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LG Assures Better Security To Panchayat Reps

Newly-appointed Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday promised better security arrange-
ment for grassroots level elected leaders but asked them to 

take precautionary measures as well.
"Many people have spoken about security issues. We have lost several 
colleagues recently...My sympathies and the administration stand with 
their families. "Whatever possible security arrangements have P-02
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News Digest 
CRPF Inspector 
Shoots Self

3 Arrested For 
‘Funding’ Militancy

53 New COVID-19 
Cases In Ladakh

Police Rescue 
Abducted Girl

Police Cracks Theft 
Cases, 2 Held

Srinagar: A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) officer on Wednesday 
was critically wounded after he 
allegedly shot himself with his 
service rifle in this capital city.
M.Damodar from CRPF 141 bat-
talion shot himself with his service 
weapon at his camp here on 
Wednesday, reports said. 
He was moved to the SMHS hos-
pital where his condition was said 
to be stable. “He shot himself with 
his service rifle,” Srinagar based 
CRPF PRO Pankaj Singh said. An 
investigation has been started by 
the CRPF in the incident.

Srinagar: Police on Wednesday 
claimed to have busted a militant 
funding module of Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) by arresting three people in 
north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.
Irshad Ahmad Sheikh, Mohmad 
Junaid Wani and Raj Mohammad 
Khan were arrested by Bandipora 
police on the basis of a credible 
input, a police spokesperson said. 
The trio, he said were running a 
militant funding module of LeT and 
were in touch with their handlers 
in PcK. “Incriminating materials 
including cash Rs 4 lakhs have been 
recovered from their possession 
and Rs1lakh in bank P-02

Leh: A total of 53 fresh COVID-19 
cases were reported in Ladakh, 
taking the Union Territory's tally 
to 1,770, officials said on Wednes-
day. Ladakh accounted for nine 
coronavirus-related deaths, while 
1,255 patients have recovered 
from the disease since its 
outbreak in March. The officials 
said while 28 fresh cases of the 
infection were detected in Kargil, 
25 were reported in Leh district.
Among the 1,770 cases recorded 
in Ladakh so far, 931 were re-
ported in Kargil and 839 in Leh, 
they said, adding that 742 patients 
(82 per cent) recovered P-02

Srinagar: Police on Wednesday 
foiled an attempt of a youth to 
abduct a girl in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district. According to 
the reports, a police team noticed 
a speedy vehicle passing through 
Chinad area of the district in which 
a girl was seen crying. The police 
chased the vehicle and rescued 
the girl, who was allegedly being 
abducted by a youth identified as 
Irshad Ahmad Hajam of Putkha.
Quoting an unnamed police officer, 
news agency KNS reported that 
the driver fled from the area after 
the cops chased him. P-02

Srinagar: Police on Wednesday 
claimed to have solved two 
separate theft cases by arresting 
two burglars in Baramulla district 
and recovering stolen property 
from their possession. A police 
spokesperson said that a woman 
Nusrat Manzoor of Khanpora, 
Baramulla reported in police post 
Delina that during intervening night 
of 26/27.07.2020 some unknown 
burglars broke open the institute of 
information technology near higher 
secondary ground Delina and took 
away 04 laptops, 02 computers, 
UPS 02 no’s, 04 chargers P-02

Hizb Commander, Soldier 
Killed In Pulwama Encounter
Militant Ambush Leaves Army Man Injured In Sopore

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: A top commander 
of Hizbul Mujahideen and an 
army man were killed while a 
soldier was injured on Wednes-
day in two separate gunfights 
in Pulwama and Baramulla dis-
tricts of the Valley.

State forces launched a search 
operation in an orchard in Kam-
razipora village of Pulwama in the 
early hours of the day on receiving 
information about the presence of 
militants there, they said.

The officials said the search op-
eration turned into an encounter 
after militants opened fire on the 
personnel, injuring two soldiers.

The injured were rushed to ar-
my’s 92 Base hospital in Srinagar, 
where one of them succumbed to 
his injuries, they said.

In the gunfight, one militant 
was also killed, they added.

Director General of Police Dil-
bagh Singh identified the mili-
tant as Hizb Commander Azaad 
Lelhari of Pulwama

 “Azaad Lelhari was involved in 
the killing of police head consta-
ble Anoop Singh on 22 May 2020 
at Prichu Pulwama where he fired 
at a Naka party,” Singh said.

He said six FIRs PAGE 02

Russia Rejects 
Safety Concerns Over 
Covid-19 Vaccine
MOSCOW: Russia said on 
Wednesday the first batch of its 
Covid-19 vaccine would be ready 
for some medics within two 
weeks and rejected as "ground-
less" safety concerns aired by 
some experts over Moscow's 
rapid approval of the drug.

President Vladimir Putin said 
on Tuesday that Russia had be-
come the first country to grant 
regulatory approval to a COV-
ID-19 vaccine, after less than two 
months of human testing.

The vaccine has not yet com-
pleted its final trials. Only about 
10% of clinical trials are suc-
cessful and some scientists fear 
Moscow may be putting national 
prestige before safety.

"It seems our foreign col-
leagues are sensing the specific 
competitive advantages of the 
Russian drug and are trying to 
express opinions that in our 
opinion are completely ground-
less," Health Minister Mikhail 
Murashko said on Wednesday.

He said the vaccine developed 
by Moscow's Gamaleya Institute 
would be administered to people, 
including doctors, on a voluntary 
basis, and would be ready soon.

"The first packages of the 
medical vaccine against the coro-
navirus infection will be received 
within the next two weeks, pri-
marily for doctors," he said.

Alexander Gintsburg, director 
of the Gamaleya Institute, said 
clinical trials would be published 
once they have been P-02 

8 More Covid-19 Deaths 
In J&K, Toll Reaches 500
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus fatali-
ties crossed 500-mark in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Wednes-
day as eight more people 
succumbed to the deadly in-
fection in the Union territory 
during the last 24 hours.

Srinagar, this capital city 
reported three new Covid-19 
deaths, while Kupwara two 
and one each from Baram-
ulla, Pulwama and Ganderbal 
districts, official sources said. 
The victims from Srinagar 
included a 70-year-old 
man from Lal Bazar 
who was admitted 
to SKIMS Soura 
on July 24.

The other two 
fatalities include a 
60-year-old man from 
Nawab Bazar, admitted 
with Pneumonia to the hospi-
tal on August 4, and a 68-year-
old-man from Rainawari who 
was admitted to SMHS hospital 
on August 6, sources said. 

Regarding the latter, a se-
nior doctor at the hospital said 

that he was suffering 
from Chronic Obstruc-

tive Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD) and bilateral 

Pneumonia.
Regarding Pulwama victim, 

sources said the 80-year-old 
woman from Waspora Mur-
ran came positive for covid-19 
today. She had underlying re-
nal failure and died on way to 
district hospital Pulwama, the 
sources added.  PAGE 02

DAK Prez, Senior 
Police Officer Among 
482 New Cases

Jammu and Kashmir re-
ported on Wednesday 
482 new cases of Co-

vid-19, including President 
Doctors Association (DAK) 
Kashmir, a senior police 
officer and ten security 
personnel, taking the total 
number of infected people 
across the Union territory 
to 26413.   While 376 new 
cases were reported from 
the Kashmir valley, the 
remaining 106 P-02 

REGARDING PULWAMA VICTIM, 
sources said the 80-year-old woman from 
Waspora Murran came positive for covid-19 today. 

She had underlying renal failure and died on way to 
district hospital Pulwama, the sources added.  

MCI Declares Medical Degrees 
Obtained From PaK Invalid

We Need To Introspect What J&K Has 
Got In The Past 70 Years: LG

AI Calls Shopian Killings 
‘Extra Judicial Murders’ 

Army Considers Resettling Kashmiri 
Youth Who Give Up Arms

No Loan, Oil Supply For 
Pakistan: Saudi

Guns Roar Along LoC In Rajouri

India and Pakistan troops on Wednesday exchanged heavy 
gunfire along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district of 
Jammu province. The Pakistani army violated ceasefire by 

using heavy fire and mortar shells to target forward areas along 
the LoC in Rajouri district, prompting a befitting response from the 
security forces, officials said. P-02

Lashkar Militant 
Held In Hajin: Police

Police on Wednesday 
claimed to have ar-
rested a Lashkar-e- Taiba 

militant from Hajin area of 
Bandipora district. P-02

Searches Conducted 
In City Centre

Government forces on 
Wednesday carried out 
a search operation in Abi 

Guzar area of the City Centre.A 
posse of Special P-02

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Prominent human 
rights body Amnesty International 
on Wednesday demanded an in-
dependent and transparent probe 
into the alleged fake encounter of 
three Rajouri youth by government 
forces in south Kashmir’s Shopian 
district last month.

"Amnesty International India 
calls for the extrajudicial execution 
to be investigated and prosecuted 
by independent civilian authorities. 
Civilian investigations and trials 
offer a degree of transparency and 
independence that is missing from 
the military justice system," Execu-

tive Director Avinash Kumar said 
in a statement issued to media on 
Wednesday.

The Amnesty statement further 
said that the UN Human Rights 
Committee, which monitors the 
implementation of the Internation-
al Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), to which India is a 
state party has stated that in cases 
of human rights violations by secu-
rity forces, investigations should be 
carried out by civilian authorities in 
order to ensure independence. 

“This has also been affirmed by 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Independence of Judges and Law-
yers. The Supreme Court PAGE 02

Agencies

NEW DELHI: India is considering 
offering young Kashmiri militants 
an escape from a life of violence 
by temporarily resettling them in 
more peaceful parts of the country, 
according to the top military com-
mander in the Kashmir Valley.

Lieutenant General BS Raju re-
vealed the plan for a new scheme 
to offer a way out of militancy 

during a telephone interview 
from his headquarters in Sri-
nagar, Kashmir's main city.

He told Reuters that recom-
mendations had been submit-
ted to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's government and that the 
plan, while not finalised, was in 
an advanced stage.

"These are young boys who 
need to be taken care of for a pe-
riod of time," Raju said, adding 

that could involve temporarily 
settling them outside of Muslim-
majority Kashmir.

Past efforts to persuade fight-
ers to put down their guns have 
had mixed success. But Raju said 
that the military had recom-
mended that the scheme take a 
longer-term approach to reha-
bilitate ex-militants.

"The bottom-line is that it will 
have a structure that willPAGE 02

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: In a significant move the 
Medical Council of India (MCI) has 
declared the medical degrees ob-
tained from Pakistan administered 
Kashmir (PaK) will not be registered 
and persons possessing such certifi-
cates will not be allowed to practice 
modern medicine in India.

In a notice, R.K. Vats, Secretary 
General of MCI, said: “This is to 
inform all concerned that the en-
tire territories of UT of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh are an 
integral part of India. Pakistan is in 
illegal and forcible occupation of a 
part of the territory”.

The notice further states that 
“accordingly, any medical institu-

tion in Pakistan occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh (POJKL) 
requires permission/recognition 
under IMC Act, 1956. Such permis-
sion has not been granted to any 
medical college in POJKL”.

“Therefore, any qualification ob-
tained from medical colleges locat-
ed in these “illegally occupied areas 
of India” shall not entitle a person 
for grant of registration PAGE 02 

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: The newly appointed 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
said on Wednesday that there was 
a need to introspect what Jammu 
and Kashmir had got in the past 
seven decades.

Addressing an official function 
here at SKICC, Sinha said that the 
month of August has a great sig-
nificance in the history of India.

“We must introspect what J&K 
has got in the past 70 years. A new 
beginning of change has been wit-
nessed by J&K and the UT Govern-
ment is trying to push the agenda 
of development and progress for-
ward. J&K’s development and the 

welfare of its people is the top most 
priority of the Central and the UT 
Government,” Sinha said.

He said that the last two years 
have seen a massive developmen-
tal push with unprecedented ac-
celeration of developmental works 
and projects in J&K and the impact 
has been visible on the ground.

“The focus of the J&K Govern-
ment in the last 2 years has been to 
give people a voice by strengthen-
ing grassroots democracy and em-
powering institutions of local self-
government through participatory 
governance,” he said.

 “Let us all come together to fulfil 
Gandhiji’s dream of PAGE 02

Agencies 

LONDON: With Saudi Arabia ending 
loan and oil supply to Pakistan, the 
decade-long friendship between the 
two countries has finally ended, re-
ported Middle East Monitor.

Pakistan was also made to pay back 
USD 1 billion to Saudi Arabia, which 
was part of a $6.2 billion package an-
nounced by Saudi Arabia in Novem-
ber 2018, which included a total of $3 
billion in loans and an oil credit facil-
ity amounting to $3.2 billion.

The deals were then signed when 
Crown Prince Muhammed Bin 
Salman made a visit to Pakistan in 
February last year, the Middle East 
Monitor reported.

This development came after Paki-
stan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi had given a blunt warning to 
Saudi Arabia-led Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) for not taking a stance 
against India over the Kashmir issue.

Qureshi was quoted as saying by 
the ARY channel, "If you cannot con-
vene it, then I'll be compelled to ask 
Prime Minister Imran KhanPAGE 02

Pak Seeks US Help On 
Kashmir, Again 

Pakistan on Tuesday urged 
United States to intervene 
and diffuse tensions with 

India over the lingering Kashmir 
issue. In a virtual conference 
with Ambassador David Hale, US 
Under Secretary for Political Af-
fairs at the US State Department, 
Pakistan Foreign Secretary Sohail 
Mahmood said that it was im-
perative to take steps to prevent 
escalation of tensions P-02

Interview | Shah Faesal: ‘I Want To Move On And Live A Productive Life’
Auqib Javeed

AS his recent resignation 
continues to draw online 
fun and fury, former bu-
reaucrat in his defense 

says that he’s just accepting his 
weaknesses and moving on.

But Shah Faesal’s decision has 
already made him “a disillusioned 
monk who once sold his Ferrari” 
for the “cause best known to him” 
for his detractors.

However, the doctor-turned-
bureaucrat-turned-politician-
turned… terms the rage over his 
reason as gratuitous.

In a chat with Kashmir Observer, 
Shah Faesal talks about his depar-
ture from politics, his frizzled defi-
ance, and his desire for a ‘produc-
tive life’.

Do you call yourself now – a 
separatist or a stooge?

One side has been calling me 
separatist and the other side 
stooge. That is a proof I am neither 
of the two.

Detractors accuse you of being 
an inconsistent man with no clar-
ity of purpose.

Detractors are welcome to re-
place me and jump into my shoes. 
If I failed in doing something they 
are welcome to do it.

From a doctor to bureaucrat to 
politician and now what? Why 
this turnaround?

Life is a journey. I experimented 
with life and got many successes 
and many failures. There is no 
turnaround. I’m just accepting my 
weaknesses and moving on.

There’re reports in New Delhi 

media that you will be part of an 
advisory council?

I have absolutely no idea.

We saw stalwart politicians biting 
the dust on August 5. Do you think 
you can still make a difference?

There is nothing like biting the 
dust. Mainstream politics will al-
ways remain important in a de-
mocracy. Same people will rule 
again tomorrow. Wait and watch.

Can we call you a failed politi-
cian now?

You can call me anything. It 
doesn’t hurt you. I’m a better hu-
man being now. Even if I’m a failed 
politician.

Social media is abuzz with 
people wondering whether you 
will return their money and as-
sets they donated you when you 
launched the party?

We got six lac one hundred ru-
pees. Those who are used to abus-
ing me will go to any extent in 
spreading lies. I have not spent a 
penny on myself and the facts are 
in public domain. PAGE 02

Fate Of ‘Abducted’ 
Soldier Unknown
SRINAGAR: Ten days after he was 
abducted by suspected militants in 
south Kashmir’s Shopian district, 
the fate of a Territorial Army sol-
dier remains unknown.

