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To survive, you  
must tell stories
—Umberto Eco

Widom

Soldier Shoots 
Himself Dead
SRINAGAR: An army man on 
Tuesday allegedly committed 
suicide by shooting himself dead 
in Ramban district of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 27-year-old Tejpal Singh of 
army’s 12 RR shot More on P10

Mild Intensity 
Quake Hits Ladakh
LEH: A low-intensity earthquake 
hit parts of the union territory of 
Ladakh in the wee hours Tuesday, 
the National Centre of Seismology 
said. An earthquake of magnitude 
3.7 occurred at More on P10

1300 Year-Old 
Durga Idol Recovered
SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday 
recovered around 1300-year old 
sculpture of Hindu Goddess Durga in 
central Kashmir’s Budgam district.
The sculpture, carved in a black 
stone with Hindu Goddess Durga 
seated on a lion More on P10

Crime Branch Charges 
Two ‘Fraudsters’
SRINAGAR: The Crime Branch 
of Kashmir on Tuesday filed 
chargesheet against two people 
for using fake stamp papers 
for execution of the sale deed 
before the Court of Sub-Registrar 
Ganderbal. More on P10

Govt Moots Online Option 
For RTI Applications
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government is mulling to 
introduce a mechanism to allow 
people to file right to information 
(RTI) Act and Public Safety 
Guarantee Act (PSGA) applications 
through online mode. More on P10
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Buy Your Dream Home In Delhi
Luxury, ultra modern residential 
4,3,2 and 1 bedroom apartments 
at NFC-Khizrabad, New Delhi

Independent Luxury 
Villas at Kalindikunj, 
New Delhi

Ready to move in flats 
for middle income 
groups in South DelhiBOOKING

OPEN

LG Invites Kolkata 
Industrialists To J&K
Says Govt To Change Land Use Rules To 
Allow Business Enterprises On Private Lands

‘Only Parliament Can Restore J&K Statehood’

As the speculations about assembly elections are making rounds in the Union Territory, the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha said on Tuesday that only Parliament can restore statehood to Jammu and Kashmir. 
“Those who have taken statehood will return statehood. And only Parliament can do that. Prime Minister 

and Home Minister have spoken about this issue before the country and the people of Jammu and Kashmir in 
the Parliament,” Sinha said Tuesday. He was responding to a query by a journalist on senior Congress leader and 
former Chief Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad’s demand seeking restoration of statehood before conduct of polls in the 
erstwhile state. “They have said in the parliament that once the delimitation process is over, More on P10

40 Civilians 
Killed In J&K 
This Year: GOI
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre on 
Tuesday said as many as 40 ci-
vilians were killed and 72 were 
injured in militancy-related inci-
dents in Jammu and Kashmir till 
this month in 2021.

Union Minister of State for 
Home Nityanand Rai also said that 
a total of 348 security personnel 
and 195 civilians were killed in 
Jammu and Kashmir in last five 
years in militancy-related inci-
dents. In 2021, till November 15, 
altogether 40 civilians were killed 
and 72 others were injured, he said 
in a written reply to a question.

Rai said 40 civilians were 
killed in 2017,  More on P10

Rs 50K Ex-Gratia 
Okayed For Kin Of 
Covid Victims

171 More Test Covid Positive In J&K

Jammu and Kashmir registered on Tuesday 171 fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus while no Covid-19 related fatality was 
reported from the Union Territory during the last 24 hours.

According to officials, 139 new cases of coronavirus were 
reported from Kashmir Valley and the remaining 32 from 
various parts of Jammu division, taking the total number of 
people infected since the outbreak of pandemic last More on P10

1678 KPs Returned To 
J&K After Aug 2019: GoI
Land Of 150 Applicants Also Restored

'Weak' NC Helped BJP 
Revoke Art-370: Omar

Govt Announces 
Winter Vacation 
For Schools
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tuesday 
announced winter vacations 
for educational institutions of 
Kashmir division and winter 
zone of Jammu division due to 
freezing conditions.

“In view of increase in cold 
weather conditions, there was 
proposal for early vacations in 
schools. A meeting in this re-
gard was held yesterday and the 
proposal has been approved,” 
Principal Secretary School 
Education Department, Bishwajit 
Kumar Singh said. More on P10

Cold Wave 
Continues In 
Kashmir
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Cold conditions 
continued in Kashmir Valley 
with Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K, recording minus 
1.5 degree Celsius against pre-
vious night’s minus 0.2 degree 
Celsius.

A meteorological depart-
ment official here said that 
the minimum temperature 
was minus 0.6 below normal 
for this time of the year. On 
November 23, the mercury 
settled at minus 2.3 degree 
Celsius in Srinagar which 
is lowest temperature re-
corded so far this season in 
the city.

They said Pahalgam re-
corded a low of minus 3.3 
degrees Celsius. Gulmarg 
resort in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district also re-
corded a More on P10

Obesity Up By 11% Among Men In J&K: NFHS Survey

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Expressing optimism 
that the proposed investment in 
Jammu and Kashmir will cross a 
whopping Rs.51000 Crore by the 
end of financial year, the Union 
Territory Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said 
that his administration is soon 
coming up with the rules gov-
erning change of land use to 
ensure seamless establishment 
of business enterprises on pri-
vate lands.

Sinha made these remarks 
while interacting with the 
Industry leaders at Kolkata 
during an event organized 
by Jammu & Kashmir Trade 
Promotion Organisation 
(JKTPO), Department of 
Industries and Commerce, J&K in 
association with Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) in-
cluded Industrialist/ Investors 
from Eastern India, an official 

spokesperson said.
While discussing the host 

of interventions made by the 
UT Government for creating a 
sustainable, balanced, progres-
sive and competitive industrial 
ecosystem in the region, the LG, 
he said, made several important 
announcements on the occasion.

He further said that the 

LG has announced the en-
hancement of the Industrial 
Development scheme outlay 
to meet the exceeded expecta-
tion of Investments in Jammu 
Kashmir.

“The proposed investment 
has already reached Rs. 31,000 
Cr and is expected to cross 
Rs.51,000 Cr by the More on P10

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and 
Kashmir administration has 
sanctioned ex gratia payment 
of Rs 50,000 to the depen-
dents of COVID-19 victims 
and directed all deputy com-
missioners to set up a robust 
yet simple mechanism for its 
disbursement.

Jammu and Kashmir has 

recorded 4,476 Covid-related 
deaths -- 2,291 in Kashmir 
and 2,185 in Jammu -- since 
the pandemic began last year.

In an order issued 
by the Department of 
Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction, Nazim Zia 
Khan, secretary to Lieutenant 
Governor, said the implemen-
tation of the  More on P10

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As many as 1,678 
Kashmiri migrants have returned 
to Kashmir after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 for taking up 
jobs under the Prime Minister's 
Development Package-2015, the 
government told parliament on 
Tuesday.

Union Minister of State for 
Home Nityanand Rai also said 
that as per information pro-
vided by the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir, the land 
of 150 applicants has been 
restored.

"As per the information 
provided by the government 
of Jammu and Kashmir, after 
abrogation of Article 370, a 
total of 1,678 migrants have 
returned to Kashmir for tak-
ing up the jobs under the 

Prime Minister's Development 
Package-2015," he said in a 
written reply to a question.

Article 370, which gave 
special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, was abrogated by the 
central government on August 
5, 2019. The state was also divid-
ed into two Union Territories.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has taken various 
measures to restore ancestral 
properties to migrant Hindus. 
Under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Migrant Immovable Property 
(Preservation, Protection & 
Restraint on Distress Sales) Act, 
1997, District Magistrates (DMs) 
of concerned Districts in Jammu 
and Kashmir are the legal custo-
dians of the immovable proper-
ties of migrants, who take suo 
motto action on eviction pro-
ceedings More on P10

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah Tuesday 
said the BJP-led central govern-
ment was able to abrogate Article 
370 after his party was rendered 
weak after the 2014 elections with 
PDP founder Mufti Mohammad 
Syed declining his offer of uncon-
ditional support and stitching an 
alliance with those who do not 
have "good intentions" towards 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Omar asked the people to 
support the National Conference 
and make it further strong to 
help "reverse the changes which 
were forced on the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir" on August 
5, 2019 with the abrogation of 
the Article 370 and bifurcation 
of the erstwhile state into two 
union territories.

In a reference to Lt Governor 
Manoj Sinha's More on P10

Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: The fifth and latest 
round of the National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) has flagged 
a worrying increase in the per-
centage of obesity and over-
weight across gender groups, 
particularly among men in the 
erstwhile state of J&K as the per-
centage of such cases worsened 
in the past half a decade.

Pertinently, several of J&K’s 
nutritional indicators have also 
worsened since the fourth round 
of the NFHS, which was held in 
2015-16. But the erstwhile state 
has hit a major demographic 
milestone when the percent-
age of obesity and Blood pres-
sure in J&K increased at a vi-
cious average among both men 

and women, according to the 
latest survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare between 2019 and 2021.

Notably, the silent epidemic 
of obesity among men is sweep-
ing the erstwhile state and the 
future looks tense as more men 
in J&K are suffering through 
obesity that has increased 
with a worrying average of 11 
percent. The National Family 
Health Survey - 5 has dropped 
this big health alert for J&K.

The data in NFHS 2019-21, 
the fifth in the series, show that 
among all age groups, the high-
est spike in obesity was reported 
among men who are either over-
weight or obese where the obe-
sity percentage was recorded at 
31.6 percent in NFHS-5 report 

from 20.5 percent in NFHS-4, 
2015-16 report.

The data show that the number 
was higher in urban J&K where 
the rate stood at 40.8 per cent 

compared to rural J&K where the 
rate was recorded at 28.2 percent.

For women who are over-
weight or obese (BMI ≥25.0 kg/
m2), the rate was recorded at 

29.3 percent in NFHS-5 that has 
maintained a same rate what 
was recorded in NFHS-4. In ur-
ban J&K, the rate of 33.4 percent 
was higher than rural J&K where 
the rate was 27.9 percent.

This is followed by the cat-
egory of “Men who have high 
risk waist-to-hip ratio (≥0.90) 
(%)” where the percentage was 
recorded at gruelling 60.7 per-
cent. In this group, too, the 
number was higher in urban 
areas where the percentage 
stood at 66 percent compared to 
rural J&K where the rate was re-
corded in the fifth edition of the 
NFHS series.

As per NFHS-5 report, in the 
category of “Women who have 
high risk waist-to-hip ratio 
(≥0.85) (%)” the More on P10

A farmer sorts and arranges freshly-cut wicker twigs in an open field in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district. KO Photo, Abid Bhat
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Office of the Assistant Regional  
Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has 
been received by this office 
from Mr./Mrs  Zahid Yaqoob 
Bhat S/O Mohammad Yaqoob 
Bhat R/O Vehil Shopian    (Party 

No 1st) as Transferor, (seller) owner of the vehicle LMV - FIGO 
Regd. No. JK22 B 3149 (Commercial/ Non Commercial ) covering 
under R/P NO: -------
And 
Mr./ Mrs Mukhtar  Ahamd Wani S/O Mohammad Yaseen Wani 
R/O Hardu Toioru Kawarigam (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee 
(purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above 
noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation of hire 
purchase agreement with Gh Mohd Mir S/o Abdul Ahad Mir R/o 
Mastpora Keller Shopian.
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having 
objection  regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection 
within seven (7) days from the datte of publication of this notice 
to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after 
stipulated period.

No : ARTO/Spn/980-2021
Dated 29-11-2017

S/D Asst Regional 
AST Transport Officer Shopian

Office of the Assistant Regional  
Transport Officer, Shopian

 NOTICE
Whereas joint application has been 
received by this office from Mr./Mrs  
Deepak Lal Sani S/O Davshan Lal San 
R/O Bag Mehtab Chadora Budgam      
(Party No 1st) as Transferor, (seller) 
owner of the vehicle LMV - FIGO Regd. No. JK22   1764  
(Commercial/ Non Commercial ) covering under R/P 

NO: -------
And 
Mr./ Mrs Mohammad Altaf Dar S/O Mohammad Abdullah 
Dar R/O Housing Colony Chanapora Sgr (Parti No 2nd ) as 
Transferee (purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the 
above noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and cancellation 
of hire purchase agreement with 
 Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body having 
objection  regarding the proposed transfer may file his objection 
within seven (7) days from the datte of publication of this notice 
to the office of the undersigned     .
 No any representation/ objection shall be enteretained after 
stipulated period.

No : ARTO/Spn/997-2021
Dated 29-11-2017 S/D Asst Regional 
AST Transport Officer Shopian

Sher-E-Kashmir 
University Of Agricultural Sciences 

And Technology Of Kashmir  
Faculty Of F Orestry, Benhama, Ganderbal - 191201 (J&K)  

NO: AU/FOF/2021/J-4/4659-60  
Dated 26-11-2021

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders affixed with two rupees revenue stamp are hereby invited from 
the parties/companies/contractors for offering the rates on hourly basis for hir-
ing of JCB (Backhoe loaders) with small, medium and large bucket type of dif-
ferent hp required for purpose for carrying out land development/field activities 
at Faculty of Forestry, Benhama Gandierbal during the year 2021-22. The tender 
must be accompanied earnest money in the shape of CDR/FDR for Rs. 10,000/- 
(Refundable) pledged to DDO/Dean Faculty of Forestry, Benhama. The detailed 
tender document shall be available on www.skuastkashmir.ac.in. The tenders 
should reach to the office of the undersigned by or before 5th December-2021 
upto 2.30 p.m. The tenders shall be opened on the same day in presence of the 
tenders who wish to remain present. Tenders received after stipulated date and 
time shall not be considered.

Dean 
Faculty Of Forestry

Public Notice
I have lost the RC of my Bike R15 bearing regd No: JKJ01AF- 
6968  from Bemina To Chattabal Lost To My Rc . Now  I am 
applying for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any 
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in 
the office of the RTO Srinagar within a period of seven days 
from the date of publication of this notice. After that no ob-
jection shall be entertaiend.  
Danish ahmad sankar  inf
So: Nazir ahmad sankar 
Ro: bemina hamdaniya colony sector no 5

Govt Of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
 MEDICAL OFFICER BANDIPORA

ORDER

In pursuance to Govt order No: 442-HME of 2019 Dated: 24-04-2019 and vide 
this office notification No:- CMOB/Estt/2021/4811 Dated:-01-10-2021 and as 
per selection made by the concerned selection committee, the service of below 
named registered pharmacist is hired as Jan Aushadhi Store Managers to work in 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendras(PMBJK) at CHC Hajin purely on 
profit sharing basis temporarily for a period of three years on performance basis 
and shall not confer any right for their permanent absorption /regularization in 
the department and can be terminated at any time without any notice. The ar-
rangement is purely on temporarily basis subject to the terms and conditions laid 
down below:

S.NO Name of candidate with full particulars Qualification Name of the institu-
tion for which selected

1 Aabid Hassan Najar S/O Gh Hassan Najar 
R/O Naidkhai Hajin

B. pharmacy CHC Hajin

Terms and conditions:

1. That it shall be the responsibility of the concerned Medical Superintendant/
BIock Medical Officers of the Hospital to obtain drug licence in the name of Prad-
han Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra and other permissions to run a drug 
store after completing the requirements of Bureau of pharma Public Sector un-
dertakings of India (BPPI).
2. That after the drug licence is issued, the Medical Superintendant/BIock Medi-
cal Office Shall execute a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the BPPI.
3. That the premises shall be used surely for the purpose for which it has been 
allotted and for no other purpose and shall not part with the premises sublet to 
anyone directly or indirectly.
4. That all the billings should be done using software provided by BPPI. No medi-
cines can be sold in PMBJAK without using the software provided by BPPI.
5. That PMBJAK operator will not be allowed to sell allied Medical products, com-
monly sold in chemist shops .They are also not allowed to sell any medicine other 
than meant for Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.
6. That continuation of Jan Aushadhi store Manager shall be based on his perfor-
mance vouched with by the committee on the basis of report submitted by the 
concerned Medical superintendant/Block Medical officer.
7. That in case of unsatisfactory performance by the Jan Aushadhi Store Manag-
er, hired to work in the Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra, the committee shall 
be well within its power to terminate the services of registered Pharmacist(s) 
and substituted by selecting another registered pharmacist by following the due 
selection process.
8. The selected JJan Aushadl Store managers shall have to execute an agreement 
with the department through Medical Superintendant Concerned / Block Medi-
cal Officer Concerned that they will abide by all the terms and conditions as laid 
down by the department and shall work under the supervision of the concerned 
Medical Superintendant/ Block Medial Officer and shall not claim for any regular 
appointment / regularization in the department in leiu of this agreement .
9. Taxes as payable under rules shall be paid  by assesses.
 
No: CMOB/Estt/2021/5629-36
Dated 29-11-2021

Chief Medical Officer 
DIPK-13854 Bandipora

Public Notice
The name of my  daughter has been wrongly written in  her  
bith certificate as Sohila Aakif D/O Aakif Afzal Tantray R/O Si-
ligam KP Road whle her correct name is Soliha Aakif D/o Aakif 
Afzal Tantray R/O Siligam KP Road . If anybody having any 
objectioin in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in  
Police Station Ashmuqam  within a period of seven days from 
the date of publication of ths notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertiend.
Aakif Afzal Tantray  F/o Soliha Aakif
R/O Siligam KP Road  RNA

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have a Pnb Metlife policy under policy no.20961404 In the name of MANZOOR AHMAD MALIK S/O.
GH MOHI U DIN MALIK but may correct father's name is GHULAM HASSAN MALIK now I want to cor-
rect it if anybody have objection may contact Pnb Metlife office Anantnag within 7 days after that no 
objection will be entertained
MANZOOR AHMAD MALIK  S/O.GHULAM HASSAN MALIK  rna
R/O.DOONIEPAWA ANANTNAG 192101

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have lost the Fitness of my Vehicle Bearing Regd No:-JK03A-9739. Now I have applied for the du-
plicate of the same if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her objection 
in the office of the ARTO ANANTNAG. Within a period of seven days. After that no objection shall be 
entertained.
Name :-  Ab Ganie Mir S/o :-    Mohammad Ramzan 
R/O:-   Khutchawar Anantnag RNA

PUBIC NOTICE
The cast of my daughter has been wrongly written in school records as Wani while her correct cast 
is Wagay which needs immediate correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she 
may file his/her objection in the office of the Sdhro Institute of Girls Wing Pehroo within a period of 
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After that objection shall be entertained. ,
Mohd Shafi Wagay F/0 Seerat Shafi 
R/o Pehroo RNA_R

Monday - Saturday (9am - 6pm)
No 5- Dal Lake Boulevard Srinagar, 190001, Kashmir
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Wednesday| 06-10-2021

CLOTHING & HOME APPLIANCES

YARDIMCI MULTI-VENTURE
Deals with clothing

and  home appliances at whole sale rates.
Contact:-0194-3550112
G-mail- yardimiciunique92@gmail.com
I.G: yardimci_multi_venture_
F.B: yardimci multiVenture

ELECTRONICS

10X MOBILE STORE
All types of Mobile and Mobile Accessories

Main Market Sannat Nagar Srinagar
Contact:-7889657769 

TECH WORLD 

All Mobile and Electronic 
Accessories Xerox also 
available.
Sannat Nagar Srinagar

Contact:-9149965005/ 9682370979
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Office of the Assistant Regional 
Transport officer, Shopian 

whereas an application has been received from one Shri 
Mrs Bilal Ahmad WanI S/O Mohammad Yousuf Wani 
R/O Bongam Shopian  Owner of  the vehicle No  Bearing 
Regd No; JK22A-4777 for cancellation of Hire PUrchase 
Agreement 

Now it is therefore. Notified for general information 
that objectoins if any, to the proposed cancellatin of 
Hire Purchase Agreement shell be filled in writing in the 
office of Assistnat Regional Trasnport Officer Shopian 
within ap period of seven (7) days fro the publication of 
this notice in the daily Kashmir Observer
No : ARTO/Spn/996-2021
Dated 29-11-2021

S/D Asst Regional 
AST Transport Officer Shopian
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This Day In History

From KO Archives

4 kids among 6 
killed in JK
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR: Six people, including four children, were 
killed and two others injured in separate incidents 
across Jammu region since yesterday.

