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News Digest

Youth Uploads Obscene
Content, Booked

Srinagar: Police on Wednesday
booked a youth for blackmail-
ing a woman and uploading

her obscene pictures on social
media in Pampore area of south
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Acting on a complaint by a
woman alleging that some
miscreants have been black-
mailing her and had uploaded
her obscene pictures on social
media, police swiftly acted and
arrested an accused identified
as Asif Rasool Wani of Drangbal,
Pampore, a police spokesperson
said Wednesday.

Accordingly, he said a case FIR
Number 89/2020 under section
354A,354C,54D, 509,500, @ P-02

Two Killed In Nashri
Tunnel Accident

Ramban- Two people were killed
and another critically injured
when their car crashed into

an emergency exit gate inside
Chennani-Nashri tunnel along the
Jammu-Srinagar highway near
here, officials said on Wednes-
day. The vehicle was on its way
to Ramban from Udhampur dis-
trict and the accident took place
late on Tuesday night, they said.
The officials said the car hit gate
number 16 after its driver lost
control over the vehicle, resulting
in the death of two of its oc-
cupants, including the driver, and
injuries to another.

They identified the deceased as
Bittu Sharma (40) @ P-02

KPDCL Employee Hurt
By Stray Bullet

Srinagar: A Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation Limited
(KPDCL) employee on Wednes-
day was injured after being hit
by a stray bullet in Pattan area
of north Kashmir’s Baramulla
district. The soldiers were doing
practice at Wanigam Pattan
when a bullet accidently hit the
hand of KPDCL employee while
he was repairing a transmission
line behind the headquarters of
Army 10 Sector, news agency
KNT reported Wednesday.

The injured employee identified
as Showkat Ahmed of Checkpora
Budgam was shifted to Sub Dis-
trict Hospital Kreeri @ P-02

2 Held For IPL Betting
InJammu

Jammu: Two persons were ar-
rested in Jammu on Wednesday
for allegedly betting on Indian
Premier League matches, police
said. Acting on inputs, a police
team raided a place at Nagrota
on outskirts of the city and ap-
prehended two persons -- Par-
shotam Kumar and Vikram Singh
-- for betting on IPL matches,
official said.

Two mobile phones and many
electronic materials have being
seized. A case has been regis-
tered and an investigation is on,
the officials said.

Scooty Rider Crushed
To Death

Srinagar: A scooty rider was on
Wednesday evening crushed to
death in north Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district. Zahoor Ahmed Bhat
was killed on the spot when his
scooty (JK05G-6316)was hit by an
unknown vehicle near Janbazpo-
ra on Wednesday, police officials
said. They said that a case under
relevant section of law has been
registered and further investiga-
tion was also taken up—(KNO)

J&K Announces DDC
Polls From Nov 28

West-Pak Refugees, Valmikies;

Gurkhas To Cast Vote For First Time

State Election Commissioner K K Sharma addressing a press conference in

Jammu on Wednesday.

<

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir poll panel on Wednesday
announced an eight-phase elec-
tion to 20 district development
councils (DDCs) in the union
territory beginning November
28, in the first major electoral
exercise since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August last year.
The government had in Oc-
tober amended the Jammu and
Kashmir Panchayati Raj Act to

provide for setting up of District
Development Councils in each
district which will have directly
elected members, marking the
implementation of the entire 73rd
Constitutional Amendment in the
union territory.

State Election Commissioner K
K Sharma told a press conference
here that by-elections to vacant
panchayat and municipal seats
will be held simultaneously,

The notification for the first-phase
polling on November » PAGE (

panchayat bypolls will be through ballot, by-

WHILE THE ELECTION TO DDCS AND

election to municipal seats will be conducted
through electronic voting machine (EVM).

Rajnath Tells Bihar Voters
‘Militancy In
J&K On Decline’

MUZAFFARPUR(BIHAR): Mili-
tancy is on the decline in Jam-
mu and Kashmir since the ab-
rogation of Article 370 and the
menace will be rooted out in
the foreseeable future, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said on
Wednesday.

Addressing an election rally in
this north Bihar district, Singh,
a former BJP president, said the
party has taken to their logical
conclusion all issues it has been
ideologically committed to- be it
the Ayodhya temple, Article 370
or expeditious grant of citizen-
ship to persecuted religious mi-
norities in Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan.

That Article 370 should go has
been our ideological position
since the time of Shyama Prasad
Mookerji. We stuck to the stand
when the Jana Sangh came into
being and remained steadfast in
the new avatar the BJP.

"Once our party formed a
government and mustered the
numbers in Parliament, we
scrapped it in a snap of the
finger (chutki bajaakar khatam
kar diya), said Singh, evoking
applause from the crowds.

He lamented that despite hav-
ing enjoyed a special status for so
long, J&K, which has now been
split into two union territories,

rampant corruption and terrorism.
But things have begun to
look up. A decline in @ P-02

remained backward because of

Agencies

WASHINGTON: The election
duel between President Don-
ald Trump and Democrat
Joe Biden is coming down to
counts of hundreds of thou-
sands of legal votes in a hand-
ful of key battlegrounds after a
night of dramatically shifting
fortunes that left a deeply di-
vided America's political fate
on a knife edge, CNN reported.
Biden holds a narrow 224-
213 lead in the Electoral Col-
lege. A candidate must reach
the 270 mark to win the presi-
dency. Races in Arizona, Geor-
gia, Michigan, Maine, Nevada,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania
and Wisconsin are too close to
call. In many cases, the tight
races could depend on the
counting of absentee and mail-
in ballots, which tend to dispro-
portionately favor Democrats.
But both candidates still
have a path to victory. Biden
will capture the presidency if
his narrow leads in Nevada,
Arizona, Michigan and Wis-
consin hold. Trump is hoping
to cling onto the former Demo-
cratic 'blue wall states” in the

Twitter Flags

Trump Tweets
witter labeled two
Tof President Donald
Trump's tweets as
misleading Wednesday as
a battle over the knife-

edge US election spilled
into social media. @ P-02

Midwest and also Pennsylvania
that he won four years ago.
While counts are still ongo-
ing, the President is making
baseless claims that the elec-
tion, which had looked more
favorable to him late on Tues-
day before hauls of early votes

America's Political Fate

Hangs In Balance
Trump, Biden Both Expe

Scattered Protests
InUS Cities

cattered protests took
Splace from Washing-

ton, DC to Washington
state in the hours after polls
closed, but there were no

signs of widespread unrest
or violence linked to @ P-02

started being tabulated, is being
stolen from him and demand-
ing that vote counting should
stop. An appearance in the
White House East Room in the
early hours, in which he falsely
claimed victory, represented his
most brazen » PAGE (2

J&K Sees 10 More

Corona Deaths, Toll 115

Observer Monitoring Desk -

SRINAGAR: Coronavirus
claimed ten more lives in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Wednes-
day, raising the total number of
fatalities across the Union Ter-
ritory due to virus to 1515.
According to the officials,
Kashmir  valley  witnesses
three more Covid-19 deaths
on Wednesday, while seven
more people succumbed to the
deadly infection in the Jammu
division. The three victims from
the Valley, officials said were
residents of Srinagar, Baramulla
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4 Soldiers, 35
Travelers Among

512 New Cases
Jammu and Kashmir

reported on Wednes-

day 512 more cases of
novel coronavirus, includ-
ing thirty-five travelers
and four soldiers, taking
the total number @ P-02

and Anantnag districts.

A 60-year-old man from
Boniyar Uri in Baramulla district
died a week after he ) PAGE 02

.FIGHT FOR SPECIAL STATUS l

People’s Alliance To Meet In Jammu On Nov 7

SRINAGAR: After managing to pull
support of Kargil parties, the Peo-
ple’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration
(PAGD) is scheduled to hold a meet-
ing in the winter capital on Saturday

AT oﬁ‘?’&

in order to garner support from the
Jammu based leadership in its fight
for special status restoration.

The meeting will be held on Satur-
day at the Bhatindi residence of Dr Fa-
rooq Abdullah, who is also the chair-
man of the mainstream » PAGE 02
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Meanwhile, MP
Farooq Reviews
Developmental
Activities

ormer Chief Minister and

Member Parliament Dr. Fa-

rooq Abdullah on Wednes-
day reviewed developmental
activities of Srinagar district in
a meeting held at Banquet Hall
here. All sectoral and district
officers of Srinagar attended
the review meeting, an official
spokesperson said Wednesday.
He said District Development
Commissioner Srinagar @ P-02

N

Press Trust Of India

BEIJING: China on Wednesday
said it has "noted" the recent
move by Pakistan to accord
"provisional provincial status' to
Gilgit-Baltistan in Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir (PcK).

On Sunday, Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan said that his gov-
ernment has decided to accord a
provisional provincial status to the
Gilgit-Baltistan region of PcK.

Reacting to Khan's remarks,
Spokesperson in the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) Anurag

China ‘Notes’ Pakistan’s Move
On Gilgit-Baltistan

Says Kashmir Issue Left Over From History, Resolution Under UN Charter

India Won’t Compromise On Its
Territorial Integrity: Shringla

ndia will not compromise on its territorial integrity, Foreign

I Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla has said, noting that
China's "unusual step" to "unilaterally" alter the status

quo has contributed to the deterioration of the bilateral ® P-02

Srivastava said in New Delhi that
India "firmly rejects” the attempt
by Pakistan to bring material
changes to a part of Indian territo-
ry which is under Islamabad's "il-
legal and forcible occupation” and
asked the neighbouring country to

immediately vacate such areas.
Asked for his reaction to Paki-
stan's decision on Gilgit-Baltistan
and India’s reaction to it at a media
briefing here, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Wang Wenbin said,
"we have noted relevant »PAGE 02

Trump Jr Chops Kashmir
From Indian Map, Faces Flak

Press Trust Of India

NEW YORK: Donald Trump Jr, son of
US President Donald Trump, drew
flak and criticism on Wednesday
for posting an inaccurate world map
drenched in the red colour of the
Republican Party and one which
showed the whole of India as blue,
the colour of the Democratic Party,
with the exception of Kashmir and
north-east states.

"Okay, finally got around to mak-
ing my electoral map prediction,”
Trump Jr said in a Twitter post along
with the world map on Tuesday as
the US began voting in the 2020
presidential election, implying that
the entire world is voting for and
supporting his father and the Re-
publican Party.

The map showed all the countries,
including water bodies and Antarc-
tica, coloured red, with the excep-
tion of the state of California, India,
Mexico, Liberia, Cuba and China co-
loured blue - the hue of the Demo-
cratic party.

However, while India was co-
loured blue, Jammu and Kashmir
and the North-East states were co-
loured red. The Indian »PAGE 02
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Wildlife Board
Set Up In J&K

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration has con-
stituted a 25-member wildlife
board to advise it in selection
and management of areas to
be declared as protected areas
and in formulation of policy for
protection and conservation of
wildlife and plants.

LG would be the chairman
of the board which included
among others nine eminent
conservationists, ecologists and
environmentalists and three
representatives of NGO's deal-
ing with wildlife, according to
an order issued by Manoj Ku-
mar Dwivedi the commissioner
secretary to the administration.

Besides advising the govern-
ment on selection and manage-
ment of areas to be @ P-02

8th, oth Std Exams
From Nov-15, 1st-
7th From Second
Week: DSEK

SRINAGAR: Directorate  of
School  Education Kashmir
(DSEK) Wednesday said that
the examinations of 8th and
9th standard will commence
from November-15.

DSEK officials said this in a
meeting held under the chair-
manship of Director School
Education Kashmir wherein
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for conduct of T2 exami-
nation for classes 1st to 9th and
annual Board examination for
Class 10th and 12th session No-
vember 2020 were announced.

According to the Joint ® P-02

HC Takes Note Of Illegal
Constructions In Sonmarg

Agencies

SRINAGAR: Under the shield of the
permission to repair damage on
account of snow or fire, large scale
unauthorised constructions are car-
ried out In Sonamarg and is “abso-
lutely imperative” to check this ille-
gal activity, the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court has said.

“We find that in case, after case
applications are being made
for building permissions. On
several occasions, the =
request is couched
as a permission for
renovation | re-
pairs. On many occasions, we find the
ruse of damage on account of snow or
fire is put forth,” said a bench of Chief
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice Puneet
Gupta.

CDS Proposes Pension Cut, Increase In

“Under the shield of the permis-
sion so obtained, large scale unau-
thorised constructions, expansions
and encroachments are being effect-
ed. Most of these are being sought
and carried out by persons who have
no right in the lands at all,” the court
said, adding, “It is absolutely impera-
tive to check this illegal activity as
the unauthorized construction in
this eco-fragile area is irrevers-
. ibly damaging the environ-
ment. The damage is such that
it cannot be compensated

monetarily. Not only

J the present populace,

but the generations to

come will have to pay the price for
the environmental degradation.”

The court directed that, in addi-
tion to the requirements made in
the applicable law, all »PAGE (2

Retirement Age For Armed Forces

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: In a major reform ini-
tiative, the Department of Military
Affairs (DMA) has proposed a sig-
nificant cut in the pension amount
of military personnel taking pre-
mature retirement and suggested
increasing the retirement age of
certain categories of officers.

The move by the DMA, headed by
Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat,
is part of a series of reforms aimed at
ensuring efficient use of resources and
manpower, the officials said.

As per the proposal, the retire-
ment age of Colonels and equivalent
rank in the Indian Army is sought to
be increased to 57 years from the
existing 54 years, the officials said.

Similarly, the retirement age
of Brigadiers in the Indian Army
is proposed to be increased to 58
years from the existing 56 years,
and in the case of Major Generals,
itis proposed at 59 years as against
58 years at present.

