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IED Attack Foiled In
Baramulla: Police

Srinagar: Government forces
averted a militant attack by
timely detection of an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) in
Baramulla district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Tuesday, police said.
A patrol party of the Army
noticed the IED planted by the
militants by the roadside at the
Saidpora crossing in the Dangi-
wacha area of Baramulla early
in the morning, a police official
said. He said a bomb disposal
squad was rushed to the @ P-02

Youth Found
Dead In Uri

Srinagar: A youth on Tuesday
was found dead under mysteri-
ous conditions in Uri area of
north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict. 21-year-old Sohail Ahmad
Lone was found dead inside his
room by his family members
early this morning, reports said.
The family instantly informed
the police who reached the spot
and took the body in custody for
medico-legal formalities.

The body, reports was later
handed to the family for last
rites. Meanwhile, police @ P-02

Police Trace 3
Covid-19 Suspects

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir
police on Tuesday claimed

to have traced three primary
contacts of a Covid-19 patient
in a swift action in Harwan area
of the city. The three non-locals
had been working as masons
at a house in Tailbal area of
Harwan and had left the work
days before the house owner
tested positive for coronavirus,
a police spokesperson said
today. The family, he said had
no clue about thewhereabouts
of the three non-locals.
“Therefore it became a @ P-02

Budgam Youth Mowed
Down By Tipper

Srinagar: A youth on Tuesday
was killed after being hit by a
tipper in Chadoora town of Cen-
tral Kashmir's Budgam district.
23-year-old youthWaseem Fa-
rooq of Monchwa Chadoora was
crossing the road in Chadoora
town this afternoon when a
tipper (JK01K-6814)hit him,
officials said. The youth, who

is said to be mentally unstable,
died before he could be taken to
hospital for treatment.
Meanwhile, police have regis-
tered a case and started further
investigations in this regard.

Minor Drowns In
Baramulla Stream

Srinagar: A minor girl on
Tuesday died of drowning in
Wagoora area of north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district.

Two-year-old Iffat Jan slipped
into the Khalari nallah near her
house in Wagoora area of the
district, reports said. After the
incident, her family and neigh-
bours made an effort to save

the girl. However, after hours of
hectic searches, the body of the
girl was found from Vizar village,
around two kilometres from her
house, reports said. ® P-02
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EARTHQUAKES

HOW TO MINIMISE DAMAGE

worst case scenario, which is to prepare for a magnitude 7 and above

long. And at north it could crosscut the Main Himalayan/Frontal Thrust, which is the megathrust fault and accounts for most of the

earthquakes at the Himalayan front.
The earthquake distribution in the region (Figure on right) suggests a strong pattern that could reflect strain accumulation on ~NE-SW
oriented fault system. It could host a major earthquake in the future, which is based on the extent and pattern of seismicity, and the
existence of faults in the region. However, the earthquake prediction is not possible, and therefore the best remedy is to prepare for the

T he recent earthquakes in Delhi and nearby places have possibly originated on a NE-SW trending active fault system that is 400 km
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India and Chi-
nese armies are set to hold
Major General-level talks on
Wednesday on the eastern La-
dakh standoff even as the two
sides are initiating a "symbolic
disengagement” in a few pa-

display their resolve to end the
row peacefully, people familiar
with the development said.

They said both the armies
remained engaged in an aggres-
sive posturing in areas like Gal-
wan Valley, Pangong Tso, Daulat
Beg Oldie and Demchok and
that there will be a series of ne-
gotiations in the next few days
to explore a solution to end the
confrontation.

Military sources said the two
armies have begun "disengage-
ment" around two patrolling ar-
eas in Galwan Valley »PAGE (2

trolling points in the region to =2

...ADAKH FACE-OFF
Indian, Chinese Army

Commanders To Meet Today

Both Armies ‘Disengage’ In Galwan, Hot Spring Areas

Pakistan
occupied
Kashmir

%ot

Rahul, Rajnath Trade

Barbs Using Ghalib’s Couplet
day after his "everyone knows the reality" of bor-
Ader situation jibe, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Tuesday asked Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
whether China has occupied Indian territory in Ladakh.
"Once RM is done commenting on the hand symbol, ® P-02
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Skirmishes On LOC
Continue In Poonch

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: For the second running
day Tuesday, India and Pakistan
troops exchanged heavy gunfire
along the Line of Control (LoC)
in Poonch district of Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to a defence spokes-
man, Pakistan army resorted to heavy
shelling along the LoC in Poonch dis-
trict today, prompting strong retalia-
tion by the Indian Army.

"At about 0630 am today, the
Pakistan army initiated unpro-
voked ceasefire violation by firing
with small arms and intense shell-
ing with mortars along the LoC in
Mankote sector in Poonch district,"

The Indian Army is retaliating
befittingly, he said.

Till last reports came in, shell-
ing exchanges were still going on
in the area.

Meanwhile, government forces
defused three mortar shells that
had landed in

Dardkote village of Uri sector on
Sunday last after an exchange of
fire between the India and Pakistan
armies. According to the locals, sev-
eral houses had suffered damages
after shells landed in Hajipeer and
Kamalkote sectors of Uri.

Fear has heightened among @ P-02

High Speed Internet Ban
Contempt Plea Filed Against
Union Home Secretary, J&K CS

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A plea has been filed
in the Supreme Court seeking
initiation of contempt proceed-
ings against Union Home Secre-
tary and Chief Secretary of Jam-
mu and Kashmir for their alleged
"wilful disobedience" in comply-
ing with the apex court's order
for setting up a "special commit-
tee" to consider restoration of 4G
internet services in J&K.

On May 11, a bench headed by
Justice N V Ramana had ordered
setting up of a "special commit-
tee" headed by the Union Home
Secretary to consider pleas for

restoration of 4G internet services
in Jammu and Kashmir, saying na-
tional security and human rights
needed to be balanced in view of
the fact the union territory has
been "plagued with militancy”.

The contempt plea, filed by
Foundation for Media Profession-
als, has alleged that the concerned
authorities have not yet consti-
tuted the special committee in line
with the top court's order.

"It is respectfully submitted that
such a lax attitude, especially dur-
ing a health pandemic (COVID-19)
and humanitarian crisis, violates
both the letter and the spirit of
this court's judgment »PAGE 02

Sacked DySP Davinder

Moves Delhi Court For Bail

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Suspended Jammu and
Kashmir DSP Davinder Singh, ar-
rested while ferrying two Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen militants in a vehicle
on the Srinagar-Jammu Highway
earlier this year, moved a Delhi
court on Tuesday seeking bail.

Singh and two other accused in the
case - Irfan Shafi Mir and Sayed Nav-
eed Mushtaq - moved the applica-
tions, claiming they are not required
further custodial interrogation.

The court is scheduled to hear
the matter on Wednesday.

Advocate M S Khan, appearing for
the three accused who are lodged in
Tihar jail, told the court that no pur-
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5 More Deaths In A Day
Take Covid-19 Toll In J&K To 51

Observer Monitoring Desk

ritory to 51.

SRINAGAR:  Coronavirus
Tuesday claimed five more lives,
two from north and three from
south Kashmir, raising the total
number of fatalities due to the
deadly disease in the Union Ter-

on

Professor Farooq Jan, medi-
cal Superintendent SKIMS, said

pose will be served by keeping his
clients in further custody.

Plea stated that Singh, Mir and
Mushtaq were arrested on March
14,19 and 27 respectively and are no
longer required by the police for the
purpose of investigation. »PAGE 02

that a 31-year-old man from
DH Pora Kulgam who was ad-
mitted on June 5 died at 5:50
pm, reports said.

“He was a case of HTN, CKD.
He was on Haemodialysis with

right sided lung consolidation.
After testing positive he was
admitted in infectious disease
block,” he said.

Meanwhile, a 70-year-old
cancer patient, who had tested

61 More Test Covid-19 Positive

paramedic and two expecting mothers were among
A61 more people, who tested positive for COVID-19 in

Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday, taking the number
of cases in J&K to 4,346, officials said.
“61 new COVID-19 cases were detected in J&K. While 44 of
them are from Kashmir, 17 are from Jammu,” the officials
said. Among fresh cases, 13 were reported from Srinagar,
nine from Budgam, seven from Kupwara, five from @ P-02
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positive for the covid-19 a week
ago, died at CD hospital.
However, his latest swab
sample, taken before his death,
returned negative for the co-
vid-19 this afternoon, »PAGE (2

Low Intensity Quake
Jolts Valley

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A low intensity earth-
quake with its epicentre in central
Kashmir's Ganderbal district hit
the Kashmir Valley on Tuesday, of-
ficials said.

“An earthquake of magnitude 3.9
occurred at 8:16 am, with epicen-
tre at 34.21N, 74.85E, located 7 km
South-East of Ganderbal and 14 km
North of Srinagar," stated the Di-
saster Management Department of
Jammu and Kashmir,” officials said.

They said no casualty or damage
to the property due to the earth-
quake was reported from any part of
the valley. Pertinently, a devastating
earthquake measuring 7.6 on the
Richter scale hit the Valley @ P-02

Kashmiri Woman Who Tested Covid-19
Positive In NIA Custody Denied Bail

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A Kashmiri woman,
who was found COVID-19 posi-
tive during her NIA custody, was
denied interim bail on Tuesday by
a Delhi court in a case of allegedly
planning a militant attack in the
country during the anti-CAA pro-
tests here.

Hina Bashir Beg, currently
lodged into Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Hospital, was arrested along with
her husband Jahanzaib Sami and
another accused Abdul Basith ear-
lier this year.

The judge denied her bail say-
ing the allegation against the ac-
cused was of serious nature and

N\
that she would be given adequate
medical treatment.

The judge also asked advocate
M S Khan, appearing for the ac-
cused, to suggest any private hos-
pital for her treatment after he
claimed that there was a lack of
proper treatment facilities in gov-
ernment hospitals.

The accused were arrested for
allegedly promoting the Islamic
State's ideology and instigating

protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), the NIA
had alleged.

COVID-19 tests of the accused
persons were conducted on June
6, on the directions of the court,
while their 10-day custodial inter-
rogation ended on June 7.

The report of COVID-19 test of
accused persons namely Jahan-
zaib Sami and Mohd Abdullah Ba-
sith is negative but report of Hina
Bashir Beigh is found positive, the
NIA informed the court.

Thereafter, the court had di-
rected the NIA to shift her to the
hospital with immediate effect.

Delhi is struggling to cope u
with the rising number of »» PAGE 08

4 |AS, IPS Officers
Shifted To Ladakh

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, on Tuesday or-
dered the transfer of four IAS/ IPS of-
ficers from J&K to Ladakh. Similarly,
one IPS officer has been transferred
from Ladakh to J&K.

According to an order issued by
MHA, Ajeet Kumar Sahu( IAS), Ravin-
der Kumar (IAS), Bhim Sen Tuti(IPS)
and Rajiv Omprakash Pande shall be
transferred from J&K to Ladakh.

The order further states that Sar-
gun Shukla (IPS) should be trans-
ferred from Ladakh UT to J&K UT.

According to the order, these
transfers have been effected after
approval of the competent authority
till further orders or till @ P-02

. Javed Igbal Wani

Appointed As J&K HC Judge

Wani Is The Son-In-Law Of Bar President Mian Qayoom

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: President of India on

Tuesday ordered the appointment £

of Javed Igbal Wani as a Judge of
Common High Court for the Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Wani is the son-in-law of Kashmir
High Court Bar Association presi-
dent Mian Abdul Qayoom, presently
lodged in Tihar Jail New Delhi.

“In exercise of the power con-
ferred by clause (1) of Article 217
of the Constitution of India, the
President is pleased to appoint
Javed Igbal Wani, to be a Judge of
Common High Court for the Union

territory of Jammu and Kashmir
and Union territory of Ladakh with
effect from the date he assumes
charge of his office,” reads the no-
tification issued by the Gol.

After he takes the oath, the
bench strength of the high court
will increase to 13 against the total
strengthen of 17 judges include the
Chief Justice. »PAGE 02
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Pulwama Gunfight Aftermath:
Lecturer, 16 Others Detained

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Government forces have
arrested over a dozen people in noc-
turnal raids in south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district on charges of stone
pelting during last week’s encounter
in Kangan village that left three mili-
tant’s including a top commander
dead, reports said Tuesday.
According to the locals, police car-
ried out a series of raids in Murran
area of the district to nab the protest-
ers who pelted rocks at the govern-
ment forces during Thursday's en-
counter in which Jaish commander
and [ED expert Ikram alias Fauji Bhai
and two of his associates were slain.
A lecturer is among the 17 people ar-
rested by police on the allegations of
stone pelting. The lecturer identified

as Majid Yousuf Yatoo was picked up
by police in lieu of his brother.

Locals identified the arrested
youth as Ajaz Darzi, Abdul Rashid
Darzi, Mehraj Dhobi, Nazir Dhobi,
Mukhtar  Sheikh, Bashir Sheikh,
Showkat Sheikh, Ali Muhammad
Sheikh, Rizwan Sheikh, Muhammad
Shafi Sheikh, Abdul Latif Sheikh, Mu-
hammad Ismail Sheikh, Muhammad
Yousuf Yatoo, Mehraj Ganaie, Khazir
Ganaie, Shabir Wani, Abdul Rasheed
Wani, Hilal Malyar, Muhammad
Abdullah Malyar, Adil Ganaie, Bashir
Ganai, Mohsin Sheikh, Muhamamd
Ashraf Sheikh, Irfan Yatoo, Irfan
Rather, Ajaz Sheikh, Abdul Salam
Sheikh and Tawseef Sheikh.