According to reports, unidentified gunmen barged 
into the house of a village defence committee (VDC) member, 
Gyan Singh, after hurling a grenade towards it and resorted to 
indiscriminate

firing on the inmates killing four of his minor children and 
injuring two others at Sharjao village

in Mahore area of Udhampur district last night.
Official sources said today that about 10 suspected 

militants first threw grenades on Singh’s house at Jailanmarh- 
Sharjao village at around 2245 hours and then barged into it. 
The victims were sleeping at the time.

The victims were identified as Hoshiar Singh (15), Bika 
Devi (12), Anju (3) and Darshana Devi (12). Singh and another 
member of his family, who were injured in the attack had been 
admitted to hospital,the sources said.

However, a NAFA report said Singh’s house was adjacent 
to an army camp. Security forces cordoned off the entire area 
this morning. However, no arrests were made.

In an encounter between the security forces and militants, 
two militants were killed at Gudesa in Banihal area of Doda 
district yesterday. The deceased were identified as Muhammad 
Hasil alias Usman r/o Banihal and Muhammad Raliq alias 
Bambar s/o Ghulam Tarqal.

Unidentified gunmen intruded into the compound of 
the house of Abdul Rasheed Peer at Churan in Kellar area of 
Shopian last night. The inmates raised an alarm at which some 
neighbours came to their rescue. However, while fleeing from 
the place, the intruders fired some shots without any harm. Of-
ficial sources said they intended to kill Mst Malla, wife of Peer 
who they accused was an ‘Informer’

 (Kashmir Observer, 01 December, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5: 50

ZUHR 12:17

ASR 3:45

Magrib 5:26
ISHA 6: 49

•	 1626 - Pasha Muhammad ibn Farukh tyrannical govt of  Jerusalem, driven 
out.

•	  1640 - Portugal regains independence after 60 years of Spanish rule.
•	  1641 - Massachusetts becomes the first colony to give statutory recogni-

tion to slavery.
•	  1653 An athlete from Croydon is reported to have run 20 miles from St Al-

bans to London in less than 90 minutes
•	  1656 - Germany promises Poland aid against Sweden.
•	  1708 - Great Alliance occupies Brussels.
•	  1887 - Sino-Portuguese treaty recognizes Portugal’s control.
•	  1915 - The US requests that Germany withdraw its military and naval at-

taches from the Embassy in Washington.
•	  1916 - There is virtual civil war in Greece as royalists fight Venizelist, and the 

Allies determine on a Venizelist victory
•	 1917 Boys Town founded by Father Edward Flanagan west of
•	 Omaha Neb.
•	 1918 - Danish parliament passed an act to grant Iceland independence un-

der Danish crown.
•	 1918 -Serbian-Croatian-Slovic kingdom proclaimed in Belgrade.
•	 1918 - Yugoslavia declares independence; monarchy established
•	 1941 - Japanese emperor Hirohito signs declaration of war.
•	 1948 - Arabic Congress names Abdullah of Trans Jordan as King of Pales-

tine.
•	 1959 - The 1st color photograph of Earth received from outer space.
•	 1961 - The independent Republic of West Papua is proclaimed in modern-

day Western New Guinea.
•	 1963 - Nagaland becomes a state of Indian union.
•	 1970 - Independent People’s Republic of South Yemen renames itself as 

People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen
•	 1971 - Cambodian Civil War: Khmer Rouge rebels. intensify assaults on 

Cambodian government positions, forcing their retreat from Kompong 
Thmar and nearby Ba Ray.

•	 1973 - Australia grants self-government to Papua NewGuinea.
•	 1974 - Boeing 727 crashes in Upperville Virginia, 92 died.
•	 1975 - Kuwait and Gulf and BP agree on terms of nationalization.
•	 1988  - Benazir Bhutto named 1st female Prime Minister of a Muslim coun-

try (Pakistan)
•	 1991 -  Colorado party wins Paraguay parliamentary election
•	 1991  - Nursultan Nazarbayev sworn in as president of Kazakhstan
•	 1991 -  US 75th manned space mission "STS 44" Atlantis 10 lands
•	 1991 -  Ukrainian people vote for independence
•	 1998 -  Exxon announces a $73.7 billion USD deal to buy Mobil, creating 

Exxon-Mobil, the world's largest company.
•	 2002 -  Davis Cup Tennis, Paris: Mikhail Youzhny beats Paul-Henri Mathieu 

3-6, 2-6, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4 to give Russia 3-2 win over France; only time in event 
history that a 2-set deficit turned around in a live 5th rubber of a Final

•	 2008 -  The US economy has been in recession since December 2007, the 
National Bureau of Economic Research announces today

•	 2012 -  Ukranian Anna Ushenina beats Antoaneta Stefanova of Bulgaria, 
3½-2½ in 2 rapid tie breaks to win the World Women's Chess Champion-
ship in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia
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Emotional scenes were also witnessed at the Dastgeer 
Sahab shrines when the people had the glimpse of the holy relic 
of the revered saint today. The biggest congregational prayers 
were held at Khanyar shrine here where thousands of devotees 
participated in the congregational prayers.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

J&K Services Selection Board
Hema Complex, Sector-03, Channi Himmat, Jammu

Zam Zam Building Rambagh, Srinagar
(www.jkssb.nic.in)

NOTIFICATION
Subject:-Selection Lists for the posts of Compilers Finance Department advertised vide Notification 
No. 06 of 2015 dated 01.09.2015 under Item No. Doda (471), Jammu (494), Kathua (514), Kishtwar 
(538), Poonch (559), Rajouri (576), Reasi (613), Ramban (595), Samba (633), Udhampur (649), 
Anantnag (294), Bandipora (312), Baramulla (335), Budgam (351), Kulgam (386), Kupwara (405), 
Pulwama (420), Shopian (436), & Srinagar (452). 
 Whereas, the Finance Department vide Indent No. FD/Coord/149/2007-II dated 
07.08.2015 requisitioned 120 District Cadre posts of Compilers to the JKSSB and these posts were 
advertised vide Notification No 06 of 2015 dated 01.09.2015 under various items for District Cad-
res posts and the cut-off date for filling up of application forms was fixed as 02.10.2015 and the 
District-wise breakup of posts is as follows: 

Whereas, the qualification prescribed for the post of Compiler in the Indent/Advertisement Notifi-
cation was “B. Sc/B. Com/BA” ; and
Whereas, for making selections to the above posts the Board adopted the following criteria:
1. Marks obtained in the written test to be converted into points= 80 points
2. Viva Voce= 20 points; and
Whereas, as per criteria the written test for the posts of Compilers was held alongwith other gradu-
ate level exams in April/September 2017 and the result was declared in the month of October, 2017 
and the shortlisted candidates were called for Viva Voce w.e.f December, 2018 vide this office Notice 
No. SSB/Sel/Secy/2017/11960-73 dated 21.11.2017; and 
Whereas, the JKSSB vide Notice No. SSB/Secy/Sel/2018/673-76 dated 12.01.2018 issued a notice 
seeking preference in respect of items for which the Common Graduate Level Examinations was 
held in the year 2017 from the shortlisted candidates in order to avoid the repetition of the candi-
dates in the selection lists; and
Whereas, a writ petition, SWP No. 3025/2017, MP No. 01/2017 titled Altaf Hussain and others V/s 
State of Jammu and Kashmir and others was filed in the Hon’ble High Court of Jammu and Kashmir 
at Jammu in which the Hon’ble High Court vide its interim order dated 27.12.2017 passed an order, 
the operative part of which is as follows:

“…Considered. 
Objections by or before next date. Meanwhile, in case of post of Compilers as advertised 
vide Advertisement Notice No. 06 of 2015 dated 01.09.2015 are covered by the aforesaid 
rules in that eventuality the process for selection vis-a-vis post of Compilers shall not be 
finalized”; and

Whereas, in view of the above said order of the Hon’ble High Court, the JKSSB did not deem it fit ap-
propriate to take into consideration the preferences given by the candidates for the posts including 
the posts of Compilers and declared the selection lists for other items for which preferences were 
sought on the basis of merit only; and
Whereas, the selection to the posts of Compilers could not be finalized in view of the aforesaid order 
dated 27.12.2017 of the Hon’ble High Court; and
Whereas, the Hon’ble High Court of Jammu and Kashmir vide its order dated 10.08.2021 in the 
aforementioned writ petition dismissed the writ petition as not pressed and directed that the re-
spondents may proceed with selection process in accordance with law; and
Whereas, in compliance with the Hon’ble High Court directions dated 10.08.2021, the selection lists 
for the above items have been prepared, which were placed before the Board in its 192nd Board 
meeting held on 21st of November, 2021; and
Whereas,  the Board considered the matter in light of the directions passed by the Hon’ble High 
Court and taking into account all these facts and circumstances approved that the selection lists 
be finalized strictly as per qualification prescribed in the Indent/Advertisement Notification. The 
Board also decided to prepare waiting list in terms of SRO 533 of 2018 dated 29.02.2018 as the 
same has been notified prior to the preparation of selection list/waiting list and that it will also give 
opportunity to the maximum candidates in the event of non joining of the candidates in the selec-
tion list, considering that the preferences sought from the candidates could not be operated due to 
the court case referred herein above.
Now therefore, in view of the above (i)  the selection lists for the posts of Compilers as approved by 
the Board for all the Items mentioned above are notified as Annexure “A” to this notification. 
(ii) The selection lists approved are subject to the outcome of any writ petition (s) pending in any 
court of law of the competent jurisdiction.
By Order. Sd/-

(Sachin Jamwal) JKAS,
DIPK-13908/21  Secretary,

J&K, Services Selection Board
Jammu.

No: -SSB/Sel/Secy/2021/1403-08  Dated: -   27 .11.2021

S.No. Name of District Category-wise breakup of posts
OM SC ST RBA ALC TOTAL

1.
Jammu 21 3 4 7 1 36

2. Kathua 1 - - 1 - 2
3. Poonch 1 1 - 1 - 3
4. Rajouri 1 1 - 1 - 3
5. Doda 03 1 1 1 - 6
6. Udhampur 03 1 - 1 - 5
7. Reasi 1 1 - 1 - 3
8. Kishtwar 1 - - 1 - 2
9. Samba 1 - - 1 - 2
10. Ramban 1 - - - - 1
11. Srinagar 23 4 4 7 1 39
12. Anantnag 1 - - 1 - 2
13. Pulwama 1 - - - - 1
14. Baramulla 3 1 1 2 - 7
15. Kupwara 2 1 - 1 - 4
16. Budgam 1 - - - - 1
17. Shopian 1 - - - - 1
18. Kulgam 1 - - - - 1
19. Bandipora 1 - - - - 1

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I have lost my Discharge certificate  of 
class 8th issued by Govt High School 
Babapora Zoonimar . Now I am ap-
plying for the duplicate of the same if 
anybody having any objection in this 
regard he/she may file his/her objec-
tion in the above mentioned school 
within a period of seven days . After 
that no objection shall be entertained.  
Shabnum W/O Showkat Hussain 
D/O Sheikh Mohd Amin  fko
R/O Babapora Zoonimar Sriangar 

X-Ray Machines Defunct At Bone 
And Joints Hospital, Patients Suffer
Syed Burhan

S
rinagar:- The patients at Valley's 
sole trauma hospital –the Bone 
and Joint Barzulla, on Tuesday 
were seen standing in long queues 

as two of the three X-Ray Machines at 
the Hospital were not functioning due to 
"technical" fault.

The patients were writhing with pain 
as they were standing in que,waiting for 
their turn.

Many attendants could be seen carry-
ing their patients to the private x-ray labs 
outside the hospital.

"You can see my patient is not in a po-
sition to move out, but we are forced to go 
for an X-ray outside as the machine hasn't 
been made functional," said Mohammad 
Ramza, an attendant from Srinagar. 

While patients had a tough time 
amidst unbearable cold weather, the ad-
ministration of the hospital said that the 
matter is being looked into and machines 
would be made functional at the earliest.  

Talking to Kashmir Observer, Medi-
cal Superintendent Dr Suhail Mian ac-
cepted that two out of three machines are 
not functioning and the administration 
will fix the issues as soon as possible.

"One of the X-ray machines stopped 
working due to an electrical fault and we 

will get one restored by tomorrow; the 
other one may take some time” he said.

He said the sensor of another machine 
got damaged and we have placed an order 
for the same. When asked how long it is 
going to take he said “we never know, it 
may take a while”.

Sources from the hospital told 
Kashmir Observer that x-ray machines 

at the hospital are very old and prone 
to damage. 

on 15 January 2015, both the machines 
in the hospital had gone defunct and the 
admin couldn't repair it for months.

On 14 January 2018, the machine at 
the hospital once again lay defunct for 
several months as authorities failed to re-
pair it on time.

Info Deptt 
condoles demise of 
Naqash's father 
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Joint Director Informa-
tion, Kashmir Division, Inam Ul Haq 
Siddiqui on Tuesday expressed heart-
felt grief and sorrow over the demise 
of father of Sajid Yahaya Naqash, Re-
gional Transport Officer (RTO) Kash-
mir, who passed away on Tuesday.

In this regard, a condolence meet-
ing was held in the office chamber of 
Joint Director Information Kashmir at 
Drabu House, Rambagh.

Expressing solidarity, the Joint 
Director extended his deepest condo-
lences to Sajid Yahaya Naqash, Re-
gional Transport Officer Kashmir, on 
the demise of his father. He prayed for 
eternal peace to the departed soul and 
courage to the bereaved family to bear 
this irreparable loss. Besides, M Aslam 
Khan, Assistant Director (PR), Javed 
Ahmad Rather, Assistant Director 
(Advt.) and other officers and officials 
of the department also offered condo-
lence to the bereaved family and prayed 
for peace to the departed soul.

Family Of Missing Businessman 
Hold Protest, Seek His Whereabouts
Mehroob Mushtaq

Srinagar: The family 
members and relatives 
of a missing fruit trader 
from Sopore on Tuesday 
held a protest demonstra-
tion at Press enclave and 
demanded his where-
abouts at the earliest.

The family members 
of the man, identified as 
Ghulam Nabi Naikoo of 
Achabal Rafiabad, as-
sembled here to seek the 
whereabouts of their 
missing kin. 

Haji Mohammad 
Naikoo, brother of the 
missing man said that 
his brother is a business-
man, who was working 
as a trader at fruit mandi 
Sopore.

"He had gone to Shop-
ian for some business 
deal with a dealer from 
Calcutta two months 
ago, but since then he did 
not return home. When 
we tried to contact him, 

his phone location was 
at Bisu, Anantnag and 
not in Shopian. Since 
then, his phone has been 
switched off and he has 
not returned home for the 

last two months and ten 
days," he said.

He added that they 
have filed a missing re-
port at the police station 
but so far there is no 
trace of him. "We went 
to Anantnag and Shop-
ian to trace him but could 

not get any lead about his 
whereabouts."

Meanwhile, the fam-
ily members urged LG 
Manoj Sinha to person-
ally intervene into this 

matter and help them 
trace their kin.

"He has two little chil-
dren and he is the sole 
bread earner for his fam-
ily. We appeal to the LG 
to help us trace him as 
soon as possible," family 
members said.

Admin holds 
Rozgar Awareness 
programmes at 
Harwan
KO NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR Continuing Public 
campaign to aware and enroll 
the eligible unemployed Youth of 
Srinagar district through differ-
ent self-employment schemes, the 
District Administration Srinagar 
on the directions of Deputy Com-
missioner, Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad on Tuesday organized 
Awareness cum Felicitation 
programme under Be-Rozgar se 
Swa-Rozgar/Yogyata se Rozgar at 
Block Harwan.

During the programme, a 
number of local unemployed 
youth were registered under dif-
ferent self-employment schemes 
under the Be-rozgar Se Swa-Ro-
zgar campaign.

On the occasion, the newly 
appointed meritorious Class 4th 
employees of Harwan Block were 
also felicitated under Yogyata se 
Rozgar Mahotsav to honour the 
merit in the District.

While all 25 selected candi-
dates who were recently recruited 
under Yogyata se Rozgar from 
5 Panchayat Halqas of Theed A, 
Theed B, Dara A, Dara B and Gand-
tal were counseled and referred to 
the concerned Departments.
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Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Rejects Request To Revoke 
Suspension Of 12 MPs

Photo courtesy: IANS

IANS

Rajya Sabha Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu on Tues-
day turned down the 

Opposition's appeal for revoca-
tion of suspension of 12 MPs.

"I am not considering the 
appeal of Leader of Opposition 
Mallikarjun Kharge to revoke 
suspension of 12 MPs as the 
suspended MPs have not apol-
ogised are are justifying their 
behaviour," he observed.

At this, the Opposition 
members staged a walk-out.

Kharge had raised the issue 
under rule 256 saying that the 
suspension was contrary to 
rules of the procedure of rules.

"The Members have been 
suspended over a conduct 
which occurred in the previ-
ous session and is against the 
rules of the House," the LoP 
said, adding that the question 

of apologising does not arise.
In response, the Chairman 

said that the House has ad-
opted a motion and on the day 
of occurance, the MPs were 
named by the Chair.

On Tuesday morning, the 
Opposition parties, barring the 
TMC, assembled at Kharge's of-
fice to chalk out a strategy on 
the matter and met the Chair 
but were left disappointed.

Justifying their act, Derek 
O'Brien of TMC said that the 
Members were compelled to 
resort to such a behaviour in 
the Monsoon session as cer-

tain issues were not being 
brought up for discussion de-
spite repeated requests. "Not 
the 12 Opposition MPs but the 
80 MPs of treasury should be 
suspended," he asserted.

On Monday, the Upper 
House had suspended 12 MPs 
for the entire winter session 
for creating ruckus in the 
House during the monsoon 
session on August 11.

The suspended MPs are from 
the Congress, Trinamool Con-
gress, CPI, CPI-M and Shiv Sena.

The members are -- Syed 
Naseer Hussain, Akhilesh 
Prasad Singh, Phulo Devi Ne-
tam, Chhaya Verma, Ripun 
Bora and Rajmani Patel of the 
Congress, Priyanka Chaturve-
di, Anil Desai of the Shiv Sena, 
Elamaram Kareem of the CPI-
M, Binoy Viswam of the CPI, 
Dola Sen and Shanta Chhetri 
of the Trinamool.

"THE MEMBERS 
have been suspended 
over a conduct which 

occurred in the previous 
session and is against the 
rules of the House," 

Indian Army Receives New Israeli Heron 
Drones For Deployment In Ladakh: Report

Asian News International

NEW DELHI: After a delay of a 
few months due to COVID-19, 
the Indian Army's surveillance 
capabilities have received a 
major boost as Israel has deliv-
ered advanced Heron drones 
under the emergency procure-
ment clause to keep an eye on 
the Chinese activities in the 
Ladakh sector.

"The advanced Heron drones 
have arrived in the country 
and are being deployed for 
surveillance operations in the 
eastern Ladakh sector," top 
government sources told news 
agency ANI.

These drones are operation-
al now and are far more ad-
vanced than the Herons in the 
existing inventory and their 
anti-jamming capability is 
much better than their previ-
ous versions, the sources said.

The acquisition of these 
drones has been done under 
the emergency financial pow-
ers granted by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment to the Defence Forces un-
der which they can buy equip-
ment and systems worth ₹ 
500 crores to upgrade their 
warfighting capabilities, amid 
ongoing border conflict with 
China, they added.

According to sources, the oth-
er small or mini drones are be-
ing acquired from Indian firms.

The Indian Defence Forces 
have been taking these ini-
tiatives to acquire weapon 
systems that can help them 
in the ongoing conflict with 
China. The last time such a fa-
cility was given to the Defence 
Forces was in 2019 right after 
the Balakot airstrikes against 
terrorist camps in Pakistan.

Using the same facility, the 
Indian Navy has leased two 
Predator drones which have 
been taken from American 
firm General Atomics.

The Indian Air Force had 

exercised the same powers 
to acquire a large number of 
anti-tank guided missiles, 
long-range precision-guided 
artillery shells along with the 
Hammer air to ground stand-
off missiles with a strike range 
of around 70 kilometres.

The emergency procure-
ment powers under capital 
acquisition route ended on 
August 31 this year.

The armed forces have a 
few more projects in the fi-
nal stages and if they get an 
extension, they may go ahead 
for purchasing that equipment 
too for improving their com-
bat capabilities.

