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Agencies

Protesters have taken to the streets across Palestinian territories and other world cities to vent 
their anger at US President Donald Trump’s pro-Israel Middle East scheme that allows the Tel 
Aviv regime to consolidate its occupation of Palestinian land.

Hours after the plan was unveiled, Jordanians gathered outside the US Embassy in Amman 
on Tuesday night to protest against the controversial, called the ‘Vision for Peace.’

Shouting slogans such as “No to normalization” and “We will not recognize Israel,” the dem-
onstrators held up signs and banners reading, “We will drop all your deals and step on them,” “Pal-
estine is not for sale,” “America is the head of terrorism,” “Your deal shall not pass” and “down 
with the deal of the century and its godfathers.”

According to the Jordan News Agency (Petra), the pro-
testers said they cannot give up Palestine and Jerusalem al-
Quds, predicting that the so-called peace plan will fail.

They also slammed Trump for attempting to further tam-

US House Passes Measures 
Seeking To Pull War Powers 
Back From Trump
Agencies

WASHINGTON - The US House of 
Representatives has passed two 
pieces of legislation aiming to con-
tain President Donald Trump’s 
war powers.

In a 228 to 175 vote on Thurs-
day, the Democratic-led House 
voted to pass one measure that 
would forbid military action 
against Iran unless approved by 
Congress. While four of Trump’s 
fellow Republicans joined Demo-
crats in supporting the bill, three 
Democrats sided with most Re-
publicans in voting no.

In addition, the House voted 
- 236 to 166 - to repeal the 2002 Au-
thorization for the use of Military 
Force for the war in Iraq, which US 
presidents have long used to justify 
several military actions, with 11 
Republican lawmakers voting yea 
and two Democrats voting nay.

“The Constitution gives 
Congress, not the president, the 
power to declare war. And with 
President Trump taking steps to-
ward dangerous conflict with Iran 
- without any consultation with 
Congress - we need to reassert the 
responsibility given to us,” said 
Democratic Representative Eliot 
Engel, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee.

There is uncertainty, how-
ever, as to what might happen to 
the legislation in the Republican-
led Senate, where a similar effort 
to pass an Iran-related war powers 
resolution has been stalled during 

Trump’s impeachment trial.
Meanwhile, House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said ahead of 
Thursday’s vote that “members of 
Congress continue to have serious, 
urgent concerns about the presi-
dent’s decision to engage in hostili-
ties against Iran and about its lack 
of strategy moving forward.”

Congress’ power to declare 

war “has been, shall we say, 
usurped by administrations both 
Democratic and Republican, and 
now to an extent that practically 
abrogates whatever is in the Con-
stitution,” she added.

A day earlier, Trump took to 
Twitter to express opposition.

“With Votes in the House to-
morrow, Democrats want to make 
it harder for Presidents to defend 
America, and stand up to, as an 
example, Iran. Protect our GREAT 
COUNTRY!” he wrote.

This comes following the US’ 
assassination of Iranian senior an-
ti-terror commander Lieutenant 
General QassemSoleimani earlier 
this month.

N E W S M A K E R S

Who Declares Coronavirus 
Global Emergency As 
Death Toll Rises
Agencies

GENEVA - The World Health 
Organization declared a glob-
al emergency over the new 
coronavirus, as China report-
ed Friday the death toll had 
climbed to 213 with nearly 
10,000 infections.

The UN health agency based 
in Geneva had initially down-
played the threat posed by the 
disease, but revised its risk as-
sessment after crisis talks.

"Our greatest concern is the 
potential for the virus to spread 
to countries with weaker health 
systems," WHO chief TedrosAdh-
anom Ghebreyesus told a briefing 
in Geneva on Thursday.

"We must all act together 
now to limit further spread... We 
can only stop it together."

Tedros nevertheless said 
travel and trade restrictions 
with China were unnecessary 
to stem the spread of the virus, 
which has spread to more than 
15 other countries.

