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“Don’t go on discussing 
what a good person 

should be. Just be one.”
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LG Extends New Year 
Greetings
Jammu: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Thursday greeted 
the people of Jammu & Kashmir 
on the eve of New Year.

In his message, the LG said 
‘New Year brings us a chance to 
start over again and learn from 
our mistakes. With the lessons 
learned, we can work towards a 
better future for all’.

“We are devising new paths 
and new policies by following 
four Mantras for the ‘Present’ & 
a ‘New Future’- Peace, Progress, 
Prosperity, and People First,” he 
said.

It took Mushtaq Khan of 
Srinagar’s Hyderpora locality a 
grueling lockdown period to un-
derstand changed, and somewhat 
normalized, behaviour of his 
12-year-old son.

Enlightenment of sorts came 
when cops were enforcing another 
paralytic phase in Kashmir with 
cane and curbs. As he became cap-
tive in his own home, Khan saw 
his class 6th standard son grown 
aloof, anxious and anguished during 
family interactive and engagement 

sessions.

It set him thinking.
Much of this mind mapping was 

missing earlier, since Khan used to 
spend 12 hours on his fabric store, 
and would hardly interact with his 
son back home.

As he became heedful of the 
change, he firstly blamed the 
protracted indoor life and absence 
of company behind his son’s silent 
suffering.

“But I was mistaken,” Khan, shar-
ing his newfound fatherly concern, 
says. “As I understood it later, my 

son’s shifting behavior had to do 
with the absence of the larger famil-
ial support system.”

Back in 2009, the cloth merchant 
had decided to walk away from 

his ancestral joint family living 
in Downtown Srinagar’s Nawab 
Bazar area. He had come to reside 
in what was then the “fad and 
fashionable” Hyderpora locality of 
Srinagar—housing nouveau riche, 
including officials, business class, 
and ‘migrants’ from different parts 
of the valley.

But in that sprawling urban 
neighbourhood, his son mostly grew 
as a captive at home.

At times, Khan’s son would cry his 
heart out, alone, after being bullied 
at school. He had no shoulder to cry 
on, and no agency 

What Makes Kashmir’s ‘Nuclear’ Children Anguished?

  More On P8

Sehrish Manzoor

PaK Teen Detained 
In Poonch
Jammu:A teenager from Pakistan 
administered Kashmir (PaK) 
was apprehended by special 
operation group of Jammu and 
Kashmir police in Poonch district 
on Thursday.

14-year-old Ali Haider, son 
of Mohammad Sharief of 
Bandi-Abbasspur (PaK) was 
apprehended by SOG party-led by 
DySP operations Munish Sharma 
near Batar nallah in Poonch 
around 5:00pm Thursday, news 
agency GNS reported.

Whether he had inadvertently 
crossed could not be confirmed 
immediately, the report said.

HC Suspends 
Sub-Judge Uri
Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court on Thursday 
placed under suspension sub-
judge Uri pending enquiry.

“Consequent, upon the Full 
Court resolution dated 31.12.2020, 
a regular enquiry is initiated 
against. Imtiyaz Ahmed Lone, 
Sub-Judge Uri and pending 
such enquiry he is placed under 
suspension with immediate 
effect,” reads an order by 
Registrar General Jawad Ahmad.

The sub-judge has been 
attached with the office of 
the Registrar Judicial Srinagar 
wing of the High Court. “The 
officer shall be paid subsistence 
allowance as admissible under 

Man Charged For 
Duping Job Aspirant
Srinagar: The Crime Branch 
Kashmir on Thursday filed charge 
sheet against a resident of 
Bandipora for duping a person 
on the pretext of providing him 
a government job in the Forest 
Department.

The Challan in case (FIR No. 
30/2019) under section 420,468 
RPC was filed against the accused, 
Farooq Ahmad Bhat of Malangam 
Bandipora, before the Court of Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Bandipora, an 
official of the CBK said.

The case was filed consequent 
upon a complaint received by 
Crime Branch Kashmir, stating 
therein that the accused duped 
him of his money on the pretext 

Drug Peddler Held 
In Budgam: Police
Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
claimed to have arrested a 
notorious drug peddler and 
recovered contraband substance 
from his possession in central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district.

According to a police 
spokesperson, Abdul Rashid 
Rather of Nusrullapora was 
intercepted by police at a 
checkpoint established at Mirgund. 
During checking, he said, 90grams 
of charas, 43 tablets of banned 
drugs and 2 plastic syringes were 
recovered from his possession.

“He has been arrested and 
shifted to Police Station where he 
remains in custody. Accordingly, a 
case under FIR number 471/2020 
under relevant sections of law 
stands registered at Police Station 
Budgam and further investigation 
has been initiated,” the police 
spokesperson said.

Srinagar: Unidentified gun-
men on Thursday shot dead 
a jeweller in Saraibala area of 
this capital city, while a CRPF 
officer was injured in a mili-
tant attack in south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district, officials said.

Satpal Nischal, owner of 
Nischal Jewellers was shot 
at and critically injured by 
unknown gunmen inside his 
shop in the bustling Saraibala 
locality of the city on Thursday 
evening, officials said. The 
gunmen fled from the spot 
after leaving the jeweller in a 
pool of blood.

The jeweller, officials said, 
succumbed to his injuries on 
the way to Srinagar’s SMHS 
hospital.

Medical Superintendent, 
SMHS, Dr Nazir Choudhary 
told Kashmir Observer that 
the jeweller was brought dead 
to the hospital.

“He had already passed away. 
He had three bullet wounds in 
chest,” Choudhary added.

According to the reports, 
Satpal was currently putting up 
at Indira Nagar area of the city.

Soon after the attack, a large 
contingent of police and CRPF 
personnel reached Saraibala 
and launched search opera-
tion to nab the attackers.

Condemning the ‘cold 
blooded murder’ of Satpal, 
Apni Party president Syed 
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari said 
that the culprits involved in 
the gruesome killing should 
be booked and given a stern 
punishment as warranted un-
der law.

“Such inhuman and barbar-
ic incidents are abhorred and 
unacceptable to any civilized 
society in the world and the 
same should be condemned 
by one and all,” Bukari said in 
a statement issued here.

He also expressed solidar-
ity with the bereaved family 
and prayed for eternal peace 
to the departed soul and cour-
age to his family, relatives and 
friends to bear this irreparable 
loss. 

Meanwhile, minutes after 
Saraibala shootout, suspected 
militants attacked a C com-
pany of 89 battalion of the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) at Sangam in Anantnag 
district leaving an officer in-
jured, a police official said.

The official said sub-inspec-
tor Hardayal Yadav was in-
jured in the firing.

The government forces have 
cordoned off the area and 
launched a search operation 
to track down the militants, he 
added. (With PTI inputs)

Observer Monitoring Desk

Jeweller 
Shot Dead 
By Gunmen 
In Saraibala
  CRPF Officer Injured In Sangam Militant Attack

LoC Flares 
Up Again
Shells Rain On Houses, 
Mosque In Tangdhar 

Observer Monitoring Desk
 
Srinagar: Several houses and 
a mosque were damaged as 
India and Pakistani troops trad-
ed heavy gunfire and mortar 
shells along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in Tangdar sector of north 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district, of-
ficials said Thursday.

Pakistani troops opened fire 
and shelled mortars in unpro-
voked violations of a ceasefire 
agreement along the LoC in 
Kupwara district, they said.

In the Tangdhar sector of 
Kupwara, Pakistani troops spe-
cifically targeted mosques and 
houses in border villages, an 
Army official said in Srinagar.

“Pakistan initiated an unpro-
voked ceasefire violation along 
LoC in Tangdhar Sector, Kupwara 
by firing mortars and other weap-
ons yesterday evening,” the offi-
cial said.

According to a local news 
agency KNS, five houses belong-
ing to Altaf Ahmad Tanoli, Nazir 
Ahmad Tanoli, Zahir Ahmad 
Tanoli, Nisaar Ahmad Tanooli 
and Imtiyaz Ahmad Tanooli, all 
residents of Sadhpora were dam-
aged in the shelling. The report 
also claimed that a Mosque was 
also partially damaged in the LoC 
flare-up.

Meanwhile, the two armies 
also exchanged gunfire along the 
LoC in Rajouri district of Jammu 
division.

In the Nowshera sector of 
Rajouri, Pakistan Army personnel 
engaged in heavy firing and mor-
tar shelling on forward posts.

“At about 1515 hours today, 
Pakistan Army initiated unpro-
voked ceasefire violation by 
firing with small arms and in-
tense shelling with 

Srinagar Freezes At Minus 
5.9 Degree Celsius

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: The cold wave 
sweeping Kashmir intensified 
on Thursday as the mercury fell 
several notches to settle well 
below the freezing point across 
the valley, officials said here.

Srinagar city -- the summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir 
-- recorded a low of minus 5.9 
degrees Celsius, which was over 
three degrees below the previ-
ous night’s minus 2.2 degrees 
Celsius.

Gulmarg tourist destination 
in north Kashmir recorded 10.4 
degrees Celsius as against the 
previous night’s low of minus 11 
degrees Celsius, the officials said.

They said Gulmarg was 

the coldest recorded place in 
the valley. Pahalgam, which 
serves as the base camp for an-
nual Amarnath yatra in south 
Kashmir, recorded a low of mi-
nus 9.6 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund the gateway town 
to the valley recorded the mini-
mum of minus 6.2 degrees 
Celsius, while Kupwara, in the 
north, registered a low of mi-
nus 5.8 degrees Celsius and 
Kokernag, in the south, minus 
7.8 degrees Celsius, the officials 
said.

Kashmir is currently under 
the grip of ‘Chillai-Kalan’ -- the 
40-day harshest winter period 
when a cold wave grips the re-
gion and the temperature drops 
considerably leading to the freez-
ing of water bodies including the 
famous Dal Lake here as well as 
the water supply lines in several 
parts of the valley.

Leh Highway 
Closed For Winter
Srinagar: The 434-km stra-
tegic Srinagar-Leh highway, 
connecting Ladakh region with 
Kashmir, has been officially 
closed from Friday for winter 
months to avoid any accident 
following slippery road con-
ditions due to the freezing 
temperature.

“We have closed the high-
way from today as per orders by 
the Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir,” police sources said 
Thursday.

They said the road has 
become very slippery par-
ticularly at Zojila, Meenmarg, 
Zero-Point, India Gate and 
other places, where mercury 
remains below minus during 
the night and sub 

Kashmir Reels Under Intense Cold

Will Investigate 
Families’ Claim: DGP

Lawaypora Encounter

Jammu: There is no reason to 
dispute the version of an army 
commander that the three “mil-
itants” killed in an encounter in 
Srinagar’s outskirts had plans to 
carry out a “big strike”, J-K DGP 
Dilbag Singh said on Thursday, 
following claims by families 
that the slain youths were not 
involved in militancy.

The Jammu and Kashmir di-

rector general of police (DGP) 
also said that if there is any 
truth in the statement of the 
parents of the slain militants, 
police will act accordingly. 
“My initial impression of this 
operation is that the operation 
has been conducted in the right 
manner,” Singh said.

General Officer Commanding 
(GoC) Kilo Force Major General 
H S Sahi, while addressing the 

media on Wednesday, had re-
portedly stated that the three 
militants had plans to carry out 
a “big strike” on the Srinagar-
Baramulla Highway and that 
they had turned down repeated 
surrender offers during the 
encounter.

Police had said that the en-
counter broke out between the 
militants and the army in the 
Lawaypora area 

Mehbooba Fires Fresh 
Salvo At BJP Govt
Says ED Used As Tool To Hound Political Opponents

Justice Mithal 
Is CJ J&K 

High Court
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Justice Pankaj Mithal 
has been made the Chief Justice of 
the common high court of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh Union 
Territories, relieving Acting Chief 
Justice Rajesh Bindal who has been 
transferred to Calcutta High Court.

According to an order by 
Ministry of Law and Justice, 
Justice Pankaj Mithal of the 
Allahabad High Court has been 
made the chief justice of the 
common high court of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh Union 
Territories. Acting Chief Justice 
of J&K High Court Justice Rajesh 
Bindal has also been transferred 
to Calcutta High Court.

“In exercise of the power con-
ferred by clause (1) of Article 222 
of the Constitution of India, the 
President, after consultation with 
the Chief Justice of India, is pleased 
to transfer Shri Justice Rajesh 
Bindal, Judge, Common High Court 
for the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Union Territory 
of Ladakh, as a Judge of the Calcutta 
High Court,” reads the order

Justice Bindal has been direct-
ed to assume charge of his office 
in the Calcutta High Court. (With 
agencies inputs)

3 More Corona 
Deaths, 227 

Cases In J&K
Observer Monitoring Desk

Srinagar: At least three more 
people succumbed to coronavirus 
infection in Jammu and Kashmir 
on Thursday, while 227 fresh cases 
of virus, including ten security per-
sonnel were reported in the Union 
Territory during the last 24 hours.

Among the victims, one was 
from Kashmir Valley—a 70-year-
old man from Lal Bazaar Srinagar 
while two others were from 
Jammu division—one each from 
Doda and Kathua districts respec-
tively, officials said. 

With these deaths, the total fa-
tality count reached 

Govt Panel To Prepare Roadmap 
To End Adhoc Promotions  

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Alleging that the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
is summoning people who are 
known to her or her party, for-
mer J&K chief minister and PDP 
president Mehbooba Mufti on 
Thursday said that she is ready 
to face any agency provided 
the process is legitimate.

Mehbooba in a letter to 
the Director of Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) said that ‘the 
use of the ED against political 
opponents is not an unknown 
device for a party in the power 

at the centre’. The letter comes 
a week after the PDP president 
accused BJP-led centre of ter-
rorizing her family and friends 
in the name of 

Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir government on 
Thursday formed a group of officers for proposing a 
roadmap for putting an end to the practice of mak-
ing ad hoc promotions in various Departments.

The group comprising administrative secretar-
ies of Finance, Public works, GAD, Jal Shakti, ARI 
&Training besides Law Justices and Parliamentary 
Affairs, has been also tasked with to examine the 

reasons behind the prevalent and continuing sys-
tem of making adhoc promotions in Government 
Departments.

It has also been asked to examine the issues 
and bottlenecks confronted by the Departments in 
making regular promotions as well as propose a 
way forward for stopping the practice.  

“It is further ordered that the group of officers 
shall be serviced by the General Administration 
Department and shall submit its 

‘225 Militants Killed In J&K In 2020’
Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir has seen a decrease in militancy 
incidents, infiltration and civilian killings in 2020, while state 
forces carried out more than 100 “successful” counter-militancy 
operations killing 225 militants, Director General of Police Dilbag 
Singh said on Thursday.

They are being raised 
as some factory-line 
products, wherein 

thrust is given on their 
careers rather than 

their cultural values”
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Tourists rejoice after writing a colourful New Year message on snow in Gulmarg Valley on Thursday. 

KO photo: Abid Bhat
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LoC Flares ...
mortars along LoC in Nowshera 

sector in Rajouri district,” a defence 
spokesman said in Jammu. Indian 
Army personnel guarding the LoC re-
taliated befittingly to the unprovoked 
ceasefire violations, officials said.

Jammu and Kashmir recorded 5,100 
instances of ceasefire violations by 
Pakistan along the LoC in 2020 -- the 
highest in the past 18 years -- in which 
36 people were killed and over 130 
were injured, official sources said. 
Twenty-four security personnel were 
among the 36 killed.

Security forces officials said that 
shelling and firing by Pakistani troops 
was “very heavy” in 2020, virtually 
making the 2003 India-Pakistan border 
truce “redundant”.

