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India, China Military Talks Fail To End Deadlock
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- Indian and Chi-
nese militaries held Major Gen-
eral-level dialogue on Thursday 
for the third consecutive day 
on disengagement of troops as 
well as restoration of normalcy 
in Galwan Valley in eastern La-
dakh, official sources said.

Galwan Valley was the site of 
a violent clash between Indian 
and Chinese troops on Monday 
evening that resulted in the death 
of a colonel and 19 other Indian 
Army soldiers. Around 18 Indian 
Army soldiers also sustained seri-
ous injuries in the clash.

The talks between the two 
sides near Galwan Valley ended 
in a stalemate on Tuesday as well 
as Wednesday, the sources said.

On Wednesday, the two sides 
discussed ways to implement 
the disengagement of troops 
from the region as agreed to dur-
ing a high-level military dialogue 
on June 6.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday said India wants 
peace but is capable of giving be-
fitting reply if instigated.

The clash in Galwan Valley is 
the biggest confrontation be-
tween the two militaries after 
their 1967 clashes in Nathu La 
when India lost around 80 sol-
diers while the death toll on the 
Chinese side was over 300.

The two armies were engaged 
in a standoff in Galwan and sev-
eral other areas of the eastern 
Ladakh since May 5 when the 
two sides clashed on the bank of 
the Pangong Tso.

After the standoff began, the 
Indian military leadership decided 
that Indian troops will adopt a firm 
approach in dealing with the ag-
gressive posturing by the Chinese 
troops in all disputed PAGE 02 

India, Pak Guns Roar 
In Macchil Sector
SRINAGAR: India and Pakistan 
troops Thursday exchanged heavy 
gunfire along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in Macchil sector of north 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district, two 
days after trading fire in Tangdhar 
sector of the district.

"On June 18, in the afternoon 
hours, Pakistan initiated an un-
provoked ceasefire violation (CFV) 
along the LoC in Macchil Sector by 
firing mortars and other weapons," 
army officials said. The officials said 
the Indian Army gave a befitting re-
sponse to the ceasefire violation.

There were no casualties reported 
in the incident. Last week, a woman 
was killed and two other people were 
injured as India and Pakistan troops 
traded heavy gunfire in Uri sector of 
Baramulla district prompting district 
authorities to evacuate the villagers 
towards the safer places.

Meanwhile, a soldier was injured 
as India and Pakistan troops trad-
ed heavy gunfire along the LoC in 
Akhnoor sector of Jammu, officials 
said Thursday.

They said that one rifleman iden-
tified as Jeevan of 8 JAKLI was in-
jured in "unprovoked shelling" on 
Wednesday evening.

The injured soldier has been evac-
uated to Army Hospital Battal. How-
ever, the doctors there referred him 
to the Military Hospital Akhnoor for 
advanced treatment. The condition 
of the injured soldier is said to be 
stable, the official added.

Losing To Lowest Bidder: ‘Tender’ Blow To Kashmiri Unit-holders
Jyotsna Bharti

SRINAGAR: A year before Kashmir 
would plunge into raging protests, 
Mujtabha Khan had decided to re-
turn to his politically-uncertain 
homeland as a self-starter. It was 
2015, and the MBA-degree holder 
knew that being a unit-holder 
wouldn’t be easy. The move came 
at the cost of his promising career 
abroad where he could’ve risen to 
ranks by the dint of his merit and 
hard work. The manufacturer of 
steel tubular poles stood steadfast 
only to grow disillusioned about his 
decision half a decade later.

“I shouldn’t have left London,” 
Khan, struggling for words, said. 
“All I ever wanted after my studies 

was to come back and be a job cre-
ator in my homeland.”

Over the years, he took a bank 
loan of around Rs 2 crores to run 
and sustain his unit, Khan says. 
“But the sudden change of policies 
has now left me stranded and ma-
rooned. There’re so many people 
associated with me. I don’t really 
know what to do.”

Today, Khan is one of the dejected 
unit-holders of the valley getting 
anxious over the junked Industrial 
Policy 2016. Among other things, 
the scraped policy clearly states that 
the locals should be given the prior-
ity in order to grow and sustain.

“After our state became union 
territory, nobody is listening to us,” 
a Kashmir-based transformer unit-

holder told Kashmir Observer.
“Officials are allotting a trans-

former tender to the lowest bidder 
from Punjab, irrespective of being 

an outsider. Such steps will kill 
the industries here. There’re many 
youngsters who’ve come back to 
Kashmir to work here. What’ll they 
do now? They’ve huge loans on 
their account to settle.”

Notably, Punjab was the lowest 
bidder in the transformer tender 
recently because unit-holders there 
have the raw material, cheap labour 
costs, besides power and constant 
working allowance.

“But here in the valley,” the unit-
holder said, “we work only for a 
few months in a year and most of 
the time it is shut.”

Kashmiri unit-holders, he said, 
can’t compete with another state as 
“we are dependent on government 
tenders. Our rates aren’t buyable in 

another state so our market is just 
this much, and if they remove us 
from here also, how will we sustain?”

Pertinently, after New Delhi 
scrapped special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir last summer, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had said, “There must 
be investment and job opportunities 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Article 35A, 
370 have been standing in the way of 
development.”

Howbeit, the reality of devel-
opment looks vague in the valley, 
even as the government celebrated 
a year of achievement recently.

“Earlier, the tenders were given 
to the locals as per the J&K’s In-
dustrial Policy 2016,” Raja Nayeem 
Khan, a transformers manufacturer 
told Kashmir Observer. PAGE 02

PSA Of Naeem 
Akhtar, Hilal Lone 
Revoked 
SRINAGAR- The detention of Hilal Ah-
mad Lone, son of National Conference 
Lok Sabha MP Mohammad Akbar 
Lone, and PDP leader Nayeem Akhtar 
under the Public Safety Act was re-
voked on Thursday, officials said here.

“The detention of Nayeem Akhtar 
and Hilal Ahmad Lone under the 
PSA has been revoked by authorities 
concerned,” the officials said.

The revocation of their detention 
comes two days after the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court quashed the PSA 
detention of NC general secretary Ali 
Mohammad Sagar. The six-time for-
mer MLA was released on Wednes-
day from 10-month detention.

Akhtar was among dozens of 
mainstream politicians taken into 
preventive custody last year, P-02

7 Covid-19 Deaths In A Day Takes Toll To 72
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR-- Jammu and Kashmir 
reported seven COVID-19 related 
deaths in the last 24 hours, taking 
the total number of fatalities due to 
coronavirus in the union territory 
to 72, officials said on Thursday.

While five of the deaths took 
place in the Kashmir valley, two 
people died in the Jammu region, 
the officials said. While four deaths 
took place at SMHS, another one 
was reported by Chest Diseases 
hospital here, they added.

The dead included a 65-year-old 
from Batamaloo and 70-year-old 
from Budgam all of whom passed 
away on Wednesday night, the of-
ficials said.

They said an 80-year-old man 
from Nawab Bazar area of Srinagar 
and a 65-year-old from Shop-

ian passed away at the hospital on 
Thursday morning.

All of these patients were CO-

VID-19 positive and had several 
comorbidities like hypertension, 
bilateral pneumonia and PAGE 02

Srinagar Doctor In Saudi Dies of Covid-19

A 69-year-old doctor from Nishat area of Srinagar has died 
of covid-19 in Saudi Arabia, his family friend said on 
Thursday. The sexagenarian was working as senior radi-

ologist in Saudi from last more than 35 years including the local 
ministry of health. “He worked in a private hospital in Saudi 
mostly in Jeddah and left the ministry of health some P-02

4 Policemen, Doctor Among 
149 New Positives

Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday reported 149 fresh cases of 
coronavirus, including a doctor and four policemen, taking 
the number of infected people in the Union Territory to 5555.

Giving district wise break, official sources said that among the 
fresh cases 25 were reported from Budgam followed by Pulwama 
(21), Baramulla (20), Undhampur (16), Kathua (12), 11 P-02

2 Militants Killed In South Kashmir Encounters
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Two unidentified 
militants on Thursday were 
killed in separate encounters 
with government forces in the 
twin districts of Pulwama and 
Shopian in south Kashmir.

Acting on specific informa-
tion about presence of militants, 
special operation group (SOG) of 
police, army and CRPF person-
nel cordoned off Meej locality of 
Pampore and started search op-
eration, a police official said. He 
said the search operation turned 
into a gunfight after militants 
fired on a search party of the 
forces, who retaliated.

One militant has been killed, 
the official said, addingPAGE 02

‘Militant’ Arrested From Anantnag

Security forces have apprehended a militant from An-
antnag district of Jammu and Kashmir, an Army official 
said on Thursday. "In a joint operation, security forces 

apprehended terrorist Imran Nabi Dar late last night (Wednes-
day) near Janglat Mandi, Anantnag," the official said.
He said a pistol was recovered from the arrested militant, who 
had joined militancy on 10 May.

DGP Chairs High Level Meet 

Jammu and Kashmir Police chief Dilbag Singh on Thursday 
warned that Pakistan will try to infiltrate more militants 
and also give impetus to violence in the Kashmir Valley 

and elsewhere in view of the standoff between the armies 
of India and China in Ladakh. The Director General of Police, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Thursday chaired a high-level meeting 
of officers to review the security scenario of the union terri-
tory particularly on the borders. P-02

No Soldier Missing 
Since Galwan Valley 
Clash: Army
NEW DELHI: The Indian Army 
on Thursday trashed media re-
ports claiming that a number of 
its soldiers went missing after 
the violent clashes with Chi-
nese troops at Galwan Valley in 
eastern Ladakh three days back.

"It is clarified that there are no 
Indian troops missing in action," 
the Army said in a statement.

There have been reports that 
several Indian Army soldiers 
were held captive by the Chinese 
Army following the Galwan Val-
ley clashes in which 20 Indian 
Army personnel including a Col-
onel were killed. China has not 
yet released any casualty figures.

At a media briefing, External 
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava also said P-02 

More Troops Deployed Along LAC, 
Navy; Air Force On High Alert

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Frontline bases of 
the Indian army and the air force 
along the nearly 3,500 km bor-
der with China were put on high 
alert on Wednesday in view of 
the worst border clash between 
Indian and Chinese troops in 
Galwan Valley that left 20 Army 
personnel dead and several in-
jured, government sources said.

The Indian Navy has also been 
asked to raise its alert-level in the 
Indian Ocean Region where Chi-
nese Navy has been making regu-
lar forays.

The Indian Army has already 

rushed in additional troops and 
weapon ry to all its key frontline 
bases and formations along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh, 
they said.

"The rules of engagement will 
be different from now onwards. 
The prime minister has spelt out 
the broad policy about it," a top 
military official told PTI on the 
condition of anonymity.

Sending a strong message to Chi-
na, PM Modi said India wants peace 
but is capable of giving a befitting 
reply if instigated. It was his first re-
action to the violentPAGE 02 

China’s Claim Over Galwan Valley 
‘Exaggerated, Untenable’: MEA

China Asks India Not To 
Underestimate Its Will
NEW DELHI/BEIJING: A day after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
warned China against aggres-
sion, Beijing asked New Delhi 
not to "misjudge" the situation 
or "underestimate" its will. China 
even went a step further alleging 
India of breaking consensus and 
"deliberately provoking".

Even as China's President 
Xi Jinping has remained tight-
lipped about the escalation of 
tensions between India and 
China, especially after the killing 
of 20 Indian soldiers in a violent 
stand-off between the two sides 
at the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) in eastern Ladakh, Beijing's 
spokesperson took to social me-
dia to respond to India's warning.

In a couple of tweets, Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson of China, 
Hua Chunying said, "India P-02

China Disturbing Flow Of Galwan River Into Ladakh: Report

China is using bulldozers to disturb the flow of Galwan river into northeast Ladakh in further escalation of hostilities between the two neighbouring nuclear 
countries, NDTV reported Thursday.
The report based on the high resolution satellite images procured by the English news channel indicate Chinese efforts to block or disturb the flow of the 

Galwan river in Northeast Ladakh, less than a kilometer from the site of the deadly clash between Indian and Chinese soldiers on June 15 in which 20 Indian offi-
cers and men were killed. The images show Chinese troops using bulldozers on their side of the LAC, the report said. It further says that the flow of the river per-
ceptibly changes at the spot where the bulldozers are seen - from flowing blue waters to a small, muddy stream which becomes imperceptible when it crosses 
over to the Indian side of the LAC a short distance away. The report also says that Indian army trucks deployed in the Galwan Valley within two kilometres of the 
LAC can be seen parked in a mostly dry Galwan river bed. However, the images have not been put out due to security reasons.
The images also indicate the depth of both the Indian and Chinese build-up in the region. P-02

LADAKH FACE-OFF

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI- India has trashed 
China’s claim of sovereignty over 
the Galwan Valley in eastern La-
dakh, the site of a violent cross-
border clash, saying such “exag-
gerated” and “untenable” claims 
are contrary to the understand-
ing reached during a high-level 
military dialogue on June 6.

The Chinese military on 
Thursday said the Galwan Valley 
has always been a part of China.

In a sharp reaction to the claim 
by China’s People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), Spokesperson in 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
Anurag Srivastava referred to 
an agreement reached between 
Chinese and Indian militaries on 
“disengagement” during the Lt 

General-level talks on June 6.
“Making exaggerated and 

untenable claims is contrary to 
this understanding,” he said in a 
statement issued at around 1 am.

The Galwan Valley was the site 
of the violent clash between the 
two militaries on Monday evening 
in which a colonel and 19 other In-
dian Army personnel were killed.

It was the biggest confrontation 
along the Line of Actual Control 
between the two forces after their 
clashes in Nathu La in 1967 when 
India lost around 80 soldiers and 
China lost over 300 PLA personnel.

In a telephonic conversation 
with his Chinese counterpart 
Wang Yi, External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar too talked about the 
need for implementation of the 
decisions taken at the PAGE 02 

BSF Steps Up Vigil 
Along Pak Border
JAMMU: In view of the standoff 
with China in Ladakh, the BSF has 
strengthened the anti-infiltration 
grid along the 200-km International 
Border in Jammu and Kashmir with 
Pakistan too, by deploying addi-
tional personnel, bringing in better 
surveillance tools and taking other 
measures, officials said on Thursday.

They said the BSF strengthened it 
preparedness on the western bor-
der in Jammu and Kashmir in view 
of the threat of infiltration of mili-
tants from Pakistan at a time Ladakh 
is witnessing a standoff between In-
dia and China.

