercise,” Akar said. 
“It’s an opportunity to put active 
minutes into our daily schedules 
in an easy way.”

“
SOME COUNTRIES…TEND TO BE HIGHER ON INDIVIDUALISM, 
which is about expressing your sense of identity and who you are as an individual,” said 
Jay Van Bavel, an associate professor of psychology at New York University.
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Agencies

Washington: Donald Trump 
“cheated” in the 2016 US presi-
dential election, his disgraced 
former lawyer Michael Cohen 
will claim in an upcoming 
bombshell book.

Mr Cohen promises to re-
veal the “skeletons” in the presi-
dent’s closet in Disloyal, A Mem-
oir, which is due to be released in 
September.

A foreword published on-
line on Thursday says: “Trump 
had cheated in the election, with 
Russian connivance, as you will 
discover in these pages, because 
doing anything - and I mean any-

thing - to ‘win’ has always been his 
business model and way of life.”

It adds: “My insatiable desire 
to please Trump to gain power 
for myself, the fatal flaw that led 
to my ruination, was a Faustian 
bargain: I would do anything to ac-
cumulate, wield, maintain, exert, 
exploit power.

“In this way, Donald Trump 
and I were the most alike; in this 
naked lust for power, the Presi-
dent and I were soul mates.”

The foreword, which runs to 
some 3,700 words, does not reveal 
anything new about Russia’s al-
leged interference in the 2016 
presidential election.
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Timeline — Israel, UAE deal follows 
years of failed peace initiatives

N E W S  M A K E R S

West Bank annexation still ‘on 
the table’, says Netanyahu
Agencies

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
on Thursday he agreed to delay 
annexation in the occupied West 
Bank as part of a normalisation 
deal with the UAE but the plans 
remain “on the table”.

Netanyahu said that in 
agreement with US President 
Donald Trump he had “delayed” 
West Bank annexation plans, but 
that he would “never give up our 
rights to our land”.

Netanyahu, like many in the 
Jewish state, refers to the occu-
pied West Bank as Judea and Sa-
maria and claims the territory as 
part of the historic homeland of 
the Jewish people.

Agreement removes time-
bomb of annexation: UAE

“We will definitely not locate 
anything in Jerusalem. West or 
East. Unless there is a final agree-
ment between the Israelis and 
Palestinians.” Gargash urged the 
Israelis and Palestinians to re-
turn to the negotiating table but 
said that the issue was not in the 
hands of the UAE.

The United Arab Emirates’ 
Senior official Anwar Gargash 
said the deal had helped defuse 
what he called the ticking time-
bomb of Israel’s planned an-
nexation of settlements in the 
occupied West Bank that was 
threatening a two-state solution 
to the IsraeliPalestinian conflict.

Gargash, minister of state 
for foreign affairs, said the agree-
ment was a bold but necessary 
step to take in the region.

“The region is very polarised. 
You will hear the usual noise but 
I think it is important to move 
forward,” he told reporters in a 
briefing. Delegations from Israel 
and the UAE, a regional business 
and investment hub, will meet 
in coming weeks to sign bilat-
eral agreements on investment, 
tourism, direct flights, security, 
telecommunications and other 
issues, the statement said.

Iran calls UAE-Israel deal ‘shameful’
Iran’s Tasnim news agency, 

which is affiliated to the coun-
try’s elite Revolutionary Guards, 
said Thursday’s deal between 
Israel and the United Arab Emir-
ates on normalising ties was 
“shameful”. Iran’s clerical lead-
ers have yet to react to the deal.

Israel and the UAE reached a 
deal on Thursday on seeking the full 
normalisation of diplomatic relations 
between the two Middle Eastern na-
tions, in an agreement that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump helped broker.

Israel-UAE deal ‘does not serve Pal-
estinian cause’: Hamas

The Gaza Strip’s Islamist lead-
ers Hamas on Thursday rejected 
a historic agreement between Is-
rael and the UAE saying it did not 
serve the Palestinian cause.

“The agreement with the 

UAE is a reward for the Israeli 
occupation and crimes,” Hamas 
spokesman Hazem Qasem said.

Johnson welcomes deal
British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson welcomed an agreement 
between Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates that will lead to a 
full normalisation of diplomatic 
relations between the two states.

“The UAE and Israels deci-
sion to normalise relations is 
hugely good news,” Johnson said 
on Twitter. “It was my profound 
hope that annexation did not go 
ahead in the West Bank and todays 
agreement to suspend those plans 
is a welcome step on the road to a 
more peaceful Middle East.” For-
eign minister Dominic Raab said it 
was “time for direct talks between 
the Palestinians and Israel, the 
only route to lasting peace.”

Sisi praises deal
Egyptian President Ab-

del Fattah al-Sisi on Thursday 
praised the US-brokered deal be-
tween Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates that would halt Israeli 
annexation of Palestinian land.

