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A Year-Long Agonised Wait That Ended With An Unheeded Appeal
Auqib Javeed

SRINAGAR: At around 5 on the 
morning of June 21, Farooq Ahmad 
Langoo woke up to the call he was 
expecting for a year now. His pulse 
shot up, as he stared at his phone 
screen flashing a known number.

Is it finally about him, he thought, 
before anxiously answering the call.

“Come to the station immediate-
ly along with your wife,” the caller, 
a cop from a local police station in 
Qamarwari, made it curt.

As soon as he hung up, the couple 
cried, knowing the possible fate of 
their son who had suddenly left 
home a year back without giving 
them any whiff of his intentions.

Since then, the couple who aged 
swiftly in one last year dusted miles 

to bring their insurgent son back 
home, but nothing helped.

But now, the cop caller informed 
them that their son might be one of 
the militants trapped inside a resi-
dential house at Zoonimar, Srinagar.

“Zane dich mae dilan gawahi (As 
if my heart confirmed it),” Langoo 
told Kashmir Observer, two days af-
ter his son was killed in an encoun-
ter with armed forces, along with 
his two associates.

The state intelligence grid had 
traced Farooq’s insurgent son in a 
residential house on the evening of 
June 20.

Shakoor Farooq, 18, was accom-
panied by Shahid Ahmad Bhat of 
Semthan Bijbehara and Mohsin 
Aslam of Anchar Soura, Srinagar.

Along with his wailing wife and 

grief-stricken elder brother, anx-
ious Farooq reached the police sta-
tion—where an armoured vehicle 

was waiting for them. They were to 
be ferried to the soon-to-be explo-
sive site.

Driven in the wee hours towards 
the sieged site on the deserted 
streets of Srinagar, the couple held 
hands throughout that short tor-
menting journey from Qamarwari 
to Zonimar. They were beseeching 
Almighty for their son’s safety.

By the time the vehicle came to a 
halt, the parents stepped out on the 
street filled with a battery of coun-
terinsurgents.

They were soon asked to try to 
save their son’s life one last time.

Sobbing, the parents shortly 
raised a heartbreaking cry, which 
resounded in the sieged neighbour-
hood nestled on the banks of Kush-
alsar wetland.

“We took desperate turns to 
plead with our son to drop the 
weapon and surrender but there 

was no response,” Farooq said.
The helpless parents were re-

peatedly breaking down, with their 
throats turning parched with each 
unheeded appeal. But for the sake 
of their son, they kept trying.

In Kashmir’s strife-torn land-
scape, parents exhorting their in-
surgent sons to drop weapon and 
surrender is nothing new. Such ap-
peals have become one last ditch-
effort to save the lives of the armed 
Kashmiris. But mostly, they go un-
noticed.

A year ago
It was a routine sunny day of June 

2019 when Farooq’s son suddenly 
left home. After failing to find him, 
the family filed a missing report 
with police. A search spanning over 
a month ended when the father was 

called by cops and shown a picture.
“I fell on the floor seeing my son 

brandishing a pistol in the photo,” 
Farooq recalled. “I was told he has 
become a militant.”

Later he would drag his feet from 
the police station and took what 
he recalled the long, arduous walk 
back home, where he first broke 
down, before informing his wife 
about their son’s insurgent path.

After wailing, came the haunting 
realization making the parents of 
insurgents mentally prepare for the 
day when they receive the final call.

But one question was still unan-
swered: What pushed their 2002-
born son to an extreme path?

“I don’t know why he decided to 
pick up the gun,” the father said. “It 
was his decision.” PAGE 02
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ACB Files Charges 
Against Patwari

Man Killed As Car 
Falls Into Gorge

CRPF Officer Dies Of 
Brain Hemorrhage

Police Vehicle Turns 
Turtle, Driver Injured

4 Police Officers 
Transferred

4 Militant Associates 
Held: Police

Jammu: The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) has filed a charge 
sheet against a revenue official 
in a two-year-old graft case in 
Kathua district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, an agency spokesman 
said on Wednesday. The charge 
sheet was filed in the court of 
Additional Sessions Judge, Anti-
Corruption, Kathua, against the 
then Patwari, HalqaKhokhyal, 
Nazakat Ali, who was allegedly 
caught red-handed while accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 4,000 P-02

Banihal: A man was killed on 
Wednesday when his car skid-
ded off the road and plunged 
into a deep gorge along the 
Jammu-Srinagar national 
highway in Ramban district of 
Jammu and Kashmir, police said. 
Kehar Singh, a resident of Di-
giana in Jammu, was on his way 
to Srinagar when the accident 
took place near the KelaMorh 
in the early hours of the day, a 
police official said. P-02

Srinagar: A Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) officer on 
Wednesday died of brain hemor-
rhage at the SKIMS Soura here
ASI GD Sanatan Singh of West 
Bengal died at SKIMS here, two 
days after he suffered a brain 
hemorrhage, reports said. The 
officer was posted in Qazi-
gund area of south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district. The deceased 
is said to be a native of West 
Bengal. (KINS)

Baramulla: A police driver was 
injured after the vehicle he 
was driving turned turtle at 
WanporaPanzalla area of North 
Kashmir’s Baramulla district.
Abullet proof Rakshak vehicle of 
police station Panzalla turned 
turtle causing injuries to the 
police driver, reports said. The 
police driver identified as Javaid 
Ahmed Ganaie was shifted to 
Sub-District Hospital Rohama 
for treatment. P-02

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Wednesday 
ordered transfer of four police 
officers in the interest of 
administration. According to 
an order, Sheikh JunaidMehm-
ood (JKPS), SSP, CID (Hqrs.), 
J&K, has been transferred and 
posted as SSP, APCR, Kashmir, 
vice Altaf Ahmad Khan.
Altaf Ahmad Khan (JKPS), 
SSP, APCR, Kashmir, has been 
transferred and posted as SSP, 
CID (CI), Kashmir, vice P-02 

Srinagar: Police on Wednesday 
claimed to have arrested four 
militant associates of Lashkar-e-
Taiba involved in a grenade attack 
on a police post in Sopore town of 
Baramulla district. The arrested 
have been identified as Irfan 
Ahmed Mir, Irfan Ahmed Khan, 
QaiserRehman Khan and Suhail 
Ahmed Ganie, a police spokesper-
son said. "During the course of 
investigation, it was revealed that 
they were involved in... lobbing a 
grenade at Putkha police P-02 

J&J Fined $ 2.1bn 
For Cancer-Causing 
Powder
WASHINGTON: A United States 
court has upheld a verdict that 
talcum powder sold by Johnson & 
Johnson caused ovarian cancer and 
ordered the pharmaceutical giant 
to pay $2.1 billion in damages.

The decision by the Missouri 
Court of Appeals cut by more than 
half the $4.4bn a jury had award-
ed 22 people in 2018. The court 
agreed that some of the plaintiffs 
should not have been included in 
the case as they were from out-
side the state.

But the Tuesday decision up-
held the awarding of damages for 
the company “knowingly selling 
products that contained asbestos 
to consumers".

“Because defendants are large, 
multi-billion-dollar corpora-
tions, we believe a large amount 
of punitive damages is necessary 
to have an effect in this case,” the 
judgement said. 

“It is impossible to place mone-
tary value on the physical, mental 
and emotional anguish plaintiffs 
suffered because of their injury 
caused by defendants.”

A spokeswoman for J&J said the 
company would appeal the decision 
in the Supreme Court of PAGE 02

India Plotting Attack 
On Pakistan To Divert 
Attention: Qureshi

Press Trust Of India

ISLAMABAD: A day after Pakistan 
was asked to reduce its staff at its 
High Commission in New Delhi 
by half, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi on Wednes-
day accused India of plotting an 
attack on his country to divert its 
Opposition's attention from its 
border dispute with China.

Speaking to Geo Pakistan, 
Qureshi said, "India's mood is clear 
[for all to see] as it wants to divert 
attention from its border dispute 

with China to Pakistan."
He claimed that India was find-

ing excuses to launch a 'false flag 
operation' against Pakistan. But 
he did not elaborate or give any 
evidence.

"The Opposition in India is 
raising questions that their gov-
ernment can't answer," he said, 
referring to the criticism being 
faced by the Modi government re-
garding its response to the border 
dispute with China in the Galwan 
Valley in which 20 Indian soldiers 
were killed. PAGE 02

Srinagar Woman Dies Of 
Covid-19, J&K Toll Reaches 88

Covid Burial, Cremation 
Grounds In All Districts: Govt

J&K Govt Reconstitutes PSC
DG Prosecution A Mujtaba Among 6 New Appointees

Haj-2020 Aspirants 
To Get Refund

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Haj Committee on Wednes-
day announced to refund the 
amount deposited by aspirants to 
undertake Haj pilgrimage to Saudi 
Arabia.

In a statement issued here, an 
official spokesperson said that 
the payment deposited by the 
selected Haj Pilgrims shall be re-
funded to them through Direct 
Transfer mechanism without any 
deduction and shall be deposited 
in their bank accounts furnished 
by the concerned pilgrims at the 
time of submission of Haj applica-
tion forms for Haj 2020.

“In case of any change P-02

Observer News Service

SRINAGAR- A 48-year-old Co-
vid-19 positive woman from Sri-
nagar died at a hospital here on 
Wednesday, taking the number 
of the fatalities due to the dis-
ease in Jammu and Kashmir to 
88, officials said.

The woman, a resident of 
Barzulla area of the city, passed 
away at SKIMS Soura Hospital at 
around 5:19 am, the officials said.

The patient was admitted in 
the infectious disease block of the 
hospital as a case of chronic my-
eloid leukemia with bone mar-
row transplant and fungal pneu-
monia, they said.

The cause of death was ar-

rhythmia with cardiopulmonary 
arrest, they added.

With this death, the number 
of COVID-19 related fatalities in 
Jammu and Kashmir has risen to 
88— 78 in Valley and 10 in Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, with 21 deaths tops 

the list of Covid-19 fatalities fol-
lowed by 14 in Baramulla, 11 in 
Kulgam, 10 in Shopian, seven in 
Jammu, six each in Budgam & 
Anantnag, five in Kupwara, four 
in Pulwama and one each in Ban-
dipora, Udhampur, Doda and Ra-
jouri districts.

China Ramps Up Military 
Presence In Ladakh

Press Trust Of India

New Delhi: China has signifi-
cantly ramped up its military 
presence in Pangong Tso, Gal-
wan valley and several other 
friction points in eastern La-
dakh even as it is engaged in 
military and diplomatic talks 
with India to ease tension in the 
region, people familiar with the 
development said.

They said Chinese military has 
also deployed a sizeable number 
of its troops in Galwan Valley, the 
site of the violent clashes on June 
15 that left 20 Indian soldiers dead.

The erection of a surveillance 
post by China in the area had trig-
gered the clashes. However, Chi-
nese troops have again put up some 
structure around patrolling point 
14 in the area, notwithstanding In-
dia's stiff opposition, they said.

