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SRINAGAR TODAY : PARTLY CLOUDY

...ROSHNI ACT

Admin Orders 
Cancellation Of 
Land Mutations

Observer News Service 

JAMMU: The divisional adminis-
tration in this winter capital on 
Thursday directed all the Deputy 
Commissioners to cancel all 
the mutations of the state land 
transferred under Roshni Act in 
the districts.

The directions in this regard 
were issued by Divisional Com-
missioner, Sanjeev Verma during a 
video conference meeting with the 
Deputy Commissioners of the divi-
sion, an official spokesperson said.

Verma, he said directed the 

DCs to start the process imme-
diately and submit details in the 
prescribed format regarding land 
transferred under Roshni Act. 

“He asked them to share details 
i.e. number of beneficiaries in 
whose favour the land has been 
transferred, total number of land 
whether it is residential or agri-
culture, whether mutations can-
celled or not, and other details,” 
the official spokesperson said.

“The Divisional Commissioner 
also asked the DCs to share details 
of other state land encroached in 
their respective districts,”PAGE 02 

“THE DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER ALSO 
asked the DCs to share details of other state land 
encroached in their respective districts,” 

Im
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27 PAGD Candidates File 
Nomination Papers For District Polls

Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: The People's Alliance 
for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), 
an amalgam of seven political 
parties in Jammu and Kashmir 
seeking restoration of the erst-
while state's special status, on 
Thursday fielded 27 candidates 
from three parties including Na-
tional Conference (NC), Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
Peoples Conference (PC) for the 
forthcoming District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) polls

The NC is contesting 21 of the 
27 seats in the Kashmir valley, 
the PDP, led by Mehbooba Mufti, 
is contesting four, while the Sa-
jad Lone-led People's Conference 
(PC) will field candidates in two 

seats for the first phase.
Lone in a tweet said that all the 

candidates approved have filed 
their nomination papers.

"PAGD candidates approved 
for first phase have already filed 
their papers. List was conveyed 
to the parties. I am tweeting this 
in response to some media re-

ports of list not having been is-
sued yet," Lone tweeted.

PAGD shared seat-sharing ar-
rangement with the media after 
the candidates of the constituent 
parties of the alliance filed their 
nomination papers, the last date 
for which was Thursday.

The PAGD, which PAGE 02

Apni Party Welcomes 
PAGD's Decision 

Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party president 
Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari on 
Thursday welcomed the decision of the 

People's Alliance for Gupkar Declaration 
(PAGD) to contest the District Development 
Council (DDC) polls unitedly. P-02

Night Patrolling In 
Sensitive, Border Areas

Ahead of the maiden elections to the 
District Development Councils (DDCs) 
in 20 districts of Jammu and Kashmir 

and by-polls to Panchayats, the Director 
General of Police (DGP) Dilbag Singh on 
Thursday ordered night patrolling P-02

"WE ALL HAD TO WORK AT A BREAKNECK SPEED. WE WILL 
update the names of the candidates later because they were busy with the filing of 
nominations today,"

Govt Cites 
Poll Threat To 
Extend 4G Ban
SRINAGAR: Barring districts 
Ganderbal and Udhampur, the 
authorities on Thursday ex-
tended high speed 3G and 4G 
internet ban across Jammu and 
Kashmir for another fortnight. 

While high speed internet re-
mains banned in the J&K from 
August 5 last year, the govern-
ment has cited attempts to dis-
rupt upcoming polls for which 
it said that the subversive ele-
ments ‘heavily rely” upon it. 

The government said the re-
cently announced elections to 
280 District Development Coun-
cil Constituencies and bye-elec-
tions to more than 13400 vacan-
cies in PRIs/ULB, spread cross 
J&K are witnessing “high level 
of interest” amongst the people.

“It is apprehended that the 
(militants) and separatist ele-
ments shall make every pos-
sible attempt to disrupt the 
democratic process. During 
the last fortnight, there have 
also been targeted killing of 
the civilians, political activists, 
that manifest the nefarious 
designs of the (militants) to 
dissuade general public from 
participating in the election 
process,” reads an order is-
sued by the Principal Secretary 
Home Shaleen Kabra.

 “Such unlawful acts heavily 
rely upon high speed mobile 
internet connectivity and are 
required to be thwarted by 
taking appropriate P-02

No Let Up In 
Cross-LoC Shelling
JAMMU: India and Pakistani 
troops continued to trade fire 
for the fourth consecutive day 
Thursday along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Poonch district of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Officials said Thursday that 
Pakistan Army opened heavy 
fire and shelled forward areas 
and posts in four sectors along 
the LoC in Rajouri and Poonch 
districts of J&K, drawing strong 
retaliation by army.

This is fourth consecutive day 
that the Pakistan Army has tar-
geted hamlets and posts with 
mortar bombs and heavy firing 
triggering fear and panic among 
the residents along the LoC in 
Poonch district.

Pakistan also opened fire 
along the International Border 
(IB) targeting hamlets P-02

Class 12 Board Exams 
Begin In Kashmir

Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: The annual board ex-
aminations for Class 12 in Kash-
mir valley commenced on Thurs-
day amidst COVID-19-related 
preventive measures put in place 
by the authorities to check the 
spread of the infection among the 
students, officials said.

They said the examination 
commenced across the valley as 
well as in the winter zone areas 
of Jammu division.

The examination was con-
ducted smoothly with almost 
full attendance in adherence to 
COVID-19 SOPs, the officials said.

The candidates were briefed 

about the concessions granted in 
the examination that they had to 
attempt only 60 marks out of 100 
marks, they said.

This year, one supervisor for 20 
students were appointed instead of 
30 students, so as to follow the so-
cial distancing norms, they added.

As many as 58,514 candidates 
are appearing in the examination 
for which 626 centres have been 
established whereas from win-
ter zone areas of Jammu division 
15,055 candidates are appearing 
in 188 centres, the officials said.

The Secretary, JKBOSE Manisha 
Sareen alongwith Joint Secretary, 
Examinations visited the various 
examination centres at PAGE 02 

103-Yr-Old Woman Becomes Oldest 
To Die From Covid-19
9 More Fatalities Take J&K Toll To 1560

MMU Forms ‘J&K Halal 
Certification Board’

KEG Concerned At Denial 
Of Ads To 'Kashmir Reader'

Twitter Served 
Notice For Showing 
Leh In J&K
NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has issued a notice to 
Twitter for showing Leh as 
part of Jammu and Kashmir 
instead of the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh, according to 
IT ministry sources.

The ministry, in its no-
tice, has directed Twitter to 
explain within five working 
days why legal action should 
not be initiated against the 
micro-blogging platform 
and its representatives for 
disrespecting the territorial 
integrity of India by showing 
an incorrect map.

The notice was issued to 
Twitter by the Ministry P-02

Agencies

SRINAGAR: A 103-year-old wom-
an on Thursday became the old-
est coronavirus victim and was 
among nine persons to succumb 
to the deadly virus in Jammu and 
Kashmir in the last 24 hours.

Kashmir Valley reported six 
more deaths due to Covid-19, 
while the infection consumed 
three more lives in Jammu divi-
sion, officials said.

The elderly woman belonged 
to Zazbugh Budgam and died at 

SKIMS Soura last night, five days 
after she was admitted to the ter-
tiary care hospital, they said.

Besides her, the other vic-
tims from Valley included two 
residents of Baramulla while one 

each belonged to Srinagar, Gan-
derbal and Kupwara districts re-
spectively, they said.  

Among others the victims in-
clude a 56-year-old man from 
Machil Kupwara who PAGE 02

J&K Reports 617 New Corona Cases 

Jammu and Kashmir reported 617 new covid-19 infections 
including 39 travelers and eight troopers in last 24 hours, 
taking the overall tally to 100968, officials said on Thursday.

226 of these cases were report from Jammu Division and 391 
from Kashmir Valley. Giving the district wise P-02

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Editors Guild 
(KEG) has expressed concern at 
the continued denial of the ad-
vertisements to a Srinagar daily, 
Kashmir Reader, by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Government.

"The newspaper has never 

been informed either verbally or 
in black and white about the rea-
sons for a halt to the advertise-
ments by the government", KEG 
said in a statement Thursday.

KEG said the issue was 
brought to the notice of the ad-
ministration many times at dif-
ferent levels and it wasPAGE 02 

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Mutahida Majiles-e-Ulema 
(MMU), an amalgam of various re-
ligious organisations on Thursday 
announced formation of first ever 
‘Halal’ food certification board to 
ensure halal, hygienic and pure 
food is served to the people.

The decision to form “J&K Halal 
certification Board” was taken dur-
ing a one-day session held recently 
at Mirwaiz Manzil Rajouri Kadal 
here, an MMU spokesperson said 
Thursday. He said the participants 
unanimously emphasised the need 
for such certification to ensure that 
halal practices relating to slaugh-
tering and food manufacture are 
followed and people are provided 

with halal, hygienic and pure food. 
“There was a consensus among 

all members that as mechanical 
slaughter house cutting and pack-
ing plants and food processing and 
manufacturing units are coming 
up across J&K, a halal certification 
board comprising of Islamic schol-
ars needs to be formed,” the MMU 
spokesperson said.

“Besides, this will greatly help 
the local manufacturers in export 
of these items to the people in oth-
er Muslims countries,” he added.

He said that clerics unanimous-
ly agreed and subsequently con-
stituted “The Jammu & Kashmir 
Halal certification Board” under 
the patronage of MMU head and 
Mirwaiz e Kashmir Moulvi Mu-
hammad Umar Farooq, PAGE 02
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News Digest 
Grenade Thrown At 
CRPF Men In Khanyar

CASO Ends In Shopian 
After 40-Hours

3 Pulwama Youth 
Booked Under PSA

Panchayat-Level
Committees Set Up

Water Scarcity Sparks 
Protest In Sopore

Srinagar: Suspected militants 
on Thursday lobbed a grenade 
towards the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) personnel in 
Khanyar area of this capital city.
Officials said that militants 
on Thursday evening hurled a 
grenade towards the personnel 
of CRPF 144 battalion near Baba 
Dawood Khaki bridge, which 
failed to explode.
Soon after the incident, senior po-
lice and CRPF officers reached the 
spot to assess the situation. (KNO)

Srinagar: A cordon and search 
operation (CASO) launched in 
Turkwangam village of south 
Kashmir's Shopian district in 
the wee hours of Wednesday 
ended peacefully on Thurs-
day after 40-hours. An official 
told news agency KNO that 
on specific inputs about the 
presence of militants, search 
operation was launched by joint 
team of forces including 44 RR, 
CRPF and Shopian Police.“After 
conducting searches for around 
40-hours, nothing was found in 
the area and search operation 
ended peacefully on Thursday 
evening,” he said.
Locals said that this was for 
the first time that entire village 
which consists of around P-02

Srinagar: Three youth from 
south Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district have been booked under 
the contentious Public Safety 
Act (PSA) for their alleged 
involvement in militancy.
Aiash Ahmed Dar, Mushtaq 
Ahmed Lone and Asif Ali, all 
residents of Nillora village of 
the district were arrested by 
police and slapped with PSA 
for recruiting and harbouring 
militants, news agency KNT re-
ported Thursday. The trio, report 
said have been shifted to the jail 
outside Kashmir.
Though family members P-02

Jammu: The Jammu and Kashmir 
administration on Thursday con-
stituted five functional commit-
tees to strengthen panchayats in 
the union territory.
The Department of Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj has 
set up the committees for em-
ployment generation, works and 
infrastructure, and natural and 
human resource management, 
an official spokesperson said.
A committee for natural re-
sources management, inter alia, 
is tasked to conserve surface 
and ground water and prevent 
overflowing of useful P-02

Srinagar: Scores of residents 
from Bagh-e-Rehmat area of 
Sopore in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district on Thursday 
staged a protest against Jal 
Shakti department for ‘failing’ to 
provide adequate water supply 
to them. The protesters assem-
bled at Iqbal Market and blocked 
Sopore Byepass road, which af-
fected the traffic movement for 
several hours, news agency KNO 
reported Thursday.
The protesters said that P-02

In FOCUS

Kanika Gupta

Life for an erstwhile tourist 
guide Nazir Shangloo in the 
wilderness of flood basin 
turned human settlement 

has been a lingering nightmare. 
Born and brought up as an “am-

phibian” in the heart of the Srinagar 
city’s famed Dal Lake—where the 
Imperial Englishmen’s departure 
from the 1947 would open the rec-
reational spaces for the westerners 
and influence the Dal dwellers’ life-
style—Nazir knew a different life.

He was a Hanji for the larger 
Srinagar inhabitants, but always 

an adventurous soul who peaked 
heights with his high-end tourists 
during his heydays. 

But all this came to a grinding 
halt after his water-borne tribe was 
uprooted from the Dal Lake and left 
to fend for themselves at the forgot-
ten corner of the city where flood 
waters quite often inundate lives.

Today, Nazir is a pale-shadow of 
his past. His handsome looks have 
now paved way to a frown face and 
a receding hairline. 

“They threw us from our birth-
place by terming us polluters,” Na-
zir shares his tribe’s torment. 

“But now, they’ve proved friends 
to none — neither to us whom they 
dumped into this flood-basin, nor 

to Dal Lake which is putrefying 
right under their noses despite in-

vesting crores of rupees on it.”
Nazir’s new home is situated on 

the outskirts of Srinagar, which is 
known for acting as a flood sponge 
for keeping the heritage city of Sri-
nagar safe from brimming Jhelum.

This forgotten territory was to be 
the new home for Dal dwellers, a 
community of people who were ex-
tricated from mesmerizing Dal Lake 
and resettled in Rakh-e-Arth. 

The much-touted modern colony 
was supposed to have schools, hos-
pitals, recreational facilities, play-
grounds, and every means of devel-
opment that justified relocation. 

The reality, however, was a far cry.

Only a handful of people were 
aware of Rakh-e-Arth’s existence and 
even fewer knew its address. Arriving 
here was an all-new challenge.

Shrouded in dust and mystery, 
Rakh-e-Arth was nothing that 
the documents claimed. Potholed 
roads, lopsided structures, and 
abandoned playgrounds are some 
of the sights that greet its visitors. 

The resettlement colony was to 
be the government’s answer to en-
croachment problem and an effort 
to preserve Srinagar’s prized pos-
session – the Dal Lake. 

The erstwhile residents were 
promised a package of land, monetary 

compensation, and liveable environs 
in exchange for giving up their lives 
and sources of income at the lake. 

But what Lake and Waterways 
Development Authority (LAWDA) 
gave them instead was a poorly-
planned and unliveable expanse of 
marshy flood land.  

From being situated in a flood 
channel to reeling from negligence, 
Rakh-e-Arth soon became its resi-
dents’ worst nightmare. 

The floods of September 2014 
was a sordid reminder of how their 
fates have been sealed in what 
could be a lifetime of struggle just 
to survive. 

