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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Governance at Peoples’ Doorstep

Begins Today

02 -12 October, 2020

Manoj Sinha
Lieutenant Governor

A unique outreach initiative

JAn ABhiyAn
Awami Muhim

September 10-30, 2020

3 Week Pre-B2V3 PrOGrAMMe

COnCluDeD SuCCeSSfully

"Back to village is a unique and sincere  
effort of the government to reach the 
doorsteps of the people"

Officer to spend 3 days and 
2 nights in the Panchayat

Sports Activities,  
Distribution of Sports kits 

Distribution of Domicile & other certificates
Griha Pravesh of PMAy houses

Developmental works to be 
inaugurated, new works to be started

Gram Sabhas to meet and finalise 
developmental plan 

Pak Firing 
Kills 3 Soldiers
Observer Monitoring Desk 

SRINAGAR: At least three 
soldiers were killed and five 
others injured on Thursday 
as India and Pakistan troops 
traded heavy gunfire along 
the Line of Control (LoC) in 
Kupwara and Poonch dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir.

Two soldiers were killed and 
four others injured when Paki-
stani troops opened fire and re-
sorted to heavy shelling along 
the LoC in Naugam sector of 
the frontier Kupwara district on 
Thursday morning, officials said.

 “Pakistan initiated an un-
provoked ceasefire violation 
along the LoC in Naugam sec-
tor, Kupwara on Thursday 
morning by firing mortars 
and other weapons,” Srinagar-

based defence spokesperson 
Colonel Rajesh Kalia said.

He said two soldiers were 
killed and four sustained in-
juries in the firing from across 
the border.

“The injured personnel are 
being evacuated while a befit-
ting response is being given to 
the Pakistani firing,” he added.

Earlier, a soldier was killed 
and another injured in Cross-
LoC shelling in Krishna Ghati 
sector of the Poonch district.

The Pakistan Army initiated 
the unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tion by firing from small arms 
and intense shelling of mortars 
along the LoC in the Mankote 
and Krishna Ghati sectors on 
Wednesday night, a defence 
spokesperson said, adding that the 
Indian Army retaliated PAGE 02 

Decks Cleared for 850 MW Ratle Hydro Project
Rs 5300 crore project to be executed in Joint Venture mode between JKPDC and NHPC ; J&K’s 
equity of Rs 776 crores to be provided as grant from GoI

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: In a significant decision, 
the Public Investment Board (PIB), 
in the   Ministry of Finance, Govern-
ment of India has recommended 
that the 850 MW Ratle HEP be de-
veloped through a Joint Venture 
company (JVC) between the JK 
Power Development Corporation 
(JKPDC) and the National Hydro-
electric Power Corporation (NHPC).

The PIB has also recommended an 
investment approval for Rs 5281.94 
crore for the project including an  
Infusion of Equity of Rs. 808.14 

crore by NHPC in the Joint venture 
company. The equity contribution 
of JKPDC in the company pegged at  

Rs. 776.44 crore will be provided as 
grant from the Government of India.

The recommendations of the PIB 

will pave the way for final approval 
of the project and an early begin-
ning of work on the project. It may 
be recalled that 850 MW Ratle HEP 
was the first project in India which 
was awarded through tariff-based 
bidding. However, the project was 
stalled due to the unilateral with-
drawal by the erstwhile developer 
from the Project. All the clearances 
for the project are already in place 
and the project is expected to be 
completed within 36 months of the 
start of work.  The initiation of the 
project will be yet another step in 
adding to the revenues of PAGE 02

SC Directs Refund 
Of Flight Tickets 
Cancelled Due To 
Lockdown
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Thursday directed refund of air 
tickets, domestic and interna-
tional, for travel during the CO-
VID-19 lockdown period from 
March 25 to May 24 within three 
weeks from the date of the can-
cellation of flights.

Accepting the Centre's proposal, 
the top court directed that if the 
tickets have been booked through 
an agent for travel within the lock-
down period, in all such cases full 
refund shall be given by the air-
lines immediately and the amount 
shall be passed on immediately by 
the agent to the passengers.

It said: If on account of finan-
cial distress, any P-02

Ex-JK Bank 
Chairman Booked 
For Violating 
Tendering Norms
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) has registered a case 
against a private firm and three 
former bank officials, including 
then chairman Parvaiz Ahmad, 
on the allegations of causing Rs 
6.29 core loss to the bank by not 
following tendering rules. P-02

Covid-19 Claims 15 More 
Lives In J&K, Toll 1199

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: At least fifteen more 
people succumbed to Covid-19 
in Jammu and Kashmir on Thurs-
day, taking the number of fatali-
ties in the Union Territory since 
the pandemic outbreak to 1199.

While twelve more deaths were 
reported from Jammu division, 
three others were confirmed by 
officials from Kashmir Valley.

According to the officials, among 
the Covid-19 victims in Jammu di-
vision included a 70-year-old from 
Batehra Jammu, an PAGE 02

28 Security Men 
Among 1093 
More Positive

Jammu and Kashmir 
reported on Thursday 
1093 new cases of coro-

navirus, including P-02

More Than 10K 
Covid-19 Cases 
In CRPF

There have been over 
10,000 COVID-19 cases 
in the CRPF with an es-

timated recovery rate P-02

LOC FLARES UP

Army To Buy 10 Lakh Grenades 

The Indian Army will do away with its World War II 
vintage design hand grenade as the Defence Minis-
try has signed a Rs 409 crore contract for procure-

ment of new 10 lakh multi-mode hand grenades.
Providing further boost to the 'Make in India' initiative in 
the defence sector, the ministry's acquisition wing P-02
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“PAKISTAN INITIATED AN unprovoked 
ceasefire violation along the LoC in Naugam 
sector, Kupwara on Thursday morning by firing 

mortars and other weapons,” 

Former BMO 
Beerwah, 2 Other 
Officials Suspended

Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Thursday 
suspended former BMO 

Beerwah along with two 
other delinquent P-02

News Digest 
KEG Expresses Grief 
At Demise Of Reporter

Youth Prevented From 
Joining Militancy: Police 

3 Gamblers Arrested 
In Parimpora

LAWDA Demolishes 
Illegal Structures

Srinagar: Kashmir Editors Guild 
(KEG) has expressed shock over 
the sudden demise of a young 
reporter Javid Ahmad. Ahmad 
was associated with the daily 
‘Rising Kashmir’.
“The incident is not only tragic 
and shocking for the family of the 
young journalist but the P-02

Srinagar: A youth from Ganderbal 
district of Jammu and Kashmir, 
who was allegedly planning to join 
militancy, was apprehended and 
counselled before being handed 
over to his family, police said on 
Thursday. After receiving specific 
intelligence inputs about a youth 
planning to join militancy, P-02

Srinagar: Police on Thursday 
claimed to have arrested three 
gamblers in a raid in Parimpora 
area of the city outskirts.
Acting on an input, a police team 
carried out a raid at Khowjabagh 
Malura Bund and apprehended 
three gamblers, a police spokes-
person said. He said that P-02

Srinagar: The Lakes and Water-
ways Development Authority 
(LAWDA) on Thursday demolished 
several illegal structures during a 
drive in this capital city. According 
to an official spokesperson, LAW-
DA’s Enforcement Wing demolished 
several structures in Nowpora, 
Saderbal&Karpora P-02
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Pak Firing Kills 3 Soldiers...
in a befitting manner. Lance Naik Karnail Singh was killed in the firing 
from across the border, the spokesperson said.
According to reports, another jawan identified as Virender Singh was in-
jured in the firing in the Krishna Ghati sector and has been hospitalised.
Earlier, an Army personnel was killed and two others, including an 
officer, were injured in firing from across the border on September 5 
in the Sunderbani sector of Rajouri district, officials said.
On September 2, one JCO was killed in yet another cross-border firing 
incident in the Keri sector of Rajouri.  (With PTI inputs)

Army To Buy 10 Lakh Grenades... 
signed a contract with Nagpur-based Economic Explosive Ltd (Solar 
Group) for supply of the new grenades.
The multi-mode hand grenade has been designed by the Defence Re-
search and Development Organisation's Terminal Ballistic Research 
Laboratories (TBRL) and is being produced by EEL, Nagpur.
The grenades have a distinctive design, and can be used in both of-
fensive and defensive modes.
This is a flagship project showcasing public-private partnership un-
der the aegis of the DRDO and the Defence Ministry enabling "At-
maNirbharta" in cutting-edge ammunition technologies, with 100 
per cent indigenous content, the Ministry said.

Decks Cleared for 850 MW...
the UT from its abundant hydro resources.
It may be recalled that although a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
had been signed among J&K Power Development Department, J&K State 
Power Development Corporation Limited and NHPC Limited on 3rd Feb, 
2019, regarding the execution of the project in JV mode, yet the matter had 
remained pending for want of a final decsion on the mode of execution. 
The government of J&K had been consistently arguing for exceution of the 
work in the JV mode as agreed in the Feb 2019 MoU.
J&K has over 20,000 MW of hydro power potential, out of which 
16000 MW has been identified. With the PIB decision, J&K would 
have moved another step closer to harnessing nearly 2500 MW of this 
potential. While the 1000 MW Pakaldul project  and 624 MW Kiru are 
already under exceution by Chenab Valley Power Project Private Lim-
ited (CVPPL), a Joint Venture of JKSPDC, NHPC and PTC India limited, 
the 540 MW Kawar is likely to be taken up shortly.
Now that the decks have been cleared for the 850 MW Ratle proj-
ect too to come up after incorporation of Joint Venture company i.e 
Jammu Hydroelectric Power Corporation Limited, an additional 3000 
MW will be available to supplement the demand-supply position in 
J&K and boost the overall economy of the UT.

SC Directs Refund Of Flight...
airline/airlines are not able to refund then they shall provide credit 
shell, equal to the amount of fare collected, in the name of passenger 
when the booking is done either directly by the passenger or through 
travel agent so as to consume the same on or before March 31, 2021 .
It is open to passengers either to utilise such credit shell up to March 
31, 2021 on any route of choice or transfer the credit shell to any per-
son including the travel agent concerned, and the airlines shall hon-
our such a transfer, the top court said.
A bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and M R Shah 
said the suggestions and formulations arrived at the meeting held by 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MCA), Director General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA), which are acceptable to the majority of stakeholders have to 
be implemented in letter and spirit.
We also feel that such formulations are workable solutions in these 
peculiar circumstances which are prevailing in the country, the bench 
said, while passing a slew of directions for refund of air tickets to the 
hassled passengers, whose flights were cancelled due to the pandem-
ic induced lockdown.
The top court's verdict came on a batch of petitions, including by 
NGOs and passengers associations, seeking complete refund of ticket 
fare for the flights cancelled.
It said that the court cannot lose sight of the present situation prevail-
ing in the country and across the globe with regard to the effect of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and any strict enforcement action of Civil Avia-
tion Requirement (CAR) (aviation norms) against the airlines would 
further restrict their operations.
It cannot be disputed that the civil aviation sector, which is one of the 
important sectors, is seriously affected in view of the ban imposed for 
operating flights. Added to the same, air passenger traffic has come 
down heavily and which is gradually being restored, the top court said.
It added that any such enforcement action may further jeopardise the 
possibilities of generation of cash by airlines which can further ad-
versely affect/delay the refund cycle.
Strict enforcement of Civil Aviation Requirements at this moment may 
not yield any meaningful result for any stakeholder, the bench said.
It said that the passengers who booked tickets at any period of time but 
for travel after May 24, then the refund of fares to the passengers cov-
ered under this category shall be governed by the provisions of CAR.
Even for international travel, when the tickets have been booked on 
an Indian carrier and the booking is ex-India (flights originating from 
India), if the tickets have been booked during the lockdown period for 
travel within the lockdown period, immediate refund shall be made, 
the bench said in its order.
If the tickets are booked for international travel on a foreign carrier and 
the booking is ex-India during the lockdown period for travel within 
the lockdown period, full refund shall be given by the airlines and said 
amount shall be passed on immediately by the agent to the passengers, 
wherever such tickets are booked through agents, it added.
In all other cases airline shall refund the collected amount to the pas-
senger within a period of three weeks, the bench emphasised and 
added that the credit shell issued in the name of the passenger shall 
be transferable which can be utilized up to March 31, 2021 and the 
concerned airline shall honour such a transfer by devising a mecha-
nism to facilitate such a transfer.
It is also made clear that such a credit shell can be utilized by the 
concerned agent through whom the ticket is booked, for third party 
use. It is also made clear that even in cases where the credit shell is 
transferred to a third party; same is to be utilized only through the 
agent who has booked the ticket at the first instance, it directed.
Justice Reddy, who penned the verdict on behalf of the bench, said that 
in cases where passengers have purchased the ticket through an agent, 
and credit shell is issued in the name of passenger, such credit shell is to 
be utilized only through the agent who has booked the ticket.
It said that in cases where tickets are booked through agent and credit 
shell is issued in the name of the passenger remains unutilized till March 
31, 2021, then the refund of the fare collected shall be made to the same 
account from which account amount was received by the airline .
The bench said that in all cases where credit shell is issued there shall 
be an incentive to compensate the passenger from the date of cancella-
tion up to June 30, 2020 in which event the credit shell shall be enhanced 
by 0.5 per cent of the face value (the amount of fare collected) for every 
month or part thereof between the date of cancellation and June 30, 2020.