“I read with interest and great 
appreciation the joint statement 
between the United States, the 
brotherly United Arab Emirates 
and Israel concerning the halt of 
Israel’s annexation of Palestinian 
land,” Sisi said in a tweet, adding 
that this would help bring “peace” 
to the Middle East. 

Agencies

BEIRUT: Iran and Turkey Fri-
day lashed out at the United 
Arab Emirates over its deci-
sion to normalise diplomatic 
relations with Israel in a US-
brokered deal, accusing it of be-
traying the Palestinian cause.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
called the deal a “dagger that 
was unjustly struck by the 
UAE in the backs of the Pal-
estinian people and all Mus-
lims”. Turkey said the peoples 
of the region “will never forget 
and will never forgive this 
hypocritical behaviour” by 
the UAE.

The UAE, which has never 
fought Israel and has quietly 
been improving ties for years, 
said the agreement put a hold 
on Israel’s plans to unilateral-
ly annex parts of the occupied 
West Bank, which the Pales-
tinians view as the heartland 

of their future state.
Tehran, in the foreign 

ministry statement on Fri-
day, called the normalising 
of ties between the two coun-
tries a dangerous, “shameful” 
measure and warned the UAE 
against Israel interfering in 
the “political equations” of the 
Gulf region.

“The UAE government and 
other accompanying govern-
ments must accept responsibil-
ity for all the consequences of 
this action,” the statement said.

The move was an act of “stra-
tegic stupidity from Abu Dhabi 
and Tel Aviv that will undoubt-
edly strengthen the resistance 
axis in the region”, it added.

“The oppressed people of 
Palestine and all the free na-
tions of the world will never 
forgive the normalising of 
relations with the criminal 
Israeli occupation regime and 

the complicity in its crimes.”
Earlier President Trump’s 

special envoy Brian Hook said 
the deal is a “nightmare” for Iran.

‘Glass palaces’
In a veiled reference to its 

main regional rival and Emi-
rati ally Saudi Arabia, Iran’s 
foreign ministry slammed 
rulers who harm the people 
of Palestine and Yemen “from 
their glass palaces”.

Establishing diplomatic 
ties between Israel and Wash-
ington’s Middle East allies, in-
cluding the oil-rich Gulf states, 
has been central to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s regional 
strategy to contain Iran.

Ellie Geranmayeh, analyst 
at the European Council on 
Foreign Relations, argued on 
Twitter the normalisation is 
unlikely to be a “game-chang-
er” for Iran.

Iran, Turkey Lash Out at UAE Over Deal with Israel

Silence from Saudi Arabia as 
UAE hails Israel accord
Agencies

Abu Dhabi:  As media and peo-
ple in the United Arab Emir-
ates hailed the Gulf state’s deal 
to normalise relations with 
Israel as a diplomatic victory 
— which they say helps the 
Palestinians — silence reigned 
in Saudi Arabia, longtime fig-
urehead of regional policy to-
wards Israel.

Analysts see the surprise 
UAE-Israel agreement an-
nounced on Thursday as a 
strategic boost for the UAE’s 
regional and global standing 
that could put it ahead of its 
powerful Saudi neighbour and 
ally, especially in critical rela-
tions with Washington.

Saudi Arabia is the Gulf’s 
largest economy and the 
world’s biggest oil exporter, 
but the UAE has in recent 
years become increasingly 
assertive in its own foreign 
policy, especially in regional 
hot spots such as Libya, Sudan 
and Yemen.

In July last year, the UAE 
said it was withdrawing its 
troops from Yemen where it 
had jointly with Saudi Arabia 
led a Western-backed coali-
tion fighting the Iran-aligned 
Houthis since 2015.

The accord was a rare tri-
umph for US President Donald 
Trump in Middle East diplo-
macy ahead of his November 

3 re-election bid. But, should 
he be defeated by Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe 
Biden, the UAE could gain an 
advantage over Riyadh in rela-
tions with the United States.

“The move positions the 
UAE nicely should Biden win, 
as it will help smooth things 
over with (the US) Congress 
and, by doing so, leave Saudi 
Arabia outflanked and more 
exposed than ever before,” 
said Neil Quilliam, associate 
fellow with Chatham House 
and managing director of 
Azure Strategy.

“This must be the real con-
cern for the Saudi leadership 
right now — and the lead cal-
culation on how to respond to 
the UAE-Israel move.”

Last year, Congress passed 
legislation to block sales of 
some weapons to Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE in an attempt to 
pressure the Gulf states over 
civilian casualties in the Ye-
men war. The legislation was 
vetoed by President Trump.

While there has been no 
official comment from the Sau-
dis on the UAE-Israel pact so 
far, Twitter users in the king-
dom shared pictures of the late 
King Faisal, who during the 
October 1973 Arab-Israeli war 
led an oil embargo that aimed 
to punish the United States 
and other countries for their 
support of Israel.