The Arrival Of Omicron: Is 
Vaccine Inequality To Blame?

Agence France-Presse

PARIS: In October 2020, as scien-
tists around the world raced to de-
velop a vaccine to fight Covid-19, 
the leader of the World Health Or-
ganization warned against looming 
"vaccine nationalism".

In a video address, Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said at the time 
that the only way to beat the pan-
demic was by making sure poorer 
countries had fair access to a vaccine.

"When we have an effective vac-
cine, we must also use it effective-
ly," he said.

"And the best way to do that is to 
vaccinate some people in all countries 
rather than all people in some coun-
tries. Vaccine nationalism will pro-
long the pandemic, not shorten it."

Over a year later, vaccine in-
equality is undeniable.

Rich nations like France and Japan 
have given at least one dose to over 
75 percent of their populations.

In South Africa -- where the Omi-
cron variant was first sequenced 
-- only a quarter of the population 
has been vaccinated. And is one of 
the highest inoculation rates on the 
continent.

But is vaccine inequality the rea-
son behind Omicron's emergence?

French experts tasked with in-
forming their government's pan-
demic response say Omicron likely 

came from a patient with a depressed 
immune system and is the result of a 
long line of mutations that accumu-
lated during a chronic infection.

But wherever it came from, its 
spread would have been "slower, 
the higher the immunity of the 
surrounding population," Arnaud 
Fontanet, scientific advisory board 
member and epidemiologist at the 
Pasteur Institute, told AFP.

"You can imagine that the growth 
of the virus during uncontrolled 
epidemics creates more opportuni-
ties for variants to emerge," he said.

- 'Shock the world' -
"I would like for this new worry 

to shock the world into realising the 
importance of vaccinating people on 
a global scale," Fontanet said.

"The planet will only be safe 
when we achieve a level of global 
immunity that significantly limits 
the spread and opportunities for 
new variants to emerge," he said.

The WHO sounded the alarm on 
vaccine inequality again in Septem-
ber when countries with plenty 
of resources began eyeing booster 
shots for vaccinated adults and oth-
ers considered vaccines for children.

Speaking from WHO's headquar-
ters in Geneva, Tedros called on 
countries to avoid giving out extra 
Covid jabs until the end of the year, 
pointing to the millions worldwide 
who have yet to receive a single dose.

Omicron Threat: Delhi Govt 
Prepares 30,000 Beds, Ramps 
Up Oxygen Availability

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Tuesday said 
his government is gearing 

up to fight a possible threat of the 
Omicron variant of coronavirus 
and has prepared 30,000 oxygen 
beds and also ramped up oxygen 
supply and storage facilities.

The chief minister held a meet-
ing with government depart-
ments to review the preparations 
to deal with a possible third wave.

"This time, we have prepared 
30,000 oxygen beds. Out of these, 
10, 000 are ICU beds. There are 
6,800 beds under construction that 
will be ready by February, he said. 

In every municipal ward 
we will be able to prepare 100 
oxygen beds at a notice of two 
weeks. There are 270 municipal 
wards which means we will be 
able to prepare 27,000 beds at a 
short notice," he said in an on-
line media briefing.

The chief minister also said 
that the government is order-
ing 32 kinds of medicines to 
create their buffer stocks of two 
months and training manpower.

The preparations for home iso-
lation are also being done, he said.

The national capital grappled 
with an oxygen crisis during 
the second wave in April and 
May, the chief minister said, 
adding the government has cre-
ated an extra storage facility of 
442 metric tonnes of medical 
oxygen, something that was not 
there during the previous wave.

We had zero capacity to pro-
duce oxygen. We have installed 

PSA plants that can produce 121 
MT oxygen. Last time, the hos-
pitals were sending out sending 
out SOS messages for oxygen. We 
have directed to install telemetry 
devices in all oxygen tanks across 
Delhi so that our war room will 
be in the know where oxygen is 
running out," he said.

The government has import-
ed 6,000 cylinders from China 
and there are three private re-
filling plants that can fill 1500 
cylinders per day and we have 
put up two bottling plants that 
can fill 1400 cylinders on a daily 
basis, he said.

In April and May, Delhi battled a 
brutal second wave of the pandem-
ic that claimed a huge number of 
lives and led to a shortage of oxygen 
and essential drugs at hospitals.

On April 20, Delhi had report-
ed 28,395 cases, the highest in 
the city since the beginning of 
the pandemic last year. On April 
22, the case positivity rate was 
36.2 per cent, the highest so far.

The highest number of 448 
deaths was reported on May 3.

Iran Makes Maximalist 
Demands As Vienna Nuclear 
Talks Continue

Agencies

Iran has struck a maximalist tone 
after just one day of restarted 
talks in Vienna over its tattered 

nuclear deal.
Speaking to Iranian state televi-

sion on Tuesday, Iran’s top nuclear 
negotiator, Ali Bagheri suggested 
everything discussed in previous 
rounds of diplomacy could be re-
negotiated.

Bagheri referred to the previous 
rounds of talks only as a “draft.”

“Drafts are subject to negotia-
tion. Therefore nothing is agreed on 
unless everything has been agreed 
on,” he said. 

"On that basis, all discussions 
that took place in the six rounds are 
summarised and are subject to ne-
gotiations. This was admitted by all 
parties in today’s meeting as well.”

That directly contradicted com-
ments on Monday made by the Euro-
pean Union diplomat leading the talks.

“The Iranian delegation...have ac-
cepted that the work done over the 
six first rounds is a good basis to 
build our work ahead, so no point in 
going back," Enrique Mora said then.

Iranian sanctions
Iran's maximalist tone may rep-

resent an opening gambit by new 
hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi 
or signal serious trouble for those 
hoping to restore the 2015 deal.

Another state TV segment saw Ba-
gheri in Vienna also saying Iran de-
manded a “guarantee by American 
not to impose new sanctions” or not 
re-impose previously lifted sanctions.

Eslami, speaking to Iran's state-
run IRNA news agency, reiterated 
that demand.

“The talks (in Vienna) are about 
return of the US to the deal and they 
have to lift all sanctions and this 
should be in practice and verifiable,” 
he said. He did not elaborate.

Talks in Vienna resumed Monday 
after an over five-month hiatus as 
Raisi took power. 

Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's top 
representative to the talks, tweeted 
on Tuesday that the resumption of 
negotiations was “quite successful.”

Meanwhile French President Em-
manuel Macron called on Raisi in a 
phone conversation to return to ful-
filling Tehran's obligations under the 
2015 nuclear deal "without delay."

CET For UG, PG Courses In Central 
Universities May Be Held From 
2022-2023 Through NTA: UGC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The Common En-
trance Test (CET) for undergrad-
uate and postgraduate courses 
in central universities may be 
conducted from the academic 
session 2022-2023 through the 
National Testing Agency (NTA), 
according to the UGC.

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has also said 
that for admission in PhD pro-
gramme NET score shall be 
used, wherever feasible.

"Accordingly, all central uni-
versities are advised to take 
appropriate measures for the 
Common Entrance Test from the 
academic session 2022-2023.

These tests would be conduct-
ed in minimum 13 languages in 
which NTA is already conduct-
ing JEE and NEET examinations," 
the UGC said in a letter to vice-
chancellors of all universities.

"The Common Entrance Test 
may also be adopted by the will-
ing state/private universities/
deemed to be universities," the 
commission said.

The National Education Policy 

(NEP), 2020, had proposed a CET 
for all universities through the 
NTA which will serve as a pre-
mier, expert, autonomous test-
ing organisation to offer high-
quality common aptitude test, 
as well as specialised common 
subject exams in the sciences, 
humanities, languages, arts, and 
vocational subjects in higher 
education institutions.

A committee was constituted 
to look into the matter and to 
suggest the modalities for con-
ducting the test for central uni-
versities.

"The committee held several 
rounds of discussions regarding 
the modalities in details for con-
ducting the CET.

Thereafter, a meeting was held 
with the vice-chancellors of all 
central universities on November 
21 to discuss the recommenda-
tions of the panel," it said.

The Ministry of Education had 
earlier announced that admis-
sion to universities will be based 
on a common entrance test from 
2021 academic session but the 
plan could not take off due to 
challenges posed by COVID-19.

Fastest, Highest, Longest: Five Records Set By UAE
Agence France-Presse

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: 
From the world's tallest building 
to the deepest diving pool, the 
United Arab Emirates, which turns 
50 on Thursday, has a love of set-
ting records.

Here are five of the wealthy Gulf 
state's record-breaking feats:

Tallest building
Dubai is the glitziest of the 

UAE's seven emirates and its shin-
ing achievement is the needle-
shaped Burj Khalifa, the world's 
tallest building.

The 828-metre (2,717-feet) sky-
scraper, in glistening glass and 
steel, opened in the downtown 
area in 2010. 

Known as Burj Dubai before its 
inauguration, it was renamed Burj 
Khalifa in honour of UAE's Presi-
dent Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan.
Biggest Ferris wheel

The world's largest Ferris 
wheel, Ain Dubai, opened 
in October 2021.

At 250 metres 
(820 feet) from 
t h e 

ground to the top of its rim, Ain 
Dubai ("Dubai Eye") towers above 
the Bluewaters artificial island.

Each of its 48 carriages can hold 
40 people, and it takes 38 minutes 

to complete a full rotation.
Longest zipline

Dubai is not the only emir-
ate with record-breaking 

structures, with Ras 
A l - K h a i m a h 

boast-

ing the world's longest zipline.
Jebel Jais Flight, which opened 

in January 2018, spans 2,831.88 
metres (9,290 feet). 

Riders can reach speeds up to 

150 kilometres (93 miles) per 
hour as they zip through the Hajar 
mountain range. 

Deepest diving pool
Dubai added to its list of re-

cords in June when it opened the 
world's deepest swimming pool 
for diving. 

Deep Dive Dubai, an indoor 
facility for scuba diving, plumbs 
60 metres (196 feet). Divers 
can explore a mock sunken 
city, play chess and navigate 
through caves. 

Fastest rollercoaster
Abu Dhabi, the UAE capital, also 

has its share of records including 
the world's fastest rollercoaster. 

Formula Rossa, which simu-
lates driving a Formula One car 
at a speed of up to 240 kilometres 
(150 miles) an hour, is located at 
the Ferrari World theme park and 
opened in November 2010. 

Allahabad HC Grants Bail To Sharjeel Imam
The Allahabad High Court 

has granted bail to Sharjeel 
Imam in a case pertaining 

to alleged provocative speech 
against the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act at the Aligarh Muslim 
University in 2019.

The bail was granted by Justice 
Saumitra Dayal Singh of the Alla-
habad High Court on Saturday.

A detailed order on Imam's bail 
is yet to be issued.

Sharjeel Imam, a former JNU 
student and one of the key organ-
isers of the Shaheen Bagh protest, 
was arrested last year from Bihar's 
Jehanabad.

In his speech, Imam had pur-
portedly asked protesters to cut off 
from India.

Police in Manipur, Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh had also lodged 
FIRs against the JNU scholar. How-
ever, the activist got bail in the As-

sam and Arunachal Pradesh cases.
Sharjeel Imam was also accused 

of making inflammatory speeches 
which led to violence outside 
Jamia Milia Islamia University in 
December 2019.

In April, Delhi Police charged 
him with sedition, alleging his 
speech promoted enmity be-
tween people that led to riots in 

the Jamia Millia Islamia Univer-
sity area.

An FIR was registered against 
him in Uttar Pradesh's Aligarh dis-
trict and by Delhi Police in Janu-
ary 2020 under IPC sections 124 A 
(sedition) and 153 A (promoting 
or attempting to promote dishar-
mony or feelings of enmity on 
grounds of religion, race, place of 
birth, residence, language, caste or 
community or any other ground 
whatsoever), 153B (making state-
ments provoking breach of peace) 
and 505(2) (statements made 
which are alarming, false inten-
tion to create disharmony) of the 
Indian Penal Code.

Sharjeel Iman is presently 
lodged in Tihar jail in Delhi 
since he has also been charged 
in the Delhi riots conspiracy 
case and the Jamia protest vio-
lence case._ IANS

"THE ADVANCED HERON DRONES have 
arrived in the country and are being deployed for 
surveillance operations in the eastern Ladakh sector,"



OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE DIVISION – IV.

Pampore Kashmir – 192121 
Email: xentlmd4@gmail.com  

EXTENSION NOTICE-2
In view of the poor response the last date of receipt of tenders (online), bid submission end date and 
bid opening of NIT No: TLMD/IV/e-NIT/24 of 2021-22 for “Supply, Fabrication and Erection, Of steel 
structure for 2x50MVA, 132/33KV Grid Station Khrew as per specification mentioned in SBD and BOQ 
under the jurisdiction of  TLMD-IV Pampore is further extended as under:

1 e-Bid submission end date and time
06-12-2021 

up to 14:00 hrs

2
Date of opening of online techno 
commercial /financial bid

07-12-2021 at 14:00 hrs

All other terms and conditions shall remain same. The tender document / NIT / BOQ can be downloaded 
from websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in. 

--SD--
Executive Engineer, 

DIPK-NB-5455/21  TLMD-IV Pampore

Kashmir Getting 10-12 
Percent More Electricity 
This Winter: Admin
Rohit Kansal Says Consumers Being Provided 3 to 4 Hours ‘Extra 
Electricity’ This Year, Commends People For ‘Judicious Use’

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Principal Secretary 
Rohit Kansal on Tuesday said 
the Power Development De-
partment was providing 10 to 
12 percent more electricity to 
Kashmir as compared to the 
previous year.

During a visit to take stock of 
the preparations in every dis-
trict regarding power scenario, 
Kansal said the electricity de-
partment was “fully prepared” 
for the winter.

“I was informed by locals, of-
ficers, and deputy commission-
er [Pulwama] that as compared 
to last year every consumer on 
an average is being provided 3 
to 4 hours of extra electricity," 
claimed Kansal.

Kansal said most of the 
bottlenecks in transmission of 
electricity, which the depart-
ment faced last year have been 
removed and commended the 
public for “judicious use” of 
electricity.

"I must acknowledge that 
last year every consumer of the 
Valley respected us a lot and 
cooperated a lot in making ju-
dicious use of electricity during 
winter,” he said.

“The people of our depart-
ment also worked hard and 

made every effort to restore 
power supply during heavy 
snowfall last year, this year too, 
the department is ready to make 
every effort to provide uninter-
rupted power supply," he said.

He said they have made it 
clear to all the officials to make 
public the curtailment schedule 
and provide power supply to the 
consumers strictly as per the no-
tified curtailment schedule.

"Unfortunately, we are not 
in a position to totally do away 
with the curtailment schedule, 
so we have to make some cur-
tailments,” he said. “But the de-
partment has been given strict 
instructions to the officials to 
follow the curtailment sched-
ule, so that people do not face 
any problems."

Kansal appealed to the peo-
ple to again use electricity ju-

diciously so that “we will have 
more power supply and we will 
be able to reduce the curtail-
ment period."

Kansal sought a detailed list 
of all the feeders which suffer 
more than 80 percent losses 
and directed the field staff to 
take immediate remedial ac-
tion. He "regretted" the losses 
in transmission and said reve-
nue collection remained a mat-
ter of "serious concern."

He observed that reduction of 
losses and uninterrupted sup-
ply were "two sides of the same 
coin and if losses were brought 
down below 20%, the KPDCL 
would be in a position to sup-
ply uninterrupted power. Con-
versely, if illegal power usage 
and theft continued unabated, 
the position of the department 
to supply power would be se-
verely constrained."

Kansal appealed to the peo-
ple to avoid the use of banned 
heating equipment such as 
heating coils. "People should 
pay electricity bills on time and 
also avoid using crude heating 
devices for their own good,” 
he said. “If the public is able to 
give this sort of cooperation, 
then definitely the department 
will be able to improve the sup-
ply of electricity.”

3 Intruders Arrested, 5 Killed Along 
Jammu Border This Year: BSF

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Inspector General 
of Border Security Force, 
Jammu Frontier, D K Boora 
on Tuesday said that alert 
troops of BSF killed five in-
truders and apprehended 
three others hailing from 
Pakistan along the interna-
tional border this year in 
Jammu region.

"Alert BSF troops have 
neutralised five intrud-
ers and also apprehended 
three Pakistani intruders, 
while they were trying to 
infiltrate from Interna-
tional Border till now since 
January 2021," IG Boora 
told media persons here in 
an interaction on the eve of 
Raising Day of the BSF.

"BSF is manning about 
192 km of IB and Line of 
Control along side the In-
dian Army," he said, add-

ing that 2021 witnessed 
manifold challenges from 
the counterparts like drone 
activities.

"Tunneling and smug-
gling attempts but true to 
its tradition, the BSF Jam-
mu thwarted all attempts 
of adversary and foiled 
their nefarious designs," 
said the IG.

He said as a result of ro-
bust domination and sur-
veillance on international 
border, there has been con-
tinued peace on the Jammu 
IB, adding, "Jammu has con-
tinuously carried out anti-
tunnel drives along the IB 
and due to its efforts, it was 
able to detect two tunnels 
on international border in 
the month of January, 2021 
and made a huge dent to the 
infiltration attempts by the 
anti-national elements from 
Pakistan."

Boora said the detection 
of these tunnels also ex-
posed the nefarious designs 
of Pakistan-based terrorists 
and smugglers.

"The ever-vigilant troops 
of BSF were also able to 
neutralise one Pakistani 
smuggler, who was trying 
to smuggle a consignment 
of narcotics from Kathua 
border on June 23 this year, 
wherein BSF seized about 
27 kg of narcotics in this 
successful operation on the 
international border," said 
the IG BSF.

He further said that 
BSF also made the border 
population aware of the 
drone operations carried 
out by Pakistan -based 
anti national elements 
and many drone aware-
ness programmes were 
organised with border 
population.

‘People Complacent’: 
DHSK Cautions Over 
Rising Covid Cases

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Director Health Ser-
vices Kashmir Mushtaq Ahmad 
Rather on Tuesday said there 
is an increase in the number of 
Covid-19 cases as the public had 
become complacent in following 
prevention protocols.

“There has been an increased 
prevalence of cases,” Rather 
said, during a meeting with 
Medical Superintendents of all 
hospitals across Kashmir 
to review Covid-19 ar-
rangements.

Amid fresh 
threats of newer 
variants of the 
virus emerging, 
Mushtaq called 
for increased test-
ing. “We should 
have more focus 
on testing so that once 
cases are traced then we can iso-
late and treat them properly,” he 
said.

Mushtaq said the people “have 
been a bit complacent and they 
should continue to follow the 
precautionary measures and fol-
low the guidelines in letter and 
spirit.”

A spokesperson of health ser-
vices said the meeting reviewed 
Covid-19 related arrangements 
and discussed measures being 
put in place in view of the Omi-
cron variant, which has been 
classified as a Variant of Concern 
by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).

He said the department is 
ready and all the measures re-
lated to oxygen supplies and 
availability of medicines besides 
other arrangements have al-
ready been put in place to face 
any eventuality.

Mushtaq, officials said, di-
rected all the Medical Superin-
tendents to remain in an alert 
situation and keep the hospitals 
in the ready mode in case of any 
kind of eventuality.

He also directed them 
to keep the Covid-19 
related supplies avail-

able in hospitals and 
also create separate 
isolated beds which 
shall be kept ready 

for any kind of even-
tuality. Controller 

Stores DHSK, who was 
present in the meeting, 

was directed to keep the 
Covid related supplies available 
in abundance in all the hospitals.

All the Medical Superinten-
dents were given the latest 
guidelines issued by the Min-
istry of Health and Family Wel-
fare, Government of India, which 
were revised afresh in view of 
the Covid variant Omicron.

Further, Mushtaq stressed 
in IEC activities and awareness 
should be increased among the 
general public and said that ad-
herence to SOPs, Covid Appro-
priate Behavior, social distanc-
ing and wearing of masks are the 
first line of defense of any kind 
of variant.