A resident of Shopian's Reshipora 
village, Rifleman Shakir of 162 Bat-
talion (TA) was abducted by sus-
pected militants on August 2 and his 
vehicle was found abandoned and 
burnt in south Kashmir’s Kulgam. 
Three days later, his clothes were 
found in Landoora area of Shopian.

“Every morning my relatives and 
locals search several kilometers 
inch by inch in order to find any 
clue about my son, but to no avail,” 
Shakir’s father Manzoor Ahmad 
said Wednesday.

Since August 2, Ahmad says he 
and his family have P-02

No Respite From 
Heat Wave For Now: 
Weatherman
SRINAGAR: Kashmir valley will 
continue to be in the grip of a 
heat wave and there will be no 
respite from the scorching heat 
for the next one week, a senior 
weather department official said 
Wednesday.

Director MeT, Sonam Lotus 
said Wednesday that there is no 
prediction of any major rainfall 
activity in the next one week.

He said that the weather con-
ditions across Kashmir would 
remain hot and humid, adding 
that there is possibility of light 
rainfall in some areas also.

“But, there is no P-02

"THESE ARE YOUNG BOYS WHO NEED TO BE TAKEN CARE 
of for a period of time," Raju said, adding that could involve temporarily settling 
them outside of Muslim-majority Kashmir.
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Hizb Commander, Soldier...
were against Guns Roar Along LoC In Rajouri
Jammu: India and Pakistan troops on Wednesday exchanged 
heavy gunfire along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district 
of Jammu province.
The Pakistani army violated ceasefire by using heavy fire and 
mortar shells to target forward areas along the LoC in Rajouri 
district, prompting a befitting response from the security forces, 
officials said.
"At about 1950 hours today, the Pak army initiated unprovoked 
ceasefire violation by firing with small arms & shelling with 
mortars along the LoC in Nowshera sector of Rajouri district", 
defence spokesman said.
The Indian army retaliated befittingly, he said. 
him for militant related killings. 
“Earlier he was detained under PSA as OGW and became active 
again,” the DGP said, adding that charge sheet had been filed 
against him in two cases earlier.
In a statement issued here, a police spokesperson said that 
keeping in view Covid-19 pandemic, the body of Hizb com-
mander will be sent to Baramulla for his burial and last rites 
after completion of medico-legal formalities.
“The nearest family members of the killed militant were al-
lowed to participate in the last rites at Baramulla,” the police 
spokesperson said.
He said a case under relevant sections of law has been registered 
in Police Station Rajpora and investigation has been initiated.
“People are requested to cooperate with police till the area is 
completely sanitized and cleared of all the explosive materials, 
if any,” the police spokesperson added.
Meanwhile, a soldier was injured in a militant ambush in north 
Kashmir’s Sopore on Wednesday afternoon.
Offcial sources said that suspected militants attacked an army 
vehicle from an orchard near Hygam leaving a soldier of 15 Gar-
wal injured.
The injured soldier was evacuated to hospital, where his condi-
tion is said to be stable.
Soon after the incident, the state forces cordoned off the area 
and launched a manhunt to nab the attackers. (With GNS inputs)

Guns Roar Along LoC...
"At about 1950 hours today, the Pak army initiated unprovoked 
ceasefire violation by firing with small arms & shelling with 
mortars along the LoC in Nowshera sector of Rajouri district", 
defence spokesman said.
The Indian army retaliated befittingly, he said. 

Lashkar Militant Held...
Aquib Ahmad Rather alias Jana of Sahipora, Handwara was ar-
rested from Hajin on the basis of a reliable information about 
the plans of attack by militants and through ground investi-
gation by a joint team of SOG Handwara, SOG Bandipora and 
13 RR, 32 RR and the personnel of 92 battalion CRPF, a police 
spokesperson said Wednesday.
“Incriminating materials including arms and ammunitions were 
recovered from his possession,” the police spokesperson said.
He said that a case FIR No. 77/2020 U/S 7/25 I. A.  Act, 13 18, 20 
ULA (P) Act has been registered in Police Station Kralgund and 
further investigations taken up.

Searches Conducted In City...
Operation Group (SOG) of police personnel appeared on Abi 
Guzar bund and started searches of house boats on the stretch 
from footbridge to Abi Guzar, reports said. The location where 
searches were conducted houses the office of Jammu Kashmir 
Apni Party headed by Syed Altaf Bukhari.
Quoting eyewitnesses, news agency KNT reported that the SOG 
personnel thoroughly conducted searches during which iden-
tity cards of those residing in houseboats were checked.

Russia Rejects Safety...
assessed by Russia's own experts.
He said Russia plans to be able to produce 5 million doses a 
month by December-January.
Kazakhstan plans to send government officials to Moscow later 
this month to discuss possible deliveries of the vaccine, its pres-
idential office said.

8 More Covid-19 Deaths...
As regards the fatality from Ganderbal, sources said that 
60-year-old man from died at SKIMS Soura. 
Regarding the Bandipora fatality, sources said that a 65-year-old 
COPD patient from Baktoor village of Gurez died on the way to 
the hospital.  
One of the victims from Kupwara district, they said, was a 
47-year-old man from Langate who had been admitted SMHS 
hospital with bilateral pneumonia. The other victim, they said, a 
70-year-old man from Kralgund Handwara.  
With these deaths, officials said, 500 people have succumbed to 
the virus in Jammu and Kashmir so far—463 from the Valley and 
37 from Jammu division.
Srinagar district with 160 deaths tops the list followed by 
Baramulla (85), Budgam (36), Anantnag (35), Kulgam (31), Pul-
wama (33), Kupwara (30),  Shopian (24), Jammu (26), Bandipora 
(19), Ganderbal (10), two each in Rajouri, Doda and Udhampur 
besides one each in Ramban, Samba, Poonch, and Kathua. (With 
GNS inputs)

DAK Prez, Senior Police...
were confirmed positive for coronavirus by the officials in the 
Jammu region and included a senior police officer posted in 
Kathua.
Giving district-wise breakup of the cases, official sources said 
Srinagar 88, Baramulla 26, Pulwama 52, Kulgam 17, Shopian 1, 
Anantnag 53, Budgam 29, Kupwara 42, Bandipora 29, Ganderbal 
39, Jammu 42, Rajouri 4, Ramban 5, Kathua 14, Udhampur 2, 
Samba 4, Doda 7, Poonch 16, Reasi 7 and Kishtwar 5.
In Kashmir, Srinagar tops the list with 6438 cases followed by 
Baramulla with 2257, Pulwama 1949, Kulgam 1659, Budgam 
1638, Shopian 1537, Anantnag 1665, Kupwara 1348, Bandipora 
1197and Ganderbal 773.
In Jammu division, Jammu district has 1727 cases, Rajouri 771, 
Ramban 616, Kathua 626, Udhampur 633, Samba 533, Doda 324, 
Poonch 305, Reasi 242 and Kishtwar 175.
Moreover, 544 more COVID-19 patients have recovered and dis-
charged from various hospitals, 88 from Jammu Division and 
456 from Kashmir Division. 

AI Calls Shopian Killings...
of India has also criticised the military justice system and rec-
ommended reforms on a number of occasions. Military law ex-
perts in India have acknowledged inherent defects within the 
Indian military justice system, particularly its lack of indepen-
dence,” the Amnesty statement said.
It added that Amnesty International India has previously docu-
mented the ‘propensity’ of army authorities to almost categori-
cally dismiss allegations of human rights violations against 
their personnel.
“In its latest Situation Update and Analysis from Jammu and 
Kashmir, Amnesty International India has documented the clo-
sure of the State Human Rights Commission along with six other 
commissions, including the State Commission for Protection of 
Women and Child Rights, which has left the people of Jammu 
& Kashmir with absolutely no redressal for their human rights 
violations. This is a violation of their right to remedy as guaran-
teed by the ICCPR,” the renowned rights body said.   
The Amnesty statement said that it has repeatedly called for re-
pealing of AFSPA since it “facilitates immunity and impunity for 
human rights violations”.
“The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which is in force 
in Jammu and Kashmir, is an abusive law that feeds a cycle of 
impunity for human rights violations. The law grants virtual im-
munity to members of the security forces from prosecution for 
alleged human rights violations,” the statement said.
Referring to the statement of the Ministry of Defence on 2018 in 
Parliament, the Amnesty said in the last 26 years zero permis-
sions have been granted to prosecute soldiers in J&K, including 
the cases of soldiers accused of unlawful killings, torture and 
rape.
“In Jammu and Kashmir, ensuring accountability would include 
ensuring access to information for victims and families dur-
ing police investigations, and guaranteeing due process when 
victims attempt to bring complaints against their abusers,” the 
statement added.

Army Considers Resettling...
help and give confidence to the people who are opting to sur-
render," Raju said.
More than 50,000 people have died during more than three 
decades of an insurgency that New Delhi accuses neighbouring 
Pakistan of fuelling, by using militant groups to wage a proxy-
war across the disputed border dividing the Himalayan region.
The Centre has flooded the valley with security forces - about 
200,000 military and paramilitary troops are deployed there. 
And Raju said that militant attacks have dropped by nearly 40 
per cent compared to last year.
AROUND 180 ACTIVE
Last August, PM Modi changed the political landscape by taking 
away Jammu and Kashmir's status as India's only Muslim major-
ity state, splitting it into two federally-controlled territories and 
removing the special privileges afforded to Kashmiris.
Promising a concerted effort to develop the region economical-
ly, PM Modi said that the move was needed to integrate Kashmir 
more fully with the rest of the country, but critics said it would 
further alienate Kashmiris.
Pakistan, which maintains a long-standing territorial claim on 
Kashmir though it denies accusations that it materially helps 
the militants, has denounced PM Modi's action.
Since the start of the year, Indian security forces have killed 
around 135 militants, most of them recruited locally.
The military estimates that there are currently around 180 mili-
tants operating with various groups active in the Valley, Raju 
said.
Some 70 local Kashmiris are reckoned to have been recruited by 
these groups since the start of the year, about a dozen less than 
during the same period a year ago.
"We wish that this should drop further, and finally cease alto-
gether," Raju said.
Currently, most surrenders are conducted in line with a 2004 
policy that provides a lump sum payout of 150,000 Indian ru-
pees ($2,000), a small monthly stipend, free vocational training 
and cash payments for weapons handed over.
The New Delhi-based South Asia Terrorism Portal estimated 
that more than 400 insurgents have surrendered since 2004, but 
after 2007 the numbers came down to a trickle, with only two 
dozen men giving up arms in the last three years.
Kuldeep Khoda, a former Kashmir police chief, said the scheme 
had partly failed because the vocational training provided by 
the government was inadequate.
"If you ask me very frankly, there was hardly any training being 
given. They were just kept there for a few months," he said. "It 
was just a formality which was being completed."

Fate Of ‘Abducted’ Soldier...
searched an area of around 40 kilometers from the place where 
the soldier was abducted, but to no avail.
“I am at present in an orchard where I am in search of my son. 
We have searched Karewas, orchards, barren land, canals, rivers 
and other fields but have failed to trace him,” he said.
Besides the family, government forces have also been conduct-
ing search operations at different places in the area in order to 
trace the abducted soldier.
Pertinently, a few days ago, an unverified audio message had 
surfaced in which the  speaker claiming to be a militant, had 
stated that the abducted soldier has been killed and buried at 
an undisclosed location, the way militants are buried at undis-
closed locations in view of Covid-19 pandemic. (KNO)

MCI Declares Medical Degrees
under the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 to practice modern 
medicine in India.”
Earlier in June this year, the Centre had advised students of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and Ladakh against taking admissions in col-
leges or universities in Pakistan-administered-Kashmir (PaK) as 
the educational institutions there were not recognised by India. 

No Respite From Heat...
forecast of any major rainfall activity in the next one week.
On Wednesday, Srinagar recorded a maximum temperature of 
34.7 degrees Celsius. The season’s highest temperature at 35.4 
degree Celsius was recorded on August 7.
Pertinently, the Kashmir Valley has been witnessing prolonged 
dry spell as the previous month (July) recorded lowest ever 
rainfall since the last four decades.
Srinagar district has received just 7.0 mm rainfall in the month 
of July, which is lowest ever from the last four decades.
As per the data, Jammu and Kashmir has also received deficit 

rainfall during the period of 61 days from June 01 to July 31.

We Need To Introspect What...
rural empowerment and reach out to the masses with the com-
mon objective i.e equitable development,” he added.
On this occasion, the LG also launched the Coffee Table Books 
of UT, Districts and Departments highlighting the major devel-
opmental interventions being made in J&K in the past one year, 
during an event ‘Synergy - progress through people’.
Stressing on zero tolerance for corruption, he emphasized on opti-
mal utilization of public money on the welfare of the people only.   
Quoting that change begins with self, the LG maintained that we 
need to change ourselves so that others emulate us. He exhorted 
the officers to implement the best administrative practices to 
restore faith of the general public in accountable governance, an 
official spokesperson said.
Sinha, according to the official spokesperson said that the peo-
ple of J&K have high expectations from the Government and the 
present generation is looking at us with hope.
“He called for committed efforts from all the stakeholders to 
meet the expectations of the people of J&K. The UT of J&K has 
no parallel in terms of resources and natural beauty, and all we 
need is to put in coordinated efforts to reach the new heights of 
development,” the official spokesperson said.
On the occasion, Sinha also paid tributes to the people who sac-
rificed their lives while upholding the democratic values.
Speaking on security related issues of elected representatives, 
the LG assured that their security and safety is the responsibil-
ity of the Government and it will be taken care of.
He also felicitated 20 COVID warriors for their role in the fight 
against the pandemic. Six national level awardee Sarpanches 
and a couple of ULB Representatives were also felicitated by the 
LG for best practices and outstanding work in their respective 
Panchayats and Municipalities.
“The role of Panchayats and ULBs in communication, social 
awareness, supporting the health system and in public func-
tions like sanitation is praiseworthy,” Sinha said.
He urged the people to take precautionary measures and fol-
low all the COVID-19 related SOP’s issued by the Government to 
prevent the transmission of the deadly disease.
While speaking on the occasion, Advisor to the LG, Baseer Ah-
mad Khan highlighted the major developmental activities be-
ing undertaken by the Department of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj over a period of one year on various fronts for 
the welfare of the people living in rural areas, besides various 
initiatives taken by the department to strengthen PRIs, the of-
ficial spokesperson said.
He said Sarpanches & ULB Representatives also spoke on the oc-
casion and gave a brief about their working and liaisioning with 
the Government departments, besides monitoring their functions.
“They termed the Back to Village programme a historic initiative 
by the Government and also provided feedback about works be-
ing executed under B2V,” the official spokesperson said.
On the occasion, a short film highlighting the major develop-
mental works being executed on the ground, was also exhibited, 
besides Panchayat & Rural Development theme song was played 
to mark the day.
Advisors to the LG Kewal Kumar Sharma, Farooq Khan, Rajeev 
Rai Bhatnagar and Baseer Ahmad Khan; BVR Subrahmanyam, 
Chief Secretary; Arun Kumar Mehta, Financial Commissioner, 
Finance department; Atal Dulloo, Financial Commissioner, 
Health and Medical Education; Bipul Pathak, Principal Secre-
tary to LG, besides Administrative Secretaries of various depart-
ments along with Deputy Commissioners and senior officers 
were present on the occasion.

LG Assures Better Security...
been made, these have also been reviewed. I want to assure 
you that we will make our efforts to provide best security ar-
rangements to you," Sinha said while addressing a function to 
felicitate COVID warriors here at Sher-i-Kashmir International 
Conference Centre (SKICC).
The lieutenant governor urged sarpanchs, panchs and other 
elected members to adopt precautionary measures for their 
own safety.
"I will not enlist those measures publicly but these will be con-
veyed to you by authorities in one way or the other," he added.
Sinha was responding to concerns raises by grassroots elected 
leaders about their security, following killing of several pan-
chayat members and some BJP workers by militants in Kashmir 
over the past one month.
Four Bharatiya Janata Party workers or office-bearers have been 
targeted by militants in the last one month.
BJP's district president for Bandipora Waseem Bari, his father 
and brother were shot dead by militants last month.
A BJP panch was shot at and injured on August 4 while another 
sarpanch from the party was shot dead two days later in south 
Kashmir's Kulgam district.
A BJP worker was shot at by militants in Budgam district on Au-
gust 9 and died a day later.
The target killings has led to nearly a dozen BJP leaders resign-
ing from the party in just past three days.

