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DNA Confirms 3 Slain Shopian 
‘Militants’ Were Labourers

SHOPIAN 'FAKE ENCOUNTER'

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: The DNA samples 
of three men who were killed 
in an alleged fake encounter 
with the Army in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Shopian district in 
July have matched with their 
families from Rajouri, a senior 
police officer said on Friday.

Asked whether the three 
men were indeed labourers, as 
claimed by their families, and 
not involved in militant activi-
ties, he said it is a matter of fur-
ther investigation.

The relatives of three youths, 
belonging to Dhar Sakri village 
in Kotranka of Rajouri area in 
Poonch, had lodged a written 
missing persons report at the lo-
cal police station after they lost 
contact with them on July 17.

In their complaint, they in-
formed the police that they had 
last spoken to the three, who 
were mainly involved in apple 
and walnut trading, on July 17 
when the youths had informed 
their families that they had got a 
room at Ashimpora in Shopian.

Three boys, Mohammad Im-
tiyaz and Ibrar Ahmed, both 

residents of Kathuni mohalla of 
Dharsakri village of Rajouri, and 

Mohammad Ibrar, a resident of 
Tarkassi village of Rajouri,PAGE 02

'Who Planted 'Incriminating 
Material'?', Asks Omar 

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Friday questioned the official version that arms 
and ammunition were recovered from the Shopian 

encounter site in July after the DNA tests on Friday proved 
that the three slain men were labourers from Rajouri P-02

It Was A ‘Stage Managed Encounter’: PDP

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) on Friday 
demanded stern and speedy action against the per-
petrators of the Shopian “fake encounter” urging for 

transparent and time-bound investigation to deliver justice 
to the families of the victims. P-02

"THE DNA REPORT HAS COME AND MATCHING HAS TAKEN 
place," Inspector General of Police (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar told reporters here.

Two Top Militants Killed 
In Anantnag Encounter

PM To Address 
UNGA Today
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will address 
the United Nations General As-
sembly for the general debate 
in the 75th session of the Gen-
eral Assembly on Saturday.

He is scheduled as the first 
speaker in the forenoon of 
September 26 (Saturday).

Since the UNGA this year is 
being held in the backdrop of 
COVID-19 pandemic, P-02

A day after losing their as-
sertive son to assassins, 
family members of the 
fallen advocate assem-

bled at their ancestral hometown 
in north Kashmir’s Tangmarg 
area. Amid shrieks and cries, 
slain Babar Qadri was paid trib-
ute with moist eyes.

By Auqib Javeed

SHEIKHPORA, Tangmarg – 
Barely a day after his pistol-
borne assassins showed up at 
his Srinagar home as clients, the 
advocate is resting in his grave 
carpeted by rose petals, shield-

ed by an open tin shack.
The visitors mumbled prayers 

and silently grieved over the pas-
sage that rattled Kashmir at the 
twilight of September 24. 

Babar Qadri’s assassination 
made his non-decrepit birthplace 
an elegiac place overnight. Amid 
pandemic coronavirus, hundreds 
of people thronged his Tangmarg 
home, with moist eyes.

Amid gloom, his relatives and 
family members took turns to 
recount his “bravery, kind-heart-
edness” and the cases he would 
fight for the “indicted sons of 
poor” without charging a penny.

Insert Pic 1 here

A day after shot multiple-
times, in an execution-style, the 
articulate—now silenced—advo-
cate’s mother constantly came 
out of a mourner tent to enquire, 

“Aawkha, Mianiey Yaroo” (Are 
you home, my beloved?) 

However, to crack the case 
on a priority, Kashmir’s top cop, 
IGP Vijay Kumar on Friday an-
nounced the formation of the 
Special Investigation Team (SIT). 

“Babar was fearless and would 
talk very openly,” a relative 
grieving over the loss said. 

“The family members had ap-
prehensions about his life be-
cause of his controversies with 
many people. But we never knew 
that his frank advocacy would 
end up taking his life.”

Insert Pic 2 here
Babar’s father Syed Yaseen 

Qadri mostly sat silent amidst 
the sentimental swarm sur-
rounding him. His son’s killing 
had once again forced him to 
return to his roots. 

For his Jama’at-e-Islami ties, 
the senior Qadri had faced the 
offensive during the early nine-
ties, forcing him to take a shelter 
in downtown Srinagar, he now 
calls his home. 

But when the same home 
became insecure for his vocal 
son—who earlier reported assas-
sination attempts on his life—IGP 
Kumar said that the advocate was 
asked to shift to a safe zone. 

He stayed put until PAGE 02

Police Forms SIT To 
Probe Qadri's Killing
SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police on Friday said it has constitut-
ed a special investigation team (SIT) 
to probe the killing of advocate Babar 
Qadri who was shot dead by unidenti-
fied gunmen here on Thursday.

Speaking to reporters at a press 
conference here, Inspector General of 
Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar said the 
case was a top priority for the force 
and an SIT has been formed to probe it.

I went to the (Qadri's) house this 
morning and inspected the scene of 
the crime. We have formed an SIT 
headed by SP Hazratbal. It P-02

Qadri’s Killing 
Heartbreaking’: APHC
SRINAGAR: Expressing shock and 
grief over the killing of prominent 
lawyer Advocate Babar Qadri by 
unknown gunmen, Mirwaiz led 
Hurriyat Conference on Friday 
said that the peaceful resolution 
of Kashmir was the only way 
to ensure that precious human 
lives on all sides are saved from 
getting consumed.

In a statement issued to media 
here, a Hurriyat spokesperson 
termed Qadri’s assassination by 
unidentified gunmen at his Hawal 
residence as “gruesome P-02

Covid-19 Claims 23 More Lives In J&K, Toll 1111
MeT Predicts Wet 
Spell In Kashmir 
From Today
SRINAGAR: The weather de-
partment on Friday predicted 
two-day wet spell from Satur-
day during which the plains will 
receive rains while the upper 
reaches are likely to receive sea-
son’s first snowfall.

According to a weather depart-
ment official, due to feeble west-
ern disturbance, light isolated to 
scattered rain/snowfall will occur 
over higher reaches of Kashmir 
and Kargil district most likely 
during September 26-27th. 

“No forecast of any Major Rain/
snow for next 2 weeks. Day tem-
perature expected to drop by 4-5 
degree Celsius,” the official added.

China Wants India To 
Vacate Key Heights Before 
De-Escalation On LAC

Lament Over Lawyer: ‘He Would Receive Threats In Front Of His Family’

Appeal In Israel Against Training 
Policemen Accused Of Abuse In Kashmir

Pak PM Assails 
New Delhi For 
Kashmir Moves 
NEW YORK: Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan Friday 
assailed Indian government 
and its moves to cement 
control of Muslim-majority 
Kashmir, calling India a “state 
sponsor of hatred and preju-
dice against Islam.”

Khan said that Islamopho-
bia prevails in India today and 
threatens the close to 200 mil-
lion Muslims who live there.

“They believe that India is ex-
clusive to Hindus and others are 
not equal citizens,” Khan said 
in a prerecorded speech to the 
U.N. General Assembly, which 
is being held virtually amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Khan has frequently criti-
cized the decision by the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in August 2019 
to strip Jammu and Kashmir’s 
statehood, scrap its separate 
constitution and remove P-02

Kashmiri photojournalist Masrat Zahra on Thursday received the Peter 
Mackler prize for courageous and ethical journalism thanks to her cover-
age of women impacted by decades of unrest in Kashmir. PAGE 02

Masrat Zahra Receives 
Peter Mackler Award

File Photo

Press Trust Of India 

SRINAGAR: Two Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) commanders were killed 
in an overnight encounter with 
government forces in Anantnag 
district of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Friday, police said.

Based on specific information 
about the presence of militants in 
Sirhama area of the south Kashmir 
district, state forces launched a cor-
don and search operation on Thurs-
day evening, a police officer said.

He said the search operation 
turned into an encounter after the 
militants fired upon the forces, 
who retaliated.

A tight cordon was maintained 
throughout the night to prevent 
the two militants from escaping. 
They were killed in the exchange of 
fire this morning, the officer said.

Incriminating materials, including 
arms and ammunition, were recov-
ered from the encounter site, he said.

Addressing a press PAGE 02

"ONE OF THE MILITANTS HAS BEEN 
identified as Abu Rehan from Pakistan, who was active 
since March 2019. The second one has been identified 

as Adil Rashid Bhat, who was also a Lashkar commander," 

Observer Monitoring Desk

SRINAGAR: At least 23 people 
succumbed to coronavirus in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Friday, raising 
the number of fatalities due to the 
deadly infection across the Union 
Territory to 1111.

Officials said Friday that 12 more 
people in Kashmir valley died 
of Covid-19, while 11 deaths 
due to the virus were report-
ed from Jammu division. In 
Jammu, five of the victims were 
from the J&K’s winter capital while 
two were from Udhampur and one 
each from Kathua, Doda, Samba 
and Poonch.

Among others, the victims 
from Jammu included a 71-year-
old of Preet Nagar, a 65-year-
old woman from Morh, and a 
58-year-old from Janipora Jammu.

Regarding Valley, they said, six 
were from Srinagar, three from 
Pulwama and one each from Kup-
wara, Ganderbal and Shopian.

The victims from Valley 
include 75-year-old woman 
from Kadi Kadal Srinagar, an 

80-year-old from Al Farooq 
Colony Bemina, a 66-year-old 

from Rawalpora, a 75-yearold from 
Bota Kadal, a 60-year-old woman 
from Hamdania Colony Bemina, a 
75-year-old from Chundina Gan-

derbal, 66-year-old from Narpora 
Shopian, an 80-year-old man from 
Kondbal Pampore, PAGE 02

5 Docs, 74 
Security Men 
Among New Cases

Jammu and Kashmir 
reported on Friday 1218 
fresh cases of coronavi-

rus, including 76 travelers, 
74 security personnel and 
five doctors, taking the 
total number of people in-
fected by the virus to 69832 
in the Union Territory. P-02

Agencies 

NEW DELHI: China is insist-
ing that India vacates strategic 
heights on the south bank of 
Pangong Lake ahead of talks on 
disengagement on the LAC, top 
Indian Army sources said.

During the Corps Commander-
level talks, China told India that 
will not discuss disengagement in 
eastern Ladakh, where the build-
up by both sides has triggered a 
war- like situation over the last four 
months, till the timePAGE 02 

Agencies 

DOHA: Dozens of Israeli activists 
have petitioned the Supreme Court 
of the Jewish state seeking to bar the 
country’s security forces from train-
ing Indian police officers involved in 
“severe violations” of human rights 
and international law in Kashmir.

“With this petition, we are trying 
our best to show solidarity with the 
people of Kashmir,” Al Jazeera quot-
ed Israeli human rights activist Sigal 
Kook Avivi, one among 40 people 
behind the petition, as saying.

The document was signed in Janu-
ary after the Israeli Police, Ministry of 

Internal Security and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs refused to pre-screen 
members of Indian police force from 
J&K, according to Israeli human rights 
lawyer Eitay Mack, who filed the pe-
tition. As Israel returned to a second 
nationwide coronavirus lockdown 
last week, court proceedings are like-
ly to be further delayed.

“The fact that India is ‘the largest 
democracy in the world’, and is an 
important political and economic 
partner of the state of Israel and 
Western countries, cannot legally 
and morally justify providing assis-
tance to specific Indian officers who 
are involved in grave crimes under 
international law in Kashmir, by 
way of training by police in Israel,” 
the petition stated.

Avivi, who has worked among Af-
rican asylum seekers in Israel, said 
“as citizens of the world, we want to 
say we know what is happening to 
you, we are not ignorant … we see 
it, we hear it, we know it”. PAGE 02

Trump Offers 
Help To Defuse 
Border Tension

US President Donald 
Trump hoped on Thurs-
day that India and China 

would be able to resolve their 
current border disputes as he 
reiterated his offer to help the 
two Asian giants.
“I know that China now, and 
India, are having difficulty, and 
very very substantial P-02
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News Digest 
Two Medium-Intensity 
Quakes Hit Ladakh

Car Falls Into Kathua 
Gorge, 2 Dead

India, Pak Troops 
Trade Fire Along LoC

DGP Awards 25 CRPF 
Personnel

2 Sisters Killed After 
Ambulance Overturns

New Delhi: Two medium-intensity 
earthquakes of magnitude 5.4 
and 3.6 hit the Ladakh region on 
Friday, the National Centre for 
Seismology (NCS) said. The first 
quake of magnitude 5.4 occurred 
at 4.27 pm at a depth of 10 kms 
and the second quake of magni-
tude 3.6 at a depth of 10 kms hit 
the region at 5.29 pm, it said.
The Himalayan region is known 
for high seismic activities.

