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A Penny Saved is a 
Penny Earned

— Benjamin Franklin

Widom

J&K Reports One 
More Corona Death
Observer Monitoring Desk

Srinagar: Coronavirus claimed the 
life of one more person in Jammu 
and Kashmir, while 70 fresh cases 
of Covid-19, including twenty-one 
travellers were detected across the 
Union Territory during the last 24 
hours. The death caused by corona-
virus has been reported from Jammu 
division, taking  More On P10

Misfire Injures 
Cop In Jammu
Srinagar: A policeman on Monday 
was injured when his service rifle 
went off in Bhalwal area of the 
Jammu city outskirts. Constable 
Abid Ahmad was performing his 
duty inside the sentry post of 
seventh battalion headquarters of 
Jammu and Kashmir armed police 
in Balwal area when his Insas rifle 
went off injuring his hand, reports 
said. A resident of  More On P10

Soldier ‘Commits 
Suicide’ Along LoC
Srinagar: An army man allegedly 
committed suicide along the Line 
of Control (LoC) in Keran sector of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district, reports said Monday.
Triverd Prakash of army’s 6 RR com-
mitted suicide by shooting himself 
death with his service rifle at Shakti 
post in Keran sector around 2145 
hours Sunday, news agency GNS 
reported while quoting an unnamed 
official. “It was not   More On P10

20 Shops Gutted 
In Midnight Blaze
Srinagar: At least 20 shops were 
damaged in a massive midnight 
blaze in the Watergam area of Rafi-
abad in Baramulla district. Fire broke 
out in a two-storey shopping com-
plex in the Watergam area during 
the intervening night of March 7-8 
leaving goods worth lakhs com-
pletely damaged, an official said. 
The fire, he said, broke out in one of 
the shops before spreading to others 
inside the complex.  More On P10

Cattle Thief Nabbed 
In Kulgam: Police
Srinagar: Police on Monday 
claimed to have solved a cattle 
theft case by arresting a man from 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
Acting on several complaints of 
cattle theft, police filed a case FIR 
No. 27/2021 under relevant sections 
of law and constituted a special 
investigation team to investigate 
the matter, a police spokesperson 
said Monday. During the course of 
investigation using  More On P10
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Real Kashmir Captain Mason Robertson 
Appeals To AIFF To Revoke Ban

Why We Need to Stop 
Justifying Islam Through 
Secular Paradigms
Toni Morrison famously cites racism’s 
greatest achievement as distraction. 
Like the resonating tones of a standing 
bell, this quote only appears to... 

Real Kashmir FC (RKFC) captain Mason Robertson on 
Monday appealed to the All India Football Federation (AIFF) 
for an immediate revocation of his four-match ban and... 

Commissioner SMC Athar Aamir Khan Monday took a detailed 
ward-wise review of building activities and enforcement at central 
office Karan Nagar.  Amir reviewed all the 35 SMC administrative... 

7city Sports3 11

Commissioner SMC Reviews Enforcement 
Of SMC Administrative Wards
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80% Students 
Qualify 12th Exam, 
Girls Outshine Boys

J&K Govt Amends 
Warrant Of Precedence
DDC Chairpersons Given Status 
Of Admin Secretaries/IGPs

LG Announces Super-75 
Scholarship Scheme For Poor Girls

Snowfall In 
Upper Reaches, 
Rains In Plains
Press Trust Of India

Srinagar: Snowfall in upper 
reaches and rains in plains of 
the Kashmir Valley on Monday 
brought a fresh cold wave as 
the mercury slipped seven de-
grees below the normal tem-
perature for this part of the 
year, officials said.

Gulmarg tourist destina-
tion in north Kashmir received 
nearly two feet of fresh snow 
since Sunday night while 
many other hilly areas of 
Kashmir received  More On P10

Stranded Traffic 
To Ply On 
Highway Today
Srinagar: The Jammu-
Srinagar highway, the only sur-
face link connecting Kashmir 
valley with the outside world, 
shall remain open for stranded 
vehicles on the thoroughfare 
on Tuesday, officials said.

“In view of inclement weath-
er prediction issued by the MeT 
department for the next few 
days, there are chances of block-
ade of the highway. Peoples are 
advised to avoid journeys on the 
thoroughfare,” the traffic au-
thorities said.  More On P10

5 Bank ACs Of ‘Drug 
Cartel’ Frozen: ANTF
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: The Anti Narcotics Task 
Force (ANTF) on Monday froze five 
bank accounts amounting to over Rs 
54.27 lakh of a drug cartel in Jammu 
and Kashmir, officials said.

"We have got five bank ac-
counts frozen by a drug cartel in 
Kashmir. The head of this cartel is 
Masood Ahmed Dar of Bijbehara 
of Anantnag," Superintendent of 
Police (ANTF) Jammu Vinay Sharma 
told reporters here.

Three cases have been registered 
against him, he said.

"The total amount of these ac-
counts is Rs 54.27 lakh. All the 
amount has been proven to be pro-
ceeds of the narcotics," he said.

These orders are a first of its kind 
in which bank accounts have been 
frozen by the  More On P10

Bukhari Threatens Stir 
Over Statehood

Agencies

Srinagar: Girls dominated 
top positions in all four streams 
as 80 percent students passed 
12th class examinations, the 
results of which were declared 
by the J&K Board of School 
Education on Monday.

In all 46987 out of 58397 

students who appeared in the 
examination have been declared 
successful, said a BOSE official.

Among the total students who 
appeared included 30960 boys 
and 27437 girls. Of these, 24291 
boys and 22696 girls passed the 
examinations with overall pass 
percentage of 80.46%.

In all 155 students have secured 

top ten positions in all fours 
streams—Science, Commerce, 
Arts and Home Science and of 
them 125 have been bagged by 
the girls and 30 by the boys.

The results of the examina-
tions held last year amid cov-
id-19 pandemic were declared 
by the Board this morning.

The first  More On P10

Agencies

Srinagar: The administra-
tion in Jammu & Kashmir 
Union Territory on Monday 
amended its warrant of pre-
cedence, placing chairper-
sons of district development 
councils equal to administra-
tive secretaries and inspector 
generals of police.

According to the warrant 
of precedence issued by J&K’s 
Hospitality and Protocol de-
partment, DDC chairpersons 
have been placed at serial 
number 26.

They have been placed 
alongside administrative sec-
retaries, divisional commis-
sioners, IGPs, joint secretaries 
to the Government of India 
and officers of equivalent rank, 
officers of the rank of Major-
General or equivalent rank.

Their deputies, who figure 
at serial number 27 in the re-
vised warrant of precedence, 
will have protocol equivalent 
to the vice -chancellors of uni-
versities within the state/UT.

The DDC members have 
been placed at the bottom 

in the warrant of precedence 
and have protocol equivalent 
to the block development 
council chairpersons, presi-
dents of municipal councils 
and municipalities, district 
magistrates, officers of the 
rank of brigadier and equiva-
lent, major head of depart-
ments and district and ses-
sions judges. They figure at 
serial number 28 in the list.

The warrant of precedence 
of J&K UT is the protocol list 
(hierarchy of important posi-
tions) in which the function-
aries, dignitaries and officials 
are listed according to their 
rank and office.

The government amended 
the warrant of precedence 
nearly two weeks after the 
constitution of district de-
velopment councils in all 20 
districts of the UT.

Meanwhile, sources said 
that the government has 
also finalized honorarium 
for DDC chairpersons, vice-
chairpersons and members.

According to them , chair-
person will get honorarium 
of Rs 35000 per  More On P10

Women Entrepreneurs To Receive 
Rs 5L Under Tejaswini Scheme

Observer News Service

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Monday announced 

Super-75 scholarship scheme to sup-
port education of meritorious girls 
belonging to poor families while a fi-
nancial Assistance Scheme of Rs 5 lakh 
under ‘Mission Youth’ to girls from 18 
years to 35 years to start their business

Keeping in view of this  More On P10

HC Notice To MEA, CID On 
Mehbooba’s Passport Plea

Farooq’s 
Plea Listed 
For March 18

Jammu and Kashmir High Court Monday heard and listed on 
March 18 again a petition filed by National Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah’s against an Enforcement Directorate’s order 
attaching his properties in a case of alleged   More On P10

Says Police Not Barred To 
‘Expedite Verification’ While 
Petition Is Pending Before It

Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court on Monday issued 

notice returnable by two weeks on 
a petition filed  More On P10

Agencies

Srinagar: Stating that Article 370 can 
be restored only by the parliament, J&K 
Apni Party chief Syed Altaf Bukhari 
Monday said that they will not hesitate 
to hit the streets, if New Delhi fails to 
restore the Statehood to J&K UT.

Addressing reporters on the occa-
sion of the first foundation day anni-
versary of the party, J&K Apni party 
chief said that much was promised 
in 1947, but nothing was given back.

“We have to fight for the restora-
tion of statehood to J&K. Our demand 
also is to hold Assembly elections as 
soon as possible,” Bukhari said, add-
ing that “This is the pledge Apni 
Party is taking on the eve of first 
foundation of the party.”

J&K Apni Party was floated on 

March 08, 2020. He said the agenda 
framed by the Apni Party on the 
day of its birth was pursued in let-
ter and spirit but certain things like 
prolonged shutdown in the wake of 
Article 370 revocation  More On P10
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A school-based dental 
programme may re-
duce cavities, says a 
new study.

The findings published in 
the Journal of the American 
Dental Association, showed that 
after six visits, the prevalence of 
untreated cavities decreased by 
more than 50 per cent.

“The widespread implemen-
tation of oral health programs 
in schools could increase the 
reach of traditional dental prac-
tices and improve children’s 
oral health—all while reducing 
health disparities and the cost 
of care,” said researcher Rich-
ard Niederman from the New 

York University.
Dental cavities are the most 

common chronic disease in chil-
dren, and one in five elementary 
school children have at least 
one untreated cavity.

While cavities can be pre-
vented with dental visits and 
good at-home oral hygiene, 
some families experience barri-
ers to seeing a dentist, including 
cost and parents having to take 
time off of work.

For the study, the team in-
cluded nearly 7,000 elementary 
school students. The services 
were provided at no cost to fami-
lies.

Twice-yearly visits involved 
dental examinations followed 
by cavity prevention and treat-
ment, including fluoride var-

nish, sealants, and minimally 
invasive fillings to stabilize 
cavities without drilling.

Students also received oral 
hygiene instructions, tooth-
brushes, and fluoride toothpaste 
to take home. If more complex 
care was required, students 
were referred to local dentists.

Notably, the procedures 
used do not create aerosols, 
which limits the risk of trans-
mitting viruses through the air.

In one group of schools, 
cavities were reduced from 
a baseline of 39 per cent to 
18 per cent, and in a second 
group, cavities decreased 
from 28 per cent to 10 per cent. 
The prevention programme 
reduced cavities in both baby 
and permanent teeth.
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Public Notice
It is to inform to all that my name is wrongly entered as  
Yasmeena Akhter instead Yasmeena Kounsar in my met life 
policy no 20483296 which is due to withdrawal. So In this 
connection I am going to withdraw money, If any body having 
any objection in this regard can contact PNB Metlife , 3 Hadika 
Complex Baghat Barzulla Srinagar withn a weeks time. After 
that no objection shall be entertained.

Yasmeena Kounsar 	 SULT_r

Public Notice
I have lost the RC of my vehicle bearing Regd No:  JK05G- 8636.  
Now I am applying for the duplicat of the same if anybody 
haivng any objjection in this regard he/she may file his/her 
objection in the office ofhte Regional Transport Officer Sopore 
within a period  of seven days from the date of publication of 
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertaiend.

Asif Ahamd War 
 S/O Mohd  Akbar War 
R/O Ogmuna Tangmarg  	 rako

Salfia Islamic Educational Institute
 Aarath Budgam (Kashmir)

Got Recognized
 Ref No: SIEIA/31/21	 Dated: 08-03-2021

 Sub List of members of managing committee

 S.  No Name Parentage Address Qual Designa-
tion

01 Bashir Ahamd 
Rather

Gh Mohi-ud-
din Rather

Aarath 10+2 Chairman

2 Aiaz Hussain Gh Moham-
mad Dar

Aarath B.A Secretary

3 Gh Moham-
mad Rather

Mohd Maq-
bool Rather

Aarath B.A Treasurer

04 Mohd Ashraf 
Wani

Ab Rahman 
Wani

Aarath MA, 
B.Ed

Principal

05 Bashir Ahamd 
WanI

Ab. Star Wani Aarath MA, 
B.Ed

Teacher

06 Ayaz Ahamd 
Wani

Ab Ahad 
Wani

Aarath Matric Parent

07 Ab Rashid  
Malla

Habibullah 
Malla

Rakhi 
Aarath

Matric Parent`

08 Ab Rashid  
Khanday

A Samad 
Khanday

Aarath Matric Member

Note: Anybody having any objection, shall report within seven 
days after the publication of this lits. No claim will be accepted 
afterwords

CHAIRMAN  
BMG	 Salafia Islamic Educ. Institute 

The Jammu And Kashmir State 
Board Of School Education, 

BRANCH OFFICE MAGAM
The candidates whose photograph is published in this notice is claiming to have lost 
the Migration ceertificate under  Below mentioned particulars 
Shakir Manzoor Rather 
S/O Manzoor Ahamd Rather 
R/o Archanderhamd Roll No; (12TH) : 2406249  
Year/ Session 2019
  Now the candidate has applied for Duplicate Migration Cer-
tificate. Anybody (if) having any objection may file the some 
before undersigned with (07) Seven days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Besides, the original Certificate  be teated as cancelled.

Sd/ Assistant Secretary 
bmg	 Sub Office Magam

School-based dental programme 
linked to reduced cavities

‘Unstable work life leads to future 
mental health problems in youth’
Agencies

A new study has found 
that a precarious, unsta-
ble initiation by young 
people to working life 

is associated with poorer future 
mental health. The study was 
conducted by researchers from 
the Center for Research in Occu-
pational Health (CISAL, a joint 
group of UPF and the Hospital del 
Mar Medical Research Institute) 
in Barcelona, Spain.

Amaya Ayala-Garcia, Laura 
Serra, and Monica Ubalde-Lopez 
are the authors of the study, 
which has been published in the 
journal BMJ Open.

Since the 1990s, Spain has 
been among the European coun-
tries with the lowest employment 
rates, which are accentuated 
in the young active population. 
Moreover, in 2017, Spain had the 
highest proportion of temporary 
contracts and one of the highest 
rates of precariousness. Previous 
studies show that unemployment, 
temporary employment, and job 
insecurity are related to a higher 
incidence of mental disorders.

This study evaluated the re-
lationship between the various 
possible pathways at the start of 
working life with future absentee-
ism due to mental disorders in a 
sample of salaried workers. The 
cohort study is based on employ-
ees aged between 18 and 28 years, 
residents in Catalonia, who pre-
sented at least one episode of ab-
senteeism as a result of mental 
disorders between 2012 and 2014.

"It is a novel approach that 
evaluates how transitions be-
tween types of contracts, situa-
tions of employment/unemploy-
ment and periods without social 
security coverage can affect the 
evolution of mental health in the 
younger working population en-
tering the labour market. It also 
investigates the possible effect of 
the public or private ownership of 
the companies in which the sub-
jects have begun their working 
life", said Monica Ubalde-Lopez, 
study coordinator, currently a 

researcher at the Barcelona Insti-
tute for Global Health (ISGlobal), 
a centre driven by the "la Caixa" 
Foundation.

Amaya Ayala-Garcia, the first 
author of the article, said that "to 
evaluate job stability, we apply a 
statistical technique that has al-
lowed us to take an initial photo 
of the previous 10 years of work-
ing life, in which we identified 
four different patterns of partici-
pation in the labour market".

These four patterns are a 
stable, permanent job, increas-
ing stability (a decrease in the 
number of transitions between 
temporary contracts and lack of 
social security coverage towards 
permanent contracts), unstable 
employment with varying types 

of contracts, and finally, a fourth 
pattern characterized by later en-
try to the job market.

"To approach the severity of 
mental disorders, we measured 
the cumulative days of absentee-
ism due to mental disorders over 
three years. Thus, we detected a 
more or less favourable evolution 
over time", she added.

The authors of the article not-
ed that people with a more stable 
working life, for example increas-
ing job stability, tended to have 
a more favourable future of ac-
cumulation of days absent due to 
mental disorders (fewer days ac-
cumulated) than people who had a 
more unstable working life. They 
also noted that having worked in 
large companies at the start of 

their working life was associated 
with better mental health later 
on.

"Job insecurity among young 
people can be seen in rates of 
temporarity and unemployment, 
which have also greatly increased 
with covid. Our results show that 
a precarious labour market may 
be shaping the future mental 
health of the young working pop-
ulation. Therefore, future public 
health policies should address 
this problem in order to prevent 
long-term absenteeism", the au-
thors concluded.

To evaluate 
job stability, we 
apply a statistical 
technique that has 
allowed us to take 
an initial photo 
of the previous 10 
years of working 
life, in which we 
identified four 
different patterns of 
participation in the 
labour market
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History
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Srinagar- Muzaffarabad Bus: 
All Exempted From Visa
Agencies

I
slamabad - Pakistan Foreign Minister Khurshid 
Mahmood Kasuri has said that any national,' 
Indian or Pakistani, travelling on the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service will use special docu-

ments for travelling purposes.                     .
Kasuri while speaking to media during Pakistan 

Foreign Office Spokesman Masood Khan's farewell said 
that as per the agreement between India and Pakistan 
the travellers will use special documents and not visa.

He said that the bus service would in all probabil-
ity start from April 7, and preparations for the same 
were in full swing and both sides were working out 
the travel documents issue.

He further added that Islamabad had not attached 
any condition on travel on the bus service with ex-
ception that nobody would be permitted to travel on 
international passport or Visa.

Army, BRO racing against time to start bus
Racing against time to meet the April 17 deadline 

of running the bus service from here to Muzaffarabad 
in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, Army and Border 
Roads Organisation are engaged in the process of de-
mining and improving the stretch of road close to the 
Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.

Army is also involved in establishing the initial 
check post coming at LoC between Uri and Chakoti 
on PaK side, defence spokesman Col R K Sen told PTI.

The repair and strengthening of the existing 
piers and abutments of the bridge over Khalias-de-
Khan Nallah is being carried out by the army engi-
neers, he said adding army has stage-forwarded the 
requisite stores for construction of the bridge.

The BRO is also putting in an all-out effort for 
improving road from Uri to the Line of Control which 
was in a state of disuse, Col Sen said.

They are 'working to increase the head room, of 
the existing red bridge and constructing a causeway 
to divert the traffic temporarily,’ the spokesman said.

He said army is assisting the civil administration 
in setting up requisite communication facilities for 
the initial check post complex.

(Kashmir Observer, 09 March, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 29

ZUHR	 12: 43

ASR	 4:52

Magrib	 6:36
ISHA	 7:56

•	 1862 - USS Monitor and CSS Merrimack battle in Hampton Roads
•	 1889 - Battle at Gallabat (Metema): Mahdi’s beat Abyssinian em-

peror John IV.
•	 1891 - Great
•	 1891 - Great Blizzard of 1891 begins in England (lasts until 13th March; 

200 people and 6,000 animals killed).
•	 1893 - Congo cannibals killed thousands of Arabs
•	 1907 - 1st involuntary sterilization law enacted, Indiana.
•	 1916 - Germany declares war against Portugal.
•	 1925 - Pink’s War, the first RAF operation conducted independently of 

the Army or Navy, begins.
•	 1935 - Adolf Hitler announces the creation of a new air force.
•	 1942 - Construction of the Alaska Highway began
•	 1945 - 334 US B-29 Superfortresses attack Tokyo with 120,000 fire 

bombs
•	 1945 - Japanese proclaim “independence” of Indo-China.
•	 1961 - Soviet flight Sputnik 9 carries and returns a dog named Cher-

nushka (Blackie), frogs and
•	 a guinea pig from orbit
•	 1962 - Egyptian Pres Nasser declares Gaza belongs to Palestinians.
•	 1962 - US advisors in South-Vietnam join the fight
•	 1975 - Construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System begins.
•	 1986 - NASA announces searchers found remains of Challenger astro-

nauts.
•	 1986 - Soviet probe Vega 2 flies by Halley’s Comet at 8,030 km
•	 1989 - Soviet Union officially submits to jurisdiction of the World 

Court.
•	 1991- US 70th manned space mission STS 39 (Discovery 12) launches 

into orbit
•	 1994 - IRA launch 1st of 3 mortar attacks on London’s Heathrow Air-

port.
•	 2006 - Liquid water is discovered on Enceladus, the sixth largest 

moon of Saturn.
•	 2007 - The US Justice Department releases an internal audit that 

found that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had acted illegally in 
its use of the USA Patriot Act to secretly obtain personal information 
about US citizens.