A police official declined to com-
ment on the subject, however, sourc-
es said that these people »PAGE 02
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Sahil Beigh

SRINAGAR: When Syed Musa Ali
alias Syber—* L.T Business Ana-
lyst by Day, Cyber security ninja
at Night"—received a call from
a ‘foreign’ number recently, the
first thing he heard was a “Hindi”
recording where a girl was talk-
ing to a boy.

“This thing spooked me a bit,
because this was an international
number,” Ali shared his experi-
ence on social media, currently
witnessing a barrage of com-
ments on the midnight missed
call storm in Kashmir.

“When [ called it back, I was
charged local charges. No interna-
tional call rates were deducted.”

It’s definitely a bot, Ali, an IT ex-
pert, said, because when he called
the number back, it was received
instantly.

“My advice is, don’t worry,’
he continued. “It’s just a noobish
scam. Also if you receive any such
calls, don’t call back.”

What Musa experienced has
now become a pan-Kashmir phe-
nomenon.

“Several people complain that
they're getting miss calls from
numbers allegedly from Saudi
Arabia,” Dr Mairaj M Akram, a
Srinagar-based Chemistry lecturer
wrote on his social media handle.
“I also got few.”

“I got a call yesterday from a
different number and the place

name displayed was Saudi Ara-
bia,” wrote Asif Shafi, another getting these so-called ‘Saudi’

Facebook user.

As more and more people are

calls, many tech-savvies are cau-

> ‘One Ring Phone Scam’: Kashmiris Waking Up To ‘Saudi’ Missed Calls

tioning Kashmiris not to respond
to them.

“Responding to such calls means
you're allowing your mobile op-
erator to collect the charges from
you for payment,” they argued.

“In this case, there’s no chance
to register International call com-
plaint, too.”

These missed calls are coming
when mobile phone operators in
Jammu and Kashmir are already
sending warning messages—ev-
ery now and then—to their users
about the unknown internation-
al numbers.

But after receiving these calls,
many Kashmiris have come to
believe that these midnight scan-
dalous calls are being »PAGE 02
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Sisodia Sounds Warning: Covid-19 Cases In
Delhi Will Explode To 5.5 Lakhs By July-End

NEW DELHI: The number of
COVID-19 cases in Delhi will ex-
plode to 5.5 lakhs by the end of
July even though the Centre says
there is no community trans-
mission in the capital, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
asserted on Tuesday, sounding
a stark warning about the trou-
bles ahead.

With such a surge in numbers,
Delhi will need 80,000 beds by
July end, he told reporters after
a meeting of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
chaired by Lt Governor Anil Baijal.

Baijal's office also rejected the
AAP government's criticism of his
order overturning the decision to
reserve some hospitals here only
for Delhiites, saying "we are all In-
dians and Delhi belongs to all". The
matter had also triggered a fresh
round of confrontation between
the Centre and Delhi government.

The reaction comes a day after
Sisodia and the AAP had launched
an attack on Baijal.

Nearly 30,000 cases have been
reported in the national capital.

Chief Minister ArvindKejriwal,
who underwent a COVID-19 test,

tested negative.

Sisodia said if the old growth rate
of COVID-19 is taken into account,
the doubling rate in Delhi is 12.6
days and almost all participants of
the meeting agreed to this.

The fatality rate in Delhi is 2.92
per cent as compared to the na-
tional average of 2.81 per cent, re-
covery rate is 38 per cent, and test
per million is 13,543 as compared
to the national average of 3531
tests per million, the LG office said.

"Officials from the Centre said
at the meeting that there is no
community transmission of CO-
VID-19 virus yet in Delhi and
hence, there is no need of discus-
sion on it," Sisodia told the media
after the meeting.

However, Delhi Health Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain said the source
of infection is "not known" in
nearly half of the fresh cases be-
ing reported and epidemiologi-
cally, community transmission
is the third stage of the infection.

He also blamed the Centre for
the spurt in COVID-19 cases in
the city, saying that operation of
flights could have been delayed
by 15 days.

When asked if Delhi has
reached community transmis-
sion level as far as coronavirus
infection is concerned, Jain said
a declaration on this is made by
the Centre.

"Epidemiologically, commu-
nity transmission is the third
stage of the infection... In Delhi,
of the new cases being reported,
in nearly half of the cases, the
source of infection is not known,"
he said.

Sisodia said the national capi-
tal may record 44,000 COVID-19
cases by June 15 and it would
need 6,600 beds in hospitals.

"By June 30, there will be one
lakh cases of coronavirus in Delhi
and we will need 15,000 beds.

"It is estimated that Delhi will
record 2.15 lakh cases by July 15
and 33,000 beds would be re-
quired. There might be 5.5 lakh
cases by July 31 and Delhi would
need 80,000 beds," he said.

Based on the doubling rate, 5.5
lakh cases are expected to be re-
ported in Delhi by July 31, Sisodia
said.

Several scientists said commu-
nity transmission of the disease

may have started a while ago.

They added that mathematical
models of the progression of CO-
VID-19 show it would be possible
for Delhi to have 5.5 lakh cases by
the end of July.

Sisodia said the AAP govern-
ment is making all the prepara-
tions to handle the huge rush of
patients estimated by June end.

The lieutenant governor has
refused to reconsider his deci-
sion to overrule the Delhi govern-
ment's order reserving state-run
and private hospitals for Delhi-
ites, the deputy chief minister
said, adding the LG's order has
created a "major problem" in the
national capital.

Sisodia had attacked the BJP on
Monday after the LG rescinded
the order of reserving state-run
and private hospitals for Delhi-
ities, alleging that he has been
pressured by the saffron party
which is doing "dirty politics”
over the issue.

He said people living in Delhi
also need beds during COVID-19
pandemic and in view of this, the
Delhi Cabinet had recently taken
the decision to reserve state-run

and private hospitals for Delhi-
ites.

"The LG did not have any idea
on numbers of COVID-19 cases
and beds in Delhi once people
from all over the country start
coming to Delhi (for treatment),”
Sisodia said.

In the DDMA meeting, nobody
had an answer on availability of
sufficient numbers of beds if CO-
VID-19 cases continue to increase
in the coming days in the nation-
al capital, he also said.

"Who will take the responsibil-
ity if there are no beds? If people
are coming from all over the
country, beds available in Delhi
will be occupied within three,
four or ten days.

"As the LG has refused to re-
consider his decision, we will try
to serve the people of the country
and Delhi as well. We will also try
to expand medical facilities," he
added.

Reacting sharply, the LG office
also said rather than discrimi-
nating among patients, the goal
of the government should be to
plan and prepare for adequate in-
frastructure.

UP Cabinet Passes
Ordinance To Prevent
Cow Slaughter

LUCKNOW: To protect cows
and prevent their slaughter,
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday approved a
draft ordinance, providing a
maximum rigorous imprison-
ment of 10 years and a fine up
to Rs 5 lakh.

For the first offence, a per-
son can be given a rigorous
punishment of one to seven
years with a fine ranging from
Rs 1 lakh to Rs 3 lakh.

For the second offence, the
person can be given a 10-year
rigorous imprisonment with
a fine up to Rs 5 lakh, a state-
ment said.

The state cabinet cleared
the draft of the Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet Cow Slaughter Pre-
vention (Amendment) Or-
dinance, 2020 at a meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi
Aditynath here.

The ordinance aims at mak-
ing the existing law (Uttar
Pradesh Prevention of Cow
Slaughter Act, 1955) more
robust and effective and to
completely stop the incidents
pertaining to cow slaughter,

the statement said.

In case of the illegal trans-
portation of cows and other
bovines, the driver, operator
and the owner of the vehicle
shall be charged under the
new Act, unless proven that
the transportation was done
without the owner's knowl-
edge by someone else for
committing the crime.

The expenditure incurred
on the maintenance of the
captured cows will be recov-
ered from the owner of the
vehicle for a period of one
year or until the cow or bo-
vine is released, whichever is
earlier.

The provisions also attract
punishment if there is a dan-
ger to their lives through phys-
ical damage or mutilation.

According to the statement,
if someone puts the life of a
cow in danger by not provid-
ing food and water with the
intention of endangering its
life, one-year rigorous im-
prisonment may be awarded,
which may extend to seven
years for the first offence.

Indian, Chinese Army ...

and another in Hot Spring. However, there was no official word
on it from the defence ministry, the ministry of external affairs or
from the Chinese side.

Both Chinese and Indian armies are withdrawing some troops
and removing temporary infrastructure from the three areas, the
sources said.

"This is a positive development," a senior Army official said on
condition of anonymity.

The people cited above said the two sides agreed during a high-
level military dialogue on June 6 to go for the "symbolic disen-
gagement" just to send across a positive message in resolving the
row and that the gesture does not mean withdrawal of troops in
a serious way.

They said the two sides will hold Major-General level talks as well
as dialogue between their field commanders as part of the en-
gagement process agreed to during a high-level meeting on June

Indian and Chinese troops have been engaged since May 5 fol-
lowing a violent clash in Pangong Tso which is turning out to be
biggest military standoff after the 2017 Doklam episode.

In their first serious efforts to end the row, Lt General Harinder
Singh, the general officer commanding of Leh-based 14 Corps,
and Commander of the Tibet Military District Maj Gen Liu Lin
held an extensive meeting on June 6. However, it could not pro-
duce any tangible results.

In a statement, the external affairs ministry on Sunday said the
meeting took place in a "cordial and positive atmosphere” and
that both sides agreed that an "early resolution” of the issue
would contribute to the further development of the relationship
between the two countries.

Saturday's talks also came a day after the two countries held
diplomatic talks during which both sides agreed to handle their
"differences" through peaceful discussions while respecting each
other's sensitivities and concerns.

After the standoff began in early last month, Indian military lead-
ership decided that Indian troops will adopt a firm approach in
dealing with the aggressive posturing by the Chinese troops in
all disputed areas of Pangong Tso, Galwan Valley, Demchok and
Daulat Beg Oldie.

The Chinese Army has been gradually ramping up its strategic re-
serves in its rear bases near the the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
by rushing in artillery guns, infantry combat vehicles and heavy
military equipment, the sources said.

The trigger for the face-off was China's stiff opposition to India
laying a key road in the Finger area around the Pangong Tso Lake
besides construction of another road connecting the Darbuk-Sha-
yok-Daulat Beg Oldie road in Galwan Valley.

The road in the Finger area in Pangong Tso is considered crucial
for India to carry out patrol. India has already decided not to stall
any border infrastructure projects in eastern Ladakh in view of
Chinese protests.

The situation in the area deteriorated after around 250 Chinese
and Indian soldiers were engaged in a violent face-off on May 5
and 6. The incident in Pangong Tso was followed by a similar inci-
dent in north Sikkim on May 9.

The India-China border dispute covers the 3,488-km-long LAC.
China claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of southern Tibet while
India contests it.

Both sides have been asserting that pending the final resolution
of the boundary issue, it is necessary to maintain peace and tran-
quillity in the border areas.

In their historic informal summit in Chinese city of Wuhan in
2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese Presdent Xi Jin-
ping underscored the importance of maintaining peace and tran-
quility in all areas of the India-China border region in the interest
of the development of bilateral relations.

The summit had taken place months after a 73-day military face-
off between the two armies in Doklam that raised fears of a war
between the two Asian giants.

In their talks on June 6, both sides agreed to follow the broad deci-
sions taken by Modi and Xi in the Wuhan summit to ensure peace
and tranquillity along the LAC.

Rahul, Rajnath Trade...

can he answer: Have the Chinese occupied Indian territory in La-
dakh," he asked on Twitter.

Singh had on Monday hit out at Gandhi using a couplet, which
he claimed was of Mirza Ghalib and that he was presenting it in
a different style.

Addressing a virtual rally of BJP workers in Maharashtra, Singh
said, "Mirza Ghalib ka hi sher thoda alag andaaz mein hai -
"haath" mein dard ho to dawa kijiye, "haath" hi jab dard ho to kya
kijiye.." (Mirza Galib"s couplet in a different style - when there
is pain in the "hand", one takes medicine, but what does one do
when the "hand" itself is a pain)."

"Hand" is the Congress party's election symbol.

Gandhi and Singh have been engaged in war of words on Twitter
since Monday evening on the issue and have been taking swipes
at each other by using couplets of Ghalib.

The Congress leader on Monday had taken a dig at Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for his remarks that India is strong in protect-
ing its borders, and said the truth seems dormant as "everyone
knows" the reality of the situation at the country"s borders.
"Everyone knows the reality of the "borders", but the thought
is good to keep one's heart happy,” he said in a tweet in Hindi,
tweaking a couplet of Ghalib.

Congress chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala also asked the
defence minister to answer the question, saying denigrating party
symbols of opposition is not defending India.

"Denigrating Party Symbols of Opposition isn't same as "Defend-
ing India". Will Rajnath Singh ji answer the simple question posed
by Sh Rahul Gandhi," Surjewala asked on Twitter.

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor said he hopes this hand does not
break the "lotus" as the entire focus is here and asked him instead
to remove focus from the "hand" and protect the boundaries.
("Lotus" is BJP"s election symbol).

