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FLASH FLOOD PREPAREDNESS TRAINING 
HELD AT KOKERNAG

SECULAR-LIBERAL BAKRA
Of late, a new fad has caught the 
imagination of those around the world, 
Muslim and non-Muslim alike, who are 
trying to re-interpret the animal sacrifice 
that marks the festival of Eid-ul-Zuha 
as an expression of charity that is more 

A special training course on enhancing preparedness for 
flash floods was organised  by SDRF in collaboration with 
the Subdivisional Administration Kokernag at Kokernag, 

The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad Monday urged the general public of 
Srinagar district to ensure strict adherence to Covid-19 

6CITY STATE3 5

NO EID-UL-ADHA PRAYERS FOR THIRD 
YEAR AT JAMIA MASJID SRINAGAR

T
H
IN
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Train Services 
Suspended For 2 Days
SRINAGAR: The railway authorities 
on Tuesday decided to suspend train 
services in the Kashmir Valley for 
next two days, in view of the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation.
An official said that the train services 
between Banihal-Baramulla section 
and vice-versa will remain suspend-
ed with effect from July 21 to 22.
He said that the train services have 
been suspended  More On P10

Wall Collapse 
Kills Employee
JAMMU: An employee of the Mu-
nicipal Council in Rajouri died after 
the boundary wall of Army’s signal 
regiment fell due to continuous rains 
at old bus stand in Rajouri district on 
Tuesday. Dhani Ram son of Lachuu 
Ram of Peer Kanju died on spot after 
he came under the falling wall while 
he was at work outside it, a local 
news agency CNS reported.
They added that Dhani Ram’s body 
was later retrieved  More On P10

Govt Orders Transfer 
Of 2 JKAS Officers
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on Tuesday 
transferred two JKAS officers in the 
interest of administration with im-
mediate effect. According to an order 
issued here, Chander Parkash, JKAS, 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Vijaypur, 
holding additional charge of Sub-
Registrar, Vijaypur, has been trans-
ferred and posted as Deputy Director 
(Audio-Visual)  More On P10

30-Kg IED Recovered 
In Srinagar: Army
SRINAGAR: Army on Tuesday 
claimed to have averted a major mili-
tant attack by recovering a 30-Kg 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) at 
Tangpura Bandh in the outskirts of 
this capital city.
In a statement issued here , the Army 
said that a major militant attack was 
averted when the IED was detected 
by ‘Explosive Detection Dog’ at 
Tangpura Bandh on the outskirts of 
Srinagar in Central  More On P10

J&K BJP Sacks 
3 Party Officials
JAMMU: The BJP in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday removed three 
office-bearers for “anti-party activ-
ity” in Kathua district.
The disciplinary committee led by 
the party’s chief spokesperson in 
J&K Sunil Sethi probed a complaint 
against the three leaders.
The committee submitted a report 
to J&K BJP President Ravinder Raina 
who ordered the three persons to be 
removed from their  More On P10

Set your goals high, 
and don’t stop till 

you get there.
—Bo Jackson

Widom

Pegasus Snooping 
Issue Rocks Parliament

Oppn Demands Probe, 
Amit Shah’s Ouster

T
he issue of "snooping" using Pegasus spyware snowballed 
into a massive political row in Parliament and outside as 
various parties demanded a thorough investigation and 

sacking of Home Minister Amit Shah, while the government 
maintained it had nothing to do with it.  More On P10

Ex-JNU Students, Many 
Activists On Pegasus List

T
he phone numbers of former JNU students Umar Khalid, 
Anirban Bhattacharya, Banjyotsana Lahiri and several 
prominent Indian activists are among those listed as the 

potential targets of Israeli spyware Pegasus,  More On P10

China Building 
New Air Base Near 
Ladakh: Report

India’s Covid Death Toll 
Could Be In Millions
US Study Reveals India's Covid Toll May Be Close To 
50 Lakh; Worst Human Tragedy Since Partition

Eid-ul-Azha Being Celebrated Today
No Congregational Prayers Being Allowed Due To Covid-19; Feverish Pitch Missing In Markets

Govt Forms STF To Rid 
JK Of Single Use Plastic

J&K Reports 
Lowest Covid 
Cases In 4 Months
Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
reported suddaen rise in covid-19 
deaths with six persons succumbing 
to the virus in the last 24 hours even 
as 88 new infections, lowest in over 
four months, were reported during 
the time, officials said.

They said five deaths were re-
ported from Jammu Division and 
one from Kashmir Valley, taking 
the fatality count in J&K to 4371.

Regarding the fresh cases, 
they said, 35 were reported from 
Jammu Division and 53 from 
Kashmir Valley, taking the case 
tally to 320112.

Providing the district-wide de-
tails, the officials said that Srinagar 
reported 16 cases, Baramulla 10, 
Budgam 5, Pulwama 0, Kupwara 
6, Anantnag 7, Bandipora 5, 
Ganderbal 4,  More On P10  

Transformation Of J&K Must Be Visible On The Ground: LG
Greets People On 
Eid-ul-Azha

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha on Tuesday greeted the 
people of Jammu & Kashmir 

Union Territory on the auspicious oc-
casion of Eid-ul-Azha. In his message 
of felicitation, the LG observed that 
the festival is celebration of the spirit 
of inclusiveness and endorses the 
sense of generosity amongst all the 
sections of the society.
"On this auspicious occasion, I convey 
my best wishes to the people and 
hope that the spirit of benevolence 
and selfless service symbolized by 
the Eid-ul-Azha will foster peace 
and harmony," Sinha said, as per an 
official spokesperson.
“May this occasion deepen the bond 
of communal harmony and amity 
among all sects, and bring progress 
& prosperity in the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir  More On P10

Militants Attack Police 
Vehicle In Srinagar

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Pegasus snoop-
ing controversy rocked the Lok 
Sabha proceedings on Tuesday, 
leading to continued disruptions 
and repeated adjournments of 
the House.

Soon after the House assem-
bled at 3 pm, the opposition 

members again started raising 
slogans on the Pegasus snoop-
ing issue, forcing the chair to ad-
journ the House for the day.

The Lok Sabha will now meet 
on Thursday after the Eid holiday.

This was the second day of the 
Monsoon Session that the House 
could not transact any legislative 
business.  More On P10

Extremely Alarming: UN Rights Chief

T
he apparent use of the Pegasus software to spy on journal-
ists, human rights defenders, politicians and others in a 
variety of countries is "extremely alarming" and the States 

concerned should take steps to protect against such "invasions" 
of privacy, the UN high commissioner for human rights said on 
Monday. Politicians, rights activists and journalists  More On P10

PLEASE GO BACK TO YOUR SEATS. I will facilitate a debate on 
every issue. (But) sloganeering is not right. The government is ready to 
debate on whatever issues you want to debate on." Speaker OM Birla

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Eid-ul-Azha will 
be observed with religious 
fervour across Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday. 
Muslims throughout the 
world offer animal sacrifices 
on Eid-ul-Azha, also called 
Bakr Eid, to commemo-
rate the sacrifice offered by 

prophet Abraham.
This year there would 

be no congregational Eid 
prayers in revered shrine 
of Hazratbal, historic Jamia 
Masjid here besides other 
major shrines as govern-
ment has decided the situ-
ation was not good enough 
to allow the gathering amid 
covid-19.  More On P10

Ease In Curbs Help Traders 
Make Up For Losses

Easing of the COVID-19 restric-
tions ahead of Eid-ul-Azha in 
Kashmir has helped the busi-

ness fraternity make up for some of 
the losses they have suffered since 
August 2019 due to back-to-back 
curfew and  More On P10

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: As the ongoing 
military standoff between 
India and China seems to be 
nowhere in sight, the neigh-
bouring nuclear country is 
developing an airbase for 
fighter aircraft operations 
close to the Eastern Ladakh 
area in Shakche town in the 
Xinjiang province, news 
agency ANI reported.

Quoting government 
sources, the report says 
that the base is being built 

between the existing air-
bases of Kashgar and Hogan 
which have been carrying 
out fighter operations along 
the Indian borders for a 
long time. This new base for 
fighter operations, sources 
said, will fill the gap for the 
Chinese Air Force in this re-
gion, the report said.

They also said Shakche 
town already has an airbase 
and it was being upgraded 
for fighter aircraft operations.

According to the report 
said the gap  More On P10

Izhar Nazir Ali

SRINAGAR: Unidentified mili-
tants on Tuesday opened fire 
upon a police vehicle in Saida 
Kadal area of the city; however 
no one was injured in the sur-
prise attack.

Around 5:50 pm Tuesday, 
unknown militants opened 
fire upon a police vehicle near 
the Jammu and Kashmir Bank, 
Saida Kadal branch along 
the University of Kashmir 

road, witnesses told Kashmir 
Observer. They said the sudden 
burst of gunfire prompted the 
traders to down their shutters 
and run towards the safer plac-
es. Many passerby, they said, 
were also seen running helter 
skelter after the gunshots reso-
nated in the area.

“I was returning home when 
the gunfire rattled in Saida Kadal 
Chowk. I got into a house and re-
mained took shelter there for near-
ly 15 minutes,”   More On P10

Militants Injure 
Cop’s Wife, 
Daughter In 
Anantnag

Suspected militants on Tuesday shot at and injured 
the wife and daughter of a police constable in 
Verinag area of south Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

According to reports, suspected militants barged into the 
house of policeman Sajad Ahmad Malik  More On P10

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Government on 
Tuesday constituted a Special 
Task Force headed by the Chief 
Secretary for elimination of 
Single Use Plastic and addressing 

the issue of plastic pollution in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The 8-member Task Force 
has been asked to prepare a 
comprehensive Action Plan 
for implementation of provi-
sions of  More On P10

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government is working 
with a mission to transform the 
urban living through technolog-
ical innovations and streamlin-
ing fundamental infrastructure 
changes required for the future, 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha said Tuesday.

Chairing a review meet-
ing of Housing and Urban 

Development Department 
(HUDD) here at Civil 
Secretariat, the LG said that 
the transformation of J&K 
must be visible on the ground 
and not just confined to offi-
cial plan’s file.

“The government machin-
ery must adopt a pragmatic 
approach to deliver necessary 
projects without any further 
delay and fulfill the vision of 
making Jammu & Srinagar 

Smart Cities,” Sinha said, as 
per an official spokesperson.

While reviewing the flag-
ship schemes & key initiatives 
in urban sector, the LG, he said, 
directed for initiating transfor-
mative projects in both Jammu 
and Srinagar. The LG, he said, 
underlined the importance of 
incorporating drainage and 
sewerage systems during the 
planning process of developing 
urban areas  More On P10

Agencies

NEW DELHI: India’s excess 
deaths during the pandemic 
could be a staggering 10 times 
the official COVID-19 toll, likely 
making it modern India’s worst 
human tragedy, according to the 
most comprehensive research 
yet on the ravages of the virus in 
the South Asian country.

Most experts believe India’s 
official toll of more than 
414,000 dead is a vast under-
count, but the government has 
dismissed those concerns as 
exaggerated and misleading.

The report released 
Tuesday estimated 
excess deaths — the 
gap between those 

recorded and those that would 
have been expected — to be 3 
million to 4.7 million between 
January 2020 and June 2021. 
It said an accurate figure may 
“prove elusive” but the true 
death toll “is likely to be an or-
der of magnitude greater than 
the official count.”

The report was published 
by Arvind Subramanian, 
the Indian government’s 
former chief economic ad-
viser, and two other re-
searchers at the Center for 
Global Development, a non-

profit think tank based in 
Washington, and 

Harvard University.
It said the count 

could  More On P10

VDC Members 
Being Trained In 
Drone Sighting, 
Weapon Handling
Agencies

JAMMU: In the wake 
of drone attack on the 
Jammu’s Air Force Station 
(AFS), the army is busy 
holding special train-
ing sessions with Village 
Defence Committee (VDC) 
members in Rajouri and 
Poonch districts to train 
them about drone spotting 
and handling of sophisti-
cated weaponary.

The VDC members are 
being imparted training 
about drone spotting, drone 
flying sequence and foiling 
possible drone attacks.

Defence sources said that 
the training was organized 
for VDS members from twin 
border districts Rajouri and 
Poonch, where graph of 
militancy was on decline 
but recent trend of frequent 
movement of drones have 
shown a sudden spurt.

Sources further said that 
the army regularly meets 
VDC members in most re-
mote areas of Jammu prov-
ince, where  More On P10
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION SOPORE.
NOTICE   INVITING TENDER 

Fresh  NIT No-    58     of RnB-Sopore of 2021-2022 e-tendering   DATED-   19 .07.2021 .
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K State 
Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:

S. 
No.

Name of Work Adv.  Cost
(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of
T/ DOC (In Rs)

Time  
In days

T&D of Opening
of  Bid

Class of
Contractor

M. H of Ac-
count 

Position 
of AAA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
01 Restoration of Balhama Naribal road by 

way of providing crate protection bunds 
at required spots.

6.90  lacs 300/- 15 days 27.07. 2021 DEE/ CEE 3054 M&R

Position of funds:  Available
1. The Bidding documents consisting of  qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and condi-
tions of contract and other detail’s can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

01. Date of issue of Tender Notice                                19.07.2021
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents From                     19 .07.2021 (10.00 A.M) to 27.07.2021 (4.00P.M)
03. Bid submission start date                               19.07.2021 from (04.00P.M)
04. Bid submission end date                              27 .07.2021  upto (4.00 P.M)
05. Date & time of opening Bids (on line)                              28 .07.2021 at (04.10 P.M) in the Office of the Executive  Engineer R&B 

Division Sopore            
2 .   Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive  Engineer R&B Division  Sopore (tender inviting authority) 
and Bid security Declaration as per format given in         SBD. The EMD has to be submitted by the lowest bidder L1 (3% of quoted cost) within the period as specified in  SBD.
3.     All  Bidders   have  to  submit  Bid  security Declaration form instead of  Earnest money  as per  circular  of  Finance Department ( Bid  Security declaration  from  is  as  per  
Annexure “A” below.
4. The  1st  lowest  bidder  has  to  produce  an  amount  equal  to  3%  of  contract  as  performance  security  in  shape of  CDR/FDR   within  02  days  before  
fixation of   contract  and  shall  be  released  after  successful  completion of  work/DLP.
5.       The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on web Site www.jketenders.gov.in and conveyed   
to the    bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same web site in the office of 
the Tender receiving  authority ).
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical Bids.
7.        Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
7.1    Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from     “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in acquaint 
bid submission process.
7.2    To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per     Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate 
from any approved vendor. 
1.3 The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be  accepted in physical form.
7.4     Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-I 
7.5     Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.  
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 
8.   The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
9.  Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury challan pledged  to Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (the  date of  challan  should  be in  between 
the  date of  start  of  bid  and  Bid  submission end  date) must be uploaded with the bid. The original Treasury challan (cost of tender document),and related documents  
etc must  be  uploaded with  the  documents of  the  bid. 
No:            5095-5115
Date        19 .07.2021        Executive Engineer
   DIPK-5035/21  For and on behalf of the,  R&B Division Sopore
 Lt. Governor of J&K UT,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPARTMENT, DIVISION, PULWAMA

 email : xenphepulwama@gmail.com 
Notice Inviting e-Tender

E-NIT S. No.28/PHEP/Fresh of 2021-22
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of  J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn-key Basis including free trial run of three months after completion of all the com-
ponents of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 months DLP are invited from Reputed and resourceful contractors/ 
Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the 
Procurement  web portal  http://jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Superintending Engineer, Hydraulic Circle Pulwama/Shopian 
HQ: Shopian and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 
25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in. 
I. All Bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security Declaration Form 
is as per Appendix XII) 
II.  The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 05 Days before fixation of contract 
and shall be released after successful completion of work.

S. 
No

Name of Work Estimated 
Cost  
(₹ in lacs)

Cost of 
TD  
(in ₹)

Time of 
comple-
tion

Class of 
Contract

Accord of Ad-
ministrative 
Approval

1 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of RCC Over Head Tank 0.35 lac gallons capacity 
, pump house cum operator quarter ,Chowkidar quarter ,sluice chamber , chain link fencing around structures  , 
approach path , improvements to existing pipe network and providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conduct-
ing complete necessary survey, soil tests as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications, 
installation of 86 FHTCs, including Electrical /Mechanical works, Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type 
Production Tube Well, for WSS N.C Rajpora (JJM) including free trial run of three months after completion of 
all the components of scheme in all aspects and there after one year’s maintenance period which includes 6 
months DLP  

297.11 5500 6 
months

AAY Available

2 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of 0.24 MGD  RCC  Rapid Sand Filtration Plant, 
Pre Settling Tank ,Flash Mixer, Clarifloculator, Sludge Disposal System, 0.60 lac gallons RCC S.R ,   Pump house 
cum operator quarter  ,Chain link fencing around structures ,Sluice Chamber,  Chowkidar quarter/Chemical 
Shed, Anchor /Saddle Blocks ,Approach path , Development of premises, providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, 
Conducting complete necessary survey and soil tests as required at selected site as per the Parameters/ specifi-
cations, Electrical /Mechanical works, installation of 143 FHTCs for WSS Tenghar Payer (JJM) including free trial 
run of three months after completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects and there after one year’s 
maintenance period which includes 6 months DLP.  

431.97 5500 6 
months

AAY Available

3 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of 0.14 MGD  RCC  Rapid Sand Filtration Plant, 
Pre Settling Tank ,Flash Mixer, Clarifloculator, Sludge Disposal System,0.35 lac gallons RCC OHT  ,   pump house 
cum operator quarter  , 0.20 Lac gallons capacity clear water sump ,chain link fencing around structures ,nallah 
training works Sluice Chamber  Chowkidar quarter/Chemical Shed, Anchor /Saddle Blocks , approach path , 
development of premises & providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including cconducting complete necessary survey, 
soil tests as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications Electrical /Mechanical works, instal-
lation of 154 FHTCs for WSS N.C. Naina (JJM) including free trial run of three months after completion of all the 
components of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 
months DLP.  

376.31 5500 6 
months

AAY Available

4 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of 0.20 lac gallons RCC S.R , pump house cum 
operator quarter ,sluice chamber , chain link fencing around structures , Construction of Anchor/Saddle blocks 
,Approach Road , development of premises & providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including cconducting complete 
necessary survey, soil tests as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications Electrical /
Mechanical works, Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type Production Tube Well,  installation of 197 FHTCs 
for WSS Chicker Renzipora (JJM) including free trial run of three months after completion of all the components 
of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 months DLP.  

184.16 2600 6 
months

AAY Available

5 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of construction 0.45 lac gallons RCC OHT , pump 
house cum operator quarter ,sluice chamber , chain link fencing around structures , Chowkidar quarter, develop-
ment of premises & providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey, soil tests 
as required at selected site as per the Parameters/ specifications,  Electrical /Mechanical works, Construction 
of Gravel Packed/ ODEX Type Production Tube Well, installation of 426 FHTCs for WSS Tumlahal Zasow  (JJM) 
including free trial run of three months after completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects and 
there after one year’s maintenance period which includes 6 months DLP.  

309.85 5500 6 
months

AAY Available

6 Design, construction, testing and successfully  commissioning of 0.40 lac gallons RCC OHT , pump house cum 
operator quarter ,sluice chamber , chain link fencing around structures , Chowkidar quarter, approach path , 
development of premises & providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey, 
soil tests as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications, Electrical /Mechanical works, 
Construction of Gravel Packed/ ODEX Type Production Tube Well,  installation of 385 FHTCs for WSS Kharpora 
Litter (JJM) including free trial run of three months after completion of all the components of scheme in all 
aspects and there after one year’s maintenance period which includes 6 months DLP.  

276.16 5500 6 
months

AAY Available

Position of Funds: - Available; 
Major Head of Account:  Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
Status of Technical Sanction: Vide No. PHEDB/12260-72 Dtd. 03-10-2020, No. PHEDB/22464-71 Dtd. 19-01-2021
  & No. PHEDB/22472 Dated:- 19-01-2021
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ 
downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in”as per schedule of dates given below: -

S. No. Description Date Time

DD MM YYYY

1 Publishing date of NIT 19 07 2021 1600 Hrs
2 Download start date 19 07 2021 1600 Hrs
3 Bid submission start date 19 07 2021 1600 Hrs
4 Bid submission end date 09 08 2021 1600 Hrs.
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 11 08 2021 1000 Hrs.
 
  For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir
          Sd/-
No: -PHEP/1860-72      Executive Engineer,
Dated:-  19-07-2021  DIPK-5046/21  (JSD) PHE Div, Pulwama,

Office Of The Dy General Manager,   
Mech Unit JKPCC Ltd   Srinagar

Brick & Tile Factory Premises, Opposite SRTC Yard,
Pampore, Kashmir-192121

�Fax No:,         |      Email:-dgmmechSrinagar@jkpcc.com 

No: Mech/K/                    DATED:      /     /

Gist of e-NIT No: JKPCC/MU/K/ 33 of 2021-22 Dated: - 19-07-2021 
Issued under endorsement No: - Mech/K/1357-61 Dated:19-07-2021

 For and on behalf of the Managing Director of J&KPCC, e-tenders pledged valid for 180 days, are invited from the 
Registered/ reputed / experienced firms / contractors having expertise as detailed in the tender document for the 
following works: -                

Name of Work
Est. Cost
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(In rupees)

Time of 
completion 
(in months)

Technical 
Sanction No. Position of AAA/funds

1 2 3 4 5 6
Providing and Fixing of Fire Extinguishers at Community 
Health Centre Pakherpora Budgam..

1.39  2500/- 30 days
Under Process

Available

       
1. Downloading of Bids: - The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of 
quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from 20-07-2021 (1800hrs) 
downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from                 20-07-2021 (1800 hrs). 
2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 20-07-2021 
(18.00 hrs) to 02-08-2021 (1200 Noon )  in two (02)  covers.
3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received up to due date and time shall be opened on 02-08-2021  at 1500 hrs  or any other 

date convenient to the department in the office Deputy General Manager JKPCC Ltd Mechanical Unit Srinagar.
 

