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K& state

DELINEATING DELIMITATION =
The 24 June all-party meeting was described g PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, l'.'.c-'
by some as ‘agenda-less”. It seems, BEACON BOOKED FOR SUBSTANDARD WORK

however, there was an agenda after all: New J

Delhi wanted to expedite the delimitation ]
process - which had started in spring 2020
after New Delhi constituted the Delimitation

HUSBAND, HIS FATHER HELD OVER
PREGNANT WOMAN’S ‘MURDER’
The Jammu and Kashmir police arrested two persons

including father-in-law and husbhand of a woman for
allegedly setting her on fire and murdering her.

The anti-corruption bureau (ACB) has registered a case
against BEACON authorities and proprietors of a private
construction company for laying sub-standard macadam

Dalai Lama Birthday

Chinese Troops Oppose
Events In Ladakh

Rains Bring
Respite From
Heat Wave

Agencies
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Never let success get to
your head and never let
failure get to your heart.

—Drake
99-

Authorities Seal Martyrs'
Graveyard In Srinagar

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir continued to have re-
spite from the scorching heat
on Tuesday as the mercury re-
mained below normal in most

R = S

places amid more rains.
IED Defused According  to  the India
In Qazi gund Meteorological Department, the

respite is likely to continue as
rain or cloudy weather is likely
to persist for the next few days.
For next 24 hours, “wide-
spread light rain or thunder-
showers over Kashmir Valley
and scattered light rain or
thundershowers over Jammu
division”, have been forecast
while isolated ® More On P10

SRINAGAR: Police and central
forces on Tuesday evening detected
an Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) in Qazigund in South Kashmir’s
Kulgam district.

Official sources said that the IED
was found near a railway track in
Damjan area of Mir Bazaar and was
later defused by the Bomb Disposal
Squad which was rushed to the area.
There was no loss or life or any dam-

Agencies opposition to the celebra-
tions by the Indian villagers,

they said.

"However, the administra-
tion till this evening has not re-

Press Trust Of India The National Conference (NC)

and the PDP had applied to the

NEW DELHI: Chinese sol-

age reported while the device was SRINAGAR: Authorities sealed  Srinagar district magistrate for  sponded to our repeated calls, Two Detained Under diers protested the birth- The issue was brought to

destroyed. (GNS) off the martyrs' graveyard inthe  permission to visit the graveyard  NC spokesperson Imran Nabi PSA In Ramban day celebrations of Tibetan the notice of the Indian se-

4 Gamblers Held In old city area here on Tuesday  for paying tributes to the martyrs  Dar had said in a statement. Buddhist religious leader  curity forces by the villagers
y to prevent people from assem-  of 1931 but they were not allowed. The party took strong excep- Press Trust Of India Dalai Lama by villagersinthe  and locals.

Kulgam: Police bling to commemorate the kill- The NC on Monday had ac- tion to the measure and de- Demchok area of Ladakh. The Chinese troops were

SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday ing of 22 people, who were pro-  cused the administration of using  cried the dilly-dallying tactics BANIHAL: Two persons were The  Chinese  troops stationed close to the Indus

River towards Chinese territo-

claimed to have arrested four
burglarsin araid in Qaimoh area of
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
Mohammad Altaf Dar, Mubarak
Ahmad Dar, Bilal Ahmad Dar, all resi-
dent of Qaimoh and Jahangir Ahmad
Dar of Khanabal in Anantnag district

testing against the autocratic
rule in Jammu and Kashmir, by
Dogra forces on this day in 1931.

The entry to the graveyard in-
side Nagshband sahib Shrine in
Khawaja Bazaar near Nowhatta
was sealed and security forces

dilly-dallying tactics of not allow-
ing the party leaders to offer hom-
age to the July 13, 1931 martyrs.
The party said it had sought
permission from the adminis-
tration to offer 'Fateha' (spe-
cial prayers) and floral tributes

of the government, calling it
unfortunate.

Dar said the party had de-
cided to refrain from holding a
big commemorative function at
the spot because of the ongoing
pandemic and Covid SOPs.

detained on Tuesday under
the stringent Public Safety
Act (PSA) for their alleged
involvement in  unlawful
and anti-national activities
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ramban district, officials said.

showed banners and posters
to the Indian villagers who
were celebrating the birth-
day of the Dalai Lama, said
Army sources.

The banners and posters
carried by the Chinese troops

ry while the celebrations were
on the other side, sources said.
On earlier occasions also,
the Chinese have been op-
posing Dalai Lama birthday
celebrations in Ladakh.

were deployed around the area The latest ® More On P10
to prevent anyone going inside,

officials said.

at Mazar-e Shohada (martyrs' The People's Democratic
graveyard) at Khawaja Bazaar  Party also said @ More On P10
area of the city here.

A police team served two
hardcore criminals with no-
tices under @ More On P10

were arrested by a police teamona apparently were about their

specific information generated from
reliable sources ® More On P10

Bear, 2 Cubs
Rescued In Tangmarg

SRINAGAR: A female bear and her
two cubs on Tuesday were rescued
by the officials of wildlife depart-
ment in Tangmarg area of Baramulla
district. Early Tuesday morning, the

Re-Registration Of Non-J&K Vehicles

HC Seeks Govt's Response

On Contempt Petition You Deserve

locals in Dardpora village of Kunzer Agencies re-registration of the  which the department

spotted a female bear and her cubs vehicles with outside can realize “tax again”

roaming around the habitation, SRINAGAR:  Jammu numberand levyingto- on a motor vehicle on

reports said. The villagers instantly and Kashmir High kentax onthemin]J&K.  whichallife time tax has I H E A | I I HE N I '
informed the police, following which Court has issued a no- A division bench of already been paid in a

cops from Kunzer police station and tice to Commissioner/  Chief Justice Pankaj different state.

officials of the Wildlife Department
from Tangmarg @ More On P10

Secretary to Transport
Department, Transport
Commissioner and in-

Mithal and Justice
Sanjay Dhar issued the
notice, observing that

In the contempt pe-
tition, the petitioner
through senior counsel

: . charge RTO Kashmir the statement of facts, Faisal Qadiri, contend-
Police Slal.)sl Fine on a contempt petition  filed by the Transport ed that circular issued
On 2866 Violators on a fresh circular on  Department, do not re- by the Commissioner/

SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday said June 10 this year on vealthe provisionunder  Secretary ® More On P10

that a fine of over Rs 3 lakh was

recovered from 2866 people across A —

the Kashmir Valley for violating vari- . . PDD To Install 45000

et | | Favourable Regime Poles To Improve

here, a police spokesperson said that Shielded Salahuddin’s Sons’ | Power Supply

inits continued efforts to curb the

outbreak of 2nd wave of coronavirus, Observer News Service  not identify the ‘fa- Observer News Service

afine tothe tune of Rs 3, 64,475 has vourable regime’.

been realized ® More On P10 NEW DELHI: Syed The revelations came SRINAGAR: In a major push
Ahmad Shakeel a day after PDP chief towards power reforms,

Shooting Stone and Shahid Yusuf, and former J&K chief | the Jammu and Kashmir

Iniures BRO Labourer two sons of Hizbul minister = Mehbooba power development de

Mujahideen supremo
Syed Salahuddin were
“actively involved in
terror-funding” but all
evidence on file was
buried, and facts sup-

Mufti questioned the
sacking of Salahuddin’s
sons asking how they
could be persecuted for
actions of their father
without an enquiry.

partment (PDD) is install-
ing 45000 poles and con-
ductor wire over 10 kms
and other infrastructure
in coming days in order
to improve the electricity

SRINAGAR: A Border Roads Orga-
nization (BRO) labourer on Tuesday
sustained injuries after being hitby a
shooting stone in central Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district.

o~
The labourer identified as Abdul pressed “due to a fa- Syed Salahuddin supply in Kashmir Valley. 5
Majeed Wani was injured aftera vourable regime”, gov-  is named a Specially These details were shared S
shooting stone hit himin Rayil area ernment sources have  Designated Global by Chief Engineer PDD o
of Kangan, reports said. The injured disclosed, according to  Terrorist by the US with Advisor to Lieutenant a

man was taken to the Primary
Health Centre (PHC) Sonmarg for
treatment. ® More On P10

Governor, Baseer Ahmad
Khan, during the latter’s
Visit to @ More On P10

media reports here.
They however did

Department Of State
and in India @ More On P10

Kashmir

Youth Goes Missing ..MONSOON RAINS

In Sopore, Famil . .

Urges Return LG Asks JMC To Ease Difficulties Of People
Observer News Service immediately mobilize avail-

Agencies able human resources and }
JAMMU: Lieutenant field functionaries to ease

SRINAGAR: The family members Governor, Manoj Sinha out the difficulties of the

of a 22-year-old missing youth on Tuesday asked Jammu people arising due to mon-

here have urged their son to re- Municipal Corporation soon rains, and strengthen

turn home and appealed to the (JMC) to immediately mo- the drainage system in or-

general public and police to help bilize available human der to avoid any such situa-

them in tracing him. The youth, resources and field func- tion in future.

identified as Tanveer Ahmad tionaries to ease out the dif- Make continuous im- f

Waza, son of Abdul Rasheed ficulties of the people aris- provements in the work- 100%: PURE PASHM IN A

Waza of Kushaal Matoo of ing due to monsoon rains, ing of the Municipal

Sopore in Baramulla district
went missing last week.
Tanveer’s family said that
soon after he left home, they
tried to contact him, but
couldn't get any response.
“We called our relatives and
his friends but could not
find him anywhere,” he said,
while appealing ® More On P10

and strengthen the drain-
age system in order to avoid
any such situation in future.

The LG passed direc-
tions to a delegation led
by JMC Mayor, Chander
Mohan Gupta, who called
on the LG here at Raj
Bhavan on Tuesday, an of-
ficial spokesperson said.

Corporation for ensuring
better service delivery to
the people,” the LG said, as
per official spokesperson.
Deputy Mayor, Purnima
Sharma and councilors of
the JMC, he said, submit-
ted a memorandum of
concerning issues and de-
mands @ More On P10

The LG, he said, advised
the Mayor and the Deputy
Mayor to take compre-
hensive measures to make
Jammu more sustainable
and a structured city.
Sinha, he said, also
asked the JMC Mayor to

lasued in the pubdic interest by
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one. Shri: Gul Sarwar S/o: Ghulam Mohammad
Wani R/0: Rangeen Kultreh Budgam owner of
lation of hire purchase Agreement shall be filed in writing in the
office of the Assistant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
vehicle bearing Registration No:JKO4E-4497 for
cancellation of hire purchase agreement with
within a period of 12 days from the date of publication of this no-
tice in the daily newspaper .

TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM KASHMIR
NOTICE

Whereas an application has been recieved from
M/S J&K Bank ltd B/U Wanpora. .vl
Now therefore it is notified for the information of
the general public that objections if any to the proposed cancel-
No. ARTO/ BUDGAM.1025

Dated 13/07/2021 Assistant Regional Transport officer
MCB Budgam Kashmir

Before the Honble Court Of
Additional District Judge at
- ) Sopore.

1. Gh Mohammad Yatoo S/0 Late Haji Wali Mohmad Ya-
too 2. Nissar Ahad Yatoo

3. Hilal Ahamd Yatoo

Both sons of Gh Mohamad Yatoo All residents of Now-
pora Sopore Distt Baramulla (Caveators)

VERSUS

Public In General
(Non-Caveators)

In The Matter Of : Caveat Under Sec 148 -A CPC
That the applicant/caveators a re the residents of Now-
pora Sopore, are constructing their shopping complex

at Nowpora Mundi Bypass road with proper permission

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER BUDGAM KASHMIR
NOTICE

N Where as a joint application has
! I been recieved from owner. ;

%' Shri: Gul Hassan Khan S/o:  Gh- |

- ulam Hassan Khan R/o: Beerwah
. Budgam as Transferor) & Shri.

Ashiq Habib Bhat S/o Habibullah

Bhat R/o Paimas Budgam as Transferee) for transfer of Tipper
Carriage route permit No.978/Gc/ Budgam vehicle No. JKO4A
-9901 As well as HPA Cancellation with J & K Bank Ltd B/U Beer-
wah And HPA Endorsement with Raouri Hire Purchase & Finance
Ltd. B/u Jammu.

Now it is therefore notified for general information
that objections, if any to the proposed transfer of the said route
permit/vehicle shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assis-
tant Regional Transport office ARTO Budgam within a period of
07 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily

from the concerned authorities, and applicants are not
aware, that who will approach before the honble court
with application, suit or litigation as such are publishing
the same in the nes paper . If any persons approaches
before the honble court against the caveators, the ca-
vetors may kindly be provided an opportunity of being
heard before any order is passed against the cavetors.
The address for the cavetors are Mohammad Ashraf
Bhat ( Advocate) Chamber No 19 Add. Distt & Session
Court Sopore

SD/

LC Advocate Mohammad Ashraf Bhat

website:http://jkpsc.nic.in
email;jkpscsecretary@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Name of Son has been wrongly written
in school records as Mujtaba Ayoub S/0 Mo-
hammad Ayoub Sofi R/0 Mazhama while his
correct name is Mujtaba Nabi S/0 Ghulam
Nabi Sofi R/0 Mazhama which needs im-
meidate correction. If anybody having any
obection in this regard he/she may file hsi/
her objection in the office of the Headmaster
Govt Middle School Chakpora or Block Zonal
Education Officer Sumbal within a period fo
seven days from the date of publication of
this notice. After that no objection shall be
entertained.

Ghulam Nabi Sofi

tion will be entertained.
Name : Mohammad Agib Mir
S/0 : Abdul Rehman Mir R/0

PUBLIC NOTICE
| have lost of my driving license
bearing License No JK18 2016
0011803 AND DOB 08/02/1995
. Now | want to apply its du-
plicate if anybody having any
objection in this regard He/She
May contact office of the ARTO
Kulgam within the period of
seven days after that no objec-
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F/0 Mujtaba Nabi : Batingoo Qazigund Kulgam “ . . s
R/0 Mazahama Magam BvG || RNA e/ Dependent‘f”,f/?d,«ld/dfgfv -eﬁﬁ
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found please contact on 6005606334 Other- - 3206 202100213 20 . 1 CE
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the office of the Regional Transport Kupwara
wihtin a period of seven days from the date of
publication of this notice. After that no objec-
tion shall be entertain.

Bilal Ahamd Khan

S/0 Nasarullah Khan

R/0 Utingroo Qaziabad
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Solina Srinagar, Kashmir - 190001

JAMMU AND KASHMIR PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Jammu: G191-2566528 ( f)2566530
Srinagar:0194-2312629(f) 2312631
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AUTHORITIES ON TUESDAY IMPOSED RESTRICTIONS in Downtown Srinagar as
Kashmir marked the Martyrs Day. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Harwan Horror...

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir police arrested two
persons including father-in-
law and husband of a woman
for allegedly setting her on fire
and murdering her.

Brother of the deceased
woman, Mehraj-ud-din said
that his sister, Haseena Akhar,
who was pregnant and was a
mother of a 3-year-old child
was set on fire by her husband
Mubashir Ahmad dar and his
father, Abdul Rahman Dar of
New Theed Harwan on Satur-
day morning.

The relatives of the deceased
woman said that they had al-

Husband, His Father Held Over
Pregnant Woman 5 ‘Murder’

ready lodged a complaint in
2015 against her in-laws as
they were harassing her from
day one after marriage.

The family said that the de-
ceased was admitted to SK
Institute of Medical institute
(SKIMS), Soura, with critical
burn injuries.

The husband Mubashir and
father-in-law Dar had claimed

THE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED WOMAN SAID THAT

they had already lodged a complaint in 2015 against her in-laws as they were
harassing her from day one after marriage.

that she committed suicide by
setting herself ablaze at their
residence at New Theed Har-
wan in Srinagar. They said that
Akhtar later succumbed to her
injures at the hospital.

However, the family mem-
bers of the woman staged a
protest, alleging that Akhtar
was murdered by her husband
and father-in-law. “The father-
in-law of the woman was forc-
ing his son to divorce her. They
both used to torture her for one
or another reason,” they alleged.

Meanwhile, police have ar-
rested Mubashir and his fa-
ther, Abdul Rahman Dar and
registered a case to investigate
the matter.
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TPO Kashmir Signs MoU With
WRI-India On Development
Of Srinagar Metropolitan Area

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Town Planning
Organization Kashmir (TPO),
Housing & Urban Development
Department (H&UDD), Tuesday
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with WRI-
India that has been mandated to
provide technical services and
other expertise towards urban
development of Srinagar Metro-
politan Area.

The MoU was signed in pres-
ence of Principal Secretary
H&UDD, Dheeraj Gupta between
Chief Town Planner Kashmir,
Iftikhar Ahmad Hakim and Se-
nior Manager WRI-India, Surya
Prakash.

Pertinently, the mandate of
WRI India is to play as an anchor
institute on the LAP-TPS Scheme
under Atal Mission for Rejuvena-
tion and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT), Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs to support pilot
cities in legislative reviews, area
identification, planning and de-
velopment, and capacity building.

Speaking on the occasion, Prin-
cipal Secretary termed the sign-
ing of the agreement as a proud
moment and called an important
beginning towards town plan-
ning development in Kashmir.

He reaffirmed government's
commitment to provide all pos-
sible support with respect to bet-
ter quality of living in planned
agglomerates. He added that
Srinagar city has been chosen
among 25 cities selected under
pilot project in India by Ministry
of Housing & Urban Affairs under
AMRUT Scheme.

“The work for structural urban
planning has been initiated and
the need is to take it forward
rigorously where urban develop-

ment can be used as a new tool to
benefit both people and the gov-
ernment besides it will also bring
economic benefits to the region,”
Dheeraj Gupta maintained.

Quoting the example of proj-
ects like ring-roads in Srinagar,
he said these projects have huge
potential of new townships for
which the need would be to
provide better quality of living,
housing and other spaces.

He impressed upon all the
stakeholders to work together
in planning the development of
urban centers in order to create
beautiful residential and com-
mercial settlements in Srinagar
Metropolitan Area.

Earlier, a sensitization work-
shop on pilot formulation of Lo-
cal Areas Plan (LAP) and Town
Planning Scheme (TPS) was
conducted where experts and
officers from Town Planning, IN-
TACH Kashmir chapter, officers
from development authorities
and Revenue department besides
experts and specialists from vari-
ous universities participated.

The interactive session delib-
erated on several issues with
respect to urban development
like demographic paradigm shift,
increase in urban population,
retrofit and re-development and
increase in capacity building by
taking innovative measures.