Sources in security forces said 
that the BSF has strengthened the 
anti-infiltration grid along the IB 
and put in place an obstacle system 
in hinterlands in the borderline. 
Apart from deployment of additional 
troops and high degree of technologi-
cal surveillance along the borderline, 
the force has intensified patrolling in 
view of the sensitivity P-02

News Digest 

3 Missing Sopore Boys 
Traced: Police

Canines Injure 5 Men 
In Pulwama

Man Falls From Tree In 
Kulgam, Dies

BSF Man ‘Thrashes’ 
Rafiabad Youth

CRPF Man Ends Life In 
Pulwama

Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
claimed to have traced out 
three youth who were miss-
ing from Sopore area of north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district. 
A police official said that 
the three youth identified as 
Adil Ahmad War of Warpora, 
Faheem Ahmad Wagay and 
Waseem Ahmad Wagay were 
traced by police within 18 hours 
after the police received miss-
ing complaint by the families.
Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Sopore, Javaid Iqbal said 
that a team was constituted P-02

Srinagar: At least five people 
were injured after stray dogs 
went on a biting spree in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district, 
reports said Thursday. A pack of 
stray dogs appeared in Prichoo 
area on Wednesday evening and 
attacked whosoever they came 
across, reports said. At least five 
people suffered injuries after 
bitten by the dogs. Some of the 
injured have been identified as 
Rashid Ahmad (45), Ghulam 
Mohammad (60) and Ghulam 
Mohiuddin (50). Two non-locals 
were also injured in canineP-02

Srinagar: An elderly man died 
after falling from a tree in Tang-
marg Manzgam area of Damhal 
Hanjipora in South Kashmir's 
Kulgam district. Officials said 
that a 50-year-old man was 
cutting the branches of a tree 
when he lost his balance and 
fell down. He was immediately 
taken to a nearby hospital where 
he succumbed to his injuries.
A police officer identified the 
deceased as Bahaj Khan, son of 
Ghazi Khan of Mohore Reasi. "A 
case has been registered in this 
regard and further investigation 
taken up", he said—(KNO) 

Srinagar: A youth on Thursday 
was hospitalised after alleg-
edly beaten up by a Border 
Security Force (BSF) man in 
Rafiabad area of north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district.
According to the 
eyewitnesses,the incident 
happened when the Road 
Opening Party (ROP) of 
BSFwas questioning the youth 
when they passed by the or-
chard where he was working. 
One of the BSF man, witnesses 
said hit the youth on his head 
following an altercation.
The injured youth identified 
asMohammad Rafi Ahangar 
was rushed to district hospital 
Baramulla for treatment. P-02

Srinagar:A Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) man on Thursday 
allegedly committed suicide in 
Awantipora area of South Kash-
mir's Pulwama district.
ASI Moti Ram of CRPF 178 bat-
talion on Thursday committed 
suicide after finish his patrolling 
duty in Awantipora, officials said.
CRPF PRO, Junaid Khan, said 
that they were investigating the 
circumstances due to which the 
paramilitary man took the harsh 
step to end his life. 
Meanwhile, police has registered 
a case and started further investi-
gations in this regard.
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India, China Military Talks...
areas of Pangong Tso, Galwan Valley, Demchok and Daulat 
Beg Oldie.
The trigger for the face-off was China’s stiff opposition to 
India laying a key road in the Finger area around the Pan-
gong Tso Lake besides construction of another road con-
necting the Darbuk-Shayok-Daulat Beg Oldie road in Gal-
wan Valley.

More Troops Deployed...
clashes in Galwan Valley.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in the evening and is learnt to have briefed him 
about steps being taken to boost military strength along 
the LAC to deal with any eventuality.
The Indian Air Force has raised the alert level in all its 
frontline bases tasked to keep an eye on the LAC, the sourc-
es said.
The decision to raise the alert level of the three forces was 
taken at a high-level meeting Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh held with Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat and 
the three service chiefs, sources said.
They said the Navy is increasing its deployment in the In-
dian Ocean Region to send across a strong message to the 
Chinese Navy.
The clash in Galwan Valley on Monday night is the biggest 
confrontation between the two militaries after their 1967 
clashes in Nathu La in 1967 when India lost around 80 sol-
diers while over 300 Chinese army personnel were killed.
The sources said the armed forces will respond with a 
"firm approach" to any act of aggression by the Chinese 
Army henceforth.
They said Indian Navy is also expected to adopt an aggres-
sive approach in dealing with Chinese naval forays into the 
Indian Ocean region.

No Soldier Missing Since...
that no Indian soldiers were missing since the clashes on 
Monday three days back.
Indian and Chinese militaries held a Major General-level 
dialogue on Thursday for the third consecutive day on dis-
engagement of troops as well as to restore normalcy in ar-
eas around the Galwan Valley.
The clash in Galwan Valley is the biggest confrontation be-
tween the two militaries after their 1967 clashes in Nathu 
La when India lost around 80 soldiers while the death toll 
on the Chinese side was over 300.
The two armies were engaged in a standoff in Galwan and 
several other areas of eastern Ladakh since May 5 when 
the two sides clashed on the banks of the Pangong Tso.
After the standoff began, the Indian military leadership 
decided that Indian troops will adopt a firm approach 
in dealing with the aggressive posturing by the Chinese 
troops in all disputed areas of Pangong Tso, Galwan Valley, 
Demchok and Daulat Beg Oldie.
The Chinese Army has been gradually ramping up its stra-
tegic reserves in its rear bases near the LAC by rushing in 
artillery guns, infantry combat vehicles and heavy military 
equipment.
The trigger for the face-off was China's stiff opposition 
to India laying a key road in the Finger area around the 
Pangong Tso Lake besides construction of another road 
connecting the Darbuk-Shayok-Daulat Beg Oldie road in 
Galwan Valley.

China’s Claim Over Galwan...
June 6 meeting.
“As we have conveyed earlier today, External Affairs Minis-
ter and the State Councillor and Foreign Minister of China 
had a phone conversation on recent developments in La-
dakh,” Srivastava said.
“Both sides have agreed that the overall situation should 
be handled in a responsible manner and that the under-
standings reached between Senior Commanders on 6th 
June should be implemented sincerely. Making exagger-
ated and untenable claims is contrary to this understand-
ing,” he said.
In the telephonic talks, Jaishankar delivered a strong mes-
sage to Wang saying the “unprecedented” incident in the 
Galwan Valley will have a “serious impact” on the bilateral 
relationship and held the “pre-meditated” action by Chi-
nese Army directly responsible for the violence.
The India-China border dispute covers the 3,488-km-long 
LAC. China claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of southern 
Tibet, while India contests it.
Prior to the clashes, both sides have been asserting that 
pending the final resolution of the boundary issue, it is 
necessary to maintain peace and tranquillity in the border 
areas.

China Asks India Not To...
must not misjudge the current situation or underestimate 
China's firm will to safeguard its territorial sovereignty."
China has been laying claim over Galwan valley in the 
union territory of Ladakh.
Hua also repeated that "Indian front-line broke the con-

sensus and crossed the Line of Actual Control, deliberately 
provoking and attacking Chinese officers and soldiers, thus 
triggering fierce physical conflicts and causing casualties".
The statement on Twitter came while Indian and Chinese 
militaries are holding talks about the confrontation in La-
dakh.
India's Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar in a phone conver-
sation with his Chinese counterpart on Wednesday had 
asked China to "reassess its actions and take corrective 
steps" in view of the "unprecedented" violence along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.
Jaishankar had also accused China of taking "pre-meditat-
ed and planned action that was directly responsible for the 
resulting violence and casualties".

China Disturbing Flow...
“The images clearly show more than a hundred Chinese 
vehicles including trucks, military transports and bulldoz-
ers along the banks of the Galwan river on their side of the 
LAC. The Chinese motorcade stretches more than 5 kilo-
metres,” the report says while not showcasing the extent 
of the substantial Indian Army build up in the contested 
region.
The report also quotes unnamed senior army officers as 
saying that the river continued to flow within the Galwan 
Valley for the moment. It also says that two areas appear to 
show pre-fabricated huts for accommodation.
“It is believed that Chinese soldiers from these positions 
surged to the Line of Control on the evening of June 15 
where both sides fought pitched battles. Reports suggest 
that some Indian soldiers were thrown off the cliffs in the 
area and either fell to their death or were exposed to the 
extreme cold weather. Reports have also suggested that 
some soldiers fell into the waters of the Galwan, though, 
as these images indicate, the river was barely flowing as it 
crosses the Line of Actual Control,” the report adds.

BSF Steps Up Vigil Along... 
of the IB and increase in the number of militants ready to 
infiltrate, they said.
DGP Singh Thursday chaired a high-level meeting of offi-
cers to review the security scenario in the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir, particularly on the borders.
IGP, BSF, Jammu frontier, N S Jamwal gave a power point 
presentation in the meeting with the DGP on strengthen-
ing of the border grid and briefed him about the security 
plans being made on the IB
"During the meeting, ceasefire violations and infiltration 
dynamics were discussed. It was said that there are a num-
ber of camps across the border in various sectors where 
militants are ready to infiltrate", a police spokesman said.

7 Covid-19 Deaths In A Day...
respiratory issues, they added.
At the CD hospital, a 55-year-old woman from Shopian, 
who had tested positive for Covid-19, died on Thursday 
evening. The woman, officials said was admitted to hos-
pital on Wednesday and was suffering from hypertension 
and septicaemia.
Meanwhile, a 65-year-old coronavirus positive man, who 
had returned from New Delhi along with three family 
members, died at the Government Medical College (GMC) 
in Jammu on Wednesday night, the officials said.
He belonged to Bohri area of Talab Tilloo belt of Jammu 
city, they said, adding that the family was under paid ad-
ministrative quarantine at a hotel.
The officials said a 68-year-old man belonging to Kote 
Garhi hamlet of Akhnoor tehsil too died at the GMC Jammu.
He had tested positive for the virus and was admitted to 
the isolation ward of the hospital, they added.
With these fatalities, the death toll due to the pathogen 
has risen in Jammu and Kashmir to 72— 63 in Valley and 9 
in Jammu division.
So far Srinagar district with sixteen deaths due to the virus 
has the highest fatalities, followed by twelve in Baramulla, 
nine in Shopian, eight in Kulgam, six in Jammu, five each in 
Anantnag, Kupwara & Budgam, two in Pulwama while one 
death each has been reported in Bandipora, Doda, Rajouri 
& Udhampur.

Srinagar Doctor In Saudi...
14 months ago and joined a private hospital,” Dr Moham-
mad Iqbal Bhat, his friend told news agency GNS.
“He contacted corona virus infection and remained admit-
ted to the hospital for last nine days. He was put on venti-
lator and died late last night after suffering heart attack,” 
Dr Iqbal said.
Survived by wife and four children—two sons and daugh-
ters, the senior radiologist was laid to rest today, Dr Iqbal 
added.

4 Policemen, Doctor Among 
each in Jammu and Srinagar , Shopian (10), Samba (7), An-
antnag (4), three each in Kulgam and Bandipora, Kupwara 
(2) and one each in Ganderbal and Reasi.
Dr. G H Yatoo, Nodal Officer Coronavirus Control Measures 

at SKIMS said that out of the total processed at the viral 
diagnostic lab today, 40 returned positive for the virus.
Professor Farooq Jan, Medical Superintendent SKIMS Sou-
ra, said among them nine are from Shopian, eight from 
Pulwama, seven from Srinagar, four each from Anantnag 
and Baramulla, three from Bandipora, two from Kulgam 
and one each from Ganderbal, Budgam and Kupwara.
Dr Riyaz Untoo, Principal SKIMS Bemina said that out of 
538 samples processed at the hospital’s lab, 24 tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, all from Budgam.  
Regarding cases reported from SKIMS Soura hospital lab, 
they said, two were from Kulgam: a female (75) from Dum-
hal  and a Male ( 48) from Laktipora; four cases from An-
antnag:  01 female (20) from Sandoo , 01 Male (35) from KP 
road Mattan , 01 female (40) from Pashward Batkkot  and 
01 Male (20) from kathpopra.  
Nine cases from Shopian include a female (40) from Ar-
hama , Male (60) from Sedow , female (20) from Pargochi 
, female (30) from imamsahib , 02 Male (47, 23) from P.S 
Keegam Shopian, , Male (33) from DPL Shopian, 01 Male 
(22) from Ferripora Shopian  and 01 female (35) from 
Shopian
Eight cases from Pulwama include a Male (38) from Sadi-
pora, 02 Males (45, 38) from Lassipora , female (36) from 
Bagh , Male (40) from PS Awantipora Pulwama, Male (27) 
from Beighpora Pulwama, Male (47) from DPL and Male 
(45) from Awantipora while one case from Budgam in-
cludes a female (26) Safapora Budgam. Three cases were 
reported from Bandipora: Male (32), female (32) from Ra-
khi Daslipora and Male (30) from Ward 5 Bandipora while 
one case from Ganderbal is female (31) from Nagbal Gan-
derbal
The cases Srinagar were from Srinagar  and include 02 fe-
male (32, 37), 01 male (35) from Mujgund,  02 Male (52, 
52) from Nowshehra Srinagar and 01 Male (40) from Pan-
dach while cases from Baramulla
Include Male (25) from Kachmitipora , Male (35) from 
Dhobiwan Baramulla, Male (25) from Nehalpora Baramulla 
and Male (80) from Sopore Baramulla. (GNS) 

2 Militants Killed In South...
the operation was ongoing.
Another unknown militant was killed in Munand-Bandpa-
va area of Shopian district of south Kashmir, police said.
State forces launched a cordon-and-search operation at 
Munand-Bandpava area after receiving specific informa-
tion about the presence of militants, a police official said.
He said the militants hiding in the village opened fire upon 
the search party in an attempt to flee their dragnet. In the 
retaliatory fire, the police official said one militant was 
killed.
According to the police, the operation was in progress 
when the last reports came in.

DGP Chairs High Level Meet..
Cross border infiltration attempts are being made contin-
uously from Pakistan even during the pandemic and we 
have to be extra alert to thwart such attempts, he said.
There are over 300 militants at launching pads along the 
LoC in Jammu and Kashmir ready to infiltrate into the 
union territory to increase the pitch of violence in the Val-
ley, according to reports.
"In view of the Ladakh standoff, Pakistan will try to in-
filtrate more militants and also give impetus to violence 
in Kashmir Valley and elsewhere", Singh told the meeting 
here.
He said the border alongside Pakistan needs extra atten-
tion in view of the Ladakh developments.
The DGP said there are reports that militant outfits in 
Pakistan -- Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), Hizbul Mujahideen 
(HM), Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and others -- are joining hands 
to create mischief in Jammu and Kashmir.
He also said there are greater challenges of infiltration 
for which we have to be prepared in the changed environ-
ment. He directed the officers to take care of the vital in-
stallations and also review minority guards.
Singh also said the security presence on the highway grid 
has been increased by putting in service mobile patrols 
and the number of nakas has also been increased.
He said personnel of police, central paramilitary forces 
and Army are continuing with successful operations in 
counter insurgency grid and on the borders.

PSA Of Naeem Akther, Hilal 
just before the Centre revoked special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir and divided the erstwhile state into two union 
territories on August 5, 2019.
Among others taken into custody were National Confer-
ence president Farooq Abdullah, his son Omar Abdullah 
and PDP president Mehbooba Mufti — all former chief 
ministers.