  Dy General Manager,
  Mech Unit JKPCC Ltd

DIPK-NB-1928/21   Srinagar

Younger Athletes At Greater 
Risk Of Atrial Fibrillation Than 
Older Athletes: Study
Agencies

A new study suggested that younger 
athletes are at a higher risk of atrial 
fibrillation than older athletes.
The study also found that athletes ap-
pear to be almost two and half times 
more likely than non-athletes to ex-
perience irregular heart rhythms 
(atrial fibrillation).
The findings of the study were pub-
lished in the British Journal of 
Sports Medicine.
In addition, those athletes in-
volved in mixed sports such 
as football, rugby or netball 
appear to have the highest 
risk when compared with ath-
letes taking part in endurance 
sports such as Nordic skiing, 
orienteering or rowing.
Previous studies have shown 
that physical activity can im-
prove cardiovascular health 
and is associated with re-
duced illness and deaths, but 
they have suggested there is a 
threshold beyond which expo-
sure to increasing levels of ex-
ercise is linked to heart issues 
including atrial fibrillation - a 
condition that can raise the 
risk of stroke, heart failure and 
other heart-related problems.
UK researchers led by Canter-
bury Christ Church University in 
Canterbury set out to review exist-
ing studies on the subject and ex-
plore what impact the type of sport in 
which athletes took part had on their 
risk of atrial fibrillation to reach a 
more conclusive picture of overall 
prevalence among athletes.
They reviewed and analysed 13 suit-
able studies that were published be-
tween 1990 and December 2020 which 

had looked at athletes who took part 
in sports including cycling, running, 
swimming, Nordic skiing, orienteer-
ing, rowing, football, rugby, and net-
ball.
The 13 studies included data on 
70,478 participants, collectively, 
which included 63,662 controls and 
6,816 athletes.
The authors found that the risk of 
atrial fibrillation was 2.46 times 
higher among athletes than non-
athletes.

When the authors split the studies 
into those that involved participants 
with and without cardiovascular dis-
ease risk factors (such as type 2 dia-
betes and high blood pressure), they 
found there was no significant dif-
ference in the relative risk of atrial 
fibrillation in athletes and non-ath-
letes with these risk factors.
However, in athletes and non-ath-
letes without cardiovascular disease 

risk factors, athletes had a signifi-
cantly higher relative risk (3.7 times 
higher) of atrial fibrillation than 
non-athletes.
In addition, younger athletes (aged 
under 55) had a much higher risk (3.6 
times) of atrial fibrillation than older 
athletes (aged 55 and older) who were 
76 per cent more likely to have the 
condition than non-athletes.
Analysis also showed that athletes 
taking part in mixed sports rather 
than endurance sports had a higher 

risk of atrial fibrilla-
tion.
Their study had some 
limitations such as 
the fact that it anal-
ysed research with 
different approaches 
such as case control 
and cohort design, 
and there was lim-
ited data on female 
athletes, making it 
difficult to look at the 
relative risk of atrial 
fibrillation by gender.
Nevertheless, the 
researchers said, 
"Athletes have a sig-
nificantly greater 
likelihood of develop-
ing atrial fibrillation 
compared with non-

athlete controls."
"Younger aged athletes have a 
greater relative risk of atrial fibril-
lation compared with older athletes; 
however, exercise dose parameters, 
including training and competition 
history, as well as potential gender 
differences for the risk of atrial fi-
brillation requires future research," 
the researchers concluded.



This Day In History

From KO Archives

Car-Bomb Attack In 
High Security Zone
Major among 3 soldiers, Civilian 
killed; 20 injured
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR -  Militants attacked passing army vehicles in the 
high security Ram Munshi Bagh area with a powerful car bomb 
this morning, leaving a civilian and three security men, includ-
ing an army major, dead.

Twenty others, including five women and four security 
personnel were injured in the blast. The attack took place at 
around 9: 10 am near the Sher-e-Kashmir cricket stadium close 
to the Burn Hall School when an explosive-laden Maruti car 
blew up just as army vehicles were passing by.

The residences of several ministers, politicians and senior 
bureaucrats are located in the area, and it remains .under round-
the-clock vigil of the police and the security forces. Eye-witnesses, 
quoted by the CNS, said they saw the driver of the Maruti car leap 
out and disappear through a' lane after slowing the vehicle down. 
The Maruti rammed in to an army Gypsy and was hurled several 
feet into the air by the explosion, they said. The police, quoted by 
the PTI, said that the explosion occurred in a stationery vehicle.

The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, which has owned responsibility 
for the blast claiming to have inflicted heavy causalities on the 
security forces, has said that it was a suicide attack.

The blast killed Major Kupil Vinayak, two other personnel, 
identified as Ram Krishen and Subhash Chander, and a civil-
ian, Naseer Ahmad Bhat of Buchwara, Dalgate, who worked as 
an accountant in the Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology (SKUAST).

Those injured in the attack include Kaisar Hussain Mir 
of Pandrethan, Abdul Rahman Wani of Sonawar, Shugufta of 
Haft Chinar, Ruby Akhtar, Ghulam Qadir Dhobi, Muhammad 
Sultan, Abdul Majeed Ganai, Mushtaq Ahmad Wani and Azad 
Ahmad Khan of Dooru Anantnag. Muhammad Suban of Zero 
Bridge. Ghulam Muhammad Bhat, Sakina Akhter of Tangmarg. 
Convent School employee Roshni Akhtar, constable Tahmina. 
Dara Singh of Mattan,   Muhammad Yousuf Wani of Haft Chi-
nar, and Narendar Hakka of Shivpora.

Two of the four injured security personnel have been iden-
tified as Shankar Rao and driver Ghosh.

The blast, which was heard over a large area, left the area 
strewn with bleeding bodies and twisted metal of damaged 
vehicles. The Maruti car used in the blast was blown to bits 
and only its engine could be recovered by the police The army 
Gypsy was wrecked, and three other vehicles were damaged

Window panes of the nearby L1C office, the Highland Mo-
tors showroom, the official residence of the chief justice of the 
state high court, and several other buildings were smashed by 
the impact of the explosion.

  (Kashmir Observer, 21 July, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081
•	 Ambulance: Kashmer EMS Service: +91 94841 00200

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS

FAJR 3: 54

ZUHR 12:37

ASR 5:34

Magrib 7:43

ISHA 9:19

•	 1921 -  To prove his contention that air power is superior to sea power, 
US Colonel William Mitchell demonstrates how bombs from planes 
can sink a captured German battleship

•	 1933  - Haifa Harbor in Palestine opens
•	 1947 -  Indonesia begins 1st political election
•	 1951 -  Dalai Lama returns to Tibet
•	 1960 -  In Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) Sirima Bandaranaike is world's 1st 

woman PM
•	 1961  - Launch of Mercury 4 (Liberty Bell) with Grissom
•	 1962 -  Battles on Chinese & Indies boundary
•	 1965 -  Pakistan, Iran & Turkey sign Regional Co-Operation pact
•	 1969 -  Neil Armstrong becomes the first person to step on the Moon 

at 2:56:15 AM (GMT)
•	 1969 -  Russia's Luna 15 impacts moon after 52 lunar orbits
•	 1970  - Aswan Dam opens in Egypt, enables human control of the 

flooding of the Nile
•	 1972  - Bloody Friday: within the space of seventy-five minutes, the 

Provisional Irish Republican Army explode twenty-two bombs in Bel-
fast; six civilians, two British Army soldiers and one UDA volunteer 
were killed, 130 injured

•	 1973 -  USSR launches Mars 4 for fly-by (2600 km) of red planet
•	 1974  - US House Judiciary approves two Articles of Impeachment 

against President Richard Nixon
•	 1977 -  Libyan-Egyptian border fights
•	 1978  - US Postal Service & unions agree on a contract averting mail 

strike
•	 1978 World's strongest dog, 80-kg St Bernard, pulls 2909-kg load 27 

m
•	 1984 -  USSR performs underground nuclear Test
•	 1986  - Pleasure Island plans unveiled
•	 1988 -  ESA's Ariane-3 launches 2 communications satellites (1 Indian)
•	 1994  - Tony Blair is declared the winner of the leadership election 

of the British Labour Party, paving the way for him to become Prime 
Minister in 1997.

•	 2002 -  Telecom giant WorldCom files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy, the 
then largest such filing in United States history

•	 2004 -  The United Kingdom government publishes Delivering Secu-
rity in a Changing World, a paper detailing wide-ranging reform of the 
country's armed forces.

•	 2011  - NASA's Space Shuttle program ends with the landing of Space 
Shuttle Atlantis on mission STS-135

•	 2014  - After 3 weeks, the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) has struck about 
2,800 targets in Gaza, while Gaza has fired 1,497 rockets at Israel

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

10 Zil Haj 

1442
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No Eid-ul-Adha Prayers For 
Third Year At Jamia Masjid 

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: No Eid-ul-Adha 
prayers would be held at histor-
ic Jamia Masjid in downtown 
Srinagar on Wednesday. All 
congregational prayers in the 
historic Masjid have remained 
suspended for the past more 
than two months to prevent 
spread of coronavirus. 

This decision was taken by 
Anjuman Auqaf Jamia Masjid 
(AAJM), headed by Hurriyat 
Conference chairman Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, who is under 
house arrest since August 5, 2019.

Since all congregational 
prayers in major worship plac-
es are not allowed in view of the 
COVID, no Eid-ul-Adha prayers 
would be held in the Jamia Mas-
jid, officials of the management 
body said.

They said all congregation-
al prayers, including Friday, re-
mained suspended in the Mas-

jid for the past more than two 
months.

All gates of the historic 
Masjid remained closed for 

devotees, they said, adding that 
a decision to reopen the grand 
mosque will be taken only after 
consulting experts and officials.

‘Remember Sacrifices’: 
Mirwaiz Greets People On 
Eid-ul-Adha
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Kashmir’s chief cler-
ic Mirwaiz Umar Farooq Tues-
day extended heartfelt greet-
ings to the Muslim World on 
Eid-ul-Adha, and said that the 
Festival of Sacrifice, in essence, 
carries the life-giving message 
in which is hidden the true 
prosperity of humankind.

In the Eid message, Mir-
waiz said this auspicious occa-
sion teaches us the lessons of 
self-sacrifice, faith and belief 
in Almighty Allah  and most  
importantly submission to his 
command ,the traits of Proph-
et Ibraheem (AS).

Mirwaiz said, “as in the 
rest of the world this Eid is 
being celebrated in J&K too 
while we are grappling with 

the challenge of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). Due to which 
people are facing immense 
problems; however as Muslims  
we have pinned our hopes and 
faith on  Allah Almighty that 
He will see us through.”

Mirwaiz said, “This is 
also the time to remember 
the great sacrifices that peo-
ple of this nation have given 
and continue to do so, as a 
consequence of the lingering 
Kashmir conflict. Leaders of 
our nation and thousands of 
Kashmiris, mostly our youth 
are languishing in jails and 
detention centre's. We remem-
ber them in our prayers and 
in our celebrations. We are 
hopeful that all the sacrifices 
rendered will inshallah be re-
warded.”

Div Com Seeks Details About 
Slaughter Houses In Srinagar

Agencies

Srinagar: Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir P K Pole on 
Tuesday held a review meeting 
with regard to the efforts and 
steps to be taken for putting in 
place the facilities for slaughter 
houses and other facilities for 
the general public in Srinagar 
city and other towns of Valley.

A local news gathering agen-
cy has learnt that divisional ad-
ministration in a meeting has 
asked the Urban Local Bodies 
(ULB) to provide all requisite 
details in a weeks’ time for the 
mutation and transfer of land 
for the slaughter houses, solid 
waste management plants and 
public parks.

“ULB is in possession of 
land for slaughter houses in 
various places of Kashmir divi-
sion but the same has not been 
mutated and transferred yet, 
the chair directed mutation and 
transfer of Government land, 

shall be completed within one 
week's time positively and with-
out any fail,” the official said.

With regard to the Solid 
Waste Management Plant, it 
was mentioned in the meeting 
that Non-Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) for some identified sites 
have not been issued by Pollu-
tion Control Board due to some 
technical reasons and it was di-
rected that some alternate site 
shall be immediately identified 
and transferred to indenting de-
partment.

“In case the identified land 
is Kachari land then papers in 

this regard shall be submitted 
within a week positively. Fur-
ther, in order to cater the rush 
of sewage/garbage disposal on 
scientific pattern during the 
peak tourist season, the Tour-
ism Department shall identify 
suitable patches of land for the 
purpose within one week,” it 
stated.

In the meeting, the DC also 
apprised that at certain places 
the identified places for devel-
opment of public parks, the land 
belongs to Irrigation and Flood 
Control Department Kashmir 
and the NOCs for the same is 
still pending with Irrigation and 
Flood Control (I&FC).

“All such cases shall be tak-
en up with the Chief Engineer, 
I&FC, Kashmir who shall ex-
plore the possibility of issuing 
NOCs at an earliest. Further, 
land parcels already under the 
possession of Municipal Corpo-
ration (MC) shall be mutated,” 
it stated.

Sacrificial animals being sold in a makeshift market 
in Srinagar on Tuesday. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Eid Mubarak

Eid-ul Adha (Eid‐i Qurban) Mubarak to all Muslim Um-
mah especially my nears and dears.May Allah bring you 
joy,happiness,peace and prosperity on this blessed occasion.
Wishing you and your family on this happy occasion #EID. May 
Allah flood your life with happiness,your heart with love,your 
soul with spiritual,your mind with wisdom.May Allah accept all 
your prayers and forgive all your faults.#EID MUBARAK.                

 Regards:-
Janisar News Agency Ang
7780878931

Death 
Remembrance

 

Late Syed Ghulam Jeelani Baihaki

Today on your seventh death anniversary, when you are not physically 
with us, it reminds us your love, affection, respect, care, shelter, support, 
trust, sacrifices and many more things showered on us which are beyond 
our imagination. The feeling of separation cannot be described in words.  
We always pray to the Almighty to accept our prayers to give your noble 
soul a beautiful place in heaven.We will always keep you in our prayers. 
Losing you was something which we could not cope with, but we are of 
the fervent hope that you will be glowing wherever you are watching our 
actions & deeds.Always enlighten us and stay close to our hearts, as we 
feel so that we will march ahead on the path of humanity with humility.  

Deeply Remembered by: 
Your Loving Son, Grand Daughter’s, 

All your family members& All Nears & Dears.

Anjuman Nusrat-ul-Islam 
Appeals People To Donate 
Sacrificial Animal Skins

S
rinagar: Anjuman 
Nusrat-ul-Islam has ap-
pealed to the people of 

Kashmir to voluntarily sub-
mit the skin of their sacrifi-
cial animals at the two cen-
tres set up by it at Mirwaiz 
Manzil and Islamia School, 
in Rajouri Kadal area of Sri-
nagar’s Old City.

Anjuman, in a statement, 
said that the institution, set up 
in 1899, runs the Islamia Orien-
tal College since the same year 
where students have been in-
troduced to religious sciences 
and arts for over a century. In 
every era, the leading scholars, 
muftis, preachers and imams 
in Jammu and Kashmir have 
graduated from this institution 
which has a golden history, it 
said.

“All the needs of the stu-
dents residing in the college 
including accommodation 
and food are the responsibili-
ty of the institution. However, 
due to COVID-19 this year too, 
the members, volunteers and 
sympathisers of the Anjuman 
are unable to go to different 
areas for collecting the skin of 
the sacrificial animals.”

“As such, the Anjuman 
has set up two centres, at Mir-
waiz Manzil Rajouri Kadal 
and Islamia School Rajouri 
Kadal, to collect the animal 
skin. Therefore, all the well-
wishers are appealed to vol-
untarily submit their sacri-
ficial animals’ skin at these 
centres for the sake of Allah 
(SWT),” the statement said.

D&FCO Conducts Checking 
Of Drug Sale Establishments 
In Srinagar
Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: The Drugs 
and Food Control Organi-
zation (D&FCO) during a 
special drive conducted at 
Srinagar and Budgam in-
spected 50 drug sale estab-
lishments and issued show 
cause notices to 27 Retail/
Wholesale establishments 
of which 07 were closed on 
spot for various violations.

The action was taken 
against the erring drug estab-
lishments for contravening 
certain clauses of Drug and 
Cosmetics Act including main-
tenance of sale and purchase 
records, not storing drugs prop-
erly, unhygienic conditions of 
premises and non-issuance of 
bills/cash memos. 

Meanwhile, the inspec-
tion was carried out by 
D&FCO on the directions of 

Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir to curb the Psycho-
tropic/ Habit forming. And 
in this regard various teams 
have been constituted to car-
ry out comprehensive market 
checking of drug sale estab-
lishments of district Srinagar 
and Budgam. 

The teams comprise 3-4 
Drug Control Officers and In-
spectors from Legal and Me-
teorological Department. 

During the drive thorough 
inspections were conducted 
and on spot instructions were 
issued to the license holder’s 
for strict adherence to the 
conditions of the license. 
The Chemists were asked to 
maintain sale and purchase 
records of various drugs 
properly, to maintain storage 
conditions of the drugs as per 
their requirement and issue 
bills/cash memos regularly.

ULB is in possession of land 
for slaughter houses in various 
places of Kashmir division 
but the same has not been 
mutated and transferred yet, 
the chair directed mutation 
and transfer of Government 
land, shall be completed 
within one week's time 
positively and without any fail

DHSK Greets People 
On Eid-ul-Adha
Observer News Service 

S
rinagar: Director Health Services 
Kashmir, Dr Mushtaq Ahmed 
Rather has greeted people on the 
eve of Eid-ul-Adha and appealed 

to the general public to follow all the Co-
vid-19 SOPs.

“My best wishes on the auspicious oc-
casion of Eid-ul-Adha to people in general 
and health workers in particular who have 
been fighting the pandemic for one and half 
years and will continue to do so in future. 
I pray for everyone's good health,” he said.

The director said the holy festival 
teaches us the principles of sacrifice, hu-
mility and benefaction. He hoped that the 
day will bring peace and prosperity to the 
whole of humanity.

Dr Mushtaq in his message urged 
people to work for the well-being of soci-
ety and the country and observe the guide-
lines related to COVID-19.

"Let us all resolve to deal with this pan-
demic of Covid-19 by following all the rules 
and guidelines and work for the well-being 
of society and the country," he said.

The director appealed to people to fol-
low all the SOPs during the rituals of the 
Eid-ul-Adha.



China Unveils Maglev Train, "Fastest 
Ground Vehicle Globally": Report
Agenceis

BEIJING: China unveiled a maglev 
train capable of a top speed of 600 
kph on Tuesday, state media said.

The maximum speed would 
make the train, self-developed by 
China and manufactured in the 
coastal city of Qingdao, the fastest 
ground vehicle globally. Using elec-
tro-magnetic force, the maglev train 
"levitates" above the track with no 
contact between body and rail.

China has been using the tech-
nology for almost two decades on 
a very limited scale. Shanghai has a 
short maglev line running from one 

of its airports to town.
While there are no inter-city or 

inter-province maglev lines yet in 
China that could make good use of 
the higher speeds, some cities in-
cluding Shanghai and Chengdu have 
started to conduct research.

At 600 kph, it would only take 
2.5 hours to travel from Beijing to 
Shanghai by train - a journey of 
more than 1,000 km (620 miles).

By comparison, the journey 
would take 3 hours by plane and 5.5 
hours by high-speed rail.

Bollywood Star Shilpa Shetty’s Husband Arrested In Porn Case
Agenceis

M
umbai police have arrested 
Bollywood star Shilpa Shet-
ty’s husband, Raj Kundra, 

for allegedly producing and broad-
casting pornographic films online, 
six years after the businessman was 
banned from cricket-related activi-
ties over match-fixing charges.

Police announced Kundra’s arrest 
late on Monday, calling the 45-year-
old “the key conspirator” in a case 
involving the creation and publica-
tion of adult films via internet apps.

“We have sufficient evidence re-
garding this,” police said in a press 
release, adding that investigations 
were continuing.

The arrest is the latest scandal to 
hit Kundra, who has two children 
with Shetty, the 2007 winner of Brit-

ish reality show, Celebrity Big Brother.
In 2015, Kundra was banned for 

life from all cricket-related activi-

ties, following an investigation into 
match-fixing during his stint as a 
co-owner with Shetty of the Rajast-
han Royals, a franchise in the hugely 
successful Indian Premier League.

India has stringent laws against 
publishing and transmitting “ob-
scene material”, but watching por-
nography in private is legal.

According to the adult site, Porn-
hub, the nation of 1.3 billion was its 
third largest source of traffic in 2018, 
behind the United States and Britain.

In 2015, a government-appointed 
board of censors blocked the re-
lease of the erotic film, Fifty Shades 
of Grey, in cinemas, despite being 
shown a toned-down version, spark-
ing allegations of moral policing.
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Lockdowns, Covid Curbs 
Dampen Celebrations As Some 
Countries Mark Eidul Azha

Agenceis

M
uslims in different coun-
tries around the world, 
including the United 

States, Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Indonesia 
and Afghanistan, were observing 
on Tuesday yet another Ediul Azha 
in the shadow of the pandemic 
and amid growing concerns about 
the highly infectious Delta variant 
of the coronavirus.

Eidul Azha is typically marked 
by communal prayers, large social 
gatherings, and, for many, slaugh-
tering of livestock and giving meat 
to the needy.

This year, the holiday comes as 
many countries battle the Delta 
variant first identified in India, 
prompting some to impose new 
restrictions or issue appeals for 
people to avoid congregating and 
follow safety protocols.

Scaled-down Haj
The pandemic has already taken a 

toll for the second year on Haj. Once 
drawing some 2.5 million Muslims 
from across the globe to the holy 
city of Makkah in Saudi Arabia, the 
pilgrimage has been dramatically 
scaled back due to the virus.

This year, 60,000 vaccinated 
Saudi citizens or residents of 
Saudi Arabia have been allowed to 
perform the Haj, preventing Mus-
lims from other countries from 
fulfilling the Islamic obligation.

Indonesia marked a grim Ei-
dul Azha amid a devastating new 
wave of coronavirus cases in the 
world’s most populous Muslim 
majority nation.

Large gatherings were banned 
and tougher travel restrictions 
were imposed. Vice President 
Ma’ruf Amin, also an influential 
cleric, appealed to people to per-
form holiday prayers at home 
with their families.

“Don’t do crowds,” Amin said 
in televised remarks ahead of the 
start of the holiday. “Protecting 
oneself from the Covid-19 pan-
demic is obligatory.”

The surge is believed to have 
been fuelled by travel during Eidul 
Fitr and by the rapid spread of the 
Delta variant.

Malaysia
In Malaysia, measures have 

been tightened after a sharp spike 
in infections despite a national 
lockdown since June 1 — people 
are banned from travelling back to 
their hometowns or crossing dis-
tricts to celebrate.