“Pakistani troops repeatedly tar-
geted forwards posts and villages 
along the Line of Control (LoC) and the 
International Border (IB) to create a fear 
psychosis among the people and destabi-
lise the peace along the borderline,” a se-
nior police officer said. (With PTI inputs)

Mehbooba Fires ...
investigation and asked the saffron 

party to fight with her politically and 
not through NIA, CBI and ED.

The former chief minister said that 
this letter is to put the ED on notice 
that if it intends to question her or ex-
amine her electronic or digital devices 
or those of the members of my fami-
ly, it shall only do it in the presence of 
Ms Mehbooba or her representative 
and under the supervision of an im-
partial/judicial authority. “If there is 
any breach of what I consider to be the 
norms of law, good conduct and consti-
tutionalism, I shall not hesitate to take 
matter up legally and politically,” she 
added.

Mehbooba said it has come to her 
notice that the ED is summoning var-
ious persons from Kashmir, possibly in 
connection with ECIR/16/HIV/2020.

“The only common thread connect-
ing three persons appears to be that 
they are all acquainting with me, my 
family or my political party in one or 
another way. The questioning of these 
persons is also focused on myself, my 
personal, political and financial affairs; 
my later father’s grave and memorial, 
my sister’s finances, home construc-
tion, my brother’s finances and person-
al affairs etc,” she wrote.

“Not very long ago, a key person of 
the PDP, who has now been returned 
successful by the people of Kashmir in 
the DDC elections, Waheed Parra, was 
arrested by the NIA in what appears to 
be a non-existent case around the dates 
of the elections. On the eve of the re-
sults, several of my relatives and party 
leaders were kept unlawful detention 
by the J&K administration,” she added.

The PDP president said the use of the 
ED against political opponents is not 
an unknown device for a party in the 
power at the centre. “I wish to notify 
you that as a responsible citizen and 
politician, a former chief minister and 
Members of Parliament, and daughter 
of one of the most illustrious public 
personalities in this country, I am ready 
and willing to face any questioning by 
any agency. But, I will insist upon the 
legitimacy of the process,” she said.

“I have understood that mobile 
phones and personal digital devices 
of some of the persons summoned in 
connection with the aforesaid ECIR has 
been seized by or at the behest of ED, 
or by intelligence agencies coincidental 
with the summons issued by the ED,” 
Mehbooba further said.

“I draw you attention therefore to 
section 21(2) of the PMLA, 2002 and 
also notify you of the constitutional 
right to privacy, the right to democratic 
politics and indeed the right to due pro-
cess. This is further to put you on notice 
that if you intend to question me or ex-
amine my electronic or digital devices 
or those of the members of my family, 
you shall only do it in the presence of 
myself or my representative and under 
the supervision of an impartial/judicial 
authority. If there is any breach of what 
I consider to be the norms of law, good 
conduct and constitutionalism, I shall 
not hesitate to take matter up legally 
and politically,” she added. (Agencies)

Leh Highway ...
zero during the day. The mercury 

would witness further drop during the 
coming winter days.

The Srinagar-Leh highway has been 
closed for winter months, DSP Traffic 
Rural Ganderbal, Faheem Ali told news 
agency KNT.

Divisional Commissioner P.K. Pole 
also confirmed closure of the strategic 
highway for winters following slippery 
road conditions.

”We have withdrawn all our person-
nel deployed on the highway between 
Sonamarg and Drass, on the other side of 
the Zojila pass to regulate traffic,” he said.

Pertinently, Beacon on the inter-
vening night of December 31, rescued 
300 passengers and 106 vehicles, stuck 
at Zojila Pass due to the slippery road 
conditions.

The official said that traffic police 
and local administration on both sides 
of the Zojila had made all efforts to 
clear vehicles to their respective des-
tinations before its closure. The stra-
tegic highway remains closed from 
about four to five months every year. 
Meanwhile, metrological department 
has predicted moderate to heavy 
snowfall from Monday.

Authorities across the Kashmir val-
ley have geared up all resources to 

meet any challenge following the pre-
diction of moderate to heavy rain and 
snow in Kashmir.

Intense Cold Wave ...
The chances of snowfall are most 

frequent and maximum during this pe-
riod and most areas, especially in the 
higher reaches, receive heavy snowfall, 
the officials said.

While ‘Chillai-Kalan’, which began 
on December 21, will end on January 31, 
the cold wave continues even after that 
in Kashmir with a 20-day-long ‘Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a 10-day-long 
‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold). (PTI)

Will Investigate ....
on Tuesday evening and ended on 

Wednesday. While one militant was 
killed in the early hours of Wednesday, 
two others were shot dead a few hours 
later, they had said.

“The GoC is a senior officer. I have 
no reason to dispute what he has said 
(about the encounter),” Singh told 
reporters.

The DGP was replying to a question 
about the “big strike” statement of the 
army officer in the backdrop of the po-
lice saying that the slain militants were 
not on the “militant list”.

Singh also said, “It is not important 
that every militant is listed with the 
police. It is after a chain of process, he 
is listed.”

On Wednesday, a police spokesman 
had said that though the three killed 
militants “were not mentioned in our 
list of militants, yet two of them were 
hardcore associates of militants (over-
ground workers)” and had added that 
of the two, one was a relative of top 
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Rayees 
Kachroo, who was killed in 2017.

He had also said that it is suspected 
that the third might have joined mili-
tant ranks very recently.

However, family members from 
south Kashmir’s Pulwama and Shopian 
districts, during a protest in Srinagar 
on Wednesday had claimed that the 
slain youths had no connection with 
militancy and that two of them were 
students.

The slain youths were Athar Mushtaq 
and Aijaz Maqbool, both students, and 
Zubair Ahmad was a carpenter, said the 
families.

On the families’ claims, DGP Singh 
said that “about yesterday’s operation, 
what you have referred to... parents 
don’t know about the whereabouts of 
their children. The families of two slain 
youths claimed that their children had 
gone to submit forms at a university. I 
want to ask them what were their chil-
dren were doing at the encounter site if 
they had gone to submit forms.”

“We will look into the statements of 
the parents. If there is any truth in it, 
we will act accordingly. My initial im-
pression of this operation is that the 
operation has been conducted in the 
right manner,” he said.

The youths’ families had staged 
the protest outside the Police Control 
Room (PCR) in Srinagar, stating that 
their “wards were not militants but 
students.” PTI

3 More Corona ...
697 in the Jammu region. So far 1186 

have died in the Valley.
Srinagar district with 450deaths 

tops the list followed by Jammu 
(355), Baramulla (171), Budgam (108), 
Kupwara (91), Pulwama (88), Anantnag 
(83), Doda (64), Bandipora (60), 
Udhampur (57), Kulgam (53), Rajouri 
(54), Kathua (49), Ganderbal (43), 
Shopian (38), Samba (38), Poonch (23), 
Ramban (21), Kishtwar(21), and Reasi.

Meanwhile, 227 fresh Covid-19 cas-
es, including ten security forces per-
sonnel and two minors were detected 
in J&K in the last 24 hours, officials said.

They said among fresh infections, 
95 from Jammu Division and 132 from 
Kashmir Valley, taking the overall case 
count to 120971.

Giving district wise details, the of-
ficials said that Srinagar reported 51, 
Baramulla 16, Budgam 11, Kupwara 12, 
Pulwama 19, Anantnag 10, Bandipora 
2, Ganderbal 7, Kulgam 4, Jammu 70, 
Udhampur 3, Rajouri 5, Doda 1, Kathua 
10, Kishtwar 1, Samba 3, Poonch 1 and 
Ramban 1 new case of coronavirus.

Moreover, they said, 249 more pa-
tients have recovered and were dis-
charged from various hospitals 123 
from Jammu Division and 126 from 
Kashmir. (With GNS inputs)

Govt Panel to ...
report within a period of four 

weeks,” reads the order.
The government orders follow rep-

rimand by the high court earlier this 
year, saying that adhocism is resorted 
to despite depreciated by the Supreme 
Court way back in 2000.

“What is seen in the then State 
of J&K and now the Union Territory 
of J&K is that the judgment of the 
Supreme Court is being complied 
with less and violated more, as prac-
tically in all the departments, pro-
motions are being made on incharge 
basis,” the court had said, adding, 
“This practice is prevalent more in 
Engineering Department. The reasons 
therefore are not unknown.”

 How an employee, who is sub-
stantively working on the lowest 
post, can be given the charge of 
a highest post in the department 
without there being regular promo-
tions, the court had questioned. “No 
one knows their seniority position. 

It is the local adjustment made 
claiming that he is senior most 
available and there being a vacancy, 
he should be given charge of that,” 
the court had said, stressing that 
these employees continue working 
on that post for years together and 
whenever any transfer is sought to 
be made, they approach the court 
and persuade to grant interim relief 
and as a result of that, continue on 
the same position for years together.

“This course adopted by the different 
departments is generating avoidable 
litigation as many of the employees 
approach the court raising the plea 
that they are senior to the person who 
has been given charge of some higher 
post,” the court said, adding, “Not only 
this such a course also demoralizes 
other employees in the department. 
This is resulting in adhocism in the 
working of different departments of 
the government.” The court had said 
that the Supreme Court in 2000 or-
dered the constitution of a High Level 
Committee to be appointed to examine 
the entire issue. (GNS)

‘225 Militants ...
Addressing the annual press confer-
ence of Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
Singh said, “We undertook over 100 
successful operations in J&K. Ninety 
operations took place in Kashmir and 
13 in Jammu. As many as 225 militants 
were killed -- 207 in Kashmir and 18 in 
Jammu division.”

He said that among the slain mil-
itants, 47 were top commanders be-
longing to various outfits. “Today, all 
top commanders of various outfits 
have been eliminated,” he added.

The DGP said 16 Jammu and Kashmir 
Police personnel -- 15 in Kashmir and 
one in Jammu -- and 44 security per-
sonnel -- 42 in Kashmir and two in 
Jammu -- were killed while fighting 
militancy this year.

Singh said that police and security 
agencies have cracked down on over-
ground workers (OGWs) of militant 
outfits, who throw grenades or work as 
messengers and couriers.

“As many as 635 OGWs were arrest-
ed and 56 out of them were booked un-
der the Public Safety Act (PSA),” he said.

During the year, 299 militants and 
their associates were arrested and 12 
militants surrendered, he said.

The police chief said that 426 weap-
ons, over 9,000 ammunition and mag-
azines, and a huge cache of explosive 
material were recovered and seized 
during anti-militancy operations.

There has been a decrease in the 
number of civilian killings this year. 
“As many as 38 civilians were killed 
this year as compared to 44 last year,” 
Singh said.

He, however, said that there has been 
a slight increase in militant recruitment 
this year as compared to last year. “But 
70 per cent of them have either been 
eliminated or have left militant outfits 
and returned. As many as 46 militants 
have been arrested and 76 have been 
killed (among new recruits). Their shelf 
life is very less,” the DGP said.

He said that there is a large scale de-
crease in the level of infiltrations this 
year. Due to the strong anti-infiltration 
grid, the infiltration is down, he said.

Singh said that Pakistan is trying 
to increase the arch of militancy to 
Jammu region and foment communal 
trouble here.

“There were a dozen militants ac-
tive in the Jammu region, the number 
has reduced to three now. They are 
in Kishtwar district, we are tracking 
them,” Singh said.

The police chief further said that de-
spite several attempts by Pakistan, cas-
es of infiltration this year is the lowest 
in the last three-four years.

“So, they (Pakistan) had to rely on 
local recruits and they tried to supply 
weapons, explosive materials and cash 
to them through drones, most of these 
were foiled,” he said.

“The best thing is that the trend of 
local youths joining militant groups is 
constantly decreasing,” he added.

LG Extends New ...
“Let us all resolve to work collec-

tively for creating a brighter tomorrow 
and be the pioneers of change. I hope 
and believe that with the dawn of New 
Year, Jammu and Kashmir would usher 
in a new era of progress and equitable 
development,” he added.

He prayed for sustained peace, good 
health, progress, and prosperity to all 
in the coming year.

PaK Teen ...
Quoting an unnamed official, the re-

port said that the boy was presently in 
the custody of SOG Poonch and investi-
gation was going on.

SSP Poonch Ramesh Angral con-
firmed that the boy has been appre-
hended. He said further investigations 
are underway.

HC Suspends ...
rules,” the order added.
Meanwhile as per a separate order, 

Noor Mohammad Mir, Secretary DLSA 
Kupwara, has been transcended and 
posted as Sub Judge Uri. (GNS)

Man Charged For ...
of providing him a government job 

in the Forest Department.
“The accused had also provided the 

complainant with a fake recruitment 
order,” the official added.

Kashmir Inc Urges Extension 
Of VAT Amnesty Scheme  
Srinagar: The Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (KCC&I) 
on Thursday urged Jammu and 
Kashmir government to extend VAT 
amnesty scheme for another one 
year citing the situation caused by 
coronavirus pandemic.

In a statement issued here on 
Thursday, a KCC&I spokesperson said 
that the situation emerging after 
August, 2019 onwards has gone from 

bad to worse due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the economy is the 
worst hit due to the stress.

“KCC&I urges the Government to 
look the prevailing economic situation 
and with experts predicting a period 
of deep recession, we feel that our sug-
gestion is based on a practical apprais-
al and would also be in public interest,” 
he said. He said most of the dealers, traders 
and companies in Jammu & Kashmir were 

not in a position to file for GSTR-9 and GST-
9C returns for the financial year 2018-19,

“We request Government to in-
tervene for further extension of the 
above said filling returns. KCC&I  urg-
es Government to look into the mat-
ter of Fiscal Incentives to manufac-
turing Industry in Jammu & Kashmir 
to ensure uniform disbursal of the 
incentives and benefits,” the spokes-
person added.

Observer News Service 

Gulmarg: The ski resort Gulmarg 
remained abuzz amid sub-zero 
temperatures with a host of activ-
ities organised by Directorate of 
Tourism on New Year eve.

The Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang Kondbarao Pole, 
who was the chief guest on the occa-
sion, inaugurated the activities with 
night skiing at 6pm to begin the New 
Year celebrations.

Director Tourism Kashmir Mr. 
Nisar A Wani, CEO Gulmarg, Inam 
ul Haq, Joint Director Tabassum 
Kamili, Deputy Director Ideel Saleem,  
Assistant Director Gulmarg Javed ur 
Rehman and senior officers from the 
department and district administra-
tion besides the representatives from 
travel trade and hotel association 
bodies.

Scores of tourists from across the 
country who were already holidaying 
in Gulmarg turned up at the venue 
to enjoy the night skiing exhibition. 
The tourists along with the skiers 
and stakeholders also participated in 
other fun-filled activities including 
bonfire, fireworks etc, on the slopes 
which lasted till midnight.

Gulmarg also wore a festive look 
with the illumination of the golf club, 
ski shops and other venues where 
several functions were held to en-
tertain the tourists and other local 
visitors.

The main function was held at Golf 
Club where artists enthralled the au-
diences with their beautiful cultural, 
music and skit performances to bid 
adieu to the year 2020 and welcome 
the New Year 2021.

Renowned artists from the Valley 
including stand up comedians  Nazir 
Josh performed at the Club which 
captivated the attention of the 
audiences.

The department of tourism had 
also made elaborate arrangements 
for the exhibition of Kashmir’s famed 
arts and craft products, street food 
and cuisine at various stalls.

On the occasion, the Divisional 
Commissioner interacted with ski-
ers who were recently trained by the 
tourism department for the begin-
ners course.

The Divisional Commissioner also 
extended New Year greetings to the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and 
wished for happiness and prosperity 
for everyone.