Losing To Lowest Bidder...
“The lowest bidder used to get 1/3rd of the tenders and the 
rest of us would share equally the 2/3rd of it. In that way, 
we all used to get the opportunity to work and earn.”
To generate more employment within J&K, the former 

state government would give priority to the native indus-
trialists only.
Interestingly, mission statement of Industrial Policy 2016 
clearly endorses promotion and development “of micro, 
small, medium, large industries for employment genera-
tions and higher contribution of the industrial sector to 
the gross state domestic product (GSDP)”.
While the vision of the said policy asserts to “achieve 
sustainable, equitable, environment-friendly and balance 
industrial growth leading to the creation of employment 
opportunities for the local skilled and educated youth, in-
come generation and overall economic development of the 
state”.
As per this policy, the locals were given the utmost priority 
for the employment and tenders considering the former 
state’s geographical and economical situation. The policy 
was to remain in operation for ten years.
But after dissolving the former state’s special status, In-
dustrial Policy 2016 also lost its ground — the step now 
feared to cause large scale unemployment in J&K.
“We’ve around 200 or more units across J&K providing 
employment to thousands of people,” said Raja Nayeem, 
President Kashmir Electrical Manufacturers Association 
(KEMA).
“We generate employment which is the need of the hour 
for us to be economically stable region.”
Till last time, Raja Nayeem said, all the tenders were meant 
for Kashmiri unit-holders. “It was the way of employment 
generation to hundreds of families.”
The predicament of these unit-holders, however, doesn’t 
stop here. A lot of them have not been paid for their earlier 
tenders yet. With the result, these unit-holders have been 
standing at their offices for hours in vain.
“We also wrote a letter to Altaf Bukhari regarding the is-
sue of unemployment of lakhs of people associated with 
it,” continued Raja Nayeem. “But unfortunately, we got no 
response from his side too.”
If this continues, these native unit-holders fear to lose 
their living.
“It is not only about us alone,” Vikar Ul Mulk, General Sec-
retary of Jammu Steel Tubular Poles Manufacturers Asso-
ciations, told Kashmir Observer. “This is a big industry and 
huge employment generator in Jammu and Kashmir. It’s 
equally about our employees, the only breadwinners for 
their families.”
Since last summer, things have indeed gone haywire in the 
valley, said another unit-holder. “Secretariat is not follow-
ing the policies. Our Association President, Ashraf Mir Sa-
heb wrote a letter to Principal Secretary Industries of Pow-
er Development. But there wasn’t any response either.”
A lot of units in Jammu, he said, have already started lay-
ing off people because they don’t have money and haven’t 
received payment from previous tenders.
However, to know the official version of the story, Kashmir 
Observer contacted Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, PK 
Pole. He excused himself and hung phone, so did his pre-
decessor, and now LG Murmu’s adviser, Baseer Khan.
However, a chief engineer agreed to talk on the issue on 
the condition of anonymity.
“Yes, the [recent] transformer tender went to the unit of 
Punjab as they were the lowest bidder,” he said. “Whereas 
the policy is concerned, I’m a government employee. I do 
what I’m asked to do. There’s a committee that takes the 
decision. However, I’m not answerable for it.”
Having such conditions thrown upfront, the Kashmir-
based unit-holders feel that there’s no one in the adminis-
tration today who’s even ready to listen to their grievanc-
es. They’ve tried reaching out to everyone they can, from 
the president to a party to a corporation who has been 
deciding their fates.
“While giving the tender to the lowest bidder, the authori-
ties clearly overlooked our condition,” Ashraf Mir, a well-
known industrialist in the valley, told Kashmir Observer. 
“We import most of our stuff from outside. We don’t work 
the entire year. We cannot compete with other states hav-
ing what we have. They need to consider this, or else lakhs 
of people in J&K will be unemployed.”

BSF Man ‘Thrashes’...
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Sopore, Javid Iqbal 
said that the youth was injured during scuffle with a road 
opening party of BSF in the area.
He said that the youth is undergoing treatment at DH 
Baramulla and his condition was stable—(KNO)

3 Missing Sopore Boys...
and the trio was recovered from Watlab area of Sopore 
within less than 18 hours.
“After completing legal formalities, the missing youth 
were handed over to their family members,” he said.

Canines Injure 5 Men In...
attack.
“The victims were shifted to hospitals but were advised to 
stay at their respective homes, after treatment with vac-
cines, due to the risk of novel coronavirus infection in hos-
pitals,” Mohammad Shafi, a local vendor said.(KNT)

'Boycott China' Trending Online But Little Impact On Consumer Products Sales
New Delhi: Calls for boycott of 
Chinese products amid Sino-
India border tension may be 
trending on social media but 
these are yet to impact sales of 
smartphone and consumer dura-
bles products from the stables of 
companies like Xiaomi, Realme 
and Haier, according to industry 
executives.

While companies declined to 
comment on the issue, senior 
executives at many of these Chi-
nese firms said there has been no 
impact on sales yet.

One of the senior leaders at a 
smartphone company, who did 
not wish to be named, said there 
is pent up demand for phones 
because people are working and 
studying from home amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and many 
firms have had to resort to ex-
pensive imports to meet the 
spurt in demand.

Another executive said Chinese 
firms are keeping a close watch 
on the developments, and moni-
toring the situation on the ground 
as well as on social media.

On Twitter, topics like 'Boycott 
China', 'Go China' and 'Go Chinese 
Go' were trending as killing of 20 
Indian soldiers in a violent clash 
with the Chinese army in Ladakh's 

Galwan Valley stirred anti-China 
sentiment among people.

Industry body Consumer Elec-
tronics and Appliances Manufac-
turers Association (CEAMA) said 
sentiments are being shaped in 
consumers' minds through vari-
ous social media platforms and 
other channels over recent de-
velopments that could reflect in 
the purchase behaviour.

"Consumers are getting mes-
sages through various social me-
dia platforms and they are taking 
decisions, and these emotions 
would result finally in purchase 
behaviour. It is quite expected. 
We will see that over a period of 
time," CEAMA President Kamal 
Nandi said.

PankajMohindroo, Chairman 
of India Cellular and Electronics 
Association (ICEA), said it is no 
secret that a substantive part of 
India's supply chain has its roots 
in China.

"Efforts are underway to en-
hance self-dependency over the 
past few years. We should focus 
on building strong capabilities...
There is no impact (of the pro-
tests)...We have been focussing 
on enhancing production in In-
dia, and now we are promoting 
Indian champions, by 2025, we 

will have strong Indian compa-
nies in mobile phone and com-
ponent segment," he said.

Interestingly, four of the top five 
smartphone brands in India (Xiao-
mi, Vivo, Realme and Oppo) are 
from China, and accounted for al-
most 76 per cent share of the 32.5 
million smartphones shipped in 
India in the March 2020 quarter, 
according to IDC data.

South Korea's Samsung, which 
ranked third and cornered 15.6 
per cent share of shipment in the 
said quarter, is the only non-Chi-

nese firm in the top five sellers.
India is the second-largest 

smartphone market after China 
and clocked a shipment of 152.5 
million smartphones in 2019.

"We believe within smart-
phones Indian users don't have 
much choice as 81 per cent of 
the smartphone shipments in Q1 
2020 were from Chinese smart-
phone players (up from 67 per 
cent in March 2019 quarter). 
Share of local OEMs is now at 1 
per cent and Samsung, Apple is 
the only strong non-Chinese al-

ternatives available," Counter-
point Research Associate Direc-
tor TarunPathak said.

Smartphone shipments in In-
dia are expected to decline by 
10 per cent in 2020 due to coro-
navirus pandemic, according to 
Counterpoint Research.

Pathak said labelling a product 
in the era of globalisation is also 
difficult as a product is made of 
different components sourced 
across regions. For consumers, 
it will be a decision made more 
of brand perception and brands 

will be very careful to distance 
themselves from these senti-
ments, he added.

"That is why if you see in In-
dia, almost all the leading play-
ers are quite vocal about their 
'India operations' and are likely 
to go aggressive by announcing 
their contribution, new incen-
tives, providing jobs in manu-
facturing and scaling local R&D 
to focus on the importance of 
India as a market to them," he 
emphasised.

A Chinese consumer durables 
maker noted that it has invest-
ed thousands of crores of ru-
pees in setting up manufactur-
ing facilities in India to cater to 
the local demand, and almost 
90 per cent of its products sold 
in the country are manufac-
tured locally.

Carrier Midea India Managing 
Director KrishanSachdev said the 
company is "run more like an In-
dian company with values of an 
Indian company", even though it 
is managed by Chinese company 
Midea Corporation.

Carrier Midea India - which is a 
joint venture between US-based 
UTC Climate Control & Security 
and Chinese Midea Group - said 
it does not expect any major im-

pact on its business.
"We are 100 per cent local 

manufacturing company. The 
ACs that we sell here, whether it 
is Carrier or Midea branded, are 
locally manufactured. We do buy 
some components from other 
countries like China, which ev-
eryone else also does but we are 
more local than another compa-
ny," Sachdev said.

CEAMA's Nandi noted that while 
new capacity has been added by 
various players, the issue still re-
mains in components where India 
is largely dependent on imports 
that come mainly from China.

"There is a need to develop an 
ecosystem in this country, and 
the industry is working with the 
government towards that. But it 
would take a couple of years," he 
said adding that there is a need 
to look for "China-plus-one" 
strategy for components.

"We can look at countries like 
Thailand, Vietnam and Korea as 
alternative destinations for com-
ponents," he said.

Counterpoint's Pathak pointed 
out that identifying an app by 
the source of origin is easy and 
these sentiments can be more 
strong in such categories than in 
a pure hardware segment.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 
steps to combat the epidemic crises of coronavirus like relief work, advance 

This Day In History

From Ko Archives
7 Militants Among 
12 Killed In JK

S
RINAGAR – Twelve people, inclining six militants infiltrat-
ing “ across the LoC and a company commander of Hizbul 
Mujahideen, were killed in separate incidents of’ violence in 
Jammu and Kashmir, where troops foiled two major infiltra-

tion bids along the Line of Control.
Sin militants, who had sneaked across the LoC in Tangdhar 

sector in Kupwara district yesterday, were killed by army troops in 
a two-day-long operation, thus thwarting a major infiltration bid, a 
defence, spokesperson said here today.

While three of the militants were killed yesterday three others 
were killed this afternoon. A huge cache of arms and ammunition, 
including six AK assault rifles and a pisiol were rccovcrcd from the 
slain militants, he said. Security forces scuttled another bid by, mili-
tants to sneak into the state through Mendhar forward belt in Poonch 
district early morning. Though no one was killed in  the incident, 
sustained firing by security forces forced the militants to retreat  to 
the Pakistani side. In a separate incidentl, a company commander of 
Hizbul Mujahideen identified as Imran Bhat was killed in an encoun-
ter with security forces in Weenpalwan-Chirsu in Awantipora area 
of Pulwama district in south Kashmir. An AK rifle, four magazines. 
5R rounds and two band grenades were recovered from him.

Two persons, identified as Shahnawaz Amin Shah and Aijaz 
Yousuf werc shot dead on Thursday  at Peth-Makhama in Beerwah 
area of Badgam district  in central Kashmir.

The two were going in a car along with a third companion who 
got out of the vehicle and pumped bullets into them, the police said.

According in sources, the two were released militants. Police 
suspected that militants had a hand in their killing.

  (Kashmir Observer, 19 June, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

Prayers
FAJR	 3: 34

ZUHR	 12: 32

ASR	 5:32

Magrib	 7:47
ISHA	 9:29

•	 1910  - Father’s Day celebrated for 1st time (Spokane, Washington)
•	 1917 -  The British Royal Family, which has had strong German ties 

since George I, renounces its German names and titles and adopts 
the name of Windsor

•	 1919 -  Opposed to dismemberment of Turkey by the Allies, Musta-
fa Kemal declares his Turkish Nationalist Congress, headquartered 
in Ankara, independent of Constantinople

•	 1921  -  Census held in Great Britain
•	 1921  - Turks and Christians of Palestine sign a friendship treaty 

against Jews
•	 1931 -  1st photoelectric cell installed commercially West Haven, 

Connecticut
•	 1940 -  German 7th Armoured division under command of Rommel 

occupies Cherbourg
•	 1941  - Romania orders Jews to evacuate Darabani
•	 1941 -  US President Franklin Roosevelt signs Two Ocean Navy Ex-

pansion Act
•	 1944 -  French troops free Elba
•	 1944 -  Heavy air raid on US fleet at Guam “Turkey Shoot”
•	 1944 -  Japanese troops conquer Changsha China
•	 1944  - World War II: First day of the 2 day Battle of the Philippine 

Sea, US naval forces defeat Japanese fleet
•	 1948  - Panama and Costa Rica recognize Israel
•	 1961 -  “Little Egypt (Ying-Yang)” by Coasters peaks at #23
•	 1961 -  Kuwait declares independence from UK
•	 1961 -  US Supreme Court struck down a provision in Maryland’s 

constitution requiring state office holders to believe in God
•	 1963 -  2 Russian space missions return to Earth
•	 1963  - Valentina Tereshkova 1st woman in space returns to Earth
•	 1964  - Civil Rights Act of 1964 passes 73-27
•	 1965 -  Algerian coup under colonel Houari Boumedienne, pres Ben 

Bella fired
•	 1968  - 50,000 participate in Solidarity Day March of Poor People’s 

Campaign
•	 1969 -  State troopers ordered to Cairo Ill, to quell racial distur-

bances
•	 1970 -  A Nikolayev & V Sevastyanov return after 18 days in Soyuz 9
•	 1970  - The Patent Cooperation Treaty is signed
•	 1971 -  Mayor declares state of emergency in Columbus Georgia due 

to racial disturbance
•	 1972   - Hundreds of thousands of holidaymakers face flight delays 

and cancellations after pilots threaten to strike over hijack fears
•	  1972  - Secretary of State for Northern Ireland William Whitelaw 

concedes ‘special category’ status, or ‘political status’ for para-
military prisoners in Northern Ireland

•	 1974  - Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen) suspends constitution
•	 1976  - US Viking 1 goes into Martian orbit after 10-month flight 

from Earth
•	 1979  - Mali’s constitution goes into effect
•	 1980 -  Battle between police and demonstrators in Capetown, 34 

killed
•	 1981  - Boeing commercial Chinook 2-rotor helicopter is certified
•	 1981 -  European Space Agency’s Ariane carries 2 satellites into 

orbit
•	 1981 -  Heaviest known orange (2.5 kg) exhibited, Nelspruit, South 

Africa
•	 1981 -  India’s APPLE satellite, 1st to be stabilized on 3 axes, 

launched
•	  1988  - Namphy takes control of Haitian government
•	 1988 - World’s then largest sausage completed at 13 1/8 miles long
•	 1988  - 32 divers finish cycling underwater on a standard tricycle, to 

complete 116.66 mi in 75 hrs 20 mins
•	  2005  - Michael Schumacher wins controversial Formula 1 Unit-

ed States Grand Prix where only 6 of 20 cars complete the race 
amongst ridicule.
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Kashmir transporters stage protest in Sgr, 
urge Govt to allow them to resume services
Agencies

Srinagar: Kashmir transport-
ers on Thursday staged a pro-
test to urge the government to 
allow the local transporters 
resume their services too as 
they have faced huge losses 
since lockdown was enforced 
in the Valley in the wake of 
Covid-19 pandemic

Scores of transporters un-
der the banner of All Kashmir 
Transporters Welfare Asso-
ciation (AKTWA) headed by 
its chairman, Matt Shabir Ah-

mad assembled at Parimpora 
Bus Stand today and staged a 
protest. The protesters were 
holding placards reading 
slogans in favour of their de-
mands

Matt Shabir Ahmad while 
talking to news agency, said 
that the transporters have suf-
fered huge losses due to the 
lockdown. "Although SRTC 
busses have been allowed to 
ferry passengers, local trans-
porters are still being barred 
to earn their livelihood," he 
said. “Isn’t this unjustified? 