The residents claim that their 
houses were damaged beyond re-
demption with very little help from 
the government to rehabilitate 
them. They continue PAGE 02

Inside Dal Dwellers’ Decaying Lives At Rakh-E-Arth

Macchil Operation 
Enters Day 5
SRINAGAR: Search operation 
continued for the fifth consecu-
tive day Thursday in Macchil sec-
tor of north Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district after Sunday’s deadly 
face-off between militants and 
the state forces.

Three soldiers, a BSF man and 
3 militants were killed at Chon-
tiwari Bala of Machil area in the 
wee hours of Sunday.

An official told news agency 
KNT that the operation was un-
derway and thorough searches 
were being made in the dense for-
est area. He said no contact with 
any infiltrator has been estab-
lished after last Sunday’s standoff.

 “It’s a difficult terrain. Drones 
and sniffer dogs are being P-02
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Admin Orders Cancellation...
he added. Besides it, the official spokesperson said that Divisional 
Commissioner also directed the DCs to expunge all entries of illegally 
encroached state land from the revenue record and further upload all 
these details on websites of the respective districts.
In the meeting, the official spokesperson said that the DCs informed 
that the process of cancellation has been started in most of the tehsils 
while in other tehsils the process is starting soon.
“Meanwhile, the Divisional Commissioner also directed the DCs to fi-
nalize stamp duty rates of the immovable property in the districts,” 
he added.

Govt Cites Poll Threat To...
pre-emptive measures to create an environment of safety and security 
for the contesting candidates and the general public.”
The government said that taking note of the observations regarding 
regulation of internet services made in the report or the Special Com-
mittee constituted by the Supreme Court and the reports of the law 
enforcement agencies regarding the prevailing security environment, 
directions for allowing access to the high speed internet services were 
issued while ensuring that the same do not impede the efforts of the 
Government towards COVID Control measures, enabling access to edu-
cational programmes and ensuring conduct of business activities in an 
effective manner.
 “These directions have had a salutary effect on misuse of data services 
for rumor mongering, circulation of fake news, inducement of local 
youth to join the (militant) ranks and coordination of (militant) activi-
ties and the situation requires continued close monitoring considering 
the attempts of infiltration from across the border, presence of foreign 
(militants) affiliated lo Pak based  (militant) outfits and a number of 
(militant) acts in recent past necessitating even complete suspension 
of the internet/telecom services, albeit for a limited period of time.” 
Subsequently, the government has extended the internet ban on high 
speed mobile data services except in the districts of Ganderbal and Ud-
hampur  till November 26.  
“The directions shall be effective from today, the 12th November, 2020 
and remain in force till 26th November, 2020, unless modified earlier,” 
the government said and directed the IsGP, Kashmir and Jammu to 
communicate these directions to service providers forthwith and “en-
sure their implementation in letter and spirit.” 

27 PAGD Candidates File...
has the National Conference (NC) and the People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) as its constituents, was formed last month to fight for the resto-
ration of the special status of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kash-
mir, which was revoked by the Centre in August last year.
The members of the alliance announced last week that they would 
unitedly fight the DDC polls, which will be held for the first time in the 
Union Territory.
The PAGD seat-sharing list was approved by NC president Farooq 
Abdullah, who is the chairman of the alliance.
The alliance, however, did not reveal the names of the candidates con-
testing the first phase of the polls.
A PAGD leader said given the paucity of time, the names of the candi-
dates could not be shared.
"We all had to work at a breakneck speed. We will update the names of 
the candidates later because they were busy with the filing of nomina-
tions today," he said.
The PAGD has decided to put up joint candidates of its constituent par-
ties in the election, but will contest on the respective party symbols as 
a single symbol could not be granted to the alliance.
The polls to the DDCs will be held in eight phases from November 28 
to December 24, according to a notification issued by the State Election 
Commission.

Apni Party Welcomes PAGD's...
Bukhari was speaking to reporters here after the Jammu and Kashmir 
Panchayat Conference -- representing the panches and sarpanches -- 
joined his party.
"It is a right decision and I congratulate them. I think Jammu and Kash-
mir is fortunate that these leaders have kept the emotions at bay and 
taken a practical decision," Bukhari said on the decision of the PAGD -- 
an amalgam of seven mainstream political parties of Jammu and Kash-
mir -- to contest the maiden DDC polls in the Union Territory unitedly.
The Apni Party chief said it is good to see the leaders associated with 
the PAGD shunning emotional slogans, which have always influenced 
the youngsters of Jammu and Kashmir towards the wrong.
"Till 10 days ago, those who are part of the PAGD, used to cry out loud 
saying elections are meaningless for them. But now they have decided 
to fight the polls. They still claim that they are not power hungry, but I 
want to ask them for what are they fighting the DDC polls then? Power 
flows from the grassroots, so it is not good to say that you are not fight-
ing for power," he said.
On the amendments to land laws in Jammu and Kashmir, allowing out-
siders to purchase land in the Union Territory, Bukhari said his party 
will fight for the protection of land rights.
"Industry we understand but that cannot be at the cost of our young-
sters. This is not a slogan, but I assure you that we will fight to change 
the land laws," he said.

Night Patrolling In Sensitive,...
in hypersensitive and border areas in the Union Territory to foil any 
“subversive design” to disrupt the polls.
Reviewing the security arrangement and preparedness for upcoming 
DDC, BDC and Panchayat polls in a meeting here at the Police Control 

Room on Thursday afternoon, the DGP sought reports about the ar-
rangements put in place by police and paramilitary force in their re-
spective areas of responsibilities, a police spokesperson said. The DGP, 
he said emphasized the critical importance of maintaining a sustained 
close watch on the ground situation and the real-time coordination and 
synergy between state forces for successful conduct of these polls.
IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar, DIG Central Kashmir Amit Kumar, SSP Bud-
gam Shri Nagpure Amod Ashok attended the meeting at PCR while IGP 
Jammu Range DIGs of district SSPs of Jammu zone attended the meeting 
through video conferencing.
The police spokesperson said that the DGP stressed upon the officers to 
put all the necessary security measures in place to ensure the conduct 
of DDC, BDC and Panchayat elections in free, fair and peaceful manner. 
Singh, he said emphasized upon the officers that the deployments 
should be made as per requirements at all sensitive places and that the 
personnel on the ground should be briefed regularly and the synergy at 
the grass-root level has to be at best for achieving better results.
“He gave directions for night patrolling in hypersensitive and border 
areas to avert any subversive design. He also emphasized the need to 
keep a close watch on the subversive elements,” the police spokesper-
son said.
During the meeting, he said the DGP while complimenting police and 
other government forces for their role in maintaining law and order and 
success on counter-insurgency front stressed upon the officers not to let 
the peaceful atmosphere be disturbed by the inimical elements. 
“He emphasized upon officers to remain vigilant to thwart any nefari-
ous design of anti-national elements,” the police spokesperson said.
He added that the district SSPS of Jammu Zone apprised the DGP about 
the security arrangements put in place in their respective jurisdictions 
for a smooth and peaceful conduct of upcoming polls.

Class 12 Board Exams Begin...
Srinagar and its peripheries, an official spokesperson said.
He said Sareen during her inspection instructed the supervisory staff 
and school managements to facilitate the examinees in the best possi-
ble way keeping in view the pandemic and sanctity of the examination.
“The Heads of the Institutions were asked to ensure proper heating and 
lighting arrangements in the Examination halls,” the official spokesper-
son added.

103-Yr-Old Woman Becomes...
died at SMHS hospital, a week after he was admitted there.  
The victim from Srinagar was an 80-year-old man from Lal Bazar Sri-
nagar and died at Skims Soura, 12 days after he was admitted there.
A 70-year-old man from Boniyar Uri died six days after he was admit-
ted with bilateral community acquired pneumonia while victim from 
Ganderbal was a 75-year-old woman from Sonamarg, who died three 
days after admitted to the hospital.  
Three deaths were reported from Jammu division and include two from 
the winter capital of the J&K and one from Kishtwar district. 
With these deaths, the fatality count in J&K has reached 1560.

J&K Reports 617 New Corona...
details, the officials said that Srinagar reported 153 cases, Baramulla 
62, Budgam 43, Pulwama 18, Kupwara 22, Anantnag 34, Bandipora 29, 
Ganderbal 22, Kulgam 6, Shopian 2, Jammu 93, Rajouri 9, Udhampur 
35, Doda 15, Kathua 16, Poonch 8, Samba 8, Kishtwar 22, Ramban 13 
and Reasi 7.
Meanwhile, 511 more Covid-19 patients have recovered and were dis-
charged from various hospitals—236 from Jammu Division and 275 
from Kashmir Valley. 

No Let Up In Cross-LoC Shelling...
and Border Out Posts (BoPs) in Hiranagar sector of Kathua district over-
night, they said.
"At about 0900 hours, Pakistan Army initiated unprovoked ceasefire 
violation by firing with small arms & shelling with mortars along LoC 
in Shahpur, Kirni and Qasba sectors in district Poonch and also in Now-
shera sector of Rajouri district", a defence spokesman said.
Pakistani troops have violated the ceasefire 24 times this month.

Macchil Operation Enters Day 5...
pressed into service. There are reports that some militants may still be 
present in the area,” he said.
 “We are trying to ensure that no militants are present in the area. The 
search operation will continue in coming days,” he added.

KEG Concerned At Denial Of...
expected that the decision-makers would take a view of the issue but 
the editors body said authorities have not taken any note of it. "The con-
tinued unexplained denial has landed the newspaper in a situation that 
it is unable to manage the establishment costs merely on the revenue 
it generates from the private sector, also under pressure owing to the 
pandemic", the statement said.
"KEG expects that the Lt Governor Manoj Sinha will look into the issue 
so that the newspaper is prevented from being closed. The newspaper 
has scores of people on its rolls including journalists and other profes-
sionals", KEG statement said. ===

Twitter Served Notice For...
of Electronics and IT on November 9, the sources said.
In the notice sent to the global vice president of Twitter, the ministry 
asserted that showing Leh as part of Jammu and Kashmir is a deliberate 
attempt by the micro-blogging platform to undermine the will of sover-
eign Parliament of India which has declared Ladakh as a Union Territory 

with its headquarter in Leh.
Twitter had earlier shown Leh as part of China, following which the IT 
secretary had written a stern letter to the company's CEO Jack Dorsey.
In response, Twitter had replaced China with Jammu and Kashmir. 
However, Twitter has not yet corrected the map to show Leh as part of 
the Union Territory of Ladakh. It is still showing Leh as part of Jammu 
and Kashmir, which is against the official position of the Government 
of India.
Last month, Twitter came under heavy criticism and faced backlash 
from social media users after its geotagging feature displayed "Jammu 
& Kashmir, People's Republic of China" in a live broadcast from Leh's 
Hall of Fame, a war memorial for fallen soldiers in Ladakh.
This had triggered angry responses from netizens who demanded that 
stringent action be initiated against the micro-blogging platform.
Meanwhile, an industry watcher said that in case Twitter does not fall 
in line even after the latest notice, possible options could include action 
initiated under Section 69A of the IT Act for banning access to Twitter 
in India.
Also, under the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, the government can 
lodge an FIR, which has punishment of up to 6 months of imprison-
ment.

MMU Forms ‘J&K Halal...
who due to his continued house detention could not attend the crucial 
meeting .
The meeting, the MMU spokesperson said also decided that members 
of the board will include a Mufti from each Islamic school of thought. 
The members who have been inducted in the board include Mufti Na-
zir Ahmad Qasmi, Mufti Muhammad Yaqoob Baba Al Madni, Agha Syed 
Hussain Al Mosvi, Moulana Showkat Ahmad Keing and Mufti Ghulam 
Rasool Samoon. 
“However, there is a possibility of adding more members later on if 
needed,” he said.
As per MMU spokesperson, the meeting also decided that board mem-
bers will personally inspect the slaughter house plants and food pro-
cessing and manufacturing outlets here and will consequently issue 
‘Halal’ certificate to them after meeting the criteria.
“As such, the board appeals to all the local owners/proprietors of slaugh-
ter houses and packing units of the dressed animals and food manufac-
turing and processing outlets and factories, to contact the board to get 
the Halal certification,” he added.

Inside Dal Dwellers’ Decaying...
 to live in limbo and even threaten to reverse migrate if their concerns 
remain unaddressed. 
So far, it has all fallen on deaf ears. 
Fida Hussain, a local activist who was relocated to Rakh-e-Arth with his 
family 4 years ago, explains that the land was a former swamp that lacks 
the plasticity to hold a structure together. 
The ground, he says, needs at least a filling of 2-3 meters to make it solid 
enough for construction. 
A lot of their lifetime-savings have already gone into erecting a house 
of their dreams, only to watch it crumble in front of their eyes. Some 
locals have even failed to receive the assured compensation and had 
to live in makeshift tin sheds that are unsuitable for both hot summers 
and brutal winters.
The relocation began in 2007 when the government announced its 
plans to relocate the residents at Rakh-e-Arth that was to be a modern 
posh colony with all the amenities. 
However, more than a decade later the authorities have failed to provide 
even the basics for over 100 families. 
LAWDA does not take any responsibility for poor planning of the colony. 
The houses are bevelled and have cracks even without the flooding. 
The residents complain that high construction costs make it difficult for 
them to maintain their homes. The compensation package offered by 
the government is not enough. 
With fresh loans to pay for these expenses and lack of jobs, their prob-
lems have only exacerbated. 
But that is not where the predicament for its residents end. 
The deplorable living condition is only half the problem, the other half 
is to find reliable sources of income. 
Where once all members of the family were able to contribute to the 
consolidated earnings, now there are hardly any opportunities for work 
except construction sites that barely pay enough to sustain big families. 
65-year-old Zamruda Begum earlier added to her family income by 
working in the Dal Lake, collecting grass and lily leaves to be sold as 
cow feed. 
Her tribe would act as cleaning agents even before the advent of costly 
machines would fail to uproot the cause of rising pollution in the lake.
The elderly woman’s family also had a farm where they grew vegetables 
and sold them in the vegetable market inside Dal Lake. 
But ever since they moved here, the women have been rendered job-
less. The only wages come from the men in the family who do odd jobs 
at construction sites and make a pittance for their labour. 
In an effort to provide livelihood to the households, a government-run 
Aari—needle work—centre trains and employs unmarried women from 
Rakh-e-Arth which pays them Rs. 500 per month for 3-4 hours of work 
every day. 
As such, many residents live in deplorable condition due to paucity of 
work opportunities. 
On papers, Rakh-e-Arth also has a 100-bed hospital, 7 dispensaries, and 
a 30-bed nursing home/child welfare centre. But one look at the colony 
and it becomes apparent how these promises fall flat on its unstable 
marshy grounds. 
Even though the settlement has been around for a while, there’s only 
one work-in-progress hospital that began construction recently after 
making several rounds at the LAWDA office. 

