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Reading is an activity not passivity. When we read, our senses are completely engrossed in the words 
and the ideas get transferred to our brains. People who are voracious readers get a chance to live 
multiple lives and view life from a larger lens rather than a myopic one. Readers turn out to be 

successful people as their broadened vision opens myriad choices for them.
As an adolescent, my attention was incorrigibly drawn towards classic literature, I used to enjoy every word 
I read, I connected with the characters and felt a strong connection with them, I remember writing essays.

.....LIFE & TIMES

P5LOVE TO READ? 
HERE ARE SOME 

CAREER CHOICES

J&K Admin Rules Out 
Lockdown Relaxation
All Kashmir Districts In Red Zones, Cases May Spike: Div Com

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration On 
Wednesday ruled out relax-
ation in the lockdown ex-
tended till May 3, saying that 
a significant spike might be 
witnessed in coronavirus 
cases in the coming days due 
to aggressive testing.

Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Pandurang K Poletold 
Kashmir Observer that all the 
districts in Kashmir have red 
zones and due to which strict-
er norms will remain in place 
and there will be no ease in 
lockdown restrictions. The re-
strictions, he said will remain 
stricter in red zones within the 
districts. 

“First of all, the districts have 
to be categorized in red, grey 
and green zones. As of now, 
no district of the Valley falls in 
green zone. All the districts are 
in red zones,” Pole said.

In Kashmir Valley, 76 
hotspots for coronavirus 
have been found. Srinagar, 
the capital city is the most 
affected district in the Val-
ley with 15 Red Zones and 
73 cases of coronavirus till 
Wednesday. The red zone ar-
eas of city include, Chattabal, 
Eidgah, Ahmed Nagar, Lal Ba-
zar, Hawal, Nowshera, Nishat, 
Khayam,Goripora  Hyderpora, 
Bemina, Jawahar Nagar, Nati-
pora, Lasjan and Tengpora 

Elaborating further, the Di-
visional Commissioner Kash-
mir said that red zones were 
those areas where restrictions 
will be tightened, PAGE 02

J&K Crosses 300 Mark, 22 More Test Positive
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus 
cases crossed 300 mark in 
Jammu and Kashmir as 22 
more people, 18 among 
them in Valley including a 
minor tested Covid-19 posi-
tive on Wednesday, a day af-
ter lowest number of cases 
were reported from the 
Union Territory.

“22 new cases reported 
from J&K today. Jammu-4 
Kashmir-18. All contacts of 
positive cases. Total number 
of positive cases now 300 
Jammu-54 and Kashmir-246 

Daily bulletin follows-will 
indicate further details,” 
Government spokesperson 
Kansal tweeted.

Among the 18 
cases reported 
today, eight 
are from 
c e n t r a l 
Kashmir’s 
Ganderbal, 
three each 
from Sri-
nagar and Ban-
dipora, two each 
from Kupwara and 
Baramulla, while four fresh 
cases have been reported 

from Jammu, reports said.
The eight new cases from 

Ganderbal are contacts of a 
coronavirus patient from 

red zone declared 
Guzhama vil-

lage. They are 
four men and 
four females, 
including a 
minor girl.

Here in 
Srinagar, a six-

year-old girl, a 
resident of Vilgam 

Kupwara tested posi-
tive after coming in contact 
with a Covid-19 PAGE 02

Of Withering Wait & Worry: Kashmir’s Captive Chronicles

New Guidelines 
Issued: Masks 
In Public Places 
Now Mandatory
NEW DELHI: The Ministry of Home 
Affairs on Wednesday issued a set of 
fresh guidelines for the second phase of 
coronavirus lockdown asking states and 
Union Territories not to dilute them in 
any manner and impose stricter mea-
sures as per local requirements.

According to the fresh guidelines, in-
dustries functioning in rural areas, out-
side municipal areas, have been allowed 
to resume operations from April 30 but 
with strict social distancing norms. Be-
sides, manufacturing units producing 
essential goods such as drugs and medi-
cines have also been allowed to function.

The central government has made 
wearing of mask compulsory in pub-
lic places across the country.Grocery 
stores, fruits, vegetables shops/ carts, 
milk booths, poultry, meat and fish 
shop have been allowed to remain open 
during lockdown. PAGE 02

LG Orders Easing Out 
Restrictions In Jammu
JAMMU: Brick kilns will resume op-
erations in Jammu as Lt Governor G C 
Murmu gave orders of easing out lock-
down restrictions in the division, except 
in areas declared as red zones', amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The move came a day after the ad-
ministration constituted a committee 
for resumption of commercial and in-
dustrial activities in a controlled man-
ner in the Union Territory.

Brick kilns be allowed to function and 
owners of these kilns be PAGE 02

Maulana 
Sa’ad Booked 
For Culpable 
Homicide

NEW DELHI- Tablighi Jamaat leader 
Maulana Sa’ad Kandhalvi has been 
booked for culpable homicide after 
some of the attendees of the religious 
congregation died due to coronavirus, 
police said on Wednesday.

Kandhalvi had organised the religious 
gathering at Nizamuddin Markaz last 
month against the social distancing pro-
tocol imposed by the Centre to curb the 
spread of the deadly disease. PAGE 02

Bandipora Milkman’s 
Contact Tracing Starts
SRINAGAR: The administration in Ban-
dipora district on Wednesday started 
door-to-door operation to trace con-
tacts of a milkman, who tested positive 
for coronavirus on Tuesday.

According to the reports, medical 
teams have started a major operation 
in Naidkhai area to trace the contacts, 
mostly females of a 35-year-old milk-
man who tested positive for coronavirus 
at the SKIMS hospital here. PAGE 02 

Siblings Flee From 
Quarantine Centre, 
Booked
SRINAGAR: Two brothers escaped from 
a quarantine centre in south Kashmir’s 
Shopian district but were brought 
back to the facility and booked by the 
police,reports said Wednesday.

The two brothers hailing from Malik-
bugh village of Shopian fled from the 
quarantine centre on Tuesday PAGE 02 

Scamster Mushtaq 
Peer Released On 
Parole 
SRINAGAR: Former BOPEE chairman 
Mushtaq Ahmad Peer was released on 
parole following directions by a High 
Powered Committee, constituted by 
the government in compliance with the 
directions by the Supreme Court to de-
congest jails amid COVID-19 pandemic.

Highly reliable sources said that the Peer 
had filed an online application and his re-
lease comes a week after high court had 
asked him to approach the committee.

“It would be appropriate for PAGE 02

‘I see Kashmir in Mumbai’

Kashmir’s Containment 
Zones Sealed To 
Tighten Lockdown
SRINAGAR- Authorities in Kashmir 
have sealed off the containment zones 
to ensure strict adherence to the stan-
dard operating procedure to contain the 
spread of coronavirus even as the lock-
down in the Valley entered the 28th day 
on Wednesday, officials said.

The restrictions on the movement 
and assembly of people in Kashmir con-
tinued on Wednesday, they said.

The officials said the security forces 
sealed off main roads in most places in 
the valley and erected barriers PAGE 02

I live in one of the swish areas in Mumbai — 
the dream city now fighting to survive the 
Covid-19 crisis.
Ever since the pandemic enforced a lock-

down, the vibrant city with ivory towers and 
big enterprises looks lifeless. The mundane 
routine which we once knew has gone into hi-
bernation.

I’m told it’s a long haul!
Already 22 days have passed, since I’ve been 

locked in my apartment, watching the perva-
sive desolation hushing and haunting the city, 
which apparently never slept before.

For a change, I hear birds chirping, while 
I stand near window sipping my hot chai ex-
pecting for a warm company from it. I watch 
out for hours at late nights. I see these long 
buildings standing just dead. Alarming ambu-
lances rumbling on abandoned roads further 
surge the sense of siege.

This is a new pulse of life, driven by a short-
age of groceries, life resources, and sanitisers. 
What once was a promising living has now be-
come a grim survival.

This desolation drifts me to the faraway land 
where people are struggling to survive.

I think about Kashmir, which I was planning to 
visit this spring, the season of tulips, the almond 
blossom and a promise of life after dead winter.

As I watch the struggle from my window these 
days, I imagine myself a girl caught in curbs in 
mountains which Kashmiris call their home. Her 
daily struggle leaves me dazed, as I perceive my-
self a prisoner in my own home now.

I think of these iron grills in my window as 
some prison partition, coming in the way of my 
liberty.

Then I think of girls of my age in the valley, 
their aspirations, their dreams, their dreads.

How does it feel to live such a life?
Most of us didn’t have any idea, until, as they 

say, chickens come home to roost.
In this hopeless hour, I see Kashmir in Mumbai.
I’m reminded of Appa’s promise to visit Dal 

Lake this year. This was my major motivation, 
my big boost.

But now, as life has taken an unexpected 
turn, I immersed in the beautiful thought of 
Kashmir’s ecstasy, only to think of that land-
locked region cursed with perennial lockdown.

Behind the serene face, I see PAGE 02

A Reporter’s Diary

Special Report

Jyotsna Bharti

Author’s window view from her Mumbai Apartment

Omer Farooq

SRINAGAR: Since the outbreak of the 
global pandemic, Shameema from Sopore 
is continuously suffering from searing 
stress and high blood pressure.

Behind her troubled state of mind and 
body is the growing concern for her son, 
Abdullah Bin Muhammad, who’s languishing 
in Kotbalwal Jail, Jammu under the charges of 
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act.

Shameema has already lost her son, 
Ibrahim Janwari, in a 2012 gunbattle with 
troops. And now, her main breadwinner’s 
detention is taking a huge toll on her health.

Her son was arrested in January 2019 
and shifted to Kot Balwal, Jammu.

Amid Covid-19 scare, Shameema is 
getting worried about the “unhygienic 
conditions” in the jail.

“My brother is suffering from a stom-
ach ailment and chest disease from so 
many months now,” said Ubaidullah, Sha-
meema’s youngest son.

“As food quality and mandatory social 
distancing is not possible in a crowded 
lockup, my mother frets for her son’s 
wellbeing.”

A Sister’s Stress
On July 13, 2019, Nazima’s brother, Mu-

hammad Huzaif Bhat, from the Sangrama 
area of North Kashmir, was slapped with 
stringent Public Safety Act (PSA) and 
shifted to Kotbalwal Jail, Jammu.

“As no healthy food is served to Kash-
miri captives, my brother has developed 
a skin problem in prison,” said Nazima. 
“And since he’s the youngest among sib-
lings, our mother has developed an acute 
state of depression.”Nazima’s captive 

brother recently sent a word to her from 
his prison cell.

“Everything is good,” he told his sister.
“But,” Nazima said, “he feared that if 

anyone gets infected in prison, the virus 
will spread like a wildfire.”

A Father’s Fear
Muhammad Ramzan’s son and the 

family breadwinner, Imtiyaz, is languish-
ing in Sub Jail Kupwara under PSA since 
last year. The only son among five sisters, 
Imtiyaz married an orphan girl in 2018.

“Before imprisoned, he was nursing 
stomach and occasional fever problems,” 
Ramzan, a resident of North Kashmir’s 
Zainageer area, told Kashmir Observer.

After the COVID-19 outbreak, the father 
got worried about ‘lack of medical facili-
ties in jail’.

“Around 30 captives share a barrack,” 
the father said. “And this makes the chanc-
es of spreading of the virus maximum.”

A Daughter’s Distress
Zafar Ul Islam, a 38-year-old preacher 

of a local mosque in Sopore continues to 
be under detention since the abrogation 
of Article 370. He was slapped with PSA 
and shifted to Agra where he PAGE 02

“I URGE PEOPLE TO RELIGIOUSLY FOLLOW THE LOCKDOWN guidelines 
so that we don’t have these red zones in the Valley,” he said.

Ban On High Speed Internet 
In Kashmir Extended 

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR- The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on 
Wednesday ordered continuance 
of ban on the high speed internet 
across the Union Territory till 
April 27, despite growing cho-
rus and sharp criticism by 
the human rights bodies 
amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Principal Secretary, 
Home Depart-
ment, Shaleen 
Kabra in an or-
der issued today ex-
tended the ban on high speed in-
ternet across the Union Territory 
till April 27, reports said. Accord-

ing to the order, internet speed 
on mobile phones in the region 
will be restricted to 2G only.

The order cites usage of social 
media applications for circula-
tion of photographs of militants, 
mobilization of crowds, infiltra-
tion attempts by militants, civil-

ian killings as some of the 
reasons to extend high 
speed internet ban.

The order also refers 
to the funeral 
of a militant at-
tended by 500 

villagers “defying the 
lock-down and throwing social-
distancing norms to the wind,”

As on date, it said, access to in-
ternet is available PAGE 02

News Digest 
3 Houses Gutted in 
Noorbagh Blaze

Govt Forces Attacked
In Awantipora

Bangladeshi National 
Arrested Along IB 

Non-Local Labourer 
Found Dead

Mortar Shell Triggers 
Panic In Poonch

Srinagar: Three houses where 
six families were residing 
got completely damaged in a 
blaze at Noorbagh area of Safa 
Kadal on Wednesday. The three 
houses of Ghulam Muhammad 
Kaloo, Mushtaq Ahmed Dar, and 
HabibullahWani got completely 
damaged in the fire incident.
“Six families were residing in 
these houses,” they said. They 
said that fire tenders reached the 
spot to douse the flames (KNO)

Srinagar: Suspected militants 
opened fire on a patrolling 
party of government forces in 
south Kashmir on Wednesday, 
but there was no report of any 
casualty.
The militants opened fire at the 
patrolling party at Barsoo in 
the Awantipora police district 
around 2.30 pm, a police of-
ficial said, adding that no one 
was hurt in the incident. Soon 
after the attack, government 
forces cordoned off the area 
and launched a hunt for the 
attackers.