We too have families and our 
vehicles are the main source 
of livelihood for us.”

He added that despite such 
a situation, no favourable de-
cision has been taken vis-a-
vis loans and other things for 
the transporters while as the 
diesel and petrol prices have 
soared again, thus adding to 
the miseries of transporters

Ahmad along with all the 
district chairmen of the asso-
ciation demanded authorities 
to fulfill all the demands of 
transporters—(KNO)

Heat Wave grips J&K, 
weathermen predict further 
rise in day temperature
Srinagar: Heat wave has gripped Jam-
mu and Kashmir over the past few days 
with weathermen predicting more rise 
in the day temperature in the UT.

The summer capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir Union Territory, Srinagar 
has once again touched the season’s 
hottest day which was recorded on 
May 26 this year. As per the officials, 
Srinagar recorded a temperature of 
31.7 degree Celsius on Thursday.

In Qazigund, the temperature was 
29.9 degree Celsius while in Pahalgam, 
the temperature was 26.4 degree Cel-

sius, officials told news agency, adding 
that the temperature in Kokernag was 
30.2 degree Celsius.

They added that in Kupwara, the 
temperature was 31.4 
degree Celsius and in 
the famous ski-resort, 
Gulmarg, the tempera-
ture was 20.0 degree 
Celsius.

In Leh, the tem-
perature was 26.4 de-
gree Celsius while in 
Jammu, the tempera-
ture was 41.9 degree 
Celsius.

Meanwhile, Di-
rector Meteorological 
department (MeT), So-
num Lotus said that 

there is possibility of further rise in 
day temperature in upcoming days. He 
said that as per prediction, the night 
temperature will remain almost con-
stant while the day temperature will 
go further up in coming days.

Lotus further stated that in wake of 
pre-monsoon season, there is although 
possibility of light rainfall as well—
(KNO)

LG’s directive on 
rationalisation of schools
Govt seeks details of teacher and students in 
schools of Srinagar, Jammu schools
Agencies

Srinagar: The administra-
tion in the Union Territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir have 
asked authorities of School 
Education department to 
submit details about stu-
dent enrolment and teacher 
postings in each govern-
ment school in Srinagar / 
Jammu cities and adjoin-
ings .

In a move aimed at 
implementing Lieutenant 
Governor Girish Chandra 
Murmu’s directive, Prin-
cipal Secretary, School 
Education department  As-
gar Samoon has written to 
Director School Education 
Kashmir and  Jammu to 
submit list of government 
schools in Srinagar and 
Jammu cities 

He has also asked them 
to submit details about 
number of students en-
rolled in each school and 

number of teachers posted 
in each of them with stay 
period/ tenure.

The exercise is being 
carried out to implement 
LG G.C. Murmu’s directive 
on rationalisation of teach-
ers in government schools 
of J&K.

According to news 
agency, in a meeting 
chaired by him on May 5 
here, Murmu had directed 
authorities to “rationalise 
teachers in government 
schools and ensure avail-

ability of adequate number 
of teachers in all schools be-
fore the opening of schools 
to improve the quality of 
education especially of el-
ementary level.”

The process of ratio-
nalisation of teacher-stu-
dent ratio in government 
schools was initiated by 
former Education Minister 
Naeem Akther in 2015.

He had justified the pol-
icy on the grounds that “the 
students of the government 
schools are finding it diffi-
cult to compete with their 
counterparts in the private 
educational institutions 
only because of failure of 
the respective Govern-
ments to properly utilize 
the available resources”.

He had claimed that 
5000 schools across Jammu 
& Kashmir have less than 
20 enrolments—(KNO)

Soura residents anguished as authorities 
fail to repair Rangil canal breach
‘We are facing water scarcity, Admin ignoring our demands’

Srinagar: Inhabitants of Srinagar outskirts 
here have accused the authorities in Jal 
Shakti department of ignoring their re-
peated pleas and demanded immediate re-
dressal of their grievances.

Talking to news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), the local inhabit-
ants of Srinagar outskirts including Soura, 
Buchpora, Gulab Bagh and others said that 
they are facing immense hardships as the 
authorities concerned have failed to pro-
vide them adequate water supply from the 
last couple of months.

Since the breach in Rangil canal, we 
are not getting the water supply properly, 
the residents said, adding that the supply to 
them is being provided only in morning and 
evening hours and that too for the period of 
only half an hour.

The locals said that more than two 
lakh inhabitants are suffering due to the 
callous attitude of the concerned depart-
ment. “We went from pillar to post to 
seek justice but nothing has been done so 
far,” the locals said.

They said that the administration is in 
deep slumber as the breach in the canal has 
not been repaired for over six months, thus 
leaving the residents to lurch at large.

Inhabitants from different Srinagar 
areas here have appealed the concerned 
authorities especially the Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir P K Pole to per-
sonally intervene into the matter and 
redress their genuine grievances at an 
earliest so that they could heave a sigh 
of relief –(KNO)

Care Hospital Bemina 
still functional even 
after authorities 
cancel its registration

Srinagar, June 18 (KNO): 
Even as the authorities 
cancelled its registration, 

the Care Hospital in Bemina 
area of Srinagar is still func-
tional while as the authorities 
concerned are acting as mute 
spectator.

Officials told news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
that Care hospital was found 
involved in illegal activities fol-
lowing which its registration 
was cancelled.

The document, dated 19-02-
2020, available with KNO read 
that the hospital registration 
was cancelled from the date of 
expiry of the registration for 
running the hospital in viola-
tion of rules and regulations. 
“Though the request put forth 
by the proprietor is not covered 
under rules, however, the hospi-
tal are allowed to use the prme-
mises for OPD purpose only for 
six months from the date of rep-
resentation made by the owner 
of the hospital i.e. 31-05-2018, as 
on date the hospital/nursing 
home was not registered for re-
newal of registration,” the docu-
ment reads.

Suraiya Jabeen 
reviews functioning 
of Evacuee Property 
Deptt

JAMMU, JUNE 18: After 
taking charge as Custo-
dian General J&K, Suraiya 

Jabeen today took a detailed 
review during an introductory 
meeting regarding functioning 
of Evacuee Property Depart-
ment here.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Jabeen impressed upon the of-
ficers and officials of the depart-
ment to work with honesty and 
dedication for protection and 
best management of Evacuee 
Property to improve its finan-
cial health.

Delegations, Individuals call on Advisor 
Baseer Khan; raise grievances, demands
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18: Advisor 
to Lieutenant Governor, Bas-
eer Ahmad Khan, convened a 
public outreach programme 
to take stock of people’s issues 
and concerns especially in the 
wake of COVID-19 pandemic.

The event was attended by 
several delegations and indi-
viduals who raised their griev-
ances and demands concern-
ing welfare and development 
of their respective areas.

During the programme, the 
participants strictly followed 
all the necessary preventive 
protocols regarding COVID-19.

Delegation of Parents As-
sociation of Private Schools 
Kashmir requested for slash-
ing school fee to a genuine 
amount proportionate to the 
expenditures made by the 
schools considering the pre-
vailing pandemic.

A delegation of Kashmir 
Hotel and Restaurant Owners 
Federation demanded waiving 
of different tarrif and charges be-

ing realized by government de-
partments including PDD, PHE, 
SMC and JK LAWDA till normal 
tourist activities resumes.

Meanwhile, delegation of 
Federation Chamber of Indus-
tries Kashmir raised various 
development issues including 
regular power supply to Indus-
trial Estate Aglar, Shopian be-

fore the onset of apple harvest-
ing season this year.

Another delegation of 
Tourist Facilitators demanded 
that their services should be 
regularised by formulating 
some policy on the analogy of 
Rehbar-i-khel scheme so that 
their career gets secured.

Another delegation of 

Amar Singh Club Srinagar 
projected different develop-
ment issues pertaining to the 
club and sought their early 
resolution.

The Advisor gave specific 
directions to the concerned de-
partments for redressal of the 
grievances raised by the depu-
tations and individuals.

COVID-19: Govt 
evacuates 1,47,642 
stranded JK residents
JAMMU, JUNE 18: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Government has 
evacuated about 1,47,642 JK resi-
dents, stranded in other parts of 
the country due to COVID lock-
down, via Lakhanpur  and through 
special trains and buses till date 
amid strict observance of all neces-
sary guidelines and Standard Op-
erating Procedures.

As per the official data re-
ceived in this regard, the Jammu 
and Kashmir administration 
has received 57 special trains at 
Jammu and Udhampur railway 
stations from different states and 
UTs, so far, with about 45,747 pas-
sengers while about 1,01,895 per-
sons from other states and UTs 
including 328 from abroad have 
been evacuated by the government 
through Lakhanpur till date.
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Ignored LoC tension

O
ver the past few days as the India-China 
face-off along Line of Actual Control has 
worsened with Chinese troops killing twen-
ty Indian soldiers, the Line of Control with 

Pakistan has also heated up. India and Pakistan have 
engaged in artillery duels along the border resulting 
in loss of lives of soldiers and civilians. Latest ex-
change of firing took place along Nowgam sector in 
Kupwara. Earlier, there was shelling in Tanghdar 
sector. In the skirmishes along the border in  Jam-
mu’s Poonch sector, an army man was killed and 
three others were injured in the shelling from Paki-
stani side. In Pakistan administered Kashmir, a wom-
an and three young boys lost their lives.

 But while the entire focus has been on the LAC, 
the violence on the LoC and its fraught nature has 
gone largely unnoticed. Alongwith the potential of 
these skirmishes to grow into a major military con-
frontation, the recurrent border violence  is making 
life hell for the civilians living along the border.   They 
have to move to  safer areas along with their cattle. In 
some areas the government has made underground 
bunkers for the shelter of the fleeing people. But 
they are not enough to accommodate all the people. 
In some areas along the border, the government has 
yet to build  bunkers that is taking heavy on the life 
of border dwellers. More so, in Kashmir where such 
bunkers remain grossly inadequate in number.  For 
example, in Uri the residents recently protested the 
lack of bunkers in vulnerable areas. Though the ad-
ministration has recently sanctioned Rs 25 crore for 
125 underground bunkers along the LoC in Baram-
ulla and Kupwara, there has been no progress on the 
work.  The issue has been brought into fresh focus 
after a woman from Batgra village in Uri lost her life 
when she was hit by a  shell fired from Pakistan.  The 
shelling  damaged  several residential houses as well.

As for the military implications of these frequent 
LoC face-offs, situation has the potential to worsen in 
the upcoming weeks and months. There is a possibil-
ity that the skirmishes can escalate into a bigger con-
frontation. The bitterness between the neighbours 
now runs deeper than before.  The leaders of the two 
countries have now even given up  the pretense of 
showing interest in the engagement thus abdicating 
their responsibility towards peace in the region. This 
has let the violence take the centre stage again. And 
with the LAC stand-off with China taking a war-like 
dimension, the violence along the LoC cannot be ig-
nored. From the looks of it, the current instability 
seems set to continue for some time. Here’s hoping it 
all ends up well. 

o t h e r  o p i n o n

Resolute Response

T
he bloody clash on the Line of Actual Control on 
Monday night should have been averted. The loss of 
20 soldiers, including the Commanding Officer of the 
16 Bihar Regiment, Col B Santosh Babu, and critical 

injuries suffered by others have only proven once again that 
India refuses to learn lessons from its history, when it comes 
to China. Whoever be at the helm of affairs, India swings from 
Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai bonhomie to outright hostilities. All the 
high-profile deliberations and agreements between Prime Min-
ister Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping came to a naught 
on a steep ridgeline of the Galwan valley in Ladakh where the 
troops violently tried to dislodge each other. The military and 
political leaders who sanctioned this patrol during disengage-
ment ought to have factored in all the risks.

Meanwhile, the usually rabid Chinese propaganda news-
paper, Global Times — considered to reflect the thinking of the 
Chinese leadership — has taken a benign, reasonable stand of-
fering peace and goodwill, claiming the nondisclosure of Chi-
nese casualties as proof of restraint. Though Global Times un-
ambiguously attempts to claim military superiority over India 
and conveys Chinese concerns of Washington offering a ‘lever’ 
to worsen India-China ties, the tone is uncharacteristically 
reconciliatory. The mouthpiece says that China ‘does not and 
will not create conflicts’. This could be deceptive diplomacy 
at its best. But such deception ought to be responded with a 
greater degree of cautious cynicism.

Foreign policy and national security are matters of grave 
import, which ought to be sagaciously handled. Instead, some 
Indian politicians have a tendency to use border disputes and 
potential flashpoints as instruments of petty politics against 
domestic rivals. The PM’s decision to call an all-party meeting 
is a step in the right direction. His statement on a ‘befitting 
reply’ to China ought to dispel doubts about India’s indigna-
tion. There is no need for bravado in utterances that can af-
fect bilateral relations adversely. India-China relations have 
always been edgy since India offered asylum to Dalai Lama. 
China sees India as a threat and has worked overtime to bol-
ster its western front. India should reciprocate by guarding its 
eastern front, quietly and effectively with resolute response to 
any act of aggression. 

Tribune India

T
he government of India 
on  April 1  promulgated a 
new domicile law for J&K 
which defines the residents 

of the union territory as well as 
eligibility of acquiring  citizen-
ship within the union territory. 
The persons who fulfill the eligibil-
ity criteria become the residents of 
the territory. The law formulated 
doesn’t bring within its ambit the 
land rights of the residents, while 
speaks about only citizenship, who 
become naturally eligible for ac-
quiring jobs within the territory.

According to domicile law those 
persons who have resided within the 
union territory for almost 15 years 
can claim for domicile. The children 
of people who have stayed in the J&K 
union territory for almost 7 years and 
have appeared in class 11 and class12  
examination are also deemed to be the 
subjects of the union territory. Also 
children of central government em-
ployees who have served the union 
territory for almost 10 years are also 

considered to be the residents of  union 
territory. Besides children of all such 
people who fulfill such criteria are also 
deemed to be the subjects of the terri-
tory and those children who have been 
outside the union territory of J&K  ei-
ther for one reason or another can also 
claim for domicile provided their par-
ents fulfill the criteria of citizenship of 
the union territory. In Domicile law 
migrants are also classified to be the 
residents of union territory. All such 
persons can claim for the domicile of 
union territory. The designated of-
ficial for issuing the domicile certifi-
cate is Tehsildar, In case the person 
is denied by Tehsildar he can file an 
appeal before District commissioner  
but within 30 days .The Domicile Law 
framed is directly linked with jobs 
for persons who acquire domicile sta-
tus. Such persons are eligible and can 
compete for all gazetted as well as non 
gazetted posts whenever advertised by 
PSC and SSRB .Whereas the LEVEL4 
jobs have been reserved for persons 
already residing within the erstwhile 

state of J&K. The level 4th jobs include  
gatekeeper, gardener, cleric etc.  