The dispensary too lies at the far end of the locality that appears to be 
reeling from the dearth of medical resources. 
Amid this disparity, the likes Arshid Hussain Akhoon is finding himself 
in a very tricky situation.
This 35-year-old daily-wage labourer is the father of a mentally-unsta-
ble child. Every time his son needs medical assistance, he has to rush 
him to a government hospital in Srinagar that costs him the day’s work 
and wage. 
His 11-year-old son, Mohsin Hussain Akhoon, is not only a patient 
of cerebral palsy but also suffers from acute jaundice that his family 
struggles to pay for. 
But Mohsin is not the only one suffering from mental health issues, 
residents claim that such diseases run rampant in the colony due to 
lack of primary healthcare infrastructure. 
The colony is also consumed by hopelessness due to government’s 
negligence. 
A local Fida Hussain looks around ruefully and explains that rather 
than being an ambitious project that the authorities claimed it to be, 
Rakh-e-Arth’s garbage strewn streets and polluted waters tell a whole 
different story of apathy. 
In fact, what was supposed to be a colony only for resettled Dal dwell-
ers, it is now being inhabited by outsiders, the locals say, as the land is 
being sold to them at subsidized rates. 
Signboards speckled all over the colony strictly forbids sale of land to a 
non-Dal dweller. Even though the sale of property is forbidden, there 
are as many as 70% plots in Bay-4 that have been sold to outsiders, 
claims Hussain. 
These sold properties are located right behind LAWDA office of which 
only 30% belong to the Dal dwellers. 
Deemed as unfit for living, Rakh-e-Arth is so much more than meets 
the eye. 
The project, so far, has failed to provide decent living conditions to its 
inhabitants with no hope in sight. There is not only shortage of basic 
resources, such as jobs and healthcare, but also schools and transporta-
tion, among other things. Most families are in debt who inadvertently 
end up selling their plots to the outsiders to survive. 
The residents here believe that the resettlement colony of Rakh-e-Arth 
is a long way from becoming a project it was destined to be. 
“Rakh-e-Arth was meant to upgrade the living conditions of Dal Lake 
dwellers and give them a suitable place for recreation and lifestyle de-
velopment,” Nazir, the erstwhile tourist guide, says. “But the resettle-
ment colony project is marred by corruption that has failed to provide 
any facilities to us.”
Clearly, the Dal community that was immune to Kashmir’s inherent 
volatility has now been thrown out in the open to fend for the basics, 
adding ‘survival’ to their compounding list of problems.

CASO Ends In Shopian After...
1500 households, remained under siege.  
“On Wednesday morning announcements were made on loudspeakers 
asking militants to come out and surrender,” they said.
They added that only students and elders were allowed to come out 
and movement of general public was restricted to their compounds.

3 Pulwama Youth Booked...
of the youth vouch for their innocence, police claimed they were in-
volved in militancy.
The report quoted SSP Pulwama Ashish Mishra as saying that all the 
three were booked for their involvement in militancy recruitment case. 

Panchayat-LevelCommittees ...
water into drains, manage water works, undertake water conservation 
measures, prevention of encroachment of tank bed land, and protec-
tion of forest, he added.
The committee will be headed by the sarpanch concerned as its chair-
man.
Among the committees is a functional committee on human resources 
that will propagate the importance of being literate and organise lit-
eracy drives, ensure that all children in the age group of 6-14 are com-
pulsorily enrolled in school and educate people to prevent diseases by 
following protective health care programmes, the spokesperson said.
A committee for employment generation and self-help groups will fa-
cilitate collection and processing of data relating to the unemployed 
and their employment needs and maintaining lists of manual labour 
of the village. The committee will have a representative of the labour 
department, handicraft department, umeed, SHG member and panch 
as its members, the spokesperson said.
Secretary Sheetal Nanda emphasised that the committees will not only 
contribute to the overall development of the panchayat but would also 
ensure frequent interaction between sarpanchs, panchs and function-
aries of various departments, leading to more information dissemina-
tion about various government schemes.

Water Scarcity Sparks Protest...
they were facing a water shortage from the past two months, adding 
that the department was forcing them to consume filthy water. 
Shakeela Begum, one of the protesters said that they approached the 
concerned officials many times but nothing has been done in this re-
gard. “We are being forced to consume contaminated water, which has 
affected our health,” he said.
Meanwhile, officials from Jal Shakti department said that the pipeline 
was damaged by R&B department during construction of a drainage 
system, which has led to the shortage of water in the area.
They further said that the grievances of the people will be resolved 
soon as the department will come up with a separate water supply line 
towards the locality.

India, China Escalation Threatens Regional Stability: Russia
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Russia on Thursday 
said any escalation in the border 
tension between India and Chi-
na amid the global turbulence 
and unpredictability would fur-
ther trigger regional instability 
in Eurasia, and the friction can 
be misused by other players in 
their geo-political purpose.

At an online media briefing, 
Russian Deputy Chief of Mission 
Roman Babushkin said Russia is 
"naturally concerned" over the 
tensions between the two Asian 
powers, noting that it was "very 
important" for both the coun-
tries to engage more in "con-
structive dialogue".

Referring to both India and 
China being members of the 
SCO and BRICS groupings, Ba-
bushkin said respectful dialogue 
is a main tool when it comes to 
cooperation in the framework of 
multilateral platforms.

"It is clear that amid global 
turbulence and unpredictabil-
ity, escalation between India and 
China would further affect re-
gional instability in our common 
home Eurasia. The escalation we 
are witnessing can be misused 
by other players in their geo-po-
litical purposes," he said.

"We feel it is very important 
to encourage both our friendly 
Asian countries to be more en-
gaged in constructive dialogue. 
Recent news about their com-
mitment to exercise restraint 
and continue communication 
through diplomatic and military 
channels to remove tensions are 
absolutely welcoming develop-
ments," he added.

India and China are locked in a 
bitter border standoff in eastern 
Ladakh for over six months. Both 
sides are now working on propos-
als on disengagement of troops 
from the high-altitude region.

The Eurasian region has also 
been witnessing turmoil in the 
last few months primarily due 
to rising cases of coronavirus 
and tense relations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region.

"Russia remains in a unique 
position since it has special stra-
tegic relations with both India 
and China and these relation-
ships are independent in nature. 
We are naturally concerned 
with the current tensions be-
tween India and China.

However, we believe that a 
peaceful solution is inevitable 
sooner rather than later," Ba-
bushkin said.

"Both are global and respon-
sible neighbouring powers with 
huge economic and defence po-
tential as well as civilisational 
wisdom," he added.

When asked whether the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion and the BRICS groups can 
play a role in defusing tensions 
between two of their member 
nations, the Russian diplomat 
said both the groupings have 
developed mechanisms for posi-
tive engagements

"Certainly respectful dialogue 
is the main tool when it comes 
to cooperation in the framework 
of the SCO and BRICS. Both asso-
ciations have developed dozens 
of mechanisms of sector wise 
cooperation and let me assure 
you that their relevant interest 
is growing," he said.
The BRICS comprises Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa.

Asked about growing ties be-
tween India and the US, Babush-
kin said Russia does not see any 
problem in the relations, adding 
New Delhi does not provide any 
reason for doubt when it comes 
to multilateral and bilateral 
commitments.

"New Delhi is a global power 
with multi-faceted and wide 

and diversified national inter-
ests and we respect that. India 
does not provide any reason for 
doubt when it comes to mul-
tilateral and bilateral commit-
ments," he said.

At the same time, the Russian 
Deputy Chief of Mission made a 
veiled reference to the "threat" 
by the US to India to not go 
ahead with mega defence deals.

"We know that there were at-
tempts to pressure India and use 
unfair and illegal competition 
tools such as threats of sanctions 
and other restrictions," he said.

In October 2018, India had 
signed a USD 5 billion deal with 
Russia to buy five units of the 
S-400 air defence missile sys-
tems, notwithstanding a warn-
ing from the Trump administra-
tion that going ahead with the 
contract may invite US sanctions.

Talking about regional coop-
eration, Babushkin also men-
tioned about the Russia-India-
China trilateral grouping.

"Lets not forget about another 
very important trilateral mecha-
nism, RIC, which will be chaired 
by India next year. We are con-
fident that it is well designed to 
ensure a positive atmosphere 
and to expand its practical agen-
da," he said.

ITBP Chief Hopeful Of Peaceful Resolution
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The border stand-
off between India and China in 
eastern Ladakh is expected to be 
resolved peacefully "very shortly", 
the ITBP chief S S Deswal has said, 
adding the infrastructure along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) is also 
being ramped up at a rapid pace.

Talking to PTI during a wide-
ranging interview, the director 
general of the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police(ITBP) said his troops have 
been provided with special win-
ter clothing and nutritious food 
as they brave the severe chill in 
eastern Ladakh where the armies 
of India and China are locked in a 
tense standoff for over six months.

Asked about the current mili-
tary standoff with China in east-
ern Ladakh, Deswal said "strains 
in bilateral relations are already 
evident but we are confident 
these will be sorted out peace-
fully very shortly."

Authoritative sources on 
Wednesday said India and China 
have broadly agreed on a three-
step process on disengagement 

of troops and withdrawal of 
weaponry from all major friction 
points in a time-bound manner.

"Indo-Tibetan Border is the 
highest international border in 
the world. At every location it is 
about 10-11 thousand feet high. 
All our troops are deployed 
at that height. Oxygen is less, 
temperature in winters is very 
severe as it touches up to minus 
40 degrees Celsius," he said.

"All these difficulties make 
the very existence of human be-
ings in that area very difficult 
and then conducting patrolling 
on the border is equally tough."

The training and acclimatisa-
tion of ITBP jawans is long and 
we inculcate all kinds of skills 
and boost immunity so that they 
find it comfortable to survive in 
the harsh environment, he said.

Deswal said the force does 
special winter stocking every 
winter and this time the logis-
tics exercise has been enhanced.

"For protection of our troops 
we have provided special cold 
clothing. We have upgraded 
the ration content with high 

nutrition and high calorie food 
to survive the cold. These are 
the working conditions on that 
border and being an un-demar-
cated border, a jawan has to be 
always alert," he added.

The protection of the border 
is undertaken by patrolling and 
the ITBP conducts long patrols 
that may extend up to 30 days, 
said Deswal, who leads the 
90,000-strong mountain-war-
fare trained force.

The ITBP chief also spoke about 
his recent tour of the Ladakh 
front where he spent 8-9 days 
and decorated 291 of his person-
nel for showing gallantry during 
face-offs and skirmishes with 
Chinese troops in May and June.

"The sincerity of our troops 
is very high inspite of difficult 
working conditions. It is my re-
sponsibility to visit my jawans 
especially in difficult times and 
in difficult conditions. I may 
not visit them when things are 
in good position but it is my 
responsibility to reach them 
whenever they are in tough 
conditions," he said.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History
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‘50 percent Indians 
are corrupt’ 
AGENCIES 

N
EW DELHI: Almost 60 per cent of Indians using govern-
ment ser¬vices end up paying bribes, according to a 
recent survey commis¬sioned by India's Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC). But only 20 per cent actually filed 

complaints against such corrupt practises. 
The study was carried out by the Centre for Media Studies 

(CMS), which interviewed 2,576 visitors to government offices in five 
cities across the country from October 31 to November 4. 

More than 60 percent of respondents said the problem of 
cor¬ruption was not being tackled seriously and that the judiciary 
was largely ineffective. Most of the respondents agreed the offices for 
securing driving licenses and civil supplies were the most corrupt in 
all five cities — New Delhi, Lucknow,Madras, Hyderabad and Pune. 

One-third of respondents admitted to using "influence or 
fa¬vour" to get the service they needed.The survey noted that 
mem¬bers of the business community and the self-employed topped 
the list of bribe givers. According to the survey, the government 
departments in Lucknow and Hyderabad were the most corrupt. 
About 42 per cent of people said the departments operated "Middle 
men" who acted as a paid conduit between the public and officials. 
The public departments covered by the survey included electricity 
and telephone boards, civil supplies, driving license and local and I 
urban development offices. 

(Kashmir Observer, November 13, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5: 37

ZUHR 12: 14

ASR 3:51

Magrib 5:30
ISHA 6:52

•	 1642 -  Battle at Turnham Green outside London: King 
Charles I vs English parliament

•	 1673  - Prince Willem III/Raimundo earl Montecuccoli conquer 
Bonn

•	 1715 -  Battle of Sheriffmuir during Jacobite rebellion. Battle 
inconclusive but Government forces halt advance of Jacobite 
army lead by Scottish Earl of Mar

•	 1775 - American Revolutionary forces capture Montreal
•	 1781  - British troops occupy Negapatam, Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
•	 1851  - Telegraph connection between London-Paris linked
•	 1865 -  US issues 1st gold certificates
•	 1918  - Russia cancels Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
•	 1921 -  US, France, Japan and British Empire sign a Pacific 

Treaty.
•	 1935  - Anti-British riots in Egypt
•	 1954  - 1st Rugby League World Cup: Great Britain beats 

France 16-12
•	 1979 -  Ronald Reagan in New York announces his candidacy 

for US President
•	 1986  - NASA launches space vehicle S-199
•	 1986 -  US President Reagan confesses weapon sales to Iran
•	 1990 -  Saudis ask US for rights to bid on SPR (Strategic Pe-

troleum Reserve) crude
•	 1993 -  Pakistani minister of Foreign affairs Faruk Leghari 

elected president
•	 1994  - Sweden agrees to join European Union
•	 1997  - UN pulls out arms inspection teams from Iraq
•	 2001 -  War on Terrorism: In the first such act since World War 

II, US President George W. Bush signs an executive order al-
lowing military tribunals against foreigners suspected of 
connections to terrorist acts or planned acts on the United 
States.

•	 2002  - Iraq disarmament crisis: Iraq agrees to the terms of 
the UN Security Council Resolution 1441

•	 2008 -  Equity research by Deutsche Bank states that In-
donesia, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines should not 
experience a recession, despite potential harm to economic 
growth from falling commodity prices and possible weaker 
exports

•	 2009 -  The Netherlands officially exits the recession after 
experiencing 0.4% growth in the third quarter, but recovery 
for the Netherlands still remains fragile as the country is 
highly dependent on exports to maintain the recovery

•	 2009 -  Germany's growth of 0.7% in the third quarter helps 
lead the Eurozone out of the recession after providing overall 
growth of 0.4% in the same period, with the whole European 
Union growing 0.2%, it is reported today

•	 2014 -  Rohit Sharma of India sets a new record of 264 runs 
against Sri Lanka in an ODI innings in cricket

•	 2015  - Terror attacks in Paris at 3 locations leave at least 129 
dead. Isis claim responsibility.

•	 2017  - Italy fails to qualify for 2018 Football World Cup (first 
time since 1958), after play-off defeat against Sweden.