Pulwama Admin 
Terms Media 
Reports Of Land 
Transfer To CRPF 
'Fake Narrative'

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Pulwama dis-
trict administration has termed 
media reports, quoting locals, 
of a proposed transfer of land to 
the paramilitary Central Reserve 
Police Force as "fake narrative" 
that will be "aptly dealt with"

The administration said it 
"categorically refuted the fake  
narrative being circulated in the 
social media that Irrigation land 
of people is being handed over 
to the CRPF.:

"General Public is hereby in-
formed that  land in question at 
Oukhoo, Kakapora is exclusively 
state land & is not proprietary 
land of any individual/org," they 
said. "Pulwama administration 
is committed towards people's 
welfare/ development & anyone 
with a counter agenda of spread-
ing baseless rumors and propa-
ganda shall be aptly dealt with."

Residents of Oukhoo in Pul-
wama have protested what 
they see as the snatching away 
of their livelihood by the trans-
fer of several kanals of state 
land — used for decades by local 
residents — to set up a paramili-
tary base.

Will Foil Conspiracies 
Against Statehood 
Restoration: Bukhari

Lolab Villages 
Denied Rations 
For Months, 
Storekeeper 
Suspended 

Observer News Service

KUPWARA: Assistant Direc-
tor Food on Tuesday put under 
suspension a storekeeper after 
local residents in Sever, Gadwad, 
Dudhban and its adjoining areas 
in Lolab protested against the 
latter for leaving them without 
ration for the past three months.

Assistant Director Food told 
a local news agency the erring 
storekeeper has been placed 
under suspension till further 
orders after it was brought to 
his notice. 

“I have placed the store-
keeper namely Tariq Ah Banday 
under suspension till further 
orders”, he said adding further 
action as warranted would be 
taken against him. “I have also 
sought an explanation from the 
TSO concerned regarding his 
conduct.”

“I will personally visit there 
tomorrow to oversee the distri-
bution of ration in the villages”, 
he further said.

Earlier in the day, the resi-
dents of several villages alleged 
that they were without ration 
for the last three months, as ac-
cording to them, the storekeep-
er was not visiting the depot for 
distribution of ration. 

Obituary: Rev Sanjeeb- 
A Dynamic & Outspoken 
Personality
The passing away of Rev Sanjeeb Mj (Swami Anirud-
dhanandaji) on November 27, 2021 has come as a rude 
shock to all his devotees across India. He was known for 
his upright, daring, dynamic and outspoken personal-
ity and has made a huge contribution, struggled with 
long legal battles and getting possession of Swamiji’s 
ancestral home in Kolkata from the people who were 
occupying it for decades.

He was also deputed during the unrests at Rahara 
and Gol Park centres and was actively involved in or-
ganising the Devotees Convention at Belur Math in 
1980. He was highly influential with the top brass of 
the society, including top industrialists, bureaucrats, 
politicians, etc. He was stationed in Bombay for 
about eight months in 1985-86 for fund collection for 
RKM Brindavan and had developed cordial relations 
with many devotees there. 

He has been a great source of inspiration and in-
fluence to many volunteers of RKM Bombay and drew 
them closer to Thakur Sri. Ramkrishna,  MAA-Sharda 
and Swamiji with his in-depth explanation of stories 
from the Gospels & letters of Swamiji.

From Bombay he was 
called to join the legal dept. 
at the HQ at Belur Math in 
February 1986. The Platform 
at Bombay Central Station 
was crowded with his devo-
tees and admirers. Two vol-
unteers accompanied him to 
Brindavan. One of them is a 
Senior Swamiji of RKM now. 
He could have taken strangers 
as his own. Whatever is good 

or bad in your life today, it is always good to take the 
truth in life.

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Apni Party President 
Altaf Bukhari on Tuesday ex-
pressed deep concern over politi-
cal parties opposed to the resto-
ration of statehood to Jammu and 
Kashmir.

In a statement, Bukhari vowed 
that his Apni Party will stay 
with its pledge and struggle till 
the Statehood is restored to J&K. 
“There will be no compromise on 
this demand, come what may,” he 
remarked.

Bukhari said that since its in-
ception, Apni Party in March 
2020, made it clear that it wanted 
the Statehood restored to J&K at 
the earliest, while it requested 
the Supreme Court to decide the 
matter regarding Abrogation of 
Article 370 without any further 
delay keeping in view aspirations 
of the people.

He said that by their overtures 
and public posturing it seems 
that National Conference and 
PDP are conspiring against resto-
ration of Statehood because they 
know that Apni Party is the sole 
party that had taken a firm stand 
on the issue from day one since 
this arbitrary decision was taken.

“Simply for the reason of their 
partisan interests, these parties 
have started working against 
Statehood for J&K. Their promise 
of reuniting Ladakh and J&K is 
also hollow,” Bukhari observed, 
adding that knowing all this, they 
want to show that Statehood too 
is not possible so that they can 

avoid accountability to the prom-
ises that they had made earlier.

He said that Apni Party has 
time and again maintained that 
its politics would be rooted in 
realism.  Bukhari said that Apni 
Party laid emphasis on restora-
tion of Statehood because snatch-
ing away this status had inflicted 
an assault on the identity of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

He recalled that this demand 
was listed in the Apni Party 
memorandum that was submit-
ted to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah from time to time since the 
inception of the Party.

That time, he said, parties like 
NC and PDP had started leveling 
baseless charges, and now they 
are conspiring to fulfill their petty 
political ambitions by agreeing to 
the UT as the final status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

“Now these parties have start-
ed beseeching for elections in the 
current status by trying to under-
mine the idea of the restoration 
of statehood. Their high mark 
of getting Article 370 has been 
edged out of the discourse, and 
they are maintaining mysteri-
ous silence on the restoration of 
the Statehood to J&K,” Bukhari 
averred.

This climbdown is a betrayal of 
the people, but it is not surprising 
as NC and PDP are habitual of let-
ting down the people– by making 
false promises, hoodwinking the 
masses, and then finally signing the 
surrender agreements, he added.
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IUST’s Government Polytechnic College 

Offers 
on-spot admission to 

1. Diploma in Civil Engineering 
2. Diploma in Electrical Engineering 
3. Diploma in Mechanical Engineering 
Eligibility: 
Matric or equivalent examination with a minimum of 35% 
marks with Science and Mathematics as compulsory subjects. 

Only few seats left. 
HURRY UP! 

For details, please visit the university website  www.iust.ac.in [OR] 
Call EPABX: 01933-247252 Phone: 9858306455 / 9906400789.  

Issued Through, Public Relations and Media Centre 
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GOVERNEMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, 
PRISONS DEPARTMENT, J&K,JAMMU

e-TENDER  NOTICE FOR COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  OF X-RAY BAGGAGE 
SCANNERS INSTALLED IN DIFFERENT JAILS OF J&K  MAKE “ASTROPHYSICS” MODEL XIS-100XD

e- NIT NO: 04-OF-2021  DATED: 18.11.2021
For and on behalf of Lt.Governorof Jammu and Kashmir UT, online  e-tenders are  invited from  the  original  firms/ Authorized  Distributors/Service providers  
with  the  Goods & Service tax department  for  maintaining/servicing/repairingof existing system“X-RAY BAGGAGE SCANNERS INSTALLED IN DIFFERENT 
JAILS OF J&K  MAKE “ASTROPHYSICS” MODEL XIS-100XDas  per  terms & conditions mentioned in this tender document. The intending tenderer/s shall  
have to attach earnest money /tender fees  in the shape of Demand draft/CDR/FDR from any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank to be pledged to the Financial 
Advisor/CAO Prisons Department J&Kfor an amount to the extent shown against each belowfailing which the tender shall not be entertained- 
The detailed documents, Criteria and other terms and conditions can be seen/downloaded from the governmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below:-

S.no Description Date Time
1 Date of Issue/publishing of tender notice 18.11.2021 10.00 am
2 Date of  Downloading of bidding documents or Start date 19.11.2021 10.30 am
3 Bid submission Start date 20.11.2021 10.00 am
4 Bid Submission closing/end date 15.12.2021   3.00 pm
5 Date and time of opening  online Bids 16.12.2021 3.00 pm (in the office chamber of DGP Prisons J&K
6 Deadline for receiving the hardcopy of Original DD & EMD including 

all the soft copy of documents in favour of approved firm/Contractor
14.12.2021 upto 3.00 pm

7 EMD AMOUNT Rs.100000.00
8 Cost of tender documents (Non-refundable) Rs. 5000.00 

Instructions:-
a) The bids must be accompanied with the cost of tender documents in the shape of Demand Draft in favour Financial Advisor/CAO Prisons Department 

J&K and earnest money/bid in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Financial Advisor/CAO Prisons Department J&K.
b) The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on web site www.jktenders.gov.in.
c) The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
d) Bidders must ensure to upload the scanned copy of all the necessary documents with the bid. Besides original/photocopies of documents related 

to the bid be submitted physically by hand /registered/courier before the specified in para-1.
e)  Bidders must upload the scanned copy of all the necessary documents including earnest money and tender document fee in terms of soft copies 

with technical bid and submit the hardcopies of all the uploaded documents duly attested under the hand and seal of the tenderer. No documents 
which has/have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of Hard copy. However in case any clarification, the bidders shall have to 
produce original documents in support of soft copies if need arises.

f) The earnest money in favour of unsuccessful /No-responsive bidders shall be released only after ensuring submission of tender document fee in 
original, irrespective of hardcopies, failure of submission of tender documents fee by the bidder using the site shall entitle him for blacklisting.

g) The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.
h) The tender is in two bid cover system.

Sd/-
NO:-Acctts/N/403-II/7100-7104  Financial Advisor/CAO,
DIPK-13870/21  Prisons Department, J&K, Jammu
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN
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Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com
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Azad’s Pitch 
For Statehood

F
ormer Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad has called on the Centre to conclude the 
delimitation process in the union territory by Feb-
ruary and hold assembly polls immediately after the 
winter. Addressing a workers' meeting in Devsar area 

of south Kashmir's Kulgam on Saturday, Azad also said it was 
not feasible to conduct polls during the next four months of 
winter. The former chief minister once again made a strong 
pitch for the restoration of statehood which, according to him, 
should be followed up with the delimitation. He rightly said 
there was no difference of opinion in Kashmir and Jammu over 
the grant of statehood. “Hindu brothers in Jammu, Sikhs, Mus-
lims in Kashmir and even Pandits want statehood,” he said. 

Significantly, Azad also called for the restoration of August 4, 
2019 position in J&K, something he had been shying away from 
saying so far. However, he added that till the time the August 
4 position was restored, the centre should grant J&K state-
hood. In his speech, however, Azad ensured he maintained 
a balance between the sensitivities in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Recently, many of his loyalists quit the Congress party in the 
union territory in protest against the current state president 
of the party Ghulam Ahmad Mir. 

But will the centre pay any attention to Azad’s pleas on state-
hood? It is least likely to do so, despite the fact that Azad en-
joys a great relationship with prime minister Narendra Modi. 
When Azad’s tenure in Rajya Sabha ended early this year, PM 
Modi had broken down in his farewell speech for him. But so 
far as making any political concessions on Kashmir is con-
cerned, there seems hardly any possibility of a rethink in the 
union government. The centre has no immediate plan to re-
store statehood. This was also obvious from the recent visit 
of the home minister Amit Shah to J&K. Statehood, the home 
minister said will be followed by the fresh delimitation of As-
sembly seats in J&K and the subsequent elections. A delimita-
tion commission has already been in place for the last over a 
year and it may soon complete its mandate. The enhancement 
of the Assembly seats, Shah said, will be followed by holding 
ny the elections within the union territory framework.  

It is not clear whether the statehood that would hopefully 
come after delimitation and the election would be full or a 
truncated one where the real power would vest with the gover-
nor. Such an arrangement, according to mainstream J&K politi-
cians, would hardly be enough to make a redeeming difference 
to the existing state of affairs, as fundamentally there won’t be 
much that would change on the ground.  But here’s hoping that 
things change for the good and the centre does reach out to 
Kashmir if not make some real political concessions. 

Mask It Up 

T
his is in connection with the 
editorials and articles that 
Kashmir Observer is publish-
ing to enlighten its readers 
about the new variant of con-

cern - omicron. It is a welcome step 
by the newspaper as many in Kashmir 
are under the impression that the pan-
demic is over. 

This new variant should be sufficient 
to raise alarms. Moreover, even with 
Vaccination, one cannot be quite sure 

about its efficacy with respect to the 
variant just yet. Even though data has 
been suggesting that the new variant 
might not be as detrimental, there’s 
still time before we can finally breathe 
a sigh of relief. 

Till then it is important for us to mask 
up because this is the most simple way 
to keep covid at bay. Additionally, we 
need to scale up vaccination. Moreover, 
we’re also part of the international 
community and even our modest voice 

can be promising. We must speak for 
equity in vaccine distribution and en-
sure that the world community rises 
to the occasion to make vaccines avail-
able for all. Poor countries have been 
raising alarms for the lack of vaccines 
for a while now whereas rich countries 
have wasted doses. Rich countries have 
also moved to giving booster shots to 
their citizens. This seems to be a very 
blatant example of vaccine apartheid. 
But it is not going to be substantial. 

As long as we keep poor countries to 
fend for themselves, there will be pos-
sibility of more variants and some may 
wreck havoc. 

It is easy to close off borders to your 
countries and literally leave the under-
privileged to themselves. 

The omicron threat is an opportunity 
for all of us to revaluate policies and be 
more responsible as individuals as well. 

Meheer Malik 

Surly India

T
he joke is on a surly ‘democratic’ India. The ‘retire-
ment’ of Munawar Faruqui, a young, Muslim stand-
up comedian whose shows have been repeatedly 
cancelled as a result of the custodians of law — the 
police in Bangalore being the latest example — 

caving in to pressure from right-wing groups, raises laughs 
about India’s claims of being a mature democracy that is able 
to laugh at its follies. Mr Faruqui had earlier been jailed on 
the basis of a complaint lodged by a convener of a right-wing 
outfit who alleged that the comedian had offended Indian 
deities — the Supreme Court had dismissed the charge as 
being specious after the lower courts had rejected his plea 
for bail. The Supreme Court’s summary dismissal of the al-
legations — was an arrest made for a joke that had not been 
cracked? — has deepened suspicions that Mr Faruqui’s perse-
cution may have something to do with his religious identity 
rather than humour. Incidentally, New India’s war on comedy 
has had other victims: Vir Das, Kiku Sharda, Agrima Joshua, 
Kunal Kamra and many others have been subjected to cen-
sorship, ranging from intimidation, contempt cases, threats 
of violence and even jail terms.

This systematic targeting lays bare a fundamental problem. 
An authoritarian polity — there is little doubt that India has re-
gressed to being one — finds comedy allergic. This is because 
throughout history humour and satire have retained elements 
of resistance against a totalitarian ethic. This, unsurprisingly, 
has led to governments, including elected dispensations, com-
mitting transgressions. In fact, the right-wing’s campaign 
against comedians — it threatens their livelihood — cannot be 
delinked from India’s deterioration on such registers as civil lib-
erties, press freedom and the freedom of speech. It is a pity that 
a government that claims monopoly on valour does not have the 
courage to stomach a few jibes. Legal protection for performers 
is necessary. But more needs to be done. Technological innova-
tions and a post-pandemic ambience have led to the rediscov-
ery of the therapeutic value of humour. There is even a lucrative 
market for such performances. The resistance to the encroach-
ment by vigilantes into this space must, therefore, come from 
the patrons — consumers and businesses — of this art.

Telegraph India 

It Is Votes, Stupid!
In Rolling Back Farmer Laws, PM Modi Didn’t Back Down. He 
Made A Clever And Potentially Game-Changing Political Move

P
RIME Minister Narendra 
Modi’s rolling back of the 
three contentious farm 
laws on the occasion of the 
birth anniversary of Guru 

Nanak took everyone by surprise. 
It has been seen as a rare retreat by 
the PM who has assiduously built a 
strongman image who does budge 
from his decision, no matter what. 
In fact, this image was one of the 
major factors that catapulted Modi 
to power at the centre in 2014.

It is true that this image, in part, 
was also set off by his predecessor 
Manmohan Singh. Singh’s taciturn 
disposition and passive approach 
created a mass hankering for a new 
leader to speak, to interact and ar-
ticulate the major public concerns 
and respond to them. More so, for a 
country that now reveled in imag-
ining itself as a rising global power 
and thus wanted a leader who ra-
diated some bravado. Modi easily 
fit the bill. He projected power and 
strength

Of course, there was much more 
to Modi: Before he became the PM, 
he was an engaging media story 
for the preceding one and a half-
decade during which he incarnated 
as a strident proponent of Hindu 
nationalism and a kind of develop-
ment messiah for his role in turn-
ing around Gujarat economy, a fact 
disputed by the opposition parties 
and some experts. This made him 
an all-encompassing persona that 
spoke to the prejudices, resent-
ments and aspirations of the ma-
jority community.

In power, he has lived up to this 
image. Perhaps never in the past 
seven decades has any leader so 
fundamentally changed India as PM 
Modi. True, Indira Gandhi, a power-
ful leader like Modi,  created Ban-
gladesh, and imposed emergency 
but she didn't tinker with the Ne-
hruvian ideological basis of India. 
So, didn't Narsimha Rao, when he 
roped in the future prime minister 
Manmohan Singh, then a retired 
bureaucrat, as a finance minister to 
usher in liberalisation of the Indian 
economy, diluting the longstanding 
socialist moorings of the country. 
But Modi's term has marked a de-
parture from all this. He has put In-
dia firmly on the road to Hindutva. 
He has shown the will to decisively 
alter the status quo to hone India to 

his nationalistic vision.
Call it decisiveness or overreach, 

Modi embarked on a series of far-
reaching decisions starting with 
demonetization in 2015. His second 
term has been more disruptive in 
nature:  Following the withdrawal 
of Article 370 he moved fast to en-
act Citizenship Amendment Act and 
took steps towards pan-India exten-
sion of National Register of Citizens 
which together have made religion 
as a basis of Indian citizenship and 
enabled fast-tracking of the citizen-
ship of the non-Muslim refugees 
from the neighbouring countries. 
The government has laid the foun-
dation of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya 
taking the decades-long Ram Janam 
Bhoomi movement to its logical 
conclusion. Now revoked farmers’ 
laws were passed, triggering pro-
tests by peasants. New Delhi's Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal who sup-
ported the centre on J&K was him-
self disempowered with most of the 
powers being vested in the Lieuten-
ant Governor.

In all the above cases, the PM 
didn’t budge, no matter the inten-
sity of the opposition to the moves.  
In Kashmir’s case, he risked the ad-
verse international fallout which, 
however, didn’t materialize. Even 
Pakistan which claims Kashmir and 
could have been expected to esca-
late the security challenge in the 
former state shied away. But in re-
gard to farmers, Modi has made an 
exception. The analysts have gener-
ally termed this as a result of the 
year-long resistance by the farmers. 
True, farmers have been unremit-
ting in their protests, despite losing 
over 600 people. They braved the 
chill of last winter and accusations 
from the top of being "andolanjee-
vis" and  "Khalistanis", the latter tag 
reserved for Sikh farmers. Still, the 
union government stood unmoved. 
Throughout the year, it gave no in-
dication that it was going to take 
back the laws - it only offered to 
defer their implementation until 
2022. But then the PM, as he does 
with all his big-bang announce-
ments, suddenly declared that the 
laws were no longer in force.

"Maybe something was lacking in 
our 'tapasya' [penance], which is 
why we could not convince some 
farmers about the laws," he said.

So, the question now arises is if 

the withdrawal of the laws was the 
outcome of the failure of tapasya 
as Modi concluded or the stead-
fastness of the farmers’ protest.  
It was neither. The decision, one 
can credibly argue, was dictated 
by cold electoral calculations as it 
came ahead of the elections early 
next year in key states such as Ut-
tar Pradesh and Punjab, which 
were the principal sites of farmer 
protests and where the BJP is in 
desperate need to shore up its sup-
port. More so, in Uttar Pradesh, 
India’s most populous state, where 
the chances of the BJP returning 
to power don’t look all that bright 
and where the BJP needs a victory 
to stay in the reckoning in 2024 
general elections. In India, over 50 
percent of the population makes 
a living from agriculture. Farming 
forms about 15 percent  of the na-
tion's $2.7 trillion economy.

Any party that ignores farmers 
does so at their peril. In both states, 
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, farm-
ers form a substantial vote bank. In 
the upcoming elections, this deeply 
alienated section of the population 
would not only have been expected 
to vote against the BJP but would 
also have vigorously campaigned 
against the saffron party.