House visits and customary 
trips to graveyards are also banned.

Healthy worshippers are al-
lowed to gather for prayers in 
mosques, with strict social dis-
tancing and no physical contact. 
Ritual animal sacrifice is limited to 
mosques and other approved areas.

Health Director General Noor 
Hisham Abdullah has urged Malay-
sians not to “repeat irresponsible 
behaviour”, adding that travel and 
celebrations during Eidul Fitr and 
another festival on the island of 
Borneo led to new clusters of cases.

“Let us not, in the excitement of 
celebrating the Feast of Sacrifice, 
cause us all to perish because of 
Covid-19,” he said in a statement.

Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yas-
sin urged Muslims to stay home. “I 
appeal to you all to be patient and 
abide by the rules because your 
sacrifice is a great jihad (holy war) 
in Allah’s sight and in our effort to 
save lives,” he said in a televised 
speech on the eve of the festival.

The World Health Organisation 
has reported that Covid-19 deaths 
had climbed after a period of de-
cline. The reversal has been at-
tributed to low vaccination rates, 
relaxed mask rules and other pre-
cautions, and the Delta variant.

Australia
Lockdowns will severely curtail 

Eidul Azha festivities in Sydney 
and Melbourne, Australia’s two 
largest cities.

Sydney resident Jihad Dib, a New 
South Wales state government 
lawmaker, said the city’s Muslims 
were sad but understood why they 
would be confined to their homes 
with no visitors allowed.

“It’s going to be the first Eid in 
my life I don’t hug and kiss my 
mum and dad,” Dib told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp.

Melbourne Muslims face their 
second Eidul Azha in lockdown 
in as many years. The sudden an-
nouncement of the Melbourne 
lockdown last week will also deal 
a huge financial blow to retailers 
who had stocked up on food ahead 
of what they thought would be 
usual Eid festivities.
Iran

Iran on Monday imposed a 
week-long lockdown on the capi-
tal, Tehran, and the surrounding 
region as the country struggles 
with another surge in the coro-
navirus pandemic, state media 
reported. The lockdown begins on 
Tuesday (today).

Bangladesh
Not everyone is imposing new 

restrictions.
In Bangladesh, authorities have 

allowed an eight-day pause in the 
country’s strict lockdown for the 
holiday that health experts say 
could be dangerous.

Egypt
In Egypt, Essam Shaban trav-

elled to his southern hometown 
of Sohag to spend Eidul Azha 
with his family. He said ahead of 
the start of the holiday that he 
planned to pray at a mosque there 
on Tuesday while taking precau-
tions such as bringing his own 
prayer rug and wearing a mask.

Pegasus Scandal: French Prosecutors 
Open Probe Into 'Spying' On Media
Agenceis

PARIS: Prosecutors in Paris said 
Tuesday that they had opened a 
probe into allegations that Moroc-
can intelligence services used the 
Israeli surveillance software Pegasus 
to spy on several French journalists.

The investigation will examine 
10 different charges, including 
whether there was a breach of 
personal privacy, fraudulent ac-
cess to personal electronic devic-
es, and criminal association.

Investigative website Mediapart 
filed a legal complaint on Monday 
over the spying claims, which Mo-
rocco has denied, and the satirical 
weekly Le Canard Enchaine has 
said it plans to do so as well.

A collaborative investigation by 
The Washington Post, The Guard-
ian, Le Monde and other media 
outlets, based on a leaked list of 
50,000 phone numbers, claimed 
Monday that spying worldwide 
using the technology from the 
NSO Group had been far more ex-
tensive than previously thought.

Mediapart revealed that the 
phones of its founder Edwy Ple-
nel and one of its journalists were 
among those targeted by Moroc-
can intelligence services.

In an article published Mon-
day, it said that Morocco had 
"violated the privacy of two jour-
nalists, undermined the profes-
sion of informing people and the 
freedom of the media, stolen and 
exploited personal and profes-
sional data."

Around 30 journalists and 
bosses in the French media were 
allegedly targeted by Moroccan 
security services, including em-
ployees of Le Monde, Le Figaro, 
France Televisions and Agence 
France-Presse, Le Monde report-
ed. Morocco denied the claims, 
saying it "never acquired com-
puter software to infiltrate com-
munication devices."

The country ranks 136 out of 
180 countries in the 2021 World 
Press Freedom Index, and jour-
nalists there "continue to be sub-
jected to judicial harassment," 

according to the Reporters 
without Borders media freedom 
group.

Journalists reporting on the 
ruling monarchy, corruption or 
events in the disputed Western 
Sahara region are known to face 
particular scrutiny.

French government spokesman 
Gabriel Attal told French public 
radio that "these are extremely 
shocking acts and, if proven, are 
extremely serious."

He said that France was "ex-
tremely attached to press free-
dom" and that any attempt to cur-
tail journalists' freedom to report 
was "very serious."

The joint investigation into 
Pegasus identified at least 180 
journalists in 20 countries who 
were selected for potential target-
ing between 2016 to June 2021.

Among them were reporters 
for The Wall Street Journal, CNN, 
The New York Times, Al Jazeera, El 
Pais, the Associated Press, Bloom-
berg, The Economist and Reuters, 
The Guardian reported.

Iraq Market Bombing 
Claimed By ISIS Kills Nearly 
36 On Eve Of Eid Holiday
BAGHDAD: Iraq was in mourning 
on Tuesday for at least 36 people 
killed when a bomb ripped through 
a crowded Baghdad market in what 
the Islamic State group's jihadists 
claimed as a suicide attack.

The bloody carnage Monday 
evening, one of the deadliest at-
tacks in years in the war-scarred 
country, killed mostly women and 
children on the eve of Eid al-Adha, 
the Muslim festival of sacrifice.

It sparked revulsion and re-
newed fears about the reach of 
the IS, which lost its last territory 
in Iraq after a gruelling campaign 
that ended in late 2017, but retains 
sleeper cells in remote desert and 
mountain areas.

The Sunni Muslim extremists 
claimed on the Telegram mes-
senger service that an IS suicide 
bomber had detonated an explo-
sives belt in the bustling Woheilat 
market of Baghdad's Shiite district 
of Sadr City.

In the panic and chaos of the at-
tack, screams of terror and anguish 
filled the air. When the smoke 
cleared, human remains lay strewn 
amid scattered sandals, market pro-
duce and the charred debris of stalls.

Iraqi President Barham Salih 
condemned the "heinous crime of 
unprecedented cruelty on the eve 
of Eid," writing on Twitter that the 
perpetrators "do not allow people 
to rejoice, even for a moment".

The United Nations Mission in 
Iraq said the attack showed that 
"the scourge of terrorism knows 
no bounds", while the German em-
bassy expressed its "sadness after 
this senseless and brutal attack".

No official death toll has yet been 
released by Iraqi authorities, but 
medical sources told AFP on Tues-
day morning that at least 36 people 
were killed and about 60 wounded.

'Cowardly attack'
Prime Minister Mustafa al-

Kadhemi said the "cowardly attack 
illustrates the failure of terrorists 
to regain a foothold after being 
defeated by our heroic security 
forces" and vowed that "terrorism 
will not go unpunished".

The attack came days before 
Kadhemi was to meet US Presi-
dent Joe Biden in Washington, and 
months ahead of a scheduled par-
liamentary election in October.

"This is a clear message that IS 
is still present and is able to strike 
targets in Baghdad," said Osama 
al-Saidi, head of the Iraqi Political 
Science Association.

"Whenever elections approach, 

terror attacks happen with the aim 
of sending a political message that 
those governing are weak."

Deadly attacks were common 
in Baghdad during the sectarian 
bloodletting that followed the US-
led invasion of 2003, and later on 
as IS swept across much of Iraq.

Iraq declared IS defeated in late 
2017 after a fierce three-year cam-
paign and attacks became relative-
ly rare in the capital -- until Janu-
ary this year when a twin suicide 
bombing claimed by IS killed 32 
people in a Baghdad market.

The US-led coalition that sup-
ported Iraq's campaign against IS 
has significantly drawn down its 
troop levels over the past year, cit-
ing the increased capabilities of 
Iraqi forces.

The United States, which pro-
vides the bulk of the force, has 
2,500 troops left in Iraq -- down 
from 5,200 a year ago. They carry 
out air strikes, drone surveillance 
and training of Iraqi forces.

US forces have come under re-
peated attack from Shiite paramili-
tary groups, integrated into the 
Iraq security apparatus, that sup-
port neighbouring Iran, the arch 
enemy of the United States.

'Tired of everything'
The latest attack sparked re-

criminations among Iraqi political 
leaders.

Parliament speaker Mohamed 
Halbousi called for "leadership 
changes among senior security of-
ficials who have proven their der-
eliction of duty".

Lawmaker Adnan Al-Zurfi ac-
cused commanders of the Falcon 
Cell counter-terrorism unit of hav-
ing turned from "intelligence gath-
ering to politics".

Iraqi analyst Jassem al-Mouss-
aoui said the attack highlights "the 
weakness of the security forces 
which have not been formed on a 
professional basis but according to 
their political loyalties".

Many ordinary Iraqis meanwhile 
shared their grief, exhaustion and 
sense of helplessness in a country 
that has endured decades of war 
and insurgency, as well as an ongo-
ing economic and political crisis.

In a widely shared social media 
post, comedian Ahmed al-Basheer 
recalled that only days ago at least 
60 people died when a fire tore 
through a Covid hospital unit in 
the southern city of Nasiriyah.

"Every day there's a new calam-
ity," he wrote. "We're tired of ev-
erything."

No Sign Of Pfizer, 
Moderna Covid Vaccines In 
Breast Milk, Study Shows

Los Angeles: Researchers have 
found no evidence for the pres-
ence of Pfizer or Moderna CO-
VID-19 vaccines in human breast 
milk in a small study, suggesting 
that the mRNA preventives are 
safe during lactation.

The study, published in the 
journal JAMA Pediatrics, offers the 
first direct data of vaccine safety 
during breastfeeding and could 
allay concerns among those who 
have declined vaccination or dis-
continued breastfeeding due to 
concern that vaccination might 
alter human milk.

The researchers at University of 
California, San Francisco (USCF) in 
the US analysed the breast milk of 
seven women after they received 
the Pfizer and Moderna mRNA 
vaccines, and found no trace of the 
preventives.

Previous research has demon-
strated that vaccines with mRNA 
inhibit transmission of the virus 
that causes COVID-19.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) recommends that breast-
feeding people be vaccinated, the 
researchers noted.

According to the Academy of 
Breastfeeding Medicine, there is 
little risk of vaccine nanoparticles 
or mRNA entering breast tissue or 
being transferred to milk, which 
theoretically could affect infant 
immunity, they added.

"The results strengthen current 
recommendations that the mRNA 
vaccines are safe in lactation, and 
that lactating individuals who re-
ceive the COVID vaccine should 
not stop breastfeeding," said study 
corresponding author Stephanie 
L Gaw, an assistant professor at 
UCSF.

"We didn't detect the vaccine 
associated mRNA in any of the 
milk samples tested," said study 
lead author Yarden Golan, a post-
doctoral fellow at UCSF.

The study, conducted from De-
cember 2020 to February 2021, 
provides an experimental evi-
dence regarding the safety of the 
use of mRNA-based vaccines dur-
ing lactation.

The mothers' mean age in the 
study was 37.8 years and their 
children ranged in age from one 
month to three years.

Milk samples were collected prior 
to vaccination and at various times 
up to 48 hours after vaccination.

Researchers found that none 
of the samples showed detect-
able levels of vaccine mRNA in any 
component of the milk.

The study was limited by the 
small sample size, the researchers 
noted, adding that further clinical 
data from larger populations were 
needed to better estimate the ef-
fect of the vaccines on lactation 
outcomes.

Pandemic Recovery To Push 
Emissions To All-Time 
High: Energy Watchdog

Agenceis

LONDON: The global rebound from 
the COVID-19 pandemic is set to 
drive emissions of greenhouse gases 
that stoke climate change to all-time 
highs, the Paris-based International 
Energy Agency said in a report on 
Tuesday.

"We estimate that full and 
timely implementation of the 
economic recovery measures an-
nounced to date would result in 
CO2 emissions climbing to record 
levels in 2023, continuing to rise 
thereafter," it said.

Spending plans for clean en-
ergy allocated by governments 
around the world in the second 

quarter of this year add up to $380 
billion, making up just 2% of their 
total stimulus funds in response to 
the pandemic, the IEA said.

The energy watchdog said the 
figure represented around a third 
of what it envisioned was need-
ed in order to put the world on 
course to reach net zero emissions 
by mid-century.

"(Countries) must then go even 
further by leading clean energy in-
vestment and deployment to much 
greater heights beyond the recov-
ery period in order to shift the 
world on to a pathway to net-zero 
emissions by 2050, which is nar-
row but still achievable -- if we act 
now," IEA chief Fatih Birol wrote.

Erdogan Calls For US 
Support For Turkey To 
Protect Kabul Airport
Agenceis

Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan has called on the 
United States to meet “condi-

tions” including financial, logisti-
cal and diplomatic support, so that 
Turkey can run and guard Kabul 
airport after other foreign troops 
withdraw from Afghanistan. Tur-
key has offered to deploy troops to 
the airport after NATO fully with-
draws and has been in talks with 
the US for several weeks.

Erdogan and US President Joe 
Biden discussed the issue in their 
first face-to-face meeting on the 
margins of a NATO summit in June.

The Taliban, which has gained 
territory as US-led foreign forces 
pull out, has warned Turkey 
against it.

Erdogan, speaking in a televised 
address on Tuesday from Northern 
Cyprus, acknowledged that the 
Taliban had reservations but said 
Turkey would nonetheless carry 
out the mission as long as the US, a 
NATO partner, meets three specific 
Turkish requirements.

The conditions are US support in 
diplomatic relations, the handover 
of logistical facilities, and financial 
and administrative backing.

“If these conditions could be 
met, we are thinking of taking 
over the management of Kabul 
airport,” he said.

“There will be serious financial 
and administrative difficulties 
… (the United States) will give 
the necessary support to Turkey 
in this respect as well,” Erdogan 
added, after attending morning 
prayers during the Muslim Eid al-
Adha holiday.

Turkey hopes the airport mis-
sion will help soothe US ties that 

are strained on several fronts in-
cluding its purchase of Russian 
S-400 missile defences.

“The Taliban, who held some 
talks with America, should be able 
to talk about these issues with 
Turkey more comfortably,” Erdo-
gan said, adding that he believes 
an agreement can be reached.

Al Jazeera’s Resul Serdar said 
securing the operation of Kabul air-
port is vital as it is the only gateway 
for the international community.

“Turkey wants to keep it inter-
national because it is afraid of a 
scenario of being left behind once 
the international community is 
out of the country, and having a 
confrontation with the Taliban,” 
he said, speaking from Istanbul.

Serdar said that by taking such 
an active role as a peace-building 
country in Afghanistan, Turkey 
hopes to improve relations with 
the US and the European Union.

“Erdogan also said he would 
like to have direct talks with the 
Taliban regarding Kabul airport, 
so in that sense – if any time 
soon the direct talks start – then 
it wouldn’t be a surprise to the 
world,” Serdar added.

‘Reprehensible plan’
The Taliban ruled Afghanistan 

with an iron fist from 1996 to 
2001 and has fought for 20 years 
to expel foreign forces, topple the 
Western-backed government in 
Kabul and reimpose Islamic rule.

The Taliban, emboldened by 
the departure of foreign forces 
by a September target, called Tur-
key’s plan “reprehensible”.

Ankara and others have said the 
airport must stay open to preserve 
diplomatic missions there. Erdo-
gan said on Monday that the Tali-
ban should “end the occupation”.



Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Health and Medical 
Education, Atal Dulloo, Tuesday 
directed the officers to utilise  
the resources under Emergency 
Covid Response Package (ECRP) 
effectively so that the health in-
frastructure is revamped across 
Jammu and Kashmir to its maxi-
mum potential.

Dulloo stressed upon the of-
ficers that Paediatric ICUs, Ma-
ternity ICUs and Hybrid wards 
should be made functional in all 
District Hospitals at the earliest.

He further asked the Princi-
pals of newly established Medi-
cal Colleges to make Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) and 
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit 
(PICU) fully functional at the 
earliest so that better paediatric 
care facilities are provided to the 
general public.

He also stressed on them 
to establish the Centre of Excel-
lence one each at Jammu and 

Srinagar at earliest for the ad-
vanced medical care facilities.

While reviewing other in-
frastructural facilities related to 
COVID-19, Atal Dulloo directed 
the officers that the new RTPCR 
testing labs in five district hospi-
tals should be made functional at 
the earliest so that the testing fre-
quency is increased across J&K. 
He further asked them that all 
possible formalities for acquir-
ing DNA sequencer for GMC Sri-
nagar and GMC Jammu should 
be completed at the earliest so 
that innovative and upgraded 
facilities for COVID response are 
established here.

Additional Chief Secretary 
also directed the concerned of-
ficers that retrofitting of ambu-
lances should be done as per the 
modern level besides all the ac-
quired Advance Life Supporting 
ambulances should be dedicated 
for the public use.

Highlighting the need of 
capacity building and training 
of health workers, Dulloo im-

pressed upon the officers to uti-
lise the resources under ECRP 
for better capacity building of 
doctors and other health work-
ers and asked them to utilise the 
manpower as per their skills and 
training them as and when re-
quired.

He was speaking during a 
meeting that he chaired of Execu-
tive Committee of State Health 
Society to finalise the ‘COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Health 
Systems Preparedness Package 
Phase-II’ at Civil Secretariat here.

Mission Director, National 
Health Mission (NHM) J&K, 
Principal GMC Srinagar, Prin-
cipal GMC Jammu, Managing 
Director, JK Medical Supplies 
Corporation, Director Health 
Services Jammu, Director 
Health Services Kashmir, Prin-
cipals of newly established Medi-
cal Colleges of Anantnag, Baram-
ulla, Rajouri, Kathua and Doda, 
CMOs of all districts, Medical 
Superintendents of all district 
hospitals and other concerned 

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: The Doctors Asso-
ciation Kashmir (DAK) Tues-
day advised people to wear 
masks and maintain physical 
distance while purchasing 
and sacrificing animals.

Ahead of Eid-ul-Adha be-
ing celebrated on July 21, the 
Doctors Association Kash-
mir (DAK) advised the people 

to follow the Covid related 
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) while sacrific-
ing animals.

“There is no harm in sac-
rificing animals on Eid-ul-
Adha if SOPs in view of Co-
vid-19 are followed in letter 
and spirit. There is no scien-
tific evidence to suggest that 
animal sacrifice of animals 
will be in any way harmful if 

protocols and advisories are 
followed,” said DAK presi-
dent Dr MY Tak.

Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) further re-
quested people to celebrate 
Eid with austerity and help 
needy and poor people in 
view of prolonged Lock-
downs as it has affected the 
economy of a large popula-
tion.
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Dulloo Asks Officers To Utilise ECRP 
For Revamping Health Infrastructure

DDC Gbl Seeks Details For 
Tendering Process Of Works 
Under B2V3

Observer News Service 

GANDERBAL: The District De-
velopment Commissioner (DDC) 
Ganderbal, Krittika Jyotsna Tues-
day sought a detailed status depart-
ment wise of work estimation and 
tendering process of the works ap-
proved under B2V3 program. 

Threadbare discussion was 
held on the tendering process, 
feasibility of works, estimate cost 
and other issues that are ham-
pering the progress of works ap-
proved under B2V3.

The DDC sought details from 
all departments about the works 

approved under B2V3 program 
and was informed that 252 works 
are authorized for execution out 
of which 219 works have been 
tendered besides, 24 works are al-
ready completed and 53 works are 
under process.

Keeping in view the impor-
tance of such works, the DDC 
directed the concerned that ten-
dering process of pending works 

should be completed at an earliest 
and disputes should also be set-
tled so that all works are tendered 
in time.

The meeting also discussed 
the framing of estimates of works 
under District Capex Budget espe-
cially under PRI grants.

The DDC reiterated that dis-
trict administration is committed 
to provide all basic facilities at 
the door steps of the people espe-
cially living in far-flung areas and 
exhorted upon all the line depart-
ments that all such works shall 
be taken in mission mode so that 
targets are achieved well in time.

She chaired a meeting of line 
departments to review the prog-
ress on works approved under 
District Capex  Budget and Back 
to Village (B2V) program in the 
district.

The DDC directed the con-
cerned to expedite the work and 
fixed timeline for completion of 
works under execution to avoid 
further delay.

Next Three Months 
Crucial To Avert Third Covid 
Wave: DC Budgam
Observer News Service 

BUDGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bud-
gam, Shahbaz Ahmed Mirza 
Tuesday stressed that the 
next three months are going 
to be crucial to avert the 
looming threat of the 3rd 
wave of Covid-19, and in this 
regard, self-discipline and an 
element of seriousness needs 
to be displayed by the public 
in the district.

He said that although 
Covid-19 is under control in 
the district as less number of 
cases are reported on day to 
day basis, but the Pandemic 
is not over yet.  

The DC emphasized for 
massive participation in the 
vaccination drive to stop the 
spread of Covid-19 pandemic.

Since the festival of Eid 
ul Adha will be celebrated to-
morrow, the DC appealed to 

all to follow Covid Appropri-
ate Behaviour, all mandated 
COVID-19 SOPs and avoid 
unnecessary gatherings par-
ticularly in congested places.

He further appealed to 
the general public to offer 
Eid prayers at home as 
public gathering at any place 
is not permitted above 25 
persons. Offering Eid prayer 
at home will help avert a 
surge in positive Covid-19 
cases in the district shall be 
minimized, he added.

The DC emphasised 
that a bit of complacency 
has been noticed with 
some people not wearing 
face masks which cre-
ates a potential threat of 
spreading Covid-19 infec-
tion, such complacency is 
unreasonable and the pub-
lic should adhere to Covid 
Appropriate Behaviour 
strictly. 

Doctors Body Urges People To 
Follow Covid SOPs On Eid

Reviews Finalisation Of ‘Covid Emergency Response And 
Health Systems Preparedness Package Phase-II’

Mumkin Scheme…

Div Com Launches MUMKIN 
Scheme In Kupwara

Observer News Service 

KUPWARA: The Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) Kash-
mir, Pandurang K Pole Tuesday 
launched MUMKIN scheme at 
DC Office Kupwara in presence 
of Chairman DDC, VC DDC, 
Deputy Commissioner Kup-
wara and other concerned of-
ficers and handed over keys of 
vehicles among 4 beneficiaries 
under the scheme.   