Jammu: A Bangladeshi national 
was arrested by security forces 
along the International Border 
(IB) in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Samba district, officials said.
He was apprehended in an area 
under the Narayanpur Border Out 
Post in the district, they said.
The man was subjected to 
questioning about his presence 
in the border belt, the officials 
said, adding that he has been 
arrested.
He has been identified as Sadiq 
Bulbul of Dhaka, they said.

Srinagar: A non-local labourer 
was found dead in Qazigund 
area of south Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district on Wednesday.
The body was recovered by police 
today morning in GassiporaWan-
pow village of the district, news 
agency GNS reported today.
The deceased has been identified 
as Lalwa Sadhu son of KrishanLal 
Sadhu of Bihar. 
Sadhu was working as a labourer 
in GassiporaWanpow. Confirm-
ing it, a police official said that 
apparently Sadhu died due to 
cardiac arrest. 

Jammu: Panic gripped a border 
town in Poonch district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Wednesday after 
a live mortar shell was found, but 
it was defused by security forces, 
officials said.
People found the mortar shell in 
Mendhar town, triggering panic, 
they said.
The information was given to 
Army which defused it safely, 
thereby averting a major tragedy, 
the officials added.

LOCALS DOUSING FLAMES RAGING FROM A RESIDENTIAL house in Noorbagh area of 
the city on Wednesday. Pic Abid Bhat
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J&K Admin Rules...

while in green zones normal activities can be 
carried out.

“I urge people to religiously follow the 
lockdown guidelines so that we don’t have these 
red zones in the Valley,” he said.

Pertinently, the Ministry of Home Affairs 
today issued the updated set of guidelines 
on coronavirus lockdownasking the State 
and Union Territories not to dilute lockdown 
guidelines in any manner and instead impose 
stricter measures as per local requirements.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir said that to 
facilitate rural and agriculture economy, a little 
relaxation might be given after April 20 strictly 
on case to case basis. “However, that will only be 
done when our performance improves and we 
move from red to grey and grey to green zones. 
Restrictions will be gradually eased,” he said.

Pole further said that in coming days, the 
cases might rise because the administration was 
going for aggressive testing across the Valley. He 
said many asymptomatic cases also might come 
to fore. 

“But this shouldn’t panic or worry people. The 
situation is under control and we are ready to 
meet any challenge,” he added.

J&K Crosses 300...
patient from Chattabal area. The minor is tem-
porarily putting up in Nawa Kadal area of the Old 
City. Two other cases from this capital city are a 
mother-daughter duo.

In Bandipora’s Gund Jahangir village, three 
more people tested positive. Two men and 
a woman are said to be contacts of previous 
Covid-19 patients.

Two youth from Muqami Shahwali village of 
Kupwara are among those who were reported 
positive today. Both of them have contracted the 
dreaded disease from Covid-19 patient, reports 
said.

A man with travel history to Nizamuddin 
New Delhi was among two people who tested 
positive to coronavirus in Baramulla district. 
Both of them are residents of Sopore.

Two doctors —one from ASCOMS Sidhra 
and one Post Graduate (PG) from Medicines 
Department of the Government Medical College 
(GMC) Jammu were among four people who 
tested positive to Covid-19. 

Meanwhile, the government in the daily 
media bulletin issued today said out of 300 
positive cases, 260 are active, 36 have recovered 
and 4 have died.

The bulletin said that till date 56595 travellers 
and persons in contact with suspected cases 
have been put under surveillance, including 
7784 persons in home quarantine, 270 in 
hospital quarantine, 260 in hospital isolation 
and 30228 under home surveillance. 

“Besides, 18049 persons have completed their 
surveillance period of 28 days. Moreover, 6 more 
COVID-19 patients have recovered and were 
discharged today,” the bulletin said.

It added that 4871 samples have tested as 
negative till April 15, 2020.

Of Withering Wait continues to be imprisoned till now.

Zafar’s old and ailing parents, four daughters 
and two sons await his homecoming, as many 
PSA detainees were lately set free.

“We last met him in November 2019,” said 
Muskan Jan, the detainee’s eldest daughter 
studying in Class 8.

“Since then, we don’t know anything about 
him. Since the outbreak of the pandemic, 
the entire family is worried about his health. 
We want our father back home. He should 
be immediately released on humanitarian 
grounds.”

A Son’s Sorrow
The pandemic has increased the restlessness 

of Ahmed Bin Qasim, son of Dr. Ashiq Hussain 
Faktoo, serving life imprisonment in Udhampur 
Jail and of Asiya Andrabi, currently lodged in 
Tihar Jail.

“Healthcare system is very mediocre, 
insufficient and terrible in jails,” Ahmed said.

“My parents and other prisoners suffer from 
the frail immune system. In case they contract it 
[Covid-19], I’m not sure if they may overcome!”

Asiya suffers from multiple ailments which 
include bronchitis, asthma, while Dr. Qasim 
battles glaucoma.

To be honest, Ahmed said, there is little you 
can expect.

“I’ve lived it,” the son said. “My father should 
have been released after 14 years even if he had 
committed a crime they accuse him of. They 
bent laws in order to prolong his detention.”

A Wife’s Woe
Shabir Ahmed Wani, a 38-year-old 

contractual computer operator in Govt. Degree 
College Sogam is lodged in Lucknow Jail under 
PSA. He was detained on August 3 2019, and 
subsequently slapped with PSA.

“He had no involvement of whatsoever. No FIR 
was against him,” said Wani’s ailing wife. “We 
got surprised when we were handed a dossier.”

His dossier mentions that he “might incite 
trouble in his area”.

Wani has a small family including his parents, 
wife and children.

“He has disc problem, while his mother is 
diabetic,” said Wani’s wife, who undergoes 
dialysis.

“He should be with us, in this terrible time, 
as he has done nothing wrong to deserve that 
dungeon.”

A Sibling’s Struggle
On August 4, 2019, Er Rashid, former MLA 

Langate and chief of Awami Ittehad Party, was 
summoned by National Investigation Agency 
(NIA). Since then, he’s under trail.

“He’s a patient, suffers from chest disease,” 
said Khurshid Ahmed, brother of Er Rashid.

“Last time, when I met him in the court, I gave 
him medicines prescribed by his doctors, but 
because of jail rules, he couldn’t take them.”

Now, due to lockdown, Khursheed said, 
the family is not able to send him monthly 
expenditure.

“There’s no facility to transfer money to him 
because of the lockdown,” the sibling continued.

The situation is very tough for Rashid and 
others in jail due to congestion, Khurshid said.

“During night he’s kept with 5 to 6 people in a 
lockup of 10*12 ft,” the sibling said.

“It was safe, if political detainees were kept 
separate but they’re kept with criminals. Then, 
there’re employees who frequent their cell. So 
what is the guarantee?”

A Doctor’s Take
A doctor who happened to visit a sub-jail, a 

couple of months ago, with a team to examine 
prisoners, told Kashmir Observer that if 
somehow the novel coronavirus enters the jail 
premises, it would prove to be a “bomb because 
of overcrowding”.

“Furthermore due to lack of nutritious food 
and psychological stress, most of them [captives] 
have developed a weak immune system which 
makes them vulnerable,” he said.

A Judicial Intervention
Keeping the global health crisis in view, the 

recent Supreme Court order states that the 
sate/ union territory could consider the release 
of prisoners who have been convicted or are 
under trial for offenses for which prescribed 
punishment is up to seven years or less, “with 
or without fine and the prisoner has been 
convicted for a lesser number of years than the 
maximum”.

An Advocate’s Argument
While reflecting on the SC order, advocate 

Shafqat Nazir said the high powered committee 
established on the orders of Supreme Court of 
India has issued guidelines of the release of a 
class of prisoners which seems not in congruence 
with the guidelines of the Supreme Court.

“We have people detained under PSA on 
the basis of apprehension,” advocate Nazir 
told Kashmir Observer. “The apex court says 
to release convicts on parole or bail, and 
government says we won’t release them.”

In order, he continued, the government 
guidelines say no one among militancy-related 
would be released.

“However, SC had issued no such direction,” 
Nazir said. “Secondly, they excluded people 
under preventive detentions. People held under 
sec 107 are to be released.”

This is a sad state of affairs, the advocate 
argued, that convicted people are to be released 
and not those under preventive detentions, as if 
the virus won’t affect the latter.

“They are making a class within the class 
which is not permissible under law,” he added.

An Academic View
Since the world has not faced the current 

situation before, therefore nowhere in 
international law are there specific guidelines 
related to prisoners under pandemic, said 
Dr. Sheikh Showkat Hussain, an expert on 
International Law.

“But yes, there’re guidelines as per Geneva 
Conventions which include they [prisoners] 
should be kept in a hygienic atmosphere,” the 
law professor said.

“A prisoner or detainee does not lose a basic 
human right to life. Any act by which his life is 
put to risk should not be justified.”

However, as a result of the near-collapse of 
the current world order, as argued by Ibrahim 
Kalin, a special adviser to the President of 
Turkey, globalization as we know will change in 
substantial ways.

When asked if the world community would 
now sit and frame guidelines for prisoners 
under pandemic, Dr. Hussain told Kashmir 
Observer, “Maybe, but right now, the situation 
is chaotic, which has not left the current world-
order affected and disturbed. This is the anarchic 
chaotic situation now.”

An Activist’s Advocacy
Zahoor Wani, a human rights defender 

working with Amnesty International, said the 
high-powered committee established on the 
recent Indian apex court order has excluded 
preventive detentions.

“But the problem in Kashmir is that most of 
its cases are preventive and militancy-related 
ones,” Wani told Kashmir Observer.

And since militancy-related cases are a matter 
of national security, the rights activist said, 
they’re very difficult to get released.

“In PSA, you’ve to approach courts which are 
dysfunctional at the moment, but if government 
wishes, it can simply revoke the cases, but that is 
not happening,” Wani said.

A Watchdog Report
Amnesty International India, where Zahoor 

Wani works as rights activist, recently released 
a press statement under the title, ‘India Covid-19 
Response: Government Must Refrain From 
Abuse Of Power And Immediately Release All 
Arbitrarily Detained In J&K’.

As per the statement, 1249 people have 
been administratively detained i.e. without any 
charge or trial by the authorities.

At least 251 prisoners were shifted to out of 
Jammu and Kashmir out of which 23 suffered 
from a health ailment.

An Official Record
As per the Jammu and Kashmir Department 

of Prisons, “At present, there are 14 functional 
prisons which include 2 central jails, 9 district 
jail, 1 special jail, and 2 sub-jails.”

In its official website, the department 
mentions, “Against a lodgement capacity of 2830 
inmates, the department is accommodating 
more than 3600 inmates.”

A State’s Response
In a move to decongest various jails across 

J&K amid COVID-19 scare, the authorities lately 
decided to release 65 prisoners from jails.

Among the liberated prisoners, 22 were facing 
the stringent Public Safety Act (PSA).

Director General Prisons (DGP) informed the 
division bench of J&K High Court about this 
decision through a written report.

The bench comprised of Justice Gita Mittal 
and Justice Rajnesh Oswal was hearing a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) through video 
conferencing regarding the spread of Covid-19.

The DGP informed the court that 22 Public 
Safety Act detenues, 32 undertrials, nine under 
trial prisoners falling under section 107,109,151 
of the CrPC have been released.

The sanction for parole has been granted to 
19 other prisoners. Two prisoners are already on 
parole.

But while the news has finally brought some 
smiles to the families of these prisoners, many 
others continue to wither in wait and worry for 
their captive wards’ safety in the pandemic.

Maulana Sa’ad...

 An FIR was registered against the cleric on 
March 31 at Crime Branch police station on a 
complaint of the Station House Officer of Niza-
muddin.

He was earlier booked for holding the event, 
police said.

After several attendees of the Tablighi Jamaat 
event succumbed to coronavirus, we added IPC 
section 304 (culpable homicide not amounting 
to murder) in the FIR against the leader, a police 
official said.

Some foreigners who attended the event have 
also been booked for violation of visa norms.

In an audio message, Kandhalvi had said that 
he was exercising self-quarantine after several 
hundreds who visited the Tablighi Jamaat 
congregation at Nizamudddin Markaz tested 
positive for coronavirus.

The FIR registered against the Tablighi Jamaat 
event says that the Delhi Police contacted the 
authorities of Nizamuddin Markaz on March 
21 and reminded them of the government 
order which prohibited any political or religious 
gathering of more than 50 people.

It says that despite repeated efforts, the 
event organisers failed to inform the health 
department or any other government agency 
about the huge gathering inside the Markaz and 
deliberately disobeyed government orders.

The sub district magistrate of Defence 
Colony inspected the premises several times 
and found that around 1,300 people, including 
foreign nationals, were residing there without 
maintaining social distance. It was also found 
that there were no arrangements of hand 
sanitizers and face masks, the FIR adds.

The Nizamudddin centre, attended by 
thousands, turned out to be a hotspot for spread 
of coronavirus not only in the national capital, 
but the entire country.

More than 25,500 Tablighi members and their 
contacts have been quarantined in the country 
after the Centre and the state governments 
conducted a “mega operation” to identify them.

At least 9,000 people participated in the 
religious congregation in Nizamuddin. Later, 
many of the attendees travelled to various parts 
of the country.

Bandipora Milkman
The officials believe that many women may have 
comeinto contact with this milkman and may 
have contracted the infection.

Bandipora district has recorded 53 cases, 26 
from Gund Jahangir hamlet.

Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Shahbaz 
Mirza said that contacts will be traced, 
quarantined and tested. He said that milkman 
who was tested positive, had come into contact 
with an already Covid-19 patient.

“The situation is under control and there are no 
reports of community transmission of this lethal 
virus,” news agency KNT quoted him as saying.

Meanwhile, the administration in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district have put the owner 
of a bakery shop 

Siblings Flee From
evening prompting police to intervene, news 
agency KNT reported quoting unnamed officials. 
Both of them were brought to the quarantine 
centre after police found them present in their 
home.

Both these brothers having travel history were 
lodged at a Guest House, the report added.

