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Kupwara’s Killer Well And A Wedding Tragedy
Auqib Javeed 

ZAHIDA was looking forward 
to be swarmed by her hap-
py kin who now take turns 
to console her.

But as the thirty-year-old soon-
to-be bride remains inconsolable, 
a horde of villagers walk in with 
long faces, only to make her home 
a packed house of mourners.

Just six days before her wed-
ding, the Kupwara girl lost her 
brothers to a killer well.

“In Kashmir, happy occasions 
are known to become mourning 
events,” said Zahida’s cousin. “But 

losing your affable brothers just 
days before your dream day in life 
is worse than thousand deaths!”

The tragic incident took place 
on July 2, when Zahida heard a 
shrilling noise outside her home. 
Soon as her dead siblings were 
brought amid sobs and shrieks, 
she saw her lifelong cherished 
moment collapsing in a jiffy.

The dead brothers had gone to 
make wedding preparations for 
their sister.

The incident occurred in the 
Dard Hari Sangdan area of Kup-
wara’s Kralpora area. The four 
villagers including Zahida’s 

two siblings had left home to 
clean a disused well.

Among them, Mohammad Al-
taf Sheikh first went inside the 
well. While cleaning, he had sud-

denly collapsed. The other three—
Mumtaz Ahmad, Altaf Khan and 
Showkat Khan—were working 
outside. They soon went inside, 
one by one, on a rescue mission. 

None of them came out alive.
By the time villagers learned 

about the tragic event, lot of time 
had already elapsed. Amid hue and 
cry, it took hectic efforts from locals, 
police and other allied departments 
to retrieve the trapped bodies from 
the well. They were evacuated to a 
nearby health facility.

“The deceased were brought 
dead to the hospital,” Dr. Koun-
sar Amin, Chief Medical Officer 
Kupwara, told Kashmir Observer. 
“They apparently died due to suf-
focation. A post-mortem report is 
still awaited.”

As per the villagers, some “inert 

gas” leaked by the weathered walls 
of the well choked the four men to 
death. While only an investigation 
will clear the picture, the loss has 
already numbed the hamlet.

Among the deceased, Altaf 
Khan and Showkat Khan, resi-
dents of Dard Hari Sangdan, were 
preparing for the marriage of 
their sister for months.

“Everything was going well, but 
we had water scarcity in the vil-
lage,” Nisar Khan, brother of the 
deceased siblings, told Kashmir 
Observer. “One has to travel 3 ki-
lometres to fetch water here.”

The family had PAGE 02

2 Militants Killed, 3 
Soldiers Injured In 
Kulgam Encounter
120 Militants Killed This Year So Far: Police

Observer News Service

KULGAM: Two unidentified mili-
tants were killed while three 
soldiers, including a Junior Com-
missioned Officer (JCO), were in-
jured in an encounter that broke 
out Saturday afternoon in Ar-
reh Mohanpora village of south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district.

According to reports received 
here, joint teams of police, Army’s 
34 RR and CRPF launched a cordon 
and search operation following 
inputs about the presence of mili-
tants in the village.

As the joint team of forces ap-
proached the house where mili-
tants were present they report-
edly came under fire from inside. 

An encounter ensued which 
ended late in the evening. In the 
initial bout of firing one militant 
was killed and three soldiers were 
injured. As the encounter pro-
gressed, one more militant was 
killed in the evening.

Police on its official twitter han-
dle confirmed that two militants 
have been killed in Kulgam en-
counter and the search operation 
was on in the area. Authorities 
have snapped the mobile internet 
services in the area as a precau-
tionary measure. Police however 
had not revealed the identity of 
the slain militants when this re-
port was being filed.

This is the 17th such encounter in 
the southern districts since PAGE 02

IGP Visits Slain Civilian's 
Family In HMT Area 
SRINAGAR: Inspector General of 
police Kashmir Vijay Kumar along 
with other senior police officers 
on Saturday visited the family of a 
civilian who was killed at Sopore 
earlier this week.

“IGP Kashmir along with other se-
nior police officers #visited the #be-
reaved family of #civilian who was 
killed during #(militant) incident at 
Sopore. IGP #condoled the family 
members and prayed for the #de-
parted soul,” police said in a tweet.

“I heard their grievances and I 
cleared all aspects. I also assured 
them an impartial investigation 
(into the incident,” Kumar said.  “I 
also assured family to show CCTV 
footage if they wish to see the 
same,” he added.

The civilian, Bashir Ahmad Khan 
son of Ghulam Mohammad Khan 
of Mustafa Colony HMT Srinagar, 
was killed in a firing incident near 

Nowpora crossing Model Town 
Sopore on July 1.

Police says the civilian was killed 
in militant firing which also saw kill-
ing of a CRPF trooper and injuries to 
three other paramilitary men.

However, in a video statement 
that was shared on social media, 
slain man’s son Suhail Ahmad al-
leged his father was killed by the 
CRPF personnel.

Suhail said the CRPF personnel 
“dragged him from his car and 
shot him dead”. PAGE 02

5 Pregnant Women, 40 Security Men 
Among 227 New Positive Cases 

COVID-19 IN J&K

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR: The number of COV-
ID-19 cases in Jammu and Kash-
mir have jumped to 8246 as 227 
fresh cases including 35 CRPF 
and 4 BSF personnel besides five 
pregnant women tested positive 
for the virus on Saturday

Among new cases that were de-
tected in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Saturday, 89 were tested positive 
at SKIMS, 37 at JVC Bemina and 
rest at other hospitals. 

Among 201 new cases, 197 be-
long to Kashmir division while as 
30 are from Jammu division, of-
ficials said, adding that the total 
number of positive cases in Kash-
mir division has reached to 6524 
including 3869 recoveries and 
113 deaths while as total number 
of positive cases in Jammu divi-
sion has reached to 1722 including 
1274 recoveries and 14 deaths.

The officials that total num-
ber of active cases in Jammu and 
Kashmir are 2976 including 2542 
from Kashmir division and 434 

from Jammu division. With 68 
more recoveries, the tally of total 
recoveries in Jammu and Kashmir 
has reached to 5143 which is 62.36 
percent of the total cases. 

"Cases tested positive in J&K 
include 33 from Srinagar, 02 from 
Kulgam, 57 from Baramulla, 46 
from Shopian, 04 from Anantnag, 
07 from Kupwara, 17 from Pulwa-
ma, 26 from Budgam and 05 from 
Bandipora in Kashmir division 
while as 30 from Jammu division 
include 12 from Jammu, two from 
Udhampur, 10  from Samba, 4 from 
Rajouri and one each from Poonch 
and Doda," officials disclosed.

Professor Farooq Jan, Medi-
cal Superintendent at SKIMS said 
that out of 2446 samples tested 
at SKIMS on Saturday, 89 samples 
were tested positive.

He said 89 new cases include 
14 from Pulwama, 13 from Shop-
ian, 08 from Srinagar, 03 each from 
Baramulla, Anantnag and Ban-
dipora, 02 each from Kulgam and 
Rajouri, one from Kupwara and 40 
security forces PAGE 02

"CASES TESTED POSITIVE IN J&K INCLUDE 33 FROM SRINAGAR, 02 FROM KULGAM, 57 
from Baramulla, 46 from Shopian, 04 from Anantnag, 07 from Kupwara, 17 from Pulwama, 26 from Budgam and 05 
from Bandipora in Kashmir division while as 30 from Jammu division include 12 from Jammu, two from Udhampur, 10  

from Samba, 4 from Rajouri and one each from Poonch and Doda,"

Medical Staff, 
Cops Pelted With 
Stones In Sopore
Team Had Reached Dooru Village 
To Shift Covid Patient To Hospital
SOPORE: A team of medical staff 
and policemen were on Satur-
day pelted with stones when they 
reached Duroo area of Sopore to 
shift a COVID patient to the hospital.

According to local news gather-
ing agency KNO a team was sent to 
Duroo Sopore for lifting COVID-19 
positive patient to the hospital.

However, they said soon after 
they entered the area, some locals 
pelted stones on the Medical staff 
and police party.

"Amid stone pelting, the police 
team managed to rescue the Medi-
cal staff,” they said

Sopore police in a statement said 
that at about 08:25 PM, while as-
sisting the medical team for lifting 
COVID positive patient at Duroo, un-
known stone pelters took advantage 
of darkness and pelted P-02

Govt Hints At 'Restricted' Amarnath Yatra This Year
500 Yatris To Visit Cave Per Day For 15 Days; Daily Puja To Be Telecast Live

Center Okays Rs 574.16 Cr Annual Plan For Highways

3 Fly-Overs Coming Up At 
Bemina, Sanatnagar, Nawgam

JKSSB Releases 31 Recommendations 
Of Withheld Cases

1703 Passengers 
Arrive In Srinagar 
In 13 Flights 
JAMMU: On Day 41 of resumption 
of routine domestic operations in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 21 domestic 
flights with 2,405 passengers on 
board today arrived at Jammu and 
Srinagar Airports.

A total of 702 passengers aboard 8 
regular commercial flights arrived at 
the Jammu Airport while 13 domestic 
flights with about 1703 passengers on 
board landed at Srinagar Airport today. 
After arrival, all the passengers were 
tested for the COVID-19 virus and trans-
ported to their destinations at both the 
airports amid strict observance of all 
necessary preventive protocols.

The Government has made elabo-
rate arrangements for the arrival, 
screening, sampling and proper 
transportation of the passengers to 
the quarantine centers taking special 
care of guidelines and PAGE 02

Kupwara Lawyers 
Under Scanner 
After 2 Test Positive
KUPWARA: A local court has written 
to the Health Department to con-
duct Covid-19 tests for all advocates 
practicing in Kupwara Court here in 
North Kashmir.    

The letter has been 
forwarded to Chief 
Medical Officer Kup-
wara after two layers 
in the court were tested positive for 
Covid-19. Sub Judge Kupwara Javaid 
Alam said that he has written a let-
ter to CMO Kupwara asking her to 
go for mass testing inside court.

“Two advocates have been test-
ed positive for Covid-19 and both 
these lawyers were practicing in 
the court, mingling with other law-
yer friends and clients. In order to 
contain the spread of Covid-19 in-
side the court, mass testing has be-
come inevitable,” he said.

Police Rakshak Knocks 
Down Scooty Rider
KUPWARA: A youth died on spot after 
his Scooty collided with a police van 
in North Kashmir’s Kupwara district.

The incident occurred at Dooni-
wari Lolab area of Kupwara. Sources 
said that a youth with pillion rider 
was on way from Maidanpora Lolab 
towards Kupwara when the accident 
took place. While reaching Dooni-
wari Lolab, the Scooty (JK09B-1504) 
collided with a Rakshak vehicle of 
Station House Officer Police Station 
Sogam. The rider died on spot while 
another youth was shifted to hos-
pital in critical condition. Sources 
identified the deceased youth as 
Saqib Hussain son of Ghulam Hasan 
of Khumriya Kupwara while the in-
jured has been identified as Faisal 
Subhan of Bumhama. A police of-
ficial while confirming the incident 
said that an FIR vide number 97/2020 
under section 304, 279 has been reg-
istered at police station Kupwara.

Observer News Service

JAMMU- Asserting that the up-
coming annual Amarnath Yatra 
would have to be undertaken in a 
"restricted manner" due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration on Satur-
day said only 500 pilgrims would 
be allowed per day by road from 
Jammu to the 3,880-metre-high 
holy cave shrine.

It also said the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) for testing 
of persons entering the Union Ter-
ritory would also be applicable to 
the intending Amarnath pilgrims.

"The yatra this year will have to 
be undertaken in a restricted man-
ner so that the SoPs for COVID-19 
are strictly adhered to during the 
conduct of the yatra… a maximum 
of 500 yatris only could be allowed 
per day by road from Jammu," Chief 
Secretary B V R Subrahmanyam said.

He was chairing a meeting of the 
sub-committee constituted by the 
Supreme Court for the yatra here.

In the meeting, he reviewed 
the arrangements, including secu-
rity for the pilgrimage, an official 
spokesman said.

The 42-day yatra was scheduled 
to commence from the twin tracks 

of Pahalgam in Anantnag and Bal-
tal in Ganderbal on June 23 but 
was delayed due to the outbreak of 
the pandemic.

According to sources, the Shri 
Amarnathji Shrine Board (SASB) is 
planning to undertake the yatra in 
the last week of July for a short du-
ration of 15 days. PAGE 02

JAMMU: The Center government 
has approved an annual plan 
worth Rs. 574.16 crore for NH (O) 
works in the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir for financial 
year 2020-21.

As per a communiqué received 
here in this regard, the Union Min-
istry of RoadTransport and High-
ways has asked for preparation of 
estimates for the proposed works 
in the approved annual plan in-
corporating the technical param-
eters and designs as per IRC codal 
provisions/latest circulars of the 
Ministry and submission to the 
Ministry for consideration.

The major works incorporated 
in the approved annual plan in-
cluded expressway, four laning, 
construction of 6 km 3rd bypass 

on NH-444 Shopian bypass with 
Rs. 120 crore, construction of 13.60 
km bypasses in Pulwama and Kul-
gam with Rs.62.98 crore, construc-
tion of 3.23 km three fly-overs 
in Srinagar on NH-44 at Bemina, 
Sanatnagar and Nawgam with Rs. 
220.68 crore under ROBs/RUBs, 
strengthening/IRQP works of 15.25 
km with Rs. 20, missing link/new 
national highways, widening to 
two lane with or without strength-
ening, paved shoulders, widening/
reconstructionPAGE 02

JAMMU: The 172nd Board meet-
ing of the J&K Services Selec-
tion Board was held under the 
Chairmanship of Khalid Jahangir, 
Chairman, J&K Services Selection 
Board at Central office JKSSB, Seh-
kari Bhawan, Bahu Plaza, Jammu.

The meeting was attended by the 
Members of the Board, M. Shafiq 
Chak, Pritam Lal Atri and Harvin-
der Kour, Controller of Examination 
JKSSB Musheer Ahmad Mirza, Sec-
retary, JKSSB Ranjeet Singh, officers/
officials assisted the Board in con-
duct of its proceedings.