The PM didn’t and wouldn’t have 
done this in the case of anti-CAA 
protests, no matter if the protests 
hadn’t been aborted by the advent 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Nor 
would he ever do this for Kash-
miris, no matter how much the 
latter seethe over the unilateral 
withdrawal of Article 370 in August 
2019.  The reason is simple: The BJP 
not only doesn’t count Muslims as a 
vote bank - an adversarial stance to-
wards the community is the party’s 
USP - but the population of Muslims 
themselves is too insignificant to 
have any say in the national politics 
- least of all that of Kashmiri Mus-
lims with a population of around 
eight million. This shouldn’t have 
been so in a democracy but this is 
the bitter reality of our times.

In rolling back farmer laws, the PM 
didn’t back down. He made a clever 
and potentially a game-changing 
political move.

The author is the Political Editor of 
Kashmir Observed

Riyaz Wani

FARMERS during their a protest against the agricultural laws in Delhi. | PTI

THE QUESTION 
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The Beast Of Masculinity
More And More, The Above Epithets That Are Forced Upon A Woman By Men, 

Reduce Women To Nothing But Object, Trash, Junk, Flesh And Body

“… Mard Tab Banay Ga,
Jab Tou Awra’tain Dabayah Ga,
Soch Yeh Rahi Tou Desh Jaldi 
Doob Jayay Ga.”

Transl. [For you will become the 
man,
Once you’ll overpower women,
Surely, to raise t’is ideology (in our-
selves)
Will soon enough, subdue our na-
tion.]

W
ell, I dread to take 
this venture to let 
the masculine gen-
der know that it 
isn’t that easy to 

scale the patience and weigh the ca-
pacity of women via the algorithms, 
theorems and formulas which men 
of diabolic character have manufac-
tured to fathom the depth and re-
sistance of women. All it needs is a 
man with a subtle-caliber. Nonethe-
less, what we do to her is indeed a 
heinous blot on the benign cloak of 
humanity. 

However, men are always in the 
lurk to escape or to put it through 
the other way around in order to 
satiate their thirst of bestiality and 
shape their leering-concupiscent 
desires. 

Truly, it's an obvious stance of a 
cross-sensuous dichotomy of  ‘ab-

stract’ and ‘concrete’. The headlong 
plunge into the game of a carnal 
flesh, or, nowadays everyone puts 
it by the manner of a daily idle gib-
berish; immersed in the sea of rov-
ing indulgences- pure debauchery. 
It turns into gossip among relatives 
and gradually develops into dinner-
talk betwixt affinity, fraternity and 
afterwards gets divulged among 
some talebearer friends in an argot, 
breaking in a direct narration, “I 
have spent a night on the precipice 
of Zabarwan [here it signifies the 
submissive woman] with the 'other' 
rather docile contestant”, she was 
as faithful as a cow. Ah! Those mo-
ments with her were sulky enough 

to call her ‘Pataka', 'Aafat’ and some 
Hinglish constructs calling her a 
'Rocket', fierce as a ‘Silver Bullet', 
loaded as the Russian 'Tank' of le-
thal ammunition and similar words.  
From the parlance of a modern na-
tive Hinglish verbal-lexicography, 
these words have been constructed 
for the beauty of women, or, in a dif-
ferent context, to abuse them. 

You are taking her for granted, as 
some kind of laboratory, where you 
can carry out your experiments. Hel-
lo! men of this caliber often fail and 
rot in a seething inferno, those who 
bear the trenchant malice in their 
bosom against women get roasted 
in an ever-burning Sulphur. The ones 
who always yell at them; the ‘queens 
of bed, the decorum of kitchens, the 
comfort of blankets’, so on and so 
forth, get caught-up in a quagmire-
indissoluble and often end-up in a 
chaos and conundrum.

More and more, the above epithets 
that are forced upon a woman by 
men, reduce women to nothing but 
object, trash, junk, flesh and body. 
Women are seriously suffering and 
it’s all on us — men — always bran-
dishing the masculine-hammer over 
them  like the mighty god Thor? 

Crimes against women are as prev-
alent as ever, yet we, the self-styled 
“sensible beings” are mute-specta-
tors of these regular episodes ad-
vertised by the beasts of masculinity 
regularly. Where women are mal-
treated, debunked and addressed 
negatively by in-humans of human-
ity — a heinous blot on the sanctimo-
nious relationship of a husband and 
wife. They worship only intimacy in 
their bedrooms. They have their eyes 
only on the flesh of women. May 
Almighty protect us from this con-
ventional, typical barbarity of men 
of this sort. 

Not only this alone, some men go 
onto abandon women and deem 
them unfit for their sexual entertain-
ment. But, as I call it, in contrast or in 
retaliation, ‘she is fit and worthy’ but 
you are not fine for her. 

*The above rap lyrics are from the 
song of the Bollywood movie “Man-
to”, sung by the rapper Raftaar.

Views expressed in the article are 
the author's own and do not neces-
sarily represent the editorial stance 

of Kashmir Observer

The author has completed his Mas-
ters in English Literature from the 

University of Kashmir 

FIRDOUS BAHAR

THOSE 
MOMENTS 

with her were 
enough to call her 
‘Pataka', 'Aafat’ 
and some Hinglish 
constructs calling 
her a 'Rocket', 
fierce as a ‘Silver 
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as the Russian 
'Tank'. From the 
parlance of a 
modern native 
Hinglish verbal-
lexicography, 
these words have 
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for the beauty of 
women, or, in a 
different context, 
to abuse them

Why Some People Find It Harder To Be Happy
Jolanta Burke

T
he self-help industry is boom-
ing, fuelled by research on 
positive psychology – the sci-
entific study of what makes 
people flourish. At the same 

time, the rates of anxiety, depression 
and self-harm continue to soar world-
wide. So are we doomed to be unhappy, 
despite these advances in psychology?

According to an influential article 
published in Review of General Psy-
chology in 2005, 50% of people’s happi-
ness is determined by their genes, 10% 
depends on their circumstances and 
40% on “intentional activity” (mainly, 
whether you’re positive or not). This 
so-called happiness pie put positive-
psychology acolytes in the driving seat, 
allowing them to decide on their hap-
piness trajectory. (Although, the unspo-
ken message is that if you are unhappy, 
it’s your own fault.)

The happiness pie was widely cri-
tiqued because it was based on as-
sumptions about genetics that have 
become discredited. For decades, be-
havioural genetics researchers carried 
out studies with twins and established 
that between 40% and 50% of the vari-
ance in their happiness was explained 
by genetics, which is why the percent-
age appeared in the happiness pie.

Behavioural geneticists use a statisti-
cal technique to estimate the genetic 
and environmental components based 
on people’s familial relatedness, hence 
the use of twins in their studies. But 
these figures assumed that both identi-
cal and fraternal twins experience the 
same environment when growing up 
together – an assumption that doesn’t 
really hold water.

In response to the criticism about the 
2005 paper, the same authors wrote a 
paper in 2019 that introduced a more 

nuanced approach on the effect of 
genes on happiness, which recognised 
the interactions between our genetics 
and our environment.

Nature and nurture

Nature and nurture are not indepen-
dent of each other. On the contrary, 
molecular genetics, the study of the 
structure and function of genes at the 

molecular level, shows that they con-
stantly influence one another. Genes 
influence the behaviour that helps 
people choose their environment. For 
example, extroversion passed from 
parents to children helps children build 
their friendship groups.

Equally, the environment changes 
gene expression. For example, when ex-
pecting mothers were exposed to fam-
ine, their babies’ genes changed accord-
ingly, resulting in chemical changes 
that suppressed production of a growth 

factor. This resulted in babies being 
born smaller than usual and with con-
ditions such as cardiovascular disease.

Nature and nurture are interdepen-
dent and affect each other constantly. 
This is why two people brought up in 
the same environment may respond 
to it differently, meaning that behav-
ioural genetics’ assumption of an equal 
environment is no longer valid. Also, 
whether or not people can become hap-
pier depends on their “environmental 
sensitivity” – their capacity to change.

Some people are susceptible to their 
environment and so can significantly 
change their thoughts, feelings and be-
haviour in response to both negative 
and positive events. So when attending 
a wellbeing workshop or reading a posi-
tive psychology book, they may become 
influenced by it and experience signifi-
cantly more change compared to others 
– and the change may last longer, too.

But there is no positive psychology in-
tervention that will work for all people 
because we are as unique as our DNA 
and, as such, have a different capac-
ity for wellbeing and its fluctuations 
throughout life.

Are we destined to be unhappy? Some 
people might struggle a little harder 
to enhance their wellbeing than oth-
ers, and that struggle may mean that 
they will continue to be unhappy for 
longer periods. And in extreme cases, 
they may never experience high levels 
of happiness.

Others, however, who have more ge-
netic plasticity, meaning they are more 
sensitive to the environment and hence 
have an increased capacity for change, 
may be able to enhance their wellbeing 
and perhaps even thrive if they adopt a 
healthy lifestyle and choose to live and 
work in an environment that enhances 
their happiness and ability to grow.

But genetics does not determine who 
we are, even if it does play a significant 
role in our wellbeing. What also mat-
ters are the choices we make about 
where we live, who we live with and 
how we live our lives, which affect both 
our happiness and the happiness of the 
next generations.

The author is Senior Lecturer, Centre 
for Positive Psychology and Health, 

RCSI University of Medicine and Health 
Science. The article is being reproduced 
by arrangements with The Conversation 
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dfosfdbla@gmail.com
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer 
Social Forestry Division Baramulla.

e- NIT NO:  10 fresh  OF 2021-22DATED:27/11 /2021
For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders are 
invited from approved and eligible contractors registered with Union Territory of  Jammu & Kashmir /
Central Govt. Organizations for the following works: -

S. 
NO

                  NAME OF WORK ADV. 
COST 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

CLASS OF CONTRAC-
TOR

Cost of 
Tender 
Docu-
ment. 
(Rs)

TIME OF 
COM-
PLE-
TION

Receiving 
/Opening 
Commit-
tee.

1 Providing and Fixing of 4 strands  
Barbed Wire Fencing with sawn 
Wooden Fence Posts  at  Co. 23/
Kandi  (District Baramulla) Social 
Forestry Division Baramulla.  SF 
Range Sopore  ( Scheme- CAPEX 
Addl   Fencing= 6300Rfts  Area = 
21   Hac.)

4.472 “C&D” Rs. 500/= 30 Cal-
endar 
days.

Tender 
Opening 
Commit-
tee

2 Providing and Fixing of 4 strands  
Barbed Wire Fencing with  sawn 
Wooden Fence Posts  at VWL Ka-
malkote Ext 11nd   (District Baram-
ulla Addl. ) Social Forestry Division 
Baramulla.Range Baramulla ( 
Scheme- CAPEX  Addl. Fencing= 
1600 Rfts  Area =  5.00    Hac.)

1.135 “C&D” Rs 200/- 30 Cal-
endar 
days.

Tender 
Opening 
Commit-
tee

3 1. Planting of saplings (poly 
bagged / ornamental) in pits of 
size 45cmx45cmx45cm within 
the available blanks of identified 
site including cost of poly bagged/
ornamental saplings)  as per 
break up: 1-Location :Bandipora-
Srinagar Road  Papchan Bridge  
Gamroo Patch Ist Area: 0.23km 
(0.345 Ha) (i)poly bagged/
ornamental saplings= 500 No.’s,  
2-Location :Bandipora-Srinagar 
Road  Papchan Bridge  Gamroo 
Patch 2nd Area: 0.1593km (0.24 
Ha) (i)poly bagged/ornamental 
saplings= 350 No.’s,  (SF Range 
Bandipora under  Scheme Capex  
strip 2021-22)

0.990 Persons who have 
experience in similar 
nature of works and 
are duly registered 
with departments 
like PWD/Forest/SFC 
etc. For works having 
contract value above 
Rs. 3.00 lacs. In case 
of works with con-
tract value upto Rs. 
3.00 lacs, all those 
persons who are 
resident of concerned 
Panchayat Halqa& 
duly registered with 
Dy. Commissioner 
would only be eligible 
to participate in the 
bidding.

Rs,200/- 15 Days Tender 
Opening 
Commit-
tee

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bills of 
quantities, (B.O.Q) set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the Website: -www.jktenders.gov.in.
Position of AA:Budgeted
Position of T/S: Received.
Position of Funds: Demanded
01. Publishing Date:- 27/11/2021 from 5 :00PM
02. Download Start Date : 27/11/2021 from 6:00 PM
03. Bid submission Start Date: 29/11/2021 from 10:00 AM
04. Bid submission End Date: 03/12/2021 upto 4:00PM
05. Date of Opening of Technical Bid 

through online:
04-12- 2021at 11:00 AM in the Office of the Divisional Forest 
Officer  Social Forestry Division   Baramulla

06. Date of Opening of Financial Bid 
through online:

04-12-2021 at 01:30 PM in the Office of the Divisional Forest 
Officer Social Forestry Division   Baramulla

01. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: - https://jk-
tenders.gov.in
02. The date for opening of Technical & Financial bids online shall be opened as per 
time schedule mentioned above.
03. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender docu-
ment) in shape of Treasury Challan for the amount shown against the work above to be 
deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security Deposit in 
shape of proforma enclosed at Annexure “A”.The bids for the work shall remain valid for a 
period of 30 days from the date of opening of bids.
04. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by 
successful bidder to the order of 3% of the value of contract and if there are compellingcir-
cumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded. 
05. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” 
option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website jktenders.gov.in 
06. To participate in bidding process bidders have to get Digital Signature Certifi-
cate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act Bidders can get Digital Certificate form ap-
proved vendor.
07. The bidders have to submit their Technical &financial bids online in electronic 
format with digital signature. No Technical or financial bid will be accepted in physical/
hard form.
08. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
09. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e 
Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD duly renewed for the current financial year 
2021-22, PAN, Valid GSTRegistration, Govt. Treasury receipt/Challan(cost of Tender Docu-
ment) and Bid Security Deposit in shape of proforma enclosed at Annexure “A”.
10. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labour Registration Certificate is-
sued by Labour Department after issuance of award of contract.
11. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of 
the bid due to any reason (technical or otherwise).
12. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy mat-
ter being adopted by the Directorate of Information regarding publishing the NIT, in any of 
the newspaper under circulation. 
13. The tender accepting Authority however reserves the right to reject any or all 
the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
14. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double 
leaf) and as per the detailed document.       
 

Sd/
NO:-   687-90  /A/SF/BLA   Divisional Forest Officer,
Dated:-   27    /11/2021    Social Forestry Division,
DIPK-13833/21  Baramulla

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE, KASHMIR
1st Floor Sanat Ghar Bemina Near Woollen Mills, Qamarwari Road, Srinagar 190018, J&K

Subject: Regarding allotment of land-submission of preference thereof
PUBLIC NOTICE

The provisional ranking/ merit list in respect of applicants/ projects who have applied for land in 
different estates of Kashmir Division, whose projects stand appraised/ evaluated by the Divisional 
Level Appraisal Committee has been prepared and uploaded on the official website of the Indus-
tries and Commerce Department J&K, Directorate of Industries and Commerce, Kashmir and on the 
Investjk.in portal, besides notification in this regard stand published in 04 local dailies viz., Rising 
Kashmir, Daily Aftab on 27.11.2021 and Kashmir Observer, Tameel Irshad on 28.11.2021.

Pertinently, in terms of the decision taken in the 3rd High Level Land Allotment Committee meet-
ing held on 22.10.2021, these applicants have to be given a choice to choose the estate as per their 
preference. Since these applicants have already selected their preferred estate where they intend 
to establish their proposed ventures during filling of the Common Application Form/ submission of 
DPR, therefore the estate already selected by the applicant shall be the  first choice of the applicant 
for allotment of land, subject to availability of land in that particular estate. However, where the 
applicants are not allotted land as per their preference/first choice, the Committee has decided to 
seek choice from the applicants for selecting their next preferred estate on the basis of their merit/ 
score and subject to the availability of land.

 In the backdrop of herein above, the applicants who are appearing in the provisional 
ranking/ merit list are hereby informed to submit their second and third choice/ preference in any of 
the estates (whether appraised/ un-appraised) which are notified and uploaded on the Investjk.in 
portal in respect of Kashmir Division through an email to the concerned General Manager of District 
Industries Centre as given below:-

S.No Name of the District Industries Centre Official Email-ID Office contact number
1 District Industries Centre, Anantnag dicplananantnag@gmail.com 09132222504

2 District Industries Centre, Bandipora bandiporeindustries123@gmail.com 01957225361
3 District Industries Centre, Baramulla baramullaindustries@gmail.com 01952234991
4 District Industries Centre, Budgam budgamindustries@gmail.com 01951255504
5 District Industries Centre, Kulgam dickulgam@gmail.com 01931260427
6 District Industries Centre, Kupwara kupwaraindustries@gmail.com 01955252323
6 District Industries Centre, Pulwama dicpulwama@gmail.com 01933241309

Sd/-
Director

Industries and Commerce
Kashmir

No. DI&C/Dev/532-7/2021/4018                
Dated 29.11.2021

DIPK-13896/21

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SPL SUB DIV. TANGDAR 

             NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER 
      No: 3445-53 Dtd: 29.11.2021

Short e- NIT No. 79 of 2021-22 of Special Sub Division Tangdar 

For & on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-tenders (in single cover 
system) are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered 
with Union Territory J&K Govt. CPWD ,Railways and other state/Central Governments for 
the followings works:-
S. 
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost
(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.

(In Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contrac-
tor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Constt of Khowarpora kandi road bwo 

edge wall and filling in km ist 
7.84 300 15 days D/S CEE DEE

2 Constt of Gather Teri road bwo crate 
protection work at required spots.

1.567 200 15 days D/S DEE

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 29/11/2021
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 29/11/2021
3 Bid submission Start Date 29/11/2021
4 Bid Submission End Date 06/12/2021  upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)  07/12/2021 at 10:00 AM in the office of Executive 

Engineer  Spl Sub Div Tangdar
Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan 
in favour of Executive Engineer Spl Sub  Division Tangdar (tender inviting authority) and 
Bid security Declaration as per format given in SBD. The EMD has to be submitted by the 
lowest bidder L1 .
1. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.
gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-
mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in 
the Office of  the Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar  (tender receiving authority).
2. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of open-

ing of Technical bids
3. All other terms and conditions shall be strictly as per SBD circu-
lated by this office letter No. CE/RBK/HD/29158-88 dated 10-02-2018

 Executive Engineer
 DIPK-13887/21   Spl Sub Division Tangdar

8 Things Japanese Do That Helps Them Live Long
Kirti Pandey | TimesNowNews.Com

W
hy has Japan earned the distinction of being the 
country where people live long, healthy lives? Is 
there something in their food and nutrition that 
helps longevity? What are the secret formulae of 

Japan's nonagenarians and centenarians? Here's a peep into 
the Japanese way of life that scratches below the surface to 
find the secrets of Japan's long life record.

In an international comparison of recent mortality statis-
tics among G7 countries, Japan had the longest average life 
expectancy, primarily due to remarkably low mortality rates 
from ischemic heart disease and cancer (particularly breast 
and prostate), observes Shoichiro Tsugane of the Center for 
Public Health Sciences, Tokyo.

In the report that appeared in the European Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition and Nature.com, researchers said that Jap-
anese life expectancy has only increased over the years. The 
low mortality rates from ischemic heart disease and cancer 
are thought to reflect the low prevalence of obesity in Japan; 
low intake of red meat, specifically saturated fatty acids; and 
high intakes of fish, specifically n-3 polyunsaturated fatty ac-
ids, plant foods such as soybeans, and non-sugar-sweetened 
beverages such as green tea. 

The typical Japanese diet as characterized by plant 
food and fish, as well as modest Westernized diets such as 
meat, milk and dairy products, might be associated with 
longevity in Japan.

Let us look at the key factors due to which Japanese men 
and women have been able to live a long, healthy life with good 
health, mobility, and cognitive skills intact.

1.     Ikigai, Japan's equivalent to ‘joie de vivre’: The Japa-
nese live with ‘ikigai’ - an ancient philosophy that preaches 
that one must seek some joy and purpose in life instead of 
merely existing. It’s about having a practice that guides you 
towards fulfilment. It is not about instant gratification but 
surely about defining your purpose in life, your personal mis-
sion, and discovering your full potential. The aim is to define 
what you can best contribute to the world, what you’re good 
at, and what you enjoy doing. Psychologists explain that this 
leads to a sense of higher self-esteem and puts us in sync with 
our capabilities.

