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“You cannot teach 
a man anything, you 

can only help him find it 
within himself.”
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Heart disease now killing more 
people than ever before: WHO

DDC Polls

Disowning Our 
women -Again
When it comes to feeling 
collectively enraged 
on the issues of sexual 
assault and violence 
against women ...

Heart disease, which has remained the leading 
cause of death at the global level for the last 20 
years, is now killing more people than ever ...
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Launch surgical strike 
on China, Pak if they’re 
behind farmers’ stir: 
Sanjay RautEd
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Misfire Injures
Cop In Sopore
Srinagar: A Jammu and 
Kashmir Police constable 
posted on security duty 
outside a polling station in 
Tujjar Shareif area of Sopore 
in north Kashmir was injured 
on Thursday after his service 
weapon accidentally went off, 
officials said.

Constable Ashraf sustained 
an injury in his foot after his 
service weapon accidentally 
went off outside the polling 
station for the District Devel-
opment Council elections, the 
police officials said. He was 
taken to SKIMS hospital here 
for treatment, they said.

Grenade Hurled 
On CRPF Camp
Srinagar: Suspected militants 
on Thursday lobbed a grenade 
towards a CRPF camp located 
in Nehama area of South Kash-
mir’s Kulgam district.

Unidentified militants 
lobbed a grenade on the 
CRPF camp of 18 Battalion 
in Nehama, however, no loss 
of life or injury was reported 
in the incident, local news 
agency KNO reported while 
quoting a senior police officer.
The report said that soon 
after the attack, the area 
was cordoned off to nab the 
attackers.

Jaish Militant 
Held In Budgam: 
Police
Srinagar: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police arrested a 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
militant in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam district, officials said.

Tariq Ahmad Bhat was ar-
rested during a ‘naka’ check-
ing late on in Goripora area 
of Budgam  on Wednesday 
night, the police officials said.

They said a pistol and some 
incriminating material were 
recovered from his possession.

Bhat had reportedly joined 
militant ranks in September 
this year.

Drone Movement 
Seen Along IB: BSF
Jammu: A drone was spotted 
flying over the International 
Border (IB) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s R S Pura sector, BSF 
officials said on Thursday.

Alert BSF troops guarding 
the IB at a border outpost 
fired on the drone Wednes-
day night, forcing it to return 
back, the officials said.

On November 29, security 
forces deployed on the Inter-
national Border (IB) with Paki-
stan spotted a drone in Arnia 
sector of Jammu district.

On November 21, drone 
movement was noticed in 
Mendhar sector along the 
Line of Control (LoC) amid a 
surge in ceasefire violations 
by the Pakistani Army, ac-
cording to sources.

Two drones were spotted 
and crossed the IB in Samba 
sector on November 20.

On June 20, a Pakistani 
drone loaded with a sophis-
ticated rifle and seven gre-
nades was shot down by the 
Border Security Force along 
the International Border in 
Kathua district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said.

Before Covid changed the pulse of 
life in the valley, Mohammad Ashraf 
Wani was busy organizing psychiatric 
counseling sessions for pellet survivors 
of Kashmir grappling with the post-
traumatic stress disorder.

These sessions helped these survi-
vors to read just among the normal 
working class without calling them-
selves “victims”.

“To organise these sessions, our 
Pellet Victims Welfare Trust (PVWT) 
would collect funds from public during 

Friday congregational prayers,” Wani, 
himself a pellet survivor, said.

“But after Covid, neither we could col-
lect funds nor organise counselling ses-
sions for our distressed pellet brethren.”

Begining of the Trust
It was five months after he suffered 

a pellet barrage on his body including 
in his eyes that Wani was provoked to 
change his tribe’s traumatic lives.

“I remember it was March 2017,” 
the 24-year-old pellet survivor from 
Rahmoo Pulwama said.“Before walk-
ing inside the SMHS Hospital’s Patient-
Centred Care Room that day, I saw 
familiar and friendly faces of six pellet 

survivors waiting for their turn.”
They were anxious, their bodies 

were shaking bodies, Wani, wearing 
black glasses, face mask, and mint 
green Khan dress, recalled.

“Their plight set me thinking,” he 
continued.“We were strangers, yet a 
family sharing the same torment.”

After his fifteen-minute-long 
consultation, Wani stepped out 
of the room and saw all the six 

obscure-looking faces gone. He 
couldn’t make sense of their sudden 
disappearance.

“Later that evening,” Wani re-
counted, “I received a call. And what 
I learned shook me. Those six pellet 
survivors were planning a mass suicide 
in Srinagar that day!”

Wani was told that the financial cri-
sis, societal indifference, family pres-
sure, and the mental constraints had 
coerced those six eldest sonsof their 
families towards that extreme step.

On his part, Wani had nothing to of-
fer except his consoling 

Covid Ending ‘Trust’ Of Dark Eyes In Kashmir

Before injury, my financially-weak family was 
dreaming to see me a KAS officer one day”  More On P2

Zaid Bin Shabir

M. Ashaf Wani (R) with Pellet Victim

51% Turnout 
Recorded In 5th 
Phase: SEC
Jammu: The fifth phase of District 
Development Council (DDC) elec-
tions held across 37 constituencies 
in Jammu and Kashmir recorded 
over 51 percent voter turnout, 
State Election Commissioner (SEC), 
K K Sharma said Thursday.

Talking to media persons here 
after the voting ended, Sharma said 
that polling was peaceful and people 
participated enthusiastically despite 

severe cold conditions in Kashmir 
division and some hilly areas of 
Jammu division. He said polling was 
peaceful in the 37 constituencies of 
DDC including 17 in Kashmir divi-
sion and 20 in Jammu division and 
the turnout was recorded 51.20 
percent.

He also said that polling was held 
in 2104 polling stations including 
1190 from Kashmir 

Srinagar: The neutrality of au-
thorities in the district develop-
ment council elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir has come under 
sharp criticism on Thursday from 
the PAGD leaders, who alleged 
that the administration was help-
ing the BJP.

The accusations stemmed from 
several incidents late on Wednesday 
and on Thursday -- including the re-
ported beating up of three journal-
ists in south Kashmir while covering 

the polls, detention of a Congress 
leader’s relative in Uri and a cordon-
and-search operation by the Army 
in Shopian, allegedly to stop people 
from voting.

The People’s Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration (PAGD) is an alliance of 
several mainstream political par-
ties, including National Conference, 
the PDP, People’s Conference and the 
CPI(M), which are contesting the DDC 
polls together in order to keep the BJP 
and its allies out.

Authorities ‘Helping’ BJP: PAGD

Take Call On Review Pleas 
On Dec 21: SC Tells J&K HC

8 More Covid-19 
Deaths In J&K, 
366 New Cases
Srinagar: At least eight more 
people died of coronavirus in 
Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday 
while 366 fresh cases of Covid-19, 
including seven BSF personnel 
were detected across the Union 
Territory during the last 24 hours, 
officials said.

Among the victims, five were res-
idents of Kashmir Valley and three 
others from Jammu division, taking 
the total number of fatalities since 
the outbreak of pandemic in J&K to 
1775, they said. In Valley, the five 
victims included a 75-year-old man 
from Awantipora, a 70-year-old 
man from Budgam, a 75-year-old 
man from Anantnag, a 70-year old 
man from Zakura , and an 80-year-
old woman from Hawal here.

Regarding the deaths from 
Jammu, officials said, two were re-
ported from the winter capital of 
the J&K and one 

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday asked the 
Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court to decide on December 
21 the pleas seeking review 
of its verdict scrapping the 
Roshni Act which conferred 
proprietary rights to occu-
pants of State land.

A bench headed by Justice 
N V Ramana considered the 
oral assurance of Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, who 
appeared for the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration, that 
no coercive action will be 
taken against those petition-
ers who have approached the 
top court in the matter as they 
are not “land grabbers or un-
authorised people”.

The bench, also compris-
ing justices Surya Kant and 
Aniruddha Bose, said that 

it will hear in January last 
week the appeals filed before 
it challenging the October 9 
verdict of the high court.

Mehta apprised the apex 
court that the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir has 
already filed a review petition 
in the high court and said that 
the authority is “not against 
bonafide and common people 
who are not land grabbers”.

The bench said that pen-
dency of appeals before the 
apex court would not come 
in the way of the high court in 
deciding the review petitions 
pending there.

The Jammu and Kashmir 

High Court had on October 9 
declared the Roshni Act “il-
legal, unconstitutional and 
unsustainable”, and ordered 
a CBI probe into the allotment 
of land under this law.

The Roshni Act was enacted 
in 2001 with the twin objec-
tive of generating resources 
for financing power projects 
and conferment of propri-
etary rights to the occupants 
of State land.

During the hearing con-
ducted through video-con-
ferencing, the apex court 
said that to avoid conflict-
ing orders, the petitioners 
should go to the high court 
for review.

“All petitioners should ap-
proach the review bench and 
all of them should be heard 
by the high  More On P2  More On P2

Hajj-2021

Last Date For 
Submitting 
Forms Jan 10
Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Hajj Committee on Thursday an-
nounced extension in the last date 
of submitting application forms for 
Hajj-2021 till January next year.

As per a notification issued 
here, the Executive Officer, J&K Haj 
Committee has hereby informed 
the intending Haj pilgrims that in 
pursuance of Circular issued by Haj 
Committee of India, the last date 
for Submission of Haj Application 
Forms is hereby extended upto10th 
January, 2021, an official spokesper-
son said.

He said that the notification fur-
ther informs that the applicants 
possessing machine readable valid 
Indian International Passports is-
sued on or before 10th January, 
2021 and valid up to 10th January, 
2022 will be eligible to apply for 
Haj – 2021.

3 Reporters Covering DCC
Polls ‘Beaten’ By Cops

Kashmir Braces For 
Another Snow Spell

Srinagar: Three journalists were 
allegedly thrashed by police per-
sonnel while they were covering 
the District Development Council 
(DDC) polls in Anantnag district of 
Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday.

Fayaz Lolu, Mudasir Qadri and 
Junaid Rafiq also claimed that 
their equipment was seized by 
the policemen who took them to 
a police post after physically as-
saulting them.

KEG Concerned At Recurrent 
Attacks On Media Persons
Srinagar: Kashmir Editors Guild (KEG) has expressed its serious concern over the 
use of force against three freelance reporters, contributing to three TV channels, while 
covering the DDC polls in Anantnag. Three TV freelancers Fayaz Lolu (ETV Bharat) 
Mudasir Qadri (News 18 Urdu) and Junaid Rafiq (TV 9) alleged that they were beaten 
in Srigufwara in presence of the SSP. They said their equipment was 

KPC Condemns Assault
Srinagar: The Kashmir Press Club (KPC) has 
condemned the thrashing of three freelance 
journalists, who work as stringers for various 
news organisations, by the police in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district on Thursday.

According to a statement, the KPC said 
that the incident happened when these 
individuals were covering the 

Srinagar: The minimum temperature 
across Kashmir, except in the famous ski-
resort of Gulmarg, remained above the 
freezing point on Thursday even as the 
valley is bracing up for another wet spell 
from Friday.

At minus 5.4 degrees Celsius, Gulmarg 
in north Kashmir was the only place in 
the valley which recorded sub-zero min-
imum temperature on Thursday, Met of-
ficials said.

They said all the remaining weather sta-
tions in the valley, including Pahalgam, 

recorded the minimum temperature above 
the freezing point. The night temperature 
in Srinagar settled at a low of 3.9 degrees 
Celsius, the officials said.

The night temperature across the val-
ley was above the normal for this part of 
the season, they said. The Met office has 
forecast widespread moderate rain and 
snow at isolated places.

The rain and snow is likely to continue 
for two days after which the weather 
is likely to remain mainly dry for a few 
days, the officials said. (PTI)

Srinagar: A senior judge here has com-
plained that an attempt to influence him 
was allegedly made on behalf of a high court 
judge in a matter of a bail application, fol-
lowing which he expressed his inability to 
hear the case.

In a written order, Srinagar Principal 
Sessions Judge Abdul Rashid Malik alleged 
that the secretary to a judge of the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court had telephoned 
him to convey the directions of the judge to 
make sure that no bail was granted to an ac-
cused, who had been arrested in a serious 
criminal case.

Malik, thereafter, expressed his “inabil-
ity to hear the matter” and said in an order 
dated December 7 that “this application is 
submitted to learned Registrar Judicial, High 
Court of Jammu and Kashmir with the re-
quest that the same may be placed before 

Hon’ble the Chief Justice as the matter in-
volves the liberty of the person”.

The matter was heard by the registrar of 
the high court who directed the second dis-
trict and sessions judge to hear the bail ap-
plication, a state law officer said.

He added that the accused was granted 
bail in the matter on Wednesday. (PTI)

Shopian 
Lawyer Held 
For ‘Ferrying 
Militants’
Srinagar: Police on Thursday ar-
rested an advocate and slapped him 
with unlawful activities preven-
tion act (UAPA) for allegedly ferry-
ing militants in Shopian district of 
south Kashmir.

Gowhar Ahmed Wani of 
Imamsahab Shopian, who was al-
legedly held while ferrying mili-
tants on December 7, was arrested 
and booked under UAPA, news 
agency GNS quoted an unnamed 
police officer as saying.

Quoting sources, the report said 
that forces had inputs that militants 
were traveling in a car and when 44 
RR of Army intercepted it at Baba 
Khader Rampura 
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Judge Alleges Influence 
In Bail Application Case
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8 More Covid-19 ...
With these deaths, the total fatality count 

in the Valley has reached 1141 and 634 in 
the Jammu region. Srinagar district with 
430 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu 
(320), Baramulla (165), Budgam (105), 
Pulwama (87), Kupwara (87), Anantnag 
(82), Doda (58), Bandipora (56), Udhampur 
(53), Kulgam (52), Rajouri (50), Kathua (44), 
Ganderbal (40), Shopian (37), Samba (34), 
Poonch (22), Ramban (21), Kishtwar(20), and 
Reasi (11).