Over the last few days, China 
has been laying claim over Gal-
wan Valley though India called it 
"untenable".

Besides Pangong Tso and 
Galwan Valley, the two armies 
are also locked in a standoff in 
Demchok, Gogra Hot Spring and 
Daulat Beg Oldie in eastern Lada-
kh. A sizeable number of Chinese 
Army personnel transgressed 
into the Indian side of the LAC.

China has also increased the 
number of troops and weap-
onry in several other key sectors 
along the Line of Actual Control 
in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and 

Uttarakhand, the people cited 
above said.

The increase in military build-
up by China along the LAC, the 
de-facto border between the two 
countries, came amid bilateral 
diplomatic and military talks.

Senior military commanders of 
the two armies on Monday held 
a nearly 11-hour meeting during 
which they arrived at a "mutual 
consensus" to "disengage" from 
all the friction points in PAGE 02

Army Chief Visits Forward Areas, 
Reviews Operational Readiness

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI-  Army Chief Gen M 
M Naravane on Wednesday visit-
ed various forward areas in east-
ern Ladakh and awarded 'Com-
mendation Cards' to a number 
of soldiers for displaying exem-
plary grit and courage in dealing 
with recent face-offs with Chi-
nese army, official sources said.

On the second day of his visit 
to Ladakh, Gen Naravane took 
stock of the Army's combat pre-
paredness in four forward areas 

and interacted with soldiers 
deployed there besides hold-
ing detailed deliberations with 
ground commanders.

The Indian and Chinese armies 
were involved in a violent clash in 
Galwan Valley on June 15 in which 
20 Indian soldiers were PAGE 02 

LADAKH STAND-OFF

Peaceful Border In 
Interest Of Both Countries: China 

Asserting that China and India are "important neighbours 
to each other", Chinese foreign ministry on Wednesday 
said maintaining peace and tranquility along the Sino-

India border is in the common interests of both the parties 
and requires joint efforts. In separate statements, the Chinese 
foreign and the defence ministries, however, repeated P-02

11 Cops, 4 Paramilitary 
Men Among 186 Test Positive 

Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday reported 184 fresh 
cases of novel coronavirus, including 11 cops and four 
paramilitary personnel, taking the overall number of posi-

tive cases in the Union Territory to 6422.
“186 new Covid-19 cases were detected in J&K. While 158 of 
them are from Kashmir, 28 are from Jammu,” the officials said.
Among fresh cases, 37 cases were reported from P-02

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration on Wednesday 
reconstituted the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) by appointing six 
members, including an IPS officer.

The Lieutenant Governor Girish 
Chandra Murmu today ordered 
appointment of S. Ahfad-ul-Mu-
jtaba (Director General, Prosecu-
tion), Syed Iqbal Aga (retired de-
velopment commissioner Works), 
Subash Gupta (retired District and 
Sessions Judge), Des Raj (Chief 
Engineer Public Works(R&B 
Jammu), Sameer Bharat i(retired 
IFS officer) and Showkat Ah-
mad Zargar( retired), Associate 
Professor(Mathematics), Higher 
Education Department) as mem-
bers of the Public Service Com-
mission for the Union territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir, an official 
spokesperson said.

The order added that all the new 
shall hold the position in PSC till at-

taining the age of sixty two years. 
“Their appointment shall take 

effect from the date they assume 
the office,” the official spokesper-
son added.

A 1984 batch Jammu & Kash-
mir Police Service officer, Mujtaba 
has served in key positions and 
played a vital role in maintaining 
police –public relations during his 
service career of 36 years. Before 
his promotion as SP, he has served 
as deputy superintendent of Police 
and Sub- Divisional Police Officer 
in Poonch, Akhnoor, Kishtwar and 
other areas of Jammu & Kashmir.

He has served as district PAGE 02 

Observer News Service

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Wednesday said 
that every district will have a dedi-
cated burial and cremation ground 
to ensure any untoward incident 
during the last rites.

According to an official spokes-
person, Chief Secretary, B V R Sub-
rahmanyam in a meeting today 
asked Deputy Commissioners to 
notify cemetery/ cremation grounds 
exclusively for COVID victims so as 
to prevent any untoward incidence 
regarding their last rituals.

He also directed Divisional Com-
missioners, Jammu and Kashmir 
to undertake quality audits of ad-
ministrative quarantine centres in 
respective provinces and suggest 

measures for improvement.
Subrahmanyam, according to 

the official spokesperson also di-
rected Deputy Commissioners to 
adopt liberal release policy at ad-
ministrative quarantine centres. 
He added that if the quarantined 

persons test negative, as per exist-
ing Standard Operating Procedure, 
they can be sent to ‘home quaran-
tine’ immediately.

Regarding exit policy for de-notifi-
cation of red/ containment zones, the 
Chief Secretary instructed PAGE 02

Farooq Ahmad Langoo with his wife at Zonimar encounter site. Photo by AbidBhat
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BESIDES PANGONG TSO AND GALWAN VALLEY, THE two 
armies are also locked in a standoff in Demchok, Gogra Hot Spring and Daulat 
Beg Oldie in eastern Ladakh. A sizeable number of Chinese Army personnel 

transgressed into the Indian side of the LAC.



Thursday | 25-06-2020 02From Front page...

China Ramps Up Military...
eastern Ladakh in a gradual manner.
The two sides on Wednesday held diplomatic talks under the 
framework of Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordi-
nation on India-China Border Affairs.
In the meeting, both sides agreed to ensure expeditious imple-
mentation of the understanding on disengagement of troops 
from eastern Ladakh as decided in a meeting of senior military 
commanders on June 6, the Ministry of External Affairs said.
In the midst of fast-paced developments, Army Chief Gen M M 
Naravane on Wednesday visited various forward areas in eastern 
Ladakh and reviewed the Army's operational preparedness.
On the second day of his visit to Ladakh, Gen Naravane took stock 
of the Army's combat preparedness in four forward areas and 
interacted with soldiers deployed there besides holding detailed 
deliberations with ground commanders.
The Army Chief reviewed the overall security situation in the re-
gion with Northern Army Commander Lt Gen Yogesh Kumar Joshi, 
commander of the 14 Corps Lt Gen Harinder Singh and other se-
nior Army officials on both Tuesday and Wednesday, sources said.
The Chief of Army Staff is expected to return to the national capi-
tal on Thursday.
"General M M Naravane #COAS visited forward areas in Eastern 
#Ladakh and reviewed the operational situation on the ground. 
#COAS commended the troops for their high morale and ex-
horted them to continue working with zeal and enthusiasm," the 
Army said in a tweet.
The sources said India is also bolstering its military presence 
along the 3,500 km LAC with China.
On Sunday, the government gave the armed forces "full freedom" 
to give a "befitting" response to any Chinese misadventure along 
the LAC.
The Army has already sent thousands of additional troops to for-
ward locations along the border in the last one week.
The IAF has also moved a significant number of its frontline Suk-
hoi 30 MKI, Jaguar, Mirage 2000 aircraft and Apache attack heli-
copters to several key air bases including Leh and Srinagar follow-
ing the clashes.
The situation in eastern Ladakh deteriorated after around 250 
Chinese and Indian soldiers were engaged in a violent face-off on 
May 5 and 6. The incident in Pangong Tso was followed by a simi-
lar incident in north Sikkim on May 9.
Prior to the clashes, both sides had been asserting that pending 
the final resolution of the boundary issue, it was necessary to 
maintain peace and tranquillity in the border areas.

Army Chief Visits Forward...
killed and around 76 others were injured. China has not yet re-
vealed about casualties suffered by the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA).
The Army Chief's visit to the region came in the midst of China 
rapidly increasing number of troops and weaponry along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC) in the eastern Ladakh region including in 
Pangong Tso, Galwan Valley and Gogra Hot Spring.
The sources said Gen Naravane awarded 'Commendation Cards' 
to five Army personnel who fought valiantly during the recent 
face-offs with Chinese army in the region.
The Army Chief reviewed the overall security situation in the 
region with Northern Army Commander Lt Gen Yogesh Kumar 
Joshi, commander of the 14 Corps Lt Gen Harinder Singh and 
other senior Army officials on both Tuesday and Wednesday, they 
said.
"General M M Naravane #COAS visited forward areas in East-
ern #Ladakh and reviewed operational situation on the ground. 
#COAS commended the troops for their high morale and ex-
horted them to continue working with zeal and enthusiasm," the 
Army said in a tweet.
Soon after arriving in Leh on Tuesday, Gen Naravane visited an 
Army hospital where 18 soldiers injured in the clash in Galwan 
Valley are undergoing treatment.
When asked about awarding of "Commendation Cards" by Gen 
Naravane to a number of soldiers, an Army source said "whenever 
the Chief of the Army Staff visits formations or units, it is a norm 
to award Commendation Cards to personnel who exhibit excep-
tional devotion to duty."
"In the instant case also, personnel have been awarded for devo-
tion to duty," the source said. It is learnt that soldiers who have 
been awarded the "Commendation Cards" fought valiantly in the 
Galwan Valley clash.
The Leh-based 14 Corps is tasked with taking care of security situ-
ation along the LAC in the Ladakh region.
On Monday, Lt Gen Singh held a nearly 11-hour meeting with 
Commander of the Tibet Military District Maj Gen Liu Lin.
In the meeting, the two sides arrived at a "mutual consensus" to 
"disengage" from all the friction points in eastern Ladakh.
The first round of the Lt Gen talks were held on June 6 during 
which both sides finalised an agreement to disengage gradually 
from all the standoff points beginning with Galwan Valley.
However, the situation along the border deteriorated following 
the Galwan Valley clashes on June 15 as the two sides significant-
ly bolstered their deployments in most areas along the 3,500-km 
de-facto border.
It is learnt that China has significantly increased number of troops 
in several other sectors along the LAC including in Sikkim, Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh.
On Sunday, the government gave the armed forces "full freedom" 
to give a "befitting" response to any Chinese misadventure along 
the LAC.
The Army has already sent thousands of additional troops to for-
ward locations along the border in the last one week.
The IAF has also moved a sizeable number of its frontline Sukhoi 
30 MKI, Jaguar, Mirage 2000 aircraft and Apache attack helicop-

ters to several key air bases including Leh and Srinagar following 
the clashes.
The situation in eastern Ladakh deteriorated after around 250 
Chinese and Indian soldiers were engaged in a violent face-off on 
May 5 and 6. The incident in Pangong Tso was followed by a simi-
lar incident in north Sikkim on May 9.
Prior to the clashes, both sides had been asserting that pending 
the final resolution of the boundary issue, it was necessary to 
maintain peace and tranquillity in the border areas.