•	 2011 - Space Shuttle Discovery makes its final landing after 39 flights.
•	 2013 - 19 people are killed in two suicide bombings in Kabul, Afghanistan
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Commissioner SMC Reviews Functioning 
Of SMC Administrative Wards
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Commissioner SMC 
Athar Aamir Khan Monday took 
a detailed ward-wise review of 
building activities and enforce-
ment at central office Karan 
Nagar. Amir, according to an 
SMC statement, reviewed all the 
35 SMC administrative wards 
and took stock of permissions be-
ing approved, demolition drives 
being taken up with regard to 
illegal construction, complaints 
regarding violation of building 
norms including conversion of 
nature of building permissions 
from residential to commercial 
ones, redressal of grievances 
and legal action taken thereof, 
the SMC statement said.

Commissioner in the meet-
ing passed directions that no vi-
olations in sanctioned building 
plans will be tolerated and the 
number of permissions issued 
in every ward needs to be kept 
constantly under watch from the 
initial level of structure getting 
upraised so that all the devia-
tions are regularly monitored 
and not allowed to come up right 
from the plinth level.

On the occasion, he directed 
ward officers that all the building 
activities with regard to building 
permissions, illegal construc-
tions, and the major deviations 
in sanctioned plans shall be dealt 
with under act/rules. 

Athar further said that the 
motive of the meeting is to get 
acquainted with the present 
status of each ward regarding 
the various ongoing building-
related activities and the role of 
enforcement in reinforcement 
before he would personally visit 
every ward and review the ac-
tivities on the ground.

“A strong action for any err-
ing official found involved in fa-
cilitating  illegal constructions 
will be taken under the law.”

Besides Joint Commissioner 
Admin Syed Abdul Qasim, Joint 
Commissioner Works Ishtiyaq 
Ahmed Shah, Joint Commis-
sioner Planning Ghulam Hassan 
Chief Enforcement Officer, all the 
Ward officers along with building 
inspectors attended the meeting.

Athar reiterated to take 
timely action of complaints re-
garding illegal constructions 
and keep monitoring the permis-

sions that stand issued whether 
they are coming up as per the 
permitted plan or have got com-
pleted under various norms.

For improvisation and ef-
ficiency of Ward officers and 
Building Inspectors in carrying 
effective building activities out 
on the ground, Joint Commis-
sioner Planning has been direct-
ed to conduct a day-long capacity 
building program in two phases 
to all ward officers and Building 
inspectors this coming Sunday 
in which ATPs will also be in-
volved, so that the Ward Officers 
and Building Inspectors are well 
versed with the rules envisaged 
in Master plan to have a better 
understanding of norms before 
its proper implementation on 
the ground in letter and spirit.

Meanwhile, he also instructed 
the concerned to give weekly re-
minders to the line departments 
for submitting NOC's of the build-
ing permissions cases to ease out 
the people's movement and to for-
ward a copy of building permis-
sions to the applicants through 
email so as to save their time till 
the hard copy is being received 
from the applicant's end.

Distribution Of Vegetable Seedlings 
Kick-start At Lalmandi
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR: The Divi-
sional Commissioner 
Kashmir, P. K. Pole 
Monday kick-started 

the sale of Hybrid and open 
pollinated seedlings of differ-
ent varieties (Cauliflower, 
Cabbage, Knol-Khol, Saag, 
Broccoli) at Kitchen Garden 
Lalmandi, here.

Director Agriculture 
Kashmir Mohammad Iqbal 
Chowdhary, Seed Production 
Officer besides a large gather-
ing of kitchen garden lovers of 
Srinagar and adjoining areas 
were present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Divisional Commissioner 
stressed upon the officers to 
promote the Kitchen Garden 
in such a way that growers get 
more and more benefits. He 
said that vegetable production 
has a potential to contribute 
to the daily consumption of 
the population besides it can 
also be adopted for commer-

cial purposes.
He directed Director Ag-

riculture Kashmir to promote 
Kitchen Garden activities in 
both rural and urban areas.

The Div Com on the occa-
sion inspected various sections 
at Kitchen Garden regarding 
raising of vegetable seedlings 
under controlled conditions.

The Director Agriculture 
said that the department is 
committed to promote the 
Kitchen Garden Scheme and 
contemplating on providing 
nearly 60 lakh seedlings of dif-
ferent vegetables throughout 
the valley during year 2021 for 
which the department has al-
ready prepared a comprehen-
sive plan out of which 50 lakh 
seedlings will be distributed 
from Kitchen Garden Lalman-
di and rest from other districts.

On the occasion Seed Pro-
duction Officer Manzoor Ahmad 
Shah said that during the first 
phase 10 lakh seedlings will be 
distributed among the growers 
at Kitchen Garden Lalmandi.

Erring Traders Booked, Fine Of 
Rs 5.06 Lakh Recovered
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The field execu-
tives of Legal Metrology De-
partment (LMD) has booked 
202 erring traders for viola-
tion of Legal Metrology laws 
and recovered a sum of Rs 5.06 
lakh as fine during intensi-
fied market inspections in the 
valley conducted during the 
month of February 2021.

During this period, the LMD 
conducted 3468 inspections in 
which 202 traders were booked 
for use of un-verified weights 
and measures, over- charging 
on pre-packaged products, offer-
ing for sale the products with-
out mandatory declarations of 
MRP, packing date, Net- con-
tents etc and short-deliveries on 
petrol -pumps. A compounding 

sum of Rs 5. 06 lakhs was col-
lected from the defaulters. The 
Department also received 32 
complaints of which 29 were 
pertaining to the department. 
Moreover, the rate of refill 
LPG Cylinders (Domestic type 
14.2Kg) with effect from 1st of 
March 2021 for the district Sri-
nagar, Budgam, Pulwama, An-
antnag, Kulgam, Bandipora, 
Ganderbal has been fixed at 
935/- by Oil Marketing Compa-
nies (OMC).

For places Baramulla, Pa-
halgam the refill rate of cook-
ing gas is Rs 943.50 and for 
district Kupwara, it is Rs 952/-

Meanwhile, the consum-
ers are informed to lodge the 
genuine complaints on the toll 
free No. 1800-180-7114 during 
office hours.

Dar-ul-Khair 
Expresses Anguish 
Over Nowhatta Fire 
Incident
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Dar-ul-Khair Mirwaiz Man-
zil Monday expressed anguish over 
the loss of property in a fire incident at 
Pandan Nowhatta area of Srinagar city 
in which three residential houses were 
gutted. In a statement it expressed 
heartfelt solidarity and sympathy with 
the affected families and stressed for 
their immediate rehabilitation in view 
of the bone chilling harsh winter.

"A delegation of the organisation 
led by Mufti Ghulam Rasool Samoon 
visited the affected families of Pandan 
Nowhatta and distributed rice, at-
taa, blankets, kitchen kits and other 
items of basic necessity among them. 
The delegation also expressed solidar-
ity with them on behalf of the Darul 
Khair and its incarcerated patron 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.”

The Darul Khair Mirwaiz Manzil 
said that since its inception, this wel-
fare organisation has been providing 
monetary as well as material support 
to those affected by the natural calam-
ities irrespective of caste, creed and 
religion. It also ensures the proper 
rehabilitation of such affected people.

Pakistani Brides Reiterate 
Demands For Travel Documents
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Pakistani brides of former 
Kashmiri militants Monday reiterated 
their demands asking the administration 
to either provide them 
the travel documents or 
deport them. 

Addressing a press con-
ference in Srinagar, they 
said despite repeated pleas 
and protests for demand-
ing travel documents the 
authorities have shown no 
concern to their plights.

“If ceasefire like initia-
tive was taken, why the 
Government of India is not 
listening to our concerns. 
We were brought here in 
the name of rehabilitation 
but later cases were filed 
against us,” said Saira, a 
one of the brides.

“What is our fault,” she asked, the 
state and central Governments promised 
us rehabilitation but other than grief and 
sorrow “we haven't seen anything”. “Is 
that the rehabilitation policy Government 
of India promised us," she questioned?

She said today the world is celebrat-
ing International Women’s Day, but 
we have never celebrated it. This day 

demands respect and dignity for women 
which we have been demanding for years 
now," she said. 

The women said they want the 
Government of India to confirm their 

identity.
"If we are Indians then give passports 

to us and our children, and if we are not 
Indians then send us back along with our 
children," they said. “We are living pris-
oner lives here, and are facing a magni-
tude of issues. We want the Government of 
India to confirm our identity. The future 
of our children is at stake.” (With inputs 
from agencies)

MERC Celebrates International Women’s Day 
‘Stereotyping And Conflict Push Women Out Of Newsrooms’
Observer News Service

S
rinagar: The Media Edu-
cation Research Centre 
(MERC), Kashmir Uni-
versity organised a we-

binar Monday, where the speak-
ers discussed the role of Women 
in Media.

The webinar was celebrated 
in the backdrop of International 
Women’s Day Celebrations.

Prominent female media 
professionals, Anuradha Bha-
sin, Rukhsana Jabeen, Dr Surb-
hi Dahiya and Shahana Butt 
shared their experiences. 

Listing the challenges wom-
en in media face while discharg-
ing their duties, Executive 
Editor of The Kashmir Times, 
Anuradha Bhasin discussed 

the changing face of journal-
ism particularly in the context 
of Jammu and Kashmir. “The 
stereotyping and conflict has 
pushed women out of news-
rooms”, she remarked.  

“However, arrival of newly 
trained professionals is helping 
women to reclaim their space in 
the news rooms”, she added. 

“Women in journalism not 
only bring their perspective 

but also help in mainstreaming 
gender related stories. Women 
face more scrutiny and have to 
be prove their credentials to be 
treated at par with men,” she 
observed.

Acknowledging the contri-
bution of MERC in the field of 
journalism, she said, “MERC 
has given finest journalists to 
the media industry.”

Speaking on the occasion, 
Prof Surbhi Dahiya, Director of 
English Journalism at Indian 
Institute of Mass Communica-
tion (IIMC), New Delhi, recalled 
her journey from a working 
journalist to an academic. 

Rukhsana Jabeen, former 
Director of the then Radio Kash-
mir, presently AIR Srinagar, 
while sharing her experiences 

said, “Radio gave me an iden-
tity. I received a lot of apprecia-
tion from the audiences.”

About her initial years, she 
said “I struggled a lot to con-
vince my family regarding my 
career choice.” 

“Times have changed now. 
Women now get more support 
from their families to make 
their career choices”, she said 

Shahana Butt, correspon-
dent of the Press TV talked about 
lack of opportunities for women 
journalists in the valley. “We 
need more women broadcast profes-
sionals in the valley”, she said

While highlighting the 
issues faced by working 
women at various levels, she 
suggested, “Women need to 
support women.”

Sale Of Conifer 
Plants Begins At 
PC Depot
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests and HOFF, 
J&K, Monday, inaugurated the sale 
of Conifer plants to the general 
public at PC Depot, Srinagar.

The plants are being made 
available to the people from quality 
planting stock available in forest 
nurseries. These plants will be 
planted by the people during the 
current spring season, in order 
to achieve the objectives of Green 
J&K Drive, 2020-21.

The conifer plants are being 
provided at carnival cost (Subsi-
dised) of Rs. 13.50 per plant which 
have been raised in poly pot and 
maintained for 3 years by the forest 
department.

The Principal Chief Conserva-
tor Forests, HOFF also flagged off 
a vehicle for making such plants 
available to the public at their door-
steps. Such vehicles will be plying 
in all the territorial divisions of the 
valley for providing this facility. 
Meanwhile, the Conifer plant sale is 
also being conducted at Headquar-
ters of the Forest Department at 
Sheikh Bagh, Srinagar throughout 
the planting season.
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Freedom House: No South 
Asian Country Fully Free
Agenceis

Afghanistan found to be ‘not 
free’ in the annual report 
by the US-based watchdog

A recent report by an inde-
pendent freedom watchdog has 
ranked most countries in South 
Asia as “partly free.”

In its report, Democracy under 
Siege, US-based political free-
dom and human rights watchdog 
Freedom House ranked only Af-
ghanistan as “not free” in South 
Asia with a score of 27.

India, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lan-
ka, Maldives were ranked "partly 
free," but they all scored more 
than Bangladesh.

Mentioning India, Freedom 
House said the world’s largest de-
mocracy had dropped from “Free” 
to “Partly Free” status in its latest 
reports due to the decline in civil 
liberties after the BJP-led govern-
ment came to power in 2014.

The report said since 2014, 
India had witnessed an increase 
in pressure on human rights 
organizations, intimidation of 

journalists and activists, and a 
spate of attacks, especially those 
against Muslims, which led to 
a deterioration of political and 
civil liberties in the country.

It said that the crackdown 
against those protesting against 
the Citizenship Amendment Act, 
a bill which offers amnesty to 
non-Muslim illegal immigrants 
from three neighbouring coun-
tries, had contributed to India's 
decline in the ratings.

India’s overall score dropped to 

67 out of 100, compared to 71 in 
2019. The report also ranked India 
34 out of 40 for political rights 
and 33 out of 60 for civil liberties.

Meanwhile, Pakistan scored 
37 out of 100, slipping just one 
step from last year. It scored 15 
out of 40 for political rights and 
22 out of 60 for civil liberties.

Bhutan scored better than last 
year, climbing to 61, up from 58. It 
scored 30 out of 40 for political rights 
and 31 out of 60 for civil liberties.

Sri Lanka scored 56 out of 100, 
same as last year. It scored 23 out 
of 40 for political rights and 33 
out of 60 for civil liberties.

Nepal scored 56 out of 100, 
with no change from last year. 
However, it scored higher than 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka in politi-
cal rights with 25 out of 40 and 
31 out of 60 for civil liberties.

Maldives scored 40 out of 100, 
same as last year. However, it 
scored 19 out of 40 for political 
rights and 21 out of 60 for civil 
liberties. Topping the list, Fin-
land, Norway and Sweden scored 
a perfect 100 in the latest report.

Unicef: 10M Additional Girls At Risk 
Of Child Marriage Due To Covid-19
Agenceis

With 25 million child 
marriages averted 
in the last decade, 

Unicef issues warning on In-
ternational Women’s Day that 
these gains are now under se-
rious threat

The outsized impact Co-
vid-19 has had on women in 
some countries could result in 
an additional 10 million child 
marriages in this decade, ac-
cording to a new analysis re-
leased on Monday by Unicef.

"School closures, economic 
stress, service disruptions, 
pregnancy and parental deaths 
due to the pandemic are put-
ting the most vulnerable girls 
at increased risk of child mar-
riage," said a study titled "Co-
vid-19: A threat to progress 
against child marriage."

That trend, if confirmed, 
would represent a serious re-
treat from recent years of prog-
ress against child marriage.

In the last 10 years, accord-
ing to the study, the proportion 
of young women globally who 
were married as children had 
declined by 15%, from nearly 
one in four to one in five, the 
equivalent of some 25 million 
marriages averted, a gain that 
is now under threat. That prog-
ress "is now under threat," said 
the study, released on Interna-
tional Women's Day.

"Covid-19 has made an al-

ready difficult situation for 
millions of girls even worse," 
said Unicef executive director 
Henrietta Fore.

"Shuttered schools, isola-
tion from friends and support 
networks, and rising poverty 
have added fuel to a fire the 
world was already struggling 
to put out."

Girls who marry in child-
hood, the study said, are more 
likely to experience domestic 
violence and less likely to re-
main in school. They face an 
increased risk of early and un-
planned pregnancy, and mater-
nal complications and mortality.

Isolation from family and 
friends can take "a heavy toll 
on their mental health."

Meantime, pandemic-re-
lated travel restrictions and 
physical distancing have made 
it harder for girls "to access 
the health care, social services 

and community support that 
protect them from child mar-
riage, unwanted pregnancy 
and gender-based violence," 
while making it more likely 
that they drop out of school.

In addition, families facing 
economic hardship may seek 
to marry off their daughters 
to ease financial burdens.

The report estimates that 
650 million girls and women 
alive today were married in 
childhood, about half of them 
in Bangladesh, Brazil, Ethio-
pia, India or Nigeria.

Fore called for countries to 
reopen schools, implement 
legal reforms, ensure access 
to health and social services 
while providing measures to 
protect families.

By doing so, she said, "we 
can significantly reduce a girl's 
risk of having her childhood 
stolen through child marriage."

Pope Francis Departs 
Iraq After Historic Trip

Agenceis

In his packed three full days 
in Iraq, the Pope made more 
than a half-dozen speeches in 

nearly as many cities
Pope Francis concluded on 

Monday the first-ever papal trip 
to Iraq, which went off without 
a hitch despite security worries 
and a second wave of coronavirus 
cases in the country.

The 84-year-old pontiff covered 
more than 1,400 kilometres inside 
the country, bringing encourage-
ment to its diminished Christian 
community and extending a hand 
to Shia Muslims by meeting top 
cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani.

"In my time among you, I have 
heard voices of sorrow and loss, 
but also voices of hope and con-
solation," Francis said on Sunday, 
concluding his last public event.

"Now the time draws near for 
my return to Rome. Yet Iraq will al-
ways remain with me, in my heart."

In his packed three full days in 
Iraq, the Pope made more than a 
half-dozen speeches in nearly as 
many cities, repeatedly evoking 

hope and fraternity.
In Baghdad on Friday, he called 

for an end to violence and ex-
tremism and urged officials to do 
more to fight corruption.

Francis called the minority Ya-
zidis "innocent victims of sense-
less and brutal atrocities," fol-
lowing the Islamic State group's 
rampage against their esoteric 
community in 2014.

He also met members of Iraq's 
other minorities in a moving in-
terfaith ceremony at Ur, where 
the Prophet Abraham is thought 
to have been born.

On Saturday, he held an ex-
traordinary meeting with the re-
clusive but highly respected Sis-
tani, who afterwards said Iraq's 
Christians should have the right 
to live in "peace."

Francis' full day in Iraq's war-
battered north on Sunday embod-
ied a cause close to his heart -- 
supporting traumatised Christians.

There, he said the "tragic" exo-
dus of Christians "does incalculable 
harm not just to the individuals and 
communities concerned, but also 
to the society they leave behind."

Yemen's Huthis Target 
Saudi Oil Facilities In 
New Escalation

Agenceis

The escalation comes as 
Washington resumes efforts 
for a resolution to the grind-

ing conflict. A missile and drone 
attack targeted the heart of Saudi 
Arabia's oil industry on Sunday 
in an assault claimed by Yemen's 
Huthi rebels, a new escalation in 
the six-year conflict.

The attack on energy giant Ar-
amco's facilities came as the Sau-
di-led military coalition bombed 
Yemen's Huthi-controlled capital 
Sanaa after intercepting a sepa-
rate flurry of cross-border Huthi 
drones and missiles. The rising 
hostilities underscore a danger-
ous intensification of Yemen's 
conflict between the coalition-
backed Yemeni government and 
the Iran-backed Huthis, despite a 
renewed US push to end the war.

The Saudi defence ministry 
said it had intercepted a drone 
targeting a petroleum storage 
yard at Ras Tanura -- one of the 
world's biggest oil ports -- and a 
ballistic missile aimed at Aramco 
facilities in Dhahran city in east-
ern Saudi Arabia. Shrapnel from 
the missile fell close to an Aramco 
residential compound in the city, 
which is home to thousands of 
company employees and their 
families, the energy ministry said.

The attacks did not result in any 
casualties or damage, it added, 
without specifying who was behind 
them. The Huthi rebels claimed on 
Twitter they had fired drones and 
missiles at Ras Tanura and military 
targets in the area of Dammam, 
which is close to Dhahran.

The kingdom's oil-rich eastern 
region is home to most of Aramco's 
production and export facilities. In 
2019, aerial assaults on two Aram-
co facilities in the eastern region 
temporarily knocked out half of 
the kingdom's crude production, 
underscoring the vulnerability of 
Saudi Arabia's oil infrastructure.

The defence ministry said Sun-
day's attacks targeted "the back-
bone of the world economy, oil sup-
plies and global energy security."

'Red line'

Earlier Sunday, the coali-
tion said it pummelled Yemen's 
Huthi-controlled capital Sanaa 
with air strikes, with AFP corre-
spondents on the ground report-
ing huge explosions that sent 
plumes of smoke rising in the sky.

"The military operation tar-
gets Huthi military capabilities 
in Sanaa and a number of other 

provinces," the coalition said in a 
statement on Saudi state media.

That came after the coalition 
said it had intercepted a total of 
12 drones and two ballistic mis-
siles launched by the rebels, in a 
sharp uptick in cross-border at-
tacks on the kingdom.

The coalition said the drones 
were aimed at "civilian" targets 
in Saudi Arabia, SPA reported, 
without specifying the locations.

The two intercepted missiles 
targeted the southern city of Ji-
zan, the coalition added, without 
stating whether there were any 
casualties or damage.

