
C
M

Y
K

C
M

Y
K

LAST PAGE.. .P.8

K A S H M I R23

SUNSET
Today   06:16 PM
SUNRISE 
Tommrow  06:25 AM

WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER-202030

12 Safar-ul-Muzaffar | 1442 Hijri | Vol: 23 | Issue: 215 | Pages: 08 | Price: `3

Maximum : 27°c
Minmum   : 11°c
Humidity  : 37%

Contact : -0194-2502327

KO
 PhotoAbid Bhat

In FOCUS

SRINAGAR TODAY :MOSTLY SUNNY

China Says It Does Not 
Recognise UT Of Ladakh

Amnesty Int’l 
Halts Operations 
In India 
NEW DELHI-  Amnesty Inter-
national on Tuesday said it is 
halting all its activities in India 
due to freezing of its accounts 
and claimed that it is being 
subjected to an “incessant 
witch-hunt” over unfounded 
and motivated allegations.

Amnesty India, in a state-
ment, said the organisation 
has been compelled to let go 
of staff in India and pause all 
its ongoing campaign and re-
search work.

“The complete freezing of 
Amnesty International India’s 
bank accounts by the Govern-
ment of India which it came to 
know on 10 September 2020, 
brings all the work being done 
by the organization to a grind-
ing halt,” it said. P-02

INDIA ON G-B POLLS
'Camouflaging 
Illegal Occupation'
NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday 
said it has conveyed its strong 
protest to Pakistan over an-
nouncement of elections to the 
"so-called Gilgit-Baltistan" leg-
islative assembly next month, 
holding that the "cosmetic ex-
ercises" are intended to camou-
flage the "illegal" occupation of 
the region by Islamabad.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said actions like holding of 
elections in the region can neither 
hide the "illegal occupation" of 
parts of Union territories of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Ladakh by 
Islamabad nor the "grave human 
rights violations and P-02

18 More Lose Battle To 
Covid-19, J&K Toll 1166

Never Accepted China’s 1959 
LAC Definition: MEA

India on Tuesday rejected China's position that it abides 
by its 1959 stand on the perception of the Line of Actual 
Control(LAC), and asked the neighbouring country to refrain 

from advancing an "untenable unilateral" interpretation of the 
de-facto border. The stand by China spelt out by its P-02

2 Collaborators Held Over 
Shopian ‘Fake Encounter’

SC Asks J&K Govt
How Long Can 
Mehbooba Be Detained?

Teacher Held 
For Circulating 
‘Threatening’ Posters
SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday arrested 
a private school teacher for his alleged 
involvement in circulating threaten-
ing posters of a militant outfit in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

According to a police spokesper-
son, the villagers of Gundipora filed a 
complaint with the police stating that 
on September 10, posters of Lashkar-
I-Islam were found pasted in the area 
in which threat had been issued to 
some youth, including girl students, 
accusing them of indulging into pros-
titution besides being informers of 
the state forces. The posters, police 
spokesperson said created a fear psy-
chosis among the people, especially 
those who had been given life threats.

Accordingly, the police spokesper-
son said a case FIR No. 69/2020 U/S 18, 
20 ULA (P) Act, 506 IPC was P-02

LG Offers State 
Chopper For 
Emergency Service
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
on Tuesday directed the Union Ter-
ritory officials to use the choppers 
of Raj Bhawan for medical emergen-
cies to help the people in distress.

Chairing a joint meeting of vari-
ous departments at the Civil Sec-
retariat here to review winter pre-
paredness, LG directed the officers 
for strengthening of a robust re-
sponse mechanism for power resto-
ration, essential supplies, water and 
road connectivity during winters, an 
official spokesperson said Tuesday. 

The LG, as per the official 
spokesperson also directed the 
officials present in the meeting 
to use Raj Bhawan choppers for 
medical emergencies in P-02 

VP Naidu 
Tests Positive 
For COVID-19
NEW DELHI: Vice President 
M Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday 
tested positive for COVID-19, the 
Vice President Secretariat said.

It said Naidu, 71, is asymp-
tomatic and in good health.

"The Vice President of India 
who underwent a routine CO-
VID-19 test today morning has 
been tested positive. He is how-
ever, asymptomatic and in good 
health," the Secretariat tweeted.

Naidu has been advised 
home quarantine. P-02

J&K Couldn’t Achieve National 
eGovernance Plan In 10 Years: CAG

Govt Suspends 
Another KAS 
Officer 
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir government on Tuesday sus-
pended a senior KAS officer pend-
ing enquiry into his conduct.