2.     It's coded in the genes: Apart from good healthcare and 

a great diet, the Japanese also have a genetic advantage due to 
two genes in particular - DNA 5178 and ND2-237Met genotype 
- that is prevalent among the Japanese population. Not every 
Japanese person will have this gene type, but this is common 
mostly among those with a longer lifespan. These genes seem 
to enhance the lifespan by blocking age-related diseases like 
type 2 diabetes, strokes, heart attacks, cerebrovascular and 
cardiovascular diseases.

3.   Ditch the car and walk: Don't be fooled by some of the 
best cars and motorcycles in the world coming from Japan. An 
average Japanese person loves to stay active, walk, take the 
stairs, squat. Remember the Seiza -- the traditional socialis-
ing position of kneeling that involves resting on one's shins 
and tucking the feet underneath one's bottom? Or Shuudan 
Koudou  -- the Japanese art of synchronized precision walk-
ing? Only Japan could have crafted something like that. Their 
toilets too are designed for squatting, not sitting, thus ensur-
ing that the core stays engaged - also healthier for the bowels 
and your muscles! An average Japanese would rather take the 
train or walk to work. 

4.   "Hara Hach Bun Me": It means the Japanese concept 
that dictates that one must eat only until you are 80 per cent (8 
out of 10 parts) full. It usually takes at least 20 minutes for the 
brain to get the signal from the body that it needs to stop eating 
as it has had its fill of nutrients. This practice is the Japanese 
"clock and reminder to stop eating" that averts overheating. 
The Japanese serve smaller portions and encourage a slower 
eating style. Portions are served on smaller plates.

5.   Cleaner surroundings and good Health Care setups: 
The Japanese have an advanced health care system. Regular 
health campaigns that guide people to incorporate healthy life-

styles like reducing salt consumption, free treatment for TB 
are a norm. Japan’s investment in public health in the 1950s 
and 1960s with creating a health and hygiene conscious cul-
ture is paying off, says a research paper in Lancet. The Japa-
nese are fastidious about hygiene-related practices. Landfill 
sites are not a menace but are turned into eco-friendly parks.

6.   Mealtime principles: In Japan, families eat together 
sitting on the floor and using chopsticks, making the eating 
process a lot slower. The Japanese diet is lean and balanced, 
with staple foods like sea-weeds seasonal fruits, omega-rich 
fish, rice, whole grains, tofu, soy, miso, and green and raw 
vegetables. Low amounts of saturated fats and sugars and are 
loaded with vitamins and minerals -- amply seen in how the 
obesity rate is impressively low in Japan. 

7.   The tradition of drinking tea: Who has not heard of 
the Japanese tea ceremony? Japan's ancient drink is rich in 
antioxidants that boost the immune system, help fight cancer, 
aid digestion, boost energy levels and regulate blood pressure. 
Some say the elements in the tea brew enhances cell health 
and help neurons fight age-related deterioration.

8.   The elderly and ageing are taken care of: Indians may 
identify well with the way Japan treats its Dada-Dadi, Nana-
Nani population. No segregating or discarding the ageing 
members of the family. Much like in India, most grandparents 
in Japan too get a life amidst family members -- and families 
prefer to have them at home rather than sending them to care 
homes as is the norm in many western countries. It is normal 
for grandparents to spend time with grandchildren and impart 
some traditional wisdom to them. The sense of security that 
this staying together brings, benefits both -- the elderly and the 
young ones. 

AI Can Make 
Better Clinical 
Decisions Than 
Humans
Neurosciencenews.com

I
t’s an old adage: there’s no harm in getting a 
second opinion. But what if that second opin-
ion could be generated by a computer, using 
artificial intelligence? Would it come up with 

better treatment recommendations than your pro-
fessional proposes?

A pair of Canadian mental-health researchers 
believe it can. In a study published in the Journal 
of Applied Behavior Analysis, Marc Lanovaz of 
Université de Montréal and Kieva Hranchuk of St. 
Lawrence College, in Ontario, make a case for us-
ing AI in treating behavioural problems.

“Medical and educational professionals fre-
quently disagree on the effectiveness of behavioral 
interventions, which may cause people to receive 
inadequate treatment,” said Lanovaz, an associate 
professor who heads the Applied Behavioural Re-
search Lab at UdeM’s School of Psychoeducation.

To find a better way, Lanovaz and Hranchuk, a 
professor of behavioural science and behavioural 
psychology at St. Lawrence, compiled simulated 
data from 1,024 individuals receiving treatment for 
behavioral issues.

The researchers then compared the treatment 
conclusions drawn in each case by five doctoral-
level behavior analysts with those produced by a 
computer model the two academics developed us-
ing machine learning.

“The five professionals only came to the same 
conclusions approximately 75 percent of the time,” 
said Lanovaz. “More importantly, machine learn-
ing produced fewer decision-making errors than 
did all the professionals.”    

Given these very positive results, the next 
step would be to “integrate our models in an app 

that could automatically make decisions or pro-
vide feedback about how treatment is progress-
ing,” he added.

The goal, the researchers believe, should be to 
use machine learning to facilitate the work of pro-
fessionals, not actually replace them, while also 
making treatment decisions more consistent and 
predictable.

“For example, doctors could someday use the 
technology to help them decide whether to con-
tinue or terminate the treatment of people with 
disorders as varied as autism, ADHD, anxiety and 
depression,” Lanovaz said.

“Individualized clinical and educational deci-
sion-making is one of the cornerstones of psycho-
logical and behavioral treatment. Our study may 
thus lead to better treatment options for the mil-
lions of individuals who receive these types of ser-
vices worldwide.”

The five professionals 
only came to the same 

conclusions approximately 75 
percent of the time,” said Lanovaz. 
“More importantly, machine 
learning produced fewer decision-
making errors than did all the 
professionals
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J&K TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
TOURIST RECEPTION CENTRE SRINAGAR/JAMMU.

FRESH  NOTICE INVITING  FOR E-TENDER.
For and on behalf of the J&K Tourism Development Corporation Limited (JKTDC), the e-Tenders are invited in single cover system on item 
rate basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railway and other State Central Governments for 
each of the following works. 
FRESH  E-NIT No.  16 of 2021-22  Dated:-27/11/2021

S.No Name of the Work
Estimated. 

Cost
(Rs.in lacs)

Cost of Tender 
documents

(in Rs)

Time of 
Completion

Class of 
Contract

Major Head of 
Account

1 Renovation/up-gradation /improvement by way of 
Civil/Sanitary work of Hotel Alpine at Banihal. 40.00 1500.00 60- working 

days
A&B 
Class Capex-2021-22

2 Renovation/upgradation of Huts at Yousmarg. 40.00 1500.00 60- working 
days

A&B 
Class Capex-2021-22

Technical Sanction - Obtained
Position of AAA: - Accorded vide No.51-JKTDC/MD of 2021, dated:-12-10-2021
Position of Funds: Committed
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and 

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from https://jktenders.gov.in, as per schedule of dates 
given below: -

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 27-11-2021
2. Period of Downloading of Bidding Documents 27-11-20214:00 PM
3. Bid Submission Start Date 28-11-2021 ,9:00A
4. Bid Submission End Date 09-12-2021 upto 4.00 pm
5. Date &Time of Opening of Bids (Online) in the Office of the Executive Engineer JKTDC, TRC Srinagar. 10 -12 -2021  at 11.00 AM

NO:JKTDC/M&W/EE/ 795-99  Sd/-
Dated:-  27/11/2021   Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-5448/21  JKTDC, Sgr/Jammu.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

        SKIMS MEDICAL COLLEGE
BEMINA SRINAGAR, J&K -190017 

Phone (O) 0194-2490139, 2490137, 2493104, 2494358. Extn No. 3259, 3104, 3106
Sub: Conduct of written-test (objective-type) for the post of Junior Resident 

advertised vide Notification No: 03 Acad of 2021 dated: 03.11.2021.

NOTICE
It is notified for information of all the candidates who have applied for the post of Junior Resident on 

tenure basis advertised vide Notice No. 03 SKIMS MC of 2021 dated 03-11-2021 that their written 
test (Objective type) shall be held on 04-12-2021 at 2.00 PM at Lecture Hall Complex, SKIMS Medical 
College, Bemina. The candidates are directed to report one hour earlier to the examination venue.

The list of eligible candidates for the said post is available on the official website of SKIMS Medical 
College, Bemina i.e. www.skimsmc.edu.in. The eligible candidates are advised to visit our website from 
30-11.2021 at 2.00 PM onwards to download the Roll No slip/Admit Cards or can collect their admit 
card from Academic Section of SKIMS Medical College, Bemina. No candidate shall be allowed to sit in 
the examination hall without Roll No. slip/Admit card. The examination will be of 75 minutes duration 
with 75 objective multiple choice questions and merit list shall be drawn accordingly. There shall be 
no negative marking.

The candidates appearing in the written-test shall not be allowed to carry any electronic gadgets 
such as calculators, mobile phones, Bluetooth devices, scanning devices, pagers, headphone, earplugs, 
I-pad, tablet, pc or any other computing/communication devices into the written-test venue. The 
candidates are advised to bring blue/black ball point pen with them.

Note:   No TA/DA shall be paid for participation in the written-test. 

No: SKIMS/MC/(Acad)/202l/4466-72  Sd/- 
Dated: 30-11-2021 Principal
DIPK-NB-5474/21

A Beginner’s Guide To 
How Cryptocurrencies 
Work – Part 1

New Bill On Cryptocurrency 
After Cabinet Approval: FM 
Sitharaman In RS

Iran Carpet Business No 
Longer A Main Export Earner, 
Annual Sales Drop To $72mln

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The government will 
soon bring in a new Bill on cryp-
tocurrency after it is approved by 
the Union Cabinet, said Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Tuesday in the Rajya Sabha.

A Bill on Cryptocurrency and 
Regulation of Official Digital Cur-
rency for introduction in the Lok 
Sabha has been included in the 
Lok Sabha Bulletin-Part II, as part 
of the government business ex-
pected to be taken up during the 
ongoing winter session.

The Bill seeks to create a facili-
tative framework for the creation 
of the official digital currency to 
be issued by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) for the ongoing winter 
session of Parliament. It also seeks 
to prohibit all private cryptocur-
rencies in India, however, it allows 
for certain exceptions to promote 
the underlying technology of 
cryptocurrency and its uses.

Replying to a series of questions 
in the Rajya Sabha, Sitharaman 
said, "This Bill, once the Cabinet 
clears, will come into the house".

The government had also listed 
a similar Bill for the last Parlia-
ment session (monsoon) but it 
was not taken up.

"The earlier attempt was defi-
nitely to come up with a Bill that 
the house can consider. But, later, 
because rapidly a lot of things had 
to come into play, we had started 
working on a new Bill. This is the 
Bill that is now being proposed," 
she said adding that there was a 
"genuine attempt" to bring the Bill 
even during the monsoon session.

The minister informed the 

house that the proposed legisla-
tion is likely to be introduced soon.

On asked if the government 
proposes to ban misleading ad-
vertisements in media, she said 
the guidelines of Advertising 
Standards Council of India are be-
ing studied and their regulations 
are also being looked into "so that 
we can take, if necessary, some 
kind of position or a decision to 
see how we can handle it".

The minister also said crypto-
currencies are unregulated in India 
and the government does not col-
lect data on transactions in cryp-
tocurrency. Sitharaman also said 
the government, RBI and Sebi have 
been cautioning people about the 
cryptocurrencies that could be a 
"high risk" area and "more can be 
done" to create awareness.

A study was conducted by the 
government through a research firm 
on 'Virtual Currencies: An Analysis 
of the Legal Framework and Rec-
ommendations for Regulation' in 
July 2017. Thereafter, the govern-
ment constituted an interministe-
rial committee (IMC) in November 
2017 under the chairmanship of the 
secretary (economic affairs) to study 
the issues related to virtual curren-
cies and propose specific action to be 
taken in this matter. 

Agencies

TEHRAN: Iran has lost hundreds of 
millions in annual revenues from 
exports of hand-woven carpets as 
a major businessman blame the 
huge loss on current exchange reg-
ulations and US sanctions.

The ILNA news agency said in 
a Monday report that carpet ex-
ports from Iran in the calendar 
year to late March had topped 
to $72.4 million, accounting for 
0.17% of the country’s total non-
oil exports over the period.

That comes as hand-woven 
carpet shipments used to be a 
main export earner for Iran be-
sides crude and oil products in 
the not too distant past.

Government data shows 
that annual carpet exports had 
reached a record of nearly $700 
million in 1997. That amounted 
to about a fifth of the total non-
oil exports from the country over 
that year.

“A main reason for the freefall in 

carpet exports is the fact that expe-
rienced exporters have withdrawn 
from the market,” said Seyyed Razi 
Miri, a major carpet trader, who in-
sisted that current rules on exports 
have deterred many traders from 
export activity.

Iran imposed tight controls on 
currency liquidity in 2018 after 
the country’s foreign exchange 
resources came under strain be-
cause of US sanctions.

Those controls require export-
ers to return their hard currency 
proceeds to the country within a 
short period of time.

Miri said the requirement is 
totally untenable for carpet trad-
ers as they need time to sell their 
products in foreign countries 
where demand for hand-woven 
carpet has declined in recent years.

“Rules and regulations im-
posed on exports can somehow 
be viewed as a domestic form of 
sanction or at least they can have 
impacts similar to the sanction,” 
he said.

CS Directs Banks To 
Promote Business To Boost 
Economic Growth In J&K
Chairs 5th UT-Level Bankers’ Committee meeting

Observer News Service

JAMMU:  The Chief Secretary, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta Tues-
day chaired the 5th UT-Level 
Bankers’ Committee meeting 
and reviewed achievements 
of banks and financial institu-
tions operating in Jammu and 
Kashmir for the half year ended 
September 2021.

Financial Commissioner Fi-
nance, Atal Dulloo, Principal 
Secretary, Rural Development 
Department & Panchayati Raj, 
Bipul Pathak Principal Secre-
tary, HUDD, Dheeraj Gupta, 
Chairman & MD J&K Bank (Con-
venor J&K UTLBC) R K Chhib-
ber, Director, DFS, MoF (GoI) 
A.K. Dogra, CGM In-Charge 
(FIDD), Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), Sonali Sen Gupta,  Chief 
General Manager NABARD, A. 
K. Sood and other senior func-
tionaries of the Government, 
RBI, NABARD, Banks, LDMs, line 
departments, insurance com-
panies, BSNL were also present 
on the occasion.

In his opening remarks, the 
Chief Secretary, Dr.Arun Ku-
mar Mehta impressed upon 
the banks and Financial In-
stitutions to increase their 
business to boost economic 
growth in J&K.

Reiterating the directions is-
sued by Finance Minister, Dr 
Mehta directed the Public Sec-
tor Banks to expand their foot 
print besides scaling up the 
credit lending in J&K.

He also directed the Public 
Sector Banks to initiate mea-
sures to bring in more Non 

Banking Financial Corporations 
(NBFCs) and Micro Finance In-
stitutions (MFIs) having busi-
ness relations with them to 
J&K. The PSBs were directed to 
prepare the plan in this regard 
by 31st December 2021.

The Chief Secretary asked 
NABARD to prepare roadmap 
for utilization pipeline under 
all schemes and prepare proj-
ects for better utilization by 
31st December. 2021.

While announcing that ag-
ricultural and industrial prod-
ucts for each district have been 
identified by J&K Government, 
the Chief Secretary directed 
Punjab National Bank to take 
lead in preparing the Plan un-
der One District One Product 
(ODOP) programme by 15th 
December 2021 in respect of 
the products already identified 
by Government.

Reviewing the performance 
of banking sector during the 
first half of FY 2021-22, the 
Chief Secretary expressed seri-
ous concern upon poor lending 
in the priority sector in general 
and agriculture sector in par-
ticular despite immense poten-
tial in these sectors.

He stated that 70% popula-
tion in J&K is directly or indi-
rectly linked to agriculture and 
banks need to do more to im-
prove lending in the sector.

In order to improve the lend-
ing under Government Spon-
sored Schemes/ Employment 
Generation Schemes, the Chief 
Secretary directed the Informa-
tion Technology Department to 
develop online portals by 31st 

December 2021 for various 
schemes for online submission 
of applications on the pattern 
of the existing PMEGP Portal.

Dr Mehta laid emphasis 
on end to end digitisation 
of all beneficiary oriented 
schemes in J&K and asked the 
concerned departments and 
banks to synergize their pro-
cesses for early results.

While directing banks to 
clear the backlog of Govern-
ment sponsored cases, he also 
directed the sponsoring agen-
cies to scale up sponsorship 
under the respective schemes 
in line with the prescribed 
targets.

The Chief Secretary im-
pressed upon the Banks to take 
advantage of the digitization of 
the land records for extending 
hassle free credit in J&K.

While appreciating the banks 
for their role in saturating Kis-
san Credit Card Scheme in J&K, 
Dr Mehta asked them to create 
more employment opportuni-
ties for the youth by enhancing 
lending in the priority sector.

While appreciating that 
J&K is a top ranker in the 
country in the realm of fi-
nancial inclusion, he an-
nounced that a dedicated 
financial inclusion campaign 
will be launched in J&K by 
the banks from 1st January 
to 31st march, 2022 to make 
further advances in the do-
main of financial inclusion.

Dr Mehta directed the banks 
to saturate the unbanked areas 
with banking touch points in 
J&K by 26th January, 2022.

CCIK Seeks Tax Holidays, Cut in User 
Charges to Rejuvenate Economic Sectors

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR:  The Associated 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry Kashmir (CCIK) Tuesday 
urged the LG led administra-
tion to announce tax holidays 
for traders and hoteliers, cut in 
power tariff, and sanitation fee 
so that business sectors can re-
ceive relief.

In an Executive Committee 
meeting held on Tuesday un-
der the Chair of its President 
Tariq Rashid Ghani, CCIK, as 
per a statement, said business 
establishments in the Valley 
are facing slump in the winter 

as the purchasing power of the 
common Kashmiris have also 
reduced due to Covid-19.

As part of economic relief to 
the traders, the CCIK said, the 
government should announce 
major relief for the economic 
sectors which have not come 
out of the slump due to the 
continuous impact of Covid 19.

Ghani informed the mem-
bers in the meeting that he 
has scheduled a meeting with 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha to apprise him about the 
problems and issues, the com-
mon traders and hoteliers are 
facing in the Valley.

The CCIK expressed concern 
over the frequent power and 
mobile internet outage in the 
valley causing a lot of hurdles 
for the businessmen and stu-
dents.

The members also urged LG 
administration to keep ample 
stock of the essential supplies 
in the Valley in view of the 
snowfall predilections.

"We also urge the govern-
ment to improve the road 
connectivity so that Srinagar-
Jammu highway remains open 
during bad weather and com-
muters don't suffer," the mem-
bers said.

Charlotte Hu | Popular Science

W
hether you’re on the 
head or tail end of the 
cryptocurrency craze, 
one thing is for sure: 

These digital assets are hit-
ting the mainstream hard, and 
don’t seem to be going away 
anytime soon. Notably, the 
country of El Salvador recently 
adopted bitcoin as legal ten-
der, and New York’s incoming 
mayor Eric Adams is intent on 
transforming New York City 
into a hotspot for cryptocur-
rency.

Although only 16 percent of 
Americans say they invested, 
traded, or used cryptocur-
rency, almost 90 percent have 
heard about it, according to a 
recent Pew Research Center 
survey.

Advocates for cryptocurren-
cy and decentralized finance 
(where people can make fi-
nancial deals with one another 
without being moderated by a 
middleman or central author-
ity like a bank) in general ar-
gue that these platforms are 
transparent and simultane-
ously anonymous—both good 
things.

The key to this vision lies 
in a digital technology called 
the blockchain, which under-
girds all cryptocurrencies. The 
blockchain serves as a virtual 
hall of records, or a public led-
ger, that records every trans-
action, detailing the amount 
as well as the sender and re-
ceiver’s wallet addresses.