Meanwhile, the Union Territory reported 
366 new cases of Covid-19 on Thursday, in-
cluding seven BSF men, taking the total num-
ber of infected people across J&K to 114773

Giving district wise details, the officials 
said, Srinagar reported 63 cases, Baramulla 
29, Budgam 28, Kupwara 20, Pulwama 19, 
Anantnag 11, Bandipora 11, Ganderbal 8, 
Kulgam 5, Shopian 2, Jammu 99, Udhampur 
12, Rajouri 15, Doda 10, Kathua 6, Kishtwar 
9, Samba 7, Poonch 1, Ramban 6 and Reasi 5.

Moreover, 526 more patients have recov-
ered and discharged from various hospitals 
including 331 from Jammu Division and 195 
from Kashmir Division  (With GNS inputs)

Take Call On ...
court. We will direct accordingly,” the bench 
observed.

Mehta said that Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has made it clear that encroach-
ers and land grabbers cannot claim to be ex-
empted from the high court order.

“Land grabbers cannot be spared and si-
multaneously, the lawful owners have to be 
saved,” he told the bench.

At the outset, senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, appearing for one of the petition-
ers, told the bench that the high court “was 
wrong in scrapping the Act” and a number of 
Roshni Act beneficiaries have not even been 
heard by the high court.

“Are you aware that some reviews pe-
titions are pending in the high court and 
some of them have been protected there,” 
the bench said. The solicitor general sought 
one-week time from the bench to respond to 
the appeals.

“The high court has listed the reviews pe-
titions on December 21. And status quo ante 
has been restored by the high and then the 
high court has listed the review petitions,” 
the bench said, asking “how can two parallel 
proceedings be conducted?”

“The high court is seized of the review pe-
titions,” it said.

The apex court observed that the Union 
Territory’s administration has also filed a re-
view petition and it has divided land owners 
in two categories -- illegal encroachers and 
real owners.

Rohatgi told the bench that the “idea be-
hind this appeal was not to throw out the 
lawful owners from the possession of land”.

Senior advocate Arvind Datar, appearing 
for one of the petitioners, said the verdict 
does not talk about the authorised owners.

Senior advocate Kailsah Vasudev, repre-
senting another petitioner, said that the re-
view is limited to a few people and the apex 
court should keep this matter in abeyance 
and “let the review be decided there”.

“We are directing the high court to take 
up the review petitions pending there,” the 
bench said.

The top court, while saying that it would 
list the matter in January, told Mehta that till 
such time there should be no coercive action.

“I am before the lordships and no coercive 
action will be taken,” Mehta said while re-
questing that no order to this effect be passed.

“Any such order will create confusion,” he 
said, adding that “kindly have it (hear the 
matter) on Monday”.

“I will take instructions. Have it on 
Monday and I will place the factual position,” 
Mehta said.

Rohatgi said, “The statement of the solici-
tor general is good enough for me”.

The apex court, however, said it will hear 
the matter in the last week of January.

On December 7, the high court had ad-
journed till next week the hearing on a peti-
tion filed by the administration seeking a re-
view of its earlier order scrapping the Roshni 
Act in totality.

The petition, filed by Special Secretary in 
Revenue department Nazir Ahmad Thakur 
on December 4 for modification of the nearly 
two-month-old judgment, has pleaded that 
a large number of common people would 
suffer unintentionally including landless cul-
tivators and individuals who are themselves 
residing in dwellings on small areas.

It has said there was a need to distin-
guish between the common people and the 
wealthy land grabbers among the beneficia-
ries, and favoured that landless labourers or 
those with one house in personal use be al-
lowed to keep the allotted land.

The Roshni Act initially envisaged confer-
ment of proprietary rights of around 20.55 
lakh kanals (102750 hectares) to the occu-
pants of which only 15.85 percent land was 
approved for vesting of ownership rights.

Shopian Lawyer ...
Chowk in Trenz area on December 7, the 
militants escaped and left vehicle near 
Pargachoo.

They said that Gowhar had jumped out 
of the vehicle when the car was intercepted 
and had said that he was a victim. Gowhar 
was later questioned and was formally ar-
rested today, they added.

51% Turnout ...
“Jammu division recorded an average vot-

er turnout of 66.67 per cent with Poonch 
District recording the highest percentage of 
71.62 per cent followed by Doda district with 
70.95 per cent and 70.83 per cent voting re-
corded in Rajouri district. The lowest turnout 
in Jammu division was in Jammu district 
which recorded 60.24 per cent,” the SEC said.

“Kashmir Division recorded 33.57 per cent 
average voter turnout with Bandipora dis-
trict recording the highest polling at 56.40 
per cent followed by Kupwara District at 
52.35 per cent and Budgam with around 
45.65 per cent polling,” he added.

Giving district wise details, SEC said that 
in Kashmir Division the polling percentage 
recorded in Ganderbal was 37.47 per cent, 
Baramulla 44.31 per cent, Anantnag 21.89 
per cent, Kulgam 26.94 per cent, Pulwama 
8.12 per cent and 5.52 per cent polling was 
registered in Shopian.

“Similarly, in Jammu division poll percent-
age of 64.71 per cent was recorded in Samba, 
69.47 per cent in Udhampur, 68.27 per 
cent in Kishtwar, 67.11 per cent in Ramban, 
69.15 per cent in Reasi and 62.36 per cent in 
Kathua,” Sharma said.

Further, the SEC said that counting of 
votes for Sarpanch and Panch constituencies 
which went to poll in the 5th phase is being 
conducted immediately after the close of 
poll and results shall be declared.

Authorities ‘Helping’ ...
NC vice president and former chief min-

ister Omar Abdullah alleged that the keep-
ers of the law were more than happy to be-
come lawbreakers “if it serves their interest 
of cosying up to the BJP & it’s offshoots in 
Kashmir”.

“The entire machinery of the administra-
tion has taken upon itself the responsibility 
of helping the BJP in the DDC polls,” Abdullah 
tweeted.

NC spokesperson Imran Nabi Dar said his 
party leaders were being prevented from 
campaigning for the DDC polls over the past 
few weeks in the name of security.

“Our public meeting scheduled for today 
(Thursday) at Behibagh in Kulgam district 
was to be addressed by party general sec-
retary Ali Mohammad Sagar and provincial 
president Nasir Aslam Wani but it was not 
permitted in the name of security,” Dar said.

PDP president and former chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti, who was prevented from 
leaving her house on the previous two days, 
alleged that armed forces were being used to 
rig the elections.

“Security forces have cordoned Matribugh 
in Shopian and are not allowing people to 
come out to vote under the pretext of inputs 
about presence of militants,” Mufti tweeted.

“In a brazen display of power, armed forc-
es are being used to rig this election and fa-
vour a particular party,” she said, tagging the 
Election Commission and the Indian Army.

Mufti also lashed out at the authorities in 
south Kashmir over the alleged thrashing of 
three journalists by police while they were 
covering the elections.

“Three journalists thrashed by security 
forces in South Kashmir today after inter-
viewing a PAGD candidate who wasn’t al-
lowed to cast his vote,” she said. “Everything 
and anything that involves stating the truth 
is being criminalised in J&K.”

People’s Conference president Sajad 
Lone urged State Election Commissioner K 
K Sharma to investigate the case of alleged 
money distribution by a relative of a candi-
date in Uri.

According to reports, a close relative of a 
Congress leader was detained by police on 
Wednesday evening while he was on his way 
to a village in Uri.

“Please investigate the case of money dis-
tribution in URI. The report sent by police to 
the DC (deputy commissioner) almost exon-
erates the accused,” Lone tweeted.

He said it was the moral duty Sharma to 
ascertain the facts, adding that the police 
should explain why the accused was ques-
tioned and being let off now.

Earlier, Lone had tweeted late on 
Wednesday night about the “attempts to 
hush up a case involving distribution of 
money in Parenpeela Uri DDC constituency”.

“The LG has a moral duty to ascertain who 
all r (are) behind attempts to hush up the 
case,” Lone, who is also a PAGD spokesper-
son, had said.

KEG Concerned ...
seized and they were taken to the local po-
lice post.

The Guild is surprised over the reason that 
the cops resorted to force when everything 
around was normal. The three TV reporters 
revealed that they had recorded a political 
activist’s compliant about the polling and 
were told by a duty officer that the SSP was 
on way and wanted to give his version.

As the officer’s vehicle reached the spot, 
he avoided giving them a bite and instead 
started beating them. They said they were 
taken to the police station and their equip-
ment was seized. During their stay in the sta-
tion, one of them had a panic attack and was 
taken to hospital.

By now, the equipment has been returned 
to them and they have been sent home.

KEG is concerned over the recurrence of 
these incidents in which reporters are being 
subjected to violence while discharging their 
professional duties. Apparently, there is no 
reason for today’s incident to happen. Why 
should a reporter be beaten when the officer 
has the right to not respond to a question? 
KEG hopes the LG Manoj Joshi administra-
tion will look into the incident and ensure 
that this practice of abuse of authority is put 
to an end.

3 Reporters ...
“SSP Anantnag Sandeep Choudhary ob-

jected to our coverage of polling station, 
where people complained that voting has 
not started even after the scheduled time. 
When we reminded the officer that we were 
just doing our duty, he slapped me and my 
two other journalist friends,” Qadri said.

He said that he and two other journalists 
Junaid Rafiq of TV 9 and Fayaz Lolu of ETV 
Bharat were bundled in a gypsy and whisked 
to Srigufarwara police station.

“It all happened after we interviewed 
PAGD candidate Nisar Ahmad and other 
voters at the polling station. Polling had not 
started even an hour and a half after the 
scheduled time,” Qadri said.

He said he and two other scribes were 
detained at the police station for over 90 
minutes during which all their equipment, 
including cellphones were confiscated by 
the police.

At the police station, he said, another jour-
nalist  Junaid Rafiq complained of breath-
lessness following which he was shifted to 
a local hospital where his oxygen saturation 
was reading below 64.

Lolu, who works as a stringer with ETV 
Bharat told journalists that he and two other 
scribes were beaten up by police while they 
were discharging their professional duties at 
a polling station in Lever area of Anantnag on 
Thursday morning.

Meanwhile, the alleged beating of jour-
nalists has evoked sharp condemnation from 
media fraternity, social and political parties 
of the Valley.

KPC Condemns ...
ongoing DDC elections in Srigufwara area 

of Anantnag district this morning.
In a distress call to the club Fayaz Lolu who 

works as a stringer with ETV Bharat stringer 
told the KPC management that he along with 
two other Journalists Mudasir Qadri (string-
er with News 18 Urdu) and Junaid Rafiq (TV 
9) were “beaten” today while covering the 
ongoing DDC elections in Srigufwara area of 
South Kashmir.

He according to KPC also said that their 
news gathering equipments were also seized 
by the police. Fayaz Lolu alleged that it was 
when the SSP of Anantnag arrived on the 
spot that they were beaten up ruthlessly and 
taken to the nearest police post. Fayaz fur-
ther stated that Junaid has been injured and 
was in hospital.

The KPC terms this incident unfortunate 
and calls for a thorough inquiry into the 
incident. We hope strict action against is 
taken against those found guilty in this act 
perpetrated in utter disregard of the free-
dom of the press. The KPC further urges the 
Chief Electoral Officer to take note of such 
incidents and initiate action against the con-
cerned police official.

The KPC further urges that the authorities 
should ensure that an enabling atmosphere 
is created for the free and fair functioning of 
the media in Kashmir.

Covid Ending ...
After a four-hour-long motivational con-

versation, his words did the trick.
“Those six survivors,” he said, “gave up the 

idea of suicide forever.”
However, Wani said, they were not the only 

ones in desperate need of support. Many ‘si-
lent types’, like Adil Hussain Dar of Shopian, 
needed the same treatment.

The 22-year-old was called the “Tendulkar 
of welding” for his monumental work. But 
during the 2016 protests, Dar lost his eyesight 
to pellet assault. There was no end to his mis-
eries, as he was forced to halt work, which 
created family crisis for him.

“The medical expenses put the pellet vic-
tims’ family in such deep debt that it forces 
them to give up on their own children,” Dar 
lamented over his fate.

As the majority of the pellet survivors in 
Kashmir belong to humble families, they-
often gave up on their medical treatment as 
the sense of failure in fulfilling their family 
obligation takes a mental toll on them.

A Ray of Hope
These crisis-ridden cases eventually moti-

vated Wani to institutionalize Pellet Victims 
Welfare Trust (PVWT) on August 25, 2017. 
And since its inception, the trust has already 
helped the survivors in overcoming their 
traumatic behaviours.

“I established the trust with the support 
of five other survivors,” Wani said. “I was hit 
by a bullet in the back which pierced my liver 
and came out through the chest and then af-
ter 2 months I was fired 635 pellets. My con-
science wasn’t allowing me to let anybody 
else experience the same mental stress that 
I did after all these injuries.”

Currently, some 1200 pellet survivors, in-
cluding Shabroza from Rahmoo Pulwama, are 
registered with Wani’s PVWT.

A Disarrayed Dream
The 18-year-old class topper was pre-

paring for her board exams when the 
deadly pellets pierced her left eyeduring 
2016 protests.

“Before injury, my financially-weak fami-
ly was dreaming to see me a KAS officer one 
day,” Shabroza said. “But that dream will only 
stay a dream now.”

It was Wani’s Trust, which became a 
much-needed moral support for Shabroza 
during her distress.

“Pellet survivors aren’t always in dire need 
of financial assistance,” she said.“They most-
ly need some moral support to cope up with 
injury.”

And this is where Wani’s Trust was chip-
ping in with aid and assistance until pandem-
ic came as a spoiler.