In his New Year greetings message, 
Div Com hoped that the New Year will 
be a year of peace, harmony, progress.

He urged the people of the coun-
try to visit J&K with their friends and 
relatives to enjoy their holidays and 
hospitality and love of the Kashmiris 
here.

He appreciated the efforts of the 
department in organising such cours-
es free of cost for the locals who were 
drawn mostly from the government 
schools.

He also expressed his happiness 
over the increased flow of travel-
lers to the ski resort and hoped 
that the New Year will be best for 
the business community especial-
ly for the travel and hospitality 
sector which were hit badly due to 
the ongoing pandemic.

Director Tourism Kashmir also ex-
tended his New Year greetings to the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and 
the new year is beginning with a re-
newed hope.

He said ski resort Gulmarg is jam 
packed with the tourists on New Year 
which was possible as a result of the 
department’s continued efforts to 
promote Kashmir as a safe destina-
tion in the ongoing pandemic.

Gulmarg, Pahalgam 
Abuzz With New Year 
Celebrations

Monolith surfaces 
in Ahmedabad, but 
sans mystery
Ahmedabad, Dec 31 (PTI) A `monolith’, the 
likes of which have appeared and vanished in 
different parts of the world since November, 
has now emerged in a garden in Ahmedabad 
city, Gujarat. This is the first appearance of 
a monolith, a structure made of shiny steel 
sheets, in India. However, unlike in other 
parts of the world, the mystery around the 
object did not last long as it was disclosed 
that a private company has installed it.

The triangular prism-shaped structure, 
around seven feet tall, became a hit among 
city dwellers after it was spotted in a garden 
on SG Highway on Thursday morning.

The garden is jointly managed by the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and 
Symphony Ltd. Situated near Gurudwara in 
Thaltej area, it was one of the attractions in-
augurated by Chief Minister Vijay Rupani re-
cently. “The monolith has been placed there 
by the Symphony Ltd which takes care of the 
garden. The structure has been installed by 
the company for the visitors. People can see 
their reflection on the shiny surfaces of the 
structure and take selfies too,” said Director, 
AMC’s Garden Department, Jignesh Patel.

The first such three-sided steel monolith 
appeared and disappeared after a few days 
in a remote desert of Utah, United States. 
Later, similar structures were spotted in 
around 30 countries.

The monolith was installed at Symphony 
Forest Park on December 29, but it gained 
popularity on Thursday with people flocking 
to the garden.

Apparently to keep mystery alive, the 
company did not make any announcement 
except sharing some photos of the struc-
ture on the Forest Park’s Facebook page on 
December 29.

“This is really amazing that the monolith 
actually appeared in our city. Since these 
structures tend to disappear in some time, I 
have come here with my friends to click sel-
fies,” said one youngster.

AAP alleges ‘authorised goons’ of 
BJP targeting its members
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI) The AAP 
on Thursday alleged that “au-
thorised goons” of the BJP have 
been targeting and attacking its 
members ever since the party 
extended support to the ongoing 
farmers’ agitation with the lat-
est being its MLA Atishi outside 
whose house two “suspicious” 
cars bearing ‘MP’ (Member 
of Parliament) stickers were 
parked.

The BJP’s Delhi unit has re-
jected the allegation and said 
AAP leaders were making such 
“rhetorical” statements to divert 
people’s attention from the Delhi 
government’s failure to release 
funds to municipal corporations 
and ensure proper water supply.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, AAP MLA Raghav Chadha 
claimed that ever since Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
spoke up in support of the farm-
ers and their rights, there have 
been repeated attacks on the free 
movement of elected represen-
tatives of the Aam Aadmi Party, 
and attempts have been made to 
silence, threaten and scare party 
members.

“Our Kalkaji MLA Atishi’s life 
too is under threat. Some goons 
stood outside her home. Two 
cars were parked outside her 
home last night. These cars car-
ried the stickers that are only 
issued to vehicles that can enter 
Parliament. This means the au-
thorised goons of BJP have been 
targeting and attacking mem-
bers of AAP,” Chadha alleged.

“They are playing psycholog-
ical games with us, picking and 

choosing different members of 
the AAP to attack at will,” he said.

He further claimed that he 
and Atishi have sought an ap-
pointment with the Delhi Police 
commissioner but are yet to be 
allotted time.

“We will soon meet the 
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
and appeal to him to remind the 
Delhi Police of its constitution-
al responsibilities. If there is an 
attack on any MLA or leader of 
the Aam Aadmi Party, or if any 
untoward incident happens, if 
any one of us is injured, only the 
Bharatiya Janata Party will be re-
sponsible for it,” Chadha said.

Denying the allegations, 
Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen 
Shankar Kapoor said that AAP 
leaders are running a campaign 
of making rhetorical statements.

“The main purpose of AAP 
leaders behind this rhetorical 
statement campaign is to divert 
attention from the Delhi govern-
ment’s failure to release munic-
ipal funds and to ensure proper 
water supply to the people. No 
BJP worker has ever attacked any 
AAP leader and BJP shall never 
ever resort to political violence,” 
he said.

Kapoor said the BJP’s three-
day dharna outside the chief 
minister’s residence was totally 
peaceful and as for the incident 
at the Jal Board office “we have 
already said that vandalism was 
done by AAP workers already 
present in that office to discredit 
a peaceful demonstration seek-
ing proper water supply for the 
people”.

CBSE board exams from May 4 to June 10 next 
year, results by July 15: Education Minister
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI) The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) will conduct board exams for classes 10 and 12 
physically from May 4 to June 10 next year, Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ announced on Thursday. 
Practical examinations will be conducted by schools from March 1. The results of the board exams will be announced by July 
15, he added. Usually, practical exams are conducted in January and written exams begin in February and conclude in March. 
However, the exams are being delayed this session in view of the COVID-19 pandemic. “The board exams for classes 10 and 
12 will be conducted from May 4 to June 10. Schools will be allowed to conduct practical exams from March 1. Date sheet for 
both the classes will be issued soon. The result will be declared by July 15,” Pokhriyal announced.
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DIAL-EMMA

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES : 
	 2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

RAILWAYS
•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS
•	 Sgrr-Jammu highway - (Open)

•	 Mughal Road - (Closed)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Closed)

This Day in History
•	 1724 -  Glassblower Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit 

proposes system for making thermometers and the 
Fahrenheit temperature scale in a paper to the Royal 
Society of London and is elected a fellow on its basis

•	 1758 -  The International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature establish the "starting point" for 
standardized species names across the animal 
kingdom, based on the binomial nomenclature by 
Carolus Linnaeus 10th edition of Systema Naturae

•	 1772  - First traveler's cheques go on sale in 
London, can be used in 90 European cities

•	 1800 -  Dutch East Indies Company dissolves
•	 1801 -  The Irish Parliament votes to join the 

Kingdom of Great Britain, forming the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland

•	 1804 -  Haiti gains independence from France 
(National Day), making it the only state ever 
founded by former slaves and without slavery

•	 1842  - 1st illustrated weekly magazine in US 
publishes 1st issue, NYC

•	 1846  - Yucatan declares independence from Mexico
•	 1860  - Slavery ends of in Neth Indies
•	 1863 -  Battle of Galveston, Texas-Confederates 

recapture the city
•	 1869  - War of the Triple Alliance: Paraguay's 

capital Asunción falls to Brazilian forces led by 
General João de Souza da Fonseca Costa

•	 1890  - Eritrea is consolidated into a colony by the 
Italian government.

•	 1891 -  French troops occupy Nioro, West-Sudan, 
3000 killed

•	 1895  - Norway adopts Mid-European time
•	 1896 -  German physicist Wilhelm Röntgen 

announces his discovery of x-rays
•	 1903  - In Delhi, a great durbar, or formal 

reception, marks the coronation of King Edward 
VII as Emperor of India; the British release some 
16,000 prisoners in honor of the occasion

•	 1903 President Theodore Roosevelt and Edith 
Roosevelt unveil new renovations to the The White 
House, including a new West Wing1927  - Turkey adopts 
the Gregorian calendar: December 18, 1926 (Julian), is 
immediately followed by January 1, 1927 (Gregorian).

•	 1934  - International Telecommunication Union 
established
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Salahuddin Wants All 7 in Pak
Hizb Cautions APHC Of Trap
MUZAFFARABAD -The Hizbul Mujahideen group has maintained that 
the proposed visit of the All Parties Hurriyet Conference leaders to Paki-
stan to prove an "exercise in futility" if all the seven member of alliance's 
executive council  were  not included in the delegation.

 "If some (leaders) are allowed and some are barred from travelling to Paki-
stan), Nit will create doubts about the APHC. Rather, it can create an impres-
sion that the alliance is divided into moderate and extremist people," said 
group's supreme commander Syed Saiahuddin, in an interview to Dawn.

He said, it would be New Delhi's big trap to create misgivings and 
strengthen the impression about division in the ranks of the APHC. The 
APHC leaders must show farsightedness and diplomatic efficiency to 
send the impression that New Delhi and not they themselves are con-
stituting their delegation for Pakistan" Salahuddin's remarks came in the 
wake of reports that the travelling documents to Syed Ali Shah Geelani, a 
hard-liner in the alliance, were not being issued by New Delhi.

Indian officials had claimed that they had not received the application of Mr 
Gilani for the same. A Hurriyet leader, Abdul Ghani Lone, rejected the claim as 
lie and told an Indian channel that he had himself submitted Gilani's papers. I 
will advise the (APHC) leaders to avoid visit to Pakistan unless all of them are 
allowed to travel. And if all of them get permission, then they should first sit 
together and evolve an agenda in consensus with each other for the tour."

Salahuddin said Pakistan was already on the back of the Kashmiris and had 
been extending all out political, moral and diplomatic support to them all along 
the past 53 years of their struggle. But the thing that needs to be settled with New 
Delhi is how sincere and serious she is in resolving the festering issue, he added. 
"If the APHC does not get any assurance from the Indian government before hand 
then their journey will prove an exercise in futility," the Hizb supremo said.

Mr Salahuddin recalled that the Hizbul Mujahideen and all other free-
dom fighting organizations had unanimously termed the cease-fire a 
"trap" and said it was aimed at releasing pressure and giving a respite to 
the physically and mentally exhausted Indian troops besides winning the 
sympathies of the Muslims in India and elsewhere.

On the one hand it (Indian government) paints itself a champion of 
peace and on the other hand there is no letup in killings and atrocities at 
the hands of its' soldiers in Kashmir, he added.

"We believe the APHC cannot suggest the mujahideen to respect the 
so-called cease-fire because it does not have any mandate for that," he 
said, and added that the cease-fire was worthless unless India made a 
categorical declaration that "Kashmir is a disputed territory and she is 
ready to resolve it through meaningful tripartite talks. Till that happens, 
the operations of the mujahideen against the occupation forces would 
continue. Rather we would intensify and stretch them," he declared.

He said, the cease-fire was not a pre-requisite for the resolution of the 
issue through meaningful talks. In this connection, the Hizb chief cited the 
examples of Afghanistan Northern Ireland and Vietnam where, according 
to him, talks and militancy ran simultaneously. "Dialogue is a separate pro-
cess and (freedom fighters') actions are a separate thing, ‘he said.

He said the mujahideen were not interested in holding talks by them-
selves. But, he added, they (the mujahideen) wanted to ensure that the ne-
gotiators (from the Kashmiris' side) must enjoy their trust, "The negotiators 
stand should reflect the aspirations of the people of Kashmir. They would not 
be allowed to take any short cut," said the Hizb supremo, without elaborating.

He was of the view that the mujahideen who in fact were offering their 
blood in the battlefield had full rights to "monitor" the talks. "We have trust 
in the recognized leadership of Kashmir but the people who shed their blood 
have right to hold talks either by themselves or through any other person(s).

(KASHMIR OBSERVER, 01 January, 2001)

Masoodi Demands 
Impartial Probe Into 
Hokarsar Killings
SRINAGAR: National Conference 
Member of Parliament from An-
antnag Justice (retd) Hassnain 
Masoodi on Thursday sought an 
impartial investigation into the 
Hokarsar killings and impressed 
on the government to clear the 
ambiguities leading to the killing 
of three youth.

In a statement issued to press, 
Masoodi while demanding an im-
partial probe into the killings said 
the stated version of the police 
was far from convincing and am-
biguous. “The police version is not 
convincing and clear-cut; it is an 
admitted case of police that none 
of the three youth in their early 
twenties were in the militant list; 
two of the youth are admitted not 
to have been involved in militant 
activities and said to be OGWs. 
In the case of a third boy who is 
twenty years old, it is said that he 
'might have joined militant ranks'. 
The statement joined together 
is far from convincing and lends 
support to the version of families 
of the slain trio that they were 
innocent and not involved in any 
militant activity,” he said.

He asked the government to re-
call the Shopian killing and sub-
sequent findings that those killed 

were innocent and had come 
all the way from Rajouri to earn 
livelihoods and continue their 
studies. He demanded thorough 
investigation into the issue and 
return of bodies of slain youth 
to their families so that their last 
rites are observed by their fami-
lies at their respective places.

Masoodi said the matter war-
rants time bound inquiry as the 
versions of the family and the 
police are contradictory. “The 
version of the family in wake of 
the ambiguous version of po-
lice seems to be nearer to truth. 

Therefore it becomes imperative 
upon the government to come 
clean on the matter. In previ-
ous Shopian killings, the boys 
were found innocent. I express 
my deep sympathies and unison 
with the bereaved families and 
pray forbearance to them in their 
hour of grief,” he said.

Masoodi also spoke to Prin-
cipal Secretary Home Shaleen 
Kabra home and demanded a 
probe into the matter. He will 
take up the matter with LG J&K 
Manoj Sinha and Advisor Home 
to LG RR Batnagar.

Ready To Work 
Without Salaries, Say 
DPS Budgam Drivers 

BUDGAM: Drivers Union of 
Delhi Public School (DPS) 
Budgam Thursday said the 
terminated drivers are will-
ing to work without salaries 
till the financial position of 
the school stabilises provided 
they are given a chance.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here at Press Club Nazir 
Ahmad Rather president of 
the driverts union said: "They 
got a message in September 
2020 from the school author-
ities that their services have 
been terminated".

"We have been working as 
drivers and conductors in the 
school for the last 10 to 13 years, 
but now we are being termi-
nated from the services, which 
is injustice with us", he alleged.

“On 15th September we 
were intimated through SMS 
messages that our services 
have been terminated and 
when we approached the 
management to provide us 
the reason for our retrench-

ment, they said that the 
school is suffering financial 
losses”, he said

"We even approached the 
consumer court but they till 
date have not taken any action 
on this matter", Rather said.

"If school authorities say 
they have financial con-
straints, we are ready to work 
without salary till the financial 
situation of school improves, 
but our services should not be 
terminated", said Rather.

Earlier Drivers Union of 
DPS had also protested and 
accused former Union Min-
ister and senior Congress 
leader Saif-u-Din Soz, who 
is one of the founders of the 
school, of cheating them and 
had said, “The school had no 
access on road and villagers 
were promised a job against 
contributing land towards 
the construction of the road, 
but now they are shunting us 
out, under the pretext of fi-
nancial loss.”
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Bus Service From Anantnag 
To Lakhanpur Begins
ANANTNAG: The Jammu and Kashmir State Road Trans-
port Corporation (JKSRTC) has started 32 seater bus ser-
vices from Anantnag to Lakhanpur via Jammu.

The bus is scheduled to operate on every alternate day 
from Anantnag to Lakhanpur and will have comfortable 
space for 32 passengers.