Agencies

Jerusalem: A deal between Israel 
and the United Arab Emirates in-
tended to fully normalise relations 
follows a history of peace efforts 
between Israel and the Palestin-
ians and their Arab allies that 
have failed to overcome decades of 
distrust and violence.

Most Arab nations, including 
the UAE, have not recognised Israel 
or had formal diplomatic or eco-
nomic relations with it because of 
what they regard as Israel’s thwart-
ing of Palestinians’ aspirations for 
a state of their own. Here are the 
main initiatives undertaken by the 
parties themselves and internation-
al mediators since the 1967 Middle 
East War, when Israel captured the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, the 
Sinai peninsula and the Gaza Strip 
and the Golan Heights:
1967 — UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 242

After the Six-Day War, UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 242 calls 
for the “withdrawal of Israeli armed 
forces from territories occupied in 
the recent conflict” in return for all 
states in the area to respect each oth-
er’s sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence. The resolution is 
the foundation for many peace ini-
tiatives but its imprecise phrasing 
— is the reference to all territories 
or just some? — has complicated ef-
forts for decades.
1978 — Camp David agreement

Israel’s Menachem Begin and 
Egypt’s Anwar Sadat agree on a 
framework for regional peace that 
calls for an Israeli withdrawal in 
stages from Egypt’s Sinai and a 
transitional Palestinian govern-
ment in the West Bank and Gaza.
1979 — Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty

The first peace treaty between 
Israel and an Arab country sets 
out plans for a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from Sinai within 
three years. in 1981, Sadat was as-
sassinated by Islamist revolution-
aries at a military parade in Cairo.
1991 — Madrid summit

Representatives of Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) attend a peace conference. 
No agreements are reached but the 
scene is set for direct contacts.
1994 — Israel-Jordan agreement

Jordan becomes the second 
Arab country to sign a peace trea-
ty with Israel. But the treaty is un-
popular and pro-Palestinian senti-
ment is widespread in Jordan.

1993-1995 — Declaration of Prin-
ciples/Oslo Accords

Israel and the PLO hold secret 
talks in Norway that result in in-
terim peace accords, calling for 
the establishment of a Palestinian 

interim self-government and an 
elected council in the West Bank 
and Gaza for a five-year transi-
tional period. Israeli troop with-
drawals and negotiations on a per-
manent settlement.
2000 — Camp David summit

US President Bill Clinton con-
venes Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak at Camp David. They 
fail to agree. Another Palestinian 
uprising ensues.
2002-2003 — Bush Declaration

George W Bush becomes the 
first US president to call for the 
creation of a Palestinian state, 
living side-by-side with Israel “in 
peace and security”.
2002 — Arab League’s peace plan

Saudi Arabia presents an Arab 
League-endorsed peace plan for full 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
territory and Israel’s acceptance of a 
Palestinian state in return for normal 
relations with Arab countries. The 
United States, the European Union, 
the United Nations and Russia pres-
ent their own roadmap to a perma-
nent two-state solution to the conflict.
2007 — Annapolis summit

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert fail to reach 
a deal at a US-hosted summit. Ol-
mert later says they were close 
to a deal but a graft investigation 
against him and a Gaza war in 2008 
scupper any agreement.
2009 — Netanyahu’s Bar-Ilan address

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu says he would be prepared for a 
peace deal that includes the establish-
ment of a demilitarised Palestinian 
state. He also sets another condition: 
Palestinian recognition of Israel as 
the “state of the Jewish people”.
2013-2014 — Washington peace 
talks/negotiations collapse

US Secretary of State John 
Kerry coaxes Israelis and Palestin-
ians to resume talks. They fail and 
are suspended in April 2014.
June 2019 — Trump economic plan 
announced

Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-
in-law, launches its preliminary 
stage in Bahrain. He takes an 
“economy first” approach, calling 
for a $50 billion investment fund 
to boost the Palestinian and neigh-
bouring Arab economies. Pales-
tinian leaders dismiss it. Netanya-
hu says he intends to annex West 
Bank settlements, and much of the 
Jordan Valley if elected. Later, US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
effectively backs Israel’s claimed 
right to build Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank by 
abandoning a four-decade-old US 
position that they were inconsis-
tent with international law.

US Will “Collapse” If Biden Is 
Elected President, Says Trump
Agencies

Washington: President Donald 
Trump has said that the US 
would collapse and become the 
world’s laughing stock if the 
Democratic Party’s presump-
tive nominee Joe Biden wins 
the November 3 presidential 
elections.

Trump said Biden’s pro-
posed policies were not good 
for the country.

“Today, we saw Joe Biden 
continue to politicise a pan-
demic and to show his ap-
palling lack of respect for the 
American people. That’s what 
it is. At every turn, Biden has 
been wrong about the virus, ig-
noring the scientific evidence 
and putting left-wing politics 
before facts and evidence,” 
Trump told reporters on 
Thursday at the White House.