Showing receipt of the last received fund of 
Rs 200 on February 2020, Wani said, his Trust 
has not received any penny since March.

As the crippling covid has seized all the 
financial support and mental supervision for 
these pellet victims, Wani and his team are 
on the verge of shutting down the Trust that 
once visioned to provide a peaceful life to 
thousands of dark eyes in Kashmir.

Last Date ...
“Furthermore, the approximate estimat-

ed cost of Haj– 2021 for Aziziya Category in 
respect of Srinagar Embarkation point has 
been reviewed by HCOI and shall be Rs. 3, 61, 
927.40,” he added.
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Launches J&K Bank’s Scheme 
For Hospitality Sector
J&K Bank’s Progress Linked With Business Community: JKB CMD
Srinagar: Giving a big financial 
push to the UT Government’s resolve 
to revive tourism sector in the region, 
J&K Bank on Thursday launched spe-
cial scheme titled ‘Business Support 
Loan Scheme 2019-20 for Hotels and 
Guest Houses’.

The scheme was unveiled through 
virtual mode from Jammu by Financial 
Commissioner, Finance Department, 
J&K UT government Dr.A K Mehta (IAS) 
in presence of Chairman & MD R K 
Chhibber and Chairman J&K Hoteliers 
Club Mushtaq Chaya.

Executive Presidents of the bank 
Arun Gandotra, G N Teli and Sunil 
Gupta, Presidents Rajni Saraf, Ashraf 
Ali and Chetan Paljor, Special Secretary 
to CMD Karanjit Singh, Vice Presidents, 
office bearers of hoteliers’ associations 
and other officers of the bank were also 
present on the occasion.

The hoteliers were represented by 
Chairman TCI Shafi Ahmad Tramboo, 
Chairman Hattrick Group Showket 
Ahmad Choudhary, Chairman 
Gulmarg Hoteliers Club Mukhtar 
Shah and General Secretary Gulmarg 
Hoteliers Club Akib Chaya.

The scheme has been tailored 
after incorporating the valuable in-
puts from the hoteliers and related 
businessmen to provide requisite fi-
nances to the hotels and guesthouses 
for meeting their infra-structural and 
dailyrunning costs.

Speaking on the occasion, CMD 
R K Chhibber said, “Progress of the 
J&K Bank is linked to the progress of 
the business community. J&K Bank 
has been playing very pro-active 
role in reviving different sectors of 
J&K economy especially during the 
ongoing pandemic. Soon after the 
initial pandemic-related restrictions 
were eased, we engaged with all the 
stakeholders in local economy while 
devising our plans for effective fi-
nancial intervention. The scheme 
to support the business of hotels 
and guest houses is one of the out-
comes of those engagements. It is 
also in line with UT Government’s 

vision to achieve the tag of India’s 
most preferred tourist destination 
by providing the world-class tourism 
infra-structure and enhanced hospi-
tality facilities across the region. Both 
Honble Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
and Financial Commissioner Dr. A K 
Mehta have been closely following 
J&K Bank’s plan to support the tour-
ism sector I am happy we have come 
up with a scheme that will provide 
relief and liquidity to the hospitality 
sector”, the CMD said.

“The inclusion of the accounts 
that were affected by 2014-floods 
and 2016 disruptions and the 5% in-
terest subvention to the borrowers 
affected by the Covid in the Revival 
Package for the business community 
of the UT of J&K announced by J&K 
UT government-led by the hon’bleLt 
Governor Manoj Sinha –has signifi-
cantly helped the business commu-
nity and has brought in a much need-
ed relief to the business community”, 
he added.

He further added that only a few 
days back the progress on the revival 
package was undertaken by the Chief 
Secretary Subrahmanyam Swami and 
Financial Commissioner A K Mehta 
separately and they appreciated the 
progress achieved by the J&K Bank in 
the implementation of the package.

Executive President Arun Gandotra 
while presenting various features 
of the scheme said, “We know the 
cash flow of the hotel sector has 
been severely affected by the Covid 
19 Pandemic. Keeping in view the 
challenges faced by the industry, we 
devised this scheme accordingly and 
only after incorporating the inputs 
from the industry players so that J&K 
bank could contribute its bit to get 
the industry back on its feet. We will 
be funding the hoteliers so that they 
are able to meet their expenditure to-
wards salaries to staff and other fixed 
costs”, he added.

The hoteliers’ team led by Chaya 
hailed the J&K Bank management-led 
by the CMD R K Chhibber for the 

hospitality sector-friendly scheme.
“The scheme is historic in more 

than one ways. It is surely going to 
lift the spirit and business of the ho-
tel industry up. We are thankful and 
grateful to Chhibber Sahab for en-
suring that the scheme was pro-ho-
teliers and a game changing one for 
the industry.We have lot of expec-
tations from J&K Bank, and the pre-
mier institution of the UT has never 
disappointed us. They have always 
supported us through thick and thin, 
and, businessmen have alwayspros-
pered from their relationship with 
the bank,” Chaya said.

The role of staff both at offices and 
business units was hailed by the ho-
teliers’ team saying, “J&K Bank has 
the best staff in the banking industry. 
Their dedication is unmatched. We 
want the institution to prosper and 
believe that I will contribute to our 
progress in days ahead also.”

Vice President Manzoor Hussain 
ended the function with vote of 
thanks.

Notably, the Scheme shall remain 
valid till February 28, 2021 with the 
quantum of finance ranging from 
Rs 32.40 lac for twelve-room hotel/
guest house to Rs 495 lac for sixty and 
above rooms depending upon the 
category of the hotel/ guest house. 
Having an attractive interest rate, the 
repayment period for the scheme is 
48 months after initial moratorium 
period of 12 months (in respect of 
principal amount only) from the date 
of first disbursement of the loan.

All the hotels and guest houses 
registered and recognized by the gov-
ernment, availing loan facilities from 
the bank (standard as on February 29, 
2020 (which includes SMA-0, SMA-1 
& SMA-2), & continue to be classified 
as standard as on date of disburse-
ment of facility are eligible under 
the scheme, besides those accounts 
holders who are not availing any loan 
facilities from any bank/financial 
Institution, which makes it unique 
across the industry.

Commercial Building 
At Rajbagh
HC Appoints Expert On Permissibility, 
Impact On Environment
Srinagar: Observing that environ-
mental concerns cannot be ignored 
or compromised in any manner, the 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court has 
appointed a Delhi-based expert on 
the permissibility of the multi-sto-
rey commercial building which is 
coming up between 10 to 15 feet 
from the banks of the River Jhelum 
in Rajbagh area here.

“In eco-fragile territories as that 
of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh, 
environmental concerns cannot 
be ignored or compromised in any 
manner. River Jhelum is an essential 
natural feature in the Valley and its 
protection and preservation has to 
remain of primary and utmost con-
cern,” said a division of the court 
said while hearing a petition.

“We hereby appoint Ms. Sunita 
Narain, Director General, Centre 
for Science & Environment, India 
Habitat Centre, New Delhi as the 
Expert/Local Commissioner to as-
sist the scrutiny by this Court,” the 
division bench said.

Ms. Sunita Narain, the court said, 
shall examine and give expert opin-
ion on the permissibility of the con-
struction being raised at the site, its 
impact from every angle on envi-
ronment and ecology, its impact on 
the protection of River Jhelum.

“Ms. Sunita Narain shall also ex-
amine the river management policy 
schemes, practices of Jammu and 
Kashmir; the status of the rivers, give 

expert opinion regarding protection 
and preservation of the rivers, the ef-
fect of construction along the rivers, 
impact of release of sewage into riv-
ers, impact of dumping of garbages 
on river banks and rivers.”

The court directed that the 
Government shall examine the rec-
ommendations and take urgent 
steps to implement the same. “Ms. 
Sunita Narain shall be assisted by Ms. 
Sushma Chouhan, DC, Jammu, in the 
above exercise to be undertaken.”

The DC Jammu has been asked to 
examine the documents relied on 
by the builder, trace the title chain 
and submit a report, the court said 
further. “Ms. Chouhan shall also 
examine the records relating to the 
land, its usage etc and submit a re-
port to Ms. Sunita Narain.”

The court directed that the entire 
record of the case, including the 
revenue records, sale deeds, appli-
cations for non objection certifi-
cates filed, records relating to their 
processing and sanction accorded 
be placed before Ms. Sunita Narain 
for examination.

“Ms. Sunita Narian shall carefully 
scrutinize the same and submit a re-
port to this court on the issues noted by 
us in the order dated 10th November 
2020 and the present order,” the court 
said. The court also ordered the contin-
uation of the prohibition on any con-
struction imposed by it on November 
10 till further orders. (GNS)

Cong Bats For Early 
Assembly Polls
Jammu: If  District Development Council 
(DDC) polls can be held in times of 
COVID-19, Assembly elections can too, 
Jammu and Kashmir Congress in-charge 
Rajni Patil said on Thursday as she de-
manded for an elected government in the 
union territory.

She said the BJP ferried dozens 
of Union ministers, national leaders 
and film personalities to campaign 
in Jammu and Kashmir as it feared it 
would lose in these local elections.

Flanked by state unit president Gulam 
Ahmed Mir, Patil also hit out at the adminis-
tration for withdrawal of security and vehicles 
of Congress leaders, claiming the move was 
aimed at stopping them from campaigning 
for the DDC polls.

“If they (government) can hold DDC 
elections during the Covid times, I appeal 
and demand holding of assembly election 
in Jammu and Kashmir soon, and put in 
place an elected government. They should 
do it. It is our demand,” Patil told reporters 
here. Patil is the only national leader of 
the Congress to have hit the campaign 
trail for the DDC elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

She criticised the government for hold-
ing the polls at a time when the COVID-19 
situation is still not under control. “They 
took a wrong decision to hold these polls 
now. Our several top leaders were infected 
with COVID-19, including youth and wom-
en Congress unit heads and former minis-
ters. It is difficult to campaign,” Patil said.

On the withdrawal of security and ve-
hicles of several Congress leaders includ-
ing himself, Mir said, “Life and death is in 
the hands of Almighty. They withdrew 
the security of our leaders, former minis-
ters and former legislators during this pe-
riod. It is clear that they want us restricted 
to our homes.”
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives

American FBI team 
arrives in Sgr 
Observer News Service 

N
EW DELHI: A two-member team of US Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) today left for Srinagar in connec-
tion with the mys¬terious disappearance of the four 
foreigners kidnapped in 1995, official sources said. 

The sources said this was a routine visit by the FBI of-
ficials as per the requirement of the United States laws where 
they have to submit a report every quarter. 

Six foreigners — John Childs and Donald Fred Hutch-
ings (both US nationals),Paul Wells and Keith Mangan (UK 
nationals), Dirk Hasert (German) and Hans Christian Ostro 
(Norwegian) — had been kidnapped in July 1995 from Pahalgam 
hills in South Kashmir. 

The group responsible for kidnapping identified itself as 
Al- Faran.While Childs managed to give a slip to his abductors, 
the head of Norwegian abductee was found severed near Anant-
nag in August 1995. 

The fate of other four hostages despite hectic search 
operation carried by the government and later by German and 
British po¬lice remains unknown. 

(KASHMIR OBSERVER, 11 DECEMBER, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 5: 54

ZUHR	 12: 22

ASR	 3:45

Magrib	 5:25
ISHA	 6:50

•	 359 - Honoratus, first known Prefect of the City of Constantinople, 
takes office.

•	 384  - St Damasus I dies and ends his reign as Catholic Pope. Began 
reign 366

•	 1282 -  Llywelyn ab Gruffydd/Llywelyn the Last, last native Prince of Wales 
is killed at Cilmeri, near Builth Wells, south Wales. Reigned from 1259.

•	 1395  - John "Eleanor" Rykener, a male cross-dressing prostitute, 
is brought to court in London for "committing that detestable un-
mentionable and ignominious vice" in late medieval England's only 
recorded case on same-sex intercourse (verdict unknown)

•	 1419 - Heretic Nicolaas Serrurier exiled from Florence
•	 1477 -  Duchess Maria of Burgundy ends the 'Great Privilege' in states 

of The Netherlands
•	 1572 -  Spanish troops begin siege of Haarlem
•	 1602 -  Surprise attack by forces of the Duke of Savoy and his brother-

in-law, Philip III of Spain repelled by citizens of Geneva. Commemo-
rated since as Fête de l'Escalade.

•	 1618  - Russia & Poland signs Peace treaty of Dailino
•	 1917  - German-occupied Lithuania proclaims independence from Rus-

sia
•	 1931  - Japan leaves the Gold Standard
•	 1937 -  Italy withdraws from League of Nations.
•	 1940 -  Russian general Georgy Zhukov warns of German assault
•	 1941  - Australian state cricket associations, South Australia, Victo-

ria, Queensland and New South Wales decide at meetings with new 
Prime Minister John Curtin to abandon all interstate first class match-
es for the duration of WWII

•	 1946  - Spain suspended from UN
•	 1946 -  UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) established (Nobel 1965)
•	 1950  - British Physicist Cecil Frank Powell awarded Nobel Prize in 

Physics for his study of nuclear processes and the discovery of the 
pion

•	 1959  - Emilio G. Segrè publishes his discovery of the antiproton, a 
sub-atomic antiparticle for which he was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1959

•	 1964  - Che Guevara speaks at the United Nations General Assembly in 
New York City. An unknown terrorist fires a mortar shell at the building 
during the speech.