The experts and officers dis-
cussed useful aspects of LAP and
TPS to the public, businesses, de-
velopment authorities besides
Government and the environment.

The workshop opined that LAP
and TPS can build the govern-
ment's brand image and create
tourism potential for particular
areas besides ensuring develop-
ment of industries and employ-
ment generation.

Cluster Univers

ity On Course

To Implement NEP-2020:
Vlce Chancellor

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Cluster Univer-
sity Srinagar is in the process
of implementing a series of re-
forms to improve the academic
and administrative functioning
of the constituent colleges in
line with the National Education
Policy (NEP-2020).

This was stated by Vice Chan-
cellor of the varsity, Prof. (Dr.)
Qayyum Husain during his
visit to Government College for
Women, M.A. Road here.

The Vice Chancellor sought
cooperation of all the stake-
holders, especially the princi-
pals and staff of the constituent
colleges, to transform the varsi-
ty into a world class institution
of higher learning.

Stating that introduction
of industry and job oriented
courses is the need of the hour,
Prof. Qayyum suggested starting
programmes in Tourism and In-
terior Designing.

Flagging the skill develop-
ment as a priority area, he said,
“We will explore the possibility
of raising necessary funds from
our own resources while also
seeking contributions from the
corporate sector.”

Underlining the need for
faculty development, the Vice
Chancellor said that the varsity
shall encourage teachers to ap-
ply for faculty exchange pro-

grammes to gain international
exposure.

He said the university will be
promoting cultural and literary
events besides giving impetus
to various intra and inter-uni-
versity sports activities.

Referring to his decision to
constitute centralised commit-
tees, Prof. Qayyum said, “This
will help set up a proper struc-
ture and system so that the
faculty from the constituent
colleges can contribute more
productively to the upliftment
of the university.”

He said the university is look-
ing to introduce PG and research
programmes in more disciplines
for which the requisite infra-
structure and manpower shall
be made available.

Earlier in her welcome ad-
dress, Principal of Govt. College
for Women, M.A. Road, Prof.
(Dr.) Yasmeen Ashai said that
the college is an integral part of
Cluster University and reiterat-
ed the commitment of the staff
to contribute in its growth and
development.

In a detailed presentation
about the functioning of the col-
lege, Coordinator of the college’s
Internal Quality Assurance Cell,
Prof. Raashid A. Malik referred
to recent initiatives including
setting up of state-of-art skill
and research hubs, innovation
and incubation centre.

Info Dept Artists

I Enthral Visitors

At Kashmir Haat

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The artists of Cultur-
al Wing of DIPR Srinagar Tues-
day enthralled the visitors by
presenting a variety of cultural
programmes at Kashmir Haat,
during ongoing Craft Mela.

The 15 day Mela has been
organised by the Directorate
of Handicrafts and Handlooms
and inaugurated by Lieutenant
Governor of UT of J&K, Manoj
Sinha on 10th July.

The event is aimed at pro-
moting footfall at the Kashmir
Haat and to give a boost to the
local products.

Making the exhibition multi-

dimensional and colourful,
artists of Cultural Unit includ-
ing various renowned young
artists enthralled visitors with
their colourful programmes.
During the programme art-
ists including Athar Balpuri, GM.
Anzwali, G. M. Khanday, Mush-
taq Saznawaz, H. A. Mattoo and
other budding artists gave their
best to entertain the visitors.
The audience lauded the choice,
collection and presentation of the
items by artists on the occasion.
According to the Cultural Officer
Kashmir, Tawheed Ahmed cul-
tural unit will continue to perform
and represent a variety of pro-
grammes during the Exhibition.

Training Courses
lnaugurated At IMPA

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Director General,
J&K Institute of Management,
Public Administration and Ru-
ral Development (IMPARD),
Saurabh Bhagat, Tuesday in-
augurated two Secretariat As-
sistants Training courses at IM-
PARD Main Campus, Srinagar.

During the courses, 96 Senior
Assistants and 107 Junior Assis-
tants would be imparted train-
ing for two months as frontline
functionaries of the government.

These officials belong to de-
partments of Rural Development,
Horticulture, School Education,
Social Welfare and others".

The programmes are be-
ing coordinated by Dr Rukaya
Amin, Associate Professor and
Nighat Ameen, Research Officer
respectively.

In his inaugural address, Di-
rector General stressed upon
importance of training mod-
ules for the cutting edge level

officials as various rules and
regulation have changed as far
as J&K Reorganization Act, 2019
is concerned.

Bhagat informed the partici-
pants that this year IMPA will
try it's best to give exposure to
2400 officers at national level. He
called upon the trainees to gain
maximum benefit from the train-
ing courses so that the knowledge
imparted through these modules
would be used to further stream-
line their administrative skills
and promotion prospects.

He added that the interaction
among the trainees will have a
long lasting impact on their mu-
tual relation and will bring more
positivity in their work culture.

Director Trainings Kashmir,
Dr. Mushtaq A.Khan, empha-
sized upon the participants to
work hard for ensuing promo-
tions by passing the examina-
tion conducted by JKPSC.

Nighat Amin, Research Of-
ficer, presented vote of thanks.

SMC Launches Anti-
Encroachment Drive

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration’s Anti Encroachment squad
Tuesday visited various areas of Sri-
nagar city including Karan Nagar, Kaak
Sarai, Soura ,Baghaat, Sanat Nagar,
Byepass ,Hyderpora, Gogji Bagh, Wa-
zir Bagh,and its adjoining areas to con-
duct anti Encroachment drive.

The drive was conducted un-
der the supervision of Chief Anti
Encroachment Officer Umar Din
who was accompanied by Anti En-

croachment squad.

“An action against encroachments
along mains roads and markets was
taken during the drive by seizing
and removing goods displayed by
street vendors and shopkeepers
outside their shops on spot.

“A campaign to remove unauthor-
ised advertising ,hoardings, boards,
plastic banners in the city was also
launched on the occasion.”

Hundreds of unauthorised adver-
tising boards and hoardings were
brought down during the drive.

Depts Asked To Ensure Availability Of
Basic Amenities Ahead Of Eid

SRINAGAR: Ahead of Eid-ul-Adha,
the Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) has directed all the
departments to ensure adequate
facilities to the people on eve of
the festival of Sacrifice.
Addressing a presser, SMC
Commissioner Athar Amir said
that the Jal Shakti department
was directed to ensure adequate
water supply to the consumers
across Srinagar while the Power
Development Department (PDD)

& WE WILL ENSURE

that the people will not suffer

due to black-marketing
and over charging of essential

commodities ahead of the Eid,”
officials were asked to ensure ad-

equate electricity to the people.

He said that the authorities will
ensure that waste of sacrificial
animals are not thrown in water
bodies and in open roads, adding

Ahmad Wani S/o  Ali Mohammad Wani
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This Day in History

982- King Otto Il and his Frankish army
defeated in pitched battle with Muslim army
of al-Qasim at Cape Colonna, Southern Italy
1223- Louis VIII becomes King of France upon
the death of his father, Philip Il

1420- Battle at Vitkov Zizka's hill (Prague):
Taboriets beat Bohemia

PRAYERS

1714- Battle of Aland, Russian fleet FAJR
overpowers larger Swedish naval force .

1789- Bastille Day - the French Revolution begins 3 48
with the storming of the Bastille Prison in Paris ZUHR
(now celebrated as France's national day)

1853- New Zealand holds its first general election ]2 36
1863- Battle of Falling Waters, Maryland

(Beaver Creek) ASR
1864 - Gold is discovered in Helena, Montana 535
1865 - English mountaineer Edward Whymper .
leads first expedition to climb the Matterhorn

(four die on the descent) MAGRIB
1891 - John T Smith patents corkboard 747
1914 - Robert Goddard is granted the first )
patent for liquid-fueled rocket design ISHA

1933 - All non-Nazi parties are banned in Germany
1938 - Benito Mussolini publishes anti-
Jewish/African manifesto

1945 - Battleship USS South Dakota is 1st US
ship to bombard Japan

1957 - Soviet steamer "Eshghbad" sinks in
Caspian Sea, drowning 270

1958 - General Abdul K Kassem forms a military
government in Iraq overthrowing the monarchy.
1959 - USS Long Beach, first nuclear powered
cruiser launched at Quincy, Mass

1965 - Israeli/Jordanian border fights

1965 - US Mariner IV, 1st Mars probe, passes
at 6,100 miles (9,800 km)

1967 - Surveyor 4 launched to Moon; explodes
just before landing

1969 - The United States $500, $1,000,
$5,000 and $10,000 bills are officially
withdrawn from circulation.

1972 - USSR performs underground nuclear Test
1976 - USSR banishes dissident Andrei
Amalrik to Netherlands

1977 - US House establishes permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence

1983 - Mario Bros. is first released by
Nintendo in Japan as an arcade game about
an Italian-American plumber

1984 - STS 41-D vehicle moves to Vandenberg
AFB for remanifest of payloads

1984 - USSR performs nuclear Test at Eastern
Kazakh/Semipalitinsk USSR

1986 - NASA's plan to implement
recommendations of Rogers commission

1987 - Taiwan ends 37 years of martial law
1988 - 200,000 demonstrate in Soviet
Armenia for incorporation of Nagorno-Karabak
1991 - Failed military coup in Mali

2012 - Suicide bomber attacks a wedding
reception and kills 22 people and inures 22 in
northern Afghanistan

2014- The death toll from the West African
Ebola outbreak passes 500

2014- The Egyptian government propose a
cease fire in the Israel-Gaza conflict

2014 - After 7 days, Israel has struck Gaza 1320
times, while Gaza has fired 940 rockets at Israel
2015 - Scientists from the Large Hadron
Collider announce the discovery of a new
particle called the pentaquark

2015 - Arms deal agreed between 6 world
powers and Iran limiting Iranian nuclear arms
but ending sanctions

0:25
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that it will also ensure that the Co-
vid Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) are followed in letter and
spirit on the eve of the holy festival.
SMC Commissioner said that
strict action will be taken against
those who are found involved in
black-marketing. “We will ensure
that the people will not suffer due
to black-marketing and over charg-
ing of essential commodities ahead
of the Eid,” he said, saying that this
was decided in a meeting today.

Budgam owner of the vehicle bearing Registration no JK04F-2073. §
For Cancellation of Hire Purchase Agreement with M/s J& K Bank Ltd
B/U Residency Road Srinagar . Now it is therefore, notified for
general information those objections. If any, to the proposed Cancellation of Hire
Purchase Agreement Shall be filed in writing in the office of the Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Budgam within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice
in the daily Tamil Irshad
No: 1043/ARTO/Bud
AR. kps

Dated: 13.07.2021
Sd/-Assistant Regional Transport Officer Budgam

Patil Says No Fresh Invitation
Hurriyat Calls For Emergency Meeting

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - : A day after Home Minister Shivraj Patil ruled
out fresh invitation to the Hurriyat Conference for resump-
tion of talks on Kashmir issue, moderate faction of the con-
glomerate has convened an emergency meeting here on
Tuesday to discuss the issue.

Chairman of the Hurriyat Mirwaiz Umer Farooq has con-
vened an emergency meeting of all its three bodies includ-
ing the Executive Working Committee and General Council on
Tuesday, sources in the conglomerate said.

Patil, who was here to review the security scenario in the
state especially for the ongoing Amarnath yatra, told report-
ers that no fresh invitation would be extended to Hurriyat
Conference for talks but those who are willing to talk were
always welcome.

[ don't know what you mean by fresh invitation. Hurriyat
has already had two rounds of talks with the centre and New
Delhi is ready to talk to all those people and groups who come
forward,"” he had said in response to queries by reporters.

"Our doors are open for all those who want to talk but in-
vitation will be extended to none. Restoration of peace was
New Delhi's top most priority and for that doors of dialogue
are open for all," he had said.

(Kashmir Observer, 14 July, 2005)
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Guillain-Barre Syndrome: FDA
Flags ‘Small’ Risk With J&] Jab

Agencies

nited States regulators
l | have added a new warn-

ing to Johnson & Johnson’s
COVID-19 vaccine about links to
arare and potentially dangerous
neurological reaction.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) announced the new
warning on Monday, flagging re-
ports of Guillain-Barre syndrome,
an immune system disorder that
can cause muscle weakness and
occasionally paralysis. Health of-
ficials described the side effect as
a “small possible risk” for those
getting the shot.

The new warning will be in-
cluded in pamphlets given to
people getting the Johnson &
Johnson shot. They should seek
medical attention if they experi-
ence any symptoms, which in-
clude tingling sensations, trou-
ble walking and double vision,
the regulators said.

The action comes after the
FDA and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
reviewed reports of about 100
people developing the syn-
drome after receiving the one-
dose vaccine. Almost all of them
were hospitalised and one per-
son died, the FDA said.

Guillain-Barre syndrome oc-
curs when the body’s immune
system mistakenly attacks some
of its nerve cells, causing muscle
weakness and sometimes paral-
ysis that typically is temporary.

An estimated 3,000 to 6,000
people in the United States de-
velop the syndrome each year,
according to the CDC.

The number of cases reported
in connection with Johnson &
Johnson’s vaccine represents
a tiny fraction of the nearly 13
million people in the US who
have received the jab. Most cas-
es were reported in men — most-
ly those who were 50 years old
and above - and usually about
two weeks after vaccination.

Johnson & Johnson said in a
statement it has been discuss-
ing the reports with the FDA and
other health regulators around
the world.

The CDC said it would ask its
panel of outside vaccine experts
to review the issue at an upcom-
ing meeting.

The government said the vac-
cines most used in the US, made
by Pfizer and Moderna, show no
risk of the disorder after more
than 320 million doses have
been administered.

Vaccines historically provide
broad protection with little risk
but come with occasional side
effects just like other drugs and
medical therapies. The three
COVID-19 vaccines used in the
US were each tested in tens of
thousands of people, but even
such huge studies cannot rule
out extremely rare side effects.

The CDC and the FDA have
been monitoring side effect re-
ports submitted by physicians,
drugmakers and patients to a
federal vaccine safety database.

Guillain-Barre can be triggered
by a number of infections, includ-
ing flu, cytomegalovirus and Zika
virus. But there have been rare
cases in which people develop
the disorder days or weeks after
receiving certain vaccines.

Death Sentences In Bahrain
‘Dramatically Escalated’

Since 2011

AL JAZEERA

he use of the death penalty in
TBahrain has dramatically esca-

lated over the past decade, spe-
cifically since the 2011 Arab Spring
uprising, a new report has found.

Death sentences in the small Gulf
archipelago have risen by more than
600 percent, with at least 51 people
ordered executed since anti-govern-
ment protests erupted in 2011, ac-
cording to a joint report published
on Tuesday by anti-death penalty
and human rights group Reprieve
and the Bahrain Institute for Rights
and Democracy (BIRD).

Seven people were sentenced to
death in the previous decade, the re-
port found. The joint report noted the
use of torture, especially in “terror” relat-
ed death penalty cases, was particularly
widespread, despite pledges for human
rights reform by the government.

Some 88 percent of men executed
in Bahrain since 2011 were con-
victed of “terror” charges, and 100
percent of these individuals alleged
torture, the report found.

Today, some 26 men are facing
imminent execution on death row,
11 of whom allege torture by Bah-
raini authorities. According to court
documents, this includes individuals
whose convictions were based on false
torture “confessions”, the report said.

It noted the United Nations
Committee Against Torture raised
concerns about “the widespread
acceptance by judges of forced con-
fessions” in Bahrain, and recom-
mended that judges “should review
cases of convictions based solely on
confessions, since many may have

been based on evidence obtained
through torture and ill-treatment”.

The death penalty has been im-
posed on a scale “never seen be-
fore”, especially targeting those
connected to political opposition, it
noted, as several had attended pro-
democracy protests.

Commenting on the report, Sayed
Ahmed Alwadaei, director of BIRD,
said: “Sentencing torture survivors
to death for their opposition to the
government is a heinous act of re-
venge by Bahrain’s regime.

“For those facing imminent execu-
tion, the uncertainty of knowing they
could be executed at any time is caus-
ing an unspeakable strain on their
lives and those of their families.”

Claims of torture

Bahrain has been clamping down
on dissent since 2011 when it quashed
protests with help from Saudi Arabia.

Bahraini authorities have denied
targeting the opposition and say
they are protecting national securi-
ty. The Gulf island kingdom has also
claimed Iran trained and backed the
demonstrators in order to topple
the Manama government - an ac-
cusation Tehran denies.

Home to the Middle East headquar-
ters of the US Navy, Bahrain has pros-
ecuted and revoked the citizenship of
hundreds of people in mass trials. Most
opposition figures and human rights
activists have been jailed or have fled.

Photo for representation only. Source: iStock.

NEW DELHI: One in three coun-
tries where schools were or are
still closed due to the Covid pan-
demic have not yet implemented
remedial programmes to mitigate
learning loss, according to a survey.
The "Survey on National Educa-
tion Responses to COVID-19 School
Closures" was conducted by UNES-
CO, UNICEF, World Bank and OECD.
At the same time, only one-third
of countries are taking steps to
measure learning losses to prima-
ry and lower second levels - most-
ly among high-income countries,
the survey report stated.
According to it, fewer than a third
of low-and middle-income coun-
tries reported that all students had
returned to in-person schooling,
which indicates heightening risk of
learning loss and drop-out.
However, the majority of coun-
tries reported using at least one form
of outreach to encourage students
to return to school. These included
community engagement, school-
based tracking, modification to wa-
ter, sanitation and hygiene services,
financial incentives and review of
access policies, the report stated.
"Remedial instruction is vital to
help those children who have missed
out on school to get back on track and
reduce long-term learning losses,”
global director for education at the
World Bank, Jaime Saavedra, said.
“This requires an urgent effort
to measure students' learning lev-
els today and collect good quality
data to inform classroom practices,
as envisioned under the UNICEF,

UNESCO, and World Bank's Learn-
ing Data Compact,” Saavedra said.
The survey documents how
countries are monitoring and miti-
gating learning losses, addressing
the challenge of reopening schools
and deploying distance learning
strategies. In total, 142 countries
responded to the survey that cov-
ers the period from February to
May, and spans across the pre-
primary, primary, lower secondary
and upper secondary levels.
"Remote learning has been a life-
line for many children around the
world during school closures. But
for the most vulnerable, even this
was out of reach. It is urgent that we
get every child back into the class-
room now,” global chief of educa-
tion at UNICEF, Robert Jenkins, said.
"But we cannot stop there; re-
opening better means implement-
ing remedial programmes to help
students get back on track, and
ensuring that we prioritize girls
and vulnerable children in all our
efforts,” he said. The survey found
that around 40 per cent of countries
extended their academic year, and a
similar proportion of countries pri-
oritised certain curriculum areas.
However, more than half of the
countries reported that no adjustments
have been or will be made, it said.
"Many countries improved health
and safety standards at examina-
tion centres, still, 28 per cent of
countries cancelled examinations in
lower secondary and 18 per cent of
countries did so in upper secondary
education,” the survey report said.