Peaceful Border In Interest...
Beijing's stand that India was responsible for the June 15 violent 
face-off in eastern Ladakh.
Defence Ministry Spokesman Col Wu Qian said the two defence 
ministers are negotiating on the phone. "The two sides held a 
second military-level meeting on June 22 to exchange in-depth 
views on controlling tensions and maintaining peace and stability 
in the border areas," he said.
Noting that China and India are important neighbours to each 
other, Wu said that maintaining peace and tranquility in the bor-
der area is in the common interests of both parties and requires 
the joint efforts of both parties.
"We hope that India and China will meet each other, effectively 
implement the important consensus between the leaders of the 
two countries, strictly abide by the agreement reached by the two 
parties, and continue to properly resolve relevant issues through 
dialogue and negotiation at all levels. We will make joint efforts 
to ease the situation in the border areas and maintain peace and 
stability in the border areas, he added.
Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said the foreign minis-
ters of the two sides during their telephone talk on June 17 agreed 
to deal with this serious matter in a just way.
"The two sides will stick to the Commander level meeting con-
sensus and cool down the situations soon as possible. The two 
sides will also maintain peace and tranquility of the border areas, 
in accordance with the agreement reached so far," he said.
Zhao also said that a second round of Commander level meeting 
was held on June 22 and 23 during which the two sides agreed to 
take measures to de-escalate the situation and jointly promote 
peace and tranquility.
The talks were held in the midst of escalating tension between 
the two countries following the violent clashes in Galwan Valley 
on June 15 that left 20 Indian Army personnel dead, significantly 
escalating the already volatile situation in the region.
Zhao again accused India of "provoking" a border clash, saying the 
onus is not on China's part.
This risky behaviour by the Indian side greatly violated the agree-
ment between the two countries and the basic norms guiding 
international relations. It's very serious, with very severe conse-
quences, he said.
Asked why after a positive meeting between the Commanders of 
the two armed forces, he is repeating the allegations, Zhao said, 
what I have just said is meant to clarify the whole situation, tell 
the truth to everyone. We made this statement because the MEA 
in India and also Indian media have made some false reports.
The Indian and Chinese armies are engaged in the standoff in Pan-
gong Tso, Galwan Valley, Demchok and Daulat Beg Oldie in east-
ern Ladakh. A sizable number of Chinese Army personnel even 
transgressed into the Indian side of the de-facto border in several 
areas including Pangong Tso.
The Indian Army has been fiercely objecting to the transgressions, 
and demanded their immediate withdrawal for restoration of 
peace and tranquillity in the area. Both sides held a series of talks 
in the last few days to resolve the border row.

J&J Fined $2.1bn For ...
Missouri, according to the Wall Street Journal.
J&J has faced thousands of lawsuits across the US alleging it failed 
to warn consumers of the risk of cancer from asbestos in its talc-
based products.
In 2019, a California jury became the latest to award millions in 
damages to a plaintiff who said the company's baby powder had 
given her terminal cancer.
Last month, the firm announced it was discontinuing production 
of its talc-based baby powder in the US and Canada, in part due to 
the “constant barrage of litigation advertising” over the product.
It will continue to sell the product in the rest of the world, it 
added.

India Plotting Attack On...
Qureshi warned India to refrain from launching any attacks on 
his country, saying Pakistan would respond with full force if New 
Delhi embarks on any misadventure."
Stating that India had levelled baseless allegations against Paki-
stani diplomats of spying in New Delhi, Qureshi alleged that the 
Pakistani staff was harassed in India and their cars were followed 
by authorities.
He said that Pakistan had not only condemned the allegations but 
also rejected them.
He said that the Indian Charge d' Affaires in Islamabad was sum-
moned on Tuesday and told that the same treatment would be 
meted out to the Indian staff.
"We told him [Indian Charg d' Affaires] that because of this uni-
lateral policy, you also wrap up and slash your [diplomatic staff] 
presence by 50 per cent," Qureshi said.
On Tuesday, India had told Pakistan to slash its embassy staff in 
New Delhi by half saying it would do the same in Islamabad.
"The behaviour of Pakistan and its officials is not in conformity 
with the Vienna Convention and bilateral agreements on the 
treatment of diplomatic and consular officials," the External Af-

fairs Ministry said in a statement.
"On the contrary, it is an intrinsic element of a larger policy of 
supporting cross-border violence and terrorism. Therefore, the 
Government of India has taken the decision to reduce the staff 
strength in the Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi by 50%," 
the MEA said.
The already fractious relationship between the two nations 
strained further after India expelled two Pakistan embassy offi-
cials for spying in late May.
India also accused Islamabad of torturing two Indian diplomats 
arrested in an alleged hit-and-run incident in Islamabad.
Islamabad police later said both Indian High Commission officials 
were released due to their diplomatic immunity and had been 
handed over in the presence of Pakistani ministry's officials.
India's expulsion of the two Pakistani officials and subsequent 
harassment of Indian High Commission staffers in Islamabad by 
Pakistani agencies came in the midst of frayed ties between the 
two countries over the reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir by 
India.
Top Pakistani leaders, including Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
have been raising the issue of India planning to attack the coun-
try again after the Indian Air Force jets bombed a terror training 
camp in Balakot in February.
The ties between India and Pakistan further nose-dived following 
the abrogation of article 370 in August that revoked the special 
status of Jammu and Kashmir. The move angered Pakistan, which 
downgraded diplomatic ties with India and expelled the Indian 
High Commissioner.

11 Cops, 4 Paramilitary Men.. 
Baramulla followed by 35 from Shopian, 29 from Srinagar, 22 from 
Kupwara, 19 from Pulwama, eight each from Anantnag & Rajouri, 
seven from Jammu, four from Samba, three each from Ganderbal 
& Udhampur,  two each from Bandipora, Kathua & Poonch  and 
one each from  Budgam, Doda & Reasi, they said.
The four paramilitary men tested positive for coronavirus are 
from CRPF and BSF. While the reports of three CRPF men from 
44 battalion at HMT came out positive, a BSF personal posted in 
Trehgam was confirmed Covid-19 positive by the officials at the 
CD hospital here.
Besides it, eleven policemen tested positive for coronavirus, in-
cluding four each from district police lines (DPL) Awantipora and 
Shopian, two from DPL Pulwama and one from Ganderbal.
The officials said that 176 more patients recovered and were dis-
charged from different hospitals.
The number of confirmed cases has now reached 6,422 out of 
which 4,998 are in Kashmir, while 1,424 are in Jammu, the of-
ficials said.
There are 2,516 active cases of the coronavirus disease in J&K — 
2,020 in Kashmir and 496 in Jammu — and 3,818 (2,900 from 
Kashmir and 918 from Jammu) patients have recovered, accord-
ing to officials.
The J&K has witnessed 88 Covid-19 (78 from Kashmir, 10 from 
Jammu) deaths so far.

J&K Govt Reconstitutes PSC
police chief of Srinagar, Ganderbal, Budgam , Ganderbal and Ra-
jouri, considered very districts. Mujataba also served as deputy 
inspector of Central Kashmir range spread over sensitive districts 
of Srinagar, Ganderbal and Budgam. After his elevation as IGP, he 
held vital positions of IGP Crime, Managing Director Police Hous-
ing Corporation and Director General ,Prosecution.
A resident of Hawal Srinagar, Syed Iqbal Aga retired as develop-
ment commissioner, Works on January 31, 2020. After appointed 
as junior engineer in Roads & Buildings Department in 1984, Aga 
held different positions before being appointed as Chief Engineer.
He served as Chief Engineer SKUAST Srinagar and Development 
Commissioner Works before attaining superannuation. Sameer 
Bharati, an IFS officer, also attained superannuation on January 
31, 2020,
He retired from government services as Chief Conservator of 
Forest Jammu after rendering more than 36 year of services. He 
joined the forest department as ACF in 1984 and was inducted in 
IFS in 1999.
Des Raj, Chief Engineer, Roads & Buildings department Kashmir, 
was set to attain superannuation in December this year.
He has held key positions in R&B department like Superintend-
ing Engineer PWD circle Doda and Chief Engineer PMGSY. Subash 
Gupta, former district and sessions judge, attained superannua-
tion in March 2020.
Showkat Ahmad Zargar, a retired associate professor of Math-
ematics, is from Buchpora, Srinagar.
He retired in April this year. The members were appointed nearly 
a month after former chief secretary, BR Sharma was appointed 
as chairman of the prestigious body mandated to conduct recruit-
ment for gazetted posts (with inputs from KNO)

Covid Burial, Cremation...
for allowing partial de-notification, if no new case is reported for 
21 continuous days under existing protocol. 
“This will be followed by intensive/ sentinel testing and if still no 
case is reported, then the zone will be de-notified after 30 days,” 
he said.
To capture samples of increased number of travellers in coming 
days, Chief Secretary asked the concerned District Commission-
ers to enhance sampling capacities at all entry points including 
two airports and four railway stations. MD, NHM was directed to 
simultaneously enhance testing capacity, the official spokesper-
son said.
Administrative Secretaries of departments of Health & Medical 

Education, Information, Disaster Management, Relief, Rehabilita-
tion and Reconstruction, and Mission Director, National Health 
Mission (NHM) participated in the meeting.
Divisional Commissioners of Jammu, Kashmir and all Deputy 
Commissioners attended the meeting through video conference.

Haj-2020 Aspirants To...
in account number details, a photostat copy of cancelled cheque / 
Bank Pass Book be sent through email to account.hci@gov.in,” the 
spokesperson said.
The statement by the Haj Committee comes a day after Saudi Ara-
bia government decided not to allow international pilgrims dur-
ing Haj 2020, followed by issuance of circular by Haj Committee 
of India in this regard.
The official spokesperson further said that the passports will also 
be returned to the aspirants as soon as received from Haj Com-
mittee of India.

A Year-Long Agonised Wait...
Shakoor was studying in Class10 at the time of his joining. Among 
Farooq’s two sons, he was the youngest and the family’s apple of 
an eye.
“He wasn’t a stone pelter, neither had he any bothered past,” the 
father continued. “But yes, the ongoing situation and uncertainty 
in Kashmir would deeply disturb him.”
Whenever he would raise questions, Farooq, a shopkeeper, used 
to divert the attention of his son by advising him to pray.
At Encounter Site
Already two hours had passed, but Farooq and his wife were still 
invoking their oceanic love for their son, their dreams associated 
with him and their plight ever since he left them.
But after their son stood silent and unmoved, the parents were 
told to stop pleading.
They soon walked out of the lanes, holding hands, as if consoling 
each other for the obvious fate of their son now. The farewell mo-
ment was captured, fared online and became yet another strife-
torn image of the valley.
Soon the final assault was launched and Farooq’s son along with 
his associates was retrieved dead from the residential house.
As part of new strategy, the dead bodies of the three young mili-
tants were taken to Rajpora, Handwara, some 60 kilometres away 
from his home in Srinagar.
“We didn’t meet or talk to him after he went missing, but luckily, 
I could see his face and participate in his funeral prayers at Hand-
wara,” the father said.
“But I wish I could bury him close to our home. We thought at 
least he would come to talk to us one day but he didn’t even re-
turn dead to us! And this will haunt me and my wife throughout 
our lives now.”