•	 1967 -  People's Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) estab-
lished

•	 1969  - Libya adopts constitution
•	 1972 -  Astronauts Cernan & Harrison become 11th & 12th people on 

the Moon
•	 1977 -  Mairead Corrigan and Betty Williams, leaders of the group 

'Peace People' (an organisation dedicated to encouraging a peace-
ful resolution of 'the Troubles' in Northern Ireland) receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize

•	 1981  - Spacelab I arrives at Kennedy Space Center
•	 1990  - US 69th manned space mission STS 35 (Columbia 11) returns 

from space
•	 1994 -  Russian troops enter Chechnya
•	 2006  - International Conference to Review the Global Vision of the 

Holocaust is opened in Tehran, Iran by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
•	 2012 - 125 people are killed and 200 are injured by bombings in Aqrab, 

Syria
•	 2012  - British physicist, Stephen Hawking, wins the $3 million Funda-

mental Physics Prize, the most lucrative academic prize in the world
•	 2014  - CIA Director John Brennan defends interrogation methods 

used after 9/11 but admits some methods were "abhorrent"
•	 2015 -  Unrest in Burundi leads to clashes between authorities and 

protesters in Bujumbura, killing at least 87.
•	 2016 - Kyrgyzstan votes in a referendum to change the constitution to 

give the government more power
•	 2017  - Saudi Arabia announces an end to its 35 year ban on cinemas
•	 2017 -  US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand calls for the resignation of Presi-

dent Donald Trump given 16 women have accused him of sexual ha-
rassment

•	 2017 -  Rahul Gandhi, son of former Prime Minister Rajiv Ghandi, is 
elected leader of the Indian National Congress

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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Gulmarg hotels to witness 
100% bookings on New Year
Raises hopes among tourism players 
Agencies

Srinagar: There is good news for 
the tourism sector as tourism has 
started picking up in Kashmir and 
has raised high hopes among tour-
ism players.

Tourism sector has been badly 
hit since August 5 last year due to 
restrictions imposed by the govern-
ment after New Delhi abrogated Arti-
cle 370 and then COVID-19 lockdown.

As per figures of the Tourism De-
partment, 43000 tourists visited Kash-
mir between August and December 
last year. While in 2020, only 16,000 
tourists visited Kashmir till August. 
However, since the lockdown has 
been lifted there has been an increase 
in the number of tourists.

More than 6000 tourists vis-
ited the valley in September 
and October.

“On Christmas and New Year,  
all rooms have been booked either 
by tourists or by locals,” an official 
of the Tourism Department told the 
news agency.

The government in Kashmir is 
also organizing food festivals where 
dishes of various countries and lo-
cal dishes of various states are avail-
able for tourists.

Director, Tourism Kashmir, 
Nisar Ahmad Wani has kick start-
ed the winter sports activities at 

the world famous Ski Resort of 
Gulmarg.

“Early snow has come as a bless-
ing and we are ready to host tourists 
and winter enthusiasts in Kashmir 
Valley in general and Gulmarg in 
particular,” Wani said.

He said this season a number 
of Ski courses for young boys and 
girls are slated to be organized for 
which a large number of applica-
tions have already been received. 
He said initially, four groups from 
within J&K and two groups from 
outside will undergo Ski courses 
in coming weeks. Two groups are 
exclusive for girls. He said other 
departments like Youth Services 
and Sports Department are also or-
ganising Ski courses.

Director Tourism urged the 

young boys and girls to come for-
ward, actively participate and enjoy 
the winter games at Gulmarg.

Tariq Ahmad Ganie, who is 
General Secretary J&K Hotels, said 
the tourism sector was shut since 
August 5 last year.

“But there has been a good re-
sponse from tourists for the last 
few weeks. There is 100 percent 
booking of hotels at Gulmarg on 
Christmas and New Year. At pres-
ent, there is 50 percent booking to 
hotels,” Ganie said.

He also appealed to the govern-
ment to extend the lease period of 
hoteliers so they can run their ho-
tels smoothly.

There are 70 hotels at Gulmarg 
and 110 hotels at Pahalgam.

A hotelier at Gulmar said there 
is 100 percent booking of hotels on 
Christmas and New Year.

“We have suffered heavy losses 
since August last year. A lot of do-
mestic tourists have shown willing-
ness to visit Kashmir.

A tour operator said for the 
first time since August last year, 
they are receiving a good number 
of bookings.

“Tourists have shown willing-
ness to visit here, because of a ban 
on international travel due to CO-
VID-19 and weather as Kashmir re-
ceived snowfall,” he said. (KINS)

Early snow has 
come as a blessing 

and we are ready to 
host tourists and 
winter enthusiasts in 
Kashmir Valley in 
general and Gulmarg in 
particular.

Justice Magrey for 
prioritizing old cases
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Justice Ali 
Mohammad Magrey, Ad-
ministrative Judge for Dis-
trict Srinagar held a video 
conference with the Judi-
cial Officers posted at Dis-
trict Headquarter Srinagar 
on Thursday. 

He emphasized upon 
the Judges to ensure dis-
posal of old cases on prior-
ity, so that there is no long 
wait for the litigants who 
are seeking justice.

Justice Magrey urged 
upon the judges to be fear-
less in delivering justice 
so that the confidence of 
the common man on Jus-
tice Delivery System is 
strengthened as the people 
have great trust and confi-
dence in the Courts.

To be fair and honest 
is the basic virtue of judge 
as the process of delivery 
of justice is divine in na-

ture and has to be pure and 
unadulterated, he added. 
While appreciating the 
Judicial Officers for their 
hard work and maintain-
ing the decorum and dig-
nity of the Court, Justice 
Magrey sought weekly per-
formance reports from the 
Judicial Officers so as to 
ensure that priority is giv-
en to the old pending cases.

Abdul Rashid Malik, 
Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Srinagar 
briefed Justice Magrey 
about the functioning of the 
Courts at Srinagar and also 
highlighted the infrastruc-
tural requirements. The 
Administrative Judge is-
sued on the spot directions 
to the concerned to ensure 
no difficulty in operating 
different mechanical ser-
vices including heating sys-
tem in the Court Complex 
and other facilities should 
occur during winter.

Dwivedi reviews status of power 
supply to Industrial Estates
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Commissioner 
Secretary, Industries and 
Commerce, Manoj Kumar 

Dwivedi, today chaired an 
officers meeting to review 
the status of power supply 
to various Industrial Estates 
(IE) in Kashmir Valley at 
Civil secretariat, Srinagar.

The meeting was at-
tended by Director In-
dustries and Commerce, 
Mehmood Ahmad, MD JKP-
DCL, Kashmir, Ajaz Assad 
and Chief Engineer Power 
Distribution, Kashmir, 
Ajaz Ahmad.

Threadbare discussion 
was held on electricity sup-
ply to various IEs including 
IE Aglar Shopian, IE Vessu 
Anantnag, IE Khrew Pul-
wama, IE Wuyun Pulwama, 
IE Mehmoodabad Dooru An-
antnag, IE Ashmuji Kulgam, 
IE Malwan Kulgam, IE Ku-
gam and IE Gagran Shopian.

It was informed that 
electric works of IE Aglar 
Shopian are in progress and 
the requisite funds have al-

ready been released to GM 
DIC Shopian for clearing 
the work done liability.

Commissioner Secre-
tary directed officers to 

complete the electric works 
being executed in the up-
coming and existing indus-
trial units at IE Aglar.

Regarding IE Vessu, it 
was apprised that power 
transformer has been Com-
missioned besides up gra-
dation of existing electric 
infrastructure of IE Gagran 
Shopian is in progress.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the progress on 
completion of DPR and al-
lotment of funds for electric 
works in Khrew, Wuyun 
and Mehmoodabad Indus-
trial Estates taken up under 
languishing projects.

Commissioner Secre-
tary asked the officers to 
ensure completion of elec-
trification works being ex-
ecuted in all the estates by 
the end of current financial 
year so the prospective en-
trepreneurs are able to take 
up construction of units.

No electricity:  Zakura locals 
‘seizes’ PDD vehicle 

Srinagar: Locals 
virtually seized a ve-
hicle belonging to Power 
Development Department 
because of non-availability 
of electricity in Zakura 
area of Srinagar outskirts 
on Thursday.

  Local sources told 
news agency that locals 
in Zakura Srinagar halted 
and seized a PDD vehicle 
in the area to demonstrate 
the anger against the non-
availability of electricity 
from past one week.

  They said that area 

is reeling under darkness 
while authorities have 
miserably failed to miti-
gate the sufferings of the 
people. “There are pesky 
power cuts sometimes 
while most of the time 
there is no electricity,” 
they said.

   The locals blocked the 
road and hijacked the PDD 
vehicle for hours together.

  Sources said that the 
vehicle was released only 
after the assurance from 
the higher ups that matter 
will be looked into. (KNT)
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

Address Fears Of Farmers

P
rotests by  farmers in the country is showing no 
signs of ending with successive talks between 
the government and farmers’ leaders leading 
nowhere. The farmer unions have rejected the 

latest proposal by the government to amend controver-
sial new farm laws and have warned they will intensify 
their protests if their demand for rollback of the new 
farm laws was not met. The centre on Wednesday had 
sent a written proposal to the unions, laying out a series 
of amendments including written assurances for Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP), one of the key demands of 
protesting farmers. The government had also proposed  
the scrapping of the Electricity Amendment Bill opposed 
by farmers. Besides, the agriculture minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar also held out assurance that the Agricul-
tural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Mandis  will 
not be dismantled. 

But the farmers are not ready to budge. They want  
the three farm laws passed by the union government 
that deregulate crop pricing withdrawn. They argue 
that the laws will only hurt their livelihoods and will 
only benefit large corporations. The situation remains 
deadlocked. The farmers, meanwhile, have laid a siege to 
New Delhi, blocking its main entry points. The govern-
ment, it seems, has now fewer options left but to accede 
to farmers’ demands. If this happens this will be the first 
time that the Modi government will be forced to with-
draw any of the  laws it has passed so far. 

One of the biggest charge against the BJP-led union 
government is that it is unilaterally passing the far-
reaching laws with a bearing on the lives of the millions 
of  people. This started with sudden demonitisation of 
Rs 1000 and Rs 500 notes in November 2016  that plunged 
the country into a virtual chaos. People thronged the 
banks to either exchange or deposit their old currency. 
Long queues of people, a significant number of them se-
nior citizens, appeared outside the banks and ATMs to 
deposit their cash.  Scores   lost their lives in the pro-
cess. Then followed the GST reform which crushed the 
small businesses. This was followed by the revocation 
of Article 370 that granted J&K its semi-autonomous 
status within Indian Union. The move’s disruptive fall-
out is still playing out in J&K and Ladakh, the former 
parts of J&K state, now downgraded into two union ter-
ritories. Following this, the centre came up with Citizen-
ship Amendment Act that ensured that only non-Muslim 
refugees from the neighbouring countries are entitled to 
Indian citizenship. Though the CAA was also resisted 
by people, the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic ended the 
protest. Now the farmers protest is taking place despite 
the pandemic.  And it remains to be seen how the central 
government responds to it. The best course for the gov-
ernment is to address the anxieties of the farmers and do 
everything to assure them that their livelihoods will not 
be threatened.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Honey trap

S
weetness can leave a bitter taste in the mouth. Re-
searchers from the Centre for Science and Environ-
ment have alleged that the honey produced by major 
Indian brands is adulterated with sugar syrup. That 

is not all; there appears to be a discrepancy in the results of 
different tests geared towards the same purpose. The environ-
ment watchdog had selected 13 popular honey brands to assess 
the purity of the product. Curiously, while the samples of al-
most all the big brands tested at the Centre for Analysis and 
Learning in Livestock and Food in Gujarat were found to be 
‘pure’, 10 of the same brands failed the Nuclear Magnetic Reso-
nance test, which is conducted by a specialized laboratory in 
Germany and is used globally to check for the use of modified 
sugar syrups. It stands to reason that assessment standards 
vary. If the NMR test detected adulteration that the checks in 
Gujarat could not identify, ought not the Central government 
to adopt the more stringent assessment model for domestic 
testing since the matter concerns public health? 

Making the waters murkier are revelations of the import 
and use of Chinese sugar syrups that are ‘designed’ to avoid de-
tection in tests. The CSE has said that its investigators received 
a shipment of samples containing syrup from a Chinese compa-
ny that sought to evade the honey testing protocols mandated by 
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India. In the wake 
of the recent border hostilities, the Union government tom-tom-
med its ban on a series of Chinese mobile apps as an economic 
‘surgical strike’. Yet, it is evident that Chinese syrups continue 
to be imported by firms; traders even claim that Chinese com-
panies have helped set up sugar syrup factories in India. It ap-
pears that the Centre’s economic surgical strike against China 
may have missed a few targets. The main worry, however, con-
cerns regulatory oversight. The history of weak implementa-
tion of adulteration laws in India does not help either; Maggi 
was banned by the FSSAI in 2015 for allegedly selling lead-laced 
instant noodles before the government allowed the brand to re-
turn to the market. The battle against food fraud must be fought 
on two fronts. First, there is a case for raising public awareness 
so that citizens know that the products they are consuming are 
safe; second, institutional assessment protocols must be uni-
form to avoid conflicting results. There is also the additional im-
perative of assisting beekeeping communities — the maulis of 
the Sunderbans are an example — whose livelihoods have been 
decimated by the pandemic.

Telegraph India
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

2G Kashmir in a 5G World

I
nternet services were snapped 
last year with the abrogation 
of Article-370, only to be re-
sumed after months at 2g 

speeds. Different sectors including 
health, education and businesses 
which are in this age heavily de-
pendent on internet suffered severe 
losses. While the internet services 
were resumed at throttled speeds, 
Covid-19 outbreak engulfed the en-
tire state like any other part of the 
world invoking a lockdown by the 
authorities. It caused educational 
institutions to suspend their op-
erations, businesses were shut and 
offices started working from home 
through internet meetings. In any 
other part of the world, it could’ve 
been convenient but in Jammu and 
Kashmir people suffered again. 

Students, businessmen, and every-
one dependent on internet suffered 
due to an internet speed which 
rarely operates anywhere else 
apart from our region.