School Closure: 1 In 3 Countries
Not Implementing Programmes To
Mitigate Learning Loss, Says Report

"Reviewing or revising access poli-
cies was uncommon, especially for
girls - a cause for concern as adoles-
cent girls are at the highest risk of not
returning to school in low- and low-
er-middle-income countries," it said.

Low-income countries are lag-
ging in the implementation of
even the most basic measures to
ensure return to school, the survey
found. For instance, only less than
10 per cent reported having suffi-
cient soap, clean water, sanitation
and hygiene facilities and masks,
compared to 96 per cent of high-
income countries, it said.

The survey also sheds light on the
deployment and effectiveness of dis-
tance learning and related support in,
more than one year into the pandemic.

Most countries took multiple ac-
tions to provide remote learning.
Radio and TV broadcasts were more
popular among low-income coun-
tries, while high-income countries
provided online learning platforms,
it said. However, over a third of low-
and lower-middle-income countries
reported that less than half of pri-
mary school students were reached,
the report stated.

According to UNESCO statistics,
in 2020, schools worldwide were
fully closed across all four educa-
tion levels for 79 teaching days on
an average, representing roughly
40 per cent of total instructional
days averaged across OECD and
G20 countries. The figures ranged
from 53 days in high-income coun-
tries to 115 days in lower-middle-
income countries, it said. — PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: The Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) on Tuesday said
that it will press the opposition
parties to ensure that the farmers'
demands on the three new agri
laws and MSP are addressed in
Parliament before any other busi-
ness is transacted during the up-
coming Monsoon session.

The umbrella body of over 40
farmer unions that is spearhead-
ing the agitation for the scrapping
of the central agri laws said the
preparation for their planned pro-
tests at the Parliament from July
22 is in full swing.

"Farmers and leaders from
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Ut-
tar Pradesh and even from distant
states like West Bengal, Chhattis-
garh and Karnataka are arriving at
the borders of Delhi to participate
in the protest.

LD sk, [
"As planned by SKM, the pro-
test will be planned and executed
methodically and peacefully, with
200 farmers participating in the
protest every day," it said.

The SKM said that any attempt
to stop the farmers from protesting
"will be illegal and unconstitutional”.

The amalgam said it will issue
letters to all the opposition MPs of
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha on July
17 as a precursor to the protest
on July 22, "demanding that they
raise the demands of the farm-
ers in Parliament and ensure that
these demands are discussed and

Take Our Demands In Parliament Before
Any Other Business: Farmers' Union

met before any other business is
transacted in Parliament," it said.

Farmers, mainly from Punjab,
Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh,
have been camping at Delhi's bor-
ders for over seven months. They
are demanding a rollback of the
three contentious agri laws and also
seeking a legal guarantee for Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP).

Most of the opposition parties
have openly supported the farm-
ers' agitation.

The three laws - The Farmers'
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020, The Farmers (Empower-
ment and Protection) Agreement
of Price Assurance and Farm Ser-
vices Act, 2020, and The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Act
2020 - were passed by Parliament
in September last year.

The Centre has offered to amend the
laws but has ruled out their scrapping.

Taliban Warn Turkey Against

Extending Troops In Afghanistan

Agencies

Te Taliban on Tuesday warned
Turkey against extending its
presence in the country when
US-led forces leave the country, insist-
ing the decision was "reprehensible”,
"The decision ... is ill-advised, a vio-
lation of our sovereignty and territorial
integrity and against our national in-
terests," the group said in a statement,
days after Turkey promised to provide
troops to protect Kabul airport when
foreign forces leave next month.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan had said on July 9 that Turkey
and the US agreed on the “scope” of
how to secure Kabul airport under the
control of Turkish forces after Wash-
ington’s withdrawal from Afghanistan.
Turkey promised to provide secu-
rity for the airport once the troops
leave next month, in a move hailed
as an example of improved relations
between Ankara and Washington.
Erdogan said the issue was dis-
cussed between Turkish and American
defence ministers on Thursday, add-
ing: “During discussions with America
and Nato, we decided on what would
be the scope of the mission, what we
would accept and not accept.”
Turkey’s move comes after Erdogan

held talks with US President Joe Biden
in Brussels on the sidelines of a Nato
summit in June.

However, the Taliban have op-
posed Ankara's proposal, saying
that Turkey should also withdraw
its troops in line with the 2020 deal
for the pullout.

Washington  hailed  Ankara’s
“clear commitment” to playing a
lead role in securing the Hamid Kar-
zai International Airport after the
leaders’ discussions.

The dialogue between the Nato allies
continued to cement the details of the
future Turkish mission with a visit to
Turkey by a US delegation last month
and multiple phone calls between
Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi Akar
and Pentagon chief Lloyd Austin.

Kabul Airport is the main exit route
for Western diplomats and aid workers.

The concern is that following the
US withdrawal, the airport will fall
into the hands of the Taliban, so Nato
is keen to quickly find a solution.

Turkey has been an important
actor in Afghanistan since 2001
and deployed hundreds of Turkish
military forces.

Biden had stated that Washing-
ton’s exit from Afghanistan would
complete on August 31.

Turkish And Israeli Presidents
Talk In Rare Phone Call

Agencies

Erdogan has spoken with his

new Israeli counterpart Isaac
Herzog, in a sign of a possible thaw
between the two former allies after
years of frosty relations.

The rare telephone talks between
the two countries on Monday came
after Erdogan, a vocal champion of
the Palestinian cause during his 18-
year rule, held talks on Saturday
with Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas.

During that meeting, Erdogan told
Abbas that Turkey would “not remain
silent to Israel’'s oppression in Palestine,”
according to the Turkish presidency.

Israel and Turkey were once close
regional partners but relations be-
tween the two countries soured in
the past 10 years. The Turkish gov-
ernment frequently criticises Israel’s
policies towards the Palestinians.

However, during his call with Her-
zog, Erdogan emphasised the “great
importance” of Turkey-Israel ties for
security and stability in the Middle
East, the Turkish presidency said.

Erdogan also underlined Turkey’s
emphasis on continuing dialogue
despite differences of opinion, it
added in a statement. The Turkish
presidency said there was strong
potential for cooperation between
the two countries in fields including
energy, tourism and technology.

According to a statement by the
Israeli president’s office, Herzog and
Erdogan said that “ongoing dialogue
despite all the differences of opinion”

Turkish President Recep Tayyip

was important, particularly for advanc-
ing steps towards a two-state solution
between Israel and the Palestinians.

Herzog took office last week after
he was elected by the Knesset, Is-
rael’s parliament, in a June vote. He
spoke Saturday with neighbouring
Jordan's King Abdullah II after Israel
and Jordan agreed to initiate nego-
tiations for the sale of water to the
Hashemite kingdom.

Strained ties

Erdogan had late last year ex-
pressed a desire to see relations be-
tween Turkey and Israel improve, af-
ter years of disagreement over Israel’s
occupation of the occupied West Bank
and its treatment of Palestinians.

Turkey, which in 1949 became
the first Muslim-majority country
to recognise Israel, first broke off
ties with Israel in 2010.

That was after 10 pro-Palestinian
Turkish activists were killed by
Israeli commandos who boarded
a Turkish-owned ship, the Mavi
Marmara, which was part of a flo-
tilla trying to deliver aid and break
Israel’s maritime blockade on Gaza.

The Israeli blockade of the Gaza
Strip has been in place since June 2007,
when Israel imposed a land, sea and
air blockade on the coastal enclave.

They restored ties in 2016 but re-
lations soured again in 2018. In May
that year, Ankara withdrew its envoy
over deadly attacks against Palestin-
ians in Gaza who were protesting
against US President Donald Trump’s
decision to move the United States
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Erdogan and former Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu often ex-
changed angry remarks but both coun-
tries continued to trade with one another.

In August this year, Israel ac-
cused Turkey of giving passports to
a dozen Hamas members in Istanbul,
describing the move as “a very un-
friendly step” which his government
would raise with Turkish officials.

NEWS

US Approves Blue Origin License For Human
Space Travel Ahead Of Bezos Flight

Agencies

MAKERS

SEATTLE: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) said on
Monday it approved a Blue Ori-
gin license to carry humans on
the New Shepard launch sys-
tem into space.

Former Amazon.com Chief
Executive Jeff Bezos is set to
fly to the edge of space on Blue
Origin's maiden crewed voyage
on July 20.

Blue Origin is authorized to
carry humans while its FAA li-
cense is valid through August
and is approved to conduct
these missions from its Launch
Site One facility in Texas, the
agency confirmed.

BLUE oW
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Blue Origin was required
to verify its launch vehicle's
hardware and software worked
safely during a test flight and
the FAA confirmed it met regu-
latory requirements.

Blue Origin's flight will come
a little over a week after space-

tourism rival Virgin Galactic
successfully sent a crew in-
cluding its founder, British bil-
lionaire Richard Branson, to the
edge of space.

Virgin Galactic and Blue Ori-
gin, as well as the space firm
founded by rival billionaire
Elon Musk, are working to ush-
er in a new era of routine com-
mercial civilian space travel in
what has been popularized as
the "billionaire space race."

Proving rocket travel is safe
for the public is key to develop-
ing what the Swiss-based in-
vestment bank UBS estimates
will be a $3 billion annual
space tourism market in a de-
cade.

School Books With Malala's Photo Seized By

Pakistan Officials: Local Media

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan authorities
have confiscated copies of a school
textbook in Punjab province for
printing the picture of Nobel laure-
ate Malala Yousufszai in the list of
important personalities, apparently
unhappy with the UK-based activ-
ist's controversial views on Islam.

The youngest Nobel Prize laure-
ate, Malala, who turned 24 on Mon-
day, is known for human rights ad-
vocacy, especially the education of
women and children in her native
Swat Valley in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province in northwest Pakistan,
where the local Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan had at times banned girls
from attending school.

Pakistan's private schools' asso-

ciation on Monday had launched
a documentary on Malala for her
controversial views on Islam, mar-
riage and her pursuit of the West-
ern agenda.

On the same day, the Punjab Cur-
riculum and Textbook Board (PCTB)
confiscated the social studies book
for grade 7 published by the Oxford
University Press (OUP) for printing
the picture of Malala alongside that
of military officer Maj Aziz Bhatti,
who was killed in the 1965 war
with India, in the list of important
personalities, the Dawn newspaper
reported on Tuesday.

Besides Malala and Bhatti, pic-
tures of some other important per-
sonalities were published on page 33
of the book that included Pakistan's
founder Muhammad Ali Jinnah, poet

children's rights activist from India.

Quoting sources, the report said

Allama Igbal, educationist Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan, first prime minister
Liagat Ali Khan and legendary phi-
lanthropist Abdul Sattar Edhi.
Malala at the age of 17 was the
co-recipient of the 2014 Nobel
Peace Prize for her struggle against
the suppression of children and
young people and for the right of all
children to education. She shared
the prize with Kailash Satyarthi, a

the books were already circulated
in various educational institutes and
the PCTB, police and other agencies
were conducting raids on shops to
confiscate copies of the book.

On Monday, a team of officials
conducted a raid on the OUP of-
fice in Mini Market, Gulberg area of
Lahore and confiscated the entire
stock of the book. They also handed
over a letter to the press, stating
that the book had not been issued
a No-Objection Certificate (NOC).

Quoting a publisher, the report
said the book was submitted to
the PCTB for a review and to seek
an NOC in 2019. The board, after
reviewing its contents, did not ap-
prove it for publishing.
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Teenager Dies As Tipper
Falls Into Gorge In Poonch

Observer News Service

POONCH: A teenager died and
another person suffered inju-
ries on Tuesday after a tipper
slipped off the road and fell
into a deep gorge at Kayuian in
Poonch district.

Witnesses said that a tipper
on the way from Poonch to-
wards Mendhar slipped off the
road as the driver of the vehi-
cle lost control and fell into a

deep gorge.

The slain, the driver of the
tipper, was identified as Moha-
bat Ali son of Azam Alj, a resi-
dent of Chajla.

While the injured was iden-
tified as Ansar Ahmed son of
Farooq Ahmed, a resident of
Chajla.

Police said that a case has
been registered and investiga-
tions started to ascertain the
cause of the accident.

LG’s Adv Stresses On Making
Cleanliness Hallmark
Of Eid Celebrations

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Advisor to Lieutenant
Governor, Farooq Khan Tuesday
impressed upon the divisional
and district administration to
make arrangements of thorough
cleanliness of all the areas espe-
cially city interiors ahead of Eid-
ul-Adha celebrations.

He asked the officers to clean
the locations several times a
day where sacrificial animals
are put to sale. He urged them
to see that the sheep, goat and
poultry coming to J&K should
be checked before sent for con-
sumption to public.

He was speaking during a re-
view meeting of all the arrange-
ments being made here for the
celebration of upcoming Eid-ul-
Adha festival.

Khan also urged the officers
to be tough on hoarders and
over-pricing shopkeepers espe-
cially meat, bakery and poultry
sellers. He asked them to book
under law whoever is found re-
sorting to such unfair means. He
asked them that joint enforce-
ment teams comprising of both
civil and police administration
should be constituted for making
frequent inspections on regular
basis so that all these nefarious
activities are curtailed fully.

The Advisor further asked the
officers that a message should
go across and people should
come forward for registering
their complaints. He exhorted
upon them to ensure quality and
reliable power and water supply
of all the areas so that people do
not face any hardships.

DDC Kulgam Reviews Progress
Of Languishing Projects

Observer News Service

KULGAM: The District Develop-
ment Commissioner (DDC) Kul-
gam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat
Tuesday convened a meeting of
concerned officers to review the
progress registered under lan-
guishing projects in the district.

During the meeting, the DDC
sought sector wise details from
the concerned officers regard-
ing the issues hampering the
timely completion of vital proj-
ects in the district.

It was informed that 94 work
projects have been taken up by
different executing agencies
with an approved cost of 169.82
crores under JKIDFC.

Out of 94 work projects 33
work projects stands completed
and 50 work projects will be
completed before November
this year.

The DDC directed the concerned

officers to expedite the pace of
work to complete all ongoing proj-
ects in a time bound manner.

The meeting was attended by,
CPO, Executive Engineers of R&B,
PHE and Irrigation deptt, EO Mu-
nicipality Kulgam and other con-
cerned district officers.

UPTOWN SRINAGAR MARKETS WITNESSED A RUSH of customers on Tuesday as
Kashmir marked the Martyrs Day. KO Photo Abid Bhat

Private Construction
Company, Beacon Booked

For Substandard Work

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The anti-corrup-
tion bureau (ACB) has regis-
tered a case against BEACON
authorities and proprietors of
a private construction com-
pany for laying sub-standard
macadam on Highway from
Kitchama to Baramulla in
north Kashmir.

As per a statement, ACB reg-
istered an FIR against “gross
violations committed” by BEA-
CON authorities while execut-
ing work for resurfacing on
Srinagar-Baramulla-Uri road.

It said that the work was
allotted to M/S Mirza Infra-
structure Builders of Nowgam
Srinagar.

“The registration of the in-
stant case is the outcome of
Joint Surprise Check (JSC)
which was conducted by ACB
into the allegations of laying

substandard macadam on Na-
tional Highway in Pattan Town
from Kitchama to Baramulla by
BEACON authorities,” it reads.

It reads that during JSC, it
was found, that the macadam
work executed at various lo-
cations has been completely
damaged besides shortfall in
thickness of macadam laid on
the said road, and during phys-
ical inspection the thickness of
macadam also does not corre-
late with the ones shown exe-
cuted by the concerned agency
in their records.

“Besides, the quality of mac-
adam laid on the said road was
also not upto the mark and
substandard material has been
used for the macadamization.
The tentative loss to the tune
of Rs. 72.95 lakh (approx.) on
account of shortfall of mac-
adam quantity has been found
during check,” it reads.

The statement reads that the
omissions and commissions
on the part of concerned offi-
cers/officials of 53 Road Con-
struction Coy (GREF) Uri and
proprietor of M/S Mirza Infra-
structure Builders constituted
offences punishable under
section 7, 13(1) (a) r/w section
13(2) of Prevention Corruption
Act 1988.

It reads that a case FIR No.
07/2021 was registered at Po-
lice Station ACB Baramulla in
this regard and further investi-
gation of the case was going on.

“THE REGISTRATION OF THE INSTANT CASE IS THE OUTCOME
of Joint Surprise Check (JSC) which was conducted by ACB into the allegations of
laying substandard macadam on National Highway in Pattan Town from Kitchama to

Baramulla by BEACON authorities,”

Kashmir Doctors Body Says ‘Booster
Dose’ Can Keep Variants At Bay

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Doctors Association
Kashmir (DAK) on Tuesday said peo-
ple who are vaccinated likely need a
booster dose of Covid-19 vaccine
to stay protected against the newly
emerging variants of coronavirus.
“Booster shots would help broad-
en individuals' immune response
against the emerging variants of
Covid-19,” said DAK in a statement.
The statement said that ever
since the pandemic began, the vi-
rus has been mutating and most
of these mutants are insignificant,

but some can make the virus more
infectious and even deadlier.

While the current Covid vaccines
still protect against the circulat-
ing variants, antibodies naturally
wane over time, so booster dose is
needed to ensure that the protec-
tion is maintained against the new
variants, the statement said.

The DAK said currently, the tim-
ing for Covid booster dose has not
been established, but the early
data that is coming is in support
of a need for booster dose some-
where between 8 and 12 months
after full vaccination. “Then from

there, a yearly shot is possible.”

Citing a recent Oxford study, the
statement said that it was found
that a booster dose of AstraZeneca
vaccine increases antibody and T-
cell immune response.

“United Kingdom is planning to
offer a booster jab to its citizens from
September this year, Pfizer plans to
seek US FDA emergency authorisa-
tion next month for the booster dose
of its Covid vaccine, based on the
company's initial data showing that
the booster dose raises antibody lev-
els by 5 to 10 fold compared with the
original vaccine,” it said.

