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Landslide Blocks
Kashmir Highway

Banihal/Jammu: The Jammu-Sri-
nagar Highway was closed for traf-
fic on Thursday due to a landslide
in Ramban district that left over 300
vehicles stranded, an official said.
The 270-km highway, the only all-
weather road linking Kashmir with
the rest of the country, was blocked
by a major landslide at Mehaar
area, they said.

Deputy Superintendent of Police
(Highway) Ajay Anand said res-
toration work has been started to
remove the debris and it will be
finished by Friday afternoon.

He said 300 vehicles were @ P-02

2KilledIn
Pampore Mishap

Srinagar: Two people on Thursday
were killed and two others injured
in a road accident along Srinagar-
Jammu highway in Pampore area of
South Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Eyewitnesses said that a speedy
dumper loaded with boulders over-
turned and crushed on to a swift
car in which four persons were
injured. They said that the injured
were shifted to SDH Pampore
where two of them were declared
brought dead. Block Medical
Officer (BMO) Pampore Dr Gulzar
Ahmad said that two persons were
brought dead while as two injured
persons were referred to @ P-02

Militant Hideouts
Busted In Pulwama

Srinagar:The state forces have
unearthed two militant hideouts
in the forest area of Awantipora

in Pulwama district of Jammu and
Kashmir, recovering a cache of
arms and ammunition, police said
on Thursday. Acting on a tip off
about presence of Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) militants in Badroo forests
of Awantipora, government forces
launched a search operation on
Wednesday night, a police official
said. "During search in the early
morning hours (of Thursday), two
hideouts of LeT outfit were busted
and destroyed," the official said.
He said incriminating @ P-02

‘Notorious Criminal’
Detained Under PSA

Jammu: A notorious criminal was
detained on Thursday under the
stringent Public Safety Act (PSA) in
Jammu and Kashmir's Samba dis-
trict, officials said. A police team
conducted raids in the Tanda area
and detained Nazir Ahmad who
was allegedly involved in several
criminal cases, including cattle
smuggling and robbery, they said.
He had become a threat to public
order and peace, prompting the
authorities to slap the stringent
Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety
Act on him. Keeping in view his
repeated involvement in @ P-02

3 Drug Peddlers Held
In Budgam: Police

Srinagar: Police on Thursday
claimed to have arrested three
alleged drug peddlers in central
Kashmir’s Budgam district and
recovered contraband substance
from their possession.

Showkat Ahmad Bhat, Muza-

mil Bhat and Ghulam Hussain

Bhat were travelling ina car
(JK01M-5928) when the police offi-
cers at a Choon crossing checkpoint
intercepted their vehicle, a police
spokesperson said. During check-
ing, he saidthe officers were able to
recover 9 Grams of Heroin and 115
grams of Charas from @ P-02

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: A police team from
Kashmir has been sent to Ra-
jouri district in Jammu region
to collect DNA samples of the
people claiming to be relatives
of the three youths killed in an
alleged fake encounter in Shop-
ian district of the Union Terri-
tory last month, a senior police
official said on Thursday.

"We have sent a team headed
by Deputy SP Wajahat today
(Thursday) to Rajouri to col-
lect the DNA samples of those
claiming to be relatives of the
deceased," Inspector General of
Police Kashmir zone Vijay Kumar
told reporters on the sidelines of
a function here.

Kumar said the DNA samples
will be sent to central laborato-
ries for matching.

"There are two aspects of the
investigations. One is match-
ing the DNA and then we will be
also investigating whether these
youths, who had come to work in
Kashmir, had any links with mili-
tants. We will be going through
their call details and other tech-
nical aspects as well," he added.

‘-"_I' T 1]

Police Begins Probe
Into Shopian Encounter

Probe To Focus On DNA Sampling, Trio’s Militant Links: IGP Kumar

south Kashmir. However, no fur-
ther details were shared.

On Monday, Srinagar-based de-
fence spokesperson Colonel Rajesh
Kalia issued a brief statement, say-
ing the Army has noted social me-
dia inputs linked to the operations
in Shopian on July 18, 2020.

"The three terrorists killed dur-
ing the operation have not been
identified and the bodies were
buried based on established pro-
tocols. The Army is investigating
the matter," Kalia had said.

This has sparked a controversy
with political parties demanding

DNA Samples Of Families Collected

families in Rajouri district, who have claimed that their kin

A police team on Thursday collected DNA samples of the three

ave been killed in a “stage managed encounter” by state
forces in south Kashmir’s Shopian district last month.
“The DNA samples of all the three families were collected today at
the district hospital after completion of legal formalities,” a family
source told Kashmir Observer. @ P-02

The Army has already initiated
an inquiry into an “"encounter"
carried out by its troops in Am-
shipora village of Shopian district.

On July 18, the Army claimed
three militants were killed in
the higher reaches of Shopian in

an impartial probe into the alleged
encounter to ensure speedy justice.
The controversy erupted after
some families filed a complaint
at a police station in Rajouri stat-
ing that their three members are
missing since July 17 »PAGE 02

Israel-UAE
Announce Full

Diplomatic Ties

WASHINGTON- Israel and the
United Arab Emirates announced
an agreement on Thursday that
will lead to a full normalization
of diplomatic relations between
the two states, a move that
reshapes the order of Middle
East politics from the Palestinian
issue to Iran.

Under the accord, which US.
President Donald Trump helped
broker, Israel has agreed to suspend
annexing areas of the occupied
West Bank as it had been planning
to do, White House officials said.

It also firms up opposition to
regional power Iran, which the
UAE, Israel and the United States
view as the main threat in the
conflict-riven region.

Israel had signed peace agree-
ments with Egypt in 1979 and
Jordan in 1994. But the UAE,
along with most other Arab na-
tions, did not recognise Israel and
had no formal diplomatic or eco-
nomic relations with it until now.

The agreement was the prod-
uct of lengthy discussions be-
tween Israel, the UAE and the
United States that accelerated re-
cently, White House officials said.

A joint statement issued by the
three nations said Trump, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu and Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed had
“agreed to the full normalization
of relations between Israel @ P-02

Security Beefed Up In

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Security has been
beefed up in Kashmir ahead of Au-
gust 15 celebrations as full dress
rehearsal was held in Srinagar
and various district headquarters
on Thursday, officials said.

Police and paramilitary forces
have been deployed in strength at
many places in the city and else-
where in the valley to thwart any
attempts by militants to disrupt
the celebrations, the officials said.

They said random search of vehi-
cles was being carried out near Sher-
e-Kashmir Cricket Stadium here, the
venue of the main function.

Similar precautionary measures
with respect to security arrange-
ments have been made in other dis-
tricts of the valley, the officials said.

Lieutenant  governor Manoj
Sinha will preside over the Inde-
pendence Day function on Satur-
day. This will be first August 15

Kashmir Ahead Of August 15

Officers Directed
To Attend August

15 Function

he government on Thurs-
T day asked all the officers

above the rank of Under
Secretaries in the J&K stationed
at Srinagar and Jammu to
attend the main function of the
August 15 Celebration at the
Sher-i-Kashmir Cricket Stadium
Sonawar here and Parade
Ground, Jammu respectively as
part of their official duty.
“Independence Day is an impor-
tant national event @ P-02

function since Jammu and Kash-
mir became a union territory.
Meanwhile, full dress rehearsal
was held at Sher-e-Kashmir Crick-
et Stadium and other district head-
quarters of the valley.
"In connection with » PAGE 02

High-Level Panel Red Flags 300
Projects For Funding Under

Govt’s Ambitious

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A high-powered com-
mittee has decided against fund-
ing 300 projects under the Jammu
and Kashmir’s ambitious program
for languishing projects.

Arecord note of meeting chaired
by Financial Commissioner Fi-
nance, Arun Kumar Mehta, has
decided against funding or not
considered for approval nearly 300
projects due to varied reasons.

The meeting of HPC was held on
July 13 to discuss proposals sub-
mitted by different departments
for funding under government’s
initiative for funding languishing

Program

projects in Jammu & Kashmir.

According to record note of the
meeting, Rural Development de-
partment had submitted a total of
129 projects for an amount of Rs
18.619 crore.

But no project was approved for
funding by the HPC as they were
in requirement of very less fund-
ing and as such these projects can
be undertaken by way of funding
through regular capex budget for
completion, the note reveals.

The committee also did not
consider six out of seven projects
submitted by the Revenue de-
partment, reasoning these were
low Impact projects and »PAGE 02

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: At Twelve people, in-
cluding a woman who gave birth
to twin recently, tested positive

Kashmir on Thursday, raising the

Union territory to 512.

While Srinagar reported
three more Covid-19 deaths,
Pulwama and Kupwara re-
ported two each besides one
each in Ganderbal, Budgam,

ficial sources said,

“aines |

for coronavirus in Jammu and |Z]

number of fatalities across the

Anantnag, Jammu and Poonch, of-
ment Medical College Jammu said

Covid-19 Claims 12 More Lives In J&K,
Toll Reaches 512

-124 New Arrivals, 11 Armed Men

Among 536 Fresh Cases

C oroanvirus continues to show an upward trend in Jammu and

They said thata 21-year-
old youth lost battle with
the pestilence in a hospital
in Jammu early morning.
A senior doctor at Govern-

Kashmir as 536 new cases were reported Thursday, including
124 travelers and 11 armed forces personnel, taking the total
number of infected people across the Union Territory to 26949.
While 438 new cases were reported from Kashmir valley, ® P-02

that the young man from Satwari
area of the winter capital was ad-
mitted to the hospital on August 1
and was diagnosed with “Prolapsed
Intervertebral Disc, severe anemia,
paraparesis and right » PAGE (2

Man Hurt In Cross-
LoC Shelling Dies

SRINAGAR: A 55-year-old man
who was injured in shelling along
the Line of Control in Kupwara dis-
trict last week, died at a hospital
here on Thursday, officials said.

They said that the man, Mo-
hammad Yakoob Mir (55) son of
Barkatullah Mir of Kachatiya Bagh-
beela Tanghdar succumbed to the
injuries at SKIMS Soura here early
morning. Mir had suffered fore-
head splinter injury.

Mir along with two other persons
were referred to the tertiary care
hospital from Kupwara after getting
critically injured as India and Paki-
stan troops exchanged fire and mor-
tar shells along the Line of Control in
Kupwara district on August 6.

On the same day, Mohammad
Arif from Shamspora, @ P-02

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration  will
provide security to nearly a
1000 Panchayat representatives,
mostly from volatile south Kash-
mir on the basis of threat percep-
tion, NDTV reported Thursday.

According to the report, the
Union Territory administration
has hired hotels, hostels and
private residences to provide to
security to these grassroot lead-
ers. The leaders would also get
security cover when they visit
their constituency.

“Data shows the most of the peo-

ple who will get security are from

1000 J&K Panchayat Representatives
To Get Security: Report

Two More BJP members Quit Party
wo more members of the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP),
Tincluding a Panch have purportedly announced their
disassociation from the party on social media. According
to the reports, Ghulam Rasool Sheikh, a resident @ P-02

RainaBlames Pak For‘Targeted Killings’
akistan is afraid of the BJP's rise in Kashmir and is engi-
P neering targeted killings of party workers in the Valley,
BJP's J&K chief Ravinder Raina said on Thursday, assert-
ing the neighbouring country will not succeed inits ® P-02

South Kashmir, A majority of them
are from the BJP” the report said.
Quoting unnamed sources, the
report says that post-bifurcation
of Jammu and Kashmir, the BJP

has been pushing for a "grassroot
democracy" that would involve a
strong panchayat system

The report further says that
Panchayat members »PAGE (2

Advisor Bhatnagar’s
GrievanceCell
Strengthened

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration on Thursday
said that the office of Advisor to
Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai
Bhatnagar has strengthened the
grievance redressal mechanism
for solving the genuine issues
and problems of people in a time
bound manner.

In a handout issued today, an
official spokesperson informed
people that they can register their
grievances and complaints regard-
ing departments under his charge
-Health and Medical Education,
Public Works (R&B), Jal Shakti
(PHE, I&FC), Transport, Animal/
Sheep Husbandry and Security
related matters on numbers given
below from Monday to @ P-02

IAF Chief Reviews
Operational

Preparedness

NEW DELHI: Chief of Air Staff Air
Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria on
Thursday flew a Mig 21 Bison jet at
a frontline airbase in the Western
Command, and carried out a com-
prehensive review of the opera-
tional preparedness of the air war-
riors in the region, officials said.

The Indian Air Force has kept
almost all its air bases under the
Western Command at a "very high
level of readiness" in view of the
over three-month border row with
China in eastern Ladakh.

The Western Command looks
after the aerial defence of the sen-
sitive Ladakh sector as well as vari-
ous other parts of North India.

Officials said Air Chief Marshal
Bhadauria reviewed the @ P-02

Azad Calls Minister

For 4G Restoration

SRINAGAR: Senior Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Thursday
discussed the issue of high speed
internet restoration in Jammu and
Kashmir with Union Minister for
Telecommunications Ravi Shankar
Prasad. The leader of opposition in
the Rajya Sabha spoke telephoni-
cally to Prasad and apprised him
about the difficulties faced by stu-
dents, traders and others in Jammu
and Kashmir, reports said. Azad
threw light upon the adverse im-
pact of the non-availability of 4G
internet facilities in Jammu &Kash-
mir, which has multiplied the prob-
lems of students, business commu-
nity and other establishments.
During telephonic conversation,
Prasad assured Azad of @ P-02

‘Admin Running In Circles’ From Past Five Months: KCCI On Lockdown
Kashmir Inc: ‘Royals Enjoying Golf,
Shopkeepers Behind Bars’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir Chamber

on Thursday slammed government
over indefinite lockdown of busi-
ness establishments in the Valley,
especially Srinagar terming it as a
serious infringement on the rights
of the business community to earn
a livelihood.

In a hard hitting statement issued
here, a KCCI spokesperson said that
despite full cooperation of public
and the business community, the
administration appeared to be run-
ning around in circles since the pre-

F

of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) |

Admin Hints At
Partial Reopening
Of Srinagar Markets

vious five months and seem oblivi- which has wiped out enterprises
ous to the fact that the business
community of Kashmir is presently
in the 13th month of a disruption

and devastated the economy.

Comparing Kashmir's Covid-19

situation with Mumbai, » PAGE 02

eputy Commissioner
D (DC) Srinagar Dr Shahid

Igbal Choudhary said on
Thursday hinted that there will
be no need to implement or
extend lockdown restrictions
in the district if people will
follow SOPs properly.
Choudhary said that district
administration Srinagar con-
ducted several meetings with
religious heads and traders
wherein lifting of lockdown
restrictions were thoroughly
discussed. Besides @ P-02
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Police Begins Probe Into...

from Amshipora area of Shopian where they were working as la-
bourers in apple and walnut orchards.

The families, who filed the police complaint jointly, gave pictures
of their kin -- Mohammed Ibrar (21), Ibrar Ahmad (18) and Imtiaz
Ahmad (26) -- which were subsequently shared with the Kashmir
Police for investigation.

The relatives of the youths lodged the missing report with the local
police after they failed to contact the trio and news of an encoun-
ter came on July 18 from Shopian, a police official said.

DNA Samples Of Families...

He said that the officials have told the families that the reports of
the DNA tests are most likely to come next week.

“We will bring the bodies to Rajouri when the DNA tests match,”
family sources said. Deputy Commissioner Rajouri, Nazir Ahmed
Sheikh was quoted by a local news agency KNO as saying that
the district administration facilitated collections of DNA sam-
ples of family members of all three missing persons.
Meanwhile, several delegations of locals, elders, and civil society
groups met the police team from Kashmir and Rajouri police of-
ficers and demanded an impartial, independent probe into the
18 July killings that took place in Ashmipora, Shopian.

Israel-UAE Announce Full...

and the United Arab Emirates”. “This historic diplomatic break-
through will advance peace in the Middle East region and is a
testament to the bold diplomacy and vision of the three leaders
and the courage of the United Arab Emirates and Israel to chart
a new path that will unlock the great potential in the region,”
the statement said.