In other words people of outside 
union territory can apply for gazetted 
and non gazetted posts, thus encroach-
ing the jobs solely meant for the actual 
residents of the union territory .The 
domicile law therefore can be called 
as the law of acquiring jobs, because 
any one else who acquires the citizen-
ship of the union territory apart from 
people of  the erstwhile state of J&K 
can compete  for the jobs. The law co-
incides with the British philosophy of 
teaching English language to the Indi-
ans  during  pre-independence era, so 
that they can help them in clerical as-
signments only.

The domicile law  is ambiguous in 
nature and is full of drawbacks, like 
when a person fulfills the domicile eli-
gibility and can compete for gazetted 
and non gazetted jobs, why on earth he 
is not eligible for level 4th grades. This 
itself violates the fundamental right 
of right to equality. The  restriction 
on class 4th jobs for outsider is itself 

contradiction of the domicile law, dis-
playing aberration and complexities of  
the law.The law doesnot cover the le-
gal land rights of the domicile persons 
and thus appears incomplete in itself. 
The law is framed for only neutraliz-
ing the gazetted and non gazetted jobs 
by paving way for outsiders, This will 
have  bad implications for the people 
of union territory, where there is al-
ready  surge in unemployment. More 
over the territory of J&K has been in 
turmoil since decades. Besides COVID 
19 has brought everything to a stand-
still especially in  J&K, which has been 
under lockdown post abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370. The educational sector has 
also suffered tremendously during the 
persistent unrest in the valley, while 
the rest  of India was working normal. 
The center needs to revisit the domi-
cile  law, in order to bring the solace to 
the trouble torn union territory.

MUSHTAQ AHMAD BHAT
MUSHTAQBUTT4U@GMAIL.COM
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”
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Centre should revisit domicile law

Principle Of 
Politics: Know 

Your Enemy

W
hen a Mercedes Benz E 
Class stopped outside 
the gates of my house 
one evening, I thought 

the owner must have lost his way. 
But when the rear door opened and 
the sole passenger stepped out, I got 
a surprise, for it was my old friend 
Murthy, whom I’d last spoken to on 
the phone when he was locked down 
in Thiruvananthapuram. I was 
thrilled, because this was my first 
visitor since the lockdown began, 
and, besides, the Merc was a sight 
to behold!

Murthy made himself at home 
in my drawing room in a matter of 
minutes. He took the most comfort-
able seat, eased the cat off an otto-
man so that he could put his feet 
up, got me to fetch him a large peg 
of his favourite whiskey (of which 
I had limited stocks, because it’s so 
expensive), turned on the TV with 
the sound off so he could watch the 
ticker tape of a news channel at the 
bottom of the screen, and persuaded 
my wife to start frying snacks.

When he had made himself 
truly comfortable, I asked him 
what brought him this way. “An 
inauguration,” he replied. “A sort 
of temple.”

“A temple!” I said, surprised, 
for I’d somehow got the impression 
that he was an agnostic.

“Not a temple, exactly,” he said, 
taking a large swig of my whiskey. 
“A monument to a leader. One of 
those fellows who turned a local 
community into a vote bank.”

“Why did you say temple, 
then?” I asked, irritated.

“Because that’s what it is,” 
he said, smiling in a way that set 
my teeth on edge. “You can’t go in 
there as you wish, there are lots 
of rules about it, like leaving your 
shoes outside, and being quiet and 
respectful inside, and saying the 
right words, and placing flowers 
on pictures, and so on, regardless 
of whether the person in question 
was a devil or a saint.”

I got his point and tried to shut 

him up, but getting a word in when 
Murthy is in full cry is like trying 
to stop an avalanche with a sheet 
of newspaper. “There are many 
types of temples,” he went on. “The 
oldest are to gods, even those that 
don’t permit pictures inside. The 
second are to events. Like a monu-
ment to Independence Day or Kar-
gil Vijay Diwas or whatever. The 
third type are to people. Leaders, 
you know, people who won their 
followers freedom or land or dig-
nity or whatever.

And the fourth type, those are 
to ideologies. Monuments to Marx-
ism, or Socialism, or whatever ism 
comes to your mind.

“They all have these rules and 
rituals and special days and flowers 
and protocols...

“When you look at the people to 
whom temples are built... You know, 
they were human, after all. Marx 
and Gandhi and Lenin and Lincoln 
and Mandela, all had their failings, 
their grey areas. I’m not sure any of 
those wise people to whom we put 
up temples would agree that they 
deserved those temples.”

“And, you know, the thing is 
that ideological beliefs are no dif-
ferent from religious beliefs. Re-
ligion fellows say that god made 
these rules for you to obey if you 
want happiness in some future 
life. No trace of evidence for all 
this, mind you.

The ideology fellows say that 
society or countries or whatever 
must follow such-and-such rules 
to achieve happiness in this life. 
Again, very little evidence. Of 
course, they give you examples, of 
societies that followed those rules 
and progressed, and they give you 
measures of how to find out if your 
society is better than others, and so 
on, but when you examine it all you 
find the ideology fellows have no 
deep evidence, either.

“Which is why they quarrel all 
the time, just like the religion-wal-
lahs. Like the communists and the 
capitalists, or rightists and leftists, 

or whatever. And sometimes it all 
gets mixed up, ideology and reli-
gion, like we’re beginning to see in-
creasingly, and that’s really messy. 
But there’s one thing that all ideolo-
gies have in common...”

My wife entered the room at 
this point, bearing a tray of hot 
cheese fritters. I saw, for the first 
time, one of Murthy’s monologues 
interrupted. My wife didn’t even 
need a sheet of newspaper to stop 
the avalanche: all she needed was 
one look. She’s got this look, you 
see, like steel and ice all wrapped 
up in unspoken menace...

Well, Murthy lost the thread 
of his monologue, and kept quiet 
though most of dinner. He resumed 
only when it was about time for him 
to leave, and I was leading him to 
gate from where I’d be able to get 
another look at the exquisite Mer-
cedes in which he’d arrived. After 
I’d looked at it gleaming in the lamp-
light — for night had come while 
Murthy was talking — I thought I’d 
ask him about the one thing that 
ideologies have in common.

“Oh, that,” he said airily, for he 
had regained his confidence. “It’s a 
very simple principle that they all 
follow.” My wife turned up to wish 
him goodbye and he dried up again. 
“Where was I?” he asked when she 
had nodded him a gracious goodbye 
and disappeared into the house.

“Something all ideologies fol-
low,” I said. “What is it?”

“It’s an easy way to find friends,” 
he said. “My enemy’s enemy is my 
friend.” The chauffeur opened the 
car door for him, and he stepped in. 
Sitting inside, he grinned up at me, 
mischief in his eyes. “Only there’s a 
trick to it, you know.”

“What?” I asked, rising to the 
bait, as usual.

“It’s difficult, especially after 
this coronavirus business and WHO 
and so on,” he replied, “but you’ve 
got to know who your enemies are!” 

...
Deccan Chronicle
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When you look 
at the people to 

whom temples are 
built... You know, 
they were human, 
after all. Marx and 
Gandhi and Lenin 
and Lincoln and 
Mandela, all had 
their failings, their 
grey areas

Something All 
Ideologies Follow, 
My Enemy’s Enemy 
Is My Friend



Friday| 19-06-2020

Arts And Humanities Is As 
Important As Science
I

n recent months, world leaders have mobilised 
seemingly every technological resource at their 
disposal to stem the threat of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Evidence and scientific opinion have gained 

newfound respect; decision makers have arguably 
become better at listening to scientists and following 
their directives.

But the virus has also exposed social problems that, 
by their very nature, go beyond science: deep-rooted 
health and social inequalities, a fractured political re-
sponse, mental health challenges associated with home 
confinement. All this points to systemic issues that are 
broader than the immediate public health emergency. 
Here, science still has a role to play, but it is a support-
ing one to the humanities and social sciences.

To judge by news reports, the humanities are 'nice 
to have' - think of the entertainment value of balcony 
music or an online book club - but not essential for 
helping resolve the crisis. But as the impacts of public 
health measures ripple through societies, languages, 
and cultures, thinking critically about our reaction 
to SARS-CoV-2 is as important as new scientific find-
ings about the virus. The humanities can contribute 
to a deeper understanding of the entrenched mentali-
ties and social dynamics that have informed society's 
response to this crisis. And by encouraging us to turn 
a mirror on our own selves, they prompt us to question 
whether we are the rational individuals that we aspire 
to be, and whether we are sufficiently equipped, as a 
society, to solve our own problems.

We are creatures of stories. Scholarship in the 
medical humanities has persistently emphasised that 
narratives are crucial for how humans experience ill-
ness. For instance, Felicity Callard, a professor of hu-
man geography, has written about how a lack of "nar-
rative anchors" during the early days of the Covid-19 
pandemic led to confusion over what counts as a 'mild' 
symptom and what the 'normal' course of the disease 
looks like, ultimately heightening the suffering the 
disease caused. Existing social conditions, previous ill-
nesses and disabilities, a sense of precarity - all of these 
factors influence our attitude toward disease and how 
it affects the way we exist in the world.

We are entangled with nature. We tend to imagine 
a human world separate from natural laws, but the 
novel coronavirus reminds us of the extent to which 
we are intricately bound up with the life around us. As 
philosopher David Benatar has noted, the emergence 
of the new coronavirus is most likely a result of our 
treatment of nonhuman animals. The virus has forced 
us to alter our behaviour, likely triggering higher rates 
of anxiety, depression, and other stress-related re-
sponses. In essence, it has shown how what we think of 
as 'non-human' can become a fundamental part of our 
lives in unexpected ways.

We react to crises in predictable fashion, and with 
foreseeable cognitive and moral failings. A growing body 
of work suggests that, although we want to act on knowl-
edge, it is our nature to react instinctively and short-
sightedly. Images of overcapacity intensive care units, for 
example, galvanise us to comply with lockdown restric-
tions, even as we have much more difficulty acting pru-
dentially to prevent the emergence of such viruses. The 
desire for a quick solution has fuelled a race for a vaccine, 
even though - as historian of science David Jones has not-
ed - failures and false starts have been recurring themes 
in past attempts to handle epidemics. Even if a vaccine 
were available, it wouldn't erase the striking disparities 
in health outcomes across class, race, and gender.

We have trouble coping with uncertainty and com-
plexity. In recent months, policymakers have pressed 
scientists for predictions of infection rates, reproduc-
tion numbers, and other epidemiological data in a vast 
effort to minimize uncertainty. But as historian and 
philosopher Lara Keuck has noted, every political deci-
sion occurs in a multidimensional system shrouded by 
uncertainty about biomedical knowledge, regulatory 

measures, and even our own existence. The decision 
to put a country under lockdown has implications for 
social stratification, domestic violence, the emotional 
lives of children, and a myriad of other concerns. Fac-
toring all this in does not make the decision any easier, 
but it is necessary.

By giving us the tools to decode complex social 
problems - to contextualize them historically and ana-
lyze them critically - the humanities can serve as an 
antidote to an overreliance on or mistrust in "the sci-
ence." They encourage us to look beneath the surface of 
what we are being told. For instance, the work of histo-
rian Lukas Engelmann illustrates how visual analysis 
of pictures showing the physical manifestations of dis-
ease can remind us that there are human beings behind 
the death tolls. The writing of author Leslie Jamison 
stands as a reminder that there is no single experience 
of illness, quarantine, or remote work.

The deciphering of text can also reveal underlying 
dynamics of crisis messaging. For example, the pandemic 
has been described as a "war," implying a fight against an 
enemy and inviting exclusionary practices that stigma-
tize a foreign "other." But the metaphor also suggests the 
possibility of "winning," and paints health care workers 
as "selfless heroes" doing something more than merely 
work. This language echoes medicine's "war against age-
ing and death," as the late bioethicist Daniel Callahan has 
described it, and predisposes us to measure the success of 
medicine in terms of lives saved and lifespans extended, 
rather than, say, our ability to care for the dying.

The humanities may not make us more humane or 
empathetic, but by reminding us constantly of others' 
points of view, they are an investment in the future 
of democracy itself. According to philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum, the lived experience of frailty and depen-
dence is a mark of our common humanity and thereby 
the beginning of ethical life. This idea seems to be gain-
ing traction during the current crisis. For example, 
both health practitioners and family members affected 
by Covid-19 point to patients dying alone as "the bitter-
est" aspect of the pandemic. Guidance from the World 
Health Organization that failed to include palliative 
care as an essential health service during the pandem-
ic speaks volumes about the political worth of these 
testimonials. It is high time that we take the stories of 

patients and health care workers more seriously as ex-
amples of the moral weight of relationships.

By imagining the points of view of people unlike our-
selves, we begin to appreciate the very significant physi-
cal and mental labor that allows us to live together in a 
society. Care work, for example, has been rediscovered 
as an essential service, but one for which people get few 
benefits, rights, and support. From pharmacists to social 
workers, many of the jobs now described as essential are 
being performed by women, and by non-white women 
more than anyone else. At the same time, women have 
lost a disproportionate number of jobs due to the pan-
demic and will continue to do so in its aftermath. This 
persistent gender inequality isn't news, of course; rather, 
it's just another instance of entrenched social dynamics 
that the pandemic has cast into the spotlight.

As David Jones has put it, by exerting pressure on 
societies, epidemics make "visible latent structures 
that might not otherwise be evident," and the humani-
ties are crucial for completing the resulting social and 
cultural analysis. They are not merely a distraction 
from the depressing news of the day; they temper our 
fascination with death tolls and economic recovery 
by forcing us to consider the cultural forces that will 
shape the pandemic's course - and by reminding us 
what we value as a society.

Most fundamentally, as the public is flooded with 
competing narratives of what the crisis is and how 
it can be resolved, the humanities enable us to resist 
those who claim certainty using simplified biological 
or societal models. Instead they point to ways out that 
involve cultivating the shared habits, beliefs, and val-
ues that make social life possible. The pandemic has 
given new concreteness to society's vulnerabilities, 
and we must take those vulnerabilities seriously if we 
are to address the more fundamental problems of our 
health care systems and social interconnectedness.

Earlier this year, French author Annie Ernaux 
wrote in a public letter to President Emmanuel Ma-
cron that the pandemic is making us dream of "a new 
world." This crisis needs the humanities because they 
show that dreams do not come from nowhere, and that 
there are multiple ways to realize them.

Khaleej Times

Anna Magdalena Elsner 
& Vanessa Rampton

The Story Of Printed Photos
I still enjoy those worn out photos with no editing or filters

Sana Altaf | Gulf News

S
haring moments of joy or pain with our 
loved ones has become a matter of seconds. 
It takes just a few clicks before we can 
share our lives through images and videos 

with anyone in the world.
Not to mention the interaction through com-

ments and shares that follows. But being a part of 
a generation that witnessed the transition from 
print to digital photography, I continue to be a fan 
of printed pictures.