He also directed district 
administration Kupwara to 
strictly implement the COV-
ID-19 SOPs on ground to stop 
any kind of resurgence of pan-
demic, in view of Eid festival. 

He also appealed the people 
of Kupwara district to support 
the administrative decisions 
by following COVID Appropri-
ate Behaviour religiously and 
honestly and avoid holding big 
congregations.

The Div Com, who was on 
a day's visit to Kupwara dis-
trict, was addressing a largely 
attended officers meeting at 
Conference Hall, DC Office, 
Kupwara today. 

The Div Com said that 
the objective of his visit and 
holding meeting at border 

district Kupwara is to review 
the ground situation with 
regard to COVID mitigation 
measures. He appreciated the 
efforts of district Administra-
tion and Health department 
for their best efforts in curb-
ing spread of dreaded COVID 
pandemic, inspite of large size 
of the district in terms of pop-
ulation, topography and area. 

The Div Com stressed 
upon all stakeholders to play 
their role in complete eradi-
cation of COVID from the dis-
trict. He said PRIs have a vital 
role to play in motivating the 
people for vaccination and 
other Covid guidelines. He 
said Eid or any other religious 
festival should not become the 
reason for resurgence of CO-
VID pandemic. He stressed for 
constituting of Village level 
Committees to monitor the 
vaccination process in consul-
tation with BLOs.

Chairman DDC Kupwara 
and VC DDC spoke on the oc-
casion and appreciated the 
district Administration, Doc-
tors, paramedics and all other 
stakeholders for upholding re-
markable services in curbing 
the pandemic. 

NC, PDP, PC Others Greet 
People On Eid-ul-Adha
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Confer-
ence President, Member of 
Parliament from Srinagar Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah and Vice 
President Omar Abdullah, 
Peoples Democratic Party 
President Mehbooba Mufti, 
Peoples Conference Chair-
man Sajjad Lone, State Con-
gress President GA Mir and 
others on Tuesday extended 
warm greetings to the people 
on the auspicious occasion of 
Eid-ul-Azha.

In his message Dr. Farooq 
said, “As the Muslim Umah 
unite to observe Eid Al Azha, 
let me at the very start felicitate 
people on the blessed and auspi-
cious occasion of Eid-Al-Azha.” 

While extending warm fe-
licitations to the people, Omar 
Abdullah said, “I wish Eid 
Mubarak to all.”

Peoples Democratic Party 
President and former Chief 
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti 
greeted people on the auspi-
cious occasion of Eid-ul-Azha.

In her message, the PDP 
President prayed that the 
blessed festival further in-
culcates the values of selfless 
service, piety and care about 
each other among us. She said 
that the Sunnah of Hazrat 
Ibrahim (AS) which embodies 
these values needs to be fol-
lowed more in present times 
which are marked by acrimo-
ny, ill will and confrontation 

all across the globe.
Peoples Conference Chair-

man Sajad Gani Lone extend-
ed warm greetings to the peo-
ple of J&K on the auspicious 
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha.  

In his felicitation mes-
sage, Lone wished all Muslims 
around the world a peaceful 
and joyful Eid-ul-Azha. 

"I extend my warm wishes 
to the people on the auspicious 
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha. May 
this Eid deepen the spirit of 
harmony, peace and progress 
in Jammu and Kashmir. I urge 
people to take extra care in view 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
this occasion", he said. 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(JKPCC) President Ghulam 
Ahmad Mir in his message 
said Eid Ul Adha is a very sa-
cred occasion, honouring the 
willingness of Prophet Abra-
ham (AS) who, when asked by 
Allah to sacrifice a thing dear 
to him, and he readily agreed 
to sacrifice his son Ismail.

Senior Political Leader 
and Former Deputy Chief 
Minister Muzaffar Beig ex-
tended warm greetings to the 
people on the eve of Eid-ul-Ad-
ha, wishing them well-being 
and prosperity.

In his message of felicita-
tions on the eve of this auspi-
cious occasion, Beig said: “Eid 
gives us the message of love, 
unity and brotherhood. Shar-
ing happiness increases them.

Flash Flood Preparedness 
Training Held At Kokernag

Bandipora 
Man Dies By 
Suicide

B
andipora: A 
60-year-old man 
died of suicide in 
Quil Muqam area 

of Bandipora district on 
Tuesday after he allegedly 
set himself ablaze.

Officials said that the 
man, a labourer, set himself 
ablaze at his residence by 
pouring kerosene.

“Although he was 
rushed to a health facil-
ity in critical condition, but 
doctors declared him dead 
on arrival,” they said.

Meanwhile, a police of-
ficials said that they have 
registered a case for inves-
tigation. (CNS)

Kulgam Admin 
Restores Bailey Bridge 
At Chawalgam

Observer News Service 

K
ULGAM: Following the 
directions of the Deputy 
Commissioner Kulgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 

Bhat, the PWD (R&B) Division Kul-
gam successfully restored the Bai-
ley Bridge at Chawalgam, Kulgam 
within a shortest span of time. 

The Bailey Bridge was earlier 
damaged and the Deputy Commis-
sioner had passed strict directions 
to the concerned agency for resto-
ration of the Bridge at an earliest 
keeping in view the importance of 
the bridge. 

Meanwhile, acting upon the di-
rections, PWD (R&B) mobilized its 
men and machinery and success-
fully restored the bridge for traffic 
movement today.

Observer News Service 

ANANTNAG: A special 
training course on enhanc-
ing preparedness for flash 
floods was organised  by 
SDRF in collaboration 
with the Subdivisional 
Administration Kokernag 
at Kokernag, here.

Besides SDM, around 

50 officials from Rev-
enue, education, etc par-
ticipated in the training 
course.

During the session, 
instructors from SDRF 
provided technical inputs 
to the revenue authori-
ties, duty magistrates and 
other emergency team 
members on managing 

crisis and saving lives 
and property during flash 
floods.  

It was informed that 
such courses will be organ-
ised regularly and focus 
shall also be laid on deal-
ing with the critical situ-
ations like earthquakes, 
fire, landslides and other 
calamities.

As the Muslim Umah unite to observe Eid Al 
Azha, let me at the very start felicitate people on 

the blessed and auspicious occasion of Eid-Al-Azha

LG’s Advisors, CS, DCs Greet People On Eid-ul-Azha
Observer News Service 

S
RINAGAR: Advisors to 
Lieutenant Governor, Fa-
rooq Khan, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar and Baseer 

Khan Tuesday extended greetings 
to the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir on the auspicious occasion of 
Eid-ul-Azha.

In a message, Advisor Khan 
termed the occasion as a festival 
of sacrifice and selflessness say-
ing that Eid-ul-Azha endorses the 
spirit of benevolence and generos-
ity towards others.

 “I hope that this auspicious 
occasion would further enhance 
the amiable atmosphere and pro-
vide a beacon of light for prosper-
ity and development in the Union 
Territory. Such religious events 
bring great richness to our cultur-
al landscape and pluralism bind-
ing together people of all faiths. 
Rather than keeping us apart, the 

distinct tradition and composite 
culture that has found home in 
our country, is a source of under-
standing and compassion that en-
riches our nation,” he asserted.

Advisor Rajeev Rai Bhat-
nagar, in his message of felici-
tation, hoped that this auspi-
cious occasion would bring in a 
renewed spirit of love and one-
ness through its message of self 
discipline and sacrifice among 
the people. “May this festival 
would further strengthen the 
bonds of communal harmony, 
brotherhood, amity among the 
people of the UT”, maintained 
the Advisor.

Advisor Baseer Khan, in his 
greetings, Advisor expressed op-
timism that this festival would 
further cement the bonds of com-
munal harmony, brotherhood and 
amity among people of all faiths.

Keeping in view the evolving 
COVID-19 pandemic situation, 

Baseer Khan urged upon the peo-
ple to follow COVID appropriate 
behavior religiously and main-
tain social distancing to prevent 
further spread of COVID-19.

The Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta, also extended 
greetings to the people on the aus-
picious occasion of Eid-ul-Azha, 
wishing them well-being, peace 
and prosperity.

In his message on the eve 
of Eid-ul-Azha, the Chief Secre-
tary said that the holy festival 
teaches us the principles of sac-
rifice, humility and benefaction. 
He expressed hope that the festi-
val will further strengthen the 
bonds of communal harmony, 
mutual brotherhood, amity, and 
tranquillity. He asked the youth 
to come together and contribute 
to peace and progress of UT be-
sides both personal and societal 
development.

Meanwhile the deputy com-

missioners of Kashmir districts 
also extended their Eid wishes to 
the people.

The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shopian interacted with 
the representatives of Auqaf 
Committee and shared the con-
cern of Administration with 
regard to the COVID-19 SOPs 
and CAB for saving the lives of 
the people. 

The DC greeted people on the 
eve of Eid-ul-Adha and requested 
them to stay indoors and offer 
Namaz at their respective homes 
as the COVID Pandemic is not 
over yet. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Anantnag, Dr. Piyush Singla 
in his message, expressed hope 
that the Covid Pandemic would 
end soon and the normalcy of pre-
covid times is resumed. He wished 
blessings to the people and prayed 
for the collective well-being of the 
society. 
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Eid Mubarak

E
id-ul-Azha this year follows a period of relative 
normalcy after a devastating second Covid-19 
wave that once again resulted in a nationwide 
lockdown through March to May. In Kashmir, 

one more pandemic-induced lockdown capped two years 
of extraordinary disruption, that has witnessed succes-
sive lockdowns, both security and healthcare-driven. 
In the process, the Valley’s businesses have suffered a 
humungous loss. According to an estimate by the local 
business bodies, the Valley's economy last year suffered 
a loss of around Rs 50,000 crore. Its fallout on the ground 
has been grim: thousands of people have lost their jobs. 
Sectors of the economy like tourism, handicrafts, hotel in-
dustry, IT, transport etc have been crushed. Many people 
have been forced to shut down their old unviable busi-
nesses and start new ones.

Similarly, across the country, the disruption last year 
cut the country's GDP growth by a whopping one-fourth. 
In real terms, this meant a loss of lakhs of jobs, ruining of 
businesses, migration of labour, etc. This year the situa-
tion has, more or less, replicated.

The fallout on the livelihoods of the people has been 
far-reaching. What is more, there is little hope to look 
forward to. The continuing uncertainty in the situation 
has further deteriorated the situation turning the lives of 
many more people upside down.

So, while we celebrate Eid, a festivity that is incum-
bent on all Muslims, we need to be mindful of the immedi-
ate tragedy that has befallen a large section of our society, 
over and above the trauma and grief that we have been ex-
periencing for so many years nows. This calls for us to be 
much more austere in our celebration. We need to show 
that we care about them on the Eid too. 

Those of us who could afford to spend should instead 
donate the amount we would otherwise spend on con-
sumables for our brethren in distress. The same goes for 
the people who spend lavishly on Eid feast. They would 
earn more Sawab and God's goodwill should they also 
contribute some amount to the people who have noth-
ing. Let this Eid further strengthen and sustain the spir-
it of community effort that has made us resilient in the 
face of the worst adversity.  

More than an occasion of joy, Eid in Kashmir is a time 
for  reflection. And of mourning too, for the thousands 
who have died  over the past thirty years.  Eid is inher-
ently also about joy and celebration but there is nothing 
routine about this joy. The festival is about spiritual re-
newal and a sense of fulfilment. In Kashmir and of course 
in other troubled spots of the world, Eid assumes a mean-
ing that runs even deeper. It is a very solemn occasion for 
individual and collective reflection and remembrance. It 
is also about our obligation towards our society. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

The Kabul Dilemma

T
he civil war in Afghanistan came home on Friday, 
with the formidable Indian photojournalist, Danish 
Siddiqui of Reuters, who was embedded with Afghan 
security forces, killed by the Taliban in Kandahar. Sid-

diqui’s tragic death has led to an outpouring of grief globally, 
but it is the latest symbol of the tragedy that is unfolding in 
Afghanistan. The Taliban remains a monstrous force, commit-
ted to a medieval form of an Islamic Emirate, but it is winning. 
The Afghan government remains determined to preserve the 
Republic, with its democratic values, but is struggling to hold 
on to power. The international community (read the United 
States and its western allies) is still holding on to the fiction of 
a peace process and political settlement, but can’t wait to flee 
after having ravaged the country for 20 years and left it without 
any sustainable and resilient institutions to defend democracy. 
And India is stuck, caught between its values and principles it 
holds dear and immediate strategic interests and imperatives.

The Taliban is officially participating in a peace process, 
but is on a military offensive. In two months, it has taken over 
one-third of the country’s districts; captured crucial border 
posts; penetrated Kandahar; and caused massive civilian suf-
fering in terms of death and displacement. Ashraf Ghani, the 
Republic’s president, in an interview with The Hindu, put up 
a brave front and said while the Taliban has won battles, the 
Republic will win the war while still pointing to the need for a 
political settlement. The US has claimed that it will not recog-
nise any forceful capture of power, but the Taliban intends to 
change the balance of power irreversibly, leaving little choice. 
The West is slowly reconciling itself to a Taliban-dominated 
regime in return for guarantees on security; China, Russia 
and even Iran seem to have cut bilateral deals with the Tali-
ban; and despite sporadic differences with the Taliban, Paki-
stan seems to be smiling all the way to Kabul.

India is in a tough spot. Delhi recognises the threat the 
Taliban poses to not just its security but modernity. But it 
has little leverage to influence the outcome. It is unhappy 
with the manner of the US exit, but can’t change that either. 
To secure its political, diplomatic and developmental invest-
ment in Afghanistan, it wants to support the Afghan govern-
ment, which is indeed putting up a fight, but also knows that 
there is little choice but to deal with the Taliban, a force that 
it so dislikes for the right reasons. Between the right side 
and winning side, India will have to strike a balance to pro-
tect its core national interests and citizens.

Hindustan Times 

K O  V I E W

Secular-Liberal Bakra
Why Animal Sacrifice on Eid-ul-Zuha 

is an Indispensable Part of Islam
Mohammad Nizamuddin Pasha 

O
f late, a new fad has caught 
the imagination of those 
around the world, Mus-
lim and non-Muslim alike, 

who are trying to re-interpret the 
animal sacrifice that marks the 
festival of Eid-ul-Zuha as an expres-
sion of charity that is more appro-
priately expressed in money terms 
in today’s day and age. In their own 
understanding, this is an attempt 
to make Islam more compatible 
with what they perceive to be the 
demands of the ‘modern’ world. Un-
fortunately, this fad proceeds on a 
mistaken understanding of both Is-
lam as well as the ‘modern’ world.

To begin with, let me straight-
away clarify that this is not an at-
tempt to argue with animal rights 
activists. If you believe that ani-
mals are not meant to be eaten and 
advocate vegetarianism, then all I 
can do is to quote the Quran where 
it says “to you be your way and 
to me be mine”. Though I will say 
this in fairness – at least your phi-
losophy is internally consistent and 
does not contradict itself. But if you 
enjoy steaks and kababs and naha-
ris all year round and save your an-
imal rights and environmental ac-
tivism for this one day of the year, 
then this article is for you. To begin 
with, I would like to inform you that 
the processed meat you buy from 
the frozen foods section of your lo-
cal supermarket was once a frisky 
lamb or a fluffy chick that had its 
throat cut open by a gutka chewing 
man in a banyaan. I just wanted you 
to know that.

A study conducted by the In-
stitute of Management Sciences, 
Peshawar in 2009 found that the 
sacrifice of animals on Eid-ul-Zu-
ha constituted a direct transfer of 
money to rural households with 
fewer intermediaries and generated 
employment for thousands of oppor-
tunistic animal rearers, livestock 
traders, butchers and leather indus-
try workers among others, who look 
to Eid for a small annual windfall.

Further, as per the numbers of 
livestock sales in Pakistan annu-
ally and during Eid for the year 2016 
quoted in a Dawn article, the total 
sales of goats and cattle around Eid 
work out to around 5% of the total 
annual sales, and given that there 
is a sharp drop in meat sales in 
the days following Eid since most 
families are well-stocked for days 
to come, the total deviation from 
normal, month on month, for the 
livestock industry is probably a lot 
less than we imagine. But these are 
matters that can be debated end-
lessly and which require a lot more 
facts and figures than are avail-
able. In any event, the arguments 
being made for dispensing with the 
ritual are more …what’s the word 
for someone who’s talking through 
their hat?…philosophical.

It is well known that animal 
sacrifice is performed on this day 
following the Abrahamic tradition 
that is common to both the Quran 
and the Old Testament where Ibra-
him (Abraham) has a vision the he 
is to sacrifice his own son. Abraham 
unquestioningly follows the com-
mand of God and takes his son to 
the place of slaughter. Just as Abra-
ham is about to slit his son’s throat, 
God speaks to him and tells him 
that he has fulfilled his vision. God 
replaces the son with a ram which 
Abraham proceeds to sacrifice. God 
is pleased with Abraham’s unques-
tioning adherence to His command 
and so bestows His blessings on 
Abraham and promises to grant 
his descendants glory and multiply 
them throughout the earth.

The first thing to understand is 
that the entire import of the story is 
about unquestioningly following the 
command of God. Abraham could 
well have argued that his son’s sac-
rifice served no purpose and there 
were many things he could sacrifice 
instead that would be far more envi-
ronment friendly and beneficial to 
the people around him. Therefore, 
coming up with alternatives of what 
else can be sacrificed instead of an 
animal is to miss the entire point of 
the Biblical and Quranic tradition.

There is no doubt that Islam pro-
vides room for contextual interpre-
tations through ijma (consensus of 
scholars) and qiyas (self-reflection 
and study) when confronted with a 
situation not contemplated in the 
Quran or authentic traditions of the 
Prophet known as hadees. But none 
of these applies where the text of the 
Quran or the hadees on the subject 
are abundantly clear and unequivo-
cal. The verses of the Quran that 
deal with Eid-ul-Zuha leave no man-

ner of doubt that God’s command 
is to sacrifice an animal, to eat its 
meat and to distribute it amongst 
those who are in need (Surah Al-
Hajj 22: 34-37). The verse which is 
misquoted in this context is verse 
22:37, which says “It is not their 
meat nor their blood (of the animal) 
that reaches God; it is your piety”. 
This is only to dispel the pre-Islam-
ic custom according to which the 
blood and meat of the sacrificed ani-
mal was brought to the Kaaba and 
placed before the idols housed in it, 
or the Jewish tradition according 
to which the sacrificial meat was 
completely burnt at the altar in the 
temple and was not consumed. It is 
to completely distort the evident 
meaning of the text to suggest that 
the idea here is to substitute animal 
sacrifice with other forms of piety, 
as the verses immediately prior to it 
describe in detail how the animal is 
to be sacrificed and divided. Hadees 
on the subject too are abundantly 
clear and the Prophet is reported in 
Sahih Bukhari, the most authentic 
source of hadees for Sunni Mus-
lims, to have said,

“The first thing to do on this day 
(Eid-ul-Zuha) is to offer the Eid prayers 
and on returning from the prayer, we 
slaughter our sacrificial animals, and 
whoever did this, he acted according to 
sunnat (Prophetic tradition)”.

In Sunan Ibn Majah, another 
collection of hadees, the Prophet is 
reported to have said

“As for the Day of Fitr, it is the 
day when you break your fast, and 
on the Day of Azha you eat the meat 
of your sacrifices.”

So this is definitely not one of 

those instances where there is any 
room for doubt or need for creative 
re-interpretation.

Which brings us to the alterna-
tives being suggested. It is being said 
that livestock was merely represen-
tative of wealth in seventh century 
Arabia, and that is why animals were 
sacrificed on this day, and money as 
the new form of wealth may be given 
in charity as a modern-day replace-
ment of the offering. As a recent arti-
cle in The Wire put it, “Real sacrifice 
requires us to give up some of what is 
dear to us. Today, the most cherished 
possession is money”. Again, this 
proceeds on a completely mistaken 
understanding of Arabian society at 
the time of the Prophet.

Mecca, where Islam was born, 
thrived in the pre-Islamic period as 
an important pilgrimage centre that 
trade caravans from far and wide 
altered their routes to visit to pay 
homage and obtain blessings. The 
Kaaba, said to have been built by 
Abraham at a spot ordained by God 
and having embedded in it a stone 
that had descended from heaven, 
was a pantheon of gods containing 
idols of the followers of many faiths 
and was consequently holy to all of 
them. The economy of the city was 
centred around trade with these 
caravans and the tribute that the 
faithful brought to the site. While 
rearing of animals, particularly 
camels, was important to the lives 
of people, it was far from a universal 
occupation. So, while it is true that 
livestock was a far more important 
asset in those days than it is today, it 
was by no means what the wealth of 
a person was calculated in. This was 
not the age of the barter system and 
money, represented by the dinar and 
dirham, was very much in vogue. 
Monetary transactions are, in fact, 
discussed in several Prophetic tradi-
tions. Trade with foreign caravans 
was in terms of silver and gold, the 

universal currency.
In fact, the tradition of sacrifice 

on Eid itself clearly does not presup-
pose that every person would own 
livestock, as is evident from the fact 
that one of the conditions of sacrifice 
is that one person may sacrifice a 
goat or sheep whereas seven people 
may get together and sacrifice a 
larger animal like a camel, buffalo or 
cow. If every person was merely sac-
rificing a part of their own livestock, 
there would be no question of seven 
people obtaining shares in one ani-
mal to perform a joint sacrifice.

Secondly, and more important-
ly, Islam has an entire system of 
charity in money terms known as 
zakaat, which is one of the five fun-
damental tenets of Islam. Each year, 
every person who has money or as-
sets that are unused for an entire 
year has to give 2.5% of their value 
in charity. This form of compulsory 
charity is both denominated in mon-
ey terms and distributed as such. 
And zakaat is just one form of char-
ity in Islam. There are many more 
such as sadaqa which are not bound 
by any percentage and depend on the 
inclination of the giver. Just the first 
2.5% is zakaat, and for that too, the 
Sufi saint revered by Indian Mus-
lims and Sikhs alike, Baba Faridud-
din Ganjshakar has said – there are 
several kinds of zakaat. Zakaat-e-
shariyat is those who spend 2.5% 
and keep 97.5%. Nobody is generous 
for giving zakaat-e-shariyat. That is 
your religious duty and is bound by 
religious precepts. Spending more 
than 2.5% is generosity, till zakaat-e-
tariqat is when you spend 97.5% and 
keep 2.5% for yourself. And finally, 

zakaat-e-haqiqat is those who spend 
all they have for others and have 
faith that Allah will look after their 
own needs tomorrow. There is also 
a hadees reported by Sahih Bukhari 
where the Prophet is reported to 
have said “do not withhold your 
money by counting and hoarding; 
spend towards charity as much as 
you can afford”.