Teacher Arrested For ‘Raping
Minor Student’ In Poonch

Observer News Service

POONCH: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police Tuesday claimed to
have arrested a teacher for alleg-
edly raping a 10-year-old girl stu-
dent at a seasonal school in Sakhi
Dhoke area of Poonch district.

In a statement, a police
spokesperson said that the
teacher, a resident of Sib Loran
area of the district, allegedly

raped the minor on Sunday,
July 11 after which her parents
lodged a complaint against the
teacher at Police Station Loran.

He said that a case has been
registered at Police Station Lo-
ran against the teacher and he
has been taken into custody.

“A medical examination of the
girl has also been carried out,
the report of which is awaited,”
the police spokesperson said.

CAB Crucial To Avert
Looming Threat Of 3rd
Covid Wave: DC B’gam

Observer News Service

BUDGAM: The Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam, Shahbaz
Ahmad Mirza Tuesday stressed
that strict adherence to Covid
Appropriate Behaviour (CAB)
is crucial to avert the looming
threat of 3rd wave of Covid-19
Pandemic in the district.

The DC said this while pre-
senting an overall situation of
Covid-19 in the district since
last week during a press brief-
ing here.

Giving details about the vacci-
nation of the target groups, the
DC said that the district Budgam
has successfully achieved 100
percent vaccination target of 45
and above age group. With re-
gard to the vaccination status of
the 18 to 44 years category, he
said that the district adminis-
tration is expecting to cover 50

percent of the target within one
month, he added.

He said that the efforts are on
to pace up the process of vacci-
nation with more impetus.

Regarding the number of ac-
tive positive cases in the district,
the DC said that presently there
are only 132 active positive cases
across the district and the posi-
tivity rate is below 0.3 percent.

The DC appealed to all to
follow Covid Appropriate Be-
havior, all mandated COVID-19
SOPs and avoid unnecessary
gatherings particularly in con-
gested places.

Awareness Camps For
Bakers Held Across Kashmir

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Legal Metrolo-
gy Department Tuesday organ-
ised awareness camps across
Kashmir division to educate
the valley based bakers of vari-
ous provisions of Legal Metrol-
ogy (Packaged Commodities)
Rules, 2011.

The main function was held
at Legal Metrology Complex Be-
mina, Srinagar where Control-
ler, Legal Metrology UT of J&K,
Majid K. A. Drabu, held a brief
discussion with members of
Bakers Association Kashmir.

The chair stressed the Bakers
to keep their premises neat and
clean and ensure availability of

bakery items in hygienic condi-
tion. He also instructed them
to go for proper packaging as
per Legal Metrology Laws and
stressed them to abide by rules
and regulations.

A detailed lecture on Legal
Metrology (Packaged Commod-
ities) Rules-2011 was delivered
by the Deputy Controller (Con-
sumer Protection) followed by
an interactive session in which
various doubts/queries raised
by the association were cleared.

Similar programs were held
at all the district headquarters
of organization across the valley
to ensure availability of bakery
items as per the norms of Legal
Metrology Laws.

CIC Operators Apprise
Jadhav Of Their Issues

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: A delegation of CIC op-
erators of Rural Development De-
partment Tuesday met the chairper-
son of Parliamentary Committee on
Rural Development Pratapao Jadhav.

The delegation was led by Presi-
dent of CIC Operators Association

Noor Ul Nayeem Siddiqui.

The delegation presented a detailed
memorandum to the chairperson and
also apprised them of their issue.

The CIC operators said that the
chairperson heard their demands
patiently and assured them that
he will take up their issues with LG
Manoj Sinha and concerned officers.

J&K Bank Declines Information Under RTI

Observer News Service

section 8(1) (J) of the RTI Act 2005".

bank with and without issuing ad-

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir Bank
in response to an RTI application has
refused to share information regard-
ing total strength of its employees
as on date. The bank has also denied
information about the total number
of employees appointed by the bank
during the last 5 years.

Citing exemption under Right to
Information Act, The Public Infor-
mation office of the J&K Bank re-
jected the RTI pleas vide letter no.
1097 dated 06/July/2021 and stated
“desired information cannot be pro-
vided as the same is exempted under

The rejection order of the bank has
come after one page RTI application
by RTI activist Raman Sharma dated
19/June/2021, wherein the applicant
had sought eight points informa-
tion including total number of per-
manent and contractual employees
working in the bank as on date, to-
tal number of appointments both
permanent and on contractual basis
made by the bank during the last 5
years from Jan 1, 2016 till date.

The other query of applicant Ra-
man was about total number of
permanent and contractual appoint-
ments of employees made by the

vertisements and public notices.

Expressing displeasure over rejec-
tion of his RTI application, the appli-
cant informed that he would adopt
due legal procedure of appeal as avail-
able under RTI Act 2005 against the
rejection order of the Public Informa-
tion officer of the J&K Bank Limited.

He also said all the sought infor-
mation was quite genuine and in
larger public interest and added that
instead of rejecting this kind of in-
formation the bank was under obli-
gation to proactively disclose maxi-
mum part of this information under
section 4 of the RTI Act.

Eid-ul-Adha...

Observer News Service

GANDERBAL: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Ganderbal, Krittika Jyotsna
Tuesday directed people to put all the
necessary arrangements/facilities in
place well before the Eid-ul-Adha for
the convenience of the general public.

Furthermore, the DC said that in
view of the current situation all the
religious practices viz, Nemaz, open-
ing of Masjids and Shrines etc shall
be strictly as per the guidelines/SOPs
which will be in vogue on the occasion
of Eid-ul-Adha 2021.

Regarding transport, Dy. SP traffic
and ARTO were directed to manage
and make ample transport available
on all routes of the district on religious
eve so that the general public may not
face any inconvenience. He further

Hold Religious Practices As Per Covid SOPs: DC Ganderbal

directed ARTO to prepare a transport
plan for these days and make wide
publicity of the said plan.

Executive Officer, Municipal Council
Ganderbal was directed to ensure proper
sanitation around the mosques and Ei-
dgahs in consultation of local committees.

Chief Animal husbandry Officer,
Ganderbal was directed to ensure the
availability of poultry birds on notified
rates and also give wide publicity of
sites where poultry birds shall be kept
available for the general public.

Similarly, District Officer, Sheep Hus-
bandry Ganderbal shall ensure availabil-
ity of enough sacrificial animals on the
identified places, and department shall
facilitate the local breeders to provide
live sheep to the general public.

CMO Ganderbal was asked to ex-
plore the possibility of vaccination

and testing at the identified places of
the sacrificial animals and markets.
Moreover he was directed to keep am-
bulances available along with medical
and Para-medical staff at all religious
places where main congregations are
to be held on the eve of Eid-ul-Adha.

The DC also directed the concerned
departments to keep adequate avail-
ability of essential commodities, unin-
terrupted power and water supply on
the festive days.

Regarding Market Checking, the DC
said that the joint teams of Revenue/
Municipal Council/ FCS&CA/ Food
Safety/Police/Legal Metrology headed
by Tehsildar concerned shall ensure
that the sacrificial animals are sold as
per the notified rates and whosoever is
involved in charging exorbitant prices
shall be booked.
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KO VIEW

For peacein
Afghanistan

aliban’s sweeping advances in Afghanistan soon

after the US withdrawal have made the world

sit up and take note. Pentagon spokesman John

Kirby has told a US television channel that they
are watching the developments in the war-torn country
"with deep concern." He said they are encouraging their
partners in Kabul to “step up” and defend their country
amid the pullout of American forces. Taliban are claim-
ing that they have taken control of 85 percent of Afghan-
istan, which the US government officials dispute.

But it is true that over the last two weeks Taliban are tak-
ing over one district after another. What is more shocking is
that the Afghan forces are hardly putting up any resistance.
Taliban are almost having a walkover in most places. The US
exit seems to have demoralized the Afghan forces. It seems
now a matter of time before the Taliban return to power in
Afghanistan. A Pakistan brokered negotiated settlement be-
tween Taliban and the Afghan government for a power-shar-
ing arrangement seems now more elusive than ever. Having
won the war, the Taliban seem in no mood to compromise
with the US-backed government in Kabul and want entire Af-
ghanistan for themselves.

Taliban has fought for twenty years to get to where they
are now. After failing to wipe out the militia, the US has
found it pointless to continue staying in the country. And
after fighting the US military, the world’s most advanced
war machine, to a standstill, the Taliban are not inclined to
share power with the government in Kabul. The situation in
the country is likely to get worse in the weeks and months to
come before it stabilizes.

The prospect of a Taliban government in Kabul has also
alarmed the neighbouring countries including India which
anticipate a debilitating fallout of the development on the
security situation in the region. So, some countries have
started working to prevent the takeover of the Taliban. In-
dia’s recent efforts to reach out to the Taliban have appar-
ently come to nought. The Taliban have reportedly rejected
India’s overtures considering the latter’s longstanding sup-
port for the government in Kabul. This threatens to unravel
the country’s two-decade long investment - both diplomatic
and material - in the country.

But the mutually contradictory objectives of the neigh-
bouring countries is unlikely to contribute to the peace in
Afghanistan. This threatens to turn the country into a battle-
ground for the neighbours out to secure their interests. Peace
in Afghanistan, therefore, would require regional cooperation
to ensure, as much as possible, an alignment of the interests
of the neighbouring governments. So, more than an internal
power-sharing arrangement between Taliban and the Afghan
government, the peace in the war-scarred country has to be a
broader regional exercise.

OTHER OPINON

Cruel Denouement

he truth with penalty shootout heartbreaks is

that a player never makes peace with it. It’s a

footballing sin with no redemption. No coun-

try has endured penalty shootout pangs as fre-
quently as England has. They have lost three out of four
in World Cups, and their defeat in the Euro final against
Italy in Wembley on Sunday was the fourth instance, out
of five, that they have crashed out of a tournament in
this fashion. The three English footballers who had their
shots blocked or did not find the target — Marcus Rash-
ford, Jadon Sancho and Bukayo Saka — will carry the
regret forever, even though their careers are young and
they will be afforded second chances.

They are not alone. Footballers more famous, better and
experienced have missed penalties in shootouts. Lionel Mes-
si has — the first shot of the shootout against Chile in the
Copa America final in 2016. So has his great contemporary
Cristiano Ronaldo, and if you roll further backward, a host
of illustrious names adorn the chart. From Marco Van Bas-
ten to Zico and David Trezeguet to David Beckham, and the
most tragic of them all, Roberto Baggio in the 1994 World Cup
final. England’s coach Gareth Southgate could empathise
with them too, having missed one in the 1996 Euro semi-final
against Germany. With his own wounds unhealed, South-
gate, unlike many other coaches, had emphasised polishing
penalty-taking skills during practice sessions. His last-min-
ute substitutions were to augment their penalty-taking de-
partment, though ironically, both fluffed their attempts. But
taking shots in practice is one thing; replicating it in front of
66,000 spectators in the final is another.

It’s a cruel denouement — an undecided game decided
by a method that involves slices of good fortune. It might
not be a pure lottery — an incredible amount of composure
and daring, besides clean short-taking skills are required —
but there is decidedly a wicked play of luck. An inch to the
right, Rashford’s shot would have trickled into the bottom
left corner; if Italy’s goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma had
chosen the opposite direction to leap, shots of Saka and San-
cho would have found the back of the net. Maybe, another
night, they would embrace power rather than placement.
The game is often decided by a split-second decision or a
change of mind. But the truth is that there is no other viable
alternative. Penalty shootout is an indispensable devil, and
those who fail will live with the ghosts forever.

The Indian Express

Delineating Delimitation

After the NC-PC rift during the DDC elections, there are now signs of growing
differences between NC-PDP, as the delimitation process moves on

Muhammad Tahir

he 24 June all-party meeting was

described by some as ‘agenda-less’.

It seems, however, there was an

agenda after all: New Delhi wanted
to expedite the delimitation process — which
had started in spring 2020 after New Delhi
constituted the Delimitation Commission
for Jammu and Kashmir on 6 March 2020
— by bringing the main political parties of
Jammu and Kashmir onboard. Except for
PDP (which boycotted the commission), all
other regional parties met the three-mem-
ber Delimitation Commission at Hotel Lalit
during its Srinagar visit on 6 July 2021.
Whatever be the content (and rhetoric)
of their memoranda, by meeting the com-
mission these parties have lent a degree
of legitimacy to the exercise which many
believe is designed to further (politically)
disempower Kashmiri Muslims. As senior
journalist Muzamil Jaleel wrote in his re-
cent commentary, “While the legislative
and administrative measures [that disem-
power Kashmiris] are being introduced on
a day-to-day basis, the delimitation process
is an essential step to permanently disallow
even a remote chance for a halt in or rever-
sal of this process in future.”

In its August 2020 Declaration (signed by
the six regional parties) the Gupkar Alliance
had said that “there is unanimity amongst us
that collective institution is the effective way
to fight for these rights and tirelessly struggle
to get back the special status and restore the
Constitutional guarantees forcibly taken away,
against our will.” But there is anything but una-
nimity amongst them. The People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) was formed on 20
October 2020. But within three months of its
formation, one of the constituent parties, Peo-
ples Conference, pulled out from the Alliance
on 19 January 2021, citing “a breach of trust be-
tween partners.” The main issue of contention
among the alliance partners was which candi-
dates should contest the District Development
Council (DDC) elections as officially-mandated
PAGD candidates. Journalist Jehangir Ali
(The Wire 19 Jan 2021) quoted a PC leader who
blamed National Conference president Farooq
Abdullah (who is also PAGD president) for tak-
ing “decisions [of unilaterally nominating NC
candidates as PAGD contestants] without con-
sultations, thereby upsetting the constituent
parties.” NC’s counter was that PC was able to
secure 8 DDC seats in north Kashmir because
of the Alliance’s support. In the end, the con-
stituent parties, because they had their self-
interests, fielded proxy candidates against the
officially-mandated Alliance candidates. And
in this way, they undermined their position
as a political collective that was supposed to
fight for the rights snatched by New Delhi on
5 August 2019. Insecurities, lack of trust, and
self-interest forms a chink in the armour of the
PAGD that RSS will further exploit to advance
its ideological project in Kashmir.

After the NC-PC rift during the DDC elec-
tions, there are now signs of growing differenc-
es between NC-PDP, as the delimitation process
moves on. After the 24 June all-party meeting,
NC and PDP have started speaking in different
tones. NC’s behaviour appears especially du-
bious. When an Aj Tak reporter asked Farooq
Abdullah about his views on Mehbooba Mufti’s
comments regarding Pakistan, he said “She is a
party’s [PDP] leader and she speaks her party’s
viewpoint. I can’t say anything regarding that.
Their [PDP’s] agenda is different than my [NCs]
agenda.” Was Farooq Abdullah appeasing New
Delhi by distancing NC from PDP, which has
adopted the approach of soft-separatism to gain
traction with the discontented population in
J&K and rehabilitate its image (because it had
entered into an alliance and brought BJP to
Kashmir)? PDP’s policy of soft-separatism was

evident in the remarks Mehbooba Mufti made
after her release in October 2020. In an interac-
tion with media, Mufti had said, “When this
[J&K State] flag of ours is restored, we will hold
that flag (tricolour) also. But we will not hold
any other flag till the time our flag, which was
robbed from us, comes into our hold.” NC had
distanced itself from her statement, reflecting
the party’s policy of appeasement.

The NC, which has three MPs - Farooq
Abdullah, Akbar Lone and Hasnain Masoodi
— and hence some nominal role in the Delimi-
tation Commission as “associate members”,
first boycotted the delimitation commission
on the grounds that the party has challenged
the constitutional validity of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act (under which the
delimitation exercise was being carried out)
in the Supreme Court. But, later, in late May
2021, these MPs went to meet the commission
and become party to the exercise they initially
opposed. Was this change of heart a tactical
move, appeasement, opportunism or done un-
der duress? If we follow the sequence of certain
events that occurred in late 2020 and early 2021,
it could be inferred that NC has adopted the ap-
proach of appeasement and its decision to sup-
port the delimitation commission is linked to
the sustained pressures New Delhi has put on
Kashmiri politicians to which many have suc-
cumbed easily without a fight.

NC boycotted the meeting with the Delimi-
tation Commission in February 2021. In early
March, NC’s president Farooq Abdullah ap-
proached the J&K High Court challenging the
December 2020 order of the Enforcement Direc-
torate that attached his properties worth ap-

bers of the Commission to carry out the delimi-
tation exercise in a free, fair and transparent
manner so that the unity and integrity of the
state is safeguarded. Population has to be the
only norm as has been the practice here in the
past in J&K and elsewhere in the country.”

In Jammu, the NC delegation was com-
prised of Devender Singh Rana, Mr. Surjeet
Singh Slathia, Mr. Ajay Kumar Sadhotra, Mr.
Sajjad Ahmed Kitchloo and Mr. Javed Ahmed
Rana, and their memorandum read:

“We are confident that the Delimitation
Commission shall work in the most transpar-
ent , judicious and fair manner providing jus-
tice to all in delimiting the constituencies as
per the constitutional framework based on the
basic tenants of Delimitation — population, ge-
ography, topography, area, physical features,
contiguity, convenience of administrative
units and facilities of easy communication and
approachability of public convenience.”

While the Srinagar memo emphasises on
“Population” as the criterion for redrawing
constituencies, the Jammu memo looks uncan-
nily similar to what New Delhi wants or what
RSS linked groups have asked for. After the
delimitation commission finished its four-day
tour of Jammu and Kashmir, the commission
member (and Chief Election Commissioner)
Sushil Chandra said that “Though the popula-
tion forms the base [for delimitation], the com-
mission shall take into account constituencies’
practicality, geographical compatibility, topog-
raphy, physical features, means of communica-
tion and convenience available.”

Only time will tell whether the policy of
appeasement will win favour of New Delhi

‘ Was Farooq Abdullah appeasing New Delhi
by distancing NC from PDP, which has adopted
the approach of soft-separatism to gain traction
with the discontented population in J&K and reha-
bilitate its image (because it had entered into an
alliance and brought BJP to Kashmir)?

proximately Rs. 12 Crore in an alleged money
laundering case. On March 6, the Delimitation
Commission for Jammu and Kashmir was con-
stituted and a week later, on 13 March, Farooq
Abdullah was released after 221 days of preven-
tive detention. Was there a quid pro quo? That
NC accepts the new order of politics and in re-
turn Abdullah’s money laundering case is put
in the cold store?