In a separate statement, the crown prince stressed that the
agreement would stop further Israeli annexation of Palestin-
ian territories, which Israel has said had been awaiting a green
light from Washington.

The agreement, to be known as the Abraham Accords, also gives
Trump a foreign policy accomplishment as he seeks re-election
on Nov. 3. “HUGE breakthrough today! Historic Peace Agree-
ment between our two GREAT friends, Israel and the United
Arab Emirates,” Trump wrote on Twitter. The UAE said it would
remain a strong supporter of the Palestinian people and that
the normalization agreement maintained the viability of a two-
state solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict. Netanyahu said
the agreement represented a “historic day” for his country. But
a senior Israeli official said applying Israeli sovereignty to areas
of the West Bank - territory Palestinians seek for a state along
with Gaza and East Jerusalem - was still on the agenda. The of-
ficial said, “The Trump administration asked us to temporarily
suspend the (sovereignty) announcement so that the historic
peace agreement with the UAE can be implemented.” Trump’s
special envoy Brian Hook said the deal is a “nightmare” for Iran.
Iran and Israel are arch foes. Israel is particularly concerned
about suspected Iranian efforts to develop nuclear weapons,
which Tehran denies. Iran is also involved in proxy wars from
Syria to Yemen, where the UAE has been a leading member of
the Saudi-led coalition opposing Iran-aligned forces there. Del-
egations from Israel and the United Arab Emirates will meet
in the coming weeks to sign agreements regarding investment,
tourism, direct flights, security, telecommunications and other
issues, the statement said. The two countries are expected soon
to exchange ambassadors and embassies. The statement said
that “as a result of this diplomatic breakthrough and at the re-
quest of President Trump with the support of the United Arab
Emirates, Israel will suspend declaring sovereignty” over areas
of the West Bank that were envisioned in a U.S. plan announced
by Trump in January.

In the White House Oval Office, Trump said similar deals are
being discussed with other countries in the region. A signing
ceremony including delegations from Israel and the United
Arab Emirates will be held at the White House in the coming
weeks, Trump added.

“Everybody said this would be impossible,” Trump said. “After 49
years, Israel and the United Arab Emirates will fully normalize
their diplomatic relations. They exchange embassies and ambas-
sadors and begin cooperation across the border.”

The agreement envisions giving Muslims greater access to the
Al-Agsa Mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem by allowing them
to fly from Abu Dhabi to Tel Aviv, White House officials said.
Trump said, “This deal is a significant step towards building a
more peaceful, secure and prosperous Middle East. Now that the
ice has been broken, I expect more Arab and Muslim countries
will follow the United Arab Emirates’ lead .... and normalize re-
lations with [srael.”

“We are already discussing this with other nations, very pow-
erful, very good nations that want to see peace in the Middle
East so you will probably see others of these,” Trump added.
“Things are happening that I can’t talk about, but they’re ex-
tremely positive.”

Palestinians Slam the Deal A senior Palestinian official has
slammed the US-brokered deal establishing full diplomatic
ties between Israel and the United Arab Emirates in exchange
for Israel dropping its plan to annex West Bank land. Hanan
Ashrawi said on Twitter the deal perpetuates Israel’s occupa-
tion of the West Bank.

“Israel got rewarded for not declaring openly what it’s been do-
ing to Palestine illegally & persistently since the beginning of
the occupation,” she wrote. She also said the UAE has come for-
ward with its “secret dealings/normalisation with Israel.”
“Please don't do us a favour. We are nobody’s fig leaf!” she wrote.

Security Beefed Up In Kashmir

the celebrations of Independence Day-2020, a full dress re-
hearsal was held today at S K Stadium in Srinagar where Di-
visional Commissioner Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole hoisted the
national flag and took salute at the march past,” an official
spokesman said.

Officers Directed To Attend...

celebrated on 15 August each year. It is the duty of every gov-
ernment servant to attend the function which commemorates
an important turning point in the history of our Nation,” reads
a circular issued by the government. “All the officers above
the rank of Under Secretaries in the Union territory stationed
at Srinagar/Jammu are therefore enjoined upon to attend the
main function of the Independence Day Celebration, 2020 at
the Sher-i-Kashmir Cricket Stadium, Sonawar, Srinagar/Parade
Ground, Jammu respectively, as part of their official duty,” it
said, adding, “Any absence will be with prior permission of
their immediate superior. All the Administrative Secretaries,
Heads of the Departments, Managing Directors/Chief Execu-
tives of the Public Sector Undertakings are requested to ensure
that all officers/officials working under their administrative
control, and stationed at Srinagar/Jammu, attend the function
at their respective places”..

The Managing Director, J&K Road Transport Corporation Lim-
ited and the Managing Director, J&K Tourism Development
Corporation Limited has been asked to ensure that the buses
or canter vehicles of their Corporations are deployed for trans-
portation of the employees of moving departments at Srinagar
report at their allocated Government Colonies, Hotels, Secu-
rity Zones etc at 7:30 a.m. on August 15 and facilitate to-and-
fro movement of employees for attending the the function at
Sher-Kashmir Cricket Stadium, Sonawar, Srinagar. (GNS)

High—Level Panel Red Flags...

information not provided in proper format.

According to minutes of the meeting, out of 27 projects submitted
by Technical Education department, 15) s were not approved due
to less than Rs one crore balance cost.

Similarly, the panel also found that 142 projects amounting to Rs
521.99 crore were not satisfactory for approval due to deficiencies
like Balance cost required was less than Rs 1 crore, low Impact and

non- visible outcome and duplicity of funds.

The scheme to ensure completion of languishing projects was
launched on September 5, 2018 when the State Administrative
Council (SAC) headed by the then Governor of the erstwhile State
of Jammu and Kashmir Satya Pal Malik had approved an amount of
Rs 8000 crore for the completion of such projects—(KNO)

Covid-19 Claims 12 More Lives

lower zone CAP.” The doctor said the man turned out to be positive
for the novel coronavirus on August 3 and died at 8:10 a.m. “The pa-
tient was shifted to isolation ward on being found positive,” the doc-
tor added.

Also, they said, a 40-year-old man from Poonch who was referred
from Batra hospital to Chest Diseases hospital died on the way.
A 25-year-old female from Bijbhera Anatnag died at CD hospital here,
one of the exclusive facilities of the management of the covid-19 pa-
tients. “She was referred to LD Hospital as case of pneumonia with
Sepsis with AKI after testing positive on Rapid Antigen Test on Au-
gust 11 at LD Hospital where she had LSCS and had delivered twin
daughters,” official sources said. They said she was on ventilator
and suddenly developed bradycardia followed by cardiac arrest
today at around 4:30 p.m. Regarding two deaths from Kupwara,
they said, the victims include a 67-year-old from Kupwara who
was admitted to hospital on August 10 and died today.

Also, a 90-year-old woman from Panzgam Kupwara having un-
derling ailments such as “HTN, CKD and encephalopathy besides
bilateral Community acquired pneumonia” died at SKIMS, six
days after she was admitted to the tertiary care hospital. The
Srinagar fatalities, they said include a 65-year-old woman from
Khanyar who was suffering from hypertension, hypothyroidism,
besides severe bilateral pneumonia, a 62-year-old woman from
Eidgah and an elderly from Lal Bazar “who was a known case of
hypertension” and died at around 7:30 a.m. today, nine days after
being admitted to SKIMS. A 70-year-old woman from Rafiabad
Baramulla who was having “HTN, and bilateral pneumonia” died
at SMHS hospital where elderly woman from Mazhama Bud-
gam besides two residents from Pulwama—an eldely man from
Baygund Tral and 50-year-old woman from Drabgam—also suc-
cumbed, official sources said. “All these patients had bilateral
pneumonia and other ailments,” they added. A 45-year-old man
from Shalabug Ganderbal who was admitted hospitalized on Au-
gust also succumbed to the virus, they added. With these deaths,
officials said, 512 people have succumbed to the virus in Jammu
and Kashmir so far—473 from the Valley and 39 from Jammu divi-
sion. Srinagar district with 163 deaths tops the list followed by
Baramulla (86), Budgam (38), Anantnag (36), Kulgam (31), Pul-
wama (35), Kupwara (32), Shopian (24), Jammu (27), Bandipora
(19), Ganderbal (11), two each in Rajouri, Doda and Udhampur
besides one each in Ramban, Samba, Poonch, and Kathua. (With
GNS inputs)

IAF Chief Reviews Operational

operational preparedness of the base with senior air warriors after
flying a sortie on a Mig 21 Bison.

The Mig-21 Bison is a single engine and single seater multirole
fighter aircraft of Russian origin which was the backbone of the
IAF for several decades. The Mig 21s played a major role in the 1971
Indo-Pak War.

Last week, Vice Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora
visited a number of air bases along the Line of Actual Control in
eastern Ladakh to take stock of the IAF's operational preparedness
in the region.

Air Marshal Singh also visited the strategically crucial air base in
Daulat Beg Oldie, known as one of the world's highest airstrip. The
airbase is situated at an altitude of 16,600 feet.

In June, Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria made a quiet visit to Ladakh
and Srinagar air bases to review the IAF's overall preparedness.

In the last two months, the IAF deployed almost all its frontline
fighter jets like Sukhoi 30 MKI, Jaguar and Mirage 2000 aircraft in
the key frontier air bases in eastern Ladakh and elsewhere along the
LAC. The IAF has been carrying out night time combat air patrols
over the eastern Ladakh region in an apparent message to China
that it was ready to deal with any eventualities in the mountainous
region. The IAF has also deployed Apache attack choppers as well as
Chinook heavy-lift helicopters to transport troops to various forward
locations in eastern Ladakh.

124 New Arrivals, 11 Armed...

the remaining 98 were confirmed Covid-19 positive by officials in
Jammu region. Giving district-wise details, official sources said, Sri-
nagar reported 144 cases, Baramulla 46,Pulwama 33, Kulgam 14,
Shopian 8, Anantnag 16, Budgam 36, Kupwara 46, Bandipora 54, Gan-
derbal 41, Jammu 49, Rajouri 3, Ramban 3, Kathua10, Udhampur 1,
Samba 8, Doda 3, Poonch 5, Reasi 15 and Kishtwar 1. In Kashmir, Sri-
nagar continues to top the list with 6577 cases followed by Baramulla
with 2303, Pulwama 1983, Kulgam 1674, Budgam 1677, Shopian 1545,
Anantnag 1680, Kupwara 1394, Bandipora 1251 and Ganderbal 815.In
Jammu division, Jammu district has 1776 cases, Rajouri 774, Ramban
619, Kathua 636, Udhampur 634, Samba 541, Doda 327, Poonch 310,
Reasi 257 and Kishtwar 176.

Moreover, they said, 779 more COVID-19 patients have recovered
and were discharged from various hospitals, 218 from Jammu Di-
vision and 561 from Kashmir Division. So far 19302—4311 from
Jammu and 14991 from Kashmir—have recovered in the J&K

Azad Calls Minister For 4G...

considering of the restoration of 4G internet facilities in ‘due
course of time’. High speed internet was snapped on August 5,
barely hours before the Modi-led government scrapped special
status of Jammu and Kashmir and split the state into two Union
Territories. The move was followed by a harsh curfew and crack-
down during which thousands of people, including separatists and
mainstream leaders, including three former Chief Ministers of the
erstwhile state were detained.

Advisor Bhatnagar’s ...

Friday from 10 AM to 5PM.

For Kashmir: 01942506499

For Jammu: 01912542363

Whatsapp Number: 919419670631

Twitter: @AdvisorBJKGovt

E-mail: advisorbgrievancecell@gmail.com

The official spokesperson said that the move has been done to
facilitate public as they can send their grievances electronically
without having to physically travel to office and minimise the risk
due to pandemic COVID-19. Further, the deputations, delegations,
individuals or other people who want to meet the Advisor Bhat-
nagar have to seek a prior appointment from his office on phone
numbers

For Kashmir: 01942506466

For Jammu: 01912542014

“All such people are requested to follow all health guidelines and
other COVID related advisories strictly while visiting the Secretariat
to contain the spread of pandemic COVID-19,” the official spokesper-
son added.

1000 J&K Panchayat ...

who do not belong to the BJP say they also need to feel safe.

"We have nothing to do with the BJP but people consider us political
leaders," said a sarpanch from Anantnag district, where a Congress
sarpanch was killed. "We are ordinary people. We acknowledge that
the police can't provide security to all but they should think of an
arrangement for us also," he added. A senior official in the UT admin-
istration told NDTV that the security arrangements were there ear-
lier too, but recently, the numbers have gone up after threat assess-
ments. "Mostly these grassroot leaders are being provided a room.
In some cases, a family member is also being allowed to stay with
them," said an official in charge of providing security. According to
him in some cases private accommodations are also being rented by
security forces. "In some cases after threat assessments if it is noted
that there is threat to entire family then we are lodging them in pri-
vate accommodations,” he added.

Two More BJP members...

of Fakeer Chek, Harda Panzu in Khansahab area of Budgam took
to social media to announce his resignation from the BJP. Sheikh
is also a Panch. In Srinagar also, a BJP worker identified as Imtiyaz
Ahmed Lone of Nowpora also announced disassociation from the
party.

Both these persons have uploaded their photographs carrying res-
ignation letters, local news agency KNT reported.

The fresh spate of resignation by Panchayat members comes
after a number of attacks by suspected militants. Since last
month, five BJP leaders have been assassinated by militants
in the Valley.

According to reports, around 30 Panchayat members, leaders and
workers of BJP have left the party in the last one week across Kash-
mir.

Raina Blames Pak For...

“nefarious designs”. His statement came in the backdrop of mili-
tant attacks on some village-level BJP leaders, following which
nearly a dozen party workers in Kashmir have resigned. "Pakistan
is afraid of the rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party in Kashmir, that's
why it is selectively targeting BJP workers in Kashmir", he told re-
porters here. He said with the rise of the BJP in Kashmir, Pakistani
militants and separatists are in frustration and desperation. Ap-
plauding the bravery, dedication and commitment of BJP workers
in Kashmir Valley, Raina said their sacrifices won't go in vain and
very soon the whole Valley will become militancy-free.

Naming some of the party workers who were recently at-
tacked, Raina said Pakistani militants were afraid of the
growing popularity of BJP leaders like Sheikh Wasim Bari, Ab-
dul Hamid Nazir and the party's sarpanches and panches, and
therefore targeted them.

But it can't stop the BJP in Kashmir valley as the common masses in
Kashmir are with the party, he said, adding, "the majority of people
of Kashmir valley are true patriots and they love India from the core
of their hearts. He said that Pakistan has lost all sympathies among
the Kashmiris as people have understood its actual designs. More
than 95 percent Kashmiris are “hardcore” Indians and only a few
anti-nationals are creating trouble, he said. “These anti-nationals
are being treated with Iron hands,” he said

Raina said that Pakistan and China will have to vacate all “ille-
gally-occupied” parts of India. Areas such as Gilgit, Baltistan,
Muzzafarabad, Mirpur, Bhimbar, Kotli, Deva, Batala and Neelam
Valley, which are in “illegal occupation” of Pakistan, will soon
be a part of India and the Tiranga will be hoisted there with
dignity. We all should swear on this August 15 that we will get
PoJK vacated and our people free from the slavery of Pakistan
and China, he said.

Man Hurt In Cross-LoC...

succumbed to the injuries. In all six civilians, one of them a wom-
an, were injured and three of the critically wounded were shifted
to SKIMS for the advanced treatment, they added.