“The world will be laugh-
ing and taking full advantage 
of the United States if Joe 
Biden ever became President. 
Our Country would COL-
LAPSE!” Trump said in a 
tweet.

Trump’s tweet included 
a Fox News video clipping in 
which its news anchor was 
critical of Indian-American 
Congresswoman Pramila Jay-
apal for praising Biden.

The Fox News anchor de-
scribed Jayapal as socialist 
and a genuine radical.

“Sleepy Joe opposed both 
the China and the Europe 
travel bans. You know that. 
He opposed the China travel 
ban that I instituted very early 
and the Europe travel ban that 
I instituted quite early. If I lis-
tened to his advice, hundreds 
of thousands more people 
would have died. This is ac-
cording to many people,” the 

president said.
Trump alleged Biden 

wants to fling open American 
borders, allowing the pandem-
ic to infiltrate every American 
community.

“He wants to have ridicu-

lous open borders. I’ve been 
saying from the first day I start-
ed campaigning for this great 
office that if you have open bor-
ders, you don’t have a country. 
You don’t have a country, with 
open borders. So he wants open 
borders. The Democrats want 
open borders,” he said.

While Biden will allow riot-
ers, looters and millions of il-
legal aliens to roam free in our 
country, he also wants the feder-
al government to issue a sweep-
ing new mandate to law-abiding 
citizens, Trump alleged.

“He wants the President of 
the United States, with the mere 
stroke of a pen, to order over 
300 million American citizens 
to wear a mask for a minimum 
of three straight months. He 
thinks it’s good politics. Differ-
ent states are different, both in 
terms of the atmosphere and 
also in terms of the coronavirus 
problem,” he said. “If the Presi-
dent has the unilateral power 
to order every single citizen to 
cover their face in nearly all 
instances, what other powers 
does he have,” Trump asked.

Michael Cohen claims  Trump 
‘cheated’ in 2016  Election in 
bombshell new book

Essam el-Erian

How did Israel and the UAE get to normalising relations?
Linah Alsaafin  | Al Jazeera

B
ack in October 2018, Israeli 
Culture and Sports Minis-
ter Miri Regev became the 
first Israeli to visit Abu 

Dhabi in an unprecedented official 
state visit.

She witnessed for the first time 
the Israeli national anthem be-
ing played at a judo tournament 
and later visited the Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque, where she wrote "I 
wish a good life and peace for all" in 
Hebrew in the visitor's book.

Regev, a former chief Israeli mili-
tary spokeswoman, is known to Pales-
tinians and critics for her more egre-
gious statements, such as describing 
African migrants in Israel as a "can-
cer", and calling on her government 
last year to revive its policy of assas-
sinating Palestinian leaders.

Her visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) was a clear sign of 

the UAE working to push its covert 
relations with Israel out in the open.

Since Regev's visit, the Israeli 
Communications Minister, Ayoub 
Kara, as well as Foreign Minister 
Yisrael Katz have also travelled to 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

"I will continue to work with 
the prime minister to push for the 
policy of normalisation that we're 
leading based on Israel's capabili-
ties in the issues of security, intel-
ligence and different civil opportu-
nities," Katz said at the time of his 
visit in July 2019.

Translation: The Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yisrael Katz visited Abu 
Dhabi and participated in the UN Cli-
mate Change Summit. Katz held sev-
eral meetings, including a meeting 
with a senior official in the Emirates.

Clandestine relations - including 
intelligence sharing and direct and in-
direct flights - between Israel and the 
UAE have been going on for decades.

According to Adam Entous, a re-
porter for The New Yorker, the think-
tank and government-backed Emir-
ates Center for Strategic Studies and 
Research was established in 1994 for 
academic research but later "became 

a conduit for contacts with Israel".
The think-tank was the perfect 

cover to establish Israeli communica-
tions, and was born out of Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed's 
(MBZ) desire to buy fighter jets from 

the United States in 1990, and had 
dreaded Israeli objections to the sale.

Sandra Charles, who was work-
ing for bin Zayed at the time and was 
a former official in the George HW 
Bush administration, arranged an 
off the record meeting between Emi-
rati academic Jamal S al-Suwaidi 
- who later established the think-
tank - and Israeli diplomat Jeremy 
Issacharoff. This led to then Israeli 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
give the green light for the US fight-
er jets to be sold to the UAE, where 
a "sense of trust" was built between 
Israel and Abu Dhabi, Entous re-
ported US officials as telling him.

'Unlikely geopolitical significance'
Fast forward to now and the 

official announcement of Israel 
and the UAE's formal relations on 
Thursday has followed through 
years of backroom talks and under 
the table meetings, analysts say.