•	 2017 -  Italy fails to qualify for 2018 Football World Cup (first 
time since 1958), after play-off defeat against Sweden

•	 2017 -  First Barbie doll to wear a hijab, modeled on Olympic 
fencer Ibtihaj Muhammad unveiled in New York  

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory.

Office Of The Executive Engineer R&B Division Baramulla.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Short term NIT No:-  104/8235-44/2020-21/RnB/Bla   Dated  11.11.2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders (In Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors Regd. With J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S. No Name of Work Est. Cost           
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc. 
(In Rs.)

Earnest 
Money/ Bid 
Security 
(In Rs.)

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head of 
Account

Position of 
AAA/TS

Position 
of funds

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 9
1. Restoration of Wahidina 

Shirpora road by way of 
P/L of Nallah Muck & WBM 
Grade-2nd in patches / 
Stretches

1.45 200/- 2900/- 10days DEE MH-3054-
M&R

AAA 
Accorded

Available

Special Condition: The successful bidder shall have to furnish the additional performance security amount within 7days failing which an 
amount of Rs 200/- fine per day shall be levied for a maximum of 7days. Thereafter the work shall be offered to second lowest bidder & 
CDR shall be forfeited.
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in as per the scheduled date given below.

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 11.11.2020
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 12.11.2020 to 19.11.2020 4:00PM
3 Bid submission Start date 13.11.2020 
4 Bid Submission End Date 19.11.2020 upto 4:00PM
5 Date and time of Opening of Bids (Online) 20.11.2020 upto 11:00AM in the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division 

Barmaulla

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of  treasury challan/receipt mentioning therein name of 
work and NIT No. (copy enclosed) in favour of the Executive Engineer, R&B Division Baramulla (Tender inviting Authority) and Earnest 
money /Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer, R&B Division Baramulla (Tender receiving Authority). 
3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web 
Site at the office of the Executive Engineer, R&B Division Baramulla. 
4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
5. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form), this office NIT No: 01 of 2018-19 issued under 
No: 252-62 dated: 16.04.2018. 

No. 8235-44                              Executive Engineer
Dated 11.11.2020         DIPK-8906/20                    R&B Division Baramulla

                                    Office of the co-ordinator
                           

Public Notice

Sub: List of faculty members year 2020-2021

S.No.

01

02

03

04

05

Name of the Staff Subject Qualification

Mr. Inayatullah

Mr. Mohd Asraf Khan

Mr. Shabir Ahmad

Mr. Mohd Umer

Mr. Mohd Ypusuf Mir

Physics

Chemistry

Botany

Zoology

Mathematics

B.Tech

M.sc / B.Ed

M.sc 

MBBS

P.hd

         Co-ordinator
Vision Classes Magam
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VISION  CLASSES  MAGAM
Public Notice

Sub: Fee Structure for 11th & 12th for the session 2020-2021

S.No. Name of Subject Class Monthly Fee Lump sum

01

02

03
04

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Mathematics

12th / 11th

12th / 11th

12th / 11th

12th / 11th

Rs- 900/=

Rs- 900/=

Rs- 900/=

Rs- 900/=

Rs- 6000/=

Rs- 6000/=

Rs- 6000/=

Rs- 6000/=

Note: Free coaching for orphans / BPL/AAy upto 10% of intake capacity. 
            Coordinator

Vision Classes Magam 
            

Contact : 7006-658884
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Sheikh Abdullah Took 22 Years While Gupkar 
Leaders Decided in a Month:  Bukhari
Agencies

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir Apni 
Party president Syed Atlaf Bukhari 
Thursday hailed the PAGD’s decision 
of fighting the District Development 
Council (DDC ) elections stating that 
it took Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah 
22 years to realize the right track and 
those who are part of the alliance for 
Gupkar Declaration choose the right 
path in less than a month which is a 
welcome development.

Addressing a press conference here, 
Bukhari said that till some ten days back, 
those who are part of PAGD, used to cry 
out loud that elections are meaningless 
for them. “But now they have decided to 
fight DDC polls. They still claim that they 
aren’t power hungry.

But I want to ask them what they are 
contesting the DDC polls for? 

He said it was good to see leaders asso-
ciated with the PAGD shunning the “emo-
tional politics” as such things have always 
swayed the youth of J&K towards wrong. 
“It took Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah 22 
years to realise what is the right track and 

it took PAGD less than a month to decide 
what is right. I am happy over the PAGD’s 
decision and hail their announcement,” 
he said.

He said that today’s youth have seen 
worse situations than ever. “Truth was 
very bitter. In the past 70, whatever was 
earned was snatched,” Bukhari said.

He said that the J & K Apni Party 
has not given up as far as Article 370 is 
concerned. “The case is in the Supreme 
Court. We had five MPs who unfortunate-
ly couldn’t save it. Those five people can’t 
bring back Article 370. Our hope is tied 
with the SC,” he said, adding that “we also 
demand statehood for our identity.

We are fighting for it.” He said that 
unless 272 MPs would vote for restoration 
of Article 370, it can’t be restored. “Apart 
from the parliament, our hope is SC and 
let’s hope for the best,” Bukhari said.

About the poll symbol of J&K Apni 
Party—“Bat”, Bukhari said that his party 
members will be like true sportsmen and 
full spirit.  On the land law, he said J&K 
Apni Party will fight for protection of land 
rights. “Industry, we understand but that 
can’t be at the cost of our youth.

This is not the slogan but I assure 
you that we will fight for the change of 
land laws,” he said. “We have vowed to 
get the land laws amended, and we will 
get it amended.” Asked how can you get 
land laws amended, he said, “through 
persuasion. This  is not something we 
will get on a plate”.

2-day Sufi conference concludes 
Speakers stress on adopting Sufi teachings
SRINAGAR NOVEMBER 12: 
The two-day Sufi Conference 
on the theme of ’Sufism 700 
year’s roots in Kashmir’ con-
cluded here at the Auditorium 
of DIPR today.

During the valedictory session, 
various authors, writers presented 
their papers and expressed their 
views on the Sufism and stressed 
on adopting Sufi teachings for so-
cial reformation for the welfare and 

prosperity of humanity.
Kh. Farooq Renzushah in his 

concluding remarks said that 
Sufism ignite the passion in the 
heart that connects us each oth-
er. He said Love lies at the core 
of the Sufi tradition and practices 
of the Sufis have great relevance 
for seekers today and can help us 
to deepen spiritual practice or el-
evate it to a new level.

On the occasion, various musi-

cal programmes were presented by 
the Cultural Unit of DIPR which 
was applauded by the audience.

Syed Shakeel Shaan conducted 
the proceedings of the Conference 
and presented the vote of thanks.

Earlier, Chairman, Kashmir 
Society International, Kh. Fa-
rooq Renzushah, welcomed the 
participants and congratulated 
them for making the conference 
a success.

DC Chairs meeting 
of Valuation Committee
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 12- 
Chairman , District Valuation 
Committee (Deputy Commission-
er) Srinagar, Shahid Iqbal Choud-
hary reviewed the land valua-
tion proposed by Sub-Divisional 
Valuation Committees for annual 
notification rates for the year 2021 
in District Srinagar. 

The meeting reviewed the 
proposals formulated by various 
Tehsils for revision of annual 
rates of land viz a viz residential, 
commercial, agriculture, horticul-
ture , non-cultivable , cultivable 
—-Irrigated and un-irrigated 
among other categories. 

Addl Deputy Commissioner, 
Asstt Commissioner Revenue , 
Sub-Divisional Magistrates and 
Tehsildars made their presenta-
tions highlighting the methodol-
ogy adopted , exercise conducted 
in field and parameters taken into 

account for finalisation of rates. 
Registrars from department of 
land registration, town planner 
and officers from various depart-
ments were also present in the 
meeting.  

Chairman, DVC Srinagar 
directed the officers to display the 
final draft in public domain and 
take into account the feedback 
and suggestions from all stake-
holders. He asked for comprehen-
sive analysis of various param-
eters while arriving at valuation 
of land to be fixed which shall 
include master plan land use, 
type of land, average sale rates 
, proximity of public transport , 
infrastructure development status 
among others.

Registrars were asked to 
share the details of land regis-
tration with two years annual 
comparison and forward their 

recommendations to Tehsildars 
for inclusion. Collectors of Land 
Acquisition have also been asked 
to submit their recommendations. 
The sub-divisional committees 
have been asked to taken into 
account various suggested steps 
and re-submit the proposals by 17 
November 2020 after which these 
will be shared in public domain 
for feedback and comments. Gen-
eral public has also been advised 
to contact respective commit-
tees at tehsil level for any issues 
related to land valuation. 

The valuation committee is 
finalising rates for the year 2021 as 
per the provisions laid down SRO 
379 of Jammu and Kashmir Prepa-
ration and Revision of Market 
Value Guidelines Rules 2011 which 
mandates the District Valuation 
Board to fix the annual rates and 
valuation of immovable property.

Saffron trading goes 
on-line in Kashmir
PULWAMA : Director Agri-
culture Kashmir, Altaf Aijaz 
Andrabi today launched an e-
Auction portal here to promote 
trading of GI Tagged ‘Kashmir 
Saffron’ through PAN India.

The Director said that the De-
partment of Agriculture under the 
aegis of India International Kash-
mir Saffron Trading Centre (IIK-
STC) contemplates to promote trad-
ing of GI Tagged 'Kashmir Saffron'.  

While elaborating the im-

portance of e-auctioning, the 
Director said the sole aim of 
providing this type of platform 
to the buyers is to have access 
to quality ‘Kashmir Saffron’.

Andrabi said e-auctioning 
will provide an efficient plat-
form to the saffron growers 
for getting optimum returns 
of their yield which will ulti-
mately boost the economy of 
this area without the interfer-
ence of intermediaries.  
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F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

Bihar lesson

C
ontrary to expectations and the exit polls 
the BJP put up a winning performance 
in the Bihar Assembly polls enabling the 
ruling NDA to obtain majority.  The NDA 

won an absolute majority in the state winning 125 
seats, three more than the halfway mark needed for 
a victory. Earlier exit polls had given a convincing 
majority to Mahagathbandan comprising Rash-
triya Janta Dal, Congress and the Communist par-
ty. But they fell short just when they were within 
the touching distance of the victory, securing 110  
seats. The performance of the AIMIM  which won 
five seats surprised everyone. At the same time the 
AIMIM was blamed for cutting the votes of Maha-
gathbandan enabling the BJP to nose ahead.

Be that as it may, the NDA is again forming the 
government the state with Nitish Kumar again its 
chief minister. This would be his fourth term. The 
outcome of the Bihar polls will continue to be parsed 
for days. According to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the  secret to winning Bihar polls is ‘sabka saa-
th, sabka vikas’. He rightly pointed out that the BJP 
didn’t only win Bihar but also in Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, and even in Telangana and Ladakh. 

These election results have once again raised 
serious questions about the ability of Congress to 
defeat the BJP. In his address to party workers, 
the PM Modi rubbed this fact in saying over the 
decades Congress has reduced itself to a family-
run party. He called this state of affairs as the true 
threat to democracy. Dynasty and Democracy, he 
said, cannot go hand-in-hand.

And Bihar election results have vindicated the 
PM. Congress is now in dire straits. The party de-
spite its claim to being India’s pre-eminent secular 
party has never posed an ideological challenge to 
Modi. Neither in Gujarat where the party has suc-
cessively failed to arrest  Modi’s juggernaut nor in 
the rest of the country. The BJP has now  acquired 
a true national profile and Congress is shrinking 
by the day.

So, there is no dislodging the PM Modi yet. That 
is, if no credible political rival emerges from the shad-
ows in the near future, a prospect which looks bleak.

A win for thr Grand Alliance in the recent Bi-
har elections could have had a profound signifi-
cance. The victory would have arrested the disarray 
among the secular forces and given them confidence 
to stand up to Modi in the upcoming state elections. 
One such being the  election in West Bengal. As Bi-
har has once again highlighted, only a broad secular 
front against Modi could confront him with a cred-
ible challenge. Nothing short of that can.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Year of Lockdown

C
an a lockdown beat the coronavirus? Last heard, epi-
demiologists and economists were still locked in bit-
ter battle over that one. But Collins Dictionary has 
settled it. “Lockdown” wins hands down, and has been 

crowned the word of this annus horribilis, leaving “coronavi-
rus” and other pandemic-triggered words behind. The word has 
been quite the super-spreader, turning up in multiple languages 
to stand for the stringent restrictions that humans across the 
world have accepted on their movement and social life in the 
hope of taming the virus. Its etymology lies, unsurprisingly, in 
prison life — it once referred to a security measure to confine 
exuberant inmates of jailhouses when they went out of hand. In 
India, it also came to mean the colossal apathy that left thou-
sands of migrant workers stranded, hungry and desperate.

The Sars-CoV-2 outbreak has snuck up on everyday vo-
cabulary in other ways too. In the innocent early months of 
this deprivation, some performed rituals in balconies hoping 
to “flatten the curve”. Others watched WhatsApp scholars add 
to the “infodemic” by claiming that NASA satellites had proof 
that a clanging army had chased the virus away. “Covidiots” 
partied, others rustled up frugal “quarantine meals” and plen-
ty of indignation. As the virus went rogue, “doom-scrolling” 
and reading up on dire news became a habit. The ravages of 
pandemics have been felt on the tongue before, of course. In 
11th century England, the Black Death or the bubonic plague 
wiped out nearly a quarter of its population — especially, the 
French nobility. The vice-grip of the French language on the 
court and the country waned, the stock of English-speaking 
peasants and traders rose — and the English language gained 
in strength in its native kingdom.

If the human race is lucky, and if populist demagogues 
have not entirely short-circuited the workings of science, this 
pandemic might leave far fewer scars on the language. Might 
we even forget the meaning of lockdown? To that hope, raise a 
quarantini.

The Indian Express

K O  V I E W

AsAd dAndiA

L
ast month, French President Emmanuel 
Macron declared in an address to the na-
tion that “Islam is a religion that is in 
crisis today all over the world”. In the 

same speech, he unveiled a political programme 
for strengthening laïcité, France’s unique itera-
tion of secularism that stringently restricts re-
ligion in the public sphere. Since then, a brutal 
decapitation of a schoolteacher, the vicious stab-
bing of two Muslim women and diplomatic spats 
have reignited global anxieties about the entan-
glement between Islam and laïcité.

Much has been written about France’s weap-
onisation of laïcité to discriminate against Mus-
lims and on the history of French liberalism as a 
rationale for the brutal colonisation of millions 
of peoples across Asia and Africa – what it called 
its “mission civilisatrice” (civilising mission). 
This violence is as much part of French history 
as its revolutionary triad of liberté, égalité, and 
fraternité (liberty, equality and fraternity).