Kashmir Inc: ‘Royals Enjoying

the KCCI spokesperson said that the India’s business capital has
5.35 lac COVID-19 cases and a daily average of 1700 new cases but
despite it the state has entered unlock 3.0 phase. Quoting figures,
the KCCI spokesperson said the Mumbai has a population of over 2
crore living in an area of 603 sq km as compared to Srinagar’s pop-
ulation of around 17 lakhs in an area of 294 sq km; six times higher
population density of 33,168 persons per sq km as compared to
5,782 persons per sq km in Srinagar. Divulging further details, he
said on August 3, the BMC has allowed all shops - essential and
non-essential - to open all day except in containment zones. He
said only theatres, food courts, in-house dining in restaurants,
bars and gaming zones, street vendors and hawkers, continue to
be prohibited. “There are currently around 700 containment zones
in Mumbai but unlike in Srinagar, they mostly consist of individual
buildings and slums,” the KCCI spokesperson said.

“Here, the administration cannot be bothered to stop tweeting and
identify individual houses. They simply barbwire-off entire neigh-
bourhoods, if not the entire districts,” he added.

The KCCI spokesperson said that with six times the population
density, gradual opening of business establishments and the popu-
lation being allowed much more movement, the infection rate of
around 2.65 percent not been seen as a very successful operation
but speaks volumes about the intent of the Maharashtra Govern-
ment to provide avenues of livelihood and it's concern for the wel-
fare of the public.

Hitting out at the government over the alleged grievous dereliction
in proper utilisation of the earlier stages of lockdowns to strategize
and prepare for the unlocking phase, the KCCI spokesperson said
that DDMA funds have been spent on purchase of barriers despite
Kashmir having the highest inventory of barriers including barbed
wires available.

“The prices of critical medical equipment including oxygen con-
centrators has skyrocketed without any system of checks and bal-
ances in place. Butchers are hauled in for selling meat at meagerly
higher prices but no attention is being paid to regulate the pric-
es of these essentials and critical medical equipment,” the KCCI
spokesperson said.

“Shopkeepers, pushed against the wall by the financial stress and
in pursuit of bringing food to the family are being forced to oper-
ate like smugglers and reports of excessive harassment by various
enforcement agencies are pouring in,” he added.

At the district levels, the KCCI spokesperson said “confusing”
amendments have been made to the comprehensive guidelines is-
sued by the worthy Chairman of the State Disaster Management
Authority.

“A majority of the public has no idea of what the guidelines are.
Banks were open throughout but no care was taken to monitor
their functioning resulting in reports of largest COVID clusters
emerging from Banks,” he said.

“The Royals have been enjoying their golf rounds without any
break whereas the shopkeepers are put behind bars for seeking to
feed their families out of frustration,” he added.

The KCCI spokesperson alleged that handpicked star restaurants
frequented to by the “high and mighty” have been allowed to
operate without any interruption whereas the lesser mortals are
not allowed activities. Similarly, he said government offices are
functioning at full strength despite daily movement of employees
posing a risk whereas schools are not being allowed to operate on
minimal rotational routine suggested by their respective associa-
tions.

“Our students stand deprived of quality education due to the un-
availability of required internet speed, popularly referred to as 4G,
providing which the Government of Jammu and Kashmir has been
opposing tooth and nail in the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,”
the KCCI spokesperson said.

“What prevented the Government from providing broadband
connections to the students or parents so that our children could
also participate in the new normal is beyond comprehension,” he
added.

Taking a dig at the Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha who said
Wednesday that it was time to introspect what Jammu and Kash-
mir has got in 70 years, the prominent business body said that it
would be only fair to start with the current year and “we feel that
the example of Government’s Golf Policy would suffice to illustrate
the Governments benevolence on ground”.

“The Royal Springs Golf Course (RSGC) which had been closed
till May was opened up for play in June. This coincided with the
Government’s announcement of shifting of the Durbar to Srinagar
and with the Royal who-is-who keen on its remaining open; it has
been ensured that it remains open since,” the KCCI spokesperson
said.

Taking pot shots at the District Magistrate, the spokesperson said
that a majority of beleaguered 17 lacs people in Srinagar were
caged behind fancy barriers when curfew was declared on the 4th
and 5th of August

“The RSGC was open and jam packed. Apparently, the jurisdic-
tion of the District Magistrate ends at the gates of RSGC,” the KCCI
spokesperson said, while quickly adding that it was not against

opening of a Golf Course. |

“It shows the Governments concern for keeping their senior func-
tionaries and powerful elite in a mentally and physically fit con-
dition. Had their salaries and privileges been stopped since 13
months and their families’ very survival under threat, we doubt
that they would be hitting their shots as beautifully,” the KCCI
spokesperson said.

“But at closer inspection, we realise that it is not Golf which is the
issue, it is saying one thing and doing opposite. It is about speaking
empowerment and acting to disempower,” he added.

KCCI, the spokesperson said has never shied away from appreciat-
ing decisions and policies of the Government wherever it merited
appreciation and feel that as the voice of the business community
it is equally an responsibility on our shoulders not to mince words
while observing any departure in expectations from the Govern-
ment.

The KCCI spokesperson also pointed out the grim picture of Kash-
mir Golf Club (KGC), calling it the poor country cousin of the RSGC.
The spokesperson said that after spending Rs 40 Crore on its up-
gradation by the government’s bank, over 500 permanent mem-
bers of the KGC have been sidelined with no say in the functioning
of the Club, which remains closed.

“No tangible support has been provided to the business commu-
nity who continue to struggle not for revival or growth but their
very survival. Unemployment is at an all-time high with the tally
of job losses in the current pandemic running into lacs, the KCCI
spokesperson said.

“On the contrary, inconsiderate policies have pushed the business
community against the wall which cry for urgent corrective mea-
sures and address the simmering desperation and deep frustra-
tion,” he added.

Admin Hints At Partial...

other vital issues, resumption of trade and market was also dis-
cussed with stakeholders.

traders wherein lifting of lockdown restrictions were thoroughly
discussed. Besides other vital issues, resumption of trade and mar-
ket was also discussed with stakeholders.

DC hinted out that if administration will open 50 percent markets
from August 16, SOPs have to be adhered in letter and spirit.

“If we abide by SOPs properly, I don’t think any need for enforcing
or extending lockdown may arise”, he said.

While talking to reports here, Choudhary said that in wake of
surge in Covid-19 cases, the authorities were compelled to impose
lockdown restrictions for the wellbeing of the community.
“Experts are saying that more Covid-19 cases may arise in Srinagar
and there are less chances of seeing a decline in figures in coming
days. So in situation like this, it is our responsibility to follow SOPs,
use masks, maintain required social distance and take all other
precautionary measures to keep the virus away”, he said.
Choudhary said that district administration interacted with over
3000 religious leaders who were apprised the lethal consequences
of the pandemic.

“We are hopeful religious leaders will play a pivotal role in per-
suading masses to follow SOPs when religious places will be
thrown open for people”, DC said.

He maintained that further required information and awareness
about lockdown will be made public in a separate notification.

Landslide Blocks Kashmir...

stranded on both sides of Mehaar Ramban landslide and traffic
was stopped at Qazigund and UdhampurChanderkot soon after
the highway was blocked.

A lighting system was also installed to carry out restoration works
in the night hours, he said.

2 Killed In Pampore Mishap...
SMHS and are stable.

He said that among the two dead, one was identified as Raja, 23,
son of Jameel Ahmad, resident of Reasi, at present Awantipora,
while the identity of another was being ascertained.

He identified the injured persons as Rafakat Ahmad son of Bashir
Ahmad resident of NoorporaTral and Mashook Ahmad son of Mo-
hammad RamzanKhanday, resident of Tazipora, Kulgam.

A police official said that a case has been registered in this regard
and investigation has been taken up—(KNO)

Militant Hideouts Busted...

material and huge cache of explosive material and ammunition have
been recovered from hideouts which include over 1900 rounds of AK
ammunition, two hand grenades and an UBGL thrower with four gre-
nades. The other explosives recovered include ammonium nitrate-
like substance, five gelatin sticks, one crude pipe bomb and three
code sheets.

A case has been registered at police station Awantipora in this re-
gard, he added.

‘Notorious Criminal’ Detained

criminal activities, a dossier was prepared by the Senior Super-
intendent of Police and forwarded to the District Magistrate who
formally issued the order of his detention under the PSA, they said.
Ahmad has been lodged at Hiranagar sub-jail.

3 Drug Peddlers Held In...

their possession. “They have been arrested and shifted to Police Sta-
tion Budgam where they remain in custody. The vehicle used in the
commission of crime has also been seized,” the police spokesperson
said. He said a case FIR No. 316/2020 under relevant sections of law
has been registered in Police Station Budgam and investigation has
been initiated.

India Cannot Keep Depending
On Imported Defence
Supplies: Rajnath Singh

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said India cannot depend on foreign govern-
ments and overseas suppliers to meet its requirement
of military platforms, and self-reliance in the defence
sector is far more crucial than any other field.

Singh made the comments after launching a range
of new products brought out by several defence public
sector undertakings and the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) at an online event.

The products unveiled by Singh included a prototype
of Nag missile carrier, a prototype of 8.6x70 mm snip-
er rifle and an underwater remote operated vehicle.
Separately, he also launched a naval innovation and
indigenisationorganisation of the Indian Navy. "Secu-
rity is its first priority for the development of any nation. It is
known to all of us that the nations, which are able to protect
themselves, they have been able to build their strong image at
the global level,” Singh said. "We cannot depend on foreign
governments, foreign suppliers and foreign defence prod-
ucts to meet our defence needs. It is not compatible with
the objectives and feelings of a strong and 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat'," he added. In a mega push to boost domestic de-
fence production, Singh on Sunday announced that India
will stop import of 101 weapons and military platforms
like transport aircraft, light combat helicopters, conven-
tional submarines, cruise missiles and sonar systems un-
der a staggered timeline running into 2024. India is one
the largest importers of arms globally. According to es-
timates, the Indian armed forces are projected to spend
around USD 130 billion in capital procurement in the
next five years. "We should not only be able to ensure the
fulfilment of our national interests but also be able to help
other people in times of need. Self-reliance in the defence
sector is far more crucial than any other field,” Singh said.
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J&K Bank extends 2
pc interest subvention
to MUDRA-Shishu

borrowers

Srinagar, Aug 13: J&K Bank has
extended the central government’s
relief in the form of interest sub-
vention scheme to all its eligible
MUDRA Shishu beneficiaries.

The relief forms part of the
Government’s economic stimu-
lus package under Atma Nirbhar
Bharat wherein 2% interest sub-
vention will be provided for a pe-
riod of 12 months on repayment of
Shishu Loan accounts that are not
categorized as NPA’s as on March
31, 2020. However, the benefit of
such subvention shall be passed
on to the borrowers only when the
interest on the loan amount is ser-
viced regularly on monthly basis.

The scheme, the bank in a
statement said, aims to alleviate fi-
nancial stress for borrowers at the
'bottom of the pyramid' by reduc-
ing their cost of credit.

“The scheme will be in opera-
tion for 12 months. For borrowers
who have availed moratorium
under RBI's Covid package, the
scheme would take effect after the
moratorium period for 12 months
ie. from September 01, 2020 till
August 31, 2021. For other borrow-
ers, the benefit of 2% subvention
would begin with effect from June
01, 2020 till May 31, 2021”, the state-
ment added.

Prevent Dumping, Encroachments
On Wetlands: Div Com to DCs

Chairs meeting on wetland conservation, skips mention of dying Anchar

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 13: Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Pandurang
K Pole today directed concerned DCs
to remove all encroachments from
the wetlands within a 45 days period
and prevent people from using wet-
lands for agricultural activities.

Pole was chairing a meeting of
concerned officers on conservation
of Hokarsar, Wular and Kreentcho-
Chandhara wetlands, according to an
official press note. The meeting found
no mention of dying Anchar lake and
surrounding wetlands of Khushal Sar
and Gilsar. Anchar lake, the second
biggest waterbody in Srinagar after
Dal lake is shrinking fast as encroach-
ments around the lake go on undetect-
ed by the concerned departments.

According to the statement Div
Com reviewed the progress made viz

a viz to demarcation, land transfer,
installation of boundary walls, pil-
lars, removal of encroachments, and
non- dumping of solid waste.
Concerned DCs were directed to
ensure removal of all encroachments
within a 45 days period and prevent

field staff teams for close monitoring
of wetlands. He said that only organic
farming on over 500 kanals of private
land of Kreentcho wetland is allowed
so that farming does not pose any
threat to the wetland and is in conso-
nance with the wetland rules.

6 The meeting found no mention of the dying Anchar lake
and surrounding wetlands of Khushal Sar and Gilsar. Anchar
lake, the second biggest waterbody in Srinagar after Dal lake is
shrinking fast as encroachments around the lake go on
undetected by the concerned departments.

people from using wetlands for agri-
cultural activities.

He instructed concerned to take
stringent action including register
FIRs against the offenders indulging
in repeated illegal activities.

The Div Com directed concerned
to constitute committees and activate

Emphasizing on the timely comple-
tion of installation of boundary pillars,
Div Com said that the step would pre-
vent illegal encroachments on wetlands.

The Div Com directed concerned
to ensure immediate removal of already
dumped waste from Hokarsar and other
wetlands and emphasized that only al-

ternate and shifted dumping sites are in
use for dumping purposes.

The Div Com said that he would
chair a meeting of all concerned next
month to take detailed review on the
action taken report and measures
taken by all concerned for conserva-
tion of wetlands. He also directed
concerned to expedite beautification
work on wetlands and called for mas-
sive awareness generation on impor-
tance on wetland preservation.

Meanwhile, all DCs were given
directions to start work on creation
of new water bodies under MGNRE-
GA funds and submit all formats as
required along with the action taken
reports in this regard.

DCs from Budgam, Bandipora,
Pulwama, Regional Wildlife Warden
and various other concerned officers
attended the meeting in person or
through the video Conferencing.

Prof. Naseer Iqbal Appointed
as Registrar IUST

SAD DEMISE

We inform you the sad demise of
Mohammad Subhan Dar S/0:- Ghulam
Ahmad Dar R /0 Sathu Payeen Nagash

FlnanCIally Awantipora: Prof. Naseer Igbal has
empowe red women been appointed as Registrar, Islamic
inVGSt hlgh on health University of Science and Technol-

. . ’ ogy. An order in this regard was is-
Educatlon Of thElr sued here on Aug 13 by the Deputy

Registrar of the University.

Prof. Naseer, an eminent Profes-
sor in Physics at University of Kash-
mir is currently holding the charge
as Director, North Campus Univer-
sity of Kashmir. Prof. Naseer has a
doctoral degree in Astrophysics and
got later inducted as Assistant Pro-
fessor in 2003 in the Department of
Physics University of Kashmir Sri-
nagar. Prof. Naseer also served as
Chief Proctor, Departmental Vigi-
lance Officer, Coordinator Science
& Society Program and Chairman
Disaster Management Group at
University of Kashmir. Prof. Nas-
eer possesses 17 years of research/
teaching experience and 14 years of
administrative experience. He got
involved in a number of research
collaborations with some leading
scientists of Tata Institute of Fun-
damental Research Institute (TIFR)
Mumbai and Saha Institute of Nu-
clear Physics Kolkata. Recently he
has been sanctioned with one of the

wards: Samoon

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 13: Principal
Secretary School Education and
Skill Development Department, Dr
Asgar Hassan Samoon, today said
empowered women tend to invest
a high amount of their income into
their children’s health and educa-
tion which helps towards building
a healthier and educated society.

He was speaking to a gather-
ing after inaugurating a webinar
on the topic, “Entrepreneurship as
a Viable Career Option for Girls”,
organized by Government Poly-
technic for Women, Srinagar in
collaboration with the J&K Entre-
preneurship Development Insti-
tute (JKEDI).

Principal Secretary empha-
sized the officials to design more
schemes and courses for attracting
and encouraging aspiring women
entrepreneurs to excel not only at
the local level but at the interna-
tional level.

prestigious research projects on X-
Ray Astronomy by Indian Space Re-
search Organization (ISRO), Depart-
ment of Space Govt. of India.