4 Militant Associates Held...
post," he said. The spokesman said the grenade lobbing task was 
assigned to them by an active militant of LeT, Fayaz Ahmed War 
alias Umar, and a foreign militant who goes by the codename Us-
man, as a qualifying test to join miliant ranks.
"As per the police records, they were involved in providing logistic 
support and shelter to the active militants of the LeT operating in 
the area besides other unlawful activities. They were also found to 
be in touch with active militantsthrough social media," he added.

4 Police Officers Transferred
WasimQadri. Mohammad Aslam (JKPS), awaiting orders of post-
ing in the PHQ, has been posted as SSP, CID (Hqrs), J&K, Sheikh 
JunaidMehmood.
WasimQadri (JKPS), SP, CID (CI) Kashmir, has been transferred and 
posted as Commandant, JKAP-11th Battalion, against an available 
vacancy. 

ACB Files Charges Against...
for conducting the demarcation of land in village Lakhnote-Nagri 
on December 3, 2018, the spokesman said.
He said the revenue official was trapped on the complaint of a 
person called Ram Pal, who had alleged that the official demand-
ed illegal gratification for demarcation of his land, despite depos-
iting Rs 100 as demarcation fee.
The accused Patwari was arrested while taking the bribe money 
and the investigation was concluded under various sections of the 
Prevention of corruption Act, he said.

Man Killed As Car Falls...
He said rescuers immediately swung into action and pulled out 
his body from the wreckage.
A fake identity card of the Indian armed forces was found in his 
possession and a preliminary investigation suggested that he was 
using it to pass the toll plazas on the highway without paying any 
money, the official said.
He said a mini-truck loaded with liquor was involved in a separate 
accident on the highway on Tuesday night. It took place near Dig-
dole in Ramban district. Two people, Rakesh Singh of Udhampur 
and Nazir Ahmad of Ramban, sustained critical injuries.
Both were rescued and shifted to district hospital Ramban, the offi-
cial said, adding that the vehicle was going to Srinagar from Jammu.

Police Vehicle Turns Turtle...
The vehicle suffered partial damage in the accident. (KNT)

Govt Issues Guidelines For De-Notification 
Of Red/Containment Zones
JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir 
Government today issued guide-
lines for de-notification of Red/
Containment Zones.

Chief Secretary, 
B.V.R.Subrahmanyam, in exer-
cise of powers conferred upon 
him, in capacity as Chairperson 
of State Executive Committee, 
under Section 24 of the Disaster 
management Act, 2005, issued 
the guidelines to be followed for 
de-notifying an existing "Red/
Containment Zone" by the Depu-
ty Commissioner concerned.

Pertinently, the State Execu-
tive Committee vide its Order 
No. 38-JK (DMRRR) of 2020 
dated 14.04.2020, had notified 
a Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP)to be followed in the "Red/
Containment Zones" by the con-
cerned authorities of the Gov-
ernment.

The guidelines provides that 
all districts need to follow a uni-
form approach for de-notifica-
tion of  Containment Zones/Red 
Zones in order to ensure effective 
control of the COVID-19 infection 

both in these zones and in the 
neighborhood.

The guidelines have set criteria 
to be fulfilled for de-notification 
of containment zones/ red zones.

It requires, Intensive Testing: 
Prior to de-notification, sam-
pling and testing using RTPCR 
testing should be undertaken 
and completed for the particular 
groups between the 14th to 21st 
day from the date of notifica-
tion of the Zone, the guidelines 
stated.

The testing needs to be done of 

“All vulnerable persons  includ-
ing those with co morbidities, 
pregnant women, those above 
50 years of age, those with ILI/ 
SARI symptoms. SwasthyaNidhi 
will be used for identification of 
vulnerable persons.

There would be ‘Active Surveil-
lance’ with at least three door to 
door visits for ILI (Influenza like 
Illness) and SARI (Severe Acute 
Respiratory Illness) cases in the 
notified Red zone, ideally once 
every week. SwasthyaNidhi will 
be used for surveillance, while 

“All service providers residing in 
and health care workers attend-
ing to people in the Containment 
Zone/Red Zone and at least 50% 
of the remaining residents of the 
Red Zone are to be tested.

The guidelines also underline 
the Role of Epidemiological in-
vestigation.

“Epidemiological investigation 
by RRT teams should confirm the 
source of infection or identify 
the index cases in the notified 
Red Zone area and this should 
rule out any other hidden trans-
mission in the said zone as well 
as probability of any missing 
case/ Contacts.

There should be no confirmed 
COVID positive case in the Con-
tainment Zone/ Red Zone, other 
than that of a traveler, who is in 
quarantine from his date of ar-
rival in the zone, for 21 days after 
the notification of the Contain-
ment Zone/ Red Zone.

The guidelines also provide for 
Partial De-notification. On fulfill-
ment of the above two criteria, 
the Containment Zone/Red Zone 

can be partially de-notified on 
the 22nd day.

There shall be follow up Ran-
dom Sampling; Random samples 
of 10% of the residents shall 
again be done from the 25th to 
30th day.

Full De-notification would be 
done ‘If there are no more con-
firmed COVID positive cases.  
This would mean that the Zone 
has had no positive case for 30 
days.

The guidelines also provided 
for ‘Re-notification of Contain-
ment Zones/ Red Zones’.  If a pos-
itive case is again reported from 
the Containment Zone/ Red Zone 
during the random sampling 
phase or earlier, It shall again be 
re-notified once again as a Con-
tainment Zone/ Red Zone and 
the SOP for these zones will be 
implemented again in toto.

The partial de-notification and 
full de-notification can be done 
only after there is a clear gap of 
21 days and 30 days respectively 
from the last positive case de-
tected in the Zone.

Cong Demands Govt To 
Hold Virtual Parl Session 
To Discuss Key Issues
NEW DELHI: The Congress on 
Wednesday accused the gov-
ernment of hiding behind rules 
to escape parliamentary over-
sight and demanded that a ses-
sion be held soon to answer key 
queries of opposition parties.

"This government has walked 
the extra mile to hide behind 
rules, to escape parliamentary 
oversight. This is nothing short 
of the emasculation of Parlia-
ment," Congress spokesperson 
Manish Tewari said at a virtual 
press conference.

"Unfortunately, presiding 
officers of both the Houses 
should have walked the extra 
mile to prevail upon the gov-
ernment, not should try to sub-
vert Parliament in this man-
ner and escape parliamentary 
oversight," he also said.

His colleague and party 
spokesperson GauravGogoi 
said a country like Nepal has 
passed a bill that reorganizes 
the boundary between India 
and Nepal, with all the resourc-

es and might.
Citing the government's ex-

perience of having conducted 
a bilateral summit between 
Prime Minister NarendraModi 
and his Australian counter-
part, he said, "Surely we can 
have a special session of Par-
liament to discuss important 
issues, keeping in mind both 
social distancing and the im-
portance of national security".

"It is a sign of authoritarian-
ism and only an effort by the 
BJP government to buy time 
so that it can escape the ques-
tions which have been asked by 
the people of India through the 
major opposition parties," Go-
goi alleged.

Tewari also said it is extreme-
ly unfortunate and regretful that 
while one can have a Russia, In-
dia, China trilateral summit vir-
tually, the G-20 can be held and 
an all-party meeting on China 
can be held virtually, "why can't 
this government hold a virtual 
session of Parliament".
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Srinagar, Apr 23, KNT: The exploitation of private school teachers is 
continuing unabated in Kashmir valley as most of the schools have not paid 
salaries to the teaching staff since August 2019.

With COVID-19 positive cases emerging every day all over the Valley, the 
resumption of normal life appears bleak in the near future. And, teacher com-
munity employed in private schools has been badly affected.

"It was the month of March when we were expecting the salaries to be 
released but now, given the coronavirus pandemic, we have no hope either. 
Our struggle has gotten worse, to say the least," Manzoor Dar, a private school 
teacher from Shopian told KNT.

He added, "As we are observing that the administration is taking various 
steps to combat the epidemic crises of coronavirus like relief work, advance 

This Day In History

From Ko Archives

Pak minister’s request to 
visit J&K rejected 

NEW DELHI - Government today rejected Pakistan 
Information Minister Sheikh Rashid’s request to 
travel to Jammu and Kashmir by Muzaffarabad-
Srinagar bus on June 30.

The government has declined to accord permission 
lo Sheikh Rashid lo visit Jammu and Kashmir taking into 
account “all relevant aspects involved.” External Affairs 
Minister spokesman Navtej Sarna told reporters here.

Sarna said the government processed Sheikh Rashid’s 
application and “has declined to accord permission taking 
into “account all relevant aspects involved” ‘the spokes-
man did not give any further details but it is understood 
that Rashid has been declined the permission because the 
government has taken serious note of reports that his farm 
house was used for training Kashmiri militants.

According to sources. Rashid had not even furnished 
in his application any address of relatives whom he wanted 
to meet,a mandatory requirement. Following revelation 
by JKLF leader Yasin Malik in Pakistan that Rashid had 
organised a training camp in 1988-99 for 3500 militants at 
his farm house near Rawalpindi. Government had reacted 
sharply saying it was a matter of great concern. New Delhi 
had held that it was particularly serious that “people 
directly invoked in such activities continue to occupy high 
positions in Pakistan.
Rashid shocked

Islamabad: Unhappy over Indian government’s deci-
sion not to permit him to travel to Jammu and Kashmir by 
Muzaffarabad-Srinagar bus on June 30,Pakistan Informa-
tion Minister Sheikh Rashid today vowed to continue his 
support to the “peaceful freedom struggle” of Kashmiris.

“The Indian government decision to impose ban on 
my travel to Srinagar has shocked and saddened me. It also 
frustrated those in Indian administered Kashmir who were 
anxiously awaiting my visit. The decision also had upset 
my relatives in Indian administered Kashmir.” Rashid 
told reporters here. “I will continue support to the peaceful 
freedom struggle of Kashmiris. A day will come when I will 
visit Kashmir.” he said.