The agreement, which was bro-
kered by the US, is known as the 
Abraham Accord, and vows to work 
towards a "full normalisation of re-
lations". The UAE has become the 
third Arab country to recognise Is-
rael, but unlike Egypt and Jordan, 
does not share a border nor has it 
fought any wars with Israel.

Subsequently, the agreement is 
"unlikely to have geopolitical sig-
nificance, in the sense that it does 
not have a serious impact on the 
balance of power either regionally 
or internationally," Mouin Rabba-
ni, the co-editor of Jadaliyya, said.

Diana Buttu, a Haifa-based ana-
lyst and former legal adviser to Pal-
estinian peace negotiators, said the 
UAE did not agree to normalising re-
lations with Israel because it needed 
to take back a part of its territory - 
such as in Egypt's case with the Sinai 
Peninsula - or because they believe 
that peace is on the horizon.
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"Don't Fear Food, Packaging": WHO 
After China Virus-In-Frozen Food Claim

Two cities in China have found 
traces of the new coronavirus 
in cargoes of imported frozen 
food, local authorities said on 

Thursday, although the World Health 
Organization downplayed the risk of 
the virus entering the food chain.

A sample taken from the surface of 
frozen chicken wings imported into 
the southern city of Shenzhen from 
Brazil, as well as samples of outer 
packaging of frozen Ecuadorian 
shrimp sold in the northwestern city 
of Xian, have tested positive for the 
virus, local Chinese authorities said.

Shenzhen authorities identified the 
chicken as originating from a plant 
owned by Aurora, Brazil's third-larg-
est poultry and pork exporter.

As confirmed COVID-19 cases 
continue to rise globally, the discov-
eries raise fresh concerns that the 
coronavirus that causes the disease 
can spread on surfaces and enter 
the foodchain. A day earlier, officials 
started investigating whether the 
first COVID-19 cases in New Zealand 
in more than three months were im-
ported by freight.

Viruses can survive up to two years 
at temperatures of minus 20 degrees 
Celsius, but scientists and officials say 
there is no strong evidence so far the 
coronavirus can spread via frozen food.

"People should not fear food, food 
packaging or delivery of food," the 
World Health Organization's head of 
emergencies programme Mike Ryan 
told a briefing.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Agriculture Department said in 
a joint statement "there is no evidence 
that people can contract COVID-19 
from food or from food packaging."

Brazil's Aurora, which is unlisted, 
said it had not been formally notified 
by the Chinese authorities of the al-
leged contamination. The company 
said it takes all possible measures to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus 
and there is no evidence it is spread 
through food. Brazil's agriculture 
ministry said it was seeking clarifica-
tion from Chinese authorities.

Reuters could not immediately 
reach the Ecuadorean embassy in 
Beijing. Shenzhen's health authori-
ties traced and tested everyone who 
might have come into contact with 
potentially contaminated food prod-
ucts, and all results were negative, 
the city's notice said.

"It is hard to say at which stage 

the frozen chicken got infected," said 
a China-based official at a Brazilian 
meat exporter.

The Shenzhen Epidemic Preven-
tion and Control Headquarters said 
the public needed to take precau-
tions to reduce infection risks from 
imported meat and seafood.

The health commission of Shaanxi 
province, where Xian city is located, said 
authorities were testing people and the 
surrounding environment connected 
to the contaminated shrimp products, 
which were sold in a local market.

In addition to screening all meat 
and seafood containers coming into 
major ports in recent months, China 
has suspended some meat imports 
from various places, including Brazil, 
since mid-June.

Seven Argentine meat processing 
plants are temporarily not export-
ing to China because they have reg-
istered cases of COVID-19 among 
their employees, a source from the 
Argentine agricultural health agency 
Senasa said on Thursday.

The first cluster of COVID-19 cases 
was linked to the Huanan seafood 
market in the Chinese city of Wu-
han. Initial studies suggested the vi-
rus originated in animal products on 
sale at the market.

Li Fengqin, who heads a microbiol-
ogy lab at the China National Center 
for Food Safety Risk Assessment told 
reporters in June the possibility of 
contaminated frozen food causing 
new infections could not be ruled out.

J&K Okays Rs 25 Lakh Addl Ex-Gratia For 
Covid Victim Healthcare Workers 
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government today approved an ad-
ditional ex-gratia of Rs.25.00 lakh in 
case of death of healthcare worker 
due to COVID-19.

According to an order by the Health 
and Medical Education department, 
issued in this regard, an ex-gratia of 
Rupees Twenty Five Lakh only, shall 
be payable to the dependent mem-
bers/legal heirs of those Healthcare 
workers, including community health 
workers who may lose their lives as a 
result of being in direct contact and 
care of COVID-19 patients and who 
may be at risk of being impacted 
by this disease. The classification of 
Health care workers for this purpose 
shall be the same as provided by Min-
istry of Health & Family Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India under the "Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package: Insur-
ance Scheme for Health Workers 
fighting COVID-19".