No Loan, Oil Supply For...
to call a meeting of the Islamic countries that are ready to stand 
with us on the issue of Kashmir and support the oppressed 
Kashmiris."
"I am once again respectfully telling OIC that a meeting of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers is our expectation," he further 
stated.
As Pakistan pulled out of the Kuala Lumpur summit after Saudi 
Arabia's "request", it now expects Riyadh to "show leadership 
on this issue," he added.
Islamabad has been pushing for the foreign ministers' meeting 
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) since India ab-
rogated Article 370, which gave special status to the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
After Pakistan failed to gather support from the OIC members 
on Kashmir on May 22, Prime Minister Imran Khan said, "The 
reason is that we have no voice and there is a total division 
amongst (us). We cannot even come together as a whole on the 
OIC meeting on Kashmir."
Though Pakistan reportedly made attempts to push its narrative 
of raising the issue of rising Islamophobia in India in its agenda, 
Maldives, an ally of India, thwarted the move and said, "Isolated 
statements by motivated people and disinformation campaigns 
on social media should not be construed as representative of the 
feelings of 1.3 billion."
Maldives Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Thil-
meeza Hussain, said that alleging Islamophobia in the context 
of India would be factually incorrect.

"It would be detrimental to the religious harmony in the South 
Asian region. Islam has existed in India for centuries and it is 
the second-largest religion in India, with 14.2 per cent of the 
country's population," she said.

Pak Seeks US Help On...
in South Asia and to facilitate a peaceful resolution of the Kash-
mir issue. Pakistan has been trying to garner international sup-
port against India for withdrawing Jammu and Kashmir's spe-
cial status and bifurcating it into two Union territories. 
Mahmood held wide-ranging consultations with Ambassador Hale.
The two sides reviewed the bilateral relationship, its present 
trajectory, and future direction and also exchanged views on 
peace and stability in South Asia, the Pakistan Foreign Office 
said in a statement. Pakistan's Ambassador in Washington Asad 
Majeed Khan and US Charge d'affaires in Islamabad Ambassador 
Paul Jones along with senior officials from both sides attended 
the virtual consultations, it said.
Mahmood said Pakistan attached high priority to its relation-
ship with the US with a focus on enhanced economic engage-
ment and people-to-people contacts.
He reiterated Pakistan's desire to forge a strong and mutually ben-
eficial economic partnership with the US and added that a broad-
based and enduring partnership between the two countries, as 
envisioned by Prime Minister Imran Khan and President Donald 
Trump, is a factor of stability in the region, the Foreign Office said.
The two sides also shared their perspectives on the progress 
made in the Afghan peace and reconciliation process.
The Foreign Secretary reaffirmed Pakistan's steadfast support 
for an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned process and expressed 
the hope that the Afghan parties would seize this historic op-
portunity and secure an inclusive and comprehensive political 
solution through intra-Afghan negotiations, the statement said.

Interview | Shah Faesal...
In a Facebook post on 09 January 2019, which prompted your 
resignation, you mentioned “unabated killings in Kashmir 
and the rise of Hindutva forces in the country”. What has 
changed now?
I have changed. My resignation created more problems than it 
solved.
How do you see the political scenario in Kashmir post abro-
gation of Article 370?
In a democracy, the political process might slow down but it 
can’t end. I’m sure in the coming days we will see political ac-
tivity again.
Has New Delhi betrayed mainstream political parties in 
Kashmir?
I don’t think I have an opinion on that.
What are your plans now? And what will you suggest to the 
thousands of youth who pinned hope on you?
I want to move on in life and live a productive life. How and 
where I have no idea at present.
Are you still under detention? How did you spend the time 
under detention?
I read a lot and spend time with my child.
Kannan Gopinathan, who quit IAS in August over restrictions 
imposed in Kashmir, wished you luck on twitter, how would 
you respond?
Kannan is a great human being. But we are different individuals 
in dialogue with different audiences. You can’t compare what he 
is doing with what I have done.
According to reports, you cited your supporters not speaking 
regarding your detention post August as one of the reasons, 
but wasn’t everyone suffering post 5 August?
Absolutely not. I don’t expect anyone to protest against me. I 
just said I expected some respect when we were in prison.
What, in your view, is the path ahead for the political for-
mations in Kashmir given the fact that BJP enjoys power in 
Delhi? Is engagement with BJP inevitable?
I repeat, in a democracy it will be the people who will get to 
decide the government.
Modi-led government seems to be in no mood for dialogue. 
Do you see any chances of the dialogue process?
I don’t think I have any idea about this.
How would you describe revocation of special status to J&K now?
It is a fact of life now. A year has passed since. I realize I can’t do 
anything about it.

3 Arrested For ‘Funding’...
accounts have also been seized,” the police spokesperson said.
As per investigations, the spokesperson said the trio had re-
ceived Rs14 lakhs out of which Rs9 lakhs have been distributed 
by them for financing militancy activities in district Bandipora 
and Kupwara. 
“The said module was activated for carrying out militant activi-
ties in district Bandipora and Kupwara,” he said.
Accordingly, Case FIR No. 29/2020 under relevant sections of 
law has been registered in Police Station Aragam and further 
investigation into the matter is going on, the police spokesper-
son said.

53 New COVID-19 Cases...
from COVID-19 in Kargil and 513 (61 per cent) in Leh.
They said the number of active cases in the region stands at 506, 
of which 321 were reported in Leh and 185 in Kargil.
While five coronavirus patients died in Leh district, four others 
died of the infection in Kargil district. Eight of the deaths had 
occurred in the past three weeks, the officials said.

Police Rescue Abducted Girl...
In this regard a case FIR number 126/363 has been registered 
and a manhunt has been launched to arrest the accused driver

Police Cracks Theft Cases,...
and wi-fi device.
“Accordingly, Case FIR NO 64/2020 U/S 457,380 IPC has been 
registered and investigation taken up,” the police spokesperson 
said.
He said on August 11, a man identified as Mubashir Ahmad Tan-
ga of Noorbagh Baramulla lodged a written complaint that dur-
ing evening hours some burglars took away hand cash of Rupees 
80,000 from the shop located in main market Baramulla.
“Both the incidents were investigated and culprits were ar-
rested and during investigation 04 laptops, 02 computers, and 
other accessories approx. value of Rs. 2 lacs 40 thousand were 
recovered. The stolen cash of Rs. 80000 has also been recov-
ered, Police Station Baramulla acted swiftly and cracked both 
the cases in a short span of time,” the police spokesperson said.

Gypsum Extraction: Uri Locals Demand Action End Dust, Noise Pollution
Zaffar Iqbal

BARAMULLA: Residents of Uri, 
clogged with air and noise pollution 
linked to gypsum extraction in their 
neighborhood, today demanded im-
mediate action by the government 
against violators.  

Uri is a town in Baramulla which 
is surrounded by the mountains that 
are excellent sources for gypsum 
mining. In fact, out of the 19 mining 
leases granted by the department of 
geology and mining in Kashmir, most, 
almost 70%, fall in the bowl-shaped 

region encompassing several villages 
including Naloosa, JabadarBijhama, 
Zamboor Pattan, Bagna, DaraGutilian 
and DachinaSalamaba. However, the 
mining processes have environmen-
tal repercussions and health hazards 
for the village residents.

“We are facing a grave problem of 
air pollution with gypsum dust,” said 
Aiyaz Farooq, a social activist from 
Bagna.  “We suffer from chest-relat-
ed disorders due to the dust emanat-
ing while gypsum is extracted and 
due to subsequent transportation,” 
said another resident Liyaqat Ali. 

 “A number of people already have 
disorders related to dust. We have 
learnt that T.B cases are on increase 
in our area,” Aiyaz Farooq said.

At the beginning, the residents 
said, the pollution was limited to 
certain areas in the vicinity where 
extraction processes were carried. 
“Now you can see dust all over the re-
gion which continues to pose threat 
to the residents,” said Aiyaz Farooq.

“Backbone of our economy is wal-
nut and due to pollution it is complete-
ly destroyed,” said another resident.

The locals said that there is jar-

ring increase in the noise pollution 
caused by heavy machinery used in 
the extraction processing as well as 
due to the number of trucks passing 
through their neighbourhood. 

“Very heavy machinery is used for 
the extraction, creating loud sounds. 
Heavy trucks used to ferry the gyp-
sum adds to it. Peace in our lives 
has been taken away,” the residents 
said.  “See the condition of roads. 
They are completely dilapidated and 
worsen everyday as heavy trucks are 
allowed to ply by officials,” adding, 
“We had one bridge which connect 

our village to district and tehsil. This 
bridge has capacity of load 8-10 tons 
but these trucks take load of 30-50 
tons. The day is not far when this 
bridge caves in and we will loss the 
connectivity to outside world.” 

The residents say that while ex-
traction processes were hard to be 
stopped given the fact it generates 
revenue for the government, “it 
should not be at our peril.”    

“There should be measures which 
take care of our genuine grievances. 
The government should repair the 
road and ensure water is spread 

on the roads on daily basis so dust 
does not spread,” they said, adding, 
“There should be ban on extraction 
in the areas which are close to habi-
tations and school. In fact, the school 
falls around 100 meters away from 
the lease location,” they said, adding, 

“Measures should be ensured 
so that forest are not affected. The 
extraction processes have already 
taken a heavy toll on them.”

They also demanded that the grazing 
land should be kept free for livestock so 
that “only source  of income for many 
families is ensured in the long run.”  

Experts say that gypsum mining 
can lead to destabilizing slopes that 
can lead to soil erosion. “The water ta-
ble also gets affected,” the experts say.

“Once the areas are mined, scars 
are left there, completely disrupting 
the landscape and it is visible even 
from a distance.”

 The experts say while min-
ing can’t be stopped altogether, “It 
ought to be regulated in the scien-
tific, technical and legal manner to 
ensure minimum soil erosion, less 
health hazards and to preventing the 
pollution.” (GNS)
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
Major ground offensive 
on in Pir Panjal
Agence France Presse

JAMMU: Army launched a major offensive Thursday against 
Mujdhideen hideouts in southern ‘Kashmir, military command-
ers said. The Indian air force also deployed planes to help the 
sweeping military campaign on the higher reaches of southern 
Kashmir, officials said. Air force, sources said Rus-sian-
designed helicopter gun-ships were being used for ‘casu¬alty 
vacations, re-induction and re-location of ground forces’ in the 
rugged mountain areas of Doda and Banihal.

“So far, we have not engaged in direct combat but if 
neces¬sary there will be a combined ground-air operation,” a 
highly-placed air force source said in New Delhi. 

Meanwhile, Major General P.P.S. Bindra, commander of 
the elite counter-insurgency Delta Force, confirmed to AFP the 
of-fensive had been launched in Doda and Banihal.

“We have launched helicopter mounted operations in Doda 
and other areas of Pir Panjal ranges to sanitise the entire belt 
against militant attacks”, the general said here.

The helicopter operations in Pir Panjal were being carried 
out -with ground support from heav¬ily-armed paramilitary 
forces and commandos from Kashmiri police who are familiar 
with the terrain, other officials said.

The operations in southern Kashmir came as Indian 
sol¬diers shot dead five Muslim fighters in the northern district 
of Kupwara, a defence ministry spokesman also said Thursday.

He claimed two were from the Lashkar-e-Taiba , the other 
three belonged to other groups, adding that all five were gunned 
down late Wednesday night. ‘

In Jammu, Indian officials said the army’s counter-
offen¬sive was also aimed at provid¬ing a ‘security blanket’ to 
peo¬ple living in remote areas in southern Kashmir. 

Thousands of federal border guards, paramilitary forces 
and police deployed in the region have been placed on maxi-
mum alert in the districts of Doda, Poonch, Rajouri, Udhampur! 
and Kathua, the officials said.

Night patrols have been in¬tensified in and around 
Hindu-dominated districts and mili¬tary installations and 
govern¬ment offices to stem militant counter-attacks, the of-
ficials said. Security barricades were also being installed at 31 
locali¬ties without local self-defence committees.

(Kashmir Observer, August 13, 2000

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
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•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)
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•	 1516  - The Treaty of Noyon between France and Spain is 
signed. Francis recognises Charles’s claim to Naples, and 
Charles recognises Francis’s claim to Milan.

•	 1521 -   Spanish conquistadors under Hernán Cortés cap-
ture Aztec Emperor Cuauhtémoc in Tenochtitlan marking 
the end of the Aztec Empire

•	 1642 -   Dutch astronomer Christiaan Huygens discovers 
Martian south polar cap

•	 1923  - Turkish National Congress selects Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk Pasja as President

•	 1937  - Second Sino-Japanese War: Japanese forces begin 
the Battle of Shanghai, a conflict that will last 3 months 
and involve 1 million troops

•	 1940   - Battle of Britain: Hermann Goering’s “Adlertag” 
(Eagle Day) offensive happens, intending to destroy the 
Royal Air Force; 47-48 German aircraft shot down, the 
RAF loses 25 planes

•	 1943  - Red army recaptures Spas-Demensk
•	 1944 -  British 8th Army occupies Florence
•	 1944   - Allied generals Bernard Montgomery, Miles 

Dempsey and Omar Bradley discuss a future break-
through in the European theatre during World War II

•	 1951  - Great Britain & Iraq sign new oil contract
•	 1953 - 4-5 million French go on strike against economiza-

tions
•	 1959   - US Military satellite Discoverer 5 launched (into 

polar orbit)
•	 1960  - USSR withdraws advisors from China
•	 1961 -  Construction of the Berlin Wall begins in East Germany
•	 1977  - 1st test glide of space shuttle
•	 1984 -  Morocco & Libya sign “Arabic-African Union” treaty
•	 1989 -  US space shuttle STS-28 lands
•	 1996 -  Microsoft releases Internet Explorer 3.0
•	 2014 -  Israeli and Palestinian cease fire agreed to on Au-

gust 8 is extended for another 120 hours to provide time 
for further negotiations

•	 2014 -  Iranian mathematician Maryam Mirzakhani is the 
first woman to win the Fields Medal in mathematics

•	 2015-  76 people are killed & 212 are wounded by an ISIL 
truck bomb in Baghdad, Iraq

•	 2019 -   Measles cases have tripled worldwide in 2019 
according to WHO with 364,808 reported against vs 
129,239 in 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My Date of Birth in PNB Metlife Policy number 1200800698848 has been wrongly 
entered as 01-12-1957 while my Correct Date of Birth is 01-04-1955. Now I want 
the same to be corrected if anybody has any objection in this regard He/ She may 
file his /Her objection in the Office of the PNB Metlife Anantnag within a period of 
seven (7) days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. 

Name:-GH MOHD BHAT 
S/O AB AZIZ BHAT 

R/O KALIPORA KULGAM

Lt Governor Sinha launched Coffee Table Books of UT, Departments and Districts and  felicitated COVID Warriors in Srinagar on Wednesday

SAD DEMISE

With profound greaf we inform the sad demise of 
Mohammad Amin Tibet Baqual S/O Abdul Salaam 
Tibet Baqual  R/O 35, Haji Bagh Buchpore, Srinagar 
on August 8, 2020. We shall recieve condolences 
for three days and there will be no congregatonal 
fateha khwani. All are requested to pray for the 
departed soul.

BEREAVED

MJA

Install All Procured Ventilators By 
August-15: Div Com to DCs
Chairs weekly Covid-19 review meeting
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 12: Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Pandurang K Pole today chaired 
a weekly Covid-19 review meet-
ing with all Deputy Commis-
sioners, Health Officers and 
other concerned.