Ex-JK Bank Chairman Booked ...
"The ACB has registered an FIR against Sahil Vora and Rishabh Vora, 
directors, SILA Solutions Pvt Ltd, on the allegation that officials of J-K 
Bank awarded tenders of housekeeping to a Mumbai-based company 
by not following the proper tendering norms that led to the losses to 
the tune of Rs 6.29 crore to the bank from the date of award of con-
tract," an official spokesperson said.
In its FIR, the ACB has also named Surjeet Singh Seghal, the then ex-
ecutive president J-K Bank (now retired), Parvaiz Ahmad, the then 
chairman of J&K Bank (now retired), Feroz Ahmad, the then assistant 
vice president, he said.
The spokesperson said the case pertains to allotment of tenders for 
housekeeping of off site ATMs to SILA Solutions by not following 
proper tendering norms as provided the contract to the said firm de-
spite not falling into the criteria of any such allotment.
"Earlier, a verification was conducted by the Anti Corruption Bureau 
into the matter wherein it was revealed that J-K Bank with headquar-
ters at Srinagar came out with a pan-India tender for housekeeping 
services in 2015.
"J-K Bank officials in contravention of tender conditions negotiated 
the rates with SILA Solutions and the company was awarded the 
tender in gross violation of the General Financial Rules (GFR)," the 

spokesperson said.
The contract of SILA Solutions, amongst other conditions, included 
ATM cleaning and deployment of janitors. 
"The additional management fee awarded to SILA Solutions by J-K 
Bank was not part of the original tender. The loss on the account of 
the tender has worked out to be over Rs 6 crores. The loss is likely to 
go up as the investigation progresses," he added.
The spokesperson said in this connection, ACB Srinagar conducted 
searches on September 17 at the residential house of Feroz Ahmad, 
the then assistant vice president J-K Bank, in Kathidarwaza area of the 
city and recovered incriminating documents

Former BMO Beerwah, 2 Other...
officials, pending enquiry into their conduct in connection with a case 
registered by the vigilance organization Kashmir, now Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau, in 2014.
The suspension order has been issued with immediate effect in terms 
of Rule 31 of Jammu & Kashmir Civil Services (Classification, Control 
& Appeal) Rules 1956, reads a government order issued here, reported 
news agency GNS.
Besides the then BMO Beerwah Dr. Fayaz Ahmad Banday, the other 
officials suspended include Mushtaq Ahmad Parray, the then Junior 
Assistant (Cashier), Medical Block, Beerwah presently posted at Med-
ical Block Khansahib and Zahoor Ahmad Banday, the then Pharmacist, 
SDH, Beerwah, presently posted at Medical Block Soibugh, Budgam.

Covid-19 Claims 15 More Lives...
82-year-old from Talab Tillo, a 78-year-old man from Nanak Nagar, a 
53-year-old from Sainik Colony Jammu, a 78-year-old man from Doda 
town, a 61-year-old man from Shiva area of Doda and a 65-year-old 
woman from Surankote Poonch.
In Valley, two among the three victims of the deadly infection were 
from Budgam and another from Anantnag.
With these deaths, officials said, 1199 people have succumbed to the 
virus in Jammu and Kashmir so far—844 from the Valley and 355 from 
Jammu division.
Srinagar district with 292 deaths tops the list followed by Jammu (192), 
Baramulla (124), Budgam (84), Pulwama (69), Kupwara (67), Anantnag 
(66), Kulgam (43), Bandipora(37), Shopian (32), Rajouri (32), Ganderbal 
(29), Doda (31), Kathua (22), Samba (21), Udhampur (18), Poonch (16), 
Ramban (10), Kishtwar(7) and Reasi (6). (With GNS inputs)

28 Security Men Among 1093...
28 army and paramilitary men besides fifteen travelers, taking the 
number of people infected by the virus in the Union Territory to 76163.
Of these cases, officials said 692 were from Jammu Division and 401 
from Kashmir Valley.
Giving district wise details, they said, Srinagar reported 164, Budgam 
54, Baramulla 39, Pulwama 25,Anantnag 16, Bandipora 34, Kupwara 
27, Ganderbal 27, Kulgam 13, Shopian 2, Jammu 490, Rajouri 39, Ud-
hampur 20, Kathua 16, Doda 22, Samba 20, Poonch 14, Ramban 22 
and Kishtwar 49.
Among them, many cases were confirmed at CD and SKIMS Soura di-
agnostic laboratories including 15 from BB Cantt Srinagar, seven BSF 
personnel, six CRPF men, 03 minors and one doctor.
Moreover, officials said, 1680 more COVID-19 patients have recovered 
and were discharged from various hospitals— 1071 from Jammu Divi-
sion and 609 from Kashmir Valley. 

More Than 10K Covid-19 Cases...
of 85 per cent, the chief of the country's largest paramilitary force, A 
P Maheshwari, said on Friday.
He said the force is undertaking various measures to ensure that its 
troops remain fit and have high immunity levels to combat diseases 
such as COVID-19.
"We have had over 10,000 coronavirus cases in our force, but most 
people have recovered. The recovery rate is about 80-85 per cent.
"Conducting a running event like this during the times of COVID-19 is 
to underline the fact that we need to boost our immunity and enhance 
physical capability to combat diseases like the coronavirus while follow-
ing medical protocols such as wearing face masks and ensuring physical 

distancing," the CRPF director general told reporters at the closing event 
of the "Fit India Freedom Run" at Vijay Chowk in the national capital.
CRPF spokesperson Deputy Inspector General Moses Dhinakaran said 
the force personnel deployed across the country have collectively 
walked and run about 1.5 crore kms as part of the fitness initiative 
that was launched on August 15.
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) officials, sportspersons including 
the first Arjuna award recipient of the country G S Randhawa, Olympian 
Sushil Kumar, weightlifter Kunjarani Devi and others took part in a run 
from Vijay Chowk to India Gate in central Delhi to mark the occasion.
The CRPF, with about 3.25 lakh personnel in its ranks, is the mainstay 
for anti-Naxal operations in the country and counter-terrorist opera-
tions in the Kashmir valley.
According to latest data, 58 personnel of the force have succumbed 
to the coronavirus.

KEG Expresses Grief At Demise...
entire media fraternity in Kashmir is pained at his sudden demise”, 
KEG said in a condolence message.
KEG has expressed solidarity with the family members of the young 
journalist saying the editors body shares their pain and agony equally.
According to reports Javed suffered a massive heart attack near Hy-
derbeigh Pattan while travelling to Srinagar from Baramulla in the 
morning. Though he was shifted to a nearby trauma hospital but he 
was declared as brought dead.
Javed Ahmad hails from Watergam area of Rafiabad and had recently 
got married as well.

Youth Prevented From Joining...
police in Ganderbal district in Central Kashmir apprehended him and 
he was put to a brief questioning, a police official said.
During the questioning and upon verifying his social media outlook 
especially on WhatsApp and Telegram, the official said, it transpired 
that 22-year-old Umar Nazir Sheikh was in constant touch with some 
suspects in Bandipora and Pulwama and had developed an inclina-
tion to join militancy.
The youth was properly counselled by Ganderbal SSP Khalil Ahmad 
Poswal and other experts in presence of his parents and was later 
handed over to his parent, the official said.
He said Sheikh's parents expressed their gratitude to the police for 
this gesture and thanked them 'for saving their beloved one early be-
fore his life gets ruined'.
The SSP said several anti-national elements and operatives from 
across the border have been preying upon gullible Kashmiri youths 
on various social media platforms and enticing them to join militancy 
which needs to be curbed.
Poswal said parents should also come forward and report any such 
activity of their wards so that they are mainstreamed through con-
certed counselling by experts. PTI

3 Gamblers Arrested In...
besides playing cards and three mobile phones, an amount of Rs 
15300 were recovered from the spot.
The police spokesperson said that all the accused have been shifted to 
Police Station Parimpora.
“Accordingly, a case under relevant sections of law has been regis-
tered in Police Station Parimpora and investigation has been initi-
ated,” he added.

LAWDA Demolishes Illegal...
which were raised by some violators taking the undue advantage of Covid-19.
“On the occasion the Enforcement Officer said strict action shall be 
taken against those found indulging in any sort of illegal construc-
tions/encroachments in LDA jurisdiction,” he said.
According to the official spokesperson, the Enforcement Officer 
also impressed that no construction activity within 200 meters 
from the lake and the other restrictions imposed under Mas-
ter Plan should come up and the violators shall be dealt-with 
strictly under the law. 
“He further added that the public residing within the LDA jurisdiction are 
hereby directed not to go for any sort of illegal constructions,” he added.

'Back to Village' Phase-III To Bring 
Mega Dev Push for Rural J&K: LG

Observer News Service 

SRINAGAR: Asserting that the 
third phase of back to village 
programme was aimed to bring a 
mega development push for rural 
Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on Thurs-
day asked the officers to use the 
opportunity to connect with the 
people and serve them to the best

Sinha made these remarks 
during a meeting he convened 
with all the Deputy Commis-
sioners and Police Superinten-
dents through video conferenc-
ing, a day before the launch of 
the B2V3 programme, an official 
spokesperson said. 

The LG, he said invited innova-
tive ideas & suggestions from all 
stakeholders and asked the of-
ficers to apply them to provide 
best services to the people.

“Give 100% for Equity, Growth 
and Inclusion in J&K villages, use 
B2V3 Jan Abhiyan opportunity 
to connect with the people and 
serve them to the best. Back to 
Village programme is not for one 
person, Panchayat or District, but 
for the whole UT and everyone 
should come forward to own it 
and play their important role to 
uplift the socio-economic condi-
tion of rural J&K,” the LG, as per 
official spokesperson said.

He said that the LG also di-
rected the officers to fully utilize 

various communication tools to 
spread massive awareness about 
the programme so that it can 
reach the maximum population.

“Real-time feedback should 
be recorded by visiting officers 
regarding reach of various gov-
ernment services, status of 100 
% saturation of different social 
security and individual benefi-
ciary oriented schemes and ana-
lyzed report shall be submitted 
on the same, the Lt Governor 
maintained,” the official spokes-
person said. 

He added that the LG said that 
special focus should be laid on 
coverage of beneficiaries under 
different scholarship schemes, 
Adhaar seeding of Ration cards, 
works under MGNREGA, distri-
bution of Sports kits, installation 
of two dustbins in every Pan-
chayat for solid and liquid waste 
management, water conserva-
tion and identification of at least 
two young entrepreneurs, road 
connectivity, power and water 
supply, he added.

“Agriculture Officers should 
remain updated for all the Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes for 
farmers, especially nine major 
initiatives for farmers, includ-
ing use of Micro irrigation, 
identifying high-density apple 
orchards and others, he added. 
He directed for sensitization of 
all visiting officers so that they 

can aware the farmers regarding 
the same,” Sinha, as per official 
spokesperson said.

While observing the public re-
sponse of Jan Abhiyan and Block 
Diwas achievements, the official 
spokesperson said that the LG 
enquired about the major de-
mands and issues of the people 
raised during the programme. 

“He also informed all DCs 
and SPs that like Jan Abhiyan, 
Back to Village 3 will also be 
monitored very closely at High 
level to assess the ground level 
situation in the UT,” the official 
spokesperson said.

“He lauded the significant 
achievements made during Jan 
Abhiyan held across the UT. It 
was informed that 150212 par-
ticipants attended the two Block 
Diwas under Jan Abhiyan. A total 
of 24313 grievances were re-
ceived out of which 11271 were 
disposed of on the spot and rest 
were directed for speedy dis-
posal. 15583 revenue papers 
and 3956 Universal Health cards 
were issued besides other im-
portant certificates during the 
two Block Diwas,” he added. 

According to the official spokes-
person, Sinha suggested that 
three to four Sub-division level 
headquarters be identified as a 
regular feature in all districts for 
easy reach of the public to ad-
ministration and advised for club-

bing two, three or more blocks for 
mega blocks level events. 

“He issued directions to the 
DCs, ADCs, SSPs, ASPs and other 
senior officers of the Districts to 
remain present at all Sub-Division 
Headquarters in every District on 
a rotational basis from 10 am to 
4 pm every Wednesday, with of-
ficers and representatives of dif-
ferent line departments,” he said.

The LG, he said further direct-
ed that every visiting officer shall 
apprise the people of respective 
panchayats about the availability 
of funds in the Panchayats and 
works should be done priority 
wise and on merit. 

“He directed that works to be 
undertaken should be identified 
by the Gram Sabhas and officers 
should act as facilitators in iden-
tifying them,” the official spokes-
person said.

“Congratulating the Depart-
ment of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj for publishing 
“Panchayat Letter”, the LG direct-
ed for distribution of the same 
based on area wise language 
preferably, out of the five official 
languages of the UT,” he added.

The official spokesperson 
further said that the LG also di-
rected the DCs to lays special 
focus on awareness on Do’s and 
Don’ts of COVID-19 during B2V3 
and ensure adherence to all CO-
VID-19 related guidelines.

Indian, Chinese Army Working To 
Schedule Next Round Of Talks: MEA

Press Trust Of India 

NEW DELHI: The Indian and 
Chinese army are working to 
schedule their seventh round 
of talks to take steps towards 
"early and complete" disen-
gagement of troops along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 
eastern Ladakh in accordance 
with the existing bilateral 
agreement and protocols, the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said on Thursday.

The comments by the 
spokesperson of the MEA 
came a day after the two 
countries held another round 
of diplomatic talks under the 
framework of the Working 
Mechanism for Consultation 
and Coordination (WMCC) 
on border affairs to resolve 
the five-month-long military 
standoff in eastern Ladakh.

The two sides have already 
held a series of diplomatic and 
military talks to defuse the 
standoff but no concrete break-
through has been achieved yet.