The same age bracket for retire-
ment is proposed to be applied in
equivalent ranks in the Indian Air

Force and the Navy, the officials said.
As per the proposal, the retire-
ment age for personnel in logis-
tics, medical, technical some other
branches will be 57 years.
According to the proposed pen-
sion disbursal plan, only those per-
sonnel completing over 35 years
of service will be eligible for a full
pension which comes to around 50
percent of the last drawn salary.
Under the proposed slab, an of-
ficer with 20 to 25 years of service
will get 50 percent of entitled pen-
sion while those having 26 to 30
years of service will receive 60 per-
cent of entitled pension.
The DMA has proposed that per-
sonnel with 31 to 35 years of ser-
vice will get 75 percent »PAGE 02

Govt To Set Up 1,680
Housing Units In Valley
For KP Employees

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Wednesday ac-
corded sanction for the construc-
tion of transit accommodation for
Kashmiri migrant employees at six
places in the valley at a cost of Rs
201.60 crore under Prime Minister's
development package.

A four-member committee head-
ed by Principal Secretary, Revenue
Department, has been set up to re-
solve all matters pertaining to the
identification and transfer of land
to the Department of Relief, Reha-
bilitation and Reconstruction by
November 15, the government said.

An order issued by the General Ad-

ministrative Department (GAD) said
administrative approval was accord-
ed to the construction of transit ac-
commodation for Kashmiri migrant
employees recruited under the Prime
Minister's package at six locations at
an estimated cost of Rs 201.60 crore.
The locations include Marhama-
Bijbehara in Anantnag district, Wand-
hama-Lar in Ganderbal district, Fateh-
pora in Baramulla district, » PAGE 02
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Toxic Haze Suffocates Delhi; Unfavourable
Meteorological Conditions To Be Blamed

New Delhi: A layer of pungent
haze shrouded the national capi-
tal and smudged landmarks from
view on Wednesday, as people
complained of itchy throat and
watery eyes.

Unfavourable meteorological
conditions -- calm winds and
low temperatures -- caused the
air quality to be in the "severe"
category.

According to Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data, PM10
levels in Delhi-NCR stood at 448
microgram per cubic meter ( g/
m3) at 7 pm, the highest in this
season so far. PM10 level below
100 g/m3 are considered safe in
India.

PM10 is a particulate matter
with a diameter of 10 microm-
eters and can get into the lungs.
These particles include dust, pol-
len and mold spores.

The levels of PM2.5 -- finer
particles which can even enter
the bloodstream -- were 242 g/
m3. PM2.5 levels up to 60 g/m3
are considered safe.

"It is not even Diwali yet and

the city has already become a
gas chamber. This happens every
year. For how long will this con-
tinue?" asked Shiv Shrivastava, a
resident of south Delhi.

As the skies hung heavy and
acrid over the national capital,
the visibility reduced to merely
600 metres at the Safdarjung Ob-
servatory. It was 800 metres at
the Palam weather station.

According to the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD),
the maximum wind speed was
5 kilometres per hour and the
minimum temperature 10.6 de-
grees Celsius. Calm winds and
low temperatures trap pollut-
ants close to the ground, while
favourable wind speed helps in
their dispersion.

Health experts said that dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, air
pollution has become a serious
health concern for about the two
crore residents of the national
capital.

"I can feel the pollutants in my
throat despite wearing a mask.
My eyes are burning. It is going

to make the pandemic worse. |
am scared,” said PiyushVohra, a
resident of Jangpura.

According to a doctor at the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital, intake of
every 22 micrograms per cubic
metre of polluted air is equiva-
lent to smoking a cigarette. Ajit
Jain, the nodal officer for CO-
VID-19 at Rajiv Gandhi Super
Specialty Hospital, said air pol-
lution was turning the pandemic
catastrophic.

IMD officials said the situa-
tion is likely to worsen as similar
weather conditions are expected
over the next two days.

"The wind speed slowed down
suddenly after 10 am in the
Delhi-NCR region due to an anti-
cyclone. The temperatures have
dipped alarmingly over the last
few days. Unfavourable meteo-
rological conditions trapped pol-
lutants, resulting in a haze," V K
Soni, a senior IMD scientist, said.

Delhi recorded an Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) of 279 at 10 am.
It worsened to 386 by 7:30 pm.
Several monitoring stations, in-

cluding the ones at Narela (461),
Wazirpur (445), Bawana (452),
Jahangirpuri (454) and Rohini
(444), recorded the air quality in
the 'severe' category.

The neighbouring cities of
Ghaziabad and Greater Noida
also recorded 'severe' levels of
air pollution.

An AQI between zero and 50
is considered "good", 51 and
100 "satisfactory”, 101 and 200
"moderate”, 201 and 300 "poor",
301 and 400 "very poor", and 401
and 500 "severe".

However, the Ministry of Earth
Sciences' air quality monitor
SAFAR said the share of stubble
burning in Delhi's pollution was
just five per cent on Wednesday.
It was 10 per cent on Tuesday.

Stubble burning accounted for
16 per cent of Delhi's pollution
on Monday and 40 per cent on
Sunday, the maximum so far this
season.

Last year, the farm fire contri-
bution to Delhi's pollution had
peaked to 44 per cent on Novem-
ber 1, according to SAFAR data.

Non-Bailablewarrant Against
Cafe Coffee Day Directors In
Cheque Bounce Case

BENGALURU: A non-bail-
able warrant hasbeen issued
against the directors of the
Coffee Day Global Limited
which manages the famed
Cafe Coffee Day in a cheque
bounce case.

One of the directors is former
Chief Minister S M Krishna's
daughter MalavikaHegde, who
is the wife of late V G Siddhar-
tha who died due to drowning
in Nethravathiriver in 2019 in
Dakshina Kannada district.

The Civil Judge and the JMFC
of Mudigere in Chikkamaga-
luru summoned them to ap-
pear before the court following
a complaint by a coffee planter
K Nandish.

Nandish has stated that the
CDGL had purchased green
coffee seeds from him and in
return, the CDGL issued him 10
post datedchequestotallingRs
45,38,554 of Canara Bank in
Chikkamagaluru branch.

When he deposited in the
Axis Bank where he has the
account, the cheques were
dishonoured as there were in-
sufficient funds,according to
the complaint.

"The first date of appearance
was October 6.Since they failed
to appear before the magis-
trate on the said date in spite
of serving of the summons, the
court has issued a non-bailable
warrant,” Nandish's lawyer,
Halekote A Thejawi told PTI.

He added that the matter
has been posted to November
11 and they have to appear be-
fore the court and get the war-
rant recalled.

Talking to reporters on
Wednesday, Nandish said he
had been supplying coffee
seeds to Siddhartha's company
ABC for many years.

When Siddhartha was alive,
he wused to issue deferred
cheques with an interest of 10
to 12 per cent, Nandish said.

"Due to death, all our pay-
ments were held up but later
the people in the organisa-
tion assured us that they will
honour their cheques and our
money will not go anywhere,"
he said.

They said they would com-
pletely clear the dues by No-
vember, he alleged.

In this regard, a Coffee Day
spokesperson said "We had
outstanding payments to 1,020
Coffee planters of Chikkamaga-
luru and Hassan one year back.
We have fully paid back 700
plus planters in the last 11
months."

"We have also made part
payments to the remaining
planters.The group's fund rais-
ing plans were hampered by
the COVID-19 pandemic and
hence the delay in completing
the payments.

But we remain committed to
meeting all our obligations," he
added.

J&K Announces DDC Polls...

28 will be issued on Thursday, he said.

The last phase of polling will take place on December 19 and the count-
ing of votes will take place on December 22, said Sharma, flanked by
Chief Electoral Officer Hardesh Kumar.

After taking into consideration all relevant factors and inputs from var-
ious stakeholders, it was decided to hold the election to 20 DDCs -- 10
each in Jammu and Kashmir -- in eight phases, Sharma said. There will
be 14 constituencies in each DDC, he added.

While the election to DDCs and panchayat bypolls will be through
ballot, by-election to municipal seats will be conducted through elec-
tronic voting machine (EVM).

This will be for the first time that West Pakistani refugees, Valmikies
and Gurkhas will be exercising their franchise in these elections.
Mainstream parties in Kashmir have not yet announced whether their
will take part in the electoral exercise.

While DDC polls will be held on party basis, panchayat bypolls will be
on non-party basis, Kumar said.

By-elections will be held in 12,153 panchayat seats and 234 urban lo-
cal wards.

The Centre has fully applied the 73rd Constitutional Amendment to
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, which was pending for
28 years. With this, all three tiers of panchayati raj institutions will be
formed in Jammu and Kashmir for the first time.

‘Militancy In J&K On Decline’...

militant activities has been noticed in Jammu and Kashmir ever since
the so-called special status was done away with. In my capacity as the
defence minister, I wish to assure all that the menace will be rooted out
in near future, Singh added.

Speaking about the CAA, which had triggered country- wide protests
late last year and continued till the outbreak of COVID 19 pandemic,
Singh said “We were never in favour of Partition. But there were some
powers and also our British colonizers, who made it possible. India re-
tained its magnanimity in treating its minorities well. Not so in the
new countries that came into being,”.

Our Sikh, Buddhist and Parsee brethren suffered untold hardships in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. They have been forced to live in
penury and constant fear of their womenfolk losing their honour. We
had promised to bring in a legislation which would provide them with
some succour and we did that, he said.

About Ayodhya, the former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister said we had
pledged that upon coming to power, we will intervene in a manner
that will bring to an end the dispute over Ram Janmabhoomi and re-
move hurdles in the way of construction of a Ram temple. I need not
say we have been successful on this count too.

America'sPoliticalFateHangs...

threat yet against the democratic principles that underpin the US po-
litical system.

"As far as I'm concerned, we already have won it," Trump said, paint-
ing a picture at odds with the true state of the race. Earlier, Biden had
warned each side needed to wait for the votes to be counted, saying
"we're going to have to be patient until we -- the hard work of tallying
the votes is finished."

Twitter Flags Trump Tweets...

The latest action came when a tweet from the president claimed ballot
irregularities during the vote-counting process. Twitter's action made
the comments less visible, and users seeking to read the post were
required to click through a warning that "some or all of the content
shared in this Tweet is disputed and might be misleading."

Scattered Protests In Us Cities

the US election. Overnight demonstrations in cities including Seattle,
Washington and New York remained largely peaceful. Hundreds of
people marched in anti-Trump demonstrations in Portland, Oregon,
and Seattle, with several arrested.

J&K Sees 10 More Corona...

was admitted to SKIMS Soura, officials said. Besides him, a 55-year-old
woman from Dirhama Anantnag died at CD hospital, one of the exclu-
sive facilities for the management of the covid-19 patients in Kashmir
Valley. She was admitted on November 2.

The deaths from Jammu region include four residents of the winter
capital besides one each from Doda, Kathua and Ramban.

With these deaths, the fatality count has reached 1515 in J&K—1004 in
Valley and 511 in the Jammu region.

Srinagar district with 367 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu (264),
Baramulla (147), Budgam (94), Pulwama (83), Kupwara (73), Anantnag
(76), Rajouri (48), Kulgam (48), Bandipora(47), Doda (48), Shopian (35),
Ganderbal (34), Udhampur (32), Kathua (32), Samba (25), Poonch (23),
Kishtwar(15), Ramban (16), and Reasi (8). (With GNS inputs)

4 Soldiers, 35 Travelers...

of people infected by the virus in Union Territory to 96700.

While 326 new cases were detected from Kashmir valley, the remain-
ing186 were confirmed by officials from the Jammu division.

Giving district wise details, officials said, Srinagar reported 135, Bud-
gam 35, Baramulla 67, Pulwama 10, Kupwara 32, Anantnag 2, Ban-
dipora 18, Ganderbal 16, Kulgam 4, Shopian 7, Jammu 98, Rajouri 9,
Udhampur 11, Doda 10, Kathua 11, Poonch 3, Samba 6, Kishtwar 18,
Ramban 16 and Reasi 4.

Moreover, they said, 536 more Covid-19 patients have recovered and
discharged from various hospitals 185 from Jammu Division and 351
from Kashmir Valley.

People’s Alliance To Meet...

amalgam spearheading the campaign for special status restoration,
sources said Wednesday. Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) President and
former Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, CPI (M) state secretary MY Tari-
gami and other PAGD signatories are likely to attend the meet in which
the leaders will deliberate on the ongoing movement for restoration of
special status.

According to sources, the PAGD leaders will also hold consultations
on the announcement of eight-phase polls to 20 district development
councils (DDCs) in the Jammu and Kashmir starting from November 28.
“The PAGD will also take Jammu based leadership on board. Delibera-
tions will be held on the fallout of special status revocation and a strat-
egy will be formulated to strengthen the ongoing movement launched
by PAGD,” sources said.

Pertinently, this will be the third meet of mainstream conglomerate
since its formation last month. After Jammu meet, PAGD is scheduled to
hold a convention in Srinagar on November 17.

On October 24, six mainstream parties of J&K gave a formal shape to
Gupkar Declaration of August 4, 2019 by announcing formation of Peo-
ple's Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) to fight for the restoration
of erstwhile state’s semi-autonomous position. (With agency inputs)

Meanwhile, MP Farooq...

Dr Shahid Igbal Choudhary briefed Farooq about developmental works
completed during the last financial year and also the works in progress
during the current financial year.

“The meeting was informed that under the Education sector 25 prima-
ry and middle schools were developed as smart schools by providing
smart computer-aided boards, modern furniture for class rooms, water
purifiers, upgrading of libraries and science labs and refurbished toilets.
It was further informed that 20 smart libraries were also established in
various colleges of the district,” the official spokesperson said.

Under the Health sector, he said it was informed that 5 Primary Health
Centres (PHCs) were developed as smart health institutions by equip-
ping them with digital X-Ray plants, Color Dopplers, ECG and medicine
vending machines.

“It was informed that in addition to it 5 high-capacity diesel gen-sets
were installed and commissioned at SMHS, CD Hospital, Bone & Joint
Hospital, LD Hospital and GB Pant Children's Hospital,” the official
spokesperson said.