It is only the latter, however, that is ever 
mentioned as France’s contribution to moder-
nity. There is seldom a reckoning with the dark 
underbelly of liberalism, and the unparalleled 
violence that was, and continues to be, meted 
out to its historic Others. But Muslims – having 
borne the brunt of French (and other) colonial-
ism, imperialism and racist violence – know it 
all too well. Indeed, for many, Macron’s call for 
an “Islam of the Enlightenment” is viewed as the 
latest development in that history.

When I first read Macron’s remarks about 
Islam in crisis, the immediate question that oc-
curred to me was: Who is this “Islam” and has 
anyone checked up on them? The truth is that the 
trope of “Islam” as Enlightenment liberalism’s 
oppositional foil has been discussed so much that 
it need not be examined here. Let us, however, 
take Macron’s statement descriptively: Is Islam 
in crisis? To answer that question, we would 
have to begin with defining the terms.

If by “Islam”, Macron means Muslim minori-
ties in North America and Western Europe, then 
on the contrary, there has never been a more ex-
citing time to be Muslim. In fact, it is precisely in 
“the West” – which Macron and his predecessors 
have long positioned as the antithesis of “Islam” 
– where some of the richest discourses among 
Muslims are emerging.

The advent of mass literacy, mass migration 
and information technology (including social me-
dia) have collectively facilitated a vibrant cultural 
and intellectual transformation among Muslims 
in the Global North, the likes of which preceding 
generations could never have imagined. Never 
have more Muslims been so actively engaged in 
creatively studying, interpreting, contesting and 
embodying their tradition as they are today.

Muslim women are bringing to the fore their 
subjectivities to assert their agency and chal-
lenge traditional authority in exegesis, ethics, 
politics and more, without the need for white 
liberal saviours. Black Muslims and Muslims of 
African descent, whose long history of resistance 
in the Americas is well-documented, are at the 
forefront of social justice organising, calling on 
people to think more capaciously about imagin-
ing a world beyond policing, prisons and the car-
ceral logics of nation-states.

The growing body of scholarly literature on 
Islam in the English language, be it in academic 
settings or in normative confessional settings 
(with the two often cross-pollinating one an-
other) – led by Muslims – further bears witness 
to the flourishing of Islam in the West. It is safe 
to say that English, once a language of Empire, 
reclaimed by its subjects and their descendants 
and now globalised, is as much an “Islamic” lan-
guage as are Persian or Malay.

In the immediate aftermath of 9/11, Muslims 
– particularly in the United States – were com-
pelled to position themselves as loyal patriots 
committed to the myths of American exception-
alism in order to avoid being suspected of being 
a fifth column. For a long time, Muslims sought 

a “seat at the table” to demonstrate this loyalty.
Today, Muslim communities are spending 

less time seeking a seat at the table and more 
time building tables of their own, without hav-
ing to pander to power. They are articulating a 
consciousness with an acute awareness of the 
various structures of Islamophobic violence that 
have in large part been responsible for shaping 
their global dispossession, subjugation, surveil-
lance and more. And yes, that includes challeng-
ing the state violence exerted by places like the 

US and France.
But what if by “Islam”, Macron meant the 

Muslim world?
There is no doubt that the “Muslim world” 

(in quotes because the category is not without its 
problematics) is struggling. 

Dissidents continue to be imprisoned in Iran. 
The Gulf Arab monarchies marshal a façade of 
social liberalisation that is overshadowed by 
the quashing of political rights. Iraq and Af-
ghanistan remain entangled in myriad power 
struggles amid the fallout of America’s forever 
wars. The Balkans are seeing a revival of the 
same exclusionary nativism that led to the Bos-
nian genocide. Meanwhile, Rohingya Muslims in 
Myanmar and Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang face 
genocide in the present day.

While many of these crises overlap, each of 
them is also the consequence of particular histor-
ical circumstances that demand rigorous analy-
ses which are beyond the purview of this essay. 
Even a cursory glance at the factors that shaped 
them makes it very clear that these crises can 
hardly be boxed into a totalising discourse about 
“Islam in crisis” – a discourse which serves as 
nothing more than a cover to avoid grappling 
with the very complicated histories that brought 

the “Muslim world” to where it is today.
What is overlooked is that despite all of this, 

the spirit of the Arab Spring is alive and well and 
has extended to Iraq, Algeria, Sudan and Leba-
non in the last year. Palestinians and Kashmiris 
maintain their decades-long struggles for justice 
and rights against ostensibly liberal democracies. 
Women’s and minority-led movements in Turkey, 
Pakistan and Iran continue to galvanise against 
discrimination, patriarchy and state violence.

Gulf Arab dissidents refuse to toe the line of 
their autocrats by raising their voices against re-
pression. Muslims of India mobilised the largest 
mass-led demonstrations asserting their rights. 
Uighur activists refuse to be silent even as the 
world turns a blind eye to their pain.

Against all odds, Muslim populations and 
their allies continue to show that when the world 
brings its worst, they offer their best. In the face 
of Pharaoh, Muslims become a Moses.

What is also overlooked is the role of lib-
eral American and French governments in sus-
taining the very illiberal systems of oppression 
they claim to oppose. The US and France are 
staunch allies of Israel, India, Egypt and the 

Gulf Arab states.
When the world at large is witnessing an 

unprecedented surge in far-right movements, 
the breakdown of governing institutions, sky-
rocketing inequalities and impending climate 
catastrophe, it astonishes that one could suggest 
that Muslims or “Islam” are uniquely in crisis. 
We would do better to understand that our chal-
lenges are interconnected, and to suggest that 
“Islam” is the sole – or even a meaningful – unit 
of analysis or explanatory factor for crisis is ten-

uous at best.
It is in fact liberalism – the political philoso-

phy birthed out of the Enlightenment which mar-
shalled freedom, equality, and autonomy – that 
is in crisis. Its ideals are hardly exclusively of 
European provenance, being as they are present 
in numerous non-European traditions, but it is 
Europe’s stream that dominates the global ter-
rain today.

From the left, liberalism is charged with being 
founded upon violent and racist dispossession of 
its historic Others and birthing the system of glob-
al inequality that exists today. Its staunchest crit-
ics from this side include American philosopher 
Cornel West and Indian writer Pankaj Mishra. 
These critics argue that the “chickens have come 
home to roost” for liberal states, as the violence 
they wrought upon the world’s masses has now ex-
posed their cracks, which can no longer be veiled 
by the veneer of equality and freedom, which were 
conditional to begin with.

While critics from the left may cherish the 
freedoms of liberalism with the aim of transcend-
ing them through political economy, liberalism’s 
critics from the right – such as American schol-
ars Patrick Deneen and Adrian Vermeule – cas-
tigate its very foundations. They view it as an 
atomising and suffocating ideology that unteth-
ers human beings from any sense of community 
or social commitment to one another. While the 
left and right may disagree on the solutions, 
both know that the time for liberalism’s reckon-
ing has come. Even American political scientist 
Francis Fukuyama, patron-saint of liberalism, is 
sounding the alarm bells.

And yet as the doomsday clock continues to 
tick, the champions of liberalism cannot but try 
to vindicate the formula that brought crisis upon 
the world in the first place. And while they view 
the freedom offered by liberalism solely as the 
fruits of their own labour, they take no account-
ability for the illiberalism that was needed to 
sustain it. They ascribe liberalism’s successes  – 
freedom, equality, autonomy – exclusively to 
themselves while attributing its failures – centu-
ries of exploitation resulting in global inequality 
and climate catastrophe – to “all of us”.

The wretched of the Earth, as anti-colonial 
philosopher Frantz Fanon called them, are never 
given credit for liberalism’s fruits but are made 
accountable for its poisons. Why?

Macron can rest assured that Islam will be all 
right; that Muslims have overcome many a crisis 
and will overcome many more. As for those of us 
who are concerned for humanity at large, now 
is the time to think deeply together, to lean in to 
one another, and to listen with a spirit of open-
ness and empathy as we face the global crises 
that threaten Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

Who knows, maybe this “Islam” can offer a 
thing or two to address liberalism’s crisis.

The views expressed in this article are author’s 
own and do not necessarily represent that of 
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The spirit of the Arab Spring is alive and well and has 
extended to Iraq, Algeria, Sudan and Lebanon in the last year. 

Palestinians and Kashmiris maintain their decades-long struggles for 
justice and rights against ostensibly liberal democracies.

It is in fact liberalism – 
the political philosophy 
birthed out of the 
Enlightenment which 
marshalled freedom, 
equality, and autonomy 
– that is in crisis.



L
ike millions of other parents, we have 
been struggling to sustain the competing 
jobs of work, home schooling and parent-
ing. Here’s how our spring went and how 

the autumn will probably look: We wake up when 
our younger daughter climbs into our bed to tell 
us about her dreams, we make breakfast, and we 
triage the tasks everyone needs to get done dur-
ing the day. These might include guided read-
ing and arithmetic exercises for the 8-year-old, 
maths homework and a social studies report for 
her 12-year-old sister - and for the two adults in 
the family, both college professors, there’s email, 
class preparation, grading, committee meetings, 
research supervision and scholarship.

On most days, it feels as if we get a reasonable 
amount of time to devote to our professional tasks. 
And yet we are unable to concentrate enough to 
complete the work.

Our strategy is to trade off being the parent “at 
work” and the parent on child-care duty for blocks 
of three hours or so. We ask the kids not to inter-
rupt the at-work parent unless absolutely neces-
sary. If they need to interrupt someone, it should 
be the parent on duty - but they should make an 
effort to solve problems on their own, since the 

parent on duty is trying to get professional work 
done, too. Invariably, both parents end up fielding 
questions about craft projects, complaints about 
sibling misdeeds and requests for snacks. Our per-
sonal responsibilities interrupt our professional 
ones, which interrupt our personal ones - and we 

feel we are failing at all our jobs.
By dinnertime, our kids typically complain, 

“We haven’t seen you at all today!,” while we want 

to scream, “We haven’t seen anyone but you!”
Social science research underscores the costs 

of interrupted professional focus. In a laboratory 
setting, it can take upward of 20 minutes for peo-
ple to get back to the task at hand after an inter-
ruption, and the quality of their work declines. 

People skip steps in their projects when they at-
tempt to refocus, studies have found, or repeat 
steps they’ve completed. On the other side of the 

equation, our kids would certainly vouch for the 
decline in the quality of our parental labor. And 
pre-pandemic research demonstrates that work-
ing from home heightens both job stress and fam-
ily conflict, particularly when it requires the kind 
of multitasking that quarantine demands.

With less time to do it all, the quarantine 
has created more work for everyone. The waged 
(although undercompensated) work done by edu-
cation and child-care professionals - including 
teachers, coaches, school psychologists, technolo-
gy specialists and cafeteria aides - has moved into 
the home, where it is now performed by unwaged 
caregivers. At the same time, many employers are 
asking more of their employees.

If our micro-experiment shows anything, it 
confirms what feminists have long known: Care-
giving labor has to be done by someone, it will not 
take a back seat to caregivers’ other work respon-
sibilities, and it enables other labor that has his-
torically been more highly valued.

Meanwhile, our responsibilities mount. 

...
Gulf News 
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Translation and 
Resistance Literature 

Part- I

Impossible Balancing 
Suzanne edwardS and Larry Snyder

Payaambar na naseeb hua tau khoob hua
Payaam-e-gair say kya sharah-e-arzoo kartay 

That the messenger was unavailable was fortunate
How could another one translate my desire? 

T
he oft quoted couplet by Khwaja Haider Ali 
Aatish adequately highlights the perils of 
translation, which is premised in impossi-
bility. I was reminded of this couplet when 

a few days ago, I ran into an old acquaintance who 
complained that literary production from Kashmir 
is still not up to the mark. One reason, we agreed on 
is that the influence of literatures produced outside 
Kashmir is rather limited as compared to outsiders, 
a lot of whom we read in translation. While it is in-
dubitable that the peculiar socio-political conditions 
in Kashmir promote an aesthetic of confrontation, 
and realism, the argument that this justifies the self-
enclosed nature of literary production doesn’t hold 
water. A counter that could be offered, however, 
is that the tradition of writing lived experience in 
Kashmir is still in infancy, a byproduct of the tur-
moil that Kashmir has spiraled into since 1990’s. Not 
that Kashmir did not have a tradition of writing, on 
the contrary, the poetic tradition is quite old, and 
quite developed. However, as with everywhere, the 
amalgam of identity politics and writing is a compar-
atively new phenomenon inaugurated by Mehjoor in 
the early decades of 20th century. In English, the tra-
dition is popularly ascribed to Agha Shahid Ali, just 
before the onset of the new millennium. Within such 
a short time, it is not possible to evolve a highly strat-
ified tradition just yet. While this counter is justified 
to an extent, it is not sufficient to abide by it, and 
give up hope and effort of diversifying the tradition. 
What can be done to diversify the tradition of poetry 
especially resistance poetry? Many things including 
translation! Translation represents an attempt to 
borrow new genres and new idioms into English. But 
translation itself is not a singular process. 

Tejaswani Niranjana, in ‘Siting Translation’, 
points out that translation provides a context, “of 
contesting and contested stories attempting to ac-
count for, to recount, the asymmetry and inequal-
ity of relations between peoples, races and languag-
es.” She offers a model of translation that employs 
English to contest unmediated representations of 
colonialism and make visible the writer from the 
(former) colony to both the west and the readership 
within the country. This making visible allows post-
colonial translation to emerge as a radical practice, 
which helps to create the desired political state-
ment that lived experiences in marginalised spaces 
like Kashmir demand. Another model is offered by 
Pramod Nayar who argues that effective narratives 
of human rights can be created by using translation 
to create narrative communities, which will harness 

the power of translation to transcend limitations of 
the language, but also bring an audience to a textual 
event that especially accommodates contestations 
of communal identity and action. In spaces consti-

tuted from violence, and suppression like Kashmir, 
translation then emerges as a handy tool to create 
narrative communities, within the world at large in 
general and India in particular, by converting them 
to recognise concrete experience of a disenfran-
chised people. In the spirit of Ramanujan, the Indian 
translator, theorist and poet, the translation aims to 
translate the foreign reader into a native reader i.e. a 
disinterested reader into one anxious and concerned 
about Kashmir. Translation is enacted with a specif-
ic activist zeal to transform narratives realising that 
ground level realities are determined by narratives 
e.g. the narrative of nationalism, revivalism, and 
Hindu majoritarianism determine the lived realities 
of residents of Kashmir. By extension this framing 
demands that counter and alternate narratives be 
drawn to allow the subjugated to produce more ac-
curate representations of their condition, than pre-
sented by the subjugator. 

In this column, I propose to demonstrate this 
model to show how a translation of two ghazals, one 
by Ghulam Rasool Nazki, and one by Khatir Gaznavi 
written in an entirely different context can be rei-
magined to demonstrate the lived experience of a 
Kashmiri on the eve of the various anniversaries of 
massacres, milestones in our history of disenfran-
chisement in general and August 5 in particular 
when the erstwhile state was converted into a union 
territory and its land rights stripped away. The 
translation is as follows:

On Anniversaries
Yet again today, you rake 
the subject of desires of my heart:
fresh tales of salting the wounds of my heart. 