Kathua: Two persons were killed 
and a minor girl seriously injured 
when a car they were travelling 
in skidded off the road and rolled 
down into a 100-feet gorge in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua 
district on Friday, officials said.
The car, which was going from 
Sandhar to Bhoond in the district, 
skidded off the road and rolled 
down into the deep gorge at Jan-
darli belt of Basholi area, they said.
In the accident, two persons died 
while a minor girl identified as Pra-
tiksha (8), daughter of Vijay Singh 
and a resident of Sandhar, was 
admitted for treatment at Basholi 
hospital, they said. The deceased 
were identified as Soom P-02

Srinagar: India and Pakistan 
troops Friday exchanged heavy 
gunfire along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in Poonch district of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Around 
10:15 pm Friday, Pakistani troops 
initiated unprovoked ceasefire vi-
olation by firing with small arms 
and shelling with mortars along 
LoC in Degwar sector of Poonch 
district, a Defence Spokesperson 
said. Indian army, he said replied 
befittingly to the ceasefire viola-
tion. “No Injury or major damage 
has been P-02

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of Police Dilbag 
Singh has awarded commendation 
certificate class-1 along with cash 
reward to 25 CRPF personnel in 
appreciation of their excellent per-
formance on the counter-militancy 
front, police said on Friday.
While ASI Nounihal Singh has been 
rewarded with a commendation 
certificate class-1 along with cash 
reward of Rs 25,000, Constable Na-
rendra Kumar and Head Constable 
Rajesh Kumar have been awarded 
with commendation certificate 
class-1 along with cash reward of 
Rs 15,000 each for showing P-02 

Srinagar:Two sisters were killed 
and two others injured on Friday in 
a road accident in Qazigund area of 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district A 
Srinagar bound ambulance (PB02 
BY-1387) carrying two Covid-19 
patients Haji Maryam Sheikh and 
Zareena Shiekh of Kishtwar turned 
turtle at Nipora area of Qazigund 
on Friday evening leaving both the 
women dead, news agency GNS 
reported. The driver Umer Jehangir 
and another man identified as 
Arfan Khan of Poonch suffered 
injuries in the road accident. 
According to the report, over 
speeding was the reason of tragic 
accident. Meanwhile, police has 
registered a case and started fur-
ther investigations inthis regard.
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4 Youth Injured 
In Blast Near 
Gunfight Site

Four youth were injured 
after some explosive 
substance went off near 

the encounter site in Sirhama 
area of Bijbehara in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district 
on Thursday, official sources 
said. The incident happened 
soon after the encounter 
in which two Lashkar-e-
Taiba militants were killed, 
reported news P-02

Two Held With Arms, Cash In Kulgam: Police

Two persons were arrested and a huge quantity of arms, 
ammunition and cash seized from their possession in south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district, police said on Friday.

State forces seized a huge quantity of arms, ammunition P-02

‘3 Youth Prevented From Joining Violent Path’

Police on Friday claimed to have prevented three youth from 
joining the “violent path” in Sumbal area of Bandipora dis-
trict. Bandipora police on its official Twitter handle informed 

that they prevented 3 youth of Sumbal area from P-02
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DNA Confirms 3 Slain...
left their homes to work as labourers in Kashmir’s Shopian and went 
out of contact with their families after July 17 late evening.
A day later, the Army claimed three militants were killed in Amshi-
pura village in the higher reaches of south Kashmir's Shopian. It ini-
tiated an inquiry after social media reports indicated that the three 
men were from Rajouri and had gone missing in Amshipura.
The families of the three men claimed they worked as labourers in 
Shopian and lodged a police complaint.
The police also launched an investigation and collected the DNA sam-
ples of the three families from Rajouri to match with the slain men.
"The DNA report has come and matching has taken place," Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar told reporters here.
Asked if he meant that the DNA samples of the three men have 
matched with the families from Rajouri, he said, "There is positive 
matching with the families from Rajouri."
On whether it had been established that the three men were labour-
ers and not involved in any militant activities, Kumar said, "The police 
are now taking up further investigations in the case."
The Army completed its inquiry into the matter in a record four 
weeks.
On September 18, the force said it had found "prima facie" evidence 
that its troops "exceeded" powers under the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act (AFSPA) during the encounter and has initiated disciplin-
ary proceedings.

'Who Planted 'Incriminating...
district of the union territory. According to this official version, 'in-
criminating materials, including arms and ammunition, were recov-
ered from the site of encounter'. So who planted this 'incriminating 
material'? Omar said in a tweet. He was reacting to Inspector General 
of Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar's statement that the DNA match of the 
three slain men, who were dubbed as militants by the Army, has come 
positive with those persons who had claimed them to be their kin.
These young men were buried somewhere in North Kashmir. It is im-
perative that the bodies be exhumed & handed over to the families 
immediately so that a proper burial can take place near their homes 
in Rajouri district, Omar, who is also the National Conference vice 
president, said.
On July 18, the Army had claimed three militants were killed in Amshi-
pura village in the higher reaches of south Kashmir's Shopian district.
It initiated an inquiry after social media reports indicated that the 
three men were from Rajouri and had gone missing in Amshipura.
The families of the three men had claimed they worked as labourers 
in Shopian and lodged a police complaint.
The police also launched an investigation and collected the DNA sam-
ples of the three families from Rajouri to match with the slain men.
"The DNA report has come and matching has taken place," Kumar told 
reporters here on Friday.
Sajad Lone, chairman of Peoples Conference, said he did not expect 
anything to change due to the latest developments as such cases have 
happened in the past as well.
Will there be any change? Will the sanctity of human life be restored? 
No. nothing will change. This encounter was exposed by our media 
forcing initiation of investigation. As hiding it in today's digital age 
was not possible. My thoughts with the 3 men murdered in cold 
blood, Lone wrote on his Twitter handle.
Had this been the first time, one could have hoped it won't happen 
again. It is not the first time and not the last time. There is no deter-
rence and in Delhi there is a lot of tolerance for HR violations in Kash-
mir. Justice will be ornamental unless it is divine, he added. 

It Was A ‘Stage Managed...
In a statement issued here, a PDP spokesperson said that that the 
policy of incentivizing killings has been at the core of many instances 
of “murder for medals” in the past as well and that it is about time 
that the government makes Shopian incident an example to ensure 
justice & create deterrence. “With the statements of the army and 
the police as well as the conclusive forensic reports, it is amply clear 
that what happened in Shopian was a staged encounter wherein in-
nocent youth of Rajouri who had come to Shopian to eke their live-
lihood working as laborers were murdered and passed off as mili-
tants. And now is the test for the government to ensure justice to the 
families by taking the case to its logical conclusion of punishing the 
guilty,” the PDP spokesperson said. “Proofs at hand notwithstanding, 
the history doesn’t inspire much confidence given what happened 
to similar cases of Pathribal and Machil fake encounters. Where evi-
dence was collected and the crime and criminals established beyond 
doubt only to see the victims still waiting endlessly for guilty to be 
punished and justice delivered,” he added.
He said it was a high time that the culture of impunity at the cost of 
human lives ends and legal maneuvering to shield the perpetrators of 
such heinous crimes is given up.
The PDP spokesperson also condemned the killing of Activist Lawyer 
Advocate Baber Qadri terming his murder as dastardly and inhuman 
for which no words of condemnation are enough.

Pak PM Assails New Delhi...
inherited protections on land and jobs. India’s security clampdown 
has sparked protests, and U.N.-appointed independent experts have 
called on the Indian government to take urgent action.
Khan, as he did in his speech before the world body last year, said 
that the very first action that India needed to take was to lift the 
curfew in Kashmir and then release all detained prisoners. "And 
then the world community must give the Kashmiris the right of 
self-determination," he stressed. He also condemned the targeting 
of Muslims in many countries and provocations and incitement “in 
the name of free speech.”
Despite Khan’s outcry at the treatment of Muslims worldwide, Paki-
stan has not criticized China’s assault on its Muslim minority Uighur 
population. Pakistan’s silence, like that of other influential Muslim 
nations, is linked to its economic ties to China. 
India walks out 
The Indian delegate at the UN General Assembly meeting walked out 
of the hall when Pakistan Prime Minister’s statement was played.
The delegate Mijito Vinito picked up his papers and left the hall as 
Khan’s speech was played on a large overhead screen.
After Khan’s speech, TS Tirumurti, India’s permanent representative 
to the UN, tweeted that the country would use the “right of reply” 
facility to respond to the Pakistani premier’s address.
“PM of Pakistan statement a new diplomatic low – at 75th UN Gen-
eral Assembly. Another litany of vicious falsehood, personal attacks, 
war mongering and obfuscation of Pakistan’s persecution of its own 
minorities & of its cross-border terrorism. Befitting Right of Reply 
awaits,” Tirumurti said in his tweet.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to address the UN General 
Assembly through a video statement on Saturday.

PM To Address UNGA Today...
it is being conducted mostly virtually. Prime Minister's address will, 
therefore, be via a pre-recorded video statement broadcast at the UNGA 
hall in New York. The theme of the 75th UNGA is `The future we want, 
the United Nations we need, reaffirming our collective commitment to 
multilateralism - confronting the COVID-19 through effective multilater-
al action'. Prime Minister Modi is also expected to touch on India's priori-
ties at the United Nations. According to observers, India's focus at the UN 
is to promote the strengthening of global action on counter-terrorism. 
India will push for more transparency in the process of listing and delist-
ing of entities and individuals in the sanction committees.
Being one of the largest troop-contributing countries to the peace mis-
sions, India will seek to engage intensively in finalizing mandates for 
the UN peacekeeping mission. India will continue active engagement 
on issues relating to sustainable development and climate change.
Promoting its role as a net health service provider, India will highlight 
its contribution in the global cooperation against COVID-19 through aid 
to more than 150 countries and as a pharmacy to the world. This year 
is also the 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women 
and India will reiterate its commitments and achievements in women-
led development. India will also refer to its role as a South-South devel-
opment partner, especially in the context of the India-UN Development 
Partnership Fund. According to analysts, India is committed to the idea 
of global partnership under SDG 17 including that on climate change and 

the International Solar Alliance has been created as a step in this direction.
India will also be a non-permanent member of the UNSC for two 
years beginning January 1 where a "5-S approach" of "Samman (Re-
spect), Samvad (Dialogue), Sahyog (Cooperation), Shanti (Peace) and 
Samriddhi (Prosperity) will be followed"

Two Top Militants Killed In...
conference here, Inspector General of Police (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Ku-
mar said the two militants were Lashkar commanders.
"One of the militants has been identified as Abu Rehan from Pakistan, 
who was active since March 2019. The second one has been identified 
as Adil Rashid Bhat, who was also a Lashkar commander," he said.
"Bhat was involved in an attack on two policemen at Nowgam on Au-
gust 14," the IGP said, adding that he had decamped with an INSAS 
rifle which was recovered from the encounter site.
The killing of the two militants is a huge success for the forces, he said.
Kumar said LeT militants were also behind the killing of Bhupinder 
Singh, Block Development Council chairman, Khag, in central Kash-
mir's Budgam district.
Singh was shot dead by militants on Wednesday evening.
After touring his area, Singh dropped his two personal security officers 
(PSOs) at Khag police station and left for his home, the IGP said. "He then 
went to his village, about 10 to 12 kilometres from there, in his private car 
without informing the police. We have suspended the two PSOs," he said.
"Investigations are on and two suspects have been called. SP Budgam 
is himself investigating the matter. Perhaps the militants had known 
that he was coming home. We have taken all the details and will solve 
this case soon," Kumar said.
Prima facie, from his call and location details, names of two Lashkar 
militants have come up LeT commander Yousuf Kandroo and Abrar 
from Narbal, he said.
On the killing of an assistant sub-inspector of the Central Reserve Police 
Force in Wadipora, Budgam, Kumar said the attack was carried out by 
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) as M-4 cartridges were found at the spot.
"M-4 is usually used by JeM militants," he said.
Responding to a question, Kumar said 170 to 200 militants are active 
in Kashmir.
On the alleged custodial death of a man, Irfan Ahmad Dar, in Sopore 
area of Baramulla last week, the IGP said the matter is being investi-
gated even as a magisterial inquiry is on.
He said two policemen have been suspended because Dar had fled 
from their custody.
Protests erupted in north Kashmir's Sopore town after Dar (23) alleg-
edly died in police custody on Tuesday.
While the police claim Dar was an overground worker and his body 
was found after he escaped from custody, his family claims it was a 
"murder in custody".
Asked about the recent spike in militant attacks, Kumar said Pakistan 
is trying to create a "fear psychosis" by asking militants to carry out 
killings of innocent people.
For the last few months, especially since March, Pakistan has been 
instigating a lot through digital media and sending arms and ammu-
nition through drones or manually, he said.
"We should not be worried about such incidents," the IGP said.
When there is some action by militants, there is a proactive action 
from the side of security forces as well, he said.
On the hit list released by The Resistance Front (TRF), a new militant 
outfit, comprising names of police officers, activists and others, Kumar 
said the police will conduct a security review of those named in it.
"The TRF is not a real organisation, but a virtual one. It is an offshoot of 
the LeT. The police will undertake a security review of all the people 
mentioned in the list prepared by the TRF," he said.

4 Youth Injured In Blast...
agency GNS. They said that the many people rushed to the encounter 
site and there was explosion as a result of which four youth— Irfan 
Ahmad, Mohammad Yaseen Rather son of Mohammad Maqbool, 
Shahid Yousuf son of Mohammad Yousuf Sheikh and Mudasir Ahmad 
Magray son of Gul Mohammad Magray were injured adding that two 
of them have been shifted to Srinagar hospital and two others shifted 
to Bijbehara Sub district hospital. A police officer confirmed the in-
juries to four persons. However he said that it was not immediate 
known what kind of explosive burst.

Two Held With Arms, Cash...
and cash from a vehicle in Qazigund area of the south Kashmir district 
during a search on Thursday, a police official said.
He said two persons were arrested in this connection.
Police have registered a case and investigation has been taken up, the 
official said.