What further raises suspicions about NC
behaviour (that could potentially unravel the
PAGD) are the separate memorandums that
were submitted to the Delimitation Commis-
sion by two set of NC leaders. In Srinagar, the
NC delegation comprised of Abdur Rehman
Rather, Mohammad Shafi Uri, Mian Altaf, Na-
sir Sogami and Sakina Itoo, and their memo-
randum read that:

“We very humbly and respectfully submit
that Jammu and Kashmir Constitution subsists
notwithstanding enactment of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 and C.O. 272
and C.0. 273 as the Constitution being outcome
of exercise of constituent power cannot be ab-
rogated or annulled by the Parliament or any
other authority.”

NC'’s policy of appeasement emerges in the
last part of the Srinagar memorandum where
the party says that “While reiterating our stand
and without prejudice to the submissions made
above, we request you and other Hon’ble mem-

this time and bring NC to power, as has hap-
pened in the past. It is also to be seen how far
will the policy of soft-separatism take PDP.
With many of its senior leaders having defect-
ed, boycotting the delimitation commission
and taking a confrontational stance suits the
party at the moment. This is an investment in
return for political capital, which the party is
lacking currently.

Whatever will be the fate of the two main
political parties of Kashmir, one thing is clear:
Kashmiris are hurtling towards a dark future.
Those who have become willing partners of
New Delhi now must remember the words of
journalist Muzamil Jaleel that “Once the de-
limitation process is concluded and a new as-
sembly set up, that ‘elected’ assembly can vote
to seek a truncated state with New Delhi’s en-
couragement or agree to a mechanism where
the powers would still stay with New Delhi’s
appointed Lieutenant Governor. That assem-
bly can also be used by New Delhi to provide
a “democratic stamp” on the decisions of Au-
gust 5, 2019.”

Views expressed in the article are the author’s
own and do not necessarily represent the
editorial stance of Kashmir Observer

The author is an
independent scholar
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The Story That Our Handicrafts

Wajahat Qazi

‘ Now, these
experiences
and interactions
were suggestive
and could be held
to be a metaphor
for our commercial
and business ethic:
we do not go the
extra yard. People
here just want to
push choices onto
consumers and it’s
a ‘takeit, or leave
it’ thing.

y and large, the

market(s) in Kashmir are

producer(seller) centric or

oriented than consumer
or market oriented. This prosaic
observation can be validated by our
daily shopping- grocery, clothing
and other- needs. You walk into a
store or approach a redi wallah(cart
pullers), the store or redi walla
gives(sells) what he wants; not what
you want. Essentially, as a consum-
er, you have no real choice despite
the illusion of one. This is thematic
across businesses- small or big(by
the standards of Kashmir).

What relation does this observation and
‘lived’ reality of each one of us have on
Kashmir’s iconic ‘industry’- handicrafts
one?

Actually, to take recourse to
academic parlance, the relationship
is robust.

Allow me to elaborate by way
of a quest and experience to have
made a hand crafted and embroi-
dered skull cap.

I am a fan of hats and caps of all
cultures: I actually own over 50.

Now this small indulgence of
mine took me to retail cap sellers.
Some of the shops were ornately
designed( again in relative terms);
there were a couple of sales persons
and what have you. But the moment
I wore a cap on a trial basis, the
shop owner and the sales person(s)
aggressively forced their choices
on me, ‘this one is good. That one
is great’, - without even giving me
pause to think and consider the
merits of a given cap. Their aim
was to force close a sale (their as-
sumption given my demeanour that
wrongly and erroneously suggested
I am a money bag).

Given this experience, Iresolved
to go to the root of the matter: I
thought of and did try to contact cap
manufacturers. My assumption was
they’d be happy to make a hat that I
wanted, tailored to my preferences
and choices, of course, with a little
more money. Each one of them, ex-
cept one who I was able to establish
contact with through a dear friend,
were insouciant, careless, basically
uninterested. The reasons were,
‘oh the worker is away’; ¢ Ah let me
see if I bump into my cap maker’;
‘ok, I'll call you pagah(tomorrow)’-
which never came. All this was said
with a sulk.

Now, these experiences and
interactions were suggestive and
could be held to be a metaphor for
our commercial and business ethic:
we do not go the extra yard. People
here just want to push choices onto
consumers and it’s a ‘take it , or
leave it’ thing.

Moreover, I wanted my own de-
signs for embroidery on the hats but
I was told only the ‘chaaps’(design
stamps made since ages) avail-
able could be stamped on the hats.(
These stamps become the predicate
for actual hand embroidery)

Obviously, given that this is all
thematic, it must work for the sell-
ers. But, it comes with a price, a
monumental one- the diminishment
of our handicrafts In all markets.

What do I mean by this?

Generally speaking, products
and services must be tailored to
consumers and consumer prefer-
ences. In the genre and domain of
marketing, there is almost a quasi
‘science’- that of consumer be-
haviour- that is dedicated toward
knowing consumer behaviour and
demand thereof. This ‘science’ al-
lows producers to determine the na-
ture and form of demand and then
manufacture and deliver products
and services in accordance with the
nature of demand. (It is a different
matter that demand can , at times,
be manufactured with vigorous and
clever marketing and multi-channel
advertising).

The heart of the matter then is,
¢ consumer is king or queen, as the
case maybe’. But, buyer beware,

Tell About Their Demise

this mantra should not be mistaken
as that ultimately everything is for
the consumer. No. Consumer king
or queen idea can be, mostly an as-
piration or grounds for consumer
movements, alas.. The ‘consumer is
king’ mantra makes sound and emi-
nent sense. If, ‘you give them what
they want’, there’ll be more demand
and more to make. Now there is a
deft connection between Kashmiri
businesses and their ‘production
centred ‘concept whose implication
is, ‘ we will make it, they will come).

Three consequences flow from
this for Kashmir’s handicrafts.
One, is the brand pull of Kashmir,
the name , the label and the brand
itself — the concept upon which the
region’s handicrafts are all based
on-, will(actually have) diminish-
ing returns. This will have major
consequences against the backdrop
of international competition. Two,
as consumer tastes and behaviour
evolve(d), demand for Kashmir
handicrafts will even hit zero ter-
ritory. Consider a counterfactual,
famous and efficient European re-
tailers like Zara, has staked its busi-
ness and operating model on fast
paced innovations, so mush so that
its inventories and shelf space are
aligned with demand and changing

fashions. Third, the most debilitat-
ing one, which flows from the these
reasons is Kashmir’s handicrafts
will die.

Can these scenarios , which are already
happening, be pre-empted?

Yes.

But for this to happen, it will
take a paradigm shift. First and
foremost, the business , commer-
cial and work ethic of people in-
volved in the trade has to change
drastically and dramatically.
Second, the entire structure of
Kashmir’s handicrafts has to be
consumer-oriented wit innovation
as the bedrock. Third, the artisans
of Kashmir must be educated to
levels , with less or little interme-
diation by middle men, to present
their crafts and wares online , so
that profits, in the main, accrue
to them. This would be a more ef-
fective and prudent intervention
than others that have been bandied
around.

Socio-culturally and economi-
cally, Kashmir’s handicrafts are
not only its pride but also bread
and butter for umpteen peoples.
People involved in this trade must
not kill it.

‘m just saying. These three words sound so

short and simple. Nothing overbearing or

overwhelming about them! But what I have

noticed is just the contrary. A bit like an
oxymoron, original copy! At first when someone
started a sentence with, I'm just saying, I thought
it would be a few words or a sentence at the most.
Now I know there are paragraphs to follow. In
the romantic movies and novels, the three words,
‘T love you’ were the most important ones, these
three words “I’'m just saying” scare me, because I
never know what’s coming my way.

People impose and superimpose but don’t
want it to appear so. They want to sound very
cool. But the minute you give thesis on what you
think about the situation and person/s involved,
you are not very cool. I know my situation better
than you do. Just the way we garnish the food we
eat with some toppings like olives or cheese, the
garnish may seem delicious, but it doesn’t guaran-
tee how tasty the dish would be. Similarly, these
three words sound so innocent, but they may be
hiding an avalanche to follow. It reminds me of the
famous quote, “Don’t judge a book by its cover”.

Each individual has his own story, struggles
and challenges. Walk a mile in his shoes before
telling him what to do and what you think about
his life. When we are telling the other person what
he/she should do, we are coming from a position
of power and dominance, that we know more and
so are telling. I don’t know how right or fair that
is. Being a student of Political Science, I am a lib-
eral believing that every individual can reach his
best self, given a congenial environment. Most of
the time the environment is not congenial, with so
much advice, interference (nicely dressed up) and
chaos. Now I understand why the monks went to
the Himalayas to find Nirvana.

The past year and a half have been most chal-
lenging and totally unprecedented. We have been
struggling to deal with it. In these times, we have
been in lockdown, for many the work and busi-
ness have suffered and we have not been able to
do all things that we were so used to doing. Emo-
tionally turbulent for sure. The least we can do in
these difficult times is to be nice to the people we
meet/e-meet. Everyone is scared about their life

Let’s Be Nice To People
In These Testing Times

Shilpa Bhasin Mehra

and those of their loved ones. Let’s not add any
more stress than what people are already going
through. If we can help in any way, let’s do that.
Otherwise, silence is golden, and we can keep our
honest opinions to ourselves for a change.

Seek and thou shall receive, said our ancient
scriptures. Now one doesn’t really have to seek,
since we are living on a fast-track information
highway and are swamped with advice. Now peo-
ple are seeking peace away from the noise.

This is the time for empathy, compassion, car-

ing and sharing. Our survival has been threatened
by a deadly virus. We can keep our knowledge, in-
telligence, superiority complex and prejudices on
the back burner. Let’s gather all our goodness and
strength to fight this war.

“Three things in human life are important.
The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind
and the third is to be kind.” - said Henry James.
These words are so true and just the balm we need
to tide over the rough times.

“Too often we underestimate the power of a

touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an
honest compliment, or the smallest act of car-
ing, all of which have the potential to turn a life
around.” — said Leo Buscaglia. Quite honestly,
these are all the medicines we need today (that
have no adverse effects).

There is a time for everything. This is not the
time to show (off) our knowledge, express opin-
ions that may hurt or offend and tell others what
to do. The world is hurting, and it needs to heal.
That’s the universal call. If we can all, please do

The past year
and a half have
been most challenging
and totally
unprecedented. We
have been struggling to
deal with it. In these
times, we have beenin
lockdown, for many the
work and business have
suffered and we have
not been able to do all
things that we were so
used to doing

5

our little bit towards that goal.

I love this quote of Mother Teresa — “Kind
words can be short and easy to speak, but their
echoes are truly endless.” So next time you start
a sentence with “I'm just saying”, please keep it
short and sweet.

Khaleej Times
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Personal input in surveys
can’t be replaced by big data

Agencies

ethods that focus on
observations made by
individuals can be use-
ful when the analysis of
digital data reaches its limits. In the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, a
method called human social sensing
might elicit information that is diffi-
cult to obtain from digital trace data.
Professor Frauke Kreuter at
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitaet
(LMU) in Munich is now using
this method with the global "Covid
Trends and Impact Survey" to pre-
dict the course of the pandemic.
The findings of the study were
published in the journal 'Nature'.
Despite today's researchers in
the social sciences having access to
historically unparalleled amounts
of data, many aspects of contem-
porary social developments have
proven difficult to predict. National
elections and the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic are highly visible
examples where current systems
have been challenged to provide ac-
curate forecasts.
"We shouldn't focus too nar-
rowly on the analysis of digital
trace data. It's a mistake to ignore

We shouldn't focus too narrowly on the analysis
of digital trace data. It's a mistake to ignore the fact that
people are equipped with sensory capacities. Those can be particu-
larly useful in areas that are difficult to capture with data from
behavioral traces

the fact that people are equipped
with sensory capacities. Those
can be particularly useful in areas
that are difficult to capture with
data from behavioral traces", said
Frauke Kreuter, Professor of Sta-
tistics and Data Science in the So-
cial Sciences and the Humanities
at LMU. Many social phenomena
develop very rapidly - and often in
unexpected directions. This makes
it impossible to collect enough up-
to-date passive data to enable re-
searchers to trace the trajectories
of such trends.

The individual as a human sen-
sor plays a central role

In the research paper, Kreuter
and her international co-authors
demonstrate that interviews with in-
dividual informants still have a cru-
cialrole to play, even in an era where
big data generates the biggest head-
lines. "One should never lose sight of

the fact that surveys can serve as a
very valuable source of supplemen-
tary information", she said.

An individual interviewee is
in a position to supply informa-
tion not only about her own situ-
ation, but also, "individual inter-
views allow one to ask individuals
about themselves and also about
things in their local environment.
However, the latter possibility
has long been overlooked." And
now, in this current context, it is
beneficial to make use of the fact
that the individual can be viewed
as a potentially informative 'so-
cial sensor' for what is happening
around him.

The development of the corona-
virus pandemic as a test case

As a statistician, Frauke
Kreuter chose to employ together
with her colleagues this approach
in the current global "Covid Trends

and Impact Survey", which at-
tempts to forecast the trajectory of
the coronovirus pandemic. The sur-
vey began in April 2020, and over 55
million people globally have been
interviewed. One of the queries
asks interviewees whether they
personally know anyone in their
local community with COVID-19
symptoms.

This is of particular salience as,
"the answers to this question turn
out to be a strong predictor of the
further development of the pan-
demic", said Kreuter. Preliminary
results of the study have already
appeared as a preprint on MedRxiv.

"The crucial prerequisite for
the use of individuals as sensors in
social-science surveys is that the
informants chosen must constitute
a controlled and representative
sample of the population of inter-
est," concluded Kreuter.

Office Of The Executive Engineer
Special Sub Division Gurez

email : eeguraispwd@gmail.com
Notice Inviting e-Tender

Fresh E-NIT S. No.33/SSDG of 2021-22 Dtd.8-7-2021

4th call.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Item Rate Basis including the maintenance cost for a period of Three
Years which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or
Equivalentin CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal http:/
jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez and as per the details
mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are
accepted.

The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour Executive
Engineer Special Sub Division Gurez.

S. IName of Work Esti-  Cost [Timeof(Classof |Accord of AA
No mated |of TD lcom- [Contract
Cost (in ) |pletion
(_in lacs)
Providing/laying and fitting of Gl pipes including Construction of protection works, Intake [151.28 2600 |(12)  |AAY SE/Hyd/Spr/41 of
1 Chamber near head site, 0.04 lac gallon SR, Sluice Chamber, supporting pillars for RWM at Months 03/2020-21 Dated.
spots, Crate work,Chain Link fencing around structures, Cattle troughs, additional storage 10-03-2021
tank for Retrofitting of WSS Jurniyal DuttTulail for 100% coverage of FHTCs"Under JIM)
2  Providing/laying and fitting of Gl pipes including Construction of protection works/ head [51.60 1600 ((7) AAY SE/Hyd/Spr/29 of
works at head site, Intake Chamber near head site, 0.02 lac gallon SR, Sluice Chamber, Months 03/2020-21 Dated.
supporting pillars for RWM at spots, Chain Link fencing around structures, cattle trough for 10-03-2021

| [Retrofitting of iKilshayTulail for 100% I f FHTCs “Under JIM)
3 |Providing/laying and fitting of Gl pipes including replacement /improvements of damaged 48.66 1100 ((6)

AAY/BEE|SE/Hyd/Spr/02 of

/ wornout pipes and Construction of Intake Chamber near head site, 0.10 lac gallon SR, Months 02/2020-21Dated.
Protection work at head site, Sluice Chamber, Cattle Trough, Anchor/Saddle block, Chain 13-02-2021

Link fencing around structures for Retrofitting of WSS Tarbal for 100% coverage of FHTCs

“Under JJM)

4 Providing/laying and fitting of Gl pipes including replacement /improvements of damaged 60.77 1600 |(6)  |AAY SE/Hyd/Spr/04 of
/ wornout pipes and Construction of Intake Chamber near head site, 0.06 lac gallon SR, Months 02/2020-21 Dated.
Protection work at head site, Sluice Chamber, Cattle Trough, Anchor/Saddle block, Chain 13-02-2021
Link fencing around structures for Retrofitting of WSS Nail for 100% coverage of FHTCs
“Under JIM)

5  |Providing/laying and fitting of Gl pipes including replacement /improvements of damaged 86.20 1600 |(7) AAY SE/Hyd/Spr/08 of
/ wornout pipes and Construction of Intake Chamber near head site, 0.10 lac gallon SR, Months 02/2020-21 Dated.
Sluice Chamber, Cattle Trough, Anchor/Saddle block, Chain Link fencing around structures 13-02-2021

for Retrofitting of WSS Sardaab for100% coverage of FHTCs “Under JIM).
osition of Funds: - Available;

Major Head of Account: JalJeevan Mission (JIM)
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in"as per schedule of dates given below: -

S. No. Description Date Time
DD MM YYYY
I Publishing date of NIT 08 07 2021 1000 Hrs
2 Download start date 09 07 2021 1100 Hrs
3 Bid submission start date 09 0/ 2021 100 Hrs
4 Bid submission end date 17 07 2021 1600 Hrs.
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 19 07 2021 MO0 Hrs.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1.1 The tenderer should in his own interest inspect and examine the site, its surroundings/topography, nature of ground, climatic conditions,

accessibility or other relevant information at his own expenses and responsibility to satisfy himself before tendering for the advertised work. The bidder
will have to execute each part of the work i.e. Civil / Electro-Mechanical part under the close supervision of the respective Engineer- in- Charges of Civil
& Mechanical wings In-charge of the Scheme.

1.2 If L1 fails to start the work within 15 days of the issuance of letter of intent or allotment, whichever is earlier, the department shall allot the
work to the other willing Lowest bidder like L2, L3, L4 and EMD of the lowest bidder including the additional Security Performance shall be forfeited ,
besides debarring the Contractor for a period of two years for participating in the e- Nit’s issued by the kmr. PHE Department Srinagar.