The rebels on Twitter claimed 
they attacked military targets in 
the southern cities of Jizan and Asir.

The Huthis have stepped up 
attacks on Saudi Arabia in recent 
weeks as they escalate an offen-
sive closer to home, to seize the 
Yemeni government's last north-
ern stronghold of Marib.

In a statement after its strikes, 
the coalition said that targeting 
civilians in the kingdom was a 
"red line," adding that the Huthis' 
actions "will not lead to an impo-
sition of a political settlement."

Escalation in fighting

The escalation comes as 
Washington resumes efforts for 
a resolution to the grinding con-
flict, which has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives and displaced 
millions, according to interna-
tional organizations.

The United States last month 
delisted the Huthis as terrorists 
and stepped up efforts to resolve 
the six-year war.

The terror designation, im-
posed in the final days of the 
Trump administration, had been 
widely criticized by aid groups 
who warned it would hamper ef-
forts to alleviate a humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen.

The coalition said the Huthis 
had interpreted their removal 
from the list "in a hostile way," 
adding that coalition "victories" 
in Marib had prompted the reb-
els to step up their attacks inside 
the kingdom.

On Saturday, Yemeni govern-
ment sources said fierce fighting 
between pro-government forces 
and the rebels in oil-rich Marib 
had killed at least 90 fighters on 
both sides over 24 hours.

Years of bombing have failed 
to shake the rebels' hold on Sa-
naa, and they have steadily ex-
panded their reach in the coun-
try's north.

Tibet Official Urges China 
To Start Construction On 
Brahmaputra Dam Within Year
Agenceis

China should aim to begin 
construction of a controver-
sial hydropower project on 

the Brahmaputra river within the 
year, a senior Tibetan Communist 
Party official said in comments 
published on Monday.

Comprehensive planning and en-
vironmental impact assessments for 
the project should be completed as 
soon as possible, Che Dalha, chair-
man of the Tibetan Autonomous 
Region, said in a delegation briefing 
issued by China's parliament.

Tibet should "strive to launch con-
struction within this year," he said.

China's plans for a giant hydro-
power project on the river, known 
in Tibet as the Yarlung Tsangbo, 
have stirred fears in India it could 
disrupt downstream river flows, 
worsen water shortages and even 
cause flash floods.

The river flows for about 
2,900km through Tibet, India and 

Bangladesh into the Bay of Bengal.
The "Yarlung Tsangbo down-

stream hydropower base" was 
listed in China's new five-year plan 
last week as one of the country's 
major energy development proj-
ects for the 2021-2025 period.

China could build up to 60 giga-
watts (GW) of generation capacity 
on the river, state media have re-
ported, which would make it the 
world's biggest hydropower proj-
ect, overtaking China's 22.5 GW 
Three Gorges Dam.'A Chinese dip-
lomat said late last year the project 
was at a "preliminary planning and 
demonstration" stage.

India is considering plans to build 
its own dam on the river to increase 
its water storage capacity and coun-
teract the impact of the Chinese 
project, an official said last year.

According to Tibet's five-year plan 
proposals published in January, the 
region aims to "research and pro-
mote" the project and begin related 
engineering work as soon as possible.

Sex, Death And Racism: UK's Royal Scandals
Agenceis

London: Prince Harry and his 
mixed-race wife Meghan have 
claimed that the British royals were 
worried how dark their son's skin 
might be, during a potentially dam-
aging US TV interview in which she 
also said she had suicidal thoughts 
after being hounded by the press.

It came after Meghan accused 
Buckingham Palace of peddling lies 
about her. It is the latest instalment 
in a long-running royal soap opera.

Love over country

The abdication of Edward VIII, 
326 days into his reign in 1936, re-
mains the biggest scandal in modern 
royal history.

It was over another American di-
vorcee -- socialite Wallis Simpson 
-- who he stepped down to marry, 
sparking a constitutional crisis.

Their union was deemed impos-
sible while Edward was monarch 
and head of the Church of England, 
which at the time refused to remarry 
divorcees while their former spouse 
was still alive.

Edward was the first monarch in 
the 1,000-year history of the British 
Crown to give up the throne of his 
own free will.

His brother King George VI re-
placed him and Edward was ostra-
cised by the royal family until the 
late 1960s. He died in 1972.

Margaret's heartbreak

Queen Elizabeth II's fun-loving 
younger sister Princess Margaret 
also sparked a firestorm with her 
choice of husband.

In 1952, the then 22-year-old 

began a romance with her late fa-
ther's divorced aide, former Royal 
Air Force officer Peter Townsend.

Their wish to marry prompted a 
battle between the disapproving gov-
ernment and the public -- which was 
seen to be sympathetic to the union -- 
with the queen caught in the middle.

Margaret was eventually per-
suaded to abandon the relationship 
and instead married photographer 
Antony Armstrong-Jones in 1960. 
They divorced in 1978.

A horrible year

The queen memorably described 
1992 as an "annus horribilis" after 
three of her children's marriages 

crumbled and a fire devastated her 
Windsor Castle home.

Heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles' split from Princess Diana 
after 11 years of marriage caused a 
media sensation.

She then rocked the monarchy by 
leaking shocking details of palace 
life to author Andrew Morton for his 
1992 book "Diana: Her True Story -- 
In Her Own Words".

Then the queen's second son 
Prince Andrew separated from wife 
Sarah Ferguson.

Meanwhile Princess Anne, her 
only daughter, divorced her first hus-
band Mark Phillips.

Diana's death

Diana died in a high-speed car 
crash in a Paris tunnel in August 
1997 having been stripped of her 
royal status.

For the week leading up to her 
funeral, the monarchy was rocked 
by an unprecedented outpouring of 
grief for the popular "people's prin-
cess".

Anger mounted at the silence of 
senior royals, who were on holiday 
at the queen's Balmoral estate in 
northeast Scotland.

Newspapers, furious that the 
Union Jack flag was not flying at half-
mast over Buckingham Palace, called 
on the queen to address her subjects.

Within days she had paid homage 

to her former daughter-in-law in a 
televised speech. She also publicly 
bowed before Diana's coffin.

Prince Andrew scandal

Prince Andrew has been dogged 
by allegations he had sex with one of 
the teenage victims of deceased US 
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

The prince, often referred to as 
the queen's "favourite son", attempt-
ed to clear his name in a disastrous 
BBC interview in November 2019.

He was forced to "step back from 
public duties" but remains under 
pressure to cooperate with US pros-
ecutors and faces fresh scrutiny after 
the arrest of Ghislaine Maxwell, Ep-
stein's former partner.

Harry and Meghan walk away
Prince Harry sent the royal fam-

ily into another spin when he and 
his American actress wife, Meghan, 
stepped backed from royal duties in 
2020 and moved to North America.

Their departure -- dubbed 
"Megxit" in the British press, which 
has often been hostile to her -- came 
after an apparent falling out with 
Harry's older brother William and 
his wife Kate.

Last month, the palace ordered 
the couple to relinquish their honor-
ary titles and patronages.

Relations dived further after the 
pair gave two TV interviews in the 
US, including one with Oprah Win-
frey in which they alleged racism 
among the royals and a rift with 
Harry's father, Prince Charles.

Meghan also claims that a famous 
story that she made Kate cry before 
her wedding was fabricated. "The re-
verse happened," she said. It was the 
Duchess of Cambridge who pushed 
her to tears over bridesmaid dresses.

Switzerland 'Burqa Ban' 
Referendum: Voters Opt To Ban 
Full Face Coverings In Public

Agenceis

Switzerland on Sunday (local 
time) narrowly voted in favour 
of banning full facial coverings 
including the niqab and burqa in 
almost all public places. As many 
as 51.21 per cent of voters voted 
in support of the controversial 
proposal in the referendum.

According to CNN, the approval 
by voters means that facial cover-
ing will be banned in all publicly 
accessible places, including on the 
streets, in public offices, on public 
transport, in restaurants, shops 
and in the countryside.

The places where the full facial 
coverings will be allowed include 
places of worship and other sacred 
sites. Besides, it will be allowed for 
health and safety reasons and also 
in situations where it is "local cus-
tom" such as carnivals.

There will be no additional ex-
ceptions, for example for tourists, 
according to the proposal by the 
Swiss federal government.

According to CNN, the proposal, 
put forward by several groups in-
cluding the right-wing Swiss Peo-
ple's Party, does not mention Islam 

specifically but has been widely 
referred to as the "burqa ban" in 
Swiss media.

The proposal has been widely 
criticised, especially by the Swiss 
religious organizations, human 
rights and civic groups and the 
federal government.

According to the Swiss Council 
of Religions, which represents all 
major religious communities in 
Switzerland, has stated the hu-
man right to religious freedom 
also protects religious practices 
such as dress codes.

The Swiss Federal Council, which 
serves as the country's federal gov-
ernment, and the Swiss Parliament 
also rejected the initiative as going 
too far and advised people to vote 
against it, CNN reported.

France was the first country in 
Europe to ban burqas and niqabs 
in public places in 2011 and the 
European Court of Human Rights 
upheld the ban in 2014.

In Switzerland, the referen-
dum has come after years of de-
bates. Twelve years ago another 
referendum had come that out-
lawed the construction of mina-
rets in Switzerland.
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India Should Abide By 
UN Charter To Deal With 
Rohingya Crisis: Dr Farooq
Press Trust Of India

Jammu: National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah on 
Monday said he does not have 
time to campaign for the Trin-
amool Congress in the upcoming 
West Bengal assembly elections.

He also asserted that India 
should abide by the United Na-
tions charter on refugees in 
dealing with the Rohingya crisis.

"I do not have time for cam-
paigning," Abdullah told report-
ers when asked if he would join 
West Bengal chief minister and 
TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee 
during the campaigning for the 
upcoming state polls.

Responding to another ques-
tion about a major drive launched 
by the government against ille-
gally settled Rohingya Muslims 
in Jammu, the NC leader under-
lined, "We know the situation in 
their land... India is a signatory to 
the UN charter on refugees and 
we should abide by it and work 
on humanitarian grounds”.

The Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration had on Saturday 
sent 168 Rohingyas to a jail in 
Kathua district after they were 
found living illegally in Jammu 
city during a verification drive.

Speaking at another func-
tion at his party headquarters 
to mark the International Wom-
en's Day, Abdullah said nobody 
can come to the country with-
out the approval of the Govern-
ment of India.

"Nobody can settle here with-
out the Government of India's 
permission," he said, urging party 
workers to remain cautious against 
any false propaganda on the issue.

His remarks come in the 

backdrop of the BJP accusing the 
National Conference (NC) and 
the Congress of settling foreign 
refugees, including Rohingyas 
and Bangladeshi nationals, in 
Jammu city.

The Rohingyas are a Bengali-
dialect speaking Muslim mi-
nority in Myanmar. Following 
persecution in their country, 
many of them entered India il-
legally through Bangladesh and 
took shelter in Jammu and other 
parts of the country.

Many political parties and so-
cial organisations in Jammu have 
urged the Centre to take imme-
diate steps for the deportation of 
Rohingyas and Bangladeshi na-
tionals, alleging that their pres-
ence is a "conspiracy to alter the 
demographic character" in the 
region and a "threat to peace”.

More than 13,700 foreigners, 
including Rohingya Muslims 
and Bangladeshi nationals, are 
settled in Jammu and Samba 
districts of Jammu and Kashmir, 
where their population has in-
creased by over 6,000 between 
2008 and 2016, according to 
government data.
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District Residency Programme 
To Be Implemented In 
12 Rural District Hospitals
Observer News Service

JAMMU: Financial Commissioner, 
Health & Medical Education, Atal 
Dulloo, Monday chaired a meeting 
of UT level Steering Committee for 
implementation of District Residen-
cy Programme (DRP) in Jammu and 
Kashmir, for the batch of 2020 PG 
students admitted in various Medi-
cal Colleges of the UT.

The meeting was attended by 
Principal, Govt. Medical College, 
Jammu, Dr. Shashi Sudan Sharma; 
Director (Coordination) New Medi-
cal Colleges J&K, Dr. Yashpal Sharma;  
Director Health Services Kashmir, Dr. 
Samir Mattoo; Director Health Ser-
vices Jammu, Dr. Renu Sharma and 
Registrar, the University of Jammu 
while as Director SKIMS, Srinagar, 
Principal, Govt. Medical College Sri-
nagar, Registrar Academics, Govt. 
Medical College Srinagar and Regis-
trar, University of Kashmir attended 
the meeting through virtual mode.

Speaking during the meeting, Atal 
Dulloo said that this programme 
will be a game-changer in Medical 
Education as the PG students will get 
benefitted from rural postings and 
the patient care in Rural districts will 
be improved.

Dr. Yashpal Sharma on the occa-

sion gave a detailed power point pre-
sentation regarding the implementa-
tion of the programme. He informed 
the meeting that all post-graduate 
students pursuing MD/MS in broad 
specialties (Clinical / Non-clinical) 
shall have to undergo a compulsory 
residential rotation of three months 
in District Hospitals as a part of the 
course curriculum. He added that 
the rotation shall take place in the 
3rd, 4th and 5th semester of the PG 
programme.

The meeting decided that the Dis-
trict Residency Programme shall be 
implemented in twelve rural district 

hospitals with more than 100 beds 
capacity and availability of the con-
cerned specialists.

The Financial Commissioner di-
rected the Principals of Medical Col-
leges and Director SKIMS to provide 
the details of PG students admitted 
in the academic year 2020 besides 
Director Health Services Jammu and 
Kashmir were directed to intimate 
the availability of specialists and fa-
cilities in the District Hospitals so as 
to start the District Residency Pro-
gramme at the earliest.

Atal Dulloo further stressed on 
them to ensure the availability of 
accommodation, transport facilities 
and the security for the District Resi-
dents during the stay at the respec-
tive Districts.

Pertinently, the Board of Gov-
ernors in Supersession of Medical 
Council of India amended the Post 
Graduate Medical Education Regu-
lations 2000, by incorporating Dis-
trict Residency Programme. This 
programme will expose the post 
graduate student to District Health 
System and involve them in health 
care services being provided at the 
District Hospitals for learning while 
serving. Notably, the DRP shall be im-
plemented from the month of June, 
2021 across Jammu and Kashmir.

Shab-e-Mehraj: Div Com Stresses On 
Ensuring Hassle-free  Arrangements
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir, Pandurang K 
Pole Monday convened a meeting 
of officers to review arrangements 
for celebrations of ensuing Shab-i-
Meraj and Maha Shivratri festivals.

The meeting among others was 
attended by CEO Waqf Board, Chief 
Engineers from, R&B, PDD, PHE, 
Director FCS&CA Kashmir, Region-
al Transport Officer Kashmir, SP 
Rural Traffic and representatives 
of other concerned departments. 
The Deputy Commissioners also 
attended the meeting through 
videoconferencing.

The Div Com stressed on en-
suring all arrangements are put in 
place across all the places where 
gatherings are held during the 
celebrations of Shab-I-Mehraj.

The CEO Waqf Board apprised 
the chair that no night prayers 
shall be held in wake of the Cov-
id-19 while only small gatherings 
shall be held during the display of 
holy relic at Dargah and other reli-
gious places.

The Div Com directed the con-
cerned to establish a joint control 
room at Hazratbal and ensure 

people coming to all places follow 
covid SOPs strictly.

SMC authorities were in-
structed to deploy additional safai 
karamcharis at all required places 
to ensure proper cleaning of all 
religious places. Besides, mobile 
toilets facility is also made avail-
able to the devotees.

He also emphasised on unin-
terrupted power and water sup-
ply with additional water tankers 
and gensets are stationed at all 
required spots during the festivals.

The Div Com stressed on making 
fool-proof security arrangements 
including proper frisking and prop-
er deployment at all venues.

FCS&CA authorities were asked 
to ensure availability of essential 
commodities across all markets, 
besides timely supply of rations 

in all areas.
The concerned were directed 

to ensure availability of mutton 
and the same is sold as per the 
government rates while as sale 
centre of   fish, walnut and Lotus 
stem are set up in all Pandit Com-
munity areas.

In order to curb black market-
ing, the Div Com called for rigor-
ous market checking.

He also stressed on smooth ar-
rangements of transport, separate 
parking and proper route plan is 
formulated for the hassle-free to 
and fro movement of vehicles.

Health authorities were asked 
to ensure deployment of doctors, 
paramedics along with ambu-
lances and screening teams at all 
shrines and religious places dur-
ing the gatherings.

Worker Dies After 
Falling From Railway 
Bridge in Ramban
Observer News Service

Ramban: A 36-year-old man died 
on the spot while two others were 
injured after they fell from an un-
der-construction railway bridge in 
Ramban district of Jammu division.

The government officials said 
that the incident occurred during 
the construction of the bridge of 
Kashmir rail project at Sumbar area 
of Ramban district.

The injured duo was shifted to 
Ramban hospital, from where one 
was referred to Government Medi-
cal College (GMC) Hospital in Jam-
mu for further treatment.

Doctors said one was declared 
brought dead at the hospital while 
two others were admitted for treat-

ment. Police identified the deceased 
as Zahoor Ahmad Sohil, a resident 
of Heewagan in Ramban district. 
The injured have been identified 
as Pradeep Kumar, 22, and Faisal 
Bashir, 20, a resident of Tangmarg 
in Baramulla district. Meanwhile, 
locals protested outside the premis-
es of the district hospital in Ramban 
against railway Construction Com-
pany for allegedly not providing 
ambulance service to the injured.

They claimed that the man died 
on the way to the district hospital 
after he was shifted in a Camper 
pickup vehicle. They alleged that 
the construction company did not 
provide an ambulance to the in-
jured, which is "negligence" on the 
part of the executing agency. (CNS)

J&K Bank Celebrates 
International Women’s Day
Observer News Service

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank celebrated International Wom-
en’s Day at its Corporate Headquar-
ters on Monday. The bank’s Chair-
man and Managing Director R K 
Chhibber was the Chief Guest at the 
function to celebrate the rich contri-
bution of women during the deadly 
Covid Pandemic especially in bank-
ing sector, a banks statement said. 
The bank’s top management was 
also present on the occasion.

The CMD hailed the role of wom-
en in general and Bank’s female staff 
in particular for their significant 
contribution towards the develop-
ment of an inclusive and gender-
equal society.

He said, “Women are good man-
agers by nature for they play a key 
role in managing the affairs of not 
only their homes but add value 
to their work in offices and every 
sphere of life in a society. J&K Bank 
has always provided them equal 
opportunities to work and excel in 
this institution and also supported 
women in their business endeav-
ours. With a spirit of commitment 
and skills of management, the wom-
en have assumed leadership roles 
and contributed immensely to the 
growth and development of the in-
stitution while as women entrepre-
neurs supported by the Bank have 
made a name for themselves in their 
respective fields.”

 “I feel happy to be part of this 
function that celebrates courage, 
commitment and care of women in 
general and especially their will to 
excel in every field of life. Towards 
such noble objectives, J&K Bank has 
always been proactive in empow-
ering women to help them realise 
their dreams and aspirations vis a 
vis diverse field of activities,” the 
CMD asserted.

Congratulating the Bank’s female 
workforce for their professionalism, 

President/CFO Rajni Saraf in her inau-
gural address, echoed CMD’s asser-
tion that J&K Bank has always been at 
the forefront of promoting the idea of 
women empowerment through vari-
ous financial interventions.

“Leadership is all about inspiring 
others with your presence and make 
them deliver their best. I congratu-
late all my female colleagues, who 
form around 25 percent of the J&K 
Bank staff, for making this campaign 
a success and I feel very proud to 
celebrate the occasion amongst you. 
CMD Sir’s presence here is an en-
dorsement of the fact that J&K Bank 
is a special place for women to work 
in with human dignity and feminine 
prestige,” said Rajni Saraf.

Vice-President Tabassum Nazir 
said she was happy to see her female 
colleagues work so confidently.

“It is so heartening to see women 
workforce work so enthusiastically 
and contribute to the overall de-
velopment of the region. Today we 
have heard stories of courage and re-
silience from some of our colleagues 
and it is so encouraging to learn that 
they brave adversities to give their 
best for the greater good of the insti-
tution,” she said.

Vice-President Manju Gupta 
pressed for giving equal opportuni-
ties to girls without any fear.

“As you know the theme for this 
year’s International Women’s Day is 
“Women in leadership: Achieving an 
equal future in a COVID-19 world”, 
we at J&K Bank fully recognise the 
effort and need for inclusiveness in 
terms of empowering the society,” 
she said. Speaking on the occasion, a 
few female officers gave an account 
of their experiences of life in general 
and working in banking sector in 
particular.

Meanwhile Women’s Day cel-
ebrations were also held in Jammu 
at Zonal Office Central I with Zonal 
Head/Vice-President Shareesh Shar-
ma as the chief guest on the occasion.

