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“it’s always about 
timing. if it’s too soon, no 

one understands. if it’s too 
late, everyone’s forgotten.”

—Anna Wintour

Maximum : 8O
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Eating an avocado daily 
kEEps gut hEalthy: study

Why arE kashmiri 
politicians dEnying 
intErviEWs to local 
Journalists?
Journalists claim that PAGD 
leaders do not want to face 
local journalists ...

Avocados are a healthy food that is rich 
in dietary fibre and monounsaturated 
fat which impacts the microbes in ...

Asia-Pacific has faced a record number of 
climate-related disasters in 2020 ...

P7world life & TimesP4 P10

rEcord climatE disastErs 
in asia-pacific push millions 
to ‘BrEaking point’ Th

in
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political Worker 
shot at In rajouri
Jammu: A political worker was 
shot at and injured by unknown 
gunmen in Rajouri district over-
night, reports said Wednesday.

They said 36-year-old 
Ranjit Singh son of Prem Singh, 
reportedly a worker of Apni 
Party headed by Altaf Bukhari, 
was fired upon by unidentified 
gunmen outside his residence 
at Draj village of Kotranka, local 
news agency GNS reported.

The injured man was imme-
diately removed to community 
health centre (CHC) Kandi for 
treatment.

LG pays tribute 
to 1971 Warriors
JAmmu: Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday 
paid tribute to the soldiers who 
laid down their lives for the na-
tion during the 1971 war.

In his message, the LG said- 
“On Vijay Diwas, let us remem-
ber the valour of our soldiers and 
their unwavering commitment to 
defend India’s sovereignty and 
protect human dignity”.

“We are eternally indebted 
to our brave soldiers for their 
courage and selfless service to 
the nation for protecting our 
frontiers from the enemies and 
maintaining peace in the coun-
try,” he added.

Leopard caught 
after Injuring Man
SrinAgAr: The officials of 
the wildlife department on 
Wednesday caught a leopard 
in Tangmarg area of Baramulla 
district after the beast attacked 
and injured a villager.

Mohammad Ramzan Ganie 
was attacked and injured by a 
leopard when the villagers in 
Marispora tried to corner him 
on Wednesday morning, reports 
said. 

suspected Militant 
arrested In pulwama
SrinAgAr: Police on Wednes-
day arrested a suspected 
militant from south Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district.

The government forces 
intercepted a three-wheeler 
in Malikpora area of Pulwama 
on Tuesday night and during 
searches recovered an AK-47 
rifle and a magazine from it, 
news agency KDC reported 
Wednesday. 

The report further said that 
the auto driver identified as Mu-
dasir Ahmad was detained and 
quizzed over the recovery.
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Kashmir:
40.1%

Jammu: 
71.9%

Jammu: The seventh phase of district 
development council (DDC) elec-
tions held across 31 constituencies 
in Jammu and Kashmir, recorded 
57.22 per cent voter turnout, the State 
Election Commissioner (SEC), K K 
Sharma said Wednesday.

Addressing a press conference here, 
the SEC said that polling was by and 
large peaceful in the poll going 31 
constituencies of DDC including 13 in 
Kashmir division and 18 in Jammu di-
vision that witnessed 57.22 per cent of 

polling. He said that voting was held 
in 1852 polling stations including 1068 
from Kashmir division and 784 from 
Jammu division.

“Jammu division recorded an av-
erage voter turnout of 71.93% with 
Poonch district recording the high-
est percentage of 80.12% followed by 
Reasi district with 76.75% and 75.63% 
voting recorded in Udhampur district. 
The lowest turnout in Jammu division 
was in Doda district which recorded 
58.82%,” Sharma said.

“The Kashmir Division recorded 
39.52% average voter turnout with 
Bandipora district recording the highest 
polling at 70.47% followed by Baramulla 
with 59.53% and Kupwara district re-
corded 59.23% polling,” he added.

Giving district wise details, the SEC 
informed that in Kashmir Division the 
polling percentage recorded in Budgam 
was 45.11%, Ganderbal 53.69%, Anantnag 
22.46, Kulgam 17.98%, Pulwama 11.06% 
and 6.55% polling was registered in 
Shopian.

6 Employees suspended 
over Booth ‘capturing’
Srinagar: At least six government 
employees were suspended in Poonch 
district of Jammu region over allegations 
of capturing booth and manhandling of 
Congress party candidate during the sev-
enth phase of polls Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner Poonch, who is 
also District Panchayat Election Officer, 
ordered suspension of the six employees 
accused of “booth capturing, tamper-
ing of votes and manhandling of INC 
candidate during today’s DDC elections 
in Mendhar area of the district. 

57 % polling In phase-7

Jammu 68.7 %

Rajouri 76.2 %

Poonch 80.1 %

Doda 58.8 %

Kathua 73 %

Ramban 67.7 %

Reasi 76.2 %

Samba 74.4 %

Udhampur 75.6%

Kishtwar 70%
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pak army shells 
forward posts 
along Loc
Jammu: The Pakistan army violat-
ed ceasefire by resorting to heavy 
firing and mortar shelling along 
the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Rajouri district on Wednesday, 
prompting retaliation by Indian 
troops, officials said.

At about 1800 hours, the Pakistan 
army initiated unprovoked ceasefire 
violation by firing with small arms 
and intense shelling with mortars 
along the LoC in Nowshera sector in 
Rajouri district, a defence spokes-
man said.

He said the Indian Army retali-
ated befittingly.