There has been a standoff between India and China at the border
in eastern Ladakh amid troops build-up on both sides. India has
said that the border dispute would be resolved through talks

Skirmishes On LOC Continue

villagers along the LoC in Rajouri, Poonch and Kupwara since
three civilians were killed in April in shelling by Pakistan.

There were a total of 646 incidents of ceasefire violation along
the International Border (IB) as well as the LoC between January
1 and February 23 this year, Minister of State for Defence Shripad
Naik said in March.

Over 3,200 ceasefire violations by Pakistan’s troops were record-
ed in 2019. There is a 198-km IB and over 510 km of LoC with
Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir.

ContemptPleaFiled Against

..... and amounts to wilful disobedience of this court's judgment
and order, which had taken judicial notice of the concerns relat-
ing to the ongoing pandemic and the hardships that may be faced
by the people of Jammu & Kashmir," the plea, filed through advo-
cate Shadan Farasat, said.

The plea said that the authorities were duty bound to implement
the court’s direction but they have failed to notify and facilitate
the functioning of the special committee.

"The directions of this court have been summarily ignored and
the Respondents have wilfully disobeyed their duty to implement
this court’s directions, which they were bound to and had under-
taken to implement, and therefore must be held in contempt of
this court,” the plea said.

It has also urged the apex court to summon the Union Home Sec-
retary and Chief Secretary of UT of Jammu and Kashmir to explain
their position with respect to the alleged non-compliance of the
court’s directions.

It said that Jammu and Kashmir administration had on May 27
passed an order continuing the restriction on mobile internet
speeds to 2G in all districts throughout the UT without any re-
striction by time or region.

It said the petitioner had sent a representation to the special com-
mittee regarding the May 27 order but they have not yet received
any acknowledgment of its receipt.

Besides the contempt plea, the petitioner has also filed an appli-
cation seeking directions to the authorities to notify the constitu-
tion of the special committee within three working days.

The application has sought an interim direction to the authority
to restore 4G mobile internet services in Jammu and Kashmir,
pending disposal of the plea and also the decision by the special
committee.

In its May 11 order, the apex court had said it was desirable to
have better internet services in the UT in view of the pandemic.
The court had taken note of the submissions of the Centre that
continuous infiltration, foreign influence, violent extremism and
issues of national integrity are prevalent in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, which are serious issues.

The apex court order had come on pleas filed by Foundation for
Media Professionals and others seeking restoration of 4G services
in the UT

Low Intensity Quake Jolts...

on 8 October 2005 and left a trail of destruction besides claiming
thousands of lives in both parts of Kashmir.

5 More Deaths In A Day...

said Dr Salim Tak, Medical Superintendent CD Hospital, one of the
exclusive facilities for the management of virus.

“He was suffering last stage of Cancer. His first sample returned
positive a week ago,” Dr Tak said. “We had taken his repeat sam-
ple which came out to be negative,” he added.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Dr G N Itoo said that the patient
was having late stage malignancy and had tested positive for CO-
VID. “He was admitted in CD Hospital. However his follow up test
came negative but he died.”

Earlier, Valley reported two deaths due to the novel coronavirus
including a 70-year-old covid-19 patient from Panzath village in
Qazigund area of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district who died at
GMC Anantnag.

Prior to him, a 52-year-old man, who was an auto driver by pro-
fession died at the CD hospital today.

Late night, another Covid-19 death was reported by the doctors
at the SMHS hospital. The victim, a septuagenarian from Rohmoo
Pulwama had died on June 8 at the SMHS hospital here. His swab
samples came out to be positive, a day after his death.

“His sample was taken on June 7 and it came out to be positive,”
Medical Superintendent, SMHS hospital, Dr Nazir choudhary told
GNS.

“He had pneumonia as underlying disease,” he added.
With the fatalities, the death toll due to the pathogen has risen in
Jammu and Kashmir to 51—46 in Valley and 5 in Jammu division.

61More Test Covid-19 Positive

Baramulla, four each from Anantnag, Kishtwar & Jammu, three
each from Reasi & Kathua, two each from Kulgam & Ramban and
one each from Shopian, Pulwama Ganderbal, Bandipora & Ud-
hampur, they said.

They said that 182 patients recovered and were discharged from
different hospitals.

The number of confirmed cases has now reached 4,346, out of
which 3,407 are in Kashmir, while 939 are in Jammu, the officials
said.

There are 2,792 active cases of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
in J&K — 2,099 in Kashmir and 693 in Jammu — and 1,506 (1,265
from Kashmir and 241 from Jammu) patients have recovered, ac-
cording to officials.

The J&K has witnessed 50 COVID-19 deaths so far (45 from Kash-
mir, 5 from Jammu), including the four deaths that took place on
Tuesday.

Sacked DySP Davinder ...

The accused are wrongly and falsely implicated in the case. There
is no material/ evidence to show the existence of any conspiracy
to commit any act with intent to threaten or likely to threaten the
unity, integrity, security or sovereignty of India and there is also
no material to substantiate that the accused had the intention or
conspired to carry out militant strike, Khan said in the applica-
tion.

The plea also added that the accusations against them are not
well founded nor substantiated by any material and do not give
rise to the existence of prima facie case against the accused.
Singh was suspended from the Jammu and Kashmir Police in
January this year. The Special Cell had brought him to Delhi from
Hira Nagar Jail in Jammu and Kashmir.

He was arrested in a case related to planning/ execution of mili-
tant attacks in Delhi and other parts of the country.

According to the police, he used to chat with other co-accused
and militants of Hizbul Mujahideen through various internet
platforms.

Kashmiri Woman Who Tested

Corona positive cases that have gone up to 27,000 as of now and
due to the lack of proper treatment facilities in Government Hos-
pitals, which has also been highlighted in the media, the Delhi
government has been compelled to issue a list of 56 Private Hos-
pitals for Corona treatment, the bail application had said.

The three accused, allegedly having links with Islamic State Kho-
rasan Province (ISKP), were arrested by the special cell of Delhi
Police in March and sent to the judicial custody on March 23.
Basith was already lodged in jail in another case being probed by
the NIA when the Delhi police arrested him in the present matter.
The case was later transferred to NIA, which lodged a case on
March 20 under the sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 124-
A (sedition) and 153-A (provocation for causing riot) of IPC and
sections 13 (punishment for unlawful activities) and 20 (being
member of terrorist gang or organisation) of stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The NIA later approached a special court here seeking the cus-
todial interrogation of three accused, which was allowed for 10
days by the judge on May 20, with a direction to the Tihar jail au-
thorities to hand over their custody to NIA after conducting their
COVID-19 test and ensure that its found negative .

The NIA took their remand on May 29, after the test result had
come negative. The custody ended today.

The agency said the accused were actively following the ideology
of ISIS and planning for militant strike in India and also recruiting
cadres for ISKP.

The Delhi police had earlier said, "In one audio message Abdul
Basith said to Jahanzaib to motivate and prepare some guys who
may be used for lone wolf attack and kill the people through a
truck or lorry by running them over on people.”

The police said that the trio was in contact with Abu Ushman al
Kashmiri, who is the head of Indian affairs of ISKP.

4 I1AS, IPS Officers Shifted

final allocation of the officers of J&K cadre between the two UTs.
“The Chief Secretary of J&K and advisor to LG Ladakh are request-
ed to issue necessary orders accordingly,” reads the order

Javed Igbal Wani Appointed

The Supreme Court Collegium in its meeting on January 22 this
year had approved the name of Wani and forwarded the same to
Law Ministry, Gol, for appointment as High Court Judge.
Advocate Igbal Wani is the gold medallist in Law from Kashmir
University and had started practice in 1990. He had been practis-
ing in Jammu and Srinagar Wings of High Court.

He had also served as Additional Advocate General from February
2019 to December 2019 and had also represented army in many
cases including the Pathribal fake encounter case. (GNS)

Pulwama Gunfight Aftermath

were arrested on charges of stone-pelting. (KNT)

‘One Ring Phone Scam’’....

made as per some “new plot” to devour and dry their GSM mobile
number balance, and intrude into their bank accounts linked to
their mobile numbers.

Amid speculations, however, J&K Cyber Police Chief Tahir Ashraf
said that a lot scam calls have been reported in the valley wherein
scammers miss call people and manipulate them to call back.
“It's an expensive premium route,” SP Tahir told Kashmir Observ-
er. “The longer one will be on call with these scammers, the more
money you lose.”

Cyber police, the officer said, is urging people to report this issue
to their service providers, so that they can use their defence and
security mechanism on this issue as soon as possible.

“On our side,” he said, “we’re raising awareness on radio and Twit-
ter. I urge people to go through it and be aware of such calls. Don’t
get curious to call back them. If it’s any international call, please
avoid. Go through our twitter handle too.”

Kashmir, however, is not new to such midnight con calls.

In not so distant past, scammers would make repeated ISD calls
to Kashmiris, only to leave them awe-struck, announcing: ‘Con-
gratulations! You've won a lottery worth millions.’

A long chat with such callers would convince the ‘gullible lots’
regarding their offers. Out of curiosity, many of these users would
call back, only to empty their mobile wallet.

Amid social media reactions over the ‘Saudi call scam’, many are
drawing parallels with Japan's infamous Missed Call Fraud case.
Ten years back, the mobile users would receive a missed or ‘Wan-
giri’ calls—One Ring and Cut—from unknown International (ISD)
numbers. Call back would eat away the user’s mobile balance and
leave them high and dry.

This prompted authorities to caution people not to respond to
missed calls from unknown numbers prefix other than “+91”.
Kashmiris are now getting scam calls from numbers with prefix:
+966.

While it’s the country code of Saudi Arabia, the valley-based IT
experts said it can be machine-generated code from any other
country.

“Today, scammers can generate fake numbers and country codes
with the help of some software,” said Rukhsar Pandit, a Srinagar-
based Software engineer.

But how does it work?

Scammers, Rukhsar said, get an International premium rate num-
ber from an operator, before giving missed calls to millions of mo-
bile numbers across the globe during night.

Those who call back ended up having ‘a long and full of offers’
chat, either with machine or human.

“This long alluring talk costs the caller money as per the interna-
tional premium rate numbers,” Ruksar continued. “One needs to
be careful, as even International call complaints can't refund the
robbed money to all.”

And therefore, as a precautionary measure, the IT experts suggest,
the mobile users should stay alert and install spam number iden-
tification application on their mobile.

Once installed, these mobile applications block the spam num-
bers and ban the missed call scams.

In a scam-alert article on its official website, Bharat Sanchar Ni-
gam Limited (BSNL), a government-owned telecommunications
company, cautions its users that if you dial to any anonymous
ISD calls, your prepaid mobile balance will reduce by Rs.60 as the
minimum, and up to a maximum of Rs.200.

But if you don't respond to that ISD missed call, there’s no chance
of deduction, it says.

“So,” it cautions, “beware of any ISD Missed call and don’t try to
dial any of that type of numbers.” —Jyotsna Bharti contributed to
the reporting.

IED Attack Foiled In...

spot, which destroyed the IED in situ.
There was no damage due to the controlled explosion of the IED,
the police official added.

Youth Found Dead In Uri...

have filed a case under the relevant act and started further inves-
tigations.

Police Trace 3 Covid-19...

challenge for the surveillance teams to trace them.However, act-
ing swiftly, a police team led by SHO Harwan along with the sur-
veillance team, including health workers managed to trace all the
three,” the spokesperson said.

He said the trio has been sent to administrative quarantine.

Minor Drowns In Baramulla

She was taken to the hospital, where doctors declared her
brought dead.(CNS)
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District Health
Society Sgr
appoints 65
Paramedics

RINAGAR, JUNE 9:
SDistrict Health Soci-

ety, Srinagar headed
by District Development
Commissioner, Shahid Iqgbal
Choudhary has appointed 65
applicants against various
paramedical posts to aug-
ment and strengthen the
management in various
hospitals for efficient COVID
response system.

The selection committee
comprised of Chief Medical
Officer Dr Jahangir Bakshi,

Jt Director Planning Moham-
mad Yaseen Lone and District
Health Officer under supervi-
sion of the chairman issued
the selection list a day after the
recruitment process conducted
on 8th June 2020.

The posts against which
selections have been made
include 42 posts of Staff Nurse-
DNB, 4 posts of Staff Nurse
— Dialysis , 10 Staff Nurse —
NUHM, 3 Lab technicians, 1
Dawasaaz and 5 Pharmacists

DDC Srinagar has directed
for appointment letters to
selected candidates and their
induction training to be
completed within one week for
utilisation of their services in
various hospitals.

Police traces
3 CoVvID-19
suspects

rinagar : In a swift ac-

tion, Police in Srinagar

traced three primary

contacts of a COVID-19
positive person.

After surfacing of a posi-
tive case of COVID-19,in Tail-
bal area under the jurisdic-
tion of PS Harwan Srinagar, it
was learnt that three non local
labourers had been work-
ing as Mason in the house of
COVID positive person and
had left his house days before.
However, the family had no
clue about their whereabouts.
Therefore it became a chal-
lenge for the surveillance
teams to trace them.

However, acting swiftly,

a police team led by SHO PS
Harwan along with the surveil-
lance team which including
health workers managed to
trace all the three non lo-

cal labourers. All the three
were sent to administrative
quarantine. Their immediate
tracing has broken the chain
of spread of Coronavirus in the
area. Locals have hailed the
timely efforts of the Police and
surveillance team.