“The meeting was informed that in an important achievement 12
Community Centres located in various highly congested localities of
Srinagar city were completed and inaugurated at a total cost of Rs 30
crore,” he added.

According to the official spokesperson, DDC Srinagar while briefing the
MP said that during the year removal of critical bottlenecks received a
major thrust from the administration the aim being speedy completion
of various developmental projects including the important road widen-
ing project of Parimpora-Narbal road and development of Qamarwari-
Noorbagh bridge.

The MP, he said was informed that under the Power sector 47 new sub-
stations were created or augmented during 2019-20 fiscal at a total cost
of Rs 2.66 crore in the district. It was informed that 3 workshops were
also upgraded at a cost of Rs 1.84 crores by providing latest machinery
and equipment.

“The meeting also reviewed status of developmental works approved
under the first of the Back to Village programme. It was informed that
81 approved works spread across rural Srinagar were completed at a
total cost of Rs 5.00 crores. Besides, it was informed, 163 works at a cost
of Rs 4.41 crore were taken up under 14th FC,” the official spokesperson
said.

“The meeting also discussed and reviewed the developmental targets
of the current financial year in the district. The Member Parliament was
informed that 12 locations have been identified in Srinagar city to be
developed as smart parking spaces. The meeting also reviewed COV-
ID-19 management efforts in Srinagar,” he added.

China‘Notes’ Pakistan’s Move...

reports”. "China's position on the Kashmir issue is consistent and clear.
Itis an issue left over from history between India and Pakistan. It should
be resolved peacefully and properly according to the UN charter, rel-
evant security council resolutions and bilateral agreements," he said.
To a follow-up question referring to China's protest to India's decision
to abrogate Article 370 last year and whether Beijing's silence on Paki-
stan's move on Gilgit-Baltistan ran counter to China's claim on adopt-
ing a neutral approach on Kashmir issue, Wang said it was not a valid
statement.

"I don't think that's a valid statement. As I said just now, China's position
on the Kashmir issue is consistent and clear," he said.

He also reiterated that interested countries can join USD 60 billion Chi-
na Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Asked to name the countries who had shown interest to join the project,
Wang said, "as we have repeatedly said that the CPEC and other projects
under the BRI are open and we welcome interested countries to join
such cooperation to jointly contribute to regional and global stability
and prosperity."

India has protested to China over the CPEC project as it is being laid
through PcK.

India Won’t Compromise On...

ties. Shringla, who is on a seven-day trip to Europe to review bilateral
relations and discuss matters of mutual interest with key European na-
tions, was responding to a question on the recent border tensions with
China in eastern Ladakh during an interview to a German news channel.
"[t has contributed to deterioration in terms of the ties between our two
countries because of the unusual step of China to seek to unilaterally
alter the status quo," Shringla told DW News.

"You have to keep in mind that there is no common perception on
the border but yet if you seek to change where the current line where

troops are then of course it does impact on the larger relationship. We
are concerned that China has taken this step, he added.

The situation in eastern Ladakh deteriorated following at least three
attempts by Chinese soldiers to "intimidate" Indian troops along the
northern and southern bank of Pangong lake area between August 29
and September 8 where even shots were fired in the air for the first time
at the LAC in 45 years.

"We are very, very clear that we will stand firm and resolute in our re-
solve not to allow our territorial integrity or sovereignty to be compro-
mised,” Shringla said.

"We have not allowed any of this to take place. Our troops have stood
resolute, he said. We will not compromise on our territorial integrity.
Responding to a question on the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or
Quad - comprising Japan, India, Australia and the US, Shringla said
that it is a grouping of countries which have the same vision of a free,
open and transparent Indo-Pacific region and international rules-based
order, international freedom navigation in global commerce and also
issues such as open connectivity, respecting the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of states.

The evolving situation in the Indo-Pacific region in the wake of China's
increasing military muscle-flexing has become a major talking point
among leading global powers.

China is engaged in hotly contested territorial disputes in the South and
East China Seas. Beijing has also made substantial progress in militaris-
ing its man-made islands in the past few years.

Beijing claims sovereignty over all of the South China Sea. But Vietnam,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan have counterclaims. In the
East China Sea, China has territorial disputes with Japan.

The Quad works to bolster the capacities and the abilities of the coun-
tries in the Indo Pacific within a manner that's both constructive and
cooperative, Shringla added.

Asked about Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan's recent comments on
India, Shringla said that it was an "attempt to distract international and
domestic attention from its own problems.”

"[ can only say that is ripe coming from the prime minister of a coun-
try that does not recognise the state of Israel, that until now does not
acknowledge that the Holocaust took place, that has provided a safe
sanctuary for Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar of the Taliban years
after 9/11, he said.

Considering his situation and Pakistan's own approach towards radical-
ism, terrorism and issues that are important to the international com-
munity, he (Khan) really shouldn't be making such irresponsible state-
ments, he added.

On a question about the recent developments in Hong Kong, Shringla
said, We don't comment on what becomes the internal affairs of states.
We have said that there is a large community of Indian origin, there is a
large Indian community in Hong Kong, so we are watching the situation
with some level of attention and concern and we will continue to do so.
Shringla travelled to Germany from France early this week on the sec-
ond leg of his three-nation European tour that also includes the UK.

Trump Jr Chops Kashmir...

borders were also inaccurate in the map.

Trump Jr drew flak on social media for the tweet and for showing Kash-
mir and the North-east states in a colour different from the rest of India.
"So much for the friendship with Trump Senior. Junior has placed India
firmly with @JoeBiden & @KamalaHarris though interestingly Jr. be-
lieves J&K & the NorthEast go against the rest of India & will vote Trump.
Someone needs to take his colouring pencils away," former Chief Minis-
ter of Jammu and Kashmir Omar Abdullah tweeted.

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor tweeted, "The price of Namo’s bro-
mance: Kashmir & the NorthEast cut off from the rest of India, & the
whole “filthy" place relegated by Don Jr to the realm of hostiles, along
with China & Mexico. So much for the crores spent on obsequious ser-
enading stadium events!”

Senior Fellow and Director of the Middle East Security Program at the
Center for a New American Security Ilan Goldenberg tweeted, “I'm pret-
ty sure Don Jr. confused Iran and India on a world map. That's my theory
and I'm sticking to it.”

Democratic nominee from New York Jamaal Bowman tweeted, "Fully
fund Social Studies. This is a mess.”

Wildlife Board Set Up In J&K...

declared as protected areas and in the formulation of the policy for pro-
tection and conservation of wildlife and specified plants, the terms of
reference or mandate of the board also include suggestions in any mat-
ter relating to the amendment of any schedule.

The board would also advise the government in relation to measures to
be taken for harmonising needs of the tribals and other dwellers of the
forest with the protection and conservation of wildlife and in any other
matter connected with the protection of wildlife which may be referred
to it by the government, the order stated.

The chief secretary was named as vice chairman of the board and chief
wildlife warden as member secretary, while other prominent members
include a police officer not below the rank of Inspector General to be
nominated by Director General of Police and representative of General
Officer Commanding (north) not below the rank of Brigadier to be nom-
inated by the central government.

Managing director of Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Development Cor-
poration, representatives of wildlife institute of India, Dehradun, Bo-
tanical Survey of India and Zoological Survey of India have also been
included in the board.

8th, 9th Std Exams From...

Director (JD) of DSEK, Aabid Hussain the examination process for Class
8th and 9th shall start from 15th of November and conclude by Novem-
ber-21and timing shall be 11.00 Am to 1.00 PM

Hussain said DSEK has also decided to start the examination process of
Classes 1st to 7th from the second week of November.

He said, “Private Schools who have already conducted the examination

for Class 9th need not to conduct the examination afresh.”

In the meeting, all the Chief Education Officers (CEOs) were instructed
that the term second examination for Class 1st to 9th shall be con-
ducted at school level for the current academic session by adhering to
the guidelines issued in this regard.

“School based assessment shall be conducted from 2nd week of No-
vember-2020 to assess the learners of Class 1st to 7th on the following
parameters by following all necessary precautions and SOP's,” the of-
ficials said.

The concerned schools were asked to set the test papers as per the as-
sessment scheme in vogue with a 40 per cent concession or relaxation.
“The ERSA wing of SCERT shall provide model papers through the con-
cerned DIET’s to the schools and the students are required to attempt
only 60 percent marks (24 marks out of 40 marks) which shall be pro-
portionately raised to 100 percent (40 marks),” officials said.

Officials in a meeting further said that the final result compilation shall
be done at DIET level in respect of Class 8th only in order to keep the
proper record of the students.

They said that for class 9th, as there is no detention policy in vogue,
the concerned school shall identify the learning gaps and bridge the
gaps if any, during the ensuing academic year, adding “The examina-
tion for the class shall be conducted as per assessment process adopted
for class 1st to 7th.”

Govt To Set Up 1,680 Housing...

Allowpora-Keegam in Shopian district, Odina-Sumbal in Bandipora
district and Khullangam Bagh in Kupwara district.

A total of 1,680 units would be constructed to accommodate the mi-
grant employees with the highest number of 480 units coming up in
Bandipora, followed by 336 in Baramulla, 288 in Kupwara and 192 each
in rest of the three districts.

About 4,500 Kashmiri pandits were provided government jobs in the
valley under the special package announced by the Centre in 2008 but
many of them are sharing accommaodation.

CDS Proposes Pension Cut,...

of the entitled pension.

A note issued by the DMA last month asked the forces to process the
draft GSL (Government Sanction Letter) for the perusal of the Secretary
of the DMA by November 10. Chief of Defence Staff Gen Rawat is also
secretary of the DMA.

The consistent rise in budget outlay for pensions of armed forces per-
sonnel has been an issue for the defence planners. A study was insti-
tuted earlier this year to analyse the feasibility of extending the retire-
ment age of military personnel.

The size of defence budget for 2020-21 was Rs 4.71 lakh crore out of
which Rs 1.33 lakh crore was set aside for payment of pensions.

HC Takes Note Of lllegal...

applications for sanction of building, construction, renovation or re-
pairs in any building shall be accompanied by the an affidavit by the
applicant that he | she is not in illegal occupation or possession of any
public land/ forest land in the entire Jammu & Kashmir as well as La-
dakh.

“If the property is leased/ licensed, then details of payment(s) of the
charges with copies of the receipts.”

Also self authenticated copies of all documents establishing legal right
of ownership, title, occupancy over the land on which construction,
repairs and renovation is proposed be accompanied.

The court also directed that documents such certificate from the Dep-
uty Commissioner and DFO concerned that the land is not public land
and|/or forest land be accompanied besides copy of original sanctioned
plan with all documents of original sanction, previous permissions for
additions, repairs and renovation.

The applications shall be also accompanied with “videography and
photographs of the land; existing building (full exterior and interior)
as well as in relation to neighbouring properties/ buildings; Complete
details (including exact location) of what is proposed to be undertaken
which shall also be plotted on a site plan.”

“If such a request is favourably considered, then on completion of the
work, completed site plan with colour marking of work undertaken;
videography and photos of the completed work.”

The concerned authorities shall at all times have full access to the
property to undertake its inspection(s) while the work is underway
and after it is completed, the court said. “In no case will permission(s)
be granted to persons having no right, title or interest to occupy the
land in question.” (GNS)

Youth Uploads Obscene...

406 IPC 66A, 66E,67A IT Act were registered against the accused and
further investigations started.

The police spokesperson requested community members to share any
such information to concern Police Stations. He said strict action un-
der law shall be taken against the persons involved in such criminal
activities.

Two Killed In Nashri Tunnel...

of KriyaMaitra and SudeshPandit (28) of Sana-Batote, and said their
bodies were handed over to their families.

The injured, Ganesh Gotam (20) of KriyaMaitra, was shifted to a hospi-
tal in a serious condition, the officials said.

KPDCL Employee Hurt By...

for treatment.

“He is stable and discharged from the hospital,” a doctor said.

When contacted, a police official said that they are ascertaining the
facts while an army officer confirmed that the incident occurred in
Wanigam area of Pattan.
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SMC Acting Mayor Locks Offices Of
Joint Commissioner Planning

Srinagar: Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion Deputy Mayor, who is also the acting
Mayor, on Wednesday, sealed the office of
Joint Commissioner Planning.

Deputy Mayor Parvaiz Qadri alleged
that the JCP is not working properly due
to which people of the city are suffering.

"JCP is unnecessarily harassing peo-
ple of the city. He is not granting building
permissions due to which they are indulg-
ing in illegal constructions in the city,"
Qadri alleged.

He said that he was compelled to take
the action after complaints by the people
against the JCP.

"Thave locked the entire section of the

Planning and Joint Commissioner Plan-
ning office because they are not doing any
work there," he claimed.

I have already communicated to the
government about what he described as
'incompetence' of the JCP and have asked
for a suitable replacement.

Justifying the locking down JCP’s of-
fice Qadri said that there were complaints
that the JCP was asking building permis-
sion seekers several unnecessary NOC's
which would delay the process of issu-
ance of permission

Worthwhile to mention is that the
JCP in question was working in Srinagar
Development Authority (SDA) before be-

ing deputed to the Srinagar Municipal
corporation (SMC) as its Joint Commis-
sioner Planning .

Reacting to the development, a senior
SMC official rejected the accusations lev-
eled against Joint commissioner Plan-
ning, SMC, Ghulam Hassan Mir. He said
Mir is an expert on urban planning who
has studied city planning in the USA with
background in architecture, disaster
management and environmental sustain-
able development.

"He is a pro-environment and sustain-
ability conscious officer. He believes in
the rights of the city and its citizens rath-
er than serving vested interests. Despite

lack and deficiency of technical staff and
other infrastructure, he has been serving
the city with zeal and mission and issued
permissions on a fast track basis, " the se-
nior official said.

Defending JCP, he said Mir considers
each case on its merits following codal
formalities related to the subject.

"He has been resisting pressure tac-
tics and is being forced to issue building
permissions blindly which he has not con-
ceded to so far.