Many countries have already 
urged their citizens not to visit 
China, while some have banned 
entry for travellers from the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan, 
where the virus first surfaced.

The US reported its first case 
of a person catching the virus 
from another person on American 
soil — a man in Chicago who con-
tracted the illness from his wife, 
who had travelled to Wuhan.

Airlines began cancel-
ling flights servicing China on 
Wednesday, and more followed 
suit on Thursday.

Israel barred all flights from 
China, while Russia said it was 
closing its far eastern border 
with China over the outbreak.

More than 6,000 tourists were 
temporarily put under lockdown 
aboard a cruise ship at an Italian 
port after two Chinese passengers 
were isolated over fears they could 
be carrying the virus. They later 
tested negative for the illness.

Beijing has taken extreme 
steps to stop the spread of the 
virus, including effectively quar-
antining more than 50 million 
people in Wuhan and surround-

ing Hubei province.
The government on Thurs-

day reported 38 new deaths in the 
preceding 24 hours, the highest 
one-day total since the virus was 
detected late last year.

On Friday, the government 
reported 43 new deaths, bringing 
the total to 213.

All but two of the confirmed 
deaths on Thursday and Friday 
were in Hubei.

The National Health Com-
mission said there were 1,982 new 
confirmed cases, bringing the to-
tal to just under 10,000.

Another 102,000 people were 
under medical observation with 
possible symptoms of the respira-
tory ailment.

The pathogen is believed to 
have emerged in a market that 
sold wild game, and spread during 
a Lunar New Year holiday season 
in which hundreds of millions of 
Chinese travel at home or abroad.

Thousands of foreigners 
have been trapped in Wuhan 
since it was sealed off last week.

Japan and the United States 
on Wednesday became the first 
countries to organise airlifts 
from Wuhan for their citizens. A 
second US flight is planned in the 
coming days.

Britain was planning an 
evacuation of around 200 of its 
citizens early Friday, after re-
ceiving the necessary clearance 
from Beijing.

Nations Should 
Avoid 'Overreaction', 
Says China

U
nited Nations-  As 
the World Health 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(WHO) declared 

the coronavirus outbreak 
a global health emergency, 
China has said all countries 
should behave in a "respon-
sible" manner and avoid 
overreaction that may re-
sult in more negative spill-
over effects.

China informed the 
WHO about the coronavirus 
cases in late December. The 
death toll in China's novel 
coronavirus outbreak on 
Friday climbed to 213 with 
the number of confirmed 
cases totalling to 9,692.

The WHO said there 
had been 98 cases in 18 oth-
er countries, but no deaths. 
Most international cases 
are in people who had been 
to the Chinese city of Wu-
han, the epicentre of the 
epidemic.

"We are still at a very 

critical stage in fighting the 
coronavirus. International 
solidarity is extremely im-
portant and for that pur-
pose all countries should 
behave in an appropriate 
and responsible manner, 
China's Ambassador to 
the UN Zhang Jun said on 
Thursday.

Speaking to report-
ers here, Zhang said while 
Beijing understands the 
concerns of other coun-
tries over the outbreak, "we 
should also listen to the ad-
vice" of the Director Gener-
al of the WHO TedrosAdha-
nom Ghebreyesus who has 
said that he "has full confi-
dence in China's efforts to 
combat the outbreak.

Zhang said that "there 
is no reason for measures 
that unnecessarily interfere 
with international travel 
and trade" and the WHO 
doesn't recommend limiting 
trade and movement.

Erdogan Hits Out 
At Some Arab 
Countries' 'Treason' 
Over Trump Plan
Agencies

ANKARA: Turkish President 
RecepTayyip Erdogan on Friday 
blasted some Arab countries for 
backing a Middle East plan un-
veiled by the United States, con-

demning it as "treason".
"Some Arab countries that 

support such a plan commit trea-
son against Jerusalem, as well 
as against their own people, and 
more importantly against all hu-
manity," Erdogan told his party's 
lawmakers in the parliament.