Yet, critics and regulatory 
bodies are worried about the 
potential for harm from cryp-
tocurrencies, such as people 
using them for scams, money 
laundering, or funding illegal 
activities (not to mention the 
enormous carbon footprint 
that some of these cryptocur-
rencies have—The New York 
Times reported that Bitcoin 
burns through more electricity 
than certain countries). And 
experts have raised concerns 
about the strength of crypto-
currency networks against at-
tacks, and whether the design 
of some systems have warped 
over time to become central-
ized or inherently allow the 
rich to get richer.

For those who are just wad-
ing into the crypto territory, 
here’s a basic explainer on 
how the computer science be-
hind these systems work.
The basics of crypto, explained

To start at the front end, 
this is what happens when 
you send and receive crypto-
currency. Keep in mind that 
all cryptocurrencies are just 
based on computer programs, 
bitcoin included, and that 
these “coins” are not actually 
money, but clippings of com-
puter code that transfer value 
from one user to another. To 
become a part of this process, 
first you have to create a digi-
tal wallet. Bitcoin and Ethe-
reum both have recommen-
dations on what wallet works 
best with their cryptocur-
rency, and specialty exchanges 
like Coinbase and Gemini also 
offer wallets.

Whenever you create a new 
wallet, the algorithm running 
that cryptocurrency will gen-
erate a paired private key and 
public key associated with it. 
You can think of the public key 
as like an address or bank ac-
count number, and the private 
key proves your ownership. 
These keys are a long string of 
characters that identify where 
the crypto should go. Usually, 
the addresses only accept the 
type of cryptocurrency they’re 
affiliated with (although 
something called cross-chain 
bridges and exchanges can 
help link up different crypto-
currencies).

 “You do not have bitcoins 
in your possession—you have 
proof that somebody in the 
past sent you those bitcoins,” 
says Nicolas Christin, an as-
sociate professor of computer 
science, engineering, and pub-
lic policy at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

You can then tap some of 
the unspent value in your wal-
let, and send it to someone 
else’s public key. When you 
sign to verify that you want 
to send the bitcoins, you gen-
erate a small personalized 
piece of code attached to the 
transaction, and the system 
creates a mathematical puzzle 
that locks up that value and 
scrambles the code. When the 
recipient is ready to spend the 
money, they will put a corre-
sponding piece of code into 
the transaction. Everybody in 
the network can verify that 
the two pieces of code fit to-
gether (through a process 
called transaction confirma-
tion, also known as mining—
more on that later). This entire 
operation is called signature 
verification.

“It’s impossible for some-
one to find a missing piece if 
they don’t have the right in-
formation, but it’s super easy 
for anybody to verify that two 
pieces fit,” Christin explains. 
“Bitcoin has very little addi-
tional computational abilities 
beyond signature verifica-
tion. Satoshi Nakamoto’s [the 
pseudonym of the alleged cre-
ator of Bitcoin] vision was to 
have programmable money, 
initially. The problem is Bit-
coin became very popular very 
quickly and the developers 
decided to freeze the features 
where they were.”

However, a new upgrade re-
leased last week could open up 
the possibility for supporting 
expanded functions beyond 
signature verification.
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Empty Liquor Bottles Found Inside Bihar 
Legislature Premises, Uproar Ensues
Agenceis

PATNA: Empty bottles of li-
quor were discovered inside 
the premises of the legislature 
in dry Bihar, in a fresh embar-
rassment to the Nitish Kumar 
government in the state, which 
has been drawing flak over re-
cent hooch tragedies that have 
claimed more than 40 lives.

The bottles were found under 
a tree in the area earmarked as 
parking lot for two-wheelers. 
The news spread like wildfire 
during lunch hour.

Leader of the opposition 
Tejashwi Yadav rushed to sur-
vey the spot and launched a 
blistering attack on the govern-
ment when the assembly re-
sumed business.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
grimly told the House, This is 
such an unacceptable thing. I 
am ordering the chief secre-
tary and the DGP to thoroughly 

investigate the matter. The 
guilty must not be spared.

Chief Secretary Tripurari 
Sharan and Director General of 
Police S K Singhal reached the 
spot soon afterwards, collected 
the bottles for examination and 
hinted at a conspiracy angle.

Beyond the working hours 
of the House, security arrange-
ments are not as intensive. 
Somebody seems to have taken 
advantage of the same with a 
specific motive which needs to 
be found out. To call the inci-
dent a security breach is, how-
ever, not appropriate, Sharan 
told reporters.

Singhal added: Unfortunately 
there is no CCTV camera in-
stalled close to the spot, which 
could give a clue about who 
brought these bottles inside.

Nonetheless, we have sent 
these for forensic examination. 
Experts from the excise depart-
ment have also been roped in 

to ascertain the material that 
might have been contained in 
the bottles .

More than one leader of the 
ruling NDA, however, expressed 
suspicion that the bottles might 
have been kept at the spot by 
leaders of the RJD to defame the 
government.

The guilty will not be spared. 
But, I suspect the RJD is behind 
the mischief, said Neeraj Kumar 
Bablu, a BJP MLA who is also the 
state minister for environment 
and forestry.

BJP MLC Naval Kishore Yadav 
echoed similar views, saying 
nobody was found drinking at 
the spot, and some old bottles 
were thrown there.

Meanwhile, leader of the op-
position Tejashwi Yadav fumed 
upon inspecting the site. This 
is outrageous. The spot is less 
than 100 metres away from the 
CM's chamber, he said.

Earlier, Yadav had expressed 

outrage over bottles being 
found at a spot less than 100 
metres from the chief minister's 
chamber..... just a day after he 
presided over a farce wherein 
NDA legislators took the pledge, 
inside the central hall here, 
against liquor consumption .

Asked if he favoured a repeal 
of the prohibition law, which 
his father Lalu Prasad claims to 
have been opposed to, Yadav 
told reporters, We are in favour 
of complete nashabandi' (non-
consumption of intoxicants).

Upon being pointed out that 
the ruling NDA has been ac-
cusing RJD leaders of involve-
ment in illicit liquor trade, he 
remarked sarcastically that if 
they come out with the theory 
that we had planted the bottles 
inside the premises, we will not 
be surprised .

On the floor of the House, the 
RJD leader, who is also a former 
deputy CM, asked his former 

boss Kumar to ensure that low-
er-level officials are not made 
scapegoats and the big fish do 
not go unpunished.

Sale and consumption of al-
cohol was completely banned 
in Bihar in April, 2016. The 
drastic move followed a prom-
ise made by Kumar to women 
of the state during the assem-
bly elections of 2015, which 
his JD(U) had fought in alliance 
with the RJD and Congress.

However, bootlegging has 
been thriving in the state since 
then and opposition leaders 
claim that while the poor often 
ended up being punished for 
flouting prohibition, those with 
resources were getting liquor 
delivered to their homes.

Last month, more than 
40 people had died in West 
Champaran, Gopalganj, 
Muzaffarpur and Samastipur 
districts after consuming spuri-
ous liquor.

CAG Criticises Defence Ministry For 
Lack Of Planning In Implementing 
Decision On Dress Allowance
NEW DELHI: The Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) has 
criticised the defence ministry for 
lack of planning in implementing 
a decision to provide dress allow-
ance to armed forces personnel 
in lieu of basic uniforms.

In a report tabled in Rajya 
Sabha on Tuesday, the CAG 
said the ministry took several 
months to issue clarifications 
on the matter after the recom-
mendation of the Seventh Pay 
Commission to provide dress 
allowance to Personnel Below 
Officer Ranks (PBORs) in place 
of basic uniforms was accepted.

It said the Ministry of Finance 
(MoF) accepted the recommen-
dation of the Pay Commission 
in August 2017. The amount of 
dress allowance was to be cred-
ited to the salary of employees 
with effect from July 2017, the 
national auditor said.

"The Ministry of Defence 
took three months (November 
2017) to convey the above de-
cision to the Armed Forces 

and took further seven months 
(June 2018) in issuing detailed 
clarifications on basic and spe-
cial uniforms," a press release 
issued by the CAG said.

The Ministry of Defence 
had sufficient time between 
November 2015 (issue of 7th 
CPC recommendations) and 
November 2017 (issue of orders 
on dress allowance) to review 
existing stock of basic uniforms 
lying at various army depots, it 
said.

It said the ministry, however, 
did not devise a strategy to ex-
haust the stock or to explore the 
option of deferring decision to 
implement the orders on dress 
allowance.

"This resulted in stock of 
uniform items worth Rs 126.20 
crore lying undistributed in 
three ordnance depots (January/
February 2020). Further, basic 
uniform items worth Rs 74.86 
lakh were issued to PBORs in 
addition to the payment of 
dress allowance," it said.
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LG Invites Kolkata
end of the financial year. Given the response 

received, the government is enhancing the 
scheme outlay to meet the demand,” Sinha said.

“With the quantum jump witnessed in the 
proposals received for setting up business enter-
prises, the demand for land has correspondingly 
increased, and to meet the growing demand, 
Land Bank is being developed across the UT,” he 
added.

The LG, as per the official spokesperson also 
announced that the UT government is coming 
up with the rules governing change of land use 
shortly to facilitate the setting up of business en-
terprises on private land.

“This will ensure the seamless establishment 
of business enterprises on private lands. Business 
enterprises coming up on private land shall be en-
titled to all the incentives as per extant policy and 
procedure,” Sinha said.

“Due to the second wave of Covid and sub-
sequent lockdown, several new industrial units 
have not been able to come into production 
within the specified timelines. To redress the 
issue, the Government is mulling to give a one-
time extension to such units, upto March 31, 
2022 for coming into production,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG said that J&K UT is on a mission to reno-
vate, reinvent, and ready to take a quantum 
leap to become the fastest-growing region in 
the country, pushing the targets for economic 
growth and employment.

“Our aim is to deepen the trust with the 
business conglomerate, build the industrial 
base and strengthen the socio-economic sta-
bility,” the LG said, adding “Under the guid-
ance of Hon’ble Prime Minister and Hon’ble 
Home Minister, we worked out a blueprint to 
unlock investment flows and are in the process 
of developing a business culture, an industrial 
ecosystem in J&K that has been missing since 
Independence,”

Elaborating on the efforts being made by the 
UT Government to encourage new investment, 
and to nurture the existing industries, the LG, 
as per the official spokesperson said that J&K is 
one of the best destinations in the country for 
setting up new businesses as of now with the 
best incentives and improving infrastructure 
facilities.

“We are fulfilling all the crucial require-
ments of the industries including transparent 
policy of land allotment, private industrial 
estate development, ensuring ease of doing 
business, besides the administration has ac-
tively worked with solutions approach and 
introduced around 160 new initiatives and re-
forms in a short period of time,” the LG said.

“Promotion of industrial units, providing 
capital Incentive, a liberal capital Interest sub-
vention, GST Linked Incentive, Ease of Doing 
Business,  development of sector-specific 
Industrial Estates and Parks,  Single Window 
system, are some of the reforms brought in by 
the government to unleash the potential of the 
industrial sector,” he added.

The LG, as per the official spokesperson fur-
ther said that a Single Window Portal is being 
made live with 120 online services. For keep-
ing in sync, he said, the J&K Single Window 
Portal is being integrated with National Single 
Window System shortly.

“Further, J&K shall be the first UT to imple-
ment all the 301 business reform action points 
under Ease of Doing Business initiative of DPIIT 
by 31st December, 2021,” Sinha said.

According to the official spokesperson, the 
LG  highlighted the immense possibilities pre-
sented by Jammu & Kashmir and said that the 
region offers abundant raw material for Agro & 
Food processing, manufacturing, land, labour, 
quick and competitive means of transportation.

“Besides, there is an ‘amazingly easy inter-
face with the government’ through responsive 
governance & minimum government, in ad-
dition to being logistically the most attractive 
region with industrial land bank, sector-spe-
cific policy and international air cargo facility,” 
Sinha said.

“In addition, by December, 2022, the train 
will also reach Kashmir giving alternate all-
weather connectivity to the valley,” he added.

The LG, as per the official spokesperson also 
announced that the UT administration has a 
detailed “What you need” plan ready because 
we know that everybody wants a return on 
their investment sooner than later.

“This is the dawn of a new era for the growth, 
development, and overall well-being of the 
people of J&K. Barriers to trade and commerce 

have been removed. The people of J&K can now 
fully enjoy the rights and benefits enjoyed by 
all other citizens of India,” the LG said

Ranjan Prakash Thakur, Principal Secretary 
to J&K Government, Industries & Commerce 
Department and Ankita Kar, Managing Director, 
JKTPO elaborated on investment opportunities 
that J&K is offering to the Industries.

Thakur, as per the official spokesperson in-
vited industry members to visit J&K and wit-
ness the changes on the ground themselves 
and take benefit of the best industrial policy in 
the country.

“We are confident that such steps cou-
pled with the Central Government’s and UT 
Administration’s efforts in J&K will soon cre-
ate an environment for attracting industry 
to the UT,” said Subhasendu Chatterjee, Vice 
Chairman CII West Bengal State Council and 
Wholetime Director of Haldia Petrochemicals.

The interactive session facilitated prospec-
tive investors to have a dialogue on the im-
mense investment opportunities presented by 
the verdant region.

A video of J&K encapsulating different devel-
opments in the UT in the last two

years was also showcased on the occasion.

‘Only Parliament
elections will be held and after that statehood 

will be restored,” the LG said, on the sidelines of 
an event organized by Jammu & Kashmir Trade 
Promotion Organisation (JKTPO), Department 
of Industries and Commerce, J&K in association 
with Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 
included Industrialist/ Investors from Eastern 
India, in Kolkata on Tuesday.

The LG’s reaction came a day after the Jammu 
and Kashmir unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
said that the union territory’s statehood will be 
restored once the selective killings end and the 
common people are able to move freely here.

“When the situation in J-K becomes better, 
when it (situation) will be normal, the selective 
killings will end, and common people will be 
able to move freely, the statehood will then be 
restored,” BJP general secretary, organisation, 
Ashok Koul told reporters in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora.

Hitting back, National Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah said that target 
killings reflect “collective failure” of the 
Union Government and Jammu and Kashmir 
administration.

Reacting to Koul’s statement, Abdullah said, 
So the people of J&K will be punished, by hav-
ing our statehood withheld, because of the col-
lective failure of the Union Government & the 
J&K administration?

They fail to protect people, they fail to man-
age the security situation & the rest of us are 
punished. What an idea sir ji!,” Abdullah wrote 
on Twitter.

40 Civilians Killed
39 each in 2018 and 2019 and 37 in 2020.
He said 80 security personnel were killed in 

2017, 91 in 2018, 80 in 2019, 62 in 2020 and 35 
in 2021 so far.

Govt Announces
He said a formal order in this regard will be 

issued on Wednesday.
As per the proposal, winter vacation for upto 

8th standard would be observed with effect 
from 6th December to February 28 while for 
9th standard onwards the vacation would be 
observed with effect from 13th December to 
February ending.

He said the both government and private 
schools shall complete their ongoing online 
exams before closing the institutions for the 
ensuing vacation.

However, he said school shall not be allowed 
to continue with the class work during the 
winter vacations.

Rs 50K Ex-Gratia
scheme would commence immediately 

and it will cover all residents who died due to 
COVID-19.

Sanction is accorded to the adoption of the scheme 
for granting claim to the next of kin of COVID-19 vic-
tims in pursuance of the guidelines issued by the 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
in compliance with the Supreme Court order, Khan 
said.

According to the order, the eligibility of 
a case under the scheme would be verified 
through the database created by the Health 
and Medical Education Department and duly 
certified by the designated medical authority.

“Wide publicity shall be given to the scheme 
by the concerned deputy commissioners (chair-
man of District Disaster Management Authority), 
Health and Medical Education Department to en-
sure saturation of the scheme within a period of 
two months,” the order said.

It asked all deputy commissioners to set up a 
robust yet simple mechanism for the disburse-
ment of the ex gratia assistance.

“All deputy commissioners shall issue an 
appropriate order for the constitution of a dis-
trict-level committee (DLC) for redressal of any 
grievance(s) with regard to the certification of 
the Covid death,” it added.

Khan said the committee would comprise 
of additional deputy commissioner of the con-
cerned district, principal of government medi-
cal college or chief medical officer of the dis-
trict and medical superintendent of the district 
hospital or government medical college.

The district-level grievance committee will 
be responsible for verifying the authenticity of 
the COVID-19 death as per the central govern-
ment guidelines, proposing necessary remedi-
al measures, including amending the COVID-19 
death certificate, and detailing appropriate 
administrative resources to verify facts in ac-
cordance with the guidelines issued for Covid-
related deaths.

171 More Test
year in J&K to 336852. In the Valley, officials 

said, Srinagar reported highest 62 new cases of 
Covid-19, Baramulla 42, Budgam 16, Ganderbal 
9, Kupwara 5, Bandipora 3 and one new case 
each in Pulwama and Anantnag. The twin dis-
tricts of Kulgam and Shopian in south Kashmir 
registered no new cases of virus.

In the winter capital, officials said, Jammu 
reported a maximum of 18 new cases of coro-
navirus, Kathua and Poonch 3 each, Udhampur, 
Rajouri and Reasi 2 each, and one new case 
each in Doda and Ramban. No cases were de-
tected in Samba and Kishtwar districts.

“Moreover, 172 Covid-19 patients recovered 
during the time, 22 from Jammu Division and 
150 from Kashmir,” officials said.

Also, they said that the death toll remained 
4476 in J&K—2185 in Jammu and 2291 in 
Kashmir, as no fatality was reported during the 
last 24 hours.

Cold Wave
minimum temperature of minus 1.7 degrees 

Celsius.
The mercury in Kupwara in north Kashmir 

settled at a low of minus 1.6 degrees Celsius.
Qazigund recorded minus 2.4 degrees 

Celsius, while Kokernag recorded a low of mi-
nus 0.9 degrees Celsius.

The weatherman has forecast widespread 
light to moderate snowfall and rains in plains 
of Jammu and Kashmir during 5-7th December.

Due to “snow and freezing temperatures” 
there is possibility of temporary disruption 
of traffic over passes like Zojila, Sinthan Top, 
Razdan Top and Mugal Road, the official said.

“A Western Disturbance is most likely to af-
fect J&K during 5-7th December. Widespread 
light to moderate snowfall and rain in plains is 
expected during the period,” the official said, 
“Some places on higher reaches (above 2000m) 
may receive heavy snow( 1-2feet) whereas 
plains likely to receive 2-3 inches of snow.” As 
of today, there’s “no forecast” of heavy snow 
and rain in the plains.

Regarding probable impacts, he said, “There 
is possibility of disruption of traffic over passes 
like Zojila, Sinthan Top, Razdan Top, Mughal 
Road due to snow and freezing temperatures.”

The wintry conditions in the valley set-in 
much ahead of the beginning of extreme harsh 
weather conditions which usually start around 
the third week of December.

‘Chillai Kalan’, the 40-day period of harsh 
winter in Kashmir, begins on December 21 ev-
ery year.

1678 KPs Returned
in cases of encroachment.
He said the migrants can also request DMs in 

such cases. The DMs are further empowered to 
take all steps for the preservation and protec-
tion of such properties.

The government of Jammu and Kashmir has 
launched a portal on September 7, 2021 to ad-
dress the grievances of Kashmiri migrants in 
this regard, he said.

‘Weak’ NC Helped
statement that his administration is work-

ing for the welfare of all the people of the union 

territory, and not just a select few, Omar said, “I do 
not see it happening. What we see is that this gov-
ernment is only for the benefit of BJP and a few 
leaders of some Kashmir-based parties.”

Addressing a public meeting at Chatroo in 
Inderwal assembly constituency of Kishtwar 
district, he said, “We have started a fight for 
Jammu and Kashmir and its people follow-
ing the changes which were forced on us - 
the changes which were possible because the 
National Conference was weak. If we have not 
lost the (assembly) seats in 2014 elections and 
formed the government, neither would they 
have removed Article 370 or Article 35A nor 
taken away land transferred to the people un-
der Roshni Act or given jobs and contractors to 
outsiders,” the former chief minister said.

He said the BJP-led central government took 
advantage of the “weak position” of the NC and 
snatched what was given to the people of J&K 
by the Constitution.