Several employees said SMC is in
mess because of brokers and the present
Joint Commissioner Planning has shut
the doors for brokers. (KDC)

Div Com takes extensive tour

of Dal, Nigeen Lake

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 04: The

SRINAGAR,

Divisional Commissioner, Kash-
mir along with Vice Chairman
Lakes and Waterways Develop-
ment Authority (LAWDA) today
took an extensive tour of Dal and
Nigeen Lake.

On the occasion, the Divisional
Commissioner took stock of manu-
al and mechanical deweeding, Lily
extraction in various sections.

He was informed that about
54600 labours have been engaged
for manual deweeding till date and
152425 cum of weed besides 92444
cum of lily has been extracted dur-
ing the current year.

The Div Com also inspected vari-
ous types of Lake cleaning machines
viz, operation of water master, weed
harvesters and the dredger.

During the interaction and dis-

cussion with the Engineering team

vious month.

These steps

This has been made pos-
sible by the slew of measures
taken by the Government
along with the economic re-
lief package announced in the
month of September, 2020.

It is here informed General public that | Syed Waseem
Geelani son of S/o Syed Gh. Jeelani resident of Ahoo
Paison, Anantnag has lost my driving licence bearing
Registration No JK-0320090025892 somewhere. Now
| have applied for its duplicate copy and in this regard if

Upswing in GST collections points
to revival of business in JK

NOVEMBER
4: After months of slump
in businesses world over
due to the global COVID-19
pandemic, the business in
J&K has started showing
improvement from the pre-

boosting the business and the
other ailing sectors that had
suffered due to adverse im-
pact of COVID-19 and had a
positive impact on the growth
of businesses in the Union
Territory.

The growth in the busi-
ness activities can be judged
from the revenue growth in
the month of September and
October in collections of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) and
Motor Spirit and Diesel Oil

helped in  Tax (MST).

DIAL-EMMA

B

TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883

PDD: 0194-2450213

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
2479488,2452222,2452155

CAPD: 18001807011

SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

AIRPORTS

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311 x

RAILWAYS

SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
PAMPORE: 01933-294132
PATTAN: 01954-293507
QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

HIGHWAY STATUS

Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
Mughal Road - (Open)
Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

Ji
¥

PRAYERS
FAJR.  5:30
HIJRI ZUHR 1215
CALENDAR | AsR 3:58
18 Rabi-ul-Awwal | Magrib  5:38
1442 ISHA 7:01

This Day In History

he was apprised about settling the
basin at Telbal nallah and its pur-
pose of arresting silt.

The Div Com also observed
Lily extraction mechanically be-

ing done by newly procured high
capacity deweeding machines ob-
tained from DMRC, New Delhi.

He also inspected ongoing
works of Doledemb and it was in-

formed that about 28000 sq.meters of
area has been cleared in a short span
of two months and about 70 to 90
dumper loads of extracted lily have
been removed on a daily basis.

anyone has any objection he or she may approach to
Assistant Regional Transport Officer Anantnag within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
Afterthat noobjectionwill be entertained.

Walnut Ads

Kashmir Observer News Paper.
No:-101/4001/MVD/ANG

MJA

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL

TRANSPORT OFFICER ANANTNAG
NOTICE

Whereas an application has been received from one Mr.Showkat Ahmad Shah S/0 Gh Hassan Shah
R/0 Movsah Phalgam Owner of Vehicle No.JK03C -5744 for Hire Purchase Endorsement with Satwari
Investments J and K Pvt.Ltd.Jammu. Now it is therefore notified for General information that objec-
tion if any to the proposed Endorsement of Hire Purchase Agreement shall be filled in writing in the
Officer of ARTO Anantnag within a period of seven days from the publication of this notice in Daily

Dated:- 03/11/2020
Assistant Regional Transport Officer Anantnag

Daily Kashmir Observer News Paper.
No:-101/4000/MVD/ANG

MIA

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT REGIONAL

TRANSPORT OFFICER ANANTNAG
NOTICE

Whereas an application has been received from one Mr.Arif Masood Parray S/0 Masood Ahmad Par-
ray R/0 Shampora Qazigund Anantnag Owner of Vehicle No.JK03D-8867 for Hire Purchase Cancel-
lation with JK Bank Qazigund Anantnag. Now it is therefore notified for General information that
objection if any to the proposed cancellation of Hire Purchase Agreement shall be filled in writing
in the Officer of ARTO Anantnag within a period of seven days from the publication of this notice in

Dated:- 03/11/2020

Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Anantnag

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Assistant Executive Engineer,

Mechanical Field Subdivision Pulwama
Tele-fax: 01933240089; email:aeemedpul@gmail.com

GIST OF NOTICE TENDER

NO: MFSD/Pul/ 16 of 2020-21

Dated: 04-11-2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, Sealed tenders affixed with

5/-revenue stamps are invited from registered firms / contractors for

” Providing &

fitting of electrical items and accessories for various snow clearance machines (LPT 713
,LPT 715, Ashoka Leyland , Snow Blower Rolba 1500 & Snow Tractors ) of Mechanical

Field Sub Division Pulwama.”

The tender documents can be sold to those Registered firms / Contractors who produce:-

a. GST Registration certificate.
b. PAN card

The detailed tender document can be had from the office of the undersigned
against cash payment of 200/=on or before 08-11-2020 up to 4.00 P.M. The tenders
accompanied with requisite earnest money deposit of 800/= in the shape of CDR/FDR
pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Anantnag and complete
in all respects shall reach the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division
Anantnag on 10-11-2020 up to 1400 hrs. The tenders shall be opened on the same day
or any other working day convenient to the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division

Anantnag.

The tenderers who wish to participate in the bidding process shall remain present at
the time of opening of tenders. The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Anantnag
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any reason thereof.

DIPK-8486/20

NO: MSD/Pul/745-46
Date:-04-11-2020

Assistant Executive Engineer
Mechanical Field Sub division
Pulwama

Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE
ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

E-NIT No. Fresh-184/EEP/RNB/2020-21/7206-16

For and on behalf of the President of India e-tenders (single Cover system) are invited on item rate basis from ap-
proved and eligible Contractors registered with UT of J&K Government ,CPWD, Railways and other state/Central

Governments for each of the following works’-

Dated: 02/11/2020

Habib-ullah Bhat to H/o Farooq Ahmad Bhat
including lane of Bashir Ahmad Baba at W.No-
4 at MC-Tral

S. |Name of Work Est. Cost [Earnest Time [T&D Class |MH of
No Cost of Money |In days jof Opening /Account
(Rs.in | T/Doc.| (Rs.) of Bid
Lacs) | (Rs.)
n 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. |Construction of Lane/Drain from H/o0 of .40 200/- [2,800/- [10 days(10/11/2020 [DEE IMDT

2. |Construction of Lane from H/o of Mohd Mag- [1.40
bool Bhat to Bashir Ahmad Bhat at Khachar

200/- 2,800/- 10days(10/11/2020 DEE  [MDT

Mohalla Ward No.5. at MC-Tral.
3. |Upgradation of Hari Kaigam road Batpora 4.38
link road IR-Charsoo, Peer Mohallah Sail and

Buchoo-Schro link road by way of P/L of WBM
Grade-Il

200/- |8,800/- 10 days[10/11/2020 DEE D/S

4. |Improvement /repirements of drain from 1.70
touching point of Karewa link road near H/0
Gulla Bhat Herpora at MC Awantipora

200/ [3,400/- 10days(10/11/2020 DEE  [IMDT

5. |Construction of path fromirrigation Gateto  [1.80
spring at Nagpora Bahu at MC Awantipora,

200/ [3,600/- 10days[10/11/2020 DEE IMDT

6. |Construction of lane and drain from Main road [1.10
'to H/0 of Mohammad Abdullah Shah S/o Ab.
Aziz Shah at Nagpora Bahu at MC Awantipora.

200/ [2,200/- [10days[10/11/2020 DEE  |IMDT

7. |Construction of path by way of of cement 1.01
concrete from H/0 of Mohd.Subhan (Khaliq
Bhat) to H/o0 Ab.Khaliq Hajam at Bahu at MC
| |Awantipora,

200/ [2,100/- (10days[10/11/2020 DEE IMDT

[=3]

. |Construction of deep drain/steps from trans- [1.50
former to House of Mushtag Ahmad Bhat at
tipora

200/ [3,000/-[10days[10/11/2020 DEE  |IMDT

il

. |Up gradation of road from Main road to Masjid [1.40
Furgqan

At Amirabad by way of Construction of of CC
Drain (Bal.Work)

200/- 2,800/- 10days(10/11/2020 DEE  |S/S

10. Development/Beautification of Spring BWO |4.64
designing fencing & earth filling at Herpora
Nag near Masjid Abrahim at Awantipora (Bal-
| lance Work)

200/- [9,300/- [10days(10/11/2020 DEE  [KLC

1. [Construction /Repairs of lane from mainroad .50
Pampore Shopian road to House of Abdul
Rehman Ganie at Washbugh opposite PDD
Station

200/- 3,000/~ 10 days[10/11/2020 DEE IMDT

12. |Construction of Drain/Bund from Jamia Masjid[1.50
to House of Manzoor Ahmad Bhat at Sirnoo
MC Pulwama.

200/ [3,000/- (10 days[10/11/2020 DEE  |IMDT

13. Improvement of Kralwan road from main road (3.00
to Barporkha by way of construction of E/

200/- |6000/- (10 days(10/11/2020 DEE B2V

(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmen-
tal website www.jktenders.gov.in as per Schedule of dates given below:-

ifications, Bitl of quantities

I Date of Issue of tender Notice 02/11/2020

2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 02/11/2020 4:00PM to 09/11/2020
04:00 PM

3. Bid submission Start date 2/11/2020 10:00 AM

4 Bid submission End date 09/11/2020 04:00 PM

5 Date and time of opening of Bids (online) 10/11/2020 11:00 AM

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Valid Treasury Receipt/e-Challan

under Major Head 0059 Revenue in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama (tender inviting author-
ity) and Earnest money /Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama

(tender receiving authority)

2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on website www.jktenders .gov.in and conveyed
to the Bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders
shall be opened online on same web site in the office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama (tender

receiving authority).

All other terms and conditions shall be available in website www.jktenders.gov.in

Head Draftsman

DIPK-8456/20

Technical Officer

Executive Engineer,
R&B Division Pulwama

1556 - Akbar (14) succeeds his father Humajun as Sultan of Delhi
1556 - Battle at Panipat: Mogollegers beat hindu leader Hemu

1605 - Gunpowder Plot: Catholic conspirator Guy Fawkes attempts to
blow up King James | and the British Parliament. Plot discovered, Guy
Fawkes caught, tortured and later executed along with seven others.
1678 - Brandenburgse troops occupy Greifswald in Sweden

1725 - Spain & Austria sign secret treaty

1757 - Battle at Rossbach (7 year war/French & Indian War)

1838 - Honduras declares independence of Central American Federation
1862 - Battle at Barbee's Crossroads, Virginia: 51 casualties

1873 - Due to the fallout from the Pacific Scandal, John A. Macdonald
resigns as Prime Minister of Canada

1881 - French government-Ferry resigns

188 - 11,600 police and volunteers attack Mori settlement at Pari-
haka in western Taranaki which had become the symbol of protest
against the confiscation of M ori land, New Zealand

1900 - Under US military control since the end of the Spanish-Amer-
ican Warin 1898, Cuba now calls its own constitutional convention
1911- Italy attacks Turkish North-Africa (Libya), takes Tripoli & Cyrenaica
1912 - Democrat candidate Woodrow Wilson is elected President of
the United States, defeating Republican incumbent William Howard
Taft and Progressive candidate Theodore Roosevelt

1913 - Ludwig Il crowned king of Bavaria

1914 - Britain declares war on Turkey and annexes Cyprus, occupied since
1878; theimmediate reason s to keep it from being taken by Turkey

1916 - Emperors Wilhelm Il (Germany) and Franz Jozef | (Austria-
Hungary) establish the kingdom of Poland

1916 - Second Chamber accept initial impetus to general males/fe-
male suffrage

1916 - The Everett Massacre takes place in Everett, Washington as
political differences lead to a shoot-out between IWW organizers and
local police.

1917 - Gen Pershing & US troops see action on Western Front for st time
1921 - Soviet Russia signs a treaty with Mongolia, temporarily sup-
porting the new government against China and Japanese incursions
1925 - Mussolini disbands Italian socialist parties

1930 - Nobel for literature awarded to Sinclair Lewis for "Babbitt"
1933 - Spanish Basques vote for autonomy

1937 - Adolf Hitler informs his military leaders in a secret meeting of
his intentions of going to war

1940 - Franklin D. Roosevelt is re-elected President of the United
States for an unprecedented third term, defeating Republican candi-
date Wendell Willkie

1941- Japanese naval staff officers Suzuki and Maejima leave Pearl Harbor.
1943 - Vatican in Rome bombed by unknown source

1944 - Allied troops reach Zoutelande, Walcheren

1944 - Canadian & British troops liberate Dinteloord

1953 - Nobel prize for physics awarded to Frederik Zernicke

1956 - Britain and France land airborne forces at Port Said in Egypt,
escalating the Suez Crisis

1964 - US launches Mariner 3 toward Mars; no data returned

1967 - ATS-3 launched by US to take first pictures of full Earth disc
196 7- US troops conquer Loc Ninh South Vietnam

1967 - Yemen president Sallal flees

1975 - British government sends troops to Belize

1978 - Iranian PM Jaafar Sharif-Emami resigns to Shah Mohammed
Reza Pahlavi

1979 - Iran government of Bazargan resigns

1979 - Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini declares US "The Great Satan"
1983 - Orhiter Discovery (OV-103) moves overland to Dryden

1988 - France performs nuclear test

1994 - Space probe Ulyssus completes Ist passage behind the Sun
1995- STS 73 (Columbia 18), lands

2006 - Saddam Hussein, former president of Iraq, and his co-defen-
dants Barzan Ibrahim al-Tikriti and Awad Hamed al-Bandar are sen-
tenced to deathin the al-Dujail trial for the role in the massacre of the
148 Shi'asin1982.