Further, the Kashmir based 
Members which include Nazir Ah-
mad Khwaza, Ashiq Hussain Lily 
and Prof. Tasleema Peer attended 
the meeting through video-con-
ferencing. In addition, Under Sec-
retary Kashif, AO JKSSB Altaf Hus-
sain, Under Secretary Harjinder 

Singh and other officials assisted 
the meeting through video-con-
ferencing from Srinagar.

The agenda of the meeting in-
cluded only cases of withheld 
recommendations relating to 
various posts like Jr Staff Nurses 
of Five new GMC’s, Teachers and 
Junior Assistant (Migrants), Naib 
Tehsildar, Dental Technician GMC, 
MRW, Driver GMC’s, etc.

The Board examined 47cases 
and after due deliberations de-
cided to approve release of recom-
mendations in respect of 31 cases. 
Five candidates were declared as 
Not Eligible for not possessing req-
uisite qualification as PAGE 02
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Pak FM Tests Positive 
For COVID-19

Missing Youth's Body 
Found In Canal 

Aarogya-Setu For 
Ganderbal Shopkeepers

Another Quake Jolts 
Kashmir Valley

Headless Body 
Found In Sumbal

Islamabad, Jul 4 (PTI) Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi was shifted to a military 
hospital in Rawalpindi on 
Saturday, a day after he tested 
positive for the coronavirus and 
went into self-isolation.
Qureshi on Friday announced 
that he had tested positive for 
the coronavirus, joining a long 
list of Pakistani lawmakers who 
have contracted the deadly virus.
"I have now tested positive for 
Covid-19. By the grace of Allah, 
I feel strong and energetic. I will 
continue to carry on my duties 
from home. Please keep me in 
your prayers,” he said in a tweet.
Qureshi has been moved to Com-
bined Military Hospital in P-02

Ganderbal: Body of a youth 
who was missing for the last 
three days was found in power 
canal in Ganderbal on Satur-
day evening.  An official said 
that one Mudasir Ahmed Khan 
son of Late Sarfaraz Khan, a 
resident of Khyber Mohalla 
Gutlibagh Ganderbal had gone 
missing three days ago. He said 
that today his body was found 
in a power canal. He further 
added that the youth was 
mentally unsound and body will 
be handed over to family after 
legal formalities—

Ganderbal: As the government 
of Jammu and Kashmir has 
classified district Ganderbal as 
red zone, the District Magistrate 
(DM) Ganderbal, Shafqat Iqbal on 
Saturday issued an order for im-
position of restrictions under the 
Epidemic Disease Act, 1897, the 
Disaster Management Act, 2005 
and under section 144 CrPc in 
district Ganderbal. The order has 
been issued to prevent the spread 
of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
break the transmission chain of 
the virus. For operating shops and 
establishments of the district the 
schedule and timing has P-02

Srinagar: An earthquake of 
magnitude 4.2 was reported 
near Hanley in Jammu and 
Kashmir this evening, accord-
ing to India's National Center 
for Seismology. The epicentre 
of the earthquake was 427 km 
northeast of Hanley, Jammu 
and Kashmir, the agency said. 
The earthquake struck at 5:42 
PM at a depth of 150 km from 
the surface.

Srinagar:  Police on Saturday 
recovered a headless body from 
river Jhelum near Sumbal area 
of north Kashmir’s Bandipora 
district. Official sources said that 
the remains were also without 
legs and right-hand and some 
passerby first spotted it who sub-
sequently alerted the police.
Confirming the recovery of the 
body, Station House Officer 
Muneeb-ul-Islam said the body is 
decomposed and “seems that it’s 
around 30 days old.” 
“The body without head, right 
hand and legs was recovered 
and investigations have been 
started,” he said, adding, “it is a 
decomposed one and it P-02

5 More Succumb To Virus

Five more people fell victim to the pandemic on Saturday 
taking the total number of Covid deaths in J&K to 127.
The five fresh deaths include 75-year-old male from Diyal-

gam, Anantnag district, 65-year-old from Alasteng, Ganderbal 
and 80-year-old man from Baramulla district, 65-year old man 
from Chogal, Handwara in Kupwara district and 75-year- old 
woman from Makhdoom Sahib area of Srinagar.
According to Dr Shifa Deva, Medical Superintendent at P-02
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Kupwara’s Killer Well 
And A Wedding Tragedy...
decided to store the drinking water in the well for their guests. Za-
hida’s two siblings and cousins were given the job to clean it.
“None of us is ready to believe that we’ve lost them,” Nisar said. “I’m 
still unable to look at the face of my to-be-bride sister!”
The village is over 24 kilometres away from the main town, Kupwara. 
According to locals, the godforsaken area is without basic facilities.
“There’s no water, electricity and a proper road,” Abdul Rashid, Sar-
panch of the Sangdan village, told Kashmir Observer.
Backed by Peoples Conference, Sarpanch Rashid said they’ve got the 
proposal of a water supply scheme years ago, but the authorities are 
delaying the tenders since last one year.
“Had there been a proper water supply in place,” Rashid said, “the 
unfortunate incident would’ve been avoided.”

2 Militants Killed, 3 Soldiers 
Injured In Kulgam Encounter
June 1.  In south Kashmir alone 48 militants have been killed since 
June 1 taking the number of militants killed this year in Kashmir val-
ley to 120.

5 Pregnant Women, 
40 Security Men Among 227
He said 40 security forces include 32 CRPF men from Keegam Shop-
ian, 2 CRPF men from 45 battalion Sumbal, one from 61 battalion 
Srinagar, four BSF men from Srinagar and one cop from police station
Dr Reyaz Untoo, Principal at JVC Bemina said that out of 395 samples 
tested at SKIMS Bemina (JVC) 37 including 26 from Budgam and 11 
from Srinagar were tested positive. 
He said that 12 more patients were discharged taking tally of dis-
charged patients to 541 while as 104 patients are undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital. 
He further added that 19 normal deliveries were managed and 29 
major surgeries were conducted at hospital till date. Officials from 
CD hospital said that samples which were tested positive at CD hos-
pital include 5 pregnant ladies
As per officials figures, 1091 positive cases including 30 deaths and 
423 recoveries are from Srinagar, 1006 including 22 deaths and 421 
recoveries are from Baramulla, 854 including 598 recoveries and 16 
deaths are from Kulgam, 848 including 13 deaths and 611 recover-
ies are from Shopian, 717 including 10 deaths and 554 recoveries are 
from Anantnag, 584 including 418 recoveries and 07 deaths are from 
Kupwara, 534 including  267 recoveries and 04 deaths are from Pul-
wama, 466 including 241 recoveries and 09 death are from Budgam, 
303 including 274 recoveries and 01 death are from Bandipora, 121 
including 62 recoveries and 01 death are from are from Ganderbal.
In Jammu division, 388 including 301 recoveries and 08 deaths are 
from Jammu district, 288 including 195 recoveries and 01 death are 
from Udhampur, 242 including 177 recoveries and 01 death is from 
Kathua, 226 including 187 recoveries are from Ramban, 168 includ-
ing 120 recoveries from Samba, 124 including 113 recoveries and 01 
death are from Poonch, 122 including 01 death and 65 recoveries are 
from Rajouri, 90 including 60 recoveries and 02 death are from Doda, 
45 including 32 recoveries are from Reasi and 29 including 21 recov-
eries are from Kishtwar.
As per the daily information bulletin, 293,355 persons in Jammu and 
Kashmir are under observation while 40,409 persons have been kept 

under home quarantine besides that 2976 persons are in hospital 
isolation while 43 persons are under hospital quarantine.
According to the bulletin, 205,107 persons have completed surveil-
lance period and 44,693 persons are under home surveillance be-
sides that so far results of 392,919 samples are available.
Out of 392,919 the number of samples tested negative stands at 
384,673 while as 8019 have been tested positive, among them 2976 
are active and 5143 persons have recovered and 127 persons have 
died—

5 More Succumb To Virus...
JVC Bemina hospital a 65-year-old male from Chogal Handwara, 
who was shifted from SKIMS, Soura hospital last night, died at JVC on 
Saturday morning at around 5 am. She said the patient was suffer-
ing from bilateral pneumonia, diabetes, hypertension and ailments. 
“The samples of man were taken on the same day of his admission 
the results of which came as positive,” she said.
Dr Farooq Jan, Medical Superintendent at SKIMS Soura that a 
75-year-old man from Dialgam Anantnag died on Saturday, adding 
that the patient was admitted on July 1 in Ward 2-A and was shifted 
to Infectious Disease block after he was tested positive for the Co-
vid-19.
The patient was suffering from bilateral community acquired pneu-
monia with type 1 respiratory failure and expired at 7:15 am, he said.
He further stated that a 65-year-old man from Alasteng, Ganderabal 
who was admitted on 29 June 2020 in Ward 2A and was tested posi-
tive Covid-19 and was later shifted to Infectious Disease Block where 
he died on Saturday at around 9 am.
Patient was having many underlying problems like Dementia with 
Type 1 Respiratory Failure with Encephalopathy and Urosepsis,” he 
said.
He further said that an 80-year-old man from Baramulla was tested 
positive a day after his death.  His samples were taken on Friday and 
he died at around 6:30 Pm on Friday, hours after he was admitted at 
SKIMS, he said, adding that the patient was suffering from Multiple 
Organ Dysfunction Syndrome (MODS).
Dr Nazir Choudhary, Medical Superintendent at SMHS told KNO that 
a 75-year old from Makdoom Sahab area of Srinagar who was admit-
ted on July 03 died on Saturday. “She was already in critical condition 
and was suffering from hypertension and many other ailments,” he 
said, adding that the patient was tested positive after her death.
With fresh five deaths, the death toll in Jammu and Kashmir has 
mounted to 127 including 113 from Kashmir and 14 from Jammu 
division

IGP Visits Slain Civilian's
Family In HMT Area ...
Khan, who was a contractor, had taken his grandson from Srinagar to 
Sopore to oversee the progress of a construction work.
Soon after the video started doing round on social media and “ap-
prehending law and order situation”, IGP Vijay Kumar called a Press 
Conference.
“When militants started firing in which a CRPF trooper attained 
martyrdom and three others were injured, a civilian vehicle was go-
ing from the area. The man left the vehicle in panic and started to 
runaway for safety by carrying his 3-year-old grandson in his lap. The 
fire also hit him and he died,” the IGP had said. (GNS)

Govt Hints At 'Restricted'

Amarnath Yatra This Year...
While reviewing the preparations for the Yatra 2020, the chief sec-
retary said in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the State Executive 
Committee constituted under the Disaster Management Act has is-
sued SoPs which, interalia, prescribe 100 per cent RTPCR test for all 
persons travelling into J-K.
"All entrants into J&K will have to be sampled, tested and quaran-
tined till they are reported to be negative," he said, adding the camp-
ing facilities earlier utilised for yatris, especially at entry points are 
currently being utilised as quarantine centres.
He emphasised that SoPs for testing of persons entering J&K would 
apply to yatris as well.
It was informed that Baba Amarnath Aarti this year will be telecast 
live on Doordarshan. Chief Secretary emphasised that adequate ar-
rangement should be made to ensure uninterrupted telecast of the 
Aarti.
During the meeting, the chief secretary was briefed by the depart-
ments concerned with regard to status of works, including upgrada-
tion and improvement along the track from Baltal to the Cave shrine 
at Kali Mata and emergency exit track from Sangam, installation of 
railings along critical stretches of the track, construction of addi-
tional helipads at Lower Holy Cave and construction of sanitisation 
tunnels at Neelgrath Helipad, Baltal and Domel.
     He also reviewed strengthening of footbridges and routine works 
viz installation of bailey bridges, the spokesman said.
     Financial Commissioner, Health, Atal Dulloo also gave a brief with 
regard to healthcare.
     He said adequate stock of drugs, consumable items, sleeping bags, 
besides PPE kits and masks are being made available to the doctors 
and paramedical staff being deployed for yatra duty.
     Dulloo apprised that two base hospitals are also being established 
along Baltal route.
     However, he was concerned about the stress in the medical system 
because of the yatra.
     "Nine out of 10 Kashmir districts are Red and the entire medical 
system is fully stretched in handling the challenge. No doctors will be 
available from outside J&K for the Yatra this year," he said.
     "COVID and high altitude sickness symptoms are quite similar and 
all cases will have to be treated as deemed COVID positive in case of 
an emergency. Also, special arrangements will have to be made for 
handling dead bodies," he said.
     With regard to the security arrangements, the chief secretary 
asked the police department to ensure effective regulation of the 
yatra at access control gates.
     He emphasised that all deployments in relation to security, rescue 
and fire and emergency need to be in place well in time.

Medical Staff, Cops Pelted 
With Stones In Sopore...
stones on police party and medical team.
However, police said no loss of life or damage to the property was re-
ported so far. “An FIR has been registered and investigation has been 
taken up,” police said.

JKSSB Releases 31 Recommen-
dations Of Withheld Cases
per Indent/Advertisement. In addition, 11 cases were deferred for 
seeking further clarifications/information from various authorities.
The Kashmir based members raised certain issues relating to office 
accommodation, office equipment, stationery, etc. for which appro-

priate directions were passed to the concerned officers of the Board. 
Further, directions were given for identification of a suitable Govt/
private building at Srinagar, following which the matter would be 
taken up with the General Administration Department for seeking 
necessary approval

3 Fly-Overs Coming Up At 
Bemina, Sanatnagar, Nawgam
of Culverts, Road Safety and Environment works with Rs. 105 crore 
besides various miscellaneous works.

1703 Passengers Arrive
In Srinagar  In 13 Flights... 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) prescribed by the Union Min-
istries of Civil Aviation and Health and Family Welfare.

Headless Body Found In Sumbal
seems to be 30 days old,” he added. 
Meanwhile, the body of a youth who was missing from the last three 
days was found in a power canal in Ganderbal on Saturday evening. 
An official said that one Mudasir Ahmed Khan son of Late Sarfaraz 
Khan, a resident of Khyber Mohalla Gutlibagh Ganderbal had gone 
missing three days ago.
He said that today his body was found in a power canal. He further 
added that the youth was mentally unsound and the body will be 
handed over to family after legal formalities.

Pak FM Tests Positive...
Rawalpindi, the Geo News reported on Saturday, citing sources.