170 For any clarification the Bidders can contact divisional office or can email the Department at the email :-eeguraispwd@gmail.com.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE)
Mechanical Division (North) Sopore

Short term e-Tender
NIT No: PHE/MDNS/NIT/E-12 of 2021-22

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, sealed e-tenders in two covers are invited from experienced, reputed
and registered firms/ genuine manufacturer/authorized distributors/dealers/workshop holders / SSI Unit holders for the following work:

S. Name of work Cost of |Estimated |Earnest|Validity] Timeof |Programme| Technical | AAANo.and
No. 0 Cost | money |of offer| deliveryof | Head Sanction Date
(Ratein |(RsinLacs) equipment
Rs)
! Providing, fitting, testing and commissioning of,  Nil Rs3.10 120 15Days | M&EPlan | 16 0f 07/2021, | Budgetary
pumping units and starter at WSS Johama under Days (Capex) 12-07-2021 provision
M and E Plan under M&E
Providing, fitting, testing and commissioning  Nil Rs 2.85 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 170f07/2021, | Plan (Capex)
2 lof open well non-clog pumping equipment and 12-07-2021
FASD starter at WSS Delina under M and E Plan
Supply, installation, testing and commissioning  Nil Rs1.55 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 180f07/2021,
3 |of submersible pumping unit with allied works at 12-07-2021
WSS Khouj Mohalla Rangwar under M and E Plan
4 |Supply, installation, testing and commissioning|  Nil Rs1.35 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 190f07/2021,
of submersible pumping unit with allied works at - 12-07-2021
WSS Cherdari under Mand E Plan N
5 Providing, installation, testing and Nil Rs1.45 g --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 20 of 07/2021,
commissioning of submersible pumping unit with < 12-07-2021
starter at Fateh rMandE Plan 3
Providing, installation, testing and| Nil Rs210 |- --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 210f 07/202],
6 commissioning of Open Well Non Clog type =) 12-07-2021
submersible pumping equipment for WSS S
Janbazpora Raw Water Stage under Mand E Plan 2
7 |Providing, installation, testing and| Nil Rs210 |2 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 220f07/202],
commissioning of Open Well Non Clog type kS 12-07-2021
submersible pumping equipment for WSS Q
Ladoora at Raw Water Stage under M and E Plan a
g [Providing, installation, testing and| Nil Rs210 | --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 230f 07/202],
commissioning of Open Well Non Clog type g 12-07-2021
submersible pumping equipment for WSS Chakla =
Nadihal Raw Water Stage under M and E Plan =]
Urgently required electro-mechanical works to,  Nil Rs1.30 --do--| --do-- --do-- | 240f07/202],
9 be carried out at WSS Dargam Lolipora under M 12-07-2021
and E Plan
Various electrical and mechanical works to be|  Nil Rs 0.64 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 250f07/202],
10 |carried out at WSS Trikolbal Hanjiwera under M 12-07-2021
d E Plan
M |Various electrical works required to be carried out|  Nil Rs 0.275 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 260f 07/2021,
Pattan under M and E Plan 12-07-2021
12 |Various electrical and mechanical works required  Nil Rs1.52 --do-- | --do-- --do-- | 270f 07/202],
'to be carried out at WSS Wanigam Payeen under 12-07-2021
L MandEPlan

The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from13-07-2021(10:00 am).
The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 13-07-2021(10:00 am) to 19-07-2021 (6:55 pm). The
bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on the time and date, in the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE)
Mechanical Division (North) Sopore in presence of the bidders who wish to attend. In case offices happen to be closed due to holiday, or any other
reason, on the schedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the scheduled time and venue.
The complete bidding shall be online.
Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division (North) Sopore on 20-07-2021
at 3:00 pm after which the Financial bids of qualifying bidders shall be opened on the same day. The pre-bid meeting regarding clarification shall be
held in the office of the Executive Engineer P.H.E. Mechanical Division (North) Sopore on 16-07-2021 (11:00 am).
The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
No. PHE/MDNS/DB/1680-87
Dated: 12-07-2021
Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE)

DIPK-4647/21 Mechanical Division (North) Sopore

18.0 Any item of work which is required for satisfactory completion of the scheme / individual activity shall be exclusively responsibility of the

contractor and no additional cost shall be paid to the contractor.

19.0 In case of any disputes /differences, the jurisdiction shall be to the Courts situated in Srinagar only. Supplies, if involved any, will be de-
ducted at prevalent stock rates at the time of tender for such material. We look forward to your active participation.
Forand on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir

No: -SSDG/ 1264-70

Dated:-08-7-2021 DIPK-4618/21

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Special Sub Division Gurez,

Office of the Assistant Regional
Transport Officer, Shopian

Notice

1 Whereas joint application
has been received by this
office from Mr./Mrs Mushtaq
Ahamd Thoker S/0 Gh Mohad-
Thoker R/0 DK Pora Shopian
(Party No 1st) as Transferor,
(seller) owner of the vehicle
Regd. No. &

Khadim hussain Malik S/0 Ab Shaban Malik R/0 Karchihal
Chamalwas Anantnag (Parti No 2nd ) as Transferee
(purchaser) requesting for transfer of ownership of
the above noted vehicle from party No. Ist to 2nd and
cancellation of hire purchase agreement with J&K Bank
B/o Imamsabh Shopain

Before the case is disposed off on its merits, any body
having objection regarding the proposed transfer may
file his objection within seven (7) days from the datte of
publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned
No any representation/ objection shall be entertained
after stipulated period.

No: ARTO/Spn/357-2017

Dated 30-06-2017
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UT Has Vast Potential In
Cooperative Sector For Pushing
Economic Growth:- Mudgal

TR B

KO NEWS DESK

JAMMU: Secretary, Cooperatives
Department, Yasha Mudgal, on
Tuesday chaired a seminar orga-
nized by J&K Dairy Producers Pro-
cessors and Marketing Cooperative
Union limited (JKDCUL) to discuss
SAHKAR SE SAMRIDHI besides de-
liberating on strategies for revival
of Cooperative Movement in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Registrar Cooperative Societies,
Shafqat Igbal besides other senior
officers and stakeholders attended
the event.

Yasha Mudgal said that the mo-
tive of organising such seminars is
to work out modalities for revival
of cooperative movement through
creation of Farmer Producer Or-
ganisations (FPOs) in the Union
Territory. She assured to fast track
registrations of new age coopera-
tives getting registered under vari-
ous activities.

She appreciated NABARD Jam-
mu, KVK (SUKAST) and Agriculture
department for giving a detailed
account of schemes for promotion
of Cooperatives in the UT.

Secretary said that the UT has

vast potential and scope in the
Cooperative sector for pushing
economic growth and the govern-
ment is committed to provide best
market value of farmers' products.

Registrar, Cooperatives, Shafqat
Igbal, highlighted various aspects of
the scheme of Cooperative Depart-
ment saying that the department
will focus on simplifying the pro-
cess of registration of FPOs. He said
that the government has launched
various schemes for streamlining
of Cooperatives Department. He
assured solution of all present and
past grievances along with support
for creation of new FPOs.

Registration certificates of “Ekta
Mushroom Growers Producers Co-
operative Limited” were also pre-
sented to farmers by the Secretary.

Secretary, JKDCUL, Vikrant
Dogra, said that since JKDCUL
has been empanelled as a Clus-
ter Based Business Organization
(CBBO) with NABARD and NCDG, it
is their endeavor to see maximum
farmers joining the FPO movement
under various cooperative acts to
ensure that maximum people get
benefitted from the various Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes.

Anantnag Couple Turn
Dreams Into Reality Through
NRLM's Umeed Scheme

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Fighting all odds in life a
couple from Ashmuqam area of South
Kashmir's Anantnag district convert-
ed their dream of self-reliance into
the dawn of new hope by setting up a
business unit of a joinery mill.

Manzoor Ahmad Bhat along
with his wife Rubi Jan from Nam-
bal area of Ashmuqam in South
Kashmir's Anantnag district after
starting the business not only earn
for themselves but also provide
employment to four others.

According to the couple, they set
the business unit functional in 2015,
through Centre-sponsored scheme
Umeed programme under JKSRLM
at Nambal village after which they
shifted to Ashmuqgam in Jammu and
Kashmir's Anantnag district.

“I came to know about UMEED of
NRLM (National Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion) and they helped me by provid-
ing interest-free loan of Rs 15, 000
and I started a business of mill which
I gradually increased,” said Rubi Jan
said while speaking with news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

“Today we earn from Rs 20,000

» R

to Rs 25,000 a month and our entire
family is happy as my husband also
joined me in the business,” she said.

"The rate of unemployment is
higher here but now with the launch
of the scheme, many youth can get
an opportunity to earn. We are be-
ing benefited by the help of this
scheme," said Manzoor Ahmad Bhat.

He urged unemployed educated
youths of the valley to avail ben-
efits of schemes provided by the
government.

The cluster coordinator of
UMEED, Salfiya Jan, said the Union
government’s NRLM is rapidly
changing the lives of womenfolk
of far-off areas by helping and mo-
tivating them to earn their liveli-
hood by providing them easy loans
and giving them technical help to
become entrepreneurs in a small
but very effective way—(KNO)

Bring Roadmap For Making
Skill Development Institutions
Attractive: Samoon To Consultants

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: Principal Secretary,
Skill Development Department
(SDD), Dr Asgar Hassan Samoon
on Tuesday said that time has
come to reorient our Polytechnic
colleges and Industrial Training
Institutions (ITIs) so that they
becomes more attractive and job
guaranteeing centres.

Dr Samoon asked the consul-
tants, hired by the SDD for pro-
viding them the roadmap for
making these institutions more
viable and relevant under pres-
ent circumstances. He urged
them to study all the models ad-
opted elsewhere and correlate
them with our circumstances to
postulate solutions that are im-
perative and operative in nature.

The Principal Secretary asked
them that they should visit skill
institutions all over J&K be-
fore drawing any conclusions.
He exhorted upon them that
their report should be a kind
of SWOT analysis in which all
our weaknesses and threats are
highlighted with corresponding
corrective measures suggested
against each of them.

Dr Samoon asked the consul-
tants to talk to the faculty, stu-
dents, industries as well as other
professionals here to guage the
actual loopholes afflicting our
institutions. He encouraged
them to examine all the aspects
like curriculum, faculty, infra-
structure and machinery avail-
able in these institutions and see
if all of it is relevant and used
optimally.

The Principal Secretary im-
pressed upon them to make this
exercise an outcome based one
that is in coherence with our
expectations. He enjoined upon
them to submit the interim re-
port within three months and
final report not after the expiry
of six months period.

The consultants made a pre-
sentation on the nature and
scope of work they want to carry
out. They gave out that there
are several areas they want to
study before tabling their report.
These include demand assess-
ment of industries and market,
aspiration mapping of aspirants
and post training trails of stu-
dents and scope and area of im-
provements and up gradations.

On the occasion an MoU was
also signed between the SDD and
Delhi based consultancy firm
which officially marked the be-
ginning of this premier exercise.

The Principal Secretary also
reviewed the progress of upda-
tion of recruitment rules go-
ing on through department of
ARI & Trainings. He asked the
concerned to finalise the same
forthwith so that promotions
and future recruitments are car-
ried out in the department.

Samoon also took appraisal
of recruitments to be made by
the Services Selection Board.
He directed the Secretary, JKSSB
to culminate the selection on
all the referred posts of the de-
partment on fast track basis. He
also directed for referring all the
vacant posts to the board espe-
cially the teaching positions. He
maintained that efficient man-
power is prerequisite for opti-
mal utilization of infrastructure
and other assets meant for im-
parting training to students. He
asked the officers to reconcile
with board the posts referred
till date and pending referral on
their part in this week only.

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY IMPRESSED UPON THEM to make
this exercise an outcome based one that is in coherence with our expectations. He
enjoined upon them to submit the interim report within three months and final report
not after the expiry of six months period.

Legal Metrology Conducts Awareness
Camps For Bakers Across Kashmir

SRINAGAR: The Legal Metrol-
ogy Department today organised
awareness camps across Kashmir
division to educate the valley
based bakers of various provi-
sions of Legal Metrology (Pack-
aged Commodities) Rules, 2011.
The main function was held
at Legal Metrology Complex Be-
mina, Srinagar where Controller,
Legal Metrology UT of J&K, Majid
K. A. Drabu, held a brief discus-

sion with members of Bakers
Association Kashmir.

The chair stressed the Bakers
to keep their premises neat and
clean and ensure availability of
bakery items in hygienic condi-
tion. He also instructed them
to go for proper packaging as
per Legal Metrology Laws and
stressed them to abide by rules
and regulations.

A detailed lecture on Legal

Metrology (Packaged Commodi-
ties) Rules-2011 was delivered
by the Deputy Controller (Con-
sumer Protection) followed by
an interactive session in which
various doubts/queries raised by
the association were cleared.
Similar programs were held at all
the district headquarters of organi-
zation across the valley to ensure
availability of bakery items as per
the norms of Legal Metrology Laws.

Advisor Khan Stresses
On Making Cleanliness
Hallmark Ahead Of Eid

KO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Farooq Khan
today took stock of all the ar-
rangements being made here
for the celebration of upcom-
ing Eid-ul-Adha festival.

The meeting was attended by
Divisional Commissioner Kash-
mir, IGP Kashmir, Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Commis-
sioner SMC, Directors of FCS&CA,
Animal Husbandry, representa-
tives from Health, Legal Meteo-
rology and Wakf Board.

Advisor Khan impressed
upon the divisional and dis-
trict administration to make
arrangements of thorough
cleanliness of all the areas
especially city interiors. He
asked them to clean the lo-
cations several times a day
where sacrificial animals are
put to sale. He urged them to
see that the sheep, goat and
poultry coming to J&K should
be checked before sent for
consumption to public.

Khan also urged the offi-
cers to be tough on hoarders
and over-pricing shopkeepers
especially meat, bakery and
poultry sellers. He asked them
to book under law whoever is
found resorting to such unfair
means. He asked them that
joint enforcement teams com-
prising of both civil and police
administration should be con-
stituted for making frequent
inspections on regular basis so
that all these nefarious activi-
ties are curtailed fully.

The Advisor further asked the

officers that a message should
go across and people should
come forward for registering
their complaints. He exhorted
upon them to ensure quality and
reliable power and water supply
of all the areas so that people do
not face any hardships.

The Advisor was informed
that market checking squads
have been created to keep check
on the prices. The divisional ad-
ministration has also directed
the Magistracy of each district
to supervise the task and take
corrective measures, wherever
necessary. He was further in-
formed that all the livestock
entering the valley is checked
at Lower Munda checkpoint and
quality ensured by our vets and
paramedics posted there.

The meeting was further
apprised that special arrange-
ments for cleanliness of all the
locations has been scheduled
besides the regular supply of
electricity and water ensured.

It was further given out that in
view of the ensuing covid pan-
demic people are asked to take
all the precautions and observe
covid appropriate behaviour so
that the chances of spread of this
virus are curtailed for the general
welfare of people of J&K.

Elderly Man Revives Keeps
Decades Old Art Of Making
‘Grass Sandals’ Alive

In Bandipora

wil -4

bl

Agencies

BANDIPORA: A-110-year old
Abdul Samad Ganaie from Ke-
housa village of north Kash-
mir's Bandipora district is
busy making ‘Grass Sandals’
(Pulharoo) on the front porch
of his house, smoking hooka
in between.

Ganaie, is known in his vil-
lage for making wonderful
wearing Kashmiri traditional
Grass Sandals also typically
known as “Pulhoor”. The elder-
ly man is committed to revive
the age-old art of Kashmir—
making sandals out of grass.

“l started doing this job
at the age 40,” Ganaie told a
news agency, at his home.
“l make slippers out of soft
grass which is kept in water
for several days.”

Ganaie’s said that when
people of Kashmir were not
able to wear foot fear ie. Be-
fore 1960 due to poverty,
grass-made slippers were
only choice for them. “Now
that times have changed and
peoples’ economic conditions
have changed, there are less
takers for grass slippers but I
have kept the art alive.”

He said: "I used to live on
this and would feed whole
family but now everything
has changed. Sometimes some
people used to pay me Rs 10,
the value of which was like Rs
1000 those days.” He said there
is none in his family interested
in weaving grass sandals. “This
art will die with me,” he said
amid sobs—(KNO)

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

cebook's WhatsApp

faces a complaint

from European Union

consumer groups who

say the chat service has been

unfairly pressuring users to

accept a new privacy update

in what it calls a breach of
the bloc's regulations.

The European Consumer
Organisation, or BEUC,
filed a complaint Monday
over the way WhatsApp
has brought in changes to
its terms of service and
privacy policy, saying they
aren't transparent or easily
understood by users.

Many WhatsApp users
switched to other chat apps
like Signal and Telegram
because of privacy con-
cerns when the update was
rolled out earlier this year
because of concerns the
changes would give Face-
book access to more infor-
mation on users.

"WhatsApp has been
bombarding  users for
months with aggressive and
persistent pop-up messages

Whatsapp Faces EU Consumer
Complaint Over Privacy Update

other chat apps like Signal

ANY
WHATSAPP

users switched to

Department of Geology and Mining

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

District Mineral Office Srinagar
PUBLIC NOTICE

and Telegram because

of privacy concerns uty Commissioner Srinagar.

ol oot ot thie Name of the Officials

year because of concerns 1 ' HE.EHI Din AHhazar

the changes would give 2. - 1aSeen Ahanger
Facebook access to more 3. Shaukat Ahmad Bahadur
information on users.

Designation Cellphone numbers
{ Mineral Supervisar) 006691608
(Mineral Guard) 9596183630
[Mineral Guard) TODB3154E80

The details of approved rates are as under;

The general public is informed through the medium of this notice to contact nearest Police Station and the following cell-
phone numbers for redressal of grievances pertaining to the sale of minor mineral beyond approved rates fixed by the Dep-

to force them to accept its
new terms of use and pri-
vacy policy," BEUC Director
General Monique Goyens
said. They've been telling
users that their access to
their app will be cut off if
they do not accept the new
terms. Yet consumers don't
know what they're actually
accepting. BEUC and con-
sumer rights groups from
eight member countries
filed the complaint to the
EU's executive Commission
and the bloc's network of
consumer authorities.
WhatsApp said the com-
plaint is based on a misun-

derstanding of the update's
purpose and effect and would
welcome the opportunity to
explain it to the BEUC.

Our recent update ex-
plains the options people
have to message a business
on WhatsApp and provides
further transparency about
how we collect and use
data, WhatsApp said in a
prepared statement. The
update does not expand
our ability to share data
with Facebook, and does
not impact the privacy of
your messages with friends
or family, wherever they
are in the world.

5. Mo Kind of Minor Mineral nit Rates at stock yard per Tipper {150
cft] IMR
] Sand 26,5/t 3075
Crusher Stones
o {Assorted Size) 22/cit 3300
Duarry/Fubbla Stone
3 (Masonary Stone) 6.50/cft a75

Freight charges from stock yvard to different destinations shall remain same as natified by the Competent Autharity from
time to time.
District Mineral Officer
Srinagar
Mo, DMO/DGM/SGR2020/1341-48
Dated: - 13.07.2021.
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As Covid-19 Ebbs, GMC Mulls
Summer Break From July 16

Agencies

SRINAGAR: As the second
wave of Covid-19 is show-
ing a declining trend, the au-
thorities at the government
medical college Srinagar are
mulling to go for summer va-
cations from 16th July.