Whether you call it zakaat-e-
tariqat or sadaqa, all of these are 
Islamic principles that advocate 
giving up more of your wealth than 
is mandated towards charity in the 
hope of pleasing your maker. In 
fact, even on Eid-ul-Fitr, the other 
major annual feast for Muslims 
worldwide, every Muslim who has 
wealth in excess of his or her day’s 
need is required to give zakaat-al-
fitr, which is 2 or 3 kg of the staple 
food-grain of the area or its money 
equivalent given for every man, 
woman and child in the household. 
This charity has to be given before 
the Eid prayer so that the poor too 
can enjoy Eid.

So those who feel they have come 
up with a brilliant new idea not con-
templated in Islam of giving money 
in charity need to first study and un-
derstand Islam before they speak. It 
is abundantly clear that the precept 
of sacrificing an animal in the Abra-
hamic tradition exists independently 
of all other forms of charity that are 
dealt with at length separately, and 
cannot be substituted by them.

In fact, the entire set of prac-
tices around the Hajj, which Eid-ul-
Zuha celebrates, are a re-enactment 
of Abrahamic traditions. Whether 
it is circumambulation of the Kaaba 
that Ibrahim constructed, offer-
ing namaaz at the spot where he 
prayed after completing the con-
struction, throwing pebbles at the 
spot where he chased away Satan 
by throwing stones at him, or sa’ee, 
which involves running between 

two hills, Safa and Marwa seven 
times in honour of the seven times 
Ibrahim’s wife, Hajra, ran up and 
down the hills looking for water for 
her crying son Ismail after Ibrahim 
left them in the valley upon God’s 
command. Today, Safa and Marwa 
are housed within a large build-
ing that has been constructed over 
them with marble floors, air condi-
tioning and water dispensers every 
few yards. Slaughtering an animal 
is just the last in this series of Abra-
hamic traditions around Hajj. If you 
wish to question traditions for con-
temporary relevance, you may as 
well question them all. And if you 
start questioning each of the tradi-
tions of Hajj as mindless emulations 
of a bygone era, then to you be your 
way and to me be mine.

And this issue is all the more 
important because it is much larger 
than just slaughtering an animal. The 
outcome of vilification of the Islamic 
faith in popular discourse has re-
duced educated Muslims to apologists 
trying to distance themselves from 
their religious practices or attempt-
ing to portray them in a “modern” 
light in the hope that critics of the 
faith will be more forgiving of them. 
The need of the hour is for Muslims 
to take pride in the precepts of their 
faith, to first study and understand 
Islam and then see for themselves 
what religious practices are about, 
how much room there is for interpre-
tation, whether there is actually any 
need to ‘modernize’ and how much 
controversy is created by ignorance 
and deliberate misinformation.

No resurrection of a belea-
guered community is possible 

until they begin to take pride in 
the identity that is under fire and 
embrace it. Until you take pride in 
who you are, you cannot command 
the respect of others. The Jews re-
mained a scattered persecuted lot 
while they were trying to be invis-
ible. The Sikhs could emerge from 
the vilification they faced in public 
discourse during the heyday of the 
Khalistan movement only because 
of the pride they take in their Sikh 
identity. Today, the Muslim iden-
tity is under attack more than ever 
before. A lot of Muslims who have 
been through the western education 
system react by expending their ef-
forts in trying to become invisible 
and effacing whatever makes them 
stick out. Unfortunately, it seems to 
take very little for us to start believ-
ing that we have risen above our 
shariyat and are living in times that 
God did not contemplate when re-
vealing the last verse of the Quran 
“This day I have perfected your reli-
gion for you”.

Everyone begins by trying to 
improve upon religion without first 
understanding it. There is no doubt 
there are certain practices and inter-
pretations that have crept into Islam 
that need to be reformed out. But 
one can never reform that which one 
does not understand. And if you try, 
you will merely succeed in distanc-
ing yourself from adherents of the 
faith and will not have their ear even 
when you are saying something that 
is actually relevant.

Views expressed in the article are the 
author's own and do not necessarily 

represent the editorial stance of 
Kashmir Observer 

The article was originally published 
by Occupy Jannat and The Wire. 

It is being reproduced here with 
permission from the author. 

Those who feel they have come up with a brilliant new idea not contemplated in Islam 
of giving money in charity need to first study and understand Islam before they speak. It is abundantly 

clear that the precept of sacrificing an animal in the Abrahamic tradition exists independently of all other 
forms of charity that are dealt with at length separately, and cannot be substituted by them
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W
hen I first heard the story of Prophet 
Ibrahim’s reverence and devotion to-
wards Allah SWT as a child, I was not 
only in awe but also in a conflicted 

state. Could I ever have the same amount of de-
votion and unwavering faith? Over the years, as 
I crossed my teenage years I have come to realize 
the personal and subjective importance of Eid Al 
Adha. This is one of those auspicious days where 
I as a Muslim can show my devotion towards Al-
lah SWT. The sacrifice of a goat is not only to enjoy 
the meat that Allah SWT has blessed us with, but it 
is to let go and seek forgiveness of the sins I have 
committed. It is me sacrificing my anger, jealousy 
and distrust to forge a path of devotion and love. 
It is also a time that reminds me of the beauty and 
importance of a family. That one meal served with 
the kurbaani meat, shared by the entire family, on 
the dining table is enough to let go of all our rifts 
and arguments. This festival not only reminds me 
about the beauty of Islam but the sacrifice I offer 
also instills in me my faith that makes me go back 
to my younger self, telling her ‘It is going to be al-
right’”

Neha Sheikh 

“As the Muslim world is gearing up to celebrate 
Eid-Al-Adha and preparing to offer animal sacrific-
es on this day, it is important to understand the es-
sence of sacrifice. I think that the act of sacrificing 
establishes a connection between today’s Muslims 
and those who have lived before us. It is a continu-
ation of the act started by Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.), 
as all Muslims, who came after Prophet Ibrahim 

(A.S.) perform (ed) the act to remember his legacy. 
Moreover, the act embodies the message that for 
any Muslim, submission to Allah (SA.W.) is impor-
tant. If the act of sacrificing is taken as a reference, 
a Muslim should be able to understand that (s)he 
is expectedto sacrifice his/her desires/precious 
things so that the will of Allah (S.A.W) prevails. 
Finally, the act serves as a means of sharing and 
socializing, as Muslims distribute sacrificial ani-
mals among the needy people, relatives, and neigh-
bours”

Suhail Rumi 

“Sacrifice for me is : something that is impor-
tant and valuable for you but you give up and offer 
that to Allah just for His happiness. From Muslim 
perspective, the motive of sacrificing is offering 
something to Allah that is dear to man.For me it 
also means submission to the will of God,as re-
vealed in Quran”

Falak Naz 

“As a Muslim, sacrifice to start with means re-
membering the instance when Hazrat Ibrahim, for 
the love of Allah and to obey His command went 
on to sacrifice his son without any questions. This 
leads us to believe the power of one's faith in their 
Lord. Secondly, it enables and inspires us to value 
the afterworld more than our worldly material pos-
sessions, be it our wealth, our children or anything 
that's dear to us. We have to sacrifice our desires 
and wishes (no matter how much they mean to us) 
for the sake of our Lord. Lastly, it's a practical ex-
perience of what Hazrat Ibrahim must have gone 

through when he went on to sacrifice his dearest 
son. We buy animals, take care of them, develop a 
bond with them and at the end, sacrifice them to 
fulfill the orders of Lord Almighty” 

Zabirah Fazili

“To me, it means cultivating the spirit of sur-
render. To be a Muslim means to surrender to Al-
lah's will in all  tribulations and tests He puts you 
to and sacrifice one of the many but major pathway 
to attain that submission. It should detach us from 
the lure of this world because nothing here belongs 
to us. We ourselves don't belong to us. We belong to 
him. Sacrifice reminds us that”

Ayman Ayoub

“I believe that the purpose of sacrifice is to give 
up what we cherish the most but unfortunately 
we witness that this festival becomes a contest, 
where most people become more haughty and 
claim moral superiority by engaging in extrava-
gance.We forget that  gloating over our purchase of 
the biggest animal doesn’t elevate us in the moral 
hierarchy,rather it defies the whole purpose of sac-
rifice.We should lay more emphasis on the essence 
of sacrifice which is to give up what we value the 
most”

Dania Sheikh

“In the current times of systemic identity crisis 
Muslims are faced with, the message of the event of 
sacrifice on Eid al Adha is ever so important  to us. 
To me it signifies the highest of beliefs I hold as a 
Muslim: Ultimate submission to the Will of Allah. 
To keep going in hard times holding onto the wis-
dom of Allah with sabr and tawwakal”

Sadaf Masoodi 

“Sacrifice means a submission to the divine 
will and an assertion of one's compliance to it. 
Besides, it is also a practise to perform a commu-
nal identity - to recognise one identifies with this 
group or Community” 

Huzaifa Pandit

A Sacrifice for 

Celebration

Eid ul Azha Mubarak! 

Editor’s Note: 

M
odern world is a world of individual 
growth. Every aspect of a human 
being’s life is considered of value 
if it is able to “progress”. This is 

an offshoot of history’s shift to a world or-
der where profit is king. This paradigm shift 
has been bolstered over the years through 
discourses that supplement this idea. For 
instance, the stories that show the journey 
of an individual from “rags to riches”. Such 
ideas of individual growth and profit obscure 
the many obstacles that people coming from 
different socio-economic conditions face in 
their journey. It disguises privilege as “merit” 
and profit as growth. 

In such a machiavellian schema, the idea 
of sacrifice is revolutionary. It decenters a 
human being from their position of self-
interest to a position of submission. In the 
modern world which worships rationality as 
universal, our observance of “faith” in Allah’s 
commandment radically subverts the hege-
mony of rationality and acknowledges the 
supremacy of divine wisdom. 

Sacrifice is beyond “ifs” and “buts”. It is an 
unflinching and unsweavering declaration of 
your faith and submission to Allah swt. 

Kashmir Observer got in touch with some 
of our readers. Following are their responses 
to our question “As a muslim, what does sac-
rifice mean to you?” 

Could I ever have the 
same amount of devotion 
and unwavering faith? Over 
the years, as I crossed my 
teenage years I have come 
to realize the personal and 
subjective importance of 
Eid Al Adha. This is one of 
those auspicious days where 
I as a Muslim can show my 
devotion towards Allah SWT. 
The sacrifice of a goat is not 
only to enjoy the meat that 
Allah SWT has blessed us 
with, but it is to let go and 
seek forgiveness of the sins I 
have committed 

“
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Why sleeping with a fan on in this hot 
weather is actually a terrible idea
Greg Evans | Independent

I
ncase you hadn't noticed, it's 
really, really hot outside.

And unless you are a sloth, 
trying to get to sleep in this 

weather is very difficult.
Either you sacrifice your duvet, 

sleep next to a window or have a fan 
constantly running throughout the 
night to avoid waking up in a pool 
of sweat.

However, the latter of those op-
tions would appear to not be that 
beneficial to your health, for a vari-
ety of reasons.

Sleep expert Mark Reddick, of 
Sleep Advisor believes that there 
are both advantages and disadvan-
tages to sleeping with a fan.

The benefits include a con-
trolled room temperature, constant 
air circulation and the sound of 
white noise, which does help some 
people sleep.

However, the cons seemingly 
outweigh the pros.

One of the biggest downsides to 
a fan is there is a tendency to pro-
voke allergic reactions due to the 
amount of dust and pollen they can 
blast into your sinuses.

Those that suffer from allergies, 
asthma and hay fever could find 
themselves having trouble with 
these ailments during the night.

Reddick adds:
Also, take a close look at your fan. 

If it’s been collecting dust on the blades, 
those particles are flying through the 
air every time you turn it on.

The dry air that fans produce 
may also cause problems. This 

may cause your skin and throat to 
dry out and also cause irritation to 
your eyes, especially if you wear 
contact lenses.

Nasal passages and sinuses 
could also be affected by the dry air 
which may lead to mucus and head-
aches.

The constant stream of air also 
has a tendency to dry out your na-
sal passages, which could affect 
your sinuses.

If the dryness is particularly 
extreme, it can result in your body 
producing excess mucous to try to 
compensate.

Then, you’re more susceptible 
to blockage, stuffiness, and sinus 
headaches.

You may also find that you are 
waking him with cramp and tense 
muscles because of the cool concen-
trated air.

This obviously isn't very good 
news for anyone hoping to get a 
good nights sleep in 30C+ heat.

That being said there are ways 
to make sure that you do stay cool 
at night without the assistance of a 
fan.
These include:

Keeping a bedroom shaded 
throughout the day.

Drinking cold water and avoid-
ing alcohol and caffeine.

Sleeping on cotton sheets.
Taking a cold shower and wear-

ing loose clothing.
If you do want to use a fan Red-

dick came up with a unique solu-
tion that would turn a fan into a 
makeshift air conditioning unit.

It involves freezing four to six 
bottles of saltwater. Then when you 
are ready for bed, place the bottles 
on a tray in front of the fan, then a 
cool breeze will blow over you.

Reddick also suggests that you 
invest in a fan that rotates rather 
than one that blows directly on to 
you or even setting a fan to a timer 
so it isn't going all night.

How arrival of land plants affected 
Earth’s climate control system

Agencies

R
esearchers at UCL and Yale suggest 
that the arrival of plants on the land 
about 400 million years ago might 
have changed the way the Earth 

naturally regulates its own climate.
These findings were published in the 

journal 'Nature'. The carbon cycle, the pro-
cess through which carbon moves between 
rocks, oceans, living organisms and the at-
mosphere, acts as Earth's natural thermo-
stat, regulating its temperature over long 
time periods.

Researchers looked at samples from 
rocks spanning the last three billion years 
and found evidence of a dramatic change in 
how this cycle functioned about 400 million 
years ago when plants started to colonise 
the land.

Specifically, the researchers noted a 
change in the chemistry of seawater record-
ed in the rock that indicates a major shift in 
the global formation of clay - the "clay min-
eral factory" - from the oceans to the land.

Since clay forming in the ocean (reverse 
weathering) leads to carbon dioxide being 
released into the atmosphere, while clay on 
land is a by-product of chemical weathering 
that removes carbon dioxide from the air, 
this reduced the amount of carbon in the 

atmosphere, leading to a cooler planet and 
a seesawing climate, with alternating ice 
ages and warmer periods.

The researchers suggested the switch 
was caused by the spread of land plants 
keeping soils and clays on land, stopping 
carbon from being washed into the ocean, 
and by the growth in marine life using sili-
con for their skeletons and cell walls, such 
as sponges, single-celled algae and radiolar-
ians (a group of protozoa), leading to a drop 
in silicon in the seawater required for clay 
formation.

Senior author Dr Philip Pogge von 
Strandmann (UCL Earth Sciences) said: 
"Our study suggests that the carbon cycle 
operated in a fundamentally different way 
for most of Earth's history compared to the 
present day."

"The shift, which occurred gradually 
between 400 to 500 million years ago, ap-
pears to be linked to two major biological 
innovations at the time: the spread of plants 
on land and the growth of marine organ-
isms that extract silicon from water to cre-
ate their skeletons and cells walls."

"Before this change, atmospheric car-
bon dioxide remained high, leading to a sta-
ble, greenhouse climate. Since then, our cli-
mate has bounced back and forth between 
ice ages and warmer periods. This kind of 

change promotes evolution and during this 
period the evolution of complex life acceler-
ated, with land-based animals forming for 
the first time."

"A less carbon-rich atmosphere is also 
more sensitive to change, allowing hu-
mans to influence the climate more easily 
through the burning of fossil fuels."

First author Boriana Kalderon-Asael, 
a PhD student at Yale University, said: "By 
measuring lithium isotopes in rocks span-
ning most of Earth's history, we aimed to 
investigate if anything had changed in the 

functioning of the carbon cycle over a large 
time scale. We found that it had, and this 
change appears to be linked to the growth of 
plant life on land and silicon-using animal 
life in the sea."

In the study, researchers measured lith-
ium isotopes in 600 samples of rock taken 
from many different locations around the 
world. Lithium has two naturally occurring 
stable isotopes - one with three protons and 
three neutrons, and one with three protons 
and four neutrons.

When clay forms slowly on land, it 

strongly favours lithium-6, leaving sur-
rounding water enriched with the other, 
heavier isotope, lithium-7. Analysing their 
samples using mass spectrometry, the 
researchers found a rise in the levels of 
lithium isotope-7 in seawater recorded in 
the rock occurring between 400 and 500 mil-
lion years ago, suggesting a major shift in 
Earth's clay production coinciding with the 
spread of plants on land and emergence of 
silicon-using marine life.

Clay forms on land as a residue of chem-
ical weathering, the primary long-term 
process through which carbon dioxide is 
removed from the atmosphere.

This occurs when atmospheric carbon 
combines with water to form a weak acid, 
carbonic acid, which falls to the ground 
as rain and dissolves rocks, releasing ions 
including calcium ions that flow into the 
ocean. Eventually, the carbon is locked up 
in rocks on the ocean floor.

In contrast, carbon drawdown by plant 
photosynthesis is negated once the plant's de-
cay, and rarely affects carbon dioxide levels on 
timescales longer than a few hundred years.

When clay forms in the ocean, carbon 
stays in the water and is eventually re-
leased into the air as part of the continual 
exchange of carbon that occurs when air 
meets water.
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1000 Mini Sheep Farms, Poultry 
Farms And Milk Processing Units 
In Tribal Areas On Anvil:Govt
KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: The government has 
invited tribal youth for various 
skill development courses and self-
employment projects in livestock 
husbandry and food processing 
sector with an aim to make Jammu 
and Kashmir self-sufficient in milk, 
meat and wool production besides 
providing employment avenues in 
remote villages.

The Tribal Affairs department 
in convergence with Farm depart-
ments will provide financial sup-
port to tribal youth for skilling, en-
trepreneurship and employment. 
The Tribal Youth Skill and Employ-
ment Scheme in Livestock Sector 
envisages a Rs 15 crore plan to be 
rolled out covering skill develop-
ment including up skilling, estab-
lishment of income generating 
units, sheep units, establishment 
of milk chilling plants, milk prod-
uct management, food processing 
units, collection infrastructure, 
milk ATMs, distribution network, 
wool processing and other profit-
able enterprises.

Secretary, Tribal Affairs depart-
ment, Dr Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, 
informed this in a meeting held 
with Director, Tribal Affairs, Direc-
tors Animal Husbandry, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Directors, Sheep 
Husbandry Department, Jammu 
and Kashmir besides Chief Animal 
Husbandry Officers, District Sheep 
Husbandry Officers and others. He 
called for formulating plans for dis-
trict skill and self-employment for 
providing support to tribal youth in 
livestock sector.

It was informed that a target of 
10,000 youth for skill development 
for both the departments included 
500 youth to be selected in each 

sector specific to livestock hus-
bandry and livestock product man-
agement. The skill development 
courses will include both offered 
by departments and also universi-
ties, skill development institutions 
and academies. The skilled youth 
will be provided financial assis-
tance for setting up of enterprises 
in the specific sectors.

The Tribal Affairs department has 
also sought proposals for establish-
ment of 1000 mini Sheep Farms in 
all the districts of the UT for which 
an amount of Rs 10 crore will be 
extended by the government. Like-
wise, Animal Husbandry depart-
ment has also proposed setting up 
of mini dairy farms. Apart from this, 
departments have also been asked to 
screen and select 3500 youth from 
the tribal population to provide as-
sistance for entrepreneurship.

The mini sheep farms are being 
set up on a cascading mechanism 
which envisages return of animals 
in a phased manner after three 
years upto a succeeding five years 
time and thereby setting further 
equal number of sheep farms every 
year. The department is targeting to 

establish 12,000 mini sheep farms 
in next 5 years both with central 
funding and recycle scheme.

Further, the departments have 
been asked for initiating work on 
milk villages in such areas having 
huge potential of milk produc-
tion under which such locations 
would get machinery and equip-
ments along with market linkages. 
Likewise, establishment of poultry 
farms and milk processing units 
will be initiated in proposed areas.

Secretary has asked the depart-
ments to issue notification inviting 
applications for various schemes 
and select the beneficiaries through 
draw of lots. He said that a special 
scheme has been earmarked for no-
madic families for which selection 
will be made from the database 
generated in ongoing survey being 
conducted at highland pastures.

Pertinently, the Chief Animal 
Husbandry Officers and District 
Sheep Husbandry Officers are 
working in convergence with Tribal 
Affairs Department for 5 years per-
spective plan of skilling, generating 
employment and increasing meat 
and milk production.

HDFC Bank launches Covid 
Crisis Support Scholarship
Agenceis

Mumbai: HDFC Bank today an-
nounced the launch of Covid 
Crisis Support Scholarship for 
students who have been im-
pacted by Covid19. The scholar-
ship is part of Parivartan, HDFC 
Bank’s umbrella for its social 
responsibility.

The scholarship program is 
meant for school students as 
well as those pursuing UG, PG 
and diploma courses. Under 
this scholarship scheme, stu-
dents will be provided with a 
one-time financial assistance 
ranging from Rs 15,000 to Rs 
75,000. The program is avail-
able to students who have 
lost either or both of their 

parent(s) and earning family 
member(s) have lost their em-
ployment (or livelihood) dur-
ing the pandemic.

The bank has created a corpus 
of Rs 9 crore for the Parivartan 
Covid Crisis Support Scholar-
ship. The Parivartan Covid Crisis 
Support Scholarship will help 
around 3,200 students from 
class 1 to 12 covering around 
1,800 students and college (di-
ploma, graduation & PG courses) 
covering around 1,400 students.

Ms. Ashima Bhat, Group Head 
- Business Finance and Strategy, 
Administration, and Infrastruc-
ture said, “Students are the 
future of our nation, and their 
education is important. During 
this time of crisis, we believe in 

supporting talented young indi-
viduals who are going through 
hardships due to the pandemic 
and are at risk of dropping out 
from schools or colleges.”