  (Kashmir Observer, 25 June, 2005)

•	 TRAFFIC POLICE : 9419993745, 01998-266686
•	 PCR: 0194-2452092,2455883
•	 PDD: 0194-2450213
•	 FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES :
            2479488,2452222,2452155
•	 CAPD: 18001807011
•	 SMC HEALTH OFFICER: 9469409081

SHIEK UL ALAM AIRPORT: 01942303311

•	 SRINAGAR: 0194-2103259
•	 ANANTNAG: 01932-228243
•	 BARAMULLA: 0194-102029
•	 BIJBHERA: 01932-228243
•	 PAMPORE: 01933-294132
•	 PATTAN: 01954-293507
•	 QAZIGUND: 01951-296153

•	 Sgr-Jammu highway - ( Open )
•	 Mughal Road - (Open)
•	 Srinagar- Leh- (Open)

DIAL-EMMA

AIRPORTS

RAILWAYS

HIGHWAY STATUS

Prayers
FAJR 3: 36

ZUHR 12: 33

ASR 5:33

Magrib 7:50
ISHA 9:31

•	 253 - St Lucius I begins his reign as Catholic Pope
•	 524  - Battle of Vézeronce, the Franks defeat the Burgundians
•	 841  - Battle at Fontenay: Louis & Charles beat their brother Lotharius I
•	 1080 - Wibbert of Ravenna chosen as anti-pope Clemens III
•	 1096  -1st Crusade slaughter Jews of Werelinghofen Germany
•	 1139 Battle of Ourique: Afonso I defeats Moors 1139- Battle of Ourique: 

Afonso I defeats Moors
•	 •	 1183-	 Peace	 of	 Konstanz	 signed	 between	 Hohenstaufen	 Emperor	

Frederick Barbarossa and Italian Lombard League
•	 •	1638-	Lunar	eclipse	is	1st	astronomical	event	recorded	in	the	Ameri-

can Colonies
•	 •	 1667-1st	blood	 transfusion	performed	by	French	Doctor	 Jean-Bap-

tiste Denys
•	 •	1672-	1st	recorded	monthly	Quaker	meeting	in	US	held,	Sandwich,	Mass
•	 •	1678-Elena	Cornaro	Piscopia,	a	Venetian,	is	awarded	a	doctorate	of	

philosophy - first woman to receive a university doctoral decree
•	 •	1900-	Russia	mobilizes	its	army	in	eastern	Siberia	preparatory	to	act-

ing against the Chinese, but also in an attempt to diminish the influ-
ence of Japan on the Asian mainland

•	 •	1905-Warsaw	&	Lodz	revolt	against	Russian	occupation
•	 •	1919-	1st	advanced	monoplane	airliner	flight	(Junkers	F13)
•	 •	1940-	Adolf	Hitler	views	Eiffel	tower	&	grave	of	Napoleon	in	Paris,	France
•	 •	1941-	Finland	declares	war	on	Soviet	Union
•	 •	1945-Imperial	General	Headquarters	in	Tokyo	announce	fall	of	Okinawa
•	 •	1948-	Harry	Truman	signs	Displaced	Persons	Bill	(205,000	Europe-

ans to US)
•	 •	1949-	Presidential	election	in	Syria	(some	women	allowed	to	vote)
•	 •	1950-	Korean	conflict	begins;	North	Korea	invades	South	Korea
•	 •	1950	-UN	member	states	begin	using	integrated	forces	against	North	

Korea
•	 •	1953-1st	passenger	to	fly	commercially	around	the	world	<	100	hours
•	 •	1960-	Madagascar	gains	independence	from	France
•	 •	1960-	Somaliland	is	granted	independence	by	British	government
•	 •	1961-	Iraq	announces	that	Kuwait	is	a	part	of	Iraq	(Kuwait	disagrees)
•	 •	1966-	Kosmos	122,	1st	Soviet	weather	satellite,	launched
•	 •	1967-	First	global	satellite	television	programme	-	Our	World
•	 •	1975-After	a	prolonged	liberation	struggle	against	Portuguese	colo-

nial rulers, Mozambique becomes independent as People Republic of 
Mozambique.

•	 •	1981-	Microsoft	is	restructured	to	become	an	incorporated	business	in	
its home state of Washington.

•	 •	1991-	Slovenia	&	Croatia	declare	independence	from	Yugoslavia
•	 •	2012-33	Syrian	army	officers	defect	to	Turkey
•	  2013  - 37 people are killed after a gold mine collapses in the Central 

African Republic
•	 2017  - Tanker carrying fuel bursts into flames near Ahmedpur East, 

Pakistan, killing more than 200 people
•	 2018 -  UK House of Commons votes for a controversial third Heath-

row runway
•	 2018 -  Californian Governor Jerry Brown declares State of Emergency 

for wildfire spread over 8,200 acres in Lake County
•	 2018 -  Motorcycle maker Harley-Davidson announces it plans to move 

some production abroad in response to EU retaliatory tariffs
•	
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

NIT No: 16/ET/EE/R&B/Chadoora of 06/2020 
  For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on 
Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways 
and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-  

1 
SN 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Position of Funds: Committed 
Position of AAA: Accorded 

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill 
of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded 
from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:- 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 20/06/2020 
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 20/06/2020  
3 Bid submission Start Date 20/06/2020  
4 Bid Submission End Date 26/06/2020 upto 3.00 PM. 
5 

Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)  
26/06/2020 at 3.30 PM in the office of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Chadoora 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

DIPK-2074/20

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE EnGInEER 
KPDCL  DIVISIOn GAnDERBAL

Phone/Fax no: 0194-2416236                E-mail:-edgbl123@gmail.com

ExTENSION NOTICE
    
 Ref:- E-NIT NO 06 OF 2020-21 DATED 06.04.2020

Name of the work:-    Rate contract for providing Labours along with required T_P items 
for carrying out Works of emergent nature for restoration of power supply effected due to any natural 
calamities HT_LT_Substation Branch Cutting of Trees and works of other nature.

   Due to continuouszero response  for the above referential e-NIT the 
same is hereby extended and the key dates are as under:

a) Bid Submission End Dated:  27-06-2020.
b) Opening Date:   29-06-2020.

No: EDG/V/1730-36/Ts
Date:    22/06/2020
      Executive Engineer
   DIPK-NB-902/20   ED-5th Ganderbal

Office of the Executive Engineer PHE  
(M&P) Division, HMT, Sriangar 

Phoen 0194-2496307, EMAIL. xENMANDP@GMAIL.COM 

CORRIGENDUM NO: 01  

Subjecti Extension of dates for Supply, installation and testing of eletronic gadgets for online moni-
toring lab of PHE Jal Shakti Department Srinagar 7 Office of Chief Accounts officer Kashmir PHE Jal 
Shakti Department Srinagr  

Ref: This office No: PHE/M&P/02 Of 2020. 21/e-Tender Dated: 10-06-2020  

The above referred e-tender is hereby re-scheduled as follows, as the said e-NIT is having no response.  

1   Tender Notiece No NIT No PHE/ M&P / 02 of 2020-21/e-
Tender Dated: 10-06-202

2 Date of inviting Tender
10-06-2020   10.00 AM

3 Document Downloading End Date
26-06-2020   02.00 PM

4 Onine Document Submission End Date
26-06-2020  04.00 PM

5 Date of oepning of cover
27-06-2020    2 PM 

No: PHE/M&P/998-1001
Dated: 19-06-2020  Executive Engineer PHE  (M&P) 
DIPK-2020/20  Division, Sriangar

‘My brother aspired to join Indian Air 
Force, how can he pick up arms’
Agencies

Srinagar: “My brother was aspiring to 
join Indian Air Force (IAF) to make his 
career. He had even told this to one of his 
friends. How can he pick up arms,” said 
the sister of Hilal Ahmed Dar, a young 
scholar from Bemina area of Srinagar, 
who didn’t return home since June 13, af-
ter going for a trekking at Naranag area 
of Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.

The family revealed today what Hi-
lal aspired for in a protest at press en-
clave Srinagar, a day after police top 
brass especially Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Kashmir Vijay Kumar, who 
stated that Hilal had joined Hizbul Mu-
jahideen outfit.

Aunt of Hilal while talking to the 
news agency, that Hilal is orphan and 
was living with his uncle and aunt since 
his parents passed away. “He was plan-
ning to go to Dubai or Canada after Eid 
for earning livelihood,” she said.

She said Hilal’s brother is in utter 

shock since the police claimed that he 
has joined militant ranks. She said not 
even a single family member of Hilal is 
ready to accept the police claims as their 

‘son’ was not inclined towards militancy 
at all. “We are not on the streets to fight 
with anyone. But we want him to return 
home," she added.

Nisar Ahmad Bhat, maternal uncle 
of Hilal during a protest in the afternoon 
said that if police claims are true then 
they should share his location with the 
family and “we will persuade him to re-
turn home.”

The missing Hilal's sister told KNO 
that her brother can never take such an 
extreme step. “He has even told his friend 
that he will join the Indian Air Force. 
How can we believe that my brother has 
joined militant ranks,” she said.

She further appealed to the police, es-
pecially Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
to help them in tracing their brother.

Pertinently, Dar went missing a week 
ago while he along with his friends were 
on a trek to Gangabal Lake in Ganderbal. 
His five friends have returned home on 
the same day, however, he didn't return 
home and has been missing since then.

After a week, the Kashmir police 
chief yesterday stated that the youth 
from Bemina has joined Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen, a militant outfit—(KNO)

With family in quarantine, burglars loot 
valuables from their house in Pampore
Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, June 24 (KNO): At a time 
when all the family members were 
put under administrative quaran-
tine, burglars, taking advantage of 
the situation, looted valuables from 
a residential house in Pampore 
area of south Kashmir's Pulwama 
district. Sources said that unidenti-
fied burglars barged into the house 
of one Zahoor Ahmad from Khan-
qah Bagh Pampore and decamped 
with all the valuable items.

Zahoor Ahmad while talk-
ing to the news agency—Kashmir 

News Observer (KNO) over phone 
that his family was put under ad-
ministrative quarantine after his 
brother, a chemist by profession 
was tested positive for Covid-19.

He said that they pleaded to the 
authorities to allow them to be in 
home quarantine but they refused. 
“When they refused to put us un-
der home quarantine we requested 
them to take care of our property.”

“Next day one of our relatives 
visited the house and he found all 
the valuable items including cash 
and gold ornaments missing,” he 
said, adding that it was the failure 

of the administration which led to 
this incident. He said that with ris-
ing cases, more families are being 
put under quarantine, but authori-
ties must either allow contacts to 
be in home quarantine or take care 
of their properties.

When contacted, station house 
officer, police station Pampore, 
Manzoor Ahmad said that the 
family or their relatives have not 
lodged any written complaint so 
far regarding the incident.

“Once they will file a written 
complaint, we will initiate investi-
gation,” he said—(KNO)

CUK holds webinar on ‘How to Establish a 
Sustainable Entrepreneurship Ecosystem' 
Ganderbal: The Department 
of Biotechnology, Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir (CUK), 
Wednesday organized a nation-
al webinar on “Establishing A 
Sustainable Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystem In Institutions Of 
Higher Learning” at its Green 
Campus here with Vice-Chan-
cellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir 
in chair. 

Inaugurating the event, Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din 
Mir, lauded the Biotechnology 
Department for always organiz-
ing innovative lectures having 
far-reaching implications to all the 
participants and the varsity. More-
over, he said the University has 
fully recognized the importance of 
entrepreneurship and skill devel-
opment and the recently held Aca-

demic and Executive Councils ap-
proved the proposal submitted by 
the Department of Biotechnology 
in this regard. He emphasized the 
interdepartmental and interdis-
ciplinary linkages within and be-
tween the universities for promot-
ing the innovative developments 
in the teaching-learning process, 
research, and skill enhancement 
pertaining to the COVID-19. 