Agencies

hammad Yasin Khan said.

Srinagar: The final meeting to open shops
in the city centre—Lal Chowk and other ar-
eas of Srinagar will be taken after a crucial
meeting between traders and the deputy
commisoner Srinagar tomorrow afternoon,
official sources told news agency.

They said the traders have already
given a written undertaking that they will
follow the Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) and guidelines laid by the Ministry
of Home Affairs besides District Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)

“The meeting was scheduled today but
DC sahib was busy somewhere. Now we
have got a call for a final and crucial meet-
ing over re-opening of shops in Lal Chowk
and other parts of Srinagar district, at 12
noon tomorrow,” KTMF chairman Mu-

Earlier in the day, the traders’ represen-
tatives met additional deputy commissioner
(ADC) Srinagar Muhammad Haneef Balkhi,

Market Open

Crucial meet between
traders,

DC

ng in C
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ty

who had stated that there was a possibility of
re-opening of shops but final decision would
be taken by the DC Srinagar Shahiq Igbal
Choudhary in a meeting tomorrow.

If tomorrow’s meeting evolves consen-
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sus over re-opening of shops, it would be af-
ter a gap of almost over 80 days that shops
would be re-opened in Srinagar district,
first time after the outbreak of Covid-19
pandemic—(KNO)

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR:- Advisor to
Lieutenant Governor, K.K.
Sharma today said that the
government has worked
out a mechanism for ensur-
ing speedy transportation
of the horticultural pro-
duce especially the season-
al fruit cherry by way of
various interventions.

The Advisor said this
while interacting with the
representatives of the cher-
ry processing unit holders
during his tour to the Har-
wan horticulture nursery
here today where he in-
spected the activities being
undertaken by the Horticul-
ture department.

Director Horticulture,
Kashmir, Aijaz Ahmad
Bhat and other senior of-
ficers of the department
were also present.

The Advisors said that
the government is fully
abreast with the situation
that has arisen out of CO-
VID 19 pandemic due to
which the cherry growers
and processing unit hold-

ers are facing problems. He
said necessary steps are be-
ing taken for ensuring their

transportation to other
parts of the country where
they are marketed.

The Advisor asked the
Director Horticulture Kash-
mir to provide all the neces-
sary help to the unit holders
with regard to the movement
passes and other related
things. He said that with
regard to the provision of
subsidy on transportation of
cherry to different terminal
markets it would be taken up
with the concerned.

Deputy Director Horticul-
ture was nominated as Nodal

Mechanism worked out for
transportation of Cherry, other
fruit: Advisor Sharma

officer for laisoning with the
cherry processing unit hold-
ers and taking necessary
steps for addressing their
grievances.

Director Horticulture in-
formed the Advisor that 215
tonnes of cherry have already
been exported to different
markets of the country and
around 1000 boxes have been
airlifted to Mumbai till date
and Cherry canning units
have started to function and
rest are following . It was
also informed that about 2000
tonnes of Raw cherry were ex-
ported to different mandies of
the country last year besides
6000 tonnes were canned.

1in 3 patients with
Covid infection test
negative: DAK

Srinagar : Doctors Association Kash-
mir (DAK) on Tuesday said one in
three patients infected with the novel
coronavirus receive false negative
test results. “A negative test does not
exclude the possibility of Covid-19 in-
fection,” said DAK President Dr Nisar
ul Hassan.

“RT-PCR test is the most common
diagnostic test used to identify people
currently infected with Covid infec-
tion. It works by detecting the virus
from nasal or throat swabs of patients,”
he said.

Dr Nisar said the clinical sensitiv-
ity of PCR test ranges from 66% to 80%.
That means more than 30 percent of
positive cases may be missed by the test.

“Inappropriate sample collection
is the main culprit behind inaccurate
testing,” he said.

Dr Nisar false negative results
are occurring because healthcare
providers aren’t collecting samples
with enough of virus. This can happen
because they don’t insert a swab deep
enough in the nose or don’t collect
enough of the sample.

“False negative can also occur if
persons are testing too early or too late
during their infection and there isn’t
lot of virus in their cells,” he said.

“And, errors can happen if a
sample sits too long before being tested
which allows the virus to break down,”
he added.

Dr Nisar said another issue related

Div Com pays surprise visit to Super Specialty Hospital

OBSERVER NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, JUNE 9 the
Divisional = Commissioner,
Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole
Monday paid a surprise visit
to Government Super Spe-
cialty Hospital Srinagar,
with the view to take stock
of the facilities made availi-
able thier by the authorities
of GMC Srinagar to deal with
the COVID- 19 patients.
Principal/ Dean, GMC Sri-

nagar, Professor (Dr) Samia
Rashid apprised the Divisional
Commissioner about the func-
tioning of the hospital with
respect to patient care and ad-
ministration of Chemotherapy,
Cardiac and Gastroenterologi-
cal procedures carried out in
the hospital alongwith the
Dialysis facility available for
chronic Kidney patients. She
also invited the attention of the
visitor towards the Ontological
Surgeries which are being car-

ried out in the hospital without
any break even during the tur-
bulent times of COVID-19.

The Div Com was informed
about the measures undertak-
en for sanitation standards of
the wards and practice of envi-
ronmental sampling upon the
report of Covid-19 +ve cases in
the hospital.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also visited the out pa-
tients' department of hospital
and interacted with the medi-

cal and Paramedical staff.

The Div Com impressed
upon the hospital authorities
to follow the guidelines is-
sued by the union Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, in
letter and spirit especially dur-
ing these emergent conditions
of COVID-19. He emphasis
upon maintenance of physi-
cal distance in laboratories/
wards of the hospital and im-
plementation of Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs)

to PCR test is “false positive result”.

“That means people who are
uninfected receive positive results for
Covid,” he said.

Dr Nisar said the false positive
result can be due to contamination
either from a positive sample analyzed
in the lab at the same time (cross
contamination) or more likely from
genes amplified from prior positive
samples or positive controls (carryover
contamination). False positives can
also be produced by sample mix-ups or
data entry errors.

“False positive results lead to
unnecessary sequestration of unin-
fected individuals and waste of human

resources in contact tracing,” he said.
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This Day In History

1190-Third Crusade: Holy Roman Emperor Frederick | Barbaros-
sa drowns while crossing the Saleph River (modern Turkey)
leading an army to Jerusalem

1358 - French Jacquerie peasant leader Guillaume Cale cap-
tured at the Battle of Mello

1538 - Catholic German monarchy signs League of Neuremberg
1539 - Council of Trent: Paul Il sends out letters to his bish-
ops, delaying the Council due to war and the difficulty bishops
had traveling to Venice. 1538- Catholic German monarchy sign
League of Neuremberg

1605 - False Dimitri |, an impostor, crowned Russian tsar (rules
1605-1606)

1610 - Thomas West, Baron de La Mar, is appointed governor of
Virginia

1610 -1st Dutch settlers arrive (from NJ), to colonize Manhattan
Island

1619 - Thirty Years&#39; War: Battle of Zablati, a turning point
in the Bohemian Revolt.

1624- Netherlands &amp; France sign anti-Spanish Treaty of
Compiégne

1760- NY passes Ist effective law regulating practice of medi-
cine

1786- A landslide dam on the Dadu River caused by earthquake
ten days earlier collapses, killing 100,000 in the Sichuan prov-
ince of China

1801-Tripoli declares war on US for refusing tribute

1902- Patent for window envelope granted to HF Callahan
1907- France and Japan sign an agreement to maintain the in-
dependence and integrity of China, equality for all nations in
trading with China, and the status quo in the Far East

1915- British/French troops conquer German colony of Cameroon
1916-Great Arab Revolt begins against ruling Ottoman turks
1931- Norway occupies East Greenland

1934-USSR &amp; Romania re-establish diplomatic relations
1940- Italy declares war on France &amp; Britain during WW II
1940-Norway surrenders to Nazis

1940- Canada declares war on Italy.

1943- FDR becomes 1Ist US president to visit a foreign country
during wartime

1955- 1st separation of virus into component parts reported
1967 Israel, Syria, Jordan, Iraq &amp; Egypt end &quot;6-Day
War&quot; with UN help

1977- Apple Computer ships its first Apple Il computers

1977- International LabourOrganisation and United Nations
meet to discuss apartheid in South Africa and potential actions
to prevent further violence and state repression.

1982- Israeli troops reach outskirts of Beirut

1984- US missile shoots down an incoming missile in space for
first time

2002- The first direct electronic communication experiment
between the nervous systems of two humans is carried out by
Kevin Warwick in the United Kingdom.

2003- The Spirit Rover is launched, beginning NASA&#39;s
Mars Exploration Rover mission.

2013 70 people are killed as a series of bombs explode across Iraq
2013 3rd Critics&#39; Choice Television Awards: The Big Bang
Theory wins Best Comedy Series, Breaking Bad &amp; Game of
Thrones win Best Drama Series (tie)

From KO Archives

CUK holds 11th Academic Council,
takes important decisions

No. P-12033/2/2020-DS(GSY))/FME

Government of India

Ministry of Food Processing Industries
Panchsheel Bhawan, August Kranti Marg,

New Delhi-110049

Advani Quits In Jinnah’s Defence

EW DELHI - Just two days after his

remarks on Muhammed Ali Jinnah, L

K Advani on Tuesday resigned as the

president of the Bharatiya Janata Party,.
His resignation came a day after the top RSS brass
demanded that Advani withdraw his utterances. Re-

Ganderbal, June 9: The 11th Meet-
ing of the Academic Council (AC)
of Central University of Kashmir
(CUK) was held on Tuesday at Green
Campus of the varsity with Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir
in chair.

Welcoming the members of new-
ly constituted Academic Council in-
cluding external ones, Prof. Mehraj
ud Din Mir gave a briefaccount about
the university establishment and its
functioning. “In the beginning, only
three Postgraduate programmes
were introduced and over the years
a number of Undergraduate, Post-
graduate, Integrated Research and
Diploma Programmes were success-
fully added to the academic canvas of
the university,” Prof. Mehraj ud Din
Mir said, adding that as on date, the
university is having Nine Schools
of Study, comprising 20 teaching

departments which are offering 35
different programmes including in-
tegrated UG-PG programmes. Prof.
Mehraj ud Din Mir said the uni-
versity intake capacity always re-
mains full and there has been very
less cases of dropouts, which can be
termed as insignificant. He said the
university is doing well on academ-
ics front and has faculty members
from across the country.

On the infrastructure front, CUK
VC said the university until last year
was functioning from the rented
buildings in Srinagar city was sub-
sequently shifted to Ganderbal with
the help of government functionar-
ies and district administration, in a
phased manner. He said the univer-
sity had to renovate the buildings
(Old District Hospital and erstwhile
Physical Education College) before
starting the academic activities.

He said that 5000 kanals of land
stands transferred to the University
for Establishment of the permanent
campus. “However, the construc-
tion on the permanent structures
were hit as the land turned out to
be marshy with low load bearing ca-
pacity,” he said, adding that MHRD
also deputed a soil expert who after
thorough analysis, approved the
construction of G+1 structures.

Prof. Mehraj ud Din said the
university has faculty from across
the country who are actively partici-
pating in national and international
seminars, conferences and other ac-
ademic activities from time to time,
adding that several faculty mem-
bers have also received research
projects. He said the students have
also participated in several national
and international events including
various competitions.

Applications invited for engagement as Consultants and
Young Professionals For setting up of a National Project
Management Unit for the new scheme “Formalisation of
Micro food processing Enterprises (FME)”, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries invites online applications for en-
gagement of Consultants having specialisation in Project
Management (Lead Project Manager)/ Credit & Finance/
Enterprise Development/ Food Technology/ Monitoring &
Evaluation and Data Analytics/ Communication & Dissem-
ination/ Procurement Management and Young Profes-
sionals on contractual basis. For more details and online
filling of application, visit our website - www.mofpi.nic.in.

Last date for receipt of applications: 24.06.2020.
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turning home on Monday, Advani had brushed aside
all criticism and described his visit as “an unforget-
table week in my life”. He said he welcomed a debate

on the remarks about Jinnah.

Significantly, Advani wrote the resignation letter

just before leaving Karachi on Monday.

RSS has been demanding that he withdraw his
statements in Pakistan specially that Muhammad Ali

Jinnah was secular.

Hours after the midnight demand of the Sangh
Parivar founthead that he “review” the statements

made in Pakistan during his weeklong visit.

Advani called Sanjay Joshi., RSS pointsman in-
BJP to his residence this morning and handed over
to him a letter announcing his resignation as party

President.

The party made this disclosure in a press state-
ment along with which it released a letter written by
Advani to Joshi significantly “just before” leaving

Karachi yesterday.

“T have decided to request the party to relieve me

of Presidentship.” the letter said.

(Kashmir Observer, 10 June, 2005)
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Grim Situation

illing of Ajay Pandita, a sarpanch from Lokbowan

Halga in Anantnag district has spotlighted the trag-

ic situation prevailing in Kashmir. Pandita had re-

turned to Kashmir on his own in defiance of the warn-
ings by the members of his community. And that he had won
the last year’s panchayat polls could be cited as a testimony to
our inclusive culture. But his killing now is a deeply troubling
development. At the same time, it has opened our eyes to the
gravity of the prevailing situation in the Valley. As it is, there
has been a renewed spike in the violence since April. Around
ninety people have died that includes around 56 militants and
24 security forces personnel. Nine militants were killed on Sun-
day and Monday in Shopian.