The sixth round of Corps 
commander-level talks was 
held on September 21 follow-
ing which they announced a 
slew of decisions including 
not to send more troops to the 
frontline, refrain from unilater-
ally changing the situation on 
the ground and avoid taking 
any actions that may further 

complicate matters.
The military talks were 

held with a specific agenda of 
drawing a roadmap to imple-
ment the five-point agreement 
reached between External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar and 
his Chinese counterpart Wang 
Yi at a meeting in Moscow on 
September 10 on the sidelines 
of a Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation(SCO) meet.

"As agreed in the last se-
nior commanders' meeting, 
the two sides are now work-
ing to schedule the seventh 
round of the meeting so that 
both sides can work towards 
early and complete disen-
gagement of the troops along 
the LAC in accordance with 
the existing bilateral agree-
ment and protocols, and fully 
restore peace and tranquil-
ity," Srivastava said.

On Wednesday's diplomatic 
talks, he said the two sides 
were of the view that it was 
necessary to implement the 
steps outlined in the last meet-
ing of the senior commanders 
so as to avoid misunderstand-
ings and to maintain stability 
on the ground.

The MEA spokesperson said 
the two sides reviewed the sit-
uation along the LAC and had 
detailed discussions over it, 
besides reviewing the outcome 
of the sixth round of military 

talks which took place on Sep-
tember 21.

"As I had noted last week 
that the meeting had resulted 
in a joint press release and 
two sides had agreed on some 
steps to ensure stability on 
the ground even as they work 
towards complete disengage-
ment in all friction areas," said 
Srivastava.

The agreement reached at 
the Jaishankar-Wang meeting 
included measures like quick 
disengagement of troops, 
avoiding action that could es-
calate tensions, adherence to 
all agreements and protocols 
on border management and 
steps to restore peace along 
the LAC.

Meanwhile, Jaishankar on 
Thursday greeted his Chinese 
counterpart Wang as well as 
the government and the people 
of China on the occasion of the 
71st anniversary of the found-
ing of the country.

"Extend my felicitations to 
State Councilor & FM Wang Yi 
and the Government and People 
of PRC on the 71st anniversary of 
the founding of People's Repub-
lic of China," Jaishankar tweeted.

On October 1, 1949, Chair-
man Mao Zedong proclaimed 
the founding of the People's 
Republic of China after Com-
munist forces won a 20-year 
civil war.

5% Interest Subvention For 
Borrowers: Govt 
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir government on Thursday evening 
accorded formal sanction for interest subvention of 5% in case of 
all borrowers, excluding borrowers under KCC, ACC, Loan against 
deposits, Loans under personal segments, NBFCs for a period of six 
months w.e.f 1st April, 2020 announced 
by the Government for Relief and Revival of Business Sector. 
According to an order issued by Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Financial 
Commissioner, Finance Department the benefit shall be available to 
those borrowers whose accounts were standard on 31-07-2019 or 
31-03-2020 whichever is applicable. 
The J&K Bank (Convenor UTLBC) shall provide list of all such 
borrowers. Money shall be transferred in DST mode and modalities 
for release of interest subvention shall be communicated by the J&K 
Bank (Convenor UTLBC) within a weeks’ time.

Onus On Pakistan To Create Normal Ties: India
NEW DELHI: India on Thurs-
day said it desires to have nor-
mal neighbourly relations with 
Pakistan in an atmosphere free 
of terror, hostility and violence 
and the onus is on Islamabad to 
create such an environment.

External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson AnuragSrivastava 
said India's efforts to step up 
engagement with the countries 
of the region are reflection of its 
'Neighbourhood First policy'.

"This is certainly a reflection 
of our Neighbourhood First 
policy, wherein the government 

is committed to developing 
friendly and mutually beneficial 
relations with our neighbours," 
he said at a media briefing.

He said India's engagement 
with these countries is based on 
a consultative, non-reciprocal 
and outcome oriented approach.

Srivastava was replying to a 
question on India's renewed ef-
forts in the last few months to fur-
ther expand ties with Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, the Maldives and sev-
eral other countries of the region.

"We have a large development 
cooperation footprint in these 

countries and we are engaged in 
several projects for greater con-
nectivity, improved infrastruc-
ture and broader people-to-peo-
ple contacts," he said.

On Pakistan, he said the onus 
is on Islamabad to create an en-
vironment for normal ties.

"As regards Pakistan, the 
government has conveyed that 
it desires normal neighbourly 
relations with Pakistan in an at-
mosphere free from terror, hos-
tility and violence. The onus is 
on Pakistan for creating such an 
environment," he said.

Pakistan ex-PM Sharif Accuses 
Army Of Political Interference
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's ailing for-
mer prime minister Nawaz Sharif 
on Thursday accused the country's 
powerful military of political in-
terference, saying in a televised 
speech from exile in London that 
the military had rigged the 2018 
vote that brought the country's 
current prime minister to power.

The 70-year-old Sharif has had 
a long uneasy relationship with 
the military, with Thursday's ti-
rade the latest confrontation.

"I will never reconcile with 
those who violate the constitu-

tion by indulging in politics, Shar-
if said, listing off ways he said the 
2018 was rigged to bring Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to power. 
He said interfering in politics in 
uniform amounts to treason un-
der the country's constitution. 
His allegations sparked an angry 
response from Khan, who in his 
own televised remarks on Thurs-
day said Sharif was playing a very 
dangerous game by humiliating 
the military and intelligence ser-
vices. He dismissed the allegations 
of rigged elections as baseless.
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SRINAGAR MUNICPAL CORPORATION.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER LEFT RIVER WORKS DIVISION

TENDER NOTICE INVITING E- TENDERS     
Short term NIET NO: 20 e-Tendering/2020-21                      Dated: 28-09-2020

For and on behalf of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation, e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors for the following work:-
S. No. Name of work Est. Cost

(In Lacs)
Cost of Tender 
Document
(Non-
refundable)

Earnest 
money

Time of 
Completion in 
days/ Weeks

Class of 
Contract
(Civil)

Head of Account

1 Barricading of Damaged Foot 
Bridge at Flood channel Mehjoor 
Nagar Srinagar

1.16 200 2320 05 days strictlyDEE Approval under 
process

 
1 Publish date 28-09-2020    06:00 PM
2 Document download 29-09-2020    10:00AM    To        06-10-2020  04:00PM
3 Bid submission/uploading  date 01-10-2020    06:00PM    To         06-10-2020  04:00PM
4 Bid Opening  date 07-10-2020    02:00 PM
5 Submission of hardcopy for successful bidder 08-10-2020  upto 4.00 PM

Other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates 
given below:-

Note: The intended bidders have to deposit the tender fee in the Municipal Account No: 0216010200000007 payable 
at J&K Bank Brach Balgarden, before uploading of their bids and scanned copy of the same (with NIET No & Serial no. 
mentioned) to be uploaded along with all other documents prescribed in the NIET while uploading their bids and also 
upload the CDR,Bank Receipt.

No: SMC/EELRWD/1697-1706                                                            Executive Engineer,
Dated:20-09-2020                                                                            Left River Works Division,    
  DIPK-NB-2688/20  Srinagar Municipal Corporation.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MUFFASIL R&B DIVISION, BUDGAM

 NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NIT No:  105/MDB/ 6082-6102  of 2020-21   DATED:30.09.2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K (Union Territory), e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost
(Rs. In Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(In Rs)

E/M
(in Rs.)

Time Class of
Contractor

Major Head 
of Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9
1 Repairement/Re-Construction of drain near Graveyard 

Yagipora at Ward No: 01 MC Magam
0.90 Lacs 200/- 1800/- 10 days DEE UDS

2 Construction of lane/Drain from H/O Ashiq Hussain Mir 
and Mohammad Ashraf Mir via H/O Nasir Ahmad Mir to 
Kul at Jamia Mohalla Ward No: 5 at Magam

1.28 Lacs 200/- 2560/- 10 days DEE UDS

3 Construction of RCC culvert from Foot path of Back side 
Court complex to Land of Manzoor Ahmad Mir at Jamia 
Mohalla Ward No: 05 MC Magam

1.40 Lacs 200/- 2800/- 10 days DEE UDS

(i) Position of AAA: - Accorded            (ii) Position of funds: Available
1.  The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and con-
ditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 30.09.2020 4.00 PM
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 30.09.2020  from 4.00 PM.
3 Bid submission Start Date 30.09.2020  from 4.00 PM.
4 Bid Submission End Date 08.10.2020 upto 4.00 P.M
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 09.10.2020 at 11.00 A.M in the office of Executive 

Engineer Muffasil R&B Division Budgam
Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/Demand Draft in favour of Executive Engineer Muffasil R&B Division 
Budgam(tender inviting authority) and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer Muffasil R&B Division Budgam 
(tender receiving authority).
1. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an 
e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer Muffasil 
R&B Division Budgam (tender receiving authority).
2. The earnest money in favour of unsuccessful bidder shall be released only after submission of Treasury Challan
3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids
4. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:- 
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the 
bid. 
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit. 
c. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract. 

Sd-
No:6082-6102  DIPK-6650/20  Executive Engineer,
Date:30.09.2020        Muffasil (R&B) Division, Budgam.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  ENGINEER,
  IRRIGATION  DIVISION  SHOPIAN

CORRIGENDUM

Subject  :E-NIT Sl. No: (33) for the year 2020-21

Reference :This office E-NIT No: 2690-2712 dated: 21-09-2020

Please read the description of the item No 01 of BOQ of Enit 33 figuring at S.no 02 on NIT  (amount of work Rs. 2.95 lacs) 

“Earth work in bulk excavation by mechanical means (hydraulic excavator) over areas (exceeding 30 cm in depth, 1.5 m in width as well 
as 10 m2 on plan) including disposal of excavated earth lead upto 50 meters and lift upto 1.5 m, as directed by Engineer-in-Charge. All 
kinds of soil ”
INSTEAD OF
“Earth work in excavation by manual means in trenches for foundations, drains, pipes, cables etc. (not exceeding 1.5 min width) and 
for shafts, wells, cesspits and the like not exceeding 10 sqm on plan, including dressing of sides andramming of bottoms lift upto 1.5 m, 
including getting out excavated earth and disposal of surplus excavated earth asdirected: (All kinds of soil)”and work figuring at S. No 
07 of the said E-NIT has been cancelled due to error on its BOQ.  

All other terms and conditions shall remain the same as laid down in the afore mentioned E-NIT.
No. SID/2902-2929
Dated: 30-09-2020

Executive Engineer,
Irrigation Division Shopian.

DIPK-6630/20

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT 
REGIONAL TRANSPORT 

OFFICER ANANTNAG

No.ARTO/ANG/PUB 101/1963              Date:-01/10/020

NOTICE
Whereas joint application has 
been received by this office 
from Mr.Mohd Amin Magray 

S/O Ghulam Qadir Magray R/O Naibasti Anantnag(Party No.1st) 
as Transferor, (Seller) Owner of the Vehicle M/C  Bearing Regd. 
No.JK03E-2120(Commercial/ Non-Commercial) covering un-
der R/P No.Nill. and Mr.Mudasir Shamim S/O Shamus ud din 
R/O Brain Dangerpora Nishat Sgr.(Party No.2nd) as Transferee 
(Purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above 
noted Vehicle from party No 1st and 2nd. And Cancellation of 
hire purchase agreement with N/A.Before the case is disposed 
off on its merit, anybody have any objection regarding the pro-
posed transfer Amy file his objection within( 7) days from the 
publication of this notice to the office of the undersigned. No 
any representation / objection shall be entertained after stipu-
lated period.

Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer Anantnag

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT 
REGIONAL TRANSPORT 

OFFICER ANANTNAG

No.ARTO/ANG/PUB 101/1963                Date:-01/10/020

NOTICE
Whereas joint application 
has been received by this of-
fice from Mr.Ghulam Nabi 

Bhat S/O Lassi Bhat R/O Salia Anantnag(Party No.1st) as Trans-
feror, (Seller) Owner of the Vehicle Bearing Regd. No.JK03E-
7608(Commercial/ Non-Commercial) covering under R/P 
No.Nill. and Mr.Farooq Ahmad Boked S/O Haji Noorani Boked 
R/O Ganie Gund Salia Anantnag(Party No.2nd) as Transferee 
(Purchaser) requesting for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above 
noted Vehicle from party No 1st and 2nd. And Cancellation of 
hire purchase agreement with JK Bank Salia Anantnag.Before 
the case is disposed off on its merit, anybody have any objec-
tion regarding the proposed transfer Amy file his objection 
within( 7) days from the publication of this notice to the office 
of the undersigned. No any representation / objection shall be 
entertained after stipulated period. 

Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer Anantnag

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT 
REGIONAL TRANSPORT 

OFFICER ANANTNAG

No.101/1962/MVD/ANG                       Date:-01/10/020

NOTICE
Whereas joint application has 
been received by this office from 
Mr. Mohd Amin Bhat S/O Gh 

Qadir Bhat R/O Nipora Anantnag(Party No.1st) as Transferor, 
(Seller) Owner of the Vehicle Santroo Bearing Regd. No.JK03B-
4115(Commercial/ Non-Commercial) covering under R/P No.Nill. 
and Mr.Gh Mohi ud din Bhat S/O Gh Mohd Bhat R/O Bilal Colony 
Paibugh Anantnag(Party No.2nd) as Transferee (Purchaser) re-
questing for transfer of R/C & R/P of the above noted Vehicle from 
party No 1st and 2nd. And Cancellation of hire purchase agree-
ment with JK Bank Salia Anantnag.Before the case is disposed off 
on its merit, anybody have any objection regarding the proposed 
transfer Amy file his objection within( 7) days from the publica-
tion of this notice to the office of the undersigned. No any repre-
sentation / objection shall be entertained after stipulated period. 

Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer AnantnagMJA

MJA MJA

Scan the QR Code to 
participate in the quiz 
on Mahatma Gandhi 

and Lal Bahadur Shastri 

on their birth anniversary

Revered Bapu’s life reminds us to ensure 
that our every action should be such that 
it leads to the well-being of the poor and 
deprived. Likewise, Shastri Ji’s life imparts 
to us the message of humility and simplicity.
- Narendra Modi
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HC Miffed Over ‘Unnecessary Delays’ Caused By Govt Counsel  
Orders Personal Appearance Of Com Sec JSD, Asks CS To Take Note  
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court has ordered personal 
appearance of Commissioner Secre-
tary to Jal Shakti Department even 
as pulled up government counsel 
for causing “unnecessary delays”.  

“The respondents (officials) have 
neither filed the reply nor are they 
represented before us,” a bench of 
Chief Justice Gita Mittal and Justice 
Puneet Gupta said while an applica-
tion filed in PIL regarding conserva-

tion and preservation of Dal Lake.
“Let the Commissioner / Sec-

retary to Government, Jal Shakti 
Department of J&K, remain pres-
ent in person on the next date of 
hearing,” the court said, adding, 
“We may note that despite service 
of advance notices / copies of the 
petitions, counsels appearing for 
the official respondents are never 
prepared to make submissions in 
opposition, resulting in completely 

unnecessary delays.”
The court said that it appears that 

no effort is made to obtain instruc-
tions from Government departments 
to assist the Court on the first date of 
hearing and it is taken for granted that 
notices would be issued in a routine.

“No effort is made to oppose the 
matter. As a result, interim orders 
which have serious repercussions 
(for instance stays of land acquisi-
tion for large infrastructure proj-

ects; stay of selection processes 
which have been conducted after  
following long procedures; stays 
of transfers and posting orders; 
interim protection to encroachers 
amongst others) results,” the court 
said, adding, “We find that these 
cases remain pending for decades. 
As a result illegalities are perpetu-
ated for decade’s together having 
the heavy burden on the public in-
terest as well as public exchequer.”

The court said that the service of ad-
vance copy before filing means that a 
counsel representing the opposite side 
is well prepared to assist the Court.

“This is the practice followed in oth-
er courts. Let a copy of this order be 
served upon the Chief Secretary and 
the Secretary, Law Department, to en-
sure that henceforth, a more efficient 
practice in the interest of government 
is adopted,” the court said and posted 
the case on October 22. (GNS) 

Journalist Javid Ahmad 
Dies Of Heart Attack
SRINAGAR: Journalist Javid 
Ahmad, who was working as a 
correspondent with daily Rising 
Kashmir, died of heart attack 
while on way to Srinagar from 
north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict on Thursday. The demise 
has been widely condoled.  

A resident of Watergam Ra-
fiabad, the journalist was on his 
way to Srinagar in a passenger 
vehicle when he suddenly fell un-
conscious after suffering a heart 
attack in Pattan. He was shifted to 
a nearby hospital where doctors 
pronounced him dead on arrival.

Govt Announces 2 New 
Schemes For Artisans
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government on 
Thursday announced 2 new 
schemes for artisans to pro-
vide fillip to the famed handi-
crafts and handloom sector in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a first, the government to-
day announced a new financial 
support scheme for cooperatives 
and self-help groups (SHGs) reg-
istered in the handicrafts and 
handloom department under 
the J&K Self Reliant Coopera-
tive Act, 1999 by replacement of 
the existing Managerial Subsidy 

Scheme, an official spokesper-
son said Thursday. 

Under the scheme, he said 
each cooperatives/ SHG shall be 
provided a one-time financial 
support of Rs.1lakh in two equal 
installments of Rs 50, 000/- each. 

“The funds shall be trans-
ferred to the beneficiary Co-
operative/ SHG through DBT 
mode only. An annual target 
of 2000 Cooperatives/ SHGs 
has been fixed for implemen-
tation in both rural and urban 
areas of the Union Territory,” 
the official spokesperson said.   

ICICI Bank Limited 
is an Indian 
multinational bank
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Mehbooba Mufti’s 
detention

Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the centre and 
J&K government how long it wished to keep the 
former J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti in 
custody. The observation was made while hear-

ing the petition of Mehbooba’s daughter Iltija Mufti that 
challenges the former Chief Minister's detention under 
the stringent Public Safety Act (PSA). Mehbooba along 
with other political leaders was taken into custody on 
August 5, 2019 when the centre repealed Article 370 that 
granted J&K autonomy under India’s constitution. But 
while other leaders including Dr Farooq Abdullah and 
his son Omar Abdullah, both former J&K Chief Min-
isters, have since been released, Mehbooba not only 
continues to be under detention but has also the PSA 
slapped against her to perpetuate her incarceration.

Supreme Court has asked the government that pri-
ma facie it had “exceeded the maximum period of deten-
tion” for Mehbooba. However, the reality is that there is 
still no indication that Mehbooba is going to be released 
anytime soon. Her release will depend on how the court 
disposes of the case in a future hearing.

Besides political leaders, there were civil society ac-
tivists and hundreds of youth who were part of over 13000 
detentions made in the wake of August 5 move. A large 
number of them have since been released. But many who 
have not been have also filed their petitions with the 
courts. Their cases are yet to be disposed of leading the 
High Court Bar Association to raise this issue in a letter 
written in June to Chief Justice of India S ABobde.  

According to Bar Association, 99 per cent of the habe-
as corpus petitions filed with the J&K High Court since 
the scrapping of Article 370 in August last year have re-
mained pending. The letter reveals that “since 6th of Au-
gust, 2019, more than 600 habeas corpus petitions have 
been filed before the Hon’ble High Court of Union Terri-
tory of J&K at Srinagar and till date not even 1 per cent 
of such cases have been decided”.  The bar association 
has also said that it had approached High Court Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal with their concerns, but no concrete 
steps were taken.

The past year, however, has been tough on both the 
people and the institutions of J&K. Due to a stringent 
security lockdown and snapping of all means of commu-
nications, even High Court could not function properly. 
Things became worse when post-Article 370 lockdown 
was followed by Covid-19 lockdown that brought the 
economy and the government to a stop.  But with econ-
omy incrementally re-opening, things can be hoped to 
get back to normal in near future. There is hope that not 
only the habeas corpus petitions in the High Court will 
be disposed of soon but there will also be a decision on 
Mehbooba’s continued detention.

O T H E R  O P I N O N

Impunity in Hathras

T
he gangrape and maiming of a 19-year-old woman 
from the Dalit community in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, 
ended on Tuesday night with her death, and a hasty, 
lonely cremation in the dead of the night. It was a 

crime that stands out for being enabled by many inequalities 
and injustices. The most striking is the caste privilege that 
allows upper-caste men entitlement, with apparent impunity, 
over the bodies of Dalits. (The accused are from a Thakur fam-
ily with a record of caste violence against the victim’s family). 
It is one more example of the epidemic of sexual violence that 
regularly crushes Indian women and girls. UP police officials 
stand accused of cremating the woman, without allowing a 
last glimpse to the grieving parents and without their con-
sent. To be able to inflict so much cruelty takes insensitivity, 
of course, but it is also a function of a reflex, honed over years, 
to bend to entrenched systems of power.

The Uttar Pradesh police, in the last few years, has con-
sistently chipped away at its facade of being a professional 
police force. In the service of “a tough administration” and 
a “nationalist” macho government, it has crossed several red 
lines. Extra-judicial killings are projected and celebrated as 
justice, despite reprimands from the Supreme Court — and 
no police officer is held accountable. As an investigation in 
this paper has shown, the National Security Act (NSA) is used 
recklessly in cases of cow slaughter — often a dog whistle in 
heartland politics against the minorities — and also to book 
those protesting against the Citizenship Amendment Act. The 
crackdown against protestors during the anti-CAA protests, 
their naming and shaming through posters in public places, 
were all giveaways of a police force ready to use a heavy hand 
to serve a partisan agenda.

In a democracy, the state is granted the monopoly of 
violence, but, in turn, it is bound to fairness, justice and 
due process for all — and not just the few. But lawkeepers, 
unless held accountable to law, remain a weapon in the 
hands of the powerful. The Hathras incident underlines 
that the all-powerful UP policeman, impatient with the 
checks of procedure and law, stands against the vulner-
able and powerless. The UP police has often justified its 
excesses in the name of maintaining law and order; it must 
ask itself what law was protected by violating the sanctity 
of a 19-year-old girl’s last rites.

Indian Express 

T
he Hathrasgangrape incident 
took the internet by storm and 
netizens were demanding that 
the culprits should be brought 

to Justice and strictly penalized. This 
is a legitimate call. But in this entire 
hue and cry, many, including high 
class celebrities crossed the line and 
disclosed the identity of victim. 

These celebrities who have a 
great following on social media used a 
Hashtag which disclosed the name of 
the victim and this criminal hashtag 
was obviously set to become a trend. 
Some of them even shared pictures of 
the victim without blurring it. This 
was another illegal and worrisome in-
stance incidental to this rape case and 
equally shocking and condemnable. 

The point of law on the issue is well 
settled by statutory declarations and 
the judicial pronouncements. By and 
large, they place an absolute bar on 
any kind of identity disclosure of rape 
victim in the public domain. The act of 
disclosing the identity of rape victim 
constitutes an offense and is punish-
able under Section 228A of Indian Pe-
nal Code (I.P.C). Section 228A of I.P.C 
is clear and unambiguous — the con-
sequence of breach of it is inescapable 
and the question whether the disclo-
sure was intended, bonafide or without 
knowledge of law has no relevance. 

Supreme Court, in the NipunSax-
ena Case had declared,"No person can 
print or publish in print, electronic, 
social media, etc. the name of the 

victim or even in a remote manner 
disclose any facts which can lead to 
the victim being identified and which 
should make her identity known to 
the public at large. Where the victim 
is dead or of unsound mind the name 
of victim or her identity should not be 
disclosed even under the authoriza-
tion of the next of the kin, unless cir-
cumstances justifying the disclosure 
of her identity exist, which shall be 
decided by the competent authority."

This law has a social objective of 
preventing social victimization or os-
tracisation of the victim or her family. 
It needs to be understood that it is not 
mandatory to use the name of victim 
as a symbol for protest or to arouse 
public opinion and sentiment against 

heinous sexual offenses. 
Furthermore for the efficient im-

plementation of any law and to avoid 
repercussions of lawlessness, the 
awareness of laws in public becomes 
sine qua non. Mere publication of laws 
in official gazette will definitely not 
suffice. There should be legal aware-
ness programmes conducted on a 
large scale by governmental and non-
governmental organisations through-
out the country so as to have an effec-
tive check and permanent control on 
such mass violation of laws.

....
RaqeenUl Hassan 

raqeebulhassan11@gmail.com
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................

         MAIL YOUR LETTERS
P.O. Box # 337, GPO, Srinagar-190 001
email: editor@kashmirobserver.net

OBSERVER MAIL All letters intended for publication must include the writer’s name and address, even if a pseudonym is used. Letters are edited as clarity, space
and accuracy of expression require. Our publishing a letter does not mean we agree with everything or even anything in it. -EDITOR

VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Disclosing Identity of a Rape Victim 

View from the Foyer

Encounter Killings
T

his week saw the death of 
both a soldier and a mili-
tant in Pulwama, which 
has somehow become syn-

onymous with killings. It began 
with news about the presence of mil-
itants in Kamrazipora, which led 
the forces to scout the area. An ex-
change of fire ensued, in which the 
soldier, SowarJilajeet Singh Yadav, 
lost his life. But a militant was also 
killed in the encounter. Search oper-
ations in the fruit orchard in which 
the militants hid, continued for the 
next few days. Colonel Rajesh Kalia, 
the Indian Army’s Public Relations 
Officer, told journalists that an AK 
47 rifle, grenades, pouches and other 
ammunition were recovered during 
the search. 

The incident reminded me of 
what happened in Srinagar on 1st 
July, when a 60-year-old man who 
was driving with his four-year-old 
grandson was pulled out of his car 
and shot dead, allegedly by secu-
rity forces. We who securely live 
in mainland India were moved to 
tears by images of the little boy 
innocently sitting on his grandfa-
ther’s corpse, which went viral on 
social media. How long will such 
atrocities go on in Jammu& Kash-
mir, we asked ourselves.

Just a week before the Ju-
lyincident, a 62-year-old father 
and his 32-year-old son in Tamil 
Nadu were arrested, tortured and 
brutally killed in custody by po-
licemen for keeping their mobile 
store open well beyond the stipu-
lated hours during the coronavi-
rus lockdown. However, in this 
case a Tamil Nadu court held the 
cops guilty on the basis of autopsy 
reports, and ordered their arrest. 
Later, the Madurai bench of the 
Madras High Court asked the CBI 
to investigate the case. Only last 
week, we heard that the CBI has 
charge-sheeted the nine police-
men guilty of the heinous crime. 
They have been booked for mur-
der, criminal conspiracy and de-
struction of evidence. 

The way I see it, it is one set 
of rules that prevails in Jammu & 
Kashmir, and another in the rest 
of India.The difference of course is 
that in Tamil Nadu it was the po-
lice who were the culprits, while 

in Srinagar it isoften the army. 
Now the army, as everyone 

knows, enjoys impunity under 
theArmed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA).According to this 
act, no soldier can be tried for any-
thing without the express sanc-
tion of the home ministry. And 
soldiers are blue-eyed boys of the 
home ministry.

News channels that favour 
the government always claim 
that civilians aren’t killed by the 
army but by militants; they are-
frequently killed in the crossfire 
that occurs when militants attack 
soldiers. However, many of us 
think otherwise. It isn’t unusual 
for the government to invariably 
put the blame on militants and 
Naxalites,whether in Jammu and 
Kashmir or elsewhere.Besides, 
militants, to the government’s 
way of thinking, are outlaws. If 
they kill, they are only acting in 
character. Soldiers, on the other 
hand, aren’t outlaws. They are 
supposed to safeguard our lives.