‘3 Youth Prevented From...
taking the violent path. “Parents are in particular requested to guide, 
counsel and be in touch of their children to prevent them from being 
misguided by negativity. Stay alert stay safe,” the tweet reads.
Meanwhile, local news agency KNO quoted an unnamed senior police 
officer as saying that the identities of the youth cannot be disclosed.
“The youth were taken to police station where they were properly 
counselled in presence of their family members and after which they 
were handed over to their families,” he said.

Covid-19 Claims 23 More Lives...
an 80-year-old man from Noorpora, a 30-year-old of Uthmulla Pulwama, 
, a 67-year-old man from Hundi Kupwara, a 70-year-old man from Las-
jan,  With these deaths, the number of people who have succumbed to 
the virus has gone up to 1111 in Jammu and Kashmir. (With GNS inputs)

5 Docs, 74  Security Men...
While Jammu division reported 642 new cases, the remaining 576 were 
confirmed by officials from Kashmir Valley. Giving the district-wise 
breakup, officials said Srinagar reported 224, Budgam 61, Baramulla 64, 
Pulwama 51, Anantnag 36, Bandipora 26, Kupwara 31, Ganderbal 53, Kul-
gam 5, Shopian 25, Jammu 240, Rajouri 44, Udhampur 60, Kathua 39, 
Doda 61, Samba 30, Poonch 51, Ramban 48, Reasi 14 and Kishtwar 55.
Meanwhile, officials said 1478 more COVID-19 patients have recov-
ered and were discharged from various hospitals— 805 from Jammu 
Division and 673 from Kashmir Valley. 

China Wants India To Vacate...
India vacates the strategic positions. Chinese People's Liberation 
Army troops are adamant on resolving the situation first on the south 
bank where the Indian troops are in position of strength tactically, but 
India wants a roadmap for de-escalation all along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh to be drawn out. India stated, dur-
ing the talks, that all friction areas, including Depsang, should be dis-
cussed for disengagement all along the LAC. "Why should discussions 
be restricted to one or two places when there is a massive build-up all 
across the LAC," a top Indian Army officer said.
India has occupied critical mountain heights on the south bank of the 
Pangong Lake, including Rechin La, Rezang La, and Mukpari that were 
unmanned till now. This step, along with some others peaks it holds, 
allows India to dominate the Spangur Gap under Chinese control and 
also the Moldo garrison on the Chinese side.
This has irked the PLA which has made multiple attempts to dislodge 
Indian troops, leading to instances of warning gunshots being fired.
India had changed the rules of engagement after the Galwan Valley 
clash of June 15 where 20 Indian soldiers and unknown number of 
Chinese soldiers were killed.
Chinese had attacked Indian troops with medieval barbaric weapons 
like iron-studded clubs.
After that, the Indian Army had empowered its commanders on the 
ground to take a decision whether to use firearms if their troops face 
a life-threatening situation and this has been communicated to China 
as well, sources said.
The Indian Army has also put barbed wire obstacles near the heights un-
der its control at the LAC, signalling to the Chinese not to enter its territory.
Three days ago, the Indian and Chinese sides, in a joint statement, 
after the 14-hour-long diplomatic-military talks in Moldo said that 
both have agreed to implement the consensus reached by their lead-
ers over the border issue.
On September 21, senior Indian and Chinese commanders held the 
6th round of Military Commander-Level Meeting.

"The two sides had candid and in-depth exchanges of views on sta-
bilising the situation along the LAC in the India-China border areas," 
Indian Army had stated.
"They agreed to earnestly implement the important consensus 
reached by the leaders of the two countries, strengthen communi-
cation on the ground, avoid misunderstandings and misjudgements, 
stop sending more troops to the front line, refrain from unilaterally 
changing the situation on the ground, and avoid taking any actions 
that may complicate the situation."
The two sides also agreed to hold the 7th round of the Military Com-
mander-Level Meeting as soon as possible, take practical measures to 
properly solve problems on the ground, and jointly safeguard peace 
and tranquility in the border area.
It was for the first time that the Indian delegation had two Lt Gen-
erals, two Major Generals and a Joint Secretary from the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA).
Headed by Lt Gen Harinder Singh, Commander of the Leh-based 14 
Corps, the Indian delegation also had Lt Gen P.G.K. Menon from the 
Army headquarters in Delhi. Menon will eventually take over Com-
mander of the 14 Corps in November.
Joint Secretary, East Asia, Navin Srivastava was there to ensure that 
deliberation with China takes place on an agreed five-point roadmap, 
including quick disengagement of troops, between both the countries.
The countries reached he five-point roadmap during the talks be-
tween External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and his Chinese coun-
terpart Wang Yi in Moscow on September 10.
India and China are engaged in a four-month-long standoff at the LAC 
in Eastern Ladakh. Despite several levels of dialogue, there has not 
been any breakthrough and the deadlock continues.

Trump Offers Help To Defuse...
difficulty. And hopefully, they will be able to work that out,” Trump 
told reporters at the White House.
“If we can help, we would love to help,” he said.
The president’s remarks in this regard come days after senior Indian 
and Chinese military commanders held talks aimed at resolving the 
months-long standoff along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in La-
dakh. The two countries agreed to stop sending more troops to their 
disputed border in the Himalayas.
Meanwhile, The Wall Street Journal reported that the border conflict is 
pushing India to look for an asymmetric response: flexing its naval might.
“India is intensifying joint naval maneuvers with the US and its allies 
while building new ships and setting up a network of coastal surveil-
lance outposts that would allow New Delhi to keep an eye on the In-
dian Ocean’s maritime traffic,” the newspaper said.
A “Grand Tamasha” podcast with senior fellow and director of the 
South Asia Program of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
eminent American expert on India and South Asia Ashley Tellis said 
the Trump administration has taken a very transparent position of 
support for India in this crisis.
“And, of course, it is motivated in part by the opportunities to con-
front China on a grander scale, which sort of makes it part and parcel 
of the US’s own bilateral problems with China. But I think there is 
something more going on here. And the more is that I do not think the 
United States had the alternative of doing otherwise.
“That is, Chinese aggression in this instance has been so blatant that 
the United States could not stand by and either ignore it or not come 
to India’s defence,” said Tellis, the Tata Chair for Strategic Affairs.
“What are the issues here? We all agree that those borderlands 
along the Himalayan territories are undefined. We all agree that 
they should be negotiated, delimited, demarcated through a 
peaceful process. We all agree that the agreements that China and 
India have repeatedly reached among themselves since the 1990s 
actually offer a good enough framework for how to resolve this 
dispute over the long term,” he added. What China has done is that 
it has thrown all those understandings overboard, Tellis said. “And 
it is very important to recognise this that whatever the provoca-
tions may have been, the provocations created by Article 370 or 
whatever, I do not think they justified a reaction of this kind. Be-
cause a diplomatic provocation should have, you know, elicited a 
diplomatic response, rather than a quick jump to military action, 
which has enormous risks.
“By China taking the step to move quickly to military action, which 
has now resulted in loss of lives, I think it has put itself on the oppo-
site side of the United States, which is arguing more loudly than ever 
for a rules-based community,” he added.
“And so, even beyond the Trump administration’s own bilateral prob-
lems with China, I think they were left in absolutely no position but to 
support India on this count and I think even a Democratic administra-
tion would have done the same in these circumstances,” Tellis said.

Appeal In Israel Against...
In May, the Israeli government asked the Supreme Court to dismiss 
the petition, as any attempt to investigate or screen Indian police of-
ficers would be considered an intervention into India’s internal affairs 
– which could damage relations between the two nations.
India and Israel signed a comprehensive agreement in 2014 to coop-
erate on issues related to “public and homeland security”, including 
fighting organised crime, money laundering, human trafficking and 
counterterrorism operations.
International rights groups have accused Israeli forces of using exces-
sive force against Palestinians and restricting their movements in ter-
ritories Israel occupies illegally.
The use of live ammunition, shooting civilians at checkpoints, torture 
of detainees, arrest of children and extrajudicial killings are well-doc-
umented since Israel occupied large parts of Palestine in 1967.
Avivi said, in light of Israel’s ill-treatment of Palestinians and migrants 
in the occupied territories, it was vital to understand that the coun-
try’s forces training military and police abroad “ends up further hurt-
ing people around the world”.
‘Nefarious institution’
More than half a million Indian forces are deployed in Kashmir – 
home to some 12 million people – to quell a decades-old armed re-
bellion against Indian rule.
‘We can’t sit quietly’
Activist Avivi and Knesset member Cassif both have little optimism, 
if at all, that the case can be won in the Israeli Supreme Court, citing 
previous examples when the court dismissed similar petitions.
In July, the court dismissed a petition demanding that foreign diplo-
mats who were war criminals should be refused visits to Israel’s Holo-
caust Memorial. The court said it could not interfere in the diplomatic 
issues and choices of the Israeli government.
Cassif said if the court were to rule in their favour, “to a certain extent, 
it would be unprecedented”. Despite what the final ruling may be, Avivi 
said she and the petitioners wanted their opposition to be on paper.
“We understand that it [the petition] won’t be successful, but we can’t 
just sit quietly,” Avivi said, according to Al Jazeera.

Masrat Zahra Receives ...
“To work in this industry is to bring the truth,” the 26-year-old journal-
ist said during a virtual ceremony. Zahra’s work shines a light on the 
stories of women who would otherwise likely be forgotten in deeply 
patriarchal South Asia. “My pictures offer a glimpse of the everyday 
struggle of the people in Kashmir,” said the 12th journalist to receive 
the Peter Mackler prize, distributed by the Global Media Forum in part-
nership with Agence France Presse and Reporters Without Borders.
“It gives a voice to the ones silenced by the conflict,” she continued.
Zahra said that being a Muslim woman “amplifies” her anxiety 
as a journalist working in such conditions — but her identity also 
drives her work. The award was established in 2008 to recognise 
courageous and ethical journalism. “Masrat Zahra exhibits the 
very qualities that my late husband, Peter Mackler, fostered in the 
new generation of reporters whose path he crossed,” said Cathe-
rine Antoine, president of the Global Media Forum Training Group 
and founder of the award.
“Masrat’s complete dedication to reporting the story, no matter the 
risks, along with her mental fearlessness and creative approach to use 
any medium at her disposal to bear witness to the world made our 
choice easy.”

Lament Over Lawyer: ‘He ...
“We told the unmasked duo to have a seat and enquired the purpose 
of their meetings with our son,” a family member told Kashmir Ob-

server. “They said they need to meet Babar to discuss the case.” 
For the family, it was nothing unusual, as their lawyer son would usu-
ally attend clients at home and discuss their cases.
As the assassins entered the advocate’s room, they started firing at 
him and left like a “bullet”.
“We came out of our rooms and saw Babar running towards us. He 

was shot and bleeding profusely. ‘Zafar, Mahe Layikh Goole’ (Zafar, I 
have been shot) he told his brother,” the family member said.
He was rushed to the hospital but was declared brought dead by the 
doctors at SKIMS.
“I can’t forget his head,” the family member continued. “It had a hole 
and the blood was oozing profusely.”
Insert Pic 3 here
At his ancestral home, not only his friends and relatives, his clients—
whose cases he would fight without charging any fee—were equally 
wailing his passing.
“I’m fighting a case against government gunman Papa Kashtwari, 
who killed my father,” said Zahoor Ahmad of Nishat, Srinagar, who 
had turned up for condolence. “My counsel was advocate Babar Qa-
dri. For years he didn’t charge a penny for the case.”
Not only that, the family member said, the fallen advocate would ar-
range fares and give monetary help to many poor families, whose kin 
were detained in militancy or stone-pelting cases.
Insert Pic 4 here
After his stint with student politics, Qadri had started practicing law in 

2008 and shortly became known for taking up cases for detained juveniles. 
He launched the All J&K People’s Justice Party and had named him-
self its President. Following this, his membership of the Kashmir High 
Court Bar Association (KHCBA) was suspended. 
But over the year, the 40-year-old lawyer became a regular TV de-
bater, known for calling spade a spade. 
“We would usually scold him for his appearance in TV debates but 
he would say ‘who will talk on behalf of Kashmiris’,” his father Syed 
Yaseen Qadri told Kashmir Observer. 
“He would tell his father, ‘if you had given service for the Kashmir 
cause throughout your life, why wouldn’t I? But I want to do it in my 
own style,” a family relative said. 
Insert Pic 5 here
Back in his home, his inconsolable friends describe him a “lion” who 
would roar in front of anyone.
“He was not hardcore, but he would have argument with his col-
leagues at court but on next day he would say sorry and spread smiles 
on their faces,” said Advocate Shafqat Nazir, Babar’s close friend. “It’s 
unbelievable that he is no longer with us.”
Before he was shot dead, the senior Qadri said his son would receive 
threats in-front of his family. 
“Even the last time,” his father said, “BJP Spokesman Sambit Patra told him 
in a live TV show, ‘Babar, tum abi zinda hou’ (Are you still alive, Babar?)”