Pertinently, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, Government of 
India, has announced the "Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package: Insur-
ance Scheme for Health Workers 
fighting COVID-19", for providing 
an insurance cover of Rs.50.00 lakh 
for Healthcare providers, including 
community health workers, who 
may have to be in direct contact and 
care of COVID-19 patients and who 
may be at risk of being impacted by 
this Pandemic. Also, on account of 
the unprecedented situation, private 
hospital staff, retired volunteer/ local 
urban bodies/ contractual /daily wa-
ger/ ad-hoc /outsourced staff requi-
sitioned by the State/ Central Hospi-
tals/ autonomous hospitals of Central 
/ States / UTS, AIIMS and INIS/ hospi-
tals of Central Ministries are covered 
under the said insurance scheme.

The order said that the matter re-
garding providing of ex-gratia to the 

Health Care Workers, in addition to the 
Insurance Cover under "Pradhan Man-
tri Garib Kalyan Package", in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, was 
discussed in a meeting chaired by the 
Lieutenant Governor, J&K and a pro-
posal was accordingly submitted that 
the Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir like some other states may 
also consider providing additional ex-
gratia of Rs. 25.00 lakh posthumously, 
in respect of Health care workers, 
which will be in addition to the insur-
ance cover of Rs. 50.00 lakh for Health-
care providers approved by the Union 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
so that the Healthcare workers in UT of 
Jammu and Kashmir get a total amount 
of Rs.75.00 lakh, posthumously.

This order shall remain in force till 
the validity of Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Package Insurance Scheme an-
nounced by the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of India.

LG Asks VCs to Adopt J&K 
Centric Changes As Per 
New Education Policy
Seeks Suggestions On How J&K Could Benefit From 
New Education Policy, Promotion Of J&K’s Rich Culture
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha today 
asked the Vice-Chancellors of 
the Universities to prepare a 
roadmap for bringing qualita-
tive improvement in the over-
all functioning of the Univer-
sities and adopt J&K centric 
changes as per the New Edu-
cation Policy, besides impart-
ing training to the teachers 
within the Universities and 
outside the UT for the trans-
formation of learning system.

The Lt Governor was chair-
ing a meeting to review the 
functioning of the Universi-
ties here at the Raj Bhavan.

Kewal Kumar Sharma, Ad-
visor to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor; Bipul Pathak, Principal 
Secretary to Lieutenant Gover-
nor; Prof. Manoj Kumar Dhar; 
Prof. Talat Ahmad; Dr. Nazeer 
Ahmed; Prof. (Dr.) Ravindra Ku-
mar Sinha; Prof. Javed Musarrat 
and Prof. Mushtaq A Siddiqi - 
Vice-Chancellors of University 
of Jammu; University of Kash-
mir; Cluster University, Sri-
nagar; Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST) Kashmir, 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity (SMVDU), Baba Gh-
ulam Shah Badshah University, 
Islamic University of Science 
& Technology (IUST), respec-
tively, besides Sh. Talat Parvez 
Rohella, Secretary, Higher Edu-
cation and other senior officers 
attended the meeting.

The Lt Governor sought 
suggestions and recommen-
dations from the VCs on how 
J&K could benefit from New 
Education Policy and what 
are the challenges in its im-
plementation.

He stressed on the high im-
portance of preparing an ef-
fective strategy for implemen-
tation of grants under RUSA 
and asked the VCs to submit a 
detailed report on five unique 
initiatives taken by the Uni-
versities in last One, Two and 
Three years and the impact of 
these initiatives on teaching-
learning programmes.

He directed the VCs to 
submit a report on faculty 
recruitment and promotion 
against sanctioned strength, 
number of admissions against 
approved seats, the status of 
statutory body meetings, be-
sides any issues pending with 

Chancellor’s office like nomi-
nations, approval etc.

The Lt Governor observed 
that J&K has a rich Culture 
and ancient history and 
sought suggestions for its 
promotion.

He called for enhancing the 
quality of education while 
ensuring Gender equality and 
educational welfare of down-
trodden and underprivileged 
sections of the society. He en-
quired about the extension of 
benefits of the Universities to 
locals and the UT.

He asked the VCs to main-
tain transparency in trans-
fers and recruitment pro-
cess with strict adherence to 
the Reservation and Recruit-
ment Rules.

On technology-based learn-
ing, the Lt Governor stressed 
on optimum utilization of all 
available technology-based 
learning platforms, besides 
updation of e-learning tools 
and other ICT technology-
based teaching programmes 
to connect the students and 
Faculty with the enhanced 
educational resource plat-
forms. He sought the feed-
back on how effective and 
pragmatic these plans are.

He further called for lay-
ing special focus on link-
age with local and outside 
industry, capacity building, 
job-oriented courses for 
the students to meet the 
modern-day requirements, 
besides focusing on new and 
traditional skill develop-
ment simultaneously.