The fresh killings have once again put into sharp relief the
extraordinary situation that Kashmir has been facing over the
past ten months now. And as the continuous violence under-
lines, there seems no end to it. An estimated 283 people died in
2019. In 1918, 452 people had died which was the largest num-
ber since the revival of the militancy in 2015. If the recent spike
in violence is anything to go by, the situation has taken on a
fraught dimension. The local recruitment into militancy has
shown signs of picking up again. In addition, there has also
been new infiltration to supplement the local recruitment. But
New Delhi remains indifferent to the situation, so does the na-
tional media which, as always, plies a distorted picture of the
ongoing situation. More so, the television channels. They give
such a simplified and stereotyped representation of the situa-
tion. This only complicates rather than aids the understanding
of the situation.

Security forces have once again launched a campaign to
eliminate insurgency by attempting to kill all the militants
within a specific timeframe. Viewed from that perspective, the
security agencies have been exceptionally successful over the
past some years. The understanding in the security establish-
ment seems to be that the killings of the militants at this rate
could drastically reduce their number. This, in turn, is expect-
ed to alter the political dynamics in Valley and usher in peace.
But the deeper factors underpinning the current state of affairs
will linger on and can be expected to create conditions for yet
another phase of violence and unrest. This has been the case
over the past three decades. The militancy has gone through
its crests and troughs but never been wiped out. And same has
been the case with the public unrests. The future, as the killing
of Pandita underlines, looks grim in Kashmir. And things are
unlikely to look up unless New Delhi fundamentally changes
its approach to the situation and moves away from a security-
centric approach to empathy and engagement.

OTHER OPINON

Unlocking The Farm

f the two major reforms, the ECA amendment has more im-

mediate significance. It does away with the government’s

powers for imposing stockholding limits in foodstuffs, ex-

cept under “extraordinary conditions” of war, famine and
natural calamities. Such powers can also be invoked if retail prices
increase more than 50 per cent over the average of the last five years
in the case of non-perishable produce (cereals, pulses and edible oils)
and 100 per cent for perishables (onions and potatoes). The latter pro-
visions are unnecessary, given recent evidence that points to infla-
tion in most foodstuffs being episodic and also the vastly improved
supply response of farmers to any price rise. This has been seen in on-
ions, potatoes, pulses and sugar — commodities where stockholding
and export restrictions have been clamped during the Modi govern-
ment’s own tenure. The injury to producers from cutting off market
access has proved far more severe and long-lasting than any relief
from temporary pain to consumers.

The second reform — allowing buying and selling of farmers’
produce outside of the physical boundaries of APMC mandis, along
with the freedom to trade both within and from one state to another
— is unlikely to yield immediate gains. The example of milk, where
only a handful of cooperative and private dairies procure directly
from farmers despite no APMC regulations governing it, is worth
citing here. Dismantling of APMC monopoly will not stop big agro-
processors and traders/retailers from relying on mandi intermediar-
ies to source their produce. But it gives them, and also farmers, an
alternative marketing channel that can force the mandis to do a bet-
ter job. (The Indian Express)With agriculture coming out relatively
unscathed amidst the current economic carnage — retail fertiliser
sales nearly doubled in May over last year, marking the seventh con-
secutive month of double-digit growth — the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has done well to introduce long-delayed supply-side reforms in
the sector. The ordinances issued last week to amend the Essential
Commodities Act (ECA) and end the monopoly of agricultural pro-
duce market committee (APMC) mandis in farm products trading will
send out a positive message. Agriculture’s value for policymakers
has primarily been for controlling inflation or supplying wage goods
and surplus labour for industrialisation and urbanisation. Few have
viewed it as a sector in its own right and farmers as businessmen
who must first earn for themselves rather than only fulfilling goals
defined by others.

Of the two major reforms, the ECA amendment has more imme-
diate significance. It does away with the government’s powers for im-
posing stockholding limits in foodstuffs, except under “extraordinary
conditions” of war, famine and natural calamities. Such powers can
also be invoked if retail prices increase more than 50 per cent over
the average of the last five years in the case of non-perishable pro-
duce (cereals, pulses and edible oils) and 100 per cent for perishables
(onions and potatoes). The latter provisions are unnecessary, given
recent evidence that points to inflation in most foodstuffs being epi-
sodic and also the vastly improved supply response of farmers to any
price rise. This has been seen in onions, potatoes, pulses and sugar —
commodities where stockholding and export restrictions have been
clamped during the Modi government’s own tenure. The injury to
producers from cutting off market access has proved far more severe
and long-lasting than any relief from temporary pain to consumers.

The second reform — allowing buying and selling of farmers’
produce outside of the physical boundaries of APMC mandis,
along with the freedom to trade both within and from one state
to another — is unlikely to yield immediate gains. The example
of milk, where only a handful of cooperative and private dairies
procure directly from farmers despite no APMC regulations gov-
erning it, is worth citing here. Dismantling of APMC monopoly
will not stop big agro-processors and traders/retailers from rely-
ing on mandi intermediaries to source their produce. But it gives
them, and also farmers, an alternative marketing channel that
can force the mandis to do a better job.

The Indian Express

The Afghan prognosis

To influence the peace process Is beyond Indian capability now

Mx BHADRAKUMAR

‘To aspire to
influence the
Afghan peace
process is beyond
India’s capability
now. Pakistan
regards Indiaas a
‘spoiler’,and
stakeholders will be
loathe to risk
annoying Pakistan
by advocating India’s
case. Even ‘time-
tested friends’ will
fight shy of holding
India’s hand. Our
options have shrunk.

report of the UN’s Ana-

lytical Support and Sanc-

tions Monitoring Team

concerning the Taliban
was released in New York on June
1. Based on highly sensitive intelli-
gence inputs from several countries,
it holds a penetrating searchlight
on the core issue of Taliban’s nexus
with the al-Qaeda. Its conclusion:
the Taliban al-Qaeda symbiosis is
an enduring reality.

One would have thought that
the UN report opens a Pandora’s
box. But on the contrary, aside the
dust it raised in Delhi momentarily,
life moves on. No other world capi-
tal seems unduly perturbed. Presi-
dent Trump tweeted , ‘We are acting
as a police force, not the fighting
force that we are, in Afghanistan.
After 19 years, it is time for them
to police their own country. Bring
our soldiers back home, but closely
watch what is going on and strike
with a thunder like never before, if
necessary!” Russia insists the Tali-
ban have ‘changed’ and have a ‘stra-
tegic vision’.

The world chancelleries are ac-
customed to regarding the al-Qaeda
as a geopolitical tool in regional con-
flicts. Therefore, the MEA spokes-
man wisely focused on the ‘operative
part’ of the report concerning the
presence of nearly 6,500 Pakistani
terrorist fighters in Afghanistan,
comprising largely of LeT and JeM
cadres. The MEA said, ‘This vindi-
cates India’s long-standing position
that Pakistan remains the epicentre
of international terrorism... The in-
ternational community should hold
Pakistan accountable.’

The salience of the UN report
lies on the following templates.
One, nothing will deter Washing-
ton from heading for the exit door
in Afghanistan. Two, Pakistan has
manoeuvred itself into a strong
position from where it cannot be
dislodged. Three, Pakistan’s con-
trol of the Taliban is not in doubt,
but in the game of smoke and mir-
rors, the international community
has acquiesced. Four, the Taliban
are determined to regain power in
Kabul, and, with Pakistani sup-
port, this goal is achievable. Five,
when the crunch time comes, the
Haqqanis will do what is neces-
sary for the ISI. Six, foreign pow-
ers — with the exception of India,
perhaps — are resigned to the Tal-
iban’s return to power.

The virulently anti-India
Haqqgani group is in a commanding
position within the Taliban. Paki-
stan has a game plan, having drawn
lessons from the Mujahideen era
— no meaningful rapprochement
between the Taliban and Indians
should be allowed in a near term.
The Hagqganis will ensure it. Put dif-
ferently, Pakistan couldn’t care less
if the Indians open lines to some

inconsequential Taliban elements,
as it is the Hagganis who call the
shots. All this, plus the large con-
centration of battle-hardened JeM
and LeT fighters in the eastern
provinces of Kunar, Nangarhar and
Nuristan, carries dark forebodings
for India’s security.

To aspire to influence the Af-
ghan peace process is beyond India’s
capability now. Pakistan regards
India as a ‘spoiler’, and stakehold-
ers will be loathe to risk annoying
Pakistan by advocating India’s case.
Even ‘time-tested friends’ will fight
shy of holding India’s hand. Our op-
tions have shrunk.

While political and diplomatic
work should continue to endeav-
our to sustain government-to-gov-
ernment interaction and people-
to-people goodwill, India cannot
afford to be a provider of security or
excessively identify with any single
Afghan faction. Geography and re-
source constraints dictate that until
the present churning assumes some
clarity, a low-key approach and stra-
tegic restraint is advisable.

Meanwhile, the strengthening
of the permanent mission in New
York with the appointment of an
experienced senior diplomat as the
new PR, coinciding with India’s
membership of the UNSC for the
next two-year period, could provide
Delhi with some degree of diplomat-
ic leverage in the Afghan peace pro-
cess leading to any settlement.

The present situation brings to
mind an exemplar from the annals of
history 40 years ago when the Soviet
forces withdrew from Afghanistan,
leaving Najibullah to grapple with
multiple challenges — pushing back
the Mujahideen from approaching
the gates of Kabul while coping with
internal dissensions in own camp
and also making overtures for na-
tional reconciliation. Of course, the
roof eventually came down under
the sheer weight of contradictions.

Going by the experience of that
tumultuous period leading to the
Mujahideen takeover in 1992, argu-
ably, a calibrated retrenchment on
our part at this juncture may once
again serve a key purpose. A draw-
down can only enhance the pros-
pects of a constructive engagement
when the new dawn breaks.

The point is, in this gloomy sce-
nario, India is only as nebulously
placed as any other stakeholder
today, since imponderables and
variables are galore in the Afghan
situation. If the matrix today is
particularly unfavourable in com-
parison with the early nineties, it
is largely due to our tense relations
with both Pakistan and China. A
significant improvement on this
template can dramatically change
the calculus.

The bottom line is that the Kash-
mir issue and the animated suspen-
sion in J&K coalesce and amplify
the complexity of the regional se-
curity climate. The gloomy Afghan
prognosis lends urgency to adopt
new thinking. The time has come
for the Indian leadership to make a
determined effort to cut the Gordian
knot of tense relations with China
and Pakistan.

This roller-coaster ride in the
Himalayas, Kashmir valley and
the Hindu Kush concurrently will
sap our energies and turn into a
quagmire. Nothing serves our ill-
wishers better. Rhetoric should not
be the stuff of policy; nor is crisis
management the acme of diplomacy.
For a start, we can do far better sim-
ply by reining in our ‘hawks’. We
shouldn’t lose our innate sense of re-
alism and pragmatism. For India to
realise its potentials of growth and
development, a peaceful external
environment is vital. A fresh start
becomes imperative.

Courtesy: The Tribune

FrANK MICANDREW

earing or not wearing a

face mask has morphed

into a surprisingly pro-

vocative act, and it is
now one of the chief symbolic flash-
points in the culture wars.

People who wear face masks
berate and attack others who do not
wear face masks, and those who do
not wear face masks attack and be-
rate individuals who do wear them.
The mere request that someone don
a mask before entering a store has
led to physical assaults and even
murder, and in one especially vile
incident, a customer wiped his nose
on the shirt of a Dollar Tree em-
ployee just because she asked him
to wear a face mask.

What is going on here? Why
such visceral pushback to a simple
thing like wearing a face mask?

Yes, face masks can be uncom-
fortable and inconvenient, and they
totally interfere with many of the
most pleasurable activities in our
social lives: eating drinking, smil-
ing, flirting, and kissing.

But such over-the-top emotion-
al responses to mask-wearing defy
rational explanation, given that we
do not get nearly as riled up over
other things that more accurately
signal political allegiances.

Clearly, the face mask is ignit-
ing something much deeper within
us. I believe that this controversy
has stumbled into that part of our
psyche that gives us the creeps dur-

When Face Masks
Hide Our Myriad Emotions

Il‘p

i

ing times of uncertainty. Getting
creeped out is an adaptive emotion-
al response to the uncertainty of
danger. It is different from related
emotions such as fear or disgust,
which kick in when the threats we
face and how best to deal with them
are quite clear.

The ambiguity of threat leaves
us frozen in place and mired in
unease. We do not know whether
fight, flight, or nothing at all is re-
quired. Our "creep detectors" acti-
vate in situations like this to main-
tain a state of hyper-vigilance to
help us figure out what, if anything,
is going on. Being creeped out can
be mentally exhausting because it
commandeers a lot of our available
cognitive processing capacity.

We can be creeped out by people
and by places, and the COVID-19 pan-
demic makes us uneasy about both.

We wonder if we have been exposed
to the virus, or even if we already
have it. We are unsure about our
friends and relatives, and strangers
pose an even higher level of risk. We
do not know which places are safe
and which ones are not; the invisibil-
ity of the threat is maddening.