Police Forms SIT To Probe...
will include a legal expert apart from senior officers of the police.
"The SIT has been asked to investigate the matter and solve the case 
immediately and ascertain which militant and outfit was involved in 
the incident, Kumar said. Qadri was shot at by unidentified militants 
at his residence in the Hawal area of the city Thursday evening. He 
succumbed to the injuries on the way to a hospital.
Kumar said the assailants would be arrested or neutralised soon.
We will arrest them as soon as possible and if we cannot arrest them, 
we will try to neutralise them in an encounter. This case is a top prior-
ity for us, the IGP said. Giving details about the incident, Kumar said 
two persons posing as clients with files in their hands and faces cov-
ered with masks came to Qadri's house Thursday evening.
They called the lawyer saying that they want some suggestion for an 
accident case. When the lawyer came down, they fired upon him in-
discriminately with a pistol. He received four bullets in his head and 
succumbed to injuries on the way to a hospital.
"When the militants were fleeing, they fired a few rounds in the air. We 
are assessing the CCTV footage from a camera installed nearby, he said.
The IGP said the Qadri's car was fired upon in 2018 and he had a threat 
perception but had declined to shift to a safe zone.
"A police officer, who is a relative of Babar, had requested him to shift 
from Hawal area to a safe zone, but the lawyer declined. Local police of-
ficers also said they were requesting him to shift for the last one week as 
the locality was congested and the police patrolling was difficult.
"He (Qadri) had said he did not want to leave his house. I have seen the 
tweet by him about danger to his life. Unfortunately he had not tagged 
the Kashmir police in that tweet, but Jammu police, Kumar said.
The IGP appealed to people -- whether protected or not -- who face a 
threat to approach the police.
Babar had not shared any such thing with us, otherwise we would 
have shifted him to a safer place, he said.

Qadri’s Killing Heartbreaking’...
and heartbreaking”. Hurriyat expressed with the bereaved family 
and prayed for the departed soul. “As the conflict lingers another 
precious life falls prey to it. APHC reiterated that the resolution of 
the Kashmir dispute peacefully is the only way to ensure that pre-
cious human lives on all sides are saved from getting consumed in 
it,” the Hurriyat spokesperson said. APHC, he said also condemns 
the continued witch hunt of youth, traders , families of Hurriyat 
leaders and activists and others by various government agencies.

Car Falls Into Kathua Gorge,...
Singh (55), a resident of Sandhar, and Darshno Devi (50), a resident 
of Sialag. A police team from Basholi reached the spot in Jandarli and 
started investigation.

India, Pak Troops Trade Fire...
reported on own side,” he said. Today’s ceasefire violation comes a 
day after Pakistani troops breached truce in Sunderbani sector of 
Rajouri district. 

DGP Awards 25 CRPF Personnel 
excellent presence of mind and swift action during a militant at-
tack on 17 August 2020, a police spokesman said. Twenty-two other 
CRPF personnel were awarded commendation certificate class-1 
along with a cash reward of Rs 5,000 each. The spokesman said the 
DGP has expressed hope that these officers and personnel will con-
tinue to work with the same zeal and zest and earn more and more 
rewards and honours for their force and themselves. 
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 

This Day In History

From KO Archives

Accession 
Conditional: NC
Observer News Service

S
RINAGAR- In a significant departure from its known 
stance vis-a-vis Kashmir issue and centre-state rela-
tions, the National Conference today appealed to Indian 
and Pakistani leaders “to settle Kashmir issue without 

any delay so that the on-going massacre should be stopped”.
“The long pending issue may be settled according to the 

will of Kashmiri people who are the real masters of Kashmir”, a 
National Conference press release issued by the provincial pres-
ident of the party and MLC G N Shaheen read. He demanded 
that all ‘innocent detenues languishing in many jails should be 
released without any delay”.

Expressing ‘great concern’, the NC leader said Kashmiri 
youth were not being provided central jobs which was “to¬tally 
against norms”. He demanded that Muslims as well as people 
from other communities should be given jobs.

NC leader also expressed concern that the central 
gov¬ernment had not so far released the annual plan for 
devel¬opment works to the state and said “the fundamental-
ist Hindus are wholly and solely responsible for demolishing 
historical Babri Masjid as/well as one portion of Golden temple 
in Amritsar”. He said it was the golden chance to restore peace 
and restore autonomy in the state.

Talking to Observer News Service this evening, Sha¬heen 
said the state’s accession to India was conditional; Even at that 
time, a solemn pledge had been made to ascertain the final opin-
ion of the state people. “That pledge was never redeemed as the 
people’s opinion was never ever sought”, he asserted.

On the denial of central government jobs to Kashmiri Mus-
lims, Shaheen said he endorsed the views of Shiv Sena supremo, 
Bal Thakarey that he would never allow any non-Maharash-
trian get a job in his state. He assert¬ed locals should be given 
representations in the state administration. He described the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) of Mufti Muhammad Sayeed 
as that of the former state governor and BJP leader, ‘Jagmohan, 
as the former was responsible for sending the latter to Jammu 
and Kashmir’. 

(Kashmir Observer, September 26, 2000)

•	 TRAFFIC	POLICE	:	9419993745,	01998-266686
•	 PCR:	0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD:	0194-2450213
•	 FIRE	AND	EMERGENCY	SERVICES	:
												2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD:	18001807011
•	 SMC	HEALTH	OFFICER:	9469409081

SHIEK	UL	ALAM	AIRPORT:	01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR:	0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG:	01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA:	0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA:	01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE:	01933-294132
•	 PATTAN:	01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND:	01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu	highway	-	(	Open	)
•	 Mughal	Road	-	(Open)
•	 Srinagar-	Leh-	(Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR	 4:	58

ZUHR	 12:	22

ASR	 4:41

Magrib	 6:27
ISHA	 7:47

•	 46	BC	-	Julius	Caesar	dedicates	a	temple	to	his	mythi-
cal	ancestor	Venus	Genetrix	in	accordance	with	a	vow	
he	made	at	the	battle	of	Pharsalus.

•	 1901	-	Great	Britain	annexes	the	Ashanti	Kingdom	and	
places	it	under	the	governor	of	the	Gold	Coast	(Ghana)

•	 1938	 -	Hitler	 issues	ultimatum	to	Czech	government,	
demanding	Sudenten	Land

•	 1940	-	Airplane	manufacturer	in	Woolston	bombed,	30	killed
•	 1940	-	Japanese	troops	attack	French	Indo-China
•	 1944	-	British	&	Polish	paratroopers	evacuate	Ooster-

beek	(Arnhem)
•	 1944	-	Soviet	forces	occupy	Estonia
•	 1950	-	Because	of	forest	fire	in	Br	Columbia,	blue	moon	

appears	in	England
•	 1953	-	US	&	Spain	sign	defense	treaty	(4	US	bases	in	Spain)
•	 1954	-	Japanese	ferry	boat	Toya	Maru	sinks	in	Strait	of	

Tsugaru,	1172	die
•	 1957	-	USSR	performs	nuclear	test	at	Eastern	Kazakh/

Semipalitinsk	USSR
•	 1962	-	Yemen	Arab	Republic	proclaimed	(National	Day)
•	 1973	-	Turkey’s	state	of	siege	ends	(after	2½	years)
•	 1980	-	Soyuz	38	returns	to	Earth
•	 1983	-	Cosmonauts	Titov	&	Strekalov	are	saved	from	

exploding	Soyuz	T-10
•	 1983	-	Lebanon	premier	Chafiq	Wazzan	offers	to	resigns
•	 1983	-	Soviet	military	officer	Stanislav	Petrov	averts	a	

worldwide	nuclear	war	by	judging	supposed	missile	at-
tack	from	the	US	an	error

•	 1984	 -	 President	 Reagan	 vetoes	 sanctions	 against	
South	Africa

•	 1985	-	Tunisia	drops	diplomatic	relations	with	Libya
•	 1988	-	US	space	shuttle	STS-26	launched
•	 1989	-	Last	Vietnamese	soldiers	leave	Cambodia
•	 1989	 -	 Soviet	 Foreign	Minister	 Eduard	 Shevardnadze	

calls	 for	 total	 destruction	 of	 Soviet	 &	 US	 chemical	
weapons

•	 1992	-	Nigerian	Air	Force	Hercules	C-130	crashes	three	
minutes	after	take-off	from	Lagos,	Nigeria,	killing	163

•	 1992	-	Tsuruhiko	Kiuchi	discovers	comet	Swift-Tuttle
•	 1993	 -	 Indians	win	 their	 last	 game	at	 Cleveland	Sta-

dium,	beating	Brewers	6-4
•	 1995	 -	Earliest	 1st-class	cricket	 in	Aust	 season	(Qld	v	

Western	Prov)	

HIJRI 
CALENDAR
	08	Safar
1442

With profound grief and sorrow, it is to inform 
that Haseena Bashir, wife of Late Bashir Ahmad 
Mir Resident  of Tankipora Dadi Kadal Srinagar at 
present Usmania Colony Shahdab Lane Bagh-e-
Mehtab Srinagar has passed away on 25-09-2020. 
There will be no congregational fateha khawani in 
view of COVID-19 pandemic.

SAD DEMISE

BEREAVED FAMILY
FAYAZ AHMAD MIR, MUSHTAQ AHMAD MIR, 7006971308

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT OFFICER KASHMIR

Notice
Where as an application for transfer of  
ownership has been received from  M/S 
Akbar Worsted Spining Mills Prop: Mohd 
Yousuf  R/o 41, Industrial Estate Zainakot 
(Transferor) of Fartuner bearing registra-
tion No. JK01T- 9876 chasis No: 5030271 

Engine No: 143756 Model 2012 in favour of Arfat Ahmad S/o Abdul Gani 
R/o Kralpora Baghi Mehtab Sgr
Now, therefore, it is notified for the information of the general, public that 
representation/ Objection, if any in connection with proposed transfer 
will be received within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice 
in the daily newspaper Kashmir Observer to the address of undersigned.
No, representation/ objection shall be considered unless it is made writing 
it is made in the aforesaid period.
NOJK-RTOK 1874 Sd/-
Dated: 24/09/2020 Regional Transport Office, Kashmir
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Office of the Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Kakapora 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

Short term  E-NIT NO.12 OF 2020-21 (e-Tendering) 
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K, e-Tenders are invited on item rate basis from approved and 

Eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. for the following works. 
 

S. 
NO. 

 

Name of work 
Adv. Cost 
In Lakhs 

 
Time of 

Completion 

Cost of 
Tender 
Doc. In 

Rs. 

Earnest    
  Money  
   in. Rs. 

 
Class of 

Contract 

 
Head      

of   Account 

 

 

1 

Construction of flood protection 
work on Sasara Nallah at Trichal 
from land of  Wali Mohammad Bhat 
to Bashir Ahmad  Mir  Panchayat 
Halqa Trichal Block Pulwama  

7.83 15 days 800/ 15660/ CEE/ 
DEE 

MH-4515 
B2V 

Programme 

 
    Position of Funds: - Committed   

No. of works Advertized: - (01) No) 
 
  1.The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria,  
specifications, Drawings, Set of terms and conditions and other details can be seen/  
downloaded from the Departmental website www.jktenders.gov.inas per schedule of dates  
given below. 

01 Date of issue of Tender Notice 24-09-2020 (06.00 pm) 

02 Date of start of downloading. 24-09-2020 (06.00 pm) 

03 Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial. 25-09-2020 (10.00 am) 

04 Bid submission end date. 01-10-2020 (04.00 pm) 

05 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online). 03-10-2020 (11.00 am) 

 
 
Terms and Conditions 

1.  Bids must be accompanied with proof of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury receipt/e-
challan under (MH: 0070-OAS Remittance) in favour of Executive Engineer Flood Control Division 
Kakapora (tender inviting authority), and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR from any 
schedule or nationalized bank pledged to Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Kakapora 
(Tender Receiving Authority). 

2.  The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified on departmental 
websitewww.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e- mail 
message on their e-mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online 
on same web site in the office of the Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Kakapora. 
The bid for the work shall remain valid for period of 90 days from the date of opening of bid. 

 
 
 

Office of the Executive Engineer 
Flood Control Division Kakapora

3. The earnest money shall be forfeited if:-
a. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make
any modification in terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 7 Days after fixation of
contract.
4. Instruction to bidders regarding e-Tendering process:-
Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as
well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on web sitewww.jktenders.gov.in acquaint bid 
No.:-FCDK/Camp/1817-1839 Sd/-
Dated:-24-09-2020  Executive Engineer
DIPK-6291/20  Flood Control Division  Kakapora

  GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION & FC DIVISION BARAMULLA

CORRIGENDUM TO E- TENDER NOTICE NO.11 of 2020-21
Issued under Endstt. No. I&FCDB/2043-64 

Dated 19-09-2020

 Due to oversight/technical error while uploading the BOQ of S. No. 02 & 03 of 
e-tender No. 11 of 2020-21, the  work at S,No.02 & 03 are  hereby cancelled with 
immediate effect.
 
All other quantities, units, Rates, dates, terms & condition shall remain same as 
laid down in the said e- tender notice.

No: I&FCDB/ CC/2166-68
Dated: 23-09-2020

Executive Engineer
Irrigation and FC Division

DIPK-6318/20  Baramulla

Action oriented approach 
fundamental aim of B2V3: Kansal
Reviews preparations for upcoming B2V3
SRINAGAR : Principal Secretary Pow-
er Development & Information, depart-
ments, Rohit Kansal today reviewed the 
arrangements regarding the flagship 
"Back to Village-3 (B2V3) programme 
starting from 2nd October to 12th Octo-
ber, 2019 at Civil Secretariat here.