I waxed eloquent with my tale, you heard me
out patiently. Else, who in the world 
listens to lovers pouring out their heart? 

Relic of the garden – 
Flower raised in garden’s shade
In deserts too, I’ll speak of gardens 
with a breeze in my heart. 

You sculpted my idol, I followed 
your lead. Ritual of idolatry
started right, thus, from Kabba’s heart. 

The candle burnt and wept
all night. Till dawn, all conversation
revolved around the moth’s heart. 
(On August 5, 2020)

Aaj phir chedi hai
Aaj phir chedi hai tumnay meray armaanon ki baat
Kaavish-e-zakhm-e-jigar kay taza afsaanon ki baat

Ik ada-e-khaas say hum nay kahee tum nay suni
Kaun sunta hai jahaan main warna deewanon ki baat

Jadaa-e-sehan-e-chaman, parwardaa-e-aagosh-e-gul
Hum bayabaan main bhi kehdenge gulistaanon ki baat

Tum nay mera aur phir main nay tarsha but tera
Is tarah kaabay say chal nikli hai butkhaano.n ki baat

Shaama jalti hi rahee aansoo.n bahatee hi rahee
Subhu tak chalti rahee mehfil main parwaanon ki baat

In the first couplet, the original employs the verb 
‘chedi’ which implies ‘alluded’ to, an indirect hint 
of sorts. I translate it to ‘rake’ which involves a vio-
lence, a digging out as it were, which would cause 
agony, and hence gives full vent to the sadistic plea-
sure the other derives from a reminder of the subject 
i.e. the subject of humiliation, powerlessness and the 
desire to be rid of these. ‘Rake’, therefore, is an ad-
equate reminder of the violence and heartache that 
follows any discussion of the abrogation. Moreover, 
kavish-e-zakhm-e-jigar literally translates into exac-
erbate the wounds of the heart. I translate the line 
into salting the wounds of heart to exaggerate the ef-
fect and bring out the full effect of the torment felt 
by the Kashmiri subject when commemorating the 
event. 

The second couplet talks about narrating the 
tale with an ‘ada-e-khaas’ – a peculiar way. I trans-
late it to ‘wax eloquent’ to indicate the full extent of 
the troubles that followed the abrogation, and the 
grandeur of mourning associated with the crises 
that were unleashed post August. I add patiently to 
the line even as the original only mentions ‘suni’ 
– heard. The addition of patience is simply an af-
firmation of the resignation that has crept into our 
conversations, where we repeat the same litanies 
of grief ad nauseam in every gathering at every in-
stance.  It is only us, who have the patience to lis-
ten to each other’s narratives. People sharing each 
other’s trauma and united by a collective suffering 
listen to each other, and share in each other’s grief. 
In a word increasingly immune and impervious to 
the concerns of the marginalized, and having given 
a free pass to the subjugator to subjugate the sub-
jugated, the aggrieved have nowhere to go but only 
listen to each other, to console themselves in hol-
low consolations and wait wistfully for some relief, 
some good news. Therefore, I translate ‘deewanon 
ki baat’- conversations of lovers to ‘lovers pouring 
out their heart’ to lend more poignancy to the act of 
listening, and expressing.

...
Huzaifa Pandit is the author of the recently 

published Green is the Colour of Memory, which 
won the first edition of Rhythm Divine Poets 

Chapbook Contest 2017. He holds a PhD on poetry of 
resistance from University of Kashmir

The tradition of 
writing lived 

experience in 
Kashmir is still in 
infancy, a byproduct 
of the turmoil that 
Kashmir has 
spiraled into since 
1990’s. Not that 
Kashmir did not 
have a tradition of 
writing, on the 
contrary, the poetic 
tradition is quite 
old, and quite 
developed.

Huzaifa Pandit 

With less time to do it all, the quarantine has created 
more work for everyone. The waged work done by educa-

tion and child-care professionals has moved into the home, 
where it is now performed by unwaged caregivers.
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FUTURE OF BUSINESS TRAVEL 
Unclear As Coronavirus Upends Work Life

Agencies

For the lucrative business 
travel industry, Brian 
Contreras represents its 
worst fears.

A partner account executive 
at a US tech firm, Contreras was 
used to travelling frequently for 
his company. But nine months 
into the pandemic, he and 
thousands of others are work-
ing from home and dialling into 
video conferences instead of 
boarding planes.

Contreras manages his North 
American accounts from Sacra-
mento, California and doesn’t 
expect to travel for work until 
the middle of next year. Even 
then, he’s not sure how much 
he will need to.

“Maybe it’s just the accep-
tance of the new normal. I have 
all of the resources necessary to 
be on the calls, all of the com-
municative devices to make 
sure I can do my job,” he said. 
“There’s an element of of face-
to-face that’s necessary, but I 
would be OK without it.” That 
trend could spell big trouble 
for hotels, airlines, convention 

centres and other industries 
that rely so heavily on business 
travellers like Contreras.

Work travel represented 21% 
of the $8.9 trillion spent on 
global travel and tourism in 
2019, according to the World 
Travel and Tourism Council.

Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bas-
tian recently suggested busi-
ness travel might settle into a 
“new normal” that is 10% to 20% 
lower than it used to be.

“I do think corporate travel 
is going to come back faster 
than people suspect. I just don’t 
know if it will be come back to 
the full volume,” Bastian told 
The Associated Press. Right 
now, Delta’s business travel rev-
enue is down 85%.

Dubai-based MBC Group, 
which operates 18 television sta-
tions, says it’s unlikely employ-
ees will travel as often once the 
pandemic ends because they’ve 
proven they don’t need to.

“We have managed to de-
liver projects and negotiate 
deals very successfully, though 
remotely,” MBC spokesman 
Mazen Hayek said. MBC has re-
duced trips by more than 85%, 

Hayek said.
Amazon, which told it em-

ployees to stop travelling in 
March, says it has saved nearly 
$1 billion in travel expenses so 
far this year. The online shop-
ping giant, with more than 1.1 
million employees, is the sec-

ond-largest employer in the US.
At Southwest Airlines, CEO 

Gary Kelly said while overall 
passenger revenue is down 
70%, business travel — normally 
more than one-third of South-
west’s traffic -- is off 90%.

“I think that’s going to con-

tinue for a long time. I’m very 
confident it will recover and 
pass 2019 levels, I just don’t 
know when,” Kelly told the AP.

US hotels relied on business 
travel for around half their reve-
nue in 2019, or closer to 60% in big 
cities like Washington, according 

to Cindy Estis Green, the CEO of 
hospitality data firm Kalibri Labs.

Peter Belobaba, who teaches 
airline management at MIT, 
said business travel is down 
partly because some people 
are afraid to fly and partly be-
cause companies fear liability 
if employees contract Covid-19 
while travelling for work.

Companies have also reined in 
travel because times are lean, he 
said. ExxonMobil cut business 
travel in February — even before 
the pandemic’s full impact was 
felt in the US — because of fall-
ing global demand for oil.

Those who want to travel may 
also be limited by travel restric-
tions, Belobaba added. Last month, 
Polestar CEO Thomas Ingenlath ob-
served a mandatory 14-day quar-
antine in China after flying in from 
Sweden for the Beijing Auto Show.

Polestar, an electric car brand 
jointly owned by Sweden’s Vol-
vo and China’s Geely, has always 
tried to limit travel for environ-
mental reasons. But the 14-day 
quarantine has restricted travel 
even further, said Kiki Liu, Pole-
star’s head of communications.

The cutback in travel has been 

a boon for teleconferencing ser-
vices. Zoom said it had 370,200 
customer businesses with at 
least 10 employees at the end of 
July, more than triple the num-
ber it had at the end of April.

But for some workers, tele-
conferencing can’t replace be-
ing there in person.

Rebecca Lindland, an automo-
tive consultant and founder of 
Rebecca Drives, used to travel 38 
weeks each year for test drives 
and auto shows. This year, she 
didn’t fly from March until Sep-
tember. Test drives have been 
cut back to regional events, so at-
tendees don’t have to travel as far.

Sam Clarke, an assistant pro-
fessor in the college of business 
at California State University San 
Marcos, agrees that some in-
person events — like trade shows 
— will still be important in the 
future. But he thinks new kinds of 
business travel could also emerge.

Lockdowns have taught em-
ployees how to adapt to dif-
ferent work environments, he 
says, so hotels, airlines and 
even cruise ships should beef 
up their connectivity and cater 
to business travellers.

Low Fitness Linked To 
Higher Depression, 
Anxiety Risk: Study

Agencies

People with low aero-
bic and muscular 
fitness are nearly 
twice as likely to 

experience depression, ac-
cording to a study led by 
University College London 
(UCL) researchers.

Low fitness levels also 
predicted a 60 per cent 
greater chance of anxiety, 
over a seven-year follow-
up, according to the find-
ings published in BMC 
Medicine.

Lead author, PhD student 
Aaron Kandola (UCL Psychi-
atry) said: “Here we have 
provided further evidence 
of a relationship between 
physical and mental health, 
and that structured exercise 
aimed at improving differ-
ent types of fitness is not 
only good for your physical 
health, but may also have 
mental health benefits.”

The study involved 
152,978 participants aged 
40 to 69 of the UK Biobank 
study. Their baseline aero-
bic fitness at the start of 
the study period was tested 
by using a stationary bike 
with increasing resistance, 
while their muscular fit-
ness was measured with a 
grip strength test. They also 
completed a questionnaire 
gauging depression and 
anxiety symptoms.

Seven years later they 
were tested again for de-
pression and anxiety symp-
toms, and the researchers 
found that high aerobic and 
muscular fitness at the start 
of the study was associated 
with better mental health 
seven years later.

People with the low-
est combined aerobic and 
muscular fitness had 98 
per cent higher odds of de-
pression, 60 per cent higher 
odds of anxiety, and 81% 
higher odds of having either 
one of the common mental 
health disorders, compared 

to those with high levels of 
overall fitness.

The researchers ac-
counted for potentially 
confounding factors at 
baselines such as diet, so-
cioeconomic status, chronic 
illness, and mental illness 
symptoms.

Previous studies have 
found that people who ex-
ercise more are less likely to 
experience mental illness-
es, but most studies rely on 
people self-reporting their 
activity levels, which can be 
less reliable than the objec-
tive physical fitness mea-
sures used here.

Senior author Dr Joseph 
Hayes (UCL Psychiatry and 
Camden and Islington NHS 
Foundation Trust) said: 
“Our findings suggest that 
encouraging people to ex-
ercise more could have ex-
tensive public health ben-
efits, improving not only 
our physical health but our 
mental health too. Improv-
ing fitness through a com-
bination of cardio exercise 
and strength and resistance 
training appears to be more 
beneficial than just focus-
ing on aerobic or muscular 
fitness.”

Aaron Kandola added: 
“Reports that people are 
not as active as they used 
to be are worrying, and 
even more so now that 
global lockdowns have 
closed gyms and limited 
how much time people are 
spending out of the house. 
Physical activity is an im-
portant part of our lives 
and can play a key role in 
preventing mental health 
disorders.”

“Other studies have 
found that just a few weeks 
of regular intensive exer-
cise can make substantial 
improvements to aerobic 
and muscular fitness, so we 
are hopeful that it may not 
take much time to make a 
big difference to your risk 
of mental illness.”



Saudi King Urges World To Take 
‘Decisive Stance’ Against Iran
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DUBAI: A Saudi political prisoner and human 
rights activist is facing the very real and very grim 
prospect of death by beheading. What for? Partici-
pating in protests, "chanting slogans hostile to the 

I R A N  F M  I N  S Y R I A

Agencies

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
urged the world on Thursday to 
take “a decisive stance” to address 
efforts by Iran to develop nuclear 
and ballistic missile programmes, 
in his annual address to the top 
government advisory body.

“The kingdom stresses the 
dangers of Iran’s regional project, 
its interference in other countries, 
its fostering of terrorism, its fan-
ning the flames of sectarianism 
and calls for a decisive stance 
from the international communi-
ty against Iran that guarantees a 
drastic handling of its efforts to ob-
tain weapons of mass destruction 
and develop its ballistic missiles 
programme,” the king said.

They were the 84-year-old 
ruler’s first public remarks since 
he addressed the United Nations 
General Assembly in Septem-
ber via videolink, where he also 
took aim at Iran condemning its 
“expansionism“. Sunni Muslim-
majority Saudi Arabia and Shia-
dominated Iran are locked in 
several proxy wars in the region, 
including in Yemen where a Sau-

di-led coalition has been battling 
the Tehran-aligned Houthi move-
ment for more than five years.

There was no immediate 
reaction from Iran to the king’s 
remarks. Tehran described the 
king’s UN remarks as “baseless al-
legations” and has denied arming 
groups in the Middle East.

State news agency SPA 
published a full transcript of the 
king’s speech after midnight, and 
state television broadcast photos 
of what appeared to be the king ad-
dressing council members via vid-
eolink from his palace in Neom.

Tensions have risen in the re-
gion since United States President 
Donald Trump pulled the US out 
of a landmark nuclear deal with 
world powers in 2018 and reim-
posed stringent economic sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic.

The relationship Trump 
shares with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) 
had provided a buffer against 
international criticism over Ri-
yadh’s rights record sparked by 
the murder of Saudi journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi, Riyadh’s role 
in Yemen’s war and the detention 
of women activists.

Saudi-US relationship
But US President-elect Joe 

Biden pledged in his campaign to 
reassess ties with the kingdom, a 
major oil exporter and buyer of US 
weapons and military equipment.

Saudi Arabia was an enthu-
siastic backer of Trump’s “maxi-
mum pressure” campaign on 
Iran. But Biden has said he would 
return to a 2015 nuclear pact be-
tween world powers and Tehran, 
a deal negotiated when Biden was 
vice president in Barack Obama’s 
administration.

In Yemen, where the war has 
killed tens of thousands of people 
and triggered a humanitarian cri-
sis, King Salman said the kingdom 
continues to support UN-led efforts 
to reach a political settlement.

He also condemned what he al-
leged was the Houthi movement’s 
“deliberate and methodological” tar-
geting of civilians inside Saudi Ara-
bia via drones and ballistic missiles.

Riyadh was working to 
guarantee the stability of global 
oil supplies to serve both produc-
ers and consumers, despite CO-
VID-19’s impact on oil markets, 
the king said.

...

YouTube Back Up After 
Worldwide Outage That Affected 
Nearly 286,000 Users

‘Countdown to catastrophe’ in 
Yemen as UN again warns of famine
Agencies

Washinton: The United Na-
tions has once again warned 
of millions of men, women and 
children in war-torn Yemen 
are facing famine as it issued 
yet another appeal for more 
money to prevent it.