A circular issued in this
regard by GMC Principal
reads that all the Heads of
Departments of various dis-
ciplines of the Government
of Medical College Srinagar
are requested to furnish the
summer vacations roster
for the year 2021 of regular
faculty members for both
the halves as under and sub-
mit the same to this office
within a period of (02) days
positively from the date of
issue of this circular, so that
the roster is completed and

issued well in time.
However, while prepar-
ing the roster, the following
guidelines are reiterated for
being kept in view: First Half
Vacations w.e.f. 16-07-2021
to 29-07-2021. Second Half
Vacations w.e.f. 01-08-2021
to 14-08-2021. (30 and 31
July 2021 will be the com-
mon working days for all the
faculty members and no kind
leave whatsoever for these
days will be entertained.)
The instructions as per
the circular reads that as far
as possible equal number of
faculty staff in each depart-
ment will remain present
during both the halves of the
vacations, so that the work
will be carried on smoothly,
faculty members on duty
during any of the above
halves of summer vacations

shall not be entitled to at-
tend conference/workshops/
seminars etc unless other-
wise the same is unavoid-
able and the alternative ar-
rangements therefore are
ensured by the concerned
HOD, no faculty members
shall be allowed to avail
of the vacations in excess
in any case, all the faculty
members availing of any of
the halves of vacations shall
join thereafter and no kind
of leave whatsoever can be
allowed and all the faculty
members availing of any of
the halves of vacations will
record and communicate to
the college in their depar-
ture reports their mailing
address/telephone numbers,
besides that next senior fac-
ulty member available in
the department will provide

cover during the absence
vacations of HOD, as the
case may be and the senior
faculty member will act as
I/C Head of the Department.
If the faculty members of
any department have not
availed the previous winter
vacations due to any reasons
credit shall be given in their
earned leave account as per
rules.

"All the heads of the de-
partments will ensure that
teaching programme as well
as patient care will not suffer
during the period of sum-
mer vacations-2021 and the
lecturers who joined from
January, 2021 onwards either
on regular or on academic
arrangement basis will re-
main present during both
the halves of summer vaca-
tion 2021," It adds.

—_—

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Railway authorities
have decided to extend trains ser-
vices from Banihal to Baramulla
from tomorrow (July 14), official
sources said on Tuesday.

Since July 1, when the services
resumed after seven weeks of
suspension, two pairs of trains
chugged between Banihal to
Budgam only.

Besides extending the ser-
vices from Banihal to Baramulla

Train Service To Resume
Fully From Today

and vice versa, the sources said
that one extra train (04620) will
originate from Baramulla at 15:10
hours from Wednesday.

They said the existing services
originating from Banihal (04617
and 04619) will be extended to
Baramulla where as train ser-
vice (04618) will originate from
Baramulla at 800 hours. “One
extra train service (04620) will
originate from Baramulla at 1510
hours and will pick up the route of
(04622) Budgam at 1615 hours.”

BSF Defuses
Anti-Tank Mine
In Samba

JAMMU: The Border Security
Force (BSF) on Tuesday de-
fused an anti-tank mine in
the border district of Samba in
Jammu and Kashmir after a lo-
cal resident spotted it, officials
said. A villager detected the
rusted anti-tank mine in his
field in Gallard border hamlet
along International Border (IB)
and immediately informed
BSF troops, they said.

A BSF team rushed to the
spot and detected the mine,
which was later defused, they
said. With this, a major trag-
edy was averted, they said.

CONTD.FROM PAGE 3

Authorities Seal

that the party had sought permis-
sion from the Srinagar district admin-
istration, but there was no response
from the authorities.

The NC on Tuesday took to Twitter
to pay tributes to the martyrs.

“July 13, 1931 marks the assertion of
JK’s IDENTITY and RIGHTS of its peo-
ple. The martyrs of July 13, will contin-
ue to be a beacon of LIGHT for us and
for the coming generations,” party vice
president Omar Abdullah was quoted
as saying in a tweet on NC's official
Twitter handle.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti
also took to Twitter to express her
outrage over the locking down of the
graveyard.

“Today on the occasion of Martyrs’
day, gates leading to their graveyards
have been locked up. Attempts to
distort & rewrite Kashmir's history
is being done only to create a sense
of defeat & helplessness amongst
Kashmiris,” she said.

Meanwhile, normal life in some
parts of Kashmir was affected due
to the strike called by the Hurriyat
Conference led by Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq.

Shops and other business establish-
ments in the commercial hub of Lal
Chowk, adjoining areas and old city
remained closed due to the strike.

“July 13 1931 was the turning
point in the contemporary history of
Kashmir when 22 Kashmiris killed
in cold blood by the ruler of the day
became its first martyrs and led to
the launch of a political agitation by
the people of Kashmir for their po-
litical and economic unshackling,’ the
Hurriyat said in a statement.

It said to this day, the people of
Kashmir are struggling for the realisa-
tion of that aspiration, having lost tens
of thousands of lives since and being
devastated by a conflict over the land”.

“The people of Kashmir have always
honoured these martyrs on this day
and commemorated it as the martyrs’
day by holding rallies at the martyrs
graveyard to pay tributes to them
and observed a protest strike in their
memory, it said.

July 13 was a public holiday in the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir
and a grand official function was held
every year on this day where the chief
minister or the governor would be the
chief guest.

The holiday was cancelled and all
official ceremonies stopped in 2020
after abrogation of article 370 and
splitting of Jammu and Kashmir state
into two union territories.

Rains Bring

showers are predicted till July 17.

A meteorological department of-
ficial here said that Srinagar received
1.3mm of rain from 0830 hours to 1730
hours. The summer capital of J&K, he
said, recorded maximum temperature
of 244 degrees Celsius which was
5.2 degrees Celsius below the normal
for the season and almost ten degree
Celsius than a few days ago.

Jammu, the winter capital of J&K,
received 10.9mm of rain in 24 hours
till 0830 hours today and recorded
a maximum of 35.5 degrees Celsius
against normal of 34.8 degrees Celsius,
he said.

Qazigund recorded 26.6 degrees
Celsius, Pahalgam 23.6 degrees Celsius
while Kokernag witnessed 25.7 de-
grees Celsius, the official said.

The border town Kupwara recorded
a maximum temperature of 28.1 de-
grees Celsius, he said.

World famous skiing and tourist
resort Gulmarg in north Kashmir was
the coldest place in the Valley, record-
ing a maximum of 15.2 degrees Celsius
against the normal of 20.8 degree
Celsius for this time of the season for
the place, the official added.

For next two days, the weather-
man has also issued ‘yellow warning
for “isolated thunderstorm/lightning”
for both Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions. There are four types of colour
codes signifying the level of cau-
tion: green which means no action,

yellow—situation to be watched), am-
ber —-government agencies need to be
prepared for severe weather and red
-action needed by the agencies.

Meanwhile, there shall be no ve-
hicular movement from either side
on Jammu-Srinagar highway between
Nashree and Jawahar Tunnel in view
of maintenance and repairing of the
road, the authorities said.

However, subject to fair weather
and good road condition, LMVs from
both sides and HMVs (upto ten tyres)
from Srinagar towards Poonch shall be
allowed on Mughal road on July 14.

Regarding Srinagar-Sonamarg-
Gumri road, the officials said that
subject to fair weather and good road
condition, only one-way traffic from
Kargil towards Srinagar shall be al-
lowed from Minamarg at 0700 hours
upto 1400 hours. “No Vehicle shall be
allowed before and after cut off tim-
ing,” the official added.

Two Detained

the PSA in Banihal area and later de-
tained them and sent them to Jammu-
based Kotbalwal jail, they said.

The detained persons have been
identified as Tariq Ahmad Dar, a resi-
dent of Hollan Banihal, and Tanvir
Ahmad Choudhury alias Jimmi of
Banihal, the officials said.

Dar is a political activist, while
Choudhury is a shopkeeper, they said.

The superintendent of police,
Ramban, submitted dossiers against
the duo recommending cases for de-
tention of the duo under the provi-
sions of Jammu and Kashmir’s Public
Safety Act, 1978, the officials said.

The dossiers stated that the duo was
reportedly involved in anti-national
and anti-social activities, and in the
law and order problems in Banihal.
They attempted to promote enmity
between two religious groups, which
in turn could have lead to violence and
hatred between them, the dossiers
said.

They were involved in anti-national
activities within the jurisdiction of
Banihal police station, and its sur-
rounding areas.

They were also involved in organ-
ising ‘bandhs’ in Banihal area on the
instance and call given by Hurriyat
leaders from the Kashmir Valley, the
dossiers said.

They were also instigating the peo-
ple of the Banihal area, especially the
youth against Jammu and Kashmir,
and the government of India, it said.

Both are involved in unlawful activi-
ties and a number of other cases regis-
tered at Banihal police station.

The dossiers also point their in-
volvement in attacks on vehicles of
Amarnath yatris on the highway in the
area a few years ago.

The district magistrate issued orders
of detention on the dossiers of police,
who executed the detention warrants
on Tuesday, they said.

HC Seeks

Transport Department was against
the “purport” of the High Court’s April
29 judgment by virtue of which RTO
Kashmir’s order regarding re-registra-
tion of the vehicles from outside J&K
was quashed.

Among others, the judgment pro-
vides that a vehicle once registered
in any state of India, shall not be re-
quired to be registered elsewhere in
the country.

However, it said, that a motor ve-
hicle registered in one state and, if
kept for a period exceeding 12 months
in another state, shall apply to the
Registering Authority of the new state/
UT for the assignment of the new reg-
istration mark and once the life time
tax has been levied and paid on a mo-
tor vehicle at the point of the registra-
tion of a vehicle, no further tax can be
levied and demanded on the vehicle,
on it being removed from one state to
another.

Senior advocate Faisal Qadiri argued
that despite the April 29 judgment
and order, the Transport department
was demanding 9% token tax from the
owners of the vehicles, who have ap-
plied for assignment of new registra-
tion mark in the J&K even though their
vehicles are duly registered outside
J&K and have already paid life time tax
on those vehicles.

Advocate Aman Ali, counsel appear-
ing for the Transport Department, filed
a statement of facts. While taking it on
record, the court however observed
that the statement of facts falls short
of indicating a provision under which
the Transport Department can realize
tax again on a motor vehicle on which
a lifetime tax has already been paid in
a different state.

“In view of the facts and circum-
stances, we direct the issuing notice to
(Commissioner/Secretary to Transport
Department, Transport Commissioner
and in-charge RTO Kashmir ) in per-
son, who may file their response
within one month,” the court said
and posted the contempt petition on
August 24. (GNS)

Favourable Regime

is on the most wanted terrorist list
of the National Investigation Agency
(NIA).

Investigators, according to these
reports, have found Shakeel, who was
working in SKIMS since the 1990s, of
facilitating terror-funding on at least
Six occasions.

They also have accused Shahid
Yusuf, an employee of the agriculture
department since 2007, to have been
involved in terror-financing on nine
occasions.

“Shahid Yusuf even visited Dubai on
a passport where fathers name was
mentioned as Yousuf Mir instead of
Syed Mohd Yusuf. This was in 1999-
2000. He was accompanied by Nasir
Mir, Hizbul Mujahideen operative

who lives in Dubai, investigators have
found, these reports suggest. During
his visit Shahid Yousuf met his fa-
ther Salahuddin. He also met Nazir
Ahmad Qureshi, who is originally from
Baramulla but now operates from
Saudi Arabia and London and finances
terror activities in India,” according to
these reports.

They claimed Shakeel’s terror activi-
ties were unraveled after the NIA took
over a terror funding case originally
probed by Delhi Police.

Charges were framed against the
two brothers by NIA in 2020 and
Jammu and Kashmir administration
on Saturday said it has terminated the
services of 11 government employees,
including sons of Hizbul Mujahideen
chief Syed Salahuddin.

Their services were terminated un-
der Article 311 of the Constitution of
India. No inquiry is necessary against
the accused under this. A designated
committee for scrutinising such cases
recommended this action. Dismissed
employees can only approach a High
Court for relief, reports said.

PDD To Install

review the functioning of Central
workshop Division and Electric Central
Store Division Pampore, an official
spokesperson said.

The LG’s Advisor, he said, also vis-
ited various places in Srinagar where
branch pruning is in progress and di-
rected the officers to complete the
task within stipulated time as a proac-
tive measure for winter preparedness
and to avoid any transmission distur-
bance due to heavy winds and vaga-
ries of weather.

“He directed the officer to have the
first round of pruning completed by
15th of September and the second
round by 10th of October. He said all
the power corridors should be free
from any interruptions on this behalf,”
he said.

According to the official spokesper-
son, the PDD Chief Engineer informed
the Advisor about the steps being tak-
en for up-gradation in order to provide
efficient power supply to the people.

“He said that 45000 poles, 10 kms
of conductor wire besides other infra-
structure will be laid in coming days
in order to improve the power supply.
He informed that some infrastructure
equipment has already been procured
while the rest is at the tendering stage.
Advisor was also informed that in-
sulated cables will also be laid in 45
towns,” he said.

Stressing on the need for stabiliza-
tion and modernization of power sup-
ply in Jammu and Kashmir, Advisor
Khan, as per the official spokesperson
directed the officers to double their
efforts in order to provide efficient
power supply to the consumers.

The Advisor, he said, directed the of-
ficers to take all necessary measures
to meet the energy demands of people

and initiate the process of up-grada-
tion and replacement of old and obso-
lete infrastructure to keep up with the
requirements of the department.

“While inspecting the workshop at
Pampore, he inquired about the tech-
nical specifications and reviewed the
overall functioning of the workshop
including staff strength, status of
faults, power schedules, functioning
of control rooms, complaint redress
mechanism and repair of transforms,”
the official spokesperson said.

“Advisor also laid stress on third
party verification at different levels re-
garding the laying of poles and wiring
and said that Deputy Commissioners
should report about the achievements
in their respective districts,” he added.

The official spokesperson said that
LG’s Advisor is personally monitoring
the power scenario and is very partic-
ular about ensuring better power sup-
ply in the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.

“Advisor said that government has
augmented the infrastructure to en-
sure that the uninterrupted power
supply could be provided to the con-
sumers as far as possible. Advisor fur-
ther said that all the projects should
be completed within the stipulated
time frame and wants everything to
be rolled out on the ground,” he said.

Khan, he said, also directed the
Power Department to streamline the
power transmission and distribution
system and passed on specific direc-
tions to minimize transmission and
distribution losses.

“He also directed the officers to re-
duce the incidence of outages as far
as possible and micro level planning
should be done in this regard and said
that by the onset of winter, the depart-
ment should be in a comfortable po-
sition to provide efficient power sup-
ply,” the official spokesperson said.

“He directed that the power curtail-
ment schedules, if at all to be enforced
in a particular area, should be put in
public domain beforehand so that
people know about the power curtail-
ments in advance and plan their ac-
tivities accordingly,” he added.

As per the official spokesperson,
Khan also enquired about the frequen-
cy of damaged transformers received
in the division on daily basis and the
position of Buffer Stock available.

The Advisor, he said, also had physi-
cal inspection of buffer stocks of poles,
transformers, conductors and other
material. He directed the officers to
stick to the timeline for repairing of
transformers.

“Advisor further directed to main-
tain sufficient buffer stock including
Power transformers so that the same
becomes ready for use in case of any
urgent situation and stressed upon
strengthening the Central workshop
Division,” the offi-

Khan also directed the MD KPDCL to
set their targets and achieve desired
results while reviewing the overall
functioning on fortnightly basis, be-
sides increasing the inspections.

Khan, he said, further directed them
to speed up the trimming or cutting
down of trees underneath power lines
to avoid damages.

Youth Goes Missing

to his son to return home.

After failing to trace him, the fam-
ily has filed a missing report in Police
Station Sopore.

Meanwhile, Police officials said that
the family has lodged a missing report
and further investigation has been
taken up in this regard. (KNO)

LG Asks JMC

to the LG pertaining to commensu-
rate increase in the human resources
and financial support as per the in-
creasing jurisdiction of JMC, special
funds for maintaining proper drain-
age system in Jammu, construction of
Water park/Amusement park on the
lines of Wonderland in Ludhiana, be-
sides other issues of public importance.

4 Gamblers Held

regarding gambling activity in vil-
lage Hawoora, a police spokesperson
said Tuesday.

Besides playing cards, he said, an
amount of Rs 37060 mobile phones and
1 sheet was recovered. Also one vehicle
bearing registration No. ]JK14B-5281
used in commission of crime was
seized.

“Regarding the incident, case with
FIR No. 61/2020 U/S 13 G Act stands
registered in Police station Qaimoh and
further investigation into the matter
has been initiated,” the police spokes-
person added.

Bear, 2 Cubs

arrived at the spot. After hours of
efforts, the female bear and her cubs
were rescued.

“The bear and the cubs will be re-
located to Dachigam Park here,” an of-
ficial said.

Police Slaps Fine

from 2866 people during the last
24 hours in the Valley for violating the
various rules and guidelines regarding
Covid-19. “The special drive against the
violators of Covid-19 guidelines/rules
continued throughout all the districts
of Kashmir Valley to ensure that people
adhere to SOPs/guidelines envisaged by
the government to curb COVID-19 pan-
demic,” he added.

Shooting Stone
However, the doctors referred him

to Srinagar hospital for advanced treat-
ment. (KNT)

cial spokesperson

said, adding that

Chinese Troops

incident ~ happened
soon after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi con-
gratulated the Tibetan

religious leader on his REA o Dependent certificata, ="z
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in Taktser, Amdo, north-
eastern Tibet. o

At the age of two, !
the child, then named
Lhamo Dhondup, was
recognised as the rein-
carnation of the previ-
ous 13th Dalai Lama,
Thubten Gyatso.

In 1950, after China’s
invasion of Tibet, he was
called upon to assume
full political power. In
1959, he was forced to
escape into exile. Since
then, he has been living
in Dharamsala.
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Young Hockey Player Dies
Of Heart Attack While
Training At Srinagar Park

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A young hockey play-
er from Jammu & Kashmir Police’s
hockey team died of heart attack
while practising at Joggers Park in
Raj Bagh area of Srinagar city.

The deceased was identified as
Rupinder Singh (72/F), a resident
of Singhpora Pattan area of North
Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The de-
ceased policeman was 24 years old.