Commissioner Secretary GAD, 
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, Secretary 
Rural Development and Panchayati 
Raj, Sheetal Nanda, Secretary Plan-
ning, Development, Monitoring and 
Disaster Management Departments, 
Simrandeep Singh, Director Infor-
mation and Public Relations, Dr. 
Syed Sehrish Asgar was also pres-
ent during the meeting while all the 
Deputy Commissioners of Kashmir, 
Jammu Divisions, Chief Engineers 
of PDD, Jal Shakti of both divisions 
participated in the meeting through 
video conferencing.

While chairing the meeting, the 

Principal Secretary stressed upon 
the DCs that the fundamental objec-
tive of B2V3 programme should be 
an action oriented approach on all 
the works that have been allotted 
or started during the previous two 
Back to Villages programmes.

He impressed upon the Deputy 
Commissioners that the plan for 
works to be carried out in this phase 
of B2V should be prepared well in 
advance besides arrangements for 
holding Gram Sabhas, Ward Sab-
has, Bal Sabhas and Mahila Sab-
has should be done earliest and the 
public should be made aware about 
these programmes beforehand.

Kansal instructed the DCs 
that a proper mechanism should 
be developed regarding segrega-
tion of grievances received during 
the B2V3. He added that the public 
should also be intimated about the 

status of these grievances in a prop-
er time frame.

Highlighting the need of de-
partmental coordination during the 
programme, the Principal Secre-
tary maintained that B2V is entire-
ly an inter departmental effort. He 
directed the DCs to ensure that all 
departments are represented dur-
ing the B2V3 programme besides 
specified counters of all depart-
ments should be established in each 
visiting block highlighting differ-
ent beneficiary schemes and other 
programmes for the general public.

Terming this phase of B2V vil-
lage has a unique affair, Kansal 
informed the meeting that during 
B2V3 Safai Abhiyan in all Pan-
chayats should be carried out with 
other activities like mega Gram 
Sabha and sports programmes. He 
asked the DCs that people should be 

encouraged about using dustbins 
and biodegradable materials so as 
to maintain cleanliness in their 
surroundings. He directed them to 
hold awareness camps in each pan-
chayats for the same besides other 
mediums should also be used to 
maximize the reach of the informa-
tion disseminated.

Kansal impressed upon the DCs 
that they should establish Control 
Rooms for B2V3 programme in their 
respective districts and directed 
them that they should hold a meet 
with visiting officers of Panchayats 
before and after B2V3 programme.

He further instructed the DCs 
that the visiting officers should be 
provided with information regard-
ing languishing projects, major 
developmental plans and schemes 
carried in the district, besides ac-
tion taken report on all the works 

carried out during B2V1 and B2V2 
should also be given to each visit-
ing officer. He directed them that 
a detailed meeting with all the line 
officers in their districts should be 
held before the actual start of B2V3.

Speaking during the meeting, 
Commissioner Secretary GAD, 
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi stressed 
upon the officers that they should de-
velop an appropriate training sched-
ule for all the visiting officers of the 
Panchayats as this phase of B2V is 
much larger than the earlier phases.

The Principal Secretary im-
pressed upon the Deputy Commission-
ers that the upcoming Block Diwas on 
30th September will be the main activ-
ity before the actual start of B2V3. He 
directed them to ensure that reports on 
all the developmental works going on 
in their respective districts are submit-
ted before the final Block Diwas day.

Hail Storm Causes Damage
to Apple Orchards
Srinagar: A strong wind and hail storm 
uprooted trees and caused damage to or-
chards and fresh fruits in Shadab Karewa 
of South Kashmir’s Shopian district on 
Friday evening. Reports said that fruit 
laden trees and standing crops were dam-
aged and a number of trees were uprooted 
after a windstorm struck the area.

Following the wind and hailstorm, 

power supply was also snapped due to the 
breaking of electric poles and cables.

They said that strong winds also caused 
damage to many residential houses.

Windstorm also caused damage to 
some shops in the Charar-e-Sharif area of 
Central Kashmir’s Budgam district.

  MeT has predicted intermittent rain-
fall on 26 and 27 of this month. 

Poor Can’t Afford Flu 
Vaccine, Make it Free: DAK 
Srinagar: Doctors Association Kashmir 
(DAK) on Friday urged health authorities 
in Kashmir valley to provide free flu vac-
cine to poor people.

“That would increase vaccine uptake 
and save lives,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

“Poor are not getting vaccinated 
against the flu and cost is the barrier. One 
flu vaccine costs Rs 1680. High cost of the 
vaccine keeps it out of reach for poor peo-
ple,” he said

“The price makes the flu vaccine inac-
cessible to the poor,” he said adding “un-
affordability of the vaccine is putting the 
lives of poor people at serious risk.”

“Unvaccinated individuals not only 
risk themselves, but they put the health of 
the whole community at risk.”

He said vaccination is the single best 
defense against flu and should be done be-
fore the start of flu season which begins in 
October and can last as late as May.

Flu vaccine reduces illnesses, doctors’ 
visits, hospitalization and death.

Dr Nisar said this year it is more im-
portant than ever to get the flu vaccine 
to reduce the spread of flu and keep the 
healthcare system from being overtaxed 
with continued surge of Covid-19 infection.

Studies have indicated that flu vaccine 
reduces the risk of severe Covid-19 infec-
tion by improving your innate immunity.

“This season’s flu vaccine is vital to 
avoid dual epidemics of flu and Covid-19 
that could overwhelm the already bur-
dened health care system.”

He said while the vaccine is recom-
mended for all, it is especially needed in 
young children, elderly, pregnant women 
and people with medical conditions.

“With re-opening of schools and flu sea-
son about to begin, it is vitally important to 
vaccinate your kids now,” Dr Nisar said.

“Children 6 months through 8 years 
getting vaccinated for the first time and 
those who have received only one dose in 
their life time should get two doses of vac-
cine this season spaced at least 4 weeks 
apart,” he said

Volleyball Tourney Held 
in Bandipora
BANDIPORA: Nadim Memorial Volley-
ball Championship-2020 concluded here, 
with Aragam Volleyball team winning 
the title.

The Additional Deputy Commission-
er (ADC) Bandipora, Zahoor Ahmad Mir 
who was also Chief Guest on the occasion 
distributed prizes among the winners.

The tournament was played on a 
double knockout basis. In the nail biting 
finish Aragam won the title by defeating 
Saderkoot Bala by 3-0. Sajid Pathan was 
declared Man of the Match for his out-
standing performance.

In-charge Sports Activities, Youth 
Services and Sports, Peerzada Khurshid 
Ahmad Shah said 16 teams from various 
villages of the district participated in the 
said championship in all age categories.

Speaking on the occasion, ADC said 
that the youngsters of Bandipora have 
showcased an exceptional performance in 
different activities and received recogni-
tion at national and international level.

He said the district administra-
tion has taken up the task to provide 
better sports infrastructure at village 
level so that the youth are able to pol-
ish their skills to perform better in 
competitions.

Mir said  during the two phases of 
Back to Village program and the ongo-
ing Jan Abhiyan campaign, the district 
administration took up the task to con-
struct playfields in each Panchayat un-
der MGNREGA and 14th FC so that local 
youth are provided a space to spend their 
leisure time in productive work.



Saturday|26-09-2020

Sunday Observer

Send your write ups and feedback at 
editpage.ko@gmail.com

BAB in ‘ The Srinagar Times’Surendra in ‘The Hindu’

Think
Opinion, Analysis, Essays

K A S H M I R

Printed & Published by Sajjad Haider on behalf of the 
Kashmir Observer LLP
Published from: # 5- Boulevard, Srinagar-190001
Printed at: KT Press Pvt. Ltd, Rangreth Ind Area, Srinagar.
RNI Registration No: 69503/98
Postal Registration No-L/159/KO/SK/2014-16

Editor-in-Chief : Sajjad Haider
Legal Counsel:  Tasaduq Khwaja
Switchboard: (0194) 2106304
Editorial:        (0194) 2502327
Email editorial: editor@kashmirobserver.net

F
ORTY-eight years after the 1971 war, which led to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh, each country involved in the 
conflict has institutionalised a distinct memory of the 
events of that year. In Bangladesh, the war is remem-

bered as the Bengali people's struggle against an oppressive 
Pakistan army.

In India and Pakistan, the war is often remembered as the 

Gatekeepers or Cheerleaders?
The threat to sacrosanctity of media is a matter of concern not only for us but for generations to come

Rising border conflicts in South Asia, as well 
as growing authoritarianism, militarization 

and xenophobia in the region and beyond, make it 
incumbent upon democratic nations to ensure the 
dignity and security of all people regardless of 
race, ethnicity, religion, gender or other attributes

NO HOLDS BARRED

P
ress freedom in India is being endlessly 
compromised by the ever developing nexus 
among legislators and degenerate distribut-
ers. In the age of digitalization, journalists 

are constrained either to toe the government's line 
or face consequences. Lion’s share of news media is 
by all accounts willfully diverting the majority from 
what ought to be really shown. This is writ large in 
the coverage given to topics that are sensational rath-
er than issues that are pressing and more sensitive. 

India is home to one of the greatest and fastest 
growing media industry on the planet. However, Me-
dia here is far from being fair. A nation with a popu-
lace of more than 138crores, is being ceaselessly in-
doctrinated by an assortment of biased news sources. 
India, which has a ground breaking and powerful 
electronic media with solid homegrown viewership 
is enabling a detrimental venture betweencorporate 
players, government and electronic media. Broadcast 
media, in particular, is creating news out of non-
sense. While instances of media bias are nothing new, 
it has now stretched far beyond the tolerable limits.  

One of the graces of a democratic system is the 
freedom of expression and the space that is provided 
to disagreement. It has four pillars: Judiciary, Legis-
lature, Executive and Media. The former three keep 
up an arrangement of balanced governance while as 
the media guarantees straightforwardness in each 
of the three frameworks. It makes us aware of differ-
ent social, monetary and policy centered issues that 
encompass us. As the backbone of democracy, media 
plays a vital function in molding it solid. Humans 
crave information, which is why they rely heavily 
upon media. The African-American Muslim minis-
ter and Human Rights activist, Malcolm X once said 
that, “The media is the most powerful entity on earth. 
They have the power to make the innocent guilty and 
to make the guilty innocent, and that's power, be-
cause they control the minds of the masses”.  

The deteriorating state of Journalism in India 
can also be seen as an outcome of increased surveil-
lance and censorship. World Press Freedom Index po-
sitions India at 138th out of 180. Media intimidation 
is surely a reality, however, it is a danger confront-
ed generally by correspondents situatedin smaller 
towns where a murder of journalist barely manages 
to draw wider attention on the issue. 

Currently under Governor’s rule, the New Me-
dia Policy was introduced in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Avinash Kumar, Amnesty International’s Executive 
Director for India, in an article published by Am-
nesty International in April said, “Harassment and 
intimidation of journalists through draconian laws 
such as UAPA threatens the efforts to address the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and creates an atmosphere of fear 
and reprisal. In Kashmir, this has been compounded 
through the general lockdown, prolonged restric-
tions on internet speed and arbitrary detentions often 
without any kind of documentation, access to lawyers 
and recourse to justice. This severely undermines the 
human rights guarantees of the people of Kashmir 
and denies the people in India and around the world 
the right to know”

A few cases that are not even pertinent to the 
overall population get a great deal of consideration 
while issues like joblessness, financial log jam, in-
crease in covid-19 cases get merely one show a month. 

The content in TV news media specifically is driven 
by an inclination to place sensation above sense in 
the quest for appraisals. The race for higher TRPs has 
made news media a mock epic. 

Advancement is inescapable in any industry, with 
media being no exception. However, the purpose of 
evolution should not bypass a collective cause. India 
has numerous difficult issues that require consider-
ationlike destitution, defilement, poverty, crime rate 
and so on. Power of media with the help of citizens 
can be a danger to any individual or organizationthat 
carries obstruction to any nation's development.

The threat to sacrosanctity of media is a matter 
of concern not only for us but for generations to come 
because the hogwash by contemporary media will 
eventually affect the next generation. 

The author is a freelance journalist based 
in Jammu and Kashmir 

Rashid ul KhaiR

The content in 
TV news media 

specifically is driven by 
an inclination to place 
sensation above sense 
in the quest for 
appraisals. The race 
for higher TRPs has 
made news media a 
mock epic. 

Northeast India Caught In The Middle Again
BinalaKshmi nepRam

I
ndia and China are once again 
clashing along their disputed bor-
der in the Himalayas — for the first 
time since 1975. Soldiers on both 

sides have lost their lives — including at 
least 20 Indians and an unknown num-
ber of their Chinese counterparts.

Yet headlines in the outside world 
have largely overlooked the fate of lo-
cal civilians — embodied by five young 
men from the northeastern state of 
Arunachal Pradesh. Apparently hired 
as porters for the Indian Army, they 
were captured by the Chinese on Sept. 
1 and held captive until just a few days 
ago, when, thankfully, they were finally 
returned home to their families.

Those of us who call India’s North-
east home aren’t at all surprised to 
hear that geopolitics is once again 
overshadowing the lives of the people 
who live in the area. For decades, we 
have coped with the fallout from in-
tense regional militarization and the 
excesses of the Indian security state. 
We’ve also spent generations contend-
ing with deep-seated racism among our 
compatriots — a regrettable reaction 
to the amazing ethnic and religious 
diversity of our strategically sensitive 
region, which borders on five different 
countries (China, Myanmar, Bhutan, 
Nepal and Bangladesh).