Aarogya-Setu For 
Ganderbal Shopkeepers...
been notified in an order.
As per an order, chemist/medical/milk products/ vegetable/fruit 
nanwaie (traditional bakers/ baby food/ mutton/ poultry/ hotels/ 
restaurants for home delivery/ takeaway only, pesticides and fertil-
izers shall operate full day for all days.
Groceries/ kiryana/ bookshops/ stationary/ Handicrafts and hand-
looms shall operate from 09am to 07pm on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
Similarly, Hardware/ Furniture/ Furnishing/ Building Materials/ 
Readymade Garments/ Footwear/ Electronics/ Cosmetics/ Jewel-
ers/ repair-workshops/service stations/beauty parlors/saloons/bou-
tiques and others shall operate from 09 am to 07 pm on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.
Order further reads that shops mentioned shall be permitted to 
operate on the schedule/timings having proper arrangements for 
physical distancing and wearing face masks shall be mandatory. Be-
sides, shopkeepers are strongly advised to download the Aarogya-
setu mobile app on their mobile phones and follow the SOP in letter 
and spirit.
Police authorities, executive magistrates and incident commanders 
are directed to enforce the restrictions in their respective areas of 
jurisdiction strictly and any violation of an order by any person shall 
invite punitive action under the relevant law

IAF Flies Fighter Aircrafts Near India-China Border
NEW DELHI: Fighter jets of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) on Satur-
day carried out operations at a 
forward base near the India-
China border. These included 
the Su-30MKI and MiG-29 fight-
er aircraft as well as Apache at-
tack helicopters.

The operations come amid 
continuing border tensions 

with China. Last month, 20 
Indian Army personnel were 
killed in violent clashes with 
the Chinese army in Eastern La-
dakh's Galwan Valley.

"We have all the resources in 
terms of men and equipment to 
meet all the challenges. The IAF 
is ready in all aspects to under-
take all operational tasks and 

for providing requisite support 
for military operations," news 
agency ANI quoted a squadron 
leader as saying.

Another squadron leader said 
the flight base plays an impor-
tant role for undertaking opera-
tions in this area. "It's cleared 
for all contingencies and for all 
combat and support operations 

that are planned to be under-
taken in this area," he added.

All the front-line bases of the In-
dian Army and the air force along 
the nearly 3,500 km de-facto bor-
der with China are on high alert in 
view of the worst border clash be-
tween Indian and Chinese troops.

The Army has already rushed 
in additional troops to all its key 

front-line bases and formations 
along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) in Arunachal Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pradesh 
and Ladakh, they said.

The Indian Air Force has al-
ready raised the alert level in 
all its front-line bases tasked to 
keep an eye on the LAC, the de-
facto border.

Workshop On “Land Conversion For Non Agricultural 
Use And Its Effect On Our Sustenance” Held In Srinagar

J&K Bank Observes Van Mahotsav Week In Jammu

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- Director Agriculture 
Kashmir Altaf Aijaz Andrabi to-
day warned that the large scale 
conversion of agricultural land 
into non agricultural use shall 
create an imbalance in the ag-
ricultural eco- system and the 
change in land pattern would 
be the greatest concern to food 
security and economic sustain-
ability in Kashmir.

He said that while speak-
ing at inaugurating of day long 
workshop on land conversion 
for non-agricultural use - its 
catastrophic effect on our sus-
tenance which was organized 
by the Joint Directorate of Ag-
riculture Extension Kashmir at 
Lalmandi, Srinagar.

He said that the Kashmir valley 
is temperate region which other-
wise has the potential to be world 
leader because of its unique 
identity in agro based products 

however, change in land use pat-
tern has arguably been the most 
pervasive socio economic force 
which has caused imbalance in 
the eco system.

Director said that the Cessa-
tion of this pattern is a critical 
element in achieving long term 
economic growth and sustain-
able development of the soci-
ety as a whole but the land use 
policy has to be designed in a 
way that it should strike a bal-
ance between private propri-
etary right and public interest, 
he added.

He said that according to the 
census report published by the 
Union Agriculture Ministry and 
as per the latest National Agri-
culture Census agriculture land 
in J&K UT continues to shrink 
and the average size of holding 
has reduced from 0.62 hectare 
per person to 0.59 hectare in the 
last five years.

Director said that keeping in 

view the catastrophic effect of 
rapid land conversion this one 
day training program has been 
designed to develop the un-
derstanding of the field func-
tionaries of the Department of 
Agriculture about the implica-
tions of the land conversation 
and  to educate them about the 
implementation of J&K Agrar-
ian Act and J&K Land Revenue 
Act to stop conversion of agri-
culture land.

Director said that it is the 
prime responsibility of this De-
partment to reach out to all the 
media houses, schools, colleges 
with a message about the effects 
of land conversion and to start 
an effective campaign against 
this menace.

While elaborating the need 
to curb land conversion, Joint 
Director Agriculture Extension, 
Chowhary Mohammad Iqbal 
presented a detailed power 
point presentation on agricul-

ture land conversion and food 
security – a thematic analysis. 
He said that such training pro-
grams will act as a catalyst in 
educating the officers and other 
stakeholders about land conver-
sion.

Various speakers from the 
Agriculture, Revenue and Irriga-
tion Department gave presenta-
tions on the topic during the day 
long programme.

The training program was 
also attended by Joint Direc-
tor Agriculture Inputs Amir ud 
din Andrabi, Project Coordina-
tor Mushrooms Farooq Ahmad 
Shah, Director Rakhs and Farms 
Subash Chandra, Deputy Direc-
tor Agriculture Central Dr. Syed 
Waseem Ahmad Shah, represen-
tatives of Revenue Department, 
Command Area Development 
Department, Chief Engineer Ir-
rigation Department, senior of-
ficers of the Department of Ag-
riculture.

SRINAGAR: Commemorating 
Van Mahotsav Week, J&K Bank’s 
Zonal Head Jammu (Central 
I) Sunit Kumar planted a pee-
pal sapling (Ficus religiosa) in 
Rajinder Park Jammu. The ini-
tiative symbolizes the bank’s 
commitment towards helping 
preserve ecology and enrich en-
vironment. 

The Zonal Head, accompa-
nied by PRO Jammu Kewal 
Sharma and senior officers of 
the bank, planted the sapling 
in presence social activist and 
Founder President Peepal Saves 
People Foundation Pritam 
Singh who hailed the gesture as 
“harbinger of good”.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Zonal Head said, “The initiative 
reaffirms the bank’s commit-
ment to help preserve ecology 
and spread awareness about 
importance of the ‘Green Gold’ 
especially in view of the climate 
change and rampant felling of 
the trees. Our bank has always 
been at the forefront of helping 

protect the environment and 
every year conducts plantation 
drives across the UT”.

“Since the monsoon season 
has arrived in most parts of the 
country, a good beginning has 
been initiated by the bank by 
planting the peepal saplings. We 
took the initiative last year also 

and so far we have planted more 
than 5000 saplings in Jammu 
province as well as outside the 
UT”, Pritam Singh said.

Notably, first started in 1950, 
Van Mahotsava is an annual tree 
planting festival in the month of 
July during which thousands of 
trees are planted all over India.

Books On Democracy Removed 
From Hong Kong Libraries
HONG KONG: Books written by 
prominent Hong Kong democ-
racy activists have started to 
disappear from the city’s librar-
ies, online records show, days 
after Beijing imposed a draconi-
an national security law on the 
finance hub.

Among the authors whose 
titles are no longer available are 
Joshua Wong, one of the city’s 
most prominent young activists, 
and Tanya Chan, a well known 
pro-democracy lawmaker.

Beijing’s new national securi-
ty law was imposed on Tuesday 
and is the most radical shift in 

how the semi-autonomous city 
is run since it was handed back 
to China by Britain in 1997.

China’s authoritarian leaders 
say the powers will restore sta-
bility after a year of pro-democ-
racy protests, will not stifle free-
doms and will only target a “very 
small minority”. But it has al-
ready sent fear coursing through 
a city used to speaking openly, 
with police arresting people for 
possessing slogans pushing in-
dependence or greater autono-
my and businesses scrambling to 
remove protest displays.

Wong said he believed the re-

moval of the books was sparked 
by the security law. “White terror 
continues to spread, the national 
security law is fundamentally a 
tool to incriminate speech,” he 
wrote on Facebook, using a phrase 
that refers to political persecution.

Searches on the public library 
website showed at least three 
titles by Wong, Chan and local 
scholar Chin Wan are no longer 
available for lending at any of 
dozens of outlets across the city.

An AFP reporter was unable to 
find the titles at a public library 
in the district of Wong Tai Sin on 
Saturday afternoon.
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 
steps to combat the epidemic crises of coronavirus like relief work, advance 

This Day In History

From KO Archives
 Pace Of Dialogue 
Unsatisfactory: Pak
‘Abandon wullar barrage’

I
SLAMABAD - As Pakistani and Indian officials continue dis-
cussions on various issues under the ongoing composite dia-
logue, Islamabad on Monday said progress towards resolution 
of issues between the two countries has not been in accordance 

“with what it had.
“We want a meaningful progress towards the resolution” of 

disputes with India to build a lasting trust between the two coun-
tries,” Foreign Office spokesman Jalil Abbas Jilani. said at the 
weekly press briefing here.

On the upcoming visit off Pakistani and Indian Prime Minis-
ters to the United States, he said it was a coincidence that both the 
leaders were visiting Washington this, month but added that they 
would be in the US on different dates.

“The United States like the rest of the world is interested’ in 
the peaceful resolution of the issues confronting the two nations for 
bringing peace and stability in the region,” he noted. Jillani said 
that after a long time there had been frequent high level contacts 
between the leadership of India and Pakistan, adding that these 
engagements gave hope of an early resolution of all outstanding 
issues, including Kashmir.

“We do want to proceed with people to people contact but issue 
of Kashmir needs to be resolved, otherwise “the trust level between 
Indian and Pakistan would not improve,” Mr Jilani stressed.

When asked about reports that Pakistani diplomats were be-
ing harassed in- India, he said Islamabad had sought more details 
from its mission if New Delhi.

On the recent Indo-US defence pact, Jilani said Pakistan has 
conveyed its concerns over the ‘induction of sophisticated weapons 
to India. “It will perpetuate an arms race in which Pakistan does 
not want to enter,” he said, maintaining that it will remain a mat-
ter of concern for Pakistan. Elaborating reports on the grant of 
permission by the Ministry of Commerce to import certain goods 
from India, he said all such items would be allowed through the 
Wagah border.

Meanwhile Pakistan on Monday asked India to abandon too 
Wullar Barrage project over river Jhelum, saying it will restrict   
the flow of water which is against the provisions of the Indus Wa-
ter Treaty. “Under   the Indus Water Treaty, only 0.1 Million’ Acre 
Feet (MAP) of water storage is allowed while the Indian project en-
visages a storage of 0.324 MAF, which is 32 times  more than what 
the treaty allows,” Jalil Abbas Jilani told the press meet He said 
‘the Indian design contemplates construction over ‘river Jhelum, 
while the treaty States that no man-made structure is allowed over 
the river. “The Wullar Barrage construction is therefore in viola-
tion of the Indus Water Treaty,” Jilani, who visited New Delhi, last 
week as part of Pakistan’s delegation which held talks with Indian 
water officials on the issue, said.

He said extensive discussions were held over two days which 
covered all the technical aspects related ‘to the project

The 1960 treaty gives exclusive rights to Pakistan over three of 
the six rivers which flow from India - Indus, Jhelum and Chenab. 
On the Baghliar dam issue, presently being arbitrated by a World 
Bank neutral expert between Islamabad and New Delhi, Jilani said 
the two countries have agreed on a time schedule in a meeting held 
recently in Paris.

He added India has sent the data and documents related to the 
Baglihar dam to Pakistani experts who will study and substantiate 
their objections.

“Pakistani experts will inspect the site ‘in the first week of Oc-
tober before the joint inspection by experts of the two countries.”

(Kashmir Observer, 05 July, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

PRAYERS
FAJR 3: 41

ZUHR 12: 35

ASR 5:35

Magrib 7:50
ISHA 9:39

•	  1813- War of 1812: Three weeks of British raids on Fort 
Schlosser, Black Rock and Plattsburgh, New York begin.

•	  1814-Americans defeat British & Canadians at Chippewa, 
Ontario

•	  1830-France invades Algeria, begins a 40 year conquest
•	  1865- Great Britain delegate’s world 1st maximum speed 

laws
•	  1914- Germany offers Austria war aid to fight against Rus-

sia in Serbia
•	  1940- Diplomatic relations broken between Britain & Vi-

chy government in France
•	  1941- German occupiers disband political parties
•	  1943- Liberator bombers sink U-535 in Gulf of Biskaye
•	  1945- World War II: Liberation of the Philippines declared.
•	  1954- B-52A bomber made its maiden flight
•	  1962- Algeria gains independence after 132 years of 

French rule
•	  1966- Saturn I rocket launched at Cape Kennedy
•	  1970- Air Canada DC-8 crashes 7 miles from Toronto’s air-

port killing 109
•	  1977- Pakistan’s army, led by Gen Mohammad Zia ul-Haq, 

seizes power
•	  1978-Soyuz 30 spacecraft touches down in Soviet Ka-

zakhstan
•	  1983- France invades Algeria
•	  2003- SARS is declared “contained” by the WHO

HIJRI 
CALENDAR

 13  Zu al-Qa’dah
1441

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER  

REW DIVISION PULWAMA 
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 

 

Fresh e- NIT No.  01/2020-21 Dated     29-06-2020 
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Of Union Territory Of J&K , e-tenders (In Single cover 

system) are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with UT 
of J&K  Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-  

 
Position of AAA: Accorded : Position of funds:Demanded  

 The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, 
specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates. 
 

1.  Date of Issue of Tender Notice               29-06-2020 

2.  
Period of downloading of bidding 
documents 

  29-06-2020 From 2.00 PM to  
              08-07-2020Up to 4.00 PM 

3. Bid submission Start Date               29-06-2020  from 2:00 PM 
4. Bid Submiss ion End Date     08-07-2020 2020 up to 4.00 PM 

6. Date & t ime of opening of Bids (Online) -   
09-07 2020  at 11:00AM in the Off ice of 

the Execut ive Engineer REW Divis ion 
PULWAMA 

7 

Note: Hard copy of original Treasury ChallanReceipt  and EMD shall  be deposited 
after the financial  bid is opened. In case the original Treasury Challan Receipt 
and EMD is not Deposited within 2 days after the Financial Bid is  Opened for al l  
responsive  bidders who have participated online ,  the Department shall serve 
the Notice as per Rules.  