Sources told news agency KNT
that a follower in Jammu & Kashmir
Police Department, also a part of
Central Hockey Team of J&K Police,
was doing practice at Joggers Park Raj
Bagh when he collapsed and died.

They said despite his on spot
death, the victim was taken to
Police Hospital, Srinagar where
the doctors declared him brought
dead. The cause of his death was
ascertained to be a heart attack.

Cricket Fraternity, Former
Teammates Mourn 83 WC
Hero Yashpal Sharma’s Death

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: India’s cricket frater-
nity was in shock and disbelief as it
mourned the death of 1983 World
Cup hero Yashpal Sharma on Tues-
day, paying glowing tributes to the
former batsman with his teammates
from that historic triumph breaking
down while remembering him.

Yashpal, a former middle-order
batsman, died on Tuesday after suf-
fering a massive cardiac arrest in
New Delhi. He was 66 and is survived
by his wife, two daughters and a son.

Captain of the '83 team Kapil
Dev broke down when PTI con-
tacted him and could only say, “I
won't be able to speak.”

Yashpal's other teammates
were as shocked. The 1983 squad
had met on the sidelines of a book
launch here a couple of weeks ago.

“It is unbelievable. He was the
fittest among all of us. [ had asked
him that day when we met how
about his routine.

“He was a vegetarian, teeto-
taller, used to have soup for his
dinner and very particular about
his morning walks. I am just
shocked,” former India captain
Dilip Vengsarkar told PTI, reacting
to the tragic development.

Former Indian captain Kris
Srikkanth said he has lost a friend.

“He was one of the main he-
roes who helped us lift the 1983
World Cup. I have great memories
of playing with him. My condo-
lences to his family.

“As a co-selector in picking the
team for the 2011 World Cup, Yas-
hpal played a key role,” he said.

Kirti Azad, another member of
the 1983 team, also paid glowing
tributes to his former teammate.

“He told me that day we met
that I had lost weight. We had a
great reunion. I remember the
very first game in the 1983 world
Cup playing the mighty Windies
with that quartet of fast bowlers,
he set the agenda and we won
that game,” he said.

“He was again fantastic in the
semifinal, hitting Bob Willis for a six.”

Azad also remembered Yash-
pal’s on-field athleticism.

“Nowadays people say (Ravin-
dra) Jadeja hits stumps regularly but
so did Yashpal. He was a live wire on
the field and would hit stumps all
the time. He was the guy who was
always on the look out for doing
something or the other in the field.”

Azad recalled how Yashpal
would find homemade Indian food
for the entire team during tours.

“Since he was a vegetarian, he
would look for homemade food
on tours. He somehow managed
to find it, dal chawal, chhole ra-
jma. He arranged for all of us. He
was very particular about his food
besides fitness,” he said.

Former national selector Suren-
dra Bhave, who worked with Yash-
pal in the selection panel, recalled
him as a dedicated worker.

“...you don't associate everyone
as a good talent search man, but
Yashpal had his own reading of the
game and he spotted talent very
quickly and he was good at that.

“He wouldn’t mind travelling
extensively to see first-class crick-

et,” recalled Bhave, a domestic stal-
wart, who played for Maharashtra.

Tributes poured in for Yashpal
on social media too with sports
minister and former BCCI Presi-
dent Anurag Thakur among those
offering condolences.

“Saddened by the passing away of
ace cricketer & 1983 World Cup win-
ning member Sh Yashpal Sharma,”
Thakur wrote on his twitter handle.

“He had an illustrious career &
was India’s second-highest run get-
ter at the 1983 World Cup. He was
also an umpire and national selector.
His contribution won't be forgotten.”

Batting legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar also expressed his disbelief
at the death.

“Shocked and deeply pained by
the demise of Yashpal Sharma ji.
Have fond memories of watching
him bat during the 1983 World Cup.

“His contribution to Indian crick-
et shall always be remembered. My
sincere condolences to the entire
Sharma family,” Tendulkar wrote
on his Twitter handle.

According to sources, Yashpal
collapsed at home after returning
from his morning walk here.

Sandhu said Yashpal “played a
huge role in winning the World
Cup” but didn’t get his due.

“The media may not have given
him that kind of credit that he
should have been given. But he gave
100 per cent all the time, played to
win the game, and even in fielding,
he was brilliant in the field.”

BCCI secretary Jay Shah said
Yashpal was a key contributor to
India’s maiden World Cup triumph.

“Shocked and pained to learn
about the sudden demise of Shri
Yashpal Sharma. He will always
be remembered for his knock
of 89 runs against West Indies,
which provided impetus to India’s
world cup journey in 1983 and his
overall contribution for #TeamIn-
dia,” he wrote. Former India crick-
eters took to the micro-blogging
site to pay their homage.

“Shocking to hear about the
passing of Yashpal sharma. One of
the heroes of our first World Cup
win. Condolences to his family
and friends,” former skipper and
leg-spinner Anil Kumble wrote.

Former India opener Virender
Sehwag also expressed his sadness.

“So sorry to hear about #Yash-
palSharma Paaji ‘s passing away, one
of the heroes of our 1983 WC win.
Heartfelt condolences,” he tweeted.

Former all-rounder Yuvraj Singh
wrote; “Very sad news of the un-
timely demise of Yashpal Sharma
paaji. May his soul rest in peace. My
condolences to his family and loved
ones.” Former batsman VVS Laxman
said he was “devastated” by the news.

“Devastating news of the pass-
ing of Yash Paaji. He was one of
the hero’s of 1983 World Cup win-
ning team and was a very affable
person. Heartfelt condolences to
the family. Thoughts and Prayers,”
Laxman tweeted.

In his international career, Yas-
hpal, who was also a national se-
lector during early part of 2000s,
played 37 Tests, scoring 1606 runs,
and 42 ODIs in which he made 883.
He also picked up one wicket each
in the two formats to his credit.

JKFA Professional League 2021

J&K Bank XI,
Real Kashmir Register
Easy Wins On Day 2

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: On day 2 of the 1st Edi-
tion JKFA Professional League 2021
two matches were played at Sri-
nagar’s Synthetic Turf Ground TRC.

In the first match Real Kash-
mir FC (Reserves) took on Sports
Council Football Academy (SCFA).
The match turned out to be a one-
sided affair as RKFC dismantled the
young SCFA team, scoring 5 and
conceding 0 goals. Real Kashmir’s
Sahil Khursheed was awarded the
Man of the Match award for his
brilliant performance.

In the second match, J&K Bank
XI clashed with Hyderya Sports FC.
Billed as the main-event with eve-
ning kick off, the match was held
under the TRC ground'’s flood lights.

“Both the teams right from the
start of the match exhibited qual-
ity football which left the spectators

spell bound. Their tactical play en-
thralled the audience. The match was
played in flood lights which added
extra charm to the game and every
movement was enjoyed by the spec-
tators. Hyderya Sports Club made a
superb move but failed to convert it
into goal in 30th minute of first half,
which ended goalless. However, in
the 55th minute J&K Bank XI took
the lead from a superb goal scored
by Akif,” the JKFA said in a statement.
“In the 75th minute of the
match J&K Bank made a move with
a cross from midfield-maestro
Adnan who found Akif in the box.
The striker made no mistake by
converting another goal through a
splendid header and consolidated
their lead,” the statement added.
“In the 80th minute of the
match Hyderya Sports made a
counter attach and scored the first
goal through captain Shahnawaz

Bashir. The Bank players respond-
ed immediately and made a coun-
ter attack from which Akif made
no mistake in converting another
goal. Akif of J&K Bank scored the
first hattrick of the tournament.

“Akif scored the 4th goal for
his team in the dying movements
of the match before Prem Kumar
scored another for the J&K Bank
team. Thus J&K Bank XI defeated
Hyderya Sports by 5 goals to one,”
the JKFA statement concluded.

Aakif Javed of J&K Bank was de-
clared man of the match.

Two more matches of the Pro-
fessional League 2021 are set to be
played today. The first match at 4:00
pm will be played between Shaheen
FC Jammu & Kashmir Avengers FC
while the second match will be
played between Lonestar Kashmir
FC and Downtown Heroes FC at
6:30 pm under flood lights.

PM Modi Interacts With Tokyo-
Bound Athletes ,JKSC Participates

Agencies

NEW DELHI: PM Narendra Modi on
Tuesday held a virtual interaction
with India’s Tokyo Olympics 2020
contingent with an aim to motivate
the soon to be departing athletes.

The live video conferencing
event was also joined in by Jammu
& Kashmir Sports Council (JKSC)
who made the necessary arrange-
ments for the viewing at New In-
door Hall, Pologround, Srinagar.
The JKSC event saw a sizeable
crowd of coaches and athletes
along with Government officials
including Secretary, JKSC, Chief
Accounts Officer, JKSC, Divisional
Sports Officer, JKSC and Manager,
Indoor Sports Hall.

PM Modi started the confer-
ence by asking the athletes about
their ambitions and challenges
ahead of the sporting extrava-
ganza. He asked Olympic bronze
medallist and six-time world
champion M C Mary Kom about
her favourite athlete and favou-
rite shot, and her reply was Mu-
hammad Ali and the hook.

Then he went to Rio Olympics
silver medallist and reigning world
champion Sindhu and her parents
and praised them for the sacrifices
they have made during the journey.

To begin with, Modi spoke to ar-
chers Deepika Kumari and Pravin
Jadhav and asked them not to feel the
pressure of expectations at home.

Modi told Deepika the nation
is talking about her following her

gold in the World Cup in Paris.

"You're world number 1 now.
Your journey is very special,” he said.

Newly-appointed union sports
minister Anurag Thakur and his
deputy Nisith Pramanik, law minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, who was succeeded
by Thakur, were also present dur-
ing the interactive session.

The PM said the people of India
are cheering for their athletes to do
well at the Olympics.

Modi also praised the role
played by the government's Khelo
India initiative.

India to send 228-strong contingent
to Tokyo Olympics, 119 athletes in it

India will be sending a
228-strong contingent to the

Tokyo Olympics,
athletes, I0A President Narinder
Batra said on Tuesday. Out of the
119 athletes, 67 are male and 52
female participants, Batra said
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s interaction with Olympic-
bound athletes.

“The total Indian contingent for
Tokyo Olympics will be 228. There
will be 67 male athletes and 52
female athletes. We are fighting
for 85 medal events,” Batra said in
the virtual interaction. This will be
India’s largest-ever contingent of
athletes at the Olympics.

“The first contingent will leave
for Tokyo on July 17. It will have 90
athletes and officials in total.”

including 119

SPORTS

SLC Contract Dispute:
Muttiah Muralitharan Slams
Four Senior Players

——— ——

Press Trust of India

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan spin leg-
end Muttiah Muralitharan has
slammed four senior players in
the national team for the dispute
over central contracts.

Many players, including se-
niors such as ex-captains Angelo
Mathews and Kusal Perera, have
been involved in a long-standing
dispute with Sri Lanka Cricket
(SLC) over central contracts.

Several Sri Lankan cricketers
had refused to sign a contract
with the board due to a pay
dispute after agreeing to play
against England on tour contract.

Sri Lankan players were said
to have not signed the contracts
over transparency issues, but
Muralitharan said it was mainly
because senior cricketers got less
pay under the new performance-
based system.

“This year we think they don’t
need a central contract, we can
go with tour contracts,” Murali
told Hiru TV.

The cricketers have signed

tour contracts ahead of the India
series beginning July 18.

The 49-year-old Muralitharan,
Test cricket’s highest wicket-tak-
er with 800 scalps, said that the
senior cricketers did not allow
other the young players to sign
the contracts because of their
pay cut.

Now that the players did not
take it when it was offered by
the board, Muralitharan said that
they will not get central con-
tracts.

Several senior players who are
not part of the white-ball set-up
are now without deals after Sri
Lanka Cricket (SLC) withdrew of-
fer of annual contracts.

Some players had later agreed
to sign the central contracts after
transparency details were re-
vealed, but SLC only offered them
tour contracts.

Thanks to SLC's new move,
cricketers will not be paid on
monthly basis anymore, making
the Test players the worst affect-
ed as they have no tours sched-
uled until November.

Chris Gayle’s 67 Helps
West Indies Secure T20
Series Against Australia

Agencies

GROS ISLET: Chris Gayle belted
67 from 38 balls to guide the
West Indies to a six-wicket, se-
ries-clinching win over Australia
in third Twenty20 cricket inter-
national.

The West Indies finished 142-
4, chasing down Australia’s total
141-6 with 31 balls to spare in
the third of five T20s. Stand-in
captain Nicholas Pooran hit the
winning runs to remain unbeaten
on 32 from 27 balls.

But it was all about former
captain Gayle in St. Lucia.

The 41-year-old left-hander
slogged seven sixes and four
boundaries as he posted his first
Twenty20 International half
century since an unbeaten 100
against England in March 2016.

He went on the attack in the
second over of the reply when he
plundered paceman Josh Hazle-
wood for a six and three consecu-
tive boundaries.

He hit three straight sixes
against spinner Adam Zampa to
reach his 50 in the 11th over, rais-
ing his “Six Machine” bat to show
“The Boss” sticker on the blade.

Accepting the award for player
of the match, Gayle recommend-
ed people shouldn’'t watch the
statistics too closely but just re-

spect the Universe Boss.”

“You all knew [ was struggling
with the bat,” he said. “To be able
to get some runs today was very
pleasing.”

Gayle said his main focus was
on the T20 World Cup starting in
October in the United Arab Emir-
ates, when he’ll be 42.

The West Indies won the first
game of the series by 18 runs
after a stunning batting collapse
from the Australians, and took
the second game by 56 runs.

Australia needed a win to have
any chance of staying in conten-
tion in the series, but didn’t post
enough runs.

Openers Aaron Finch (30 off
31) and Matthew Wade (23 off
16) and middle-order batsmen
Moises Henriques (33) and Ash-
ton Turner (24) made starts but
didn’t go on to post big scores.

Wrist spinner Hayden Walsh
Jr., who played eight T20s for the
United States before getting picked
for the West Indies in 2019, took
two wickets in his second over
with the kind of bowling which
restricted Australia’s run-rate.

He returned 2-18 from four
overs to lead the attack, while Obed
McCoy, Dwayne Brave and Fabian
Allen all took a wicket apiece.

The fourth game in the series
will be played Wednesday.

5 Italians, No Ronaldo In Euro 2020 Team Of The Tournament

Agencies

NYON (SWITZERLAND): Five players
from European champion Italy and
no Cristiano Ronaldo, Kylian Mbap-
pé nor Robert Lewandowski were
picked in UEFA's official team of the
tournament announced on Tuesday.
The attacking trio included Fed-
erico Chiesa alongside Raheem Ster-
ling of beaten finalist England and
Romelu Lukaku of Belgium, which
lost to Italy in the quarterfinals.
Ronaldo won the Golden Boot with
five goals, the same as Patrick Schick
of the Czech Republic who was also
overlooked by UEFA's expert panel of
16 coaches and former players.
Lukaku, who scored four goals in
four games, is the only one of the six
top scorers at Euro 2020 included in
the lineup.
Mbappé did not score in four
games and had his decisive spot kick

saved as France was eliminated by
Switzerland in the round of 16.
Lewandowski, the current FIFA
best player in the world, scored
three times in three games but Po-

land finished last in its group.
England captain Harry Kane
scored four goals yet did not make
the team that also included his
teammates Kyle Walker and Harry

Maguire in defense.

Italy’s contingent included the of-
ficial best player of the tournament,
goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma, de-
fenders Leonardo Bonucci and Leonardo
Spinazzola, and midfielder Jorginho.

The selectors included Fabio Ca-
pello, Robbie Keane, Esteban Cambi-
asso and David Moyes.

UEFA Euro 2020 Team of the Tour-
nament:

Goalkeeper: Gianluigi Donna-
rumma (Italy)
Defenders: Kyle Walker (Eng-

land), Leonardo Bonucci (Italy),
Harry Maguire (England), Leonardo
Spinazzola (Italy)

Midfielders: Pierre-Emile Hejb-
jerg (Denmark), Jorginho (Italy), Pe-
dri (Spain)

Forwards: Federico Chiesa (Italy),
Romelu Lukaku (Belgium), Raheem
Sterling (England).

10C's Bach Slips Up And Refers To Japanese As 'Chinese'

Agencies

TOKYO: I0C President Thomas Bach
referred to his Japanese hosts as Chi-
nese when he appeared in public on
Tuesday for the first time since arriv-
ing in Tokyo last week. Giving a pep
talk at the headquarters of the To-
kyo Olympics organizing commit-
tee, Bach’s opening remarks were,
“You have managed to make Tokyo
the best-ever prepared city for the
Olympic Games. This is even more
remarkable under the difficult cir-
cumstances we all have to face.”
Bach tripped over his words,
referring to the “Chinese people”
rather than “Japanese people.”
“Our common target is safe and
secure games for everybody; for
the athletes, for all the delega-
tions, and most importantly also
for the Chinese people -- Japanese
people,” Bach said, catching his

mistake quickly.

Bach's comments in the briefing
were interpreted from English to Jap-
anese, but the slip was not included
in the interpretations. Still, the Japa-
nese media quickly reported it and
there was backlash on social media.

He ended his speech with a Japa-
nese phrase: “Gambari mashou,”
which translates as “Let’s do our best.”

The pandemic-postponed
Olympics open in 10 days.

Bach spent his first three days
in isolation at the International
Olympic Committee’s five-star ho-
tel in central Tokyo, and his move-
ments are limited — like almost
everyone entering for the Olym-
pics — for the first 14 days.

Organizers and the I0C decided
last week to ban fans from all but
a handful of outlying venues, a
move that came after the Japanese
government instituted a state of

emergency in Tokyo forced by ris-
ing coronavirus cases. The state
of emergency went into force on
Monday and runs through Aug. 22.

The state of emergency will be in
effect throughout the entire dura-
tion of the Olympics, which open on
July 23 and close on Aug. 8. Its main
impact is to push bars and restau-
rants to close early and stop selling
alcohol, a move aimed at cutting
down circulation on crowded trains.

Bach’s visit on Tuesday coin-
cided with the official opening of
the Olympic Village on Tokyo Bay.
Organizers did not offer an imme-
diate count of how many athletes
were on hand.

Bach is scheduled to visit Hiro-
shima on Friday in an effort to tie
the Olympics to the city’s effort
to promote world peace. I0C Vice
President John Coates is to visit
Nagasaki the same day.
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