Officials said that despite knowing that 
the coronavirus is a dreaded disease, they 
negligently and deliberately left the quarantine 
centre increasing the risk of spreading the 
infection.

“A case has been registered against them,” 
they added.

New Guidelines ...
Services provided by self-employed electrician, 
IT repairs, plumbers, motor mechanics, carpen-
ters to allowed from April 20, according to the 
fresh order.

However, the exemptions given from 
April 20 will not be applicable in COVID-19 
hotspots/ containment zones and the State/ UT 
governments shall not dilute guidelines in any 
manner but may impose stricter measures as 
per local requirements.

According to the MHA order, all international, 
domestic flights shall remain suspended till May 
3. All train services will also remain suspended 
during the lockdown period.

“All social, political, sports, religious functions, 
religious places, places of worship shall be closed 
for public till May 3,” the MHA order reads.

It adds that gatherings of funerals and 
marriages will be monitored and regulated by 
the District Magistrate.

Educational institutions, coaching centres, 
domestic, international air travel, train services 
will also remain suspended till this time, it said.

Public places like cinema halls, malls, 
shopping complexes, gymnasiums, sports 
complexes, swimming pools, bars will also be 
shut till May 3.

Highway 'dhaba', truck repairing shops, call 
centres for govt activities to remain open from 
April 20: Shops of agriculture machinery, its 
spare parts, its supply chain, repairs, 'Custom 
Hiring Centres, related to farm machinery to 
remain open from April 20.

Spitting in public has been made a punishable 
offence and a strict ban enforced on sale of 
liquor, gutka and other tobacco products.

From April 20 activities permitted include 
agricultural, horticultural activities, farmers 
and farm workers in field, procurement of agri 
products, 'Mandis'.

The home ministry said permitted industries 
must make arrangements for stay of workers 
within their premises or adjacent buildings by 
observing social distancing norms.

The home ministry said defence, paramilitary, 
health and family welfare, disaster management, 
NIC, FCI, NCC, Nehru Yuva Kendra and Customs 
offices will function without any restriction.

Other ministries and departments are to 
function with "100 per cent attendance" with 
deputy secretary and above rank officers.

"Remaining officers and staff to attend up to 

33 per cent as per requirement," it said.
The guidelines said in order to mitigate 

hardship to the public, select additional 
activities will be allowed, which will come into 
effect from April 20.

"However, these additional activities will be 
operationalised by states and UTs and district 
administrators based on strict compliance to the 
existing guidelines on lockdown measures," it 
said.

The nation-wide lockdown is aimed to 
contain the spread of the pandemic that has 
killed over 370 people and infected over 11,000 
in the country.

Containment  Zones
at several other places to check the unwanted 
movement of the people and to enforce the 
lockdown.

Only persons with valid passes are allowed to 
move, they added.

In the declared containment or red zones 
across the valley, the restrictions have been 
intensified as authorities have sealed those 
zones to ensure strict adherence to the standard 
operating procedure and warned of strict action 
against anyone who violated the prohibitory 
orders, the officials said.

“While all entry-exit points of areas declared 
as containment zones have been sealed, at least 
half of these points in each one of these areas 
have been sealed with removable barriers, 
enabling access into and out of them as and 
when required,” they said.

The local mohalla committees of all such areas 
have been reached out to and are onboard the 
administration’s efforts to contain the spread of 
COVID-19, the officials said.

The administration has put in place an 
elaborate and a comprehensive mechanism 
to ensure all requirements and needs of the 
residents are covered for as long as these areas 
remain under restrictions, they said.

Markets across the valley were shut and 
public transport was off the roads with only 
pharmacies and groceries allowed to open, the 
officials said.

LG Orders Easing 
directed to strictly observe the protocols like 
social distancing for labourers etc, working in 
these kilns, Additional Secretary to Lt Governor, 
Rakesh Magotra said in a letter to Jammu divi-
sional commissioner.

He said since the Centre has extended the 
lockdown up to May 3, the administration has 
to ensure hassle-free supply and distribution of 
commodities of daily need to the public at large.

The letter said timings for opening of shops 
selling essential commodities will be increased 
to avoid overcrowding, while goods stored by 
dry fruit sellers in their shops or godowns may 
be allowed to be transported to cold storages in 
a systematic and staggered manner.

Load carriers are allowed to enter the city 
premises during the lockdown before 9 pm 
to unload essential commodities. A plan be 
devised for opening of business entities engaged 
in non-essential items like mobiles, books etc in 
a staggered manner, fixing days in a week during 
which certain trades shall be allowed to open, 
the letter read.

Magotra asserted that standard operating 
procedures be devised for strict compliance by 
these traders.

Interacting with traders and representatives 
of various associations at Raj Bhavan here on 
Tuesday, the Lt Governor said a committee has 
been constituted for resumption of commercial 
and industrial activities in a controlled manner.

The Lt Governor was informed that around 
50,000 labourers working in brick kilns across 
Jammu were left stranded due to the lockdown, 
with a request to allow the operations of these 
kiln units.

Later in an order, the General Administration 
Department (GAD) said sanction has been 
accorded to the constitution of an eight-member 
task force for restoring economic activities and 
employment process in the Union Territory.

The terms of the reference of the task force 
include developing a strategy or action plan 
for restoring normal economic activities in all 
sectors in the Union Territory and to develop a 
package for assistance to industry, agriculture, 
horticulture, animal husbandry sectors to ensure 
their normal functioning, the order issued by 
Additional Secretary Rohit Sharma said.

It said the task force will also finalise a time-
bound plan for recruitment to government job 
vacancies at different levels along with the 
process to be followed for early recruitment, 
keeping in mind the fiscal balance and 
monitoring the recruitment process.

The order said the task force would submit 
the recommendations on the recruitment and 
action plan by May 15 and May 30, respectively.

Meanwhile, 29 senior officers, including 23 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and five 
Kashmir Administrative Service (KAS) officers, 
have been assigned the task related to COVID-19 
management in addition to their duties.

Financial Commissioner (Health & Medical 
Education department) Atal Dulloo would 
be the overall in-charge of Union Territory 
Coordination - COVID-19 response effort.

while Financial Commissioner (Finance 
department) Arun Kumar Mehta has been 
designated as nodal officer for coordination with 
banks and maintaining smooth flow of funds 
to the public and to relief efforts; and monitor 
implementation of Prime Minister Garib Kalyan 
Yojana, a separate order issued by the GAD said.

Principal Secretary (home) Shaleen 
Kabra, Principal Secretary (school education 
department) Asgar Hassan Samoon and 
secretary (higher education department) were 
appointed as nodal officers for mobilsation of 
volunteers, training, deployment (as and when 
required) for assistance to the administration in 
COVID-19 management.

Principal Secretary (housing and urban 
development department) Dheeraj Gupta was 
appointed as nodal officer for coordination 
with urban local bodies (including their elected 
representatives) for COVID-19 management 
activities, the order said.

Such activities include sanitation drives, 
fumigation and to assist health department in 
devising administrative mechanism for planning, 

conduct and supervision of door-to-door survey 
in Jammu and Srinagar cities to ascertain the 
spread of COVID-19, the order added.

Scamster Mushtaq 
applicant/appellant (peer) to avail the remedy by 
approaching the High Powered Committee. In the 
event, applicant approaches the High Powered 
Committee, it shall consider and decide the appli-
cation of applicant in accordance with the scheme/
guidelines, laying down the categories for release 
of prisoners given the spread of COVID 19,” a bench 
of Justice Tashi Rabstan had said last week.

In April 2018, a special anti-corruption court 
sentenced Peer to a total of 16 years of rigorous 
imprisonment for his involvement in the 2012 
Common Entrance Test (CET) scam.

The court had also imposed a fine of Rs 1 crore 
on Peer and Rs 50 lakh on another accused, Sajad 
Ahmad Bhat, who was acting as a broker in the 
scam. The court had sentenced Peer to seven years 
of rigorous imprisonment under section 420 of the 
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), five years of imprisonment 
under section 5 of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 
three years of imprisonment under section 409 
of the RPC and one year of imprisonment under 
section 120B of the RPC. It has ordered that all the 
sentences would run "consecutively".

The court had convicted 43 accused, including 
Peer, in the case, while it acquitted seven others.

In its 382-page order, the court had said, 
"Mushtaq Peer, being at the helm of affairs 
as chairman of the board, occupied the top 
position, which he had abused to the fullest by 
orchestrating the criminal conspiracy for putting 
on sale the question papers, the secrecy of which 
he was under obligation to maintain.

"This dastardly crime is his brainchild and it 
would not have been possible for others to have 
even a glimpse of the question papers had he not 
defied the state...."

It had observed that scams like these 
contributed to the large-scale brain drain from 
the state and other law-and-order problems 
and said, "Therefore, this accused deserves no 
leniency at all."

Peer was arrested on November 23, 2014, 
by the Crime Branch. During the investigation, 
it had come to light that Peer, in connivance 
with the other accused, had sold the CET 2012 
examination papers, along with the answer 
keys, to some candidates for Rs 60 lakh. (GNS)

‘I see Kashmir ...
the searing struggle for life.

It’s the place where lies the dystopian world.
Post-abrogation of its semiautonomous status 

last summer, Kashmiris find themselves in a 
drawn-out lockdown. The curbs initially came 
with cable TV suspension, internet blockade and 
communication clampdown.

And as the Curfewed Kashmir became 
information blackhole, people outside found it 
difficult to contact with their loved ones in their 
haunted homeland.

For months, they had no idea, if their kin were 
alive or dead!

Is it still beautiful to you? Because that’s how 
the life of a Kashmiri looks like!

While the entire country has the privilege of 
entertaining themselves by the various medium 
of communications, Kashmir is still suffering 
from the last summer’s high-speed internet kill 
switch.

Despite repeated pleas, even pitched by those 
who served the Indian cause in Kashmir, the 
valley is still grappling with slow-internet.

Medics doubling as Covid-19 combatants, 
students given mass promotion and working 
class anxious of their jobs are now waiting 
for the Indian apex court’s direction on the 
restoration of 4G internet in Kashmir.

Denial of these basic human rights has only 
deepened the gulf on ground. With the result, 
the childhood at the most beautiful place isn’t 
beautiful at all; it’s full of terror and scar.

Clearly, people in Kashmir are in pain.
And to overcome the bludgeoning anxiety, 

they’ve been suggested to revive traditional 
‘Daraev kin Darbar’, wherein people would talk 
through windows to maintain sanity in the state. 
This comes when the social spaces are already 
under curbs.

We all listen to whatever our national media 
shows it to us. But have we ever tried to hear any 
Kashmiri about their plight of living?

The place known for its rich culture and 
dazzling countenance has now turned into 
deserted land filled with barricades and 
concertina wires. And as the witness of daily 
brutality and violence, people in ‘paradise’ are 
suffocating today.

Is this what “our integral part” deserve? 
Are we still going to crib about our national 
lockdown?

Jyotsna Bharti is an intern with Kashmir 
Observer. She has previously worked with 
Republic TV.

Ban On High ...
through fixed line without any speed restric-
tions. However, in respect of mobile internet, 
speed has been restricted to 2G.

“While these restrictions have not posed 
any hindrance to COVID-19 control measures, 
they have reduced incidents of misuse of social 
media by way of uploading and circulation of 
provocative audio/video content, fake news, 
rumour mongering, coordination of militant 
activities and other such acts that rely upon high 
speed mobile connectivity,” reads the order.

“Upon consideration of the available inputs, 
and taking note of ‘misuse’ of social media 
applications in militant activities as also in 
adversely impacting public order, it is apparent 
that there is need for continuation of the speed 
restrictions on mobile internet services,” the 
order adds.

Postpaid sim card holders shall be provided 
with access to internet. However, such access 
shall not be made available on prepaid sim cards 
unless verified as per the norms applicable for 
postpaid connections, the order said.

Fixed line internet connectivity with mac-
binding shall be available, it added.

“The directions shall be effective from 
16.04.2020 and remain in force till 27.04.2020 
unless modified earlier.” The order adds.
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‘Don't Eat Raw, Undercooked Meat, 
C h i c k e n ’ : DFCO Kmr 

KPC initiates a fund for 
members in the fraternity who  
may be in dire need

174 Dedicated Beds For COVID-19 Cases At SKIMS Bemina
‘Hospital admitting coronavirus positive patients for secondary level care referred from various centres’
SRINAGAR:  Principal, SKIMS 
Medical College, Bemina, Prof. 
(Dr.) Reyaz Ahmad Untoo today 
said that SKIMS Medical College 
and Hospital, Bemina which is 
designated as COVID-19 hospital 
has 150 dedicated beds for Isola-
tion wards along with 20 beds in 
high dependence unit and 04 beds 
in ICU.
The Principal said that with all the 
arrangements in place, the hos-
pital has been able to handle CO-
VID-19 cases successfully and the 
administration is always working 
to further improve the facilities.

While giving details of the pro-
cedure for handling COVID-19 
cases, the Principal said that 
the designated Rapid Response 
Teams (RRT) receives the patient 
along with full information from 
the referral centres. The Medical 
Superintendent of the Hospital 
coordinates all activities within 
the Hospital after receiving the 

patient. He said that a roster for 
consultants, senior residents, ju-
nior residents, postgraduates and 
Paramedical staff ensures that any 
emergency related to COVID-19 is 
professionally taken care of.

The hospital has issued contact 
numbers for referral, so that all 
arrangements for the reception of 
the patient and further manage-
ment are put into full gear, before-
hand. 

The Principal said that the ra-
dio-diagnosis department has kept 
the facilities like portable X-rays, 
portable ultrasounds and ECG Ma-
chines near the wards and CT Scan 
has been covered properly with 
protective covering for use in case 
of COVID-19 patients. To tackle any 
Obstetric emergency in a COVID-19 
pregnant patient, the Department 
of Obstetrics has placed staff round 
the clock in OT, he further added.