“We are on a countdown 
right now to a catastrophe,” 
UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) Executive Director Da-
vid Beasley told the UN Secu-
rity Council on Wednesday.

“We have been here before 
… We did almost the same dog-
and-pony show. We sounded 
the alarm then,” the head of the 
Nobel Peace Prize-winning UN 
body said. The UN describes 
Yemen as the world’s largest 
humanitarian crisis, with 80 
percent of the country’s 30 mil-
lion people in need of help.

“If we choose to look away, 
there’s no doubt in my mind 
Yemen will be plunged into a 
devastating famine within a 
few short months,” Beasley 
told the 15-member council.

A Saudi Arabia-led military 
coalition intervened in Yemen in 
2015, backing government forces 
fighting the Iran-allied Houthi 
group, which had captured the 
capital Sanaa a year earlier.

Since then, more than 
100,000 people – fighters and ci-
vilians – have been killed.

UN officials are trying to re-
vive peace talks to end the war 
as the country’s suffering has 
also been worsened by an eco-
nomic and currency collapse 
and the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘Yemenis not going hun-
gry, they’re being starved’

In late 2017, UN aid chief 
Mark Lowcock warned that Ye-
men was then facing “the larg-
est famine the world has seen 
for many decades with millions 
of victims”. “We prevented fam-
ine two years ago,” Lowcock told 
the Security Council on Wednes-
day. “More money for the aid op-
eration is the quickest and most 
efficient way to support famine 
prevention efforts right now.”

He said the world body had 
received less than half of what 
it needed – about $1.5bn – this 
year for its humanitarian op-
erations in Yemen. Last year it 
received $3bn.

On September 15, Lowcock 
for the first time singled out Sau-
di Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) and Kuwait for not 
responding to the UN’s appeal.

Days later, Kuwait an-
nounced a $20m donation and 
Saudi Arabia publicly commit-
ted to providing $204m to UN 
aid agencies, part of its $500m 
pledged in June.

The UAE, which is a part of 
the Saudi-led coalition, did not 
announce any funding for this 
year. On Wednesday, Germa-
ny’s UN Ambassador Christoph 
Heusgen called on its leaders to 
respond to the UN appeal.

Lowcock described in graph-
ic detail “the horrors inflicted 
by famine on the body and on 
the soul,” saying as they starve, 
people, especially children, are 
likelier to fall sick or die from 
diseases they may otherwise 
have resisted.

Agencies

Copenhagen : At least 10 mil-
lion Danish mink have already 
been slaughtered, after farmers 
acted on a government order 
that has since been retracted 
because it broke the law.

The fate of the animals, 
some of which were killed in 
such haste that there were eye-
witness reports of thousands 
of mink carcasses strewn 
across a public motorway, pro-
vides a graphic reminder of 
the real-world consequences 
of a string of political missteps 
in Denmark that could have 
global consequences.

The country is grappling 
with a new mutation of the 
coronavirus found in its mink 
population. Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen says the 

variant has the potential to de-
rail efforts to develop a Covid 
vaccine. The only option left to 
Denmark, she says, is to cull 
its entire mink population of 
roughly 17 million animals.

Denmark’s fur breeders’ 
association estimates that 
two-thirds of that population 
are now dead.

“It’s a terrible and difficult 
situation, with the industry 
being shut down in a single 
blow,” said Tage Pedersen, 
the chairman of the group. 
“There’s no way back...even 
if a few farmers somehow sur-
vive, there’s still no future. We 
can only survive if we have a 

large, robust business.”

Political Fight
Frederiksen’s handling of 

the crisis has drawn condem-
nation from a united parlia-
ment after mink farmers were 
ordered to cull their herds, 
including healthy animals. 
Frederiksen’s government 
has said it didn’t know the or-
der required new legislation. 
An emergency bill needing a 
three-quarters majority has 
since failed, and the legislative 
process is now in limbo.

For the country’s mink 
farmers, the damage already 
done is so great that many 
wonder whether the industry 
will survive. What’s more, 
Frederiksen’s government, 
which still expects a standard 
bill to pass with more than 

50%, wants all Danish mink 
farming to be banned until 
2022. That means breeding an-
imals will be wiped out, effec-
tively shuttering the industry.

As Denmark gets dragged 
into a domestic political bat-
tle, scientists worry that the 
risk that mink mutations pose 
is misunderstood.

The arrival of Covid-19 in 
Denmark was a clear “game 
changer” for its mink farmers, 
Kare Molbak, the country’s 
top epidemiologist, told news-
paper Politiken. Maintaining 
the industry now “represents 
far too high a national health 
risk,” he said.

Over 10 Million Danish 
Mink Are Slaughtered As 
Farms Shut Down

Pakistan, Iran concerned over 
growing trend of Islamophobia

Agencies

YouTube, owned by Al-
phabet Inc’s Google, 
said late on Wednesday 

it had fixed a glitch that led to a 
worldwide outage of the video-
streaming service.

DownDetector.com, a web-
site which monitors outages, 
showed nearly 286,000 inci-
dents of people reporting is-
sues with the service.

The issue started at around 
6:53 p.m. ET (23:53 GMT), ac-
cording to Downdetector.com, 
with users complaining about 
trouble in watching videos on 
the platform.

“We’re so sorry for the 
interruption. This is fixed 
across all devices & You-
Tube services,” YouTube 

said in a tweet, without ex-
plaining what had caused 
the outage.

...And we’re back - we’re 
so sorry for the interruption. 
This is fixed across all devices 

& YouTube services, thanks 
for being patient with us ❤️ 
https://t.co/1s0qbxQqc6

Google did not respond to 
a Reuters request for comment 
on the outage.

22 Wedding Guests Killed 
As Rickshaw Falls Into 
Canal In Pakistan
Agencies

Peshawar, Pakistan: Twenty-two wedding guests were killed 
when the rickshaw they were riding in fell into a canal in 
northwestern Pakistan, police said Wednesday at the end of a 
recovery mission.

The three-wheeler was overloaded with 29 people when the 
accident happened on Monday, near the city of Dera Ismail Khan.

“We have recovered 22 bodies which include 16 women and six 
children”, Muhammad Ramzan, a senior police official, told AFP.

The victims were from the same extended family, and at 
least seven of them were from the same household, he added.

Seven people were rescued.
Bilal Muhammad Faizi, a spokesman for the local rescue 

agency, confirmed the number of deaths and said the last bod-
ies were retrieved on Wednesday.

Rickshaws are a common mode of transport across Paki-
stan, and accidents occur frequently.

Pakistan has one of the world’s worst records for fatal traf-
fic accidents, mostly blamed on poor roads, badly maintained 
vehicles and reckless driving.

N E W S M A K E R S

New Iranian note with pale zeros 
symbolizes transition to new currency

T
he Central Bank 
of Iran (CBI) has 
launched a new 
version of the most 

frequently-used bank note 
in the country to signify a 
transition to the new cur-
rency toman.

Four zeros on CBI’s 
new 100,000 rials note were 
light-hued, a picture of the 
note circulating in the lo-
cal media on Wednesday 
showed.

That signified Iran’s on-
going move toward toman, 
the new currency which 
will be equal to 10,000 rials 
once it is introduced in Iran 
in early 2022.

A law endorsed by the 
previous Iranian parlia-
ment in May stipulated that 
a full transition to toman 
would need at least two 
years to allow markets and 
businesses to adapt to the 

new situation.
CBI chief Abdolnasser 

Hemmati said recently 
that printing bank notes 
with four pale zeroes had 
already started with a 
change of design applied 
to large denomination 

currency bills.  
“The plan to slash 

four zeroes is being pur-
sued in the new parlia-
ment but the CBI would 
print zeroes in a light-
hued form in the new 
notes it prints so that it 

could symbolize a transi-
tion.” said Hemmati.

Toman is still used 
as the popular denomi-
nation currency in Iran 
less than a century after 
it was dropped in favor of 
the rial. The popular to-
man is equal to 10 rials, 
much lower in value com-
pared to the toman that is 
planned to be circulated.

Government authori-
ties have repeatedly insist-
ed that introducing a higher 
currency would only serve 
to simplify administrative 
and financial processes and 
it has nothing to do with ef-
forts to contain inflation in 
the country.

The rial rebounded 
against international cur-
rencies in early Novem-
ber and after the presi-
dential elections in the 
United States.

British Nurse Charged With Murders Of 
Eight Babies, 10 Attempted Killings

L
ondon: Police in the 
northwestern Eng-
lish city Chester said 
Wednesday they had 

charged a nurse with eight 
counts of murder and ten of at-
tempted murder against babies 
at a local hospital.

A 30-year-old named as Lucy 
Letby was arrested on Tuesday 
and charged with the crimes 
once prosecutors gave the go-
ahead, Cheshire police said in a 
statement.

The charges relate to “a 
number of baby deaths and non-
fatal collapses at the neonatal 
unit at the Countess of Chester 
Hospital” between June 2015 
and June 2016, they added.

Letby is being held in cus-
tody ahead of a first appearance 
before magistrates in nearby 
Warrington on Thursday.

She had previously been 
arrested but released without 
charge in 2018 and 2019.

Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
Iran on Wednesday expressed 
concern over the growing 
trend of Islamophobia and 
agreed on close coordination 
to support efforts for peace 
and reconciliation in Afghani-
stan at a time when militant 
attacks continue inside the 
country and the intra-Afghan 
negotiations have stalled. 
Pakistan also conveyed deep 
appreciation for the Iran’s su-
preme leader’s steadfast sup-
port for the Kashmir cause.

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Javad Zarif, who arrived with 
his delegation on Tuesday, 
called on Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
separately.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said during the meeting 
with Iranian FM that Paki-
stan and Iran enjoy close and 
cordial relations, underscor-
ing the need to work closely 
for promotion of peace, secu-
rity and development in the re-
gion. He also emphasized that 
the two countries must further 
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion for mutual benefit.

The prime minister ex-
tended condolences over the 
loss of precious lives in Iran 
due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
Sharing Pakistan’s experi-
ence, the prime minister said-
that the “smart lockdown” 
strategy and other measures 
taken by his government led to 
significant containment of the 
pandemic in Pakistan.

The prime minister also 
emphasised the need for en-
hanced bilateral cooperation 

with special emphasis on bi-
lateral trade and economic re-
lations. He also underscored 
the need to work closely for 
promoting peace, security and 
development in the region.

Highlighting Pakistan’s 
efforts towards facilitating 
peace and stability in Afghani-
stan, the prime minister said 
that there was no military so-
lution to the Afghan conflict. 
The prime minister reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s support for Afghan-
led and Afghan-owned peace 
process and hoped that this 
historic opportunity would be 
seized by all Afghan parties to 
secure a political settlement.

The prime minister added 
that peace in Afghanistan 
would be beneficial for the en-
tire region as it would create 
new opportunities for trade 
and economic cooperation as 
well as regional connectivity.

Letby is being held in custody ahead 
of a first appearance before magistrates 

in nearby Warrington on Thursday.
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World Shares Slip On Doubts 
Over COVID Vaccines, Outbreaks

World stocks fell back on 
Thursday after an overnight 
comeback by big technolo-
gy shares that have thrived 

during the pandemic.
Excitement over news of potentially 

effective vaccines for COVID-19 has been 
tempered by concerns over the logistical 
challenges of ensuring access to billions 
of people. Meanwhile, caseloads are ris-
ing, leading governments to re-instate 
restrictions on business and other activi-
ties to battle the pandemic.

"Vaccine trades reversed to give way 
to stay home' trades," as shares of tech-
nology companies and others that do 
well when people stay home and work 
remotely rallied, Mizuho Bank said in a 
commentary.

But it added, “Fact of the matter is, 
progress on vaccine development is at 
worst two steps forward one step back, 
and not one step forward and two steps 
back on a sustained basis."

Germany's DAX lost 0.8% to 13,104.87 
and the CAC 40 in Paris declined 0.9% to 
5,393.76. In Britain, the FTSE 100 gave up 
0.6% to 6,342.53. On Wall Street, the future 
for the S&P 500 slipped 0.6% while the 
contract for the Dow industrials lost 0.7%.

In Asian trading, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 
index gained 0.7% to 25,520.88 despite a 
report that machinery orders fell in Sep-
tember, suggesting weakness in corporate 
investment. The benchmark has been trad-
ing near 30-year highs despite a resurgence 
of COVID-19 cases that has officials urging 
people to stay home over the holidays.

The mood was more sombre else-
where in the region.

Hong Kong's Hang Seng index fell 0.2% 
to 26,169.38 and the Shanghai Composite 
index declined 0.1% to 3,338.68. In Seoul, 
the Kospi shed 0.4% to 2,475.62. Australia's 
S&P/ASX 200 slipped 0.5% to 6418.20.

Chinese technology shares have taken 
a beating this week, losing about 290 
billion in market capitalization after the 
government issued new proposed anti-
trust regulations for digital industries, 
said Jeffrey Halley of Oanda.

Overnight, the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average edged 0.1% lower, to 29,397.63, 
falling back on news that New York 
would put restrictions on bars, restau-
rants and gyms as COVID-19 infections 
rose in the state.

The S&P 500 rose 0.8%, to 3,572.66 and 
is just 8 points below the record high it 
set in September. The technology-heavy 
Nasdaq composite rose 2%, to 11,786.43.

Investors have embraced hopes that 
one or more coronavirus vaccines could 
help corral the virus by the second half 
of next year, encouraging people to re-
turn to life as it was before the pandemic.

All that economic activity would come 

on top of the tremendous aid that the 
Federal Reserve and other central banks 
around the world are pumping into the 
economy through very low interest rates 
and massive purchases of bonds.

Hope also remains that the US govern-
ment may eventually deliver some form of 
support for the economy, though its total 
size would likely be smaller than if Demo-
crats had swept this month's elections.

Wall Street strategists have been raising 
their forecasts for stock prices on expecta-
tions that political control of Washington 
will remain split between the parties. Re-
publicans look set to keep the Senate, as 
long as runoff elections go their way in 
Georgia in January, while Democrats will 
hold the House of Representatives.

Democrat Joe Biden has clinched 
enough electoral votes to win the White 
House, clearing some of the uncertainty 
that weighed on the market through the 
vicious campaign. Investors are looking 
past President Donald Trump's refusal to 
concede and assuming that a split Wash-
ington under Biden could keep tax rates 
low while offering more steady and pre-
dictable policies.

In other trading, benchmark US crude 
oil picked up 17 cents to 41.62 per bar-
rel in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. It climbed 9 cents 
to 41.45 on Wednesday.

Brent crude, the international stan-
dard, added 16 cents to 43.97 per barrel.

The US dollar weakened to 105.32 
Japanese yen from 105.42 yen. The euro 
climbed to 1.1786 from 1.1776.