Prof. Naseer is a life member of
Astronomical Society of India, In-
dian Physics Association, Indian In-
stitute of Public Administration and
is also member of Board of Studies at
various Universities of the country.
Prof. Naseer has participated in a
large number of National/ Interna-
tional conferences and has also de-
livered keynote lectures at various
institutions both at National and
International level.

Tuesday.

Pora Bar Bar Shah Srinagar who passed
away after some brief illness on

Now His Fateh will be held tomorrow
at 9:00am at their Graveyard Maltang Dalgate

BEREIVED FAMILY
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DIAL-EMMA
TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686

e - PCR:0194-2452092,2455883
® . PDD:0194-2450213
. FIREAND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155
CAPD: 18001807011
SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
AIRPORTS
SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x
RAILWAYS
- SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259

ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

. Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )

Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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This Day In History

OFFICE IIF THE DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER

JKPCC LTD, MECH UNIT

7 <> = Q: \ BTF Premises Opposite SRTC yard Pampore

L e
e =

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 7
.. GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE BARAMULLA °~

I'

= — O ) % Fax No:01933-222273,
l:-‘:’;‘; ;.,'-’-«.‘:—:al‘ 6(5 4 Em:l:-odgmmechsrinagar@‘JKPCC.com
= ——— !"(" No: Mech/K/1076-80 DATED:11-08-2020

AUCTION NOTICE

It is notified for the information of all concerned that auction of the Krishmi and
Grass grown in the premises of Brick & Tile Factory JKPCC Ltd Pampore is to be
made on 22-08-2020 at 2.00 P.M. It is obligatory for the participants to deposit cash

candidates for the post of
dated:10.01.2019 in Govt. Medical College, Baramulla is listed as under

Kanth Bagh, Baramulla, Jammu and Kashmir - 193101

E-Mail; principalmedicalcollegebla@gmail.c

om

Contact No.: 01952238140 01952238139

Selection list for engagement of Lab. Technician (Blood Bank) on academic arrangement under
24 of 2019 dated 10.01.2019, advertised vide notice No. 05 of 2020, dated

As recommended by the selection committee constituted for the purpose, selection list of the

on Academ

ic Arrangement basis under SRO

of Rs. 5,000/= (Rupees Five Thousand Only) in the office of undersigned before

Selection List (Lab. Technician Blood Bank)

start of the auction. The minimum bid with which the auction shall commence is

fixed at Rs. 50,000/= (Rupees Fifty Thousand only). The successful bidder shall

have to deposit the full amount within two days time from the date of Allotment in

his favour.

USHKARA BARAMULLA

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any offer of auction

without assigning any reason.

~sd/-

(Er. Faisal Azmat Shah)
Deputy General Manager

DIPK-NB-1821/20 Mech Unit, J&KPCC Ltd.

UMAR FAROOQ PARREY

Srinagar

RIZWAN MAJID MALLA

55? - Ravenna becomes seat of Byzantine military governor in

Italy

1183 - Taira no Munemori and Taira clan take young Emperor An-

toku and 3 sacred treasures and flee to western Japan to escape

Minamoto clan (Traditional Japanese date: 25th Day of the 7th

Month of the 2nd Year of Juei).

1281 - During Kublai Khan's Second Invasion of Japan his invad-

ing Chinese fleet of 3,500 vessels disappears in a typhoon near

Japan

1385 - Portuguese defeat Castilians at Aljubarrota, retain inde-

pendence

1498 - Christopher Columbus landed at the mouth of the Orinoco

River in what is now Venezuela

1551- Turkish fleet under Dragut occupies Tripoli

1743 - Prussian army occupies Saksen, beginning 2nd Silezian War

1756 - French capture Fort Oswego, NY

1758 - Battle of Zorndorf: Prussia beats Russia, 1000s killed

1762 - English fleet occupies Havana

1790 - Sweden & Russia sign Peace of Verela

1813 - British warship Pelican attacks & captures US war brigan-

tine Argus

1816 - Great Britain annexes Tristan da Cunha

1862 - Abraham Lincoln receives the first group of African Ameri-

cans to confer with a US president

1885 - Japan’s first patentisissued to the inventor of a rust-proof

paint.

1894 - Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge demonstrates wireless telegraphy

(radio) using Morse code at a meeting of the British Association

for the Advancement of Science at Oxford University

1911 - United States Senate leaders begin to rotate the office of

President pro tempore (for the time being) of the Senate among

Leadirr]\g candidates to fill the vacancy left by William P. Frye’s
eath.

1920 - Little Entente formed by Czechoslovakia & Yugoslavia

1937- China declares war on Japan

1944 - Soviet offensive at Weichsel

1945 - V-J Day, Japan surrenders unconditionally to end WW II
(also August 15 depending on time zone)

1945 Ho Chi Minh’s Viet Minh movement launch a coordinated

uprising against French rule across Vietnam following the Japa-

nese surrender

1945 - Japanese government notifies the Allies that it had ac-

cepted the Potsdam Declaration

1947 - Pakistan gains independence from Great Britain

1960 - UN peace-keeping troops deployed to the Republic of

Congo

L964 - Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait and Syria form common mar-
et

19171 - Bahrain proclaims independence after 110 years of British

rule

1975 - Pakistani military coup against Bangladeshi President

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

1982 - Iran “Ramadan-offensive” in Iraq

1986 - Pakistani opposition leader Benazir Bhutto arrested

1994 - Space telescope Hubble photographs Uranus with rings

1995 - Iran’s official news agency, IRNA, reports that Iran has

been unable to sell 200 million barrels per day of crude oil since

the imposition of a unilateral oil embargo by the US

1997 - Soyuz TM-25 lands

From KO Avchives

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAL SHAKTI DIVISION QAZIGUND

CORRIGENDUM No.(02)

Sub:-

Ref:-

No:PHQ/1305-10
Dtd: 13/08/2020

DIPK-4061/20

Construction/Testing/Successful Commissioning of WS Scheme
Waltengoo Nard Nobugh (under District Capex Budget) ....
Extension of date thereof.

This office e-NIT No.14 of 2020-21 endorsed under No.PHQ/965-77
dated 17/07/2020 uploaded on tender portal under Tender ID:
2020_PHE_100656_1) read with Corrigendum No.PHQ/1163-68
dated 30/07/2020.

P ———

In view of report sought by the worthy Chief Engineer Jal Shakti
Department Srinagar after joint representation made by the various
contractors, the date for downloading of tender documents/uploading of bids
on tender portal advertised vide aforementioned e-NIT under Tender ID : 2020-

PHE_100656_1 is further extended up to 20/08/2020 up to 04.00 PM. The

Waiting List (Lab. Technician Blood Bank)

failing

technical cover of the tender shall be opened on 21/08/2020 at 11.00 AM.

Other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.

Executive Engineer
Jal shakti Division Qazigund

DIPK-4031/20

The engagement shall be initially for a period of six (6) months extendable up to maximum of one year subject

to good performance and conduct or till the selection/ promotion is made in accordance with the recruitment rules,

respective posts, whichever is earlier.

The selected candidates shall join this office within a period of
which the candidates next in merit shall be allowed to join.
The selected candidates shall produce the following documents in original to this office at the time of joining;

from the date of publication of the list,

State subject Certificate.

Marks certificates of class 12

Diploma/Degree Marks certificate.

Degree/Diploma certificate.

Registration certificate from J&K State/ paramedical Council/ Paramedical Council of India

An affidavit duly signed by 1 class Magistrate to the effect that:
| have understood the terms of SRO 24 of 2019 dated 10.01.2019, and shall abide by the terms and
conditions of the said SRO.

I will adhere to the roster of duties to be issued by the administration.
I will not participate in any kind of strike/protest against the administration during my tenure in the

My i will get ically and I shall have no claim on the post as soon as
the post is filled by the competent authority on permanent basis.

If the documents filed by me are found wrong / incorrect at any point of time, my appointment shall
be terminated immediately and disciplinary action and legal proceedings shall be initiated against me.

Dr. (Prof.) Abdul Hameed

Govt. Medical College

No: GMC/BLA/ADM/2020/2746

Hindu Mission Foiled,
Hindu Militant Held

Rajinder Singh

JAMMU- Police said Thursday they had foiled a major militant
bombing mission and captured eight persons, six of them Hin-
dus, from Jammu found working with a hardline militant group
Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami (HUJI).

Inspector general, R.V Raju, said they had captured Bharat
Kumar alias Bharat Singh alias Munna from Udhampur dis-
trict, on Tuesday. “He was on a mission to bomb the Indepen-
dence day ceremony at the main parade ground in Jammu city,”
Raju said, adding that police had seized five kilograms of RDX
explosive from the accused.

Kumar who was present at a police press conference, said
he had been recruited to the militant movement in September
1997 and crossed over to Pakistan a year later.

Kumar said he was put in touch with Pakistan’s Inter-
Services, Intelligence agency, and received training in using
AK-47 assault rifles, light ma-chine guns, grenades and
rocket launchers.

He was sent to Afghanistan for three months in 1999, where
he received training from the Taliban.

“I was given 10,000 rupees as advance money and also
promised a car and other gifts for the Independence Day bomb-
ing,” said Kumar,who declined to explain why he had joined the
Muslim militancy in the first place.

Police chief Raju said Kumar, who comes from a working
class family, joined because of the money .

On his arrest and the clues provided by him during inter-
rogation, police arrested six more, persons, including Harjeet
Singh of R S Pura, Sodagar Singh, Shammi and Sheikh Mukhtar
of Jammu.

(Kashmir Observer, August 14, 2000)
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Case for Indo-Pak talks

year on from the repeal of Article 370,

India, Pakistan relations have gone

steadily downhill. And with every new

move that New Delhi takes to further in-
tegrate Kashmir into the country, the ties between
the neighbours are worsening further. On the first
anniversary of the withdrawal of Article 370 on Au-
gust 5, Pakistan issued a new Kashmir map that
shows the Indian side of J&K and Ladakh as part
of Pakistan. The map is not new except that what
was earlier presented as disputed territory is now
described as ‘illegally occupied by India. Similarly,
Pakistan has urged the US to help improve the In-
dia, Pakistan ties. This, in effect, is a call for the US
mediation in Kashmir, something the Washington
has been loathe to do unless both countries ask for
it. India’s position has invariably been against the
third party involvement as it regards Kashmir as a
bilateral issue with Pakistan. So, Pakistan’s call for
the US or any other country’s mediation means little
in practice.

This leaves India, Pakistan to sort their messy
relationship themselves. They will need to pick up
the thread where they have left it. But it won’t be as
easy. The withdrawal of Article 370 in August last
has further wiped out the space for an engagement
between the neighbours. Things have since become
complicated geopolitically too. China’s incursions
in Ladakh have made the communist power as yet
another party to the issue. And the alleged China-
Pakistan collusion in the region has erected what
some observers in Kashmir think ‘a great wall of
China’ around India on its northern and western
side. Also the cooperation among China, Pakistan,
Iran, Russia is giving all indications of emergence
of a geopolitical block. And if all goes well Afghani-
stan under Taliban could also be part of this block.
Also, India has already withdrawn from China’s
Border and Road Initiative. New Delhi, on the con-
trary, has aligned itself with the US and the west.

These shifting alignments are putting in place
a new geopolitical order. This order, however, in
no way will help resolve the issues of the subconti-
nent particularly those between India and Pakistan.
That is, if the two countries themselves don’t show
a willingness to address these. And this needs to be
done before the two countries get sucked into the
emerging new cold war. This calls for steps for re-en-
gagement between them, that is informed by a deep
realisation that the only way to peace in the region
is through India-Pakistan reconciliation.

OTHER OPINON

Goodbye, Rahat Indor

est known for his politically charged poetry about the

rising tide of communalism and growing turpitude

in public life, Rahat Indori’s last verses concerned

life and death. It was fitting, and also quite natural,
because Indori always lived in the moment. His latest work
reflected the grim reality of a pandemic sweeping the world,
forcing the human race, which suffers from the delusion that
it is the master of nature, to ponder its own mortality.

Not long ago, Indori had been the man of the moment
as protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act ignited
across the country and his poem Agar Kkhilaf hai was recit-
ed in rallies, especially the line: “Kisi ke baap ka Hindustan
thodi hai” (India is not anyone’s father’s property). His verse
connected viscerally with millions because he had abandoned
formalisms rendered obscure by the passage of time, and pre-
ferred a simple diction which blended Hindi and Urdu, the
spoken language of the common people of north India.

An accessible modernism and a determination to hold up
a mirror to a nation in the throes of moral decay and ambigu-
ity made Indori the rock star of mushairas. Along with peers
like Basheer Badr, he was part of a new generation of poets
who spoke directly to the heart, addressing potentates and
paupers in the same register. His style recalls the Pakistani
poet Nasir Kazmi’s terrifying simplicity as he describes (it is
widely believed) the night of Partition: “Main hun, raat ka ek
baja hai/ Khali rasta bol raha hai/ Aaj to yun khamosh hai du-
niya/ Jaise kuchh hone wala hai...” (It’s me, it’s one o’clock at
night/ Only the empty road speaks/ And the world is so calm
tonight/ That something must happen...). Indori was part of
an old tradition of modernity, which will always be with us.

The Indian Express

In The Name Of Secuni
And Public Order

The Lockdown Imposed Onaugust o Last Year On Communication And Internet
Has Denied The Basic Essential Rights To People In Jammu And Kashmir

Soayib Qureshi

n August 5, at the stroke of mid-

night, State of Jammu and Kashmir

was placed under a complete lock-

down. All voices of dissent neutral-
ized. You ask why? The answer smoothly giv-
en with a smile is, “In the name of National
Security and Public Order”.

Way back onAugust5, 1914, Great Britain
had declared war on Germany. This was due to
Germany’s invasion of Belgium and its refusal
to leave Belgium neutral. At that time, telegraph
was the mode of communication and Great Brit-
ain had the most advanced undersea telegraph
cable system. Great Britain, being in a dominant
position, thus wanted to make full use of its ad-
vanced infrastructure, the only impediment be-
ing cables of Germany.

As a military strategy, on August5, 1914, a
British Cable Ship severed five German overseas
underwater cables, which passed from Emden
through the English Channel to Vigo, Tenerife,
the Azores and the United States. German Com-
munications were completely cut, forcing them
to communicate on British Lines and providing
Great Britain an intelligence windfall. The mes-
sages sent on British Lines were Intercepted and
decoded. This strategy resulted in Great Britain
intercepting the “Zimmermann Telegram” which
was used to help draw the United States as an ally.
Great Britain thus created the first global com-
munications surveillance system.

While, Great Britain used “interdiction”, as a
military strategy in war, the same is clearly be-
ing used in Jammu and Kashmir, by the Central
Government to either gain intelligence inputs
or maybe to completely curb dissent. Although,
events which have transpired since August 5,
2019 tilt the balance in favor of curbing dissent.

The lockdown imposed on August 5, 2019, on
communication and internet, has denied the ba-
sic essential rights to people in Jammu and Kash-
mir: education, healthcare, trade communica-
tion, most of all, right to choose their own leaders.
Surprisingly,these very rights were guaranteed
by the Constitution of India, but put in abeyance,
for no good reason, all in the name of National Se-
curity and Public Order.

It need not be explained how lack of com-
munication and impositions of restrictions on
movement can paralyze an entire eco system.
Restrictions imposed on August 5 and contin-
ued since, impacted not only trade and com-
merce, but also took a heavy toll on education,
justice delivery system and tourism sector. If
figures are to be believed, revenue loss has been
stated to be more than 20,000 Crores. Who will
compensate people for this loss?

Considering the impact, the restrictions im-
posed had on the people of Jammu and Kashmir,
the issue was taken up to the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India, in the case of Anuradha Bhasin v.
Union of India.It was expected from the Hon’ble
Supreme Court to step in, protect, preserve, and
nourish the rights of people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. But just like, Cancer, National Security and
Public Order, slowly and steadily took over the
freedoms guaranteed to the people in Jammu
and Kashmir, where even Court-therapy (Chemo-
therapy) did not help.During arguments, before
the Hon’ble Supreme Court, Government was un-
able to justify the basis for its actions anddenial
of basic rights of communication, trade, and a
dignified life. Making it clear that the denial was
merely on the whims and fancies of the Execu-
tive/Central Government.