The Principal said that the Hos-
pital is admitting COVID-19 posi-

tive patients for secondary level 
care referred from various centres. 
“At present some patients in early 
respiratory distress stand admitted 
and may need ventilator support 
as and when decided by the CO-
VID-19 management team treating 
the patient. Adequate arrange-
ments are in place for any type of 
medical need,” he said.

Regarding the medical supplies 
and other facilities, the Principal 
said the District Administration 
has helped in providing some PPE 
Kits besides accommodation in 
two Hotels wherein faculty and 
resident doctor staff has been 
placed as per roster duties. In ad-
dition to this, 40 rooms, 20 each in 
boys and Girls Hostels have been 

put into use for staff on duty. The 
patients are provided hygienic free 
food by the diet Section of the Hos-
pital.

The Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion is also providing PPE Kits, N95 
Masks, Sanitisers etc., he said.

The Principal said that the 
SKIMS Medical College was also 
actively participating in the 
screening of passengers arriving at 
Srinagar Airport till 22nd of March 
and has screened thousands of pa-
tients in coordination with Direc-
torate of Health Services Kashmir 
and Airport Authority of India.

He said that two dedicated am-
bulances have been kept for any 
emergency related to COVID-19 
patients.  Besides this, the hospital 
has five more ambulances avail-
able and some being used by the 
Department of Community Medi-
cine in awareness programmes in 
the catchment areas and the at-
tached Rural Block (Soibugh).

SRINAGAR: As the coro-
navirus outbreak is ripping 
apart economies and shatter-
ing the businesses, the media 
industry is also not immune 
to its ill effects. Some of our 
fraternity members may be in 
dire financial need during the 
ongoing crisis.

As such, Kashmir Press Club 
(KPC) is raising a fund for this 
purpose (Bank details below). 
We will try to help our associ-
ates with an amount for basic 
sustenance. As a first step KPC 
management has decided to 
dedicate Rs 1 Lakh from its ac-
count for this welfare fund.

We are also raising an ap-
peal for donations within 
the journalist community of 
Kashmir to help build this as 
a corpus fund to deal with 
this situation. You can donate 
even an amount as small as 
Rs 100 to this cause. This fund 
would be at the disposal of all 
the journalists of Kashmir, ir-
respective of fact that whether 
he is a KPC member or not. 
However, before disbursal, the 
KPC management committee 
would be well within its rights 
to scrutinize the requests and 
before taking a final call.

As a basic rule, only those 

members would be eligible to 
draw from the fund who have 
had no source of income dur-
ing this pandemic period or 
are facing serious hardships 
to sustain themselves/ de-
pendents.  The token amount 

(Rs. 3000/month during pan-
demic period) would be a 
kind of sustenance kit. But be-
fore the amount is disbursed 
to non-member journalists, 
two bonafide members of the 
KPC should recommend his/
her name. No names will be 

shared to maintain confiden-
tiality and uphold the dignity 
of our brethren in need.

You can either directly con-
tact management committee 
including President Shuja-ul-
Haq, Vice-President Moazum 

Mohammad, General Secre-
tary Ishfaq Tantry and Trea-
surer Farooq Javed Khan.

Or simply register your 
name with KPC Manager Mr 
Sajad Ahmad (9858394209) 
or Manager Accounts Mr Ya-
men Farooq (7006296204).

BANK DETAILS:
Account Name:  Kashmiri Press Club Welfare  Fund                                       
Account No:  SB/1112040100003880  
IFSC Code:  JAKA0POLOVW  
MICR Code:  190051050                                                                          
Bank Name:  J&K Bank (Polo View), Srinagar J&K

DIAL-EMMA
•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS
•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - (   Open   )

•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

This Day in History
•	 1799  -- Napoleonic Wars: The Battle of Mount Tabor - 

Napoleon drives Ottoman Turks across the River Jordan near 
Acre.

•	 1865 -  Battle of Columbus & West Point, GA (Ft Tyler)

•	 1913 -  The Bulgarians and the Turks agree to an armistice that 
will be accepted by the other nations involved

•	 1917 -  Lenin arrives back from exile in Russia at Finland 
Station, Petrograd to join the Russian Revolution

•	 1921 -  Liberal Freedom League forms in The Hague

•	 1922 -  German-Russian treaty signed in Italy, Soviet Union 
recognized

•	 1922  - Rapallo Agreement, between Germany and Russia, is 
signed

•	 1939  - Stalin requests British, French & Russian anti-nazi pact

•	 1943 -  40 NZ bombers attack Haarlem, Netherlands (85 
killed)

•	 1945 -  Red Army begins Battle of Berlin

•	 1945 -  US troops enter Nuremberg, Germany

•	 1946 -  1st US launch of captured V-2 rocket, White Sands, NM; 
8 km alt

•	 1953 -  British royal yacht Britannia launched by Queen 
Elizabeth II

•	 1957  - USSR performs atmospheric nuclear test

•	 1972  - Two giant pandas arrive in US from China

•	 1972  - Apollo 16 launched; 5th manned lunar landing 
(Decartes Highlands)

•	 1974  - USSR performs nuclear test at Eastern Kazakh/
Semipalitinsk USSR

•	 2003 -  Treaty of Accession is signed in Athens admitting 10 
new member states to the European Union

•	 2007 -  Virginia Tech massacre: The deadliest mass shooting 
in modern American history. The gunman, Seung-Hui Cho, kills 
32 people and injures 23 others before committing suicide.

•	 2012  - At least 55 people are killed in the Syrian uprising 
despite UN presence to oversee ceasefire

•	 2012 -  For the first time since 1977 no Pulitzer Prize is awarded 
for fiction

•	 2013 -  37 people are killed by a 7.8 magnitude earthquake in 
Khash country, Iran

•	 2014 -  South Korean ferry MV Sewol sinks on route Incheon 
to Jeju, 304 drown, mostly students. National controversy 
erupts over rescue efforts and actions of crew and owner.

•	 2017 -  Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan wins 
referundum on 18-article constitutional reform package
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Pervez Visit To Begin With 
Prayers 

NEW DELHI:  Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf will begin 
his two day India visit Saturday with prayers at dargah of Sufi 
saint Khwaja Moinudin Chisti at Ajmer before commencing 
extensive talks with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on all 
outstanding issues, including Kashmir, on Sunday.

Seeking to break fresh ground. Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh is expected to place new confidence building measures 
to carry forward the peace process in his talks with Pakistan 
President, who visits India on his first visit after the failed 
2001 Agra Summit.

Singh, who will hold parleys with Musharraf after witnessing 
the last one-day Indo-Pak cricket match for over an hour in the 
morning, is likely to suggest opening of additional bus routes 
and ways to promote tourism in Kashmir to enable people-to-
people contacts. A joint statement after the talks is not ruled 
out.

Official sources said that Musharraf, who will he 
accompanied by his wife Sebha and a 40-member delegation, 
has been conveyed Singh's suggestion that providing full 
security to the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service-was the 
"joint responsibility" of the two countries and signals from 
that side have been "positive".

On the eve of Musharraf s visit, the Prime Minister told a 
Chief Ministers' conclave here that "it is the joint responsibility 
of the Governments of India and Pakistan." to provide full 
security to the bus passengers. The two countries should fight 
the scourge of terrorism in the region, he added.

FIGHTING TERROR TOGETHER:
India and Pakistan can work together in fighting the sources 

of terrorism in the region making it clear it was their joint 
responsibility to ensure full security to the passengers of 
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service.      

He said "I do believe that it is the joint responsibility of the 
Governments of India and Pakistan, and of the local authorities 
on both sides of the line of control, to work together in 
providing full security cover to the bus service which is a 
service for peace and for promotion of reconciliation.”

"I sincerely hope we can work together in protecting the lives 
of innocent people and in lighting the sources of terrorism in 
the region," Singh said.

(Kashmir Observer, 16 April, 2005)

India to fire new CBMs At Pak

Vidyamandir Classes to organize NATacross 
nation for NEET and IIT/JEE aspirants 

NEW DELHI: Vidyamandir Classes are set 
to organize National Admission Test on 18th 
April across the nation through online medi-
umdue to the ongoing pandemic of Covid-19. 
This exam will be conducted digitallyfor the 
safety of students and to address the accessi-
bility issue. The last date for the registration 
of the NAT exam will be 17th April, 2020.

NAT is a qualifying test conducted by VMC 
for its foundation programs which is avail-
able in both classroom and online format. 
This exam is especially designed for IIT/JEE 
and NEET aspirants who want to be a part of 
the top engineering and medical colleges and 
wantto pursue courses in these streams. 

By scoring top grades in this exam meri-
torious students can get an opportunity to 
get 100 percent scholarship for other study 
programs at VMC. This exam is also a check 
for the students to understand their current 
potential and on the basis of marks obtained 
in NAT, students can comprehend their aca-
demic intellect. Since the past 33 years VMC 
has a proven track record of success in na-
tional competitive exams.

Speaking on this occasion, Vishnu 
Dutt Sharma, CEO, Vidyamandir Classes 

added,“Due to the current COVID 19 pan-
demic situation, on 2nd and 3rd Aprilwe 
conducted NAT through our online portal for 
the first time and we had an overwhelming 
response with the highest ever attendance 
rate. The Online NAT has truly turned out 
to be a huge success for VMC.As there is no 
major change in the current scenario, we are 
again conducting NAT test through the digi-
tal medium.This eligibilitytest is a golden op-
portunity for students to fully comprehend 
their ability to appear for IIT/JEE and NEET. 
It is an opportunity for the aspirants to kick 
startsthe preparation under the guidance of 
exceptional faculty members who are known 
in the industry and are teachers from pre-
mium engineering and medical colleges. Our 
unique study material churns out academic 
excellence in students and confidence in 
them to score higher marks in competitive 
exams. Above all, by attending NAT, students 
are taking a step ahead towards success in 
national level competitive exams. “

The registration fee for the exam is Rs.99/-
. The students can visit the website www.
vidyamandir.com for more information on 
NAT. 

Dy Mayor visits Dastgeer sahib, 
Naqshband sahib shrines to oversee 
sanitization works

Distribution of vegetable saplings kicks
start at Lalmandi
SRINAGAR: To promote cul-
tivation of vegetables by people 
in their kitchen gardens for im-
proved food security and physi-
cal activity, the department of 
Agriculture today kick started 
distribution of various vegetable 
saplings including hybrid tomato, 
saag (Khanyari), bottle gourd, cu-
cumber among the growers and 
kitchen garden lovers at Lalman-
di under the campaign “AAYEIN 
SABZI UGAYEIN”.

Director, Agriculture Kashmir, 
Altaf Aijaz Andrabi, said that the 
main aim of distribution of sap-
lings is to promote Kitchen Garden 
activities in both rural and urban 
areas of Kashmir division. The 
campaign is aimed at ensuring 
maximum reach out to the grow-
ers who could use their spaces and 
enjoy healthy supply of vegetables 
in these extra-ordinary circum-
stances. Andrabi impressed upon 
the officers of the department to 
promote the kitchen gardening 
in such a way that growers get 

more and more benefits from the 
scheme. He added that vegetable 
production not only contributes 
to the daily consumption of popu-
lation, but it can be adopted for 
commercial purpose as well. He 
said vegetable cultivation has a 
good potential of employment 
generation.

On the occasion, Director Agri-
culture said that the Department 
is committed to promote the 
Kitchen Garden Scheme and aims 
at providing quality vegetable 
saplings to the growers besides 
fulfilling domestic requirement to 
create surplus vegetables which 

could be transported to National 
as well as International market for 
resource generation.
During the distribution of vegeta-
ble saplings necessary guidelines 
issued by various organizations 
regarding Covid-19 (Social Dis-
tancing) were followed in letter 
and spirit. 
Among others Joint Director Agri-
culture, (Extension/Inputs), Chow-
dhary Mohammad Iqbal, Seed Pro-
duction Officer, Manzoor Ahmad 
Lone, In-charge, Kitchen Garden 
Altaf Ahmad and other concerned 
officers of the department were 
also present.

SRINAGAR: To oversee the sani-
tization works being carried out by 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC) 
in Khanyar and Rainawari areas, the 
Deputy Mayor, Parvaiz Ahmed Qadri 
along with the SMC’s special team of 
field functionaries in full protective 
gear and equipped with specialized 
machines visited Khanyar and Rain-
awari areas of the city today. 
The team sanitized Dastgeer Sahib 
Shrine in Khanyar, Naqashband Sahib 
Shrine in Nowhatta, JawaharLal Ne-
hru Memorial hospital in Rainawari, 
Gousia hospital in Khanyar and other 
public places in the surrounding areas.
On the occasion, sanitization chemical 
mixture was sprayed in the premises 
of shrines and hospitals and its adja-
cent areas.
The sanitization works was supervised 
by the Deputy Mayor who was accom-
panied by concerned Corporators and 
Ward Officer.
On the occasion, the Deputy Mayor 
informed that extensive sanitization 

drive is being carried out in Srinagar 
to break the chain of transmission of 
COVID 19.

People living in red zone areas in Bandipora complain 
about shortage of essentials

FCS&CA Kashmir 
appeals public not 
to pay extra for 
rice, flour
SRINAGAR:  The Department of 
Food Civil Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs (FCS&CA) Kashmir today ap-
pealed consumers not to pay any-
thing extra for the items bought from 
Ration Ghats or Fair Price shops.

According to FCS&CA, the price of 
Rice under NFSA is Rs 3/Kg for AAY 
and PHH categories and Rs 15/kg for 
NPHH category. Likewise, Rs 15 for 
J&KFES and Rs 23/kg for OMSS cat-
egories.

Similarly, the price of Wheat Flour 
(Atta) is Rs 3/Kg for AAY and PHH, and 
Rs 13/kg for NPHH consumers under 
NFSA.

Agencies

BANDIPORA: People living in 
red zone areas of district Bandipora 
have complained about the short-
age of essential items including 
medicines and food even as the 
administration has made tall claims 
about providing essentials to peo-
ple living in these areas.