Meanwhile the general public is being informed that all 
those who are interested  to use the services  of this bus 
for their movement to Jammu or outside the UT may con-
tact the office of the Depot Manager JKSRTC Anantnag or 
may call on phone no 8899052127.

LAWDA Conducts Demolition 
Drive In City Areas
SRINAGAR: The Enforcement Wing of Lakes and Water-
ways Development Authority (LAWDA) today conducted 
the demolition drive in Chandpora Harwan, Lashkari Mo-
halla, Habak and Pohloo Brein areas of Srinagar city.

During the demolition drive, 03 double storey houses, 
one showroom and one plinth that were raised illegally 
by the violators, were demolished on the spot besides, il-
legally dumped material was also seized (sand/Bajri) in 
the area of Habak.

As per an official handout it was given out that the legal 
action shall follow against the violators under law.

Inter Departmental 
Employees TT Tournament 
Concludes At IUST
AWANTIPORA:  Inter Departmental Employees Table Ten-
nis Tournament 2020 organised by  Directorate of Physical 
Education and Sports, Islamic University of Science and 
Technology (IUST) concluded here on Thursday. The Final 
Match was played between Prof. A. H. Moon, Dean School 
of Engineering and Technology & Mr. Zahoor Ahmad, Lab 
Assistant, Dept. Of Physics. The match was thrilling and 
electrifying during which Mr. Zahoor Ahmad won by 3:1 
Sets. Vice Chancellor IUST, Prof. Mushtaq A Siddiqi was 
Chief Guest and Registrar IUST, Prof. Naseer Iqbal was 
Guest of Honour on the occasion. While addressing the 
participants and spectators at the closing ceremony, Prof. 
Siddiqi lauded the efforts of the Directorate of Physical 
Education and Sports for conducting such tournaments 
for the University Employees. Such type of activities defi-
nitely reduce the Psychological depression of employees 
during tough times like Covid-19 and definitely energizes 
and restores their natural rhythm”, he added. Speaking 
on the occasion Prof. Naseer congratulated all the par-
ticipants and encouraged them to participate in such ac-
tivities. He assured all the possible support to the sports 
department for conducting such activities in future also. 
Mr. Sameer Wazir (Chairman Sports Committee/ Finance 
Officer) was also present on the occasion.

Dr. Hilal Ahmad Rather Assistant Director welcomed the 
Chief Guest and thanked all the participants for their par-
ticipation in the said event. Dr. Hilal assured that Director-
ate will always organise such events for boosting employ-
ee’s morale.  The other dignitaries present on the occasion 
included Assistant Registrar, Mr. Javid Ahmad Khan, faculty 
from various Departments, Mr. Altaf Hussain Shah and Mr. 
Majid Nazir Mukhdoomi (Sports Assistants).

CUK Inks Pact with ICSI

SRINAGAR: Design and Innovation 
Centre (DIC) of the Central Univer-
sity of Kashmir (CUK) Thursday inked 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India (ICSI), through its 
Srinagar chapter, here and decided 
to mutually share the expertise and 
facilities of both institutions for the 
benefit of students.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Mehraj ud Din 
Mir and ICSI President, CS Ashish Garg 
signed the MoU in the presence of Mr. 
A K Srivastava, Director Student Ser-
vices, Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar, 
Director DIC and Finance Officer, Prof. 
Fayaz A Nikka, AROC Srinagar, Mr. Ha-
mid Bukhari and Chairperson ICSI Sri-
nagar chapter, Ms Yamina Almas.

Speaking on the occasion, Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir 
asked both the DIC and ICSI to imple-
ment the MoU in letter and spirit and 
work with synergy and dedication for 
the same. “By joining hands, both in-
stitutions would be able to share the 
facilities, teaching-learning, organize 
joint academic activities including 
workshops and seminars and conduct 
research on the dying art and craft of 
Kashmir,” Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir said 

adding the DIC was the prestigious 
project bagged by the varsity, whose 
mandate was to inculcate the skill 
based training among the youth in the 
diverse art forms, which are nearing 
extinction. He assured the Srinagar 
chapter of ICSI of full support from 
the varsity for its future endeavors.

Addressing the gathering, ICSI Presi-
dent, CS Ashish Garg said that by sign-
ing the MoU with CUK, the number of 
CS professionals in the valley would 
increase manifold. He said the ICSI 
has till date signed MoUs with 15 IIMs 
and had recently inked a pact with the 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir. 
CS Ashish Garg said that in order to at-
tract the students, the institution was 
offering a 100 per cent fee waiver for 
those interested in the CS programme. 
He hailed the members of Srinagar 
chapter for working hard on the MoU.

Registrar Prof. M Afzal Zargar con-
gratulated both the DIC and ICSI for 
the MoU and said the collaboration 
of the institution was the need of the 
hour. He said that during contempo-
rary times, the institutions cannot 
work in isolation and have to utilize 
the resources, both human and mate-
rial, in order to accomplish their goals.

DC Takes Note 
Of SOP Violation 
By Coaching 
Centres
SRINAGAR: The District 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA) Srinagar on 
Thursday said that several 
Coaching Centers in the dis-
trict were continuing their 
class work despite reporting 
some COVID-19 positive cas-
es in the respective institutes.

The DDMA magistrate of 
Srinagar in an order said, 
“Some COVID-19 cases have 
been reported from several 
coaching institutes of the 
Srinagar, particularly those 
operational in Parraypora and 
Rajbagh areas of the Srinagar 
city, during the sampling 
drive carried out by district 
Administration.”

The DDMA Srinagar Magis-
trate Shahid Iqbal Choudhary 
in an order said, “The manage-
ment of these coaching insti-
tutes continued their classes 
even after reporting of positive 
cases, in brazen violation of CO-
VID-19 SOP’s that too without 
even bothering to inform dis-
trict Administration.”

Choudhary ordered clo-
sure of class work in such 
coaching institutes wherein 
COVID-19 positive cases have 
been reported.

“In view of the situation and 
in line with COVID-19 guide-
lines, it is hereby ordered that 
coaching institutions where 
positive cases have been re-
ported shall immediately close 
their classes till complete sam-
pling is carried out and results 
are received, besides sanitiza-
tion of facility,” he said—(KNO)

Nursing Course Selection 'Fraud' 

SKIMS Begins Probe, 
Constitutes Committee

Jammu Transporters Call 
For Chakka Jaam On Jan 6 
From Lakhanpur To Uri

SRINAGAR: Days after the 
aspirants who appeared 
in examinations for B.Sc 
Nursing courses alleged 
fraud in selection list, the 
SK Institute of Medical 
Sciences (SKIMS) Thurs-
day said that a commit-
tee has been constituted 
to probe the allegations, 
saying that if there is any 
merit as reported by me-
dia the selection list will 
be cancelled.

According to a state-
ment issued to the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), PRO 
SKIMS said that “this is in 
response to media reports 
related to entrance exam-
ination for BSc Nursing 
courses. SKIMS adminis-
tration has taken strong 
note of it. The issue has 
been taken with all seri-
ousness and a commit-
tee has been constituted 
in this regard that has 
been asked to submit a 
detailed report regarding 

the same.”
“The administration 

has made it very clear 
that if there is any merit 
as reported by the media 
the selection list will be 
cancelled and any person 
involved will be taken to 
task. The said examina-
tion though has been 
conducted through the 
designated Services of 
the University of Kash-
mir, therefore, through a 
fair process.”

However, considering 
the seriousness of the is-
sue the administration 
deems it proper to inves-
tigate the matter after 
apprehensions expressed 
by the candidates as re-
ported by the media. The 
aggrieved candidates are 
assured that administra-
tion will take all mea-
sures and investigate the 
matter thoroughly and all 
their apprehensions will 
be sorted out, the state-
ment added—(KNO)

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir transporters Thursday 
called for a complete 'Chakka 
Jam' (No vehicle movement) 
on January 6 as a mark of 
protest against the Union 
Territory administration for 
failing to facilitate transport-
ers during crisis time.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Jammu, All J&K 
Transport Welfare Associa-
tion J&K Jammu, chairman, 
S.T.S Wazir as per news 
agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO), said that there 
will be complete Chakka 
Jaam from Lakhanpur to Uri 
Baramulla on January 6 and 
the inconvenience caused 
will be the sole responsibil-
ity of UT administration.

He said that transport-
ers across the globe faced 
tough times in the en-
suing year similarly the 
transporters in Jammu and 
Kashmir faced the same 
situation but the trans-
porters elsewhere were fa-
cilitated in different man-
ners with ease and even 
government helped them.

Referring to Punjab, Hary-
ana, and Himachal Pradesh, 
Wazir said these states have to 
Waive off the tax for the entire 
year as Himachal government 
waived off the tax of Covid 
lockdown period."It is disap-
pointing that J&K UT admin-
istration revoked the fare hike 
order without our consulta-
tion and reasons," he said.

Wazir said that they 
were made to pay penalty 
in Jammu and Kashmir for 
the documentation which 
is illegal and in these crisis 
times, "our vehicles can't ply 
as our community is facing 
immense hardships and a 
dearth of proper income."

He said that the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir has no time 
for the transporters since 
he didn't give them time 
to meet him so that they 
could  apprise him about 
the issue faced by them. 
"We're repeatedly made to 
pay huge interest for docu-
ment renewal", he said.

He said that the situation has 
crumbled the transport sector. 
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

KASHMIR OBSERVER

Hokersar killings

H
ours after security forces claimed to have 
killed three militants  near Hokersar on 
the outskirts of Srinagar on Wednesday, 
the families of those killed alleged that the 

slain youth were not militants. The families who pro-
tested outside the police control room said the youth 
had left home just a day before the encounter.   Two 
of the three, according to them,  were students who 
had come to Srinagar for admission in an institution. 
The development has come as a throwback to the after-
math of the encounter at Amshipora in Shopian three 
months ago, where also the security forces had claimed 
to have killed  three militants but who later turned out 
to be innocent labourers when their families protested. 
However in case of Hokersar encounter, the Army is 
holding its ground saying the three youth were mili-
tants and were planning a big attack along Srinagar-
Baramulla highway. Similarly police has said that 
although the three  youth were not listed as militants 
in police records, they were part of the militancy. So 
far no probe has been initiated into the incident as de-
manded by National Conference and the PDP. After the 
families had cast doubt about the identity of the youth 
killed in the encounter, the probe was in order. 

That said, the killing of three more youth, one of 
them studying in Class 11 is tragic. Such killings have 
become a routine affair in the Valley, almost being pur-
sued for their own sake. There’s now no effort to address 
this hopeless state of affairs. The  central government 
has long given up on a political outreach to the Valley.  
Under Lieutenant Governor’s rule,  the security agencies 
are in the thick of an all-out operation against militancy. 
The objective of the campaign is to eliminate insurgency 
by attempting to kill all the militants within a specific 
timeframe. Viewed from that perspective, the security 
agencies have been exceptionally successful over the 
last several years. An average of over 200 militants have 
been killed every year. It is expected that the killings of 
the militants at this rate could drastically reduce their 
number. This, in turn, is expected to alter the political 
dynamics in the Valley and usher in peace. But the deep-
er factors underpinning the current state of affairs will 
linger on and can be expected to create conditions for yet 
another phase of violence and unrest. This has been the 
case over the past three decades. The militancy has gone 
through its crests and troughs but never been wiped out. 

What does the near future, therefore,  hold for Kash-
mir? A lingering  uncertainty. Security experts hope 
that should the current uptick in the killings continue, 
they would have substantially reigned in the militancy 
in a given time period. But killings have hardly been a 
deterrent in the Valley. Though local recruitment could 
be expected to dwindle somewhat, it is unlikely to stop. 
And for that to happen, Centre will have to reach out.. 
But is New Delhi even interested in such an approach? 
It isn’t. Kashmir needs a drastic shift in mindset in New 
Delhi about Kashmir. One hopes such realization dawns 
sooner than later. 

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Vaccine Rollout Lessons 

I
n the fortnight between December 14, when the first Ameri-
can received a coronavirus vaccine, and December 29, the 
United States vaccinated 2.13 million people. The country 
has done more vaccinations than any other across the 

world, and its tally represented close to 50% of the inoculations 
carried out globally till Tuesday. In itself, reaching 2.13 million 
people over 14 days is not a small order – but it is one that falls 
short of expectations. American authorities expected to vacci-
nate 20 million people by the end of 2020. Instead, rollout has 
been hobbled by time lost in quality checks, managing vaccina-
tion reporting tools and planning distribution flows.

The first month of vaccine rollout has not been smooth else-
where too. In Germany, delays were reported at several sites af-
ter temperature logs showed some of the vaccine boxes did not 
maintain the temperatures required for the Pfizer-BioNTech 
dose – potentially damaging stocks. In Canada, which approved 
two vaccines, supplies came in a slow trickle. In the United 
Kingdom, where Pfizer estimated four million doses were made 
available, only 800,000 have been administered. Teething trou-
bles are not uncommon in any exercise with such a number of 
moving parts — the factory-to-syringe process includes a range 
of people and modes of transportation — but they can be costly 
at a time when we are racing against the pandemic.

These experiences hold important lessons for India. The 
country did well to begin mock drills, giving its digital man-
agement platform as well as human resource training an early 
shakedown. The exercise covered seven districts in four states 
and exposed crucial areas that need improvement well in time. 
But, in a country over 1.3 billion people, such dry runs must 
quickly be replicated in more districts. Officials must look at 
the experiences in other countries and keep open the scope to 
tweak or overhaul protocols, including how India selects and 
prioritises the groups of people who are first in line for a dose. 
Just like its early legwork on the delivery side, the government 
must now intensify efforts to ensure supplies by announcing its 
first purchase deals. Regulatory processes are expected to reach 
crucial breakthroughs shortly (a key meeting was scheduled for 
Wednesday afternoon), which should give the government the 
confidence to commit to purchases.

Hindustan Times 

K O  V I E W
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES
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Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Women Shouldn’t Relinquish Right to Inheritance  

T
his is in reference to the 
recently released National 
Family Health Survey 2019-
20 (NFHS-5) fact sheet for 

Jammu and Kashmir which states 
that only 57.3% women in the UT own 
a house and/or land, alone or jointly. 
Even though these figures might be 
read as “at least more than half wom-
en own property” but given that all 
women are coparceners in one or the 
other way, it should raise questions. J 
and K is a Muslim majority region and 
Islam entitles a sister to inherit half of 
what a brother gets as a coparcener. 
Despite this fact, the number of wom-
en owning a property is almost half of 

that of men. 
Women asking for their coparce-

nary rights is considered taboo and 
a lot of women seem to have inter-
nalized that asking for inheritance 
rights will break their relationship 
with other members of the family, 
especially brothers. As a result, they 
sign relinquishment deeds with-
out giving a second thought about 
it. This inheritance of property is 
mostly seen as a matter of money 
and wealth, but it goes beyond that, 
at least for women. Economically 
speaking, ownership of any kind of 
property by women is a very impor-
tant determinant in the quest for 

women empowerment. In the realist 
world wherever everyone is respon-
sible for their own survival, women 
should not expect their male rela-
tives to care for them. Unless women 
do not attach economical value to 
their lives, they will have no power. 
This is especially true for unem-
ployed women who do not have fi-
nancial independence. Since inheri-
tance of property is a given- however 
small value it may have, they do not 
have to get an education or work for 
getting it. The only thing they need 
to do is not to sign the relinquish-
ment deed.

	 Relinquishment of coparce-

nary rights militates against women 
empowerment. It is high time that 
women ask for their inheritance 
rights that the constitution as well 
as the religion gives them. The right 
to inheritance also seems one of its 
kind means to women empowerment 
where people peddling religiosity 
may not find a reason to oppose it. 
Women should know that signing a 
relinquishment deed may lose them a 
lifetime opportunity for leading a re-
spectful life in this patriarchal world.