While taking review of prep-
arations, the Div Com directed 
DCs to ensure installation of 
all newly procured ventilators 
available with them by Au-
gust-15 for better patient care in 
emergency cases.

He instructed concerned 
health officers to ensure train-
ing to the designated staff for 
smooth functioning of these 
ventilators in hospitals.

Emphasizing on deconges-
tion of Srinagar hospitals, the Div 
Com said that GMC Baramulla 

and GMC Anantnag shall cater to 
north and south Kashmir and stop 
unnecessary referrals to Srinagar 
tertiary care hospitals.

Directions were given that 
DCs shall ensure increase in the 
number of bed capacity as per 

the requirement.
The Div Com stressed on 

concerned to focus on patients 
in home isolation and home 
quarantine for their effective re-
covery. He emphasized on prop-
er monitoring of these patients, 

their regular thermal checkups 
and sensitization on following 
the Covid-19 protocol religiously.

He also instructed con-
cerned to provide Oximeters 
to all home isolated patients 
for their daily checkup of their 
saturation level and prompt re-
sponse to the patients in case of 
any emergency and added that 
as mandatory all shall download 
Arogya Setu app.

He further emphasized on 
aggressive contact tracing of 
covid patients and their timely 
quarantine.

Div Com asked DCs to raise 
the number antigen testing in 
all districts.

He said that those covid 
centers which are not in use at 
present can be created as a stay 

facility for protected persons.
He also took stock of avail-

ability of covid medicines, oxy-
gen cylinders, availability of 
beds and other related facilities 
in all districts.

Pole stressed on daily upda-
tion of tested and discharged pa-
tients in all districts.

Among others, the meeting 
was attended by Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Principal 
GMC, Director Health Services 
Kashmir, Administrator Associ-
ated Hospital Srinagar, Incharge 
Covid Control Room, Divisional 
Nodal Officer ISM Covid-19 
Kashmir and others concerned.

Director SKIMS Soura, DCs 
and SSPs of all districts and other 
concerned attended the meeting 
through Video Conferencing.

Commissioner SMC initiates long 
pending Bemina Drainage Project
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 12: Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) Gazanfar Ali today reviewed 
Muharam ul Haram arrangements at 
Khomeini Chowk and several other ad-
joining Shia dominated areas

The Commissioner on the occasion 
visited Imambara to take stock of sani-
tation, functioning of street lights and 
drainage networking in the said area.

Directions were passed on to put in 
place all the necessary arrangements so 
that the devotees do not have to face any 
inconvenience during the Muharam 
days and directed for deployment of 
men and machinery round the clock.

In the absence of drainage network-
ing in one of the areas the Commission-
er directed S.E Drainage to prepare DPR 
in the first instance and immediately 
make necessary arrangements thereof.

He further directed that all the 
Shia populated areas shall be inspected 
properly to see whether the street lights 
installed are in functional mode and if 
there is any requirement of installing 
more lights ahead of Muharam days.

The Commissioner during the visit 
was accompanied by Joint Commission-
er Works, Ishtiyaq Ahmed Shah, S.E 
Drainage and Chief Sanitation Officer 
besides other concerned officers.  

CUK’s IT deptt 
holds webinar
Srinagar, Aug 12: The Department of 
Information Technology, Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir (CUK) Wednesday 
organized a webinar “From Dissen-
tion to Elation at  Work.”

Dr. Tasaduq Hussain Mir, pres-
ently working as faculty in the De-
partment of Family and Community 
Medicine at UT Southwestern Medi-
cal Center, Dallas Texas USA, deliv-
ered a lecture during the webinar, 
which was inaugurated by Registrar, 
Prof. M Afzal Zargar and hosted by 
Er. Afaq Alam Khan, Department 
Coordinator. Students and faculty 
members from IT and other Depart-
ments of the varsity participated in 
the event.

Dr. Tasaduq Hussain Mir, in 
his speech discussed, the problems 
and conflicts arising especially in 
academic institutions with mat-
ters related to teaching learning 
activities, faculty interactions and 
participation and those related to 

administration and its officials. 
He emphasized that despite dif-
ferences of opinions, problems 
can be smoothly addressed and 
sorted out by adopting an attitude 
of showing respect, appreciation, 
understanding views and  feelings 
of others and arriving at solutions 
which appear possible, logical and 
within the overall constraints of 
the situation.  “Many a times, this 
approach would lead to the resolu-
tion of the conflict accepted as a 
win-win solution.”

Earlier, Prof. A. M Wani in his 
address pointed out that this was 
a third such webinar organized by 
the Department. The previous one, 
also by the same speaker was  on 
“Education and a Higher Purpose” 
wherein the speaker discussed the 
burnout problem affecting indi-
viduals while the present webinar  
concerns  the society.
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Kashmir Economy 
Needs Help

W
hile the first anniversary of the rescinding 
of Article 370 witnessed an overwhelming 
focus on the political fallout of the move, 
the impact on the economy has received 

scant attention. More so, when the region’s economy 
has been under a complete lockdown for a year now. 
According to the estimate by the business bodies this 
has led to a loss of over Rs 50,000 crore. The Covid-19 
lockdown that was enforced in March over and above 
the prevailing security siege  has inflicted a crushing 
blow to the state turned union territory’s economy.  

Tourism, one of the mainstays of the local economy 
came to a  halt and is unlikely to emerge from the slump 
anytime soon. This has hit the hotel industry and travel 
operators hard. The handicrafts sector that is tied to tour-
ism has too been crushed.  The IT industry and the start-ups 
that had been wiped out are only now attempting to revive. 
Horticulture, a Rs 6500 crore industry, that employs around 
three million people has suffered the heaviest loss. During 
its harvest time last year, successive killings of the traders 
and labourers associated with the apple industry had for 
a while stopped the export of the trees outside the Valley.  
And this year again the coronavirus pandemic doesn’t au-
gur well for the harvest season. 

This has created a desperate situation. More so, with 
uncertainty deepening over the world’s and especially 
India’s ability to control the pandemic in near future. 
India’s Covid-19 cases are now one of the fastest grow-
ing in the world. With over 2 million cases, the coun-
try’s healthcare system has reached a point of collapse. 
In Kashmir too the exponential rise of cases has strained 
the medical infrastructure. The consequent need for a 
lockdown has killed the hope for an early revival of the 
economy.  The region can hardly endure the closure of 
businesses any more. Kashmir economy is thus in des-
perate need for a government support. It needs a bit of 
help over and above what has been given to country’s 
economy in recent stimulus. 

Kashmir is now looking forward to a post-Coronavirus 
period and hopes it remains peaceful. The region has al-
ready been through a long period of disruption, so business-
men are pinning hope on near future. We can only hope that 
world is able to get a handle on this deadly virus and we get 
back to a normal life. The region can ill-afford further halt 
to the economic activities.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Poetry in schools

H
ad we but world enough, and time…” The open-
ing line of Andrew Marvell’s To His Coy Mistress 
sums up the dilemma of the English exam regulator 
Ofqual, which this week decided the Covid-19 crisis 

means that next year GCSE English literature students will, if 
they wish, be able to drop poetry completely. Ofqual feels that, 
with no certainty of a full return to school in the autumn, it 
will be “extremely challenging” to teach a full syllabus. It wor-
ries that students would struggle “to get to grips with complex 
literary texts remotely”.

is no doubt true, but Ofqual’s solution is perverse. Study 
of a Shakespeare play has been deemed sacrosanct – no doubt 
making Shakespeare optional would have caused a tempest. 
The other three time-honoured components – the 19th-century 
novel, post-1914 British fiction and drama, and poor old poetry 
– will be optional, with students having to pick two from three. 
Modern fiction and drama is likely to be a default choice for 
many, leaving a straight fight between Donne and Dickens.

and teacher Kate Clanchy, recent winner of the Orwell 
prize for political writing for her memoir Some Kids I Taught 
and What They Taught Me, explained earlier this week why 
this decision risks damaging the wider cause of the humani-
ties, because of the signal it sends about them being disposable 
extras. She also pointed out that Ofqual is out of step, since 
poetry is riding a wave of popularity among teenagers. Judith 
Palmer, director of the Poetry Society, highlighted the diver-
sity of contemporary poets as another factor in the subject’s 
favour. And she is right that it would be a step backwards to 
cut it just as an increasing number of writers of colour are 
making it on to syllabuses – and poetry is, in defiance of some 
people’s expectations, holding its own against other cultural 
forms amid ferocious online competition.

The unresolved, open-ended nature of so much poetry, 
where meaning has to be extracted from intense engage-
ment with language, is all too appropriate for our present age 
of uncertainty. The particular joy of reading it in groups is 
learning to enjoy the thrill of the chase after meaning, and to 
recognise that different interpretations are valid. Children’s 
author Michael Rosen summed it up: “Poetry offers a view on 
humanity, society and the world that is playful, contempla-
tive, mysterious, questioning, and one that is often interested 
in giving readers the chance to hold several different ideas in 
our heads at the same time.”

Rather than streamlining reading lists, it might instead be 
time to change the way students are examined. Read Marvell 
because he is marvellous, not as a means to passing an exam. 
If the pandemic is making the current exam system unwork-
able, find another way of encouraging young people to study – 
and, better still, to love – literature. Poetry is about response, 
not regurgitation; the joy of intellectual inquiry; the free play 
of the spirit. That is what Ofqual should be protecting. 

Guardian

The recent incident of the lynch-
ing of a Muslim man accused of car-
rying beef in Gurgoan has rightly un-
nerved many. It was hardly surprising 
though.  In recent years, the violence 
against Muslims in India has  risen ex-
ponentially and the pandemic hasn’t 
deterred it. The contagion, on the 
contrary, was used to vilify Muslims. 
They are blamed for spreading it. 
Muslim journalists, students and anti- 
CAA activists have been and continue 
to be detained under Unlawful Activi-
ties Prevention Act (UAPA) — a strict 
clause under which security agencies 
can keep a person behind bars with-

out filing charges up for to 180 days 
and the defendants cannot be released 
even on bail.

Various international organiza-
tions such as the World Rights Body 
have asked New Delhi to drop charges 
and free all those imprisoned for exer-
cising their right to freedom of expres-
sion. Various Non-governmental orga-
nizations such as the Indian Muslim 
Federation, Sri Guru Ravidass Global 
Equal Organization, and the UK-based 
Indian Diaspora South Asian Solidari-
ty Group have also expressed their con-
cern and extended their solidarities.

However, little is being done to en-

sure the release of those wrongfully de-
tained. In fact, no action has been tak-
en against the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) politicians Kapil Mishra, 
Paresh Verma, and central minister 
Anurag Thakur for issuing threats 
and indulging in hate speeches against 
Muslims. Even Manish Sirohi, the per-
son who attacked the peaceful gather-
ing of Muslims was taken into custody, 
only to be released soon after. Thereby 
giving an impression that these strin-
gent laws are applied selectively and 
are meant for Muslims only.

While countries across the globe 
are releasing prisoners intending to 

curb the spread of this deadly virus; in 
India prisons are filling up with more 
and more activists, journalists, schol-
ars and intellectuals. Islamophobia 
has aided to rationalise these arrests 
which are mostly directed towards 
Muslims. These incidents are quite 
unsettling as they establish the unfor-
tunate realisation that hate might last 
longer than the pandemic.

Adnan Javeed Kichloo
PhD Research Scholar

Department of Economics, 
University of Jammu
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.
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THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Islamophobia in India in Times of Covid  

About-Face Under Pressure?
The problem is Shah Faesal’s anti-people rant 

to rationalize his decision to quit politics 

O
n August 9, 1953, Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah 
was unceremoniously dis-
missed as Prime Minister 

of Jammu and Kashmir and subse-
quently jailed for twenty two years 
in separate stints. It took over two 
decades for  Sheikh to describe his 
entire political struggle as “political 
wilderness” (‘Siyasi Awaragardi’).

On the contrary, it took Shah 
Faesal a little less than a year to call 
it quits. And then bizarrely blame the 
dispossessed people of Kashmir for 
his own failings  and contradictions. 
Those harbouring contempt for their 
own society and people cannot and do 
not deserve to serve them.

Academic Ather Zia notes in 
A Desolation Called Peace: Voice 
From Kashmir that Sheikh Abdul-
lah was seen as an “unrelenting 
figure of Kashmiri nationalism”.  
Sheikh has been credited for socio-
political and economic awakening 
of the Kashmiri masses at vari-
ous stages and the one who used 
Muslim imagery and symbols to 
mobilize public opinion against 
the autocratic Dogra regime. It is 
another matter that he had a fall 
from grace, first in 1947 and then 
again in 1975. If  Sheikh was ‘Sher-e-
Kashmir’ (Lion of Kashmir), Faesal 
even failed to prove himself as Cub 
of Kashmir.

It is rather a tough ask to de-
scribe  Faesal in one sentence or 
in a single paragraph. Like many 
fellow human beings, Faesal too is 
a man of many contradictions and 
flaws. He came as a storm. He opted 
for an undignified exit. And once 
the storm is over, it is perhaps time 
for the people to understand what 
caused it in the first place, how to 
survive the future storms and how 
not to place trust in something that 
doesn’t belong to them.

Should one refer to Faesal as a 
former bureaucrat-turned-politi-
cian or a former politician-turned-
bureaucrat?  Should one depict 
him as a former ‘role model’ and 
Delhi’s ‘poster boy’ who failed to 
achieve what was expected of him? 
Or, an impulsive wild card who 
wanted instant coffee-like results 
without going through the grind? 
Or, should one portray him as a 
man who changes his opinions on 
important matters a la chameleons 
who change colour with the aim to 
communicate or regulate their body 
temperature? Or, is he just a faint-
hearted human being who neither 
appreciates the path of struggle nor 
is willing to offer any sacrifice? Or, 
is he someone who wants to taste 
success while refusing to walk on a 
thorny pathway?

The issue here is not what he 
wants to do with his life. He has 

every right to become a doctor, top 
the Indian Administrative Service 
(IAS) competitive examinations, 
resign as a civil servant, float a 
new political party and rejoin as a 
bureaucrat or go back to Harvard 
to complete his research study. All 
of that is absolutely fine. No one 
should have objection with his deci-
sions that concern his personal or 
professional life.

The problem is his anti-people 
rant to rationalize his surrender. 
What is unacceptable is his unfair 
expectation that the people in the 
Kashmir Valley should have come 
out on the roads to protest his tem-
porary detention. Did he not know 
that not a soul was allowed to move 
in Kashmir after August 5, 2019? 
Did he not know that all lines of 
communication were cut, internet 
services were shut, and thousands 
were jailed and many shifted to out-
side prisons?

What favour has he done to the 
‘ungrateful’ people of Kashmir by 
becoming a doctor, a bureaucrat and 
a politician or possibly a bureaucrat 
again? Should the people have faced 
bullets and pellets for his personal 
and professional ambitions? Many 
Kashmiris are rotting in prisons for 
over two decades and they do not 
have such unfair expectations from 
the people, but Faesal has.

Did he consult the people of 
Kashmir before appearing in his 
M.B.B.S. or the IAS exams? Did he 
consult the people of Kashmir before 
floating a political outfit with some-
one’s blessings? Are the people to be 
blamed for not supporting his ven-
ture — ‘PDP part-II’ — and not help-
ing him become the ‘youngest Chief 
Minister’ of Jammu and Kashmir? 
Are the people responsible for his 
unsuccessful attempt to cultivate a 
new political elite in Kashmir?   

Faesal is neither a game-chang-
er nor someone people can trust on 
his word. In cold January of 2019, he 
created a storm of sorts by announc-
ing his resignation as a civil ser-
vant, citing “the unabated killings 
in Kashmir and the marginalization 
and invisibalization of around 200 
milion Muslims at the hands of Hin-
dutva forces (in India)” as a reason.