Locals said that they have been 
left at God's mercy as there is no 
help from the authorities after 
their village was declared as red 
zone.

“Life is becoming hell here with 
each passing day as the authorities 
have not been able to provide es-
sential items including medicines,” 
they said. They alleged that no one 

comes to their village without doc-
tors’ team nor is anyone picking up 
their phone calls from the admin-
istration.

“The supply of medicines, milk 
and food has dried up after their 
area was declared as red-zone. We 
are facing acute shortage of es-
sentials despite tall claims made 
by the administration. Even the 
helpline numbers are a hoax as no-
body responds to repeated calls,” 
the locals alleged.

They said that even their neigh-
bouring villages do not allow them 
to enter their villages for the fear 
of contracting the virus. “I am a 
labourer and there is nothing to do 
when the whole country is under 
lockdown due to this deadly virus. 

We are vulnerable and can catch 
the virus if we go to work,” said a 
local from Gund-Jahengeer.

A senior official of the district 
claimed that they have been pro-
viding all the essential items in-
cluding medicines to the people 
living in red zone areas of the dis-
trict.

“We have also been tracing the 
contacts of positive patients in 
these areas to ensure the spread of 
virus is contained and more lives 
are saved,” he said.

Authorities have declared 12 vil-
lages as red zones in the district 
after 56 positive cases were re-
ported from these areas. The areas 
include Konan, Gund-Qaiser, Gund-
Dachina, Hakbara, Parrey Mohalla, 
Madwan, Pethkoot, Chandergair, 
Batagund, SK Bala, Gund-Jahengeer 
and Naidkhai.
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Why Concrete 
Barricades?

O
n Tuesday, the government went on erecting con-
crete barricades at the entry points to the areas 
declared red zones in Srinagar and some other 
parts of the Valley. In Srinagar, the barricades 

were set up at the newly declared red zone Natipora to  halt 
the movement of the people in and out of the area. By the 
very look of it, the step comes across as exceptionally harsh 
and, in a way, uncalled for. More so, when the cases in the 
Valley, especially in Srinagar have tended to flatten in re-
cent days.

The barricades, while they won’t stop the people walk-
ing out of these colonies seem specifically geared to stop the 
movement of traffic in and out of them. This is both ridicu-
lous and dangerous. What if there is a fire in these colonies 
and the fire brigade needs to move in? What if any person is 
taken seriously ill and needs to be moved to hospital? And if 
there are other exit routes from these colonies then what is 
the fun of blocking the one entry point with a concrete bar-
ricade?  There are no convincing answers.

These barricades make for an apocalyptic sight and 
should have been avoided. And that too at a time when the 
people have begun to volunteer to ensure social distancing 
in their respective colonies. They have also set up makeshift 
barricades which can be easily removed once the time to 
lift the lockdown. So, where did the need for officially sanc-
tioned concrete barricades come up? It is almost as if the 
government  thrives in strengthening the curbs on people, 
no doubt for valid reasons, but a part of it comprising the 
extreme measures like erecting barricades is almost being 
resorted to for its own sake.

Government has justified the concrete barriers on the 
grounds that the people have damaged and removed barri-
cades during nights. Underlying this rationale is a troubling 
assumption: that people are like cattle and so only the gov-
ernment can think for them and guide their behaviour in a 
particular direction.  This thinking also denies people any 
agency and so empowers the government to think for them.

Going by this understanding the government would 
need to micro-manage the public life to ensure people do not 
contract COVID-19. But the problem with this approach is 
that for all the all-encompassing powers of a modern gov-
ernment it can’t be ubiquitous and omnipotent. It has no 
option but to trust the people to do the right thing.  People 
need to be sufficiently informed about the disease and urged 
to follow the precautions and they will certainly obey the 
advice. Their powerful incentive to do so is that it is in their 
own interest.    

o t h e r  o p i n o n

A narrowing window: On 
extension of lockdown

I
t appeared inevitable, and the Centre has accepted the 
view of several States to extend the national lockdown for 
the novel coronavirus until May 3. The decision provides 
comfort and continuity to those in charge of containing 

the pandemic, but it is a small window within which an or-
derly exit must be planned. While announcing the extension, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke of incentivising areas 
that avert a spike in cases — over 10,000 nationally — through 
rigorous enforcement of the restrictions. These areas are to 
be allowed limited exemptions in activity after April 20, once 
they pass the ‘litmus test’ and are not at risk of becoming 
hotspots. Such a scheme naturally presumes that everyone 
can get a free or highly affordable confirmatory test for viral 
infection or recovery, which could place them in a green terri-
tory. Again, this has to be aligned with well-recognised proto-
cols on healthy behaviour to stop new infections. The Centre’s 
lockdown is the most rigorous globally, but it has witnessed 
severe gaps in implementation. Although the Home Minis-
try’s original 21-day order and subsequent enabling amend-
ments on farming had clear clauses, many States did not abide 
by them. So much so, the Union Home Secretary has had to 
restate the order’s provisions allowing inter- and intra-State 
movement of goods vehicles. Active follow-up with State gov-
ernments and clear instructions to enforcement agencies are 
necessary to help the public adhere to a curfew. The Prime 
Minister, who has affirmed the need to make full use of the 
rabi harvest, must ensure that intentions translate into re-
sults, and produce reaches the market. Failed communication 
— States are partly responsible — has resulted in distressing 
instances of arbitrary and often violent policing.

Further extensions of a lockdown appear less and less 
feasible, as pressure builds up in an economy rendered mori-
bund by the coronavirus. Millions of workers are already de-
pendent on meagre income substitution measures and food 
donations, and many face escalating private debt. The Fi-
nance Ministry’s welfare schemes need to be reviewed, and 
enhanced relief provided to all workers rendered unemployed 
through funds infusion and provision of food for at least six 
months. Those who have lost jobs, and senior citizens, should 
be able to enrol in the PDS online immediately. A gradual 
reopening of activity after May 3, going beyond essential ser-
vices will require classification of infection risk for various 
groups, such as school and college students, teachers, and 
workers. The reality of COVID-19 is that there cannot be a re-
turn to normal overnight, and governments must plan for a 
sequential restoration of activity. The effort should be to en-
able the workforce, ensuring its health and safety. 

The Hindu

Who Is Stealing My Socks?
There’s a clever thief or woolly goblin gobbling up my socks one at a time

Help Poor But Keep Your 
Camera At Home

R
ight to privacy is pro-
tected as intrinsic part 
of Right to Life and 
personal liberty under 

Article 21 and as a part of free-
dom guaranteed by part third of 
the Constitution of India. This 
right holds its importance equal-
ly even in these difficult times 
when Covid -19 has made many 
people needy to such an extent 
that they might be compromis-
ing their privacy.

Tranquility lies in serving 
people who are in need and this Co-
vid-19 has made many people time 
bound needy. The labourers don't 
beg, they work but in these circum-
stances they are helpless. Similarly 
many people with money and as-
sets are bound by the lockdown and 
have become themselves needy. 

In a nation of over a billion pop-
ulation where still 49% depend on 
primary sector to meet their basic 
requirements, crisis like Covid-19 
makes many vulnerable helpless. In 
last two to three weeks I have wit-
nessed people helping each other 
without considering caste, religion 
or ethnicity. But at the same time so-
cial media platforms like Facebook 
and Instagram were flooded with sto-
ries showcasing the brotherhood of 
mankind. But photos showing helper 
helping the helpless and then posting 
such photos for netizens to see and 
appreciate intrigues me. We need 
to realise one thing that it is good to 
help people but it's not necessary to 
flaunt the philanthropy by posting 
photos of charity on social media.

Over the past two weeks I saw 
people of high repute like the top 
level bureaucrats to the lowest in the 
hierarchy sharing photos in which 
they are helping people. I derive two 
basic assumptions from this :-

◆Either these people are trying 
to incite in us the general feeling 
of compassion and encourage us to 
work for humanity, then that is a 
very noble cause.

◆ Or they are trying to showing 
to people that they are helping and 
getting social media likes and atten-
tion; this has the least possibility.

But in both the cases there is a 
third person who is being helped. 
He has an equal self esteem and 
worth but due to some circumstanc-
es he isn't able to stand for himself 
or herself.

There is a little difference be-
tween use and abuse of camera; 
at one moment you might be us-
ing it while the next you might be 
abusing and disturbing someone's 

personal space and privacy. We 
should be very careful while using 
our camera these days. Most of the 
people who are being helped and 
whose photos are latter uploaded on 
social media sites are very poor and 
unaware of the social issues but the 
people who have knowledge and are 
in need don't come to ask for help 
fearing our smartphones as the 
Urdu poet puts it ;

Khud-dar mera shehar ka faqon 
sai mar gaya

ration to bat raha tha woh photo 
sai dar gaya

There are many needy people 
who don't ask for help fearing their 
self esteem and privacy may be at 
risk. We are still young in the age 
of social media and we have to learn 
everything good is not worth shar-
ing. Our smart phones sometimes 
outsmart us. We can give food to 
animals and birds and share those 
on social media. We enjoy a superi-
ority over someone doesn't mean we 
should be proclaiming sovereignty 
on social media. It has only been 
this decade and second half of last 
that we have started to use social 
media so as I said we are too young 
in this field and we have to learn 
and remind ourselves of the ethical 
issues related to these things.

By posting our photo in which 

we are helping others on social me-
dia we are not telling our future 
generation to work rather we are 
guiding them a thing with which 
they can pretend they are helping 
while they are not. The culture we 
are promoting by this is very poi-
sonous and it'll rust the roots of our 
ethics and social fabric.

It has a Islamic perspective too. 
Islam doesn't encourage show off 
and in matters of giving it tells us to 
remain extremely confidential.

People working in Public Ser-
vice Institutions should be highly 
conscious that these institutions 
have been brought only to help the 
general public and it is the duty of 
everyone to keep to ourselves the 
information shared by the people. 
We can't for mere social media at-
traction and Facebook likes ruin 
someone's prestige.

Some of us may say we take con-
sent from the person who is in the 
photo or video, but speak logically 
while keeping ourselves at their 
place would we like our photo to be 
posted on Facebook. I’m sure not.

-------

Author works at SKIMS, MCH 
Bemina. He can be reached at: 

turabi1294@gmail.com

AAbid TurAbi

Mick O’reilly  

I
s there a ghost or goblin that trolls washing 
machines in search of socks? Not so much 
socks, plural, but sock as in singular.

I’m convinced there is. And I’d be willing 
to go on a limb here and suggest that no matter 
where you live, no matter who does your washing, 
no matter how careful you are, this sock goblin 
has visited your washing machine on more than 
one occasion.

How often have you done your laundry and 
ended up with a single sock?

I am starting to get alarmed that I might be 
haunted by this demon?

I wouldn’t trust anybody now with my socks. 
Unless these casual cleaners have security clear-
ance from the Pentagon or bonded by Her Majes-
ty’s Secret Service, I wouldn’t trust them

Regularly, these past few weeks, a pair ends 
up as a single.

It’s done surreptitiously, you see, sometime 
between the time the door is closed and the ma-
chine is programmed and when the alarm goes off 
to inform you the load is done.

Socks go missing. Like, all the time.
I am almost at the stage where I am preparing 

a missing poster replete with a photograph of the 
remaining sock, and putting it up on lamp posts, 
community centres and at local stores.

I’ll rip down the ones for Missing Fluffy who 
wandered off three weeks ago – cats do that you 
know – or for cleaners offering their services and 
do things like laundry and ironing.

I wouldn’t trust anybody now with my socks. 
Unless these casual cleaners have security clear-
ance from the Pentagon or bonded by Her Majes-
ty’s Secret Service, I wouldn’t trust them.

Socks don’t just walk away on their own, you 
know.

I am convinced that there is a huge black mar-
ket out there from pirated socks. I can tell you 
without a word of a lie that right now, I am miss-
ing – doh! – a Homer Simpson sock. I can’t walk 
around wearing just one Homer, can I?

I’m also missing a plain black sock. And a 
white one too.

Stealing my socks
Who would want to steal socks. I have heard 

regularly of underwear and other ladies’ garments 
being stolen from washing lines. Washing lines?

My pairs don’t make it as far as the washing 
line and it’s there, usually with peg in hand, that I 
realise that I’ve been burgled, the victim of theft, 
robbed of my sock in broad daylight.

I know one man who believes he has a solution 
to this sock-theft ring. When he does his laundry, 
he uses a clothes peg to keep the pair of socks to-
gether in the washing machine in a desperate at-
tempt to foil this sure-footed thief or sock goblin.

And here, now, to you, I will admit I have tried 
this technique, pegging to socks together as I place 
them in the machine.

Sadly, this failed. I was left with one peg and 
one sock – the other vanished between wash, rinse 
and spin cycles.

Socks are not sentimental objects for me. I 

don’t horde them. I simply wear them, most of the 
time, when I’m not in a warm climate and wearing 
flipflops. But when you’re left with diminishing 
supply and only singular socks, it does get very 
frustrating.

This theft ring has left me now at the stage 
where I count my socks as I place them in the 
washing machine. It’s a matter of sanity. One pair, 
two pairs, three pairs, four pairs.

Eight socks in all. Yes, and I count them again 
to make sure. Yes, eight socks. Shut the washing 
machine door, put in the powder and lavender-
scented fabric softener that keeps your colours 
bright like new.

And then the machine does its thing, rumbles 
and tumbles. But when you open the door, you end 
up with three pairs and a single. Daylight robbery, 
it is. Aghhhhhh!