The army has a dubious track 

record when it comes to opening 
fire on civilians. Only last month, 
they beat up two journalists, again 
in Pulwama. One of them, Faisal 
Bashir, was a freelance journalist, 
while the other, Kamran Yousuf, 
was a photo-journalist employed by 
a news portal. Yousuf’s camera, it is 
said, was damaged in the scuffle. 

A human rights violation is a 
human rights violation, regardless 
of who commits it. It thus comes as 
a welcome change when we hear 
that the army has finally initiated 
disciplinary action against its 
soldiers for firing upon and kill-
ing three civilians in the name of 
encounters in Shopian district on 
18 July, a little over a fortnight 
after the Srinagar incident.  The 
civilians were casual labourers 

from Rajouri in their twenties; 
they had gone to Shopian two days 
earlier. The army admitted for the 
first time that in killing the young 
men, its troops “exceeded” powers 
vested in them by the Armed Forc-
es Special Powers Act. It is hoped 
that such punitive action taken by 
the army will serve as a deterrent 
to trigger-happy men in uniform 
in the future. 

I have friends in Jammu & 
Kashmir who have been victims 
of the army’s brutality.There are 
instances when soldiers have ac-
tually entered and killed civilians 
in their own homes!Bollywood 
films like Uri: The Surgical Strike 
have valorised and glamorized 
the army more than is required, 
and have prevented us from see-
ing that army men may have their 
dark side too. 

It is about time that the govern-
ment takes a fresh look at AFSPA and 
reviews its validity. A law that gives 
soldiers unregulated power to shoot 
and kill with impunity, all in the 
name of “aiding civil power” violates 

the Fundamental Rights granted to 
citizens by Article 19 of the Constitu-
tion. It is also contrary to the spirit of 
the welfare state. Soldiers must not 
get away with the impression that 
they have the licence to rape, torture 
and kill civilians without the fear of 
being court-martialled. Unfortunate-
ly, they have been doing this for de-
cades in all the so-called “troubled” 
regions of the country. 

Dr. R. Raj Rao is an internationally 
known Indian English novelist, 

poet and critic. He was Professor 
and Head of the Department of 

English at the University of Pune in 
Maharashtra. He has also been a 

Visiting Professor at universities in 
Canada and Germany

R. Raj Rao

News channels 
that favour the 

government always 
claim that civilians 
aren’t killed by the 
army but by militants; 
they are frequently 
killed in the crossfire 
that occurs when 
militants attack 
soldiers. However, 
many of us think 
otherwise.

A human rights violation is a human rights 
violation, regardless of who commits it. Thus, it  

comes as a welcome change when we hear that the 
army has finally initiated disciplinary action 
against its soldiers for firing upon and killing three 
civilians in the name of encounters in Shopian
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Valuing Reflection in 
Understanding Religious Texts

T
he tradition of transmitting the 
Word of God is a rigorous ex-
ercise throughout the Muslim 
world including Kashmir. Var-

ious mechanisms are followed in differ-
ent cultures to pass down the Sacred 
word to new generations. The exercise 
at every succeeding level becomes more 
nuanced and branches out further to 
include the study of allied subjects like 
Islamic Jurisprudence, detailed exege-
sis and Tassawuf studies. However, be-
ing the first encounter with the Sacred 
Word, elementary learning of Quran is 
of quintessential importance for chil-
dren and society at large as it sets the 
trajectory for their future relationship 
dynamic with religion. This calls for a 
very subtle, carefully planned teaching 
pedagogy and robust learning environ-
ment to foster critical thinking and 
deeper engagement which unfortunate-
ly is gravely missing in our context.  

In our Valley, transmitting down 
the Sacred Word at basic level has un-
dergone a sea of change over the past 
few decades. Traditionally, elementary 
Quranic teaching was a household ex-
ercise taken up by family elders which 
encapsulated perusing Kashmiri trans-
lations as well.  In past few decades 
the entire framework of dispensing 
the Quranic knowledge has undergone 
some major positive changes which 
have underlining sociological reasons.

 Over the years, Quranic teach-
ing wrested itself from the hegemonic 
clutches of few dominant groups who 
exercised exclusive control over its dis-
pensation. With the decentring of epis-
temological hegemony over the Word 
of God, Darsgahs now became primal 
centres for elementary teaching and 
learning of Quran. Today, preaching the 
Sacred Word is no longer a prerogative 
of dominant few groups and age barri-
ers on learning are also dwindling down. 
Nonetheless, the common thread that 
runs through these phases of teaching is 
impermeability to critical thinking and 
intolerance to questioning which is ei-
ther taken as a disregard for the sacred 

text or dismissed as weakness in faith.
Quranic teaching has become a ro-

bust and commonplace exercise with 
the establishment of study centres for 
Quranic learning which have diver-
sified it further with the inclusion of 
allied religious texts like Hadith and 
nuances like rules if recitation. Some 
schools have also redefined their curri-
cula and mandated teaching and mem-
orising of Quran, and allied subjects 
right from the elementary level. Inter-
net has further democratized preach-
ing practices. Yet despite all these well-
meant and informed transformations in 
teaching and learning dynamic, critical 
learning largely faces a dismissal. This 
partly entails from the fact that ques-
tioning and critical understanding is 
often dismissed as digression from Sa-
tan. In our common understanding, in 
darsgahs and other religious platforms, 
reflection and reasoning is almost pit-
ted against faith. Critical engagement 
which engenders a holistic relationship 
remains undervalued and the Prophetic 
teaching, “The cure for ignorance is to 
question”, unpractised.

Although well-meant, we inadver-
tently allow our reverence to morph 
into an insurmountable hindrance for 
children whose relationship with God’s 
word becomes shallow and dictated.  
Mumtaz Mufti, a prominent Pakistani 
writer’s personal observations in this 
case offer some prolific insights. He 
once noted in his renowned work Ta-
laash (The Search) that he always want-
ed to informalise his relationship with 
the Glorious Quran by, for example, 
keeping the Book by his bedside or on 
a regular table so that he could read it 
anytime. He wanted his relationship 
with the Sacred word to be intimate and 
more engaging rather than of hesitation 
and formalities. 

Mufti’s observations are not out of 
place for us even today. Our bond with 
the Holy book is of mere reverence and 
not of close engagement when it should 
be both. We recite and memorise it usu-
ally with an intent to find our way to 
Paradise which is but an incomplete ex-
ercise. The tradition of reflecting upon 
the Holy verses, posing questions and 
digging into answers is however miss-

ing. “Afala Taqi’lun”, Afala Tattafaqa-
run, as many times Quran invites us to 
reason and think rigorously, we prefer 
only to read rather than study it. Wrap-
ping it up in the fabrics of satin and silk 
finds more meaning with us than adopt-
ing an approach of reflection.

Also, isolated understanding of 
Quran and other religious texts is not 
free from fallibilities. Complementary 
and responsible reading of history, 
psychology, culture, developments in 
science is important to attain a more 
contextual and nuanced grasp over reli-
gious knowledge. This will also serve as 
a panacea to counter unhindered infor-
mation overload and fragmented treat-
ment meted out to religious texts that 
is a character of the present, networked 
societies. Imparting the spirit of ques-
tioning and reasoning to children in 
particular and every learner in general 
is indispensable to encouraging self-
research and hence the quest of finding 
answers. Bottling up doubts, or casting 
a cynical eye conversely, in the name 
of reverence or often goes into birthing 
passivity or faith crises specially for 
children as they grow up. 

Darsagahs, religious Islamic learn-
ing centres and schools in addition to 
disseminating religious education need 
to foster the atmosphere of critical in-
quiry for younger generations to become 
active contributors rather than passive 
adherents of a set of rules they don’t un-
derstand the true spirit of. Further, de-
bunking deep-seated colonial tropes that 
have tainted Muslims’ understanding of 
their own history and religious texts es-
sentially warrants this pedagogical ref-
ormation. Such reformation will resolve 
many issues that our society is facing in-
ternally and prepare it for various chal-
lenges coming from without. 

Ahymon Ayoub has completed her 
Masters  in Sociology from Kashmir 

University and is a freelance researcher 
interested in topics related to Islam and 

Women
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A
couple of years ago, when Coldplay’s Chris 
Martin was going through a divorce from 
the actress Gwyneth Paltrow and feeling 
down, a friend gave him a book to lift his 

spirits. It was a collection of poetry by Jalaluddin 
Rumi, the thirteenth-century Persian poet, translat-
ed by Coleman Barks. “It kind of changed my life,” 
Martin said later, in an interview. A track from Cold-
play’s most recent album features Barks reciting one 
of the poems: “This being human is a guest house / 
Every morning a new arrival / A joy, a depression, a 
meanness, / some momentary awareness comes / as 
an unexpected visitor.”

Rumi has helped the spiritual journeys of other 
celebrities—Madonna, Tilda Swinton—some of whom 
similarly incorporated his work into theirs. Apho-
risms attributed to Rumi circulate daily on social me-
dia, offering motivation. “If you are irritated by every 
rub, how will you ever get polished,” one of them goes. 
Or, “Every moment I shape my destiny with a chisel. 
I am a carpenter of my own soul.” Barks’s transla-
tions, in particular, are shared widely on the Internet; 
they are also the ones that line American bookstore 
shelves and are recited at weddings. Rumi is often de-
scribed as the best-selling poet in the United States. 
He is typically referred to as a mystic, a saint, a Sufi, 
an enlightened man. Curiously, however, although he 
was a lifelong scholar of the Koran and Islam, he is 
less frequently described as a Muslim.

The words that Martin featured on his album 
come from Rumi’s “Masnavi,” a six-book epic poem 
that he wrote toward the end of his life. Its fifty thou-
sand lines are mostly in Persian, but they are riddled 
with Arabic excerpts from Muslim scripture; the 
book frequently alludes to Koranic anecdotes that 
offer moral lessons. (The work, which some scholars 
consider unfinished, has been nicknamed the Persian 
Koran.) Fatemeh Keshavarz, a professor of Persian 
studies at the University of Maryland, told me that 
Rumi probably had the Koran memorized, given how 
often he drew from it in his poetry. Rumi himself de-
scribed the “Masnavi” as “the roots of the roots of the 
roots of religion”—meaning Islam—“and the explain-
er of the Koran.” And yet little trace of the religion ex-
ists in the translations that sell so well in the United 
States. “The Rumi that people love is very beautiful 
in English, and the price you pay is to cut the culture 
and religion,” Jawid Mojaddedi, a scholar of early Su-
fism at Rutgers, told me recently.

Rumi was born in the early thirteenth century, in 
what is now Afghanistan. He later settled in Konya, in 
present-day Turkey, with his family. His father was 
a preacher and religious scholar, and he introduced 
Rumi to Sufism. Rumi continued his theological 
education in Syria, where he studied the more tradi-
tional legal codes of Sunni Islam, and later returned 
to Konya as a seminary teacher. It was there that he 
met an elder traveller, Shams-i-Tabriz, who became 
his mentor. The nature of the intimate friendship be-
tween the two is much debated, but Shams, everyone 
agrees, had a lasting influence on Rumi’s religious 
practice and his poetry. In a new biography of Rumi, 
“Rumi’s Secret,” Brad Gooch describes how Shams 
pushed Rumi to question his scriptural education, 
debating Koranic passages with him and emphasiz-
ing the idea of devotion as finding oneness with God. 
Rumi would come to blend the intuitive love for God 
that he found in Sufism with the legal codes of Sun-
ni Islam and the mystical thought he learned from 
Shams.

This unusual tapestry of influences set Rumi 

apart from many of his contemporaries, Keshavarz 
told me. Still, Rumi built a large following in cosmo-
politan Konya, incorporating Sufis, Muslim literal-
ists and theologians, Christians, and Jews, as well 
as the local Sunni Seljuk rulers. In “Rumi’s Secret,” 
Gooch helpfully chronicles the political events and 
religious education that influenced Rumi. “Rumi 
was born into a religious family and followed the 
proscribed rules of daily prayer and fasting through-
out his entire life,” Gooch writes. Even in Gooch’s 
book, though, there is a tension between these facts 
and the desire to conclude that Rumi, in some sense, 
transcended his background—that, as Gooch puts it, 
he “made claims for a ‘religion of love’ that went be-
yond all organized faiths.” What can get lost in such 
readings is the extent to which Rumi’s Muslim teach-
ing shaped even those ideas. As Mojadeddi notes, the 
Koran acknowledges Christians and Jews as “people 
of the book,” offering a starting point toward univer-
salism. “The universality that many revere in Rumi 
today comes from his Muslim context.”

The erasure of Islam from Rumi’s poetry started 
long before Coldplay got involved. Omid Safi, a pro-
fessor of Middle Eastern and Islamic studies at Duke 
University, says that it was in the Victorian period 
that readers in the West began to uncouple mystical 
poetry from its Islamic roots. Translators and theo-
logians of the time could not reconcile their ideas 
about a “desert religion,” with its unusual moral 
and legal codes, and the work of poets like Rumi and 
Hafez. The explanation they settled on, Safi told me, 
was “that these people are mystical not because of 
Islam but in spite of it.” This was a time when Mus-
lims were singled out for legal discrimination—a law 
from 1790 curtailed the number of Muslims who could 
come into the United States, and a century later the 
U.S. Supreme Court described the “intense hostility 
of the people of Moslem faith to all other sects, and 
particularly to Christians.” In 1898, in the introduc-
tion to his translation of the “Masnavi,” Sir James 
Redhouse wrote, “The Masnavi addresses those who 
leave the world, try to know and be with God, efface 
their selves and devote themselves to spiritual con-
templation.” For those in the West, Rumi and Islam 
were separated.