 
            S/d- 

         Executive Engineer REW,  
                                                                                         PULWAMA 
Dated:-  29-06-2020  
No.Xen/REW/Pul/765-74  

 

S. 
No 

Name of Work Est. Cost 
(Rs. In Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 
(In Rs.) 

Earnest Money 
(In Rs. ) 

Time of 
completion 

Class of 
Contractor 

Major Head 
of Acctt 

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 

1 

Construction of Dairy 
Cooperative Society Office/ Malik 
Unit at  Sangerwanie Block: 
Achgoze (Keller).  

19.00  1000 38000/- 
One 

Workin g 
Season 

 
BEE/CEE 

Distr ic t  
Sec tor  

DIPK-2543/20

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

 

 

 

 

  
 

DIPK-2527/20

 
   Government of Jammu & Kashmir, 

Short Term Tender Notice No:   35/ GDA of 2020  
 
 
 

For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT the Executive Engineer, 
Gulmarg Development Authority Tangmarg invites sealed tenders affixed with four rupees Revenue 
stamps from registered PWD contractors for the work as mentioned below on terms and conditions 
shown hereunder. The tenders should reach the office of the Executive Engineer Gulmarg 
Development Authority Tangmarg by or before 10-07-2020 upto 2 pm and will be opened on the 
same date or any other date convenient to the tender opening Authority in presence of the 
Tenderers or their authorized representatives who wish to be present.   

 

S. 
No 

Name of Work Adv. 
Cost 

E/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Money 

Class Time of 
completion 

M. 
Head 

Cost 
of TD. 

Position 
of funds 

01 Repairing of footsteps on 
NTR near toll post 
Tangmarg 

0.17 340/= DEE  04 days   100/= deman
ded 

 
Terms and Conditions:- 

1)  The tenders should be addressed to the Executive Engineer Gulmarg Development Authority Tangmarg    which 
should reach his office by or before          10 -  07 - 2020 upto 2 pm in a properly sealed envelope with name of work, 
name of contractor CDR/FDR No. & Date.   

2) If the receiving date is declared as holiday the tenders will be received on next working day.  
3) The offered rates should be covered with transparent tape and should be written both in words and figures without 

overwriting otherwise the tenders will be rejected.  
4) “Sales Tax, Income Tax & Labour cess will be deducted at the time of payment as per the rates as in vogue. 
5) The tender document shall be issued to the contractors personally / authorized representative after verification of 

capacity / validity of their registration card on the production of same for purchase of tender documents and 
production of attested Photostat copies of permanent account PAN/ TIN  Nos.  

6) The Tender documents of the work shall be issued against cash payment as shown above from 03-07-2020 to 09-07-
2020 during office hours. 

7) The tenders not accompanied with the CDR’s/FDR equivalent to the amount shown against the work will not be 
entertained and out rightly rejected without assigning any reason thereof. 

8) The rectification of damages if any that may occur from the date of start of work to the site or apartment / structures 
shall be responsibility of the contractor and nothing extra shall be paid for the same.    

09) The rectification of damages to the completed work within period of one year from the date of completion of work 
shall be rectified by the contractor and nothing extra shall be paid for the same.  

10) The work has to be executed strictly as per PWD specifications within the stipulated time failing which the penalty 
shall be imposed & action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against the agency / contractor.  

11. If the amount of the work on the rates quoted by the agency / contractor comes out below 15% of the 
advertized cost, the contractor / agency has to upload the equallent amount of additional performance 
security deposit in the shape of CDR/FDR as per the condition No. 15.9 of this NIT (i.e NIT No. 01)  with 
BOQ & other requisite documents, otherwise the tender will not be accepted 
All other terms & conditions will remain same as advertised vide this office NIT No: 01/GDA of   
 2020-2021 issued vide this office endorsement No: GDA/Divn/ ____________ Dated:                  -2020. 
The payment will be made only after funds will be available with the Department.  

 
 

         
No: GDA/Divn/550-55            Sd/= 

Dated:01-07-2020 
          Executive Engineer, 

Gulmarg Development Authority 
     Tangmarg.  DIPK-NB-1200/20

90 Million Gallons per day 
supply against required 68 MGD
Dedicated IVRS Call Centre sanctioned for water supply related issues
SRINAGAR, JULY 4: District Admin-
istration, Srinagar conducted a com-
prehensive review of water supply 
scenario in the city and directed for 
a host of measures to ensure regu-
lar supply and stringent measures 
against misuse of drinking water for 
commercial purposes and illegal drill-
ing of supply lines. Concerns related 
to shortage of water in tail-end areas 
of some supply lines were reviewed 
for permanent solutions.

District Development Commissioner 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary reviewed the 
status of supply and approved several 
measures through inter-departmental co-
ordination for better public grievance re-
dressal, optimum water use, incentivizing 
authorized connections and strict mea-
sures against misuse and malpractices 
reported therein.

Presently the department has in-
stalled capacity to supply 90 Million Gal-
lons of Water every day against maximum 

requirement of 68 MGDs, with per capita 
availability of 45-50 Gallons against op-
timum 30 Gallons. The department ex-
pressed concern over rampant misuse of 
drinking water for commercial and non-
revenue purposes prohibited under law, 
lack of storage capacity in residential 
buildings, illegal installation of power 
motors, car washing, irrigation, damage 
to supply lines by drilling in many areas. 
Factors responsible for shortage in some 
tail-end areas were discussed and mea-
sures finalised for permanent resolution.

Underlining the importance of im-
mediate and efficient public grievance 
redressal he sanctioned Rs 10.00 Lakh 
for establishment of a Modern Grievance 
Redressal Cell, integrated with the IVRS-
based Call centre already established in 
DC office ,to attend public complaints 
raised through helpline numbers which 
shall operate round the clock , involving 
record note of calls and real-time tracking 
of disposal of complaints or issues.

In view of average 200 Ltr of water 
supply every day against recommended 
per capita 135 Ltr the measures for pro-
moting judicious use, water conservation, 
incentivising the registered consumers 
and action plan against misuse were dis-
cussed.

The district administration and Jal 
Shakti Department have also initiated the 
process of finalisation of plan for instal-
lation of Smart Water Meters, for which 
the funding under Smart City Mission 
has been made available and steps have 
been taken for engagement of consultant. 
The installation of smart water meters is 
aimed at eliminating the misuse of drink-
ing water supply, centrally controlled re-
sponse system, timely resolution of sup-
ply issues and real-time monitoring.

Meanwhile the district administra-
tion has urged all residents who have 
unregistered tap water connections to ap-
proach the offices of the concerned assis-
tant executive engineers and have them 

registered. It is notable that just around 
1.5 lac out of around 2.5 lac households in 
the district have registered connections. 
While all households are supplied tap wa-
ter this fact complicates and hampers the 
grievances and complaints redressal ef-
forts of the department.

 However as noted above efforts are 
afoot to strengthen the redressal mecha-
nism of the Jal Shakti department in the 
district. In each of the 73 administrative 
wards of the district a district metered 
area or DMA with designated response 
team of officials is being created in efforts 
to redress concerns in a prompt manner 
as part of these efforts.

Other relevant details were also dis-
cussed in the meeting. It was informed 
that the Jal Shakti department has started 
online payment of water dues for the con-
venience of consumers adding that the 
latter can make the payment from www.
jkphedwaterbilling.com website or from 
J&K Bank's mPay mobile application.

Court convicts woman in fake 
appointment case after 12 years trial
Agencies

Srinagar: After twelve years 
trial, a court in Srinagar 
on Saturday convicted a 
woman in  a case related to 
impersonation and fake ap-
pointment in animal hus-
bandry department.

“The Crime Branch 
Kashmir  secured  convic-
tion In Case FIR No. 22/2005 
U/S 419,420 RPC ,related to 
impersonation, fake ap-
pointment in Animal Hus-
bandry Department,” reads 
a statement issued by the 
crime branch. 

The case was tried be-
fore the Court of 3rd Addi-
tional Munsiff Srinagar. 

In the year 2005 Crime 
Branch Kashmir had re-
ceived a complaint regarding 
illegal appointment of Mst.
Ulfat wife of Munshi Reyaz 
Ahmad of Zadibal Srinagar.

 Subsequently, a case 
FIR No. 22/2005 was reg-
istered in police station 
Crime Branch Kashmir. 
Charge sheet of the case 
was presented before the 
court of 3rd additional 
munsiff Srinagar. 

“After marathon trial 

of 12 years the court con-
victed the accused lady to 
simple imprisonment for 
a period of one year and 
imposed a fine of Rs 3000 
under section 419 Ranbir 
Penal Code.”

 Further, the accused 
was sentenced to undergo 
simple imprisonment of 
one year and a fine of 5000 
under section 420 RPC . 

However both the Of-
fences shall run concur-
rently. “In case of default 
in fine amount the convict 
shall undergo an imprison-
ment of six month.” (GNS)

Black marketers, profiteers to be booked 
under PSA: Advisor Khan
Srinagar, July 04 (KNO): Warning strict 
action against the people who indulge in 
practices like profiteering, over pricing 
and black marketing, Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Farooq Khan Saturday 
maintained that the government will not 
hesitate to book them under stringent laws 
which include Public Safety Act (PSA).

He said this while chairing a meeting 
to review the functioning of Food, Civil 
Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department 

(FCS&CA) here at the Civil Secretariat.
The meeting was attended by Direc-

tor FCS&CA Kashmir, Bashir Ahmad; 
Additional Secretary FCS&CA, Mehraj-
ud-Din Rather; Officer on Special Duty, 
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak, Joint Direc-
tor FCS&CA, Deputy Director Supplies 
and other concerned. Secretary FCS&CA, 
Simrandeep Singh and Assistant Directors 
of all the districts of Kashmir division at-
tended the meeting via video conferencing.
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NO HOLDS BARRED

In fact, there is no better example of 
executive overreach being legitimised in 
Kashmir, than our Supreme Court letting 
the executive itself be the assessor 
of whether 4G internet speed should 
be restored therein, through a special 
committee headed by the Secretary of 
the Union Ministry of Home Affairs

PUTIN FOREVER

Doligam and the House 
of Khwaja Samad Joo

Last summer when I visited the place, there are newer roads inside the village. 
It can no longer promise the innocence that dwelled here in its folks

I 
was peering out the  weather-
beaten window at the moonless Pir 
Panchal forests when I thought of 
my belonging. When I had woken 

up, it was still dark and I thought I was 
in the bowels of a ghost. The Himala-
yan heat of mid-summer even at 5 in 
the morning, had settled over my limbs 
like moist candy floss. I could hear the 
call to prayer  from loudspeaker in the 
mosque down the road, haunting and 
lovely Arabic words sounding brassy 
over an antiquated land.

I've had a love affair with Doligam 
always. In a place and time not known 
for self-invention, Doligam had always 
cast its spell on me. Yet lingering in 
small places is not in favor now; they no 
longer seem to fit the world. Yes, Dolig-
am is fading, as it's been since decades. 
It can no longer promise the innocence 
that dwelled here in its folks. That life 
of its own, which settled along a water 
canal that traversed this quaint village 
of medieval grandeur. In the corner of 
the scene, row of women would wash 
clothes, children played with shards 
of stones, small stones, that shone un-
der tall walnut trees, men went out for 
work -- their modest government jobs-- 
taking the same road along that canal, 
which ended on a curve, the macdam-
ized road from where it took them to 
main Banihal town, four kilometers 
downhill.

Last summer when I visited the 
place, there are newer roads inside the 
village. Concrete replacing the sharp 
slate stones which were once strewn 
on its muddy alleys. In houses that 
I walked past after years, residents 
were glued to televisions. The sound 
produced by one of its main natural 
streams remained from old times. Per-
haps, like an artefact. A remnant.

So being woken up early on that 
morning, what really made me think of 

was us. Us as people. Of memories. Of 
places where sense of belonging comes. 
It is said unless you have someone of 
your own buried in a land it doesn't be-
long to you.

The association between our fami-
lies goes back a long way. My great 
grandmother belonged to the landlord 
family of Wanyee's of Doligam. Wanyee 
over the years, probably due to their as-
sociation with urban Srinagar, turned 
to Wani. There are many far flung 
areas in valley, where a local dialect 
of surname prevails. My great grand-
mother is buried in Doligam, her vil-
lage of birth, in the precincts of a shrine 
belonging to PirMehmood Shah, a dis-
ciple of Hazrat Sultan- Sheikh Hamza. 
It was PirMehmood Shah who brought 
the message of Islam to parts of Bani-
hal. Back in the days there used to be a 
annual festival here, villagers from far-
off places would throng the shrine and 
tie their prayer knots. Nothing of that 
remains now.

The etymology of 'Doligam' is very 
interesting as well. It is believed that a 
Hindu seer named 'Doli' had taken ref-
uge here. The village came to be known 
after her. There is evidence of strong 
Brahmin footprints in the village.

One of my cousin, who lives in 
Jammu, told me once while digging at 
a cliff for new construction in Doligam, 
an idol was found. He took it to Jammu 
and showed to a archaeologist, who told 
him that this was a sculpture of Lord 
Shiva and probably belonged to Gupta 
period; that is around 1500 years ago. 
This period coincided with Kushan 
dynasty in Kashmir--preceding Avanti-
varman and Lalitaditya.

Built on a mountain, Doligam 
speaks of things Kashmir and of a way 
of life its elite aspired of. The old house 
that belongs to our relatives there, 
stands still. Dilapidated.  The tradi-

tional Khatam-band work on its ceiling, 
pointed arches, emblematic of the style 
of the era,  remnant of its past glory. 
One of its most famous son of soil is Kh-
wajaSamadJoo. And it is with  Sama-
dJoo that the connection of my family 
began with Wanyee's of Doligam.