Gulf News

In a nation of over 
a billion population 

where still 49% depend on 
primary sector to meet their 
basic requirements, crisis like 
Covid-19 makes many 
vulnerable helpless. In last 
two to three weeks I have 
witnessed people helping 
each other without 
considering caste, religion or 
ethnicity. But at the same time 
social media platforms like 
Facebook and Instagram were 
flooded with stories 
showcasing the brotherhood of 
mankind. But photos showing 
helper helping the helpless and 
then posting such photos for 
netizens to see and appreciate 
intrigues me. We need to realise 
one thing that it is good to help 
people but it's not necessary to 
flaunt the philanthropy by 
posting photos of charity on 
social media.
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New Delhi: Here are the latest 
updates on the coronavirus cri-
sis in India and other parts of the 
world on Wednesday.
11:42 a.m.
Fight against COVID-19 is moth-
er of all World Cups, India’s head 
cricket coach Ravi Shastri says.
11:40 a.m.
Fresh guidelines were issued by 
the government for enforcing 
the second phase of the corona-
virus lockdown, with the Union 
home ministry barring all kinds 
of public transport and prohibit-
ing opening of public places till 
May 3.
11:38 a.m.
China did not give Americans 
access when it was needed the 
most in the beginning, US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo has 
said, demanding answers and 
transparency from Beijing over 
its handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic.
11:36 a.m.
Stray dogs may have played role 
in novel coronavirus origin, 
study says.
11:35 a.m.
Fifty six new COVID-19 cases 
detected in Gujarat as state tally 
jumps to 695.
Two more COVID-19 deaths in 
Gujarat as state’s toll reaches 30.
11:19 a.m.
Authorities in Kashmir seal off 
containment zones to ensure 
strict lockdown.
10:59 a.m.
New disinfection robot can clean 
large surfaces quickly and aid 
cleaners in COVID-19 fight.
10:58 a.m.
Trump names six Indian-Ameri-
cans to Great American Econom-
ic Revival Industry Groups.
10:36 a.m.
Twenty nine fresh COVID-19 
cases in Rajasthan as the number 
rises to 1,034 in the state.
Stranded foreign students facing 
economic hardships can apply 
for off campus work authorisa-
tion, US says.
10:33 a.m.
IMF calls on all countries to re-
frain from putting restrictions 
on exporting medical supplies.

10:20 a.m.
UK will recover ‘quickly and 
strongly’ after COVID-19 crisis, 
UK finance minister Rishi Sunak 
says.
10:18 a.m.
Bat coronavirus found in two In-
dian bat species, study says.
10:15 a.m.
China shuts down its largest 
makeshift hospital in Wuhan as 
last batch of medics leave.
9:50 a.m.
The death toll due to coronavirus 
rose to 377 while the number of 
cases in the country climbed to 
11,439, Union Health Ministry 
says.
9:45 a.m.
The lone COVID-19 patient in 
Meghalaya died on Wednesday 
morning, Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma said.
9:33 a.m.
Five more persons tested posi-
tive to coronavirus in Dharavi, 
taking the total number of such 
cases in Mumbai’s slum area to 
60, senior civic official says.
9:25 a.m.
All five who died of COVID-19 
in Bhopal were 1984 gas tragedy 
victims.
9:21 a.m.
President Donald Trump an-
nounces halting America’s 
funding of up to USD 500 million 
annually to the WHO while a re-
view is being done to assess its 
role in “severely mismanaging 
and covering up” the spread of 
the deadly coronavirus when it 
first emerged in China.
9:02 a.m.
China’s recent COVID-19 cases 
jump to 1,500 amid exodus of Chi-
nese from Russia.
8:33 a.m.
Now is not the time to reduce 
resources for WHO as it fights 
COVID-19, UN chief Antonio 
Guterres says.
7:55 a.m.
US registers record one-day toll of 
2,129 as the total number of deaths 
crosses 25,000 in the country.
7:36 a.m.
US President Donald Trump says 
he would leave it to individual 
governors to decide on reopen-
ing the economy in their respec-
tive States.

Corona patients can spread 
infection two to three days before 
symptoms show: Study

Business
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Trump Cuts Off US Funding
To WHO Amid Raging Pandemic
Agencies

W
ashington: US 
President Donald 
Trump has halted 
funding to the 

World Health Organization 
over its handling of the coro-
navirus pandemic, drawing 
condemnation from infectious 
disease experts as the global 
death toll continued to mount.

Trump said Tuesday that he 
was cutting off U.S. payments to 
the WHO accusing the world body 
of failing to do enough to stop the 
virus from spreading when it first 
surfaced in China.

Trump, who has reacted angrily 
to criticism of his administration’s 
response to the worst epidemic in a 
century, has become increasingly 
hostile towards the WHO.

“The WHO failed in its basic 
duty and must be held account-
able,” Trump said at a briefing. He 
said the U.S. would be reviewing 
the WHO’s actions to stop the vi-
rus before making any decision on 
resuming aid.

Nearly 2 million people glob-
ally have been infected and more 
than 124,000 have died since the 
disease emerged in China late last 
year, according to a Reuters tally.

Leading health experts have 
labelled Donald Trump’s decision 
to cut funding to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as a “crime 
against humanity” and a  “dam-
nable” act that will cost lives, re-
ported the Guardian.

There was no immediate 
comment from the Geneva-based 

organization on Trump’s an-
nouncement. But when asked 
about possible U.S. funding cuts 
during a regular U.N. briefing ear-
lier Tuesday, WHO spokeswoman 
Margaret Harris responded, “Re-
gardless of any issues, our work 
will go on.”

The move also drew a rebuke 
from the head of the United Na-
tions, who said the WHO was “abso-
lutely critical to the world’s efforts 
to win the war against Covid-19”.

Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said it was not the time 
to reduce resources for the WHO.

“Now is the time for unity and 
for the international community to 
work together in solidarity to stop 
this virus and its shattering conse-
quences,” he said in a statement.

The United States is the big-
gest overall donor to the WHO, 
contributing more than $400 mil-
lion in 2019, roughly 15 per cent of 
its budget.

Last week, Trump blasted the 
WHO for being “China-centric” 
and alleging that it had “criti-
cized” his ban on travel from Chi-
na as the COVID-19 outbreak was 
spreading from the city of Wuhan.

The WHO generally takes care 
not to criticize countries on their 
national policies, and it was not 
immediately clear what specific 
criticism Trump was alluding to.

Trump himself showed def-
erence to China at the beginning 
stages of the outbreak.

“China has been working 
very hard to contain the Corona-
virus,” he tweeted Jan. 24. “The 
United States greatly appreciates 

their efforts and transparency. It 
will all work out well. In particu-
lar, on behalf of the American Peo-
ple, I want to thank President Xi!”

Asked Tuesday about the 
appropriateness of seeking to 
cut the WHO’s funding in the 
middle of a worldwide viral 
outbreak, Trump said the re-
view would last 60 to 90 days.

“This is an evaluation period, 
but in the meantime, we’re put-
ting a hold on all funds going to 
World Health,” Trump said.

Trump has also complained 
that other countries give substan-
tially less than the U.S., singling 
out China.

The American Medical As-
sociation immediately called on 
Trump to reconsider his decision.

“During the worst public 
health crisis in a century, halting 
funding to the World Health Or-
ganization is a dangerous step in 
the wrong direction that will not 
make defeating COVID-19 easier,” 
AMA President Patrice A. Harris 
said in a statement.

Harris said international co-
operation is needed to fight the 
virus, along with science and data.

“Cutting funding to the WHO, 
rather than focusing on solutions, 
is a dangerous move at a precarious 
moment for the world,” she said.

Richard Horton, the editor-in-
chief of the Lancet medical jour-
nal, wrote that Trump’s decision 
was “a crime against humanity 
… Every scientist, every health 
worker, every citizen must resist 
and rebel against this appalling 
betrayal of global solidarity.”

US may need to extend social distancing 
for virus until 2022, says study
AGENCIES

United States: The United 
States may need to endure 
social distancing measures 
adopted during the corona-
virus outbreak until 2022, 
according to researchers at 
the Harvard School of Pub-
lic Health.

The study comes as more 
than 2,200 people died in the 
United States from the out-
break on Tuesday, a record, 
according to a Reuters tally, 
even as the country debated 
how to reopen its economy. 
The overall death toll in the US 
from the virus stands at more 

than 28,300 as of Tuesday.
“Intermittent distancing 

may be required into 2022 un-
less critical care capacity is 
increased substantially or a 
treatment or vaccine becomes 
available”, the Harvard re-
searchers said in findings pub-
lished Tuesday in the Journal 
Science.

Giving examples of South 
Korea and Singapore, the re-
searchers wrote that effective 
distancing could reduce the 
strain on healthcare systems 
and enable contact tracing and 
quarantine to be feasible.

The study acknowledged 
that prolonged distancing 

would most likely have pro-
foundly negative economic, 
social, and educational conse-
quences.

The study added that even 
in the case of “apparent elimi-
nation”, Covid-19 surveillance 
should still be maintained, as 
a resurgence in contagion may 
be possible as late as 2024.

The World Health Organ-
isation has warned that infec-
tions had “certainly” not yet 
peaked.

Nearly 2 million people 
globally have been infected 
and more than 124,000 have 
died in the most serious pan-
demic in a century.

As Countries Grapple To 
Contain Outbreak, Covid Cases 
Worldwide Cross Two Million

Pakistan Clerics To 
Resume Group Prayers In 
Mosques Even As Govt 
Extends Lockdown
Agencies

Islamabad: In clear defiance 
of the government directives, 
hardline clerics in Pakistan 
on Tuesday announced they 
would resume congregational 
prayers in mosques, even as 
the coronavirus cases in the 
country rose to nearly 6,000.

The government has 
banned prayer congregations of 
more than five people as part of 
its measures to curb the spread 
of the deadly coronavirus.

Despite the government’s 
pleas to observe social distanc-
ing, a group of hardline cler-
ics held a meeting in Karachi 
to discuss the issue of ban on 
such prayers and made the an-
nouncement before media at 
the Karachi Press Club.

Mufti Taqi Usmani, a reli-
gious scholar and former judge 
of the Federal Sharia Court, 
who was part of consultation, 
said it was decided that five time 
prayers as well Friday prayers 
would be held in mosques.

He, however, said that the 
“precautionary measures” of 
the government would be tak-
en to avoid the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The clerics’ decision came 

as the government announced 
to extend the lockdown for an-
other two weeks until April 30.

Those present at a press 
conference after the meet-
ing included representatives 
from the Jamiat-e-ulema Is-
lam, Jamiat-e-ulema Paki-
stan, Jamaat-i-Islami and 
Tanzeem-e-Islami among oth-
er religious parties.

The decision came despite 
announcement by Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan to meet the 
clerics in order to discuss the 
issue of gathering in mosques 
in the holy month of Ramadan, 
which will start from April 25.

On Monday, over 53 senior 
clerics of Rawalpindi and Is-
lamabad belonging to the Wa-
faqul Madaris al Arabia held a 
meeting in Jamia Darul Uloom 
Zakria to discuss the ban on 
prayer congregations, Dawn 
News reported.

The Monday meeting—at-
tended by clerics representing 
various seminaries, banned 
groups, proscribed persons 
and political and non-political 
parties—warned the authori-
ties against the ban and said 
government leaders should 
abide by religious norms and 
seek forgiveness.

Health Ministry Identifies 
170 Corona Hotspots In India

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: The Union Health Ministry has identified 170 districts as 
COVID-19 hotspots and 207 districts as potential hotspots, officials said 
on Wednesday, reiterating that there has been no community trans-
mission of the disease in the country so far.

Addressing the daily briefing to provide updates on coronavirus 
situation in the country, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Health Lav 
Agarwal said that states have been asked to classify districts which 
have reported a higher number of cases as hotspots, the districts where 
cases have been reported as non-hotspots, and green zones where no 
cases have been reported.

“Hotspots are those districts which are reporting more number of 
cases or where the rate of growth of COVID-19 cases is high,” Agarwal 
said, adding a detailed direction has been issued to states stating con-
solidated efforts are required to utilise this period of lockdown to curb 
the spread of the virus.

“Cabinet secretary held a video conference today with all chief 
secretaries, DGPs, health secretaries, collectors, SPs, municipal com-
missioners and CMOs where hotspots were discussed and orientation 
on field level implementation of containment strategy was given.

“They were told about large outbreak containment strategies, 
cluster containment strategies. Delineation of buffer and containment 
zone, parameter mapping, defining of entry and exit points were also 
discussed in detail,” he said.

The joint secretary said movement of people will not be allowed in 
containment zones except for those related with essential services and 
special teams will search for new cases and samples will be collected 
and tested as per sampling criteria.

The officials said that health facilities in buffer zone outside the 
containment zone will be oriented and people facing SARI and influen-
za-like symptoms will be tested there.

Press Trust Of India

Beijing: Patients with CO-
VID-19 shed, or excrete, infec-
tious coronavirus two to three 
days before showing first symp-
toms, according to a modelling 
study which says control mea-
sures taken after symptoms ap-
pear may have a reduced effect 
in curbing the pandemic.

The study, published in 
the journal Nature Medicine, 
noted that several factors can 
affect the efficacy of control 
measures designed to prevent 
the spread of the novel corona-
virus, SARS-CoV-2.

These include the time 
between successive cases in a 
chain of transmission, and the 
incubation period between ex-
posure to an infection and the 
appearance of symptoms, ac-
cording to researchers, includ-
ing Eric Lau from the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong.

If the serial interval is 
shorter than the incubation pe-
riod, this would indicate that 
transmission may have hap-
pened before overt symptoms 
develop, they said.

In the study, the scientists 
assessed the temporal patterns 
of viral shedding in 94 patients 
with COVID-19 admitted to 
Guangzhou Eighth People's 
Hospital in China.

They analysed throat 
swabs collected from these pa-
tients from when symptoms 
first appeared until 32 days 
later.

According to the study 
414 swabs were analysed, and 
the scientists found that the 
patients had the highest viral 
load at the onset of symptoms.