On August 14, 2019, Faesal told 
BBC’s Stephen Sackur that “People 
like me who wanted to find some 
meaning in electoral politics, who 
believed that some sort of resolu-
tion to this dispute (Kashmir) is still 
available within the framework 
of Indian Constitution, I think all 
those people have been slapped on 
August 5, 2019. Now there are only 
two ways to do politics in Kashmir. 
You will either have to be a stooge 
or you will have to be a separatist.”

In BBC’s Hardtalk programme, 

he said that “… I am extremely dis-
appointed the way the international 
community has responded to this is-
sue (August 5, 2019 move). Kashmir 
is a nuclear flashpoint. This cannot 
be left unattended… We just hope 
that the entire international com-
munity will rise up to the occasion 
and take notice of the human rights 
violations which are happening in 
Kashmir due to this unprecedented 
curfew which has been placed and 
the unconstitutional act which has 
been done in the parliament of In-
dia in recent times.” He argued that 
Kashmiris should have the agency 
to decide their future, adding that 
“I am ashamed of myself that I am 
free when all political leaders are 
jailed.”

In one of Faesal’s articles that 
he co-authored with another Kash-
miri Mehboob Makhdoomi that was 
published in The Indian Express on 
3 January, 2019, the predominant 
argument was that “at the root of 
the political problem in Kashmir 
is the paradox that those who rep-
resent the sentiment do not par-
ticipate in the electoral process and 
those who participate in the elec-
toral process do not represent the 
sentiment. Elections have been held 
regularly since 1996, but there is a 
feeling that the elected representa-
tives are either a disempowered lot, 
a group of helpless “daily-wagers” 
with the Government of India or 
that the elected representatives 
are misrepresenting their elector-
ate by not speaking out about the 
basic Kashmir issue. This needs to 
change.”

He now describes all his previ-
ous statements, co-authored arti-
cles and arguments that he made in 
several interviews as “some of my 
problematic utterances”.

Some of his admirers are of the 
opinion that Faesal has his heart at 
the right place, that his intentions 
are good, and that he is incorrupt-
ible. There were some who had never 
voted in life but were willing to take a 
risk to give him a chance to prove his 
credentials as a new-age politician. 
Some of them were worried about 
his galloping pace, though. They 
thought he was taking too many de-
cisions too fast. This lot wanted him 
to invest in long-term politics and a 
mass movement which, according to 
them, could have then possibly repre-
sented the larger political aspiration 
of Kashmiris.

But he has disappointed his 
fans and detractors, alike. In short, 
he has failed to show character un-
der pressure. 

(Disclaimer: Opinion 
is author’s own)

Gowhar Geelani

Should the 
people have 

faced bullets and 
pellets for his 
personal and 
professional 
ambitions? Many 
Kashmiris are 
rotting in prisons 
for over two 
decades and they 
do not have such 
unfair 
expectations 
from the people, 
but Faesal has

“



F
ORMER star bureaucrat turned ‘quixotic’ pol-
itician’s fresh farewell to politics has fuelled 
speculations of his probable “Ghar Wapsi” in 
the valley. Shah Faesal’s dramatic career flip-

flop is only reminding many of his onetime IAS col-
league—who akin to the Lolab medico carried “fluent 
and freethinker” image on social media—before hang-
ing his Babu boots over the abrogation of Article 370 
last summer.

But unlike Shah whose return to the administra-
tive ranks remains a rampant rumour in the valley 
right now, Kannan Gopinathan, ex-Indian Adminis-
trative Service officer, has clearly refused to resume 
work after the Centre summoned him to return to duty 
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic early this year.

Gopinathan is very vocal about certain issues 
such as violation of fundamental rights and the newly 
enacted citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). “Our urge 
to express is very fundamental to us,” he says.

A strong advocate of human and fundamental rights, 
Gopinathan has taken the current government upfront 
on various issues. In an exclusive chat with Kashmir Ob-
server, the ex-civil servant talks in detail, why J&K was 
the reason for his resignation from his job.

J&K was the reason you quit your job, what is your stand now on 
the current situation?

There’re certain principles you abide by, those are 
what the country stands for.

One of those principles which are non-negotiable 
is the principle of fundamental rights. We saw how bla-
tantly fundamental rights of people of J&K were taken 
away. For enforcing the decision, the entire state was 
put under lockdown; all sorts of freedom of expression 
and freedom of movements were halted. Without even 
invoking the emergency, the government did all this.

They did not even think that there would be an 
outrage, and unfortunately there was no outrage any-
where in the country against this. They put all sorts 
of restrictions to prevent the protests. This is not ac-
ceptable in any democratic country. There is a right 
to react to the citizens against any government deci-
sions. Even in Hong Kong when protests went violent, 
the violence was separately dealt with but the protest 
was allowed.

This is not the kind of government I would like to 
work for and even validate with. I have a lot of faith in 
our institutions, be it the judiciary, be it the media, be 
it our civil society and political parties.

Suddenly, at that time I felt that the judiciary is 
not even ready to hear various corpus petitions. The 
media was outrightly lying that people were celebrat-
ing in Kashmir. It became entirely the propaganda of 
the government at the hands of so-called free media. 
The civil society is completely drained with their pro-
paganda and that was proven by their victory in the 
2019 elections. The country right now has a feeling that 
questioning this government is dangerous. I feel this 
trend is very dangerous.

It does not matter whether it makes any sense or it 
will make an impact, I wanted to come out and say this 
is not done, this is not acceptable. I do not want to be 
associated with the actions and decisions of this gov-
ernment. It did not just end there. It went on to CAA 
protests and then riots took place.

J&K was a place where they brazenly imposed every-
thing and thought that no one would oppose. They froze 
constitutional activities there for such a long period.

I strongly believe that it is not people in power 
who make the dictatorship, it is citizens who decide 
whether they want to have a dictatorship or not. When 
citizens become lazy, they stop asking questions and 
when citizens take a step back that is when the govern-
ment starts thinking that they can do whatever they 
want. If the citizens keep on questioning, that is for the 
larger good of the democracy.

I am not just upset with what the government did 
in J&K, but with citizens, because they did not protest 
against the government’s actions in J&K.

As a nation we are failing. Now, I am receiving so 

many messages from Kashmir, that now the lockdown 
is slightly normal. So, it takes an entire nation to come 
under a lock down to relax Kashmir’s lockdown.

Country is not just geography; a country is its peo-
ple. The pride and values take us forward and these 
values are inscribed in the constitution. We say that 
J&K is part of our country and then why these values 
don’t apply there.

I am travelling across the country. I have travelled 
to more than 70 districts in 19 states. There, I speak on 
various issues. I speak on Kashmir as the reason for 
my resignation. I ask people, what we have achieved 
with it. I tell them that we have hurt our emotional 
bond with the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

We should always make the government account-
able. It should never feel that it will just leave with-
out being questioned, that is a dangerous thing, that 
is how government starts feeling powerful instead of 
accountable. People called me foolish, they told me I 
could have done better by remaining in service. People 
called me a coward; one thing I realized is that just re-
signing will not be of anything.

After resignation I decided to go to people and tell 
what we are doing in Kashmir is wrong.

You said that recently you travelled a lot in India, did you see any 
change in people’s perception regarding this?

I asked questions. I asked them why they were 
happy with the abrogation of Article 370. They told me 
three points: first, to end terrorism, second, develop-
ment and third, national integration. I just did not go 
to the cities but also Talukaas and other rural pockets.

People say, ‘Bharat ko ek karna hai’. I countered, 
‘Do you think people of Kashmir will get closer to us 
after so many restrictions are being imposed there?’

Then people say, ‘Nahi woh hamse door chale gaye 
hain’. Then I asked regarding Article 370, ‘Has the situ-
ation improved in Bihar, which doesn’t have 370. They 
said, ‘No’. I asked if there are jobs in the states which 
don’t have Article 370.

Then people realized what is wrong or right, be-
cause a large section of the country is in a poorer state 

than Kashmir. I ask people, ‘Do you think militants 
read Indian Constitution? How come the removal of 
Article 370 will stop terrorism?’

The conversations helped. There were elections in 
four states after abrogation of Article 370. The results 
clearly showed that this move did not have any impact.

The government said that your resignation has not been ac-
cepted yet, and it wants you to rejoin the service, what do you 
have to say on this?

I resigned in August 2019. They haven’t processed 
my resignation so far and they want me to come back 
for this COVID-19 pandemic. But, I took the decision 
on principles. It is difficult for me to continue now. I 
don’t find the letter given by the government in any 
good faith. I feel that it is just to further harass us. I 
doubt the intention of the government.

I told the government, I am ready to work as a vol-
unteer and not as an IAS officer.

Recently, the Supreme Court has said that the current situation 
in J&K needs to be reviewed, what is your take on this? Do you 
think it will bring some relief to the people?

It is so unfortunate. It took months for Supreme 
Court to come and say in respect to internet services 
and it is a matter of protection of fundamental rights 
and even then there was no immediate relief given by 
the Supreme Court.

Why the Supreme Court is taking so long, it is not 
a minor issue, but a matter of utmost importance. It 
should be on the priority list by the highest judiciary 
and that is to ensure the right of the citizens.

The job of the apex court is not to further the interest 
of the government but to protect the rights of citizens. 
That is not the way a judiciary should function. I am 
disappointed because I expected much more from our 
judiciary. It should have been reviewed months earlier.

I think our judiciary has somewhere started being 
assistant to the executives instead of being a protector 
of the citizens’ rights. The judiciary must be critical of 
the government.

As a citizen, what is there to fight against the 

government? It is the judiciary! Where will the citi-
zens go, if judiciary starts taking soft stands on the 
government’s version. The media believes what the 
government is saying; the judiciary believes what 
the government is saying, so where will the citizens 
get relief from?

Do you have some hope now, after what the Supreme Court 
said?

I don’t know. This government is not afraid of any 
major institution in this country. Just see what just 
happened with the Sabrimala case. At first, Supreme 
Court gave the verdict and later it was transferred to a 
larger constitutional bench.

If the government believes that there are miscre-
ants or bad elements then it is unfair to deal with the 
entire population in the same manner. That is not how 
you treat people in a democracy.

During pandemic, everyone is advised to work from home. Even 
students are advised to take classes online. Do you think the 
slow internet is a hindrance in this direction in J&K?

There is a need to restore the high speed of the in-
ternet in J&K. Even before the pandemic, internet is 
the right. People use internet to express their views. 
Now people are advised to work from home and stu-
dents are advised to take online classes. And why just 
these things?

Internet should be restored on moral grounds. Just 
pandemic should not be the reason to restore the inter-
net, it should have been restored way before it. Pan-
demic has made the situation even worse and citizens 
should be given relief in this regard.

J&K’s mainstream political camp faced crackdown last summer 
for expressing their views against Centre’s moves. Do you think 
that the government should now allow the free flow of political 
dissent in the region?

Political dissent is a right. It should have never 
been stopped. How can such a decision been taken 
without taking into consideration the views of previ-
ous Chief Ministers. Would it have happened in other 
states like UP and Haryana?

Do you expect this incident to happen in other 
states, where influencers are sent to jail? You can say 
political aspects and etc. If their influence creates a 
negative impact then it is the government’s failure 
and the government should be answerable for it and 
the citizens should not suffer because of this.

Do you think opposition played its part rightly on the matter?
I made my point in the beginning only. My disap-

pointment was not only with the government. It was 
with various political parties also. I had my disap-
pointment with the judiciary.

I suddenly felt that as a nation we decided to 
keep quiet. You know something is not right and 
even then you decide to keep quiet. You have a right 
and duty to call out that this is not correct. Because, 
this is the reason we have a constitution. This is the 
difference between a constitutional democracy and 
a monarchy.

Many are celebrating, many are giving mixed re-
sponses, many are saying let us just support the govern-
ment. This government functions in this way only. Any 
decision they take is portrayed in the larger interest of 
the nation and they say it should not be questioned.

First you blatantly take decisions and then you say 
anyone that questions is an anti-national. It is very dan-
gerous according to me, no government’s decision is 
unquestionable, and we are not in a war-like situation.

Any decision taken should be questioned so that 
the pros and cons can come out. If you call anyone anti-
national then we are shutting down the discourse.

Be it judiciary, be it political parties, we must 
realize that this is a very dangerous situation for the 
country. These are not our country’s constitutional 
values. It is our responsibility to voice our opinion in 
the strongest possible way.
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‘I Travel Across Country 
To Speak On Kashmir’

Mrinal Pathak 

Why Kamala Harris is a 
solid US Vice President Choice

The top Democratic leader fits both the demographic and diversity pledge made by Biden

Kannan Gopinathan

O
n the one hand, Joe Biden — who is running 
as the candidate who promises to make the 
presidency boring again — made the most 
obvious — that is, boring — selection for his 

running mate on the Democratic ticket.
California’s Kamala Harris was the logical choice 

all along — a nationally known senator from a big state 
who had run for president and acquitted herself well, 
even though she dropped out early. That speaks well 
of Biden. Logical selections are the ones that have per-
formed well over time.

On the other hand? The fact that Harris — who is 
Black and South Asian — was the safe choice based on 
normal criteria is, let’s not forget, astonishing. She’s 
only the second Black woman in the Senate (after Car-
ol Moseley Braun) and the first ever female senator of 
South Asian ancestry.

Yet she fits all the things that the Democratic Party 
in 2020 would look for in a running mate for Joe Biden. 
Unlike Geraldine Ferraro in 1984 and Sarah Palin in 
2008, Harris is already a national figure.

Comfort level
Yes, she’s only had four years in the Senate along 

with a career in local and state government. But the 
magic of running for president, and her obvious com-
fort level during that campaign, means she’s apt to have 
far fewer questions about her qualifications — far fewer 
people unable to imagine her as president-if-necessary 
— than Ferraro, Palin, Dan Quayle and some other pre-
viously obscure choices had to overcome.

If it’s correct then that’s a sign of some real nation-
al progress.

Her selection also tells us a lot about the Demo-
cratic Party, especially if we think of these decisions 
at least as much as the party’s choice as the nominee’s.

Biden may have made the call to narrow the field 
down to women, a decision that probably handed it to 
Harris from the start, whether he realised it or not.

But in making that choice, Biden was doing what 
Biden always does: finding the middle of the Democrat-
ic Party and sitting squarely in wherever that is. And 
the big energy in the party ever since November 2016 

has been from women.
That’s why Democrats have nominated record 

numbers of women at all levels in 2018 and 2020, and 
why many more women ran for the Democratic nomi-
nation than had run for major-party nominations com-
bined up through 2016. From the very beginning of the 
election cycle, most observers assumed that Demo-
crats would not nominate an all-male ticket.

To be clear: It’s a case where party actors, many 
of whom are women and almost all of whom support 
politically empowering women, nominate people they 
support.

Represents ethnic diversity
And the same is true of the ethnic diversity Har-

ris represents. Biden was never as certain to embrace 
ethnic diversity as he was certain to pick a woman, 
but again that’s where a lot of the energy in the party 
is. And that meant many of his potential choices were 
Black or Latina or Asian-American.

This is not about voter choice or even voter turn-
out. There’s not a lot of evidence that running mates do 
anything about that. It’s about demonstrating who the 
party is right now. All of this is an enormous change 

from what the Democratic Party was as late as the 
1990s, when the party at best made very little effort to 
diversify its politicians.

Now we’ll see how these things hold up through 
a fall campaign. In a normal cycle, and barring scan-
dal, vice-presidential picks tend to dominate the news 
right up to when they are selected and then disappear 
rapidly after their convention acceptance speech.

Even those political scientists who find some indi-
rect effects from the selection don’t think it amounts to 
much, and there’s almost no evidence that people vote 
for the bottom of the ticket and not the top.

Could it be different this time? Perhaps. Many in 
the media may believe that the first Black woman on a 
national ticket is such a big story that it drives cover-
age in a way that most running mates don’t.