'WASH' Programme of 
Mother Helpage aims to install 
3000 water wells  
Srinagar: Under the WASH 
Project (Safe Water Pro-
gramme) Mother Helpage 
aims to install 3000 water 
wells by the end of 2020, 
providing clean and safe 
drinking water to the areas 
where it is needed.

As per the official 
statement of the Mother 
Helpage, they have imple-
mented safe water projects 
all across the Kashmir 
with main focus in South 
Kashmir however they are 
now planning to shift the 
operations to central and 
North Kashmir as well.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here during this 5 
year long journey we have 
installed 1828 water wells 
all across the Jammu & 
Kashmir which is a huge 
figure and are planning to 
achieve the target by the 
end of 2020.

Mother Helpage, a reg-
istered charity having its 
operations throughout the 
UT of Jammu & Kashmir, 
is working tirelessly for 
the upliftment of the soci-
ety with its reach in every 
nook and corner of the 
Kashmir Valley.  

ACB file chargesheet 
against Patwari  
Srinagar: Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau has produced 
Challan against a former 
Patwari Khokhyal Kath-
ua for demanding and ac-
cepting bribe from a man 
for demarcation of his 
land in 2018.

The case (FIR No. 
39/2018) was filed in Police 
station VOJ (now ACBJ) 
U/S 5 (1) (d) r/w 5 (2) J&K 

P.C Act Svt. 2006 and sec-
tion 4-A of PC Act 2006 by 
a resident of Ward No. 1, 
Nagri Parole, Kathua alleg-
ing that then Patwari Halqa 
Nazakat Ali son of Gul Mo-
hammad, demanded a bribe 
of  Rs 4,000 from him for 
conducting the demarca-
tion of land in village Lakh-
note, Nagri, Parole Kathua 
belonging to him. 
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Disengage And Talk

I
ndia and China have discussed modalities for disen-
gagement along the Line of Actual Control in Ladakh 
to be “taken forward by both the sides”. The statement 
that was attributed to sources followed after over 10-

hour meeting between the Corps Commanders Lt General 
Harinder Singh and South Xinjiang Military District Com-
mander Major General Liu Lin    at Moldo on the Chinese 
side of the border. Talks are said to have been held in a posi-
tive and cordial atmosphere.  This was later confirmed by 
the Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian who 
said that the two sides had agreed to take steps to ease ten-
sion at the border area.

Earlier the two Corps commanders had met on June 
6 and l decided that lower-level commanders will discuss 
the ground details for disengagement. There were also   
talks at the level of Colonels, Brigadiers and Major Gen-
erals. Army Chief General MM Naravane had even stated 
that some disengagement had begun in Galwan Valley. 
But all this apparent understanding unraveled on June 15 
when  violent clashes between the troops from both sides  
left 20 Indian troops dead. This brought  the two countries 
to the brink of war. 

Thousands of Indian and Chinese troops have faced 
each other after the later came over to the Indian percep-
tion of Line of Actual Control at Galwan Valley, Pangong 
Tso and Hot Springs. Some reports have claimed China is 
in possession of 60 square kilometres of the Indian side of 
the LAC. New Delhi has however refused to confirm these 
reports. But in his meeting with opposition leaders on June 
19, Prime Minister Narendra Modi surprised everyone by 
stating  there  had been no intrusions by China in Ladakh. 
The statement was perceived to have misrepresented the 
weeks-long border stand-off between the two countries and 
given China a clean chit. Though Prime Minister’s Office 
came out with clarifications later, that only added to the 
confusion. As things stand, the government is yet to public-
ly accept that China has crossed into Indian side of LAC.  Be 
that as it may, the agreement to disengage is a good news. It 
will lead to de-escalation of a fraught situation. A military 
confrontation between the two sides would be a disaster 
for both. More so, at a time when the two countries and the 
world are fighting a virulent pandemic that has led to death 
of close to five lakh people across the world and brought 
the world economy to a halt. This has made the world in-
ter-dependent more than ever. Under these circumstances 
India and China need each other and they will greatly ben-
efit from mutual cooperation. That said, one more border 
confrontation has once again underlined the need for a sus-
tained dialogue to sort out  the long pending border issue. 
Leaving the borders unsettled is a ticking time bomb which 
can blow up anytime.

o t h e r  o p i n o n

Turkey’s onslaught

D
espite all Arab efforts to have an amicable relation-
ship with Turkey, Ankara seems unhinged in its 
pursuit of more hostile policies.

In its meeting in Cairo last week, the Arab 
League has condemned the Turkish military intervention in 
Libya, Syria, and Iraq. France also condemned “the aggres-
sive intervention” of Turkey in Libya. The Turkish behaviour 
is “very problematic” and “not acceptable,” a statement by 
the French presidency said.

The government of President RecepTayyip Erdogan is the 
main sponsor of the extremist groups in Syria. Since the be-
ginning of the Syrian conflict more than nine years ago, An-
kara has been sheltering, training, and arming those groups 
which committed the worst atrocities in the conflict.

In Libya, Turkey is doing the same. The Turkish army has 
increased its presence in two key bases to offer military sup-
port to the militias that fight the national army. Ankara hopes 
to expand its destabilising influence in North Africa as part of 
Erdogan’s grand scheme of restoring Turkey’s past hegemony 
in the Middle East.

In Iraq, Turkey has launched a major offensive in Iraq’s north-
ern territory on the pretext of fighting. On Tuesday, the Iraqi for-
eign ministry summoned Turkey’s ambassador to protest Anka-
ra’s attack on Iraq’s sovereignty and territorial sanctity.

Turkey’s military intervention in the Arab world — in 
Iraq, Syria and Libya — is “a threat to the region,” Arab 
League chief Ahmed AboulGheit said during the Arab League 
meeting last week.

Erdogan’s military adventurism in the Arab region is per-
plexing, especially when it seems to be in coordination with Iran, 
which for long observed the same aggressive behaviour in Iraq, 
Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. What is clear though is that both the 
countries’ designs undermine the Arab national security.

The Arab world is at the crossroads today as Israel plans 
to annex the occupied West Bank, which will certainly deepen 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. While the Arab world looks for the 
support of those who claim to sympathise with the Palestin-
ian cause to halt the Israeli assault, Turkey has been steadily 
mending its ties with the Benjamin Netanyahu government.

“Despite all of the tensions, there has been more optimism 
recently about a possible thaw in Turkey-Israel relations,” the 
leading Turkish newspaper Daily Sabah wrote on June 3. It 
cites as an example the resumption of Israeli carrier El Al’s 
cargo flights to Turkey, and Ankara’s massive medical aid to 
help Israel fight the coronavirus pandemic.

That’s Erdogan’s hypocrisy at its best. He sends Israel 
medical aid but keeps sending to the Arab region mercenaries 
and weapons that kill thousands of innocent people. 

Gulf News

W
e live in an era of digi-
tal technology and it is a 
blessing, but every coin 
has two sides. Technol-

ogy makes our life easier, but it also 
makes us overly dependent on it. It al-
ters the way we behave and our power 
of thinking. The perfect example of 
the aforementioned case is the exces-
sive use of smartphones and that too 
with unlimited access to the internet. 
Nowadays, it has become a trend to en-
gage our children with mobile phones.

Today, every parent is concerned 
about the impact of excessive usage of 
mobile phones on their kids. No doubt 
mobile phones are quite beneficial in 
many ways, but we cannot deny the 
fact that it leads to a massive drop 
in the concentration level. Accord-
ing to a recent study,72% of the chil-

dren in the age group of 6 to19 years, 
in Australia, Europe, North America 
and Asia have easy access to smart-
phones. Most of these children use 
their phones around bed-time which 
affects their sleep pattern. Essentially, 
excessive use of  smartphone before 
going to bed suppresses the hormone 
‘melatonin’which normally helps one 
in falling asleep. The high energy radi-
ated from shortwave length light gen-
erated by the phone screen prevents 
the body from getting to the required 
stage of sleepiness.

Several studies have proven that 
excessive use of mobile phones may 
cause non-malignant tumours, es-
pecially in the parts of the ears and 
brain. The radiation can have danger-
ous effects on the human body, espe-
cially on kids, directly affecting their 

nervous system. WHO has classified it 
as a ‘possible carcinogen’ which car-
ries a potential risk of cancer.

Due to the addictive content 
available on mobile phones, children 
are likey to get glued to the phones 
throughout the day, leading to lack of 
social interaction. This may lead to in-
trovertion and antisocial behaviour.

It does not require a keen eye to 
understand that  kids these days are 
indulging in phones that they pay 
no attention to their studies.  This 
may affect their academic perfor-
mance in future.

The radiation released by mobile 
phones may damage the brains of the 
children. This disruptive activity can 
cause changes in mood patterns and 
behavioural tendencies. Children may 
struggle when learning new things or 

focusing properly.
With children glued to their mo-

bile phones during their free time, 
they do not get involved in physical 
activities. This puts them at risk of 
getting obesity and other illnesses 
which can later take the shape of 
harmful diseases such as diabetes 
and hypertension.

Being strict with the kids is the 
need of the hour to prevent them from 
getting addicted to mobile phones. 

Distraction from mobile phones 
is key. If a child is interested in any 
other activity such as drawing, sing-
ing, etc, then he should be encouraged 
in that direction. Within some time 
one will start noticing positive behav-
ioural changes in their kids.

AamirAltaf
aamiraltaf16@gmail.com.
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi
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Striking at Roots

S
OCIETAL TRENDS guided by the political elite have shorn
the teaching profession of its status and sanctity, turning it
into just another vocation with little to distinguish it from,
say, hawking garments on the streets. The adventurous, glam-

orous and challenging enterprise of kindling, illuminating and en-
lightening tender young minds has become a lack-lustre and
uninspiring activity devoid of its sorely-needed spirit, mainly be-
cause successive leaderships (if they deserve that name) have been
too occupied with other, more lucrative, concerns to bother about
what is the corner-stone of the well-being of a people. This has had
a direct bearing on the condition of schools and their performance.

By an ironic twist of circumstance, the teaching profession has
been for long, the last resort of the capable and the destination of
choice for those who are unable to fit in anywhere else. When the
screening process for entry into this field - on which the entire social
edifice rests - should have been highly stringent, it had largely be-
come a hit- and-trial exercise with the barest minimum regard for
talent, skill and temperament.

Having been active partners in ruining the state-run school sys-
tem, the ruling classes now abdicate all responsibility by dumping
the educational sector into the private lap. This is seen in the lavish
support to fashionable and prohibitively expensive private schools
and the mushrooming of lesser copycats who are making a finan-
cial killing in the absence of a dependable and affordable public
structure. It is nothing short of a scandal that parents should avoid
sending their wards to government schools on account of the latter’s
dismal record, and prefer seedy and crowded private options no
matter how mercenary they are.