President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday unveiled long-awaited de-
tails of a US plan for solving the Is-

raeli-Palestinian conflict, warning 
it may represent the last chance at 
statehood for the Palestinians.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas called the peace plan 
the "slap of the century".

Turkey, a strong advocate of 
the Palestinian cause, had con-
demned the plan.

"The United States' so-called 
peace plan is stillborn," Turkey's 
foreign ministry had said in a 
statement. "This is an annexation 
plan aimed at killing a two-state 
solution and extorting the Pales-
tinian territory."

Erdogan today added that 
Turkey may launch a military 
operation into Syria's northwest-
ern province of Idlib if the situa-
tion in the region is not resolved 
immediately, as attacks by Rus-
sia-backed Syrian government 
forces raised concern of a new 
refugee wave to Turkey.

Speaking in Ankara, Erdo-
gan said Turkey could not handle 
a fresh influx of migrants. On 
Wednesday, Erdogan had said An-
kara was losing patience with the 
assault and accused Russia of vio-
lating agreements aimed at curb-
ing conflict in the region.

Afghanistan Violence 
Soars Amid Us-Taliban 
Talks: Watchdog

Agencies

NEW YORK - Violent attacks in Af-
ghanistan jumped to record levels 
in the last quarter of 2019 compared 
to previous years, a US govern-
ment watchdog has said, under-
scoring the 18-year-long conflict's 
continued toll on the country.

There were 8,204 attacks be-
tween October and December last 
year - up from 6,974 in the same pe-
riod in 2018 - according to a report 
by the Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
(SIGAR) released on Friday.

This represented the highest 
number of attacks in the same 
three-month period of any year 
since recording began in 2010.

September, when the first 
round of presidential voting was 
held, was the worst month of 2019 
with the highest number of casu-
alty-causing attacks.

"A turbulent last six months 
resulted in increases in overall 
enemy attacks (six percent) and 
effective attacks (four percent) in 
2019 compared to the already high 
levels reported in 2018," SIGAR 
said in its quarterly report to the 
US Congress.

Thirty-seven percent of the 
attacks resulted in people being 
killed or injured, the report said.

The capital, Kabul, and other 
urban areas have seen a rare 
stretch of more than two months 
without large-scale bomb attacks 
that frequently rock the city and 
cause mass causalities.

Despite the lull, which has 
come as the US and the Taliban 
continue talks over a possible 
deal for American forces to leave 
Afghanistan, fighting in rural 
provinces has continued unabat-
ed, with reports of skirmishes ap-
pearing daily.

Massive losses 
SIGAR noted that attacks 

appeared to mirror progress in 
US-Taliban talks, with incidents 
dropping earlier in the year, then 
picking up again after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump temporarily 
halted negotiations in September.

The Pentagon has also con-
tinued to up the tempo of opera-
tions, with US warplanes drop-
ping more bombs on Afghanistan 
in 2019 than at any other time in 
at least a decade, according to the 
US Air Force.

Pentagon Raises Number 
Of US Troops Injured In Iran 
Missile Attack To 64
Agencies

WASHINGTON - The Penta-
gon has yet again raised the 
figure of soldiers wounded in 
Iran's retaliatory missile at-
tack in Iraq earlier this month 
to 64, saying they have suffered 
“traumatic brain injuries”.

Pentagon chief Mark Es-
per and chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Mark 

Milley said Thursday the 
military took these types of 
injuries “very seriously” after 
criticism that the authorities 
sought to whitewash them.

"The number is growing," 
Milley added, explaining that 
it takes time to diagnose and 
screen soldiers present in the 
area at the time of the attack.

The New York Times 
cited a Pentagon statement, 
which put the total number 
of injured troops at 68. The 

report said eight troops were 
currently being treated in the 
United States, 21 in Landstuhl, 
Germany and that another 39 
injured troops have returned 
to military operations in Iraq.

The new tally marks 
at least the fourth instance 
where US officials have raised 
the number of US troops in-
jured following Iran's January 
8 missile attack in response to 

Washington's assassination 
of top anti-terror commander 
General QassemSoleimani on 
January 3.