Connected to the rest of India by a 
14-mile “chicken-neck corridor,” our re-
gion is home to 45 million people from 
over 272 indigenous communities who 
speak more than 400 languages and dia-
lects and adhere to several indigenous 
and other faiths. The area includes four 
formerly independent nation-states that 
joined India between 1940 and 1975. To 
quell local insurgencies, India imposed 
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act in 
the region in 1958, a de facto martial law 
that continues until the present day.

The conflict in northeast India has 
resulted in the killing of over 50,000 
people. The International Committee of 
Jurists has reported over 1,500 cases of 
extrajudicial executions, while Human 
Rights Watch and other groups have 
documented numerous cases of arrest, 
torture and rape over the years. Our 
schools, colleges, cultural sites and hills 
have become military barracks.

The war has widowed countless 
women. Manipur alone has 20,000 regis-
tered war widows. In 2007, I set up the 
Manipur Women Gun Survivors Net-
work to help female survivors of the 
conflict.

Most troubling of all, our region re-
mains relatively unknown to the rest of 
India and the world. Our histories are 
not taught in any Indian schools — even 
in Northeast India itself — and the na-
tional government restricts media and 
humanitarian access to the region.

That ignorance has helped to fuel 
widespread racism against those from 
our region who have found ourselves in 
other parts of India. Perhaps the most 
notorious case occurred in 2014, when 
19-year-old Nido Tania was beaten to 
death in New Delhi by a group of men 
who hurled racial insults at him, called 
him (among other things) “Chinese.” 

His killing was something of a tipping 
point, stirring protests against the cul-
ture of racist violence long endured by 
the indigenous peoples of India.

Yet such bigotry did not end with 
Nido Tania’s death. It stirred again 
when covid-19 hit India and the world. 
The first case of the virus was reported 
in the country in February 2020, and 
it sparked a stark increase in attacks 
against indigenous people simply be-
cause they, like Nido Tania, looked 
different. Since the pandemic began, 
indigenous peoples from our region 
have been thrown out of rented apart-
ments, beaten, removed from jobs, 

detained, spat at, called “corona carri-
ers” and told to “go back to China” for 
looking “more Asian” than other Indi-
ans. In the early stages of the covid-19 
pandemic, the Northeast India Women 
Initiative for Peace, of which I am a 
founding member, documented at least 
200 racially motivated attacks.

The Citizenship Amendment Act 
passed by Narendra Modi’s Hindu na-
tionalist government discriminates 
against indigenous peoples who live 
within India, including those who fol-
low indigenous faiths. Of the 2 million 
people left out of the National Register 
of Citizens, we estimate that 700,000 are 
indigenous peoples living in Assam and 
the Northeast.

While India signed the U.N. Con-
vention on Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination in 1967, the 
Indian Parliament has yet to pass 
any laws that address racism in the 
country. A report from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs has proposed ur-
gently needed reforms. As a multi-
ethnic, multi-religious country, In-
dia should also adopt the National 
Action Plan to Combat Racism pro-
posed by activists. India should also 
include information on the history, 
culture and politics of Northeast In-
dia in school curricula.

Rising border conflicts in South 
Asia, as well as growing authoritarian-
ism, militarization and xenophobia in 
the region and beyond, make it incum-
bent upon democratic nations to ensure 
the dignity and security of all people 
regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, 
gender or other attributes — and that in-
cludes the indigenous peoples of North-
east India. Only then can we success-
fully address the issues of racism, social 
justice and health, and bring about sus-
tainable peace and development.

....
Washington Post
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Physical Disability 
and Depression

T
he common definitions of physical 
disability available easily on the 
internet is that it is a substantial 
and long-term condition affecting 

a part of a person’s body that impairs and 
limits their physical functioning, mobil-
ity, stamina or dexterity. Observing mi-
nutely this definition, it seems that only 
physical functioning, mobility, stamina or 
dexterity is assumed to be affected. 

However, this definition eliminates 
the presence of other challenges that are 
as much of an outcome of being a person 
with disability. This dominantly ignores 
the correlation between physical disabil-
ity and mental health. Many researches 
have explored the causality between phys-
ical disability and mental health especial-
ly depression. 

My personal experience has made it ob-
vious that traditionally, our society looks 
down upon people with disability. I myself 
am a Person With Disability (PWD).These 
three alphabets should only describe my 
physique but not my emotions , my men-
tal strength, my creative ability, my abil-
ity to earn(both money and respect) or my 
caliber to absorb pressure. However, there 
are times when the assumptions of society 
make me question my own self-image. But 
when others are preferred over me for no 
fault of mine, I seek inspiration through 
people like Robert Collis, Christy Brown, 
Helen Adams Keller and Stephen William 
Hawking.  I seek my inspiration not from 
people who consider me less than them but 
from people who’ve done far better even as 
they had physical disabilities. 

In a study conducted by James D. 
Leeper, Lee W. Badger, and Tamar Milo, it 
was argued that persons claiming physical 
disability who were evaluated at a prima-
ry care health center in a small southern 
city were administered the Diagnostic In-
terview Schedule. Fifty-six per cent of the 
43 patients were found to have one or more 
psychiatric disorders. 

Forty-three consecutive disability 
determination patients were the subjects 
for this pilot study. There were 23 males, 
15 of them White; the 20 females were 
equally divided between Black and White. 
Sixty per cent (N = 9) of the White males 
were between ages 50 and 59 whereas the 

Black males were represented approxi-
mately equally in the 10-year intervals be-
tween ages 30 and 69. Black females were 
younger (50 per cent were less than 39 
years old) than White females (70% were 
over 50 years old). Fifty-six per cent of the 
patients were found to have one or more 
current psychiatric disorders according 
to the DIS. Ten patients had one disorder, 
seven had two disorders, two had three 
disorders, two had four disorders, and 
three had five disorders. The most com-
mon DIS diagnoses were phobia, anxiety, 
and panic. Other diagnoses were alcohol-
ism, depression, somatization, organic 
brain syndrome, schizophrenia, and bar-
biturate dependence. Two-thirds of Blacks 
and 48 per cent of Whites had one or more 
diagnosis. Proportionately more males 
than females had one or more diagnosis. 
An equal percentage of those under age 50 
and those age 50 or older had one or more 
diagnosis. Married patients had a slightly 
lower prevalence of disorder than those 
unmarried. None of these relationships 
was statistically significant.

Albert Schweitzer, a French-German 

theologian once said, “The purpose of 
human life is to serve, and to show com-
passion and the will to help others”. This 
approach is the need of the hour in our so-
ciety. We need awareness as much as com-
passion. Ableism and Ableist language 
should be discouraged in our society. 
Meaningful interventions should be made 
to ensure that people with disability have 
better access to resources and opportuni-
ties. We need to normalize as well as sen-
sitize people towards physical disability. 
This will be only possible if we change con-
ventional attitudes. People with disability 
only need others to treat them with dignity 
as well as compassion, so they do not find 
such hindrances on their way to achieve 
things and contribute, both, economically 
as well as socially. 
P.S: I am a proud Person with Disability 

The Author is currently pursuing 
Masters in Financial Economics from 

Madras School of Economics, Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu 

Fahid Fayaz darangay

I seek my 
inspiration not 

from people who 
consider me less 
than them but from 
people who’ve done 
far better even as 
they had physical 
disabilities. 

Covered Mouth and Speaking Eyes
In the era of Covid-19, masks have altered the dynamics of 

conversations but studies show that eyes can also do the talking 

nigel holt

T
here’s a good chance that you 
when you leave the house today 
you’ll put on a face mask that 
obscures your mouth. Such cov-

erings can affect our ability to communi-
cate and provides a particular challenge 
to those that need to see lips to under-
stand speech.

But what of the eyes that remain un-
covered? Shakespeare said the eyes were 
the windows to the soul. I’m not sure 
about “souls”, but it’s very clear that eyes 
can provide a great deal of information.

It’s why poker players sometimes 
wear dark glasses because of a fear of 
giving away a “tell”, a tiny almost im-
perceptible cue to other players that they 
are holding a good hand, or bluffing. This 
might be common wisdom, but there is 
also some science that supports this.

Our emotions are how we understand 
others and how they understand us. And 
research has found that it is possible to 
interpret people’s emotions by analysing 
their eyes. In 2017, researchers at Cornell 
University showed volunteers images of 
eyes expressing different emotions: sad-
ness, disgust, anger, joy, surprise or fear.

The participants were able to consis-
tently rate how well different words de-
scribing mental states matched the “eye 
expression”. The researchers concluded 
that the eyes provide essential interper-
sonal insight, and that different aspects 
of the eyes (such as how open they are or 
how sloped the brow is) give information 
about different mental states.

The neuroscience is also interesting 
here. We know humans are exceptional-
ly sensitive to very tiny changes in direc-
tion of gaze. When you are trying to judge 
which direction someone is looking in, it 
significantly activates your amygdala, a 
part of the brain we have long known to 
be associated with emotion. This shows 
there is a link between emotion and eyes 
at a neurological level.

We know that the amygdala is rele-
vant in all things to do with emotion, and 

it is best known for its role in fear and 
its mediation of the “fight or flight” re-
sponse. Further research has shown that 
the amygdala is also active when we are 
monitoring the scene for events where a 
person may be looking in our direction, 
or changing their direction of gaze.

This could indicate the importance 
of the eyes in finding a mate, expressing 
interest in others, or perhaps conversely 
in identifying threats from others. In 
short, we are wired to extract informa-
tion from the eyes – information that 
can help us assess the emotions of those 
around us and so allow us to engage 
more effectively with them.

There is further evidence of the im-
portance of the eyes from neurochemis-
try. We know that oxytocin, a naturally 
produced hormone, is important in so-
cial interactions and that it may be im-
portant in how we perceive the faces of 
those around us.

Researchers have found that, when 
shown images of faces, people who are 

given oxytocin spend more time look-
ing at the eyes than those given a pla-
cebo. Since oxytocin is a factor in social 
interactions, this finding suggests the 
eyes are very important in how we un-
derstand our engagement and interac-
tion with those around us. Those with 
elevated levels of oxytocin appear to seek 
out the eyes to help them better engage 
socially with others.

For the dog-lovers among us, there’s 
also some research that suggests that 
when dogs and their owners look into 
each other’s eyes, oxytocin levels in-
crease in both the humans and the pets, 
suggesting an increased social bond. 
This only seems to happen with domes-
ticated dogs with whom a close social 
bond is important to the owners and 
their animals, the results are not shown 
with wolves.

Eye don’t believe it
There are, however, some things that 

the eyes can’t tell us. There is one rather 

sticky myth that comes from so-called 
“neurolinguistic programming” (NLP), 
the approach often favoured by those 
who like to claim you can use psychol-
ogy to achieve an advantage over others.

The theory goes that if someone is 
looking up and to the right when they 
are talking then that somehow indicates 
that they are lying. But when research-
ers filmed a group of people telling true 
and false stories, and then asked another 
group to try to spot the lies by looking 
at the speakers’ eyes, they found no evi-
dence for a link between lying and eye 
movements at all.

If you want to know what someone 
is feeling when face coverings are the 
norm, the eyes may well have the answer 
you are looking for. We can definitely tell 
if people are smiling by looking at their 
eyes, and a smile is so very important, 
now more than ever.

By arrangements with 
the  Conversation

We are wired 
to extract 

information 
from the eyes 
– information 
that can help 
us assess the 
emotions of 
those around 
us and so allow 
us to engage 
more 
effectively with 
them.

illustration: Dadu Shin
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

SKIMS Medical College 
BEMINA SRINAGAR-190018 (J&K) 

Phone (O) 0194-24920139, 2490137, 2494358. Extn No. 3259, 3104, 3106 
Email: aocollege@skimsmc.edu.in 

 

Sub:- Conduct of interview/viva-voce for the post of Assistant 
Librarian and Manager Hostel. 

It is notified for information of the shortlisted candidates who have 
appeared in written test for the below mentioned posts on 14-11-2019 and 
27-02-2020 notified vide notification No. SKIMS-MC/302(Adm)/2019/8477-85 
dated 23-10-2019 and SKIMS-MC/302(Adm)/2020/699-709 dated 01-02-2020 
respectively advertised vide Notice No. 01 SKIMS-MC of 2019 dated            
01-02-2019 that their Interview/viva-voce shall be conducted as per the below 
mentioned schedule. 

S. 
No. 

 Name of the post Date of 
Interview 

Reporting 
time 

Venue 

1. Assistant Librarian 
03-10-2020  

10:00 AM Auditorium, SKIMS 
Medical College, 
Bemina 2. Manager Hostel 10:30 AM 

The list of shortlisted candidates is available on the official website of 
SKIMS Medical College, Bemina i.e. www.skimsmc.edu.in 

1. The candidates shall have to produce all original academic/ 
technical certificates, valid Identity proof & one (01) latest 
Passport size photograph at the time of Interview. 

2. Mere figuring of name in the list does not entitle the candidate to 
appear in the Interview; however, it shall be subject to the 
scrutiny of all testimonials/eligibility of the candidates. 

3. In case of any deficiency with reference to eligibility etc. proved 
at the time of Interview, the candidate shall not be allowed to 
appear in the Interview, or if any deficiency is found subsequently 
the candidate shall not be considered for selection and will be 
treated as disqualified.   

4. The additional qualification(s)/reserved category certificate 
acquired by the candidate after the last date of submission of 
online application forms shall not be entertained.  