Those were the days when having a camera was 
a luxury not everyone could afford. A family usually 
had one camera, before small digital cameras came. 
Photographs were taken only on special occasions. 
Those pictures had a special feel and value.

After the first look, we would carefully observe 
each and every photograph — the pose, the back-
ground, the lighting. Though there would be a few 
misses every time, we would be overjoyed to see 
our photo shoot turn a success with a collection of 
nicely clicked portraits

Back home, we have a huge collection of photo-
graphs — black and white, coloured and some hand 
painted, too. For me, those are one of the most valu-
able things in the house. Despite the errors in print 
like poor colour setting, bad background, the red 
eye effect or their worn out condition, they still feel 
unique and emotional.

As a child, I loved flipping through the old 
pictures. During those long winter vacations, 
when power would be cut most evenings, running 
through old albums and pictures was a favourite 
pastime. I enjoyed listening to anecdotes behind 
the pictures of mum and dad.

I, however, always complained I was less clicked 

than my sister as a child for whatever reason.
With time, photography became a favourite 

‘play’ for me and my sister. However, it wasn’t 
cheap to buy the camera rolls, batteries that ex-
hausted fast and then having them printed from a 
good studio.

I did not own my camera (couldn’t think of 
buying it then) and used the family camera, which 
my father had bought from somewhere in India 
(we still have it).

We would keep a camera roll always at home. On 
any random day, depending on our mood, we would 
start our photo shoot. We would dress up in our new 

clothes with matched footwear and make funky hair-
styles. Once ready, we would move around the house 
to look for a good background for the shoot.

Our favourite places were stairs where we 
posed sitting, standing, leaning against the wood-
en railing, stepping down, looking back and all the 
postures possible. We also loved the garden in the 
background, snaps with toys on the bed or playing 
with snow during winters.

No means of editing
We took turns in taking each other’s photo-

graphs. We lost hours in our photo shoots, totally 

ignorant of the world around us. It was all about 
dressing up, changing backgrounds, styles and pos-
es. It was exhausting, yet an enjoyable experience.

Since the camera roll had a limit of 30-35 pic-
tures, we had to keep a track of the number of 
snaps each of us clicked to share them equally. 
Every photograph taken had to be well planned 
before pressing the shutter button as there was no 
means of editing and re-taking.

One wrong click would mean wasting one 
snap. Sometimes we would finish the whole roll 
at one go, other times we spared a few pictures for 
some important occasion or just another day.

Once we shot the full roll, dad would take it for 
printing to a studio. For us the wait was long, usu-
ally a few days before we could have the pictures in 
our hand. The moment we got the bundle of photos, 
we would jump for joy. Snuggled together, two of 
us would first shuffle through them quickly.

After the first look, we would carefully observe 
each and every photograph — the pose, the back-
ground, the lighting. Though there would be a few 
misses every time, we would be overjoyed to see 
our photo shoot turn a success with a collection of 
nicely clicked portraits.

The new, precious photographs would rest 
on our bedsides for days to come so that we could 
look at them whenever we wished. It was only 
when we got bored of seeing them repeatedly that 
they would find a place in our other collection of 
photographs.

Today, even as I have more than 3,000 pictures 
on my phone, I rarely go through them. I still enjoy 
those worn out photos with no editing or filters.

Sana Altaf is a freelancer based in Dubai.

The humanities may not make us more humane or empathetic, but by reminding us 
constantly of others' points of view, they are an investment in the future of democracy itself

We are entangled 
with nature. We tend to 

imagine a human world 
separate from natural laws, 
but the novel coronavirus 
reminds us of the extent to 
which we are intricately 
bound up with the life around 
us. As philosopher David 
Benatar has noted, the 
emergence of the new 
coronavirus is most likely a 
result of our treatment of 
nonhuman animals. The virus 
has forced us to alter our 
behaviour, likely triggering 
higher rates of anxiety, 
depression, and other stress-
related responses. In essence, 
it has shown how what we 
think of as 'non-human' can 
become a fundamental part 
of our lives in unexpected 
ways.
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COVID-19 spreads easily among 
people who live together and 
other family members, even be-
fore an infected person shows 
any symptoms, according to a 
modelling study that is the first-
of-its-kind to quantify symptom-
less transmission.

The research, published in The 
Lancet Infectious Diseases jour-
nal on Wednesday, also suggests 
the SARS-CoV-2 that causes CO-
VID-19 may spread more easily 
in households than severe acute 
respiratory syndrome (SARS) 
or Middle East respiratory syn-
drome (MERS).

The analysis, based on contact 

tracing data from 349 people with 
COVID-19 and 1,964 of their close 
contacts in Guangzhou, China, 
found that people with COVID-19 
were at least as infectious before 
they developed symptoms as dur-
ing their actual illness.

The researchers, including 
those from the University of 
Florida in the US, also found that 
people aged 60 years or more 
were most susceptible to house-
hold infection with SARS-CoV-2.

The study of people living to-
gether and family members -- 
not living at the same address 
-- and non-household contacts 
suggests that breaking the chain 
of transmission within house-
holds through timely tracing and 

quarantine of close contacts, in 
addition to case finding and iso-
lation, could have a huge impact 
on reducing the number of CO-
VID-19 cases.

While the model has been 
updated to reflect the current 
knowledge about the transmis-
sion dynamics of COVID-19, the 
researchers caution that it is 
based on a series of assumptions, 
for example about the length of 
incubation and how long symp-
tomatic cases are infectious, 
that are yet to be confirmed, and 
might affect the accuracy of the 
estimates.

“Our analyses suggest that the 
infectiousness of individuals with 
COVID-19 before they have symp-

toms is high and could substantial-
ly increase the difficulty of curbing 
the ongoing pandemic,” said Yang 
Yang from the University of Flori-
da, who co-led the research.

“Active case finding and isola-
tion in conjunction with compre-
hensive contact tracing and quar-
antine will be key to preventing 
infected contacts from spreading 
the virus during their incubation 
periods, which will be crucial 
when easing lockdown restric-
tions on movement and mixing,” 
Yang said.

The researchers developed 
a transmission model that ac-
counted for individual-level ex-
posure, tertiary transmission, 
potential exposure to untraced 

infection sources, and asymp-
tomatic infections.

The study estimated the sec-
ondary attack rate -- the probabil-
ity that an infected person trans-
mits the disease to a susceptible 
individual -- among people living 
together and family members, 
and non-household contacts.

Close contacts -- unprotected 
individuals who had been within a 
metre of a person with COVID-19 
less than two days before their 
symptoms developed -- were 
traced, quarantined, and tested for 
SARS-CoV-2 on days 1 and 14.

The analyses estimated that 
the likelihood of secondary 
transmission -- spread from an 
infected person to non-house-

hold contacts -- was 2.4 per cent, 
the researchers said.

The likelihood of passing on 
the virus was higher among 
people living together and family 
members, with an attack rate of 
17.1 per cent -- around 1 in 6 -- 
among people living at the same 
address, and 12.4 per cent among 
family members, they said.

“Family members such as par-
ents and older children may not 
be living at the same address, 
which might explain why they 
appear at less risk of secondary 
infections than those living in the 
same household as the COVID-19 
case,” said Natalie Dean from the 
University of Florida.

“While the likelihood of trans-

mitting COVID-19 in households 
may seem quite low, it is around 
twice what has been estimated 
for SARS (4.6-8 per cent) and 
three times higher than for MERS 
(4-5 per cent), although these 
data are only based on a small 
number of studies,” Dean said.

The model also suggests that 
the likelihood of household in-
fection is highest among older 
adults aged 60 or more, and 
lowest in those aged 20 years 
or younger, according to the re-
searchers.

The estimates also suggest sub-
stantial infectivity during the in-
cubation period, comparable to, 
and potentially higher than, dur-
ing the illness period, they said.

‘COVID-19 SPREADS EASILY 
Among People Who Live Together’

Here’s Why Coronavirus 
Disease Affect People Differently

Agencies

The coronavirus can be dead-
ly for some people or no big 
deal for others. It can put 

a patient on a ventilator facing 
lonely death or can come and go 
without leaving a mark. The sci-
entists across the globe are work-
ing day and night to find out what 
are the factors due which this vi-
rus affects people differently.

The issue of disease variabil-
ity “is the most critical question 
about COVID-19,” The Washing-
ton Post quoted Edward Beh-
rens, chief of the rheumatology 
division at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.

“Why do some people get sick? 
Why do some people have no 
problem at all?” he said.

However, National Institutes of 

Health Director Francis Collins on 
his blog has highlighted one po-
tential breakthrough. He stated 
that the scientists developed an 
artificial intelligence tool that 
sorted the blood of covid-19 pa-
tients and found 22 proteins that 
consistently appear among the 

patients who are severely ill.
The researchers have also 

found that COVID-19 victim 
who had Type A blood had a 50 
per cent higher risk of needing 
oxygen or a ventilator. Type O 
blood seemed to have a partial 
protective effect.

Collins further stated in com-
parison to potential mutations 
and dosages, the most critical 
factor is the person getting in-
fected -- the “host.” Not every-
body hosts the COVID-19 virus in 
the same way.

“The most critical factor is the 
person getting infected -- the 
host,” Collins stated.

Also, Jennifer Lighter, a hospital 
epidemiologist at NYU Langone 
found that obesity as one of the fac-
tors infecting people with COVID-19.

COVID-19 patients with a body 
mass index between 30 and 34 
-- obese under CDC definitions 
-- were two folds as likely to be 
admitted to the ICU than patients 
with a BMI under 30.

Those with a BMI of 35 and over 
were three folds more likely to die 
than those with a healthy BMI.

There’s A Possibility Of Dozens 
Of Intelligent Civilisations In Our 
Galaxy, Suggests Study

Young People With Early Psychosis 
May Not Require Antipsychotic 
Medications To Recover

Agencies

Researchers found that 
some young people 
with early-stage first-

episode psychosis (FEP) can 
experience reduced symp-
toms and improve function-
ing without antipsychotic 
medication when they are 
provided with psychological 
interventions and compre-
hensive case management.

The study led by research-
ers at the Orygen study that 
compared two groups of 
young people, aged 15 - 25 
years, presenting with FEP 
to a specialist early psycho-
sis service. The results of 
the Staged Treatment and 
Acceptability Guidelines in 
Early Psychosis (STAGES) 
study have been published 
in the Schizophrenia Bulle-
tin Open.

Both groups received the 
intensive psychosocial inter-
vention, with one group also 
receiving low dose antipsy-
chotic medication and the 
other receiving a placebo.

The study found that the 
addition of antipsychotic 
medication to intensive 
psychosocial intervention 
did not lead to superior 
outcomes in symptoms and 
functioning within the first 
six months, suggesting that 
antipsychotic medication 
may not be needed early in 
the course of illness for all 
people within the spectrum 
of psychosis.

Orygen researcher Dr 
Shona Francey, who led the 
study, said the team wanted 
to investigate whether the 
medication was an essential 
part of treatment for young 

people with early-stage FEP.
“For a significant number 

of young people, it is. But, 
I think some young people 
can recover, at least initially, 
from their psychosis with-
out medication,” she said.

Current practice recom-
mends anti-psychotic medi-
cation be taken from the 
outset of psychotic illness 
in order to achieve rapid re-
covery and improvement of 
psychotic symptoms.

However, Dr Francey said, 
in reality, a lot of people 
vote with their feet and 
don’t take their medication 
for a variety of reasons.

“Medications can have 
heavy-duty side effects for 
young people, including 
weight gain which is a sig-
nificant issue that young 
people are concerned about. 
There are also various sex-
ual and other physical side 
effects that young people on 
medication have to contend 
with.”

Dr Francey said that not 
all young people could de-

lay their antipsychotic med-
ication. “For many young 
people with early-stage 
FEP, medication is an essen-
tial part of their treatment 
plan. But, for those young 
people who do not want 
medication, psychological 
interventions and compre-
hensive case management 
could be a feasible model of 
treatment.

“What the findings of this 
research tell us is that if a 
young person is reluctant 
to take medication for FEP, a 
period of intensive psycho-
social treatments could be 
offered as an alternative,” 
Dr Francey said.

She said a larger trial would 
be required to investigate 
whether antipsychotic-free 
treatment could be recom-
mended for particular groups 
of young people with FEP.

“Young people currently 
using the medication as part 
of their supervised treat-
ment should continue to 
do so under the direction of 
their doctor,” Dr Francey said.

50Pc Of Global Population Exposed 
To Rising Air Pollution: Study

Agencies

A new study has calculated that 
there could be more than 
30 intelligent civilizations 

throughout the milky way galaxy.
This is an enormous advance 

over previous estimates which 
spanned from zero to billions.

One of the biggest and longest-
standing questions in the history 
of human thought is whether there 
are other intelligent lifeforms with-
in our universe. Obtaining good es-
timates of the number of possible 
extraterrestrial civilizations has 
however been very challenging.

The study led by the Univer-
sity of Nottingham is published 
in the Astrophysical Journal.

Using the assumption that in-
telligent life forms on other plan-

ets in a similar way as it does on 
Earth these researchers have ob-
tained an estimate for the num-
ber of intelligent communicating 
civilizations within our own gal-
axy, the Milky Way. They calcu-
late that there could be over 30 
active communicating intelligent 
civilizations in our home galaxy.

“There should be at least a 
few dozen active civilizations in 
our galaxy under the assump-
tion that it takes 5 billion years 
for intelligent life to form on 
other planets, as on Earth. The 
idea is looking at evolution, but 
on a cosmic scale. We call this 
calculation the Astrobiological 
Copernican Limit,” said Professor 
of Astrophysics at the University 
of Nottingham, Christopher Con-
selice who also led the research.

Agencies

London-: Despite global efforts 
to improve air quality, half of the 
world's population is exposed to 
increasing air pollution, and ac-
cording to the WHO, more than 
four million deaths annually can be 
attributed to outdoor air pollution.

Vast swathes of the world's 
population are experiencing in-
creased air pollution, says the study 
conducted in association with the 
World Health Organisation (WHO).

Air pollution constitutes ma-
jor, and in many areas increas-
ing, threat to public health, ac-
cording to the study published 
in the journal Climate and Atmo-
spheric Science.

"While long-term policies to 
reduce air pollution have been 
effective in many regions, nota-
bly in Europe and the US, there 

are regions that have dangerous-
ly high levels of air pollution," 
said study researcher Gavin 
Shaddick from the University of 
Exeter in the UK.

In some regions air pollution 
was five times higher than WHO 
guidelines, and in some coun-
tries it was still increasing, Shad-
dick added.

Major sources of fine particu-
late matter air pollution includes 
inefficient use of energy by house-
holds, industry, agriculture and 
transport sectors, and coal-fired 
power plants. In some regions, 
sand and desert dust, waste burn-
ing and deforestation add to it.

Although air pollution affects 
high- and low-income countries 
alike, low- and middle-income 
countries experience the largest 
burden with the highest concen-
trations seen in central, eastern, 
southern and south-eastern Asia.