Students whose annual fam-
ily income is less than Rs 6 lakh 
per annum, and are pursuing 
studies in Indian boards and 
universities, would be eligible to 
apply. This crisis support schol-
arship is especially for those 
students who are on the verge 
of dropping out due to financial 
constraints due to the pandemic.

This is the second scholarship 
programme run by the bank. 
HDFC Bank also has a flagship 
program Educational Crisis Sup-
port Scholarship (ECSS), which it 
runs annually.

Small Commercial Vehicles 
Distributed Among 
Beneficiaries In Five Districts

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: To uplift, mentor and 
provide sustainable livelihood to 
the youth of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the UT administration has 
launched youth livelihood pro-
gramme ‘Mumkin’ under Mission 
Youth in transport sector, in part-
nership with Ashok Leyland.

Mission Youth of J&K govern-
ment is working with its vision 
and strategy for engaging and 
channelising the youth of J&K 
through systematic Livelihood 
Generation programmes.

Under the ‘Mumkin’ scheme, 
small commercial vehicles are 
being provided to the youth with 
reasonable subsidies both from 
the manufacturer and the govern-
ment, enabling them to earn a de-
cent livelihood.

At Baramulla: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Baramulla, Bhu-
pinder Kumar in presence of SSP 
Baramulla Rayees Mohammad Bhat 
today distributed highly subsidized 
small commercial vehicles among 
28 young beneficiaries of the district.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DC complimented the beneficiaries 
and emphasized upon them to work 
with zeal and dedication in their 
respective areas. He added that pro-
viding sustainable livelihood oppor-
tunities to our unemployed youth is 
our top most priority for which vari-
ous initiatives are being taken.

He also urged upon the youth to 
come forward and avail the ben-
efits of several welfare schemes 
that can reach to them.

While giving further informa-
tion about the programme, the DC 
said that Banking Partner shall ex-
tend loan facility to the extent of 
100 percent of the On-road Price 
of the vehicle to be purchased.

He added that Mission Youth 
shall provide 10 percent of on-road 
price of the vehicle (whichever is 
lesser) as upfront subsidy. The Ve-
hicle manufacturer (Scheme Part-
ner of Govt.) shall also provide an 
upfront special discount, not less 
than the amount of subsidy.

At Anantnag: The District De-
velopment Commissioner (DDC) 
Anantnag, Dr. Piyush Singla today 
handed over four Small Commer-
cial Vehicles to the beneficiaries 
of the district under Customised 
Livelihood Generation Scheme, 
Mumkin, during a vehicle distri-
bution ceremony held at Dak Bun-
galow Khanabal, here.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DDC said that the youth should 

come forward and avail the ben-
efits of self-employment schemes 
like ‘Mumkin’ which have been 
designed specially for their sus-
tainable livelihood. He informed 
that Government has rolled out 
multiple self-employment gener-
ation schemes and administration 
will handhold youth who are de-
sirous to establish their own units.

At Shopian: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, Sachin 
Kumar Vaishya today distributed 
subsidized small commercial ve-
hicles among two young benefi-
ciaries of the district in presence 
of ADC, CPO, AO, District Lead 
Bank Officer Shopian, Represen-
tative of  Leyland and other con-
cerned officers and officials at 
mini secretariat Arhama, here.

On the occasion, the DC said 
that the District Administration in 
partnership with Ashok Leyland 
has moved towards achieving the 
vision of the prime minister to 
provide a sustainable livelihood 
scheme for the transport sector.

At Kulgam: The Additional Dis-
trict Development Commissioner 
(ADDC) Kulgam, Riyaz Ahmad Sofi  
and Additional Deputy Commission-
er (ADC) Showkat Ahmad Rather 
today handed over small commer-
cial vehicles to  14 beneficiaries of 
the district under ‘Mumkin’ scheme 
during a distribution ceremony held 
here within the premises of Employ-
ment Exchange Kulgam.

Addressing the youth, ADDC 
said that the unemployed youth 
need to come forward and avail the 
benefits of the schemes like Mum-
kin that are specially designed for 
their sustainable livelihood.

Speaking on the occasion, ADC 
impressed upon the fact that the 
youth need to establish their own 
livelihood units  instead of waiting 
for Government jobs.

At Bandipora: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, Dr 
Owais Ahmad on Tuesday handed 
over commercial vehicles to the 
beneficiaries under ‘Customized 
Livelihood Generation Scheme- 
Mumkin- New Possibilities’.

The candidates were earlier 
approved for the scheme by the 
District Level Implementation 
Committee headed by the Deputy 
Commissioner. The selected can-
didates received the vehicles in a 
function organized at Mini-Secre-
tariat Bandipora. The vehicles in-
cluded Ashok Leyland Dost having 
an on road price of Rs 7.76 Lac ap-
proximately and Mahindra Bolero  
Max Truck costing about  7.88 lac.

International Ratings 
Agency Moody's Sounds 
Alarm On Sri Lankan Debt

Agenceis

COLOMBO: International ratings 
agency Moody's placed cash-
strapped Sri Lanka under watch 
for a downgrade Tuesday on ris-
ing fears that the island could de-
fault on its foreign debt.

Foreign reserves of $3.6 billion 
at the end of June was insufficient 
to cover Sri Lanka's annual foreign 
debt servicing -- of $4 billion to 
$5 billion -- over the next four 
to five years, Moody's said.It said 
Colombo's financing options were 
limited although it managed to 
obtain some bilateral loans.

Colombo has announced a 
$250 million loan from Bangla-
desh, a fellow South Asian coun-
try with a much lower per capita 
income than Sri Lanka.

"The decision to place the rat-
ings under review for downgrade 
is driven by Moody's assessment 
that Sri Lanka's increasingly 
fragile external liquidity posi-
tion raises the risk of default," 
Moody's said.

In September, Moody's down-
graded Sri Lanka's sovereign cred-
it rating by two notches to "Caa1" 
(high credit risk), saying Colombo 
would struggle to secure funding 
to service its large debt.

In a desperate bid to save 
foreign exchange, Sri Lanka has 
banned luxury imports, includ-
ing some food and spices, since 
March last year.

"Moody's expects Sri Lanka's 
foreign exchange reserves to con-
tinue declining from already low 
levels, further eroding its ability 
to meet sizeable and recurring 
external debt servicing needs," 
the agency said.

Sri Lanka's finance ministry reacted 
angrily to Moody's latest announce-
ment saying it was "unwarranted", 
and warned it could reconsider em-
ploying the ratings agency.

"The unwarranted announce-
ment by Moody's... re-emphasis-
es the need for the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment to revisit its relationship 
with rating agencies," the finance 
ministry said in a statement.

Sri Lanka's central bank gov-
ernor WD Lakshman said last 
month that the country would 
meet its debt obligations.

The economy shrank a record 
3.6 percent last year on the back 
of lockdowns sparked by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. However, the 
central bank expects growth of 4-5 
percent this year with the gradual 
reopening of the economy and the 
roll-out of a vaccine programme.

US Democrats To Introduce Bill 
To Impose Tax On Imports From 
Countries Without Climate Laws
Agenceis

WASHINGTON: Two influen-
tial Democratic lawmakers are 
proposing to introduce bicam-
eral legislation to impose a tax 
on imports from countries like 
China and many others who are 
not taking significant steps to ad-
dress the challenge posed by cli-
mate change.

The FAIR Transition and Com-
petition Act of 2021, which is 
also sponsored by Senator Chris 
Coons and Congressman Scott 
Peters, proposes to establish a 
border carbon adjustment (BCA) 
on polluting imports.

It will establish a border carbon 
adjustment on carbon-intensive 
imports to account for the cost in-
curred by US businesses to com-
ply with laws and regulations lim-
iting greenhouse gas emissions.

The two lawmakers said the bor-
der carbon adjustment will raise 
billions of dollars to support com-
munities as they adapt to increas-
ingly severe weather events and 
invest in new technologies to elimi-
nate greenhouse gas emissions.

According to the bill, the list of 
goods covered by the tariff will 
expand as the United States im-
proves processes for determining 
the carbon intensity of different 
types of goods.

"The FAIR Transition and Com-
petition Act will facilitate a race 
to the top among US companies 
to produce the next generation of 
clean energy and technology. The 
move would ensure we remain 
a key player in international co-
operation on climate action and 
show the world that the US is 
fully committed to addressing 
the climate crisis at home and 
abroad," Peters said.

International cooperation will 
be critical to reaching net-zero 
emissions, said Coons.

"We have a historic opportu-
nity to demonstrate that climate 
policy goes hand in hand with 
providing economic opportuni-
ties as US innovators develop and 
scale clean energy technologies. 
The FAIR Transition and Competi-
tion Act will complement our ef-
forts to reduce emissions at home, 
ensure the United States is at the 
table for reframing trade around 
climate, and provide resources 
to support vulnerable communi-
ties and energy innovation as we 
build back better," he said.

The bill also maintains a flex-
ible approach to evolve the policy 
to achieve climate goals and sup-
port US workers.

Recognising the costs incurred 
by US companies in producing 
cleaner products due to emis-
sions-related laws and regula-
tions, it accounts for those costs 
by levying a fee on imports in 
carbon-intensive, trade-exposed 
sectors and support international 
climate cooperation and the re-
framing of trade around climate.

The bill proposes to levy a fee 
on imported pollution to address 
carbon leakage that undermines 
urgent climate action.

The import fee will be based 
on the domestic environmental 
cost incurred and will initially 
cover goods that are both carbon-
intensive and exposed to trade 
competition, including alumi-
num, cement, iron, steel, natural 
gas, petroleum, and coal.

China emits more greenhouse 
gas than the entire developed 
world combined, according to a re-
port compiled by Rhodium Group.

The report said China emitted 
27 per cent of the world's green-
house gases in 2019.

The US was the second-largest 
emitter at 11 per cent while India 
was third with 6.6 per cent of 
emissions, the think tank said.

Individuals Can Now 
Update Mobile Numbers On 
Aadhaar At Their Doorstep
Agencies

NEW DELHI: Individuals can now 
update mobile numbers on their 
Aadhaar cards at their doorstep 
with the help of a postman.

India Post Payments Bank and 
Unique Identification Authority of 
India under an arrangement will 
allow postmen to update mobile 
numbers of Aadhaar cardholders.

The service will be available 
through a network of 650 India 
Post Payments Bank, 1.46 lakh 
postmen and Gramin Dak Sevaks 
(GDS).

"The mobile update service of 

UIDAI through the ubiquitous and 
accessible network of post offices, 
postmen and GDS will help in ac-
tualising IPPB's vision of serving 
the underserved and unbanked 
areas, and bridging the digital 
divide," IPPB Managing Director 
and CEO J Venkatramu said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

At present, IPPB is only provid-
ing mobile update service and 
will very soon also enable child 
enrolment service through its 
network.

As on March 31, 2021, UIDAI 
has issued 128.99 crore Aadhaar 
numbers to residents of India.

Adani Companies Under 
SEBI, DRI probe: Minister 
Informs Lok Sabha
Agenceis

P
ankaj Chaudhary, minister of 
state for finance, on Monday 
informed Parliament that  the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) and the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) are 
probing Adani Group companies for 
non-compliance to rules. However, 
it was not clear when the investiga-
tion was launched by the regulators.

"SEBI is investigating some Ada-
ni Group companies with regard to 
compliance with SEBI Regulations. 
Further, the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) is investigating 
certain entities belonging to the 
Adani Group," Chaudhary stated 
in Lok Sabha on the first day of the 
monsoon session.

The stocks of Adani Group com-
panies have been on a downward 
spiral ever since a report by The Eco-
nomic Times said that the National 
Securities Depository Ltd (NSDL), 
India's securities depository, has 
frozen the accounts of three foreign 
funds—Albula Investment Fund, 
Cresta Fund and APMS Investment 
Fund—which together own over Rs 
43,500 crore worth of shares in four 
Adani Group companies. As a result, 
the funds would not be able to sell 
any of the existing securities nor 
buy any new securities.

The report said, citing an of-
ficial, that the NSDL's move could 
be because of insufficient disclo-
sure of information regarding ben-
eficial ownership as per the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA). Typically, the accounts 
are frozen if the clients do not take 

any action despite being notified.
Following the report, shares of 

Adani Group companies plum-
meted from as high as a 1000 per 
cent rise gained in over a year. 
After the explosive report on June 
14, the shares of six Adani com-
panies have fallen between 12.9-
44.9 per cent.

“We have always been trans-
parent with all our regulators and 
have full faith in them. While we 
have always been fully compliant 
with applicable SEBI regulations, 
we have made full disclosure to 
SEBI on specific information re-
quests from them in the past. 
However, we have not received 
any communication or informa-
tion requests recently. With re-
gard to DRI matter, it issued a 
show cause notice to Adani Power, 
about 5 years back. Subsequently, 
DRI passed an order in favour of 
Adani Power confirming that there 
is no over-valuation of equipment. 
The department has approached 
the Tribunal and the matter stands 
sub judice now," the company said 
in a statement.

YouTube To Acquire Indian Video 
E-Commerce Platform Simsim

Agenceis

YouTube on Tuesday said it 
will acquire Indian video e-
commerce platform Simsim, 

as part of its efforts to help small 
businesses and retailers in India 
reach new customers. "...We are 
taking another step to help view-
ers discover and buy products from 
local businesses: we have signed 
a definitive agreement to acquire 
Simsim and expect to complete the 
transaction in the coming weeks," 
Google said in a blogpost.

The company, however, did not 
disclose the financial details of the 
transaction. There will be no im-
mediate changes to Simsim and 
the app will continue operating 
independently, it added. YouTube is 
working on ways to showcase Sim-
sim offers to YouTube viewers.

In a joint statement, Simsim co-
founders Amit Bagaria, Kunal Suri 
and Saurabh Vashishtha said the 

platform was started to help users 
across India shop online with ease, 
enabled through small sellers and 
brands showcasing and selling their 
products using the power of con-
tent by trusted influencers.

"Being a part of the YouTube and 
Google ecosystem furthers Simsim in 
its mission. We cannot think of a better 
ecosystem in which to build Simsim, 
in terms of technology, reach, creator 
networks and culture," they added.

The blogpost noted that as more 
and more shopping happens online, 
video has an important role in helping 
viewers discover new products and 
find expert advice they trust. "Every 
day, people come to YouTube to com-
pare products, watch reviews and 
find recommendations from their 
favorite creators... Simsim is helping 
small businesses in India transition 
to e-commerce by using the power of 
video and creators," it added.

Simsim app serves as a platform 
to connect local businesses, influ-

encers and customers. Creators 
post video reviews about products 
from local businesses, and view-
ers can buy those products directly 
through the app. Videos are avail-
able in three local languages includ-
ing Hindi, Tamil and Bengali.

"For over 15 years, small busi-
nesses have used YouTube to ex-
pand their presence online -- and 
many of them use YouTube to reach 
customers outside of their local 
community... By bringing Simsim 
and YouTube together, our goal is 
to help small businesses and retail-
ers in India reach new customers in 
even more powerful ways," it said.

With over 2,500 YouTube creators 
with over one million subscrib-
ers and YouTube Shorts that was 
launched in India first, Google said 
it is committed to bringing the best 
of YouTube to India and growing 
the creator community by making it 
even easier for the new generation of 
mobile-first creators to get started.
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Pegasus Snooping
On Monday, the Opposition had disrupt-

ed the proceedings over a variety of issues, 
including price rise and three farm laws.

Earlier in the day, the House was ad-
journed twice after the Opposition created 
a ruckus over snooping and other issues.

Opposition members, including from 
the Congress and the TMC, started raising 
slogans and showing placards to attack the 
government on the snooping issue as soon 
as the House met for the day at 11 am.

The proceedings lasted for barely five 
minutes. The same scene was witnessed 
when the House reassembled at 2 pm.

One of the placards read that while people 
are suffering from unemployment, the gov-
ernment is busy with “jasoosi” (spying). The 
slogan was in Hindi.

Some Congress members were holding 
placards about Rahul Gandhi’s name ap-
pearing in the list of potential targets of 
snooping.

Trinamool Congress (TMC) mem-
bers alleged that party MP Abhishek 
Banerjee’s phone number was selected for 
surveillance.

Abhishek Banerjee is the nephew of West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

YSRCP members also flagged the issue of 
special status for Andhra Pradesh.

Speaker Om Birla said it is not right to 
disrupt the House and the government is 
ready to give answers on any matter.

“Please go back to your seats. I will facili-
tate a debate on every issue. (But) slogan-
eering is not right. The government is ready 
to debate on whatever issues you want to 
debate on,” he said.

The issue of “snooping” using the Pegasus 
spyware has snowballed into a massive 
political row in Parliament and outside as 
various parties are demanding a thorough 
investigation and sacking of Home Minister 
Amit Shah, while the government main-
tains that it had nothing to do with it.

Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi, BJP 
ministers Ashwini Vaishnaw and Prahlad 
Singh Patel, as also former election com-
missioner Ashok Lavasa and poll strategist 
Prashant Kishor were among those whose 
phone numbers were listed as potential tar-
gets for hacking through the Israeli spyware 
sold only to government agencies, an inter-
national media consortium has reported.

Rajya Sabha proceedings were also ad-
journed twice during the pre-lunch pe-
riod on Tuesday after uproar by opposition 
members over various issues including the 
Pegasus snooping issue.

The House was first adjourned for a few 
minutes after it met in the morning and 
then again soon after it met at 12 PM.

Members of the Congress, TMC, left par-
ties rushed to the well as the House reas-
sembled at 12 and started raising slogans. 
They were also carrying placards with 
them.

Protesting members ignored the requests 
made by deputy chairman Harivansh to al-
low the Question Hour to function.

“Please go back to tour seats. Let the 
Question Hour continue. This is your time,” 
he said urging the members to return to 
their seats and allow the House to function.

After continued uproar and sloganeering 
by opposition members, he adjourned the 
House till 1 PM.

He said members of various parties 
had met the Chairman, who decided that 
the House will take up a discussion on 
COVID-19 at 1 PM.

Earlier in the morning, opposition par-
ties obstructed regular business over vari-
ous issues, including the Pegasus snooping 
controversy.

Members of opposition parties, who had 
given as many as 15 notices under Rule 267 
requiring setting aside of the business of 
the day to take up the issue they want to 
raise, raised slogans and rushed into the 
Well of the House, prompting chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu to adjourn the proceedings 
till 12 noon.

The issues include alleged snooping of 
Opposition leaders, journalists and vocal 
critics of the government, fuel price rise and 
farmers’ agitation against new farm laws.

No sooner had the House condoled 
the death of a former member, Ramadhar 
Kashyap, members of Congress, TMC, Left 
and DMK were up on their feet raising vari-
ous issues.

With the chairman disallowing all the 
15 notices as he did for the 17 served on 
Monday, Anand Sharma of the Congress 
said either the Rule 267 should be removed 
or the Chairman should consider notices 
given under them as long as it is there in 
the rule book.

“These are issues of concern. We should 
not only read about it in newspapers or see 
on television,” he said.

Naidu said he agrees with Sharma. “There 
is a need for (rule) 267. I have been there in 
the House and I understand the problem of 
national security, something serious hap-
pens, you have to suspend the business and 
then take up that matter.”

But this provided the Chairman goes 
through the notice and then admits it, he 
said adding the notices given on Monday 
and Tuesday largely relate to “variety of 
issues... some of them ongoing for a long 
time, some of them discussed earlier.”

The Chairman said he had received 15 
notices on various issues.

The Zero Hour is the time when mem-
bers can raise issues on which they have 
given notices, he added.

But Opposition members were not con-
vinced and started to rush to the Well as 
Naidu called for listed official papers to be 
laid on the table.

As they raised slogans, Naidu adjourned 
the proceedings.

Oppn Demands
The Congress accused the government of 

“treason” and held Shah responsible for the 
snooping and hacking of phones of journal-
ists, judges and politicians, and demanded a 
probe into the “role of the prime minister” 
in the entire matter as well.

The demand for a probe came from op-
position parties, including the Congress, 
TMC, NCP, Left parties, RJD and Shiv Sena.

The BJP hit back at the Congress and 
claimed “there is not a shred of evidence” 
to link either the ruling party or the Modi 
dispensation with the matter.

BJP leader and former IT minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad questioned the creden-
tials of those behind the story as well as its 
timing, coming a day before Parliament’s 
Monsoon Session that began on Monday, as 
he accused the opposition party of hitting 
a “new low” in making baseless allegations.

The government, on its part, categori-
cally rejected the charges, with IT Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw asserting in the Lok 

Sabha that illegal surveillance was not pos-
sible with checks and balances in the coun-
try’s laws, and alleged that attempts were 
being made to malign Indian democracy. 
Vaishnaw’s name also figures in the list.

Home Minister Amit Shah also lashed 
out at the opposition Congress and interna-
tional organisations, saying such “obstruc-
ters” and “disrupters” will not be able to 
derail India’s development trajectory with 
their conspiracies.

The issue also rocked Parliament, where 
opposition parties raised the issue and dis-
rupted proceedings of both Houses. Several 
opposition members gave adjournment no-
tices to discuss the issue, but were rejected 
by the chair.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi took a 
swipe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on the matter, saying, “We know what he’s 
been reading -- everything on your phone.” 
Gandhi wrote this as a reply to his own 
tweet two days ago in which he had asked 
people, “I’m wondering what you guys are 
reading these days.”

The Congress and Gandhi termed the BJP 
“Bharatiya Jasoos Party” and tweeted, “One 
feels like laughing at ‘his’ fear”.

The CPI(M) accused the government of 
engaging NSO for carrying out surveillance 
and said it had raised the issue of this “dan-
gerous spyware” in Parliament two years 
ago.

“The central government must come 
clean on what is its engagement with NSO, 
what are the terms and how much of our 
public funds have been paid for this,” the 
party asked.

RJD’s Manoj Jha, Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut, 
AAP’s Sanjay Singh and NCP’s Nawab Malik 
demanded a thorough probe and action 
against those involved.

Addressing a joint press conference, 
Congress chief spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said the party’s first demand is 
Shah’s immediate dismissal.

He said the Congress will take all oppo-
sition parties on-board over the issue and 
decide on whether to ask for a judicial or 
parliamentary probe in the matter.

He said the minister is responsible for 
deployment of this illegal spyware Pegasus.