Donald Trump has often seemed particularly 
eager to attack women and Black people, espe-
cially Black women. Since he’s found little suc-
cess running against Biden so far, he may choose 
to spend more time attacking the vice-presidential 
candidate than would typically be the case — even 
if it’s counterproductive for him.

It’s also possible that Biden’s advanced age will 
make the media more focused on the second slot (al-
though that didn’t happen in 2016, when both nomi-
nees at the top of the ticket were unusually old, and 
it doesn’t appear to be happening with Trump now). 
And the oddities of electioneering during the pandem-
ic might throw off all sorts of media norms.

Of course, it’s always possible that some scandal 
will turn up that everyone missed during Harris’s 
earlier presidential run and that Biden’s vetting 
team also missed. But the advantage of selecting 
someone who has already been in the race makes 
surprises less likely.

So my bet is that Biden has successfully made a sol-
id, boring selection. She’s qualified for the presidency 
if necessary, and she’s unlikely to harm his chances 
at winning. And she reminds us again that Biden is, 
above all, a mainstream Democrat.

Bloomberg

Jonathan Bernstein

Donald Trump has 
often seemed 

particularly eager to attack 
women and Black people, 
especially Black women. 
Since he’s found little 
success running against 
Biden so far, he may choose 
to spend more time 
attacking the vice-
presidential candidate than 
would typically be the case 
— even if it’s 
counterproductive for him
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British fashion school grad-
uate Phoebe St. Leger’s 
dream of landing a job at 
a design label is on hold. 

Like many others in the global 
Class of 2020, the pandemic is 
clouding her career ambitions.

The coronavirus forced the 
cancellation of her university 
graduating class’s final-year fash-
ion show, removing the chance to 
show her knitwear collection to 
people in the industry, some of 
whom might have liked her work 
enough to offer her a job.

Instead, St. Leger, 23, returned 
to her family home in Win-
chester, southern England, and 
submitted her classwork online. 
She has applied for about 40 jobs 
and received only rejections.

“All the jobs have all dried up - 
everywhere,” she said. She knows 
graduates from previous years 

who have been fired or furloughed 
and is prepared to get a job at a 
bar. “It’s still hard to be hopeful 
when you’re not seeing anyone 
doing well at the moment.”

Around the world, young peo-
ple armed with new degrees, 
diplomas and professional quali-
fications are struggling to enter 
the workforce as the pandemic 
pushes the global economy 
into recession. COVID-19 has 
thwarted hopes of landing first 
jobs - important for jumpstarting 
careers - as employers cut back 
graduate recruiting plans or even 
revoke job offers.

The latest U.S. job numbers 
Friday underscored the murky 
outlook: 1.8 million jobs were 
added in July, a sharp slowdown 
in employment growth from 
the month before. It means the 
world’s biggest economy has re-
gained just 42% of jobs lost to the 
coronavirus.

U.S. careers website Glassdoor 
says the number of jobs adver-
tised as “entry level” or “new 
grad” was down 68% in May from 
a year ago. In Britain, companies 
plan to cut student recruitment 
by 23% this year, according to a 
survey of 179 businesses by the 
Institute of Student Employers.

The wave of delayed employment 
will ripple out through the economy, 
says Brian Kropp, chief of HR research 
at consultancy Gartner. Many grads 
will have student loan debts they 
won’t be able to start paying off 
until they find a job, he said.

“If you can’t get an entry level 
job today, that means that you 
don’t move out of your parent’s 
house, you don’t develop real 
work experience, you don’t buy 
your first home until later, and 
you don’t get married until later.”

Michael Welch, 22, has been 
scouring LinkedIn, Monster 
and Indeed for postings and 

connections after earning a 
University of Connecticut en-
gineering degree. He hadn’t 
planned to start his job search 
until after graduation.

“That plan was disrupted be-
cause I was planning to go into a 
good job market,” he said. “Sud-
denly I was in one of the worst 
job markets in recent history.”

Welch, who moved back home 
with his parents, worries about 
online interviews and starting a job 
remotely. “Remote jobs are great 
for someone who doesn’t have to 
commute and already has a job,” 
he said. But “for someone entering 
the job market it is a scary prospect. 
It’s difficult to learn technical skills 
when you’re in a remote setting.”

Noah Isaak, a 2019 grad and 
newly certified teacher, has been 
applying for jobs in the Chicago 
public school system and has 
done a few interviews but they 
didn’t lead anywhere. Most of the 

people he knows from his pro-
gram are having trouble, too.

Now he’s considering applying 
for minimum wage jobs at Target, 
Costco, coffee shops and Amazon.

“I’m stressed,” said Isaak, 23. 
“Nothing is really going how we 
expected it to go. It’s comforting 
that it’s not a personal flaw and 
other people are going through 
the same struggle. But it is diffi-
cult not knowing.”

One important long-term ef-
fect for young graduates who 
take longer to find good first jobs 
is lower pay over the course of 
their careers, experts said.

Someone who takes a year or 
more to find their first job lags 
behind their peers when it comes 
to promotions and also competes 
with younger people who come 
on to the job market later.

The problem, like the pandem-
ic, is global.

Graduate job vacancies for 

July are down from the previ-
ous year in 10 countries, accord-
ing to Adzuna, a job postings 
search engine. Britain, India and 
the Netherlands have seen the 
biggest declines, with postings 
down by more than half from a 
year ago, but other countries in-
cluding Austria, Australia, Brazil, 
and France are also seeing double 
digit percentage drops.

Graduate jobs are expected to 
shrink in 21 countries, with most 
unlikely to recover next year, ac-
cording to a separate report by 
Britain’s ISE.

Maria Jose Casco, a newly quali-
fied doctor, hasn’t found work af-
ter graduating in Ecuador in April. 
Casco, 24, said she’s been search-
ing for health-related jobs as well 
as work in other industries.

Even though the pandemic 
means more need for health ser-
vices, she found employers aren’t 
hiring for full time jobs.

“They’re looking for temporary 
staff they can easily fire,” Casco 
said. She and her husband are 
living off savings and his $480 
monthly salary and, like others, 
are considering emigrating. “Be-
cause there is no future, many of 
my colleagues are looking at the 
possibility of leaving Ecuador.”

The pandemic is compound-
ing problems for young people 
in countries plagued by chronic 
economic instability.

Two years after graduating 
with from Zimbabwe’s Midlands 
State University, 24-year old Em-
manuel Reyai is no closer to his 
goal of getting a job related to his 
degree in local governance. His 
search is stymied by both the Af-
rican country’s economic collapse 
and the coronavirus outbreak.

“I have applied more than 40 
times - nothing,” he said, clutch-
ing a plastic folder containing his 
academic certificates.

Covid-19: Pandemic Has Shattered Global 
Class Of 2020’S Hopes For Landing First Job

“
ALL THE JOBS HAVE ALL DRIED UP - EVERYWHERE,” SHE SAID. 
She knows graduates from previous years who have been fired or furloughed and is prepared 
to get a job at a bar. “It’s still hard to be hopeful when you’re not seeing anyone doing well 

at the moment.”

Rich Tributes Paid To Agha Ashraf Ali

'Agha Ashraf Ali Loved His Intellectual Independence'
SRINAGAR: Renowned scholar, 
educationist and public intel-
lectual Agha Ashraf Ali was re-
membered during a webinar here 
today. The webinar was attended 
by various eminent personalities. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Asgar Samoon, Principal Secre-
tary, Education & Skill Depart-
ment, J&K, said that Agha sahab  
was an emancipated and liber-
ated soul whose extempore, 
bold and fearless way of talking 
will live with us for a long time 
to come. “He was an inspiration 
for youth. His first and last love 
was education and his aim was 
to turn literacy into education in 
a way that will benefit our soci-
ety,” said Samoon. “He was one 
of the few living intellectuals of 
Kashmir whose vision if realised 
will do wonders for us.” 

Samoon said that the educa-
tion department will sponsor 
any author who wants to write a 
book on Agha Ashraf Ali. “In ad-
dition to it we will work on in-
cluding a chapter on his life his-
tory in our school syllabus,” said 
Samoon. “Our biggest tribute to 
him will be to strengthen our 
education sector. We are already 
working on training teachers, 
skill development courses for 
students and other such things. 
We will take forward his ideas 
and strive for better education 
of our children.”

Senior lawyer and philanthro-
pist, Zaffar Shah, while sharing 
his tributes, said that “Agha sa-
hab was a fearless man”, adding 
“he would say what he wanted 
to. Not all people are able to say 
what they wish to. Education 
was very close to his heart, and 
he would often bring grassroots 
education in his conversations. 
He was rich with his own self. 
His self respect, his honour did 

not flow from the official posi-
tion he held. He had his own 
personality and charm. What 
made him great was his cher-
ished dream that all our young 
people should have a very good 
quality education.”

He said that Agha Ashraf’s life 
revolved around education and 
tribute to him will be to convert 
his house into museum and re-
search institute, where young 
people can come and get inspired 
from his personality and work.

G. R. Sufi, former Chief In-
formation Commissioner, J&K, 
while reflecting on his experi-
ence of knowing Agha sahab 
as a public intellectual and as a 
neighbour, said that “when he 
first met him, he felt as if he had 
known Agha sahab for years.”

“He was an educationist to 
the core and education was all 
over his heart and mind. Lately, 
I have been reading his Urdu 
memoir “Kuch toa kahiye ki loag 
kehte hain”. It is a book that re-
flects 70-80 years of history or 
education in J&K. He has also 
slightly touched upon politics 
and has not minced words in 
that expression”, Mr Sufi added.  

Prof Siddiq Wahid, former 
vice chancellor of Islamic Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (IUST), while recalling his 
interface with Agha sahab dur-
ing his initial days, said that he 
has known Agha Ashraf Ali as 
someone who loved his intel-
lectual independence, and that 
was something that was “com-
mon between them.” 

“One of my regrets is that I, as 
the Vice Chancellor of IUST, never 
invited him to speak at the uni-
versity”, he said, emphasising 
that “we need to recognise peo-
ple like him and recognise them 
completely, not to idolise them 

but to know the spirit and the 
ideas they had and presented to 
us. They were the kind of people 
who embraced knowledge wher-
ever it was coming from”.

Anuradha Bhasin, Executive 
Editor of Kashmir Times, spoke 
at length about her family’s 
long association with Agha sa-
hab and his family.  “In order to 
take forward Agha sahab’s great 
legacies, it is important for us to 
understand those legacies. He 
was larger than life. We are not 
only talking only about his in-
tellectualism but also the values 
that he espoused and we need to 
preserve those which ever way 
possible. The other thing is edu-
cation, that was the prime motive 
of his life. It is also bringing his vi-
sion about quality education. He 
would often say that he hates it 
when people buy books and keep 

those to themselves. He believed 
in sharing knowledge. And that 
is what we need to do to take his 
legacy forward”, she said. 

Arjimand Hussain Talib, Execu-
tive Member of the Agha Shahid 
Ali Writers Cooperative moder-
ated the webinar and shared the 
story of the library movement he 
and some of his friends initiated 
in Kashmir in their college days 
in early 2000s, which was men-
tored by Agha sahab.

“When we discussed the idea 
of the library with him, he shook 
us, by telling us the history of 
the Reading Room movement of 
Fateh Kadal, which, he said, was 
a precursor to Sheikh Abdullah’s 
political career. He almost jolted 
us by asking if we had any idea 
about what we guys were up 
to”, Arjimand recalled. “He was 
so delighted to join the move-

ment that he took an active part 
in the library campaign and col-
lected books for that.”

Chairman, INTACH, J&K, for 
former Director General, Tour-
ism, Saleem Beg likened Agha 
sahab’s work in ensuring right 
to education in Jammu & Kash-
mir to the “Land-to-Tiller” wa-
tershed event in J&K’s history.       

“Just like the Land-to-Tiller 
Movement has a major contribu-
tion in ensuring relatively better 
socio-economic situations in J&K, 
Agha Sahab’s work in the field of 
education helped ensure right to 
quality education here”, Mr Beg 
said, adding “he have had the 
distinction of studying compara-
tive education, the knowledge of 
which greatly empowered him in 
implementing great educational 
ideas in Kashmir.  

“And let me also say this that 

Agha sahab didn’t have a comfort-
able career here. During his active 
lifetime, we have had ten vice-
chancellors for Kashmir University 
but Agha Saheb was never made 
the vice chancellor of any univer-
sity despite having the best cre-
dentials to be one”, Mr Beg said. 

Farooq Nazki, famous Kash-
miri poet, writer and broadcaster, 
while paying his tributes to Agha 
sahab, said that while “a man is 
usually known in the time of his 
difficulties, and not in happiness, 
he got to know Agha sahab more 
profoundly after the loss of his 
beloved son Agha Shahid Ali.”

“Agha Shahid’s loss had im-
pacted him deeply, but he never 
let that tragedy overwhelm him. 
Such was the strength of his 
spirit, Mr Nazki said, adding that 
it is unfortunate that no political 
regime or administration gave 
him the due respect and posi-
tion which he deserved.

Former Commissioner Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation and Reg-
istrar Cooperatives, J&K, Dr G. N. 
Qasba, who also has the credit of 
registering Agha Shahid Ali Writ-
ers’ Cooperative and providing it 
the initial financial support, said 
that “Agha Saheb was a doctor of 
books. He would sort of examine 
a person and then recommend 
a book to him with the message 
that it will improve your life.”

As far as our tributes to him 
are concerned, we will have 
to remember him and the best 
tribute to him will be to pro-
mote quality education in Kash-
mir, Dr Qasba added.

Vijay Dhar chairperson Delhi 
Public School (DPS) Society, 
recalled his association with 
the Agha family and how Agha 
Ashraf’s pearls of wisdom 
shaped his life. “Agha sahab’s 
contribution to education in 

J&K is enormous, and he be-
lieved that if teachers were not 
educated, children will not be 
educated,” said Vijay while rec-
ommending that the College of 
Education at Srinagar be named 
after him, as a tribute to him for 
establishing that institution. 

Dr Nusrat Andrabi, former 
Principal Govt Women’s Col-
lege, Srinagar, whose family is 
amongst the ones with the close 
ties with the Agha family recom-
mended naming the road from 
the Lal Ded Hospital to Zero 
Bridge as Agha Shahid Ali Bridge, 
which, she said, was a cherished 
wish of Agha Ashraf sahab.    

Dr Shafi Ayub, who teaches 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), while recalling his 
days of knowing Agha sahab, 
announced to contribute one 
thousand books for any library 
that will be developed in his 
memory in Srinagar.

  G. N. Var, Secretary General of 
the Agha Shahid Ali Writers’ Co-
operative recalled the time when 
they registered the cooperative 
with an aim to groom the young 
students. “He would often say 
that if you have to work and help 
society one should not expect 
anything from the government. 
His dream was to establish and 
strengthen the private education-
al institute and at least establish 
one big library in the city,” said 
Var while urging for recognising 
and appreciating our talent. 

The webinar was organised 
by Agha Shahid Ali Writers’ Co-
operative in collaboration with 
Ziraat Times. Both bodies have 
invited people with any liter-
ary and visual resources related 
to Agha sahab so as to  compile 
a consolidated knowledge re-
source about the late education-
alist and thinker.”
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North Macedonia police 
find 148 migrants, including 
81 Pakistanis, in trucks

N E W S  M A K E R S

Men May Be ‘Insulted’ By Biden 
Picking Woman As VP: Trump

Science And Politics Tied Up In 
Global Race For A Vaccine
Agencies

WASHINGTON: No, Russia is 
not having a Sputnik moment.

The announcement Tues-
day by Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin that his country was 
the first to approve a coronavi-
rus vaccine did not provoke the 
awe and wonder of the Soviet 
Union’s launch of the first sat-
ellite into orbit in 1957. Instead 
it was met by doubts about the 
science and safety.

But it also underscored 
how, like the space race, the 
competition to have the first 
vaccine is about international 
rivalries as well as science. The 
first nation to develop a way to 
defeat the novel coronavirus 
will achieve a kind of moonshot 
victory and the global status 
that goes along with it.