Haris Rashid
Harisrashid2185@gmail.com

Re-Plan and Re-think 
Water Scarcity in Himalayas

W
inters are at its peak 
in the northern region 
of India and the effects 
of climate change are 

being felt in the mountains too. Ac-
cording to an International study 
(Importance and vulnerability of 
the world’s water towers - published 
on December 09, 2019), 1.9 million 
people are at risk of water supply 
problems as mountain glaciers, 
snow-packs and alpine lakes are run 
down by global heating and rising 
demand. As a result, in northern In-
dia, falling snow levels and glacial 
retreat is impacting livelihoods and 
access to water.

As per NITI Aayog’s working group 
on “Inventory and Revival of Springs of 
Himalaya for Water Security” report 
of August 2018, half of the mountain 
springs in the Himalayan region are 
drying up. “Nearly 60% of low-dis-
charge springs that provided water to 
small habitations in the Himalayan re-
gion have reported a clear decline dur-
ing the last couple of decades,”.  

Over a billion people across Asia 
rely on Himalayan water. There are 
five million springs in India, of which 
close to three million are in the Indian 
Himalayan Region – which is spread 
across 12 states and is home to over 
50 million people. These springs are 
the primary source of water for ru-
ral households in the region and, for 
many, the only source. A number of 
urban communities too depend on 
these water bodies. The drying up of 
springs will affect the flow of these 
rivers. The drying springs will fur-
ther add to the work burden of wom-
en since they are forced to manually 
carry water from springs below their 
village during the lean season. Des-
tinations such as Shimla, Mussorie, 
Nainital and even Gangtok often face 
acute water crisis.

Indus is the most important and 
vulnerable “water zone” due to run-
off from the Karakoram, Hindu Kush, 
Ladakh, and Himalayan mountain 
ranges, which flow downstream to 
a densely populated and intensively 
irrigated basin in Pakistan, India, 
China and Afghanistan.

Recently, International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
a membership Union composed of 
both government and civil society 
organisations, has taken an initia-
tive to promote the significance of 
springs in the Indian Himalayan 
Region and undertook pilot to re-
charge and revive springs with 
the technical support of CHIRAG 
(rural development organization 
based in the Kumaun region of 
Uttarakhand in India) under the 
National Mission of Himalayan 
Studies (NMHS) supported project 
entitled ‘Coping with Uncertain-
ties: Building Community Resil-
ience and Ecosystem Based Adap-

tation to Climate Change in the 
Indian Himalayan Region’.

Recent decades have seen a dras-
tic decline in snowfall, with glaciers 
across the Himalayas losing a total of 
8 billion tons of ice every year. The 
ice on the mountain is getting small-
er and summers are getting longer. 
There is less water.

Reduced snowfall and receding 
glaciers are a phenomenon impact-
ing the whole of the Hindu Kush 
Himalayan region. A recent report 
of June 14, 2019 from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) projects that in lower alti-
tude mountainous regions such as 
Spiti, "glaciers will lose more than 
80% of their current mass by 2100." 
The report further predicted that 
even if global warming is limited 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels as set out in the Paris 
Agreement, over one-third of glacial 
ice in the region will have disap-
peared by the end of the century, 
with the most negative scenarios 
in the eastern Himalaya pointing 
towards a near-total loss of glaciers.

In Ladakh, water shortages 
have already caused a few villages 
to migrate. The inhabitants of Ku-
mik in Zanskar were forced to re-
locate in 2014 after the river which 
they depended on for water dried 
up. Agriculture is the main source 
of income here and If the situation 
continues then yes, there would 
be villages which would migrate 
out. The only temporary solution 
is pumping up river water and pre-
venting run-off, however, it might 
not be a sustainable solution.

Shimla, the capital and the larg-
est city in Himachal Pradesh and 
a tourist haven, is facing a water 
crisis of gigantic proportions. The 
crisis is especially acute in towns 
that bear the strength of summer 
tourist traffic, as well as towns that 
are in the path of religious pilgrim-
ages and tourism. What used to 
be difficult to access locations are 
much easier to get to, and most of 
the existing infrastructure is not 
adequate to cope with this demand.

A new study by `Springer Na-
ture’ on August 24, 2020, has revealed 
that glaciers in Kashmir have reced-
ed by 28 percent in the last four de-
cades. The study used a series of sat-
ellite images (1980–2018) to determine 
the glacier health, which is critical 
for nurturing and sustaining the riv-
ers that originate from the area. It 
has been found that glaciers have re-
duced from 101.73 km square in 1980 
to 72.41 km square in 2018 showing 
a recession of about 28% during the 
last four decades. The findings of the 
study indicated that there is a strong 
influence on altitude, aspect, slope, 
and climate on glacier recession in 
the Kashmir Himalaya.

So, if the shrinking of glaciers 
continues in the future, it will ad-
versely affect the availability of wa-
ter in the valley, especially during 
the summers.

As far as government’s effort is 
concerned, in 2014, the National Mis-
sion for Sustaining the Himalayan 
Eco-System, under India’s National 
Action Plan on Climate Change, had 
suggested a state-wide programme for 
rejuvenation of Himalayan springs 
and protection of high-altitude lakes. 
It had also suggested creating an in-
ventory of mountain springs—active 
and dormant—along with detailed 
geological mapping to identify the 
spring recharge zone.

“Pani Pahar- Waters of the Hi-
malayas”, a collaborative research 
project and a curriculum has also 
been initiated between the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, The Centre for 
Ecology Development and Research 
in India (CEDAR) and South Asia 
Institute for Advanced Studies in 
Nepal (SIAS) for for students and 
teachers across India. This collab-
orative project explores the chang-
ing landscapes and escalating water 
crises of the Indian Himalayas.

The curriculum will help stu-
dents understand water resources, 
sustainability, and how these are af-
fected by climate change. The lessons 
have been planned in a way to help 
students reflect on and research the 
human causes of water scarcity and 
effects of environmental change of 
humans and our shared resources.

So, I personally feel that it is 
high time that these issues be com-
municated more widely. The broad 
objective should be to depict water 
through the landscape, from source 
to tap, and the really different com-
munities that come into contact 
with it, take from it and modify it, 
in order to bring attention to long-
term questions around the sustain-
ability of water sources and their 
use in the Himalayas.

Remember, successful solutions 
almost always derive through com-
munity participation and stake-
holder engagement. Solutions that 
come from a community perspec-
tive, for example, rejuvenation of 
springs (where communities are 
using some of their knowledge and 
coming together to do something 
collectively), always work.

Thus, Himalayan region has the 
diversity of these very productive 
natural landscapes. But if managed 
badly, they can become a curse.

The views expressed in this article 
are the  author’s own and do not 

necessarily reflect the editorial 
stance of Kashmir Observer

Sarvesh Kumar Shahi, Assistant 
Professor,  School of Law, KIIT University, 

Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, India

A new study has 
revealed that glaciers 

in Kashmir have receded 
by 28 percent in the last 
four decades. The findings 
of the study indicated 
that there is a strong 
influence on altitude, 
aspect, slope, and climate 
on glacier recession in the 
Kashmir Himalaya. So, if 
the shrinking of glaciers 
continues in the future, it 
will adversely affect the 
availability of water in the 
valley, especially during 
the summers

Sarvesh Kumar Shahi
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The Deus Ex Machine of 2020 
T

he pandemic was bad news when it 
dropped in our mailboxes. A news, so out 
of the ordinary, that many of us did not 
even believe it could possibly be true. 

Why would we? Most of our self fashioning 
had digitised our brains into thinking that ours 
was a millennial of the unstoppable. In our heads, 
certainly, a calamity of this proportion wouldn’t 
have been missed by an age of awareness. Sure-
ly, with the right-wing running their regimes of 
roughness; who would have thought that in a god-
less reign, a deus ex machina would knock our 
doors and puncture our infallibility? 

For the world, the pandemic was a divine jest 
pulled at the cost of the idiosyncrasies our age. An 
age which had us all put blinkers on and dream 
its dream. When we stopped with an uncertainty 
so grandiose that  hope would come only to the re-
ligious or else the unwise; we had no option but to 
look back and find ourselves far away from things 
that truly matter. 

Cautiously, I must tread this narrative, cau-
tiously! For it may just be a sisyphean reasoning 
to take any meaning out of the madness.  

The loss. In the disbelief that persists till 
date, we lost those who came closest to the real-
ity of a deadly infection. Fighters. We all lived as 
we fought the virus with resilience. Those we lost 
were our comrades in this war. The martyrs. We 
must remember them and we will. 

In this year, closeted in our homes and hid-
den behind our masks; we had truths coming out, 
clear and prominent. The Governments and the 
Superpowers. We came face to face with the real-
ity that all these years of progress were anything 
but equitable or egalitarian. Our healthcare was 
embarrassing. Our politics was partisan. Our 
prejudices were deadly. 

Yet, values shone through. Our resilience and 
resistance was spellbinding. To my generation 
which grew up reading Harry Potter, this was the 
scene of the final fight. Nothing but sheer love, 
care, kindness, righteousness and selfness saved 
the day, when it did. 

This was also the year, when the glitter and 
the glamour lifted off. We could finally see the 
damage that our privileges have done over the 
years and even the privileges that have missed so 
many of us. For once, we looked behind and not 
ahead. We saw people taking one step at a time 
to survive. Deprivation was the ordeal when all 
stopped. The deserted streets were screaming 

back at us with the bodies that we had possibly 
crushed by a verbose nonchalance of “success”, 
“wealth” and “comfort”. 

Now, we’ve all collectively witnessed the gro-
tesque reality of life. It missed no one. There are 
some still protected by their privilege but none 
can now claim ignorance. We have all come clos-
est to knowing what is truly valuable. The mirage 
will soon cover the world yet again, the only path 
ahead will seem to be the path alone and the path 
towards some unattainable idea of fulfilment. 

But what our future needs is quite clear, 
atleast to the ones who lost or had the heart to see 

the world with honesty. Wellbeing, happiness and 
success should never be defined by an age. It is a 
timeless feeling that requires something intrinsic 
yet collective. Going forward, we must be winners 
in wisdom. You can achieve anything and every-
thing that the world has to offer materially. But 
would you really be rich? 

Castles, though big, are often empty and 
lonely. They always open in streets and alley-
ways filled with the poor. Don’t let your life be 
this castle. 

The author is the Opinion Editor 
of Kashmir Observer 

Adieu 2020, Welcome 2021 
Asad Mirza

P
erhaps the humans have 
awaited no other year’s end 
so eagerly across the world 
as that of 2020. Similarly, no 

other event in the recent history has 
had such a far-reaching impact as that 
of the coronavirus pandemic, on the 
world and its inhabitants. 

The year 2020 had so many time-
tested patterns and living styles 
changed and set many new paradigms, 
affecting virtually every sphere of our 
living, that it could be easily termed as 
the harbinger of a new living style.

New style of living and working 
2020 taught us how we could main-

tain a safe distance from each other 
and yet pursue our daily routine eas-
ily. This included working from home, 
learning at home and even socialising 
at home: all through the net access. 
The pandemic forced us to have a lim-
ited number of guests at weddings and 
other family functions. It also resulted 
in a realisation that how much we are 
spending on unproductive and un-
called for activities. Instead, if we have 
so much extra, then we could easily 
share it with the needy and the poor.

The lockdown forced commercial 
organisations to adopt new techniques 
and work styles adhering to the social 
distancing and other safety measures. 
Work from home (WFH) became the 
norm and companies realised that in-
stead of spending so much on their in-
frastructure maintenance, employee 
transportation costs and meetings and 
conferences and exhibitions; novel 
ways could be found to still achieve 
the results. It also resulted in better 
mental health of the employees as 
they didn’t have to bear the daily toll 
of commute and instead could devote 
more time to productive activity.

Pristine Nature
Just like a two-sided coin, Coro-

navirus too brought unprecedented 
alarm and panic, besides immediate 
counter measures to manage it across 
the world. It also forced us to pause for 
a while and think about how we are 
managing our affairs with nature.

While the news about Coronavi-
rus’s devastation continued during 
2020, along with the resulting world-
wide Lockdown, some positive stories 
about the natural changes also started 
appearing, which certainly brought 
a smile to our faces. Paradoxical as it 

may sound, but it could be surmised 
that Coronavirus might be a timely 
wellness program for our environ-
ment and planet earth and even us. 

There were reports from several 
European countries of better air, clean 
atmosphere, sparkling water in canals 
and rivers, birds and animals appear-
ing at places where they have not been 
seen for a while. In Wuhan, where 
the outbreak initially began back in 
December ‘19, the sky, which is usu-
ally home to dangerous air pollution 
levels, has turned natural blue. The 
change has been attributed to travel 
bans and the pause in factory work. 

Similarly in India, there were re-
ports of a cleaner Ganga in Kanpur 
and Varanasi-two cities where it is 
the most polluted, a cleaner Yamuna 
in Delhi, residents of foothill cities 
in Punjab were able to see the majes-
tic Himalayan mountain ranges from 
their rooftops besides birds chirping 
and animals wandering into human 
habitats at night in foothill towns.

Self-healing
While nature gave mother earth 

the time to heal, it also gave humans 
a break from their busy daily routine, 
to allocate not just some time, but full 
time to self. This happened at physical, 

mental and spiritual levels.
What we fail to realise is that per-

haps nature gave us this time, to take 
a break from our daily humdrum and 
ponder over those issues, for which we 
earlier never used to find time. 

Mentally or spiritually, the lock-
down gave us enough time to pon-
der over those spiritual issues about 
which we always wanted to read and 
study in depth but were never able to 
focus on. Now, we were able to ponder 
over questions related to our exis-
tence, our role and duties as a human 
being, and what we are getting and 
giving back to the society. 

In most cases, these spiritual 

pursuits involved family too. We had 
more time to interact with and take 
guidance from our elders and transfer 
it to our kids and clarify their doubts 
about our faith. All this helped us to 
establish a stronger bond with our 
elders, youngsters and kids; besides 
also providing them an opportunity 
to grow spiritually or study matters 
related to their faith. And the end re-
sult was a healthy and stronger family 
both physically and spiritually.

In addition, the pandemic also 
forced many to adopt healthy habits. 
Surveys carried out in many Euro-
pean nations reveal that a vast per-
centage of people are now in favour of 
travelling by cycle or walking for their 
daily commute to the office, instead of 
using the public transport. 

Similarly, the “stay at or near 
home” culture has led to a boom in on-
line shopping and home deliveries is 
likely to stay, with 58% of shoppers in 
the UK determined to continue their 
support to local groceries and food 
stores.

Human Migration
The lockdown and its aftermath 

also showed us pictures which left the 
whole nation and the world aghast 
- the pictures of a vast multitude of 
ordinary Indians fleeing the large me-
tropolises, in particular Delhi, leading 
to many unanswered questions about 
the shape in which our country has 
transformed into. 

The ordinary Indian citizen was 
forced to ponder why these migrants 
and poor labourers and their families 
decided to flee the cities? As the end 
result of an announcement which put 
the whole country into an unexpected 
lockdown, without any background 
preparation on how to manage the 
emerging chaos resulting out of it, 
or it was due to our collective apathy 
towards those who are less fortunate 
than us. 

However, the exodus also bought 
the indomitable and collective spirit 
of the Indians to the fore. Many social 
organisations and individuals rising 
to the challenge, started community 
kitchens, helping those who were 
stranded or those who were not able to 
get two square meals a day. 