Atlanta Cop Charged With 
Murder For Shooting 
27-Year-Old Black Man
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Nepal Presses On With New Map 
Including Indian Areas, Bill Passed
Press Trust Of India

Kathmandu: Nepal’s National 
Assembly today unanimous-
ly passed the Constitution 
Amendment Bill to update the 
country’s political and adminis-
trative map incorporating three 
Indian territories.

India has termed as unten-
able the “artificial enlarge-
ment” of territorial claims by 
Nepal after its lower house of 
parliament on Saturday unani-
mously approved the new politi-
cal map of the country featuring 
areas which India maintains 

belong to it.
The National Assembly, or 

the upper house of the Nepal-

ese parliament, unanimously 
passed the constitution amend-
ment bill providing for inclu-
sion of the country’s new politi-

cal map in its national emblem.
The bill was passed with all 

the 57 members present voting 

in its favour.
Nepal, in its new map, claims 

India’s Lipulekh, Kalapani and 
Limpiyadhura as its territories.

Mortar Blast At 
Afghan Religious School 
Kills 9 Students
Agencies

Kunduz, Afghanistan: A mor-
tar bomb blast inside a reli-
gious school in northern Af-
ghanistan Thursday killed at 
least nine students, police said.

“As per initial investi-
gation, the explosion was 
caused by a mortar that had 
somehow been carried inside 
the madrassa,” police spokes-
man Khalil Asir told AFP, 
adding many of the dead were 
aged under 18.

Six students were 
wounded in the explosion 
in the Ishkamish district of 
Takhar province. 

Gunmen attacked a hos-
pital in the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, on Tuesday where the 
international humanitarian 
organization Doctors Without 
Borders runs a maternity 

clinic. At least sixteen people, 
including two newborn babies, 
were killed, officials said.

Provincial governor 
spokesman Jawad Hejri 
confirmed the incident and 
the toll.

It comes after two deadly 
blasts this month targeted sep-
arate mosques in Kabul.

On Friday, four people 
were killed when explosives 
detonated at a mosque in the 
capital during weekly prayers.

A week earlier a blast at a 
mosque in the heavily fortified 
Green Zone killed two people, 
including a prominent imam.

The latest bloodshed comes 
as the Taliban and government 
are preparing to launch much-
delayed peace talks aimed at 
ending the nearly two-decade 
old conflict in the impover-
ished country.

Agencies

Atlanta, United States: An At-
lanta police officer has been 
charged with murder for 
shooting a 27-year-old man in 
the back, justice officials an-
nounced Wednesday in the 
latest case to spark anger 
over police killings of African 
Americans.

Atlanta District Attorney 
Paul Howard said police offi-
cer Garrett Rolfe had no justi-
fication for shooting Rayshard 
Brooks as Brooks fled, and ag-
gravated the case by kicking 
Brooks’ body as he lay on the 
ground bleeding.

He also said that Rolfe 
and fellow officer Devin Bros-
nan violated multiple police 
department regulations after 

they detained Brooks when he 
was found sleeping in his car 
in the drive-up line at a local 
Wendy’s fast food restaurant 
on June 12.

“We concluded that, at the 
time that Mr Brooks was shot, 
he did not pose an immedi-
ate threat of death or serious 
physical injury to the officers,” 
Howard said.

11 counts
Brooks’ shooting came less 

than three weeks after a Min-
neapolis police officer’s killing 
of handcuffed African Ameri-
can George Floyd on May 25 
fuelled a national uproar over 

racism and police brutality.
Brooks’ death ignited a 

fresh round of angry protests, 
and forced the resignation of 
Atlanta’s police chief.

Howard said a warrant 
was issued for Rolfe’s arrest 
on 11 counts including felony 
murder -- a homicide commit-
ted in the course of another 
felony crime -- aggravated as-
sault, and multiple counts of 
violating police procedures.

Relatives of black Ameri-
can Rayshard Brooks, many of 
them in tears, called for justice 
and “drastic change” in polic-
ing after an Atlanta officer fa-
tally shot him in the back. Yah-
aira Jacquez has more.

The murder count could 
bring a sentence of death or life 
in prison.

Brosnan, who has agreed 
to become a witness for the 
state in the investigation, faces 
three charges including aggra-
vated assault.

Brosnan and Rolfe found 
Brooks sleeping in his car at 
the restaurant last Friday.

Over a calm 20 minute in-
teraction, they gave him an 
alcohol test and, after it proved 
positive, sought to arrest him 
for driving under the influence.

After a brief struggle 
Brooks ran off with one of 
the officers’ Tasers and, as he 
swung his arm back to point 
it at them, Rolfe shot Brooks 
twice in the back.

Google’s Chrome target of 
massive spying attack
Agencies

Unted States: Google declined to discuss how the latest spyware 
compared with prior campaigns, the breadth of the damage, or 
why it did not detect and remove the bad extensions on its own 
despite past promises to supervise offerings more closely

A newly discovered spyware effort attacked users through 
32 million downloads of extensions to Google’s market-lead-
ing Chrome web browser, researchers at Awake Security told 
Reuters, highlighting the tech industry’s failure to protect 
browsers as they are used more for email, payroll and other 
sensitive functions.

Alphabet Inc’s Google said it removed more than 70 of the 
malicious add-ons from its official Chrome Web Store after be-
ing alerted by the researchers last month.

“When we are alerted of extensions in the Web Store that 
violate our policies, we take action and use those incidents as 
training material to improve our automated and manual anal-
yses,” Google spokesman Scott Westover told Reuters.

Most of the free extensions purported to warn users about 
questionable websites or convert files from one format to an-
other. Instead, they siphoned off browsing history and data 
that provided credentials for access to internal business tools.

Based on the number of downloads, it was the most far-
reaching malicious Chrome store campaign to date, according 
to Awake co-founder and chief scientist Gary Golomb.

Google declined to discuss how the latest spyware com-
pared with prior campaigns, the breadth of the damage, or why 
it did not detect and remove the bad extensions on its own de-
spite past promises to supervise offerings more closely.

It is unclear who was behind the effort to distribute the 
malware. Awake said the developers supplied fake contact in-
formation when they submitted the extensions to Google.

“Anything that gets you into somebody’s browser or email 

or other sensitive areas would be a target for national espio-
nage as well as organized crime,” said former National Secu-
rity Agency engineer Ben Johnson, who founded security com-
panies Carbon Black and Obsidian Security.

The extensions were designed to avoid detection by antivi-
rus companies or security software that evaluates the reputa-
tions of web domains, Golomb said.

If someone used the browser to surf the web on a home 
computer, it would connect to a series of websites and trans-
mit information, the researchers found. Anyone using a cor-
porate network, which would include security services, would 
not transmit the sensitive information or even reach the mali-
cious versions of the websites.

Trump signs sanctions law over China 
treatment of Uighurs

Iran has over $62bn in net 
foreign assets: IRNA

Agencies

Washington: The United States 
would then freeze any assets 
the officials hold in the world’s 
largest economy and ban their 
entry into the country

US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday signed 
into law an act that authorizes 
sanctions against Chinese offi-
cials over the mass incarcera-
tion of Uighur Muslims.

Trump’s announcement 
came just as excerpts emerged 
from an explosive new book by 
his former national security 
advisor John Bolton, who said 
the president told his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping that he 
approved of the vast detention 
camps.

Trump was widely ex-
pected to sign the Uighur Hu-
man Rights Act, which passed 
Congress almost unanimously 

amid wide outrage over Chi-
na’s treatment of the minority.

“The Act holds account-
able perpetrators of human 
rights violations and abuses 
such as the systematic use of 
indoctrination camps, forced 
labor and intrusive surveil-
lance to eradicate the ethnic 
identity and religious beliefs 
of Uyghurs and other minori-
ties in China,” Trump said in 
a statement.

The legislation requires 
the US administration to deter-
mine which Chinese officials 
are responsible for the “arbi-
trary detention, torture and 
harassment” of Uighurs and 
other minorities.
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The United States would 
then freeze any assets the offi-
cials hold in the world’s largest 

economy and ban their entry 
into the country.

Trump, while signing the 
act, objected to a technical as-
pect of the legislation on his 
powers as president to termi-
nate sanctions on individuals.

Activists say China has 
rounded up at least one mil-
lion Uighurs and other Turkic 
Muslims and is forcibly ho-
mogenizing them in a brain-
washing campaign with few 
modern precedents.

Beijing counters that it is 
running vocational education-
al centers that offer an alterna-
tive to Islamic extremism.

According to The Wash-
ington Post, Bolton in his 
upcoming book said that Xi 
explained the issue to Trump, 
who told him that the deten-
tion camps were “exactly the 
right thing to do.”

Agencies

Tehran: The Central Bank 
of Iran (CBI) says net for-
eign assets held by the bank 
and other Iranian non-bank 
financial institutions have 
surged by nearly a third over 
the year ending March 19.

A Thursday report by the 
official IRNA news agency 
cited CBI figures as showing 
that foreign reserves had in-
creased by 27.4 percent over 
the past calendar year to 
reach a total of 11,680 trillion 
rials (over $62 billion).

It said net foreign assets had 
more than doubled compared to 
2016-2017, adding that assets held 
by Iranian commercial banks were 
excluded from the calculations.

The CBI said its own for-
eign reserves had also increased 
by 17.6 percent year on year in 
March to reach 5,470 trillion rials 
(more than $29 billion).  

It added that CBI assets in 
foreign banks had increased by 
less than a quarter compared 

to 2016, when Iran was relieved 
of international sanctions after 
signing a major nuclear agree-
ment with world powers.

Iran came under a series of 
new and unilateral sanctions by 
the United States in 2018 when the 
US government decided to pull 
out of the nuclear agreement.

That has caused a decline in 
Iran’s exports of oil which is a 
major source of earning foreign 
currency for the country. How-
ever, funds related to previous 
sales of crude are still held in 
banks outside Iran mainly be-
cause sanctions make transfers 
into Iran almost impossible.

In the meantime, the Iranian 
government has opted to use 
some of the funds held in foreign 
banks for purchase of certain 
goods and services.

Reports on Wednesday 
showed that CBI governor Ab-
dolnasser Hemmati had trav-
elled to Iraq to negotiate how 
Iran could use its massive funds 
in the Arab country for imports 
of basic goods.

n e w s  m a k e r s

Trump Seen “Pleading With China’s Xi” 
To Ensure 2020 Win: Ex-Aide In Book

F
ormer National Se-
curity Advisor John 
Bolton writes in a 
new book that Presi-

dent Donald Trump asked 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping to 
help him win re-election by 
buying more U.S. farm prod-
ucts, according to an excerpt 
published by the Wall Street 
Journal.

The disclosure is part of 
a devastating portrayal of 
Trump’s conduct of foreign 
policy by Bolton, the most 
senior official in this White 
House so far to publish an 
account of his experience. 
The book is poised to fur-
ther burden Trump’s already 
struggling effort to secure a 
second term.

In the book, which is 
scheduled to be released next 
week, Bolton describes a dis-

cussion between Trump and 
Xi at last year’s Group of 20 
summit in Osaka, Japan. 
Bolton writes that Trump 
was “pleading with Xi to 
ensure he’d win” but said 
he could not print the presi-
dent’s exact words because 
of the government’s pre-pub-
lication review process for 
classified material forbade it, 
according to the excerpt.

The former top security 
aide said the result was em-

blematic of “the confluence 
in Trump’s mind of his own 
political interests and U.S. 
national interests,” writing 
that he routinely made for-
eign policy choices in order 
to benefit himself politically.

“I am hard-pressed to 
identify any significant 
Trump decision during my 
White House tenure that 
wasn’t driven by re-election 
calculations,” Bolton writes.

The Trump administra-
tion has been trying to stop 
the book’s publication, and 
on Wednesday night asked 
a federal judge in Washing-
ton to grant an emergency 
restraining order. But the 
New York Times and the 
Washington Post have both 
published reports on Bolton’s 
book on Wednesday after ob-
taining copies.

Oxford College Votes To Remove Statue Of 
Man Behind Rhodes Scholarship

L
ondon, United Kingdom: An Oxford 
University college has voted in fa-
vour of removing a statue of 19th-
century colonialist Cecil Rhodes, 

less than two weeks after thou-
sands of protestors called for it to 
be taken down.

Oriel College said it also 
wanted to set up an independent 
inquiry into the “key issues” sur-
rounding the statue of the Victo-
rian mining tycoon.

“Both of these decisions were 
reached after a thoughtful period 
of debate and reflection and with the full 
awareness of the impact these decisions 
are likely to have in Britain and around the 
world,” it said in a statement Wednesday.

The move comes after a large protest 
by the Rhodes Must Fall campaign on June 
9, with demonstrators chanting “Take it 
down!” and “Decolonise!”

The campaign to remove the statue, 
which started four years ago, was reignited 
by the global explosion of Black Lives Mat-

ter demonstrations, following the killing 
in the United States of African-American 
George Floyd by a white police officer.

Campaigners had also demanded chang-
es to the Rhodes scholarship, 
which has been awarded to more 
than 8,000 overseas students to 
study at Oxford University, since 
1902.

Rhodes -- a white supremacist 
like many builders of the British 
empire -- gave his name to the ter-
ritories of Rhodesia, now Zimba-
bwe and Zambia, and founded the 

De Beers diamond company.
He studied at Oxford and left money to 

Oriel College after his death in 1902.
Oriel’s statement said it would exam-

ine how to improve access and attendance 
of Black Asian and minority ethnic under-
graduate and graduate students.

The independent commission of inquiry 
would also review “how the college’s 21st-
century commitment to diversity can sit 
more easily with its past.”

The National Assembly, or the upper 
house of the Nepalese parliament, unani-

mously passed the constitution amendment bill 
providing for inclusion of the country’s new 
political map in its national emblem.

Twitter Tests 
New Voice Tweeting 
Feature

Twitter Inc said on Wednesday 
it is testing a new feature that 
will allow users to tweet us-

ing their voice, capturing up to 140 
seconds of audio in a single tweet.

The feature will be available to 
a limited number of users on Apple's 
iOS platform for now and be rolled 
out for more iOS users in the coming 
weeks, Twitter said in a blog post.

The micro-blogging platform 
said users will be able to create 
a voice tweet using a new "wave-
lengths" icon on the Tweet compos-
er screen. Social media companies 
including Twitter have long been 
under pressure to curb content 
such as abuse, harassment and mis-
information on their platforms.

"We are working to incorpo-
rate additional monitoring systems 
ahead of bringing this to everyone," 
Twitter spokeswoman Aly Pavela 
told Reuters.
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India Elected Unopposed 
To Non-Permanent Seat 
Of UN Security Council
UNITED NATIONS: India was elected 
as non-permanent member of the 
UN Security Council for a two-year 
term after winning 184 votes in the 
193-member General Assembly.

Along with India, Ireland, Mexico 
and Norway also won the Security 
Council elections held Wednesday.

India was a candidate for a non-
permanent seat from the Asia-Pacif-
ic category for the 2021-22 term. Its 

victory was a given since it was the 
sole candidate vying for the lone seat 
from the grouping.

New Delhi's candidature was unan-
imously endorsed by the 55-member 
Asia-Pacific grouping, including China 
and Pakistan, in June last year.