Three Day International 
Women’s Day Celebrations 
Begin at IUST

Observer News Service

Awantipora: Celebrating the 
excellence of Women in various 
fields, Islamic University of Sci-
ence and Technology started three 
days celebrations from Monday 
on the theme ‘Women in leader-
ship" while observing International 
Women’s Day 2021.

Speaking at the inaugural func-
tion, Registrar IUST, Prof. Naseer 
Iqbal congratulated female stu-
dents for their splendid academic 
performance as was reflected in 
the recently held convocation of 
IUST wherein around 70% of the 
gold medalists were girls. 

Dr. Muneja Khan, Head, Depart-
ment of English Language and Liter-
ature while recognising the strides 
women have made so far, urged 
them not to feel complacent and 
move forward with equal zeal and 
zest. Dr. Fozia Qazi, Head Depart-
ment of Mathematical Sciences, cit-
ing various data from national and 
international sources sensitized the 
audience about the abysmal pres-
ence of women at leadership posi-
tions and the need for change.

The event is based on a number 
of activities including seminars, 
mental health sessions, painting 
competitions, poetry competi-
tions and many more. 

CUK VC Attends Bar 
Council Meet

Observer News Service

New Delhi: Central University 
of Kashmir (CUK) Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir attended 
a meeting convened by the Bar 
Council of India to discuss various 
issues pertaining to Legal Educa-
tion, L.L.B, L.L.M. programmes, 
teachers and professional skill de-
velopment programmes, nomina-
tion to Committees of Bar Council 
of India here.

Addressing the gathering, Prof. 
Mehraj ud Din Mir spoke on Legal 
education and Legal profession in 
the country. He spoke with critical 
analysis, the role of the Bar Coun-
cil of India and its operational 
issues. Prof. Mehraj ud Din dis-
cussed threadbare the issue about 
the BCI role and as to whether one 

LL.M course should be scrapped.
He said the standard of legal 

education has direct bearing on 
the standard of Legal Profession. 
“Many Universities/institutions 
make provisions for obtaining 
an LL.M. Degree in a most casual 
manner; without even having any 
requirement of attending regular 
classes, and in some places even 
without having any classes, and 
without having duly qualified 
Teachers/PG Faculty/PG Council, 
(Associate Professors or Profes-
sors) and proper infrastructure 
and degrees are doled out so con-
veniently,” he remarked.

The event was attended by 
Senior Advocates, Judges, VC's of 
the Law Universities in India and 
many other professionals from 
the field.

Thakur Assures Early 
Resolution Of Industrial Issues

Observer News Service

JAMMU: Principal Secretary, Indus-
tries and Commerce (I&C) Depart-
ment, Ranjan Prakash Thakur Monday 
held a series of interactions with vari-
ous Industrial Associations at Udyog 
Bhawan here in order to get an insight 
into the issues being faced by them.

Lalit Mahajan of Bari Brahmana 
Industries Association (BBIA) re-
quested for compensating the ero-
sion of competitive edge due to 
abolition of Toll by extending the 
benefit of incoming freight reim-
bursement along with suitable 
Turnover based incentive.

Mahajan also raised the issue 
of non-applicability of GST Linked 
Incentive for existing units under-
taking substantial expansion with 
the Principal Secretary and sought 
early redressal of the same.

The representatives also raised 
issues like imposition of Bottling 
Fee, Export duty on Indian Manufac-
tured Foreign Liquor (IMFL) Units, 
Contract Manufacturing, rationali-
sation of fees regarding Change in 
constitution of units, purchase price 
preference to local units and chang-
ing of water usage charges by J&K 
State Water Resources Regulatory 
with the Principal Secretary and 
sought his early intervention   for 
redressing the same.

A delegation from Laghu Udyog 

Bharati also met Principal Secre-
tary and sought free hold rights of 
leased land for local entreprenurs. 
They demanded preference for local 
manufactured products on the GeM 
portal in projects under implemen-
tation in the Union Territory of J&K.

A delegation of office bearers from 
Association of Industries, Gangyal 
and Birpur Industries Association led 
by Rattan Dogra also meet the Prin-
cipal Secretary and sought his inter-
vention for effective implementation 
of local filter on GeM portal for the 
benefit of local enterprises.

President of Association of In-
dustries also met the Principal Sec-
retary and raised the issue of local 
labour stipulation for disbursement 
of incentives. The Principal Secretary 
gave a patient hearing to all the issues 
raised by the delegations and assured 
that due care shall be taken during 
implementation of different policies 
here. He added that concrete steps 
will be taken so that not only exist-
ing units survive but also flourish and 
contribute to the economy of J&K.

RP Thakur acknowledged the 
issues being faced by Industries 
in J&K and assured them that they 
will be looked into meticulously for 
their early resolution.

Director Industries & Commerce 
Jammu, Anoo Malhotra along with 
other officers of the Department were 
also present during the interactions.
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Changing tack 
on Kashmir

T
he General Officer Commanding (GOC) of 
the  15 Corps in Srinagar Lt Gen BS Raju has 
in a recent interview to News18 said that the 
number of militants in Kashmir was lowest 

in a decade. According to him there are over 125 lo-
cal militants and 90 foreign militants. "We will like to 
keep it that way or reduce it further for peace to pros-
per in the Valley," said Lt Gen Raju. The Army com-
mander who is set to take over as the next Director 
General of Military Operations was speaking in the 
wake of the re-affirmation of the 2003 ceasefire agree-
ment along the Line of Control by India and Pakistan. 
The agreement, the GOC said, will contribute to peace 
along the LoC and also in Kashmir.

True, there's hope that the ceasefire agreement 
and likely resumption of dialogue between the two 
countries could go some way to reduce the violence 
in Kashmir. More so, when there's already a prec-
edent for this when the LoC ceasefire agreement was 
first signed. The 2003-07 peace process between the 
neighbours  not only came close to resolving Kash-
mir issue but also for the first time since its begin-
ning in 1989,  militancy went through a progressive 
decline. According to the South Asia Terrorism Por-
tal, from 2,542 militancy related fatalities in 2003, the 
number went down to 777 by 2007. A similar history 
can very well repeat itself. The talks and the prog-
ress towards resolution of the issues between the 
two countries will go a long to positively impact the 
situation in Kashmir. 

But things can go awry too. As far as the num-
ber of militants there are over 200 active militants 
in J&K if we go by the estimate of the Lt Gen Raju. 
This has been more or less the annual number of mili-
tants over the past four years. And there's little hope 
there will be marked decline in the near future. The 
simultaneous recruitment of the local youth in the 
militant ranks and the infiltration from across the 
border invariably replenishes the shortfall caused by 
the killings of the militants. And it will continue to do 
so unless the dynamic that animates the militancy is 
addressed. And this redressal is not in the killing of 
the militants but in a meaningful political outreach 
to the people of J&K and also in a dialogue between 
India and Pakistan.  But this outreach and the bilater-
al talks with Pakistan have been more or less absent 
over the past six years. The LoC truce has generated 
fresh hope on this score. Here's hoping it's followed by 
a sustainable dialogue.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Dissent vs Sedition 

R
ejecting a petition that sought action against for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) chief minister and 
one of the country’s senior-most leaders, Farooq 
Abdullah, for his comments opposing the Centre’s 

changes in the erstwhile state, a two-judge Supreme Court 
(SC) bench on Wednesday said that dissent cannot be con-
sidered sedition. The bench said that “the expression of a 
view which is a dissent from a decision taken by the Central 
government itself cannot be said to be seditious”. This is an 
important judicial intervention and merits unequivocal sup-
port. And it comes soon after a Delhi court, while granting 
bail to activist Disha Ravi, who too was charged with sedi-
tion, had said that offence of sedition could not be invoked to 
minister to “the wounded vanity of governments”.

Any State must carefully defend its sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, and security interests. But this cannot be 
the basis to undermine the equally cherished constitution-
al tenets of freedom and the political structure of democ-
racy and deny citizens their fundamental rights. Unfortu-
nately, the executive has shown an increasing tendency to 
use the framework of sedition in recent years. The minis-
try of home affairs informed the Rajya Sabha that out of 
the 96 people arrested for sedition in 2019, only two were 
convicted. There was a 25% increase in sedition cases in 
2019, which resulted in a spike in arrests, but the abysmal 
conviction record suggests that the cases are often not 
grounded in adequate evidence.

There is a larger principle involved here. India’s legal 
architecture has enough room to charge those whose state-
ments or actions are meant to stir up violence against the 
State. Sedition, a colonial-era law, often used to implicate 
citizens who are exercising democratic rights of dissent, 
should have no space in the Constitution. 

Hindustan Times 
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Pope in Iraq 
Pope’s historical Iraq visit underlined his commitment to interfaith dialogue, 

tolerance and coexistence, and their necessity in today’s world

T
he Head of the Catholic 
Church, Pope Francis ar-
rived in Iraq, last Friday, 
5 March, to a red carpet 

and military-band reception, at 
the beginning of the first-ever 
papal visit to Iraq. He went with 
a plea for the country to protect 
its centuries-old diversity, urging 
Muslims to embrace their Chris-
tian neighbours and asking the 
embattled Christian community 
-- "though small like a mustard 
seed" -- to persevere.

The aim of the trip was to en-
courage Iraq’s dwindling Christian 
communities, which have faced vio-
lent persecution by the now defunct 
Islamic State group, to stop fleeing 
Iraq and to promote greater dia-
logue with Iraq’s Shiite majority. 

The visit was marred by con-
troversy due to Pope’s decision to 
travel during the continuing pan-
demic, but the Vatican defended 
his decision, saying all health 
care precautions had been taken 
and that the trip was an “act of 
love for this land, for its people 
and for its Christians.”

During his meeting in Bagh-
dad with Iraqi President Barham 
Salih, Pope Francis said Chris-
tians and other minorities in Iraq 
deserve the same rights and pro-
tections as the Shiite Muslim ma-
jority. He said that the religious, 
cultural and ethnic diversity that 
has been a hallmark of Iraqi so-
ciety for millennia is a precious 
resource on which to draw, not an 
obstacle to eliminate, and urged 
Iraqis to show everyone, especial-
ly in the Middle East, that diver-
sity, instead of giving rise to con-
flict, should lead to harmonious 
co-operation in society.

President Salih, belonging to 
ethnic Kurdish minority, echoed 
his call. He was of the view that 
the East cannot be imagined with-
out Christians and the continued 
migration of Christians from the 
countries of the east will have 
dire consequences for the region 
in future.

In his long and momentous 
meeting with Iraq’s Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali Al Sistani, the most influ-
ential Shiite cleric, in the holy city 
of Najaf, the Pope urged Muslims 
to embrace Iraq’s beleaguered 
Christian minority. On his part, 
the Shiite cleric affirmed his con-
cern for Christians and said that 
they should live like all Iraqis in 
peace and security, and with their 
full constitutional rights. He also 
said that religious authorities 
have a role in protecting Iraq’s 
Christians. 

The Vatican said Francis 
thanked Al Sistani for having 
“raised his voice in defence of the 

weakest and most persecuted” 
during some of the most violent 
times in Iraq’s recent history. The 
Pope further said that Al Sistani’s 
message of peace affirmed “the sa-
credness of human life and the im-
portance of the unity of the Iraqi 
people”.

Cradle of Civilisation
The Pope later visited the 

ruins of ancient Ur in southern 
Iraq, revered as the birthplace of 
Prophet Abraham, father of Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam, 
to reinforce his message of inter-
religious tolerance and fraternity. 

In his speech, Pope urged 
Iraq’s Muslim and Christian reli-
gious leaders to put aside animosi-
ties and work together for peace 
and unity. He underlined that 
hostility, extremism and violence 
are not born of a religious heart. 
He also urged Iraq’s Muslim and 
Christian religious leaders to put 
aside animosities and work togeth-
er for peace and unity during an 
interfaith meeting in the tradition-
al birthplace of Prophet Abraham. 

In Irbil, the head of Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region, Nechirvan Bar-
zani, welcomed him. He then trav-
elled by helicopter on to Mosul 
where he visited Church Square to 
pray for the victims of a war which 
left thousands of civilians dead.

Referring to the historic re-
gion of Mesopotamia, which 
covered much of modern Iraq in-
cluding Mosul, Pope Francis won-
dered aloud how cruel it is that 
this country, the cradle of civilisa-
tion, should have been afflicted by 
so barbarous a blow, with ancient 
places of worship destroyed and 
many thousands of people - Mus-
lims, Christians, Yazidis and oth-
ers - forcibly displaced or killed.

Christian-Muslim Relations
Pope’s Iraq visit was in keep-

ing with Francis' long-standing 
efforts to improve relations with 
the Muslim world, which have 
been augmented in recent years 
with his friendship with the lead-
ing Sunni cleric, Sheikh Ahmed 
Al Tayeb. Sheikh is an imam and 
academic at the Al Azhar Univer-
sity in Cairo and he signed a land-
mark document on February 4 in 
Abu Dhabi, with the Pope. 

The document calls for greater 
mutual understanding and soli-
darity to confront the problems 
facing the world. With the backing 
of the United Arab Emirates, the 
initiative has gone on to create a 
high-level commission to spread 
the message and plans are under 
way to build a centre in Abu Dha-
bi with a synagogue, mosque and 
church to demonstrate the feasi-

bility of interfaith coexistence and 
sharing.

Christians in Iraq
In Iraq, the pontiff brought his 

call for tolerance to a country rich 
in ethnic and religious diversity 
but one which has been intercepted 
by problems. After the invasion of 
the country by the US in 2003, it has 
seen vicious sectarian violence be-
tween Shiites and Sunni Muslims, 
clashes and rising tensions be-
tween Arabs and Kurds, and mili-
tant atrocities against minorities 
like Christians and Yazidis.

In Iraq, Christian presence 
goes back nearly to the time of 
Christ. They subscribe to a num-
ber of rites and denominations, 
of which the Chaldean Catholic is 
the largest sect, along with Syriac 
Catholics, Assyrians and several 
Orthodox churches. They once con-
stituted a sizable minority in Iraq, 
estimated at around 1.4 million. But 
their numbers began to fall rapidly. 

Pope’s call for Tolerance and Coexistence
Pope Francis’s efforts to pro-

mote tolerance and coexistence 
amongst faiths and particularly 
between Christians and Muslims 
are nothing new. His efforts have 
earlier seen endorsing partner-
ship with Sheikh Tayeb in the 
recent past and the messaging, 
which he conveyed in Iraq. 

Though symbolic, this sort of 
messaging carries enough weight 
and support amongst people, 
many of whom are guided by 
such spiritual and kind-hearted 
initiatives by their religious lead-
ers. Such gestures and meetings 
become the cornerstone of long 
lasting partnership among faiths, 
which has been a hallmark of 
Iraq particularly, which is often 
described as the cradle of civilisa-
tion and has seen co-existence of 
Christians, Jews and Muslims to-
gether in a tolerant manner, each 
paying tribute to other’s faith and 
holding all faiths as equal.

Pope’s Iraq visit underlined 
his commitment to interfaith dia-
logue, tolerance and coexistence 
and it is need of the hour to pro-
mote these sentiments amongst 
the masses and the political lead-
ership too, particularly in the 
backdrop of the continuing pan-
demic, when each can help the 
other with sensitivity and sympa-
thy, and in countries where these 
values were the hallmark of their 
secular setup but are now being 
eroded due to narrow interests.
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by such spiritual 
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initiatives by their 
religious leaders
 

 

Asad Mirza

I 
belong to a category of people, 
who still don't prefer to have 
breakfast before having a brief 
glimpse of newspapers just to 

know about the daily happenings in 
and around the globe. From the past 
few years, newspaper content has be-
come the casualty after the muzzling 
of genuine voices of journalists by 
regimes In power, that has led to de-
creasing readership of newspapers, 
infact some of my known friends 
who happened to be avid readers of 

newspapers have stopped reading 
newspapers altogether. This is be-
cause impartial and unbiased report-
ing with good editorial policy seems 
to have become the thing of the past. 
But some newspapers have converted 
this adversity into an opportunity 
and kept the flame of professional 
journalism alive. 

I am writing this from the deep 
depths of my heart: Kashmir Observ-
er belongs to that category of newspa-
per whose content is food for thought 

for avid newspaper readers like me.I 
love to read editorials, features and 
op-ed articles on KO. The bottom line 
report especially is always carrying 
something unique and path break-
ing which often leads to a creation of 
narrative among the masses to know 
further about it. 

Last but not the least, Kashmir 
Observer's multimedia team is do-
ing a very good job. Unlike other 
multimedia videos,KO's are a treat to 
watch.

I am hopeful  the Kashmir Ob-
server news media team will keep on 
getting better and better to serve its 
readers with impartial and unbiased 
news reports without carrying an 
agenda. I would like to take this op-
portunity to suggest everyone to read 
Kashmir Observer and recommend it 
to friends as well.

.
Malik Javid

malikjavid86@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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I 
heard wonderful news that coronavi-
rus has disappeared from India and 
people are going to shopping malls 
and visiting hairdressing salons 

once again.
One woman with a toddler told a 

newspaper reporter that she was fed up 
sitting at home and did what most people 
do when they have “cabin fever” — she 
went to one of the biggest malls in India, 
just outside Delhi.

(According to medicalnews.com, 
‘cabin fever’ is a feeling of restless-
ness and irritability that happens 
to people when they cannot interact 
with other people and are confined in 
their homes).

The woman from Delhi also said she 
flew to two local destinations for holi-
days. She said initially she was scared 
of crowds and afraid of getting infected. 
Now, she sees the infection rates drop-
ping dramatically in India.

Our neighbour also had flown to the 
north-east to “sit and watch the moun-
tain” from her hotel and meditate and de-
stress. She returned home and then again 
disappeared, and from her Facebook 
posts, she is in Kerala and enjoying the 
lush vegetation and the calm atmosphere 
at a hill resort, that is dubbed the Kash-
mir of south India.

Scientists seemed to be puzzled that 
while some countries are facing second 
and third waves, India seems to have 
learnt to live with the virus. Some say 
it is because of the youthful population, 
while others say it because of exposure to 
viruses over the years.

For one full year I have been trying 
to learn what the difference is between 
the virus with a crown and the common 
flu. Doctors have said both the coronavi-
rus infection and the common flu have 
similar symptoms. “If you sneeze to the 
left, it is flu. If you also have fever, just 
stay at home, dummy,” scientists and 
doctors had said.

Sometimes, scientists do not have all 
the answers, unlike my algebra teacher 
who always got the equation right. The 
CDC (Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention) in US initially told people 
there was no need to wear a mask, then 
the WHO said, yes there is a need to wear 
a mask. Now, we are told it is better to 
wear two masks.

Why was I confused by the science 
guys who could not make up their minds 
whether I should stay one foot away from 
my fellow beings, or six feet away. I was 
also told that I could travel in a packed 
plane as it is safe because the air in the 
closed metal cabin is freshened up every 

now and then, but just not to eat anything 
during the flight.

Back seat driving
I wish to know why I was fined for 

not wearing a mask when travelling 
in my own car, with my own wife and 
my own children? I can understand 
not smoking with children in the car, 
but have you tried putting a mask on 
a wife in a car who loves to do back 
seat driving?

Finally, just when scientists perfect-
ed the vaccine against the infection and 
just when I was primed up to receiving 
the ‘jab’, I was told that I had to wait until 
after the front-line workers, who are at 
the forefront of the fight against the pan-
demic, and who are risking their lives 
every day to save people, are vaccinated.

A while later I was told it is now the 
turn of the essential service providers 
such as the food delivery guys and online 
retail delivery persons who are an essen-
tial part of the economy.

Anyway, the other good news is that I 
may have herd immunity and that is why 
I am immune to the virus. Herd immu-
nity FYI, happens when a lot of people go 
for shopping together.

Gulf News
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Why We Need to Stop Justifying 
Islam Through Secular Paradigms

T
oni Morrison famously cites 
racism’s greatest achievement 
as distraction. Like the reso-
nating tones of a standing bell, 

this quote only appears to reverberate 
within my consciousness, renewing 
and deepening my understanding of it 
with time.

And so it was, as I unwound from 
another day of emergency covid home 
schooling, that the viral clip of Zara 
Mohammed on BBC Woman’s Hour 
reared its infuriating head on my Twit-
ter feed. I tend to refrain from survey-
ing mainstream news outtakes that 
are doing the rounds on Muslim Twit-
ter with all the ease of a veteran. With 
age, the rage incited by the kind of 
open, shameless bigotry often levelled 
against Islam tends to loose its impas-
sioned sheen, leaving a jaded and hard-
ened shell of emotion devoid of any 
motivating impulse that might render 
it productive.