The author is a Political commentator 
based in New Delhi, India 

Tooba Towfiq 

In our heads, 
certainly, a 

calamity of this 
proportion wouldn’t 
have been missed 
by an age of 
awareness. Surely, 
with the right-wing 
running their 
regimes of 
roughness; who 
would have thought 
that in a godless 
reign, a deus ex 
machina would 
knock our doors and 
puncture our 
infallibility?

The loss. In the disbelief that persists till date, we lost 
those who came closest to the reality of a deadly infection. 

Fighters. We all lived as we fought the virus with resilience. Those we 
lost were our comrades in this war. The martyrs. We must remember 
them and we will 

CREDITS: TRACY J. LEE  

Credits: Tara Anand

Mentally or spiritually, the lockdown gave us enough 
time to ponder over those spiritual issues about which we 

always wanted to read and study in depth but were never 
able to focus on. Now, we were able to ponder over questions 
related to our existence, our role and duties as a human 
being, and what we are getting and giving back to the society



LIFE & TIMES Friday|01-01-2021 6

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER DEPARTMENT 
OF FLORICULTURE KASHMIR SRINAGAR

 e-NIT No: 84of 2020-21 Dated:30.12.2020.
 For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory, J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on item rate basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the 
following works:- 

S.
No

Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rs.)

Earnest Money
( In  Rs)

Time of
completion

Class of
Contractor

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
01. Upgradation and beautification of Tulip Garden 

Sgr.( SAKURA PROJECT) park B construction of 
open Air cafeteria , Kehwa/ coffee point. 82.74

2500/- 165480/- 45days AAY

Position of AAA         :  Accorded
Position of funds       : Available
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of  contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:-

1. Period of downloading  of bidding 
document

31/12/2020  from 10:00  AM  to  11/01/2021
     up to 04:00 PM

2. Bid submission Start Date. 31/12/2020 from  10:30 AM
3. Bid submission End date 11/01/2021 up to 04:00 PM
4. Date and time of Opening  of Tenders (Online) 12/01/2021 at 02:00 PM

1.	  Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan/copy of receipt from treasury favouring of Ex-
ecutive Engineer, Floriculture Department Srinagar(tender inviting authority) indicating name of work by crediting the requisite charges 
to the MH: 0406-02-112-Public Gardens (Floriculture Department Kashmir) in favour of Executive Engineer (tender inviting authority) 
and Earnest  money/Bid security in shape of fresh CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer Department of Floriculture Kashmir Srinagar 
(tender receiving authority). 
2.	 The date and time of opening of technical Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer Department of Floriculture Kashmir Srinagar (tender receiving authority). 
3.	 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids. 
4.	 The earnest money shall be forfeited , If:- 
a.	 Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and 
conditions of the bid. 
b.	 Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time 
c.	 Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract. 

Sd/-
	 DIPK-11140/20			   Executive Engineer
						      Deptt: of Floriculture, Kashmir.
No: EE/FD/2545-50				    Dated:30.12.2020

Largest Study Of Asia's Rivers May Help Predict 
Changes In Region's Water Cycle: Scientists

M
ega-droughts' of 
the past have of-
ten simultaneous-
ly hit sites that 

are currently home to power 
production along Asian riv-
ers, says the largest study of 
the continent's river systems 
which may help predict long 
term changes in the region's 
water cycle.

The study, published in 
the journal Water Resources 
Research, noted that the 
findings have important im-
plications for water manage-
ment and power production, 
especially when a country's 
economy depends on multiple 
river basins.

"Our records show that 
'mega-droughts' have hit 
multiple power production 
sites simultaneously, so we 
can now use this information 

to design a grid that is less 
vulnerable during extreme 
events," said study co-author 
Stefano Galelli from Singa-
pore University of Technol-
ogy and Design (SUTD).

According to the re-
search, rivers in Asia behave 
in a coherent pattern, with 
droughts stretching as far as 
from the Godavari in India 
to the Mekong in Southeast 
Asia, explained study first au-
thor Nguyen Tan Thai Hung 
from SUTD.

As the region is home to 
many populous river basins 
which provide water, energy, 
and food for more than three 
billion people, the scientists 
said it is crucial to understand 
past climate patterns in the 
Asian Monsoon region to bet-
ter predict long term changes 
in the water cycle and its 

impact on the water supply.
Following two years 

of analysing tree rings to 
reconstruct the courses of 
streams in the continent, the 
scientists produced data on 
813 years (from 1200 to 2012) of 
annual river discharge at 62 
stations in 41 rivers flowing 
through 16 countries, includ-
ing India.

The researchers also 
obtained data from a previ-
ously published study of an 
extensive network of tree ring 
data sites in Asia and prehis-
toric drought record called 
the Monsoon Asia Drought 
Atlas (MADA).

Based on an analysis 
of the underlying tree ring 
data, the scientists extracted 
the most important climate 
signals that influence river 
discharge in the continent.

While earlier research 
had already found that 
droughts in Asian rivers are 
influenced by temperatures 
of the Pacific, Indian, and At-
lantic Oceans, the new study 
revealed that this ocean-river 
connection is not constant 
over time.

According to the research-
ers, rivers in Asia were much 
less influenced by the oceans in 
the first half of the 20th century 
compared to the 50 years before, 
and 50 years after that period.

"This research is of great 
importance to policymakers 
-- we need to know where and 
why river discharge changed 
during the past millennium to 
make big decisions on water-
dependent infrastructure," 
Galelli added. 

Press Trust Of india
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New Research May Explain 
Severe Virus Attacks On Lungs
I

n some cases, immune cells 
in the lungs can contribute to 
worsening a virus attack. In a 
new study, researchers at Karo-

linska Institutet in Sweden describe 
how different kinds of immune cells, 
called macrophages, develop in the 
lungs and which of them may be be-
hind severe lung diseases.

The study, which was published 
in Immunity, may contribute to 
future treatments for COVID-19, 
among other diseases.

The structure of the lungs ex-
poses them to viruses and bacteria 
from both the air and the blood. 
Macrophages are immune cells 
that, among other things, protect 
the lungs from such attacks. But 
under certain conditions, lung mac-
rophages can also contribute to se-
vere lung diseases, such as chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) and COVID-19.

To date, research on the devel-
opment of human lung macrophages 
has been limited.

Macrophages can have differ-
ent origins and develop, among 
other things, from white blood cells, 
monocytes, that are divided into dif-
ferent genetically determined main 
types. In humans, two of these are 
"classical" CD14+ monocytes and 
"non-classical" CD16+ monocytes.

In a new study at Karolinska 
Institutet, researchers have used a 
model to study the development of 
lung macrophages directly in a liv-
ing lung. This has been combined 
with a method to study gene activity 
in individual cells, RNA sequenc-
ing, and thereby discovered how 
blood monocytes become human 
lung macrophages.

"In our study, we show that 
classical monocytes migrate into 
airways and lung tissue and are con-
verted into macrophages that pro-
tect the health and function of the 
lungs. We have also identified a spe-
cial kind of monocyte, HLA-DRhi, 

which is an intermediate immune 
cell between a blood monocyte and 
an airway macrophage. These HLA-
DRhi monocytes can leave the blood 
circulation and migrate into the 
lung tissue," says Tim Willinger, As-
sociate Professor at the Department 
of Medicine, Huddinge, Karolinska 
Institutet, who led the study.

The non-classical monocytes, 
however, develop into macrophages 
in the many blood vessels of the 
lungs and do not migrate into the 
lung tissue.

"Certain macrophages in the 
lungs probably have a connection to 
a number of severe lung diseases. In 
respiratory infections, for example, 
monocytes in the lungs develop into 
macrophages, which combat virus-
es and bacteria. But a certain type 
of macrophage may also contribute 
to severe inflammation and infec-
tions," says the study's first author 
Elza Evren, a doctoral student in 
Tim Willinger's research team.

In infection with the novel coro-

navirus, SARS-COV-2, which causes 
COVID-19, researchers believe that 
protective, anti-inflammatory mac-
rophages are replaced by pro-in-
flammatory lung macrophages from 
blood monocytes.

"The existence of these blood 
monocyte-derived macrophages has 
been shown in other studies to cor-
relate with how severely ill a person 
becomes in COVID-19 and how ex-
tensive the damage to the lungs is. 
Patients with severe COVID-19 also 
have fewer HLA-DRhi monocytes in 
their blood, probably because they 
move away from the blood into the 
lungs. Given their important role in 
rapid inflammatory responses, our 
results indicate that future treat-
ments should focus on inflamma-
tory macrophages and monocytes to 
reduce lung damage and mortality 
from severe COVID-19," says Tim 
Willinger. 

Agencies

Scientists Explore Deficits In 
Processing Speed In Individuals 

With Spinal Cord Injury

A 
team of rehabilitation researchers has studied 
processing speed deficits in individuals with 
spinal cord injury (SCI). They found that the 
SCI group and older controls had similar acti-

vation patterns, but the SCI group differed significantly 
from their age-matched controls.

The scientists have compared SCI patients and their 
brain activation patterns with those of healthy age-
matched controls, and older healthy individuals.

The article, ‘The neural mechanisms underlying pro-
cessing speed deficits in individuals who have sustained a 
spinal cord injury: A pilot study’ was published by Brain 
Topography. The authors are scientists with expertise in 
research in cognitive rehabilitation and SCI rehabilitation: 
Glenn Wylie, DPhil, Nancy D. Chiaravalloti, PhD, Erica 
Weber, PhD, Helen Genova, PhD, and Trevor Dyson-Hud-
son, MD, from Kessler Foundation, and Jill M. Wecht, EdD, 
from the James J. Peters VA Medical Center.

Individuals with chronic SCI have an increased risk 
for cognitive deficits that resemble the deficits associ-
ated with the aging process, giving rise to the theory of 
“accelerated cognitive aging.” As reported previously 
by this team, the deficits affect processing speed, new 
learning and memory, and verbal fluency, which are 
the domains affected during aging. This study is the 
first to examine the neural mechanisms of higher order 
cognitive tasks of individuals with SCI. The focus was 
on processing speed, which is known to be affected by 
SCI and aging, and is integral to cognitive function and 
everyday life activities.

The 30 participants were participants of a larger 

study who underwent optional neuroimaging studies 
at the Rocco Ortenzio Neuroimaging Center at Kes-
sler Foundation -- 10 individuals with cervical SCI, 10 
age-matched controls, and 10 healthy older individuals. 
In addition to traditional neuropsychological testing 
methods, processing speed was tested in the scanner, 
using timed letter comparison tasks during functional 
magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI). This study was the 
first to use the modified letter comparison test.

Significant differences in brain activation were 
found between the SCI group and the age-matched control 
group, but the SCI and older groups had similar patterns, 
including activation of the hippocampal, frontal and 
parietal areas. “This suggests that individuals with SCI 
are compensating for deficits in processing speed by rely-
ing on the areas of the brain involved in executive control 
and memory,” noted Dr. Chiaravalloti, “which supports 
the theory of accelerated brain aging after SCI.”

Despite the limitations of sample size and level of 
injury, the study is an important contribution to our un-
derstanding of the impact of SCI on cognition, according 
to Dr. Wylie, director of the Ortenzio Center. “Our abil-
ity to observe brain activation while the individual per-
forms specific cognitive tasks provides new information 
on the mechanisms that underlie the cognitive deficits 
that we now know affect a substantial proportion of the 
SCI population,” Dr. Wylie said. “Developing treatments 
targeted to these deficits depends on our pursuit of this 
line of research, which may benefit other populations 
affected by delayed processing speed.” 

Agencies

Google takes away wide-angle 
astrophotography from Pixel phones

G
oogle Pixel 
5 and 4a 5G 
users can no 
longer use their 

ultra-wide cameras to 
take pictures of the stars. 
The company apparently 
removed the lens's astro-
photography capabilities 
with the Google Camera 
8.1 update.

According to The 
Verge, the feature was a 
selling point of the Pixel 
4 and was available on 
the regular and telephoto 
cameras. When the 4a 5G 
and 5 were announced 
with new wide-angle lens-
es, the feature was added 

to those as well. Now it's 
been taken away.

On Pixel 4a (5G) and 

Pixel 5, astrophotography 
only works on zoom set-
tings equal to or greater 

than 1x.
The astrophotography 

feature lets users capture 
the night sky by pointing 
their phone up and keeping 
it still, either by balancing 
it on a nearby object or put-
ting it on a tripod.

The feature is still 
available on the phones' 
other cameras, but if you 
go to Night Sight mode 
and switch to the ultra-
wide-angle camera a user 
will now get a warning 
saying "Zoom to 1x for 
astrophotography".  

...
Agenices

Our records show that 'mega-droughts' have hit multiple power 
production sites simultaneously, so we can now use this information to design 

a grid that is less vulnerable during extreme events,"
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UK Watchdog Approves Use 
Of ‘Vaccine For The World’

Agencies

LONDON: Britain authorised an 
easy-to-handle coronavirus vac-
cine on Wednesday and decided 
to stretch out the time between 
doses to allow more people to 
get some level of protection 
faster as infections surge.

The first green light for the 
shot dubbed the “vaccine for 
the world” brought a measure 
of hope that the pandemic 
could be brought under control.

The vaccine developed by Ox-
ford University and drugmaker 
AstraZeneca is expected to be 
relied on in many countries be-
cause of its low cost and the fact 
that it can be kept in refrigera-
tors rather than at the ultra-cold 
or freezer temperatures some 
other vaccines require.

“This wonderful news brings 
renewed hope at a time of ris-
ing infections and unprece-
dented pressure on health ser-
vices in the UK and beyond. It is 
now critical that this hope can 
be shared by all nations,” said 
Anna Marriot, Health Policy 

Manager at Oxfam aid agency.
Even as the authorisation was 

welcomed as a significant de-
velopment in efforts to contain 
the virus that has killed nearly 
1.8 million, the change in Brit-
ish policy on administering the 
shots drove home concerns 
about a new, potentially more 
contagious variant that authori-
ties blame for rising hospitalisa-
tions in Britain. The new variant 
has been found in several coun-
tries, including the US.

Because infections are spread-
ing so rapidly in the UK, officials 
are now recommending priori-
tising delivering a first dose to 
as many people as possible for 
both of the vaccines authorised 
for use in the country: the As-
traZeneca one and another from 
Pfizer-BioNTech. Officials say 
both protect people even after 
just one of the two recommend-
ed doses and that increasing the 
time between doses might even 
have a benefit.

“The immediate urgency is 
for rapid and high levels of vac-
cine uptake,” Wei Shen Lim, 

chair of the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation, 
told reporters on Wednesday.

“This will allow the greatest 
number of eligible people to re-
ceive vaccine in the shortest time 
possible, and that will protect the 
greatest number of lives.”

Hundreds of thousands of 
people in the UK have already 
received at least one shot of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. British 
Health Secretary Matt Hancock 
said the rollout of the AstraZen-
eca one will start on Jan 4.

The Medicines and Hea
lthcare Products Regulatory 
Agency, which recommended 
the AstraZeneca vaccine for 
emergency use, did not en-
dorse one vaccine over the oth-
er. The regulator also updated 
its guidance on the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech shot to say that preg-
nant women and women who 
are breastfeeding can get it af-
ter a consultation with a health 
professional about the benefits 
and risks. Previously, the agen-
cy had not recommended the 
shot for pregnant women.

ICICI Bank Limited 
is an Indian 
multinational bank

N E W S  M A K E R S

China Deploying "En Masse" Underwater 
Drones In Indian Ocean: Report

Agencies

NEW JERSEY: China has de-
ployed a fleet of underwater 
drones called Sea Wing (Haiyi) 
glider in the Indian Ocean, which 
can operate for months on end 
and make observations for naval 
intelligence purposes, according 
to defence analyst HI Sutton.