2007 - China's first lunar satellite, Chang'e 1 goes into orbit around
the Moon.

2009 - US Army Major Nidal Malik Hasan (US Army Medical Corps)
killed 13 and wounded 43 at Fort Hood, Texas in the largest mass
shooting ever at a US military installation.

2012 - 50 Syrian military personnel are killed by a suicide car bomb
in Hama.

2014 - New Zealand Prime Minister John Key rules out sending troops
to fight against Islamic State, but claims there are 40 New Zealanders
on 'terror watchlist'

From KO Avchives

/indabad, Murdabad

Observer News Service

RINAGAR- That the killing of Agha Syed Mahdi had
touched a raw nerve was more than manifest in the
slogans raised by thousands of mourners who flocked
to Budgam today to attend his funeral, presenting in

amicrocosm the bewilderment Kashmiris are going through.
The zindabads were reserved for Islam and Hussainiyat .The
other slogans heard were Pakistan hai hai, Hurriet Confer-
ence murdabaad, National, Conference murdabaad, STF
murdabaad,etc,etc.

(Kashmir Observer, November 05, 2000)
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Growing Unease

ew land laws have become a cause of
deep unease in J&K. Kashmir observed
a shutdown over the issue in response
to Hurriyat call and People’s Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration has also taken a serious
exception to the laws. Incidentally the land laws
have evoked opposition in Jammu too. This de-
spite the Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha as-
suring the people that “not an inch” of the ninety
percent agricultural land will be sold to outsid-
ers. He expressed hope that the amended land
laws would attract an investment of an estimated
Rs 30,000 crore within the next three years. He
also said the arrival of Industries in Kashmir
would solve the issue of unemployment in the re-
gion that, according to him, was double the na-
tional average. The government, he said, wanted
to build an industrial city, an IT city, a medicity
that will be facilitated by the new land laws.

But this has hardly convinced the opponents of
the land laws in J&K. The PAGD has termed the gov-
ernment defence as “a bundle of lies”. The real objec-
tive to repeal the basic land laws, the PAGD said, is
to push in and implement the agenda of effecting de-
mographic change and disempowering the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. The Alliance has also rightly
said that it was because of the land reforms “that
there are no starvation deaths in J&K and no farmer
suicides” in Kashmir.

On the other hand, the new land laws have gen-
erated disaffection in Jammu also. A few days ago,
over 20 political parties and social organisations
held a meeting in Jammu to discuss ‘certain issues’
related to the winter capital. Apart from Panthers
Party, the meeting was attended by Dogra Sadar
Sabha, Ikkjut Jammu among others and leaders of
Shiv Sena, Bajrang Dal, United Democratic Alli-
ance, among others.

The leaders have reportedly pressed for a separate
statehood for Jammu. The opinion that is building in
Jammu is that while they voted for the BJP and also
supported the abrogation of Article 370, they also
stand to lose like their counterparts in Jammu. Oth-
er than the BJP, almost all other Jammu based par-
ties including Congress are not happy with the new
land laws including the earlier domicile rules, fearing
their fallout will be largely detrimental to Jammu.

However, it is still too early to estimate how poli-
tics in Jammu will evolve in near to medium future.
Or for that matter, how the politics will shape up in
Kashmir in response to what is perceived as an as-
sault on the region. What is needed under the circum-
stances is for the centre to engage with the political
opinion in both the regions and seek to address the
fears and insecurities among the people.

OTHER OPINON

Kabul University
slaughter

ILE hopes remain that violence in Afghanistan will
one day come to an end, specifically if the govern-
ment, the Afghan Taliban and other major stakehold-
ers reach a peace agreement, civilians in that unfor-

tunate country continue to pay a high price due to the lawlessness.

On Monday, a massacre occurred at Kabul University, in
which at least 22 people lost their lives. The militant Islamic
State group has claimed responsibility.

While these attacks rightfully attract revulsion, they are
par for the course where IS’s deadly strategy and tactics are con-
cerned. Moreover, the attacks illustrate the frailty of the Kabul
government; the two recent assaults did not take place in some
faraway, barely governed province. They took place in the Af-
ghan capital, which is supposed to have a heavy security pres-
ence. This shows that unless a solid Afghan peace agreement is
hammered out and put into practice, as soon as foreign forces
leave the country IS and its ideological comrades may carry out
even greater acts of violence.

A two-fold response is needed to control IS terrorism within
Afghanistan. First and foremost is the need, as stated above, for
all Afghan factions that believe in the political process to single-
mindedly work for a peace plan agreeable to all. Secondly, some
Afghan officials have blamed the Afghan Taliban and Pakistan for
Monday’s attack. This is strange as IS has unambiguously claimed
it was behind the assault. Instead of hurling unsubstantiated al-
legations, the Afghan government must work with regional states
and the international community to eliminate the IS threat. Point-
ing fingers at others will not make the threat go away.

Dawn

Literary Ecriture

he Poetics of Memory

Huzaira PanDIT

Compounding

the peculiarity of this

relationship is that
change is mired in
resentment, where two
contradictory pulls exist
in the narrative space
simultaneously. Oneis
the narrative of the
collective trauma
engendered by years of
strife, and the pervading
sense of betrayal post
abrogation that is
wedded to the iteration

of remembrance of things

past in order to stay
relevant in the world of
narratives.

OBSERVER

MAIL

istory is being repeated

and rewritten every

other day with the latest

land laws and conversion
of the erstwhile state into a union
territory, and the process has been
accelerated of late, even as the proj-
ect predates the current era

What do we remember? Why do
we remember? How do we remem-
ber? Does our history determine
what we remember, or does what
we remember determine how we
view and recall our history? How
do we understand what is our col-
lective ‘truth’ and what doesn’t
classify as our ‘truth’? These are
questions that demand answers
but have no easy answers and raise
more queries than they provide so-
lutions. But you might well pause
and ask what is the relevance of
these questions to you or to our
condition in general.

My answer to your query would
be that these are very important
questions because we are at the cross
roads of history both at the global
level and at the level of Kashmir
where winds of violent upheaval are
blowing. History is being repeated
and rewritten every other day with
the latest land laws and conversion
of the erstwhile state into a union
territory, and the process has been
accelerated of late, even as the proj-
ect predates the current era. While
the old order is gradually and irre-
vocably fading from collective mem-
ory, it is worthwhile to recall what
will be the relation of this old world
order to the new era? Compounding
the peculiarity of this relationship is
that change is mired in resentment,
where two contradictory pulls exist
in the narrative space simultane-
ously.

One is the narrative of the
collective trauma engendered by
years of strife, and the pervading
sense of betrayal post abrogation
that is wedded to the iteration of re-
membrance of things past in order
to stay relevant in the world of nar-
ratives. The other contradictory
pull is the pull of the state’s ideolog-
ical machine that is bent upon cre-
ating a parallel narrative erasing
all traces of the collective past, and
thus giving a lie to the collective
trauma wrought by militarization
and subsequent dismemberment
of land and subjectivities. These
two contradictory narratives exist
at the same time in the narrative
space, each wresting with the other
and demanding of us what to recall
and how to recall. It is precisely
this duality that informs my ear-
lier question of what do we recall,
and how do we recall. I propose to
answer this question by explaining
the role of poetry in this clash of

All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and

narratives, and its utility in safe-
guarding the old world order in the
narrative space even as it vanishes
from the ground.

It merits reiteration here that a
majority of poetry and literature pro-
duced from Kashmir, especially the
one categorized under ‘Resistance
Literature’ and ‘Resistance’ poetry
draws from the memory of the col-
lective trauma wrought by strife
and militarization. This has inter-
esting implications for the question
of ‘truth’ and recollection of ‘truth’.
Traumatic experience is belated and
excessive. By this I mean that trau-
ma is realized post the event in the
form of recurrent flashbacks which
represent the attempts of the mind
to comprehend the full magnitude
of the event and ascertain the actual
‘truth of the event’ that belies the
rational mind. Trauma, and more
so collective trauma or received
trauma (in which the individual
may not directly have suffered the
traumatic experience but is nonethe-
less implicated in it due to being part
of the collective that also counts the
individual(s) who suffered trauma
among itself, and thus shared by the
collective as a whole) is excessive in
nature, since it resists any attempt
to completely know it, and belated
since it is realized post the moment
rather than immediately like a phys-
ical injury would be. As such, this
complicated grief and mourning for
an absence cannot be fully integrat-
ed into experience and language.

Since this integration is al-
ways, therefore, incomplete, it has
noteworthy consequences and ef-
fects on the act of writing history,
and supplying testimony, both of
which (as I have already explained
in an earlier column) are functions
performed by resistance poetry. I
do not mean to say that resistance
poets are historians, rather I mean
they document lived experience
and thus provide a more authentic
account of lived histories. Since
narration of a traumatic event is
always retrospective, and is nec-
essarily incomplete it implies that
testimony is not an ‘authentic’ re-
cord of the event, in the sense we
commonly understand authentici-
ty, but as an account contaminated
by interpretation. Cathy Caruth, a
theorist of trauma, therefore sug-
gests, “The historical power of the
trauma is not just that the experi-
ence is repeated after its forgetting,
but that it is only in and through its
inherent forgetting that it is first
experienced at all. For history to be
a history of trauma means that it is
referential precisely to the extent
that it is not fully perceived as it oc-
curs; or to put it somewhat differ-
ently, that a history can be grasped

address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity,

spaceand accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does

not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

Freedom of Speech or Ribaldry?

rtist can’t be morally care-

less. Their carelessness is

inexcusable. They should

be careful about the impli-
cations of their creativity. The pri-
mary and foremost objective of any
such creativity should ethically be
favourable to coexistence of different
sections in society. Any of the creativ-
ity which actually doesn’t serve the
humanity with regard to mutually es-
tablished values and doesn’t serve the
cognitive behaviour of humanity, can-
not be the expression of any guided
and well-wishing individual.

Their work should revolve around
the fair understanding of issues pre-
vailing around. Difference of opin-
ion about any issue should always
be backed with logic and reason.
Mutual respect, regard and rever-
ence as such should always be the
priority. The eradication of social
but actually ideological menaces
such as discrimination on the basis
of colour, creed and race should be
the obvious objective.

A well-established value, Right
to freedom of speech and expression

can’t be used as a tool to infuse venom
into the society and spread hate as has
happened in France.

French president Macron has the
intention to provoke outrage as he
is facing tough competition on the
political front from far right leaders.
The attack on a school teacher who
had showed Charlie Hebdo’s sketch
of Prophet (pbuh) to his students, has
also given him an opportunity to push
new legislation strengthening the 1905
act on that separates religion and the
state in the country — and sees free-
dom of expression as absolute) allow-

only in the very inaccessibility of
its occurrence.” Since the poem or
literature in general is an imagina-
tive rendering and the audience is
implicated in the fictionality of the
narrated event, the poem is an ac-
knowledgement of the inability to
produce a ‘true’ and ‘authentic’ ac-
count of the ‘real’ magnitude of the
turmoil in the valley.

The acknowledgement of the
collapse of understanding is itself
a subversion of the singular narra-
tive of the state, which postulates it
as a simple matter of defense of the
nation’s sovereignity while at the
same time nullifying any singular
counter-nationalist narrative like
a theocratic one or even a secular
one. Rather, the implicit acknowl-
edgement of the ‘fictionality’ of
poetry and literature exposes the
simplistic nature of ‘singular’ nar-
ratives of nationalism, and as such
does justice to the lived experienc-
es and the richness of the counter-
strategies of resistance.

Poetry outlines therefore a
key marker of resistance - the
oral narrative, which ensures that
the memory of oppression and re-
pression remains a legacy that is
bestowed and transmitted from
one generation to other. Since, the
poems are recited, and quoted in
public they expand the vocabulary
through which collective trauma
is expressed. Poetry contributes to
the debate of memory and truth by
drawing a culturally constructed
landscape of memory that is de-
termined by not only the social
and personal importance and pe-
culiarity of specific memories, but
also draws from meta or implicit
models of memory that greatly de-
termine the recollection of ‘truth’.
Poetic narratives that draw from
trauma can be this understood as
cultural constructions of histori-
cal and political memories. These
culturally constructed landscapes
visibilize and questions strategies
of political mobilisation against the
state, as well as the repressive re-
sponse from the state to such mobi-
lization. The mourning expressed
in poetry transcends the individual
self of the poet, rather coalesces
into a community mourning - a
building up of a heritage of trauma
and defiance that must be contin-
ued and perpetuated such that the
search and desire for justice is not
abandoned.

Huzaifa Pandit is the author of

the recently published Green is the
Colour of Memory, which won the
first edition of Rhythm Divine Poets

Chapbook Contest 2017. He holds

a PhD on poetry of resistance from
University of Kashmir
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ing for closer scrutiny of schools and
associations exclusively serving reli-
gious communities.

President Emmanuel Macron’s
statement, “Islam is a religion in cri-
sis all over the world today, we don’t
see it only in our country,” is very
disproportionate reaction. For many
among France’s large Muslim commu-
nity, “laicité”/ Secularism has meant
a lack of respect towards their beliefs.