In the twentieth century, a succession of promi-
nent translators—among them R. A. Nicholson, A. J. 
Arberry, and Annemarie Schimmel—strengthened 
Rumi’s presence in the English-language canon. But 
it’s Barks who vastly expanded Rumi’s readership. 
He is not a translator so much as an interpreter: he 
does not read or write Persian. Instead, he transforms 
nineteenth-century translations into American verse.

It’s verse of a very particular kind. Barks was 
born in 1937 and grew up in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
He received his Ph.D. in English literature and pub-
lished his first book of poetry, “The Juice,” in 1971. 
The first time he heard of Rumi was later that decade, 
when another poet, Robert Bly, handed him a copy of 
translations by Arberry and told him that they had 
to be “released from their cages”—that is, put into 
American free verse. (Bly, who has published poetry 
in The New Yorker for more than thirty years—and 

whose book “Iron John: A Book About Men,” from 
1990, greatly informed the modern men’s movement—
later translated some of Rumi’s poems himself.) 
Barks had never studied Islamic literature. But soon 
afterward, he told me recently, over the phone from 
his home in Georgia, he had a dream. In the dream, 
he was sleeping on a cliff near a river. A stranger ap-
peared in a circle of light and said, “I love you.” Barks 
had not seen this man before, but he met him the fol-
lowing year, at a Sufi order near Philadelphia. The 
man was the order’s leader. Barks began spending 
his afternoons studying and rephrasing the Victorian 
translations that Bly had given him. Since then, he 
has published more than a dozen Rumi books.

In our conversation, Barks described Rumi’s po-
etry as “the mystery of opening the heart,” a thing 
that, he told me, “you can’t say in language.” In order 
to get at that inexpressible thing, he has taken some 
liberties with Rumi’s work. For one thing, he has 
minimized references to Islam. Consider the famous 
poem “Like This.” Arberry translates one of its lines, 
rather faithfully, as “Whoever asks you about the 
Houris, show (your) face (and say) ‘Like this.’ ” Hou-
ris are virgins promised in Paradise in Islam. Barks 
avoids even the literal translation of that word; in his 
version, the line becomes, “If anyone asks you how 
the perfect satisfaction of all our sexual wanting will 
look, lift your face and say, Like this.” The religious 
context is gone. And yet, elsewhere in the same poem, 
Barks keeps references to Jesus and Joseph. When 
I asked him about this, he told me that he couldn’t 
recall if he had made a deliberate choice to remove 
Islamic references. “I was brought up Presbyterian,” 
he said. “I used to memorize Bible verses, and I know 
the New Testament more than I know the Koran.” He 
added, “The Koran is hard to read.”

Like many others, Omid Safi credits Barks with 
introducing Rumi to millions of readers in the Unit-
ed States; in morphing Rumi into American verse, 
Barks has dedicated considerable time and love to 
the poet’s works and life. And there are other ver-
sions of Rumi that are even further removed from 
the original—such as the New Age books by Deepak 
Chopra and Daniel Ladinsky which are marketed and 
sold as Rumi but bear little resemblance to the poet’s 
writing. Chopra, an author of spiritual works and an 
alternative-medicine enthusiast, admits that his po-
ems are not Rumi’s words. Rather, as he writes in the 
introduction to “The Love Poems of Rumi,” they are “ 
‘moods’ we have captured as certain phrases radiated 
from the original Farsi, giving life to a new creation 
but retaining the essence of its source.”

Discussing these New Age “translations,” Safi 
said, “I see a type of ‘spiritual colonialism’ at work 
here: bypassing, erasing, and occupying a spiritual 
landscape that has been lived and breathed and in-
ternalized by Muslims from Bosnia and Istanbul to 
Konya and Iran to Central and South Asia.” Extract-
ing the spiritual from the religious context has deep 
reverberations. Islam is regularly diagnosed as a 
“cancer,” including by General Michael Flynn, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s pick for national-security 
adviser, and, even today, policymakers suggest that 

non-Western and nonwhite groups have not contrib-
uted to civilization.

For his part, Barks sees religion as secondary 
to the essence of Rumi. “Religion is such a point of 
contention for the world,” he told me. “I got my truth 
and you got your truth—this is just absurd. We’re all 
in this together and I’m trying to open my heart, and 
Rumi’s poetry helps with that.” One might detect in 
this philosophy something of Rumi’s own approach 
to poetry: Rumi often amended texts from the Koran 
so that they would fit the lyrical rhyme and meter of 
the Persian verse. But while Rumi’s Persian readers 
would recognize the tactic, most American readers 
are unaware of the Islamic blueprint. Safi has com-
pared reading Rumi without the Koran to reading 
Milton without the Bible: even if Rumi was hetero-
dox, it’s important to recognize that he was heterodox 
in a Muslim context—and that Islamic culture, centu-
ries ago, had room for such heterodoxy. Rumi’s works 
are not just layered with religion; they represent the 
historical dynamism within Islamic scholarship.

Rumi used the Koran, Hadiths, and religion in 
an explorative way, often challenging conventional 
readings. One of Barks’s popular renditions goes 
like this: “Out beyond ideas of rightdoing and wrong-
doing, there is a field. / I will meet you there.” The 
original version makes no mention of “rightdoing” 
or “wrongdoing.” The words Rumi wrote were iman 
(“religion”) and kufr (“infidelity”). Imagine, then, a 
Muslim scholar saying that the basis of faith lies not 
in religious code but in an elevated space of compas-
sion and love. What we, and perhaps many Muslim 
clerics, might consider radical today is an interpreta-
tion that Rumi put forward more than seven hundred 
years ago.

Such readings were not entirely unique back 
then. Rumi’s works reflected a broader push and pull 
between religious spirituality and institutionalized 
faith—though with a wit that was unmatched. “His-
torically speaking, no text has shaped the imagina-
tion of Muslims—other than the Koran—as the poetry 
of Rumi and Hafez,” Safi said. This is why Rumi’s vo-
luminous writings, produced at a time when scribes 
had to copy works by hand, have survived.

“Language isn’t just a means of communication,” 
the writer and translator Sinan Antoon has said. “It’s 
a reservoir of memory, tradition, and heritage.” As 
conduits between two cultures, translators take on an 
inherently political project. They must figure out how 
to make, for instance, a thirteenth-century Persian 
poet comprehensible to a contemporary American 
audience. But they have a responsibility to remain 
true to the original work—an act that, in the case of 
Rumi, would help readers to recognize that a profes-
sor of Sharia could also write some of the world’s 
mostly widely read love poetry.

Jawid Mojaddedi is now in the midst of a years-
long project to translate all six books of the “Mas-
navi.” Three of them have been published; the fourth 
is due out this spring. His translations acknowledge 
the Islamic and Koranic texts in the original by using 
italics to denote whenever Rumi switches to Arabic. 
His books are also riddled with footnotes. Reading 
them requires some effort, and perhaps a desire to 
see beyond one’s preconceptions. That, after all, is the 
point of translation: to understand the foreign. As Ke-
shavarz put it, translation is a reminder that “every-
thing has a form, everything has culture and history. 
A Muslim can be like that, too.”

THE NEW YORKER 

Whitewashing Rumi 
Rozina Ali
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
European team arrives 
on fact-finding mission
Observer News Service

SRINAGAR - Top diplomats from four Europ¬ean Union (EU) 
countries, including the European Commission envoy in New 
Delhi, arrived here Monday on a fact-finding mission. The 
team led by EC ambassador Michel Caillouet met the leaders 
of All Parties Hurriyat Conference at their Rajbagh headquar-
ters soon after their arrival in the capital. The delegation is 
scheduled to have meetings with top government officials as 
well tommorrow.

The team includes ambassadors Guy Trouveroy of Belgium, 
Bernard de Monteferrand of France and Johaa Nordenfelt of 
Sweden. The delegation spent an hour and a half at the APHC 
headquarters where top leaden of the alliance including Chair-
man Prof Abdul Ghani, Syed Ali Geelani, Maulana Abbas Ansari 
and Sheikh Abdul Aziz were present. Emerging from the meeting 
EU ambassa¬dors ducked questions from reporters present there 
about the nature of discussions with the APHC leaders.When the 
French envoy Monteferrand was asked specifically whether they 
had brought a new proposal for solving the Kashmir issue,he 
parried the question and said the purpose of their visit was of the 
same nature as the previ¬ous ones. He said the Indian govern-
ment was aware of the purpose of their current visit.

Sources however said during the meeting the EU 
delega¬tion informed the APHC leaders that India and Pakistan 
were being persuaded to resume talks on Kashmir. The delega-
tion was keen for APHC to enter into a dialogue with New Delhi 
and wanted to know the reasons for Hurriyat’s reluctance 
for such their current visit. Sources however said during the 
meeting the EU delegation informed the APHC leaders that 
India and Pakistan were being persuaded to resume talks on 
Kashmir .The delegation was keen for APHC to I enter into a 
dialogue with New Delhi and wanted to know! The reasons for 
Hurriyat’s reluctance for such a move. I APHC leaders have 
reportedly outlined their posi¬tion and said that they were not 
against talks in principle but 1 insisted on purposeful and result 
oriented negotia¬tions. Prof Abdul Ghani later told reporters 
the discussion with the envoys focussed on the Kashmir issue 
but added they have their own ideas and we have our own. 
Mean¬while official sources said the government would brief 
them on J the current scenario in Kashmir, including the offer 
and I then withdrawal earlier this year of a ceasefire by the Hiz-
bul Mujahideen.The ambassadors also met Fazal Haq Qureshi 
who mediated in the talks between Hizb and the government 
recently.The delegation was briefed by the DG Police about the 
current situation in the state. 

Kashmir Observer, October 02, 2000

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 5: 05

ZUHR 12: 22

ASR 4:35

Magrib 6:21
ISHA 7:41

•	  939  - Battle at Andernach: King Otto & Hermann of Zwaben 
beat Eberhard of France & Giselbert of Lutherans

•	 976 -  Hisham II appointed kalief of Cordoba
•	 1949  - USSR recognizes People's Republic of China.
•	 1972  - Aeroflot Il-18 crashes near Black Sea resort of Sochi, 

kills 105
•	 1977  - Pakistani general Zia ul-Haq bans all opposition
•	 1980  - 38 year old Muhammad Ali comes out of 2-year retire-

ment to challenge undefeated world heavyweight champion 
Larry Holmes at Caesars Palace, Las Vegas; Ali pounded un-
mercifully for 10 rounds before corner throws in towel.

•	 1981 -  Ali Khamenei elected president of Iran
•	 1984  - 3 cosmonauts return after a record 237 days in orbit
•	 1986  - Sikhs attempt to assassinate Indian Prime Minister 

Rajiv Gandhi
•	 1990  - WW2 Allied nations cede any remaining rights as oc-

cupiers of Germany
•	 1990 -  Chinese plane explodes, about 100 die
•	 1994 -  Pakistan cricket batsmen Inzamam-ul-Haq & Mush-

taq Ahmed put on 57 runs in 8 overs for highest last-wicket 
partnership ever to win a Test, as the home team beats Aus-
tralia by 1 wicket in the 1st Test in Karachi.

•	 2001 -  NATO backs US military strikes, following 9/11
•	 2007 -  President Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea walks across 

the Military Demarcation Line into North Korea on his way to 
the second Inter-Korean Summit with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Il

•	 2009  - The International Olympic Committee votes to award 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil rights to host the 2016 Summer Olym-
pics and Paralympics

•	 2009  - The economic crisis in Ireland is considered to be the 
driving force behind the largest migration of Irish people to 
London in 20 years, it is reported today.

•	 2014 -  Siege of Syrian town Kobani and its surrounds by ISIS 
prompts 130,00 people to flee the area

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

 14 Safar
1442

Office of the Executive Engineer 
lake Division No. 1st .

J&K Lakes and Waterways 
Development Authority Srinagar

P U B L I C    N O T I C E
The public in general and Dal /Nigeen Dwellers in particular for whom plots are reserved/allotted 
by J&K LWDA w.e.f January 2017 in any Housing Colony at Srinagar and Rakh-i-Arth Housing Colony 
at Bemina Budgam are directed through the medium of this notice to submit original copies of 
reservation / allotments in the office of the undersigned within a period of 15 days from the date of 
publication of this notice in the print media. 

Any reservation/allotment produced/submitted after stipulated time shall be treated as invalid.
          
Sd/-
No.LD-I/4244-51
Dated:29.09.2020        Executive 

Engineer
        Lake 

Division No.1st
DIPK-NB-2698/20

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) LANDSCAPING 

DIVISION KMR. ENGINEERING COMPLEX, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR
FRESH TENDER NOTICE 

Fresh of NIT 40
NIT No.e-45/2020-21/LSD/Srinagar/Jammu  Dated:- 29/09/2020
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Per-
centage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Rail-
ways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. 
No

Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.
(Amt in 
Rs.)

E/M / Bid 
Security 
(Amt in Rs.)