That’s valuable to Putin, 
whose popularity at home has 
declined amid a stagnant econ-
omy and the ravages of the vi-
rus outbreak.

“To be the first one out of the 
block with a coronavirus vac-

cine would be a real — pardon 
the pun — shot in the arm for the 
Kremlin,” said Timothy Frye, a 
political science professor at Co-
lumbia University who special-
izes in post-Soviet politics.

Certainly, Russia is not 
alone in viewing a vaccine in 
this light. China, where the 
virus first emerged, has also 
raced to make progress on a 
vaccine. A state-owned Chi-
nese company is boasting that 
its employees, including top 
executives, received experi-
mental shots even before the 
government approved testing 
in people.

And President Donald 
Trump, whose handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic has put 
his political fate in grave jeop-
ardy, is hoping to get credit for 
his administration’s aggres-
sive push for a vaccine, ideally 
one that arrives before Elec-
tion Day in November.

It’s far from clear at this point 
whether Putin has beaten Trump 
to this medical milestone.

Putin said the Health Min-

istry gave its approval after 
the vaccine underwent the 
necessary tests and said one 
of his two adult daughters had 
been inoculated. “We should be 
grateful to those who have tak-
en this first step, which is very 
important for our country and 
the whole world,” he said.

No proof was offered and 
scientists in Russia warned 
that more testing would be 
necessary to prove it is safe 
and effective. Nonetheless, of-
ficials said vaccination of doc-
tors could start as early as this 
month and mass vaccination 
may begin as early as October.

Scientists around the 
world have been cautioning 
that even if vaccine candidates 
are proven to work, it will take 
even more time to tell how 
long the protection will last.

“It’s a too early stage to 
truly assess whether it’s go-
ing to be effective, whether 
it’s going to work or not,” Dr. 
Michael Head, senior research 
fellow in global health at the 
University of Southampton.

Agencies

United Nations: Half of the 
world’s youth population are 
subject to anxiety or depres-
sion-causing circumstances 
and more than a third are un-
certain of their future career 
prospects due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to a sur-
vey by the International La-
bour Organization.

The ILO’s ‘Youth and CO-
VID-19: impacts on jobs, educa-
tion, rights and mental well-be-
ing’ survey found that if urgent 
action is not taken, youths are 
at the risk of suffering severe 
and long-lasting adverse im-
pacts from the pandemic.

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
has disrupted every aspect of 
our lives. Even before the onset 
of the crisis, the social and eco-
nomic integration of young peo-
ple was an ongoing challenge. 
Now, unless urgent action is 
taken, young people are likely 
to suffer severe and long-lasting 
impacts from the pandemic,” 
the report said on Tuesday.

The ILO survey aimed to 
capture the immediate effects 
of the pandemic on the lives 
of youths (aged 18 to 29 years) 
with regard to employment, 
education, mental health, 
rights and social activism.

Over 12,000 responses 
were received from 112 coun-
tries, with a large proportion 
coming from educated youths 
with access to the Internet.

The survey found that one 
in two (i.e., 50 per cent) young 
people across the world are 
possibly subject to anxiety or 
depression, while 17 per cent 
are probably affected by it.

“Severe disruption to 
learning and working, com-
pounded by the health crisis, 
has seen a deterioration in 
young people’s mental well-
being,” the survey said.

Mental well-being is lowest 
for young women and younger 
youths between the ages of 18 
and 24 years.

Young people whose educa-
tion or work was either disrupt-
ed or had stopped completely 

were almost twice as likely to be 
affected by anxiety or depression 
as compared to those who con-
tinued to be employed or whose 
education was not affected.

“This underscores the in-
terlinkages that exist between 
mental well-being, educational 
success and labour market in-
tegration,” it said.

Among those who thought 
that their education would be 
delayed or might fail, 22 per cent 
were likely to be affected by anx-
iety or depression, compared to 
12 per cent of students whose 
education remained on track.

According to the report, 38 
per cent of young people are 
uncertain of their future career 
prospects, with the COVID-19 
crisis expected to create more 
obstacles in the labour market 
and to lengthen the transition 
from school to work.

The coronavirus, which 
first emerged in China’s Wu-
han city, has claimed over 7.4 
lakh lives with more than 20 
million confirmed cases across 
the world so far.

Covid-19: One in two youths subject to 
depression, anxiety, says ILO survey

Iran’s Irgc Reveals ‘Main Reason’ 
Qassem Soleimani Was Assassinated
Agencies

BEIRUT: The head of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), 
Yadallah Jawani, revealed the 
“main reason” for the assassi-
nation of the commander of the 
Quds Force, General Qassem 
Soleimani, by the U.S., claim-
ing that “it was a strategic goal 
through which they sought to 
stop the resistance in the re-
gion and change the course of 
developments that were in the 
interest of the resistance.”

Jawani said, in an inter-
view with the Fars News Agen-
cy, that “when the resistance 
in the region becomes strong, 
this means weakening the an-
ti-it movement in our region 
represented by the Zionist en-
tity and reactionary regimes 
associated with foreign pow-
ers as well as foreign powers, 
the counterpart of the United 
States in the region.”

He referred to the state-

ment of the Iranian Leader Ali 
Khamenei during his meeting 
with the Iraqi Prime Minister 
that “the Islamic Republic of 
Iran will never forget the case 
of the assassination of the mar-
tyr Soleimani and the martyr 
Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, and 
we will definitely deal a blow 
to the Americans.”

Jawani added: “The Amer-
icans estimated that the main 
reason for their defeats over 
the past two decades in the re-
gion was Iran, especially the 
Revolutionary Guard, particu-

larly the Quds Force, whose ac-
tivity revolves around the axis 
of the martyr Qassem Solei-
mani, and from here they be-
lieved that striking Soleimani 
would enable them to stop the 
course of developments and 
change them.” .

Soleimani and Mohandis 
were assassinated on January 
3rd, when a U.S. drone struck 
their vehicle near the Baghdad 
International Airport.

Agencies

Islamabad: Police in North 
Macedonia say they have dis-
covered 148 migrants crammed 
into trucks in two separate op-
erations in central and north-
ern parts of the country, and 
have arrested two men on sus-
picion of trafficking migrants.

Police said their patrol 
stopped a truck and accompa-
nying passenger car near the 
town of Demir Kapija, about 110 
kilometres south of the capital 
Skopje, on Wednesday. They, 
found 103 migrants, including 29 
children, packed into the truck. 
The majority — 81 people — were 
from Pakistan, while 10 were 

from Afghanistan, eight from In-
dia, two from Egypt and one each 
from Iran and Syria. Two men 
from North Macedonia were ar-
rested as suspected smugglers.

The migrants were trans-
ferred to a migrant shelter in 
the southern border town of 
Gevgelija pending deporta-
tion to Greece, where they are 
believed to have crossed into 

North Macedonia from.
Another 45 migrants from 

Syria, Bangladesh, Somalia, 
Pakistan and the Palestin-
ian territory were found in 
an abandoned truck near the 
northern village of Vaksince, 
near the border with Serbia, 
late Wednesday.

Police said the truck driv-
er fled the scene.

The Greek border with 
North Macedonia was closed 
earlier this year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. But 
trafficking networks remain 
active, ferrying migrants who 
make their way from Turkey 
into Greece and then attempt 

to head north, through Serbia 
to more prosperous countries 
in the European Union.

Police said that in July 
alone they had detained a total 
of 567 migrants attempting to 
illegally transit North Mace-
donia and had arrested nine 
people, including three Ser-
bian nationals, suspected of 
migrant trafficking.

‘Sheer Gangster Logic, 
Daylight Robbery’: China On 
US TikTok Threat
Agencies

Beijing: The US threatening to 
force a sellout within 45 days or 
ban TikTok is ‘’sheer gangster 
logic and ‘’daylight robbery’’, 
said Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
on Wednesday on Wednesday.

“Without producing any 
solid evidence, the US adminis-
tration is taking actions against 
TikTok based on the presump-
tion of guilt, and threatening to 
force a sellout within 45 days 
or simply ban it. The “deal” is 
sheer gangster logic and day-
light robbery,” Ms Hua tweeted.

Ms Hua further said, “The 
moves are utterly disgraceful. 
The whole US govt is ganging 
up like tigers preying on a rab-
bit. Also with fabricated allega-
tions, it’’s hunting down Huawei 
around the world. It pursues a 
digital gunboat policy, a clean 
network and turns the Internet 
into a self-serving US-net.”

On August 7, Donald Trump 

signed executive orders halting 
all transactions with Chinese 
applications TikTok and We-
Chat within 45 days, citing na-
tional security concerns.

Citing Huawei’s example, US 
Secretary of State Michael Pom-
peo earlier had stated that the US 

has stopped recognising the Chi-
nese tech giant as an “innocent 
telecommunications company” 
and has called it a “national se-
curity threat,” while adding that 
Washington has taken appropri-
ate action in this regard.

“We know now that trading 
with China is not like trading 
with a normal and law-abiding 
nation.Beijing treats interna-
tional agreements as sugges-
tions, as conduits for global 
dominance. Doing business 
with a CCP-backed company is 
not the same as doing business 
with, say, a Canadiancompany. 
They do not answer to indepen-
dent boards or pursue profit,” 
he added.

Israel closes key Gaza 
crossing to ‘all goods’
Agencies

Jerusalem: Israel shuts down 
the Gaza Strip’s border cross-
ing that hosts most imports 
into the Tel Aviv-besieged ter-
ritory as a punitive measure 
against alleged launches of 
“incendiary balloons” from 
the Palestinian enclave to-
wards the occupied territories.

Kerem Shalom Crossing 
was closed on Tuesday after at 
least four rounds of aerial and 
ground attacks against the ter-
ritory under the same pretext.

Before closing the termi-
nal, the regime claimed that 
more than 30 fires had erupted 
across Gaza’s border with the 
occupied territories as a result 
of the alleged balloon launch, 
Reuters reported.

“Kerem Shalom Crossing 
will be closed for the passage of 
all goods, with the exception of 
the entry of essential humani-
tarian equipment and fuel,” 
Israel’s Ministry of Military 
Affairs said in a statement.

Palestinian officials said 
the closure in particular af-
fected construction materials.

Tel Aviv besieged Gaza in 
2007 after the Palestinian resis-
tance movement of Hamas rose 
to power there. Ever since, the 
enclave has been receiving its 
bare essentials through Kerem 
Shalom as well as two other 

crossings, including one with 
Egypt, which is being strictly 
controlled by Cairo.

Last Monday, the regime 
launched a set of airstrikes on 
Gaza, accusing Hamas of fly-
ing fire balloons towards the 
occupied territories.

The regime repeated the 
strikes on Thursday and this 
Monday. The aerial bombard-
ments were intervened by a 
round of tank fire targeting the 
territory on Sunday.

Hamas, which has been 
defending Gaza against such 
repeated incursions, has called 
the increase in Israeli violence 
“a message of escalation and 
aggression” and an attempt by 
the Israeli regime “to export 
its internal crises to the strip.”

The escalation comes as 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu is entangled in 
a political and legitimacy cri-
sis that boils down to his trial 
on charges bribery, fraud, and 
breach of trust.

Israelis regularly hold 
thousands-strong rallies out-
side his residence, asking him 
to step down.

In recent weeks, thou-
sands of protesters have also 
rallied, mainly in Tel Aviv and 
the holy occupied city of Je-
rusalem al-Quds, against Ne-
tanyahu’s mishandling of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“I learnt about my popularity in 
Pakistan from Instagram. I had 
so many marriage proposals,” 
laughed actor Cengiz Coskun

Endorsed by Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan himself, it is 
no surprise that Dirilis Ertu-
grul has been breaking records 
and proving to be one of the 
most popular television series 
airing in Pakistan in 2020.

In a recent talk show host-
ed by Waseem Badami, one of 
the show’s most sought out 
characters Turgut Alp (played 
by Cengiz Coskun), was invit-
ed to talk about his experience 
with the show’s unexpected 
popularity in Pakistan.

With his past associated 
with sports, the Turkish actor 
instantly hit it off on a friendly 
note with Shahid Afridi and 

the duo shared warm invites 
and excitement at the prospect 
of meeting each other soon.

“I used to play basket-
ball for ten years,” revealed 
Coskun. “Played profession-
ally for three years, but when 
I got injured, I started model-
ling, then acting, and now I’m 
here in front of your eyes.”

While he asked Boom Boom 

to teach him how to play cricket, 
the former national team cap-
tain was pretty sure he wasn’t 
going to take up acting.

“No chance, it’s not my 
domain and I don’t know how 
to act,” shared Afridi. “I do TV 
commercials with great diffi-
culty. It’s not my job at all.”

However, he did express a 
keenness to learn how to use 
the axe, from Alp himself - and 
like every other Pakistani, 
Afridi too admitted to being a 
huge fan of the show.

“Some of my friends were 
pushing me to watch this 
drama. When they told me it 
had 500 episodes, I said, ‘Are 
you crazy’? My schedule was 
very busy. But once I went to 
Bangladesh for matches, that’s 
when I started watching it, and 

this was one and a half years 
ago. I liked the drama so much, 
I finished it in just 40 days.”

“My daughters were al-
ways saying, ‘Papa you’re 
not giving us attention’ and I 
would tell them it’s addictive. 
‘Once you watch it, you’ll see’. 
And now I’m rewatching it 
with them. When Halime died 
and Ertugrul cried, that made 
everyone cry in my home,’” 
said Afridi.

Surprisingly, Cengiz too 
admitted to watching every 
episode of Ertugrul.

“I was checking what I 
did, didn’t do, where I went 
wrong,” he admitted, reveal-
ing that using an axe wasn’t 
part of his character’s history 
but his own choice, in order to 
stand out as unique.

The inspiring story of US Senator 
Kamala Harris and many firsts

W
ASHINGTON: Indian-origin 
Senator Kamala Devi Harris 
scripted history when she be-
came the first Black 

woman to be appointed as running 
mate by Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden in the Novem-
ber presidential elections.

Biden on Tuesday picked Har-
ris as his running mate, recognis-
ing the crucial role Black voters 
could play in his determined bid to 
defeat President Donald Trump in 
the US presidential election.

The 55-year-old California sena-
tor becomes just the third woman to 
be selected as the vice president on a major 
party ticket. Then-Alaska Governor Sarah 
Palin in 2008 and New York Representative 
Geraldine Ferraro in 1984 were the other two.

A searing critique-turned ally of her for-
mer rival Biden, Harris had her own presi-
dential dreams, which she suspended by the 
end of 2019, saying she lacked the financial 

resources to continue her campaign.
She is one of only three Asian Ameri-

cans in the Senate and she’s the first Indian-
American ever to serve in the 
chamber.

Harris is known for many 
firsts.

She has been a county dis-
trict attorney; the district at-
torney for San Francisco - the 
first woman and first African-
American and Indian-origin to 
be elected to the position.

She would be several firsts 
in her role as vice president 
also: the first woman, the first 

African-American woman, the first Indian-
American and the first Asian-American.

Harris was born to two immigrant par-
ents: a Black father and an Indian mother.

Her father, Donald Harris, was from Ja-
maica, and her mother, Shyamala Gopalan, 
a cancer researcher and civil rights activist 
from Chennai.
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Three Killed As Police Open 
Fire In Bengaluru; Govt Says 
Violence A Well Planned Act

Three people were killed after 
police opened fire to quell a 
mob that went on a rampage 
in a city locality irked over a 

social media post allegedly put out 
by a Congress legislator's relative, 
with the Government terming the 
violence as a "well-planned act." 
"Three people have died (in police 
firing)," Bengaluru Police Commis-
sioner Kamal Pant told PTI. Further, 
110 people have been arrested in 
connection with the rioting at Pu-
lakeshi Nagar here.