While few politicians and individuals chal-
lenged the action of the Central Government in
abrogating article 370 of the Constitution of India,
there was a complete lack of interest by the Civil
Society Members, intellectuals and even political
parties from Jammu and Kashmir (barring one
Politician who filed a case) to take actions for pro-
tection of these rights.

On January 10, 2020, the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India, passed a detailed judgment declar-
ing that the freedom of speech and expression and

the freedom to practice any profession or carry on
any trade, business or occupation over the medi-
um of internet enjoyed constitutional protection
and the restriction upon such fundamental rights
was required be in consonance with the mandate
under Article 19 (2) and (6) of the Constitution, in-
clusive of the test of proportionality.

While doing so, Hon’ble Supreme Court, cau-
tiously, stayed away from declaring actions of
Government illegal, perhaps in the name of “Na-
tional Security”. This Judgment, in all vehemence
asserted that the action of complete blocking/
prohibition could not be accepted by the Court
and observed that the Government should have
attempted to determine the feasibility of putting
restrictions on social media. The Government
was thereafter directed to revisit its orders, pass
fresh orders and place the same in public domain.

Consequently, certain relaxations were given,
and internet came back to Jammu and Kashmir,
albeit at the restricted speed of 2G. As such, it ap-
peared that the Government would in the coming
months remove the restrictions. However, that
was not the case to be. The Government contin-
ued to restrict the Internet Connectivity to 2G on
mobiles, despite knowing that majority of popu-
lation of Jammu and Kashmir was not accessing
Internet through board-band. Internet, through
mobile communication, remained an effective
and cheap mode of accessing internet. Any rea-
sonable Government, having a mandate to help
people, would find a way, to make life of people
less miserable, or at-least provide a way out. But
with the “string led administration”, dealing with
misery of people clearly was not on menu.

In the interregnum, the entire world was hit
by the Covid-19 pandemic. This forced entire na-
tion into a lockdown and at the same time gave a
glimpse of what a common person from Jammu
and Kashmir was suffering. The loss on account of
employment, trade, and the effect it had on the eco-
nomic situation of the country was clearly visible.

It was presumed that the Government would
relax the restrictions and allow use of 4G through
mobiles as it would not only help children in access-
ing their online classes, but also allow students/
professionals and even the Judicial system to func-
tion through this pandemic on the virtual mode.

Who would have thought that more misery
would be inflicted by the Government? The orders
based on which restrictions were imposed, went
on to state that the restriction on Internet speed
has no effect on education of children through
video conferencing. Additionally, these orders,
which as per the Judgment of the Supreme Court
were required to be passed based on certain judi-
cial principals, were nothing but “Parrot” orders.
Nothing in the orders would show any applica-
tion of mind or a justifiable reason.

While the entire nation, through virtual mode
was progressing, people in Jammu and Kash-
mir were made to struggle even for essentials.
Imagine the extent of damage to the economy of
Jammu and Kashmir, in absence of Internet. The
only tool, snatched away, which allowed people,
to remain sane, to enforce their rights, of trade,
education and most importantly, right of commu-
nicating with each other and without which right
to live in this chaoswasdifficult.

The impact of Covid-19 pandemic, forced the
Foundation of Media Professionals and Private
Schools Association of Jammu and Kashmir to
knock the doors of Supreme Court, with a basic
plea to increase the Internet Speed so that the stu-
dents, professionals and even traders can go on
with their lives, live with dignity.

However, yet again, the Central Government
came up with the old excuse of “National Security”
and the Hon’ble Supreme Court declined to pass
any directions and surprisingly formed a Commit-
tee, consisting of Senior officers of the Government
to look into the issue and consider the representa-
tions of the Petitioners before the Court.

No none can be the Judge in their own cause,
this is the fundamental principle of law. How-
ever, rights of people, were placed by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court at the mercy of the Government,
which in the first place had taken the rights away.

It was expected of the Hon’ble Supreme Court to
take-action, as the orders passed by the Govern-
ment were not in accordance with law.

The Government, yet again, flouted the law
and did not take any action. A contempt petition
was thus filed, which is as on date pending. The
Hon’ble Supreme Court, yet again, in the contempt
petition, filed by Foundation of Media Profession-
als, did not pass any directions, but requested the
Government to see and analyze whether 4G ser-
vices can be provided on experimental basis. The
Apex court has the duty to protect and preserve
the rights of the people and such a duty cannot be
blinded by the argument of national security. In
the said Contempt Petition, Central Government
has now given a statement that it would be allow-
ing 4G services on experimental basis in two dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir Division.

Should we be happy? The answer is in nega-
tive. There is no cogent reason for Government to
continue with the restrictions. This is especially
when the Lieutenant Governor, as available in
media, himself made a statement that 4G services
can be resumed and they had no impact on the se-
curity scenario.

Till date 88 orders have been passed by the Gov-
ernment in respect of Telecom Restrictions.It will
take average intelligence to understand that the
real issue of the Government is use of Social Media
in instigating people against the Country and use
of Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) services by
people across the border to destabilize the state.

These assertions clearly appear to be a smoke
screen. Incase, the Government had any issue with
the use of Social Media, the same could have been
curtailed by banning or withholding such Social
Media Applications, however, that step has not
been taken. This is even though an observation
was made in this regard by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court. In so far as the VoIP is concerned, the same
can even as on date be accessed through 2G. Thus,
there is no rationale in even giving such a justifi-
cation. It is in common knowledge that mostly sat-
ellite telephones are used for infiltration.

It is also surprising that there is already a
system in place to check misuse of Social Media
(Inter-mediatory Guidelines framed by the Gov-
ernment), further, Social Media continues to be
used on 2G Network, why is it then necessary to
put an embargo on the Internet Speed? Why so
many restrictions, when the same are not in pub-
lic interest? I presume it is to force the people to
look towards Center for any relief/change.

Most of the population is dependent on 4G
services for their basic essential requirements.
When the remaining country has access to such
services, denying the same to inhabitant of Jam-
mu and Kashmir is anathema to the rule of law.

Clearly, people at the helm of affairs are act-
ing without taking the interests of public into
consideration. The actions of the Government are
clearly robotic and, on the ipse, dixie of the offi-
cials at the Centre. The rights of people of Jammu
and Kashmir will continue to be trampled till the
time there is a puppet at the helm of affairs. It is
the need of the hour for an elected representative
to take control of the situation and relay the con-
cerns of the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Once the government in Jammu and Kashmir
is controlled by the Centre, the interests of People
of Jammu and Kashmir will always be secondary.
The administrators controlling Jammu and Kash-
mir neither have the mandate of people nor have
any affinity towards them, clearly reflective from
their approach to the grievances of people. Politi-
cal activity therefore is a must.

It is therefore essential for the Civil society
members, intellectuals and Political Parties to am-
plify the grievances of people, through a political
process and if possible, approach the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court and fight for the resumption of 4G ser-
vices to the entire region of Jammu and Kashmir.

(Soayib Qureshi is an Advocate on Record,
Supreme Court of India. Views of the author are
personal and not intended to cast aspersions on
any person or institution)
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NEP: Don’t discontinue MPhil

he Nation Educational Policy
(NEP) which was approved
by the union cabinet recently
has invited mixed reactions. It
may be able to change the course of In-
dian educational system by introduc-
ing to it a modern outlook but the dis-
continuation of the MPhil degree is a
big blow to those who aspire for higher
education especially in Kashmir.

With the new National Educa-
tion Policy’s clause to discontinue
the MPhil degree course; securing
a research opportunity will become
even more daunting for Kashmiri stu-
dents. Masters students in Kashmir
University have little to no research
experience. The course isn’t designed
to include any research based papers,
assignments or projects. One doesn’t
even have to submit a dissertation in
order to secure a Masters Degree here.
There’s no encouragement to develop

research acumen especially in the Hu-
manities and the Social Sciences.
Since, the curriculum does not
prepare the students for research;
they are expected to have an interme-
diate degree that will help them bridge
the gap of semester oriented studies
to a research oriented one. This was
supposed to be the utility of an MPhil
degree. With its discontinuation, stu-
dents will now have to look for the for-
eign counterparts of an MPhil degree
and try to gain at least one year of re-
search experience. This will limit op-
portunities for students from under-
privileged backgrounds who will not
have the resources to apply abroad.
Some would argue that many other
prestigious universities do not have a
research based Masters Degree course
but Kashmir University is still a spe-
cial case. It stands out in the sense the
education sector has faced major chal-

lenges in the past three decades owing
to the political situation in the valley.
In addition to a persistent decrease
in the number of working days and
multiple mass promotions, it is also
the mediocre pedagogical structure
of higher education that has dented
higher education irreparably.

The university has overburdened
itself and has closed the doors on qual-
ity teaching and learning experience.
Only a few years ago, there were a lim-
ited number of seats for a Masters de-
gree programme which were allotted to
students based on their performance in
the University Entrance Test. Recently,
this number was increased without
taking into account the infrastructure
needed to deal with it. A system of di-
viding students into Morning and Eve-
ning shifts was adopted which brought
with it many issues as well. It created
some sort of a class divide within stu-

dents wherein those studying in eve-
ning shifts were looked down upon for
securing less marks in the entrance
examinations. This also created an un-
healthy learning environment in the
university and some departments are
still trying to deal with it.

Interestingly, while seats have
been increased for Masters Courses,
those available for a PhD programme
have been very limited. The recent
advertisements showed no more than
6-8 seats in PhD or MPhil which makes
for a very poor ratio with the number
of Masters Graduates. If the seats re-
main limited even after NEP is imple-
mented, where will the huge number
of Postgraduate students go?

Mariya Shawl
Masters in English
from Kashmir University
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Remembering Rahat Indori: The Poet
Who Touched Many Hearts in Kashmir

Sanika Athavale

CThe man had
had a stunning
50-year poetic career,
and was one of the
biggest mushaira
starsin the
subcontinent.
Indori’s words had
always tickled the
conscience and
pushed for self-
introspection. He had
been undoubtedly
one of the most
loved and popular
contemporary Urdu
poets in India.

As tributes have been pouring in from all over the
world for the celebrity couplet-maker of India, many
Kashmiris are hailing him for touching their hearts
amidst their dogged distraught state. But the word-
smith of ‘Mission Kashmir’ fame was more than just a
distant poet luring the valley with his verses.

BOUT seven to eight years ago, in an ex-
clusive mushaira (poetry symposium)
arranged by the Cultural Forum in Sri-
nagar’s Sher-e-Kashmir International Con-
ference Centre (SKICC), Rahat Indori’s sharp tongue
had aroused resentment in the audience that had just
been wooed by his wit and charm a few minutes ago.

“Kashimiriyoon ko apni soch mein tabdeeli laani
hogi” (Kashmiri will need to modify and change their
way of thinking), the timeless Indian poet had said
while touching upon the contentious topic of the con-
flict in the Valley.

Zareef Ahmad Zareef, who had been a partici-
pant at the symposium, remembered the audience’s
murmurs of discomfort. “People were disappointed
at the frivolous statement the man had made,” the
valley’s prominent poet-historian told Kashmir Ob-
server. “No Kashmiri acquiesced to what Indori had
said and some asserted in protest that the establish-
ment needs to be civil for the people to accept it.”

Quickly realising his misspoken mistake, the
poet had apologised with a clarification. “I was try-
ing to put forward my point of view, but you're Kash-
miris and the real prey of the system. You know bet-
ter,” Zareef recollects Indori’s response to the live
listeners he had upset.

However, continuing in a voice powered by grit-
tiness, astuteness, and enveloped in warmth, poet In-
dori had later kept inspiring awe from his audience
at SKICC.

“That day,” Zareef says, “the poet proved that he
knew a lot about Kashmir and its history.”

As per his memory of the mushaira, Rahat Indori
had said: “Development and progress has only taken
place by the virtue of love and passion. Force and op-
pression has never achieved anything but aggravated
the pain of people. If Kashmiris are given their basic
rights and due justice, why would they have a problem
with India? Didn’t they join hands after the Partition,
with India? But when Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah
was jailed in 1953, they began to hate the political es-
tablishment in the mainland.”

“There’re no two ways about that he was an in-
tellectual for India,” Zareef says.

The same witty man who once drew and handled
the ‘militant mood’ in Kashmir breathed his last
on August 11, hours after he tweeted about his CO-
VID-19 positive status.

The 70-year-old ‘people’s poet’ had been admit-
ted to Sri Aurobindo Institute of Medical Sciences,
Indore, where he passed away after suffering from a
cardiac arrest.

The man had had a stunning 50-year poetic ca-
reer, and was one of the biggest mushaira stars in the
subcontinent. Indori’s words had always tickled the
conscience and pushed for self-introspection. He had
been undoubtedly one of the most loved and popular
contemporary Urdu poets in India.

“Zulfon ki shayari (poetry of romanticism and
beauty) was not really his style,” Zareef continues.
“His pen always flowed with words reflecting the so-
cietal realities of his time. He was ‘waqt shenaaz’, a

‘mushaira shayaar’, a ‘magbool’.”

The late lyricist would perform as if he con-
trolled his audience and he really did, Zareef says.
“He belonged to the rare tribe of poets who could
churn heart-searching poetry by gauging the vibe
of the audience. The old and young, the happy and
grumpy, everyone resonated with his shayari. Even
if he has passed away, he is immortal. Artists like
him will always be immortal.”

In recent times, college activists and anti-CAA
protestors had used two lines from his poem titled
‘Agar khilaf hai, hone do’ as a headliner to their ide-
ology of resistance.

“Sabhi ka khoon shaamil hai yahan ki mitti mein,
kisi ke baap ka Hindustan thodi hai” (Everyone’s
blood is mingled in this earth. Hindustan is no one’s
ancestral property) — were the lines from the poem
that decorated posters and banners in the protests
that shook India in the months of November and De-
cember last year.

Indori had claimed to have written this poem
around 35 years ago. “I don’t remember the exact
year or the context in which it was written,” he said
in an interview. “I’ve recited this ghazal at many
mushairas and had even forgotten about it, but I
don’t know what has happened in the last three to
four years that like a crop, these words have risen
again.” He had also reportedly said that he hadn’t
written this poem ‘as a Muslim’.

Indori had also made a powerful display of his
understanding of the Kashmir conflict in the poster-
world of Bollywood. Through his poetic lyrics for
Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s Mission Kashmir (2000), he
had touched a chord with many Kashmiris who iden-
tified with his rhymes.

He had also penned down the words for the mov-
ie’s chart-busting ‘Bumbro Bumbro’ song, which was
inspired from prominent Kashmiri poet Dina Nath
Nadim’s iconic original poem of the same name.

His lyrical poem ‘Dhuan Dhuan’, which was also
used in Chopra’s movie, received praise for being
sensitive to the Kashmir conflict.

Speaking about how Kashmiris identified with
Indori’s words, Kashmiri journalist and poet, Rashid
Magbool, says, “The man was someone who we can

call an awaami shaayar (people’s poet). He had a spe-
cial style of rendition, choice of words, expressions,
and selection of topics. He was fearless and engaging.
He would not just perform his poems but bring them
alive.”

A painter-turned-professor-turned-poet, Indori
was known for his sharp-witted one-liners on live
stage performances. Before his talent was spotted
by the Mumbai film industry, he was a pedagogist of
Urdu literature at the Indore University.

Shaakhon se toot jaye, woh pattey nahi hai hum,
aandhi se koi keh de, ki aukaat mein rahe

(We aren’t the leaves that break away from its
branches. Tell the storm to mind itself)

In 2015, during the “award wapsi” movement that
took shape in the backdrop of the lynching of Moham-
mad Akhlaq in Dadri, Uttar Pradesh, poet Indori had
extended his support by saying, “If I had some govern-
ment award, I would have returned it in protest.”