Emphasizing on effective 
student feedback system, 
the Lt Governor enquired 
about the improvements 
being made through the es-
tablished feedback system. 
Student Feedback on Teach-
ing is a global practice and it 
helps lend perspective to the 
teaching and pedagogical 
standards and practices of a 
University, he added.

He enquired about the 
implementation of Student 
centric schemes like ‘earn 
while you learn’ and mecha-
nism laid down for place-
ment of students, Alumni 
cells, campus placement, 
outreach programmes, any-
thing similar to Atal tinker-
ing labs etc.

India Welcomes Israel-
UAE 'Historic' Agreement
NEW DELHI: India on Friday 
welcomed the full normali-
sation in relations between 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Israel, saying that 
the two countries are New 
Delhi's key strategic part-
ners. Speaking at a weekly 
briefing, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Anurag Srivastava said 
India has always supported 
peace, development and sta-
bility in West Asia.

"The External Affairs Min-
ister (S Jaishankar) received a 
call from UAE Foreign Minis-
ter on the announcement of 
full normalisation of relations 
between the UAE and Israel. 
India has consistently sup-
ported peace, development 
and stability in West Asia, 
which is its extended neigh-
bourhood. In that context, we 
welcome the full normalisa-
tion of ties between UAE and 
Israel. Both nations are key 
strategic partners for India," 
Srivastava said.

Earlier today, Jaishankar 
tweeted about the telephonic 
conversation with UAE For-
eign Minister Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan about the full 
normalisation of relations be-
tween UAE and Israel."Deeply 
appreciate the call today from 
FM HH @ABZayed of UAE. 
Discussed the full normalisa-
tion of relations between UAE 
and Israel announced yester-
day," he said.

Meanwhile, Srivastava 
said India continues its 
traditional support for 
the Palestinian cause and 
hoped to see the beginning 
of direct negotiations be-
tween Israel and Palestine 
for an acceptable two-state 
solution."India continues its 
traditional support for the 
Palestinian cause. We hope 
to see an early resumption 
of direct negotiations to find 
an acceptable two-state so-
lution," he said.

On Thursday, Israel and 
the UAE agreed to nor-
malise their relations, and 

an agreement on the mutual 
establishment of embassies 
is expected to follow in the 
coming three weeks. In ex-
change, Israel said it would 
halt its plans to formally an-
nex parts of the West Bank.

A joint statement of the 
US, UAE and Israel said, 
"President Donald J. Trump, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel and 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Za-
yed, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the United 
Arab Emirates spoke today 

and agreed to the full nor-
malisation of relations be-
tween Israel and the UAE."

As per the joint statement, 
delegations from Israel and 
the UAE will meet in the 
coming weeks to sign bilat-
eral agreements regarding 
investment, tourism, direct 
flights, security, telecom-
munications, technology, 
energy, healthcare, culture, 
the environment, the estab-
lishment of reciprocal em-
bassies and other areas of 
mutual benefit.

"Opening direct ties be-
tween two of the Middle 
East's most dynamic societ-
ies and advanced economies 
will transform the region by 
spurring economic growth, 
enhancing technological in-
novation and forging closer 
people-to-people relations," 
the statement read.

ACB Arrests Police Officer 
While Taking Bribe From 
A Truck Driver
SRINAGAR: Anti Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) team arrested 
a police officer while accept-
ing bribe from a truck driver 
here in Kashmir capital Sri-
nagar. 

Sources said that sleuths 
from ACB caught a police 
officer when he was taking 
a bribe of Rs 3,000 from a 
truck driver.  

An ACB official while con-
firming it said that the ac-
cused police officer with 
rank of Sub-Inspector, post-
ed at police station Bata-
maloo Srinagar has been 
taken into custody and a for-
mal case of corruption has 
been registered against him.

Divulging more information 
about the incident, the ACB of-
ficial said that despite showing 
the relevant  documents, the 

police officer demanded bribe 
from the truck driver who ap-
proached Anti Corruption Bu-
reau Srinagar with a written 
complaint to this effect.

“An FIR vide number 
9/2020 was registered in 
police station ACB Srinagar. 
Accordingly a trap was laid 
near Kaman Post Batamaloo 
Srinagar and the Sub inspec-
tor, a resident of Uri Baram-
ulla was caught red handed 
while receiving the bribe of 
Rs.3000 in lieu of releasing 
the documents of the said 
vehicle which he had re-
tained with him without any 
reason or rhyme.”

Subsequently, after obtain-
ing the police remand, the 
accused has been shifted to 
police station Shaheed Gunj 
Srinagar for his lodgement. 

DLC Approves 100 % DG Set 
Subsidy For 7 Industrial Units

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Level Committee (DLC) 
Kashmir, which met here 
today under the chairman-
ship of Director Industries 
and Commerce, Mahmood 
Ahmad Shah, approved 100 
per cent  DG set subsidy in 
favour of seven  industrial 
units involving an amount of 
Rs. 35.09 lakh.