SamadJoo was a Vizier first in Ran-
bir Singh's era and then Pratap Singh's. 
His family held lot of weight in the Pir 
Panchal mountains. His father Khwaja 
Afzal SamadJoo was a Tehsildar and 
an estate owner. He owned swathes of 
land, right across from Doru in Islam-
abad to Banihal. Two of SamadJoo's 
daughters were married in our family; 
one being my great grandmother. His 
death in 1891 had created quite a ruck-
us in the city.

It is said SamadJoo was on an im-
promptus visit to Srinagar in the early 
summer of 1891.  As was the ritual, he 
first paid obeisance at Hazrat Sultan 
at Makhdhoom sahib. He had brought 
with him an embellished veneered 
serape, lined with gold, as  mark of 
respect, to be spread over the grave of 
his sufi master. However, just when he 
was to leave and he put his feet on the 
saddle of the horse, the knuckle broke 
off. The Vizier feared a bad omen.

After a trip to the Dal in the Doonga 
with noble men of Shawl family joining 
them-- a common practice back in the 
days, he died at our house in Khanyar 
that night. The omen had come true.

The following morning entire city 
was cordoned off by Maharaja's  sepoys. 
Pratap Singh believed his Vizier was 
poisoned by his dogra contemporaries, 
who were jealous of SamadJoo's close-
ness to the Maharaja.

The matter was later resolved after 
Maharaja was visited by nobles of the 
city, explaining that the cause of the 
death was natural. SamadJoo's burial 
was attended by every who's who of the 

city. In a long procession that started 
from our house in Khanyar to Makhd-
hoom sahib shrine, where he is buried, 
entire city grieved at the loss of this 
noble man.

In addition to clear presence of gen-
try in Doligam and hobnobbing with 
the nobility of the times, Doligam also 
has a literary company. Abdul Rahim 
Amma, a poet who was blind by eyes 
since birth was a contemporary and 
comrade of Rasul Mir and has written 
a masnavi called 'Gulbadan' in Persian. 

We've a whole litany of documents 
that prove all above incidents. It is no 
hearsay. It is remarkable to know how 
everything was documented in those 
times- right from the Persian lines 
written on the serape KhwajaSamad-
Joo laid at Sultan's shrine to hundreds 
of letters written to each other across 
the Banihal pass. SamadJoo owned a 
library-- being well versed in Persian 
and Urdu. Some of his books to the day 
are preserved in our house in Khanyar.

The houses that were inhabited by 
these learned men, in their shattered 
windows, its sills privy to what hap-
pened behind them, in the abandoned 
dark rooms, not just scarred or peel-
ing walls or dusty floors, the lonely ta-
aks perched in its walls, hollow to the 
eyes. The names hung over them like 
weights, each light enough to bear its 
own. Somewhere close a widely lit path 
of belonging exists. In these experi-
ences, there are places to look back, the 
anchor and all that was there. Remem-
brance of who you are and in it your 
song of belonging.

Faheem Gundroo is a ICT Engineer 
based in Dubai, with interest in 

travel, history and culture. Email: 
faheemjeelani@gmail.com
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A
ny discourse on Kashmir and its people, 
from an outsider, no matter where that 
outsider lies on the spectrum of ideolo-
gies or what her understanding of nations 

and nationalism is, must be mindful of the fighting 
chance she’s been given in terms of her rights, in 
the present times. Just by virtue of being a non-
Kashmiri. Justice for the people of Kashmir has 
been almost Kafkaesque ever since the inception 
of their struggle. However, there are two unprec-
edented challenges being faced by them currently. 
The first being the internet shutdown in Kashmir, 
the longest ever imposed in a democracy. The sec-
ond is the challenge presented by COVID-19. Unfor-
tunately for its people, these two challenges have 
become horridly intertwined.  

Before discussing the implications of these two 
challenges being faced in simultaneity, perhaps 
some background in freedoms is necessitated. Ar-
ticle 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India guaran-
tees all citizens the right to freedom of speech and 
expression. However, such freedom under Article 
19(2) is subject to reasonable restrictions imposed 
by the State in the interests of, among others – the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of 
the State and public order. Our illustrious Constit-
uent Assembly Members had raised concerns while 
deliberating on the Article, as it was called then the 
Draft Article 13. As to Draft Article 13(2) restric-
tions, Damodar S. Seth was of the opinion that:

 “…to suspend civil liberties is tantamount to 
a declaration of martial law. Even in the United 
States, civil liberties are never suspended. What is 
suspended there, in cases of invasion or rebellion, 
is only the habeas corpus writ. Though individual 
freedom is secured in this article, it is at the same 
time restricted by the will of the legislature and the 
executive which has powers to issue ordinances 
between the sessions of the legislature almost free-
ly, unrestricted by any constitutional provision. 
Fundamental rights, therefore, ought to be placed 
absolutely outside the jurisdiction, not only of the 
legislature but also of the executive.”

Of course, the Article as it stands today speaks 
of restrictions being reasonable, yet there rings 
a  modern age truth to the particular concerns of 
our Constitution Drafters – across India, but espe-
cially in Kashmir. In the present times, the pan-
demic has rendered the legislature dysfunctional 
and has drastically limited the functioning of the 
judicial system, to say the least. As a result, the ex-
ecutive has been bestowed with sweeping powers. 
Whilst this is true across the country, it glaringly 
pronounced in Kashmir where indigenous political 
leaders have been placed under preventive deten-
tion following the abrogation of Article 370; strin-
gent security measures and now the lockdown, 
have curbed physical manifestations of protest; 
and internet restrictions have stripped the people 
of one of the few basic mediums of speech and ex-
pression. 

In fact, in January the Supreme Court in the 
case of AnuradhaBhasin declared internet to be a 
fundamental right. However, the GOI circumvent-
ed compliance by providing 2G internet. Herein, it 
relied on its narrative that the internet is a means 
for the thriving of unscrupulous, ‘anti-national’ 
and ‘terrorist’ elements and that any restrictions 
imposed are thus in the interests of the sovereignty 
and integrity of India and the security of the State.

There was never any doubt that the state has 
the power to put certain restrictions on fundamen-
tal rights. The question was whether the restric-

tions in Kashmir were reasonable. The GOI in its 
argument before Court stated that since August 5, 
2019, 108 terrorist attacks have taken place in Kash-
mir. How is that reconcilable with the fact that till 
January 2020, there was a complete internet black-
out and yet the attacks continued?

GOI has in this regard, failed to establish any 
proximate or direct nexus between the access to 
internet and terrorist attacks. By GOIs own ad-
mission since 1990, there have been 71038 terror 
incidents. But, from 1990-2000, the worst period of 
the conflict, there was no internet in Kashmir, in 
fact mobile phone services were introduced only in 
2003. After the internet was introduced there have 
been 181 internet shutdowns in Kashmir, and yet, 
terror incidents remain consistent. 

In fact, there is no better example of executive 
overreach being legitimised in Kashmir, than our 
Supreme Court letting the executive itself be the 
assessor of whether 4G internet speed should be re-
stored therein, through a special committee headed 
by the Secretary of the Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs! It is most unfortunate that when it comes to 
balancing a perceived threat to national security 
and the basic civil liberties of the citizens of our 
nation, the judicial system has no qualms about 
authoring preachy judgments that merely defer au-
thority to the executive.

In Superintendent, Central Prison, Fatehgarh 
v. Ram Manohar Lohia, a five judge bench of the 

Court mandated that in order for a restriction to be 
reasonable, there has to be a proximate connection 
with public order and not a far-fetched, remote or 
hypothetical one. While the law provides for prior 
restraint and censorship of speech, provided there 
is a proximate nexus between free speech and pub-
lic order, the law does not empower the state to 
shut down completely, the very means of making 
free speech. 

The state can make an argument that, at times, 
there may be a proximate nexus between free 
speech and threat to security, for example a pro-
vocative hate speech on the television that leads 
to communal riots. However, there can never be a 
nexus, let alone a proximate one, between the me-
dium of television itself and the threat to security. 
Even during the 1975 national emergency, when the 
state censored the news, there was no blanket ban 
on publishing of newspapers. 

The Constitution only envisaged temporary re-
striction on speech that threatens security, but not 
all speech or the medium of speech. The restrictions 
imposed in Kashmir since August 5th, 2019 have 
nothing to do with security or public order and ev-
erything to do with dissent. Thus, while GOI might 
have failed to establish a proximate nexus between 
access to internet and terrorist activities, what has 
been established, however, is that these internet 
restrictions have violated the (i) Right to conduct 
business by destroying the economy and putting an 
end to sectors dependent on the internet (ii) Right 
to education as children haven’t been to school in 10 
months and there is no possibility of online classes 
(iii) Right to freedom of speech & expression as 
people couldn’t post online and the press couldn’t 
even file reports. (iv) Right to health by drastically 
limiting the functioning of the healthcare sector in 
the middle of a catastrophic pandemic.  

The Leaflet

The author is a Law Clerk at Supreme Court of 
India. Views expressed are personal.

The Kashmir Blackout
The author investigates the constitutionality of the internet shutdown imposed 

in Kashmir. He argues whether the communication restrictions hold up to the test of 
‘reasonable’ envisaged under Article 19(2) of the Constitution of India.

 Zaid drabu

 Faheem Gundroo
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Virtual Tech Is 
Capturing The Future
V

irtual sites of memorialisation of mass 
atrocities, from web pages and blogs to social 
media, have proliferated this century. Once 
unimaginable technology enables individu-

als and communities to share photos, memories, and 
ruminations about the past. Recent developments like 
holograms, artificial intelligence, virtual reality and 
augmented reality - AI, VR and AR - permit further 
changes in the very nature of memorialisation, includ-
ing simultaneously, and sometimes paradoxically, de-
centralising and globalising it.

Pre-digital practice mostly confined memorialisa-
tion to a particular geographical space - often a monu-
ment, a museum or an archive. States produced and 
controlled these spaces, thus using them not only to 
pay respects to the heroes, victims, and martyrs of its 
past, but also to craft narratives that supported their 
own claim to legitimacy.

Virtual memorialisation loosens, if not shatters, 
such control - carrying the prospect of fundamentally 
changing how and where collective memory is formed 
and retransmitted. Digital technology allows those 
processes both to devolve to individuals beyond the 
reach of the state and communities that might tran-
scend national boundaries. The resultant local and 
transnational connections may sometimes reinforce 
state narratives, but in other instances may serve to 
contest them. Previously marginalised voices may find 
a broader audience, while historians and their audi-
ences have the opportunity to use and appreciate new 
sources and perspectives about the past. Emergent vir-
tual communities generate their own vocabularies as 
well as their own touchstones for pride, grievance, and 
understanding.

The use of social media for the memorialisation 
of mass atrocities illustrates the global dimensions 
of these new trends. In countries such as Myanmar, 
Facebook is synonymous with the internet itself. The 
platform permits sharing of photos, live streaming, 
pre-recorded videos, stories, and the ability to inter-
act within communities of interest by commenting 
and 'liking' posts. Residing in 'the cloud', or, more con-
cretely, a server farm in Oregon or Sweden, Facebook 
commemorative or memorial pages transcend physi-
cal space, permitting individuals to form and join com-
munities of interest from anywhere in the world.

In some cases, online memorial sites simply pro-
vide a place where people can engage with a memory 
in a way that is more personal, such as on pages dedi-
cated to the legacies of particular episodes of mass vio-
lence. While not necessarily global in ambition, these 
sites may nonetheless produce the familiar conse-
quence of loosening the nation-state's grip over its his-
torical narrative. Digital forums of memorialisation 
of wars, genocides and mass atrocities have the power 
to elevate new voices, allow geographically disparate 
communities to share experiences and learn about 
their shared past, and enable others to compose their 

own virtual memorials outside the official domain of 
the state. 

These positive developments come with limita-
tions and risks. Many states increasingly police social 
media sites. In some countries, individuals can be ar-
rested for posts and sites deemed oppositional to the 
state. Revisionist history can also empower denialists 
or foment resentment at odds with projects of unity 
and reconciliation. Extremists might also expropriate 
the virtual memorialisation toolkit for their own hate-
ful purposes, gaining unprecedented global reach.

The first half of 2020 brought a nearly global lock-
down to fight the spread of Covid-19, and the ultimate 
paradox of the local and the global has been laid bare. 
Confined to our homes and apartments, we were 
brought perhaps more closely than ever before into di-
rect engagement with people in similar circumstances 
around the world. In international Zoom conferences, 
virtual tourism and online memorialisation events, 
we may be witnessing the emergence of a new norm of 
remote mourning and virtual commemoration. 

Although the proliferation of digital memoriali-

sation began long before the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
requirements of social distancing serve to push memo-
rialisation much further into the realm of the virtual. 
The shift from 'real' memorials to virtual ones may be 
viewed as an extension of globalisation - yet also au-
gers further changes. The current age of populism, 
nationalism and now the pandemic, each of which 
threatens to roll back globalisation in one way or an-
other. The turn to virtual memorialisation points to a 
means for maintaining global connections even as glo-
balisation recedes. At the same time, it illustrates the 
potential for challenges to state sovereignty and con-
ventional understandings of reality. If, in the future, 
the past is ultimately represented by decentralised his-
toriography, holograms, or VR or AR tourism, how we 
define ourselves through our collective memories will 
never be the same.

Eve Zucker is lecturer in Anthropology, Columbia 
University. David Simon is director of the Genocide 

Studies Program and senior lecturer in Political 
Science, Yale University. 

-Yale Global 
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Where Fiction And Cinema Collide
Awais Khan’s debut novel explores issues of love, fidelity, and sacrifice

moaZZam ShEikh

R
itwik Ghatak, the great Bengali auteur, has said that cinema 
is not an art form to him. Instead, it borrows form(s) from 
other sources such as music, novel, theatre, painting, pho-
tography and so on. The only reason he chose the cinema, he 

elaborated, was that it allowed him to reach a large number of people. 
Unfortunately, he didn’t live long enough to encounter the phenom-
enon where fiction begins to lean, even recline, on cinema, often re-
ferred to as cinematic writing. Though cinematic writing and vivid 
writing may flow in and out of each other, they are not the same. Cin-
ema’s influence on literature is undeniable and how a writer manipu-
lates that influence into the text affects the plot, characters, ideas, the 
balance between content and context. Fiction, however, is neither cin-
ema nor a TV serial.