“Pending enquiry into his con-
duct, Dr. Bharat Bhushan, KAS, 
Managing Director, J&K SC, ST and 
OBC Development Corporation, is 
hereby placed under suspension, 
with immediate effect in terms of 
Rule 31 of Jammu and Kashmir Civ-
il Services (Classification, Control 
and Appeal) Rules, 1956,” reads a 
government order issued here.

“During the period of his sus-
pension, he shall remain attached 
with the General Administration 
Department,” the order said.

Sources told news agency GNS 
that a number of officers P-02

Relatives Burst 
Firecrackers, 
Bridegroom Booked
SRINAGAR: Police on Tuesday 
booked a bridegroom after fire-
crackers were burst during his 
marriage ceremony on Monday 
in Batamaloo area, in violation of 
the government orders.

According to a police spokesper-
son, last night sound of firecrackers 
was heard in Reka Chowk locality 
of Batmaloo area of the city. On in-
quiry, the police spokesperson said 
that it was found that the firecrack-
ers were being used during the 
marriage ceremony of Bilal Ahmad 
Shah by his family and friends.

 “In this regard case P-02

Hibah Bhat

INSIDE the meditatively-calm 
courtyard of heavily-guard-
ed 300-year-old Ganpatyar 
temple in Habba Kadal, Bharti 

Kumari is lost in thoughts. In the 
backdrop of serene Jhelum river-
bank dotted with heritage mar-
vels, she has been vainly calling 
out the attention of administra-
tion for last ten days.

But even as her tribe pleads—
“our children sometimes sleep 
hungry too”—they continue to feel 
ditched and discarded.

“We’re here because we’re 
nowhere,” Kumari says in an an-

guished voice.
The 33-year-old Kashmiri Pan-

dit woman is one among dozens of 
non-migrant Kashmir pandits sup-

porting an indefinite hunger strike 
launched by Sanjay Tickoo, Presi-
dent of the Kashmiri Pandit Sanga-
rash Samiti (KPSS) on September 20.

The strike aims at demanding 
500 government jobs which were 
promised to the community of 
non-migrant Kashmiri Pandits 
during a High Court ruling in 2016 
under PM Package for return and 
rehabilitation in 2009.

In late eighties, Kashmir wit-
nessed a homegrown insurgency 
against the Indian rule followed by 
instances of target killings of mi-
nority communities which even-
tually led to a mass migration on 
January 19, 1990, in which most of 

the KashmirI pandits left the val-
ley, taking with them whatever 
belongings they could find.

Those who did not leave the val-
ley, decided to stay back. However, 
the community continues to pay a 
price for staying like those paying 
for leaving.

Living in suffocation
Kumari’s family was among 

those who refused to leave their 
home. Although she doesn’t re-
gret it, nothing in life fell back into 
place since then.

“We’ve been suffering ever since,” 
complains Kumari, who was hardly 
3-year-old when her community 
left the valley in droves. PAGE 02

PREVENTIVE LAWS 

HC Flays ‘Callous 
Approach’ Of Admin 

Agencies 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court on Tuesday said that 
due to “callous approach” of the 
detaining authorities, the whole 
purpose of the preventive laws is 
getting defeated in J&K.

“We are at pains to observe that 
in routine this Court comes across 
the cases in which the detention or-
ders issued on the grounds of threat 
to the security and integrity of State 
are getting quashed due to non-
adherence to technical require-

ments,” said a bench of Justices 
Rajesh Bindal and Rajnesh Oswal 
while allowing an appeal against 
court’s single bench order by virtue 
of which PSA detention of a man-- 
Sartaj Ahmad Allie—from Kulgam.

“In many petitions the grounds 
taken are non-furnishing of ma-
terial relied upon by the detain-
ing Authority to the detenue; not 
informing the detenue about his 
right to make representation; not 
informing the detenue about the 
grounds of detention in the lan-
guage that he understandsPAGE 02

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
police has arrested two local 
“collaborators” in connection 
with Shopian “fake encounter”, 
days after the DNA results con-
firmed the 3 killed youth were 
missing Rajouri labourers.

According to a report by India 
Today, police have arrested two 
local collaborators on charges 
of "criminal conspiracy" under 
relevant sections in an FIR. The 
two, according to the report have 
been sent to eight days of judi-
cial remand by the district court.

A local news agency said that 
the accused hailed from Pulwa-
ma and Shopian districts of the 
south Kashmir.