They also modelled CO-
VID-19 infectiousness profiles 
from a different sample of 77 
�transmission pairs' from pub-
licly available data.

n e w s  m a k e r s

Stray Dogs May Have Played 
Role In Novel Coronavirus Origin: Study

Saudi forces kill man who refused 
to leave home: Activists

T
oronto: Scientists 
tracing signatures of 
the novel coronavi-
rus across different 

species, have proposed that 
stray dogs—specifically dog 
intestines—may have con-
tributed to the origin of the 
pandemic.

According to the study, 
published in the journal Mo-
lecular Biology and Evolu-
tion, many animals, begin-
ning with snakes and most 
recently, pangolins, have all 
been put forth as the likely 
intermediate hosts transmit-
ting the virus, SARS-CoV-2, 
from bats to humans.

However, according to 
Xuhua Xia from the Univer-
sity of Ottawa in Canada, the 
viruses isolated from these 
animals are too divergent 

from SARS-CoV-2.
“Our observations have 

allowed the formation of a 
new hypothesis for the origin 
and initial transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2,” Xia said.

“The ancestor of SARS-
CoV-2 and its nearest rela-
tive, a bat coronavirus, in-

fected the intestine of canids, 
most likely resulting in a 
rapid evolution of the virus 
in canids and its jump into 
humans,” Xia said.

With scientists across the 
world scrambling to identify 
the species of origin to un-
derstand how the new coro-

navirus first leapt from its 
animal hosts to humans, the 
researcher believes the find-
ings highlight the need for 
monitoring SARS-like coro-
naviruses in feral dogs.

According to Xia, the cur-
rent study is based on the 
battle scars viruses get from 
fighting off and evading the 
host’s immune system using 
adaptations found within 
their genomes.

He said humans and 
mammals have a key anti-
viral protein, called ZAP, 
which can stop a virus in its 
tracks by preventing its mul-
tiplication in the host and de-
grading its genome.

Xia said ZAP targets 
a pair of chemical letters, 
called CpG dinucleotides, 
within its RNA genome.

A 
Saudi citizen who 
refused government 
orders to give up his 
home to make way 

for a new mega-project was 
killed by security forces, ac-
cording to Saudi activists.

The man, who identified 
himself as Abdul Rahim Ah-
mad al-Hwaiti, said in a video 
posted online he was from the 
town of al-Khraybah in the 
northwest Red Sea region. 
He and other residents were 
being pressured by the gov-
ernment to give up their prop-
erties and accept financial 
compensation, he said.

Al-Hwaiti said in one vid-
eo uploaded on YouTube that 
"anyone who refuses to leave 
the area would be arrested 
by government agents". He 

called the government's move 
"forced displacement".

"This is my home," he said, 
adding he would not move 
elsewhere in Saudi Arabia be-
cause he considers his tribal 
area his "own homeland".

Al-Hwaiti said residents 
of the area do not want to be 
uprooted but are now living in 
fear because of what security 
forces might do to them.

"Nine people from my area 
have been arrested so far and I 
am sure I will be next - or even 

killed," he said in one video. 
"I am sure if they kill me they 
would put weapons around my 
body and claim I was a terrorist." 

According to Saudi activ-
ists, al-Hwaiti was shot dead 
after recording his last video 
documenting security forces 
storming his property. The 
Saudi government has not 
commented on the alleged kill-
ing. Calls to two government 
officials seeking comment rang 
unanswered on Wednesday.

Al-Hwaiti hails from the 
powerful al-Huwaitat tribe 
who are based in three coun-
tries: Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
and the Sinai in Egypt. The al-
Huwaitat have resided in the 
region for more than 800 years, 
predating the Saudi state itself 
by many centuries over.
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Azra Mufti

R
eading is an activ-
ity not passivity. 
When we read, our 
senses are com-

pletely engrossed in the 
words and the ideas get 
transferred to our brains. 
People who are voracious 
readers get a chance to live 
multiple lives and view life 
from a larger lens rather 
than a myopic one. Read-
ers turn out to be successful 
people as their broadened 
vision opens myriad choic-
es for them.

As an adolescent, my 
attention was incorrigibly 
drawn towards classic lit-
erature, I used to enjoy ev-
ery word I read, I connected 
with the characters and felt 
a strong connection with 
them, I remember writing 
essays like, “what would I 
do had I been Jane Eyre”, 
“What lesson did I learn 
from Wuthering Heights”, 
“who is my favourite char-
acter in Pride and Preju-
dice”? I have a rich tapestry 
of varied memories some-
how connected to my favou-
rite stories and characters. I 
owe a lot to my reading hab-
it and it has helped me with-
stand the vagaries of time.

During this quaran-
tine, I have seen a lot of 
people exchanging books to 
overcome their monotony 
and boredom. I updated a 
single post on availability 
of books and got messages 
from about fifty girls ask-
ing for the same. It made 
me happy to know the fact 
that we have so many read-
ers in our Valley. Reading 
is gaining momentum these 

days and people are making 
best use of their quaran-
tine time. There is one good 
news for readers. If you 
love reading books and find 
solace in words, there are a 
lot of creative opportunities 
that you may cherry pick. 
Some of these are:

Literary Agents: A per-
son who acts as an agent 
between an author and a 
publisher. Most of the tra-
ditional publishing houses 
like Penguin, Hachette and 
HarperCollins do not accept 
unsolicited manuscripts; 
they rely on literary agents 
for the same, literary agent 
helps to get a manuscript 
out of the slush pile. The 
agent in return is given a 
commission from royalty. 
A literally agent helps an 
author make more money 
than he or she would oth-
erwise make. They suggest 
changes to the manuscript 
before signing the contract. 
If you are an avid reader, 
you might prove to be a lit-
erary agent in making.

Archivist: if you love 
history and books, then 
this might prove to be your 

dream job. It requires a de-
gree in library science or 
archival science; they deal 
with strange unpublished 
material and are in charge 
of processing and catalogu-
ing important documents. 
An archivist should have a 
great understanding of his-
torical concepts. Archivists 
mainly deal with record 
keeping and they should 
know the importance of 
these documents.

Book Reviewer: People 
are always looking out at 
fresh releases, be it movies 
or books, companies and 
websites are looking out for 
new takes for fresh arrivals. 
Book reviewers give an un-
biased view of the books that 
are new in market and most-
ly these reviews determine 
the sales also. Getting paid 
to read a book is something 
everybody will desire and 
book reviewers actually get 
this money. A critical think-
ing and passion for reading 
is what a book reviewer 
needs. Before publishing a 
book, manuscripts are sent 
to book reviewers to suggest 
edits and rectify mistakes; 

these reviewers often bring 
twists and turns in a book 
to make it more appealing to 
public.

Copywriter: next time 
you like any content on 
billboard, pamphlet or bro-
chure, note it that it I the 
job of a copywriter. In this 
digital world where content 
is considered as king, con-
tent writers are very much 
in demand. A copywriter 
needs to have an eye for de-
tail and excellent language 
skills. Copy writing can 
come in different forms like 
web content, creating blogs, 
biography writing or writ-
ing annual reports. To be a 
great copywriter, you just 
need to have excellent read-
ing and writing skills. 

Proof Reader: if you 
are a grammar Nazi, then 
this might be a perfect job 
for you. Proof readers look 
for grammatical mistakes, 
spelling errors and sen-
tence correction.

Azra Mufti is the author 
of ‘Tearful Pages and Shat-

tered Dreams’

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Calming Anxiety

Meghan Tuohy Walls, PsyD

I
f you feel stressed about corona-
virus, you’re not alone. Corona-
virus (COVID-19) has had ripple 
effects into almost every aspect of 

our lives. With schools and workplaces 
closed for now, it’s affected the way we 
live every day. So much has changed in 
such a short time.

It’s natural to feel anxiety when we 
face a crisis, the unknown, or sudden 
change. It’s a normal reaction to feel the 
need for safety, certainty, predictability, 
and control.

Anxiety is a normal emotion and 
serves as a signal to pay attention so we 
can protect ourselves. Anxiety alerts us. It 
prompts us to adapt. But when we’re over-
whelmed by anxiety, it sometimes can do 
more harm than good.

When anxiety becomes overwhelming, 
we’re less able to rise to a challenge, and 
sometimes we get stuck.

Here are some tips that can help you 
cope with anxiety and give you a sense of 
control even during an uncertain time. 
Many are simple techniques with proven 
benefits.

Follow the advice of experts. First, know 
what to do to avoid the spread of germs. This 
not only helps keep you safer, it gives you 

and your kids a sense of control! Follow the 
expert guidelines for health and safety. Wash 
your hands well and often. Keep surfaces 
clean. Stay at home. Keep a safe distance 
from others. When you do these things, you 
protect yourself, your family, and your com-
munity.

Notice, label, and accept your emo-
tions. When you feel anxious, quietly say to 
yourself, “OK, there’s my anxiety again.” 
Just putting a label on what we feel helps 
reduce our concern.

Accept anxiety as one of your many 
emotions. Don’t ignore it, fight it, reject it, 
or be afraid of it. Don’t judge yourself for 
feeling it. Be kind. Give yourself permis-
sion to be human.

Keep it in perspective and notice the 
good. Don’t let anxiety run the show. It’s 
one part of your emotional life, but it’s not 
the whole thing. Leave room to challenge 
yourself: Is there anything going well? 
What positive things have happened that 
make me think this anxious thought might 
not be accurate?

Direct your attention or practice 
mindfulness. When you notice anxious 
thoughts, know that you don’t have to 
dwell on them. Direct your attention to 
things that help you feel calm. You can use 
techniques such as guided imagery (eas-
ily found on YouTube or Google Video) or 

mindfulness practices that help you focus 
on being in the moment.

Practice breathing. Just pausing to 
take a breath can calm you in a difficult 
moment. It can help you pause before you 
react, and choose how to react. Specifi-
cally, “belly breathing” or diaphragmatic 
breathing is most helpful. Practice for 5–10 
minutes a day. Try an app like “Belly Bio” 
that is free to download.

Reach out to others. Staying in touch 
with friends and family is good for you and 
for them. Feeling close to others reduces 
anxiety, and has been known to boost the 
immune system. Even though we’re stay-
ing home, we can reach out by phone, video 
chat, or social media. We can feel close, even 
while we’re apart. Practice physical distanc-
ing, but social togetherness.

Practice gratitude. Noticing what 
we’re grateful for is a powerful remedy 
to anxiety. Showing gratitude is another 
way to feel close to others. It benefits your 
mood and your health. Say a simple heart-
felt thank-you. Make a list of what you’re 
grateful for. Send a letter to someone who’s 
helped you. Let loved ones know how much 
they mean to you.

Be awed by nature. Even 5 minutes 
spent appreciating nature can lower anxi-
ety and blood pressure. It raises emotional 
well-being. It reminds us we are part of 
something bigger than ourselves.

active. Even though we are staying at 
home, find ways to be active every day. There 
are plenty of ways to be active outdoors and 
still practice social distancing. Exercise relax-
es you. It generates hormones that boost the 
body’s immune system. If you can’t get out, 
take a fitness class online.

Keep your balance. Calming anxiety 
doesn’t mean ignoring problems. It’s about 
finding our balance so we can cope well; 
so we can help ourselves and each other 
though this situation. We can find calm and 
well-being even when we face great uncer-
tainty.

Know when to reach out for help. If 
your anxiety seems overwhelming — if 
you’re having trouble sleeping, eating, 
or interacting in the ways you normally 
would — get help. Most behavioral health 
providers are offering telehealth visits 
during this time and can schedule with 
new patients. Don’t be afraid to reach out 
for help during this stressful time! (Kids 
Health)

Govt Of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Chairperson, District Disaster Management 

Authroity (DDMA)/ Deputy Commissioner Bandipora
 
The Sr. Superintendent of of Police , Bandipora
 Sub Divisional Magistrate, Sumbal
 Chief Medical Officer, Bandipora
No: DCB/PS/2020/544-49 Dated: 14/04/2020
Subject: Helpline Numbers for Red Zone Areas of District Bandipora
 Sir,
 I am enclosing a list alongwith contact numbers of teams, headed by concerned tehsildars, consti-
tuted for each of red zones of distrcit bandipora, for the convenience & facilitation of general public 
of the said areas,with the request that concerned officers/official be directed to respond to the 
calls effectively and to ensure time bound resolution/provision of grievances/services.

Yours Faithfully,

Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, KAS
DIPK-161/20  Chairpersons, DDMA/Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora

Government of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory.

Office of the Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Baramulla.

CORRIGENDUM

Subject: Invitation of Tenders.

Reference: This office NIT No: 01/01-10/2020-21/RnB/Bla   Dated  01.04.2020 
In view of the extension of Lockdown due to Corona Virus, the dates for above referred NIT is 
hereby extended as mentioned below.

1 Bidding documents download 
end date

05.05.2020 4:00PM

2 Bid Submission End Date 05.05.2020 upto 4:00PM

3 Date and time of Opening of 
Bids (Online)

06.05.2020 upto 11:00AM 

All other terms and conditions shall remain intact as mentioned in the original NIT.

No: 47-50  -sd-
Dated: 14.04.2020  Executive Engineer,

                                                                                                                              R&B Division Baramulla 

DIPK-149/20

Love to Read? Here are 
Some Career Choices
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Petrol, Diesel Demand To Pick Up As 
Trucks Allowed To Ply Amid COVID-19 
Lockdown Extension

FSSAI guidelines ask food business 
operators to maintain hygiene, safety 
amid COVID-19 outbreak

Find out how COVID-19 
has impacted movement 
of public across the world; 
Apple releases data

Sensex tumbles 310 points to 
close near 30400-mark; Nifty 
finishes below 9000

No one is now safe: Media report predicts second wave of 
job loss amid COVID-19 pandemic

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Petrol and diesel con-
sumption, which saw its biggest ever 
decline in the aftermath of a nation-
wide lockdown, is likely to pick up in 
the second half of the month as the 
government has allowed trucks to ply 
as well as farmers and industries in 
rural areas to resume operations after 
April 20.