Reading Awais Khan’s entertaining novel brought an Indian film 
Rajput (1982) to one’s mind. Predicated upon patriarchy, the narrative 
explores issues of love, fidelity, sacrifice. Hema Malini is betrothed 
to Rajesh Khanna, a police officer, but she is having a love affair with 
Dharmender. Rajesh Khanna’s wedding procession is ambushed by 
soldiers from a princely state. Dharmender arrives in time to shoot 
Rakesh Roshan standing next to the fainted Hema Malini before Rajesh 
Khanna locates the dead abductor slumped over his wife. Once home, 
Hema Malini discloses to Khanna that she is pregnant. He thinks the 
child’s father is Rakesh Roshan. That plays out with the backdrop 
of a princely state, which refuses to be annexed by the Indian state 
and continues to unleash terror on the local population. Dharmender 
ends up serving jail time under Rajesh Khanna, who vows to bring 
the princely state to its knees. Rajesh Khanna begins taking care of 
Malini’s boy only to find out that the child’s real father is Dharmender. 
Approaching climactic battle, Dharmender makes sure that his child 
and Hema’s marriage survive while he sacrifices his own life. Now, 
let’s turn to the novel, which seems to have emerged from the belly of 
the beast called cinema.

Ali is forced to return to modeling he once abhorred because he 
needs quick cash so his younger brother, a victim of a terrorist bomb-
ing, can have a prosthetic leg. As Ali re-enters the decadent world of 
high society he encounters an unhappy Mona, married to a construc-
tion tycoon with two children studying abroad. Two dramatic strands 
develop from thereon. Mona and Ali develop mutual attraction. Mona 
justifies her action partly because her husband, too, has cheated on 
her several times. Ali is lured gullibly by a friend’s friend to a terrorist 
network as he’s given a prosthetic leg free of charge.

In return, Ali is asked to provide information and access to people 
the terrorist organisation wants to kill. As things build up, Mona finds 
herself pregnant and is willing to leave her husband. Though abusive, 
Mona learns, her husband has a good side too, which is why the radi-
cals want him gone. Ali is blackmailed into becoming a suicide bomb-
er to take out Mona’s husband or else he’d find his mother and brother 
killed. Ali can’t bring himself to take the final step. Mona’s husband 
learns of her affair. Ali rushes out to the sea to kill himself in the hope of 

meeting his mother and brother in a better place. While in mourning 
Mona visits Ali’s grave every day for two hours for many months, but 
she also wants to recharge the relationship with her husband.

Novels that are fundamentally plot-driven run into the problem of 
taking structural issues lightly. Sometimes a good writer can wing it 
by accentuating interiority to highlight exteriority.

I don’t mean to suggest that the novel is directly inspired by the 
film. Rather the writing is heavily influenced by absorbing the influ-
ence of such films that employ the narrative technique of Rajput.

Despite being melodramatic, it is a well-crafted novel. The real vic-
tim of the bombing is used as a backdrop. Too much energy is spent on 
relaying how women of upper classes converse and banter, how radi-
cal Islamist terrorists wax eloquent and issue threats. Khan tries too 
hard to achieve believability in his realism. He should’ve aimed for 
some impressionism, a bit of expressionism. It could’ve been a differ-
ent novel, and a better one, one believes if he had pointed out a con-
nection between the army and its nurturing certain of radical groups, 
later dividing them into ‘good’ and ‘bad’ terrorists. Who knows where 
the novel could’ve gone. Instead, the narrative is kept on a tight leash.

There’s a basic difference between a narrative film and a novel, 
which has a much greater ability to go out-of-focus and refocus - lit-
erary theorists call it expansion and contraction - to bring in three-
dimensionality, a much needed psychological depth and unexpect-
ed turn of emotions. The reader learns early on that Mona has two 
grown-up children, but they remain pretty much absent throughout 
the novel, making Mona appear like a cardboard figure. Ali has a bit 
more meat but barely. One wonders if it is Khan has an obsession with 
physical detail that makes him use the word fat at least seven times 
while describing mostly women.

This doesn’t help even if the reader wants to ignore the sexist trap-
ping of the novel. The development of Mona’s character, or the lack 
thereof, is another issue. One hand, she does not care about material 
gifts, on the other, she can’t conceive of having an agency on her own. 
The only way she can leave her husband is if Ali leads her. In a magical 
concurrence of events, when Ali decides to take his life, Mona suffers 
a miscarriage as well. Status quo ante restores itself just like in the 
movie Rajput.

Be it through a terrorist organisation or princely state, the sacred 
institution of marriage has been restored. Good writing requires see-
ing through these issues. Novels that are fundamentally plot-driven 
run into the problem of taking structural issues lightly. Sometimes a 
good writer can wing it by accentuating interiority to highlight exteri-
ority, but in lesser hands, the narrative becomes flat.

From the start, one can tell that the world inhabited by Mona and 
Ali is going to collide with the world of terrorism, and that Ali is going 
to pay the price for trespass. Good writing should avoid predictability. 
Finally, a good editor could’ve improved the text by making sure that 
words like flattened and flat do not occur so frequently. While Khan 
managed to keep my interest, this kind of repetition is just deadwood.

This is a debut novel. Despite some of the weaknesses one cannot 
ignore, Khan shows promise. His language is modern and he knows 
how to bring in a Lahori flavor both to the dialogues and narration. 
He definitely shows a good sense of pacing and that ability alone 
carries the reader to the last page. That’s a good skill to have for a 
writer of fiction.
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platform permits sharing of 
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pre-recorded videos, 
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cloud', or, more concretely, 
a server farm in Oregon or 
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Respiratory droplets travel 
between eight to 13 feet 
before they evaporate 
or escape, without wind 

and depending on the ambient 
condition, according to Indian 
researchers who suggest that 
physical distancing greater than 
six feet may be essential to avoid 
Covid-19 transmission.

The researchers, including 
those from the Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc), Bengaluru, Karna-
taka, noted that it is well estab-
lished that the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
that causes Covid-19 disease is 
transmitted via respiratory drop-
lets that infected people eject 
when they cough, sneeze or talk.

The team developed a math-
ematical model for the early 
phases of a Covid-19-like pan-
demic using the aerodynamics 
and evaporation characteristics 
of respiratory droplets.

The research, published in 

the journal Physics of Fluids, 
modelled the pandemic dynam-
ics with a reaction mechanism, 
wherein each reaction has a rate 
constant obtained by calculating 
the droplet collision frequency.

The researchers then com-
pared the droplet cloud ejected 
by an infected person to the one 
by a healthy person.

“The size of the droplet cloud, 
the distance it travels, and the 
droplet lifetimes are, therefore, 
all important factors that we 

calculated using conservation of 
mass, momentum, energy and 
species,” said Swetaprovo Chaud-
huri from the University of To-
ronto in Canada.

“The model could be used to 
estimate approximately how 
long droplets can survive, how 
far they can travel, and which 
size of droplet survives for how 
long,” said Chaudhari, one of the 
authors of the study.

He added the actual situation 
could be complicated by wind, 

turbulence, air-recirculation or 
many other effects.

“Without wind and depend-
ing on the ambient condition, 
we found droplets travel be-
tween 8 to 13 feet before they 
evaporate or escape,” said Ab-
hishek Saha, a co-author, from 
the University of California, San 
Diego in the US.

This finding implies that social 
distancing at perhaps greater 
than six feet is essential, accord-
ing to the researchers. The ini-

tial size of the longest surviving 
droplets is in the range of 18-50 
microns, meaning masks can in-
deed help, they said.

These findings, the researchers 
said, could help inform reopen-
ing measures for schools and 
offices looking at student or em-
ployee density.

“This model is not claiming to 
predict the exact spread of Co-
vid-19,” said Saptarshi Basu, an-
other study author, from IISc.

“But, our work shows that 

droplet evaporation or desicca-
tion time is highly sensitive to 
the ambient temperature and 
relative humidity,” Basu said.

The researchers noted that 
their model and the firm theo-
retical underpinning that con-
nects the two scales -- mac-
roscale pandemic dynamics and 
the microscale droplet physics 
-- could emerge as a powerful 
tool in clarifying the role of en-
vironment on infection spread 
through respiratory droplets.

Physical Distancing Over Six Feet May Be 
Essential To Prevent Covid-19: Study

Roadside Hedges Combat Traffic 
Emissions At The Cost Of Plant Health

Agencies

Roadside hedges can com-
bat near-road pollution 
exposure for humans but 

take a hit to their health, says a 
new study from the University 
of Surrey.

According to the European En-
vironmental Agency, air pollu-
tion causes 400,000 premature 
deaths annually. In 2017, the De-
partment for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs pinpointed pol-
lution generated by traffic as a 
major contributor of particulate 
matter.

Earlier studies have shown 
that green infrastructure in the 
busy streets can reduce exposure 
to air pollution to a great extent. 
A vegetation barrier can as much 
as halve the levels of pollutants 
just behind the barrier.

In a new study published 
by Environmental Pollution, 
experts from Surrey's Global 
Centre for Clean Air Research 
(GCARE) set out to quantify the 
deposition of particles on leaf 
surfaces of a roadside hedge at 
child (0.6m) and adult (1.5m) 
breathing heights.

The study, titled 'Quantifying 
particulate matter reduction and 
their deposition on the leaves of 
green infrastructure', examined 
a beech (Fagus sylvatica) hedge 
along a busy two-lane road in 
Guildford, Surrey. They also 

monitored a nearby location on 
the same road with no hedge.

Following previous work by 
GCARE researchers to quantify 
the filtering capacity of different 
types of green infrastructure, in-
cluding roadside hedges, this new 
study involved quantifying and 
comparing particle deposition on 
leaves from the front (traffic-fac-
ing) and back side of a hedge.

The researchers discovered a 
dominance of fine particles on 
leaves on the traffic-facing side 
when compared with the back of 
the hedge. They also found that 
the closer the hedge is to the 
road, it likely led to the under-
development and poor health of 
leaves on the traffic-facing side 
of the hedge.

The team discovered that 
more harmful particles were 
captured by leaves at child 
breathing height than at adult 
breathing height, supporting 
GCARE's previous studies on 
how air pollution is harming 
babies who travel in low-riding 
prams more than it is affecting 
the parents pushing them.

The researchers also found 
that leaf fall in autumn lowered 
the canopy density, resulting in 
particulate matter reductions 
behind the hedge to drop from 
25 per cent in summer to 9 per 
cent in autumn.

Professor Prashant Kumar, Di-
rector of GCARE at the University 
of Surrey, said: "The poor health 
of leaves on the traffic-facing 

side highlights that green in-
frastructure takes a continuous 
assault from traffic emissions 
to protect roadside users from 
harmful sub-micron particles."

"The high particle capture dur-
ing peak traffic hours at around 
the breathing height of children 
compared with adult breathing 
height reinforces our advocacy 
for the implementation of hedg-
es as a barrier against traffic 
emissions, particularly around 
school boundaries, children's 
play areas, and other vulnerable 
populations. This study's find-
ings also underline the impor-
tance of appropriate selection of 
vegetation species considering 
traits such as air pollution toler-
ance."

Women With High Bp During Pregnancy 
Susceptible To Heart Disease

Agencies

LONDON-  Women who experi-
ence high blood pressure during 
pregnancy are more likely to de-
velop heart disease and heart fail-
ure in later life, warn researchers.

Published in the Journal of the 
American Heart Association, the 
study found that women who 
experienced high blood pressure 
during their first pregnancy were 
at 45 per cent higher risk of over-
all cardiovascular disease.

"When we looked at all the 
available research, the answer was 
clear women who develop high 
blood pressure during pregnancy 
are more likely to develop several 
different kinds of cardiovascular 
disease," said senior author Dr 
Clare Oliver-Williams from the 
University of Cambridge in the UK.

Between one to six per cent of 
all pregnancies in Western coun-
tries are affected by high blood 
pressure, which usually returns 
to normal after giving birth, the 
study said.

This condition is known as 
gestational hypertension or preg-
nancy-induced hypertension. 
It differs from pre-eclampsia 
in that traces of protein are not 
found in the urine.

Clinicians increasingly recog-
nise that women who have had 
gestational hypertension are 
more likely to develop cardiovas-
cular disease in later life.

However, studies of different 
kinds of cardiovascular diseases, 
such as heart disease and heart 
failure, have found mixed results.

To examine these links further, 
an international team of research-
ers conducted a systematic review 
and meta-analysis of 21 studies in-
volving a total of 3.6 million wom-
en, 128,000 of who previously had 
gestational hypertension.

The researchers found that 
women who experienced high 
blood pressure during their first 
pregnancy were at 46 per cent 
higher risk of coronary heart dis-
ease compared to women who 
did not have high blood pressure 
in pregnancy.

Women with one or more preg-
nancies affected by high blood 
pressure were at 81 per cent high-

er risk of cardiovascular disease, 
83 per cent higher risk of coro-
nary heart disease and 77 per cent 
higher risk of heart failure.

The study adds to growing 
evidence of the relationship be-
tween pregnancy and subsequent 
risk of cardiovascular events.

Recurrent miscarriages, pre-
term birth, foetal growth restric-
tion and pre-eclampsia have all 
previously been linked with a 
greater risk of heart disease.

The researchers said that it is 
not entirely clear why gestational 
hypertension is associated with 
heart disease in later life.

However, they suggest it may 
be that high blood pressure in 
pregnancy causes lasting damage 
that contributes to cardiovascu-
lar disease.

Blood Tests Can Predict Risk Of Severe Liver Disease
LONDON- Researchers have 
found that repeated measure-
ments of the biomarker FIB-4 
in human blood every few years 
can predict the risk of develop-
ing severe liver disease.

According to a study published 
in the Journal of Hepatology, the 
risk of liver cirrhosis increases if 
the levels of this biomarker rise 
between two testing occasions.

Fat accumulation in the liver 
is common and is often seen in 
people with obesity or diabetes. 
In the worst case, fatty liver can 

lead to cirrhosis or liver cancer. It 
is unusual for this to occur but in 
those affected, symptoms often 
only occur at a late stage when 
there is no available treatment."