During the time of Covid-19 lock-
downs, the governments around the 
world were offering free internet 
as well as access to entertainment 
platforms for free. On the other end, 
in Jammu and Kashmir it felt like 
we were taken out of one coop to be 
locked into another. The classes of our 
students went online and they faced 
severe problems to attend and under-
stand lectures through a pathetic in-
ternet which is being provided. Our 
students had to face national level 
examinations like NEET/IIT-JEE 
with fewer and constrained resources, 
which encompasses the equilibrium 

of equity by huge margins. 
Apart from that, we also saw that 

internet was used as a combative tool 
by WHO to educate and enlighten peo-
ple about the corona virus. However, 
in this part of the world we were still 
kept deprived from it. 

Since the world is already mov-
ing towards 5g, it’s primitive to keep 
a huge section of people deprived of 
their access to high speed internet. 
The world has already been accus-
tomed to new working models which 
are heavily based on internet usage. 
Going with the tradition of moving 
forward, instead of going back in 
time, it becomes imperative on the au-
thorities to lift the constraints on high 
speed internet. 

The telecommunication compa-
nies have been charging for 4g plans 

from the customers while provid-
ing them with 2g services. This is an 
open fraud being practiced in a broad 
daylight with no accountability and 
transparency at all. They’ve already 
earned more than what they deserved 
to be paid.

The resumption of high speed 
internet should be considered by the 
authorities as the continuous bar on 
it makes it a case of abject discrimina-
tion against Kashmiris. In this world 
where every field has a cut throat 
competition going on, our people can’t 
be provided with an uneven field and 
then expected to go and compete with 
those who are provided with all the 
necessities and amenities.

Sadam Sahaf
SadamSh@rediffmail 

Disowning Our 
Women — Again

W
hen it comes to feel-
ing collectively en-
raged on the issues 
of sexual assault 

and violence against women, we 
have developed an infamously 
thick culture of silence.

The recent rape case of a 21 
year old woman who eventually 
succumbed to her injuries has 
yet again resurfaced our criminal 
culture of silence. The 21-year-old,   
breathed her last on November 27 
after being abducted and raped by 
two men in an orchard in Ashmuji 
village of Kulgam. The woman 
fought grave injuries at the hos-
pital for over a month, but could 
not make it. The Doctors said she 
was badly injured. As the initial re-
port goes, she was hit on her head 
which caused traumatic brain in-
jury. She had strangulation marks 
on her neck. The final autopsy re-
port is yet to come, yet the level of 
violence inflicted on the deceased 
is harrowing. 

As per the statement given 
by the deceased’s aunt, she was 
not only raped but ruthlessly tor-
tured. The skin around her eyes 
was found torn, she had marks 
around her neck suggesting that 
the culprits attempted to choke 
her to death.

No matter how graphic the 
details of the case are, our society 
has decided to stay firmly indif-
ferent on the matter. As in this 
case, rape is often accompanied 
by assault and violence wherein 
use of sharp objects is made to 
inflict additional pain. While psy-
choanalysts would read such vio-
lent behaviour as a form of ‘womb 
envy’, it is also reflective of how 
toxic masculinity  is emboldened 
by our collective silence. 

While we as a society should be 
protesting against such crimes and 
demanding punishment for the cul-
prits, we rather choose to dig our 
heads into the sand. “Social fab-
ric” and “righteousness” in other 
words, are kept intact by choosing 
the easy path of denial. No wonder 

the brutal rape case has failed to 
shake the spirits of the valley. The 
criminal culture of silence and 
the doctrine of denial have thank-
fully fortified our collective con-
science  from the bruises of guilt 
and freed us from the responsibil-
ity to act. The rightful sentiment of 
informed rage is insanely and mad-
deningly absent in our context.

The whole process begins with 
a misplaced assumption that we 
inhabit the Reshi Waerr / Land of 
Sufis and therefore are immune to 
aberrations on these lines. If at all 
any such aberrations do take place 
they are immediately attributed 
to “foreign İnfluences” on “indig-
enous” culture.

Both the statements do hold 
an element of truth but are largely 
redundant and evasive since, yet 
again, there is no space left for 
collective introspection and inter-
rogation of structures that lead to 
crimes against women. Such think-
ing imagines the members of soci-
ety as passive adherents absolving 
them of any action. Evil has always 
formed an integral part of every so-
ciety and shying away from recog-
nising it is a bigger evil.

Unknowingly, our indiffer-
ence and our unwillingness of en-
gagement with the issues related 
to sex education sets a cycle of 
violence into motion which engen-
ders more violence at each level. 
Such topics are deemed downright 
subversive to collective piety and 
social equilibrium. 

The incident serves as a  re-
flection of how patriarchal sys-
tems are inherently disempower-
ing and limiting, particularly for 
women. When the entire society 
should be up in the arms against 
the culprits, it strictly adheres to 
its notion of taboo.

Stigmatisation is yet another 
criminal factor attached. Culprits 
may be recognised and may face 
collective ridicule from the society, 
yet the victim is put under unbear-
able pressure. Victim-blaming is 
still a norm. This results in shrink-

ing spaces for reporting the rape 
cases which further emboldens the 
criminals and sponsors silence.

Even as there is still disagree-
ment over how rape culprits must 
be dealt with. One view is that 
violence cannot be stopped by in-
flicting more violence. Therefore, 
the paths of re-socialisation and 
counselling should be taken on 
board in dealing with the culprits. 
While such debates will continue 
to happen, steps for the security of 
women must be taken right from 
the beginning. 

We must realise that even as we 
may debate and discuss the merits 
and demerits of retributive justice, 
it is also important to see how our 
own society feeds rape culture. An 
inconsequential nostalgia is rarely 
the way forward. Until and unless, 
we see women as agential beings 
and do not reduce them to objects, 
violence against women is inevi-
table. We need to acknowledge how 
rape is not merely a sexual crime 
but a crime that emanates from a 
position of power. 

When we “reason” with rape, 
it only promotes rape culture. Our 
discussions about rape and how to 
avoid them need to shift the entire 
focus to grooming potential cul-
prits rather than bickering about 
all that’s wrong with women which 
is nothing but rape apologia. 

Patriarchal structures are im-
partial to gender differences when 
it comes to fuelling and enforcing 
silences yet women in our society 
are at a particular disadvantage 
given the complex and intersec-
tional positions they are placed 
at. The fact that our society has 
forgotten and disowned its women 
perhaps serves as pointer of who 
the real culprits are when such de-
humanising crimes take place.

The author is a Master 
in Sociology from University 

of Kashmir and is a freelance 
researcher interested in issues 

related to Islam and Gender

Patriarchal 
structures are 

impartial to gender 
differences when it 
comes to fuelling and 
enforcing silences yet 
women in our society 
are at a particular 
disadvantage given 
the complex and 
intersectional 
positions they are 
placed at

Ahymon Ayoub
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A Special Mother

I
t used to be said that the dif-
ficulty with parenting is that 
no-one gives you a manual, but 
you could argue that adage is no 

longer true.
From “tiger mums” to “attach-

ment parents”, countless manifestos 
offer advice on how to successfully 
raise a child. In fact, there’s so much 
parenting advice around that first-
time parents (in particular) can 
struggle to trust their own instincts 
and knowledge.

While book sales may be up, 
is there any scientific evidence to 
suggest better outcomes for children 
raised in any of these pop-culture 
parenting styles?

Hovering around
Most parenting research centres 

on “helicopter” parenting. Helicopter 
parents are so named because they 
hover above their children at all 
times, regularly swooping in to pro-
tect them from challenges and harm.

Become a monthly donor and sup-
port independent media in Australia.

Anecdotes and media data don’t al-
ways present helicopter parents in the 
most flattering light, and the limited 
scientific research available appears 
to confirm this view.

One study found that, by adult-
hood, children of helicopter parents 
perceived poorer quality of commu-
nication with their parents compared 
with those whose parents were less 
helicopter-like. It also found these 
children had a heightened sense of 
personal entitlement.

Another study of college stu-
dents found that those who reported 
helicopter parenting had lower levels 
of overall well-being and were more 
likely to be medicated for anxiety or 
depression, or both.

In contrast, a third study of young 
adults found the children of overly 
involved parents had better well-being 
scores than others. But their parents 
reported reduced life satisfaction 
due to their now-grown children still 
requiring intensive support.

Ploughing through
A close relative of the helicopter 

parent is another piece of parenting 
heavy machinery, the “snowplow” 
parent. This parent diligently removes 
all obstacles from their child’s path, 
eliminating challenge and hardship as 
best they can.

The idea is that by removing all 
obstacles, the child is free to focus 
on success and not be inhibited by 

failure. While the helicopter parent 
operates out of fear of something 
happening to their child, the snow-
plow parent just wants to make 
their child’s path in life easier.

There appears to be no empirical 
research on snowplow parenting yet, 
but both parenting styles could be 
defined as versions of over-protective 
parenting, about which there is some 
evidence.

Protection and over-protection
Research shows that children of 

over-protective parents are shyer tod-
dlers, have more behavioural prob-
lems in childhood, higher depression 
scores in adolescence, and increased 
anxiety in adulthood.

Research also points to helicopter 
and over-protective parenting as being 
symptomatic of a family unit that is 

otherwise experiencing problems, 
which could include communication 
problems and broader unhappiness 
within the home.

A propensity to over-parent is 
associated with higher maternal 
anxiety; it can mean that the long-
term relationship between parent and 
child can be damaged due to constant 
intrusion; and it may be difficult to 
sustain a healthy relationship be-
tween parents when so much focus is 
on the child.

Although this all sounds fairly 
dismal, it’s important to note that heli-
copter and snowplow parents behave 
in the way they do because they want 
the very best for their child. And this 
is a vitally important element of child 
development and well-being.

It’s just that, in their anxiety to 
ensure their child’s future success, 

these parents end up doing everything 
for their children instead of allowing 
them to develop independence and 
autonomy by doing tasks themselves.

Free ranging
If all this over-parenting sounds 

a little too intense, the “free range” 
parenting style may be the one for 
you. This is the parenting philoso-
phy coined by Lenore Skenazy, who 
became known as “America’s Worst 
Mum” after publishing an opinion 
piece disclosing that her nine-year-
old son was allowed to catch the New 
York subway on his own.

Like their chicken counterparts, 
free range kids are allowed to roam, 
unsupervised and outdoors. Skenazy 
argues that we live in safe times, the 
potential for harm to our children is 
far less than we perceive, and that it’s 

important for children to learn respon-
sibility and independence early.

So at what age can children safely 
play outside alone? Answering that 
question gets to the heart of the dif-
ficulty with all these parenting styles 
and philosophies.

Every child is different, and each 
will develop requisite responsibility 
at a different rate. Each parent is dif-
ferent, and some will feel at home with 
their children playing somewhere 
down the street where others will only 
feel comfortable when they can see 
their child at all times.

There’s no universal rulebook 
but the basic theory of child de-
velopment suggests that, at some 
point, the gradual development of 
autonomy and independence is one 
of the keys to a higher level of social 
and emotional well-being and future 
success. How and when that happens 
is up to each individual parent.

By arrangement with 
The Conversation

Parenting Styles 
Monique Robinson

A
n eleven-year-old child, Yafi, comes run-
ning towards thespotwhere I had kept my 
mobile phone, ignoring my greetings and 
wishes for his birthday which I had come 

to know from his mother Rosy (name changed) just 
minutes before visiting her maternal home. 

Despite meeting me for the first time, Yafi 
didn’t hesitate to place his head in my lap comfort-
ably, pulling my fingers indicating to unlock the 
phone for him. As I did, he tapped the screen sever-
al times until I heard videos playing on You Tube. 
Well, it’s a norm for children born in 2000s but, not 
for children like Yafi.

Yafi is a child with disability. While he was 
busy playing the loop, his mother Rosy with all 
smiles tells me he is a music lover. 

Rosy is a woman in her forties and a mother of 
two children.  She looked pale and flushed as she 
had recently lost her mother. While lamenting the 
sudden demise of her mother, I couldn’t stop my 
memories travel back to my college days when she 
had been my English teacher.She used to be so vi-
brant and cheerful that it seemed almost impossi-
ble for me to recognise her now. She looked totally 
strange and different now.

Being a mother of a special child, parenting has 
been quite toilsome for her. “Most of the time, child 
is not cooperative”, says Rosy when asked about 
her experience as a special mother. “They need 
more care and attention than a normal healthy 
child. I have to take care of everything, even simple 
task like wiping his nose. As a mother I know it’s 
not his fault, he has this condition”.

Yafi's disorder was detected late. A family 
friend,doctor by profession,had suggestedto under-
go certain tests as he observed some dimorphic fea-
tures in the child. 

She began to recall the day when reports con-
firmed her child with disablity."My whole world 
imploded.What is more painful for a mother than 
knowing that her child is not so-called normal!"

With Yafi in her lap, she had cried and wailed 
while sitting on a footpath.At that moment, her 
child had passed her an innocent smile. "That smile 
gave me strength to get up and work for his well-
being”.

Life for Rosy and Yafi was not the same af-
ter the diagnosis. Apart from frequent visits to 
doctors,attitude of society and people around also 
began to change.Different tags were attached, most-
ly, from her own relatives. 

As such, her child showed delayed develop-
ment milestones. She felt disheartened seeing her 
sonunable to walk while other children of his age 
had began to run. She chose not to sit and curse her 
fate.But rather work for her child’s betterment. 

However, being a teacher it was difficult for 

her to manage work as well as a child who needed 
special attention. But somehow, not losing her will-
power, she gave exercising sessions (as prescribed 
by the doctors) to Yafi before and after leaving for 
work.And her hard work paid off. Her eyes welled 
up with tears recalling the moment when Yafi took 
his first step at the age of 6. “What a moment it was, 
I can hardly describe that happiness and bliss when 
I saw him walking”, says Rosy.