The arrest of the two persons 
in the infamous case comes four 
days after police confirmed that 
the DNA samples of three men 
who were killed in an alleged 
fake encounter with the Army 
in Shopian district matched with 
their families from Rajouri.

The relatives of three youths, 
belonging to Dhar Sakri village 
in Kotranka of Rajouri area in 
Poonch, had lodged a written 
missing persons report atPAGE 02

Press Trust Of India 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
Tuesday asked the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration to re-
spond to Iltija Mufti’s amended 
plea challenging the detention of 
her mother, former chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti, under the J-K 
Public Safety Act, saying it cannot 
go on forever and “some via me-
dia” should be explored.

A bench of Justices S K Kaul and 
Hrishikesh Roy granted 15 days 
to the Union Territory to file re-

sponse and asked as to what was 
the maximum period for which 
a person can be detained under 
the specific law and whether the 
authorities proposed to continue 
with the detention of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) leader.

On the issue of the permission to 
attend party meetings, the top court, 
in a hearing conducted through vid-
eo conferencing here, said that the 
PDP President should place such a 
request with the authorities.

The bench took note of the sub-
mission of lawyer PAGE 02

Press Trust Of India 

JAMMU: The Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) of India has 
criticised the Jammu and Kash-
mir government for its failure in 
implementing the National e-
Governance Plan, saying the ob-
jective of making all local public 
services accessible to the common 
man could not be achieved in the 
Union territory over a period of 
around 10 years.

In its report on Social, General, 
Economic (Non-Public Sector Under-
takings) sectors for the financial year 
ended March 31, 2017, the CAG also 

highlighted the shortcomings in the 
National Afforestation Programme 
(NAP) and said no annual report was 
prepared by the erstwhile state's 
forest development agency since its 
inception in July 2010.

The report, tabled in Parliament 
recently, said against the approved 
outlay of Rs 212.10 crore for imple-
mentation of six schemes by the 
Information Technology Depart-
ment under the NeGP, Rs 60.38 
crore (28 per cent) was released by 
the Centre to Jammu and Kashmir.

Balance outlay of Rs 151.72 
crore (72 per cent) could not be re-
ceived as the confirmation regard-

ing contribution of 20 per cent 
State share had not been provided 
to Government of India. Overall 
fund utilisation during 2012-17 
was only 41 per cent as on 31 
March 2017, the CAG said.

It said the objective of provid-
ing connectivity under State Wide 
Area Network (SWAN) project 
could not be achieved as against 
the amount of Rs 15.25 crore re-
ceived for its implementation, Rs 
6.90 crore was surrendered and Rs 
7.92 crore remained blocked.

Complete potential of State 
Data Centre (SDC) was not being 
utilised in absence PAGE 02

‘We’re Here Because We’re Nowhere’: Kashmir’s ‘Other’ Pandits

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: As many as eigh-
teen more people succumbed 
to coronavirus infection in 
Jammu and Kashmir on Tues-
day, taking the number of fa-
talities die to the virus in the 
Union Territory to 1166.

Eleven more Covid-19 
deaths were reported from 
Jammu division, while seven 
more succumbed to the deadly 
infection in Kashmir Valley—
two each from Srinagar and 
Baramulla and one each from 
Budgam, Anantnag and Kup-
wara, officials said Tuesday. 

Among others who 
died in Jammu include 
a 42-year-old man 
from Uttrakhand, 
a 57-year-old man 
from Mishriwale, a 
59-year-old woman 
from Polura Top Jammu 
and an 86-year-old man from 
Udhampur.

In Valley, a 55-year-old 
man from Singhpora Baram-
ulla died a week after he was 

admitted to SKIMS Soura, 
officials said. Besides him, 
an 85-year-old woman from 
Nihalpora Pattan who was di-
agnosed with bilateral Com-
munity Acquired Pneumonia 
also died at the ter-
tiary care hospi-
tal, they said.   

An 86-year-
old man from 
Awoora Anant-
nag died at CD 
hospital, eight 
days after he was 
admitted to one of 
the exclusive facilities 
for the management of the 

covid-19 patients in the 
Valley, they said.

A 60-year-old 
woman from Bud-
gam, they said, 
died three days af-

ter she was admitted 
to SMHS hospital with 

bilateral pneumonia.   
With these deaths, officials 

said, 1166 people have suc-
cumbed to the virus in Jammu 
and Kashmir PAGE 02

1081 New Cases Include 61 Security Men

Jammu and Kashmir reported on Tuesday 1081 
new cases of Covid-19, including 61 paramilitary 
personnel and army men, besides 50 travelers, tak-

ing the number of people infected by the virus in the 
Union Territory to 74095.
While Kashmir reported 441 fresh cases of coronavi-
rus, the remaining 640 were confirmed by P-02

Agencies

NEW DELHI: Amid the ongo-
ing military standoff with India 
along the Line of Action Control 
(LAC), China on Tuesday declared 
that it does not recognise the 
Union Territory of Ladakh and 
called it "illegally established" 
by India. A belligerent China 
also said it was opposed to India 
building military infrastructure 
in the border areas.