5. Any candidate found guilty of impersonation or submitting 
fabricated/tampered documents/ testimonials or making false, 
incorrect or suppressing material information shall be debarred 
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from Interview, besides, rendering him/ her liable for criminal 
prosecution under law.  

6. No further Interview call letter shall be issued to any candidate 
whose name figures in the shortlist. The candidates are required 
to report to the examination venue one hour before the start of 
interview on the scheduled date. 

7. Any candidate(s) not appearing in the interview on the scheduled 
date shall not be interviewed later. 

8. No candidate shall be allowed to appear in the interview without 
a face mask. 

9. Mobile Phone or any other electronic gadget is not allowed in the 
office premises. 

 

Note:   No TA/DA shall be paid for participation in the Interview. 
 

 
 

 I/C Administrative Officer 
No.  SKIMS-MC/302(Adm)/2020/    
Dated: -          - 09-     2020 
 

No.  SKIMS-MC/302(Adm)/2020/   I/C Administrative Officer
Dated: -          - 09-     2020  DIPK-6322/20

JAMMU & KASHMIR 
POWER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION BIJBEHARA,KPDCL

Phone No. 01932-234397    E-mail:xenstdbijbehara@gmail.com   
 
Subject: Construction of Compound Walling, Control Room Building, Earth Mat, RCC Foundations & 
Cable Trench etc for 1x10 MVA 33/11KV Receiving Station Redwani Bala 
Reference: e-NITNO.STB/15 of 2020-21, Dated: 05-09-2020

Corrigendum 01

Kindly read “Cost of tender document should be paid in the form of Demand Draft only, pledged to 
the Executive Engineer Sub transmission Division Bijbehara” instead of  “cost of tender document 
should be paid in the form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee only, pledged to the Executive Engineer Sub 
transmission Division Bijbehara” of above referred E-NIT.
Other terms and conditions as laid in the basic NIT shall remain same:

    Executive Engineer
Sub Transmission Division

DIPK-NB-2573/20               Bijbehara
NO:STB/1520-24;
Dated:24-09-2020

SRINAGAR DEVLEOPMENT AUTHORITY
Bemina Bye Pass Near SKI MS Medical College Srinagar, Kashmir- 190018

Tele 0194-2493191, fax: 0194-2493180

TENDER NOTICE NO: 03/DLM of 2020-21
On behalf of Vice Chairman. SDA. Sri nagar Development Authority invites tenders by e-tendering for Collection of parking charges at SDA's parking lots at different loca-
tions in Srinagar from approved and Eligible persons/ contractors/ firms’

s. No. Name of Job Parking fee For CAR/
JEEP

Parking fee 
for ZWheel-
ers

Minimum reserved 
bid For one year

Security Deposit 
@10% of the Mini-
mum Reserved bid

Coat of Tender Docu-
ment including 12% 
GST (Non-refundable)

Period of 
contract

1 Parking Lot near SBI Lal-
chowk Srnagar

Rs.20/Car per hour Rs.10/Entry Rs.7,99,700/- Rs.79970/- Rs.896/- One year

2 3. Parking lot at Mirakshah 
Batmallo Srinagar

Rs,20/Car per Entry Rs.10/Entry Rs.50.000/- Rs.5,000/- Rs.3367- Six months

Parking lot at Polo view Lal-
chowk Srinagar.

Rs.20/Car per Entry Rs10/Entry Rs.2,50,000/- Rs.25,000/- Rs.4467- Six months

1.    Date of Publishing:  24-09-2020.
2.    The    Bidding     documents     can     be    seen     and     downloaded from    the    website http://jktendsrs.gov.in from 24-09-2020 {10AM ) to 13-10-2020 (4.30 PM).
3   The   Bids   shall   be  deposited  in  electronic format on   the  website    jktenders.gov.in from 01-10-2020 {10,00AM} to 13-10-2020 {4.30PM).
4.   a. The bids received will be opened on 13-10-2020 (12.00 Noon),
b The complete bidding process will be online.

No:- SDM/DLM/524-27 
Dated: 23/09/2020

Director,
Land Management, Srinagar Dev. Authority

DIPK-NB-2592/20

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT 
REGIONAL TRANSPORT OFFICER 

ANANTNAG

NOTICE
Whereas an application has been received from one Mr.Majid 
Mukhtar S/O Mukhtar Ahmad Reshi R/O Shirproa Bala Anantnag 
Owner of Vehicle No.JK03C -1671for HPA Cancellation with Karan 
Associatess Pvt.Ltd.Jammu. Now it is therefore notified for General 
information that objection if any to the proposed cancellation / En-
dorsement of Hire Purchase Agreement shall be filled in writing in 
the Officer of ARTO Anantnag within a period of seven days from the 
publication of this notice in Daily Kashmir Observer News Paper.  
    

Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer Anantnag

LOST OF DOB & CHARACTER 
CERTIFICATES

I have lost the DOB and Character Certificates of Class 12th.
Now I applied for its duplicate if anybody has any objec-
tion in this regard may file at Principal Government Higher 
Secondary School Dialgam Anantnag within  a period of 
Seven (7) days after that no objection shall be entertained

Name:-Tabasum Shafi 
D/O Mohd Shafi Ganie 

R/O Hardu Shichen Dialgam Anantnag
MJA MJA

MJA

Work From Home Culture To Continue 
Even After Pandemic Ends: Bill Gates

Press Trust Of India

The work from home cul-
ture has worked well and 
many companies will con-
tinue with the system even 

after the coronavirus pandemic 
ends, billionaire philanthropist Bill 
Gates has said.

Various parts of the world have 
been under strict lockdowns fol-
lowing the Covid-19 outbreak, 
forcing organisations to let their 
employees work from home.

“It is amazing to see how well 
the work from home (WFH) cul-
ture has worked and I hope will 
continue even after the pandemic 
is over,” Gates told an online busi-
ness summit organised by finan-
cial daily The Economic Times. 
“But once this pandemic ends, we 
will rethink on what percentage of 
time we spend in offices... 20, 30, 
50 per cent. Lots of companies will 
expect their employees to spend 
well below 50 per cent of their 
time in offices and may be the rest 
of the companies will go the nor-
mal way,” he added.

Gates, who co-founded Micro-
soft and also the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, said he has not 
travelled for work this whole year. 
“Honestly I have got time to do 
much more. It’s been.. eye open-
ing for me,” he said.   However, the 
world’s biggest philanthropist said 
WFH has not been as engaging, for 
which software has to improve a 
lot. Software engineering has sur-
prisingly worked well but when 
kids are home, homes are small 
and there are chores, it is difficult 

to work. For women, they have 
too many things to handle so WFH 
comes with its own drawbacks, he 
pointed out.

On his outlook on the end of the 
pandemic, Gates said “the mes-
sage from me and others resulted 
in very little... Even the US, from 
which you would expect to have 
the best response with the great 
scientific research, did a very poor 
job in getting ready with this and 
now we are faced with incredible 
damage.” “Hopefully we will learn 

our lessons and be better ready 
next time but in the meanwhile we 
have so much work to be done,” he 
emphasised. Stating that China did 
not do a perfect job in getting the 
data out initially about the virus, 
he said this led to wasting time.

On whether the strict two-
month lockdown has worked in 
India, he said the country did some 
“incredible things” like use of digi-
tal infrastructure to transfer mon-
ey to households in need. But the 
challenge for India is its popula-
tion, he said, adding a lot of people 
live in slums and dense areas and 
they cannot be asked to maintain 
social distancing.

Besides, many people have jobs 
where remote working is not pos-
sible, he said. “India was always go-
ing to face much bigger problems 
compared to Europe and the US. 
We hope as we get into fall, things 
don’t get worse although the cold 
temperature is not good for con-
taining the virus. “Right now some 
great things are happening, the 
Premjis, Primals, the Tatas etc are 
stepping up efforts to minimise 
the damage,” Gates added.

“BUT ONCE THIS PANDEMIC ENDS, WE WILL RETHINK ON WHAT PERCENTAGE OF TIME WE spend 
in offices... 20, 30, 50 per cent. Lots of companies will expect their employees to spend well below 50 per cent of their time in offices and 
may be the rest of the companies will go the normal way,” 

Shahnaz Husain

Every woman dreams of 
having a luscious, long, 
soft and healthy hair.  
Overexposure to harsh 

sunlight, weather changes, stress, 
inappropriate diets, pollution, , 
chemical treatments and medi-
cal conditions makes our hair 
brittle, dull and  and frizzy by na-
ture   even if you were born with  
gorgeous, lustrous hair.   Dam-
aged hair is extremely fragile and 
tends to break more easily.

  Whether your hair is long or 
short, curly or straight,   dealing with 
dryness is inevitable when your hair 
is constantly battered by heat styl-
ing tools, chemical treatments, and 
environmental pollution.

 In our quest for gorgeous hair, 
every woman is   ready to go to 
any lengths to cure and revive 
them with   expensive salon treat-

ments, medications and potions 
which  promises to work wonders 
instantly  but nothing works bet-
ter than some patience and   natu-

ral ingredients that are economi-
cal and often quite rewarding. 

While it may take longer to see 
results, your hair will thank you 

in the long-term.
Here's how to repair damaged 

hair with ingredients you most 
likely have in your kitchen.  

The first thing to remember 
is that for healthy hair, the body 
must be in a state of good health. 
Hair is fed by the blood flowing 
to the follicles, which means that 
diet and good blood circulation are 
extremely vital for hair nourish-
ment. The hair also needs external 
nourishment. Right there on your 
kitchen shelf are many natural in-
gredients that can revitalize the 
hair. They not only nourish the hair 
but are also good cleansers, like 
egg white, lemon juice, gram flour 
(besan) or yoghurt. They also help 
to maintain the normal balances 
and condition the hair.

Kitchen Hacks For Hair Health 

ICICI Bank Limited 
is an Indian 
multinational bank



Israel Approves 5,000 New Settler 
Homes in West Bank: Report

Saturday|26-09-2020

DUBAI: A Saudi political prisoner and human 
rights activist is facing the very real and very grim 
prospect of death by beheading. What for? Partici-
pating in protests, "chanting slogans hostile to the 

I R A N  F M  I N  S Y R I A

Agencies

Jerusalem: Israeli prime min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
approved the construction of 
thousands more homes in the 
occupied West Bank, in com-
plete defiance of international 
outcry against the Tel Aviv re-
gime’s policies of land grab and 
illegal settlement expansion in 
the occupied Palestinian lands, 
a report says.

Palestinian Arabic-lan-
guage Ma’an news agency, 
citing a report published by Is-
rael’s Channel 7 media network, 
reported that the 70-year-old 
chairman of Likud political par-
ty had given the green light for 
plans to build over 5,000 units, 

after more than six months dur-
ing which such construction 
had been frozen.

The report added that 
there have been contacts be-
tween settlement leaders and 
Netanyahu over the past few 
days, where Jewish extrem-
ists have called on the Israeli 
premier to end the freeze on 
settlement construction activ-
ities in the West Bank or face 
large-scale protests against his 
administration.

Israel and the UAE agreed to 
a US-brokered deal to normalize 
relations on August 13. Under 
the agreement, the Tel Aviv re-
gime has supposedly agreed to 
“temporarily” suspend applying 
its own rule to further areas in 

the occupied West Bank and the 
strategic Jordan Valley that Ne-
tanyahu had pledged to annex.

While Emirati officials have 
described the normalization 
deal with the Tel Aviv regime 
as a successful means to stave 
off annexation and save the 
so-called two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
Israeli leaders have lined up to 
reject the bluff of Abu Dhabi’s 
crown prince and de facto ruler 
of the UAE, Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, that Is-
rael’s annexation plans were off 
the table.

The Israeli prime minister 
has underlined that annexation 
is not off the table, but has sim-
ply been delayed.

US Economy Suffered 
$16 Trillion Drag Due To 
Racism: Report
Agencies

New York, United States: Racial 
inequality has cost the US econ-
omy $16 trillion in wealth over 
the last two decades, Citigroup 
said in a report Thursday.

The banking giant -- 
pointing to the drag from un-
equal pay, housing discrimi-
nation, education disparity 
and other longstanding ills in 
the United States -- simulta-
neously pledged $1 billion in 
initiatives for Black-oriented 
business needs.

“Addressing racism and 
closing the racial wealth gap 
is the most critical challenge 
we face in creating a fair and 
inclusive society and we know 
that more of the same won’t 
do,” said Citigroup Chief Ex-
ecutive Michael Corbat in a 
press release.

“Citi is committed to 
leading the way and invest-
ing in communities of color 
to build wealth and strong 
financial futures.”

The glossy 104-page report, 
which features a photo of a fist-
bump between a white and Black 
person on its cover, lays out a 
gamut of issues, including polic-
ing and voting rights. Its release 
come as US businesses face pres-
sure to respond to rising public 
concerns about racism.

The report notes the size-
able wage gap for Black and His-
panic workers, the result of “an 
extended history of job discrimi-
nation, plus unequal access to 

quality education in the US.”
Citigroup pointed to the 

problem of financial “redlining” 
that has left Black consumers 
more vulnerable to predatory 
lenders, or to unfavorable terms 
from banks.

Black entrepreneurs also 
face more barriers to finance 
than white firms, the report 
said, noting that “if Black-
owned firms are passing the 
gauntlet along myriad metrics, 
but still not receiving funding, 
then the epsilon may be bias.”