It is difficult to predict the 
risk of cirrhosis, although you 
can get some guidance in using 
regular blood tests that measure 
liver damage," said study lead 
author Hannes Hagstrom from 
Karolinska Institutet in Sweden.

"Therefore, we wanted to 
investigate whether what is 
known as the FIB-4 score can in-

crease the accuracy of the iden-
tification of people at high risk, 
in particular with information 
from repeated measurements," 
Hagstrom added.

The new study shows that re-
peated sampling and measure-
ments of the FIB-4 score, rather 
than measuring FIB-4 on one sole 
occasion, can increase the pre-
diction of future liver cirrhosis.

The researchers used the 
''AMORIS'' cohort that contains 
laboratory test data in a very 
large population, surveyed be-

tween 1985 and 1996.
More than 40,000 people had 

contributed to the blood test 
data for FIB-4 on several sam-

pling occasions. They were fol-
lowed in national registers to 
identify those who developed 
cirrhosis after up to 27 years.

The main finding was that the 
risk increases in people where 
the FIB-4 score rises between 
two testing occasions and de-
creases when it falls.

In this way, almost half of 
those who were later affected by 
cirrhosis could be identified.

One problem, however, was 
that the accuracy was relatively 
low, with a risk of false-positive 
tests, the researchers said.

The study also established that 
it took a long time to develop cir-
rhosis, and that it may be enough 

to recalculate the FIB-4 score at 
intervals of several years.

"We show that this biomarker 
is useful for identifying people in 
primary care with an increased 
risk of cirrhosis who may need 
to be more carefully investigated 
and to exclude people who do 
not need this," Hagstrom said.

"But the method needs to be 
further developed to reduce the 
risk of false-positive findings, 
which can lead to unnecessary 
examinations in healthy peo-
ple," the study author noted.
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US Sends Aircraft Carriers To South 
China Sea During Chinese Military Drills
Agencies

Washington: Two US aircraft car-
riers were conducting exercises in 
the disputed South China Sea on 
Saturday, the US Navy said, as Chi-
na also carried out military drills 
that have been criticised by the 
Pentagon and neighbouring states.

China and the United States 
have accused each other of stoking 
tension in the strategic waterway 
at a time of strained relations over 
everything from the new corona-
virus to trade to Hong Kong.

The USS Nimitz and USS 
Ronald Reagan were carrying out 
operations and exercises in the 
South China Sea “to support a free 
and open Indo-Pacific,” the navy 
said in a statement.

It did not say exactly where 
the exercises were being con-
ducted in the South China Sea, 
which extends for some 1,500 km 
(900 miles) and 90% of which is 
claimed by China despite the pro-
tests of its neighbours.

“The purpose is to show an 
unambiguous signal to our part-
ners and allies that we are com-
mitted to regional security and 

stability,” Rear Admiral George 
M. Wikoff was quoted as saying 
by the Wall Street Journal, which 
first reported the exercises.

Wikoff, commander of the 
strike group led by the Ronald 
Reagan, said the exercises were 
not a response to those being 
conducted by China, which the 
Pentagon criticised this week 
as “counter-productive to ef-
forts at easing tensions and 
maintaining stability”.

China dismissed the US criti-
cism of its drills on Friday and 
suggested the United States was to 
blame for increasing tensions.

US carriers have long car-
ried out exercises in the West-

ern Pacific, including in the 
South China Sea, according to 
the US navy. At one point re-
cently, the United States had 
three carriers in the region.

China announced last week it 
had scheduled five days of drills 
starting July 1 near the Paracel Is-
lands, which are claimed by both 
Vietnam and China.

Vietnam and the Philippines 
have also criticised the planned 
Chinese drills, warning they could 
create tension in the region and 
impact Beijing’s relationship with 
its neighbours.

The United States accuses 
China of trying to intimidate 
Asian neighbours who might 
want to exploit its extensive oil 
and gas reserves. Brunei, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Taiwan and 
Vietnam also lay claim to parts 
of the South China Sea, through 
which about $3 trillion of trade 
passes each year.

The US statement said the 
naval exercises gave command-
ers the flexibility and capabilities 
“that only the US Navy can com-
mand”. Reuters

Agencies

Istanbul: A Saudi consulate work-
er in Istanbul told a Turkish court 
on Friday he had been asked to 
light a tandoor oven less than an 
hour after Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi entered the building 
where he was killed.

Zeki Demir, a local techni-
cian who worked for the consul-
ate, was giving evidence on the 
first day of the trial in absentia of 
20 Saudi officials over Khashog-
gi’s killing, which sparked global 
outrage and tarnished the image 
of Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler.

Demir said he had been called 
to the consul’s residence after 
Khashoggi entered the nearby 
consulate to seek his papers.

“There were five to six people 
there... They asked me to light up 
the tandoor (oven). There was an 
air of panic,” he said.

Khashoggi disappeared after 
going to the consulate to get pa-
pers for his marriage in October 
2018. Some Western governments, 
as well as the CIA, said they be-
lieved Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman had ordered 
the hit - an accusation Saudi offi-
cials denied.

Turkish officials have said 
one theory police pursued was 

that Khashoggi’s killers may have 
tried to dispose of his body by 
burning it after suffocating him 
and cutting up his corpse.

The indictment accuses two 
top Saudi officials, former deputy 
head of Saudi Arabia’s general 
intelligence Ahmed al-Asiri and 
former royal court adviser Saud 
al-Qahtani, of instigating “pre-
meditated murder with mon-
strous intent”.

It says 18 other defendants 
were flown to Turkey to kill 
Khashoggi, a prominent and well-
connected journalist who had 
grown increasingly critical of the 
crown prince.

The defendants are being 
tried in absentia and are unlikely 
ever to be handed over by Saudi 
Arabia, which has accused Tur-
key of failing to cooperate with a 
separate, largely secretive, trial 
in Riyadh last year.

In December a Saudi court 
sentenced five people to death and 
three to jail for the killing, but 
Khashoggi’s family later said they 
forgave his murderers, effectively 
granting them a formal reprieve 
under Saudi law.

A Saudi prosecutor said at the 
time there was no evidence con-
necting Qahtani to the killing and 
dismissed charges against Asiri.

“Asked Me To Light Up” 
The Oven: Khashoggi 
Murder Trial Tells Court

Iran Threatens Retaliation 
After Possible ‘Cyber 
Attack’ On Nuclear Site
Agencies

DUBAI: Iran will retaliate against 
any country that carries out cy-
ber attacks on its nuclear sites, 
the head of civilian defence said, 
after a fire at its Natanz plant 
which some Iranian officials said 
may have been caused by cyber 
sabotage.

The underground Natanz 
Fuel Enrichment Plant (FEP) is 
one of several Iranian facilities 
monitored by inspectors of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agen-
cy, the UN nuclear watchdog.

Iran’s top security body said 
on Friday that the cause of the 
“incident” at the nuclear site had 
been determined, but “due to se-
curity considerations” it would be 
announced at a convenient time.

Iran’s Atomic Energy Organ-
isation (AEOI) initially reported 
an “incident” had occurred early 
on Thursday at Natanz, located in 
the desert in the central province 

of Isfahan.
It later published a photo of a 

one-storey brick building with its 
roof and walls partly burned. A door 
hanging off its hinges in the photo 
suggested that there had been an ex-
plosion inside the building.

“Responding to cyber attacks 
is part of the country’s defence 
might. If it is proven that our 
country has been targeted by a cy-
ber attack, we will respond,” civil 
defence chief Gholamreza Jalali 
told state TV late on Thursday.

An article issued on Thurs-

day by state news agency IRNA 
addressed what it called the possi-
bility of sabotage by enemies such 
as Israel and the United States, al-
though it stopped short of accus-
ing either directly.

“So far Iran has tried to pre-
vent intensifying crises and the 
formation of unpredictable condi-
tions and situations,” IRNA said. 
“But the crossing of red lines of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran by 
hostile countries, especially the 
Zionist regime and the US, means 
that strategy...should be revised.”

Iranian officials said they 
believed the fire was the result 
of a cyber attack, but did not cite 
any evidence.

One of the officials said the 
attack had targeted the centrifuge 
assembly building, referring to 
the delicate cylindrical machines 
that enrich uranium, and said 
Iran’s enemies had carried out 
similar acts in the past.

Two of the officials said Is-
rael could have been behind the 
Natanz incident, but offered no 
evidence.

Asked on Thursday evening 
about recent incidents reported 
at strategic Iranian sites, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu told reporters: Clearly we 
cant get into that.” The Israeli 
military and Netanyahu’s office, 
which oversees Israel’s foreign 
intelligence service Mossad, did 
not immediately respond to que-
ries on Friday.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office of the Superintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Baramulla  
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS 

E-NIT NO: 03/SE/PMGSY/Bla/e-tendering of 2020-21 dated 01-07-2020 
 

DIPK-2522/20

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Irrigation 
Division Ompora Budgam.

No:-2181-84
Date:-03-07-2020

(FINAL NOTICE)

Prime Engg.Construction (SHG) 
G/L Abdul Majeed Bhat
S/O.Ali. Mohd Bhat 
R/O.Budgam
Regd. No. 9258/Kmr of 2011. 

Subject:- construction of L/Wall on both sides of Kenz Khul u/s Head Works at village Arampora at Spots.

1. Whereas, the authority for execution of the subject work has been issued to  you vide this office allotment No:01 of 05/2020 
issued under No. 499-502 dt: 05-05-2020 but till date you have not started the work.
2. Whereas,notices were served to you to start the work but till date you have failed to start the work.
3. As per the conditions of the NIT you were supposed to complete the work within stipulated time.
4. As the work is of urgent nature and needs to be complete within the stipulated time.

Now you are given the final opportunity to start the said work within two days positively failing which the work shall be put to fresh 
tenders at your risk and cost, as this office can’t wait further in view of urgency of work.

                                                        Executive Engineer,
                DIPK-2507/20                                         Irrigation Division, 

                                                        Ompora Budgam.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of Deputy General Manager Housing Board Unit-I Srinagar
Email ID: dgmhousingunit1@gmail.com                    Contact No: (0194) 2476895

TENDER NOTICE
E-NIT No. 01 of 2020-21Dated: 01/07/2020

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Lt. Governor, J&K UTe-tenders (in two cover system) are invited on  item rate basis from approved and 
eligible Regd.Contractorsfor the below mentioned works:-
S.NO Name of the work App. Cost 

In Lacs
E. Money / Bid 
Security In Rupees

Cost of
Doc In Rupees

Time of Comple-
tion

Class of 
Contract

Authority of Approval/ 
Head of Account

1
Construction of Naib Tehsildar Office at Tral 
Pulwama.

46.50 93,000/- 1100/- 2 Working 
Seasons

“AAY” & “BEE”Revenue Sector

2 Construction of Tehsil Office at Sallar Anantnag 
Kashmir.

105.55 211100/- 2600/- 2 Working 
Seasons

AAY Revenue Sector

3
Construction of Health Sub Centre at Kareem-
abadPulwama Kashmir.

21.51 43020/- 800/- 1 Working 
Seasons

“BEE” & “CEE” Health Sector

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specification, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website https://jktenders.gov.in as per the 
scheduled date given below:-
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 01-07-2020
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 02-07-2020 06:00P.M.  Upto22-07-2020   4:00 P.M.
3 Bid Submission Start Date (online) 02-07-202006:00P.M.
4 Bid Submission End Date (online) 22-07-2020   4:00 P.M.
5 Date & Time of Opening of bids Online. 23-07-2020 at 11:00 A.M. in the office of the Deputy General Manager Housing Board Unit-I Srinagar

Note: - The CDR of Successful bidder shall be deemed to be forfeited upon failure to furnish the required additional performance security 
within fiveworking days from the date of award of contract.

1. The cost of bidding document must be credited in the following account 
through cash, RTGS/ NEFT and the proof of the same must be uploaded.
Name of the Bank: J & K Bank Ltd.  
Branch: Rawalpora branch  Account Title: DGM , J&KHB UNIT 1 
Account Type: Savings  Account No: 0361040500004285 
IFSC Code: JAKA0RAWWAL Swift Code: JAKABBINRSGR
19. The tender/bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill requirements as laid down in NIT.
20. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form)

Dated: - 01/07/2020         SD/-
Dy. General Manager,

Housing Board Unit-I,
 Srinagar.
DIPK-NB-1189/20

The purpose 
is to show an 
unambiguous signal 
to our partners and 
allies that we are 
committed to regional 
security and stability

'Hidden Language'

Hong Kongers Get Creative 
Against Security Law
Agencies

Hong Kong, China: Hong 
Kongers are finding creative 
ways to voice dissent after Bei-
jing blanketed the city in a new 
security law and police began 
arresting people displaying now 
forbidden political slogans.

Faced with the sudden 
threat of prosecution for any-
thing that might promote 
greater autonomy or indepen-
dence for the restless city, resi-

dents are using word play and 
even subverting Chinese Com-
munist Party dogma to express 
their frustration. 

On a bridge in the busy 
shopping district of Cause-
way Bay, a key spot for pro-
democracy protests over the 
past year, traffic thunders past 
newly daubed graffiti that de-
clares: "Arise, ye who refuse to 
be slaves".  The phrase is taken 
from the first line of China's 
national anthem. 

COVID-19
Indian dozes off at 
Dubai airport, misses 
repatriation flight

A 53-year-old Indian worker in 
the UAE has missed a spe-

cial repatriation flight after he 

dozed off at the Dubai International 
Airport, a media report said.

 P Shajahan, who worked as 
a storekeeper in Abu Dhabi, was 
supposed to fly to Thiruvanantha-
puram on the Emirates jumbo jet 
chartered by the Kerala Muslim 
Cultural Centre (KMCC) Dubai, 
Gulf News reported.

It was the first-ever jumbo jet 
chartered for repatriation. 

Shajahan, who had paid 1,100 
dirham (USD 300) for the ticket, said 
that he did not sleep on the previous 
night as he kept on waiting for the 
confirmation of his ticket for the 
jumbo jet flying 427 stranded Indi-
ans to Kerala, it said.
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4-Bagh-i-Islam Colony Lal Nagar, Chanapora 
Srinagar 190 015TeleFax 0194-2441899/2430899

CANCER SOCIETY
OF KASHMIR

(Auction Notice)

For & on behalf of chairman Cancer Society Of Kashmir bids in sealed covers 
duly affixed with revenue stamp worthRs, 10- along with earnest money of 
Rs, 20,000/- in cash/CDR pledged to cancer society of Kashmir are invited 
from interested persons for dismantling of existing old buildings for as is basis 
situated at 4-Bagi Islam Colony Lalnagar Chanapora.