Students cleared by the state-run school system in Kashmir
often barely make the grade in rudimentary literacy, particularly in
rural and remote areas. This is sought to be cloaked by the perfor-
mance of a handful of private schools, with no thought for the
colossal amounts spent on running a vast network of under-per-
forming institutions. Howsoever sound the system may appear on
paper, on the ground it is as rickety and run-down as the school
houses spread all over rural Kashmir chronically starved of staff and
proper equipment. Reports of under-manned schools, particularly
at the primary level, are a routine feature such areas, while insti-
tutes in the city appear to bursting at the seams with needless
staff, Schools in far-flung areas function at the sweet discretion of
their often lone teachers, and instances of just one or two tutors
handling multiple classes and hundreds of students are common.
The standards of such schools and the education they impart can
well be imagined.

The situation has been allowed to drift for far too long in the
hope that with time the growing, engineered preference for pri-
vate schools would phase the government system out of existence.
It remains to be seen how well measures taken in desperation, like
recruitments scrounged in haste,  are able to turn the tide for soci-
ety, particularly low-income, rural and agrarian classes for whom
state-run schools were the mainstay of hope.

O T H E R  O P I N I O N.....................................................................................

THE PAKISTAN women’s cricket team’s visit
to India for the World Cup has turned into

a security and logistical nightmare. First, the
team could not go to Mumbai, where its
matches were originally scheduled, after the
Shiv Sena started issuing its usual threats
against visiting Pakistani teams.

Now, hotels at the alternative venue of
Cuttack and neighbouring city
Bhubaneshwar have refused lodging to our
players out of fear.

Our cricketers now have to play this all-im-
portant tournament under virtual house ar-
rest, with their accommodation being pro-
vided at the clubhouse of the stadium in
which all their matches will be played. Every
other team will be staying in five-star hotels.

Discrimination Against Cricketers
N O  H O L D S  B A R R E D.................................................................................................
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VIEWPOINT

This discrimination is undoubtedly unfair
and puts our team at a significant disadvan-
tage. The team has been conciliatory about
its treatment but the International Cricket
Council (ICC) should take note of this.

International teams have refused to visit
Pakistan over justified security fears. It seems,
however, that if we simply put international
teams at clubhouses in stadiums and refuse
to let them go anywhere else, the security
problem would apparently be solved.

No country, of course, would accept such
conditions to play cricket in Pakistan. Yet, our
women cricketers are expected to put up with
this in India. Additionally, the final of the
tournament is supposed to be held in
Mumbai. India needs to explain how our crick-

eters will be able to stay in Mumbai in the
current climate if we reach the final.

The ICC also needs to consider if India should
be allowed to hold multi-nation tourna-
ments at a time when it can’t guarantee safety
of all players.

It is now too late to reschedule the World
Cup and our pulling out of the tournament
in protest will only heighten tensions. We
should make clear that we are only playing
under duress and that such conditions are
unacceptable if any of our sportspersons tour
India again. Instead of appeasing the anti-
Pakistan extremists, the Indian government
must ensure the safety and comfort of our
players.

-EXPRESS TRIBUNE

NILOOFAR QURESHI

Kashmir’s Fate is Just Consequential!
DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to comment on the
letter, written by one Shoaib Bhat,
Kashmir Observer, Jan 22, titled, "Who
is Responsible For LoC Killings?" I
must say to Shoaib that, you seem to
know a lot.

If it is true, there should be
investigation and appropriate action
taken against those who provoked
peace and created this environment

of mistrust. Could you also tell us who
beheaded and mutilated the bodies of
the Indian soldiers? This should not
have happened in any case.

UN roles in Kashmir has been
minimised post 1971 for India. It is
just symbolic now.

It seems that the United Nations
has not played any role in this sector
for a long time. In my view, it is more
a political point on part of both these

countries, one wanting to and the
other avoiding its role in Kashmir.

It is not in the interest of any of
two countries India and Pakistan to
indulge in any misadventure here or
anywhere.

No one should man Kargil or other
higher reaches, the rough terrain and
all this is in the extreme frigid cold
and hostile environment. The military
on both sides should be minimised but

there is something that seems to
invite and incite the elements to
Kashmir. It is part of the history of the
sub-continent.

We need to overcome it for our
eternal peace. Unfortunately,
Kashmir's fate is just consequential!

Shoaib, keep writing and stay safe.
Khuda Hafez!

-VORSHAL
Via: email

FOR THOSE WHO HAD
PLACED THEIR BETS ON
‘AMAN KI ASHA’, 2013 HAS
CERTAINLY BROUGHT
BAD NEWS. BUT AREN’T
THEY THEMSELVES TO BE
BLAMED FOR EXPECTING
THE IMPOSSIBLE?

A LONG WAY TO GO

EXPECTING THAT the
venom of hatred infused
into their people over the
years by the leaders on
both sides could easily

and quickly be remedied merely by
the antidote of ‘Confidence Build-
ing Measures’ (CBMs) while they
themselves  continue to foster an en-
vironment of mutual mistrust!

The reaction of New Delhi and
Islamabad to the recent incidents on
the LoC serves as a grim reminder
that the basic philosophy of ‘build-
ing bridges’ through CBM initiatives
by increasing ‘people to people’ con-
tact is flawed.

Flawed, not because the concept
in itself is wrong, but because the
leaders themselves don’t seem to be
interested in setting an example by
displaying confidence in each other.
Though, both countries are now
showing some sanity in their deal-
ings, the damage done to the pre-
carious bilateral relationship between
the two by irresponsible statements
like “there can be no business as
usual” and “war mongering” has

undone whatever little may have
been achieved by the CBMs.

However, despite both sides re-
iterating that the bilateral ties had not
been derailed, the recent turn of
events suggest otherwise. New
Delhi, suddenly like a bolt out of the
blue, raked up the
issue of the rel-
evance of the UN
Military Observer
G r o u p
(UNMOGIP) on
the LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Declaring that
“UNMOGIP’s role
has been over-
taken by the
Shimla Agreement
of 1972 between
India and Paki-
stan, signed by
the Heads of the
two governments
and ratified by
their respective
parliaments,” the
Indian representa-
tive suggested its
termination.

As expected,
Pakistan strongly
denounced New
Delhi’s contention
by saying that no
bilateral agree-
ment between the
two nations had
“overtaken or affected” the role or
legality of the UNMOGIP.

New Delhi initiated the
UNMOGIP debate under the garb of
better spending of resources allo-

cated for the Observer Group else-
where in difficult economic times.

However, as expected, this
‘noble’ proposition with fiscal import
failed to cut any ice as the issue un-
der discussion was an open debate
on peacekeeping and not on auster-

ity measures.
Why New

Delhi decided to
deviate from its
age-old policy of
‘letting the sleep-
ing dogs lie’ to
bring up the
UNMOGIP issue
and the timing it
chose to do so,
defies compre-
hension.  So,
while nothing
came out of this
debate, old
wounds were re-
opened and
normalisation of
the bilateral ties
between New
Delhi and
Islamabad has
taken yet another
body blow.

Islamabad too
seems to be itch-
ing for a chance
to ‘take on’ New
Delhi. Just a day
after the Jamaat-
ud-Dawa Chief,

Hafiz Saeed offered ‘asylum’ to
Bollywood star Sharukh Khan, Paki-
stani Interior Minister Rehman Malik
too joined in by saying that though
Sharukh Khan “is a born Indian and

he would like to remain Indian, but I
will request the government of India
(to) please provide him security.”

Not content with his ‘request’ to
the Government of India, Malik went
on to appeal to the Indian public that,
“I would like to request all Indian
brothers and sisters and all those
who are talking in a negative way
about Shah Rukh, they should know
he is a movie star."

While New Delhi may be an-
noyed at Malik’s ‘request’, the
people of India will perhaps remain
ever grateful to the Pakistani Inte-
rior Minister for enlightening them
with the fact that Shahrukh Khan is
“a movie star!”

Can bilateral ties between India
and Pakistan improve if Pakistan
agrees that the UNMOGIP is not re-
quired any longer in J&K and India
reciprocates by providing Shahrukh
Khan ‘Z’ category security?

Though the recent exchanges be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad may
bring a whiff of humour into our lives,
the dismal future of the bilateral rela-
tions, which the present ‘line of en-
gagement’ portends, is disquieting
and sends shivers down the spine.

It is high time that leaders of both
countries stop behaving like school-
children and remedy the serious
‘foot-in-the- mouth’ disease, which
seems to have afflicted them. Till this
happens, ‘Aman ki Asha’ will remain
a distant dream and bilateral rela-
tions will become another ‘comedy
circus’!

NILOOFAR QURESHI is based in New Delhi and
can be reached at: niloofar.qureshi@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR,
Apropos news, ‘AFSPA Immu-

nity For Forces’ Sex Crimes Must
End’, Kashmir Observer, January
28, I want to say that we the
people of Kashmir appreciate
what Dr.Kiran Bedi said but who
has to initiate the action.

It is India who has to take the
action, but this country is never
ready to bother for innocent

killings and heinous crimes
committed by its army and such
all other agencies that too with
the help of Indian puppets of
Kashmiri origin.

-M. R. BABA
Via: email

‘IN CONCLUSION’ was a favourite
phrase of a teacher of mine — a man of scien-
tific qualification; a man who looked at you
and perceived atoms and molecules. Mr P, let’s
call him, for he very well may still be alive
monitoring the masses that passed through
his hands.

It was the Sixties, of course. The Hippie
Movement was winking naughtily from out-
side classroom windows, “Come out and taste
the freedom!”

The band Uriah Heep did indeed sing,
plaintively, Free Me, which may well have
been the anthem of many a classroom bound
schoolboy of that time.

It was also still the Years of Collusion —
between teacher and parent to ensure at all
cost that Johnny put his head down peered
into the laboratory microscope and averted
his gaze from the classroom windows. The
world outside can wait, a good education
couldn’t.

Tired of Thinking? Come to a Conclusion
If he were a cricketer — which I rather

doubt since he possessed not one jot of cricket
vocabulary in his speech — but if he were a
cricketer Mr P would have been categorised
as an all rounder. This is because he was three
science teachers rolled into one. He taught
Physics, Chemistry and when the frogs were
plentiful he was found in the
Biology rooms giving lessons
on dissection which non-bi-
ology-inclined ones like my-
self found hard to stomach,
especially the drawing of
blood or the severing of flesh in order to peer
at the undercoating and the insides.

“One has to have a stomach for these
things,” Mr P would instruct, directing his
words at the ones who’d gone a whiter shade
of pale and generally stood in the back rows
at the dissecting table so they missed a good
deal of what was going on.
PREPARING TO FACE LIFE: “Life is going to
toss things at you that are a lot harder to take,
so get used to it. In any case, you have to do it
yourself come exam time. It carries a good deal

of marks, remember.”
This generally got the ashen-faced ones

moving a few feet forward in a determined
effort to overcome their resisting wills.

Chemistry periods were about tables
with cryptic symbols and water that changed
colour magically with the introduction of dif-

ferent powders. I once remem-
ber naively being drawn into
taking a deep sniff from a
bottle of chlorine that nearly
took my sinuses for a walk
right out of my body.