Scores, including around 50 police-
men, were injured in the violence that 
erupted on Tuesday night and contin-
ued till the wee hours of Wednesday, 
apparently triggered by the online 
post. Pulakeshi Nagar MLA Akhanda 
Srinivasa Murthys residence and a 
police station at D J Halli were among 
those targeted by the angry mob.

The house of the MLA, who was not 
at home at the time, was allegedly set 
on fire. "The manner in which the riots 
were perpetrated shows that it was a 
well planned act and was intended to 

spread to other parts of the city.
These are traitors," Revenue Minis-

ter Ashoka told reporters after meet-
ing Congress MLA in his office at Vid-
hana Soudha. The Minister said the 
MLA's house was completely dam-
aged, belongings including Sarees 
and jewels were looted and rest was 
set on fire including vehicles.

"It is clear from the intensity of 
vandalism that the intention was to 
attack and finish off Srinivasa Mur-
thy. It has to be investigated whether 
any corporator or anti-social ele-
ments from within the state and 

outside were involved," Ashoka said.
Tourism minister C T Ravi said:"It 

is clear and evident that yesterday's 
violent attack was carried out by a 
Muslim mob in a pre-planned man-
ner." Home Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai said six companies of the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force are being 
dispatched to the violence-hit areas 
of Bengaluru. Three companies from 
Hyderabad and three from Chennai 
will be deployed in DG Halli and K 
G Halli police station limits, he told 
reporters at Udupi before leaving 
for Bengaluru.

He said the situation is now un-
der control and additional police 
forces are deployed in the area. 
Rapid action force and the 'Garuda' 
force are also being deployed, the 
minister added.

Meanwhile, the state government 
on Wednesday announced that a 
district magistrate would conduct 
an inquiry into the violence. The 
government also decided to recover 
losses caused to public property dur-
ing the violence from the rioters.

11 Pakistan Migrants' Alleged Suicide: Victim In Video 
Accuses 'Gang' Of Harassment, Police Of Not Acting
JODHPUR: Days after the death al-
legedly by suicide of 11 members 
of a family of Hindu migrants from 
Pakistan in a village in Jodhpur dis-
trict, a video has surfaced in which 
one of the victims gives a detailed 
account of the �harassment� they 
were facing at the hands of their rel-
atives and a purported gang.

The one and a half hours long 
video was in the mobile phone of 
Laxmi, one of the victims, that was 
found in the shack where the bodies 
were discovered, police said.

According to Laxmi's account 
in the video that has been viewed 
by PTI, after the family came to In-
dia in 2015 due to fears of religious 
persecution in the neighbouring 
country, they got embroiled in a row 
with their relatives here as well as a 
�gang� that allegedly tried to con-
trol their lives.

�We had no idea that we would 
be subjected to a new ordeal in India 
not only by others but by our own 
people,� Laxmi said in the video.

She said the family fled Pakistan 
and came to India on the insistence 
of Dhandali, the now estranged wife 
of her brother Kewal Ram who is the 

lone surviving member of the family.
Dhandali's family was already set-

tled in Jodhpur. Right after we arrived 
here, Dhandali shifted to her parents' 
house and started harassing us along 
with her family and others, claiming the 
custody of her children,� Laxmi said.

In the video, Laxmi alleged that 
there was a racket run by a gang that 
tried to control the lives of those who 
came to live in Jodhpur. The gang 
scared the migrants into following 
its advise in order to remain safe and 
protected, she said. These gang mem-
bers began harassing us also and had 
eye on all of us four sisters.

One of our sisters died due to their 
pressures in 2017.

They also forcibly managed to get 
our brother Ravi married to Sharifa, 
a cousin of Dhandali, who also sided 
with them to harass us,� Laxmi said 
in her elaborate account, adding that 

alleged gang members also wanted 
the sisters to marry as per their wish.

Laxmi and her sister Priya were 
both qualified nurses, but while Priya 
had been working in a nearby clinic, 
Laxmi could not work as her cer-
tificate was destroyed by this alleged 
gang, she said. Laxmi also alleged that 
the family had approached the police 
but they did not take any action.

She said the family had shifted to 
Dechu tehsil to work in farms to escape 
the harassment in Jodhpur but it did 
not help. She also said she filed a com-
plaint with the Dechu police but the po-
lice also allegedly harassed her family.

The police cases began with the 
first case registered by Dhandali in 
Mandore police station on July 16, 
2019 accusing her husband Kewal 
Ram and his sisters of harassment.

This was followed by a series of 
cases and counter cases from both 
the sides against each other, Laxmi 
stated in the video.

A police officer from Jodhpur com-
missionerate said, �The last case 
was filed by Dhandali again on Au-
gust 7, which was to be investigated 
but this incident happened before 
police could do anything.

India's Shortage Of 
Remdesivir Is Easing, 
Says Producer Cipla

BENGALURU: India's supply 
of antiviral drug remdesi-
vir and generic equivalents 
is stabilising after short-
ages of the vital COVID-19 
medicine at hospitals, ac-
cording to a top execu-
tive at one of the country's 
big drugmakers, Cipla Ltd.

Remdesivir, made by U.S.-
based Gilead Sciences Inc, 
has been in high demand 
globally, and a handful of 
companies including Cipla 
are authorised to make and 
sell generic versions in 127 
developing nations.

Cipla's launch of remde-
sivir in late June, along with 
subsequent launches by oth-
ers, has helped ease supply 
bottlenecks in India, Cipla's 
Global Chief Financial Officer, 
Kedar Upadhye, told Reuters.

"Of late, some of the com-
plaints for supplies, and the 
number of panicky calls that 
I used to get, have come 
down dramatically," Upad-
hye said. "Looks like things 
have settled."

COVID-19 cases in India, 
the world's third-worst hit 
country, have surged in the 
past month, with new infec-
tions topping 50,000 daily.

Yet while hospitals previ-
ously reported they were 
struggling to get their hands 

on the drug, leading to black 
market sales, Mr Upadhye 
said the indications from his 
supply chain were that pres-
sure had eased.

That suggested severe cas-
es had not surged as much as 
the overall numbers, he said.

Government data at the 
end of July showed about 
0.3% of the country's active 
coronavirus patients were 
on ventilators, while 1.6% on 
intensive care unit support 
and 2.3% on oxygen support.

Severe cases likely 
amounted to under 3% of 
all infections, said Giridhara 
Babu, an epidemiologist at 
the Public Health Founda-
tion of India.

India, one of the world's 
biggest producer of generic 
drugs, recommends remde-
sivir for moderate to severe 
COVID-19. Doctors also use 
other drugs, including favir-
piravir, another antiviral ap-
proved for the disease.

Cipla, which is also free to 
export the drug, supplies it 
in South Africa and plans to 
expand access to "several sub-
Saharan African countries", it 
has said. India had previously 
blocked exports of another 
drug, hydroxychloroquine, 
used by some doctors in 
treating the disease. The ban 
has since been lifted.

Cipla declined to com-
ment on the number of vials 
of remdesivir it had shipped 
so far, but said it had started 
making the drug at a plant 
in Goa in western India to 
ramp up production.

Sanjay Dutt Diagnosed 
With Stage 3 Lung Cancer, 
To Fly To Us For Treatment

MUMBAI: Bollywood actor 
Sanjay Dutt has been diag-
nosed with lung cancer of 
Stage 3. Dutt, 61, was admit-
ted to Lilavati Hospital after 
complaining of breathless-
ness on August 8. He was 
later discharged from the 
medical facility on Monday.

Dutt had tested negative 
for COVID-19. "Just wanted 
to assure everyone that I'm 
doing well. I'm currently 
under medical observation 
and my COVID-19 report is 
negative. With the help and 
care of the doctors, nurses 
and staff at Lilavati hospi-
tal, I should be home in a 
day or two. Thank you for 
your well wishes and bless-
ings," he had tweeted on 
the day of his admission to 
the hospital.

On Tuesday, the ac-
tor posted a statement on 
Twitter, announcing that 
he would be taking a "short 
break" from professional 
commitments to focus on 
medical treatment.

He also urged his fans not 
to worry or unnecessar-

ily speculate, saying that he 
would be "back soon" with 
people's love and support.

"I am taking a short break 
from work for some medi-
cal treatment. My fam-
ily and friends are with me 
and I urge my well wishers 
not to worry or unnecessar-
ily speculate. With your love 
and good wishes, I will be 
back soon!" his post read.

Noted film journalist and 
editor-in-chief of Film Infor-
mation, Komal Nahta, shared 
the news on his Twitter. 
“Sanjay Dutt diagnosed with 
lung cancer. Let’s pray for his 
speedy recovery,” he tweeted.

As per the report, the ac-
tor will soon fly to the US for 
treatment.

Dutt's upcoming movie 
Sadak 2, which was slated 
to hit theatres this month, 
will now premiere on 
Disney+Hotstar. The actor 
was last seen in three films 
in 2019 - Ashutosh Gowar-
iker's period drama Panipat, 
Karan Johar-produced Ka-
lank and political drama 
Prassthanam.

Light Combat Helicopters 
Deployed For Operations 
At Leh, Confirms HAL

The Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) 
confirmed on Wednes-

day two Light Combat Heli-
copters (LCH) produced by 
it have been deployed for 
operations at high altitude 
(Leh sector) at short notice 
to support IAF missions, "in 
the light of the prevailing 
situation on the border." 

"It is the lightest attack 
helicopter in the world de-
signed and developed by 
HAL to meet the specific 
and unique requirements of 
Indian Armed Forces reflect-
ing the crucial role of HAL in 
'Atma Nirbhar Bharat',” HAL's 
CMD R. Madhavan said.

The Vice Chief of Air Staff, 
Air Marshal Harjit Singh 
Arora took part in one such 
operation along with HAL 
test pilot, Wg Cdr (Retd), 
Subash P. John recently by 
taking-off from high altitude 
location to a forward area for 
a simulated attack on a high 
altitude target, the Bengalu-
ru-headquartered company 
said in a statement.

"This was followed by a 
landing at one of the most 
treacherous helipads in the 
region. The LCH success-
fully demonstrated its quick 
deployment prowess to for-
ward locations in extreme 
temperatures," it said.

LCH is a potent weapon 
platform because of its state-
of-the-art systems and high-
ly accurate weapons that are 

capable of hitting any type 
of target by day or night, ac-
cording to HAL. The other 
features of LCH include its 
ability to operate in the com-
plete Area of Responsibility 
(AOR) and altitudes.

It has capability to carry 
adequate weapon load at 
high altitudes under varied 
conditions. All these char-
acteristics make it most 
suitable for hot and high al-
titude operations, the state-
ment added. The IAF and the 
Indian Army together need 
around 160 LCHs, HAL said.

The Defence Acquisi-
tion Council (DAC) had ap-
proved the proposal for 
initial batch of 15 LCHs, the 
statement said. The IAF is-
sued Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for 15 Limited Series 
Production (LSP) helicopter 
(10 for IAF and 5 for Army) 
and HAL had submitted its 
response, it said, adding, 
technical evaluation and the 
price negotiations have been 
concluded and the order is 
expected shortly.

"However, as a proactive 
measure, HAL has launched 
production of LSPs in anticipa-
tion of orders at its Bengaluru 
facility," the statement said. 

Private Trains Should 
Have Sliding Doors, Talk-
Back, Coach Surveillance: 
Railways’ Draft Specification

NEW DELHI: Electronic slid-
ing doors, windows with 
double-glazed safety glass, 
Braille signages, emergency 
talk-back mechanism, pas-
senger surveillance system, 
and information and destina-
tion boards. These are some 
of the specifications the Rail-
ways has demanded from 
private operators in trains 
that they will be running on 
the Railways network.

A draft specification for pri-
vate trains, shared by the Rail-
ways on Wednesday, also says 
these trains would provide 
noise-free travel to passen-
gers and be capable of run-
ning at a speed of 160 km/hr.

“The train shall be de-
signed so that they can op-
erate safely at a maximum 
speed of 180 kmph during 
testing. Train shall be capable 
of accelerating to a speed of 
160 kmph from 0 kmph in a 
maximum of 140 seconds on 
level track,” says the draft. 

These trains will be fitted 
with an emergency brake 
which can bring them to a 
standstill in less than 1,250 
m when travelling at 160 
kmph, it says.

It also says that the trains 
should be designed for a life 
of 35 years.

“Each coach shall have 

minimum four electrically/
pneumatically powered, 
plug type doors, two on each 
side,” it says.

The door mechanism shall 
have safety provision where-
by the train shall not start 
unless all doors have been 
closed and electrically locked.

“Provision shall be made 
for passengers to open doors 
to permit evacuation from 
a stopped train in an emer-
gency,” the draft says.

“There shall be an internal 
and external manual release 
mechanism on one door per 
side in each coach. All windows 
shall be provided with double-
glazed safety glass,” it says.

Stressing the need for 
hazard-free environment for 
users, the draft also says that 
adequate handholds shall be 
provided throughout the car.

The document also says 
normal and emergency equip-
ment and controls which the 
users or crew may operate 
shall be clearly identified, and 
operating procedures present-
ed in both text and graphic for-
mats. “Passenger emergency 
signs shall also be embossed in 
Braille raised typeface,” it says.

The trains shall be de-
signed to keep the noise 
emissions as low as possible 
and designed to prevent 
drumming, rattles or vibra-
tions throughout its life.

The draft says the train shall 
provide a public address (PA) 
facility so that the loco pilot 
or guard can make announce-
ments to passengers from 
driving /non-driving cab.

Sushant Singh Rajput More Famous After 
Death: Memon; NCP Disapproves Remark
MUMBAI: NCP leader Majeed 
Memon on Wednesday said 
actor Sushant Singh Rajput 
was not as famous during his 
lifetime as he is after death, a 
remark which did not go down 
well with his party which 
quickly distanced itself from it.

The NCP said it was Memon's per-
sonal opinion and not of the party.

Memon, who is a former Ra-
jya Sabha member and a promi-
nent lawyer, also said the media 
space that the late actor is oc-
cupying nowadays is perhaps 
more than" Indias Prime Minis-
ter and US President.

As reactions came in on the 
social media following his post, 
Memon said his comments do not 
insult the late actor in any way.

Rajput, 34, was found hang-

ing at his apartment in Bandra 
area here on June 14.

A tug of war has been going 
on between the governments 
of Bihar and Maharashtra over 
the case. Maharashtra has been 
contending that Bihar had no 
jurisdiction in the matter since 
the death took place in Mumbai.

Mumbai Police have so far re-
corded statements of 56 people  in-

cluding Rajput's sisters, his friend 
and actress Rhea Chakraborty 
and some other film personali-
ties in connection with his death. 
Rajput's father K K Singh on 
July 25 lodged a complaint with 
Patna police against Chakraborty 
and her family members, accus-
ing them of abetting the actor's 
suicide. An FIR has been regis-
tered by Patna police against 
Chakraborty and others under 
various IPC sections.

"Sushant was not as famous 
during his lifetime as he is after 
his death. The space in media he 
is occupying nowadays is per-
haps more than our PM or Presi-
dent of US! Memon tweeted.

Memon said secrecy has to be 
maintained when a crime is at 
the investigation stage.

Pranab Mukherjee's Condition 
Continues To Remain Critical
NEW DELHI: Former President 
Pranab Mukherjee's health condi-
tion continued to remain critical 
after undergoing emergency sur-
gery for a brain clot and was on a 
ventilator currently, the Army Hos-
pital, where he has been admitted, 
informed on Wednesday.

Presently, he is hemodynami-
cally stable and on a ventilator.

On Tuesday, Army Hospital stated 
the former president who under-
went life-saving emergency surgery 
for brain clot on August 10 has not 
shown any improvement and his 
health status had worsened.

Mukherjee, 84, said on Monday 
on Twitter that he had also tested 
positive for the novel coronavirus.

"On a visit to the hospital for a 
separate procedure, I have tested 
positive for COVID-19 today. I re-

quest the people who came in con-
tact with me in the last week, to 
please self isolate and get tested for 
COVID-19," Mukherjee tweeted.  
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