She says raising a special child, indeed, is a 
very challenging task. But, being a mother she 
doesn't have an option to give up."If I would, who 
else would take care of him”.

Well, the person before being disabled is a hu-
man being and hence, an integral part of the society. 
Therefore, disability is a responsibility of a society 
as a whole and not of a parent or family associated. 
He/she is also entitled to the rights and privileges 
society assures to everyone. Why do we make dis-
ability an exception? What if we try to mitigate the 
gap just by a single gesture of acceptance?

More than reservations, now the society has to 
realise that we have to become more inclusive to-
wards them and widen their sphere. Let them also 

go to school, have more accessibility, more choices 
and above all, a good satisfied life.

Let us include them, and not dictate them to do 
things in our way.Let them do things in their own 
way.Let us be compassionate enough to give them 
space and support.

As Rosy says, apart from parenting, society is 
a big challenge for us. Where the world has started 
to create avenues for their inclusivity, Kashmiri 
society is still far behind terming the lot as me’at 
(insane), out of ignorance. 

Disability is more of a dysfunction of society 
collectively, rather than just the impairment or 
sickness of a person. We have to realise what ac-
tually makes a person disabled is the lack of ac-
ceptance and inclusivity from society. And it can 
be done by assuring basic ADL( activities of daily 
living) to  build whole infrastructure, assuring dig-
nified lives for persons with disablity.

The author is pursuing Masters in Social 
Work, University of Kashmir. She can be reached at 

sajaudzahra@gmail.com

Zahra Sajaud

Disability is 
more of a 

dysfunction of society 
collectively, rather 
than just the 
impairment or 
sickness of a person. 
We have to realise 
what actually makes 
a person disabled is 
the lack of acceptance 
and inclusivity from 
society

There’s no 
universal 

rulebook but the 
basic theory of child 
development 
suggests that, at 
some point, the 
gradual 
development of 
autonomy and 
independence is one 
of the keys to a 
higher level of social 
and emotional well-
being and future 
success
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Heart disease now killing more 
people than ever before: WHO
H eart disease, which has re-

mained the leading cause 
of death at the global level 

for the last 20 years, is now kill-
ing more people than ever before, 
according to the World Health 
Organization.

The WHO said diabetes and de-
mentia are also among the world's 
top 10 causes of death.

The WHO's 2019 Global Health 
Estimates, released on Wednesday, 
said non-communicable diseases 
now make up 7 of the world's top 
10 causes of death, an increase 
from 4 of the 10 leading causes in 
2000. The new data cover the pe-
riod from 2000 to 2019.

“Heart disease has remained the 
leading cause of death at the global 
level for the last 20 years. However, 
it is now killing more people than 
ever before,” the organisation said.

Heart disease now represents 
16 per cent of total deaths from all 
causes and the number of deaths 
from heart disease increased 
by more than two million since 
2000 to nearly 9 million in 2019. 
Diabetes and dementia enter the 
top 10 causes of death.

Alzheimer's disease and oth-
er forms of dementia are now 
among the top 10 causes of death 
worldwide, ranking 3rd in both 
the Americas and Europe in 2019. 
Women are disproportionally af-
fected: globally, 65 per cent of 
deaths from Alzheimer's and other 
forms of dementia are women.

Deaths from diabetes increased 
by 70 per cent globally between 
2000 and 2019, with an 80 per cent 
rise in deaths among males. In the 
Eastern Mediterranean, deaths from 
diabetes have more than doubled 
and represent the greatest percent-
age increase of all WHO regions.

The WHO said the estimates re-
veal trends over the last 2 decades 
in mortality and morbidity caused 
by diseases and injuries, clearly 
highlighting the need for an inten-
sified global focus on preventing 

and treating cardiovascular diseas-
es, cancer, diabetes and chronic re-
spiratory diseases, as well as tack-
ling injuries, in all regions of the 
world, as set out in the agenda for 
the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals.

“These new estimates are an-
other reminder that we need to 
rapidly step up prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment of non-commu-

nicable diseases,” Director-General 
of WHO Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said.

“They highlight the urgency 
of drastically improving primary 
health care equitably and holisti-
cally. Strong primary health care 
is clearly the foundation on which 
everything rests, from combatting 
non-communicable diseases to 
managing a global pandemic.”

While more non-communicable 
diseases are now causing deaths 
worldwide, there has been a global 
decline in deaths from communi-
cable diseases, which however still 
remain a major challenge in low- 
and middle-income countries.

In 2019, pneumonia and other 
lower respiratory infections were 
the deadliest group of communica-
ble diseases and together ranked as 
the fourth leading cause of death.

 However, compared to 2000, 

lower respiratory infections were 
claiming fewer lives than in the 
past, with the global number of 
deaths decreasing by nearly half a 
million, WHO said adding that this 
reduction is in line with a general 
global decline in the percentage of 
deaths caused by communicable 
diseases.

 HIV/AIDS dropped from the 
8th leading cause of death in 2000 

to the 19th in 2019, reflecting the 
success of efforts to prevent infec-
tion, test for the virus and treat the 
disease over the last two decades. 
While it remains the fourth leading 
cause of death in Africa, the number 
of deaths has dropped by more than 
half, falling from over 1 million in 
2000 to 435 000 in 2019 in Africa.

 WHO said Tuberculosis is also 
no longer in the global top 10, 
falling from 7th place in 2000 to 
13th in 2019, with a 30% reduction 
in global deaths. Yet, it remains 
among the top 10 causes of deaths 
in the African and South-East Asian 
regions, where it is the 8th and 5th 
leading cause respectively.

The new estimates also empha-
sise the toll that communicable 
diseases still take in low-income 
countries: 6 of the top 10 causes 
of death in low-income countries 
are still communicable diseases, 

including malaria (6th), tuberculo-
sis (8th) and HIV/AIDS (9th).

 Meanwhile, in recent years, the 
WHO reports highlight an overall 
concerning slow-down or plateau-
ing of progress against infectious 
diseases like HIV, tuberculosis and 
malaria.

The new projections state that 
people are living longer – but with 
more disability.

The estimates further confirm 
the growing trend for longevity: in 
2019, people were living more than 
6 years longer than in 2000, with 
a global average of more than 73 
years in 2019 compared to nearly 
67 in 2000. But on average, only 
5 of those additional years were 
lived in good health. Disability, 
however, is on the rise.

“To a large extent, the dis-
eases and health conditions that 
are causing the most deaths are 
those that are responsible for the 
greatest number of healthy life-
years lost. Heart disease, diabetes, 
stroke, lung cancer and chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease were 
collectively responsible for nearly 
100 million additional healthy 
life-years lost in 2019 compared to 
2000,” WHO said.

Injuries are another major cause 
of disability and death, with the 
African region recording a sig-
nificant rise in road traffic injuries 
since 2000.

Globally, deaths from road traf-
fic injuries are 75 per cent male.

Assistant Director-General for 
the Division of Data, Analytics and 
Delivery for Impact at WHO Dr 
Samira Asma said robust health 
data are critical to address inequal-
ities, prioritize policies and allo-
cate resources to prevent disability 
and save lives.

"We call upon governments and 
stakeholders to urgently invest in 
data and health information sys-
tems to support timely and effec-
tive decision-making,” Asma said.  
-PTI

Study suggests exercise may protect 
bone health after weight loss surgery

Although weight loss surgery 
is a highly effective treat-
ment for obesity, it can be 

detrimental to bone health. A new 
study published in the Journal of 
Bone and Mineral Research suggests 
that exercise may help address this 
shortcoming.

The study randomised 84 patients 
undergoing weight loss surgery to an 
exercise group or a control group for 
11 months. The exercise group per-
formed a high impact, balance, and 
resistance exercises three times per 
week. Twelve months after surgery, 
participants in the exercise group 
had higher bone mineral density 
measurements at the lumbar spine 
and the forearm compared with 
those in the control group. Also, par-
ticipants who attended at least half 
of the exercise sessions had higher 
bone mineral density at the femoral 
neck than those in the control group.

"These findings showed that a 

structured exercise program may 
be a valid treatment option to mini-
mize weight loss surgery-induced 
bone loss, which may be particularly 
important since many patients un-
dergo surgery in early adulthood or 
even at pediatric ages," said lead au-
thor Florencio Diniz-Sousa, MSc, of 

the University of Porto, in Portugal.
"As stated in recently released 

World Health Organization physi-
cal activity guidelines, regular exer-
cise should be a priority for every-
one, including patients who have 
undergone weight loss surgery." 
-Agencies

New smartphone-based COVID-19 test 
gives results in less than 30 minutes

S cientists have developed a 
novel technology for a CRISPR-
based COVID-19 diagnostic 

test that uses a smartphone camera 
to provide accurate results in under 
30 minutes.

According to the research pub-
lished in the journal Cell, the new 
diagnostic test can not only generate 
a positive or negative result, it also 
measures the viral load -- the concen-
tration of virus -- in a given sample.

All CRISPR diagnostics to date 
have required that the viral RNA be 
converted to DNA and amplified be-
fore it can be detected, adding time 
and complexity, the researchers said.

In contrast, the new approach 
skips all the conversion and 

amplification steps, using CRISPR to 
directly detect the viral RNA, they 
said.

"One reason we are excited about 
CRISPR-based diagnostics is the po-
tential for quick, accurate results 

at the point of need," said Jennifer 
Doudna, a senior investigator at 
Gladstone Institutes in the US.

"This is especially helpful in 
places with limited access to test-
ing, or when frequent, rapid testing 
is needed. It could eliminate a lot 
of the bottlenecks we've seen with 
COVID-19," Doudna said.

Doudna won the 2020 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry for co-discover-
ing CRISPR-Cas genome editing, the 
technology that underlies this work.

In the new test, the Cas13 protein 
is combined with a reporter mole-
cule that becomes fluorescent when 
cut, and then mixed with a patient 
sample from a nasal swab, the re-
searchers said.

The sample is placed in a device 
that attaches to a smartphone. If the 
sample contains RNA from SARS-
CoV-2, Cas13 will be activated and 
will cut the reporter molecule, caus-
ing the emission of a fluorescent 
signal, they said.

The smartphone camera, essen-
tially converted into a microscope, 
can detect the fluorescence and re-
port that a swab tested positive for 
the virus, according to the research-
ers. They say that the assay could 
be adapted to a variety of mobile 
phones, making the technology eas-
ily accessible.

When the scientists tested their 
device using patient samples, they 
confirmed that it could provide a 
very fast turnaround time of results 
for samples with clinically relevant 
viral loads. The research found that 
the device accurately detected a set of 
positive samples in under 5 minutes.

For samples with a low viral load, 
the researchers said, the device re-
quired up to 30 minutes to distin-
guish it from a negative test. -PTI

Studying individual differences 
in language skills

Although most people learn to speak 
their mother tongue fluently, native 
speakers differ in their ability to use 
language. Adult language users not only 
differ in the number of words they know, 
they also differ in how quickly they pro-
duce and understand words and sen-
tences. In a recent study, researchers find 
how do individuals differ across language 
tasks and what are individual differences 
in language ability related to general cog-
nitive abilities.

Such questions can only be answered 
by testing large numbers of individuals 
on a large number of language and cogni-
tive tests. Lead author Florian Hintz and 
his team designed such a test battery, 
with the aim of using it in a larger study. 
In the larger ‘IndividuLa’ study (funded by 
the Language in Interaction consortium), 
the team will be combining test perfor-
mance data with DNA from a thousand 

participants. In addition, the brains of 
about 300 of the 1,000 participants will 
be scanned. However, the authors first 
needed to pilot the test battery with a 
smaller number of participants.“Previous 
individual-differences studies have of-
ten focused on a limited set of skills,” 
says Hintz. “The present dataset goes 
one step further and provides a com-
prehensive overview of language users’ 
linguistic and non-linguistic skills, with 
multiple tests per skill”.The researchers 
invited 112 participants with ages rang-
ing from 18 to 29 and mixed educational 
backgrounds to the lab in Nijmegen. 
Participants completed the battery of 33 
tests twice, to establish the reliability of 
the new measurements, with one month 
in between test sessions. Testing took 
about eight hours per participant.

The battery included three types of 
tests: (1) tests of linguistic experience 

such as vocabulary size, (2) tests of gen-
eral cognitive skills such as processing 
speed or working memory capacity, and 
(3) tests of linguistic processing skills, 
measuring production and comprehen-
sion of words and sentences. Apart from 
well-known standardised tests (such as 
Raven’s matrices), the battery included 
newly developed tests (such as a test on 
idiomatic expressions and a test on nor-
mative rules of Dutch grammar).

The majority of the tests proved to be 
reliable and suitable for the Individual 
main study, which is currently ongoing. 
The team is still recruiting participants 
for the main study, so native Dutch 
speakers (between 18 and 30) are invited 
to take part.

The authors decided to share the data 
from their pilot study, which is freely 
available at the UK Data Service data 
archive. The team encourages other re-
searchers to use the database for new 
analyses. “Individual-differences studies 
are rarely conducted, as these studies 
are time-consuming and expensive,” says 
Hintz. “Especially in the current situa-
tion, where in-person testing isn’t always 
possible, this resource may provide alter-
native routes for conducting research”.

“The database is valuable to any re-
searcher, clinician, or teacher interested 
in investigating the relationships be-
tween linguistic skills, non-linguistic 
skills and linguistic knowledge”, Hintz 
concludes. “Ultimately, using this da-
taset, one may take a first step towards 
addressing the question ‘What makes 
someone a good language user?" 
-Agencies

How much plastic are you eating?
What's for dinner? Lego sushi, credit 
card burgers, or a well-done piece of PVC 
pipe?

These examples may sound extreme, 
but can easily represent over time the cu-
mulative amount of microscopic pieces 
of plastic we consume every day.