Writing for the Forbes maga-
zine, HI Sutton said that these 
sea gliders, which the Chinese 
are deploying "en masse", are 
a type of Uncrewed Underwa-
ter Vehicle (UUV) which were 
launched in mid-December 2019 
and recovered in February after 
making over 3,400 observations.

Citing the government sourc-
es, HI Sutton in his report said 
that these gliders are similar to 
those deployed by the US Navy, 
one of which was seized by 
Beijing in 2016 to ensure "safe 
navigation of passing ships."

"Taken at face value, it may 
be surprising that China is now 
deploying these types of UUV 
en masse in the Indian Ocean. 
China has also deployed the 
Sea Wing from an ice breaker 
in the Arctic," HI Sutton wrote.

According to the defence 
expert, reports from Decem-
ber last year suggested that 14 
would be employed in the In-
dian Ocean mission but only 12 
were used. HI Sutton said that 
these gliders are unpowered 
with large wings to glide that 
can run for long periods of time, 
adding that they are not fast or 

agile, however, they are em-
ployed for long-range missions.

Furthermore, the defence 
analyst said these Chinese glid-
ers that are placed in the Indian 
Ocean were reportedly gather-
ing oceanography data, which 
"sounds innocuous" however, 
is commonly gathered for naval 
intelligence purposes."

Noting the rising challenges 
in the Indo-Pacific region, Chief 
of Defence Staff General Bipin 
Rawat earlier this month had 
said the world is witnessing a 
race for strategic bases in the In-
dian Ocean Region (IOR), adding 
that it is only going to gain mo-
mentum in the times to come.

"Of late along with geostrategic 
competition in the Indo-Pacific, 
we are also witnessing a race for 
strategic places and bases in the 

Indian Ocean region which is only 
going to gain momentum in the 
times to come," General Rawat 
had said while delivering a key-
note address at the Global Dia-
logue Security Summit.

CDS Rawat had said, "In 
the military field, technol-
ogy must be a means of de-
terrence not a source of de-
struction. Our approach to 
security hence needs to shift 
from unilateral to the multi-
lateral mode which mandates 
increasing training engage-
ments with partner nations in 
order to fortify the future."

He said that based on the chal-
lenges that India face, "we re-
quire structured long term plan-
ning for capacity building and 
capability development of our 
defence forces." 

26 Arrested After Hindu 
Temple Torched By Mob In 
Pakistan: Report

Agencies

PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN: At least 
two dozen people, including sev-
eral Muslim clerics, were detained 
Thursday after a mob attacked 
and set fire to a Hindu temple in 
northwest Pakistan, police said.

Around 1,500 Muslims on 
Wednesday descended on the 
temple -- which was destroyed 
in similar circumstances in 1997 
-- after staging a protest against 
renovations at an adjoining 
building owned by Hindus.

The temple is located in a 
remote village in Karak dis-
trict, some 160 kilometres (100 
miles) southeast of Peshawar.

"We have arrested 26 people 
including local clerics for de-
stroying a place of worship and 
inciting people to riot", local po-
lice official Fazal Sher told AFP.

He added police were looking 
for a further 50 people identi-
fied from videos of the attack.

Discrimination and violence 
against religious minorities 
are commonplace in Pakistan, 
where Muslims make up 97 per 
cent of the population and Hin-
dus around two percent.

Irfanullah Khan, the district police 
chief, also confirmed the arrests.

He told AFP that a house adja-
cent to the temple was recently 
bought by the Hindu commu-
nity and was being renovated, 
which offended locals.

Hindus have not lived in the 
area since the partition of Brit-
ish-ruled India in 1947 when 

Pakistan was created, but Hindu 
devotees occasionally visit the 
temple and the tomb of the 
Hindu saint Shri Paramhans, 
who according to Hindu faith 
died in the village in 1919.

"These people have brought 
a bad name to our area and tar-
nished the image of the state," 
one local resident, Ameen Pash-
teen, told AFP.

In Karachi, the capital of 
Sindh province and where the 
majority of the country's Hin-
dus live, more than 200 people 
protested outside the Supreme 
Court calling for justice.

"You must respect other people's 
religion. We are Pakistanis, and for 
God's sake, nobody needs to give 
us a certificate of loyalty", said 
Mangla Sharma a Hindu member 
of Sindh's provincial assembly.

Gopal Kamuany, president of 
the Pakistan Hindu Council, ac-
cused local authorities of stand-
ing by as the attack happened.

"In the video of the attack, the 
administration is just watching 
silently as the mob dismantles 
the temple. What kind of justice 
is that", Kamuany said.

Earlier this month, the United 
States placed Pakistan on a list of 
"countries of particular concern" 
for religious freedom violations.

"The destruction of the Hindu 
temple in Karak is yet another ex-
ample of persistent discrimination 
faced by the beleaguered Hindu 
community in Pakistan", said 
Rimmel Mohydin, Pakistan cam-
paigner at Amnesty International.

Nawaz Sharif's Passport Will 
Be Cancelled On Feb 16, Says 
Pakistan Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan gov-
ernment on Wednesday said 
it will cancel the passport of 
former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif on February 16.

Sharif, 70, the Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) supre-
mo, has been living in London 
since November last year after 
the Lahore High Court granted 
him permission to go abroad for 
four weeks for treatment.

The three-time former prime 
minister, who was convicted in 
two corruption cases -- Aven-
field properties and Al-Azizia 
-- was declared a proclaimed of-
fender earlier this month by the 
Islamabad High Court after he 
failed to appear before it despite 
several warnings.

"(We) will cancel Nawaz Shar-
if's passport on February 16," 
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 

Ahmed told reporters here in 
response to a query. He, how-
ever, did not provide any further 
details.

Meanwhile, Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Accountabil-
ity and Interior, Mirza Shahzad 
Akbar, said Pakistan had asked 
the British authorities to deport 
Sharif who was convicted by 
the courts.

Pakistan currently has no ex-
tradition treaty with Britain. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan in 
October had said he would con-
tact his British counterpart Bo-
ris Johnson, if needed, to discuss 
Sharif's deportation.

Sharif resigned as Pakistan 
prime minister in 2017 after the 
Supreme Court disqualified him 
from holding public office and 
ruled that graft cases be filed 
against the beleaguered leader 
and his children over the Pana-
ma Papers scandal.

Yemen: Massive Blast At Aden 
Airport Kills 25, Wounds 110

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

A large explosion struck 
the airport in the south-
ern Yemeni city of Aden, 
shortly after a plane 

carrying the newly formed Cabi-
net landed there, security offi-
cials said.

At least 25 people were killed 
and 110 wounded in the blast.

Yemen's internationally rec-
ognised government said Iran-
backed Houthi rebels fired four 
ballistic missiles at the airport.

Rebel officials did not answer 
phone calls from The Associated 
Press seeking comment.

No one on the government 
plane was hurt.

The officials later reported an-
other explosion close to a palace 
in the city where the Cabinet 
members were transferred fol-
lowing the airport attack.

The Saudi-led coalition later 
shot down a bomb-laden drone 
that attempted to target the pal-
ace, according to Saudi-owned 
Al-Arabiya TV channel.

The Cabinet reshuffle was 
seen as a major step toward 
closing a dangerous rift between 
the government of embattled 
Yemeni President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi, and southern 
separatists backed by the United 
Arab Emirates.

Hadi's government and the 
separatists are nominal allies 
in Yemen's years-long civil war 
that pits the Saudi-led, US-
backed military coalition against 
the Houthis, who control most 
of northern Yemen as well as the 
country's capital, Sanaa.

AP footage from the scene at the 
airport showed members of the 
government delegation disembark-

ing as the blast shook the grounds.
Many ministers rushed back 

inside the plane or ran down the 
stairs, seeking shelter.

Thick smoke rose into the air 
from near the terminal building.

Officials at the scene said they 
saw bodies lying on the tarmac 
and elsewhere at the airport.

Yemeni Communication Min-
ister Naguib al-Awg, who was 
on the plane, told the AP that 
he heard two explosions, sug-
gesting they were drone attacks. 
Prime Minister Maeen Abdul-
malik Saeed and the others were 
quickly whisked from the air-
port to the Mashiq Palace.

Military and security forces 
sealed off the area around the 
the palace.

"It would have been a disas-
ter if the plane was bombed," 
al-Awg said, insisting the plane 
was the target of the attack as it 
was supposed to land earlier.

Prime Minister Saeed tweeted 
that he and his Cabinet were safe 
and unhurt. He called the explo-
sions a "cowardly terrorist act" 
that was part of the war on "the 
Yemeni state and our great peo-
ple." Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Awad Bin Mubarak blamed the 
Houthis for the attacks.

His ministry said in a state-
ment later that the rebels fired 
four ballistic missiles at the 
airport, and launched drone at-
tacks at the palace, the Cabinet's 
headquarters. They did not pro-
vide evidence.

Health Minister Qasem Bu-
haibuh said in a tweet the at-
tacks at the airport killed least 25 
people and wounded 110 others, 
suggesting the death toll could 
increase further because some of 
the wounds were serious.

Tehran To Pay $150,000 To 
Every Family Of Downed 
Plane Victims

Agencies

TEHRAN: Tehran will pay $150,000 
to every family of the 176 victims 
killed when a Ukrainian passenger 
plane was mistakenly shot down 
by Iran in January, the presidency 
said on Wednesday.

Ukraine International Airlines 
Flight 752 crashed shortly after tak-
ing off from Tehran’s airport on Jan 
8, killing all 176 people on board.

Tehran admitted three days 
later that its forces had acciden-
tally shot down the Kiev-bound 
Boeing 737-800 plane after fir-
ing two missiles, amid height-
ened US-Iran tensions.

“The cabinet approved the 
provision of $150,000, or the 
equivalent in euros... for the 
families and survivors of each 
of the victims of the Ukrainian 
plane crash as soon as possible,” 
Iran’s presidency said.

“This compensation does not 
prevent the prosecution of the 
criminal element of the case 
before the competent judicial 
authority,” the statement added.

Many of those killed were Ira-
nians and Canadians, with 85 
Canadian citizens or permanent 
residents, some dual nationals.

Iran’s civil aviation authority 

has said the misalignment of an 
air defence unit’s radar system 
was the key “human error” that 
led to the plane’s downing.

Tehran’s air defences had 
been on high alert at the time 
in case the US retaliated against 
Iranian strikes hours earlier on 
American troops stationed in 
Iraq, which in turn had been in 
response to the US assassination 
of Iran’s top commander, Gen-
eral Qasem Soleimani.

Ukraine’s foreign minister said 
in July that he hoped to obtain 
as much financial compensation 
as possible in order to alleviate 
“the pain and mourning” of the 
victim’ relatives.

A Ukrainian delegation visited 
Tehran in October for talks on 
possible financial compensation.

The Iranian foreign minister 
then indicated that the negotia-
tions had focused in particular 
on “compensation for families 
and the airline”.

On Wednesday, Mohammad 
Eslami, Iran’s transport minister, 
said the final crash report would 
be “soon” made public, includ-
ing a version in English.

“The owner of the plane, 
Ukraine, and Boeing were present 
for the investigation,” Eslami said.

Agencies

PARIS: The father of British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said on Thursday he was in 
the process of applying for a French pass-
port to maintain his ties with the European 
Union after Brexit.

Stanley Johnson, a former member of the 
European Parliament who voted Remain in 
Britain's 2016 referendum, told RTL radio he 
wanted to become a French citizen because 
of strong family links to France.

"If I understand it correctly, I am French. 
My mother was born in France, her mother 
was totally French as was her grandfather. 
So for me it is about reclaiming what I al-
ready have. And that makes me very hap-
py," said the 80-year-old Johnson, who was 

speaking in French.
"I will always be a European, that's for 

sure. One cannot tell the British people: you 

are not Europeans. Having a tie with the Eu-
ropean Union is important," he added.

His son Boris was the public face of the 
Leave campaign in the 2016 referendum 
and says Britain can "prosper mightily" as 
a fully sovereign nation outside what he 
sees as an overly bureaucratic EU.

But on Wednesday the prime minister 
sounded a more concilatory note as parlia-
ment approved a new trade deal with the 
EU, saying: "This is not the end of Britain as 
a European country. We are in many ways 
the quintessential European civilisation... 
and we will continue to be that."

The United Kingdom officially leaves the 
EU's orbit on Thursday night, after an often 
strained 48-year liaison with the European 
project.

Spy Pollard Gets Hero’s Welcome In Israel"I Am French", Says Boris Johnson's Father, 
Applying For Citizenship JERUSALEM: Jonathan Pol-

lard, an American jailed in 
the United States in 1985 for 
spying for Israel, landed in 
the Jewish state on Wednes-
day to a hero’s welcome led 
by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

Pollard, 66, served 30 years 
in prison for passing on clas-
sified documents when he 
served as a US Navy intelli-
gence analyst, and had been 
confined to the United States 
under his parole terms since 
his 2015 release.

After years of Israeli lobbying 
to allow Pollard, a Jewish Amer-
ican, to leave, the US Justice De-
partment removed the terms 

and conditions last month.
Pollard and his wife Esther 

arrived in Israel before dawn 
and were seen walking off a 
plane towards a waiting Netan-
yahu, who raised his hand in 
welcome, in a video distributed 
by the prime minister’s office.

Pollard, with a kippa skull-

cap and a long white beard, 
then removed his face mask, 
got down on his hands and 
knees and kissed the ground, 
with Esther following suit.

Netanyahu and Pollard said 
traditional Jewish blessings 
before the premier handed an 
Israeli identity card to the old 

spy, who was granted citizen-
ship in 1995.

“You’re home,” the Israeli 
premier told the two.

‘Ecstatic to be home’
Pollard’s arrival was widely 

celebrated, with President Re-
uven Rivlin and other politi-
cians sending welcome tweets.

The authority in charge of 
Ben Gurion airport, near Tel 
Aviv, released a recording of 
the pilot requesting permis-
sion to land.

The Pollards flew in on a 
private jet owned by Jewish-
American casino magnate 
Sheldon Adelson, which 
touched down just before 3am, 
said journalist Itay Blumental.
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Court Road FC Pays 
Tributes To Fayaz Bhat
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: Court Road Football 
Club on Tuesday held a meeting to 
discuss the future strategy of the 
new football team. 

The club also paid rich tributes to 
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, ex-player cum 
manager, who passed away recently. 

They said that the deceased was 
a player par excellence with a vast 
experience.

While recalling his qualities and 
contribution, the club said the de-
ceased was known for his sincerity, 
nobleness and trustworthiness. 

The club also condoled the de-
mise of the cousin of Chairman 
Jan Mohammed. They offered their 
condolences and solidarity with 

the bereaved families. The club 
prayed to Almighty Allah to grant 
deceased persons the highest place 
in Paradise.

J&K Team For Syed Mushtaq Ali 
T-20 Tournament Announced
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Cricket Association 
(JKCA) has announced the 
20-member squad that will par-
ticipate in the Syed Mushtaq Ali 
T-20 Tournament, which begins 
January 10 in Bangalore.

The team will be captained 
by star cricketer Parvez Rasool 
with Shubam Khajuria as 
vice-captain. 

The 20 man squad also includes 
left arm spinner Dorjey Kalyan, 
a cricketer from Leh region of 
Ladakh. Making him the first ever 
cricketer from Leh to play for J&K’s 
senior cricket team.