“China does not recognise the 
so-called union territory of Ladakh 
illegally established by India, and 
opposes infrastructure construc-
tion in disputed border areas for 
military control purposes,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said while com-
menting on India’s move to build 
roads along the border.

“According to the recent consen-
sus reached between China and 
India, neither side should take any 
actions in border areas that would 
complicate the situation, so as not 
to affect the efforts of both sides to 
ease the situation,” Wang told re-
porters at a daily briefing.

BJP led government in Delhi 
separated Ladakh from Jammu and 
Kashmir and declared it as a Union 
Territory on August 5, last year. The 

bifurcation of Kashmir came into 
effect on October 31 (2019).

Wang did not address reports 
that China is increasing the build-
ing of roads and other infrastruc-
ture along its side of the border.

The standoff in Ladakh began in 

May and escalated in June to the 
deadliest violence between the two 
sides in decades - a clash on a high 
ridge in which soldiers used clubs, 
stones and their fists. Twenty Indian 
soldiers were killed and dozens of 
others were injured. China isPAGE 02 

“CHINA HAS ALWAYS OPPOSED INDIA’S INCLUSION OF CHINESE 
territory in India’s administrative jurisdiction in the western part of the Sino-Indian border. 
This position is firm, consistent and has never changed,” 
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News Digest 
Kuwaiti Ruler Sheikh 
Sabah Dies At 91

Cross-LoC Shelling 
Rattles Poonch, Rajouri

Man Posing As Police 
Officer Arrested

2 Soldiers Injured In 
Highway Accident

Militants Flee After 
Brief Encounter

Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, the ruler of Kuwait who 
drew on his decades as the 
oil-rich nation's top diplomat to 
push for closer ties to Iraq after 
the 1990 Gulf War and solutions 
to other regional crises, died 
Tuesday. He was 91.
In a Middle East replete with el-
derly rulers, Sheikh Sabah stood 
out for his efforts at pushing for 
diplomacy to resolve a bitter dis-
pute between Qatar and other 
Arab nations that continues to 
this day. His 2006 ascension in 
Kuwait, a staunch US ally since 
the American-led P-02

Jammu: India and Pakistan troops 
on Tuesday continued trading gun-
fire along the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Rajouri and Poonch districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir.
Officials said that the Pakistan 
Army on Tuesday opened fire and 
shelled mortars in forward areas 
along the LoC in three sectors 
Poonch and Rajouri districts.
They said this prompted the Indian 
Army to retaliate befittingly.
"The Pakistan Army violated 
ceasefire by firing with small arms 
and shelling mortars along the LoC 
in Sunderbani sector of Rajouri 
district this afternoon," a P-02 

Srinagar: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested a 
youth, who was posing as a 
police officer and intimidating 
people here in this capital city.
According to a police spokes-
person, police station Sherghari 
received a complaint on 
September 27 by Sohail Ahmed 
Pinchoo of Noorbagh alleging 
that he was receiving threaten-
ing calls on his phone from a 
person who identified himself 
as DySP Cargo. Accordingly, 
he said a case FIR No. 56/2020 
under relevant sections of law 
was registered and P-02

Jammu Two Army personnel 
were seriously injured when their 
vehicle skidded off the road and 
plunged into a 50-feet gorge in 
Udhampur district of Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday, police said.
The accident took place near Nar-
sooNallah on Dhar road around 
2.15 pm when the vehicle was 
moving from Jammu to Udham-
pur, a police official said.
He said two army personnel 
travelling in the vehicle were seri-
ously injured and were shifted to a 
military hospital Udhampur.

Anantnag- Militants “seem to 
have fled” after an encounter 
with joint team of police and 
army in MarahamaSangam area 
in South Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district, a police officer said on 
Tuesday. He said that militants 
and the joint team of forces had 
exchanged fire after the former 
attacked a patrol in Marahama 
area this afternoon. “It seems 
that the militants have managed 
to flee. However the searches in 
the area are still underway,” the 
officer told GNS. There was no 
loss of life or injury reported dur-
ing the firefight.
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