People could be ingesting the equiva-
lent of a credit card of plastic a week, a 
2019 study by WWF International con-
cluded, mainly in plastic-infused drink-
ing water but also via food like shellfish, 
which tends to be eaten whole so the 
plastic in their digestive systems is also 
consumed.

Reuters used the findings of the study 
to illustrate what this amount of plastic 
actually looks like over various periods 
of time.

In a month, we ingest the weight of a 
4x2 Lego brick in plastic, and in a year, the 
amount of plastic in a fireman's helmet.

This may not sound like much, but it 
can add up. At this rate of consumption, 

in a decade, we could be eating 2.5 kg 
(5.5 lb) in plastic, the equivalent of over 
two sizable pieces of plastic pipe.

And over a lifetime, we consume about 
20 kg (44 lb) of microplastic.

Plastic production has surged in the 
last 50 years with the widespread use 
of inexpensive disposable products. As 
plastic is not biodegradable, but only 
breaks down into smaller pieces, it ulti-
mately ends up everywhere, cluttering 

beaches and choking marine wildlife, as 
well as in the food chain.

Standing on the shoreline of a wild-
life-protected saltmarsh in southern 
England, Malcolm Hudson, a professor of 
environmental science at the University 
of Southampton, shows Reuters small, 
bead-like plastic pellets that permeate 
the marsh.

Hudson says that most research has 
been done on these microplastics, but 
there are increasing amounts of even 
smaller particles called nanoplastics in 
the environment that are far more diffi-
cult to detect, which we are likely ingest-
ing as well.

"It could pass into our blood or lym-
phatic system and end up in our organs," 
said Hudson.

"Those plastic particles are little time 
bombs waiting to break down small 
enough to be absorbed by wildlife or by 
people and then potentially have harm-
ful consequences." -Agencies



C
hina’s aviation 
regulator is recom-
mending cabin crew 
on charter flights 

to high-risk Covid-19 des-
tinations wear disposable 
diapers and avoid using the 
bathroom to reduce the risk 
of infection.

The advice comes in a 
38-page list of guidelines 
for airlines to prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. The 
sixth edition echoes similar 
instructions in previous, less 
lengthy versions.

The Civil Aviation Ad-
ministration of China said 
the recommendation applies 
for charter flights to and 
from countries and regions 
where infections exceed 500 
in every one million people.

The diaper advice is in a 
section on personal protec-
tive equipment, which also 
recommends the following 

for cabin crew:
Other advice for the 

flights includes dividing the 
cabin into “clean area, buffer 
zone, passenger sitting area 
and quarantine area,” sepa-
rated by disposable curtains. 
The last three rows should 
be designated as an emer-
gency quarantine area, said 
CAAC. CAAC declined to dis-
close any more details on the 

guidelines.
China’s aviation market 

was hit hard at the onset of 
the outbreak in Wuhan and 
subsequent spread around 
the country. But it has re-
covered -- on the domestic 
front at least -- to close to pre-
pandemic levels, while other 
regions such as Europe and 
the U.S. struggle to bring Co-
vid-19 under control.

Syed Zafar Mehdi   
ANADOlu agency 

TEHRAN : Iran and Afghani-
stan on Thursday inaugurated 
the Khaf-Herat 220-kilometer 
(136 miles) railroad project, in 
presence of the presidents two 
countries.

As part of the large east-
west railway corridor extending 
to China and Europe, this new 
railway track connects Iran’s 
eastern city of Khaf with Afghan-
istan’s western city of Ghorian.

During the virtual inaugu-
ration ceremony, Iran’s Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani termed 
it a “historic day” in the rela-
tions between the two neigh-
boring countries.

He said the rail route, which 
is Iran’s sixth border railroad 
with neighboring countries, will 
“strengthen the bond” between 
Iran and Afghanistan.

Under construction since 
2007, the project worth 28 tril-
lion rials ($700 million) con-
sists of four sections. Three 
sections of the route were 
funded by Tehran and the 
fourth section by Kabul.

The three sections, cover-
ing 140 km (86 mi) from Khaf 
in Iran to Roznak in Afghani-
stan’s Herat province, were put 
into operation on Thursday.

Ahead of the ceremony, a tri-
al freight train delivered 400 tons 
of cement from Iran to Afghani-
stan last week. A passenger train 
also took Iranian officials to Af-

ghanistan for a meeting.
According to Iran’s Minis-

ter of Roads and Urban Devel-
opment Mohammad Eslami, 
the railroad can transport one 
million passengers and six 
million tons of goods a year.

Rouhani, speaking 
through video link, said the 
culture and history of the two 
countries are intertwined, 
so the economy and markets 
should also be linked.

“Our victory is your victory 
and your happiness are our joy,” 
he said, addressing the people of 
the neighboring country.

“We are proud to have host-
ed millions of Afghans over the 
past 40 years,” he added.

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani in his speech expressed 
happiness over the operational-
ization of what he described as a 
“historic and vital project.” He 
hoped the project will lead to an 
“economic leap” of the region.

ICC Drops Probe Into Alleged 
UK War Crimes In Iraq Despite 
‘Reasonable’ Evidence

Friday|11-12-2020

DUBAI: A Saudi political prisoner and human 
rights activist is facing the very real and very grim 
prospect of death by beheading. What for? Partici-
pating in protests, "chanting slogans hostile to the 

I R A N  F M  I N  S Y R I A

AGENCIES

Baghdad: Despite finding “rea-
sonable basis” for allegations 
of war crimes against British 
soldiers in Iraq, an Internation-
al Criminal Court (ICC) pros-
ecutor dropped a preliminary 
investigation, citing the UK’s 
own efforts to investigate the 
conduct of its troops in the war.

In a statement released on 
Wednesday, prosecutor Fa-
tou Bensouda acknowledged 
the fact that the probe did not 
lead to the prosecution of any 
suspects, but stressed that the 
outcome of the investigation 
does not mean war crimes did 
not occur. 

“There is a reasonable ba-
sis to believe that members of 
the British armed forces com-
mitted the war crimes of will-
ful killing, torture, inhuman/
cruel treatment, outrages upon 
personal dignity, and rape 
and/or other forms of sexual 
violence,” Bensouda said.

“The Office [of the Pros-
ecutor] has identified a con-
fined number of incidents 
to reach this determination 

which, while not exhaustive, 
appear to correspond to the 
most serious allegations of 
violence against persons in 
UK custody.”

The ICC statement also 
refuted claims that legal pro-
ceedings made on behalf of 
Iraqi victims of alleged war 
crimes were all “vexatious” 
or spurious, as stated by for-
mer British Prime Minister 
Theresa May and other UK 
government ministers. 

The UK’s Service Pros-
ecution Authority threw out 
hundreds of claims brought 
on behalf of Iraqis against 
the UK Ministry of Defence 
for alleged abuses.

“The Office has found un-
tenable the proposition that 
these various processes all 
arose from vexatious claims,” 
the ICC prosecutor said in her 
statement, adding that the lack 
of prosecutions “has deprived 
the victims of justice”.

Rupert Skilbeck, director 
of legal firm Redress, which 
brings legal cases on behalf 
of victims of torture, said: 
“Survivors of torture and ill-

treatment will be profoundly 
disappointed that the ICC 
Prosecutor will not now be 
pursuing her investigation 
against the UK.

“The prosecutor is clear 
that there was strong evidence 
of war crimes - including the 
use of the ‘five techniques’ 
[of physical and psychologi-
cal abuse] - and identifies nu-
merous concerns with the UK 
investigations, not least that 
there were no prosecutions 
despite such a large number of 
accepted claims.”

In an accompanying re-
port, the prosecutor detailed 
alleged incidents committed 
by UK armed forces against 
“civilians or hors de combat” 
at detention facilities in Iraq 
between 2003 and 2009. 

The report speculated that 
the Iraq Historic Allegations 
Team (IHAT) and later the Ser-
vice Police Legacy Investiga-
tions (SPLI) - which led internal 
UK probes - did not press charg-
es against soldiers because of a 
lack of evidence or because they 
were not confident in securing 
convictions.

...

Pak , China Began Joint Air 
Exercise Shaheen (Eagle)-IX 
On Wednesday

US Senate backs massive 
arms sales to UAE after 
Trump veto threat
Agencies

Washington: The United States 
Senate has defeated an effort to 
block the Trump administra-
tion’s sale of $23bn in advanced 
fighter jets and drones to the 
United Arab Emirates.

President Donald Trump 
had issued a formal threat to 
veto congressional efforts to 
block the planned weapons 
transfer, which is tied to the 
UAE’s normalisation of ties 
with Israel under the “Abra-
ham Accords”.

Two procedural votes 
failed to gain a majority of the 
100-member Senate, effectively 
stopping the effort to block the 
sale of advanced F-35 fighter 
jets and Reaper drones.

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell said the reso-
lutions seeking to block the 
arms sale fell far short of the 
two-thirds support that would 
be needed to overcome a presi-
dential veto.

“It’s a little baffling to sug-
gest that, now of all times, a 
protest gesture with no chance 
of obtaining a veto-proof ma-
jority is a valuable use of the 
Senate’s time,” McConnell said 
in Senate floor remarks.

Backers of the sale de-
scribed the UAE as an impor-
tant US partner in the Middle 
East. Opponents criticised the 
UAE for its involvement in the 
war in Yemen, a conflict de-
scribed by the United Nations 
as one of the world’s worst hu-
manitarian disasters.

The Trump administration 
told Congress on November 10 
that it had approved the sale 
to the UAE of weapons made 
by General Atomics, Lockheed 
Martin Corp and Raytheon 
Technologies Corp.

The deal includes the 
F-35, the world’s most ad-
vanced fighter jet; more 
than 14,000 bombs and mu-
nitions; and the second-
largest sale of US drones to 
a single country.

The White House said the 
sales directly support US for-
eign policy and national secu-
rity objectives by “enabling 
the UAE to deter increasing 
Iranian aggressive behaviour 
and threats” in the wake of its 
recent deal with Israel.

The veto threat was expect-
ed. US law requires congressio-
nal review of major arms deals, 
and lets senators force votes on 
resolutions of disapproval.

Agencies

London: Britain’s medicine 
regulator said anyone with 
a history of anaphylaxis to a 
medicine or food should not 
get the Pfizer-BioNTech CO-
VID-19 vaccine, giving fuller 
guidance on an earlier allergy 
warning about the shot.

Starting with the elderly 
and frontline workers, Britain 
began mass vaccinating its 
population on Tuesday, part of 
a global drive that poses one of 
the biggest logistical challeng-
es in peacetime history.

The Medicines and Health-

care Products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) said there 
had been two reports of ana-
phylaxis and one report of 
a possible allergic reaction 
since rollout began.

“Any person with a history 
of anaphylaxis to a vaccine, 
medicine or food should not re-
ceive the Pfizer BioNTech vac-
cine,” MHRA Chief Executive 
June Raine said in a statement.

“Most people will not get 
anaphylaxis and the benefits in 
protecting people against CO-
VID-19 outweigh the risks... You 
can be completely confident that 
this vaccine has met the MHRA’s 
robust standards of safety, qual-
ity and effectiveness.”

Anaphylaxis is an overre-
action of the body’s immune 

system, which the National 
Health Service describes as 
severe and sometimes life-
threatening.

The fuller guidance, clarify-
ing that the main risk was from 
anaphylaxis specifically, was 
issued after consulting experts 
on allergies. The MHRA had 
initially advised anyone with a 
history of a “significant allergic 
reaction” not to take the shot.

Pfizer and BioNTech said 
they were supporting the 
MHRA’s investigation.

Last week, Britain’s 
MHRA became the first in the 
world to approve the vaccine, 

developed by Germany’s Bi-
oNTech and Pfizer, while the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) and European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) con-
tinue to assess the data.

A top U.S. official said on 
Wednesday that Americans 
with known severe allergic re-
actions may not be candidates 
for Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
until more was understood 
about what had happened.

Canada’s health minis-
try said it would look at the 
reported adverse reactions 
in Britain, but said adverse 
events were to be expected 
and would not necessarily 
change the risk/benefit of the 
shot, after the country ap-
proved the vaccine.

UK Issues Allergy Warning 
On Pfizer Vaccine After 
Adverse Reactions

Iran Afghanistan inaugurate crucial rail project
Press Trust of India

Islamabad: The air forces 
of Pakistan and China on 
Wednesday commenced a joint 
exercise designed to deepen 
practical cooperation and im-
prove the actual-combat train-
ing level of the two sides.

The joint air force exercise 
“Shaheen (Eagle)-IX” started 
on Wednesday at an operation-
al air base of the Pakistan Air 
Force (PAF) in Sindh province.

A contingent of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army Air 
Force (PLAAF), comprising 
combat pilots, air defence 
controllers and technical 
ground crew, participated in 
the exercise, the PAF said in 
a statement.

The opening ceremony of 
the exercise was jointly wit-
nessed by Deputy Chief of Air 
Staff (Operations) Air Vice 
Marshal Waqas Ahmed Suleh-

ri and Assistant Chief of Staff, 
PLAAF, Major General Sun 
Hong, it said.

“The joint exercise will im-
prove the actual level of com-
bat training and strengthen 
practical cooperation between 
the two air forces,” Major Gen-
eral Sun Hong said.

Welcoming the Chinese 
contingent, Air Vice Marshal 
Sulehri said, “The joint exercise 
will provide an opportunity to 
further enhance interoperabil-
ity of both the air forces, there-
by fortifying brotherly relations 
between the two countries.”

Shaheen-IX is the ninth in 
the series of Joint Air Exercises 
which is conducted each year in 
both countries on alternate ba-
sis. The first such drill was held 
in Pakistan in March 2011.

China and Pakistan share 
close military ties. China helps 
Pakistan to jointly produce JF-17 
fighter jets and other armaments.