When we are uncertain about
what is going on around us, one
of the first things we do is to look
at the reactions of other people.
If they seem unconcerned, we
convince ourselves that there is
nothing to worry about. Mean-
while, they are looking at us, and
our mutually calm demeanors
reassure each other that all is
well. If we choose not to wear a
mask and frequent places where
very few other people are wear-
ing them, it is easy to relax and
believe that we are safe.

On the other hand, if we be-
lieve that we are at low risk for
infection, being surrounded by
others who are wearing masks
directly challenges this belief,
creating a tension that may take
an aggressive turn. Conversely,
if we are worried about infection
and dutifully wear a mask when-
ever we are in public, seeing oth-
ers without masks makes us feel
conspicuous and a bit silly, which
also promotes negative feelings.

Masks also impair our ability
to manage face-to-face interactions.
The nuances of facial expression
that we rely upon so heavily become
less reliable, and social distancing
and prohibitions on touching and
handshaking further alienate us
from the normal rhythm of daily
social life. All of these effects get
magnified when the mask is also a
symbol of which side you might be
on in the culture wars. The mask
becomes a quick and easy way to
identify "us" versus "them," with
all of the undesirable consequences
that follow from that.

Weneed to overcome our darker
predispositions to get along during
this time of stress. Ideally, wearing
a mask will eventually come to be
seen as a normal individual choice
rather than as a political statement.
We do not attack dental hygienists
or nurses for wearing face masks; it
is time to afford the same courtesy
to our neighbors.

Psychology Today
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Unfortunately, it

takes a devastating
earthquake to research,
plan, and implement
strategy to counter future
potential disasters. This
was apparent in most of
SE Asia after the deadly
event of 2004. In
Pakistan, the huge loss of
life and property in the
2005 Kashmir
earthquake reminded
authorities of the urgency
to address this issue.
Likewise, in India the
“Republican Day”
earthquake of January
2001, which devastated
Bhuj (Gujarat) with more
than 19000 casualties did
exactly the same.

Earthquakes: How

To Minimise Damage

The Main Frontal Thrust is the major source of earthquakes in South Asia

he recent earthquakes in Delhi and nearby

places have possibly originated on a NE-SW

trending active fault system that is 400 km

long. And at north it could crosscut the Main
Himalayan/Frontal Thrust, which is the megathrust
fault and accounts for most of the earthquakes at the
Himalayan front.

The earthquake distribution in the region (Figure on
right) suggests a strong pattern that could reflect strain
accumulation on ~NE-SW oriented fault system. It could
host a major earthquake in the future, which is based on
the extent and pattern of seismicity, and the existence of
faults in the region. However, the earthquake prediction
is not possible, and therefore the best remedy is to pre-
pare for the worst case scenario, which is to prepare for a
magnitude 7 and above.

The overall earthquake hazard in South Asia is mainly
associated with the Main Himalayan/Frontal Thrust system,
but occasionally earthquakes occur away from the front,
which should be studied in greater details to understand the
possible causes, and to avert the future destruction.

The Main Himalayan/Frontal Thrust (MHT/MFT) is
the surficial expression of the megathrust fault where an
abrupt topographic high marks the end of Indo-Gangetic
plains and the start of frontal mountain ranges. This fault
system, which is younger than the other faults system
north of it, remind us of the continuous push of the India
tectonic plate against the Eurasia plate that has resulted
in the formation of series of faults including the megath-
rust fault since Eocene time.

The occurrence of earthquakes in this region is a re-
sult of this push that deform rocks and therefore accumu-
late strain over the geological past that eventually over-
comes the strength of these rocks by nucleating fractures
which becomes fault and host earthquakes. Most of the
present-day earthquakes are reported on the frontal fault
system, with some on the interior faults as well. Some of
the prominent earthquakes that are associated with sig-
nificant damage are: the 2005 Kashmir earthquake (Mw
= 17.6), the 1905 Kangra earthquake (Mw = 7.7), the 2015
Nepal earthquake (Mw = 7.9), the 1934 Bihar-Nepal earth-
quake (Mw = 8.1), the 1879 Shillong earthquake (Mw =
8.1), and the 1950 Assam earthquake (Mw = 8.4). The mea-
surement of interseismic strain is therefore one of the
most important aspects to understand the seismic hazard
to millions of people who live in the closer vicinity of this
deadly fault system.

Progress in building of resilient infrastructure and
communities to handle potential earthquake disasters

Undoubtedly, a large portion of population in Kash-
mir and also across Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia live on or
nearby active fault systems. Unregulated urbanization,
coupled with many folds increase in populations, par-
ticularly in the last few decades have put these regions at
greater earthquake risk.

Indo-Gangetic plains in India abruptly rise at the foot-
hills of Himalayas where Himalayan frontal fault system
emerges at surface at certain regions but mostly runs
blind. A series of devastating earthquake in the past are a
reminder that earthquakes have greatly shaped the land-
scape and its history, and often some of the major or dev-
astating earthquakes are recorded in the historical text.
Surprisingly during the earlier periods of human settle-
ments, including the latest British India, no standard
seismic building codes were enforced or implemented.
Past records show that during the later stages of British
India seismic resistant building codes were planned after
the devastating 1935 Quetta earthquake in Baluchistan.
Similarly, strengthening techniques are reported to have
been implemented after the 1941 Andaman Islands earth-
quake. It is important to note that Greater India achieved
independence from British rule in 1947, but at the cost of

tion in Pakistani side of Kashmir

regional instability that was marked by one of the most
brutal partitions in the world. The entire region was
torn on religious lines with the creation of Hindu domi-
nated India and Muslim dominated Pakistan (both East
and West Pakistan at that time). What is more, the seeds
of partition sprouted again with the emergence of East
Pakistan again on blood-filled notions, into an indepen-
dent nation, Bangladesh. During this time these newly
created nations witnessed deadliest riots, bloodshed, and
total devastation from national and international wars.
Therefore, any previous effort of planning or implement-
ing of the earthquake resistant building codes, as was
done in Quetta (read below), was delayed. This clearly
suggests that political stability of a nation is paramount
to its preparedness to face any kind of disaster, and thus
India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh were unable to achieve
objectives to safeguard its populations from disasters.
All these countries are still struggling to get out of the ru-
ins of partition to implement seismic code, and in India
it again picked up in the late 1950s when India was fully
independent. India started working towards the develop-
ment of infrastructure for education and development
but it is still struggling to implement the resistant seis-
mic building codes in regions where it is required.
Unfortunately, it takes a devastating earthquake to
research, plan, and implement strategy to counter fu-
ture potential disasters. This was apparent in most of SE
Asia after the deadly event of 2004. In Pakistan, the huge
loss of life and property that followed the 2005 Kashmir
earthquake (see below) reminded authorities that there is
a serious need to address this issue (Pathier et al. 2006).
Likewise, in India the “Republican Day” earthquake of
January 2001, which devastated Bhuj (Gujarat) with more
than 19000 casualties did exactly this. After this earth-
quake both authorities and scientists kick started a com-
prehensive planning to understand the causes of earth-
quakes, and to plan and implement the seismic resistant
building codes and earthquake education at large. There-
fore, the National Information Centre of Earthquake Engi-
neering was established, and with it a widespread 4-year
National Programme on Earthquake Engineering Educa-
tion that is implemented at Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy and the Indian Institute of Science, and it has developed

a large scale education and training framework in India
(Jain, 2016). However, a large portion of work remains to
be achieved, particularly in rural areas where implemen-
tation of strict building codes is not practiced.

Pakistan shares a similar political background as of
India, rests on geological structures, and some of them
are active and capable of producing deadly earthquakes.
It was the devastating Quetta earthquake of May 30th 1935
that caused a large scale damage in Quetta, and resulted
in 60,000 casualties. This perhaps forced the British au-
thorities (who controlled it at that time) to enforce a strict
building codes, Quetta Building Code, and it was subse-
quently adapted in 1937. The construction of unreinforced
masonry buildings was forbidden. This standard practice
is reported to have saved people and property during the
1941 earthquake. After independent from British India in
1947, British India was torn into two dominions of Paki-
stan and India on religious lines, resulting in one of the
most bloody partitions of human history. These scars
were fresh when another massacre unfolded, and the East
Pakistan independence struggle heated up with the for-
mation of a new country called Bangladesh. This explains
the delay in preparation and implementation of seismic
resistant building codes in these regions, and thus after
a period of relatively calm political atmosphere Pakistan
developed 1986 Pakistan Building Code, which however
had many problems, and did not reflect the ground re-
alities, and even earthquake hazard zoning was greatly
flawed. And it failed litmus test in 2005 when the Moment
magnitude (Mw) 7.6 earthquake devastated Muzafarabad
in Pakistani side of Kashmir, and caused extensive dam-
age and a loss of more than 80,000 lives. The country was
violently shaken by the loss of people and started to re-
think over the adaptation of strict building codes, and in
2007 Pakistan Building Code was adapted, which is most-
ly based on the 1997 Uniform Building Code. However, on
ground the implementation measures will have to go a
long way.

Author is Assistant Professor in Structural Geology,
Faculty of Science, Universiti Brunei Darussalam. He can
be reached at: afroz.shah@ubd.edu.bn

India: Post-Lockdown Looks Like Old Times

COVID has accentuated inborn Indian insecurities and highlighted some bitter truths

C.r. SURENDRAN,

Gulf News

n June 8, India lock-lifted after 70-odd days
of shutting down on account of COVID-19.
As expected, there were traffic jams.

More of everything, in fact. Malls and

and imposed the drastic lockdown following COV-
ID-19, that has so far killed over 7000 people.

The curious irony of the post-truth reality is that
the measures that the government prides in are ex-
actly the measures that its detractors are critical of.

Your idea of truth, clearly, is no longer the facts
of the matter, but the a priori position you have ad-

restaurants have opened, and inter-state travel has
resumed. It was as if the pandemic had not happened
at all. It is an indication of how an official license
gives the illusion that disease and death are happen-
ing elsewhere.

The lock-lift coincided with the average daily
death toll jumping to 300, from around 50 a little more
than three weeks ago. Because of the dire situation,
the Modi government did not celebrate the first anni-
versary of power in their second term last fortnight.

The migratory nature of the labour demography
is unique to India; no other COVID-affected country
shares the plight to this level. And the government
mismanaged it simply because there was no model
available from the West. Nor a precedent

The economy is opening up simply because stay-
ing shut means a total collapse. The new middle class
is already the lower middle class. Hundreds of thou-
sands among the salaried workers have been laid off.

For those who have managed to hold down their
jobs, the post-lockdown traffic jams may actually
come across as a reassuring experience that they are
returning to an old lifestyle, which the Good Mob
had predicted would give in to a better, less-materi-
alistic society. Remember all that talk about the new
world order?

Return by road
Meanwhile, the Bihar administration said 1.2 mil-
lion daily wage labourers have returned to the state by
train and that 1.1 million have returned by road.
Similar numbers are likely to be valid for West

Bengal, Odisha, and Jharkhand states from where
labourers flock to the cities. If the lock-lift is to yield
results, at least a good number of these people need
to be present in the cities.

This will take time. This means India’s economic
revival will be tortuous, to say the least. The migra-
tory nature of the labour demography is unique to
India; no other COVID-affected country shares the
plight to this level. And the government misman-
aged it simply because there was no model available
from the West. Nor a precedent.

Not coming back?

According to reports, those who returned to their
villages are not keen on coming back. From 12.8 mil-
lion households, in April, asking for work in mass
rural employment schemes, the figure has gone up
to 36.1 million in May.

In the coming monsoon months, then, there is
little prospect of the labour population braving the
odds and returning to the cities.

As aresult, urban India will face a crisis in sanita-
tion and health sectors, real estate, and infrastructure
development. The Indian business class will have lit-
tle choice but be fairer to labour as a class and treat
them better if they want to resume activities.

Despite the attending circumstance, from May to
May, this has been a government on steroids. Modi,
Shah, and Company forced through the abrogation
of Article 370, which removed the special status of
Kashmir, effected the ban of triple talaqg, introduced
the Citizenship Amendment Act that sparked a pu-
bic protest and the related Delhi riots, presided over
the collapse of the banking sector, issued warrants
and warnings against ‘anti-national’ journalists and
activists, (the latest being Vinod Dua), jailed a few,

opted; in short, your truth is not what you have indi-
vidually determined, but one that has been manufac-
tured by your particular group.

Tyranny of the Good Mob

There is nothing new in this, but the division be-
tween groups in society is widening beyond mend.
As is happening, for example, in the US — the violent
riots over George Floyd’s death, the tyranny of the
Good Mob in the New York Times, and the Philadel-
phia Inquirer over articles that articulated a conser-
vative point of view — and the loud protest march
in the UK.

A post-COVID India is looking at a technolog-
ically-enabled war of views, a kind of take over by
Artificial Intelligence that has spread intolerance
and righteousness like a behavioural virus. It is not
likely to have happy results except for people like
Mark Zuckerberg and Jack Dawsey.

The Modi government is most likely to pursue to
advantage even a more divisive strategy as the Good
Mob tightens its grip on social media discourse, an
area currently outside the ambit of the State

COVID has accentuated inborn Indian insecuri-
ties and driven home like a nail the truth that each
one is on his own.

This is why, in the times following lockdown,
greed, and profiteering and the heartlessness at
the bottom of it all are likely to resurface with re-
newed vengeance.