Unfortunately the justified opti-
mism I felt at Zara’s appointment as 
the youngest, and first female leader 
of MCB (Muslim Council of Britain) 
meant I let my guard down and pressed 
play expectantly.  The bitter taste it left 
in my mouth distracted me from the 
rest of the evenings planned activities. 
The emotional muscle memory threw 
me off course from the communal, cel-
ebratory sentiment of this moment in 
British Muslim history. It jettisoned 
the next few minutes of mindless inter-
net browsing in exchange for several 
hastily drafted, and soon deleted, mes-
sages to friends to pent out the frustra-
tions it gave rise to. And ultimately it’s 
led to me sitting here typing out this ri-
poste, despite my best intentions not to.

I fully acknowledge the well worn 
argument that Muslim women’s ener-
gy is wasted responding to the rippling 
impacts of bigotry and false stereotype.

The ‘Inception’ levels of irony that 
I sit here wasting time and energy re-
sponding to an incident in which an-
other Muslim woman’s time and ener-
gy were wasted, is not in any way lost 
on me. But what prompts the response 
is, similarly, what I feel occurred dur-
ing that barely one-minute long ex-
cerpt: an inability for us as Muslims, 
and Britons, to address what I feel is 
the true matter at hand, a kind of re-
strictive cultural straight-jacket which 
prevents us from being able to have 
anywhere near a meaningful dialogue 
concerning difference.

There is no doubt that Zara behaved 
with composure and grace throughout 
the interview, and maintained every 
level of grace despite the unabashed 
levels of arrogance and paternalism 
displayed in that now infamous clip. 
And contrary to what either side of 
the debate said – I believe Mohammed 
was more statesmanlike than many of 
today’s seasoned politicians, I believe 
she responded to the confrontation in 
the only way it could have been, given 
the circumstances.

It is clear she was well appointed, 
and my optimism doesn’t wane in the 
slightest in light of the events that 
unfolded under the obviously perfor-
mative outrage of the show’s host. 
Conversely, I also don’t blame Barnett 
personally for the glaring misgivings 
exhibited in the clip any more than 
I blame her for showing bias against 
any other guest that may not align 
with her own strategic political posi-
tioning. The illusion of impartiality in 
broadcast journalism no longer exists 

for me. And I do buy into the argument 
that Muslim leaders should be held to 
account in the same way that other 
political or cultural figures are, while 
simultaneously acknowledging that, 
like most BBC broadcasters, Barnett 
will shrewdly choose whether or not to 
give a guest a run for their proverbial, 
or actual, money.

What angered me about the clip, 
and the specific reason the presenter, 
Emma Barnett, was able to get away 
with the charade of mock outrage in 
this instance, has less to do with what 
was said, and more to do with what was 
left unsaid.

It exposed the parameters of pub-
lic debate in such an acute and jar-
ring way, that it left me with all the 
frustration of an unvoiced truth, of a 
topic that, due to social conditioning, 
language appears to be inadequate for. 
The presenter  has Zara in a rhetorical 
headlock, knowing full well the power 
imbalance was in her favour and not 
the Muslim guest’s, because there are 
certain issues that Muslim public fig-
ures simply cannot address, and some 
tropes concerning Islam that are so 
entrenched in popular consciousness 
that we appear to have to forbear them. 
There is a brick wall when it comes to 
public conversation that encloses Is-
lam and presents certain topics as off 
limits outside of the incendiary, main-
stream narratives that have come to 
define them.

I don’t believe that the BBC Wom-
en’s Hour team is obtuse enough to be 
entirely ignorant to the fact that Is-
lamic institutions and structures are 
not analogous to those of Christianity 
or Judaism.

I’m sure even if she was unaware 
that Islam has no system of clergy, 
that she would at least know that our 
practice of worship is so starkly differ-
ent that the very role of an Imam has 
no comparison outside of Islam from 
which to draw a parallel. I am sure she 
might even be able to stretch her mind 

enough to encompass the fact that these 
may not be hierarchical structures in 
Islamic thought. Yet she continued her 
line of interrogation knowing full well 
that the well ingrained asymmetry of 
gender relations in secular patriarchy, 
constantly imposed on Islam, meant 
there was absolutely no way to have 
anything other than a polemic debate 
on the issue. An issue which I think it 
would be insulting to say requires nu-
ance because, frankly, it’s discourte-
ous to human intellect to continually 
imply that anything beyond the forged 
and farcical black and white, Islamo-
phobic narrative requires additional 
thinking.

By now, 1442 years on, we as a hu-
man race should surely have moved 
past the idea that Islam is a shadowed 
inversion of liberal humanism or the 
equally fallacious notion of Judeo-
Christian values.

Emma Barnett’s self-positioning 
as a paragon of liberal virtue meant 
she was able to probe and interro-
gate Zara on issues of gender in Islam 
with the absolute impunity granted of 
someone from a non-Muslilm, white-
passing background. She was able to 
impose her very singular, privileged 
idea of gender equality onto the rich 
tradition of Islam, and use that as a 
measure of objective worth. We as an 
audience have become so accustomed 
to accepting that anything other than 
secular, liberal endeavours toward 
gender parity fall short of a univer-
sal standard of fairness and equality. 
Islam is so marred in public imagi-
nation and political discourse that 
there is simply no rhetorical space to 
pursue anything other than a secular 
standard of gender equality. There-
fore there was no way a meaningful 
discussion regarding the role of reli-
gious leadership could be had.

At this point, the rest of the inter-
view may as well have been done in 
full clown make-up to match the sheer 
pretence and rehashed nature of this 

farcical, mime of a performance, the 
physical and ideological posturing, 
as though you might actually expect 
a response to a question as politically 
loaded and condemning as ‘How many 
female Imams are there in Britain’ – a 
question which I would expect to see 
misspelled on the placard of a disori-
ented participant of an EDL march. 
So direct is the line between so-called 
sophisticated political discourse and 
racist yob culture. This cat and mouse 
game was one that, politically speak-
ing, left no room for dialogue or debate. 
Any response other than diverting the 
question would have overshadowed 
more than the interview and Zara’s ap-
pointment, and for that reason alone, I 
commend her for so expertly doing so, 
and not falling into the trap of incrimi-
nation. And it was this air of resigna-
tion that rang through the interview, 
and which felt almost palpable. 

Islam in Britain is currently relegat-
ed to playing a catch-up game to the tune 
of modern, liberal culture, which starves 
it of its own language and value system. 
We are so distracted by this constant ef-
fort to justify and qualify our belief sys-
tem we often lose sight of it entirely. 

While it needn’t be said, given its 
glaring omission in dominant nar-
ratives; female leadership has a long 
and healthy tradition in Islamic law 
and scholarship. The issue of leading 
prayer, for the majority of Muslims 
who follow the orthodox position on 
this, is not nuanced, or complicated. 
It follows an illustrious tradition lead-
ing back to the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH), in which men are instructed to 
lead mixed-gender prayers. And a fact 
that would unite Muslims on either end 
of the liberal/orthodox spectrum is that 
either way, this does not lessen the ben-
efit or reward for women.

In perennially justifying Islamic 
practices through secular paradigms, 
we lose sight of the fact that worship 
and prayer are done entirely for Al-
lah alone, and despite the imposition 
of man-made structures of value, these 
acts are judged by Allah solely.

Female prayer is no less valuable 
in the sight of Allah depending on its 
physical positioning, relative to men, 
on earth.

The male standard is not what we 
judge ourselves by.

The worth of our prayer as women 
is not diminished by the nature of our 
gender.

We need not inherit hang-ups from 
a very reductive notion of feminism, 
and allow our religious identity to be 
the site for projected social anxieties; 
this is not our battle. And until we 
begin to normalise this, first in our 
own minds, and then through public 
debate and expression, we will con-
tinue to have these false ‘gotcha!’ mo-
ments that privilege a singular way 
of seeing, and which create an un-
spoken subtext to every debate, tying 
ourselves up in rhetorical knots and 
distracting us from the very nature 
and purpose of our creation. There-
fore, while I commend Zara Moham-
med, while not particularly caring 
for or condemning Emma Barnett, I 
do feel an abiding sense of sorrow for 
this protracted distraction which, as 
Toni Morrison says, is one of racism’s 
greatest achievements.

Amalaliah.com 

MARIYA BINT REHAN 

With age, the 
rage incited 

by the kind of open, 
shameless bigotry 
often levelled 
against Islam 
tends to loose its 
impassioned sheen, 
leaving a jaded and 
hardened shell of 
emotion devoid 
of any motivating 
impulse that might 
render it productive

Could coronavirus have 
vanished from India?

I was fined for not wearing a mask when 
travelling in my own car, with my wife and kids

Mahmood Saberi

Scientists seemed 
to be puzzled that 

while some countries are 
facing second and third 
waves, India seems to 
have learnt to live with 
the virus. Some say it is 
because of the youthful 
population, while others 
say it because of exposure 
to viruses over the years.
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R
esearchers during a recent study 
found that eating about five daily 
servings, two of which were fruits 
and three vegetables, is likely the 

optimal amount needed in order to sustain 
longer life.

The study representing nearly two mil-
lion adults worldwide was published in 
the American Heart Association's flagship 
journal Circulation.

Diets rich in fruits and vegetables 
help reduce the risk for numerous chronic 
health conditions that are leading causes 
of death, including cardiovascular disease 
and cancer. Yet, only about one in 10 adults 
eat enough fruits or vegetables, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

"While groups like the American Heart 
Association recommend four to five serv-
ings each of fruits and vegetables daily, 
consumers likely get inconsistent mes-
sages about what defines optimal daily 

intake of fruits and vegetables such as the 
recommended amount, and which foods to 
include and avoid," said lead study author 
Dong D. Wang, M.D., Sc.D., an epidemiolo-
gist, nutritionist and a member of the medi-
cal faculty at Harvard Medical School and 
Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston.

Wang and colleagues analyzed data 
from the Nurses' Health Study and the 
Health Professionals Follow-Up Study, two 
studies including more than 100,000 adults 
who were followed for up to 30 years. Both 
datasets included detailed dietary infor-
mation repeatedly collected every two to 
four years. For this analysis, researchers 
also pooled data on fruit and vegetable 
intake and death from 26 studies that in-
cluded about 1.9 million participants from 
29 countries and territories in North and 
South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Australia.

Analysis of all studies, with a compos-
ite of more than two million participants, 
revealed:

-Intake of about five servings of fruits 

and vegetables daily was associated with 
the lowest risk of death. Eating more than 
five servings was not associated with an ad-
ditional benefit.

-Eating about two servings daily of 
fruits and three servings daily of vegetables 
was associated with the greatest longevity.

-Compared to those who consumed two 
servings of fruit and vegetables per day, 
participants who consumed five servings a 
day of fruits and vegetable had a 13% lower 
risk of death from all causes; a 12 per cent 
lower risk of death from cardiovascular 
disease, including heart disease and stroke; 
a 10 per cent lower risk of death from can-
cer; and a 35 per cent lower risk of death 
from respiratory diseases, such as chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).

-Not all foods that one might consider 
to be fruits and vegetables offered the same 
benefits. For example, Starchy vegetables, 
such as peas and corn, fruit juices and pota-
toes were not associated with reduced risk 
of death from all causes or specific chronic 
diseases.

On the other hand, green leafy vegeta-
bles, including spinach, lettuce and kale, 
and fruit and vegetables rich in beta caro-
tene and vitamin C, such as citrus fruits, 
berries, and carrots, showed benefits.

"Our analysis in the two cohorts of U.S. 
men and women yielded results similar to 
those from 26 cohorts around the world, 
which supports the biological plausibility 
of our findings and suggests these findings 
can be applied to broader populations," 
Wang said.

Wang said this study identifies an op-
timal intake level of fruits and vegetables 
and supports the evidence-based, succinct 
public health message of '5-a-day,' meaning 
people should ideally consume five serv-
ings of fruit and vegetable each day.

"This amount likely offers the most 
benefit in terms of prevention of major 
chronic disease and is a relatively achiev-
able intake for the general public," he said.

"We also found that not all fruits and 
vegetables offer the same degree of benefit, 
even though current dietary recommenda-

tions generally treat all types of fruits and 
vegetables, including starchy vegetables, 
fruit juices and potatoes, the same," added 
Wang.

A limitation of the research is that it 
is observational, showing an association 
between fruit and vegetable consumption 
and risk of death; it does not confer a direct 
cause-and-effect relationship.

"The American Heart Association rec-
ommends filling at least half your plate with 
fruits and vegetables at each meal," said Anne 
Thorndike, M.D., M.P.H., chair of the Ameri-
can Heart Association's nutrition committee 
and an associate professor of medicine at Har-
vard Medical School in Boston.

"This research provides strong evi-
dence for the lifelong benefits of eating 
fruits and vegetables and suggests a goal 
amount to consume daily for ideal health. 
Fruits and vegetables are naturally pack-
aged sources of nutrients that can be in-
cluded in most meals and snacks, and they 
are essential for keeping our hearts and 
bodies healthy," added Thorndike.

Eating daily servings of 
fruits and vegetables 
helpful for longer life

Greenhouse gas emissions associated with 
dietary guidelines vary between countries: Study
Agencies

G
reenhouse gas emis-
sions associated 
with national dietary 
guidelines advocat-

ing a healthy diet vary greatly 
between countries, with US 
guidelines having the larg-
est carbon footprint and India 
having the smallest, accord-
ing to a study involving seven 
countries.

The study was published 
in the open-access Nutrition 
Journal. The variations result 
from differences in recommen-
dations for and consumptions 
of individual foods within the 
six main food groups - protein 
foods, dairy, grains, fruits, 
vegetables, and oils/fats.

Diego Rose, the corre-
sponding author said, "Many 
countries provide recom-
mendations about foods that 
people should eat for a healthy 
diet and previous simulations 
have shown that if the public 
were to eat according to their 
government's recommenda-
tions, their diets would be both 
healthier and have a lower car-
bon footprint."

Rose added, "However, for 
the US the opposite has been 
shown; greenhouse gas emis-
sions were simulated to go up if 
people followed dietary guide-
lines. This anomaly prompted 
us to investigate how dietary 
guidelines vary between coun-
tries and the consequent im-
plications for greenhouse gas 
emissions."

To investigate differences 
in greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with different di-
etary guidelines, a team of re-
searchers at Tulane University 
compared the dietary guide-
lines and food consumption 
patterns of seven countries: 
Germany, India, the Nether-
lands, Oman, Thailand, Uru-
guay, and the United States.

The authors found that the 
carbon footprint of India's di-
etary guidelines was compar-

atively low, with the recom-
mended diet associated with 
the equivalent of 0.86 kg CO2 
per day, compared to the US's 
with 3.83 kg CO2 per day.

The carbon footprint of 
the US dietary guidelines was 
found to be about 1.2 times that 
of the Netherlands (equivalent 
to 2.86 kg CO2 per day) and 
about 1.5 times that of Germa-
ny (equivalent to 2.25 kg CO2 
per day). The US vegetarian 
dietary guideline, while much 
lower than the main US guide-
line in terms of greenhouse gas 
emissions (equivalent to 1.80 
kg CO2 per day), was still over 
twice that of India's largely 
due to the high US dairy rec-
ommendation.

The authors also found 
that the principal difference 
between the dietary guidelines 
of the various countries was 
the wide range of daily recom-
mended amounts for each food 
group, particularly protein 
and dairy foods. Daily rec-
ommended amounts of dairy 
foods ranged from 118ml per 
day for Oman to 710ml per day 
for the US. The greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with 

these two recommendations 
were equivalent to 0.17 and 
1.10 kg CO2 per day, respec-
tively. The greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with the 
protein food recommendations 
ranged 0.03 kg CO2 per day in 
India to 1.84 kg CO2 in the US, 
for recommended amounts of 
75g per day and 156g per day, 
respectively.

Guidelines also varied 
in terms of which foods were 
included in each food group. 
Protein food recommenda-
tions in Germany and Uru-
guay only included animal 
proteins, the US and Thailand 
recommended a full spectrum 
of plant and animal protein 
foods, whereas India recom-
mended just plant proteins. 
The US vegetarian guideline 
recommended plant proteins, 
as well as dairy and eggs.

Brittany Kovacs, the lead 
author said, "As there is great 
variation in the global warm-
ing impacts of these individual 
foods, which foods people con-
sume and how much of them 
has an impact on the carbon 
footprint of dietary guidelines. 
For example, consumption 

of beef, mutton, and lamb in 
Uruguay accounts for 31 per 
cent of protein foods, whereas 
in Germany it is only 16 per 
cent. Thus, our calculated 
greenhouse gas emissions for 
Uruguay's protein food recom-
mendation is 53 per cent high-
er than Germany's, despite the 
fact that both countries' quan-
tity recommendations for pro-
tein foods as a food group are 
about the same."

Rose added, "The US Veg-
etarian guideline is almost 
identical in recommendations 
to the main US guideline, ex-
cept for the protein group - 
which recommends legumes, 
soy, nuts, and seeds, as well as 
eggs - resulting in an overall 
carbon footprint that is less 
than half."

The authors caution that 
the study only considers a 
single environmental impact 
of diets, greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Other environmental 
impacts, such as land and wa-
ter use, should be considered 
when evaluating the overall 
impact of a diet. The study is 
restricted to the daily quan-
titative recommendations 
of seven countries' dietary 
guidelines, which may limit 
its generalizability to other 
countries.

Kovacs said, "These find-
ings hold insights for fu-
ture development of dietary 
guidelines and highlight the 
importance of including sus-
tainability considerations, 
such as reductions of protein 
food and dairy recommenda-
tions and/or the inclusion 
of more plant-based substi-
tutions for animal-based 
products. By including more 
sustainable, yet still health-
based, considerations into 
dietary recommendations, it 
is possible to influence the 
environmental impacts of 
the larger food and agricul-
ture sector in various coun-
tries and worldwide."       

However, for the US the opposite has 
been shown; greenhouse gas emissions were 

simulated to go up if people followed dietary 
guidelines. This anomaly prompted us to 
investigate how dietary guidelines vary between 
countries and the consequent implications for 
greenhouse gas emissions

Future iPhones may arrive with 
Smart Magnetic Connectors
Agencies

Apple has patented differ-
ent types of Magnetic Smart 
Connector systems that 
might be used in the com-
pany’s iPads and iPhones.

According to a Patently-
Apple report, the Cupertino-
based giant has patented 
various styles of smart con-
nectors. The US Patent and 
Trademark Office granted the 
smartphone manufacturer 
a patent that details various 
smart connectors for chargers 
and smart accessories.

The patent application 
was filed on April 10, 2018.

The patent is titled 
‘Magnetic surface contacts’ 
and covers a range of appli-
cations relating to magnetic 
smart connectors.

Most of Apple’s portable 
electronics product line-
up has shifted to wireless 
charging right from the 
Apple Watch to the iPhone, 

with some devices being 
MagSafe compatible.

Meanwhile, Apple is 
reportedly working on two 
MagSafe battery pack mod-
els for iPhone 12 and one 
version of the battery pack 
is expected to feature re-
verse charging support.

With reverse charging, 
the battery pack will be 

able to charge an iPhone 
12 while also charging Air-
Pods from the other side at 
the same time.

A US Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC) 
filing published after the 
iPhone 12 series debuted 
last year revealed Apple’s 
MagSafe protocol supports 
bilateral charging. 

'Wildfire smoke more harmful 
than other pollution sources'

F
ine particles in wild-
fire smoke can be 
several times more 
harmful to human 

respiratory health than par-
ticulate matter from other 
sources such as car exhaust, 
say researchers.

While this distinction 
has been previously identi-
fied in laboratory experi-
ments, the new study, pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Communications, confirms 
it at the population level.

This study reveals the 
risks of tiny airborne parti-
cles with diameters of up to 
2.5 microns, about one-20th 
that of a human hair.

These particles – termed 

PM2.5 – are the main compo-
nent of wildfire smoke and can 
penetrate the human respirato-
ry tract, enter the bloodstream 
and impair vital organs.

"There is a daily thresh-
old for the amount of PM2.5 
in the air that is considered 
acceptable by the county 
and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA)," said 
researcher Rosana Aguilera 
from University of Califor-
nia - San Diego.

"The problem with this 
standard is that it doesn't 
account for different sourc-
es of emission of PM2.5," 
Aguilera added.

To isolate wildfire-
produced PM2.5 from other 

sources of particulate pol-
lution, the researchers de-
fined exposure to wildfire 
PM2.5 as exposure to strong 
Santa Ana winds with fire 
upwind. A second measure 
of exposure involved smoke 
plume data from NOAA's 
Hazard Mapping System.

A 10 microgram-per-cu-
bic meter increase in PM2.5 
attributed to sources other 
than wildfire smoke was es-
timated to increase respira-
tory hospital admissions by 1 
per cent. The same increase, 
when attributed to wildfire 
smoke, caused between a 1.3 
to 10 per cent increase in re-
spiratory admissions.