Mir Hilal Ahmad
hilalahmadmir3l@gmail.com
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Khushal

Sar: An

nplanned Urbanized Mess

SHEIKH ANEAUS

Theirresponsible

unplanned urban
growth within and around
the wetland has not only
caused deterioration of
the chemical quality of
the water of the wetland
but also lead the
peripheries of the
wetland be used as the
dumping ground for solid
waste. While the built-up
is the predominant land
use type covering 65%
region of Khushal Sar,
there is no sewage
treatment plant for
cleaning the home-grown
sewage that empties
legitimately into the
wetland.

hushal Sar, an urban wetland, situated in

the heart of Srinagar City has been a ca-

sualty of enormous anthropogenic inter-

ference which has degraded the socially
significant ecosystem

Wetlands are among the most vulnerable and
threated ecosystems. They provide us with a num-
ber of economic and ecological services including
nutrient removal from water as well as carbon sink
ground water recharge. Wetlands regulate climate
by apprehending and retaining carbon. They play
an important role in the ecosystem as a rich store-
house of biodiversity. In view of the continuous
human interference these sensitive ecosystems are
looming under grave threat. In spite of tremendous
benefits, human beings are continuously altering
these delicate ecosystems due to unprecedented
population growth and unchecked urbanization
and under-treated wastes that are directly dumped
into them. Consequently, these land system changes
have altered the trophic status of the wetlands.

The lakes and wetlands across Kashmir are giv-
ing alarming indications of disintegration. Other
than acting as flood sinks, they undertake a crucial
role in supporting the livelihood of nearby popu-
lace. Over the last two decades earth observation
data along with remote sensing technology has been
widely used to access the land use and land cover
changes in these ecosystems and their adjacent
areas. This is being done to observe the change on
these sensitive ecosystems due to continuous shift-
ing land cover dynamics. Studies have suggested
that in the last five decades there have been signifi-
cant changes across Kashmir valley, which are evi-
dent in the areas around the wetlands.

In case of extension and improvement of the Sri-
nagar city, area of wetlands has declined quickly.
Over the century, Srinagar City has lost over half
of the remaining wetlands principally taken over
by developed areas, mainly due to the lack of any
land use guidelines for the region. Land Use Plan
2021 for Srinagar Metropolitan Area (accessible
at http://www.sdasrinagar.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/03/land-use-map.jpg ) has failed to delin-
eate ecologically sensitive zones in the vicinity of
wetlands of the Srinagar city and does not place any
prohibition on construction of houses in the vicin-
ity of wetlands.

Khushal Sar, an urban wetland, situated in
the heart of Srinagar City has been a casualty of
enormous anthropogenic interference which has
degraded the socially significant ecosystem. The
main cause of degradation of this wetland is due
to the mammoth increment in home-grown sewage
that channels into the wetland without treatment.
The Department of Geoinformatics, University of
Kashmir had conducted a vital study on Khushal
Sar. The study is an effort to assess land system
changes in and around Khushal Sar wetland over 53
years, from 1965 to 2018. The study has been done
using high-resolution aerial photographs, satellite
data, ground observations and fragmentation mod-
el to look at how the natural landscapes have been
eradicated due to land system changes in general
and urban sprawl in particular. This study assumes
importance in observation of the fact that the natu-
ral landscapes in the Srinagar City have been taken
over by impervious surfaces that have blocked the

natural drainage.

The study is an effort to extensively review the
changes of about 52 years from the year 1962 to 2018.
The analysis of the land use land cover showed ex-
ponentiation, a 1600% expansion from 1980 to 2018
in built-up inside the wetland. It is appropriate to
specify that there was no development inside the
wetland in the 1965 satellite information. Our inves-
tigation additionally demonstrated 600% expansion
in the road network inside the wetland zone. The
aquatic vegetation likewise demonstrated an expan-
sion of 150% from 1965 and 2018. This examination
additionally flagged that agricultural areas within
the wetland have vanished. The outcome indicates
that water spread, plantation and marshy areas have
also decreased by 74%, 62%, and 33% respectively.

The study additionally demonstrated that
Khushal Sar wetland lost ~ 17 ha from 1980 to 2018
to unlawful built-up that surfaced inside the wetland.
The impromptu urbanization and filling of Mar Ca-
nal have stifled the wetland. The filling of Mar Ca-
nal and urbanization seriously affected the wetland
wellbeing by not just diminishing the water holding
limit of this wetland yet additionally influencing the
hydrological network with other neighbouring water
bodies, which was clear during the September 2014
floods when wetlands where severely inundated.

The irresponsible unplanned urban growth
within and around the wetland has not only caused
deterioration of the chemical quality of the water of
the wetland but also lead the peripheries of the wet-
land be used as the dumping ground for solid waste.
While the built-up is the predominant land use type
covering 65% region of Khushal Sar, there is no sew-

age treatment plant for cleaning the home-grown
sewage that empties legitimately into the wetland.
Study also indicate that the production of lotus stem
(cash crop) from the Khushal Sar wetland declined
due to shrinkage in open water and propagation of
exotic weeds.

Other than the Lakes and Waterways Develop-
ment Authority (LAWDA) set up in 1997 for lake
and wetland protection, Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) and Srinagar Development Author-
ity (SDA) are duty bound to ensure the sustainable
urban development of the city environs. These
three organizations, answerable for checking any
impedance and offering flexibility to infrastructure
ventures, have neglected their mandate to check
the danger of encroachment of wetland zones. The
unplanned urbanization has come up inside and
around the wetland. Our investigation also showed
decrease in water spread and increment in aquatic
vegetation which is characteristic of nutrient en-
richment due to home-grown sewage from the close
by built-up area. The lack of sewage treatment facil-
ity, reckless unplanned urbanization within and in
the vicinity of the wetland, is responsible for the
degradation of the Khushal Sar wetland.

The author is a PhD scholar with the Department
of Geoinformatics at the School of Earth and
Environmental Sciences, University of Kashmir and
can be reached at sheikh.aneaus19@gmail.com.

The study was conducted by the author under the
supervision of Dr. Irfan Rashid and is published

in Journal of Environmental Monitoring and
Assessment on 12 September, 2020.

ace masks are part of our daily lives during

the pandemic. Many are made from plastics

and designed to be used just once, which

means thousands of tonnes of extra waste go-
ing to landfill.

Masks may help stop the spread of the coronavi-
rus. But according to one estimate, if everyone in the
United Kingdom used a single-use mask each day for
a year, it would create 66,000 tonnes of contaminated
waste and 57,000 tonnes of plastic packaging.

Evidence also suggests masks may be a source
of harmful microplastic fibres on land and in water-
ways and litter.

So let’s look at how face masks might be designed
to cause minimal harm to the environment, while
still doing their job — and which type is best for you.

Circular thinking

China is the world’s biggest face mask manufactur-
er. Its daily output of face masks reportedly reached 116
million units in February this year. That creates a big
waste management problem around the world.

One way to address this is to adopt “circular de-
sign” principles. This thinking seeks to reduce waste
and pollution through product design, keep products
and materials in use, and regenerate natural systems.

When it comes to face masks, the three common
types are cloth, surgical and N-95. N-95 masks offer
the highest level of protection, blocking about 95%
of airborne particles. Cloth masks are designed to be
used more than once, while surgical and N-95 masks
are usually intended for single use.

Face masks may consist of one or more layers,
each with different functions:

. an outermost layer, designed to repel liquids
such as water

. the innermost layer, which absorbs moisture
and allows comfort and breathability

. a non-absorbent middle layer, to filter particles.

Each type of mask is made of different materials
and used in varying settings:

- N-95 masks: These are designed to protect the
wearer from 95% of airborne particles and are large-
ly worn by health workers. N-95 masks are designed
to fit closely to the face and are usually worn only
once. N-95 masks comprise:

. a strap (polyisoprene)

. staples (steel)

. nose foam (polyurethane)
. nose clip (aluminum)

Millions of Masks

Mavurt WIJAYASUNDARA

. filter (polypropylene)
. valve diaphragm (polyisoprene).

- Surgical masks: These are designed to protect ster-
ile environments from the wearer, acting as barrier
to droplets or aerosols. Generally intended as single-
use items, they comprise mostly polypropylene be-
tween two layers of non-woven fabric.

- Cloth masks: These types of masks are worn by
the general public. Some are homemade from fabric
scraps or old clothing. They may be wholly reusable,
or partially reusable with replaceable filters that
must be disposed of.

These masks typically comprise an outer layer of
polyester or polypropylene (or in some cases, cotton),
and an inner layer designed for breathability and
comfort — usually cotton or a cotton-polyester blend.

Research suggests cloth masks are less effective
at filtering particles than medical masks, but may
may give some protection if well-fitted and properly
designed. Health advice is available to help guide
their use.

Designing for a healthier environment

It’s important to note that any attempt to rede-
sign face masks must ensure they offer adequate
protection to the wearer. Where masks are used in
a medical setting, design changes must also meet of-
ficial standards such as barrier efficiency, breathing
capacity and fire resistance.

With this in mind, reducing the environmental
harm caused by masks could be done in several ways:

- Design with more reusable parts

Evidence suggests reusable cloth masks perform
almost as well as single-use masks, but without the
associated waste. One life cycle assessment con-
ducted in the UK found masks that could be washed
and reused were the best option for the environment.
Reusable masks with replaceable filters were the
second-best option.

The study also found having a higher number of
masks in rotation to allow for machine washing was
better for the environment than manual washing.

- Make masks easier to dispose of or recyle

In high-risk settings such as hospitals and clin-
ics, the reuse of masks may not be possible or desir-
able, meaning they must be disposed of. In medical
settings, there are systems in place for disposal of
such protective gear, which usually involves segre-
gation and incineration.

But the general public must dispose of masks
themselves. Because masks usually comprise differ-
ent materials, this can be complicated. For example,
recovering the components of a N-95 mask for recy-
cling would involve putting the straps, nose foam,
filter and valve in one bin and the metal staples and
nose clip in another. And some recyclers may see
mask recycling as a health risk. These difficulties
mean masks often end up in landfill.

Masks would be easier to recycle if the were made
of fewer materials and were easy to disassemble.

- Use biodegradable materials

For single-use items, placing synthetics with bio-
degradable materials would be a first step in circular
design thinking.

The abaca plant, a relative of the banana tree,
offers one potential option. Its leaf fibre reportedly
repels water better than traditional face masks, is
as strong as polymer and decomposes within two
months. Most abaca is currently produced in the
Philippines.

Which mask should you choose?

From a purely environmental perspective, re-
search suggests owning multiple reusable face
masks, and machine-washing them together, is the
best option. Using filters with reusable face masks is
a second-best option.

But when choosing a mask, consider where you
will wear it. Unless cloth masks are shown to be as
effective as other masks, health-care workers should
not use them. But they may be suitable in low-risk
everyday settings.

In the longer term, governments and manufac-
turers must make every effort to design masks that
will not harm the planet — and consumers should de-
mand this. Face masks will probably be ubiquitous
on our streets for months to come. But once the pan-
demic is over, the environmental legacy may last for
decades, if not centuries.

By arrangements with
The Conversation
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Israeli army destroys Palestinian
village in Jordan Valley

Agencies

Jerusalem: Palestinian prime
minister Mohammed Shtayyeh
accused Israeli troops of hav-
ing 'completely demolished the
village of Homsa al-Baqia, leav-
ing around 80 people homeless'

Israel's army has demol-
ished the homes of nearly 80
Palestinian Bedouins in the oc-
cupied West Bank, officials and
witnesses said on Wednesday,
in a rare operation targeting an
entire community at once.

Late Tuesday, Israeli bull-
dozers razed the village - in-
cluding tents, sheds, portable
toilets and solar panels -- near
Tubas in the Jordan Valley,
according to an AFP photog-
rapher at the scene, who found
dozens of people left homeless.

"built illegally in a firing zone
(military training area) in the
Jordan Valley."

The Jordan Valley falls in
the West Bank's Area C that
is fully controlled by Israel's
army, which has occupied the
West Bank since 1967.

nder Israeli rules, Palestin-
ians cannot build structures
in the area without permits,
which are typically refused,
and demolitions are common.

According to Abdelghani
Awada, left homeless by the
operation, the Israelis who ar-
rived in vehicles and with bull-
dozers gave people "10 minutes
to evacuate our homes."

"Then they started bulldoz-
ing," he told AFP.

He stressed that his family
had lived in the area for genera-

A Palestinian bedouin tries to stop the spillage of grains after Israeli soldiers demolished tents and
structures in an area east of the village of Tubas, in the occupied West Bank, on November 3,2020 AFP

Palestinian prime minister
Mohammed Shtayyeh accused
Israeli troops of having "com-
pletely demolished the village
of Homsa al-Bagia, leaving
around 80 people homeless".

The branch of Israel's army
responsible for civilian affairs
in the West Bank, COGAT, said
it had destroyed structures

tions and accused Israel of try-
ing to "empty the Jordan Valley
of its Palestinian population.”
The late-night operation in
Homsa al-Bagia was unusual
given that so many homes
were targeted at the same time,
according to the Israeli anti-
occupation non-government
organisation B'T'selem.

"US Expected To Witness Highest
Voter Turnout In A Century’

Agencies

New York: The US appears
to be on track to see over 160
million votes cast in the 2020
presidential election, a turnout
rate of about 67 per cent, which
is higher than the country has
witnessed in more than a centu-
ry, as President Donald Trump
and his Democratic rival Joe
Biden campaigned through the
final day to get more voters to
the polling booths.

Voting across the nation
was largely smooth as voters
lined up early in the morning
across polling stations in the
country to cast their ballots in
one of the most consequential
and polarised elections in US
history that took place in the
shadow of a devastating coro-
navirus pandemic.

The pandemic as well as
a strong drive among Ameri-
cans to have their voices heard
on the ballot box resulted in a
record 101 million early votes
cast in person and by mail be-
fore the polls even opened on
Election Day.

The New York Times re-
ported that the 2020 presiden-

tial campaign was shaping up
to be one for the record books,
on pace to attract the highest
turnout in more than a century.

The NYT quoted Universi-
ty of Florida professor Michael
McDonald, who compiles data
from across the nation, as say-
ing that America appeared to
be on track to see roughly 160
million total votes cast. "That
would mean a turnout rate of
about 67 per cent of the eligible
voting population higher
than the United States has
seen in more than a century,"
the NYT said, adding that the
last time the turnout was more
than 65 per cent was 1908, ac-
cording to the United States
Elections Project.