As the year careens down like a monster train, it
is probably all you can do to get out of the way.
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"Governments' use of such

Press Trust Of India

ost mobile applica-

tions that track the

spread of COVID-19

require access to us-

ers' personal data, but only a
handful indicate the data would
be anonymous, encrypted and se-
cured, according to a study by In-
dian-origin researchers in the US.
Professor Masooda Bashir
and doctoral student Tanusree
Sharma from the University of

analysed 50 COVID-19-related
apps available in the Google
Play store for their access to us-
ers' personal data and their pri-
vacy protections.

The researchers noted that it
is disconcerting that these apps
are continuously collecting and
processing highly sensitive and
personally identifiable informa-
tion, about health, location and
direct identifiers like name, age,
email address and voter or na-
tional identification of a user.

tracking technology -- and
the possibilities for how they
might use it after the pan-
demic -- is chilling to many,"
the researchers wrote in the
study published in the journal
Nature Medicine.

"Notably, surveillance map-
ping through apps will allow
governments to identify people's
travel paths and their entire so-
cial networks," they noted.

The researchers explained
that functionalities of the CO-

NOTABLY, SURVEILLANCE MAPPING

through apps will allow governments to identify people's

travel paths and their entire social networks,"

VID-related apps developed
around the world include live
maps and updates of confirmed
cases, real-time location-based
alerts, systems for monitoring
home isolation and quarantine,
direct reporting to the govern-
ment of symptoms, and educa-
tion about COVID-19.

Some also offer monitoring
of vital signs, virtual medical
consultations and community-
driven contact tracing, the said.

Of the 50 apps the research-
ers evaluated, 30 require users'

permission to access data from
their mobile devices such as
contacts, photos, media, files,
location data, the camera.
These 30 apps also require
the device's ID, call information,
Wi-Fi connection, microphone,

network access, the Google
service configuration, and the
ability to change network con-
nectivity and audio settings, ac-
cording to the study.

Some of the apps, the re-
searchers said, state they will
collect users' age, email ad-

dress, phone number and post-

M@@T@@Wﬂ@ﬂﬂ@@
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Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

tud

The

researchers acknowl-

al code; the device's location,
unique identifiers, mobile IP
address and operating system;
and the types of browsers used
on the device.

Only 16 of the apps indi-
cated such data will be anony-
mous, encrypted, secured and
reported only in aggregate
form, they said.

Of the apps sampled in the
study, 20 were issued by gov-
ernments, health ministries and
other such official sources.

edged that mass surveillance
measures may be necessary to
contain the spread of the virus.
"Health care providers must
absolutely use whatever means
are available to save lives and
confine the spread of the virus,"
they wrote in the journal.
However, the researchers
added that it is up to the rest,
especially those in the field of
information privacy and secu-
rity, to ask the questions needed
to protect the right to privacy.

Earl

Mernory In Wornen In Old Age’

Agencies

arly life education, espe-
Ecially for women, holds an

essential role in their old
age, as it helps them protect
against memory loss, a recent
study suggests.

The results suggest that chil-
dren, especially girls who attend
school for longer, will have better
memory abilities in old age. This
may have implications for mem-
ory loss in Alzheimer’s disease
and other dementias.

The study was conducted by
investigators at Georgetown Uni-
versity Medical Center and was
published in the journal Aging,
Neuropsychology, and Cognition.

The study tested declarative
memory in 704 older adults
(58-98 years of age). Declara-
tive memory refers to our ability
to remember events, facts, and
words, such as where you put
your keys or the name of that
new neighbour.

Participants were shown draw-
ings of objects and then were
tested several minutes later on
their memory of these objects.

The investigators found that
their memory performance be-

came progressively worse with
ageing. However, more years of
early-life education countered
these losses, especially in women.

In men, the memory gains
associated with each year of
education were two times larger
than the losses experienced dur-
ing each year of ageing. Howev-
er, in women, the gains were five
times larger.

For example, the declarative
memory abilities of an 80-year-
old woman with a bachelor’s de-
gree would be as good as those
of a 60-year-old woman with
high school education. So, four
extra years of education make
up for the memory losses from
20 years of ageing.

“Simply said, learning begets
learning,” said the study’s senior in-

vestigator, Michael Ullman, PhD, a
professor in Georgetown’s Depart-
ment of Neuroscience and Director
of the Brain and Language Lab.
Ullman’s research on the rela-
tionship between language, mem-
ory, and the brain has been a cor-
nerstone in the fields of language
and cognitive neuroscience.
“Since learning new informa-
tion in declarative memory is
easier if it is related to the knowl-
edge we already have, more
knowledge from more education
should result in better memory
abilities, even years later,” added
the study’s lead author, Jana Rei-
fegerste, PhD, a member of the
scientific staff at the University of
Potsdam, Germany, who worked
on this study as a postdoctoral
researcher in Ullman'’s lab.

Cholesterol Levels Are
Rising Among Aslans: Study

Press Trust Of India

holesterol levels are rising
Camong Asians even as it is

sharply declining in West-
ern nations though it is still
higher when compared to the
levels in the Asian region, Avula
Laxmaiah, Scientist G & Head,
Division of Public Health Nutri-
tion, ICMR-National Institute of
Nutrition, said on Friday.

He is one of the authors of the
recent research paper that is
based on the largest ever study
of global cholesterol levels.

"The team points out that
some countries had less data
compared to others, which
could influence how certain
we are about cholesterol levels
and changes over time. Non-
HDL (High-density lipoprotein)
cholesterol among Indian men
ranked 128th in 1980 and re-
mained the same in 2018. How-
ever, in case of women, the rank
increased marginally from 139th
to 140th at global level," Dr Lax-
maiah said in a press release.

The new study, 'Repositioning
of the global epicentre of non-
optimal cholesterol,’ which is
published in the renowned sci-
entific journal, 'Nature' recently,

¥ o
was led by the Imperial College,
London and had hundreds of re-
searchers from across the world
contributing to it, it said.

The research used data
from 102.6 million individu-
als and examined cholesterol
levels in 200 countries, across
a 39 -year time period, from
1980 to 2018, it said.

"The work, which was funded
by the Wellcome Trust and the
British Heart Foundation, revealed
that high cholesterol was respon-
sible for about 3.9 million deaths
worldwide," said Dr Hemalatha R,
Director, ICIMR-National Institute
of Nutrition, Hyderabad said.

Cholesterol, a waxy substance
found in the blood is needed to
build healthy cells, but excess
of may lead to a build-up in the
blood vessels.

Why Lack Of Sleep Is Bad
For Your Heart

Agencies

NEW YORK- Sleeping poorly on
a regular basis may lead to the
fatty arterial plaque buildup
known as atherosclerosis that
can result in fatal heart disease.
“We've discovered that frag-
mented sleep is associated with a
unique pathway—chronic circu-
lating inflammation throughout
the bloodstream—which, in turn,
is linked to higher amounts of
plaques in coronary arteries,” said
study  senior
author  Mat-
thew Walker
from the Uni-
versity of Cali-
forniain the US. _
For the
findings, pub- &\&N
lished in the journal PLOS Biol-
ogy, the researchers analysed
the diagnostic data of more
than 1,600 middle-aged and
older adults using a national
dataset known as the Multi-
Ethnic Study of Atherosclerosis.
To isolate the effect of sleep
quality on heart health, the study
controlled for age, ethnicity, gen-
der, body mass index, sleep dis-
orders, blood pressure and high-
risk behaviours such as smoking.
The researchers then tracked

the results of the study par-
ticipants, analysing their blood
tests, their calcium scores that
can gauge plaque buildup, as
well as several different mea-
sures of sleep, including wrist-
watch-assessed sleep across
a week and a night in a sleep
laboratory that measured elec-
trical brainwave signals.

The final outcome clearly
linked disrupted sleep patterns
to higher concentrations of cir-
culating inflammatory factors
and, spe-
cifically, of
white blood
cells known
as mono-
cytes and
neutrophils,
which  are
key players in atherosclerosis.

“In revealing this link with
chronic inflammation, the find-
ings suggest a missing middle-
man that is brokering the bad
deal between fragmented sleep
and the hardening of blood ves-
sels,” Walker said.

“To the best of our knowl-
edge, these data are the first to
associate sleep fragmentation,
inflammation and atherosclero-
sis in humans,” said study lead
author Raphael Vallat.

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON- More emphasis
should be placed on address-
ing the inaccuracy of diagnostic

tests for COVID-19, which play a
key role in containing the pan-
demic, say scientists, who sug-
gest that government agencies
urge manufacturers to provide
details of their tests' clinical
sensitivity.

The researchers, including
those from The Geisel School of
Medicine at Dartmouth in the
US, said there is lack of wide-

spread testing as a major barrier
to safely reopening economies.

In the analysis, published
in the New England Journal of
Medicine, the scientists said
while progress has been made
in expanding testing, there is
still concern on the accuracy of
the process.

"Diagnostic tests, typically in-
volving a nasopharyngeal swab,
can be inaccurate in two ways,"
said study lead author Ste-
ven Woloshin from The Geisel
School of Medicine.

A false-positive result mistak-

enly labels a person infected, with
consequences including unneces-
sary quarantine and contact trac-
ing, Woloshin explained.
According to the scientists, the
sensitivity for many available
tests could be substantially lower.
Citing earlier studies, they said
this value could be 70 per cent.
"At this sensitivity level, with
a pretest probability of 50 per
cent, the post-test probability
with a negative test would be
23 per cent -- far too high to
safely assume someone is unin-
fected,” the scientists wrote in

the journal article.

"False-negative results are far
more consequential because
infected persons who might
be asymptomatic may not be
isolated and can infect others,"
Woloshin said.

In their analysis, the research-
ers discussed factors contribut-
ing to the current limitations of
diagnostic tests.

They said variability in test
sensitivity, and the lack of a
standard process for validating
this is a cause for concern.

Citing several large studies,

the researchers also said fre-
quent false-negative results
reported in several parts of the
world are concerning.

From an analysis of a pre-
print systematic review of five
studies, involving 957 patients
“under suspicion of COVID-19”
or with “confirmed cases”, the
scientists said false negatives
ranged from 2 to 29 per cent.

But they said this evidence is
less concrete due to the differ-
ences among the nature of the
diagnosis tests used to assess
these patients.
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Coronavirus Spread From
Asymptomatic People
“Very Rare”, Says WHO

Agencies

Geneva: The World Health
Organization (WHO) urged
countries on Monday to press
on with efforts to contain the
novel coronavirus, noting the
pandemic was worsening glob-
ally and had not peaked in cen-
tral America.

More than 1,36,000 cases
were reported worldwide on
Sunday, “the most in a single
day so far”, WHO Director
General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said.

“More than six months
into the pandemic, this is not
the time for any country to
take its foot off the pedal,” he
told an online briefing.

The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) has changed its
advice on face masks, saying
they should be worn in public
to help stop the spread of coro-
navirus. The global body said
new information showed they
could provide “a barrier for po-
tentially infec...

In response to a question
on China, WHO’s top emer-
gencies expert, Dr Mike Ryan,
said retrospective studies of
how the outbreak has been
addressed could wait, adding:
“We need to focus now on what
we are doing today to prevent
second peaks.”

Ryan also said infections
in central American countries
including Guatemala were still
on the rise, and that they were
“complex” epidemics.

“I think this is a time of
great concern,” he said, calling
for strong government leader-

ship and international support
for the region.

Brazil is now one of the
hotspots of the pandemic, with
the second highest number of
confirmed cases, behind only
the United States, and number
of deaths that last week sur-
passed Italy’s.

After removing cumula-
tive numbers for coronavirus
deaths in Brazil from a nation-
al website, the Health Ministry
sowed further confusion and
controversy by releasing two
contradictory sets of figures
for the latest tally of infection
cases and fatalities.

Ryan said Brazil’s data had
been “extremely detailed” so
far but stressed it was impor-
tant for Brazilians to under-
stand where the virus is and
how to manage risk, and that
the WHO hoped communica-
tion would be “consistent and
transparent”.

Maria van Kerkhove, a
WHO epidemiologist, said that a
“comprehensive approach” was
essential in South America.

More than 7 million people
have been reported infected
with the coronavirus globally
and over 4,00,000 have died.

“This is far from over,”
van Kerkhove said.

At least half of Singa-
pore’s newly discovered
coronavirus cases show no
symptoms, the co-head of the
government’s virus taskforce
told Reuters on Monday, re-
inforcing the city-state’s deci-
sion to ease lockdown restric-
tions very gradually.

Agencies

Iran To Execute Spy
Who Helped US Target
Soleimani: Judiciary

Tehran: Iran said Tuesday it will execute a man whose convic-
tion for spying for the US and Israel by helping target a top
Iranian general has been upheld by the supreme court.

Mahmoud Mousavi Majd
was convicted of spying on
Iran’s armed forces “especial-
ly the Quds Force and on the
whereabouts and movements
of martyr General Qasem Solei-
mani” for large sums of money
from both Israel’s Mossad and
the US Central Intelligence
Agency, judiciary spokesman
Gholamhossein Esmaili told a
televised news conference.

Majd’s death sentence has
been upheld by the supreme
court and “will be carried out
soon”, he added.

Iranians gather in Kerman

for the burial of top general Qasem Soleimani in the final stage
of funeral processions after he was killed in a US strike in Iraq.

Soleimani, who headed the Quds Force, the foreign opera-
tions arm of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, was Killed in Janu-
ary in a US drone strike in Baghdad.