“Our first demand is the immediate 
sacking of Minister of Home and Internal 
Security Amit Shah and a probe into the 
role of the prime minister in the matter,” 
he said.

Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha 
Mallikarjun Kharge said Shah should im-
mediately resign as he “does not deserve” 
to occupy the position he holds.

Kharge said the Congress along with 
other opposition parties will raise the issue 
strongly in Parliament.

Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury said, “Modi ji promotes 
digital India, but what we are seeing is 
Surveillance India”.

The Congress also asked a set of ques-
tions to the PM, including why Shah, the 
in-charge of the country’s internal security, 
should not be sacked immediately.

“Does this not warrant a full investiga-
tion into the role of PM, HM and others in-
volved,” the party asked.

Terming it an attack on democracy, 
Trinamool Congress MP Saugata Roy said, 
“This is a black day for democracy. This 
is shameful that the Union government 
is using spyware to snoop on phones of 
politicians, journalists, activists. This only 
reflects the authoritarian mindset of this 
government. The Union government should 
come clean on it. We condemn it.”

“Two minutes of silence for the sore los-
ers. Despite allies like ED, CBI, NIA, IT, ECI, 
BJP’s money+might and PegasusSpying 
Mr Amit Shah couldn’t save his face in 
BengalElections2021. Please come prepared 
with better resources in 2024,” Abhishek 
Banerjee tweeted.

Terming it a very serious issue con-
cerning national security, Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor said since the government 
has said that it has not done any snooping, 
this should be probed.

“I feel that there should be a thorough in-
dependent judicial inquiry or one by a joint 
parliamentary committee. We cannot just 
brush it under the carpet,” he told reporters.

An international media consortium 
reported Sunday that over 300 verified 
mobile phone numbers, including of two 
ministers, over 40 journalists, three oppo-
sition leaders and one sitting judge besides 
scores of businesspersons and activists in 
India could have been targeted for hacking 
through the spyware.

Gandhi, BJP minister Prahlad Singh 
Patel, as also former election commissioner 
Ashok Lavasa and poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor were among those whose numbers 
were listed as potential targets for hacking, 
the consortium reported.(PTI)

Extremely Alarming
were among those targeted in several 

countries including India, with a phone 
spyware sold to various governments by an 
Israeli firm, according to an international 
media consortium.

In a statement, UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said 
governments should immediately “cease 
their own use of surveillance technolo-
gies” in ways that violate human rights, 
and should take concrete actions to protect 
against such “invasions” of privacy by regu-
lating the distribution, use and export of 
surveillance technology created by others.

“Revelations regarding the apparent 
widespread use of the Pegasus software to 
spy on journalists, human rights defenders, 
politicians and others in a variety of coun-
tries are extremely alarming, and seem to 
confirm some of the worst fears about the 
potential misuse of surveillance technol-
ogy to illegally undermine people’s human 
rights,” Bachelet said.

Media reports on Sunday claimed that 
spyware Pegasus was used to conduct sur-
veillance on about 300 Indians, including 
ministers, political leaders, government of-
ficials and journalists.

The Indian government has categorically 
rejected the attack on it by the opposition 
parties in the wake of the snooping row, 
saying attempts were being made to “ma-
lign” Indian democracy.

Bachelet said various parts of the UN 
Human Rights system have repeatedly 
raised serious concerns about the dangers 
of authorities using surveillance tools from 
a variety of sources.

“Use of surveillance software has been 
linked to arrest, intimidation and even kill-
ings of journalists and human rights de-
fenders. Reports of surveillance also have 
the invidious effect of making people cen-
sor themselves through fear,” she said.

Bachelet said journalists and human 
rights defenders play an indispensable role 
in societies, and when they are silenced, 

everyone suffers.
“I would like to remind all states that 

surveillance measures can only be justified 
in narrowly defined circumstances, with 
a legitimate goal. And they must be both 
necessary and proportionate to that goal,” 
she said.

Referring to the reports, the UN high 
commissioner for human rights said, “If the 
recent allegations about the use of Pegasus 
are even partly true, then that red line has 
been crossed again and again with total 
impunity.”

She said companies involved in the de-
velopment and distribution of surveillance 
technologies are responsible for avoiding 
harm to human rights and they need to 
take immediate steps to mitigate and rem-
edy the harms their products are causing or 
contributing to.

“In addition to immediately stopping 
their own role in violations of human 
rights, States have a duty to protect indi-
viduals from abuses of the right to privacy 
by companies,” she said.

“One key step to effectively prevent 
abuse of surveillance technology is for 
States to require by law that the companies 
involved meet their human rights responsi-
bilities, are much more transparent in rela-
tion to the design and use of their products, 
and put in place more effective accountabil-
ity mechanisms,” she added.

Ex-JNU Students
an international media consortium re-

ported on Tuesday.
The Wire news portal, in the third part 

of its revelations from the international col-
laborative journalistic investigation called 
the Pegasus Project, reported that those 
marked as potential targets for surveillance 
include Ambedkarite activist Ashok Bharti; 
academic and chronicler of life in Naxal-
dominated regions Bela Bhatia; railway 
union leader Shiv Gopal Mishra and Delhi-
based labour rights activist Anjani Kumar.

Anti-coal mining activist Alok Shukla, 
Delhi University professor Saroj Giri, 
Bastar-based peace activist Shubhranshu 
Choudhary and Bihar-based activist Ipsa 
Shatakshi are also on the list, the report 
noted.

“Without digital forensics, it is not pos-
sible to conclusively establish whether their 
phones were hacked or infected. But their 
appearance on the list suggests that they 
were persons of interest to an unidentified 
client of the NSO Group that was focused on 
India,” the report said.

The Pegasus spyware was created by 
Israeli technology firm NSO.

The government has dismissed the re-
ports on the use of Pegasus software to 
snoop on Indians, saying the allegations 
levelled just ahead of the Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament are aimed at maligning 
Indian democracy .

Ashok Bharti, the chairman of All India 
Ambedkar Mahasabha, an umbrella as-
sociation of Dalit rights’ groups, had led a 
nationwide Bharat Bandh on April, 2, 2018 
against a Supreme Court ruling, which 
he claimed took away the teeth of the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

The ruling sparked massive demonstra-
tions across the country, and the Bharat 
Bandh claimed 11 lives and left hundreds 
injured.

In 2019, WhatsApp stated that four of 
the activists mentioned above -- Saroj Giri, 
Bela Bhatia, Alok Shukla and Shubranshu 
Choudhary -- were affected by a Pegasus at-
tack that took place through a specific vul-
nerability in the company’s security.

Two of the former JNU students -- Umar 
Khalid and Anirban Bhattacharya -- were 
among those charged for sedition over an 
event on JNU campus where anti-national 
slogans were allegedly raised.

Khalid is currently in jail for charges 
under the stringent Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act in connection with the 
northeast Delhi riots of February 2020.

The report has been published by The 
Wire news portal from India in collabo-
ration with 16 other international pub-
lications including the Washington Post, 
The Guardian and Le Monde, as media 
partners to an investigation conducted 
by Paris-based media non-profit organisa-
tion Forbidden Stories and rights group 
Amnesty International.

The investigation focuses on a leaked list 
of more than 50,000 phone numbers from 
across the world that are believed to have 
been the target of surveillance through 
Pegasus software of Israeli surveillance 
company NSO Group. (PTI)

China Building
between the existing air bases in China 

close to the LAC for fighter aircraft opera-
tions was around 400 kms but “this would 
be bridged with the operationalisation of 
the Shakche airfield.”

Besides, the Indian agencies are also 
monitoring an airfield near the Uttarakhand 
border in Barahoti with China where the 
Chinese have brought in a large number of 
unmanned aerial vehicles which are con-
tinuously flying in that region.

Last week, a report said that the Chinese 
Army was building permanent concrete 
structure near the LAC, which will allow its 
troops access the disputed areas with India 
in a very short time.

Senior government sources told ANI that 
one such camp is coming up few kilometres 
inside the Chinese territory opposite the 
Naku La area in north Sikkim area, which 
is barely a few minutes distance from the 
area where Indian and Chinese troops had 
clashed last year when the confrontation 
started and also in January this year.

VDC Members
“anti-national elements always try to re-

vive militancy.”
“However due to recent drone activi-

ties over military installations, the army 
met the trusted VDC members and edu-
cated them about the drone surveillance,” a 
source privy to the development said.

“During the interactions, VDC members 
are provided training to handle weapons 
and they are also made aware about impor-
tant aspects of surveillance. The VDC mem-
bers are also made aware about the threats 
due to drones in the bordering region.”

Sources said that the VDC members have 
been asked to keep a close watch on activi-
ties in and around their areas and inform 
local police or army units in case of any sus-
picious activity or movement.

“Interactions with VDC members are a 
regular feature for the Army,” said defence 
spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Devender 
Anand.

He informed that an interactive work-
shop with Village Defence Committee 

(VDC) members was held at Sangiot in 
Poonch where members displayed their 
training prowess and skills in weapon 
handling.

“Indian Army assisted all the members of 
VDC in further improving their self defence 
capabilities and laid emphasis on the role of 
Village Defence Committee,” he added.

“A lecture cum demonstration on weap-
on handling and cleaning, musketry, firing 
positions and minor repairs of weapons 
was conducted as part of the workshop,” 
the defence spokesperson said—(KNO)

Eid-ul-Azha Being
This would be the fourth Eid in a row 

which will be celebrated amid covid-19 
shadow. This year Eid-ul-Fitr was also ob-
served amid the pandemic. Last year, the 
festivals also remained subdued due to the 
covid pandemic. In fact, it is fifth Eid festi-
val which will be observed in quiet manner 
in Jammu and Kashmir as people remained 
confined to homes amid massive security 
and communication clampdown due to 
revocation of Article 370 by the centre on 
August 5 2019.

Eid-ul-Azha falls on the 10th day of the 
Islamic calendar’s last month, Dhu al-Hijjah.

Muslims celebrate Eid-ul-Azha to com-
memorate Prophet Abraham’s (AS) willing-
ness to follow Allah’s command to sacrifice 
his son prophet Ismael (AS).

The celebration of Eid-ul-Azha this year 
would be impacted with no congregational 
prayers and social gathering.

Traditionally, Muslims offer Eid con-
gregational prayers in open spaces like 
grounds commonly known as Eidgah. There 
would hardly be any hug to extend greet-
ings as would be done in normal times after 
Eid special prayers are over.

Other than the contemporary surreal 
tines, thousands of people would attend Eid 
prayers in Eidgahs, mosques and shrines 
across Jammu and Kashmir. The biggest 
gathering would be seen at Eidgah and at 
Hazratbal Shrine in Srinagar.

In run up to the festival, markets saw 
some buzz with mutton, chicken and bak-
ery shops frequented by customers along 
with shops dealing with readymade gar-
ments and shoes. However, there was fever-
ish shopping as would be associated with 
normal times.

Ease In Curbs
lockdowns.
The Eid shoppers returned to markets, 

thronging bakeries and garment shops in 
the city and elsewhere in the valley, as Eid-
ul-Azha will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
officials said.

However, the main economic activity 
was centred around the purchase of sac-
rificial animals -- mostly sheep and goats 
-- as Muslims across the world prepare to 
celebrate Eid-ul-Azha, a tradition following 
Prophet Ibrahim, who had offered to sacri-
fice his son Ismail to fulfil Allah’s command.

The animal sales have been brisk but still 
not at par with the 2018 levels, livestock 
dealers said.

“We rear our flock for the year in the 
hope of making some money on the eve of 
Eid. The last two years were devastating as 
the sales were next to nothing. However, 
this year, I have sold 75 per cent of my 
stock,” Ghulam Din Khatana, a resident of 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district, said.

Khatana is hopeful that he will be head-
ing home on Wednesday or early Thursday 
“without having to care for any sheep”.

While the Eid celebrations in 2019 were 
muted due to a curfew imposed across 
Kashmir following the abrogation of Article 
370 of the Constitution just a week before 
the festival, several restrictions in the wake 
of the outbreak of COVID-19 saw business 
activity remaining almost suspended.

Irfan Ahmad, the managing director of 
Modern Sweets and Confectionery, said the 
sales have improved this year.

“There was a lot of confusion ahead of 
Eid as regards whether the restrictions 
will be more stringent or eased. The easing 
of the restrictions has come in the nick of 
time,” he said.

Ahmad, however, said most of the city 
bakeries had cut down on production as 
they were not expecting much of a footfall.

While last year health experts had ad-
vised against distribution of meat on Eid, 
this year they have asked people to allow 
only those vaccinated against Covid handle 
the ritual of sacrifice and meat distribution.

Militants Attack
Mohammad Asif, a local said.
He said that many shoppers ran for their 

lives, while the traders also downed their 
shutters fearing outbreak of encounter in 
the locality.

Soon after the attack, the eyewitnesses 
said, a contingent of police and CRPF per-
sonnel appeared in the area and launched 
a cordon and search operation to nab the 
attackers.

The eyewitnesses said that cops not only 
carried searches of several houses in the lo-
cality but also questioned the shopkeepers 
about the attack. The search operation, ac-
cording to witnesses continued for several 
hours. However, no arrests were made.

Meanwhile, SHO Police Station 
Rainawari, Rakesh Pandita told a local news 
agency KNT that all cops are safe and sound. 
He said windowpanes of the vehicle were 
damaged in the attack.

Militants Injure
in village Kokagund of Verinag on 

Tuesday evening and opened fire upon his 
wife and daughter leaving both of them 
injured.

The injured identified as Malik’s wife 
Naidha Jan (43) and daughter Madhiya 
(17) were removed to District Hospital 
Anantnag, the officer said. However they 
were shifted to GMC Anantnag for special-
ized treatment.

A doctor at District Hospital Anantnag 
said that Naidha has suffered bullet injuries 
in leg and abdomen while Madhiya has bul-
let injury in gluteal region. He said both are 
stable.   

It was not immediately known if Malik 
was at home at the time of the incident. The 
officer said that soon after the attack, the 
entire area was cordoned off and searches 
launched to trace the assailants.

Meanwhile, police quoting eyewitnesses 
said that Mufti Altaf of JeM was identified 
as one of the attackers.

“As per eye witnesses, #terrorist of pro-
scribed #terror outfit JeM Mufti Altaf R/O 
Nathipira Dooru was identified as one of the 
#attackers. Further details shall follow,” the 
police posted on its official Twitter handle.

Govt Forms STF
Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016, 

and enforcement of the ban on single use 

plastic items.
It has been also tasked to organize reg-

ular meetings of State Level Monitoring 
Committee for purpose of monitoring of 
implementation of the PWM Rules, 2016 
and further strengthen Urban Local Bodies 
and Gram Panchayats for fulfilling respon-
sibilities cost under the Rules.

Besides Chief Secretary of J&K as its 
head, the committee comprises of chair-
man J&K Pollution Control Board, admin-
istrative secretaries of Rural Development 
& Panchayati Raj department, Housing 
& Urban Development Department, 
Industries and Commerce Department, 
School Education Department, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment Department and 
Higher Education Department.

The task force, asked to meet once in 
six months, has been also asked to lever-
age funds available under Swachh Bharat 
Mission 2.0 for development of waste man-
agement infrastructure to mitigate plastic 
pollution in J&K, according to a government 
order.

Besides it has been mandated to effec-
tively strategize the implementation of 
SRO-231 dated 26-03-2019, for banning 
Single Use Plastic (SUP) in J &K and also 
mobilize and build a strong public move-
ment for elimination of SUP with wider 
public participation including educational 
institutions (Schools, Colleges, Universities 
etc, NCC, NSS, Scouts, Youth Clubs, Eco 
clubs, Opiniom Makers and Voluntary 
Organizations through Urban Local Bodies.

The committee has been also tasked to 
encourage and incentivize the industry in-
volved in the manufacture of eco-friendly 
biodegradable substitutes for SUP.

Transformation Of J&K
and directed the officials to integrate the 

same in the Master plans to change the land-
scapes of the cities.

The official spokesperson said that Sinha 
asked the officials to rope in best profes-
sional experts in their respective fields and 
make them a part of the urban develop-
ment planning process.

The LG, he said, also advised the H&UDD 
department to identify and engage graduates 
from IIT Jammu, IIM Jammu, NIT Srinagar, 
and other National Institutes having rel-
evant work experience, under Lieutenant 
Governor’s Sustainable Development 
Fellowship for making the delivery structure 
of the department more efficient and robust.

The LG further stressed on taking ecol-
ogy factor into consideration, besides active 
participation of the public & elected repre-
sentatives of Urban Local Bodies in the de-
velopment process.

“Solid waste management is another key 
component we must be focusing on. A com-
parative study should be done to develop a 
more sustainable model of waste manage-
ment. Ensure strict enforcement of Plastic 
waste management, besides no blockage 
of natural drainage for clean urban areas,” 
Sinha said, as per the official spokesperson.

The LG, he said, also passed strict direc-
tions for the completion of projects within 
timelines while maintaining standards of 
construction for ensuring long durability.

“The tendering process must be com-
pleted within fixed timeframes. Put in place 
a robust Mechanism for capacity building 
and audit of the manpower,” the LG said.

As per the official spokesperson, direc-
tions were also passed for audit of com-
munity toilets for ensuring their proper 
usage and maintenance. He said that 
the LG further asked the concerned of-
ficials to put special focus on Devolution 
of greater financial powers to JMC/ULBs; 
Protection of Livelihood of Street vendors; 
Affordable Housing, Slum Redevelopment 
& Rehabilitation and Township Policy and 
Solid Waste Management & Plastic Waste 
Management Action Plans.

“Terming development of the parks with 
public-private partnership as a good initia-
tive by the JMC, the LG stated that the good 
practice must be replicated by other agen-
cies as well in the other cities for a better 
outcome,” he said.

“As a part of the interventions made by 
the Government to strengthen the gov-
ernance framework and making it more 
transparent, the Lt Governor e-inaugurated 
and laid e-foundation for multiple projects 
of Housing and Urban Development,” he 
added.

According to the official spokesper-
son, the LG launched the Online Building 
Permission system aiming at simplifying 
the building permission process within de-
fined timelines of 21 days to facilitate the 
people. With the system being made online, 
now the applicant can track the application 
status, get NOC, make fee-payment through 
online mode and receive real-time alerts.

The occasion, he said, also marked the 
launch of Enforcement App by JMC for en-
suring factual reporting about unauthor-
ized constructions and their status by en-
forcement inspectors, besides the JK LED 
Street Light Complaint App to bring ease 
of use, efficiency and transparency in the 
complaint resolution process.

Other important projects for which 
the e-foundation was laid today were 
Modernization of Narwal Fruit / Vegetable 
Mandi costing Rs 9.86 cr and Road improve-
ment project from Dogra Chowk to KC 
Chowk Jammu at a cost of Rs 9.23 cr.

Meanwhile, the LG e-inaugurated various 
works and schemes and included Drainage 
Scheme and Dewatering station at Lal 
Chowk, Srinagar at Rs 9.96 cr; Stormwater 
drainage network at Malbagh, Srinagar 
costing Rs 6.15 cr; Dewatering station at 
Nund Reshi Colony Bemina, Srinagar worth 
Rs 3.23 cr, besides laying the e-foundation 
for Drainage Scheme at Khomaini Chowk, 
Bemina under AMRUT costing Rs 11.57 cr 
and Drainage Scheme at Iqbal Colony, HMT, 
Srinagar under AMRUT, at Rs 3.03 cr, the of-
ficial spokesperson said.

He said that Dheeraj Gupta, Principal 
Secretary, H&UDD gave a detailed brief-
ing about the Initiatives, Action taken & 
Achievements of the department. He also 
informed the chair about the progress made 
under various flagship schemes including 
AMRUT; SBM(U); Smart Cities Mission; 
PMAY-HFA(U); DAY-NULM.

Greets People
with good health for all,” he added.
The LG also urged people to follow the 

Covid protocols, display Covid appropriate 
behavior, offer Eid prayers at home and stay 
safe in view of the evolving situation.

India’s Covid
have missed deaths that occurred in 

overwhelmed hospitals or while health 
care was disrupted, particularly during the 
devastating virus surge earlier this year.

“True deaths are likely to be in the 

several millions not hundreds of thousands, 
making this arguably India’s worst human 
tragedy since Partition and independence,” 
the report said.

The Partition of the British-ruled Indian 
subcontinent into independent India and 
Pakistan in 1947 led to the killing of up to 
1 million people as gangs of Hindus and 
Muslims slaughtered each other.

The report on India’s virus toll used 
three calculation methods: data from the 
civil registration system that records births 
and deaths across seven states, blood tests 
showing the prevalence of the virus in India 
alongside global COVID-19 fatality rates, 
and an economic survey of nearly 900,000 
people done thrice a year.

Researchers cautioned that each method 
had weaknesses, such as the economic sur-
vey omitting the causes of death.

Instead, researchers looked at deaths 
from all causes and compared that data 
to mortality in previous years — a method 
widely considered an accurate metric.

Researchers also cautioned that virus 
prevalence and COVID-19 deaths in the 
seven states they studied may not translate 
to all of India, since the virus could have 
spread more in urban versus rural states 
and since health care quality varies greatly 
around India.

Other nations are also believed to have 
undercounted deaths in the pandemic. But 
India is thought to have a greater gap due to 
having the world’s second highest popula-
tion of 1.4 billion and because not all deaths 
were recorded even before the pandemic.

The health ministry did not immediately 
respond to an Associated Press request for 
comment on the report.

Dr. Jacob John, who studies viruses at 
the Christian Medical College at Vellore in 
southern India and was not part of the re-
search, reviewed the report for the AP and 
said it underscores the devastating impact 
COVID-19 had on the country’s underpre-
pared health system.

“This analysis reiterates the observations 
of other fearless investigative journalists 
that have highlighted the massive under-
counting of deaths,” Jacob said.

The report also estimated that nearly 2 
million Indians died during the first surge 
in infections last year and said not “grasp-
ing the scale of the tragedy in real time” 
may have “bred collective complacency 
that led to the horrors” of the surge earlier 
this year.

Over the last few months, some Indian 
states have increased their COVID-19 death 
toll after finding thousands of previously 
unreported cases, raising concerns that 
many more fatalities were not officially 
recorded.

Several Indian journalists have also pub-
lished higher numbers from some states 
using government data. Scientists say this 
new information is helping them better 
understand how COVID-19 spread in India.