Time T&D of 
Opening of 
tender 

Class Head of 
Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Face lifting by 

way of repairs, 
cleaning, washing 
and painting to 
existing grill fenc-
ing, tree guard 
and kerb stone 
from Tengpora 
Crossing to Bem-
ina Crossing via 
Mominaabad

Rs.5.923 
Lacs

Rs. 300/- Rs.11850/- 30 
Days

07.10.2020        
      at 
11.00AM

“CEE” 
&DEE class 
Contractor”

MH 3054 
M&R 
(Srinagar)

Position of Funds: -Available.
Administrative approval: -Accorded.
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Draw-
ings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.inas per schedule of date given 
below:- 

Date of issue of Tender Notice 29.09.2020
Period of downloading of bidding documents 29.09.2020 04.00 PM
Bid submission Start Date 29.09.2020 from  04.00 PM
Bid Submission End Date 06.10.2020 up to 06.00 PM
Deadline for receiving the Hard copy (Original 
e-challan or Treasury challan/receipt and EMD)

Hard copy to be submitted by the successful 
bidder (L1) only within seven days after Financial 
evaluation.

Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 07.10.2020at 11.00AM in the office of the 
Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping Division, 
Rajbagh, Srinagar

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan or Treasury 
challan/receipt (Non-refundable) and Earnest money /Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged 
to Executive Engineer R&B Landscaping Division, Rajbagh, Srinagar (Tender receiving authority). 
(The BG validity should be 45 days more than bid validity days)
2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in 
and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The 
bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive Engi-
neer R&B Landscaping Division, Rajbagh, Srinagar (Tender receiving authority)
3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening 
of bids.
50.The Employer can cancel the NIT/LOI/ALLOTMENT at any stage without any reason.
No: -LD/ 1839-44

Dated:-29-09-2020.                                                                               Sd/-  
Executive Engineer

DIPK-6620/20  R&B Landscaping Division,
Rajbagh, Srinagar

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

EXTENSION NOTICE 
It is notified for information of all the concerned that the last date for submission of 
online application forms alongwith deposition of application fee for admissions to various 
Post-Graduate and Lateral Entry Programmes advertised vide Admission Notification              
No. 1 of 2020 Dated: 21-08-2020 has been extended upto 15-10-2020. The candidates can 
apply online for the aforesaid academic programmes on the University Website at 
www.islamicuniversity.edu.in.  
All other Terms & Conditions including eligibility criteria for admission to the advertised 
programmes shall remain the same.  Queries, if any, can be made on (01933) 247252 & 
can also be mailed on admissions@islamicuniversity.edu.in    
No: IUST/Acad/Admissions/20/576                                                                                                              Sd/- 
Dated:  01-10-2020                                                                                              Deputy Registrar, Academics 

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
  

INTERVIEW NOTICE 
It is hereby notified for the information of all candidates who have been shortlisted for the 
post of Assistant Professor, Electronics & Communication Engineering vide Notice No. 
IUST/Reg/Adm/E/20/601 Dated: 07-08-2020 in response to Advertisement Notice No. 02 of 
2019 dated 20.02.2019, that the interview shall be held on 08-10-2020 (10.00 AM) in the 
University Campus, Awantipora. 
The provisional interview call letters to the shortlisted candidates are being sent on their 
respective Email Id’s and the candidates who do not receive the same shall treat this notice as 
provisional call to appear for the interview.  
Candidates are advised to report half an hour before the scheduled time at University Campus, 
Awantipora along with all documents in original. 
Candidates who reside outside the Union Territory of J&K and opts for virtual mode of 
interview are advised to communicate their option in advance by or before 06-10-2020 (upto 
4.00 PM). 
No TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the interview. 
No: IUST/Reg/Adm/E/20/656                                                                                                       Sd/- 
Dated: 01-10-2020                                                                                                                       Registrar 

Govt to allow local purchases in GeM
Local entrepreneurs, manufacturers, and suppliers to get preference
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 01: The Govern-
ment is allowing local purchases in GeM 
thereby increasing the marketability of 
goods and services provided by local units. 
The step will go a long way in boosting the 
local economy as local entrepreneurs, man-
ufacturers, and suppliers will get prefer-
ence, official spokesman said.

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha had 
directed for constitution of a committee to 
analyze the problems and for recommend-
ing measures for the relief and revival of the 
business sector in J&K after taking cogni-
zance of the issues raised by stakeholders of 

the local business sector in the region. The 
committee held consultations with the vari-
ous business organizations and subsequent-
ly, a mega relief and revival package of Rs 
1350 crore was announced to help the J&K 
business sector to tide over their problems.

One of the major demands that were 
put forth by the local industry was to allow 
purchases made from the local industry or 
waiver from Government e-Market Place 
(GEM).

Based on the recommendations of the 
Committee, the matter was taken up by the 
UT Government with the Union Govern-

ment, for adding a provision of the local 
filter in GeM portal, so that the supplies 
locally available within the UT could be 
procured from the local Suppliers through 
GeM. The Union Government today ap-
proved the proposal for provision of local 
filter for purchases on Government e-Mar-
ketplace (GeM) Portal for enabling local 
purchases.

The communication from the Finance 
Ministry, Government of India mentions 
that the proposal of GeM has been agreed to 
for one year to be used by buyers in appro-
priate circumstances after due justification 

and reasonability of rates.
The local industry also enjoys an advan-

tage regarding the ability to make timely 
supplies in areas where the terrain is tough 
and conditions become harsh at times due 
to weather or other logistic adversities.

Besides increasing the marketability 
of goods and services provided by local 
units, it will further boost the local econo-
my, as local sellers will get the preference. 
Moreover, it is going to address the long 
pending demand of entrepreneurs, manu-
facturers, and suppliers hailing from UT 
of J&K.

Tourist circuits to be a game 
changer in tourism sector: Sarmad
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 1: Secre-
tary Tourism and Culture, Sar-
mad Hafeez today said that in-
frastructure is quintessential for 
advancing tourism of any area. He 
maintained that every tourist as-
set should be an insignia of local 
culture and heritage.

He made these remarks 
while reviewing  the multi-crore 
tourism infrastructure projects 
taken up under the Prime Minis-
ter's Development Plan (PMDP).
These projects include develop-
ment of several tourism circuits 
across J&K.

Director Tourism, Nisar Ah-
mad Wani; Director Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums,  Munir-
ul-Islam; Director SKICC, Javid 
Bakshi, Director Planning Tour-
ism, Parvaiz Sajad Kakroo, CEOs 
of all the Tourism Developmental 
Authorities and representatives 
from R&B, JKPCC, LAWDA, J&K 
Housing Board and NBCC were 
present in the meeting.

The Commissioner Secretary 
impressed upon the officers that 
nobody is immune to account-
ability and it is our duty to accom-
plish the tasks given best from us. 

He urged them that such kinds of 
meetings are held to find solutions 
to problems instead of only dis-
cussing them.

Sarmad directed the execut-
ing agencies to be sensitive to 
the local needs of the place while 
formulating the DPR's of the proj-
ects. He impressed upon them 
to ensure all the infrastructure 
projects raised reflect aesthetic 
aspects in them. He asked them 
to be sensitive about the beauti-
fication  and development of sur-
roundings also as they act as eye 
sore if kept unaddressed.

CUK Holds Workshop for Police Personnel
Ganderbal: Department of Law, 
School of Legal Studies (SLS), 
Central University of Kashmir 
(CUK) through Legal Aid Clinic 
for Juveniles in Srinagar organ-
ised a one-day training work-
shop on “Juvenile Justice Sys-
tem in Jammu and Kashmir: 
Procedures and Practices - A 
Way Forward” in collaboration 
with UNICEF at Tulmulla cam-
pus on Wednesday.

The Legal Aid Clinic has 
been established under the 

patronage of the project “Ac-
cess to Justice” sponsored by 
the Department of Justice, 
Ministry of Law and Justice, 
Government of India. The 
workshop was inaugurated 
with a welcome address by 
Prof. Farooq Ahmad Mir, 
Head of the Department of 
Law and Dean of the School 
of Legal Studies.

Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Mehraj ud Din Mir, who 
chaired the session during 

the workshop highlighted 
the contributions of the De-
partment in organizing such 
events and appreciated the 
quality of academic activities 
at the School of Legal Studies. 
He focused on the institution 
of the family and stressed 
that delinquency in child-
hood becomes a sort of lad-
der which needs to be looked 
after. ‘Taking care of it at an 
early stage would prevent the 
rate of crime to shoot up.’

B2W perfect way to honour 
Father of the Nation: LG
SRINAGAR : Commencing of the 
third phase of the Back to Village 
programme across J&K is the per-
fect way to honour Father of the 
Nation on his birthday.

These were the remarks made 
by the Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha in his message on the occasion 
of Gandhi Jayanti. An apostle of peace 
and social service, Mahatma Gandhi’s 
contributions to the freedom struggle 
and promoting the rights and welfare 
of the oppressed sections of the society 
have unending imprints on the global 
history and would continue to inspire 
the generations to come.

Everyone must follow the path 

of Non-violence, Social justice, Equal-
ity, Upliftment of under-privileged sec-
tions of the society, Secular traditions 
and Brotherhood shown by the Father 
of the Nation for bringing an era of 
peace and development in the world.

Mahatma Gandhi advocated 
Panchayati Raj, a decentralized 
form of Government. Following the 
Gandhian ideas of Gram Swaraj and 
Panchayati Raj system, the J&K Gov-
ernment is making untiring efforts to 
reach out to the people and including 
all the stakeholders in the process of 
decision-making and public policy 
formulation to bring a positive social 
and political change in J&K.

Research Methodology Workshop Begins at CUK
Ganderbal : The 10-day re-
search methodology work-
shop for Research Scholars in 
Social Sciences’ organised by 
the School of Social Sciences, 
Central University of Kash-
mir (CUK) began from Thurs-
day at Green Campus here.

Faculty members and re-
search scholars from the three 
departments, Economics, 
Politics and Governance and 
Religious Studies were pres-
ent during the function, which 
was chaired by Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir.

Prof. Pulin Nayak from 
Delhi School of Economics 
joined online from New Delhi 
to deliver the special lecture.

Addressing the par-

ticipants, Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Mehraj ud Din, said 
the present world has found 
itself in a new reality which 
has changed the way of op-
erations at all levels and the 
same is true for Research 
Methodology. He stressed 
the need for adopting the 
interdisciplinary approach 
and said that there is no fun 
in simply getting a degree if 
the research is not used for 
the benefit of the society. 
Prof Mir said that "cut-paste" 
research has no relevance in 
present times and that there 
must be original contribu-
tion to knowledge. He also 
congratulated the organizers 
of the workshop.

Prof. Pulin Nayak’s lec-
ture focused mainly on in-
equality. He started his lecture 
with a brief outline of history 
of Economic thought starting 
with Adam Smith and David 
Ricardo and connected it to the 
burning issue of inequality. He 
said that inequality is not only 
an economic phenomenon, but 
is a socio-political phenom-
enon as well and it must be un-
derstood in a holistic manner. 
Stressing on the importance 
interdisciplinary approach in 
academics, Prof. Nayak said 
that the law and economics are 
more closely related. He also 
added that legal framework 
must be understood fully in 
order to make progress. 



Armenia vs Azerbaijan conflict
The Dispute Over The Nagorno-Karabakh 
Region Explained As Violence Continues

Friday|02-10-2020

DUBAI: A Saudi political prisoner and human 
rights activist is facing the very real and very grim 
prospect of death by beheading. What for? Partici-
pating in protests, "chanting slogans hostile to the 

I R A N  F M  I N  S Y R I A

Finlay GreiG 
The Scotsman

Baku: Fighting between Azer-
baijani and Armenian forces 
in the hotly disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh region shows no 
signs of abating.

Azerbaijani president has 
vowed to fight on, stating: 
“We only have one condition: 
Armenian armed forces must 
unconditionally, fully, and im-
mediately leave our lands.”

French President Em-
manuel Macron, meanwhile, 
has voiced concerns at the 
“extremely warlike messag-
es” coming from Azerbaijan 
ally Turkey.

Though internationally 
recognised as a part of Azer-
baijan, the region is controlled 
by ethnic Armenians and is re-
garded as one of Europe’s fro-
zen conflicts.

Nearly 100 people have 
died in three days of fighting 
including civilians.

This is the latest in a long 
line of conflicts which have 
plagued the disputed region, 
dating back to a bloody war in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s.

The last time fighting was 
this intense was in 2016 when 
over 200 were killed in clashes.

There are fears that the 
conflict could destabilise the 
region with Azerbaijan backed 
by Turkey and Russia a close 
ally of Armenia, though Rus-
sia have called for an immedi-
ate ceasefire.

Why are the two sides in conflict?
Both modern-day Arme-

nia and Azerbaijan became 
a part of the Soviet Union in 
the 1920s, and while Nagorno-
Karabakh was an Armenia 
controlled region, the Soviet 

Union handed powers to Azer-
baijan.

Over the following de-
cades, Armenians in the re-
gion consistently made calls 
for the mountainous area to be 
returned to Armenian control.

This came to a head in the 
1980s when the Soviet Union 
began to collapse and politi-
cians in the region voted to 
join Armenia.

A violent conflict ensued 
when both declared indepen-
dence from the Soviet Union in 
1988, with tens of thousands of 
casualties recorded and hun-
dreds of thousands displaced.

A ceasefire between the 
two countries was brokered by 
Russia in 1994, with Azerbaijan 
retaining control of the region.

Since then Nagorno-Kara-
bakh has largely been governed 
by Armenian separatists who 
declared the region a republic.

Suicide bomber kills 9 at 
checkpoint in south Afghanistan

Agencies

Kabul: An Afghan official says 
at least nine people includ-
ing four civilians were killed 
when a suicide car bomber at-
tacked a military checkpoint 
in southern Afghanistan.

Omer Zwak, a spokesman 
for the provincial governor in 
Helmand, said on Thursday a 
small child and three security 
personnel were wounded in 
the late Wednesday night at-
tack in Nahri Sarah district.

Zwak said civilians were 
in a vehicle passing by when 
the attacker targeted the 
checkpoint. Two women were 

among those killed.
No one immediately 

claimed responsibility for the 
attack, but Taliban insurgents 
are in control of most part of 
Helmand province.