Agencies



Press Trust of India

Rajya Sabha proceedings 
were adjourned again till 
1pm on Monday amid up-

roar by opposition members 
seeking a discussion on the issue 
of frequent increase in fuel prices.

Minutes after the House met 
at 11am after the first adjourn-
ment, Congress members again 
demanded the discussion on ris-
ing fuel prices in the country.

Leader of the opposition Mal-
likarjun Kharge sought a discus-
sion on the matter.

He said it was important to 

discuss the matter as people 
were suffering due to the fre-
quent increase in fuel prices.

Kharge said the legislative 
business could be taken up later. 
"This is very important issue and 
it is a burning subject. Through-
out the country, people are agi-
tated," Kharge said. The senior 
Congress leader said petrol prices 
have touched nearly Rs 100 a litre 
while diesel rates are more than 
Rs 80 per litre and LPG prices 
have also increased.

Kharge said the government 
has collected Rs 21 lakh crore 
by putting excise duty and cess 

on petroleum products. He said 
farmers and people are suffering 
because of rise in prices.

However, Rajya Sabha Deputy 
Chairman Harivansh did not al-
low the discussion as he noted 
that the decision of the chair-
man cannot be reopened. Earlier 
Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu had 
not allowed the discussion, say-
ing the issue can be debated later.

As the chair decided to continue 
with the legislative business, op-
position members started shouting 
slogans, forcing the deputy chair-
man to adjourn the House till 1 pm.

The second part of the Budget 

Rise In Fuel Prices 
Triggers Uproar 
In Rajya Sabha

Oil Prices Surge After Attack On Saudi Oil Site
Agenceis

BANGKOK: Oil prices pressed 
higher Monday after strikes on 
major oil facilities in Saudi Arabia, 
the world’s largest oil exporter, 
shook energy markets already 
rattled by a decision by oil pro-
ducers last week to not lift output.

Brent crude, the international 
standard, surpassed $70 per bar-
rel for the first time in over a year, 
gaining $1.14 to $70.47 a barrel. It 
surged $2.62 on Friday.

Benchmark U.S. crude oil added 
$1.10 to $67.19 per barrel, up 1.7%, 
falling back from bigger gains ear-
lier in the day. It jumped $2.26 to 
$66.09 per barrel on Friday.

Prices have been recovering in 
the past few months after plung-
ing last year with the onset of 
the pandemic. The devastating 
winter freeze that hit Texas and 
other parts of the southern Unit-
ed States last month knocked out 
production of roughly 4 million 
barrels per day of U.S. oil, pushing 
prices above $60 a barrel.

Last week, with oil prices ris-
ing, some observers were expect-
ing the OPEC cartel and its allies 
to lift more restrictions and let 
the oil flow more freely. But OPEC 
agreed to leave most restrictions 
in place, despite growing demand.

The strikes on Saudi sites have 
increased in frequency and pre-
cision in recent weeks, raising 
concerns about Saudi Arabia’s air 
defenses and the expanding ca-
pabilities of the Iran-backed reb-
els across the border in Yemen.

A Saudi-led coalition launched 
an air campaign on war-torn 
Yemen's capital and on other 
provinces Sunday in retaliation 
for missile and drone attacks on 
Saudi Arabia that were claimed 
by the Iranian-backed rebels.

The official Saudi Press Agency 

quoted an anonymous official in 
the Ministry of Energy as saying 
that a drone flew in from the sea 
and struck an oil storage site in Ras 
Tunura, the port run by Saudi Ara-
bia’s state oil company, Aramco.

It claimed the strike did not 
cause any damage. Saudi Aramco, 
the kingdom’s oil giant that now 
has a sliver of its worth traded 
publicly on the stock market, did 
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The Ministry of Energy de-
nounced the strike as “an act of sabo-
tage” targeting not only Saudi Arabia 
“but also the security and stability of 
energy supplies to the world.”

When key oil facilities in Saudi 
Arabia were attacked in 2019, 
global energy prices soared 14% 
the next day. But that prior attack 
disrupted more than half of its 
daily exports, halting 5% of world 
crude oil output.

Costlier oil pushes energy 
costs higher. That would add to 
inflation at a time when investors 
have been focusing on the poten-
tial for rising prices to cause cen-
tral banks to raise interest rates 
that have been taken to record 
low levels to support economies 
battered by the pandemic.

“The last thing anyone wants 
in a recovering global economy is 
higher oil prices, and we are like-
ly nearing a point when higher oil 

prices become a negative rather 
than a positive influence over risk 
assets," Stephen Innes of Axi said 
in a report Monday. Rising prices 
are a boon, however, for the oil 
industry, which has lost billions 
of dollars during the pandemic.

Oil prices crashed as millions of 
people stayed home and avoided 
traveling, hoping to avoid infec-
tion. Oil futures briefly traded be-
low $0 a barrel last spring before 
settling around $40 a barrel for 
months, well below what most 
producers needed to survive. 
Many U.S. producers cut produc-
tion dramatically, others filed for 
bankruptcy protection. Workers 
lost jobs by the thousands.

Eventually, prices began to re-
cover as demand trickled back. 
In January, after Saudi Arabia an-
nounced it would cut production 
by 1 million barrels per day on 
top of cuts the kingdom already 
made through its agreement with 
the OPEC cartel, prices for U.S. 
benchmark crude pushed above 
$50 a barrel. The upswing contin-
ued through February, when Sau-
di Arabia’s cuts went into effect.

Natural resources consultancy 
Wood Mackenzie reports it is 
forecasting that oil prices will 
trade in the $70-$75 range in 
April and that global demand will 
increase in 2021 by 6.3 million 
barrels a day from a year earlier.

More Than 81% Women 
Have Benefited From Stand 
Up India Scheme: Finmin

Agenceis

The Finance Ministry released 
figures of women partici-
pation in various schemes 

on the occasion of International 
Women’s Day highlighting the 
gradual shift in the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of women.

It stated that women have 
been the majority beneficiaries of 
several schemes launched by the 
Centre. The specific focus on the 
women population has also trans-
lated in silent but dedicated voters 
for the Narendra Modi-led NDA 
government in several elections.

“The Ministry of Finance, in the 
past seven years, has launched 
various schemes which have spe-
cial provisions for empowerment 
of women. These schemes have 
financially empowered women to 
lead a better life and chase their 
dreams of being an entrepreneur,” 
the ministry said in a statement.

Under the Stand Up India 
scheme formulated to promote 
entrepreneurship at grass root 
level, over 81 per cent of the bene-
ficiaries are women. The Stand Up 
India scheme launched on April 5, 
2016 was to reach out to the un-
der-served sector of people such as 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, and women entrepreneurs. 
The objective of this scheme was 

to facilitate bank loans between Rs 
10 lakh and Rs 1 crore to at least 
one SC/ST borrower and at least 
one woman borrower per bank 
branch for setting up a greenfield 
enterprise. As on February 26, 
more than 81 per cent―91,109 
accounts―with an amount of Rs. 
20,749 crore have been sanctioned 
to women entrepreneurs.

In case of Pradhan Mantri Mu-
dra Yojana (PMMY), launched on 
April 8, 2015 for providing loans 
up to 10 lakh to the non-corpo-
rate, non-farm small/micro enter-
prises. In last six years, about 68 
per cent―19.04 crore accounts 
with an amount of Rs. 6.36 lakh 
crore―have been sanctioned to 
women entrepreneurs under MU-
DRA scheme since inception.

The Modi government’s flag-
ship Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yo-
jana, launched on August 28, 2014, 
had brought large chunk of popu-
lation into the finance literacy, ac-
cess to credit and insurance ben-
efits. By February 26, 23.21 crore 
accounts, out of the total 41.93 
crore accounts opened under the 
scheme belonged to women.

The encouraging participation 
in government financial schemes 
meant they would be capable of 
managing their finances confi-
dently and encouraged to take 
own decisions.

Will Support 1 Million 
Women Entrepreneurs In 
Rural India: Sundar Pichai
Agenceis

Tech giant Google is launch-
ing a global Google.org Im-
pact Challenge for Women 

and Girls. Under this effort, it 
will provide $25 million in over-
all funding to nonprofits and 
social organizations in India and 
around the world that are work-
ing to advance women and girls' 
economic empowerment and 
create pathways to prosperity.

Google also announced sup-
porting 1 million women entre-
preneurs in rural India. Based 
on learnings from the Internet 
Saathi programme, Google is 
introducing a new Women Will 
web platform. The aim is to con-
tinue to support women in rural 
India to pursue their ambitions 

and improve their livelihoods 
through entrepreneurship. This 
will be complemented by com-
munity support, mentorship, and 
accelerator programs for rural 
women entrepreneurs.

“The success of the Internet 
Saathi programme has shown 
how digital literacy and access 
can help women to reach their 
full potential and improve their 
livelihoods,” said Sundar Pichai, 
CEO, Google and Alphabet at the 
virtual edition of Google for India 
event called Women Will. “Based 
on this success, we are announc-
ing to help 1 million women in 
rural villages become entrepre-
neurs through business tutorials, 
tools and mentorship.”

Available in English and Hindi, 
the Women Will platform is de-
signed especially for women aspir-
ing to explore entrepreneurship. 
Through a “how to” curriculum on 
turning an interest into a business, 
managing an enterprise, and pro-
moting it for growth, the platform 
will provide guidance and support 
to women who want to convert 
an existing hobby or talent such as 
tailoring, beauty services, home tu-
ition and food processing into some 
income. To begin with, the plat-
form would work with 2,000 In-
ternet Saathis to help other women 
gain from this resource and start on 
their entrepreneurial journey.

“We always believe the best 
ways to expand opportunity for 
everyone is to get technology 
into the hands of women,” said 
Pichai. “Not only will they use 
it to make their lives better but 
(also) for their families and their 
communities.”

An alumnus of IIT-Kharagpur 
and a native of Tamil Nadu, Pichai 
observed this firsthand when his 
mother would invite neighbours 
to use the rotary phone.

“Sometimes it felt like the 
whole neighbourhood was in our 
living room, swapping stories and 
connecting with the loved ones, 
who lived far away,” said Pichai.

Many years later, in 2017, he 
met other women in a small rural 
village outside, Kharagpur mak-
ing an impact. This time with 
mobile phones. He was there on 
a visit as part of the Internet Saa-
thi programme, which trained 
women living in rural Indian vil-
lages to use the Internet.

These women, then travelled 
to other villages to train more 
women. He asked them to tell 

him one thing that could make 
the biggest difference in their vil-
lage and their response was Wi-
Fi. They showed him different 
searches they were doing, using 
their phones, from finding You-
Tube videos on stitching to using 
pesticide to improve crop yields. 
Another person shared how her 
life had changed by being able 
to video call her son, who was a 
migrant worker.

“These stories were powerful 
reminders about how technology 
can help transform lives for the 
better. And in turn, these women 
helped to make our products 
better,” said Pichai. “For exam-
ple, they showed how the voice 
search confused Puri, the food 
with a place, which inspired us 
to make improvements.”

Internet Saathi is helping nar-
row the digital gender divide 
in India. In its six-year journey, 
this joint effort with Tata Trusts 
has had a cascading impact ben-
efitting over 30 million women 
across rural India and contribut-
ed to narrowing the digital gen-
der gap in India. The programme 
was designed to impart digital 
literacy training to women across 
300,000 villages in India. Google 
said it took the courage and 
non-stop efforts of over 80,000 
women trainers called Internet 
Saathis to make this possible.

Ratan Tata, chairman of Tata 
Trusts said it gives him great sat-
isfaction when he sees the suc-
cess of the joint effort between 
Google and Tata Trusts in provid-
ing education and livelihood to 
women in rural India. “I appreci-
ate Mr Pichai for acknowledging 
what we have achieved. I wish 
to thank him for recognising the 
tremendous outreach and faith 
that Google has displayed in this 
initiative with Tata Trusts.”

Pichai said empowering women 
entrepreneurs could create hun-
dreds of millions of jobs and help 
more people benefit from India’s 
growing digital economy. Because 
when women have equal access 
to opportunity, everyone benefits 
from their perspectives, creativ-
ity and expertise. “This is true all 
over the world. Yet, when it comes 
to accessing opportunity, deep in-
equalities persist,” said Pichai.

For example, Pichai said wom-
en are almost twice as likely to 
lose their jobs during the pan-
demic and millions of girls are at 
the risk of not returning to school. 
“We have the opportunity to build 
a future that is more equal and in-
clusive and we must take it.”

The $25 million Google.org 
Global Impact Challenge for 
Women & Girls, would support 
such efforts. Google said it is very 
conscious that the disruption of 
2020 has widened the gender eq-
uity gap globally. Post-Covid-19, 
a future of all-round prosperity 
is anchored in the guarantee of 
gender equity, and this requires 
concerted but bold efforts.

“We would provide $25 million 
in grants to non-profits and social 
enterprises doing important work 
to help women and girls address 
systemic barriers, the economic 
inequality, pursue entrepreneur-
ship and build financial indepen-
dence,” said Pichai.

25 Million New Jobs In Indian 
Retail Sector By 2030: Study
Agencies

Around 25 million new jobs 
will be created by the In-
dian retail sector by 2030, 

as per Retail 4.0 Report released 
by Nasscom in partnership with 
Technopak.

According to the study, Retail 
4.0 will result in a significant rise 
in the size of the domestic mar-
ket, job creation, and exports. 
The changing demand and sup-
ply drivers are likely to accelerate 
the growth momentum, with the 
India retail market reaching up-to 
$1.5 trillion by FY2030.

“As India leaps forward to be-
come a digitally transformed na-
tion, the country’s retail sector 
has emerged as one of the most 
dynamically-evolving, rapidly 
digitising sectors, with the sec-
ond-largest consumer base in the 
world, from 5th largest in 2020,'' 
found the study.

Over the last decade, as per 
the study, the Indian retail mar-
ket size has witnessed a massive 
growth of 3X, accounting for $800 
billion, contributing 10% to India’s 
GDP In FY 2019-20 and 8% to the 
total workforce with more than 
35 million employees.

“The growth has been backed 
by sustained digital transforma-
tion. The COVID -19 pandemic has 
proved to be a catalyst in the evo-
lution of Retail from the 3.0 Era 
into a more digitally-enabled and 
collaborative Retail 4.0 era,'' the 
study observed.

Speaking at the launch of the 
report, Amitabh Kant, CEO, Niti 
Aayog said, the union government 
was in process of formulating the 
National Retail Trade Policy which 
not only would create a conducive 
environment for retail trade but 
would also simplify policies hin-
dering the growth of the sector in 
the country.

Rupee Falls 14 Paise to 73.16 
Against U.S. Dollar In Early Trade

Agenceis

The Indian rupee slumped 
14 paise to 73.16 against the 
U.S. dollar in opening trade 

on March 8, as rising crude oil 
prices and strengthening of the 
American currency in the over-
seas market weighed on investor 
sentiment. At the interbank forex 
market, the domestic unit opened 
at 73.13 against the U.S. dollar, 
then fell further to 73.16 against 
the American currency, register-
ing a decline of 14 paise over its 
previous close.

On March 5, the rupee had set-
tled at 73.02 against the American 
currency.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, rose 0.07% to 92.04.

"Brent crude has firmed over 
$70/barrel, while U.S. 10-year 
benchmark continues to harden 
this Monday and could weigh on 
sentiments," Reliance Securities 
said in a research note.

Brent crude futures, the global oil 
benchmark, rose 2% to $70.75 per 
barrel. However, foreign fund inflows 
into the equity markets, along with 
corporate dollar flows could cap de-
preciation bias, the note added.

On the domestic equity market 
front, the 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex was trading 544.62 
points higher at 50,949.94, and 
the broader NSE Nifty advanced 
159.25 points to 15,097.35.

Foreign institutional investors 
were net sellers in the capital 
market as they offloaded shares 
worth ₹2,014.16 crore on Friday, 
according to exchange data.

Nita Ambani Launches Social Media Platform 'Her Circle' For Women

Reliance Foundation chairper-
son Nita Mukesh Ambani on 
Sunday launched a social me-

dia platform 'Her Circle' aimed at 
empowering women.

Her Circle is envisioned to be a 
one-stop destination to provide 
women-related content that is 
engaging and upliftment-oriented 
even as it connects women through 
a social platform.

"I am delighted that we can cre-
ate such a circle of support and 
solidarity for millions of women 
through HerCircle.in, a digital plat-
form that invites every woman to 
join and make her own."

"With the Digital Revolution 
enabling round the clock global 
networking and collaboration, Her 
Circle welcomes ideas and initia-

tives of women from all cultures, 
communities and countries. We 
make sisterhood and equality our 
touchpoints on this platform," Am-
bani said in a statement.

Her Circle subscribers will be able 
to watch videos, read articles with 
solution-oriented life strategies 
covering living, wellness, finance, 

work, personality development, 
community service, beauty, fashion, 
entertainment, creative self-expres-
sion and active participation in pub-
lic life through women-led NGOs 
and other organisations.

Ambani said that when women lean 
on women, incredible things happen. 
"All my life I have been surrounded 

by strong women from whom I have 
learnt compassion, resilience, and 
positivity and in return, I have strived to 
pass on my learnings to others."

"As a daughter who grew up in a 
family of 11 girls, I was taught to be-
lieve in myself. From my daughter 
Isha, I have received unconditional 
love and confidence to continue to 
follow my dreams. From my daugh-
ter-in-law Shloka, I have learnt em-
pathy and patience," Ambani said.

Her Circle will also provide 
women with answers from Reli-
ance's panel of experts on health, 
wellness, education, entrepreneur-
ship, finance, philanthropy, men-
torship and leadership. The section 
on upskilling and jobs will help her 
find new professional skills as well 
as get job opportunities suited to 

her profile, the statement said.
It will give access to master-class-

es from the best in the business or 
avail complimentary digital courses.

Her Circle will provide space for 
women to share their life stories of 
success-through-struggle, which 
can provide inspiration, hope and 
resilience to others, according to 
the statement.

"Whether it is the women from 
Reliance Foundation or the national 
and international women leaders 
that I have worked with, our shared 
experiences show me that in the 
end our struggles and triumphs res-
onate with each other," Ambani said.

Registration on Her Circle is free. 
It has been launched in English and 
will subsequently be expanded in 
other languages.
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80% Students
10 positions in Science stream were shared 

by 124 students—94 of them girls and 30 boys—
while in Commerce, the first 10 positions were 
shared by 23 students, including 17 girls and 
six boys. 21 students—all of them girls—shared 
the first 10 positions in Arts stream. In Home 
Science, 10 girls shared the first 10 positions, the 
officials said.

In science stream fours students bagged first 
positions by securing 100 percent marks out 
of 500. They include Amal Sayeed daughter 
of Mohammad Sayeed Mir of CANDID Higher 
Secondary School, Nowgam, Hafsa Malik daugh-
ter of Ali Mohammad Malik of Iqbal Memorial 
Institute (Girls Wing) Hr. Sec. School, Bemina, 
Ishrat Muzafar daughter o Mohmmed Muzafar 
Malik of Kashmir Harvard HSS Habak Naseem 
Bagh Srinagar and Zainab Quadri daughter of 
Abdul Majid Quadri of Salfia Muslim Institute 
Parray Pora Srinagar. Nine students—six of them 
girls and 3 of them boys—got second position 
with 498 (99.6%) marks while six students got 
497 marks (99.4%) to grab third position in the 
Science stream and five of them were girls.

In commerce stream Zeenat Fayaz daughter 
of Fayaz Ahmad Dar of Government Girls Hr. 
Sec.School, Nawa Kadal Srinagar bagged first 
position by securing 493 marks (98.6%) while 
two students each bagged second (98%) and 
third (97.6%) positions respectively.

In Home Science, Sabeera Rashid daughter of 
Hafiz Abdul Rashid of Govt Girls Hr. Sec. School, 
Kothibagh got 490 (98.0%) marks to grab the first 
position while those at the second and third posi-
tion scored 483 and 482 marks respectively.

In Arts Stream, Khushboo Nazir daugh-
ter of Nazir Ahmad Dar of Govt. Girls Hr. Sec. 
Bijbehara scored the first position by getting 
100% marks. Second position holder got 497 
marks while three students scored third posi-
tion with 495 marks.

Of the total students, 23207 got distinction, 
while 17666, 5670 and 443 secured first, sec-
ond and third divisions respectively, they said.

Meanwhile, Political parties extended 
congratulatory messages to the successful 
students.

“Party president Farooq Abdullah and vice 
president Omar Abdullah congratulate Class 
12 students especially girl students who have 
bagged nearly 90 percent of top ranks in results 
declared today. It clearly demonstrates, given 
a chance, women excel in every field. Happy 
Women’s Day,” National Conference spokes-
man Imran Dar said.