Joint Director (Develop-
ment) Industries and Com-
merce, General Managers of 
DICs and other concerned 
officers and officials were 
present in the meeting.

The approved cases in-
cluded M/S Greenscape In-
dustrial Estate Khonmuh, 

M/s Peer Industries Zakoora, 
M/S Alnoor Agrifresh Private 
Limited Lassipora, M/S Sofi 
Agro Industries BK Pora, M/S 
ST Industries Chittergam, 
M/s Aalif Enterprises Baram-
ullah and M/S Alba Electro 
Chemical Industries Ran-
greth. During the meeting, 
Director emphasized upon 
the General Managers to put 
up all the pending qualifying 
cases before the Committee 
at the earliest.

Meanwhile, Director also 
reviewed the functioning 
of the department wherein 
he stressed upon the need 
to expedite the handover/
takeover process of 8520 
kanal of land transferred to 
the department in various 
districts during the current 
year. He also took stock of 
achievements registered by 
the department under sev-
eral flagship schemes.

"THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 
(S Jaishankar) received a call from UAE Foreign 
Minister on the announcement of full normalisation 

of relations between the UAE and Israel. India has 
consistently supported peace, development and stability 
in West Asia, which is its extended neighbourhood. In 
that context, we welcome the full normalisation of ties 
between UAE and Israel. 

Supreme Court Holds Prashant Bhushan Guilty 
Of Contempt For Tweets Against Judiciary
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Friday held activist-lawyer Prashant 
Bhushan guilty of contempt for his two 
derogatory tweets against the judiciary.

A bench headed by Justice Arun 
Mishra said it would hear on Au-
gust 20 the arguments on quan-
tum of sentence to be awarded to 
Bhushan in the matter.

A contemnor can be punished 
with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend up to six 
months or with a fine of up to Rs 
2,000 or with both.

The apex court had on August 5 re-
served its verdict in the matter after 
Bhushan had defended his tweets, 
saying they were against the judges 
regarding their conduct in their per-
sonal capacity and they did not ob-
struct administration of justice.

On July 22, the top court had 

issued a show cause notice to 
Bhushan after initiating the crimi-
nal contempt against him after tak-
ing note of a petition.

While referring to the tweets by 
Bhushan, the apex court had earlier 
said these statements are prima 
facie capable of "undermining the 
dignity and authority" of the insti-
tution of the Supreme Court in gen-

eral and the office of Chief Justice 
of India in particular, in the eyes of 
the public at large

Senior advocate Dushyant Dave, 
appearing for Bhushan in the mat-
ter, had said, the two tweets were 
not against the institution�.

Bhushan has made immense 
contribution to the development 
of jurisprudence and there are �at 
least 50 judgments to his credit�, 
Dave had said, adding that the court 
has appreciated his contributions in 
cases like 2G scam, coal block allo-
cation and in mining matters.

Referring to the ADM Jabalpur case 
on suspension of fundamental rights 
during the Emergency, the senior ad-
vocate had said that even �extremely 
uncharitable� remarks against the 
judges were made and no contempt 
proceedings were made out.

New Low-Cost Test Can Diagnose 
Covid-19 In Just 20 Minutes
MELBOURNE: Scientists have 
developed a new low-cost na-
sal swab test which can accu-
rately diagnose the presence of 
SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes 
COVID-19 in just 20 minutes.

The findings, published in 
the Journal of Medical Micro-
biology, show the test called 
N1-STOP-LAMP, is 100 per 
cent accurate in diagnosing 
samples containing SARS-
CoV-2 at high loads.

The rapid molecular test is 
highly accurate and easy to 
use, making it a prime candi-
date for use in settings with 
limited testing capabilities, ac-
cording to the researchers.

The method involves using a small 
portable machine, which can reliably 
detect SARS-CoV-2 from just one na-
sal swab, they said. "In the race to 

control the COVID-19 pandemic, 
access to rapid, precision diag-
nostics is key," said Tim Stinear, 
a professor at the University of 
Melbourne in Australia.

"We have developed an alter-
native COVID-19 molecular test 
that can be readily deployed in 
settings where access to stan-
dard laboratory testing is lim-
ited or where ultra-rapid result 
turnaround times are needed," 
Stinear said. This new test uses 
only one tube and involves only 
a single step, making it more effi-
cient and lower cost than many of 
the current tests for SARS-CoV-2.

The N1-STOP-LAMP method 
was found to be 100 per cent 
accurate and correctly identi-
fied 87 per cent of tests as pos-
itive when used to assess 157 
confirmed-positive samples.

DAUGHTERS GREAF: Family members mourn at the funeral of one of the two slain policemen 
in Srinagar. KO Photo Abid Bhat