Iran in February handed down a similar sentence for Amir
Rahimpour, another man convicted of spying for the US and
conspiring to sell information on Iran’s nuclear programme.

Tehran announced in December it had arrested eight peo-
ple “linked to the CIA” and involved in nationwide street pro-
tests that erupted the previous month over a surprise petrol

price hike.

It also said in July 2019 that it had dismantled a CIA spy
ring, arresting 17 suspects between March 2018 and March 2019
and sentencing some of them to death.

US President Donald Trump at the time dismissed the

claim as “totally false”.

COVID-19 Pandemic Drives
Broadest Economic Collapse In 150

Agencies

Washington: The coronavirus
pandemic inflicted a “swift
and massive shock” that has
caused the broadest collapse of
the global economy since 1870
despite unprecedented govern-
ment support, the World Bank
said Monday.

The world economy is ex-
pected to contract by 5.2 percent
this year - the worst recession in
80 years - but the sheer number
of countries suffering economic
losses means the scale of the
downturn is worse than any re-
cession in 150 years, the World
Bank said in its latest Global
Economic Prospects report.

“This is a deeply sobering
outlook, with the crisis likely
to leave long-lasting scars and
pose major global challeng-
es,” said World Bank Group
Vice President for Equitable
Growth, Finance and Institu-
tions Ceyla Pazarbasioglu.

The depth of the crisis will
drive 70 to 100 million people
into extreme poverty - worse
than the prior estimate of 60
million, she told reporters.

And while the Washington-
based development lender proj-
ects a rebound for 2021, there

is a risk a second wave of out-
breaks could undermine the re-
covery and turn the economic
crisis into a financial one that
will see a “wave of defaults.”

Economists have been
struggling to measure the im-
pact of the crisis they have
likened to a global natural
disaster, but the sheer size
of the impact across so many
sectors and countries has
made that difficult.

Under the worst-case sce-
nario, the global recession
could mean a contraction of
eight percent, according to the
report. But Pazarbasioglu cau-
tioned: “Given this uncertain-
ty, further downgrades to the
outlook are very likely.”

Meanwhile, a group of Amer-
ican economists who are the ar-
biters of when a recession starts
and ends said Monday the United
States entered a downturn in Feb-
ruary, ending 128 months of un-
interrupted growth, the longest
streak in history.

Recessions typically are
defined by several months of
declining economic activity.

But the Business Cycle Dat-
ing Committee of the National
Bureau of Economic Research
(NBER), a non-profit, non-par-

tisan research organization,
called the current situation in
the world’s largest economy
“unprecedented” due to the
severity of the drop in employ-
ment and production, even if
it might turn out to be shorter
than other recessions.

China still growing, barely

China is nearly alone in
seeing modest growth this year.
However the World Bank warned
the depth of the slowdown in the
world’s second-largest economy
will hinder recovery prospects
in developing nations, especially
commodity exporters.

While China will see GDP
rise just one percent, the World
Bank said, the rest of the fore-
casts are grim: US -6.1 percent,
eurozone -9.1 percent, Japan
-6.1 percent, Brazil -8 percent,
Mexico -7.5 percent and India
-3.2 percent. And things could
get worse, meaning the fore-
casts will be revised even lower,
the bank warned. Though dra-
matic, the current forecast falls
short of the Great Depression,
which saw a global contraction
of 14.5 percent from 1930 to 1932,
while the post-war downturn in
1945-1946 was 13.8 percent, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

Bail Set At $1 Million For US Cop
Charged With George Floyd’s Murder

Agencies

Minneapolis: A Minneapo-
lis judge set a $1 million
bail for police officer Derek
Chauvin Monday as he made
his first court appearance
charged with the murder of
George Floyd, the 46-year-
old African-American man
whose death sparked na-
tionwide protests.

Chauvin, who was filmed
on May 25 pressing his knee on
handcuffed Floyd’s neck until
he expired, appeared by video
from Minnesota state prison to
face charges of one count of sec-
ond degree murder, one count
of third degree murder, and one
count of manslaughter.

Dressed in an orange
prison suit, Chauvin, 44, an-
swered questions matter-of-
factly in the procedural hear-
ing, which did not require
him to submit a plea.

Hennepin County District
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Derek Chauvin was filmed on May
25 pressing his knee on handcuffed
George Floyd's neck.

Court Jeannice Reding set his
bail at $1 million with condi-
tions, and $1.25 million with-
out conditions.

House and Senate Demo-
crats proposed a sweeping
overhaul of police oversight
and procedures Monday, a po-
tentially far-reaching legisla-

W S M A K E

Google CEO Sundar Pichai recalls how his
father spent a year’s salary on his flight ticket to US

oogle’s India

at Stanford University.

Recalling his humble roots at
YouTube’s Dear Class of 2020 vir-
tual ceremony on Monday, the 47-

born
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Sundar Pichai
has revealed how his
father spent his one-year salary
on his flight ticket to the US so
that he could pursue his studies

spot for him.

Asking students not to lose
hope amid the coronavirus pan-
demic that has gripped the world,
Pichai urged them to “be open, be
impatient, be hopeful” enunciat-
ing that “if you can do that, his-
tory will remember the Class of
2020 not for what you lost, but for
what you changed. You have the
chance to change everything. I

R S

to. In bleak moments like these, it
can be difficult to find hope.”
Pichai sought to assure the stu-
dents that classes at various points
in time have had to overcome chal-
lenges - whether it was the class of
1920 that graduated into the end of a
deadly pandemic or the class of 1970
that graduated in the midst of the
Vietnam War, and even the class of
2001 that graduated a few months

tive response to the mass pro-
tests denouncing the deaths of
black Americans at the hands
of law enforcement.

Meeting the conditions
would require him to surren-
der his firearms, not work in
law enforcement or security in
any capacity, agree not to leave
the state and have no contact
with the family of Floyd.

State prosecutor Matthew
Frank had asked for a high
bail, calling Chauvin a flight
risk due to both the severity
of the charges and the strong
public reaction to the case.

Reding sat a June 29 date
for the next hearing in the case.

Three other Minneapo-
lis officers who were with
Chauvin when Floyd was ar-
rested have been charged with
aiding and abetting the mur-
der and are still being held in
a local jail.

All four were fired the day
after Floyd’s death.

Amid US tension, Iran builds
fake aircraft carrier to attack

Agencies

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— As tensions remain high be-
tween Iran and the U.S., the Is-
lamic Republic appears to have
constructed a new mock-up of an
aircraft carrier off its southern
coast for potential live-fire drills.

The faux foe, seen in sat-
ellite photographs obtained
Tuesday by The Associated
Press, resembles the Nimitz-
class carriers that the U.S.
Navy routinely sails into the
Persian Gulf from the Strait
of Hormuz, its narrow mouth
where 20% of all the world’s oil
passes through.

While not yet acknowl-
edged by Iranian officials, the
replica’s appearance in the
port city of Bandar Abbas sug-
gests Iran’s paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard is preparing
an encore of a similar mock-
sinking it conducted in 2015. It

deck, according to satellite
photos taken by Maxar Tech-
nologies. The vessel appears
to be some 200 meters (650 feet)
long and 50 meters (160 feet)
wide. A real Nimitz is over 300
meters (980 feet) long and 75
meters (245 feet) wide.

The fake carrier sits just
a short distance away from
the parking lot in which the
Guard unveiled over 100 new
speedboats in May, the kind it
routinely employs in tense en-
counters between Iranian sail-
ors and the U.S. Navy. Those
boats carry both mounted ma-
chine guns and missiles.

The mock-up strongly re-
sembles a similar one used in
February 2015 during a mili-
tary exercise called “Great
Prophet 9.” During that drill,
Iran swarmed the fake aircraft
carrier with speedboats firing
machine guns and rockets.
Surface-to-sea missiles later

the world's oil pass through it.

In this Sunday, June 7,2020 satellite photo provided by Maxar Technologies, a fake aircraft carrier is seen off the
coast of Bandar Abbas, Iran. As tensions remain high between Iran and the U.S., the Islamic Republic appears to
have constructed a new mockup of an aircraft carrier off its southern coast for potential live-fire drills. The faux
foe, seen in satellite photographs obtained by The Associated Press, resembles the Nimitz-class carriers that the
U.S. Navy routinely sails into the Persian Gulf from the Strait of Hormuz, its narrow mouth that sees 20% of all

also comes as Iran announced
Tuesday it will execute a man
it accused of sharing details on
the movements of the Guard’s
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, whom
the U.S. killed in a January
drone strike in Baghdad.

The replica carries 16
mock-ups of fighter jets on its

targeted and destroyed the
fake carrier.

“American aircraft carriers
are very big ammunition depots
housing a lot of missiles, rock-
ets, torpedoes and everything
else,” the Guard’s then-navy
chief, Adm. Ali Fadavi, said on
state television at the time.

World leaders won’t travel for
UNGA due to COVID-19’

Press Trust Of India

Washington: For the first
time in 75 years, world lead-
ers will not travel to New
York for the annual UN Gen-
eral Assembly session in
September this year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
President of the UN General
Assembly has announced.

The landmark 75th ses-
sion of the UN General As-
sembly is expected to begin
on September 15 and the first
day of the high-level General
Debate is likely to be on Sep-
tember 22, according to SDG
Knowledge Hub website, an
online resource center for
news on the UN.

“World leaders cannot
come to New York because
they cannot come as single in-
dividuals. A president doesn’t
travel alone. We don’t expect
therefore to have presidents
here,” Tijjani Muhammad-
Bande said at a news confer-
ence Monday.

He said due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic batter-
ing nations across the world,

in-person meetings at the UN
headquarters were highly un-
likely in the coming months.

The president said his of-
fice along with UN Member
States were looking at mecha-
nisms to ensure the General
Debate, where leaders speak
about national and multina-
tional priorities, is held in a
format compatible with the
coronavirus restrictions.

“In terms of the broad di-
rection, we are not going to
have Heads of State and Gov-
ernment come into New York
because it is impossible at this
stage to think that it is possible
in September,” he said.

Muhammad-Bande said
the General Debate will be
not be shifted to a future date
and will be held as scheduled
“but we cannot have it in-
person as has happened in
the last 74 years.”

He said the UN Secretar-
iat, Member States, his office
as well as other stakeholders
were discussing possibilities
of conducting the General De-
bate and a clear direction will
emerge in the next two weeks.

New York Times Opinion Editor Resigns

After Column Controversy

ew York: James Ben-

net, the New York Times

<NYT.N> editorial page

editor responsible for
publishing a column that advocated
using the military to quell vio-
lence amid protests over US racial
inequality, resigned on Sunday, the
newspaper announced.

The New York Times has come

under fire after it published an editorial
on June 3 from US Senator Tom Cotton,

year old further stated that it was
the first time he had sat on a plane.

“My father spent the equiva-
lent of a year’s salary on my
plane ticket to the US so I could
attend Stanford. It was my first
time ever on a plane,” Pichai
said, adding that the only thing
that got him to where he is today,
other than luck, was his passion
for technology and an open mind.

He highlighted that despite
his struggles during his younger
years, computing was a bright

am optimistic you will.”

He noted that the post-COV-
ID-19 world will have a new nor-
mal of working remotely, thereby
balancing life and work while fol-
lowing social distancing norms.

The virtual ceremony saw par-
ticipation from former US Presi-
dent Barack Obama, former First
Lady Michelle Obama, Korean pop
group BTS, singers Beyonce and
Lady Gaga, former Defense Secre-
tary Robert M Gates, former Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice and

activist Malala Yousafzai.

Talking about the bleak
times in the wake of coronavirus-
induced lockdown all across the
world Picahi said, “I don’t think
this is the graduation ceremony
any of you imagined. At a time
when you should be celebrating all
the knowledge you have gained,
you may be grieving what you
have lost: the moves you planned,
the jobs you earned, and the expe-
riences you were looking forward

before the 9/11 attack in the US.

“...and in all cases, they pre-
vailed. The long arc of history
tells us we have every reason to
be hopeful. So be hopeful,” he
said. Pichai pointed to how gen-
erations often underestimate the
potential of the following one.

“It is because they don’t realise
that the progress of one generation
becomes the foundational premise
for the next. It takes a new set of
people to come along and realise all
the possibilities,” he explained.

turned violent.

Cotton wrote.

a Republican from Arkansas, titled
"Send in the Troops." Cotton wrote that
an "overwhelming show of force" would
restore order after protests spread
across the country, some of which

"It's past time to support local law
enforcement with federal authority,"

Demonstrations were planned
across the U.S. on Sunday to demand
racial justice after George Floyd’s death
in Minneapolis police custody, with

most more peaceful than the preced-
ing week's - prompting New York City
Mayor Bill de Blasio to lift the city

Bennet and a representative for Cot-
ton could not be reached for comment.

The column drew criticism from
inside and outside the New York Times
newsroom as some readers and journal-
ists interpreted the column as advocat-
ing actions that would put protesters
and reporters in danger.

Initially, New York Times Pub-
lisher A.G. Sulzberger stood behind
publishing the column. "I believe in
the principle of openness to a range of
opinions, even those we may disagree
with, and this piece was published in

that spirit," he said in an email to the

staff on Thursday, according to a New
York Times account.

By Sunday, Sulzberger said in a note

sent to staff that was seen by Reuters:
"Last week we saw a significant break-
down in our editing processes, not the
first we've experienced in recent years."
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