• Bids have to be quoted for existing structures excluding machinery 
equipment’s, furniture fixture & other records etc.
• The last date of receipt of bids is fixed upto 08-07-2020 (Upto 04:00pm). 
Which shall be opened on same day at 04:30 pm.
• Interested persons/parties can visit the site during office hours on all working 
days from 10:00am to .4:00pm.
• The structures shall have to be dismantled & its material to be disposed off 
from the site within 10 days by the successful bidder.
• Earnest money in favour of unsuccessful bidders shall be refunded/released 
after finalization of bids.

Ref. No. CSK/83/2020/5426-33 
Dated: 01-JUL-2020

Website: www.cancersocietykashmir.org E-mail: cancersocietyofkashmir@gmail.com

N E W S  M A K E R s

Subject: - Auction of old buildings.

--sd--
General Secretary.

CICSE Announces Up To 
25% Reduction In Syllabus 
For 2021 Board Exams

The Council for the Indian 
School Certificate Examina-
tions (CISCE) on Friday an-
nounced a reduction of up to 

25 per cent in syllabus for classes 10 
and 12 board exams in 2021 taking 
into account the learning disruption 
due to closure of schools during the 
coronavirus-induced lockdown.

"...Schools across the country have 
been shut for the past three months 
due to the lockdown. While a num-
ber of CISCE-affiliated schools have 
tried to adapt to this changed sce-
nario and have tried to keep alive the 
teaching learning process through 
online classes, there has been a sig-
nificant shortening of the academic 
year and loss of the instructional 
hours," CICSE Chief Executive and 
Secretary Gerry Arathoon said.

"To make up for the loss in instruc-
tional hours during the current ses-
sion, the CISCE has worked with its 
subject experts, to reduce the sylla-
bus for all major subjects at the ICSE 
(Class 10) and ISC (Class 12) levels. 
Syllabus reduction has been done, 
keeping in mind the linear progres-
sion across classes while ensuring 
that the core concepts related to the 
subject are retained," he added.

Arathoon said at present the sylla-
bi has been reduced by up to 25 per 
cent, but that is subject to further 
review of the prevailing conditions 
and the council may have to reduce 
it further in case the prevailing con-

ditions don't turn conducive.
"Given the academic loss till July, 

which is around 45 days we have re-
duced the syllabus for the students 
appearing for Class 10 and 12 Boards 
up to 25 pc. However, that is subject 
to further review as from July first 
week our schools are only able to re-
sume online classes. This could have 
further adverse effects. We may even 
have to reduce the syllabi further 
and may even have to go up to 50 pc 
reduction," he said.

The board has directed its schools 
to ensure that the subject teach-
ers concerned at the ICSE and ISC 
levels transact the syllabus strictly 
according to the sequence of topics 
given in the syllabus, so as to facili-
tate further reduction in syllabus, if 

required, depending on the situation 
of the pandemic in the country.

The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) is also in the pro-
cess of reducing the syllabus and 
has sought suggestions from various 
stakeholders. However, the final syl-
labus has not been notified yet.

Universities and schools across the 
country have been closed since March 
16 when the central government an-
nounced a countrywide classroom 
shutdown as one of the measures to 
contain the COVID-19 outbreak. 

A nationwide lockdown was an-
nounced on March 24, which came 
into effect the next day. While the 
government has eased several re-
strictions, schools and colleges con-
tinue to remain closed.

PM Did Visit Hospital, Not Conference Hall, Clarifies Army
NEW DELHI: The Indian Army on 
Saturday termed as "malicious and 
unsubstantiated" criticism in some 
quarters about a medical facility 
in a military hospital in Leh where 
prime minister Narendra Modi in-
teracted with soldiers injured in the 
Galwan Valley clashes.

In a statement, the Army said, "It 
is unfortunate that aspersions are 
being cast on how our brave Armed 
Forces are treated. The armed forc-
es give the best possible treatment 
to their personnel."

Prime minister Modi made an 
unannounced visit to Ladakh on 
Friday, signalling India's firmness 
in dealing with the border row with 
China in several areas of the region.

Modi also interacted with the 

soldiers who are undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital, and told them 
that their bravery will be a source of 
inspiration for times to come.

Following release of photographs 
of Modi's interaction with the in-
jured soldiers, there were com-
ments on Twitter that the facility 
did not look like a hospital as there 
were no medicine cabinet, IV (intra-
venous) stand, and other medical 
equipment.

"There have been malicious and 
unsubstantiated accusations in 
some quarters regarding the status 
of the facility visited by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi during his visit 
to the General Hospital at Leh on 
July 3," the Army said.

The Army further said: "It is clari-
fied that the said facility is part of 
the crisis expansion capacity of 100 
beds and is very much part of the 
General Hospital complex."

It said the COVID-19 protocol had 
necessitated some wards of the 
hospital to be converted into isola-
tion facilities.

"Hence, this hall which otherwise 
was normally used as a Training Au-
dio Video Hall was converted into a 
ward ever since the hospital was 

also designated as COVID-19 treat-
ment hospital," it said.

The Army said the "injured braves 
have been kept there since their ar-
rival from Galwan to ensure quar-
antine from COVID areas. The Chief 
of Army Staff General M M Nara-
vane and the Army Commander 
have also visited the injured braves 
in the same location."

The Indian and Chinese armies 
are locked in a bitter standoff in 
multiple locations in eastern Lada-
kh for the last seven weeks.

The tension escalated manifold 
after 20 Indian soldiers were killed 
in a violent clash in Galwan Valley 
on June 15. The Chinese side also 
suffered casualties but it is yet to 
give out the details.

Follow ‘Raj Dharma’, Tell 
People About Reality 
Of Chinese Incursions: 
Congress To PM
NEW DELHI:  A day after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited Leh and ad-
dressed frontline soldiers, 
the Congress on Saturday 
said the time has come for 
him to follow his “raj dhar-
ma” and tell the people of 
the country about the reality 
of Chinese “incursions”.

Addressing a virtual press 
meet, Congress leader Kapil 
Sibal used satellite images of 
Ladakh’s Pangong Tso from 
May and June to show Chi-
nese structures in the area and 
asked the prime minister to at 
least speak the truth about it.

He also asked Modi to stop 
doing the politics of “illusion 
and delusion” and showing 
“red eyes” to China, and pro-
tect Indian territory.

“The times warrant India 
to look eye-to-eye at China 
and unequivocally tell them 
to retreat from their illegal 
and brazen occupation of 
Indian territory. Mr Prime 
Minister, this is the only ‘raj 
dharma’ that you must fol-
low,” Sibal said.

Posing a set of five ques-
tions to the prime minister, 
he asked Modi to say whether 
the actual picture of “Chinese 

occupation of our territory” 
up to the “Finger 4 Ridge” in 
the Pangong Tso area depicts 
the truth on the ground.

“They say ‘pictures do not 
lie’. Will the prime minister 
now tell the nation—is this 
Indian territory on which 
radars, helipad and other 
structures have been built 
by the Chinese in a brazen 
act of transgression?

“Have the Chinese occu-
pied our territory in Galwan 
Valley, including ‘Patrol Point 
14’, where our 20 jawans of 
the 16 Bihar Regiment made 

the supreme sacrifice? Has 
China also occupied Indian 
territory in Hot Springs?” the 
Congress leader asked.

“Has China occupied our 
territory up to ‘Y-Junction’ 
(18 kms inside the LAC) in 
the Depsang plains, threat-
ening India’s strategic DBO 
airstrip, which is the lifeline 
for our military supplies 
to the Siachen glacier and 
Karakoram pass?” he asked.

Editors Delegation Calls 
On Advisor Farooq Khan

SRINAGAR: A deputation of 
editors of Kashmir based 
newspapers today called 
on the Advisor to Lieuten-
ant Governor, Farooq Khan 
here and projected several 
demands before the Advisor.

The five-member deputa-
tion led by Editor-in-Chief of 
Kashmir News Service, Mo-
hammad Aslam including, 
Manzoor Anjum, Tahir Mo-
hudin, Rashid Rahil and Far-
zana Mumtaz apprised the 
Advisor of various issues re-
garding the welfare of editors 
of the Valley newspapers.

The deputation discussed 
streamlining of advertise-
ment, media policy and oth-
er issues with the Advisor.

The Advisor gave a patient 
hearing to the visiting depu-
tation and assured them 
that all their genuine issues 
would be taken up with the 
appropriate quarters for re-
dressal.

Meanwhile, several other 
deputations and individuals 
also met the Advisor and ap-
prised him of their issues.

A deputation of Panches 
and Sarpanches led by Chair-
man Block Development Pul-
wama, Omar Jaan apprised 
the Advisor of the develop-
mental issues related to the 
panchayats of the area. Saqib 
Yousuf, Chief Area Manager 
Northern Railways Kashmir 
also met Advisor Khan.

IUST Holds 10Th Meeting 
Of The Executive Council
AWANTIPORA: 10th Meet-
ing of Executive Council of 
Islamic University of Science 
& Technology (IUST) was 
held today at IUST Campus, 
Awantipora. The meeting 
was chaired by Vice Chan-
cellor IUST, Prof. Mushtaq A. 
Siddiqi. Prof. Talat Ahmad, 
Vice Chancellor University 
of Kashmir, Prof. A. H Moon-
Dean School of Engineering 
and Technology IUST, Prof. 
Mehmooda Regu-Principal 
Nursing College IUST and 
Mr. Reyaz Rufai-Registrar 
IUST attended the meeting. 
Besides, Prof. A. S. Bhat-
Dean School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Prof. G. 
M. Rather-Dean School of 
Sciences IUST, Prof. Fozia S. 
Qazi-Director DIQA IUST, Dr. 
Mohammad Amin Bhat-I/C 
Controller of Examinations 
IUST and Mr. Sameer Wazir-
Finance Officer IUST attend-
ed the meeting as Special In-
vitees while Dr. Anisa Jan-I/C 
Dean of Students IUST also 
attended the said meeting  
as Observer.

The proceedings began 
with University Tarana. Prof. 
Siddiqi while welcoming the 
members informed them 
about the progress made by 
the University on the aca-

demic as well as on the in-
frastructural front through a 
PowerPoint presentation. He 
gave a detailed account of 
the academic and other al-
lied achievements made by 
the University. 

After briefing the mem-
bers about the University 
and its functioning, the 
agenda items were dis-
cussed and some important 
decisions were taken. The 
members placed on record 
their appreciation for the 
efforts and contribution 
of Vice Chancellor and en-
tire IUST fraternity for the 
growth and development 
of the University.  With the 
development of state-of-
the-art infrastructure, in-
troduction of new academic 
programmes, strengthening 
of research and establish-
ing linkages with national 
and international institutes, 
the University has carved a 
niche for itself on the Aca-
demic horizon at local and 
National level in a short span 
of time. The members while 
lauding the growth of the 
University expressed hope 
that the University shall 
continue to grow in future 
as well. The meeting ended 
with thanks to the chair.

Gold Wroth Rs 15.67 Cr 
Seized From Passengers 
Arriving From S Arabia, 
UAE At Jaipur Airport

JAIPUR: Nearly 32 kg of 
gold worth over Rs 15 crore 
was seized from 14 passen-
gers who arrived here in 
two chartered flights from 
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, 
officials said on Saturday. 
"The gold bars/bricks were 
concealed in baggage and 
were recovered by a cus-
toms department team at 
the Sanganer airport on 
Friday," a press release is-

sued here said.
Eleven passengers from 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, were 
carrying gold bars weighing 
22.65 kg, while three passen-
gers from the UAE had 9.3 kg 
gold with them, it said.

The total value of the gold 
is Rs 15.67 crore, the release 
said, adding the gold has 
been seized under the Cus-
toms Act and the passengers 
are being interrogated. PTI

Nagaland Bans Sale, Consumption Of Dog Meat

The Nagaland government on 
Friday banned the sale and 
consumption of dog meat, in 

a significant decision amid con-
cerns over cruelty to animals.

The decision to ban com-
mercial import and trading 
of dogs, and sale of dog meat, 
both cooked and raw, was tak-
en during a state cabinet meet-
ing, said state Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Neiba Kronu.

Considering the dangers 
of importing dogs from other 
states for consumption and also 
in line with the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, the 
state cabinet took the decision, 
Kronu, who is the spokesperson 
of the government, said. The 
government also decided to ban 

commercial import and trading 
of pigs with immediate effect, 
he said. The state already banned 
the import of pigs following the 
outbreak of swine fever in the re-
gion and the cabinet gave approval 
to it in the meeting, he said.

"The state government has 

decided to ban commercial 
import and trading of dogs and 
dog markets and also the sale 
of dog meat, both cooked and 
uncooked. Appreciate the wise 
decision taken by the state's 
cabinet," Chief Secretary Tem-
jen Toy said in a tweet.

IIT Roorkee Develops Technology For 
Smooth Driving In Foggy Weather
DEHRADUN: The Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, 
has developed a system to facilitate smooth driving and 
minimise accidents in foggy weather conditions. A team 
of researchers at the premier institute has developed 
an efficient architecture and algorithm to enable better 
driving experience in low visibility conditions, said an 
IIT-Roorkee press release. Hundreds of road accidents 
are caused due to fog every year. The research has been 
published in the journal IEEE (Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers) Transactions on Intelligent Trans-
portation Systems. "The objective of this research was to 
design a system for real-time defogging that produces a 
clear image stream from the input foggy frames," said 
Brajesh Kumar Kaushik, one of the researchers. "The 
collision of vehicles due to poor visibility caused by fog 
leads to numerous fatalities annually. This advanced de-
fogging system will aid drivers by providing real-time 
information and minimise the risks of road and train 
mishaps due to fog," said Ajit Kumar Chaturvedi, Direc-
tor, IIT, Roorkee. PTI

A CHILD RIDES A BYCICLE in the interior of Dal Lake on Saturday. Pic Abid Bhat