His unique punchlines, delivered with his trade-
mark expressions, were also very popular with Tik-
Tok users and those who did not even understand
Urdu poetry.

Earlier this year, when the Chinese video-making
application was functional in India, his poem “Bula-
ti hai magar jane ka nahi” went viral on social me-
dia, making him an almost-cult figure among young
Urdu/Hindi-speaking people in the subcontinent.

People began using a few lines from the poem for
making memes and it continued to trend on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, and Tiktok.

“Late Rahat Indoriji will be remembered for his
free, fair and fearless poetic expressions,” Ghulam
Nabi Azad, seasoned congressman from J&K, said.

Due to his viral inquilabi poetry and online
mushiaras, countless souls were actually attached to
the late poet, Rashid Magbool says.

“Poet Indori never took a pro-establishment
stand,” Magbool says. “He was always on the other
side of the line. Thus, whenever he would talk about
honour, self-respect and stubbornness against the
elite, it would touch the hearts of Kashmiri. We could
always identify with his poetry.”

t happened in the middle of an unforgiving pan-
demic, economic meltdown and widespread
anger at a political elite that is more concerned
about pursuing its parochial agenda than serv-
ing the public interest, an elite whose woeful inad-
equacy and heedless ways were deplored by ordi-
nary Lebanese everywhere, an elite that faced — but
somehow was able to fend off — a national protest
movement that had earlier called for reform.

That was Beirut on the eve of the mega nitrate ex-
plosion that rocked it on August 4, devastating large
swaths of the city and leaving close to 180 dead, thou-
sands wounded and countless homeless. The blast
was — and that we know — the culmination of years
of mismanagement and neglect by that very elite.

Yes, it happened in Beirut, once the Arab world’s
most fondly regarded city and arguably its intellectu-
al capital, since the mid-1950s a magnet to its poetes
maudits, political exiles and pan-Arab intelligentsia
— the Paris of the Middle East, a moniker it had long
acquired.

When the dreaded nitrate explosion devastated
the city last week, visiting irremediable suffering on
its denizens, the Lebanese people’s wounds had not
yet healed and their broken spirit had not mended
from the conflict. It made for a tragedy all the more
crushing, not just for the Lebanese people but for all
peoples in the Arab world

- Fawaz Turki

I was there in those halcyon days, in a then laid-
back city where, as a teenager I made my original
leap to a maturing consciousness.

The Paris of the Middle East. The intellectual
capital of the Arab world. And so it was, especially
in those tortuous years that followed the shock and
humiliation of the first Arab-Israeli war, the dis-
memberment of Palestine and the entrenchment of
Zionism in the heartland of our world in 1948.

And just as in Paris, where French intellectu-
als, poets and philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre,
Simone de Beauvoir and Albert Camus gathered at
cafés in the Latin Quarter, across from the Sorbonne,
to discuss the fate of post-war France, their Arab
counterparts, like Hisham Sharabi, George Habash
and Nizar Kabbani gathered at cafés in the Hamra
Quarter, across from the American University of
Beirut — mostly at Faisal’s, the favoured hangout of
hard-core theoreticians, ideologues and advocates of
Arab nationalism — to discuss Antoun Sa’adi’s Syr-
ian Nation versus Michel Aflak’s Arab Nation, Marx-
ism versus Nasserism, Arabism versus Regionalism.
And the rest of it.

Beirut: Intellectual Capital
Of Arab World Bleeds

The blast was the culmination of years of
mismanagement and neglect by its elite

Fawaz Turki | Gulf News

Beirut was once the Arab world’s most fondly regarded city and arguably its intellectual capital, since the mid-1950s

The city of culture

The city buzzed with the ideas of boots-on-the-
ground, Antonio Gramsci “organic intellectuals”
anxious to put in their two-cents worth. Bookstores
proliferated in every neighbourhood. (One street off

Martyrs Square was lined exclusively with them.)
Dozens of newspapers and periodicals, in Arabic, Eng-
lish and French, sold off the ubiquitous news-stands.
Movie theatres were everywhere, featuring both
fluff from the US, like Pillow Talk, starring Doris

Day and Rock Hudson, and art-house, New Wave
productions from France, like Alain Resnais’s Hiro-
shima Mon Amour.

Heck, you could even splurge on an issue of Cahi-
er du Cinema for 2 Liras — a king’s ransom knocked
off a teenager’s weekly allowance — and later, sitting
at Faisal’s across from your friends, talk about the
work of directors like Goddard, Truffaut and Rivette,
showing yourself off as a budding cineaste.

Whichever way you looked, there was constant
preoccupation with the life of the mind. It was as if
ideas were not a luxury, a frivolous pursuit, but a rig-
orous need in one’s quotidian life.

And it was all, I say, laid-back — zestful, en-
gaging, fun. Beirut was a city so laid-back in those
days that when, on July 15, 1958, 1,700 US Marines
stormed its beaches, ready for combat, weapons
cocked, backed by warships in the Mediterranean —
there to save incumbent President Camille Chamoun
from being deposed — they encountered, well, Gee, a
whole bunch of Beirutis languidly sunbathing on the
beach and teenagers in swimsuits playfully offering
to help them set up their equipment.

Propulsive Mediterranean rhythm

That was Beirut then, an urbane city that beat
with the propulsive rhythm of the Mediterranean
Sea, on whose shore it sat, and the timeless resolu-
tion of Mount Lebanon, at whose foot it lay. Beirut
then was living a belle époque.

But — yes, there’s a but — Beirut, like the rest
of the country it was a capital of, was overripe with
anarchic compulsions, political, class and sectarian
compulsions, simmering beneath the garden surface
of a belle époque — as those that acted as the backdrop
to Europe’s own belle époque showed in 1914 — always
have a cruel, preordained equifinality to them.

In short, there had been hotness in the blood and
the Lebanese people called for it on the streets. By
1975, these folks had turned on each other in an orgy
of self-hate that lasted 15 years and left Lebanon’s na-
tional soul bruised and mortally wounded.

When the dreaded nitrate explosion devastated
the city last week, visiting irremediable suffering on
its denizens, the Lebanese people’s wounds had not
yet healed and their broken spirit had not mended
from the conflict. It made for a tragedy all the more
crushing, not just for the Lebanese people but for all
peoples in the Arab world.

— Fawaz Turki is a journalist, lecturer and
author based in Washington. He is the author of The
Disinherited: Journal of a Palestinian Exile
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s parents nationwide

prepare to help their

children with more dis-

tance learning, a small
but quickly growing number are
deciding to take matters entirely
into their own hands and begin
homeschooling.

Some are worried their districts
are unable to offer a strong virtual
learning programme. For others
who may have been consider-
ing homeschooling, concerns for
their family’s health amid the
coronavirus and the on-again,
off-again planning for in-person
instruction are leading them to
part ways with school systems.

Mindy Kroesche, a freelance
writer and editor from Lincoln,
Nebraska, had been leaning to-
ward homeschooling her 12-year-
old son, who has autism and

ADHD diagnoses that made mid-
dle school a challenge. But she al-
ways felt her 10-year-old daughter
was “built for school.” Now with
the pandemic raging, she is pull-
ing them both out for the year.
“We just saw that with her
wearing a mask for the entire
day, that would make learning
more difficult for her,” she said.
“It was going to be such a differ-
ent environment. We didn’t think
it would be as beneficial for her.”
Homeschooling applications are
surging in states including Ne-
braska, where they are up 21%,
and Vermont, where they are up
75%. In North Carolina, a rush of
parents filing notices that they
planned to homeschool over-
whelmed a government website
last month, leaving it temporarily
unable to accept applications.
There were about 2.5 million
homeschool students last year in

grades K-12 in the US, making up
about 3% to 4% of school-age chil-
dren, according to the National
Home Educators Research Institute.
Brian Ray, the group’s president, is
anticipating that their numbers
will increase by at least 10%.

“One day the school district
says X and four days later they say
Y,” Ray said. “And then the gover-
nor says another thing and then
that changes what the school
district can do. And parents and
teachers are tired of what appear
to be arbitrary and capricious de-
cisions. They are tired of it and
saying we are out of here.” Inter-
est in homeschooling materials
also has been surging, driven in
part by parents who are keeping
their children enrolled in schools
but looking for ways to supple-
ment distance learning.

The National Home School As-
sociation received more than

3,400 requests for information on
a single day last month, up from
between five and 20 inquiries per
day before the coronavirus. The
group had to increase the size of
its email inbox to keep up.
“Clearly the interest we have
been getting has exploded,” said
] Allen Weston, the executive di-
rector of the suburban Denver-
based group. “That is really the
only way to describe it.” Some
parents in rural parts of Nebraska
are turning to homeschooling be-
cause staffing and limited access
to home internet leave districts
unable to offer a virtual learn-
ing option, said Kathryn Dillow,
president and executive direc-
tor of Nebraska Home Schools, a
support and advocacy group.
Homeschooling  applications
continue arriving in Nebraska,
where the number of homeschool-
ers already had risen to 3,400 as of

INTEREST

INHOMESCHOOLING
HAS ‘EXPLODED’ AMID

July 14, up from 2,800 at the same
time a year ago, said David Jespers-
en, a spokesman for the Nebraska
Department of Education.

Jespersen said there is “a lot of
confusion” and that “parents are
delayed in making their decision”
because so much is changing.

Regardless of the final number,
Jespersen doesn’t expect that the
increase will bust districts’ budgets
because homeschoolers will still
remain a small fraction of about
326,000 students spread over the
state’s 244 school systems.

Most other states don’t have
homeschooling numbers, either
because they aren’t collected at
the state level or it’s too early. But
all indications point to increases
across the country.

“Now is when the reality sets
in,” said John Edelson, president
of Time4Learning, an online cur-
riculum provider, which has seen

CORONAVIRUS
PANDEMIC

business explode. “People have
postponed the decision, but we are
at this great inflection point. And
it is hard to see what the angle is
going to be, but it is definitely up.”
In Missouri, calls and emails pour
into the homeschool advocacy
group Families For Home Educa-
tion each time a district releases
its reopening plan, said Charyti
Jackson, the group’s executive di-
rector. She said families are in a
“panic” about virtual starts to the
year and hybrid plans in which
students attend classes parttime
and study at home the rest.

“They are asking, ‘What am I
supposed to be doing with my
children when I am working full
time?’” she said.

For the families who only plan
to homeschool for a semester
or two, some in small groups or
pods, her advice is focused on
how to make sure students can

transition back to public school-
ing smoothly when the pandemic
ends. That's trickier for students
who receive special education
services and high schoolers who
need to meet their district’s grad-
uation requirements.

There also are some indica-
tions the exodus to homeschool-
ing could continue well into fall.
Christina Rothermel-Branham, a
psychology and counseling pro-
fessor at Northeastern State Uni-
versity in Tahlequah, Oklahoma,
said she is going to attempt re-
mote learning through her local
school district for her 6-year-old
son. But she said the virtual learn-
ing she oversaw in the spring was
“very monotonous” and that she
plans to switch to homeschooling
if the first month goes poorly.

“If there is a lot of stress between
the two of us it is probably going to
get him pulled out,” she said.

Study Reveals How omoakers

ThisIs How Parents Can Ensure, Help Kids Eat Well

Agencies

arent’s choice and pref-
Perences for sugar, salt in

their diet can be a way to
understand how the kids devel-
op their food habits, according
to a recent study from the Uni-
versity of Oregon.

Young children naturally like
sugar and salt in food and de-
velop food preferences based on
what their parents serve them,
but new research suggests how
parents view self-regulation
also is a contributing factor.

Food systems with calorie-
dense and nutrient-poor meal
offerings are a major factor con-
tributing to global obesity and
are a major challenge to parents
of young children, notes study
lead author T. Bettina Cornwell,
Phillip H. Knight Chair and head
of the Department of Market-
ing in the University of Oregon’s
Lundquist College of Business.

The research, published
online ahead of print in the
Journal of Public Policy & Mar-
keting, explored the underly-

LS.
ing dynamics of parental food
preferences and how they are
passed along to children by ex-
ample at family mealtime.

“A parent’s preference for
sugar, fat, and salt in their diet
influences the amount of junk
food they provide children in a
typical week and in turn, this
influences the child’s prefer-
ence for sugar, fat, and salt,”
Cornwell said.

“We show that regularly pro-
viding three- to five-year-old
children with junk food influ-
ences their preferences for the
same tastes. It also makes them
less willing to eat vegetables,”

the researcher added.

In the research, the four-member
team developed two studies to ex-
plore how rigidly set parents are to-
ward strategies of growth, learning,
and self-control. These mindsets,
or lay theories, underlie everyday
ideas about behavior, Cornwell said.
At play is how limited or unlimited
self-control is seen and whether it
is fixed or malleable.

In the first study, researchers
used self-report surveys from
the parents of 81 preschool chil-
dren to assess whether the fre-
quency of exposure to junk food
helps transmit parental tastes to
the children. A solid connection
was found, Cornwell said.

The second study dug deeper to
see if parents’ lay theories influ-
enced how often parents exposed
their children to junk food and
what their children ate at school.
Researchers drew from survey re-
sponses from 122 parent-children
pairs and direct observations of
preschoolers choosing vegetables
during their lunchtime.

Again, the researchers iden-
tified strong results. Children

who were often exposed to
fast and highly processed food
at home were less likely to eat
vegetables at preschool.

“A parent’s preference for sug-
ar, fat, and salt in their diet, as
well as their views of self-con-
trol, come together to influence
their choice to regularly give a
child junk food,” Cornwell said.

The researcher added: “Par-
ents with a lower preference
for sugar, fat and salt and with
a growth mindset regarding
developing self-control tend to
limit the amount of junk food
they provide to their children.”

The overall findings, Cornwell
said, are clear: What parents do
at home when it comes to meal
selection influences the food
choices their children make
away from home.

Parents, she said, should ex-
plore their own beliefs about self-
control to understand how they
influence their children’s develop-
ing food preferences. Doing so, she
said, may help parents improve
their own diets in a way that ben-
efits how their children eat.

Agencies

Smoking has been linked to a

higher risk of bone fracture,
but researchers have now
identified certain lung-related fac-
tors—such as smoking or passive
smoke—may help to predict an
individual smoker’s fracture risks.
“Hip fractures are associated
with significant morbidity and
mortality in smokers with lung
disease, but whether lungaspe-
cific factors are associated with
fracture risk is unknown,” said
study authors from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh in the US.
According to the research-
ers, the goal was to determine
whether lungaspecific factors
are associated with incidents of
hip fracture and if they improve
risk discrimination of traditional
fracture risk models in smokers.
The findings were published in
the Journal of Bone and Mineral

Research. In the study of 9,187
adults who currently or formerly
smoked, there were 361 new hip
fractures reported over a median

follow-up of 74 years. Known
risk factors associated with expe-
riencing a hip fracture included
older age, female sex, osteoporosis,
previous spine and hip fracture,
rheumatoid arthritis and diabetes.
The study suggested that the in-
corporation of lungaspecific risk
factors into fracture risk assess-
ment tools may more accurately
predict fracture risk in smokers.

“We need to look beyond tra-
ditional risk factors when mak-
ing osteoporosis screening and
management decisions in our
patients with chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease (COPD),”
said study lead author Jessica Bon
from the University of Pittsburgh.

“A former smoker with frequent
COPD exacerbations or significant
emphysema on chest CT scan may
be at greater risk of fracture than
would be expected based on age
or sex or other underlying comor-
bidities alone,” Bon noted.