The Line of Control (LoC) has 
witnessed heavy and intense fir-
ing and shelling in the last few 
months resulting in several casual-
ties and triggering fear psychosis 
among the people living along the 
India-Pakistan border in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

On December 1, the Pakistan 
army restored to unprovoked cease-
fire violation by shelling Rajouri 
sector in which BSF Sub Inspector 
Paotinsat Guite died.

Two Army jawans Prem Bahadur 
Khatri and Sukhbir Singh were 
killed when Pakistani troops vio-
lated ceasefire along the LoC in 
Sunderbani sector on November 27.

srinagar records 
season’s coldest 
Night 
SRInagaR: The summer capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir, experienced the coldest night of the 
season on Wednesday as the valley reeled under 
cold conditions with the mercury plummeting 
several degrees below the freezing point owing 
to a clear sky, meT officials said.

All the weather stations in the valley recorded 
the sub-zero night temperature owing to the clear 
sky and the minimum temperature settled several 
degrees below the normal for this part of the sea-
son, they said.

The officials said Srinagar recorded a low of mi-
nus 4.8 degrees Celsius, down from the previous 
night’s minus 3.2 degrees Celsius. The minimum 
temperature was about four degrees below the 
normal for this part of the season.

This was the coldest night of the season so far in 
the city, they added.

The mercury in Gulmarg, the famous ski-resort 
in north Kashmir, settled at a low of minus 11.0 de-
grees Celsius which is about seven degrees below 
the normal for this time of the season, the officials 
said. The resort was the coldest recorded place in 
the union territory.

avalanche Blocks 
srinagar- Leh highway
SRINAGAR: The Srinagar-Leh Highway was once 
again closed for vehicular traffic on Wednesday, 
hours after the strategic road was thrown open 
after remaining shut for over a week following 
snowfall.  More On P8
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rs 223 cr Fraud
hc Grants Bail to Ex-chairman 
J&K cooperative Bank 
SRInagaR: The Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court Wednesday granted bail to 
Mohammad Shafi Dar, ex-Chairman of J&K 
State Co-operative Bank Ltd in the Rs. 223 
crore loan scam.

Dar was represented by Advocate 
Tasaduk Khwaja who was assisted by 
Faizan Nazir while Bashir Ahmed Dar 
Sr. AAG appeared on behalf of the Union 
Territory of J&K.

A single-judge bench comprising Justice 
Sindhu Sharma noted the fact that the 
money taken from the bank was paid to the 
owners of land, who executed a power of 
attorney in favour of the Chairman of the 
Jhelum Co-operative Society.

The High Court further noted that the 
investigation in the matter was complete 
in respect of Dar, including the filing of the 

charge sheet and supplementary charge 
sheet, and accordingly, the custody of Dar 
was not required.

The High Court has granted the bail 
subject to the furnishing of a personal 
bond as well as a surety bond to the tune 
of Rs. 50,000 each to the satisfaction of 
the Registrar Judicial of the High Court of 
Jammu & Kashmir at Srinagar.

While granting the bail, the court has im-
posed certain conditions also. He has been 
asked to cooperate with the investigation as 
and when required, not hamper or tamper 
with the prosecution witnesses or evidence 
and that he will appear before the Trial Court 
on each and every date of hearing unless ex-
empted by the Court concerned and that he 
shall not leave the territorial jurisdiction of 
this Court without prior permission.

Aftershocks Of Anaesthesia

hospital details comatose Girl’s trauma

SRInagaR: A day after carrying their 
comatose 14-month-old daughter 
on their arms for seeking justice in 
Srinagar’s Press Enclave in full media 
glare, the accused ASG hospital coun-
tered the claims of the family.

On Tuesday, Zikra Farooq was nei-
ther moving, nor able to see when her 
mother,Soliyah, longed to hear a word 
from her.

“My daughter is not able to walk or 
move her arms,” Soliyah lamented. 
“She is the victim of medical negligence 
which damaged her brain at a private 
hospital in Srinagar.”

ObSERvER nEWS SERvICE 
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5 More covid-19 deaths 
In J&K, 332 New cases
SRInagaR: At least five more people suc-
cumbed to coronavirus in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, taking the number 
of fatalities since the outbreak of pandemic 
in the Union Territory to 1817.

Among the victims, officials said, 
four belonged to Jammu and one to 
Kashmir Valley—a 73-year-old man from 
Munawarabad Srinagar. Among those who 
succumbed to the virus in Jammu region 
include three from the J&K’s winter capital 
and one from Reasi district, they said.

With these deaths, the total fatal-
ity count in J&K reached 1817—1157 in the 

Valley and 660 in the Jammu region.
Srinagar district with 437 deaths 

tops the list followed by Jammu (336), 
Baramulla (169), Budgam (105), Pulwama 
(88), Kupwara (88), Anantnag (82), Doda 
(60), Bandipora (57), Udhampur (54), 
Kulgam (53), Rajouri (53), Kathua (47), 
Ganderbal (41), Shopian (37), Samba (34), 
Poonch (22), Ramban (21), Kishtwar(21), 
and Reasi (12).

Meanwhile, 332 fresh cases of Covid-19 
were detected in the Union Territory dur-
ing the last 24 hours, taking the total num-
ber of cases in J&K to 116932.

Budgam 45 %

Kupwara 60.3 %

Baramulla 61.9 %

Bandipora 71.6 %

Ganderbal 53.7%

Anantnag 23.3 %

Shopian 6.6 %

Pulwama 11 %
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