The violence comes even 
as Taliban leaders and Afghan 
government-appointed negotia-
tors are holding historic peace 
talks in Qatar, a Mideast country 
where the Taliban set up a politi-
cal office after they were toppled 
from power in the 2001 US-led 
invasion of Afghanistan. The ne-
gotiations, which started earlier 
this month, are meant to end the 
fighting and establish a roadmap 
for a post-war society. —AP

...

Trump plans to slash refugee 
admissions to US to record low
Agencies

San Diego: The Trump admin-
istration has proposed further 
slashing the number of refu-
gees the United States accepts 
to a new record low in the com-
ing year.

In a notice sent to Congress 
late Wednesday, just 34 min-

utes before a statutory dead-
line to do so, the administra-
tion said it intended to admit a 
maximum of 15,000 refugees in 
the fiscal year 2021.

That’s 3,000 fewer than the 
18,000-ceiling the administra-
tion had set for the fiscal year 
2020, which expired at mid-
night Wednesday.

The proposal will now 
be reviewed by Congress, 
where there are strong ob-
jections to the cuts but law-
makers will be largely pow-
erless to force changes.

The more than 16.5 per 
cent reduction was announced 
shortly after President Donald 
Trump vilified refugees as an 
unwanted burden at a cam-
paign rally in Duluth, Minne-
sota, where he assailed his op-
ponent, former Vice President 
Joe Biden. He claimed Biden 
wants to flood the state with 
foreigners.

“Biden will turn Minne-
sota into a refugee camp, and 
he said that — overwhelming 
public resources, overcrowd-
ing schools and inundating 
hospitals. You know that. It’s 
already there. It’s a disgrace 
what they’ve done to your 
state,” Trump told supporters.

Trump froze refugee ad-

missions in March amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, citing a 
need to protect American jobs 
as fallout from the coronavirus 
crashed the economy.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said the administra-
tion is committed to the coun-
try’s history of leading the 
world in providing a safe place 
for refugees.

“We continue to be the sin-
gle greatest contributor to the 
relief of humanitarian crisis 
all around the world, and we 
will continue to do so,” Pom-
peo told reporters in Rome on 
the sidelines of a conference on 
religious freedom organised by 
the US Embassy.

“Certainly, so long as 
President Trump is in office, 
I can promise you this admin-
istration is deeply committed 
to that.” But advocates say the 
government’s actions do not 
show that.

‘Negotiators near compromise 
over interpretation of Islam’
Agencies

ISLAMABAD: The Afghan 
government and Taliban nego-
tiators are nearing a compro-
mise on a key sticking point 
that has stalled peace talks 
in Doha, Abdullah Abdullah, 
chairman of Afghanistan’s 
High Council for National Rec-
onciliation that is overseeing 
Kabul’s peace push, said in an 
interview. After several small-
group meetings, the issue had 
been resolved “to a large ex-
tent”, he added.

Talks started in the Qatari 
capital on Sept 12, but an opti-
mistic beginning was marred 
by ongoing violence and dis-
cussions got bogged down by 
disagreements over which in-
terpretation of Islam should 
be used to frame laws in a post-
conflict Afghanistan.

The Taliban, who are Sunni 
hardliners, had insisted on strict 
adherence to the Hanafi school 
of Sunni Islamic jurisprudence, 
but government negotiators 
worried this could be used to dis-
criminate against the predomi-
nantly Shia Hazara community 
and other religious minorities.

Both sides have provisional-
ly agreed “to recognise the prin-
cipal issue of Hanafi’s role with-
out any discrimination to Shia 
communities or minorities, so ... 
the compromise is around that,” 
Mr Abdullah said.

Resolution of the issue 
means one less obstacle as 
negotiators try to draw up an 
agenda for talks, which could 
take years to complete.

Another stumbling block 
has emerged: the extent to 

which the Taliban recognise 
the legitimacy of the Kabul gov-
ernment under a future deal.

The insurgents have al-
ways insisted President Ashraf 
Ghani’s government is a US-
enabled “puppet” regime. In the 
deal the Taliban cut with Wash-
ington in February, they did not 
have to recognise Kabul.

Similarly, the Taliban now 
want any future peace deal to 
exclude overt references to 
the government and instead to 
frame the agreement as some 
sort of “intra-Afghan” accord.

Without providing details, 
Mr Abdullah said the two sides 
appeared to have made prog-
ress on the issue.

He said after a slow start, 
the negotiating teams were now 
“getting along quite well and 
this latest impasse, hopefully 
we will overcome it soon.”

Agencies

WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden 
return to the campaign trail on 
Wednesday after a chaotic de-
bate that allowed the 77-year-
old Democratic candidate to 
rebuff Republican claims that 
he doesn’t have the stamina for 
the White House job.

Snap polls on the debate 
performances of the presiden-
tial candidates leaned towards 
Biden, who withstood a bar-
rage of barbs from the 74-year-
old Trump while delivering 
some of his own.

A CBS sampling of 1,039 
likely voters who watched the 
televised debate held in Cleve-
land, Ohio, had Biden edging 
Trump by 48 percent to 41 per-
cent — a margin similar to that 
of the national polls heading 
into the November 3 election.

But the overall winner — 
or loser in the case — was the 
69 percent of those surveyed 
who said the unruly shoutfest 
simply left them “annoyed.” “A 
hot mess inside a dumpster fire 
inside a trainwreck,” said CNN 
host Jake Tapper, an assess-
ment shared by many viewers 
and analysts. “That was the 

worst debate I have ever seen. 
“It was a disgrace and it’s pri-
marily because of President 
Trump,” Tapper said.

Trump spent much of the 
time interrupting Biden, ac-
cusing him of being controlled 
by the “radical left” and trying 
to get under his skin with com-
ments about his son Hunter’s 
past business affairs.

Trump had insinuated 
ahead of the debate that Biden 
is too old for the job and his 
mental faculties have been di-
minished by age.

An exasperated Biden 
variously described Trump 
as a “clown,” a “fool,” a “liar” 
and “Putin’s puppy” while tell-
ing him at one point to “shut 
up, man.” But the former vice 
president mostly kept his com-
posure and went toe-to-toe with 
Trump for the full 90 minutes, 
attacking his handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic, race 
relations and the economy.

“Much of the tone for this 
debate was driven by Donald 
Trump’s strategy to rattle Joe 
Biden with constant interrup-
tions, taunting, and name-call-
ing,” said Mitchell McKinney, 
a communications professor at 
the University of Missouri.

Chaotic debate leaves 
America dispirited

N E W S  M A K E R S

Yemeni Court Sentences 
Saudi Rulers, Trump to Death

A 
court in Yemen’s 
northwestern province 
of Sa’ada province has 
handed down death 

penalties to 10 people, including 
the Saudi king and the US presi-
dent, over their involvement in 
the massacre of dozens of Yemeni 
students two years ago.

The Specialized First In-
stance Criminal Court on Tues-
day sentenced the defendants to 
death in absentia after finding 
them guilty of complicity in the 
Saudi-led airstrike on a bus car-
rying Yemeni schoolchildren 
in August 2018, Yemen’s Saba 
news agency reported.

The school bus came under 
attack by Saudi-led warplanes 
in a market in the town of Da-
hyan in Sa’ada. At least 50 civil-
ians, mainly school kids, were 
killed and nearly 80 others were 
injured.

UN says Saudi attack on 
Yemeni school bus ‘tragic, un-

justifiable’
UN says Saudi attack on 

Yemeni school bus ‘tragic, un-
justifiable’

The UN says there is no jus-
tification for Saudi Arabia

Among the convicts are 

Saudi King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud, Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, Yemen’s 
former Riyadh-allied president 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and 
US President Donald Trump.

The lists also includes Sau-
di Prince Turki bin Bandar bin 
Mohammed bin Abdurahman 

Al Saud, former US secretary 
of defense James Mattis and 
other former American and Ye-
meni officials.

According to the ruling issued 
in the session presided over by 
the court Chief Judge Riyadh al-

Ruzami, the convicts are obliged 
to pay a fine of 10 billion dollars to 
the families of the victims.

Saudi Arabia launched 
a devastating bin Salman-led 
campaign against its south-
ern neighbor in March 2015 in 
collaboration with a number 
of its allied states, and with 
arms support from the US and 
a number of other Western 

countries.
The aim was to return to 

power the Riyadh-backed for-
mer regime of Hadi and defeat 
the Houthi Ansarullah move-
ment that has taken control of 
state matters since the resigna-
tion of the then president and 
his government.

Armenia, Azerbaijan vow to keep 
fighting, deaths increasing
Agencies

Baku: Armenia and Azerbai-
jan vowed to keep fighting and 
rejected international calls for 
negotiations on Wednesday as 
clashes over the disputed Na-
gorny Karabakh region raged 
for a fourth day.

In the breakaway prov-
ince’s capital Stepanakert, two 
explosions were heard around 
midnight as sirens sounded. 
Residents said that the city had 
been attacked by drones.

Streets were dark with pub-
lic lighting shut off, although 
some shops were open in the 
city, which local authorities said 
that came under fire when fresh 
violence erupted on Sunday.

Moscow said that Russian 
president Vladimir Putin and his 
French counterpart Emmanuel 
Macron had called for a ‘com-
plete’ halt to fighting in Kara-
bakh and said that they were 
ready to intensify diplomatic ef-

forts to help solve the conflict.
‘Vladimir Putin and Emman-

uel Macron called on the warring 
sides to halt fire completely and 
as soon as possible, de-escalate 
tensions and show maximum re-
straint,’ the Kremlin said.

In a telephone call, the two 
leaders expressed ‘readiness’ to 
see a statement made on behalf 
of the co-chairs of the Minsk 
Group — Russia, France and the 
United States— that would call 
for an ‘immediate’ end to fight-
ing and start of talks, it added.

Armenian and Azerbai-
jani forces were engaged in the 
heaviest fighting in years over 
Karabakh, an ethnic Armenian 
province that broke away from 
Azerbaijan in the 1990s when 
the Soviet Union collapsed.

The confirmed death toll 
surpassed 100 people including 
civilians on Wednesday, with 
both sides claiming to have in-
flicted heavy losses on the other.

Baku and Yerevan had ig-
nored mounting international 
pressure for a ceasefire, spark-
ing fears the conflict could 
escalate into all-out war and 
draw in regional powers like 
Turkey and Russia.

‘We need to prepare for a 
long-term war,’ Karabakh sep-
aratist leader Arayik Harutyu-
nyan said on Wednesday.

Moscow, which had a mili-
tary pact with Armenia but 
also good ties with Azerbai-
jan, had repeatedly called for 
an end to the fighting and on 
Wednesday offered to host ne-
gotiations.

In separate phone conver-
sations with his counterparts 
from both ex-Soviet countries, 
Russian foreign minister Ser-
gei Lavrov reaffirmed Mos-
cow’s ‘readiness’ to organise a 
meeting.

But neither leader showed 
signs of being ready for talks.

Joe Biden’s use of ‘Inshallah’ to 
mock Trump raises eyebrows

D
emocratic Presidential can-
didate and former US vice 
president Joe Biden used 
a phrase during Tuesday 

night’s chaotic first presidential de-
bate that is all too familiar to speak-
ers of the Arabic language and Mus-
lim households but could hardly be 
expected to be heard in a nationally 
televised American debate: Inshallah.

Biden used the word — mean-
ing ‘God willing’ in Arabic and Farsi 
— as Republican President Donald 
Trump hedged on saying when he 
would release his tax returns.

“Millions of dollars and you’ll get 
to see it,” Trump said of the amount 
he claims to have paid, according to 
The Washington Post.

“When?” the Democratic presi-
dential candidate interjected. “In-
shallah?”

The use of one of the most ubiq-
uitous phrases in Arabic by gaffe-
prone Biden, 77, a Roman Catholic, 
raised eyebrows in the Mideast and 
migrant communities, with many de-

bating the contextual meaning of the 
phrase.

Al-Arabiya, a Saudi-owned satel-
lite channel based in Dubai, and The 
National, a state-linked newspaper in 
Abu Dhabi, both published articles 
noting Biden’s use of the word.

Others questioned whether 
Biden had used the word at all. The 
former vice president has battled a 
stutter and is known for sometimes 
tripping over his words, so many 
viewers were left wondering if he had 
actually said “under the law?” or “In 
July?” or even “Enchilada?”

However, the Democratic nomi-
nee’s campaign confirmed to NPR 
that he had, in fact, used the phrase.

Both sides have 
provisionally agreed 

“to recognise the principal 
issue of Hanafi’s role 
without any discrimination 
to Shia communities or 
minorities, so ... the 
compromise is around that

Banker Arrested For 
Insider Trading Walks 
Free After Deleting 
WhatsApp

K
onstantin Vishnyak, a former VTB 
Capital Plc banker who deleted his 
Whatsapp messages "under the noses 
of the police," was acquitted by a 

London jury, dealing a blow to the Financial 
Conduct Authority's pursuit of insider dealing.

Vishnyak was found not guilty after 
jurors deliberated for slightly more than 
3 hours and was promptly released by the 
judge. Prosecutors at the FCA had alleged that 
the 42-year-old banker removed the applica-
tion knowing that it might be relevant to an 
insider-trading investigation.

But Vishnyak insisted that he'd deleted 
the messages because he feared being dragged 
into a "political scandal" if his links with a 
Russian suspect in a British murder investi-
gation were known.

The verdict leaves the FCA empty handed. 
While the agency dropped the insider-trading 
investigation against Vishnyak and two other 
suspects, it had pursued the lesser charge of 
deleting the texts, a first for it.
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