Study Reveals Drivers Who Keep Windows Down Exposed To 80 Pc More Air Pollution

Agencies

ar users from the world's
least affluent cities are
exposed to a dispropor-
tionate amount of in-
car air pollution because they
rely heavily on opening their
windows for ventilation, finds a
first-of-its-kind study from the
University of Surrey. According
to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), air pollution kills
an estimated seven million peo-
ple worldwide every year and
nine out of 10 people breathe air
with high levels of pollutants.
In a study published by the Sci-

ence of the Total Environment
journal, a global team of research-
ers led by Surrey's Global Centre
for Clean Air Research (GCARE) in-
vestigated air pollution exposure
levels for commuters in 10 differ-
ent global cities -- Dhaka (Bangla-
desh), Chennai (India), Guangzhou
(China), Medellin (Colombia), Sao
Paulo (Brazil), Cairo (Egypt), Su-
laymaniyah (Iraq), Addis Ababa
(Ethiopia), Blantyre (Malawi), and
Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania).

The research team investigated
PM2.5 and PM10 exposure levels
inside vehicles during peak hours
in the morning and evening, as well
as off-peak hours in the middle of

the day. The scientists measured
how exposure levels changed when
drivers used recirculation systems,
fans and simply opened the win-
dows. The study discovered that
drivers in some of the world's
poorest cities experienced higher
levels of in-car pollution.
Irrespective of the city and car
model used, a windows-open
setting showed the highest ex-
posure, followed by fan-on and
recirculation. Pollution exposure
for windows-open during off-
peak hours was 91 per cent and
40 per cent less than morning
and evening peak hours, respec-
tively. The study also found that

the windows-open setting ex-
posed car passengers to hotspots
of air pollution for up to a third of
the total travel length.

The study found that commut-
ers who turn on the recirculation
are exposed to around 80 per cent
less harmful particles than those
who open their car windows. Car
cabin filters were more effective
in removing pollution than fine
particles, suggesting that if new
cars had more efficient filters, it
could reduce the overall expo-
sure of car commuters.

Professor Prashant Kumar, Di-
rector of GCARE at the University
of Surrey, said: "To be blunt, we

need as many cars as possible off
the road, or more green vehicles to
reduce air pollution exposure. This
is yet a distant dream in many ODA
countries. Air-conditioned cars are
unattainable for many poor and
vulnerable commuters across the
world, but our data is clear and co-
herent for all 10 participating cities.

"We must now work with
our global partners to make
sure they have the information
needed to put in place pro-
grammes, policies and strate-
gies to protect the most vulner-
able in our communities and
find realistic solutions to these
serious problems."”
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With no European backing, US
goes it alone to renew Iran ban

China Says Frozen Chicken

Agencies

United Nations: As the UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC) gears
up for a vote on a resolution
proposed by the administra-
tion of US President Donald
Trump to extend an arms em-
bargo on Iran, Washington is
increasingly finding itself iso-
lated without even a little help
from its European allies.

An opinion piece pub-
lished by Bloomberg said the
Europeans are “disinclined to
help the US” at the 15-member
Security Council.

“Having needlessly antag-
onized European leaders from
the start of his presidency,
Donald Trump cannot now
rely on them to back the US
in any effort to prevent the Is-
lamic Republic from acquiring
powerful new weapons,” the
report said.

The US has circulated a
revised resolution to keep in
place a UN arms embargo on
Iran, which is set to expire on
October 18 under UNSC Reso-
lution 2231 that enshrined the
2015 multilateral nuclear deal.

The Trump administration
was forced to water down its
first proposal, which required
other countries to join the US
in sanctioning individuals and
entities as well as interdicting
cargo to and from Iran.

The new draft is just four
paragraphs compared to the
original seven-page, 35-para-

graph resolution.

It also calls for the weap-
ons ban on Iran to be extended
“until the Security Council de-
cides otherwise.”

The Bloomberg piece pre-
dicted that Germany, France
and Britain “will more than
likely back, whether by accla-
mation or acquiescence, the
efforts of China and Russia to
sell tanks, missiles and fighter
jets” to the Islamic Republic af-
ter the embargo expires.

“This would be the dip-
lomatic equivalent to cutting
one’s nose off to spite one’s face.
The European leaders will in ef-
fect be acting as unpaid agents
for Chinese and Russian weap-
ons makers, since their own
arms producers will still feel
constrained by American sanc-
tions. In exchange for betraying
their principles, they’ll merely
enjoy a measure of schaden-
freude: the sight of the Trump
administration’s humiliation in
the Security Council,” it added.

In case of a failure to renew
the Iranian arms embargo, the
US will likely try to trigger the
so-called snapback of the UN
sanctions, which had been in
place against Iran prior to the
nuclear accord’s inking.

This is while Washington
forfeited its right to invoke
the provision in 2018, when it
pulled out of the nuclear ac-
cord — officially known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

Lebanon parliament approves
sweeping powers for the army

Agencies

Beirut: Lebanon’s parliament
has approved a state of emergen-
cy that grants sweeping powers
to the army, citing the exception-
al circumstances in the country

would enable security forces to
crack down on a public raging
with anger against the ruling
class following the blast.

The huge explosion - one of
the biggest non-nuclear blasts
in history - was fueled by some

following a massive explosion in
Beirut last week.

The cabinet had declared
a two-week state of emergency
on August 5, the day after the
Beirut blast that left at least
200 dead and some 6,000 in-
jured. Parliament on Thurs-
day voted for the emergency
declaration eight days in, as
is legally required, though it
could have also voted it down.

The state of emergency
allows the army to curb free
speech, freedom of assembly, and
freedom of the press, as well as to
enter homes and arrest anyone
deemed a security threat.

Judicial proceedings are to
take place in the country’s mili-
tary courts, which Human Rights
Watch and other rights groups
have shown do not conform to
standards on due process.

Rights groups have raised
serious concerns about the
state of emergency, saying it

2,750 tonnes of dangerous chem-
icals left in storage at Beirut’s
port for nearly seven years,
with the knowledge of top secu-
rity and political officials.

‘Room for protest’

Citing the “militarization
of the state”, parliamentarian
Osama Saad was the only one
out of the 119-member cham-
ber, a reduced number after
the resignation of nine MPs
since the explosion, to oppose
the state of emergency.

Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri responded the
army had ‘“not taken steps
that people fear, nor suppress
television [channels] and de-
spite the chaos in the media
it did not intervene and left
room for protest”, according
to local media. Sessions are
not televised and, therefore,
statements by lawmakers are
carried by local media.

Trump has left US ‘in tatters’,
Biden and Harris say

Agencies

Washington: Presumptive
US Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden and run-
ning mate Kamala Harris have
launched a stinging attack
on President Donald Trump,
saying he has left the nation
“in tatters” as Americans are
“crying out for leadership” to
overcome the triple crisis of
the COVID-19 pandemic, ra-
cial injustice and a ravaged
economy.

Making their first appear-
ance as running mates at a
Delaware high school, Biden
and the newly-minted vice
presidential nominee vowed to
end Trump’s presidency and
“rebuild this country.”

Harris said, “This is a
moment of real consequence
for America. Everything we
care about, our economy, our
health, our children, the kind
of country we live in, it’s all on
the line.”

The 55-year-old California
senator and a daughter of im-

migrants attacked the US pres-
ident as an incompetent lead-
er, saying Trump “just isn’t up
for the job,” as the country is
at the crossroads.

She said “Trump inherited
the longest economic expan-
sion in history from Barack
Obama and Joe Biden. And
then, he ran the US economy
straight into the ground.”

“yet we have a president
who cares more about himself
than the people who elected
him,” she said.

“The case against Donald
Trump and Mike Pence is open
and shut,” said the former Cal-
ifornia attorney general as she
blasted Trump’s “failures of
leadership” on containing the
coronavirus pandemic.

Harris also tapped into
the nationwide protests over
racial disparities and police
violence, saying “we’re expe-
riencing a moral reckoning
with racism and systemic in-
justice that has brought a new
coalition of conscience to the
streets of our country demand-

ing change.”

The first debut of the Dem-
ocratic duo came as Biden led
Trump in most national polls
and in swing states like Flori-
da and Wisconsin.

The former vice-president,
who will face Trump in No-
vember’s election, promised
that a Biden-Harris adminis-
tration will do what it takes to
“turn the corner on this pan-
demic.”

Biden, 77, announced Har-
ris as his running mate on
Tuesday afternoon, thrilling
black lawmakers and activists
and drawing enthusiasm for
the Democratic ticket.

He said, in their first joint
appearance on Wednesday,
Harris’ story as the child of
immigrants and a woman of
color who fought her way to
the top ranks of US legal and
political circles would inspire
the country.

“Her story’s America’s sto-
ry,” Biden said. “She’s worked
hard (and) she’s never backed
down from a challenge.”

Joe Biden raises $26 mn in 24 hours after
Kamala Harris VP announcement

Agencies

Washington: Joe Biden raised
$26 million in the 24 hours after
he named Kamala Harris as his
running mate, doubling his pre-
vious one-day record and signal-
ing enthusiasm among Demo-
crats following the selection of
the first Black woman on a ma-
jor party’s presidential ticket.

“It’s really  palpable,
the excitement,” Biden said
Wednesday.

The campaign hopes the
haul is the beginning of a pro-
lific fundraising push in the
final stretch before Election
Day. Democrats are close to
matching, if not surpassing,
the massive $300 million cash
stockpile President Donald
Trump and Republicans re-
ported in July.

Harris is expected to play
a key role in that effort. She
joined Biden in Delaware on
Wednesday for their first fun-
draiser together as running
mates and talked to grassroots
donors about how her parents’
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activism inspired her interest
in politics.

“This is a campaign that
really fuels my hope because
it is about knowing that this is
fighting for something and not
against something and it’s fight-
ing for the best we are as a na-
tion,” Harris said. “It’s fighting
for the best of who we can be.”

With large in-person events
out of the question because of
the pandemic, the campaign
has an aggressive schedule of
online fundraisers planned for
Harris. That could play to one
of her political strengths and
offset an area where Biden has
sometimes struggled.

Harris already has a robust
network of donors in her native
California, a state that has long
been referred to as the ATM of
the Democratic Party. She can
rake in cash from Wall Street.
And Harris, who is also of Asian
descent, has the potential to
bring new money into the Demo-
cratic fold because of the histor-
ic nature of her candidacy.

“To have someone on the
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ticket whose mother is from the
south of India is a dream come
true,” said Swadesh Chatterjee,
a businessman from North Caro-
lina who also raises money for
political candidates. “You will
see more fundraising from the
Indian American community.”

Lisa Hernandez Gioia,
who was a deputy finance di-
rector for Hillary Clinton’s
2016 campaign, called Harris a
“fundraiser’s dream.”

“Donors already have an
eagerness,” she said. “She adds
the star power that will be like
an afternoon shot of espresso to
the campaign’s fundraising.”

Before it was clear he
would win the Democratic
nomination, Biden was never
a particularly successful fun-
draiser. As a longtime senator
from Delaware, a small, sol-
idly blue state, he never had
to cultivate a national network
of donors. And party fundrais-
ers have long grumbled that he
lacked the same touch with do-
nors that he has shown when
working a rope line.

Wings From Brazil Test
Positive For Coronavirus

Agencies

Beijing: Consumers in the
Chinese city of Shenzhen have
been urged to exercise caution
when buying imported frozen
food after a surface sample
of chicken wings from Brazil
tested positive for coronavi-
rus, according to a statement
from the local government.
The positive sample ap-
pears to have been taken from
the surface of the meat, while
previously reported positive
cases from other Chinese cities
have been from the surface of
packaging on imported frozen

—

seafood.

The chicken came from
an Aurora Alimentos plant
in the southern state of Santa
Catarina, according to a reg-
istration number given in the
statement.

Virus tests of people who
have possibly come into con-
tact with the product, and
tests of related products, all
came back negative, the state-
ment said. Consumers should
be cautious when buying im-
ported frozen foods and aquat-
ic products, the government
added.

Three packaging samples
of imported frozen seafood
tested positive for Covid-19
in Yantai, a northern city of
China’s Shandong province,
the city government said on
its official Weibo account on
Tuesday. State television on
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Wednesday reported that the
outside of an Ecuador frozen
shrimp package tested posi-
tive for the virus in a restau-
rant in Wuhu, a city in Chi-
na’s Anhui province.

Google turning phones into
earthquake detectors

Agencies

California: Google added an
earthquake alert system in
California on Tuesday, saying
it is working on letting An-
droid-powered smartphones
double as tremor detectors.
Android phones will re-
ceive warnings triggered by
a “ShakeAlert” earthquake
early-warning system imple-
mented on the West Coast by

needed,” principal software
engineer Marc Stogaitis said
in a blog post.

People anywhere with
smartphones powered by
Google’s Android operating
software were also invited to
let handsets be part of a crowd-
sourced network for detecting
earthquakes.

Smartphones are typically
equipped with tiny acceler-
ometers that sense movement

the US Geological Survey and
partners.

ShakeAlert uses signals
from hundreds of seismom-
eters across the state to trig-
ger warning messages that
“an earthquake has begun and
shaking is imminent,” accord-
ing to the system’s website.

“We saw an opportunity to
use Android to provide people
with timely, helpful earth-
quake information when they
search, as well as a few seconds
warning to get themselves and
their loved ones to safety if

and can catch shaking caused
by earthquakes, according to
Stogaitis. “This means your
Android phone can be a mini
seismometer, joining millions
of other Android phones out
there to form the world’s larg-
est earthquake detection net-
work,” Stogaitis said.

Phones that detect what
might be earthquake activ-
ity can automatically send a
signal to a data centre, where
computers quickly determine
whether a quake is happening,
according to Google.

shington: Taking the center

stage of American politics for

the first time after becoming

the presumptive vice-presi-

dential nominee of the Democratic party,

Indian-origin Senator Kamala Harris re-

membered her mother Shyamala Gopalan,

saying it was she who taught her not to sit

and complain about things during the time
of problem but do something to improve it.

Presumptive Democratic party presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden on Tuesday named
55-year-old Harris as his vice presidential
running mate, making history by selecting
the first black woman to compete on a major
party’s presidential ticket.

Making her first appearance along with
Biden in Wilmington in Delaware, Harris
said her mother had a great role in her life.

“My mother, Shyamala, raised my sis-
ter Maya and me to believe that it was up
to us, and every generation of Americans,
to keep on marching. She’d tell us, Don’t

“Don’t Complain, Do Something”: What
Kamala Harris Learnt From Her Mother

sit around and complain about things, do
something,” Harris during her appearance
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Harris, whose father is from Jamaica
and mother an Indian, is currently the US
Senator from California.

“You know, my mother and father, they
came from opposite sides of the world to ar-

rive in America, one from India and the oth-
er from Jamaica, in search of a world-class
education,” she said.

Harris’ mother Shyamala was a breast-
cancer specialist who emigrated from Tamil
Nadu in 1960 to pursue a doctorate in en-
docrinology at the University of California
Berkeley. Father Donald J Harris, who mi-
grated from British Jamaica in 1961, is a
Stanford University emeritus professor of
economics.

“What brought them together was the
Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, and
that’s how they met as students in the streets
of Oakland, marching and shouting for this
thing called justice, in a struggle that contin-
ues today,” Harris said.

“And I was part of it. My parents would
bring me to protests, strapped tightly in my
stroller. And my mother, Shyamala, raised
my sister Maya and me to believe that it was
up to us, and every generation of Ameri-
cans, to keep on marching,” she said.

Top Muslim Brotherhood
leader dies in Cairo prison

senior leader of the out-

lawed Muslim Brother-

hood movement has died

of a heart attack in the no-
torious Tora Prison in Cairo, Egyp-
tian security sources have said.

Essam el-Erian, who was sen-
tenced to several life sentences fol-
lowing the military coup against
Egypt’s first democratically elected
president Mohamed Morsi, died at the age
of 66.

El-Erian had been moved to a prison hos-
pital after suffering a heart attack and died
during treatment, two prison sources told
Reuters news agency.

“We were informed of his death by pris-
on authorities ... they told us the death was
natural,” a lawyer representing the Muslim
Brotherhood, Abdel Moneim Abdel-Mag-
soud, said in a statement to local media.

He said he received a call on Wednesday
from the prison authority informing him of
el-Erian’s death.