Previously, India has been elected 
as a non-permanent member of the 
Council for the years 1950-1951, 
1967-1968, 1972-1973, 1977-1978, 

1984-1985, 1991-1992 and most re-
cently in 2011-2012.

The UN General Assembly on 
Wednesday conducted elections 
for President of the 75th session of 
the Assembly, five non-permanent 
members of the Security Council 
and members of the Economic and 
Social Council under special voting 
arrangements put in place here due 
to COVID-19 related restrictions.

'Get Facts Straight': Jaishankar Raps Rahul For Poser 
On Why Soldiers Went 'Unarmed To Martyrdom'
All Indian troops guarding the bor-
der with China carry arms, External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said 
on Thursday, replying to Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi's poser that 
why Army personnel in Galwan 
Valley were sent "unarmed to mar-
tyrdom".

The minister said armies of the 
two sides do not use firearms as per 
provisions of two bilateral agree-
ments sealed in 1996 and 2005.

"Let us get the facts straight. All 
troops on border duty always carry 
arms, especially when leaving post. 
Those at Galwan on 15 June did so. 
Long-standing practice (as per 1996 & 
2005 agreements) not to use firearms 
during faceoffs," Jaishankar tweeted.

Earlier, Gandhi questioned why 
Indian soldiers were sent "un-
armed to martyrdom" in Ladakh 
and who is responsible for send-
ing them towards danger. He also 

asked how China dared to kill the 
Indian soldiers.

Twenty Indian Army personnel in-
cluding a Colonel were killed in the 

fierce clash between the two armies 
in Galwan Valley on Monday eve-
ning. China has not yet released any 
casualty figures.

Locusts from Pakistan 
arrive in Gujarat''s 
Banaskantha district
Palanpur: Locusts flying in 
from Pakistan were spotted 
in parts of Gujarat''s Banas-
kantha district, an official 
said on Thursday.

Small clusters of the in-
sects arrived in at least four 
villages of Suigam tehsil 
in the district close to the 
border with Pakistan, agri-
culture officer Pramod Patel 
said.

"Locusts in small groups 
invaded some parts of Sui-
gam, and we sprayed pesti-
cides to control them. They 

affected a 12 -hectare area. 
They have been brought un-
der control now," he said.

"They came from the Paki-
stan border, and some were 
diverted from Rapar and 
Bhachau tehsils of neigh-
bouring Kutch district," he 
added.

Late last year, swarms of 
locusts coming from Paki-
stan ravaged crops over 
25,000 hectares in the dis-
tricts of Banaskantha, Patan, 
Kutch and Mehsana in Guja-
rat. PTI

Vitamin K May Offer 
Protective Health 
Benefits In Old Age

A new study says that 
vitamin K levels af-
fect longevity. The 

research, published in The 
American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition, suggests vitamin 
K, a nutrient found in leafy 
greens and vegetable oils, 
may have protective health 
benefits as we age.

The multi-ethnic study 
has found that older adults 
with low vitamin K lev-
els were more likely to die 
within 13 years compared to 
those whose vitamin K lev-
els were adequate.

The meta-analysis, involv-
ing nearly 4,000 Americans 
aged 54-76, one-third of 
whom were non-white, was 
led by researchers at the 
Jean Mayer USDA Human 
Nutrition Research Center 
on Aging at Tufts University 
(USDA HNRCA) and Tufts 
Medical Center.

The research team catego-
rized participants according 
to their vitamin K blood lev-
els. They then compared risk 
of heart disease and risk of 
death across the categories 
over approximately 13 years 
of follow-up.

The results showed no 
significant associations be-
tween vitamin K levels and 
heart disease. However, the 
people with the lowest vi-
tamin K levels had a 19 per-
cent higher risk of death, 
compared to the those with 
vitamin K levels that re-
flected adequate vitamin K 
intake.

Vitamin K is a nutri-
ent that is important for 
maintaining healthy blood 
vessels. It is found in leafy 
greens, such as lettuce, kale 
and spinach, and in some 
vegetable oils, especially 
soybean and canola.

"The possibility that vi-
tamin K is linked to heart 
disease and mortality is 
based on our knowledge 
about proteins in vascular 
tissue that require vitamin 
K to function. These proteins 
help prevent calcium from 

building up in artery walls, 
and without enough vitamin 
K, they are less functional," 
said first author Kyla Shea.

Shea is a scientist on the 
HNRCA's vitamin K team, 
long renowned for its work 
on the role of vitamin K in 
the prevention of chronic 
disease. Sarah Booth, a co-
author on the study and di-
rector of the USDA HNRCA, 
developed the methodology 
for measuring vitamin K in 
blood. Her research team 
measured the vitamin K lev-
els in the study participants 
and continues to generate 
data about vitamin K status 
in population and clinic-
based studies.

"Similar to when a rubber 
band dries out and loses its 
elasticity, when veins and 
arteries are calcified, blood 
pumps less efficiently, caus-
ing a variety of complica-
tions. That is why measuring 
risk of death, in a study such 
as this, may better capture 
the spectrum of events as-
sociated with worsening 
vascular health," said last 
author Daniel Weiner, ne-
phrologist at Tufts Medical 
Center, whose research in-
cludes vascular disease in 
people with impaired kid-
ney function.

While this study adds to 
existing evidence that vita-
min K may have protective 
health benefits, it cannot 
establish a causal relation-
ship between low vitamin 
K levels and risk of death 
because it is observational. 
Additional studies are also 
needed to clarify why circu-
lating vitamin K was associ-
ated with risk for death but 
not heart disease.

COVID-19: Flushing 
Toilets Can Spread Virus 
In The Air, Says Study

Flushing a toilet can cre-
ate a large and wide-
spread cloud of virus-

containing aerosol droplets 
that last long enough to be 
breathed in by others, ac-
cording to a simulation study 
that raises the possibility of 
COVID-19 being transmitted 
with the use of toilets.

Researchers from Yang-
zhou University in China 
noted that recent studies 
show the novel coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19 can 
survive in the human diges-
tive tract and show up in 
faeces of the infected.

Toilet flushing creates a 
great deal of turbulence, and 
qualitative evidence suggests 
this can spread both bacteria 
and viruses, they said.

The study, published in 
the journal Physics of Fluids, 
used computer models to 
simulate water and air flows 
in a flushing toilet and the 
resulting droplet cloud.

The researchers used a 
standard set of fluid dy-
namic formulas, known as 
the Navier-Stokes equations, 
to simulate flushing in two 
types of toilet -- one with a 
single inlet for flushing wa-
ter, and another with two in-
lets to create a rotating flow.

They also used a discrete 
phase model to simulate 
movement of the numer-
ous tiny droplets likely to be 
ejected from the toilet bowl 
into the air.

A similar model was used 
recently to simulate the 
movement of aerosol drop-
lets ejected during a human 
cough, the researchers said.

As water pours into the 
toilet bowl from one side, 
it strikes the opposite side, 
creating vortices, the ex-
plained.

These vortices continue 
upward into the air above 
the bowl, carrying droplets 
to a height of nearly three 
feet, where they might be 
inhaled or settle onto sur-
faces, according to the re-
searchers.

These droplets are so 
small they float in the air for 
over a minute. A toilet with 

two inlet ports for water 
generates an even greater 
velocity of upward flowing 
aerosol particles, they said.

"One can foresee that the 
velocity will be even higher 
when a toilet is used fre-
quently, such as in the case 
of a family toilet during a 
busy time or a public toilet 
serving a densely populated 
area," said study co-author 
Ji-Xiang Wang, of Yangzhou 
University.

The simulations show that 
nearly 60 per cent of the 
ejected particles rise high 
above the seat for a toilet 
with two inlet ports, the re-
searchers said.

"The number of particles 
and their size distribution 
is estimated based on pub-
lished literature reports. The 
viral load in faecal matter 
and the fraction of resulting 
aerosol containing the virus 
is unknown, said Bryan Bz-
dek, Research Fellow at  the 
University of Bristol, who 
was not involved in the study.

"Even if the virus were 
contained in the produced 
aerosols, it is unknown 
whether the virus would 
still be infectious; there is 
not yet clear evidence for 
faecal-oral transmission," 
Bzdek noted.

A solution to this deadly 
problem is to simply close 
the lid before flushing, since 
this should decrease aerosol 
spread, the researchers in 
the study said.

However, in many coun-
tries toilets in public rest-
rooms are often without lids, 
according to the researchers 
who added that this poses a 
serious hazard.

They also suggest a better 
toilet design would include a 
lid that closes automatically 
before flushing.

"While this study is un-
able to demonstrate that 
these measures will reduce 
transmission of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, many other 
viruses are transmitted 
though the faecal-oral route, 
so these are good hygiene 
practices to have anyway," 
Bzdek added.

Col. Santosh Babu's 4 Yr Old Performs Last Rites 
Amid Tearful Adieu To Slain Soldier
SURYAPET: Amid chants of 
"Bharat mata ki jai", the mortal 
remains of Colonel Bikkum-
alla Santosh Babu, who was 
killed by Chinese troops dur-
ing clashes, were consigned to 
flames with full military hon-
ours here on Thursday.

Thousands of people wearing 
masks chanting "Santosh Babu 
amar rahe" and "Vande Mataram" 
participated in the funeral proces-
sion even as scores, standing on 
balconies of their respective places 
showered flowers on the army ve-
hicle which was carrying the body.

Most of the shops and es-
tablishments in the town re-
mained closed as a mark of 
respect to the departed soldier.

His mortal remains were 

flown from the national capital in 
a special aircraft to Hakimpet Air 
Force base near Hyderabad on 
Wednesday and then it arrived 
at his residence here late at night.

Telangana Governor Dr Tamil-
isai Soundararajan, State Minis-
ters K T Rama Rao, Malla Reddy, 
Jagdish Reddy, Cyberabad Police 

Commissioner VC Sajjanar, Hy-
derabad City Police Commis-
sioner Anjani Kumarand other 
army officials paid their tributes 
at the Air Force station.

Colonel Santosh's body was 
draped in tricolour and a large 
number of people paid their 
last respects to him here.

Congress Removes Sanjay Jha As 
Spokesperson After Critical Article

Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi on Wednesday 
removed Sanjay Jha as a 

party spokesperson, days after 
he wrote a newspaper article 
critical of the party.

Gandhi also approved the ap-
pointment of Abhishek Dutt and 
Sadhna Bharti as national media 
panelists for the Congress.

"Congress president has also 
approved that Sanjay Jha be 
dropped as AICC spokesperson 
with immediate effect," the par-
ty said in an official statement.

In the article published a few 
days ago, Jha had said, "The 
Congress has demonstrated 
extraordinary lassitude, and its 
lackadaisical attitude towards 
its own political obsolescence is 

baffling..."
"I would like to call a spade 

a spade here and a shovel: 
there has been no serious ef-
fort to get the party up and 
running with any sense of ur-
gency, he had said in the article 
published in the The Times of 
India. "There are many in the 

party who cannot comprehend 
this perceptible listlessness. 
For someone like me, for in-
stance, permanently wedded 
to Gandhian philosophy and 
Nehruvian outlook that defines 
the Congress, it is dismaying to 
see its painful disintegration," 
he had said.

Ban Chinese Food: BJP Minister
Union minister Ramdas Athawale has said all restaurants 
and hotels that sell Chinese food in India should be closed 
down and products made in China should be boycotted.

His comments come after 20 Indian soldiers lost their 
lives in a violent clash with the Chinese army in Ladakh's 
Galwan Valley.

"China is a country that betrays. India should boycott all 
products that are made in China. Chinese food and all res-
taurants and hotels that sell Chinese food in India should be 
closed down," Athawale, minister of state for social justice 
and empowerment, said in a tweet.

Twenty Indian Army personnel including a colonel were 
killed in a fierce clash with Chinese troops in the Galwan 
Valley in eastern Ladakh on Monday night, the biggest 
military confrontation in over five decades that has signifi-
cantly escalated the already volatile border standoff in the 
region.

He also paid tribute to the martyred soldiers.
"20 soldiers of India have been killed in violent clashes 

in Galwan of Ladakh. Humble tribute to the soldiers! The 
martyrdom of the soldiers will not go in vain. The govern-
ment of India and all Indians stand with the families of the 
martyred soldiers," Athawale tweeted in Hindi.

Indian troops on border 
duty carry arms: 
Jaishankar to Rahul
NEW DELHI: All Indian 
troops guarding the bor-
der with China carry arms, 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said on Thursday, 
replying to Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s poser that 
why Army personnel in Gal-
wan Valley were sent “un-
armed to martyrdom”.

The minister said armies 
of the two sides do not use 
firearms as per provisions 
of two bilateral agreements 

sealed in 1996 and 2005.
“Let us get the facts 

straight. All troops on bor-
der duty always carry arms, 
especially when leaving 
post. Those at Galwan on 
15 June did so. Long-stand-

ing practice (as per 1996 
& 2005 agreements) not 
to use firearms during fa-
ceoffs,” Jaishankar tweeted.

Earlier, Gandhi ques-
tioned why Indian sol-
diers were sent “unarmed 
to martyrdom” in Ladakh 
and who is responsible for 
sending them towards dan-
ger. He also asked how Chi-
na dared to kill the Indian 
soldiers.

Twenty Indian Army per-

sonnel, including a Colonel, 
were killed in the fierce 
clash between the two 
armies in Galwan Valley on 
Monday evening. China has 
not yet released any casualty 
figures. — PTI

25-Year-Old Woman Travelling With Two Kids To 
Noida 'Raped' By Driver In Bus With 10 Passengers
NOIDA: A 25-year-old woman trav-
elling with her children from Uttar 
Pradesh's Pratapgarh to Noida was 
allegedly raped on a moving bus by 
one its two drivers early on Wednes-
day, police said.

The accused is absconding, police 
said, adding that the other driver has 
been held for allegedly intimidating her.

According to police, the incident 
apparently took place on a stretch 
between Lucknow and Mathura.

The woman was travelling on the 
long-distance private bus with her 
two children and around 10 other 
people at the time of the incident.

However, the woman gave a com-
plaint to police after reaching Noida, 

where an FIR under Indian Penal 
Code Sections 376 and 506 was 
lodged at the Sector 20 police sta-
tion, they said.

The bus had two drivers and sup-
port staff.

It was the woman's first trip to 
Noida from her native place in Prata-
pgarh, officials said, adding that her 
husband is a vegetable vendor.

It was an AC sleeper bus, coming 
to Noida from Pratapgarh. Accord-
ing to information given to police by 
the woman, it appears the incident 
took place in the night when the bus 
would have been on a stretch be-
tween Lucknow and Mathura,” said 
DSP (Women Safety) Vrinda Shukla.

“As the complaint was made after 
the woman reached here, an FIR was 
immediately lodged,” Shukla said.

She said one of the two drivers 
has been arrested and the bus im-
pounded.

Police teams have been formed to 
ensure the arrest of the other driver 
as well as the owner of the bus at the 
earliest, she added.

The DCP said further proceed-
ings in the case are underway and 
the complainant has been sent for a 
medical test.

“All co-passengers are being traced 
and their statements are being taken 
so that a charge sheet in the case 
could be filed soon,” she added.