“I had foreseen such a situation and went to 
Mufti sahib to extend unconditional outside 
support for forming the government. I told him 
that the path he is going to tread (by forming 
the government with BJP) will be a disaster for 
J&K and we will not be able to save ourselves,” 
he said, adding “I told him that I have no greed 
for power as I have just completed six years as 
chief minister and desist from bringing those 
to power who do not have good intentions for 
J&K.”

Mufti had his compulsions and took a deci-
sion, he said and referred to a famous couplet 
‘(ye jabr bhi dekha hai, taarikh ki nazron ne), 
lamhon ne Khata Ki Thi, sadiyon ne saza payi’ 
(much injustice has been seen by the eyes of 
history/when for a mistake made by a moment, 
centuries were punished).

“We do not know how long we have to suffer 
for that decision,” Omar said.

Targeting the Centre, he said all its claims 
that the revocation of the Article 370 will bring 
peace, development, investment, jobs and end 
militancy have proved false.

“Just tell me one thing which you have 
achieved in the past nearly two and a half 
years”, he asked and said “we get tired of high-
lighting the developmental works done by us 
till 2018 but they were unable carry forward 
the development and even failed to depute of-
ficers to new blocks, tehsils, sub-divisions cre-
ated by our government to bring governance 
closer to the public.”

Accepting failure of the party leadership to 
win Inderwal assembly constituency since 
2002, Omar promised a local candidate for the 
seat in the upcoming elections.

“Though this is not the election time and I 
have come to assure you that whenever the 
elections are declared - whether in 2022, 23 or 
24 we will give preference to the local candi-
date and this time there will be no candidate 
who will be dropped by helicopter or para-
chute,” he said.

More Men In J&K
rate was much higher compared to men as 

the percentage for women was recorded at 87.8 
percent. In this category, the rate was higher in 
Urban J&K where the percentage settled at 89.2 
percent compared to rural J&K 87.3 percent.

The report has further revealed that Women 
whose Body Mass Index (BMI) is below normal 
has decreased by 7 percent from 12.2 percent in 
NFHS-4 to 5.2 percent in NFHS-5. For this cat-
egory, the rate was higher in rural J&K where 
the percentage was recorded at 5.8 percent in 
NFHS-5 compared to 3.7 percent in urban J&K.

The NFHS-5 survey has further revealed that 
Men whose Body Mass Index (BMI) is below 
normal has also decreased in the past half a de-
cade as the new rate in NFHS-5 was recorded 
at 4.3 percent compared to gruelling 11 percent 
in NFHS-4 survey. In this category, the rate was 
higher in rural areas where the percentage was 
recorded at 5.0 percent compared to 2.5 per-
cent in NFHS-4.

The Government of India on November 24 
released the factsheets of key indicators on 
population, reproductive and child health, 
family welfare, nutrition and others for India 
including J&K, clubbed under phase two of the 
2019-21 NFHS-5.

It is pertinent to mention here that the NFHS-
5 fieldwork for Jammu & Kashmir was conduct-
ed from July 1, 2019 to January 30, 2020 and the 
Information was gathered from 18,086 house-
holds, 23,037 women, and 3,087 men.

Notably, as per NFHS-5 report, anaemia rose 
at an average of 3 percent across age groups 
in NFHS-5 when compared to NFHS-4 at the 

National level of India.

Soldier Shoots 
himself dead using his service rifle inside a 

camp in Chamalwas area of Banihal on Tuesday 
evening, officials said. Singh was found in a 
pool of blood by his colleagues who rushed to 
the spot after hearing gunshot.

The soldier was rushed to hospital where he 
succumbed to injuries.

After post-mortem and completion of other 
formalities, the body was handed over to the 
unit of the deceased for the last rites, the of-
ficials said.

The deceased soldier was a native of Uttar 
Pradesh

It was not immediately known what caused 
Singh to take the extreme step, they said, add-
ing police have started proceeding under sec-
tion 174 CrPc in this regard.

Mild Intensity
4.50 am with its epicentre at East of Leh in 

Ladakh region, the NCS said.Further details are 
awaited.

1300 Year-Old
throne, was recovered by police from the 

Khag area of the district, a police spokesperson 
said. However, some part of the left side arm in 
the sculpture, he said, is missing.

“Moreover, the sculpture is having the influ-
ence of Gandhara School of Art,” he added.

Accordingly, the police spokesperson said, a 
team of officers from Department of Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums, J&K Government 
were called for examination of the recovered 
sculpture at District Police Office Budgam.

“During examination it was revealed that the 
recovered sculpture of Goddess Durga dates 
back roughly to 7th AD (about 1300 years old),” 
he said

He further added that the recovered sculp-
ture was handed over formally to Mushtaq 
Ahmad Beigh Deputy Director Department 
of Archives, Archaeology &Museums and his 
team by SSP Budgam, Tahir Saleem Khan after 

fulfilling all the legal formalities.

Crime Branch
The chargesheet was produced before the 

court of Court of Chief Judicial Magistrate, 
Srinagar, against Javid Ahmad Matta of 
Anantnag and Syed Showkat Hussain Qadri of 
Lal Bazar, Srinagar for preparing fake stamp pa-
pers and using the same for execution of the 
sale deed before the Court of Sub-Registrar 
Ganderbal, an official spokesperson said. The 
act by the accused, he said, caused loss to the 
state exchequer.

Giving more details of the case, he said, the 
Crime Branch Kashmir received a communica-
tion from Court of Sub-Registrar Ganderbal al-
leging that the stamp duty papers used for the 
sale deed were fictitious, forged, though the 
same appear to be original.

Accordingly, the official spokesperson said, 
an instant case FIR No.70/2007 U/S 420, 258, 
259, 260, 467, 468, 471, 120-B, 201 RPC, was 
registered at the Police Station Crime Branch 
Kashmir

“During the course of investigation, it was 
established that the accused in a well- knit 
criminal conspiracy prepared the fake stamp 
papers. The accused persons used to sell these 
fake stamp papers to the people for executing 
the sale deeds etc, which caused loss to the 
state exchequer,” he said.

He further said that the accused also fig-
ure in a separate case FIR No 71/2007 U/S 
420,258,259,260,467,468, 471, 120-B, 201 PC 
for which the Charge-Sheet of the case was also 
produced before the  Court of Chief Judicial 
Magistrate, Srinagar.

Govt Moots Online
“The UT administration is working totally in a 

transparent manner. We will make a little incor-
poration to pave the way for people to file RTI and 
PSGA applications through online mode,” Amit 
Sharma, Administrative Secretary, Information 
Technology Department said Tuesday.

He was responding to a question by social 
activist Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat on a television 
programme on state-run Doordarshan.

Sharma further said that the government 
has also digitised all land records in the Union 
Territory and people can get information about 
their land records like Girdawari , Jamabandi etc 
through an online portal and people won’t have to 
move after patwaris and other revenue officials.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MUFFASIL R&B DIVISION, BUDGAM

  FRESH NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
SNOW CLEARANCE

NIT No: 203 /MDB/14425-45 of 2021-22   DATED: 27.11.2021               
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:

S. No Name of Work Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees)

Earnest Money
(In Rs.)

Class of
Contractor

Major Head 
of Account

1 2 3 4 5 6

1
Clearance of snow from various roads  viz  Beeru town roads, 
Utligam Bonet road including allied links (Total  15.00 Kms of 3.00 
Mt width 45000 sqm)

200/- 4500/- BEE/CEE/
DEE 3054- Snow

2

Clearance of snow from various roads  viz  Gundipora Chewdara 
road including allied links, Meeripora Hanjilawaypora road 
including allied links, Naidpora Matipora Warihama, Inner links at 
Ratsun (Total  20.75 Kms of 3.00 Mt width 62250 sqm)

300/- 6000/- BEE/CEE/
DEE 3054-Snow

1.	 The	Bidding	documents	Consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	,	bill	of		quantities	(B.O.Q),	Set	of	
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 29 .11.2021 4.00 PM
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 29.11.2021 from 04.00 PM.
3 Bid submission Start Date  29.11.2021 from 04.00 PM.
4 Bid Submission End Date  04.12.2021 upto 4.00 P.M

5 Date	&	time	of	opening	of	Bids	(Online)	 	04.12.2021	at	4.30.00	A.M	in	the	office	of	Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B) 
Circle Sgr/Budgam

DIPK-13810/21 Sd/-
No: 14425-45            Executive Engineer,
Date:27.11.2021         Muffasil (R&B) Division, Budgam.

Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL 
HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR 

--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------
Gist of e-tender

NIT No:  MHCHD/TS /2021-22/211/e-tendering 
 Dated:-29.11.2021

On the behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-tenders are invited from original equipment manufacturers or their authorized 
dealers/ representatives or reputed and experienced firms   for the below mentioned works:

Name of Work
Est. Cost

(Rs. in 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.(In 
rupees)

EMD 
Amount (In 

rupees)

Time of 
completion

(in days)

AA Accorded Vide 
No: TS No

Position 
of Funds 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 Repairs to 18 TR outdoor 
Units   of VRV/VRF system 
at OT Block of GMC 
Baramulla.

2.30 200 4600 10

GMC/
Bla/2021/2538-

44 
Dt:-02.11.21

147 of 
11/21 Available

 
1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of    quantities 

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in from 29.11.2021 (18.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 29.11.2021  (18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site30.11.2021 (10.00 hrs) to   
08.12.2021 (15:00hrs )  in two (02)  covers.

3. Opening of Bids :- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 09.12.2021 at 15.00 hrs or any date  
convenient to the department  in the office of Executive Engineer,   MHCHD, Srinagar

MHCHD/TS/7497-7501 Sd/-
Dt:-29.11.2021 Executive Engineer, 
DIPK-13883/21 MHCHD, Srinagar  

DIPK-NB-5472/21

 IPL AuctIon

SRH Retain Abdul 
Samad, Umran Malik 
At 4 Crore Each

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Indian Premier 
League side SunRisers Hyder-
abad on Tuesday announced 
that it has retained J&K’s crick-
eting duo of Abdul Samad and 
Umran Malik (both uncapped) 
at 4 crores each for the upcom-
ing IPL 2022 season.

This will be explosive bat-
ter Abdul Samad’s third season 
with SRH. Samad is currently 
a part of J&K’s Vijay Hazare 
squad as the team’s vice cap-

tain. Jammu speedster, Umran 
Malik made his scintillating 
debut in the last IPL season and 
is currently with India ‘A’ side 
touring South Africa. 

Meanwhile, SRH retained 
Kane Williamson for 14 crore 
and will lead the side. The side, 
however, have let go of superstar 
names like David Warner, Jonny 
Bairstow, and Rashid Khan. Af-
ghan spinner, seen as one of the 
best T20 talents out there, left 
the IPL franchise as the two par-
ties could not come to terms.

“Thank you all for your sup-
port! Hopefully, at some point 
our paths cross again in the fu-
ture,” wrote Jonny Bairstow.

“Thanks to all of you for your 
support over the years, up and 
downs, my family and I can’t 
stress enough how much we ap-
preciated the love and passion 
you showed towards us and the 
team. Candice and I truly wish all 
the fans the very best for the fu-
ture and hope whoever you wish 
to support the best. Love the 
Warner’s,” wrote David Warner.

MBA Grad Danish Dhaar Treks 
100+ High Alpine Lakes

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The All Jammu 
Kashmir Mountaineering Foun-
dation (AJKMF) announced 
that its founder and Managing 
Director, Danish Dhaar 
has completed a trek of 
100 plus high altitude 
alpine lakes.

“Hearty congratula-
tions to the ambitious 
man of Team All Jammu 
Kashmir Mountaineer-
ing Foundation, Dan-
ish Dhaar for achieving 
the feature of explor-
ing 100 + alpine lakes 
in Kashmir Valley. His 
dedication towards 
adventure is always 
appreciable. Rise and 
shine,” the foundation 
said in a press note.

An MBA Finance 
graduate, Danish is 
currently pursuing CA. 
As a tax professional 
and entrepreneur, 
Danish is helping busi-
nesses streamline their 
compliance function of 
business matters, ac-
counting, and taxation.

Danish is also a pas-
sionate trekker and 
climber. A mountain 

lover since youth, Danish is 
always looking for unexplored 
destinations. 

“He is the best trek leader 
and a great person who always 
comes forward to help. It is a 

wonderful and proud moment 
for Danish Dhaar and for our 
Club. He is an inspiration for 
the youth of J&K,” the AJKMF 
added.

Danish has done many 
courses in the field 
in order to train as a 
professional, including 
Basic Mountaineering 
course, Basic Skiing 
course, Intermediate 
Skiing course, First Aid 
and CPR courses.

There are more than 
1100 Alpine Lakes in 
the Kashmir region, 
and so far Danish has 
explored 102.

He has done his 
treks and expeditions 
outside J&K as well 
which include Gujarat 
and Ladakh. Danish 
has scaled Stok Kangri 
6153m, Sunset Peak 
4751m, Sheenmyean 
Peak 4600m, and Mt 
Mahadev 3966m.

“We are working 
on our basic objec-
tive which is to pro-
mote the spirit of 
adventure among the 
youths of the J&K,” 
the Foundation’s 
statement concluded.

JKFA Holds Referees CAT-5 
Examination & Basic Course

Ali Sports Academy Lifts 
Kashmir Kabaddi Gold Cup

We Did It Together: Ravindra To 
Patel, As Kiwis Discuss Nerves

Pakistan Beats Bangladesh 
By 8 Wickets In 1st Test

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The J&K Football As-
sociation (JKFA) on November 
28 conducted a one-day referees 
basic course at Gindun Ground, 
Rajbagh here for new candidates 
who had registered themselves 
online in the AIFF portal. 

Prior to this course a three-
day online course was also con-
ducted by JKFA. The course was 
supervised by N.A Bhat (HOR) 
Referees Assessor, AIFF. The 
course was inaugurated by Z.A 
Thakur, President JKFA. 

In his Inaugural address, the 
President impressed upon the 

participants to strengthen the 
referees department of the As-
sociation, and stressed upon 
them to update their knowledge 
about refereeing. Nazir Ahmad 
(HOR) threw light on the laws of 
the game and the session lasted 
for three hours. After discuss-
ing and interacting on various 
aspects of the course, the par-
ticipants appeared in the CAT-5 
examination. 

Prof. B.A Shah Hony. General 
Secretary JKFA, Farooq Shaheen, 
Chairman Referees Committee, 
Muzaffar Ahmad, Asst. HOR, and 
Farooq Ahmad Khan were also 
present on the occasion.

Observer News Service

BANDIPORA: The Kashmir 
Kabaddi Gold Cup tournament 
concluded on Tuesday with Ali 
Sports Academy lifting the cup 
in the final match.

Assistant Commissioner Reve-
nue Parvez Rahim was the chief 
guest on the occasion and gave 
away prizes among winners and 
runner-up teams.

The final match was played be-
tween the host team SK Bala and 
Ali Sports Academy. Ali Sports 
defeated the hosts in a thrilling 
match and lifted the title.

Officials said 18 teams par-
ticipated in the tournament. 
Speaking on the occasion ACR 
hailed the youngsters for taking 
keen interest in sports. He said 

the youth of Bandipora have 
showcased their talent at inter-
national level and have become 
guiding forces for other youth 
who spoil their leisure time.

He said sports is the best ac-
tivity to do in order to keep 
body and mind fit besides being 
a means to stay away from anti-
social activities including drugs.

Rahim added that the district 
administration has been on 
forefront in developing sports 
infrastructure in the district. 
He said several initiatives are in 
pipeline to further augment the 
sports infrastructure. He said a 
DPR has been recently prepared 
to propose a range of activities 
in sports under Mission Youth. 
BDC member Haari Begum was 
also present on the occasion.

Press Trust of India

KANPUR: New Zealand's Indian-or-
igin spinner Rachin Ravindra, who 
played a pivotal role in helping his 
side draw the first Test against In-
dia, said he was quite nervous about 
how the game would pan out as far 
as his bowling was concerned.

The 22-year-old Ravindra, in the 
company of Indian-born Ajaz Patel 
(2 off 23 balls), held a 91-ball vigil 
that yielded 18 runs for him to save 
the match for his side which was 
nine down in pursuit of 284 on the 
final day here.

Patel, who was born in Mum-
bai, played for the first time in the 
country of his birth. He also picked 

up three wickets in the game even 
though Ravindra went wicket-less.

The 33-year-old Patel interviewed 
Ravindra for the New Zealand crick-
et team's official Twitter handle and 
recalled his own Test debut.

"I remember my my first Test 
match, I was really nervous, and my 
hands were shaking when I first got 
the ball. How was it for you?" Patel 
asked. Ravindra candidly admitted 
to having nerves of his own.

"I felt a bit nervous bowling wise. 
We were about four down in first in-
nings when I was next, so definitely 
felt a few butterflies (that time), but 
I think after a few balls, I did what 
I do. Luckily it ended up okay," said 
Wellington-based player.

Agencies

CHATTOGRAM: Opener Abid Ali 
missed out on back-
to-back centuries 
by nine runs but 
Pakistan comfort-
ably chased down 
a 202-run target to 
beat Bangladesh by 
eight wickets on 
Tuesday in the first 
cricket test.

Abid and Abdul-
lah Shafique put on a 151-run 
partnership for the first wicket, 
their second consecutive 100-
plus stand in the match to give 
Pakistan’s chase a powerful 
start. Abid, who hit 133 in the 
first innings, struck 12 boundar-
ies and scored 91 off 148 deliv-
eries in the second innings.

“I’m really pleased with the 
way Abdullah Shafique built his 
innings and Abid Ali was out-
standing, scoring tough runs 
to pull the team out from diffi-
cult position,” Pakistan captain 
Babar Azam said, also credit-
ing his bowlers for turning the 
match after his team conceded 
a first-innings lead. “The way 
Bangladesh played in the first 
innings was really good but Sha-
heen (Afridi) and Hasan (Ali) 
were outstanding.

“That’s the beauty of test 
cricket that it allows you to 
make a comeback. We didn’t 
have much time to prepare for 
the test but we gave our best.”

Resuming Day 5 at 109 with-
out loss, and just 93 runs away 
from the victory, Pakistan’s 
openers appeared to be in full 
control until offspinner Mehidy 
Hasan struck.

Shafique followed his first-

innings half-century to reach 73 
before Mehidy (1-59) trapped 
him lbw.

Seven overs later, left-arm spin-
ner Taijul Islam (1-89) had Abid 
out lbw, baffling him with a sharp 
turn to make Pakistan 171-2.

Azhar Ali then combined with 
Azam to complete the inevita-
ble, hitting consecutive bound-
aries off Mehidy to finish off the 
game. Azhar was unbeaten on 
24 and Azam was not out on 13.

Liton Das’ maiden test century 
helped Bangladesh post 330 in 
its first innings, then Taijul Islam 
claimed 7-116 to bowl out Paki-
stan for 286 — giving the hosts a 
44-run first innings lead.

Paceman Shaheen Shah Afridi 
was instrumental in Pakistan’s 
rally, returning figures of 5-32 
to wrap up Bangladesh’s second 
innings for 157.

“The key difference was the 
performance of the top order of 
the both teams in this test,” Ban-
gladesh captain Mominul Haque 
said. “We were four down for 
40-odd runs in both innings 
when their openers have two 
100-plus partnerships.

“Mushfiqur (Rahim), Liton 
(Das) stepped up, Taijul got 
seven wickets but as a team we 
couldn’t play well.”

The second test starts Satur-
day in Dhaka. 

Kohli, Maxwell, Rohit, 
Dhoni Retained Ahead Of 
IPL Mega Auction

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Royal Challengers 
Bangalore on Tuesday retained 
their former captain Virat Kohli 
while Mumbai Indians predict-
ably retained India’s T20 captain 
Rohit Sharma and pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah ahead of 
the IPL mega auction.

India’s greatest white ball 
skipper and Chennai Super 
Kings talisman Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni is his team’s second re-
tention behind all-rounder 
Ravindra Jadeja while Ruturaj 
Gaikwad is the fourth name in 
the list. Moeen Ali has also been 
retained by CSK.

The major names to be re-
leased are out of form all-round-
er Hardik Pandya and dashing 

keeper batter Ishan Kishan, who 
have been a part of Mumbai 
Indians core while leg-spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal and Purple 
Cap winner Harshal Patel have 
been released by RCB.

Punjab Kings released their 
last year’s skipper KL Rahul.
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