J-K Congress president Ghulam Ahmad Mir 
and Apni Party chief Altaf Bukhari were among 
a host of politicians who congratulated the stu-
dents for their successes in the examination. 
(With GNS inputs)

J&K Govt
month while vice-chairperson and member 

would respectively get Rs 25000 and Rs 15000 
per month.“The orders for the same are being 
issued,” they said. KNO

Snowfall In
moderate to light snowfall, the officials said.
They said snow-clearance machines have 

been pressed into action in the affected areas.
Rains lashed the plains of the valley through-

out the day, bringing down the day tempera-
ture substantially.

A Meteorological (MeT) Department official 
said Srinagar recorded a maximum of 6.6 de-
grees Celsius, a departure of 7.6 degrees from 
14.2 degrees Celsius expected at this time of 
the year.

Other weather stations also recorded a drop 
of four to six degrees in maximum tempera-
ture, the official said.

Qazigund recorded a low of 4.8 degrees 
Celsius against 4.3 degrees Celsius on the pre-
vious night and received 1.4mm of rain dur-
ing the time. The mercury settled at minus 1.4 
degrees Celsius against 3.2 degrees Celsius on 
the earlier night at Pahalgam while the famous 
resort received 0.6mm rain.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, recorded a 
low of 3.9 degrees Celsius against 3.6 degrees 
Celsius on the previous night while it received 
3.6mm of rain.

The minimum temperature settled at 2.6 de-
grees Celsius in Kupwara against 5.2 degrees 
Celsius on the previous night while the north 
Kashmir district received 0.6mm rain, the of-
ficial said.

The weatherman has forecast wet weather 
over the next few days in Kashmir. (With GNS 
inputs)

Stranded Traffic
However, the officials said that subject to 

fair weather and better road condition, “only 
stranded vehicles between Udhampur and 
Nashree shall be allowed towards Srinagar.”

The officials asked security forces not to ply 
against advisory and traffic plan in view of traf-
fic congestion on the highway. “They may ply 
from Jammu towards Srinagar after confirming 
the status of highway,” the official said.

Meanwhile, Mughal road, connecting 
Shopian and Poonch districts, remained closed 

due to the snow accumulation.

LG Announces
year’s theme of International Women’s Day 

i.e “Choose to Challenge” and to celebrate 
Azaadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav- India@75, the Lt 
Governor announced the launch of Super-75 
scholarship scheme to support the education 
of meritorious girls belonging to poor families, 
so that they can excel in streams like Medicine, 
Engineering, ITI and Humanity, and contribute 
to nation building, an official spokesperson 
said Monday.

To strengthen the women entrepreneur 
ecosystem in J&K, Sinha, he also announced a 
new scheme – Tejaswini under Mission Youth, 
to provide financial assistance of Rs 5 lakhs to 
the girls from 18 years to 35 years to start their 
business.

“Mission Youth will provide 10 % of the proj-
ect cost and will also pay the interest every 
year,” the LG said, as per official spokesperson.

He said that the LG called upon the women 
entrepreneurs to reap maximum benefit out of 
this zero interest scheme and spread the word 
so that other women can also avail of the ben-
efits and take a leap towards their economic 
empowerment.

“A new era of change and development is 
ushering in J&K, a change that will provide 
women their rightful place, a voice, an identity, 
and individuality. We are making tireless ef-
forts to ensure women’s safety, modern educa-
tion, and economic independence,” the LG said.

Acknowledging women’s role in economic 
development of J&K, Sinha, as per the official 
spokesperson stressed on the need to put more 
focus on some key areas like creating a posi-
tive environment; skill development of women 
entrepreneurs; facilitating financial assistance; 
providing global market to women entrepre-
neurs and connecting them with innovative 
products.

“We have to work together to break the bar-
riers for the economic development of wom-
en,” he added.

As per the official spokesperson, the LG ob-
served that J&K has a long history of women 
glory to bring social change and breaking new 
grounds as far as gender equality and profes-
sional development is concerned.

“To lay a strong foundation for the girls, no 
fee will be charged upto 12th standard from 
5,89,000 girl students who took admission in 
different government run schools,” the LG said.

The official spokesperson said that the LG 
observed that 88 Kasturba Gandhi Balika 
Vidyalaya and 88 Girls Hostels have been made 
functional in far flung areas and this would 
help in filling the gender gap and controlling 
the girl child dropout rate. The LG further said 
that to assist the higher education of girls, 
the Government is also providing 13 different 
scholarship schemes.

“Jammu & Kashmir is not just about scenic 
beauty. There are so many strong historical 
facts that prove the capabilities of our wom-
en, their grace, compassion, courage, knowl-
edge, spirituality and wisdom that made it a 
beautiful paradise,” Sinha said, as per official 
spokesperson.

“I salute the courage and determination of 
every woman of Jammu & Kashmir. Today is 
an opportunity to come together and celebrate 
women’s contributions in different fields,” he 
added.

According to the official spokesperson, the LG 
lauded the young women achievers for making 
significant contributions to the welfare of so-
ciety and making J&K proud and made special 
mention of women achievers like Rabia Altaf, 
Aisha Aziz, Irfana Zargar and asked the others 
to take inspiration from them who now have 
become examples of women empowerment.

Speaking on the increasing enrolment of girl 
students in higher education, the LG, he said, 
expressed satisfaction on noting that the gross 
enrolment ratio of girls has been increased to 
50 %.

Highlighting various initiatives taken by the 
government for the promotion of skill develop-
ment, the LG said that a few days ago, Mission 
Youth in collaboration with Bombay Stock 
Exchange imparted skill development train-
ing in banking and financial services in which 
more than 25 % women participated.

“Mission Youth is soon going to start a digital 
marketing skill development programme and 
50 % girls participation is expected in the said 
program,” Sinha said, adding “I want the eco-
system of women entrepreneur in J&K to be the 
best across the country, for that, public partici-
pation is a must. Every individual has to work 
collectively for safety, security and economic 
empowerment of women,”

As per the official spokesperson, the LG also 
lauded the girls for outnumbering boys in the 
just declared 12th class results of Kashmir 
Division.

“In four streams, girls have bagged gold 
medals which itself shows the ability and tal-
ent that girls of J&K possess,” he added.

Later, the Lt Governor interacted with the 
women achievers present on the occasion and 
assured full cooperation and support of the 
government in their future endeavours.

As per the official spokesperson, the LG also 
sought suggestions from them for the promo-
tion and development of women entrepre-
neurship in J&K.

Pandurang K Pole, Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir; Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Deputy 
Commissioner, Srinagar; Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed 
Shah, CEO Mission Youth; and G M Dar, Director 
JKEDI, also spoke on the occasion and extended 
their greetings on International Women’s Day. 
Women entrepreneurs sponsored by JKEDI 
from different parts of Kashmir were felicitated 
on International Women’s day.

Principal Government Women’s College, MA 
Road Srinagar, besides staff members and stu-
dents were also present on the occasion.

The awardees are Anam Siraj, a fashion de-
signer and owner of Closet Cloud; Tamana 
Imran, proprietor of Dress Code; Sumaira 
Durrani, owner of a beauty salon and Farhana 
Zargar, proprietor of Ocean Holidays. All the 
awardees said that the mantra to success was 
hard work, dedication, passion and the will to 
succeed. They advised the young generation 
to follow their dreams with single-minded 
devotion and not lose focus halfway through. 
In total, the government felicitated 23 women 
achievers on this occasion, the official spokes-
person said.

HC Notice To
by former Chief Minister and PDP President, 
Mehbooba Mufti, regarding issuance of pass-
port allegedly denied to her for want for police 
verification.

While issuing the notice to MEA, Regional 
Passport Officer and Additional Director 
General Police among others, a bench of 
Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey made it clear 
the pendency of plea “shall not form any im-
pediment for the police agency to expedite the 
verification.”

In her plea, Mehbooba Mufti submits that 
the passport issued to her was valid till 31st 
May 2019.

Subsequently, she applied for issuance of a 
passport before the Regional Passport Officer 
on 11 December last year.

Former Advocate General and senior lawyer 
Jahangir Iqbal Ganai, representing her, submit-
ted that as per circular instructions issued by 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, the passport of an individual is to be is-
sued within 30 days.

However, he said, in the instant case, despite 
the lapse of three months, passport has not 
been issued to Mehbooba.

The senior counsel further submitted that 
Mehbooba while availing the tracking facility 
on the Passport Officer’s website, came to know 
about the status of the passport as “pending for 
physical verification at respective Thana under 
SP office, District Srinagar.”

He submitted that Mehbooba approached 
the Senior Superintendent of Police on 
February 13 this year with the request to for-
ward the police report to the passport office 
but till date, there is no change in the status of 
the passport on the portal of the passport office 
. Therefore, he said, Mehbooba had no option 
but to approach the Court for relief.

She has also sought directions declaring the 
action of officials concerned in not allowing 
her to travel abroad as illegal and unconstitu-
tional violating her fundamental right to travel 
abroad as guaranteed under Article 21 of the 
Constitution or India.

T.M. Shamsi, ASGI waived notice on behalf 
of MEA 1 and Passport Officer while B.A. Dar, 
Senior Additional Advocate General waived 
the notice on behalf of local government and 
police.

“It is made clear the pendency of writ peti-
tion shall not form any impediment for the 
police agency to expedite the verification,” the 
court said.

Meanwhile, the high court while hearing a 
plea by Mehbooba’s mother, issued notice to 
the concerned on the plea for passport to her 
as well.

Farooq’s Plea
money laundering. A bench of Justice Dhiraj 

Singh Thankur heard the plea and ordered its 
continuation next week after briefly hearing 
the parties.

Last week, Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey 
had recused from hearing the plea and had 
posted it for today before a separate bench.

The ED has alleged that Abdullah misused 
his position as president of the J&K Cricket 
Association (JKCA) from 2001-2011 and made 
appointments in the sports body so the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) sponsored 
funds could be laundered.

The former three-time Chief minister said 
the list of properties, valued around almost Rs 
12 crore, attached by the ED in Kashmir and in 
Jammu were unrelated to the alleged activity 
mentioned in the Final Report/FIR.

The 83-year-old parliamentarian has said his 
ancestral and family properties in Jammu and 
Kashmir have been illegally attached by ED de-
spite the fact that it had “no jurisdiction to do 
the same.”

 “The illegal, excessive and arbitrary 

attachment of properties has resulted in grave 
injustice to the Petitioner, and is a continu-
ing violation of his fundamental rights under 
Article 14 and Article 21 of the Constitution,” 
he says in the plea.

In 2012, he submitted that certain allega-
tions regarding the siphoning off of JKCA funds 
emerged.

 “As per the Final Report, these discrepancies 
were noticed by the then Treasurer, Manzoor 
Ahmed Wazir who brought it to the notice of 
the President (Farooq) who convened an im-
mediate meeting of the Office Bearers of JKCA 
and subsequently an FIR No. 27/2012 dated 
10.03.2012 under Sections 409, 406, 120B RPC 
was registered in PS Ram Munshi Bagh naming 
the erstwhile General Secretary and Treasurer 
namely Saleem Khan and Ahsan Ahmad Mirza 
as accused persons.”

He said along with initiating a police inves-
tigation regarding these allegations, Farooq 
submits that he constituted an In-House Probe 
Committee comprising of independent mem-
bers of the Working Committee. “This Probe 
Committee submitted its interim report on 
13.05.2012 and confirmed the embezzlement 
of funds by certain office bearers of the JKCA.”

He said ED’s 18 December 2020 action, at-
taching his properties, was illegal and arbitrary.

 “A bare perusal makes it amply clear that 
the ED has simply adopted the case of the CBI 
and the resulting Final Report filed against the 
Petitioner (Farooq). Barring the recording of a 
handful of statements under Section 50 PMLA, 
no independent inquiry has been conducted 
into the present case, rendering it inherently 
biased,” he said, adding, “Nowhere has the ED 
satisfactorily offered reasons to believe the 
(Farooq) is in possession of proceeds of crime, 
or that such proceeds are likely to be concealed, 
transferred or dealt with in any manner which 
may result in frustrating any proceedings un-
der the PMLA, as is required under Section 5 
PMLA. Admittedly, the properties attached 
have no relation to the present case.”

He said that all properties attached by the 
ED are either ancestral or acquired by him 
prior to the date of the alleged offences. “The 
allegations against (Farooq) pertain to the pe-
riod 2004 to 2009.The attached properties 
were acquired prior to the alleged commission 
of the offences, and hence were not involved 
in any alleged money-laundering or related 
criminal activity,” he said and sought direc-
tions to stay the proceedings pending before 
the Adjudicating Authority in relation to the 
“Original Complaint No. 1387 of 2021 during 
the pendency of the present petition.”

Bukhari Threatens
and slicing of erstwhile state of J&K into 

two UTs followed by Covid-19 outbreak, “we 
couldn’t pursue our manifesto the way it 
should have been.”

“Nevertheless, we did our best and didn’t sit 
in our homes. We didn’t either show hollow 
dreams to people of J&K and never promised 
something that is not achievable,” Bukhari said. 
He was flanked by party leaders Muhammad 
Ashraf Mir, SMC Mayor Junaid Matoo and oth-
ers. Asked why he is not demanding restora-
tion of special status, he said that he can’t make 
false promises as it was the Parliament of India 
that can restore special status to J&K.

“I would like to make it clear that August 5, 
2019 was the darkest day in the history of J&K 
that nobody will forget. We will strive hard for 
restoration of Statehood to J&K and if Delhi de-
lays it, we will not hesitate to hit the streets,” 
he said.

Bukhari highlighted the Apni Paty’s achieve-
ments in the past one year and stated that 
getting the job policy order where youth of 
J&K were entitled for only Class fourth jobs, 
reversed, was the party’s biggest achievement.

“There are other issues which we are pur-
suing like 15 years for becoming a domicile of 
J&K. We are also aware of the ploys as to how 
J&K Bank was weakened by stripping off its au-
tonomy. This institution is our backbone and 
we will continue to fight for restoration of its 
autonomy,” he said.

Demanding early Assembly polls, Bukhari 
said that if the Apni Party is voted to power, it 
will take historic steps, especially making 25 
years mandatory for becoming the domicile of 
the State.

“We ensured that land policy was amended 
and today, our 88 percent land is safe which 
is the outcome of our meeting with the Prime 
Minister Narendera Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah,” he said.

Bukhari lamented on the National 
Conference’s decision of staying away from 
Delimitation Exercise. “The biggest party could 
have participated in the process and put forth 
its point.  They choose otherwise and I at times 
believe, boycotting something is aimed at fa-
cilitating the bigger plans. Perhaps, Delhi’s plan 
was to be made successful by staying away,” he 
said, taking a jibe at NC.

Bukhari urged the DC to finish its job as 
soon as possible stating that the exercise was 
so simple and not complicated as being pro-
jected. Bukhari also took a dig at the J&K ad-
ministration for not being able to resolve the 

mutton crisis in Kashmir.
“How strange it is that even after four 

months of stalemate, the government is not 
able to resolve the mutton issue in the Valley. 
Mutton dealers should be taken into confi-
dence and the crisis must end sooner the bet-
ter,” he said.

Bukhari expressed serious concern over the 
frequent closure of Srinagar-Jammu highway 
stating that earlier the highway would remain 
closed for two days a month and open for 28 
days, but today reverse is the case.

“Is this being done deliberately? Is this also 
a ploy to keep the Kashmir valley cut-off? This 
needs to be inquired into. Why Mughal Road 
is not open for the entire year. When Ladakh 
highway is being re-opened in February and 
kept open for the remaining year and Mughal 
Road is kept closed,” he said

About the property tax, Bukhari said that 
Kashmiris have been given away things in the 
past seven decades and as far the property tax 
is concerned, the Government should give “us 
all the facilities, before demanding property 
tax.” Bukhari also lashed out at the bureaucrats 
for disturbing assets between the two Union 
Territories (UTs) without taking the stake-
holders on board. “What kind of mechanism 
is this that property is being distributed be-
tween brothers, but none of the two is aware,” 
Bukhari asked.

5 Bank ACs
competent authority, Sharma said.
The process involves proving such accounts 

to be proceeds of narcotics and the case is 
heard by Foreign Exchange Manipulation Act 
(SAFMA) which is the competent authority, he 
said.

The case, after full investigation, had gone 
to the SAFMA which had given orders to freeze 
the bank accounts, the SP said.

Investigating Officer Parvez Sajjad proved 
beyond reasonable doubts that all such money 
is the proceeds of narcotics and the competent 
authority confirmed the freezing orders of all 
the accounts, the SP added.

“We have arrested two big suppliers -- 
Salman Khan and Amit Saxena of Delhi and 
Jehangir of Kashmir,” he said.

While Salman and Amit were pumping phar-
maceutical drugs into Kashmir, Jehangir was 
supplying narcotics to rest of the India from 
Kashmir,” he said.

Tightening the noose against drug dealers in 
Jammu and Kashmir, it is the first time that five 
such bank accounts have been frozen by the 
ANTF, which were directly linked with the drug 
cartels of Kashmir, he said.

This cartel had been running an illicit trade 
by supplying hashish from Kashmir valley to 
other parts of the country and also supply-
ing and distributing psychotropic drugs in the 
union territory, he added.

The ANTF is investigating all aspects of mon-
ey transactions, including hawala, which can-
not be ruled out at this stage, he said.

J&K Reports One
the total toll to 1963— 177 in Jammu and 694 

in Kashmir, officials said.
About the new cases of infection, officials 

said, 59 were reported from Kashmir Valley 
while 11 from Jammu thus taking the total case 
tally to 124280.

Giving district wise details, they said, 
Srinagar reported 33 cases, Baramulla 6, 
Budgam 5, Pulwama 7, Kupwara 1, Anantnag 4, 
Bandipora 1, Ganderbal 2 and Jammu 11.

Moreover, they said, 90 more patients have 
recovered and were discharged from vari-
ous hospitals—14 from Jammu and 76 from 
Kashmir division.

Soldier ‘Commits
immediately know as to why the soldier took 

the extreme step,” the official said, adding “The 
soldier’s death did not occur due to any cease-
fire violation,”

Misfire Injures
Pantha Chowk in Srinagar, Ahmad was taken 

to government medical college (GMC) Jammu 
for treatment. His condition is stable, reports 
said.

Meanwhile, police have started further in-
vestigations in this regard.

20 Shops Gutted
The official said that fire and emergency ser-

vices were deputed to the spot to douse off the 
flames but before the fire was put off, several 
shops were damaged.

He said that the first floor of the complex 
suffered extensive damage while the ground 
floor suffered partial damages.

Cattle Thief
all the available means, he said, six cows and 

2 calves were recovered from the cowshed of 
accused Mashooq Ahmed Khanday of Tazipora 
Kulgam.

“He has been arrested and shifted to a police 
station where he remains in custody.  Further 
investigation in the case is going on and more 
arrests/recoveries are expected,” he added.

Strongly Repudiate Any Unsubstantiated 
Allegations: Iran On Blast Near Israeli Embassy
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Weeks after a blast 
near the Israeli Embassy here, 
Iran on Monday termed as "un-
substantiated" the allegations 
of its involvement in the terror 
attack and called such charges 
steps towards realising the "sin-
ister intentions" of the enemies 
of Iran-India ties.

The assertion by the Iranian 
Embassy here came after a me-
dia report claimed that there was 
Iranian hand in the terror plot 
but that the bomb was planted 
by a local Indian Shia module.

Referring to the "suspicious 
blast" in New Delhi on January 
29, the Iranian Embassy, in a 
statement, said it "deliberately 
led to an unfair onslaught and 
unsubstantiated defamatory ac-
cusations against Iran".

The embassy strongly con-
demned any act which ensues 
intimidation and fear, disruption 
of order and security, and jeop-
ardising the lives and property 
of innocent people.

"While respecting the govern-
ment and authorities of India in 
their endeavour to thoroughly 
investigate and probe into the 

above mentioned incident in or-
der to identify the orchestrators 
of such actions and to bring them 
to justice, this embassy strongly 
repudiates any unsubstantiated 
allegations or irresponsible com-
ments in this regard and consid-
ers them as steps towards realis-
ing the sinister intentions of the 
enemies of Iran-India relations," 
the statement said.

The embassy said Iranian au-
thorities have always expressed 
their readiness to cooperate with 
the Indian friends in order to un-
ravel "the wicked intentions of 
the spoilers of bilateral relations".

"In the current juncture in 
which the long-standing and cor-
dial relations between Iran and 
India is further being boosted 
and developed in all domains, in-
cluding in the form of exchange 
of the two countries' high rank-
ings political, economic, secu-
rity and defense delegations, this 
question deems serious attention 
whether the said suspicious blast 
has any benefit for bilateral rela-
tions or who would indeed gain 
from this action?" it said.

Is the presumption that this 
act must have been conducted 
by third parties who are angry 

and dissatisfied with the prog-
ress in relations between the 
governments of Iran and India, 
the Iranian embassy asked.