“I don’t know whether he

died in prison or in hospital,”

he told Anadolu news agency. “I

informed his family of his death

to start the funeral procedures.”

According to Abdul-Mag-

soud, he and el-Erian’s family

have not been able to see him

for about six months after the

authorities suspended visits to

prisons, claiming a precautionary measure
to combat the coronavirus.

El-Erian had complained in previous
court sessions of being prevented from treat-
ment and being subjected to medical negli-
gence. Egypt’s public prosecutor had no im-
mediate comment.

Relatives of other high-profile Islamist
prisoners at Tora had previously raised con-
cerns about their health, saying they were
being held in poor conditions without ade-
quate healthcare. Egyptian authorities have
denied mistreating prisoners or neglecting
their health.
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Amid Covid, Some Conflict
Actors "Sponsor Opportunistic
Terror": India At UN

UNITED NATIONS: India at
the UN said on Wednesday
that some conflict actors are
exploiting the current un-
certain climate to press their
agendas through misinfor-
mation and even sponsor op-
portunistic terrorist attacks.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has adversely impacted the
initiatives that contribute to
peacebuilding and exacerbated
conflict situations, India said
in a statement at a high-level
open debate of the UN Security
Council on 'Pandemics and the
Challenges of Sustaining Peace".
"We are in the midst of

the COVID-19 pandemic that
has caused global disrup-
tion on a scale that has not
been experienced before by
this generation," it said. "The
pandemic is still raging and
its implications, though hard
to foretell in exact terms, is
certain to be profound and
multidimensional,” it said.
India recalled that UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres had outlined sev-
eral trends related to the
pandemic with implications
for conflict prevention, in-
cluding erosion of trust in
public institutions and rise
in societal tensions associ-
ated with national govern-
ment's response measures.
"Some conflict actors are
also exploiting the current
climate of uncertainty to
press their agendas, includ-
ing through the spread of
misinformation to foment
discord and violence and
even Sponsor opportunistic
terrorist attacks,” India said in
the statement. India further
stressed that peacebuilders
must mobilise to identify and
counter misinformation.
"Community engagement
and effective communica-
tion are critical to combat
the 'infodemic" of false in-
formation that often drives
fear and division," the coun-
try said. India, which is among
the largest troop-contributing
countries to the UN peacekeep-

ing operations, highlighted that
the pandemic has impacted
adversely almost all initiatives
which usually go on to contrib-
ute to peacebuilding.

"In some ways, it has
served to exacerbate conflict
situations to the extent that
we now have to tackle more
strife and conflict as well as a
growing humanitarian crisis
rather than address some of
the other important issues
relating to peacebuilding.

"This is where our current
challenge lies. How do we
prioritise between various
needs?" it said. India under-
lined the need for national
governments to support and
engage local peacebuilders
to help design and lead CO-
VID-19 sensitisation and re-
sponse efforts "to help miti-
gate further conflict, prevent
violence, adapt and sustain
peace processes, and rebuild
social cohesion.”

Also of "vital importance”
is that efforts are focused
towards preventing a "lapse
and relapse" into conflict.

"Poverty and lack of oppor-
tunity pose some of the most
formidable barriers to sustain-
able peace. Development is,
therefore, critical and should
have the attention of the inter-
national community," it said.

In the context of the pan-
demic, India suggested that
the immediate focus of the
international ~ community
should be on ensuring that
the humanitarian needs of
the community, which are in
a conflict, are met so that lack
of availability of minimum
needs itself does not become
a matter of greater conflict.

Further, India under-
lined that if peacebuild-
ing has to endure then it
should rest on institutions
and not on individuals.

"Consequently,  strength-
ening of national institutions
combined with strengthen-
ing of democratic structures
should not be compromised
in the face of the crisis brought
about by the pandemic,” the
country said, adding that "it
is only when institutions are
strong, and other factors, like
addressing equitably the needs
of the conflicted communities
and strengthening of human
rights, can be effective."

Ram Temple Trust Head
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das
Tests Positive For Coronavirus

LUCKNOW/MATHURA: The
head of the Ram temple trust,
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das
(80), tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on Thursday and was
rushed to the Medanta hospi-
tal in Gurgaon, officials said.

According to the officials,
Das was rushed to the Gurg-
aon hospital on instructions
from Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

"A team of doctors tested
him for COVID-19 after the
district administration was in-
formed in the morning that he
was feeling uneasy,” Mathura
District Magistrate (DM) Sar-
vagya Ram Mishra said.

He added that the process
to identify those who had
come in contact with Das in
the recent past has started.

Adityanath has spoken
to Mishra as also to Dr Na-
resh Trehan, the chairman
and managing director of

the Medanta hospital, and
requested for immediate
medical attention to Das, the
officials said.

Das, who is also the presi-
dent of the Sri Krishna Jan-
mabhoomi Nyas, was at the
Sri Krishna Janmasthan in
Mathura till 1.30 am. He had
performed the "abhishek"
of the deity at the Bhagwat
Bhavan from 11 pm to 1 am,
Gopeshwar Nath Chaturvedi,
a member of the Sri Krishna
Janmasthan Seva Sansthan,
said, adding that till then, he
had not complained about
his health.

On August 5, Das shared
the dais with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Adityanath,
Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel and RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat at the
groundbreaking ceremony
for the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya. PTI

KASHMIR OBSERVER

A WOMAN in Kashmiri attire at the Full Dress Rehearsal for Independence Day in Srinagar
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PM Unveils New Tax Platform, Says Tax Paying
To Become Seamless, Painless, Faceless

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday launched a plat-
form to honour the honest taxpayers
of the country. He said that it will be
a new milestone in the structural re-
forms initiaited by the government.

"The government is now focus-
sing on making tax-paying seam-
less, painless, faceless. Faceless as it
shouldn't matter who is paying tax
and who is tax officer," said PM Modi
in his video conference address.

“The ‘Transparent Taxation - Hon-
oring The Honest’ platform will bring
in faceless assessment, faceless ap-
peal, and taxpayers’ charter. Faceless
assessment & taxpayers charter come
in force from today, whereas faceless
appeal service will be available from
September 25,” PM Modi said.

"The taxpayer will now be giv-
en the respect they deserve. The
taxpayer will now be trusted, not
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(tax)

looked at with doubt. The (tax) de-
partment will have to carry out the
steps and processes in a time-bound
manner," PM Modi said.

Asking people to pay taxes due
to them, Modi said while it is the
responsibility of tax officers to deal

with taxpayers with dignity, people
should also consider paying taxes as
their responsibility.

Fundamental reforms were need-
ed in Indian tax system, he said, add-
ing India is among the nations with
lowest corporate tax rates.

The Budget for fiscal 2021 had an-
nounced a "taxpayer charter", which
is expected to have statutory status
and will empower citizens by en-
suring time-bound services by the
Income Tax Department. This has
come into effect now.

The Central Board of Direct Taxes or
CBDT has carried out several major tax
reforms in direct taxes in the recent
years, the statement pointed out. Last
year, corporate tax rates were reduced
from 30 per cent to 22 per cent, and
for new manufacturing units, the rates
were reduced to 15 per cent. Dividend
distribution tax was abolished.

Supreme Court Allows Prashant Bhushan,
Others To Withdraw Plea On Contempt Law

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
Thursday allowed former Union
minister Arun Shourie, veteran jour-
nalist N Ram and activist-lawyer
Prashant Bhushan to withdraw their
plea challenging the constitutional
validity of a legal provision dealing
with criminal contempt.

A bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra was informed by senior ad-
vocate Rajeev Dhavan, who was
representing the petitioners, that
they want to withdraw the plea as
several petitions on the same issue
are pending before the apex court
and they don't want "this to be en-
tangled" with them.

The bench, also comprising Jus-
tices BR Gavai and Krishna Murari,
allowed the petition to be with-
drawn with liberty to the petitioners
to approach the appropriate judicial
forum, except the apex court.

During the brief hearing conducted
through video-conferencing, Dhavan
said that at this stage the petitioners
want to withdraw the plea with lib-
erty to approach the top court again,
maybe after two months.

The petitioners had challenged
the constitutional validity of a legal
provision dealing with criminal con-
tempt for "scandalizing the court”,
saying it was violative of freedom of
speech and right to equality.

Earlier, on August 8, a reliable of-
ficial source had said that the apex
court administration had called for
an explanation from officials con-
cerned over the listing of the plea
for hearing on August 10 before an-
other bench of the top court com-

—_—

prising Justices D Y Chandrachud
and K M Joseph.

However, on the same day, the
matter was dropped from the list of
business.

Later, the matter was listed for
hearing before a bench headed by
Justice Mishra, who is already deal-
ing with two separate contempt
cases against Bhushan.

The top court sources had said
that along with the fresh petition,
Shourie, Ram and Bhushan also
moved an application seeking stay
on the proceedings in the two con-
tempt cases pending against the
activist lawyer.

"It is a cardinal principle of law
that a coordinate bench cannot stay
the proceedings or on-going cases
which are pending before other
similar bench. This would have cre-
ated a problem as one court cannot
stay the proceedings of other court
having the same jurisdiction," the
source had said on August 10.

The petition had challenged the
validity of Section 2(1)(c) of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 as be-
ing vague, unconstitutional and in-
compatible with the basic features
of the Constitution.

The provision defines what consti-
tutes criminal contempt and says that
if by way of publication of words, the
dignity of the courts is lowered and
if they scandalize the courts then
the offence of contempt of court is
deemed to have been committed.

The petition alleged the provision
violated the freedom of speech and
expression.

The filing of the plea challeng-
ing the validity of the provision as-
sumed significance in view of the
fact that a bench headed by Justice
Mishra on July 22 had issued a show
cause notice to Bhushan after taking
note of a petition urging it to initi-
ate criminal contempt proceedings
against him for his alleged tweets
against the judiciary.

The apex court had on August 5
reserved its verdict on the suo motu
contempt case against Bhushan.

The top court is also seized of
another criminal contempt case
against Bhushan which was initi-
ated in 2009 over his alleged com-
ments against former CJIs in an in-
terview given to a magazine.

The top court on August 10 had
said further hearing was required
in the 2009 criminal contempt case
against Bhushan and journalist Ta-
run Tejpal to examine whether com-
ments on "corruption” against judges
per se amounted to contempt or not.
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Zydus Cadila Launches
Cheapest Remdesivir In India

rug firm Zydus Ca-
dila on Thursday
said it has launched
Remdesivir under
the brand name Remdac,
used to treat patients suffer-
ing from severe symptoms of
COVID-19, in the Indian mar-
ket. Priced at Rs 2,800 per
100 mg vial, Remdac is the
most economical Remdesivir
brand in India, Zydus Cadila
said in a regulatory filing.

The company said the
drug will be made available
across India through the
group's strong distribution
chain reaching out to gov-
ernment and private hospi-
tals treating COVID-19 pa-
tients. “Remdac is the most
affordable drug as we would
like to enable patients to
have access to this critical
drug in the treatment of CO-
VID-19,” Cadila Healthcare
Managing Director Dr Shar-
vil Patel said.

Through the course of this
pandemic, the company’s ef-
forts have been focused on
supporting people in this
healthcare crisis, whether it
is through developing vac-
cines, ramping up production
and distribution of critical
drugs and therapies, making
diagnostic tests available or
exploring new treatment op-
tions, Patel added.

In June this year, Zydus had
entered into a non-exclusive
agreement with Gilead Sci-

ences Inc to manufacture
and sell Remdesivir, the in-
vestigational drug, which has
been issued an emergency
use authorisation by the US
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (USFDA) to treat patients
suffering from severe symp-
toms of COVID-19.

The active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredient (API) for the
drug has been developed
and manufactured at the
group's APl manufacturing
facilities in Gujarat. Zydus
Cadila's vaccine candidate
ZyCov-D is now in phase Il of
the clinical trials.

Shares of Cadila Healthcare,
the listed entity of the group,
were trading at Rs 387 apiece
on BSE, 0.44 per cent higher
against their previous close.

‘ ‘ REMDAC IS THE MOST AFFORDABLE
drug as we would like to enable patients to have
access to this critical drug in the treatment of

COVID-19,” Cadila Healthcare Managing Director Dr

Sharvil Patel said.

Setting An Example Of
Communal Amity, Muslims Form

BENGALURU: Youth, in-
cluding those from a mi-
nority community, decided
to protect a temple when a
mob was going on a ram-
page here after being irked
over a social media post on
an allegedly communally
sensitive issue.

A video of the youth
quickly forming the human
chain to protect the Hanu-
man temple on Shampura
Main Road has gone viral,
even as the mob was indulg-
ing in arson.

The human chain was
formed on Tuesday night
as a result of some quick
thinking while violence sent
shock waves across DJ Halli,
KG Halli and neighbouring
areas of Pulakeshinagar.

"We saw the rioters com-
ing in groups towards the
temple and their intention
seemed to damage it. Then
we decided to form a hu-
man chain to protect it," a
youth who wished not to be
named, said.

He expressed fear that
any damage to the temple

could have
things further.

On Tuesday night, a mob
had gone on the rampage at
Pulakeshinagar irked over
the social media post alleg-
edly put out by a Congress
legislator's relative, with the
government terming the vi-
olence as a well-planned act.

Three persons were killed
when police opened fire to
quell the mob and scores
of others, including over 50
police personnel, sustained
injuries in the violence that
stretched till the wee hours
of Wednesday.

The mob had set on fire
the DJ Halli Police Station,
besides damaging Pulakeshi-
nagar Congress MLA Akhan-
da Srinivasa Murthy's proper-
ty for his nephew Naveen had
allegedly posted some objec-
tionable content in the social
media about a week ago.

State Revenue Minister R
Ashoka had dubbed the vio-
lence pre-planned with an
intention to spread it in oth-
er parts of the city. Naveen
has also been arrested.

complicated
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28-Year-Old UP Man Bludgeons
Father To Death For Snoring

PILIBHIT (UTTAR PRADESH): Did
all work and no sleep lead to a
case of fatricide?

A 28-year-old man in Uttar
Pradesh’s Pilibhit district has
killed his father for disturbing
his peaceful slumber with his
snoring.

Naveen, the elder son of Ram
Swarup, apparently bludgeoned
his father's head in with a club
when he began snoring. The

65-year-old victim was rushed
to the Puranpur community
health centre where doctors
declared him brought dead. His
body was sent for post-mortem.

Naveen has been arrested by
the police after Manoj filed a
written complaint against his
elder brother. The accused has
been booked under Section 302
(murder) of IPC.

According to reports, the
incident took place in Sondha
village on Tuesday night. Manoj
was at his maternal uncle's
house with his mother on the
night of the incident.

Seramau North SHO Pushkar
Singh said that the accused was
known to abuse and physically
assault his father for his snoring
habit. IANS

Kareena Kapoor and Saif
Ali Khan are expecting
their second child
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Ever since Kareena Kapoor and Saif Ali Khan's
little one stepped into the world, the media has
been obsessed with Taimur Ali Khan, giving the
little prince true royal status.

The star parents have once again, announced
that they are expecting their second child.

“We are very pleased to announce that we are
expecting an addition to our family! Thank you to
all our well wishers for all their love and support.
Saif and Kareena,” read their official statement.

Since then, social media too, has been celebrat-
ing, in a way it knows best - through memes!

ModiLongest Serving
Non-Congress PM

Narendra Modi has become the longest serv-
ing non-Congress prime minister and the
fourth longest serving overall, the party not-
ed on Thursday.

"Today,
PM Narendra
Modi becomes
the fourth
longest  serv-
ing PM in the
history of In- il
dia! He now Bl
also holds the ey
distinction of )’t ) L
being the longest serving non-Congress PM.
Vajpayee ji served for 2,268 days, with all his
terms put together. Today PM Modi has sur-
passed that duration,” BJP IT department in-
charge Amit Malviya tweeted.

Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Manmo-
han Singh, all from the Congress, are the three lon-
gest serving Indian prime minister in that order.
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