The team includes: Parvez 

Rasool (C), Shubham Khajuria (VC), 
Suryansh Raina (WK), Qamran 

Iqbal, Jiyaad Nazir Magrey, Abdul 
Samad, Usman Pandit, Henan 
Malik, Puneet Kumar, Dorjey 
Kalyan, Abid Mushtaq, Amir Aziz, 

Umer Nazir, Ram Dayal, Auquib 
Nabi, Umran Malik, Mujtaba 
Yousuf, Nawaz ul Muneer (WK), 
Ahmed Omar Banday and 
Shubham Singh Pundir, while, 
Paras Sharma, Ankush Bandral, 
Vivrant Sharma, Yasir Ahmed and 
Adil Rashid have been kept on 
standby. The squad was selected 
after simultaneous trials were held 
in Jammu and Kashmir provinces.

The squad will reach Bangalore 
on January 2nd where the players 
will have to undergo a mandatory 
7-day quarantine period.

J&K will play its first match 
against Karnataka on January 10. 
Kept in an Elite Group, the J&K 
team will play all its matches in 
Bangalore.

Former Umpires Sue ECB Over 
Alleged Racial Discrimination
Press Trust of India

London: The England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) has 
been sued by former umpires 
John Holder and Ismail Dawood 
for alleged racial discrimination 
during their time in the board’s 
employment, a report said.

The duo had accused the 
ECB of insitutional racism and 
demanded an independent in-
quiry into the lack of match 
officials from ethnic minor-
ity groups in the country last 
month.

“Holder lodged his claim at 
the London central office of the 
employment tribunal two days 
before Christmas,” according to 
a report in ‘The Guardian’.

A former Hampshire crick-
eter, Holder has officiated in 
11 Tests and 19 ODIs in a career 
spanning almost three decades.

“The legal action against the 
ECB relates to his employment 
as a first class umpire between 
1983 and 2009.

“Holder was dropped from 
the ECB’s Test match list in 1991, 

a few weeks after he reported 
an incident of alleged ball-tam-
pering by an England player in a 
Test against West Indies at the 
Oval,” the report said.

Holder and former U-19 
cricketer Dawood “are seeking 
compensation and a recom-
mendation on the ECB’s future 
conduct under s.123 (3) (b) of 
the 2010 Equality Act.”

Dawood, who has played 
for Northamptonshire, 
Worcestershire, Glamorgan and 
Yorkshire but could never make 
umpiring a career after failing 
to win promotion to the panel 
following the end of his playing 
career in 2005, said that there 
were “systematic failings.”

“I was told I was going to get 
promoted one year in an ap-
praisal, it was verbal. It didn’t 
transpire,” Dawood told ‘Sky 
Sports News’.

“On six different occasions I 
was superseded in terms of get-
ting promotion. My reports and 
statistical data by various differ-
ent people who do the reports 
were all of a sound manner and 

I wasn’t given the opportuni-
ties to gain promotion, which of 
course I felt aggrieved about.

“I still don’t know why my 
career was cut short. We be-
lieve there has been systematic 
failings within, a type of bully-
ing, harassment and cronyism 
which I was involved with in 
terms of the umpiring frater-
nity, was terrible,” he added.

An ECB spokesperson, in re-
sponse said: “We are not aware 
of the detail of this claim from 
John Holder and are therefore 
unable to comment upon it. The 
ECB is absolutely committed to 
ensuring there is no place for 
discrimination, of any kind, in 
our sport.

“As with all areas of our game, 
we want our match officials to 
represent and reflect everyone 
who supports and plays cricket.

“…we have been arranging to 
meet with John Holder and oth-
ers to listen to their experiences 
so as to better inform our future 
approach to recruiting and de-
veloping umpires and match 
officials.”

ICC Test Rankings :  Kane Williamson, 
Pat Cummings Take First Positions
Press Trust of India

Dubai: India captain Virat Kohli 
held on to his second position 
while stand-in skipper Ajinkya 
Rahane broke into the top 10 af-
ter gaining five places in the latest 
ICC men’s Test batting ranking re-
leased on Thursday.

Rahane climbed to the sixth 
spot after scoring 112 and 27 
not out to inspire India’s eight-
wicket series-levelling win in the 
second Test against Australia in 
Melbourne. It is just one below 
his career-best ranking of fifth at-
tained in October last year.

Off-spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin, too, was rewarded for his 
five-wicket haul at the MCG as he 
gained two places to the seventh 
spot, while pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
rose to the ninth position.

Ravindra Jadeja, who scored 
a crucial 57 and captured three 
wickets in the second Test, re-
mained at number three but re-
duced the gap with Jason Holder 
to seven points in the all-rounder’s 
ranking. He, however, gained 11 
and four positions to reach a career 

best-equalling 36th and 14th po-
sitions in batting and bowling 
respectively.

MCG debutants Shubman Gill 
and Mohammad Siraj made no-
table entries in 76th and 77th po-
sitions in the list for batsmen and 
bowlers, respectively.

Gill scored 45 and 35 not out 
opening the innings, while Siraj 
finished with five wickets in the 
match. India’s batting mainstay 
Cheteshwar Pujara’s lack of form 
saw him lose two spots to slip to 
the 10th place.

Australia left-arm fast bowler 
Mitchell Starc’s four wickets in the 
match helped him reach a career 
best-equalling fifth position.

Matthew Wade’s scores of 30 
and 40 as opener helped him reach 
50th among batsmen from 55th, 
while Cameron Green gained 36 
slots to reach 115th position.

New Zealand captain Kane 
Williamson, meanwhile, ended 
the year at the top position after 
he dethroned Australia’s Steve 
Smith, who slipped to the third 
spot after managing scores of 0 
and 8 in the two innings at MCG.

Williamson, who had briefly 
occupied the top spot towards 
the end of 2015, was rewarded 
for his player of the match effort 
in the first Test against Pakistan 
in Tauranga, which New Zealand 
won by 101 runs.

Williamson gained 13 rating 
points for his effort of 129 and 21 
to go 11 points clear of Kohli, who 
is on paternity leave, and 13 ahead 
of Smith.

Ross Taylor (up three places 
to 14th) is another New Zealand 
batsman to move up, while 
26-year-old fast bowler Kyle 
Jamieson reached the top 30 after 
just five Tests, following his hauls 
of three for 35 and two for 35 in 
Tauranga.

For Pakistan, Fawad Alam’s val-
iant second-innings century has lift-
ed him 80 places to 102nd position 
while wicketkeeper Mohammad 
Rizwan’s scores of 71 and 60 have 
helped him advance 27 places to a 
career-best 47th position.

Left-arm fast bowler Shaheen 
Afridi has moved from 35th to 
33rd after grabbing four wickets 
in the first innings.

In Centurion, a knock of 199 
by Faf du Plessis saw him not 
only win the player of the match 
award but also gain 14 places to 
reach 21st position, one behind 
team-mate Dean Elgar, who 
too gained four spots after a 
knock of 95. Lungi Ngidi gained 
four places and is 56th among 
bowlers.

For Sri Lanka, Dinesh 
Chandimal’s knocks of 85 and 
25 have lifted him three places 
to 38th while Dhananjaya de 
Silva (up nine places to 34th) 
and Kusal Perera (up four places 
to 60th) have also made notable 
gains among batsmen. Left-arm 
fast bowler Vishwa Fernando 
has gained two slots to reach 
45th position after his three-
wicket haul.

In the ICC Test team rankings, 
New Zealand are in line to wrest 
the top spot from Australia, who 
remain fractionally ahead since 
the Test team rankings are updat-
ed only at the end of each series.

Even a draw in the second Test 
against Pakistan could see New 
Zealand take the top spot.

Real Kashmir Cup 
2020-2021: JKPDC 
XI Beats Jammu 
United FC 2-0 
Observer News Service 

Srinagar: JKPDC XI defeated 
Jammu United FC by 2 goals to nil 
on Thursday in the ongoing Real 
Kashmir Cup here at TRC Ground 
in Srinagar.

Both goals for PDC XI came in 
the second half with Sheikh Talib 
scoring the first and Imad scor-
ing the second. Sheikh Talib was 
named man of the match. 

18 Premier division teams from 
Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh and 

other states of the country have 
been competing in the knockout 
tournament since December 27. 

Real Kashmir FC has organized 
the Cup jointly with JAKFA (J&K 
Football Association), AIFF (All 
India Football Federation) and 
also in collaboration with JKSC (JK 
Sports Council). The Real Kashmir 
Cup is Jammu and Kashmir’s first-
ever, national-level football com-
petition with the organizers la-
belling the tournament as a show 
of unity, solidarity and peace.

What Makes Kashmir’s ‘Nuclear’ ....
report his case—after his parents, one 
day, reprimanded him, ‘Just avoid those 
spoiled brats and focus on your studies.’

Even his banker mother would leave 
him behind under the supervision of 
their maid. This third-person nourish-
ment badly altered the kid’s behavior 
and made him indifferent towards his 
parents with time.

“I never bothered about his behav-
iour until the Covid lockdown enforced a 
strict indoor   on us,” Khan continues to 
detail his son’s changed mannerism.

“As I could see it, my son had become 
cheerless and withdrawn. Those signs 
worried me. As someone who grew up 
in the harshest lockdown of nineties, I 
never had these issues.”

But then, unlike his kid, Khan was liv-
ing in a packed house where everyone—
his uncles, aunts and cousins—would 
share each other’s sorrows and joys.

In that amiable setup, Khan always 
had a shoulder to cry on and agency to 
share his anguish with. That empathetic 
joint family system of Kashmir has since 
then disintegrated into now normalized 
nuclear families.

“In most of these homes, children are 
left at the mercy of caretakers, as many 
working parents don’t have much time 
to attend to them,” says Salika Hameed, 
a sociology teacher from Sopore.

“Even in countryside, nuclear homes 
have multiplied now, and with them, 
the growing social seclusion has come to 
haunt children.”

In Srinagar, Malik Siraj happens to be 
an avid scholar studying the behaviour 
changes in kids. His previous findings 
make one believe that children from nu-
clear families are more vulnerable to de-
linquency, drug abuse and dependency 
personality.

“Let’s understand this fix with a simple 
example,” Siraj, an eloquent scholar, tries 
to explain the nuclear family impact on 
children. “In the name of freedom, when 
you leave your kid behind four-walls, 
it grooms him in a different manner. It 
makes him sullen, sad and sentimental. So 
freedom, in this case, comes with the fear 
of deviation and unregulated behaviour.”

But in the joint family system, the core 
family values and ethics would act as be-
havior filters, the scholar says, and groom 
children for “Do’s and Don’ts” in life.

“Contemporary Kashmir might claim to 
be progressive in life, but we are only be-
coming digital-driven cavemen in reality,” 
Siraj says with a smirk. “In the name of pri-
vacy, we are simply raising kids bereft of 
street logic and larger identity conscious-
ness. Even if many of these kids turn out 
to be sharp and smart later on, but what 
about the silent majority grappling with 
the nuclear family complexities?”

In fact, he says, raising kids by feeding 
them YouTube cartoons right from child-
hood can give parents some moments 

of respite, but this “mindless parenting” 
only makes children oblivious of the real 
world in the long run.

The immediate upshot of such ‘private 
parenting’, as Siraj calls it, is the mush-
rooming of half-baked behavioral be-
ings—who often find themselves at the 
crossroads in their careers and lives.

“On the contrary, children from joint 
families grew up as sharp and directional 
in life,” the scholar says based on his re-
search. “They may not always be pros-
pering professionals, but they mostly are 
sound personalities, street-smart and 
crisis managers.”

But, he rues, such is not the case with 
the children of nuclear families.

“They are being raised as some facto-
ry-line products, wherein thrust is given 
on their careers rather than their cultural 
values,” Siraj says. “And this is the reason 
why most of them remain oblivious of 
their roots and cultural moorings.”

Siraj’s words find resonance with the 
case of Misbah Hameed.

For most of her life, Misbah couldn’t 
know her cousins and uncles. Given her 
father’s bent for seclusion way of life, this 
commerce graduate grew up as aloof and 
geek.

“Life has always been about books and 
grades,” Misbah, an introvert girl, says. 
“After living a withdrawn life from my 
large clan, I’m not able to relate with my 
aunts and cousins now, especially during 
those special family occasions.”

Such cases don’t surprise someone 
like Mohsin Mehraj, who’s doing his re-
search on the impact of nuclear families 
in Kashmiri society.

“Most of the kids from these fami-
lies don’t relate with the larger society,” 
Mehraj says. “They live in a manicured 
setup where their worldview is shaped 
through a selective caretaking and 
grooming process.”

To further understand the impact of 
such family setups on Kashmiri children, 
I met Saima Mufti, a social-care profes-
sional working on the child and women 
welfare issues.

“The celebrated hospitality trait in 
Kashmiris was there for a reason,” Mufti 
told me in her Srinagar office.

“Most of us would watch each other’s 
back in the joint family. We always had 
someone to counsel and correct us. This 
would create a compassionate ecosystem 
in our homes.

“But now, we don’t have many people 
to rely on in the nuclear families fighting 
their own demons today. I think that’s 
the reason why sense of care and com-
passion is faltering today.”

Even scholars and sociologists say that 
joint Kashmiri families were more resil-
ient.

“Many big families in Kashmir take 
pride in the fact that they could exist due 
to joint family culture during the harsh-

est periods of persecution, poverty and 
plagues,” Irtiza Amin, a sociology lecturer 
from Anantnag, says.

“Besides grooming young lots for tack-
ling the emergency situations in their 
homeland, these joint families would 
serve as the primary learning centres for 
our kids.”

In her research papers published in 
many Indian journals, Amin has adopted 
the chronological phases of family re-
search in Kashmir as the mode of pre-
sentation. She attributes fast disintegra-
tion of the social setup in Kashmir to the 
blind pursuit for nuclear families in the 
name of “seeking privacy and staying 
away from the so-called prying eyes in 
the joint setups”.

But unlike the larger Indian society, 
where family plurality has been an es-
sential feature, Kashmiri, she argues, had 
a strong sense of shared family values.

“For the region infested with the for-
eign domination throughout its history, 
the natives had a strong sense of togeth-
erness,” Amin says.

“So, in a way, Kashmiri households 
were the mini-resilient fronts against the 
enforced offensive in their backyard from 
time to time.”

While much of that shared spirit has 
waned now, many don’t seem to com-
plain as they call it the need of the hour.

When Hilal Dagga started living with his 
wife and two children in a separate house 
in Srinagar’s Habak area some decade back, 
he says, he finally breathed easy.

Before that, he had lived forty years of 
his life in his ancestral house shared by 
his three other siblings along with their 
own families.

“In think there comes a time when 
even cavemen move out of their cave 
in search of a better space and shelter,” 
Dagga, a government official, says. “And I 
don’t think it creates any different in chil-
dren’s lives and mindsets. Change has to 
happen and that’s how we grow in life.”

Seconding Dagga, Rifat Altaf argues that 
nuclear families are better childcare units.

“There aren’t much hassles and in-
terventions in nuclear families,” Rifat, a 
nurse by profession, says.“Children from 
such families are more focused, ambi-
tious and practical. Had it been such 
a problematic thing to have a nuclear 
family setup, then westerners wouldn’t 
have let their children to live their own 
lives after they turn 18. This practical ap-
proach of life is the reason why they’re 
progressing in every sphere of life.”

But then, many say, such societies 
have their own depravities and under-
bellies, too. Among them is Mushtaq 
Khan, the cloth merchant of Hyderpora.

“This Covid lockdown might have cre-
ated havoc in the world, but for me, it 
has come as a blessing in disguise,” Khan 
says. “It has made me better father, who’s 
aware of his child’s needs today.”
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