"The culture, civilization, his-
tory and also the national and re-
ligious beliefs of the government 
and people of Iran would never 
allow conduct of any actions 
which are inhumane, terrorist, 
barbaric and in contravention 
with human and divine values 
and which are done in order to 
cause fear and destruction to 
the lives of innocent people and 
even animals and plants," the 
statement said.

NIA Takes Over Case Of Explosives-
Laden Vehicle Found Near Ambani 
Home, Uddhav Says Fishy'
Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The NIA has taken 
over the case of a vehicle laden 
with explosives being found 
near industrialist Mukesh 
Ambani's residence in Mumbai, 
officials said on Monday, a move 
that Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray said showed 
something was fishy .

A spokesperson of the 
National Investigation Agency 
said in a brief statement that 
the anti-terror agency had 
taken over the probe following 
orders from the Union Home 
Ministry and was in the process 
of re-registering the case being 

investigated by the Maharashtra 
Anti-Terrorism Squad and Crime 
Branch. Besides the recovery 
of the vehicle, the Central anti-
terror agency will also probe the 
mysterious death of Mansukh 
Hiren, the owner of the stolen 
vehicle.

A Scorpio, with 20 gelatin 
sticks inside, was found near 
Antilia, Ambani's high-rise 
residence in south Mumbai, 
on February 25. Police said the 
vehicle was stolen from Airoli-
Mulund Bridge on February 18.

The mystery deepened af-
ter Hiren's body was found in 
Thane district neighbouring 
Mumbai.
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Real Kashmir Captain 
Mason Robertson Appeals 
To AIFF To Revoke Ban
Press Trust of India

KOLKATA: Real Kashmir FC (RKFC) 
captain Mason Robertson on Mon-
day appealed to the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) for an imme-
diate revocation of his four-match 
ban and fine of Rs 2 lakh imposed 
on him on charges of abusing the 
referee in an I-League match.

Mason, along with his father 
David Robertson, who is the head 
coach of the club, were on Saturday 
suspended for four matches and 
fined Rs 2 lakh each for abusing the 
referee in “filthy vulgar languages” 
during their I-League game against 
Indian Arrows at Mohun Bagan 
ground here on February 4.

The four-match ban would mean 
that Mason, who doubles up as 
striker and defender, will miss RK-
FC’s remaining four play-off games.

In a five-page appeal to the Ap-
pellate Committee of the AIFF, Ma-
son said he had used that “abusive” 
comment as a “figure of speech and 
was not directed to any individual”.

Aggrieved by the decision of 
the AIFF Disciplinary Committee, 
he said the comment was “mis-
conceived, contrary to law and 

cannot be sustained” and hence 
should be “revoked immediately”.

Detailing out the grounds of his 
appeal, he said: “Communication 
between the appellant, being the 
captain of the team and his coach 
could not have been subject mat-
ter of disciplinary proceedings as 
the same was not addressed to the 
match referee or match officials.”

Mason also said that the out-
burst was a result of the huge 
mental pressure they are suffer-
ing from because of the bio-bub-
ble restrictions and pointed out 
that he “does not have any track 
record of indiscipline throughout 
his footballing career.”

“The comments made by the ap-
pellant to the coach was a figure of 
speech which is usually a way the 
people of Scotland speak in order 
to vent their frustration,” it stated.

“The allegations made against 
the appellant in the show-cause 
notice does not tantamount to 
misconduct under the Disciplin-
ary Code of AIFF.

“The decision has not taken 
into consideration the relevant 
factors and have decided the is-
sue on irrelevant factors, thereby 

coming to a perverse conclusion…
“The punishment imposed by 

the Disciplinary Committee is 
disproportionate to the charges 
levelled against the appellant. De-
cision of the Disciplinary Commit-
tee otherwise bad in law and can-
not be sustained. Considering the 
present situation, the punishment 
imposed against the appellant 
should be revoked immediately.”

He has sought an instant stay on 
the order so as to enable him to play 
the next few matches for RKFC.

The Snow Leopards, who are 
the first club from Kashmir to 
compete in any first division 
football league in the country, 
are placed third and yet to open 
the account in the Championship 
standings, having lost to Churchill 
Brothers 1-2 on March 5.

They next face Championship 
leaders TRAU FC here on March 10.

RKFC had finished third behind 
Churchill Brothers and Punjab FC 
in the first phase.

Meanwhile, RKFC fans in Sri-
nagar have expressed their soli-
darity and carried out a demon-
stration, urging the AIFF to revoke 
Mason’s ban.

Fans Of Real Kashmir Gather In Srinagar, 
Demonstrate Against Banning Of Coach And Captain
Press Trust of India

SRINAGAR: Fans of Real Kashmir 
Football Club, which has gained a 
lot of popularity in Kashmir val-
ley, have expressed their disap-
pointment over a decision of the 
All India Football Federation's 
disciplinary committee to ban 
club coach David Robertson and 
his son for four matches.

The fans gathered outside the 
headquarters of the club here in 
solidarity with the team which is 
playing I-League in Kolkata and 
stands at number four in the table 
as of now.

Robertson and his son Mason 
Robertson, who plays as a centre 
back, were on Saturday suspend-
ed for four matches and fined Rs 
2 lakh each for allegedly abusing 
the referee in their I-League game 

against Indian Arrows on March 4.
Kaisar Ahmad, a supporter of 

Real Kashmir, said this was a harsh 
decision taken by the committee.

"Real Kashmir is the top most 
club in Kashmir. It emerged one 
among top clubs within a few 
years. This decision has left us to-
tally disappointed. It was because 
of Real Kashmir that so many 
children are playing football 
these days in Kashmir. It is shock-
ing that such a decision has been 
taken by AIFFDC," he added.

Wearing an RKFC uniform, 
Adnan Ahmad said it is surpris-
ing that the club has four more 
matches to be played in the ongo-
ing I-League. "Banning the head 
coach and captain is a very un-
fortunate decision. AIFFDC should 
reconsider this decision for the 
fans of Real Kashmir," he said.

The Real Kashmir management 
said they have already appealed 
for revocation of the ban. "We 
hope AIFFDC would reconsider it 
for larger interests of the same," 
the RK management said.

"The Committee imposed sanc-
tions of suspension of four match-
es upon Mr David Robertson, the 
coach of 'Real Kashmir FC' and his 
son Mr Mason Robertson (jersey 
No 3) of 'Real Kashmir FC'...," the 
Committee said in its judgment.

"... both of them are also to pay 
a fine of Rs 2 lakh each to be paid 
forthwith and until such payment 
in full, both to remain barred as 
per Article 21 of the Code, notwith-
standing four-match suspensions."

The AIFF disciplinary commit-
tee consists of chairman Ushanath 
Banerjee, Haresh Vora, Madhav 
Milan Ghosh and Adithya Reddy.

Senior Pakistan Cricket Board 
Official Tests Positive For 
COVID-19, PCB Seals Offices
Press Trust of India

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board on Monday decided to 
close down offices at its head-
quarters in Lahore after a senior 
official tested positive for CO-
VID-19.

The PCB decided to adopt a 
safety-first approach soon after 
the official tested positive and 
asked its employees to work 
from home.

The COVID-19 case comes just 
a few days after the PCB was 
forced to postpone the Pakistan 
Super League in Karachi after 
six cricketers and a support staff 
tested positive for the disease.

Since the postponement, the 
board has faced stringent criti-
cism about its handling of the 
bio-secure bubble and its imple-
mentation for the teams at the 
hotel and stadium here.

With many reports emerging 
of laxity shown by the medical 
personnel/officials in enforcing 
the bio-secure bubble, the PCB 
chairman, Ehsan Mani appointed 
an independent panel to probe 
as to what went wrong in the PSL 
bio-secure arrangements.

Their appointment came after 
the head of the PCB's medical 
and sports sciences department, 
Dr Sohail Saleem had submitted 
his resignation to the Chairman.

Mani is also due to hold a 
meeting with the seven franchise 
owners on Monday with plenty 
of fireworks expected as the 
franchises are demanding they 
be refunded their franchise fees 
if the future of the remaining PSL 
6 matches remains unsure.

To top it all, the PCB few days 
back had added a force de majure 

clause in their contracts with the 
franchises which basically will 
safeguard the board if the PSL 6 
can't be completed this year.

In the latest COVID-19 case to 
hit the PCB, a reliable source said 
the concerned official had not 
been in Karachi for the PSL but 
he had visited the training camp 
set up at the high performance 
centre in Lahore for Pakistan and 
bench players.

"The Lahore based players like 
Azhar Ali and Muhammad Ab-
bas were all going home after 
the training but now the board 
has suspended the camp and 
will announce fresh dates with 
all players now to undergo fresh 
COVID tests as the board has also 
launched contact tracing of the 
official," he said.

According to reports, major 
blunders were committed in 
enforcing the bio-secure bubble 
with the medical personnel not 
conducting the COVID-19 test 
immediately on Australian leg-
spinner Fawad Ahmed despite 
he reporting about stomach pain 
and other discomfort.

Also when some other cases 
came up the medical person-
nel still didn't carry out proper 
contact tracing and the PCB also 
didn't suspend the matches for a 
few days and went ahead with 
the schedule after just a one-
day suspension of the Islamabad 
United-Quetta Gladiators match.

Later it emerged that some 
other players, including Hasan 
Ali, had also tested positive after 
a birthday party was held at the 
hotel for former Pakistan player 
and bowling coach, Azhar Mah-
mood by one of the franchises 
which was attended by players.

Selection Dilemma As 
India Begins T20 World Cup 
Preparations With Clash 
Against England

Press Trust of India

AHMEDABAD: The Indian team 
management faces a problem of 
plenty going into the five T20 In-
ternationals against England, an 
assignment which marks the be-
ginning of the side’s build-up to 
this year’s T20 World Cup at home.

There are 19 players available 
for selection and with two in 
contention for each slot, the XI 
for the five games, starting here 
on Friday, will be an indication 
to how head coach Ravi Shastri, 
captain Virat Kohli and bowling 
coach Bharat Arun are looking at 
the next six to seven months for 
the shortest format.

Will they look for a settled com-
bination to first clinch the series 
and then experiment or will they 
field absolute rookies in the squad 
looking at the bigger picture?

For a team that’s so closely 
followed, the result does matter 
and that’s why one can expect a 
settled first eleven for the first 
three games since all matches 
are at the same venue on similar 
kind of tracks.

The roaring comeback of 
Rishabh Pant will lead to a lot of 
interesting developments at the 
top of the order.

Pant’s inclusion means that KL 
Rahul, who till a few months back 
was the first choice keeper-open-
er, is unlikely to don the big gloves.

Shikhar Dhawan and Rohit 
Sharma were a settled white 
ball opening pair till recently but 
Rahul’s emergence as a potent 
white ball specialist has spiced 
up the competition.

Dhawan recently had a score 
of 150 odd in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy for Delhi and when it 
comes to Rohit, there’s nothing 
to be discussed.

So where does the team man-
agement fit in Rahul, who has 
been a successful IPL opener? 
Will he be slotted in the middle-
order as Dhawan’s game is not 
suited to batting lower down?

These are two pertinent ques-
tions and in the answer, will be a 
follow-up question.

With skipper Kohli him-
self coming in at No 3 and two 
game-changers like Pant and all-
rounder Hardik Pandya expected 
to play the big shots at Nos 5 and 

6, where does it ideally leave Ra-
hul?

The only place he can be slot-
ted is No 4 but Shreyas Iyer and 
Suryakumar Yadav are also jos-
tling for a place.

If one closely follows the pat-
tern of picking the playing XI, 
Surya, a sentimental favourite, 
will have to wait for his turn as 
Shreyas has done nothing wrong.

But when it comes to a three-
way battle between Rahul, 
Shreyas and Surya, the Karnataka 
man beats the two Mumbai boys 
hollow with his repertoire of 
strokes and ability to shift gears.

Similarly, in the pace depart-
ment, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, once 
upon a time India’s best white ball 
exponent, is coming back after a 
long lay-off and will be engaged 
in a two-way fight with Deepak 
Chahar and Shardul Thakur.

For Bhuvneshwar, his experi-
ence and being a better bowler 
at the death compared to Chahar 
holds him in good stead but he 
hasn’t played a lot of cricket save 
a few Mushtaq Ali games.

Ditto for Chahar, a potent out-
swing bowler but more of a one-
trick pony with lack of variations 
during the back-10.

Shardul is a crafty bowler who 
can swing it at brisk pace and 
among the three can use the long 
handle to the best effect.

Yuzvendra Chahal, Washing-
ton Sundar and Axar Patel are 
the three spinners expected to 
feature in the playing XI on the 
sluggish Motera tracks.

In another three-way fight, 
Thangarasu Natarajan, with his 
variation of yorkers, stands a bet-
ter chance to start off compared 
to Navdeep Saini.

Two players, who will only get 
a look-in if someone is injured or 
forcefully rested are Ishan Kishan 
and Rahul Tewatia as the two 
simply can’t be fitted anywhere.

In all, there are too many good 
players and very little space to fit 
all of them with three sure-shot 
picks—Mohammed Shami, Ra-
vindra Jadeja and Jasprit Bumrah 
already resting or recuperating 
from injury.

Once they comeback, it will 
be a bigger selection headache 
for the management but one that 
they won’t mind.

Shahid Afridi’s Daughter To 
Be Engaged To Pakistan Pacer 
Shaheen Shah Afridi

Press Trust of India

KARACHI: Former Pakistan cap-
tain Shahid Afridi confirmed via 
Twitter that his daughter is get-
ting engaged to current national 
team pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi.

Afridi said Shaheen’s fam-
ily had made a formal approach 
asking for his daughter’s hand in 
marriage.

"Shaheen's family approached 
my family for my daughter. Both 
families are in touch, matches 
are made in heaven, if Allah wills 
this match will be made too. My 
prayers are with Shaheen for his 
continued success on and off the 
field," tweeted Afridi.

"Both families have reached a 
decision and my daughter is go-
ing to be engaged to Shaheen," 
Afridi said, according to PTI.

He added that a formal engage-
ment will be announced soon.

Shaheen’s father Ayaz Khan 
also confirmed that he had 
sent the proposal to Afridi’s 
family for his son and it has 
been accepted.

“We are very happy and both 
families have been in discus-
sions for the last few months 
and hopefully now dates will be 
finalised soon,” he said.

Both Afridi and Shaheen re-
cently featured in the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) which had to 
be postponed earlier this week 
due to several COVID-19 cases.

Shaheen, a left-arm pacer, has 
emerged as an all-format crick-
eter, representing Pakistan in 
15 Tests, 21 ODIs and 22 T20Is 
picking up 48, 45 and 24 wickets 
respectively.

Man United Win 2-0 To End Man City’s 21-Games Unbeaten Run
Agencies

MANCHESTER: Success for Manches-
ter United these days is being the 
spoiler as Manchester City goes on to 
eventually claim the league titles.

City manager Pep Guardiola’s 
pursuit of a world-record winning 
streak ended after United won the 
derby 2-0 on Sunday.

A penalty won after 36 seconds 
when Gabriel Jesus tripped Antho-
ny Martial was converted by Bruno 
Fernandes, and Luke Shaw netted 
five minutes into the second half to 
end City’s 21-match winning run in 
all competitions.

“Scoring in the first minute is 
perfect,” Fernandes said after scor-
ing his 17th penalty in 13 months 
at United, “because City have to 
try a little bit more, we have more 
space to counter and the big threat 
we have is the counter.”

The complexion of the Premier 
League has drastically changed 
since City’s last defeat 106 days 
earlier at Tottenham left the team 
in 11th place — eight points behind 
the London club at the top.

After a club-record 28 matches 
unbeaten, losing now is more a 
matter of pride for City as well as 
missing out on catching the mark 
of 27 consecutive wins set by 
Welsh side The New Saints in 2016. 
City has not only climbed to the 
summit but built a lead that meant 

its second-placed neighbor only 
trimmed the gap to 11 points with 
victory at the Etihad Stadium.

“Today we lost and we will be 
the news, but the news is 21 victo-
ries in a row,” Guardiola said. “This 
result is going to help us a lot to 
understand how difficult it is. We 
knew it, but sometimes you have 
to not win one game to realize and 
the next one is important.”

With such a commanding lead 
and only 10 games remaining, Unit-
ed has probably only just delayed 

the moment City dethrones Liver-
pool as champion. Just like three 
years ago when Jose Mourinho’s 
derby win prevented City sealing 
the title that April day.

But it’s only two months since 
United harbored ambitions of its 
own of lifting the trophy — for the 
first time since 2013 — when it sat 
in first place. The title challenge 
has melted away for Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s side and United will 
likely be consigned to seeing City 
crowned champions for the fourth 

time since United’s name was last 
etched into the trophy.

“Of course they are too far ahead 
to think that we could catch them,” 
Solskjaer said. “Last year we caught 
15 points on Leicester (for fourth 
place) but these are a different 
proposition.”

But there is no longer a vast gulf 
when these two sides meet in the 
Premier League. United has won 
three of the last derbies and drawn 
the other.

It’s almost a year to the day since 

United also beat City 2-0 at Old 
Trafford, the last time they played 
in a full stadium or any fans were 
allowed into a Manchester stadium 
due to the pandemic.

The emptiness of the stadium 
allows the sounds from the field 
to sidelines to be heard like rarely 
before. City substitute Kyle Walker 
tried in vain to put off Fernandes — 
yelling “He’s saved it!” as the Unit-
ed midfielder stepped up to take 
the second-minute penalty. City 
goalkeeper Ederson didn’t manage 
to keep it out.

It was Fernandinho leap-
ing out of his seat shouting “For 
(expletive)’s sake!” after a foul by 
United captain Harry Maguire on 
Gabriel Jesus.

The City bench was getting ready 
to celebrate when Rodri struck 
from outside of the penalty area at 
the start of the second half, only for 
the ball to clip the crossbar.

And soon it was United celebrat-
ing again at the home of its fiercest 
rival. United goalkeeper Dean Hen-
derson threw the ball out to Shaw, 
who was gifted time and space to 
run into the penalty area. After a 
one-two with Marcus Rashford, 
the left back scored his first league 
goal since 2018, putting the ball 
through Rodri’s legs.

“When he goes forward on those 
runs he is unstoppable,” Solskjaer 
said. “He’s improving all the time.”

'I Was Down,' Roger 
Federer Reveals Hard Time 
Before 2nd Knee Surgery
Agencies

DOHA: Roger Federer never seri-
ously contemplated retirement 
while he was away from the ten-
nis tour for more than a year. He 
did have a hard time dealing with 
the need for a repeat operation on 
his bad right knee, though.

"I was down. Obviously I 
couldn't believe I had to do a 
second one," Federer said Sun-
day ahead of his appearance at 
the Qatar Open.

"This is definitely a moment 
where you maybe question a 
little bit more."

The 39-year-old Federer's 
first match since the 2020 Aus-
tralian Open will come Wednes-
day in Doha against Dan Evans 
or Jeremy Chardy.

Federer's first procedure on 
his right knee occurred in Febru-
ary 2020. That knee kept swell-
ing up after bike rides or walks 
with his four children; he an-
nounced in June that he had had 
a second surgery.

The 20-time Grand Slam cham-
pion will monitor how this come-
back goes over the next several 
months and then assess things.

"I know it's more on the rare 
side for almost a 40-year-old to 
come back after almost a year 
being out. And I was surprised 
how long it took. But I took a de-
cision quite early with the team 
that I wanted to take the time, 
no rush, to get back onto the 
tour," he said.

"Important is that I'm injury-
free, pain-free, and I can actually 
enjoy myself out there on tour. 

So we'll see how it goes now. I'm 
curious myself to find out."

What seemed clear from Fe-
derer's session with reporters on 
Sunday: Wimbledon is what mat-
ters the most to him at this point.

He has won a men's-record 
eight titles at the All England 
Club and came oh-so-close to 
a ninth in the 2019 final there, 
holding two championship 
points before eventually losing 
to Novak Djokovic in a fifth-set 
tiebreaker.

Wimbledon was cancelled 
last year for the first time since 
1945 because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

It is scheduled to be played 
June 28 to July 11.

"I know I need to go back to 
training after here again," said 
Federer, who pulled out of the 
Miami Open later this month.

"So from this standpoint, 
it's still a building up to being 
stronger, better, fitter, faster 
and all that stuff. I hope, then, 
by Wimbledon, I'm going to be 
100%, and from then on, then 
the season really starts for me. 
Everything until then, it's just 
'Let's see how it goes.'"

He is curious what travel 
and tournament life will be 
like during a pandemic "bubble 
life, quarantines all around, the 
whole mask situation" and, 
most of all, how his repaired 
knee handles competition.

"That's really the only con-
cern I have: Is the knee going 
to hold up? As of now, I'm not 
sure," Federer said.

"I did everything I possibly could."
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