"The huge turnout ap-
peared to be spurred by the
momentous issues that have
upended the lives of nearly ev-
ery American, including the
surging coronavirus outbreak
and the struggling economy,
the political passions of the
Trump era, and the steps that
many states took this year to
make voting easier and safer
during the pandemic," the NYT
report said.
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Portland Protesters Burn Flags
On Tense US Election Night

Agencies

Portland, United States: Dem-
onstrators burned US flags
and marched through Portland
armed with protest songs and
assault rifles as a confusing
election night unfolded to high
tension but without violence
in the northwestern city.

The liberal enclave in the
state of Oregon had braced
for possible armed clashes af-
ter months of divisive rallies
involving left-wing activists,
right-wing militias and fed-
eral officers deployed by the
Trump administration.

As  President Donald
Trump claimed he won the
US election early Wednesday,
despite key states still count-
ing ballots, activists gathered
outside the Portland federal
courthouse -- the epicenter of
the summer's fraught anti-rac-
ism protests.

"We don't like either can-
didate -- I shamefully voted
for Biden -- but if Trump gets
another four years people will
be mad," said one 20-year-old

protester, who asked to be
called "L," as two American
flags were ignited in front of
the building.

Many at the courthouse
shouted slogans against Trump
as well as Portland Mayor Ted
Wheeler, a bogeyman for anti-
police protesters who won re-
election Tuesday, while others
danced and twerked to loud
hip-hop music.

The FBI has warned of the
potential for armed clashes in
Portland linked to the polls,
but there were no signs of elec-
tion night activity from right-
wing groups such as the Proud
Boys.

And by the early hours
of Wednesday police had not
engaged with the protesters,
some of whom earlier partici-
pated in a peaceful 400-strong
Black Lives Matter march
around east Portland.

'It's gonna be crazy'

The three-hour march was
led by a convoy including at least
half a dozen protesters armed
with assault rifles, knives and a

shotgun. Rumors and reports of
shifts in the national and state
races still being counted spread
among marchers.

"l heard Trump has the
momentum now," said 20-year-
old protest leader Ty Ford. "It's
gonna be a riot. Whenever it
comes out, it's gonna be crazy."

"It is like picking between
two evils but honestly, we'll
settle with Biden," said fellow
leader "D.D.," aged 22.

Demands ranged from
abolishing ICE (Immigration
and Customs Enforcement) to
justice for Black victims of po-
lice violence including George
Floyd and Breonna Taylor,
before the march ended with a
rendition of "Hallelujah."

There were also moments
of levity as protest leaders
cajoled those watching the
march from their apartment
windows to join the rally.

"Hey, stick your head out
the window, tell us how the
election is going -- and then
maybe slip on your shoes and
come help us start a revolu-
tion," shouted one activist.

Explainer: What might happen if
US election result is disputed?

Agencies

Washington: Despite incom-
plete results from several
battleground states that could
determine the outcome of the
United States presidential
race, President Donald Trump
proclaimed victory over Dem-
ocratic challenger Joe Biden
on Wednesday.

The premature move con-
firmed worries Democrats had
voiced for weeks that Trump
would seek to dispute the elec-
tion results. That could set off
any number of legal and politi-
cal dramas in which the presi-
dency could be determined
by some combination of the
courts, state politicians and
Congress.

Here are the various ways
the election can be contested:

Lawsuits

Early voting data shows
Democrats are voting by mail
in far greater numbers than
Republicans. In states such as
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
that do not count mail-in bal-
lots until Election Day, initial
results appeared to favour
Trump because they were
slower to count mailed bal-
lots. Democrats had expressed
concern that Trump would, as
he did on Wednesday, declare
victory before those ballots
could be fully tallied.

A close election could result
in litigation over voting and
ballot-counting procedures in
battleground states. Cases filed
in individual states could even-
tually reach the US Supreme
Court, as Florida’s election
did in 2000, when Republican
George W Bush prevailed over

Democrat Al Gore by just 537
votes in Florida after the high
court halted a recount.

Trump appointed Amy Co-
ney Barrett as Supreme Court
justice just days before the
election, creating a 6-3 con-
servative majority that could
favour the president if the
courts weigh in on a contested
election.

'We want all voting to
stop": Trump wants Supreme
Court involved in election

“We want the law to be
used in a proper manner. So
we’ll be going to the US Su-
preme Court. We want all vot-
ing to stop,” Trump said on
Wednesday, even though elec-
tion laws in US states require
all votes to be counted, and
many states routinely take
days to finish counting legal
ballots.

German Minister Warns Of "Very
Explosive Situation" In US

Agencies
Berlin, Germany: German
Defence Minister Anne-

gret Kramp-Karrenbauer on
Wednesday warned the United
States was facing a "very explo-
sive situation" and a possible
systemic crisis after President
Donald Trump prematurely de-
clared election victory.
Following Trump's remarks
that he will go to the Supreme
Court to stop ballots from being
tallied, Kramp-Karrenbauer
told public broadcaster ZDF
"this election has not been de-
cided... votes are still being

counted".

She said Trump could cre-
ate "a constitutional crisis in
the USA".

Tehran wants US to return to intl.
treaties, respect Iranian nation no
matter who comes to power: Rouhani

Agencies

Tehran: Iran's President Has-
san Rouhani says Tehran
wants Washington to return
to international pacts and re-
spect the Iranian nation no
matter which individual or po-
litical party comes to power in
the White House.

“What is happening in
America and who will be elect-
ed do not concern us,” Rou-
hani told a cabinet meeting on
Wednesday. “Individuals and
party [affiliations] do not mat-
ter to us, but it is rather the ap-
proach that the [next US] gov-
ernment adopts [that counts].”

The remarks came as vote
counting is underway in the
US to determine the winner
of the tight 2020 presidential
race between Republican Don-
ald Trump and Democrat Joe
Biden.

During his four-year presi-

threats aside, begins respect-
ing Iran and fulfills its obliga-
tions under the JCPOA instead
of reneging on commitments
and breaking the law, Rouhani
said.

“It is the principles, meth-
ods and policies that are im-
portant to us,” he said.

The Iranian chief execu-
tive also stressed that the Is-
lamic Republic has, however,
made plans based on the as-
sumption that Washington’s
manner will not return to the
right path.

“If the Americans under-
stand and learn the lesson that
they have to change course, so
much the better, otherwise we
have already made our deci-
sions based on how to run the
country under difficult cir-
cumstances,” he said.

Insult to Prophet, terror in name of
Islam both condemned

dency, Trump withdrew the
US from a number of multi-
lateral accords, among them
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal,
officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Following its withdrawal
from the JCPOA in May 2018,
the US unleashed the so-called
maximum pressure campaign
against Iran and targeted the
nation with the “toughest
ever” economic sanctions.

“We want the US to return
to the rule of law, all interna-
tional and multilateral trea-
ties, and respect the Iranian
nation. We demand respect
instead of sanctions,” Rouhani
said.

The situation will change
if the United States lifts the
oppressive  sanctions, sets

Elsewhere in his com-
ments, Rouhani noted that
those who are unfamiliar
with Prophet Muhammad
and make “incorrect state-
ments” about Islam’s proph-
et and those who commit
extremist acts come from the
same roots.

“If someone seeks to take
the life of a person and murder
an individual at a temple or a
university, this runs counter
to his (Prophet Muhammad’s)
teachings,” he said.

Attacking places of wor-
ship, schools and universi-
ties are against claims of
supporting Prophet Muham-
mad, the president said.
“They are all lying. They
are not followers of Prophet
Muhammad. That is not the
Prophet’s way.”

Republican candi-

date in North Da-

kota has won a seat

in the state legisla-
ture — nearly a month after
he died of complications from
Covid-19.

David Andahl was 55
when he died on October 5, af-
ter winning a heated primary
with an incumbent committee
chairman, reports Politico.

“We need more Trump
Republicans in the State Leg-
islature,” Sen Kevin Cramer
(R-N.D.), who had endorsed
the Bismarck rancher, said at
the time.

Democrats nationwide
had gone into Election Day be-
lieving that the White House’s
haphazard handling of the
coronavirus pandemic would
hurt Republican chances at
the ballot boxes, only to be
stunned when the projected

Republican candidate who died
of Covid-19 wins election

Andahl has taken nearly 36% of the vote in his constitution

David Andahl was 55 when he died on
October 5, after winning a heated primary

with an incumbent committee chairman

“blue wave” never material-
ized, the report said.

A dramatic surge in Cov-
id-19 cases over the last month
was seen in North Dakota.
It now leads the country in
the number of new cases per
100,000 people, according to

the Covid Tracking Project.

Andahl and another Re-
publican won the two seats
for state representatives
from North Dakota’s eighth
district, with Andahl taking
nearly 36% of the vote, the re-
port concluded.

W S M A K E

Iran destroys mock enemy targets using
Kamikaze drones during extensive drills

he Islamic Republic of
Iran Air Force (IRIAF)
successfully imple-
ments the main stage
of large-scale maneuvers that
have been underway in the
country’s central area for days.

Tuesday marked the sec-
ond and final phase of the
main stage in the Fada'eeyan-e
Harim-e Velayat (Devotees of
the Velayat Sanctuary)-9 exer-
cise that began on Saturday,
enlisting as many as seven
airbases and dozens of manned
and unmanned aircraft.

According to the event’s
spokesman Second Brigadier
General Farhad Goudarzi, F-4
aircraft took on mock enemy
targets, using enhanced an op-
timized air-to-surface Maver-
ick missiles and Qassed (Mes-
senger) smart, surgical strike,
and stand-off bombs.

MIG-29s were also seen suc-
cessfully deploying improved
air-to-air missiles to intercept
and destroy missiles fired by

R S

mock hostile warplanes.

Both the MIGs and F-4s car-
ried out their respective mis-
sions under actual electronic
warfare conditions.

Kamikaze drone missions,
carpet bombings

Meanwhile, unmanned
aerial vehicles dubbed Arash
that are outfitted with explo-
sive warheads were smashed
into mock enemy fortifications

lying across a range of 100 Kilo-
meters (62 miles), successfully
blowing them up.

Phantom warplanes also
carried out surprise carpet
bombing operations against
designated targets at low alti-
tude.

Goudarzi announced that
indigenous Karrar (Striker)
bomber drones also conducted
their maiden operations fea-

turing deployment of 500-1bs
(226 kilogram) bombs against
land-based targets.

The official said previ-
ously, the ammunition of such
weight could only be carried
using F-4 and F-5 warplanes,
adding that the drones were
also recruited in electronic
warfare missions to neutralize
perceived enemy’s anti-missile
operations.

Expert modern warfare
teams separately engaged in
confronting staged chemical
attacks with indigenized de-
contamination devices.

The main stage began
on Monday with a prepara-
tory reconnaissance mission
across the assault course and
was followed through with
domestically-manufactured or
-overhauled fighter planes de-
stroying mock hostile targets.
The indigenous fighters flown
included Kaman (Bow)-14
drones and Saegeh (Lightning)
fighters.
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BJP Workers To Wear
Black Badges/Clothes Till
Arnab Goswami's Release

JP workers in Maha-
rashtra will wear black
badges or black clothes
until television journalist
Arnab Goswami is released by
the police, senior leader Chan-
drakant Patil said on Wednesday.
Speaking to reporters in
Nagpur, the state BJP president
termed the arrest of the Repub-
lic TV's editor-in- chief in an
abetment to suicide case as the
"Emergency-like situation”.
"BJP workers will wear black
badges or black clothes to mark

our protest against the state
government till Goswami is re-
leased by the police," he said.

The BJP leader said the case
against Goswami was reopened
to settle a political score.

Goswami was arrested in
Mumbai by Raigad police for
allegedly abetting suicide of a
53-year-old interior designer
in 2018.

The architect and his mother
had committed suicide over al-
leged non-payment of dues by
Republic TV, police said.

ll BJP WORKERS WILLWEARBLACK
badges or black clothes to mark our protest against
the state government till Goswami is released by

the police," he said.

Arnab Goswami Arrest:
Congress Shreds BJP
Over "Selective Qutrage"

MUMBAI: Hitting out at the
BJP over its criticism of Arnab
Goswami's arrest in Mumbai,
the Congress today said its
"selective outrage" on press
freedom is "shameful" and the
law will take its own course in
the case against the Republic
TV editor-in-chief.

Arnab Goswami was arrested
from his residence in Mumbai
today for allegedly abetting the
suicide of a 53-year-old interior
designer.

Several Union ministers and
senior BJP leaders have criti-
cised the Congress over Arnab
Goswami's arrest and called it
an "attack on freedom of press".
The Congress is part of the Shiv
Sena-led coalition government
in Maharashtra.

Asked about Arnab Goswami's
arrest and the BJP's criticism of
it, Congress spokesperson Supri-
ya Shrinate said she was actually
very shocked with the "selective
outrage” of the BJP of the sec-
tions of the government.

Why are they silent when
Prashant Kanojia is jailed for a
number of months just because
he exposed a scam where chil-
dren were being served salt
and chapati in Mirzapur?" the
spokesperson asked, referring
to the journalist who was ar-
rested by the UP Police.

Addressing a media briefing,
she raised several other questions.

Why, she asked, is the BJP
"selectively silent" when sedi-
tion charges are slapped against
journalists and when a case has
been filed against (Scroll) jour-
nalist Supriya Sharma because
she exposed the pathetic state
of affairs in a village in Varanasi.

And when a reporter who
exposed the PPE kit scam in
Uttar Pradesh is jailed and
faces serious sedition charges
instead of action been taken
against those responsible for

the scam, she added.

"So this selective outrage
is extremely unwarranted, is
shameful and they (the BJP)
should be ashamed of saying
anything," she told reporters.

Supriya Shrinate also hit out at
Arnab Goswami, saying she herself
had been a journalist for almost
two decades and alleged that he
had brought complete "disgrace
and shame" to journalism.