Petrol and diesel sales had fallen by 
over 66 per cent and aviation turbine 
fuel (ATF) consumption collapsed by 
90 per cent as the unprecedented 
nationwide lockdown shut factories, 
stopped road and rail transportation 
and suspended flights.

"The government has allowed inter 
and intra-state movement of goods 
traffic by road as well as rail. Also, 
farming operations, as well as indus-
tries outside municipal limits, have 
also been allowed to operate from 
April 20. All these will involve fuel 
consumption," a top industry official 
said.

Trucks are the biggest user of die-
sel. Diesel is also used as fuel in the 
harvester and other agri equipment. 
Some goods train also run on diesel.

The official said that all these ac-
tivities will allow diesel demand 
to pick up in the latter part of the 
month. Also, vehicles used by e-
commerce operators will be allowed 

to ply. These vehicles would largely 
use petrol. "There isn't much hope 
for ATF but petrol and diesel demand 
certainly will look up if all the indus-
tries and activities permitted by the 
government resume operations from 
April 20," the official said.

The government hasn't yet allowed 
resumption of domestic and interna-
tional flights. Also, road construction 
and resuming on work on projects 
in industrial clusters has been al-
lowed, which too would consume fuel, 
he said. As part of a plan to exit the 
world's biggest lockdown and revive 
stalled economic activity, the govern-
ment on Wednesday allowed makers 
of information technology hardware, 
farmers and industries in rural areas to 
resume operations after April 20.

This came a day after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi extended a nation-
wide lockdown to May 3 to prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. The lockdown 
was first imposed on March 25 for 21 
days. From April 20, the government 
will lift restrictions on e-commerce 
companies, goods movement by roads 
and restart port and air cargo opera-
tions.

Factories beyond municipal limits 
including those in the food processing 
industry, mining, packaging material, 
oil and gas exploration and refineries 
will be allowed to operate. Road con-
struction, irrigation projects, construc-

tion work and projects in industrial 
areas such as SEZ and EoUs will be al-
lowed to operate.

The official said both public and pri-
vate sector oil refineries had cut down 
their run-rate following the drop in 
demand. Petrochemical plants too had 
shutdown as products like polymers 
they produced were not being lifted 
by user industries such as plastics and 
packaging unit.

He said that now with packaging 
industry allowed to operate, some of 
the products from packed godowns 
will move, allowing resumption of 
petrochemical units. The collapse of 
demand in the world's third-biggest 
consuming nation during April came 
on the back of worst fuel sales in more 
than a decade recorded in March 2020.

The country's petroleum product 
consumption fell 17.79 per cent to 
16.08 million tonnes in March. Diesel, 
the most consumed fuel in the coun-
try, saw demand contract by 24.23 per 
cent to 5.65 million tonnes.

This is the biggest fall in diesel 
consumption the country has record-
ed as most trucks went off-road and 
railways stopped plying trains. Petrol 
sales dropped 16.37 per cent to 2.15 
million tonnes in March as the 21-
day nationwide lockdown enforced 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
took most cars and two-wheelers off 
the road.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:Food regulator FSSAI on 
Wednesday issued guidelines related 
to hygiene and safety that food busi-
ness operators (FBOs) need to follow 
during the coronavirus disease out-
break.

In its 14-page 'Food Hygiene and 
Safety Guidelines for food businesses 
during coronavirus disease (COV-
ID-19) pandemic', the FSSAI has sug-
gested various measures that need to 
be taken by the FBOs.

"These specific measures, detailed 
in the document, include maintain-
ing high levels of personal hygiene; 
excluding COVID-19 infected persons 
from the operations; practicing social 
distancing; and appropriate cleaning/
sanitisation of the food operations' 
premises, food contact materials etc," 
FSSAI said in a statement.

As per the guidelines, food busi-
ness owners or employers should 
have a COVID 19 screening protocol 
in place to screen all personnel en-
tering the premises. Those with 
temperature more than 99 degree 
Fahrenheit and/or flu like symp-
toms should not be allowed to 
enter establishments.Large food 
businesses have been asked to set 
up a local emergency response 
team to handle suspected corona-
virus case.

The document is primarily in-
tended for all types of food busi-
nesses including food service, 
transport and retail operations.

The guidance has been devel-
oped based on the best practices 
currently recognized and adopted 
internationally.Although there is 
currently no evidence that food is 
a likely source or route of trans-

mission of COVID-19 virus, it is 
important to take all precautions 
to prevent any possibility of per-
son to person spread of COVID-19 
infection during food business op-
erations, the statement said.The 
FSSAI said that FBOs are already 
following various hygienic and 
sanitary measures as per Sched-
ule IV of Food Safety and Stan-
dards (Licensing and Registration 
of Food Businesses) Regulations, 
2011. "Nevertheless, COVID-19 sit-
uation demands implementation 
of some additional focussed mea-
sures mainly to prevent human-
to-human spread of the disease in 
food business operations and also 
to reduce the likelihood of con-
tamination of various materials in 
contact with food such as equip-
ment, packaging materials etc," 
the statement said.

Press Trust Of India 

HONG KONG: Apple has 
launched a new website 
that shows with striking 
graphs how the coronavirus 
pandemic has slammed the 
brakes on life around the 
world.

The tool visualises the 
movement of people in doz-
ens of major cities and coun-
tries around the world based 
on the number of requests 

made for directions on Ap-
ple Maps since January 13.

It shows the dramatic 
drop in the number of users 
driving, walking or taking 
public transit as govern-
ments around the world 
rolled out increasingly strin-
gent containment measures 
to stop the spread of the 
deadly virus.

Apple said Tuesday that 
the purpose of the new web-
site was to help global efforts 
to try and stop the spread 
of COVID-19 by giving in-
sights into the movement of 
people to governments and 
health authorities.

Hong Kong and Seoul, 
among the first places hit by 
the virus after it emerged in 
mainland China, saw mobili-
ty numbers drop by as much 
as 60 percent from the sec-
ond half of January.

In the weeks that fol-

lowed, the disease marched 
into Europe and North 
America, and the Apple data 
show the severe impact on 
movement in those regions.

Rome saw a staggering 
drop in mobility numbers 
-- more than 90 percent -- 
starting early March.

London followed within 
a couple of weeks with a 
plunge in transit figures of 
nearly 90 percent.

New York City, the epi-

centre of the outbreak in the 
United States, saw transit 
and walking down by more 
than 80 percent in March as 
the crisis worsened.

A similar drop was seen 
in Sydney in March as Aus-
tralia strengthened its social 
distancing policies. In Singa-
pore, mobility figures were 
reduced but not dramati-
cally since January, but fol-
lowing a surge in cases and 
a lockdown imposed earlier 
this month, they plunged. 
Apple's website follows the 
launch earlier this month 
of a similar movement data 
tool from Google.

Both projects use ano-
nymised data, the firms have 
said, as rights activists have 
raised concerns about the 
privacy and security of users 
being compromised in anti-
coronavirus projects that in-
volve personal information.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Equity benchmarks reversed early gains 
to finish in the negative territory on Wednesday as 
risk-off mood prevailed amid grim prognoses of 
the economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic.
Traders said that weak global markets and the ru-
pee plunging to its all-time low against the dol-
lar further weighed on sentiment. After gyrating 
over 1,346 points during the day, the 30-share BSE 
Sensex ended 310.21 points or 1.01 per cent lower 
at 30,379.81. Similarly, the NSE Nifty settled 68.55 
points, or 0.76 per cent, down at 8,925.30.

Kotak Bank was the top loser in the Sensex pack, 
cracking 6.23 per cent, followed by Hero MotoCorp 
(4.83 per cen), Bajaj Finance (4.63 per cent), HDFC 
(3.61 per cent), HDFC Bank (3.57 per cent) and 
Maruti Suzuki (3.55 per cent). On the other hand, 
HUL, HCL Tech, ITC and Nestle India were among 
the gainers, rising up to 6.07 per cent.

Despite opening on a positive note, domestic 
stocks gave up all gains in a highly volatile ses-
sion following negative sentiment in global equi-
ties amid projections of major slump in economic 
growth, traders said.

The IMF on Tuesday slashed India's projected 
GDP growth to 1.9 per cent in 2020 from 5.8 per 
cent in January, as the global economy is seen hit-
ting the worst recession since the Great Depres-
sion in the 1930s due to the raging coronavirus 
pandemic.

Meanwhile, the government on Wednesday said 
industrial units in rural areas will be allowed to 
function from April 20, provided they follow social 
distancing norms, while all kinds of public trans-
port will be barred and public places closed till 
May 3.

"There may be greater clarity for the market 
participants as the details of the limited relaxation 
of the lockdown rules are announced by the state 
governments. But the volatility in the markets 
may stay with us till the trajectory of growth and 
price level becomes less uncertain," said Joseph 
Thomas, Head of Research - Emkay Wealth Man-
agement.

Analysts also said the focus will now also shift 
to the earnings season and the management com-
mentary on the impact of coronavirus."Almost all 
sectors have been affected by the lockdown and 
the market will try to measure the future financial 
impact of this, rather than focusing on the previ-
ous quarter numbers. This is expected to drive 
stock specific moves in the market in the coming 
days. IT companies will officially kick off the earn-
ings season and investors will be keen on how the 
virus spread has impacted their services and the 
locations in which those services are offered," said 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial 
Services.

BSE bankex, finance, energy, auto and consumer 
durables indices ended up to 2.49 per cent lower, 
while FMCG, basic materials, realty, capital goods 
and metals gained up to 4.33 per cent. Broader BSE 
midcap and smallcap indices rose up to 1.32 per 
cent.On the currency front, the rupee tumbled 17 
paise to close at an all-time low of 76.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar. Brent crude futures, 
the global oil benchmark, slipped 4.43 per cent to 
USD 28.29 per barrel.

Bourses in Shanghai, Hong Kong and Tokyo end-
ed significantly lower. Stock exchanges in Europe 
too opened in the red.

The death toll due to COVID-19 rose to 377 
while the number of cases in the country climbed 
to 11,439 on Wednesday, according to the Union 
Health Ministry. Global tally of the infections has 
crossed 19 lakh, with over 1.2 lakh deaths.

Press Trust Of India 

NEW YORK: Not just aviation and hos-
pitality sectors which bore the brunt 
of the first wave of job losses and sal-
ary cuts, millions of white-collar jobs 
spanning across industries are now at 
stake as longer shutdowns have risked 
a repeat of the deep and prolonged la-
bour downturn that accompanied the 
2007-2009 recession.

According to a Wall Street Journal 
report, higher paid, higher-skilled jobs 
are now at risk as new contracts/cli-
ents are dried up, sales are plummet-
ed, cash flow is restricted and no one is 
now safe in the US.

"The consensus of 57 economists 
surveyed this month by The Wall Street 
Journal is that 14.4 million jobs will be 
lost in the coming months, and the un-
employment rate will rise to a record 
13 per cent in June, from a 50-year low 

of 3.5 per cent in February," the report 
said on Tuesday.

Altogether, about 16.8 million 
American workers, making up about 
11 per cent of the US labour force, 
have already filed jobless claims for 
unemployment benefits. Gregory 
Daco, chief US economist of Oxford 
Economics, projects 27.9 million jobs 
will be lost. "The virus shock does not 
discriminate across sectors as we ini-
tially thought," Daco was quoted as 
saying.

Job search website ZipRecruiter 
found 39 per cent employed in busi-
ness and professional services re-
ported they were laid off, nearly the 
same rate as respondents in retail and 
wholesale trade. From law firms to IT 
companies and event management 
firms, everyone is affected. Even state 
and local governments in the US who 
employ 20 million aren't immune.

"Unlike the federal government, 
they are generally required to balance 
their books every year. As tax revenue 
plunges, layoffs and other cost reduc-

tions become necessary," the report 
said. Many municipalities in the US 
have already laid off hundreds of 
workers.

The financial impact of the corona-
virus has begun to hit Americans hard 
as nearly 33 per cent of voters have al-
ready lost their job, been furloughed, 

placed on temporary leave, or had 
hours reduced - with 41 per cent of 
those who have lost a job already re-
porting having trouble covering basic 
costs, according to a new survey by 
non-profit research group Data for 
Progress.

While over half of voters under age 
45 (52 per cent) have lost their job, 
been placed on leave or had hours cut, 
only 26 per cent of those over 45 fall 
into this category. Slightly more men 
(37 per cent) fall into the job loss/fur-
lough category than women (31 per 
cent). Among people who have already 
suffered some loss in income because 
of the pandemic, 41 per cent anticipate 
having difficulty covering costs imme-
diately and 81 per cent within the next 
month. Most voters report that if they 
lost their current income, they would 
be able to go 2 months or less before 
they were unable to pay their bills.

Income tax refunds 
worth Rs 4,250 crore issued 
in a week: CBDT

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Income 
Tax department has is-
sued over 10.2 lakh refunds 
worth Rs 4,250 crore within 
a week, the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT) said on 
Wednesday.
The Finance Ministry had 
last week said it will fast 
track issuance of pending 
income tax refunds up to Rs 
5 lakh, which will benefit 
around 14 lakh taxpayers, to 
provide relief to individuals 
and businesses hit by 
The CBDT has already is-
sued over 10.2 lakh refunds 
totalling to around Rs 4,250 
crore as on April 14, 2020. 
An official statement said 
that about 1.75 lakh more 

refunds are in the process of 
issuance in this week. "These 
refunds would get credited 
directly to the taxpayer bank 
account in 5-7 business days 
from issuance," it said.
The CBDT, which is the apex 
body on matters relating to 
personal income and cor-
porate tax, had in last fiscal 
issued 2.50 crore refunds to-
talling Rs 1.84 lakh crore.
CBDT added that in around 
1.74 lakh cases, email re-
sponses are awaited from 
taxpayers regarding rec-
onciliation with their out-
standing tax demand for 
which a reminder email has 
been sent asking them to re-
spond within 7 days so that 
the refund can be processed 
accordingly.
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