Facebook Faces US Lawsuits 
That Could Force Sale Of 
Instagram, WhatsApp
Agencies

Washington: Facebook Inc could be forced to sell its prized 
assets WhatsApp and Instagram after the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission and nearly every U.S. state filed lawsuits 
against the social media 
company, saying it used 
a “buy or bury” strat-
egy to snap up rivals and 
keep smaller competi-
tors at bay.

With the filing of 
the twin lawsuits on 
Wednesday, Facebook 
becomes the second big 
tech company to face a 
major legal challenge 
this year after the U.S. Justice Department sued Alphabet 
Inc’s Google in October, accusing the $1 trillion company of 
using its market power to fend off rivals.

The lawsuits highlight the growing bipartisan consensus 
to hold Big Tech accountable for its business practices and 
mark a rare moment of agreement between the Trump ad-
ministration and Democrats, some of whom have advocated 
breaking up both Google and Facebook.

The complaints on Wednesday accuse Facebook of 
buying up rivals, focusing specifically on its previous 
acquisitions of photo-sharing app Instagram for $1 bil-
lion in 2012 and messaging app WhatsApp for $19 bil-
lion in 2014.

Federal and state regulators said the acquisitions should 
be unwound - a move that is likely to set off a long legal chal-
lenge as the deals were cleared years earlier by the FTC.

“For nearly a decade, Facebook has used its dominance 
and monopoly power to crush smaller rivals, snuff out com-
petition, all at the expense of everyday users,” said New 
York Attorney General Letitia James on behalf of the co-
alition of 46 states, Washington, D.C. and Guam. Alabama, 
Georgia, South Carolina and South Dakota did not partici-
pate in the lawsuit.

James said the company acquired rivals before they 
could threaten the company’s dominance.

Facebook’s general counsel Jennifer Newstead called the 
lawsuits “revisionist history” and said antitrust laws do not 
exist to punish “successful companies.” She said WhatsApp 
and Instagram have succeeded after Facebook invested bil-
lions of dollars in growing the apps.

N E W S M A K E R S

China Tells Airline Crew To Wear 
Diapers On Risky Covid Flights

“Heads Will Roll”: Russia Investigates 
“Doomsday Plane” Robbery

M
oscow: The Kremlin on Wednes-
day sounded the alarm over the 
theft of sensitive equipment 
from a secretive "doomsday 

plane" designed for the country's top com-
mand in event of a nuclear attack.

The interior ministry said police in the 
southern city of Taganrog had been alert-
ed that 1 million rubles ($13,600) worth of 
equipment was stolen from an Ilyushin Il-
80 plane at an airfield.

President Vladimir Putin's spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov described the breach as 
an "emergency situation" and vowed that 
"measures will be taken to prevent this 
from happening in the future."

The interior ministry did not specify 
what was stolen but said that investigators 
had been dispatched to the scene.

The port city of Taganrog, more than 
1,100 kilometres (700 miles) south of Mos-
cow, is home to Beriev Aircraft Company, 
a struggling state-controlled enterprise.

Both the interior ministry and 
Beriev declined to comment when 
reached by AFP.

But the Kremlin-friendly REN-TV tele-

vision channel reported earlier this week 
that radio equipment was taken from an Il-
80 plane that was undergoing maintenance 
at Taganrog.

Thieves opened the aircraft's cargo 
hatch and shoe and fingerprints were 
found inside the aircraft, the channel said, 
adding that Beriev reported the theft to po-
lice last week.

The channel said that 12 people had 
been questioned as part of the probe that 
was made public on Wednesday.

Citing a source, it said officials with 
access to the airfield could be behind the 
high-profile theft.

Turkish series Ertugrul 
star in Pakistan on 
short visit

T
he leading actor of Resur-
rection: Ertugrul, a popular 
Turkish TV series, arrived in 
Lahore, Pakistan on a short 

visit on Thursday.
"#ErtugrulGazi (Diriliş Ertuğrul) 

lead actor/hero Mr. Engin Altan 
Düzyatan just landed at Lahore 
Airport for a short visit to Pakistan 
at the invitation of a private busi-
ness company," Pakistan embassy in 
Ankara tweeted.

According to a report on the Urdu 
website of Turkish public broadcaster 
TRT, he will sign an agreement with 
the Lahore-based Chaudhary group of 
industries as a brand ambassador.

However, due to a surge in corona-
virus cases in the country, he may not 
be able to meet his fans.

The Turkish production earned 
heroic status in Pakistan after state 
television broadcast a version dubbed 
in Urdu.

Within days of the first telecast, 
the fan following for the series and its 
actors surged, especially Duzyatan.
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Will block train tracks if 
demands not met: Farmer leaders

Farmers agitating against the Centre’s 
new agri laws on Thursday said they 
will block railway tracks if their 

demands are not met and will announce the 
date soon.

Addressing reporters at the Singhu border 
where they have been protesting for almost 

two weeks to demand a rollback of the 
law, the farmer unions also reiterated that 
they will intensify their agitation and start 
blocking all highways leading to the national 
capital. “We will block railway tracks if our 
demands are not met. We will decide on the 
date and announce it soon,” farmer leader 

Boota Singh said at the press conference.
“Centre has admitted that laws have been 

made for traders. If agriculture is a state sub-
ject, Central govt does not have right to make 
laws on it,” added Balbir Singh Rajewal, 
another leader.

Thousands of farmers have been 

protesting at various border points for 
almost two weeks seeking a repeal of the 
new laws, which they claim were aimed at 
benefitting corporates by weakening the 
mandi system and the minimum support 
price (MSP) regime for procurement of farm 
produce. —PTI

‘Atmanirbhar Parliament 
similar to Pentagon’: Why 
Congress MPs are unhappy

A t the foundation stone-
laying ceremony for the 
new Parliament build-

ing on Thursday, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi declared the build-
ing would “witness India becoming 
atmanirbhar (self-reliant)”.

 The Central Vista project, of 
which the new Parliament is a key 
part, has been a major project of 
the Narendra Modi government. 
Not surprisingly, it has been op-
posed bitterly by opposition par-
ties such as the Congress. The 
current Parliament, built by the 
British, was inaugurated in 1927.

Congress MP Jairam Ramesh was 
seemingly not impressed by the de-
sign for the new Parliament. Ramesh 
tweeted it bore an “eerie likeness” to 
the Pentagon, the US Department of 
Defense’s headquarters.

Ramesh, a Rajya Sabha MP, 
tweeted, “Well, the existing 
Parliament building built by the 
Brits bears a remarkable similarity 
to the Chausath Yogini Temple in 
Morena in Madhya Pradesh, while 
the new ‘atmanirbhar’ Parliament 
building bears an eerie likeness to 
the Pentagon in Washington DC.”

Manish Tewari, a Congress Lok 
Sabha MP, tweeted, “Why has the 
new Parliament building been mod-
elled on the Pentagon ? Coincidence 
-deliberate or default?”

However, Ramesh himself 
was questioned by some Twitter 

users who pointed out the pro-
posed Parliament had a triangular 
shape.

For instance, Savio Rodrigues, 
the editor of Goa Chronicle, tweet-
ed, “Jairam, it is my honest advice 
because you are normally intelli-
gent, please get your eyes checked. 
Pentagon is a Pentagon structure, in 
what way does the new Parliament 
building look like a Pentagon. In 
fact, the structure is more in keep-
ing with our Vedic structures.”

The Congress party’s opposition 
to the new Parliament extends to 
more than just aesthetics. Senior 
Congress spokesperson Randeep 
Singh Surjewala tweeted, “Dear PM, 
Parliament is not mortar & stones, 
It envisions Democracy, It im-
bibes Constitution, It is Economic-
Political-Social Equality, It is 
Compassion & Camaraderie, It is 
aspirations of 130 Cr Indians. What 
would a building built upon tram-
pling of these values represent?”

The Congress party’s official 
Twitter handle alleged the Modi 
government’s decision to build a 
new Parliament stemmed from 
“deep-seated insecurity”. The 
Congress tweeted, “This desper-
ate desire to build bigger & scream 
louder comes from a deep-seated 
insecurity that one will never live up 
to great leaders & govts of the past 
that helped mould the incredible 
democracy being torn apart today.”

Launch surgical strike on China, Pak if 
they’re behind farmers’ stir: Sanjay Raut

S hiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut highlighted 
a statement from a Union minister who claimed 
China and Pakistan were behind the farmers’ 

protests.
Union Minister Raosaheb Danve told a gathering in 

Maharashtra’s Jalna district on Wednesday, “The agita-
tion that is going on is not that of farmers. China and 
Pakistan have a hand behind this. Muslims in this coun-
try were incited first. What was said [to them]? That NRC 
is coming, CAA is coming and Muslims will have to leave 
this country in six months. Did a single Muslim leave?”

Danve added “Those efforts didn’t succeed and now 
farmers are being told that they will face losses. This 
is the conspiracy of other countries.” Raut was quoted 

by ANI as saying on Thursday that the claim by Danve 
was “serious” and demanded a “surgical strike” against 
China and Pakistan.

“If a Union minister has information that China and 
Pakistan have a hand behind farmers’ agitation, then, 
the defence minister should immediately conduct a 
surgical strike on China and Pakistan. The president, 
PM, HM and chiefs of the armed forces should discuss 
this issue seriously,” Raut claimed.

Last month, Danve had courted controversy when 
he claimed the Uddhav Thackeray government in 
Maharashtra would fall and the BJP would form a new 
administration in three months. Raut had then declared 
opposition leaders were speaking out of frustration.

Following India protests closely, 
says UK after Boris Johnson gaffe
PM had ‘clearly misheard’ a question in Parliament: Foreign Office

London: The UK Foreign Office is closely follow-
ing the protests by farmers in India, a government 
spokesperson said on Thursday as it clarified 
that Prime Minister Boris Johnson had “clearly 
misheard” a question in Parliament when he 
responded with Britain’s stance on the India-
Pakistan dispute instead.

The gaffe occurred during the weekly Prime 
Minister’s Questions (PMQs) session in the House 
of Commons on Wednesday, when Johnson reiter-
ated that any dispute between India and Pakistan 
was for the two countries to settle bilaterally in 
response to a question by Opposition Labour MP 
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi about conveying British 
Sikh “anxieties” over the ongoing protests against 
agricultural reforms in India.

A UK government spokesperson said: “The 
Prime Minister clearly misheard the question in 
Parliament. The Foreign Office are following the 
issue of protests in India closely.”

Dhesi, who has been very vocal on the protests 
by farmers against India’s agricultural reforms, 
had raised the issue of the footage of “water can-
nons, teargas and brute force” being used against 
the peaceful protesters.

“So, will the Prime Minister (Johnson) convey 
to the Indian Prime Minister (Narendra Modi) our 
heartfelt anxieties, our hopes for a speedy reso-
lution to the current deadlock and does he agree 
that everyone has a fundamental right to peaceful 

protest,” he questioned Johnson.
The British Prime Minister, in his brief re-

sponse, seemed to be addressing the Kashmir 
dispute instead.

“Our view is that of course we have serious 
concerns about what is happening between India 
and Pakistan but these are pre-eminently matters 
for those two governments to settle and I know 
that he appreciates that point,” said Johnson.

A perplexed Dhesi took to social media imme-
diately to brand Johnson as “absolutely clueless” 
and was joined by scores of fellow Labour politi-
cians and others in expressing shock at the gaffe.

“The incompetence from this government con-
tinues. The foreign secretary Dominic Raab has 
failed to brief the PM on one of the largest pro-
tests the world has seen,” said fellow British Sikh 
Labour MP Preet Kaur Gill.

“It would seem our Prime Minister (and former 
Foreign Secretary) doesn’t know the difference 
between Punjab and Kashmir. Why are we not 
surprised,” added Emily Thornberry, Labour MP 
and former shadow foreign secretary.

The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) has refused to be drawn into British 
politicians’ representations seeking UK govern-
ment intervention in the matter, stating that “the 
police handling of protests are a matter for the 
government of India”.

Thousands of farmers are currently staying put 

at Delhi’s borders with Haryana and Uttar Pradesh 
in protest against the Farmers’ Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020, 
the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 
Act, 2020 and the Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

They have expressed apprehension that these 
laws would pave the way for the dismantling of 
the minimum support price system, leaving them 
at the “mercy” of big corporations.

However, the government has maintained that 
the new laws will bring farmers better opportuni-
ties and usher in new technologies in agriculture.

There have been multiple rounds of talks be-
tween representatives of the protestors and the 
government but the logjam continues. PTI

“It would seem our Prime Minister 
(and former Foreign Secretary) 
doesn’t know the difference 
between Punjab and Kashmir. 
Why are we not surprised,” 
added Emily Thornberry, Labour MP and 
former shadow foreign secretary.

           If a Union minister has 
information that China 
and Pakistan have a hand 
behind farmers’ agitation, 
then, the defence minister 
should immediately conduct 
a surgical strike on China and 
Pakistan. The president, PM, 
HM and chiefs of the armed 
forces should discuss this 
issue seriously”

Jharkhand Woman Allegedly Raped By
17 Men, Women’s Panel Seeks Report

New Delhi: Expressing serious 
concern over the alleged rape of a 
woman by 17 men in Jharkhand’s 
Dumka district, the National 
Commission for Women (NCW) to-
day asked the state police to com-
plete the probe in the case within 
two months.

According to reports, the woman 
was raped and her husband held 

hostage by 17 men when the couple 
was returning home from a market 
on Tuesday night.

The woman told the police the ac-
cused were drunk, the reports said.

In a statement, the National 
Commission for Women said it is 
seriously concerned about the re-
ported incident and has taken suo 
motu cognisance of the matter.

“Chairperson Rekha Sharma 
has written to Director General of 
Police, Jharkhand seeking adherence 
to guidelines of Ministry of Home 
Affairs of completing probes in two 
months in cases of sexual assault,” 
the National Commission for Women 
said. The commission said it has also 
sought a detailed action taken report 
in the matter from the police.