The Trump administra-
tion at first claimed that no 
Americans had been injured 
in the attack.

"We suffered no casualties, 
all of our soldiers are safe, and 
only minimal damage was sus-
tained at our military bases," 
President Donald Trump said 
a day after the missile strike.

Greta Thunberg Nominated For 
Nobel Peace Prize By Swedish MPs

S
tockholm: Teen cli-
mate activist Greta 
Thunberg and the 
global protest move-

ment “Fridays for Future” 
were nominated Thursday for 
the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize by 
two Swedish lawmakers.

“Greta Thunberg is a cli-
mate activist, and the main 
reason she deserves the Nobel 
Peace Prize is that despite her 
young age, she has worked 
hard to make politicians open 
their eyes to the climate cri-
sis,” Left Party parliamentar-
ians Jens Holm and HakanS-
venneling wrote in a letter to 
the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee.

“The climate crisis will 
produce new conflicts and ulti-
mately wars. Action for reduc-
ing our emissions and comply-
ing with the Paris Agreement 

is therefore also an act of mak-
ing peace,” they said.

The pair added that with-
out the Fridays For Future 
movement and Greta Thun-
berg, “the climate issue would 
not have been on the agenda to 
such an extent as it is today.”

Thunberg, 17, was men-
tioned as a possible Nobel 
Peace Prize winner in 2019, 

when the honour ultimately 
went to Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed for his 
efforts to resolve a long-run-
ning conflict with neighbour-
ing Eritrea.

In just over a year, the 
climate activist, who suffers 
from a form of autism called 
Asperger’s, has become the 
voice of a generation haunted 

by the climate crisis.
She began her “School 

Strike for the Climate” outside 
the Swedish parliament in 
August 2018, and has since in-
spired and mobilised millions 
of young people to get involved.

Nominations for the No-
bel Peace Prize must be sub-
mitted by February 1 to the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee. 
Thousands of people are eli-
gible to propose candidates, 
including former laureates, 
some university professors, 
lawmakers and government 
ministers around the world, 
and current and former Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee 
members.

The committee never re-
veals the names of the nomi-
nees, but those who propose 
candidates are allowed to dis-
close their choice.

Pak's anti-terrorism court acquits over 
80 Christians in lynching cases

L
AHORE-  An anti-ter-
rorism court in Paki-
stan has acquitted over 
80 Christians after the 

complainant entered into a 
compromise with the accused 
who were allegedly involved 
in lynching of two Muslim men 
and vandalism following a sui-
cide attack on twin churches in 
Lahore in 2015.

On March 15, 2015, two 
blasts occurred at Roman 
Catholic Church and Christ 
Church during Sunday ser-
vice in Youhanabad, Lahore, 
killing 15 Christians and leav-
ing 70 wounded.

The attack was followed 
by mob violence killing two 
men mistaken as militants. 
The bombings occurred dur-
ing prayers at two churches 
in thickly-populated You-
hanabad that is home to more 
than 100,000 Christians.

Anti-Terrorism Court La-
hore Judge Arshad Hussain 

Bhutta announced the verdict 
on Wednesday after legal heir 
of the deceased - Muhammad 
Naeem and Babar - pardoned 
41 suspects.

"The victim and accused 
families reached an out of 
court settlement after the lat-
ter submitted a statement say-
ing they had forgiven the sus-
pects and had no objection if 
they were acquitted," a court 
official said.

The court also gave the ben-
efit of the doubt to 47 other sus-
pects accused of arson, rioting 
and vandalism in the aftermath 
of the attack on the churches.

Hundreds of Christians 
had smashed vehicles in a rare 
show of anger by the belea-
guered minority community.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan's Jamaat-ul-Ahrar 
faction claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

The victim and 
accused families 
reached an out of 
court settlement after 
the latter submitted 
a statement saying 
they had forgiven the 
suspects and had no 
objection if they were 
acquitted