Murad Banaji, who studies mathematics 
at Middlesex University and has been look-
ing at India’s COVID-19 mortality figures, 
said the recent data has confirmed some of 
the suspicions about undercounting. Banaji 
said the new data also shows the virus 
wasn’t restricted to urban centers, as con-
temporary reports had indicated, and that 
India’s villages were also badly impacted.

“A question we should ask is if some of 
those deaths were avoidable,” he said.

J&K Reports
Kulgam 0, Shopian 0, Jammu 11, 

Udhampur 5, Rajouri 4, Doda 6, Kathua 1, 
Samba 0, Kishtwar 2, Poonch 4, Ramban 2 
and Reasi 0.

Moreover, they said, 221 more COVID-19 
patients in last 24 hours have recov-
ered—93 from Jammu Division and 128 
from Kashmir, taking the number of people 
who have recovered in J&K to 314107. With 
this, there are now 1634 active cases—691 
in Jammu and 943 in Kashmir.

There was one new confirmed case of 
mucormycosis (black fungus) reported 
today and the cumulative number of con-
firmed cases remained rose to 35 in J&K, the 
officials added.

Train Services
in view of the Covid-19 pandemic and 

per the guidelines and SOPs issued by the 
Government.

Wall Collapse 
from the debris and would be handed 

over to his legal heirs after completion of 
various official formalities.

While confirming the accident, a police 
officer said that proceedings have been 
launched into the incident.

Govt Orders Transfer
in the Directorate of Information, J&K.
Vinay Kumar, JKAS, Deputy Director 

(Audio-Visual) in the Directorate of 
Information, J&K, has transferred and post-
ed as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Vijaypur, 
according to a government order, a copy 
of which lies with GNS. “He shall also hold 
the charge of the post of Sub-Registrar, 
Vijaypur, in addition to his own duties, till 
further orders.”

30-Kg IED Recovered 
Kashmir yesterday evening.
“Based on the specific inputs, search op-

eration was launched by Ganderbal based 
Rashtriya Rifles Battalion, JKP and CRPF in 
general area Tangpura on 19 July 2021 at 
around 1800 hour,” a spokesman of army 
said.

Search operation lead to recovery of 
an IED weighing proximately 30-Kg near 
Tangpura Bandh which is just 700 meters 
away from Highway, the spokesman said.

The IED was safely destroyed in-situ by 
Army Bomb Squad today morning, he said. 
“The timely recovery thwarted the nefari-
ous design of militants and their supporters 
to destabilize the security situation in the 
valley”, the statement added.

J&K BJP Sacks
current positions and were further 

warned of stringent action, a BJP spokes-
man said.

Municipal councillors -- Anirudh 
Sharma, Bhopinder Raj, Ravinder Pathania, 
Karan Singh and Joginder Pal -- from Kathua 
municipal committee had recently moved a 
no-confidence motion against party-elect-
ed representatives in the committee, which 
was gross indiscipline on their part, he said.

The dismissed officials comprised 
Sharma, the party’s district spokesperson; 
Pathania, the district convenor of Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan and P Bose, the SC Morcha 
district president of the party.

They were issued show-cause notices 
by the party’s disciplinary committee and 
directed to submit replies within four days 
but the officials did not submit any proper 
reply, the spokesman said.
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Cyclist Parwez Ahmad 
Chases Gold With Hopes 
On A Fundraiser Campaign
R Elahi

SRINAGAR: Born in Check-i-Ka-
woosa village in Narbal area of 
Budgam district, 22-year-old Par-
wez Ahmad won Bronze medal at 
the National Road Cycling Champi-
onship 2020 in March of this year 
by gathering the required equip-
ment, including a top-end racing 
cycle, from his friends and peers.

As a young boy, cycling was a 
way for Parwez to commute to 
school, run errands for his family 
and to explore the world he was 
born in. But after years of riding 
his labourer father’s Roadster Jet 
bicycle for fun, Parwez realised 
that he was not only the fastest in 
his village but also that riding a bi-
cycle had become more than just a 
passion for him.

“At 13, I participated in my first 
cycling competition,” Parwez told 
Kashmir Observer. “I came 6th 
among dozens of cyclists while 
riding my father’s Roadster.”

Soon after, Parwez’s father 
recognised his son’s passion and 
couldn’t say no when Parwez 
asked for a racing cycle.

“He bought me the basic Desi 
racing cycle. But it was enough for 
me to pursue my dreams.”

Parwez credits his schooling in 
the art of cycle racing to Budgam’s 
ace cyclist, Muhammad Akbar Khan.

“He is my inspiration. He took 
me and the other boys under his 
wing and showed us how profes-
sional cyclists train. Now there 
are 7 to 8 boys from our village 
who are National gold, silver and 
bronze medallists.”

Under the shade of his mentor, 
Parwez participated in Mountain 
biking championships as well as 
National and local competitions as 
a teenager. Practising and improv-
ing his balance sense, the strength 
of his core muscles while also 
maintaining his diet, nutrition and 
fitness levels.

“We have the perfect platform 
for cycle racing in Kashmir that 
can’t be seen anywhere in India 
or in the world. The geography 
and the climate can mould any 
cyclist’s endurance and technique. 
What we lack is a dearth of equip-
ment, nutritional support and 
coaches,” Parwez told KO.

Parwez embodies the relentless 
spirit of a hard-working cyclist in 
real life as well. Apart from being a 
sportsman, Parwez is currently pur-
suing his Masters in Physical Educa-
tion from Guru Nanak Dev Univer-
sity, having completed his Bachelor 
in PE last year from the same uni-
versity in Amritsar, Punjab.

“I have been training at my Uni-

versity for the past 4 years and 
the coaches have been extremely 
helpful. I have improved my skills 
by training regularly at the Univer-
sity’s Velodrome Stadium. We even 
get to use University-provided cy-
cles for training and intra-universi-
ty competition purposes. We have 
to give them back afterwards.”

While studying outside, Parwez 
Ahmad competed in many more 
cycling championships includ-
ing the prestigious 160-km long 
Mumbai-Pune Cycle Race. Yet 
again, Parwez had to lend equip-
ment from his friends.

“Because I’m a full-time student 
my chances of finding a sponsor or 
financial assistance from corpora-
tions or Government are very less. 
After my Bronze in the National, 
Advisors to LG, Baseer Khan and 
Farooq Khan, both felicitated me. 
They said the Administration will 
help me in equipment and nutri-
tion, but I had to go back to Amrit-
sar for my final exams.”

Now Parwez is eyeing Gold at 
the National Road Cycling Cham-
pionship 2021 set to be held in 
November or December of this 
year. A medal is a direct ticket to 
All India Cycling Camp 2021, ex-
actly where Parwez wants to be. 
He further hopes to break the cur-
rent Srinagar to Leh cycling record 
– 440 kms in 26 hours 30 minutes.

“I’m certain that with the help 
of an upgrade in my equipment 
and proper diet, I would better the 

current world record by at least 2 
hours time.”

A lot goes on behind the scenes 
when preparing for such record 
breaking events – months of prepa-
ration in terms of nutrition, diet, 
supplements, equipment and travel.

“I was in this state of mind 
when I wrote a Facebook post ask-
ing for help.”

To Parwez’s surprise an en-
gineer and sports lover, Akshay 
Koul, saw the post and decided to 
support the young cyclist.

“I saw the FB post and immedi-
ately reached out to him. I felt an 
online fundraising campaign can 
help Parwez achieve his dreams,” 
Koul told KO.

Koul has set up the campaign 
on ‘milaap.org’ website under 
the banner ‘Help Parvez National 
Bronze Medalist – Cycling’. The 
campaign seeks to raise a sum of 
Rs 60,000 to help Parwez cover 
one year of nutrition costs. The 
fund has been able to raise 15% (Rs 
8,865) thus far.

“If I get the support for my 
nutritional needs I can keep on 
training for the upcoming compe-
titions.”

Even without a top-end racing 
cycle in his armoury, Parwez Ahmad 
has proven time and again that he is 
the upcoming top gun in the world 
of cycle racing. All he needs is a bit of 
support at an important juncture of 
his sporting career: milaap.org/fun-
draisers/support-parvez-8

JKFA Professional League 2021: 
The Points Table After 14 Matches
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: As the eight football 
clubs competing in the 1st Edi-
tion JKFA Professional League 
2021 take a breather till 24th July, 
here is how the teams stand in the 
points table after 14 matches. 

J&K Bank XI take the top spot 
with 9 points from 3 games, scor-
ing 10 goals and conceding just 
1 in the process. Downtown He-
roes FC take the 2nd place with 9 
points from their 3 matches, scor-
ing 5 and conceding none. In 3rd 
place, Hyderya Sports FC has also 
racked up 9 points from 4 match-
es, scoring 7 and conceding 6.

Lonestar Kashmir FC take the 
4th position with 7 points from 
their 4 matches. Scoring 4 and 
conceding 3 in the process. Real 
Kashmir (R) are in the 5th position 
with 5 points from 4 games, while 

Shaheen FC Jammu are in the 6th 
spot with 5 points from their 4 
games. Kashmir Avengers FC are 
in the 7th position with 0 points 
from their 3 matches. The SCFA 
XI is in the last spot with 0 points 
from their 3 matches.

Another round of 14 matches 
are set to be played at the Synthet-
ic Turf TRC in Srinagar from July 14 
till July 31 and the League table is 

sure to see some ups and downs.
Top two teams of the Pro-

fessional League 2021 will get 
nominated to play in the 2021-22 
season of the I-League Second Di-
vision. However, the likes of J&K 
Bank XI, Real Kashmir (R) and SCFA 
XI won’t be considered for the I-
League because of the clubs being 
departmental team, reserves team 
and academy team respectively.

Kohli, Rahane Rested For 
India’s Warm-Up Game 
Against Select County XI

Press Trust of India

DURHAM:  Skipper Virat Kohli 
and vice-captain Ajinkya Rah-
ane have opted out of the three 
day first-class warm-up fixture 
against County Select XI along 
with senior-off-spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin.

Rohit Sharma is leading the 
side in Kohli and Rahane's ab-
sence as the game began today.

In an interesting move, India's 
reserve pacer Avesh Khan is play-
ing for the opposition side. It is 
understood that it was done af-
ter both sides mutually agreed to 
give their players game time.

Incidentally, during Pakistan's 
1987 tour of the country, 14-year-
old Sachin Tendulkar was sum-
moned as the reserve fielder for 
Imran Khan-led side during a 
match against India at Brabourne 
Stadium.

Mayank Agarwal, who is likely 
to open with Rohit Sharma in the 
first Test at Nottingham will be 
watched keenly along with Mo-
hammed Siraj, who could pre-
ferred over Ishant Sharma in the 
playing XI.

First team regular like Mo-
hammed Shami has also been 
rested from the game, which 
is one of India's rare first-class 
game in last 10 years.

It is understood that Kohli, 

Rahane, Shami, Jadeja will be 
sweating it out at the nets along-
side Ashwin, who has already 
bowled a whopping 58 overs and 
taken seven wickets in a County 
game for Surrey last week.

Regular keeper Rishabh Pant 
and senior reserve glovesman 
Wriddhiman Saha are currently 
isolating in London after the CO-
VID scare but are expected to join 
the team before the intra-squad 
game scheduled at the Riverside 
ground during the last week of 
this month.

It is tentatively scheduled be-
tween July 26-28.

While Kohli, Rahane, Shami 
are also coming from a three-
week break, playing a first-class 
match means that all the seniors 
will have to remain on field for a 
stipulated period of time.

The match also provides an 
opportunity to Hanuma Vihari to 
score a few runs and keep Rahane 
under pressure since he hasn't 
been scoring runs very consis-
tently.

The five-Test series will be an 
acid test for both Cheteshwar Pu-
jara and Rahane.

India: Rohit Sharma (C), Ma-
yank Agarwal, Cheteshwar Pujara, 
Hanuma Vihari, KL Rahul (WK), 
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, Shar-
dul Thakur, Umesh Yadav, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.

Faster, Higher, Stronger & 
Now 'Together', IOC Adds 
Fourth Olympic Motto
Press Trust of India

TOKYO: The Olympic motto 
was amended to "faster, higher, 
stronger - together" during the 
International Olympic Commit-
tee's session in Tokyo on Tues-
day as the world waited for the 
pandemic-hit Games to begin on 
July 23.

The word "together" after a 
hyphen has been added to the 
earlier motto, which was made up 
of three Latin words -- Citius, Al-
tius, Fortius, translating to "Faster 
Higher Stronger" in English.

The proposal to include the 
word together was made by IOC 
President Thomas Bach, which 
was endorsed by the body's Ex-
ecutive Board (EB) in April.

Bach had suggested the motto 
should become "faster, higher, 
stronger - together" in response to 
the COVID-19 crisis.

The motto now reads 'Citius, 
Altius, Fortius, Communis' in 
Latin.

The IOC members unanimous-
ly approved an amendment of the 
Olympic Charter.

During the session, Bach 
stressed the importance of soli-
darity within the Olympic Move-
ment and beyond.

"Solidarity is at the heart of 
everything we do. Solidarity fuels 
our mission to make the world a 
better place through sport. Be-
cause we can only go faster, we 
can only aim higher, we can only 
become stronger, if we stand to-
gether in solidarity."

"Strengthening solidarity in this 

way also helps us to accomplish our 
3,000-year-old mission to contrib-
ute to peace through sport. Without 
solidarity, there is no peace."

The Olympic motto was adopt-
ed with the launch of the Olympic 
Movement in 1894 at the urging 
of founder Pierre de Coubertin, 
who wanted a slogan that ex-
pressed excellence in sport. It was 
also supported by the Internation-
al Pierre de Coubertin Committee.

Bach was determined to ensure 
the Olympics takes place this year 
despite the uncertainty around 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"When you look at this situation 
in hindsight today, it may appear 
like it was smooth sailing. This is 
far from the truth. Over the past 15 
months, we had to take daily deci-
sions on very uncertain grounds.

"We had doubts every day. We 
deliberated and discussed. There 
were sleepless nights. Like every-
one else in the world, we did not 
know, I did not know, what the 
future would hold."

Saqlain Mushtaq Wants 
ICC To Review 15-Degree 
Elbow Rule For Bowlers
Press Trust of India

KARACHI: Former Pakistan spin-
ner Saqlain Mushtaq wants the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) to review its existing 15-de-
gree arm/elbow extension law for 
bowlers.

Saqlain, who is presently head 
coach at the Pakistan Cricket 
Board’s High Performance Centre 
in Lahore, said the law is discour-
aging youngsters from taking up 
the art of off-spin bowling.

“I would like to know how the 
ICC experts reached this conclu-
sion of allowing only 15-degrees 
latitude to bowlers. Did they do 
research on Asian players, Carib-
bean players, others because ev-
eryone is different.

“Asian players’ bodies are dif-
ferent, they tend to have more 
flexibility in their arms and some 
have hyper mobile joints. If you 
look at Caribbean or English play-
ers their bodies are different,” 
Saqlain said in an interview.

He noted that even carry angle, 
meaning flexibility in arms while 
in standing posture, is different in 
Asian players.

“I think the ICC should review 
this law because the 15-degrees 
latitude is too little. It is discour-
aging players from the art of off-
spin bowling.”

“I personally believe that one 
can bowl off-breaks, doosra and 
top spin even within the law 
but since it came out I have seen 
players who used to bowl off-spin 
now becoming leg-spinners or 
wrist spinners,” he said.

Saqlain, who ended an illustri-
ous career with 208 Test and 288 
ODI wickets and made the Doosra 
ball famous, believed that an off-
spinner can also be successful 
in white ball formats if he has 
a good set of skills and it is not 
necessary to be able to bowl the 
doosra to be effective.

Saqlain also felt that teams 
were not relying on specialist 
off-break bowlers in white ball 
formats because of an increasing 
trend of using wrist spinners.

“It is an ongoing trend in white 
ball formats that teams want to 
have maximum wrist spinners 

like India has Chahal and Yadav, 
Australia has Adam Zampa and 
Stephenson, England has Adil 
Rashid etc… And this is discour-
aging players from taking up the 
art of off-spin bowling.”

He noted that it was only in 
Test cricket mainly that some 
countries still employed special-
ist off-spinners successfully like 
Nathan Lyon was a regular for 
Australia and R Ashwin for India 
while Moeen Ali has done his bit 
for England.

Saqlain, 44, who has worked as 
spin consultant/coach with dif-
ferent teams including England, 
West Indies, New Zealand urged 
countries to have budgets to have 
regular permanent spin coaches 
with their teams.

“Their is also a need to have 
permanent spin coaches at do-
mestic level and the junior lev-
els.”

Saqlain had no doubt that spin-
ners would have a vital role to 
play in the upcoming World T20 
Cup in UAE and Oman provided 
the conditions remained dry.

“Role of spinners in the sub-
continent and UAE is always 
vital but there is no dew factor 
because a lot of matches are held 
under lights.

“If there is no dew factor they 
will dominate in dry conditions 
but to do this they must be class 
bowlers with a very good set of 
skills. It is all about bowlers who 
try to get away with just bowling 
economically and those who try 
to take wickets as well.”

Saqlain said that a spin bowler 
loses his bite, drifts in dew condi-
tions and it becomes difficult to 
also grip the ball.

To a question, he had no doubt 
that India’s surgence in world 
cricket was due to the number of A 
team tours they arranged for their 
fringe players in the last 10-years.

“Pakistan cricket has suffered a 
lot because of no international crick-
et at home but India has done the 
right thing by investing on its un-
der-19 and A team tours. I remem-
ber I was working in England for like 
four summers and once in Australia 
and every year I saw some Indian 
team touring those countries.”

South Korean Missing 
After Fall While Scaling 
Pakistani Peak
Agencies

ISLAMABAD: A famous South Ko-
rean climber fell into a crevasse 
and went missing over the week-
end in bad weather after scaling 
another mountain peak in north-
ern Pakistan, a mountaineering 
official said Tuesday.

Kim Hong Bin was descend-
ing after having reached the 
8,047-meter (26,400-foot) high 
Broad Peak in Pakistan’s north 
Karakoram Range on Sunday, said 
Karrar Haidri, the secretary of the 
Pakistan Alpine Club.

With the summit, the 57-year-
old Kim had scaled all of the 
world’s 14 highest summits, 
becoming the first person with 
disability to do so. In 1991, while 
climbing in Alaska, he suffered 
severe frostbite and had all his 
fingers amputated.

While descending from the 
peak with several other moun-
taineers on Sunday, Kim slipped 
and fell down the Chinese side of 
the mountain, according to Haidri.

“Since then no information is 
available about him,” the official 
said, adding that a search mission 
is being planned.

In Seoul, the Foreign Ministry 
said Pakistan has promised to 
send a helicopter to find Kim as 
soon as weather conditions al-
low the flight. Spokesman Choi 
Young-sam said China has also 
agreed to make efforts to locate 

the climber.
South Korean President Moon Jae-

in — who had earlier issued a message 
congratulating Kim on scaling of the 
world’s 14 highest summits — said 
that he’ll pray for Kim’s safe return.

“There are some reports spec-
ulating his death, but the infor-
mation is not clear and I’m not 
abandoning hopes” that he’s still 
alive, Moon tweeted. “I’ll earnest-
ly wait for the news of his safe re-
turn with my people to the end.”

Kim’s successes include 
world’s highest, Mount Everest 
on the China-Nepal border, and 
Pakistan’s K2, the second-highest, 
which like Broad Peak is also in 
the Karakoram Range. Disability 
never became a hurdle for Kim, 
Haidri said, and did not stand in 
the way of his passion.

The other mountaineers, who 
had in vain tried to find Kim, were 
safe and were descending amid bad 
weather. The South Korean Embas-
sy in Islamabad was also organizing 
a search mission, he added.

“We do not want to speculate” 
on Kim’s fate, Haidri told The As-
sociated Press, refusing to com-
ment reports on Twitter that the 
climber had died.

Ghulam Muhammad, the 
owner of Blue Sky Expedition 
tour operating company who ar-
ranged the expedition for Kim, 
also confirmed an “unfortunate 
incident” when the South Korean 
was returning to base camp.
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Don't Compare IPL With 2000-plus Domestic Cricket Games: BCCI Secy Jay Shah
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: There is a world of 
difference between organising 60 
Indian Premier League matches 
and 2000-plus domestic games, 
said BCCI secretary Jay Shah as he 
rejected "unfair and unwarranted" 
criticism that the Board prioritised 
the cash-rich event over national 
tournaments like the Ranji Trophy. 

Last year, the blue riband Ranji 
Trophy as well as junior cricket were 
not held because of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the operational dif-
ficulties of creating a bio-secure en-
vironment for thousands of players 
and support staff.

While players lost out on signifi-
cant earnings, the BCCI copped a lot 
of flak for too much focus on the 
cash-rich league.

"I feel the criticism is unwar-
ranted and unfair. In 2020 as well, 
in the middle of the pandemic, we 
conducted Syed Mushtaq Ali tourna-
ment, Vijay Hazare tournament and 

Senior Women's One-day tourna-
ment taking all precautions," Shah, 
who was in Muscat and Dubai, to 
oversee T20 World Cup and IPL 
preparations, was quoted as saying 

by "Gulf News".
Shah said the number of matches 

and required logistics between two 
tournaments are incomparable.

"It won't be a fair assessment if 
IPL is compared with other Indian 
domestic tournaments. The IPL has 
a franchise model and a platform for 
the world's best cricketers, coaches, 
support staff to come and showcase 
their skills.

"The Indian domestic season has 
over 2000 games, whereas the IPL 
has 60 matches. With a cricketing 
set-up as big and as diverse as In-
dia's, it is not easy to conduct a full 
season when so many states are 
grappling with COVID caseloads," 
Shah explained.

In case of IPL, it's always been a 
seven-week affair while an entire 
domestic season with men, women's 

and age-group cricket takes around 
six months to be completed with 38 
teams in fray.

"You also have to factor in the time 
taken to have an entire domestic sea-
son and the travel that is included. 
They are putting their lives at risk, 
which should never be the case. It is 
not ideal to have age-group tourna-
ments in such an environment and 
put careers of young cricketers at risk," 
Shah reasoned about not having any 
U-19 or U-16 tournaments last year.

"However, with the situation im-
proving, we have announced a full 
season comprising 2127 domestic 
games across age groups for both 
men and women," he said.

The BCCI has recently published 
the dates of the full domestic season 
that starts in September this year 
and ends in April next year.
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