"What he does in the garb of
journalism is not journalism,
what he does in the garb of
journalism is the work of a BJP
frontal," Ms Shrinate alleged.

"To accuse people, to hurl
abuses, to make any sort of al-
legations, to use the language
that he does. Is he judge or
jury? What sort of journalism is
he doing in the garb of running
a TV channel,” she claimed.

Ms Shrinate alleged the BJP
should be the last one to be talk-
ing about freedom of the press.
She also accused the BJP of "con-
trolling the media" through ad-
vertisements and through "in-
timidation and fear".

"l am reasonably certain that
wherever Congress is in govern-
ment or we are in alliance, people
will not be punished if they are
absolutely innocent. I also believe
that law will take its own course
even in this case," she said.

The Congress believes in the
independence of institutions
and has never compromised
their independence or autono-
my, Ms Shrinate said.

Arnab Goswami, who was
seen being pushed into a police
van, claimed he was assaulted
by police at his home.

BJP president JP Nadda and
various senior Union ministers,
including Amit Shah, slammed
Arnab Goswami's arrest, de-
scribing it as a "blatant misuse
of state power" and reminiscent
of the Emergency.

BUSINESS USUAL: A farmer shouldering sack full of collard from his sprawling vegetable
garden perched in Srinagar outskirts on Wednesday. KO Photo Abid Bhat

KPDCL To Slap Hefty Fine,
File Firs To Curb Power Theft

Agencies

SRINAGAR: As the harsh winter is about
to set in, the Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited (KPDCL) on
Wednesday announced to launch a ma-
jor crackdown to curb electricity theft
and initiate legal proceedings against
the accused.

“All those who resort to power pilfer-
age will be heavily fined and FIRs will
also be lodged where power theft grossly
takes place, KPDCL Chief Engineer, Ajaz
Ahmad said Wednesday.

He said that the corporation has taken
several measures to stop the misuse of
electricity in the Valley. One such step, he
said, was the formation of teams to conduct

surprise inspections to stop electricity theft.

Ahmad further said that the cases of
power theft increase during the winter
months, which leads to severe overload-
ing of the distribution system at places,
resulting in power cuts.

The KPDCL Chief Engineer said that
over the next few weeks raids will be
carried in posh colonies in the city and
other parts of the valley.

“We have seen in the past that power
thefts were unearthed even in the posh
colonies of Srinagar,” he said, adding “If
people use electricity judiciously and
pay as per the consumption, then there
won't be power cuts at all,”

The announcement of a crackdown
by the power corporation comes at a
time when the locals in theValley are

fuming over the unscheduled power
cuts. Even complaints of power cuts
are pouring in from metered area of the
city and elsewhere.

“We witness frequent power cuts from
the last one week. We are bound to get
24 hour electricity supply as per the rules
but the power department often resorts
to unscheduled power cuts,” Mohammad
Ayoub, a resident of Bemina said.

Many consumers alleged that when
meters were installed in their areas, the
corporation had promised round-the-
clock supply.

They said instead of improving the
power supply, the authorities are blam-
ing the people for the abrupt power cuts
saying they were not using the electric-
ity judiciously.

Airlines Allowed Up To 60% Pre-Covid Domestic
Flights Till February 24 Next Year: Centre

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines can operate
maximum 60 per cent of their pre-CO-
VID domestic passenger flights till Feb-
ruary 24 next year due to the prevailing
coronavirus situation, the Civil Aviation
Ministry has said.

The ministry had informed the airlines
about the 60 per cent limit through an
official order on September 2 but it had
not told them the period for which the
cap would remain in place.

On October 29, the ministry issued a
new order clarifying that the September
2 order "shall remain in force until 2359
hrs on February 24, 2021 or until further
orders" due to the "prevailing situation
of COVID-19".

On June 26, the ministry had allowed the
airlines to operate a maximum of 45 per
cent of their pre-COVID domestic flights.

The ministry had resumed domestic
passenger services from May 25, after
a gap of two months due to the coro-
navirus-triggered lockdown. However,
the airlines were allowed to operate not

more than 33 per cent of their pre-COV-
ID domestic flights.

Modifying its previous order of June
26 where it had put the 45 per cent limit
on the number of domestic flights, the
ministry issued an order on September
2 stating that, "45 per cent capacity may
be read as 60 per cent capacity.”

Scheduled international passenger
flights continue to remain suspended in
the country since March 23 due to the
pandemic.

However, special international flights
have been operating under the Vande
Bharat Mission since May and under bi-
lateral air bubble pacts signed with vari-
ous countries since July.

"India's Most Wanted Part 2": Maharashtra
Minister On Arnab Goswami Arrest

MUMBAL: In the wake of Republic TV
Editor-in-Chief Arnab Goswami's arrest in
a suicide abetment case, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut on Wednesday said the Ma-
harashtra Vikas Aghadi or MVA govern-
ment has never acted vindictively against
anyone since it came to power last year.

He also claimed that the state govern-
ment or any political party had nothing
to do with the arrest.

Maharashtra minister and NCP leader
Nawab Malik termed Arnab Goswami's
arrest as "Part 2 of India's Most Wanted".

Arnab Goswami was arrested in

Mumbai by Raigad police on Wednesday
morning for allegedly abetting suicide of
a 53- year-old interior designer in 2018.

"Proper procedure of law is followed
in Maharashtra. Police can take action
against anyone if they have evidence.
The state government hasn't acted out of
revenge,” Mr Raut told reporters when
asked about Arnab Goswami's arrest.

"There is no anarchy in Maharashtra
and law of the land is followed," Mr Raut
said, adding that Mumbai police is a pro-
fessional force.

"It is not a black day for media. Jour-

nalists also should follow ethics. Media
is not an investigating agency or court.
This observation is of the highest court.
We are all journalists. Whoever does
anything wrong will be punished by the
police," he said.

"The state government or any political
party has nothing to do with the arrest,”
the Sena MP said.

Nawab Malik termed Arnab Gos-
wami's arrest as "Part 2 of India's Most
Wanted" and recalled the action against
a TV crime show anchor who was
charged with killing his wife.

CUK Holds Workshop On
Juvenile Justice System

GANDERBAL: School of Legal
Studies (SLS), Central Universi-
ty of Kashmir (CUK) organized a
day long workshop on “Juvenile
Justice System in Action: Policy,
Police and Practices.”

The workshop was part of a
programme series that have been
organized under the auspices of
Legal-Aid-Clinic-for-Juveniles
established under a project sanc-
tioned by the Department of Jus-
tice, Government of India.

Dean, School of Legal Studies, Prof.
Farooq Ahmad Mir, welcomed both
online and offline guests includ-
ing Justice Madan B. Lokur, former
judge, Supreme Court of India, Jus-
tice Ali Mohammad Magray, Judge,
J&K High Court and Chairman, Juve-
nile Justice Committee, Prof. Francis
Shen McKnight Presidential, Fellow
Harvard University and Executive
Director, Education & Outreach for
MacArthur Foundation Research
Network on Law and Neuroscience,
USA and Ms Soledad Herrero, Chief,
Child Protection UNICEF-India.

Prof. Francis Shen who was
the first keynote speaker talked
about the emerging field of Law
and Neuroscience and discussed
how the neuro-scientific evi-
dences are helping in the adju-
dication of the criminal cases
in US and Europe. In the light
of a few cases, he discussed nu-

ances and niceties of the field
and highlighted how these cases
have the potential to change the
landscape of the criminal justice
system in general and juvenile
justice system in particular.

Ms Soledad Herrero Chief,
Child Protection UNICEF-India
delivered the second keynote ad-
dress and gave a bird’s eye view
of the juvenile justice act in India,
highlighting how the protection
and welfare of juveniles inter-
sects with the other related issues
like child labour, child marriage
etc. She discussed the importance
of placing the child at the centre
stage of the juvenile justice sys-
tem and advocated how the legal
systems should ultimately work
for the protection of the best in-
terests of the children.

Guest of Honor, Justice Ali
Mohammad Magray, empha-
sized that there is no duty more
important than protection of the
child rights as children consti-
tute the soul of the nation. He
deliberated upon the processes
and procedures of the juvenile
justice system in India and high-
lighted some of the practical
problems that show up during
the negotiation of juvenile cases.
He laid stress on the working of
a harmonious relationship be-
tween the police and the youth

Haryana To Give Exemption
In Electricity Duty For 20
Years To Industries

CHANDIGARH: Haryana Deputy
Chief Minister Dushyant Chau-
tala has said that the state gov-
ernment has decided to give
exemption in electricity-duty
for 20 years under "Haryana
Enterprises and Employment
Policy -2020" (HEEP) to attract
more industries in the state.
According to an official re-
lease, earlier this exemption
was applicable only for 10 years,
he added. Apart from this, those
industries which will employ
local youth will get a subsidy
of 48,000 per employee per
year for seven years, he added.
"Special measures are be-
ing taken in the direction of
providing benefits to investors
by giving them 100 percent
investment subsidy in lieu of
State Goods and Services Tax.
The State Government has also
planned to give special exemp-
tion in this policy to the in-
dustries for the management
of residues of paddy straw and

other crops so that along with
being self-reliant in terms of
electricity the country and state
itself will be pollution-free. The
draft of HEEP has been finalized
and will soon be implemented
in the state,” Mr Chautala was
quoted as saying.

Mr Chautala, who also holds
the portfolio of Industries and
Commerce and Labour and Em-
ployment Departments said this
while presiding over a meeting
regarding "Haryana Enterprises
and Employment Policy -2020"
with the concerned officers.

"In the "Haryana Enterprises
and Employment Policy - 2020"
prepared by the Industries and
Commerce Department, where
on one hand suggestions have
been taken from 151 industrial
associations of the country, on
the other, industrial policies of
other states like Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, Punjab, and
Rajasthan were also studied to
formulate the most apt policy
for Haryana. The draft policy
was uploaded into the public
domain for about a month so
that the stakeholders could
study it and give their sugges-
tions," Mr Chautala said.

Faraaz Khan Dies At 46

Bollywood actor Faraaz Khan,
passed away in Bengaluru on
Wednesday, November 4. He
was 46. Pooja Bhatt broke the
news on social media.

“With a heavy heart [ break
the news that #FaraazKhan has

left us for what I believe, is a
better place. Gratitude to all for
your help & good wishes when
he needed it most.

“Please keep his family in your
thoughts & prayers. The void he
has left behind will be impos-
sible to fill,” Bhatt's post read.

Bhatt had earlier urged
people to support Khan's treat-
ment. Responding to her call,
Bollywood powerhouse Salman
Khan cleared his medical bills.

Son of late Bollywood actor
Yusuf Khan, the Mehendi star
was admitted to Vikram Hospi-
tal in Bengaluru last month. He
had been suffering from a chest
infection.
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Top Court Upholds Disqualification Of Graduate Peon At Bank For Being Overqualified
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to accept the con-
tention that overqualification cannot
be a ground for disqualification as it
upheld an order of the Punjab Na-
tional Bank terminating the service of
a peon who had suppressed the fact
that he was a graduate.

The top court set aside two orders
of the Orissa High Court by which it
had asked the bank to allow the peon
to discharge his service, saying "a
candidate having suppressed the ma-
terial information and/or giving false
information cannot claim the right to
continuance in service".

A bench of justices Ashok Bhushan,
R Subhash Reddy and MR Shah al-
lowed the appeal filed by the bank,
noting that it had stated in its job ad-
vertisement that the applicant should
not be a graduate.

The court also observed that instead
of challenging the qualification crite-
ria, Amit Kumar Das had applied for
the job and hidden his qualification.

On the ground that Mr Das "de-

liberately, wilfully and intention-
ally suppressed the fact that he was
a graduate, the High Court has erred
in directing the appellant Bank to al-
low the respondent - original writ pe-
titioner - to discharge his duties as a
peon”, the court said.

Referring to an earlier verdict of the
top court, the bench said that the sup-
pression of material information and
making a false statement have a clear
bearing on the character and anteced-
ents of the employee in relation to his
continuance in service.

It said, "An employee is expected
to give correct information as to his
qualification. The original writ peti-
tioner failed to do so. He was, in fact,
overqualified and therefore ineligible
to apply for the job".

The top court said that another
righteous candidate has suffered due
to this mischievous act by Mr Das.

Mr Das relied on the top court's
verdict of 2000 and said that a higher
qualification cannot be a ground for
his disqualification from the job as

rightly held by the Orissa ngh Court.

The bench noted that the Bank
has invited the applications for the
post of peon by giving a newspaper
advertisement in which it was spe-
cifically mentioned that a candidate
should have passed 12th class or its
equivalent with basic reading/writing
knowledge of English and should not
be a graduate as on January 1, 2016.

It said that as per the eligibility cri-

teria mentioned in the advertisement,
a candidate with a graduate degree
was not eligible even to apply.

The bench said that Das applied for
the post of peon but in his applica-
tion/bio-data did not disclose that he
was a graduate degree holder since
2014 and only mentioned his qualifi-
cation as 12th pass.

It said looking at the nature of the
post of peon, a conscious decision was

taken by the bank providing eligibility
criteria/educational qualification that a
graduate candidate shall not be eligible
for the post of peon/subordinate staff.
The top court said that Das never
challenged the eligibility criteria/
educational qualification mentioned
in the advertisement and instead par-
ticipated in the recruitment process.
"Therefore, once having participat-
ed in the recruitment process as per
the advertisement, thereafter it is not
open for him to contend that acquisi-
tion of higher qualification cannot be
a disqualification and that too when
he never challenged the eligibility cri-
teria/educational qualification men-
tioned in the advertisement," it said.
The top court stated that it is for the
employer to determine and decide
the relevancy and suitability of the
qualifications for any post and it is not
for the courts to consider and assess.
"Greater latitude is permitted by
the courts for the employer to pre-
scribe qualifications for any post.
There is a rationale behind it.
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