India-China Escalation "Can Be 
Misused By Other Players": Russia
NEW DELHI: Russia on Thursday said any 
escalation in the border tension between 
India and China amid the global turbu-
lence and unpredictability would further 
trigger regional instability in Eurasia, and 
the friction can be misused by other play-
ers in their geo-political purpose.

At an online media briefing, Russian 
Deputy Chief of Mission Roman Babush-
kin said Russia is "naturally concerned" 
over the tensions between the two Asian 
powers, noting that it was "very impor-
tant" for both the countries to engage 
more in "constructive dialogue".

Referring to both India and China 
being members of the SCO and BRICS 
groupings, Mr Babushkin said respectful 
dialogue is a main tool when it comes to 
cooperation in the framework of multi-
lateral platforms.

"It is clear that amid global turbulence 
and unpredictability, escalation between 
India and China would further affect re-
gional instability in our common home 

Eurasia. The escalation we are witness-
ing can be misused by other players in 
their geo-political purposes," he said.

"We feel it is very important to encour-
age both our friendly Asian countries to be 
more engaged in constructive dialogue. 
Recent news about their commitment to 
exercise restraint and continue commu-
nication through diplomatic and military 
channels to remove tensions are absolute-
ly welcoming developments," he added.

India and China are locked in a bit-
ter border standoff in eastern Ladakh 
for over six months. Both sides are now 
working on proposals on disengagement 
of troops from the high-altitude region.

The Eurasian region has also been wit-
nessing turmoil in the last few months 
primarily due to rising cases of corona-
virus and tense relations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-
Karabakh region.

"Russia remains in a unique position since 
it has special strategic relations with both In-

dia and China and these relationships are in-
dependent in nature. We are naturally con-
cerned with the current tensions between 
India and China. However, we believe that a 
peaceful solution is inevitable sooner rather 
than later," Mr Babushkin said. "Both are 
global and responsible neighbouring powers 
with huge economic and defence potential 
as well as civilisational wisdom," he added.

When asked whether the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation and the BRICS 
groups can play a role in defusing tensions 
between two of their member nations, the 
Russian diplomat said both the groupings 
have developed mechanisms for positive 
engagements "Certainly respectful dia-
logue is the main tool when it comes to co-
operation in the framework of the SCO and 
BRICS. Both associations have developed 
dozens of mechanisms of sector wise co-
operation and let me assure you that their 
relevant interest is growing," he said.

The BRICS comprises Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China, and South Africa.

Contempt Proceedings 
Launched Against 
Kunal Kamra

Attorney General K K 
Venugopal on Thursday 
granted consent for 
initiation of contempt 

proceedings against stand-up 
comic artist Kunal Kamra for 
his tweets which allegedly criti-
cised the Supreme Court.

The tweets which I am ex-
tracting below are not only 
in bad taste but clearly cross 

the line between humour and 
contempt of the court , said 
Venugopal in his letter to one of 
the applicants who had sought 
consent of the top law officer 
for initiation of contempt pro-
ceedings against Kamra.

I therefore grant consent to pro-
ceed by way of initiating contempt 
proceedings against Kunal Kamra, 
Venugopal said in his letter.

In one of the letters seeking 
Attorney General's consent for 
initiation of contempt proceed-
ings against Kamra, three law-
yers have claimed that he al-
legedly attempted to lower the 
authority of the Supreme Court 
of India through his tweets after 
the apex court had granted in-
terim bail to Republic TV Editor-
in-Chief Arnab Goswami.

Cop Assault Case: Arnab 
Goswami's Pre-Arrest Bail 
Hearing Adjourned Till 
November 23
MUMBAI: A sessions court in 
Mumbai has adjourned till No-
vember 23 the hearing into the 
pre-arrest bail plea of Republic 
TV Editor-in-Chief Arnab Go-
swami and his wife in a case 
registered against them by 
Mumbai Police for allegedly as-
saulting a woman police officer.

Their lawyer Shyam Kalyan-
kar said the plea could not be 
heard on Thursday as the judge 
did not preside.

"The anticipatory bail plea 
of Arnab Goswami and his wife 
was simply adjourned till No-
vember 23," he said.

"We did not seek any interim 
protection from arrest today as 
we are waiting for the detailed 
order of the Supreme Court 
(passed on Wednesday granting 
bail to Arnab Goswami in anoth-
er matter)," Mr Kalyankar said.

The Supreme Court on Wednes-
day granted interim bail to Arnab 
Goswami in a case of alleged 
"abetment to suicide" of interior 
designer Anvay Naik in 2018.

Arnab Goswami, who was ar-
rested on November 4, was re-
leased from the Taloja prison in 
Navi Mumbai late last evening.

Last week, an FIR was regis-

tered against Arnab Goswami, 
his wife Samyabrata Ray Gos-
wami and his son at NM Joshi 
Marg police station in central 
Mumbai for allegedly assaulting 
a woman police officer when a 
police team went to his house to 
arrest him on November 4.

Currently, Arnab Goswami 
and his wife have filed an an-
ticipatory bail plea in the as-
sault case.

They have been charged under 
Indian Penal Code sections 353 
(assault to deter public servant 
from discharge of his duty), 504 
(intentional insult to provoke 
breach of peace) and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation) and under the 
Damage to Public Property Act.

TN Varsity Removes 
Arundhati Roy's Book On 
Maoists From Syllabus 
After ABVP's Protest

After complaints from 
several people, includ-
ing the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad, 

against Arundhati Roy's 'Walking 
with the Comrades' being part of 
its MA English syllabus, a state-
run university in Tamil Nadu has 
removed it from the curriculum.

The ABVP and others alleged 
the book glorified the ultras and 
was anti-national in content.

Opposition parties, the DMK 
and CPI(M), have opposed the 
move to take the book off the syl-
labus that chronicles the author's 
journey to hideouts of Maoists in 
Chhattisgarh and the way they 
operated out of the jungles.

The book has been part of the 
syllabus from 2017-18 batch for 
the third semester of MA in Eng-
lish Literature of Tirunelveli based 
Manonmaniam Sundaranar Uni-
versity's affiliated colleges.

"Last week we got a written 
complaint from the ABVP. Sub-
sequently, there were lot of other 
representations. We received 
complaints from our syndicate 
members as well," MSU's Vice 
Chancellor K Pitchumani told PTI.

Such complaints under-
scored the 'controversial' con-
tents in the book and wanted it 
to be deleted from the curricu-
lam for students, he said.

Hence, a committee compris-
ing senior academicians was set 
up to look into the matter. The 
former chairman of the board 
of studies who framed the syl-
labus and the incumbent chief 
were also part of it, he said.

"The committee met on 
Wednesday and they decided 
the withdrawal of the book 
from syllabus for its sensitive 
nature and in its place, a book of 
Padma awardee and naturalist, 
M Krishnan's 'My Native Land, 
Essays on Nature' has been in-

cluded," he said.
"This has been implemented 

immediately," he said.
Krishnan (1912-96) was a 

renowned naturalist, a pioneer 
in Indian wildlife photography 
and writer and he was awarded 
the Padma Shri in 1969.

The decision would be ap-
proved at a meeting of the uni-
versity's Standing Committee 
of Academic Affairs, he said, 
adding they were not for 'con-
troversy' since academics alone 
were important.

Asked if the 'sensitive' nature 
of the book was not taken into 
account when it was included in 
the syllabus, the top university 
official said,"probably it went 
unnoticed."   However, as soon 
as representations were received 
against the book, prompt follow-
up action was taken, he said.

In its complaint, the ABVP's 
south Tamil Nadu unit alleged 
Roy's book openly supported 
Maoists and disseminated anti-
national views.

"It is a matter of regret that 
this book has been part of 
the syllabus for the past three 
years. Through this, the Naxal 
and Maoist ideology has been 
imposed on the students," 
the ABVP said demanding the 
book's withdrawal.

2 Arrested For Cheating 
Homebuyers Of ₹ 29 
Crore In Delhi: Police
NEW DELHI: Two persons have 
been arrested for allegedly duping 
around 250 homebuyers of ₹ 29 
crore on the pretext of a housing 
society project under a scheme of 
the Delhi Development Authority, 
police said on Thursday.

Ratan Singh Negi (39), a resi-
dent of Faridabad, and his wom-
an accomplice are office-bearers 
of the Aerocity Dwarka multi-
state cooperative group housing 
society. Before joining it, both 
were employed with another 
real estate firm in managerial ca-
pacity, according to police.

On the pretext that their up-
coming project is duly licensed 
from the DDA, the suspects col-
lected ₹ 29 crore from approxi-
mately 250 investors. Only ₹ 
6.75 crore out of it was utilised 
for purchase of the land for the 
project, while the remaining 
amount was misappropriated 
and siphoned off to various oth-
er entities, an officer said.

The arrests on Wednesday 
came following inputs that Negi 
and the associate, who were on a 
run after dismissal of their antici-

patory bails, were visiting Delhi. 
Police are also investigating the 
roles of other conspirators and 
associated persons in connection 
with the case, the officer said.

Police official OP Mishra said 
that various attractive schemes 
were being floated in the mar-
ket by different societies and 
builders in the name of the 
DDA's land pooling policy (LPP), 
and registration fee or initial 
payment booking of property 
or flat were being sought.

The DDA started the LPP to 
ensure availability of sufficient 
houses under a planned develop-
ment of Delhi. A probe found that 
various builders and promoters 
grabbed it as an opportunity to ex-
ploit the situation by cheating flat 
buyers and raised huge amounts 
from them for advance bookings 
in the name of registration, he said.

PUBG To Return With Indian Subsidiary, Pumps $100Mn Into Gaming

Bringing cheers to Indian mobile 
gamers ahead of Diwali, PUBG 
Corporation on Thursday said it is 

making a comeback to the India market 
with the creation of an Indian subsid-
iary and a new game.

With its South Korean parent com-
pany Krafton, Inc., PUBG Corp also 
plans to make investments worth $100 
million in India to cultivate the local 
video game, esports, entertainment, 
and IT industries, the company said.

The immensely popular Play-
erUnknown's Battlegrounds (PUBG) Mo-
bile app was among the 118 Chinese apps 
that the Indian government banned in Sep-
tember over national security concerns.

To get the ban lifted, PUBG Corp 
made the decision to no longer autho-
rise the PUBG Mobile franchise to Chi-
na-based Tencent Games in India.

Confirming this on Thursday, PUBG 
said it is preparing to launch PUBG Mo-
bile India, a new game created specifi-
cally for the Indian market.

The Indian subsidiary will hire over 
100 employees specialising in busi-

ness, esports, and game development, 
PUBG Corp said.

In addition to establishing a local of-
fice, the company will look to actively 
collaborate and leverage local businesses 
to strengthen its gaming service, it added.

The company also revealed plans to 
provide a secure and healthy gameplay 
environment alongside investments to 
cultivate local video game, esports, en-
tertainment, and IT industries.

To assuage privacy and data secu-
rity concerns, PUBG said it will conduct 
regular audits and verifications on the 
storage systems holding Indian users' 

personally identifiable information to 
reinforce security and ensure that their 
data is safely managed.

To build and foster a healthy game-
play environment, in-game content 
will be improved and tailored to reflect 
local needs, it added. Various aspects of 
the game will be customized for Indian 
gamers, such as the game now being set 
in a virtual simulation training ground, 
new characters automatically starting 
clothed, and green hit effects to reflect 
the virtual nature of the game.

The company will include a feature 
that places restrictions on game time 
to promote healthy gameplay habits 
for younger players.

The company, however, did not dis-
close the launch date of PUBG Mobile 
India.

BREAKING: Film Actor Asif Basra 
Found Hanging In A Private Complex 
In Dharamshala

Film actor Asif Basra was 
found hanging in a pri-
vate complex in Dharam-

shala. Forensic team is at the 
spot and police are investigat-
ing the matter.

It is being reported that the 
actor had a property on lease 
for the past five-six years in 
McLeodganj, Upper Dharam-
shala, and used to visit the 
place regularly.

A well established theatre 
actor, Asif Basra dabbled in 
TV and film acting as well. He 
is known for his role in the 
thriller series Paatal Lok. In his 
over two decade-long career, 
Basra played supporting parts 
in many critically-acclaimed 
features like "Black Friday", 
"Parzania" and "Outsourced".

Among his notable per-
formances in Hindi cinema, 
Basra played a cunning stall 
owner in Imtiaz Ali's 2007 
film "Jab We Met", alongside 
the likes of Kareena Kapoor 
Khan and Shahid Kapoor.

He played the father of Em-
raan Hashmi's Shoaib Khan in 
Milan Luthria's "Once Upon a 

Time in Mumbaai" (2010).
He had also starred in sev-

eral plays in India and abroad, 
performing in English, Hindi 
and Urdu theatre produc-
tions.

Basra was born in Maha-
rashtra's Amravati in 1967. He 
moved to Mumbai in 1989 to 
pursue a career in acting.

VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE GAME WILL BE 
customized for Indian gamers, such as the game now being 
set in a virtual simulation training ground, new characters 

automatically starting clothed, and green hit effects to reflect the 
virtual nature of the game.

RTI Activist Seeks Details 
Of Backlog Of Interim Bail 
Petitions Pending Before Sc 
Registry
NEW DELHI: Activist Saket 
Gokhale on Thursday filed an RTI 
with the Supreme Court seeking 
to know the backlog of interim 
bail petitions pending before the 
registry, a day after Republic TV 
Editor-in-Chief Arnab Goswami 
was granted bail by the apex 
court within two days of his plea 
that was earlier rejected by the 
Bombay High Court.

Goswami was denied bail 
by the high court on Novem-
ber 9 in a case of abetment to 
suicide of an interior designer 
in 2018. The designer's family 
had levelled allegations of non-
payment of dues and issuing 
life threats on three accused, 
including Goswami, in the case.

The high-profile TV journal-
ist had challenged it before the 
Supreme Court which had given 
him bail on Wednesday.

Gokhale filed the RTI seek-
ing to know pending interim 
bail applications before the 

Supreme Court and the average 
waiting period between filing of 
interim bail applications with 
the Registry and their listing 
before an appropriate bench.

There are lot of Kashmir habeus 
corpus hearings or cases of politi-
cal prisoners such as those arrested 
in Bheema Koregaon or Delhi riots 
case where "personal liberty" has 
been trampled upon, he alleged.

When such matters were men-
tioned before the Supreme Court, 
the petitioners were told to go to 
high courts first, he claimed.

"In this overall thing, the rea-
son to file RTI is to find out how 
many such interim bail applica-
tions are pending with the regis-
try of the Supreme Court. What 
we are seeing is there are certain 
matters which tend to get ur-
gent hearing even if it is a defec-
tive matter whereas there are 
certain matters which are pend-
ing for a long time but never get 
listed," Gokhale told PTI.

CLEANING AGENTS: Dal dwellers rowing their waterweed-laden Shikaras in the iconic lake on 
Thursday. KO Photo Abid Bhat