Addressing racial equity 
gaps could add $5 trillion to US 
growth over the next five years, 
Citi said.

Citi pledged a number of 
steps, including $550 million to 
support home ownership for 
people of color and affordable 
housing by minority develop-
ers. Other programs support mi-
nority depository institutions, 
Black-owned suppliers and en-
trepreneurs.

Citigroup also promised 
to strengthen its policies to 
become “an anti-racist institu-
tion,” including by addressing 
bias in software design and rep-
resentation of people of color in 
marketing materials.

US companies have been 
unveiling more socially-orient-
ed initiatives in the wake of na-
tionwide racial justice protests 
earlier this year, but skeptics 
say more concrete action is 
needed to back up the expres-
sions of outrage after the killing 
of George Floyd.

...

Anger on US streets as cops let 
off over Black woman’s death

Agencies

Washington:Anger, frustration 
and sadness over the decision not 
to charge Kentucky police officers 
for Breonna Taylor’s death poured 
into America’s streets as protest-
ers lashed out at a criminal justice 
system they say is stacked against 
Black people. Violence seized the 
demonstrations in her hometown 
of Louisville as gunfire rang out and 
wounded two cops. Police said they 
would enforce a strict curfew for the 
next two nights in Louisville.
Activists, celebrities and everyday 
Americans have been calling for 
charges since Taylor, an emergen-
cy medical worker, was shot multi-
ple times by white policemen after 
one of them was shot while burst-
ing into her home during a narcot-
ics investigation on March 13.
The cops had a no-knock warrant 
but the investigation showed they 
announced themselves before enter-
ing, said state attorney general Dan-
iel Cameron, a Republican and the 
state’s first Black top prosecutor.
A grand jury returned three 
charges of wanton endangerment 
on Wednesday against fired offi-
cer Brett Hankison over shooting 

into a home next to Taylor’s with 
people inside.
Demonstrators chanted Taylor’s 
name and marched in cities in-
cluding New York, Washington, 
DC, Philadelphia, Las Vegas and 
Portland. People gathered in Chi-
cago’s Millennium Park, chanting 
demands for justice as drivers on 
Michigan Avenue honked their 
horns. Police in Atlanta unleashed 
chemical agents and made arrests 
after protesters tried to climb on a 
SWAT vehicle. In Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, marchers peacefully 
blocked highway traffic.
In Louisville, one of the wounded cops 
was treated and released with a leg 
wound, while the other was shot in the 
abdomen and doing well after surgery. 
Larynzo Johnson, 26, was charged 
with two counts of assault on a police-
man and multiple charges of wanton 
endangerment of police officers.
Biden calls for reform, Trump 
backs cops shot at
White House hopeful Joe Biden 
called for police reforms in response 
to the grand jury’s decision. He said 
that while a probe continues, “we do 
not need to wait for the final judg-
ment of that investigation to do more 
to deliver justice for Breonna”.

DNA link behind severe 
Covid-19 may lead to a 
new treatment
Agencies

New Delhi: When two brothers 
fell critically ill with Covid-19 
around the same time in March, 
their doctors were baffled. Both 
were young -- 29 and 31 years old -- 
and healthy. Yet within days they 
couldn’t breathe on their own 
and, tragically, one of them died.

Two weeks later, when a 
second pair of Covid-stricken 
brothers, both in their 20s, also 
appeared in the Netherlands, 
geneticists were called in to in-
vestigate. What they uncovered 
was a path leading from severe 
cases, genetic variations, and 
gender differences to a loss of 
immune function that may ulti-
mately yield a new approach to 
treating thousands of coronavi-
rus patients.

The common thread in the 
research is the lack of a sub-
stance called interferon that 
helps orchestrate the body’s 
defense against viral pathogens 
and can be infused to treat con-
ditions such as infectious hepa-
titis. Now, increasing evidence 
suggests that some Covid-19 pa-
tients get very ill because of an 
impaired interferon response. 
Landmark studies published 
Thursday in the journal Science 
showed that insufficient inter-

feron may lurk at a dangerous 
turning point in SARS-CoV-2 
infections.

“It looks like this virus has 
one big trick,” said Shane Crotty, 
a professor in the Center for In-
fectious Disease and Vaccine Re-
search at the La Jolla Institute for 
Immunology in California. “That 
big trick is to avoid the initial 
innate immune response for a 
significant period of time and, in 
particular, avoid an early type-1 
interferon response.”

The work highlights the 
potential for interferon-based 
therapies to enlarge a slowly 
accumulating range of Covid-19 
treatments. These include Gil-
ead Sciences Inc.’s remdesivir 
and convalescent plasma, a 
component of the blood of recov-
ered patients that may contain 
beneficial immune factors.

These treatments provide 
limited benefit and are typically 
used in very sick, hospitalized 
patients. The possibility that in-
terferon may help some people is 
enticing because it appears most 
efficacious in the early stages of 
infection, when life-threatening 
respiratory failure could still 
be averted. Dozens of studies of 
interferon treatment are now re-
cruiting Covid-19 patients.

Agencies

United Nations: The Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) has advised 
Pakistan to undertake “imme-
diate corrective actions” and 
suspend the issuance of any 
new pilot licenses in the wake 
of a scandal over falsified li-
censes, according to an official 
and a document seen by the 
Reuters news agency.
The recommendations from 
ICAO, a specialised agency of 
the United Nations that works 
to ensure safety in international 
air transport, come days after 
Pakistan opened a criminal 
probe into 50 pilots and five civil 
aviation officials who allegedly 
helped them falsify credentials 
to secure pilot licences.
“Pakistan should improve and 
strengthen its licensing sys-
tem to ensure that it takes into 
account all necessary process-
es and procedures and pre-
vents inconsistencies and mal-
practices before new licenses 
are issued and privileges of 
suspended licenses are re-
established,” the ICAO said in 
a previously unreported letter 
to the Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority (PCAA) last week.

A Pakistani aviation ministry 
official told Reuters that the 
country has not issued any 
new licenses since July, in the 
wake of the scandal.
A spokesperson for Pakistan’s 
aviation ministry, who is also 
a spokesperson for the PCAA, 
was not immediately available 
for comment on the ICAO ad-
visory when contacted by Al 
Jazeera.
Al Jazeera reported in July 
claims by Pakistani pilots 
that fraud and improper flight 
certification practices at the 
country’s civil aviation regu-
lator were rampant, and that 
air safety has routinely been 
compromised by airlines 
through faulty safety manage-
ment systems, incomplete re-
porting and the use of regula-
tory waivers.
Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA), the country’s larg-
est airline and only major in-
ternational carrier, was at the 
centre of most of the air safety 
complaints, and has denied all 
of the allegations.
The country’s aviation minis-
ter has said that almost a third 
of all licensed Pakistani pilots 
had obtained their certifica-
tions fraudulently.

UN body advises Pakistan 
to stop issuing pilots’ 
licenses: Report

N E W S  M A K E R S

Finland’s Airport Uses 
Dogs To Sniff Out Coronavirus

H
elsinki: Dogs trained 
to detect the novel 
coronavirus began 
sniffing passenger 

samples at Finland’s Helsinki-
Vantaa airport this week, au-
thorities said, in a pilot project 
running alongside more usual 
testing at the airport.

The dogs’ efficiency has 
not been proven in compara-
tive scientific studies so pas-
sengers who volunteer to be 
tested and are suspected as 
carrying the virus are in-
structed to also take a swab to 
confirm the result.

A team of 15 dogs and 10 
instructors are being trained 
for the job in Finland by vol-
unteers, sponsored by a pri-
vate veterinary clinic. Among 
them is Kossi, a rescue dog 
from Spain, who was trained 
as a sniffer dog in Finland and 
who has worked before detect-
ing cancers.

“What we’ve seen in our re-

search is that the dogs will find 
(the disease) five days before 
they (patients) get any clini-
cal symptoms,” Anna Hielm-
Bjorkman, who is Adjunct 
Professor at the University 
of Helsinki and spesialised in 
clinical research for compan-
ion animals, told Reuters.

“They are very good (at 
it). We come close to 100-per-
cent sensitivity,” she said, re-
ferring to the dogs’s ability to 

detect cases of the virus.
In the canine test, a passen-

ger swipes their neck with a 
gauze, places it in a can which 
is then handed over to another 
room for a dog to sniff and to de-
liver an immediate result.

A few months ago, au-
thorities in the United Arab 
Emirates embarked on simi-
lar canine testing at Dubai 
International Airport using 
police dogs.

L
ondon: Britain’s Royal House-
hold on Friday defended tax-
payer-funded trips, including 
a golfing jaunt by the belea-

guered Prince Andrew, as it warned 
of a financial hit stemming from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Unveiling the annual financial 
report of Queen Elizabeth II’s house-
hold, officials also said Prince Harry 
and his wife Meghan were now pay-
ing commercial rent on their UK resi-
dence at Windsor Castle, after quit-
ting the royal frontline.

The Sovereign Grant, which pays 
for the monarch’s official duties and 
upkeep of royal palaces, came to 82.4 
million pounds ($105 million, 90.1 mil-
lion euros) in the financial year end-
ing in March 2020, a slight rise from 
the year before.

In March, the UK went into lock-
down against the coronavirus pandem-
ic and royal finances have been dented 
by the loss of sizeable income gener-
ated from public visits to the palaces.

Losses to the Royal Household’s 

core budget will come to 15 million 
pounds over the next three years, 
according to Michael Stevens, who 
as Keeper of the Privy Purse is the 
queen’s treasurer.

A separate budget for long-term 
repairs designed to avert a “cata-
strophic failure” to the fabric of Buck-
ingham Palace, the queen’s main 
residence in London, will suffer a 
shortfall of 20 million pounds.

By law, the Sovereign Grant can-
not go down year-on-year, and the 
monarchy has become increasingly 
cost-conscious given wider public 
scrutiny of its affairs.

Queen Elizabeth’s Finances Hit, Royal 
Budget May Lose 15 Million Pounds

Legendary newspaper 
editor, publisher and 
muckraker dies

N
ew York:  Sir Harold Evans, 
the charismatic publisher, au-
thor and muckraker who was a 
bold-faced name for decades for 

exposing wrongdoing in 1960s London to 
publishing 1990s best-sellers such as Pri-
mary Colors, has died, his wife said on 
Thursday. He was 92.

His wife, fellow 
author-publisher Tina 
Brown, said he died 
on Wednesday in New 
York from congestive 
heart failure.

Evans was a 
high-profile go-get-
ter, starting in the 
1960s as an editor of the Northern Echo 
and The Sunday Times of London and 
continuing into the 1990s as president of 
Random House.

A defender of print journalism well 
into the digital age, Evans was one of the 
all-time newspaper editors, startling Brit-
ish society with revelations of espionage, 
corporate wrongdoing and government 
scandal.

World In Disarray
Angry Exchanges At Top UN 
Meeting On Covid-19
Agencies

United Nations: The United 
States, China and Russia 
fought bitterly on Thursday 
during a United Nations Se-
curity Council meeting on 
the coronavirus pandemic as 
United Nations chief Antonio 
Guterres told the body that 
they had failed in their han-
dling of COVID-19.
Guterres blamed “a lack of 
global preparedness, coopera-
tion, unity and solidarity” for 
the coronavirus spreading out 
of control and a death toll near-
ing one million globally. More 
than 32 million people have 
been diagnosed with the virus.
“The pandemic is a clear test 
of international cooperation 
– a test we have essentially 
failed,” he told the 15-member 
body. If the climate crisis were 
approached in the same way, 
he said, “I fear the worst.”
US President Donald Trump, 
who is facing a re-election 
battle made more challenging 
by the disease’s spread across 
the country, on Tuesday de-
manded action against China 
for spreading the “plague” of 

COVID-19 to the world.
The US has reported more than 
200,000 deaths, the highest in 
the world and accuses Beijing 
of a lack of transparency that 
it says has worsened the out-
break. China denies the claims.

‘Enough is enough’
US Ambassador Kelly Craft 
reiterated those accusations at 
the council’s virtual meeting, 
drawing an angry response 
from her Chinese counterpart 
Zhang Jun.
“Enough is enough,” he said. 
“You have created enough 
troubles for the world already. 
… The US should understand 
that blaming others will not 
solve its own problems.”
Speaking in English and 
noting the US deaths and 
cases, Zhang continued: 
“With the most advanced 
medical technologies and 
system in the world, why 
has the US turned out to 
have the most confirmed 
cases and fatalities?
“If someone should be held ac-
countable, it should be a few 
US politicians themselves.”
The US “is completely iso-

lated,” he added in remarks 
enthusiastically backed by his 
Russian counterpart.
Long-simmering tensions be-
tween the US and China have 
hit boiling point over the pan-
demic, spotlighting Beijing’s 
bid for greater multilateral 
influence in a challenge to 
Washington’s traditional lead-
ership.
Craft’s attack took many diplo-
mats off-guard.
“Shame on each of you,” she 
said.
“I am astonished and I am 
disgusted by the content of to-
day’s discussion … I am actual-
ly really quite ashamed of this 
council – members of the coun-
cil who took this opportunity 
to focus on political grudges 
rather than the critical issue 
at hand. My goodness.”
Diplomats said they were puz-
zled at the tone taken by Craft, 
who had left by the time the 
Chinese ambassador spoke.
Craft was “very aggressive” 
after a session that had been 
“more or less full of consen-
sus,” one diplomat told the 
AFP news agency on condition 
of anonymity.
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