Physics was about equations, balance
and sticking pins in paper while trying to
trace angles of reflection and refraction
through a thick glass slab.

Most things in Mr P’s class started out as
premises before gradually working their way
through a series of reasoning stages to a finely
drawn conclusion.

Dispute that, he’d say, pointing to a
solved equation on the blackboard. Of course,
who could? Especially who could who had his
head wrapped around other notions — those

of total freedom to pursue the pathways of
one’s own mind, frolic in the fields of an idyl-
lic nature and dream of writing lines that
rhymed and described life in a more natural
way — a way that had nothing to do with
science?

A young man dreaming is how I come to
view my school reports of that day and age
when I glance at them occasionally these
days yellowing in a plastic sleeve. Mr P obvi-
ously had a kind heart too for his marks
awarded to me in their own scientific way
reflect a kindness.

If the dissecting of a frog taught me any-
thing it pointed me in the direction of veg-
etarianism and a kindness to all animals great
and small. Science provided me with an in-
sight into laterality. That is, you could be
seated in the lap of science and be totally at
ease contemplating poetry.

Science didn’t care because ultimately it
seems everything is relative. There is no end,
no conclusion to be drawn because like some
wise person once said, “A conclusion is the
place where you got tired of thinking.”

KEVIN MARTIN

LIFE IN A
CLASSROOM OF

THE SIXTIES

Why New Delhi
decided to deviate from

its age-old policy of
‘letting the sleeping

dogs lie’ to bring up the
UNMOGIP issue and

the timing it chose
to do so, defies

comprehension. So,
while nothing came out

of this debate, old
wounds were reopened
and normalisation of

the bilateral ties
between New Delhi
and Islamabad has

taken yet another body
blow. Islamabad too

seems to be itching for
a chance to ‘take
on’ New Delhi.

Hail Kiran Bedi

editpage.ko@gmail.com

Keep children away from mobiles

Taming The Dragon
Trade figures suggest India is the 

biggest importer of Chinese consumer goods

W
hen PM Modi in his 
address to the nation 
gave a clarion call 
for an “Atmanirbhar 

Bharat” two weeks ago, a cam-
paign  has been launched by sec-
tions of society against the prod-
ucts that we import from China 
with which India is currently en-
gaged in a stand-off along Line of 
Actual Control in LadakhSonam-
Wangchuk, engineer, innovator 
and the inspiration behind direc-
tor Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s popular 
Hindi film ‘Three Idiots’, took to so-
cial media to promote the boycott 
of all products ‘Made in China’.
Wangchuk’s video from Ladakh 
received over 20 lakh views in just 
two days but he went on to assert 
that these should be converted into 
something concrete that would bite 
the Chinese economy. The million-
dollar question that needs an im-
mediate answer is how practical 
is it to talk about insulating our-
selves from the influx of materials 
from this global trading giant?

Ground Realities
Trade figures suggest that In-

dia is the biggest importer of Chi-
nese consumer goods and India 
imports almost seven times more 
from China than it exports to it. 
India has a huge trade deficit with 
China and that is largest with any 
country. In 2018-19, India's exports 
to China were mere USD 16.7 bil-
lion, while imports were USD 70.3 
billion, leaving a trade deficit of 
USD 53.6 billion. It needs to be ac-
knowledged that China's exports 
to India account for only 2 per cent 
of its total exports, so even if Indi-
ans boycott all the goods imported 
from China, it will not make as big 
an impact on China as to bring it 
to its knees before India. Data 
also suggests that China is India’s 
largest trading partner, but the 
trade is heavily skewed in favour 
of China. Thus, initiating a  trade 
war when Indian manufacturing 
ability is limited, is not going to 
favour India. The range of goods 
that we import from China is mas-
sive: consumer durables such as 
electronic goods, smartphones, in-
dustrial goods, vehicles, solar cells, 
essential pharmaceutical products 
including tuberculosis and leprosy 
drugs, antibiotics, and many oth-
ers. This gives sheer insight into 
the volume of our dependence on  
Chinese products.

In 2017-18, almost 60 per cent 
of India’s import requirements of 
electrical and electronic equip-
ment were met by China. In our 
smartphone industry, out of the 
five best selling phone brands in 
India, four are Chinese viz Xiaomi, 
Vivo, Realme, and Oppo. These 
four brands combined dominate 
over 60% of the smartphone mar-
ket in India. On the other hand, 
the demand for 30 per cent of In-
dia's automobile components are 
met from China, and about 90 per 
cent of the country's toy market is 
occupied by the Chinese products. 
Similarly, 50 % of the demand in 
the country's bicycle market is met 
by imports in which China has a 
large share. Thus, some of the key 
sectors of the Indian economy are 
critically dependent on China.

Talking of Chinese invest-
ments in our tech space, invest-
ments have seen a massive spike 

in recent times. A report published 
by Gateway House, a think tank as-
sociated with the Indian Council 
on Global Relations, estimates $4 
billion of Chinese tech investment 
in Indian startups. The Alibaba 
Group alone has strategic invest-
ments in Big Basket ($250 million), 
Paytm.com ($400 million), Paytm 
Mall ($150 million), Zomato ($200 
million) and Snapdeal ($700 mil-
lion). Similarly, another Chinese 
group, Tencent Holdings has its 
investment in Indian firms like 
Byju’s ($50 million), Dream11 ($150 
million), Flipkart ($300 million), 
Hike Messenger ($150 million), Ola 
($500 million) and Swiggy ($500 
million). Additionally, these Chi-
nese firms are not the sole owner of 
these platforms, many Indian and 
non-Chinese investors hold a ma-
jority of the control in most of these 
companies, making it difficult to 
classify them as Chinese or non-
Chinese. These insights negate any 
immediate ideas of rhetorical boy-
cott calls without acknowledging 
the associated benefits India reaps 
from this relationship.

Trade data also goes on to dem-
onstrate that India exports less to 
China (mainly raw materials) and 
imports more (mainly electronics 
and other manufactured goods 
which are in high demand). Sta-
tistics reveal that India's pharma 
sector has a critical dependence 
on Chinese imports used in drug 
manufacturing. India’s potential 
to manufacture Hydroxychloro-
quine (HCQ) which was in great 
demand recently as a possible 
cure to COVID-19, greatly depends 
on the Active Pharmaceutical In-
gredients (APIs), or the raw mate-
rials used in the manufacture of 
these medicines or formulations. 
With China being one of the lead-
ing producers and sellers of APIs 
to the rest of the world, this raises 
an alarm for us before we start 
boycotting Chinese products.

Of course, China also aspires 
for having new markets for its 
manufactured goods, and India is 
one of those new markets where its 
electronic goods, especially smart-
phones, have found a large market. 
But, China can have also set its 
eyes on other emerging markets in 
other Asian countries and even in 
Africa. It is also trying to create a 
market for its goods in Europe.

One step at a time
The rhetorical calls of boy-

cott without working on logic will 
not buy us our tall claims of self-
reliance or Atmanirbhar Bharat, 

a pragmatic blueprint needs to 
be put in place. A mechanism of 
import substitution needs to be 
worked out by creating such prod-
uct alternatives which can compete 
both in quality and cost against the 
Chinese products. Low R&D expen-
diture, especially from the private 
sector, is a key challenge facing the 
innovation ecosystem in India. The 
latest R&D Statistics released by 
the National Science and Technol-
ogy Management Information Sys-
tem (NSTMIS) of the Department 
of Science and Technology (DST) 
show that while R&D expenditure 
in India tripled in the period from 
2004-05 to 2014-15, its size as a per-
centage of GDP remained at 0.7 per 
cent. This is very low compared to 
the 2 per cent and 1.2 per cent spent 
by China (for 2015) and Brazil (for 
2014) respectively. Countries like 
Israel spend as much as 4.3 per cent 
of their GDP on R&D This makes it 
imperative to think about resource 
allocation and invest in research 
and development which in turn 
will equip our industries with the 
requisite tech & skill to fight this 
trade battle.

Thirdly, the Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) regulations also 
need to be further liberalized. In-
dia receives only 25 per cent of the 
FDI that China gets and only 10 per 
cent of what the USA receives. An 
increase in the levels of FDI may 
provide the necessary nudge to our 
Industrial sector to surge towards 
better productivity and efficiency.

Way Ahead
Jingoism and hyper-national-

ism can never provide a solution 
to the problems that stare us in our 
face and hence efforts should be 
made to resolve regional disputes 
through dialogue and consultation. 
This makes it imperative to main-
tain close exchanges at the highest 
levels to iron out differences as and 
when they pop up. Increasing mu-
tual investments and encouraging 
Indian companies to participate 
in the China International Import 
Expo will strengthen the bonds of 
relations between these two eco-
nomic giants. We must acknowl-
edge that China has a strategic 
role to play in India’s growth and 
COVID-19 taught us that the effects 
of any battered economy affect us 
all collectively in a globalised era. 

The writer is a lawyer J&K 
High Court. He can be reached at 

Makhdoomi13@gmail.com

Basit amin makhdoomi

Jingoism and 
hyper-nationalism 

can never provide a 
solution to the 
problems that stare us 
in our face and hence 
efforts should be 
made to resolve 
regional disputes 
through dialogue and 
consultation
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Two Ways To Worry Less In Bad Times
Schedule time to worry. It sounds ridiculous on the surface. But it really works

W
orrying stems from a desire to 
be in control. We often want 
to control our environment 
or the outcome of every situa-

tion. But the more you try to control every-
thing around you, the more anxious you'll 
feel. It's a vicious cycle to break: worry, try 
to gain control, fail, worry again, repeat. 
Worrying about things you can't control - 
like the state of the economy or someone 
else's behaviour - will drain you of the 
mental strength you need to be your best. 
It can also lead to other toxic habits, like 
blaming yourself too much or microman-
aging other people. 

Fortunately, you don't have to resign 
yourself to being a lifelong "worry-wart." 
You can take control of your mind and 
train your brain to think differently. Here 
are two things you can do the next time 
you catch yourself worrying about things 
you can't control: 

Develop a realistic sense of control: 
Identify what is within your control and 
what isn't. For example, you can control 
how eye-catching your marketing ads are, 
but you can't control whether people buy 
your product. Additionally, you can give 
your employees the tools they need to suc-
ceed, but you can't force them to be produc-

tive. When you strike a healthy balance of 
control, you'll see that you can choose your 
own attitude and behaviour, but you can't 
control many external factors. 

So when you're faced with a problem or 
experiencing discomfort, ask yourself, "Is 
this a problem I can solve? Or do I need to 
change how I feel about the problem?" If it's 
within your control, tackle the problem. If 

it's out of your control, focus on changing 
your emotional state. Use healthy coping 
skills, like engaging in a hobby or practis-
ing meditation, to deal with the uncom-
fortable emotions that get stirred up when 
things are out of your control. 

Schedule time to worry: Most of the 
people who come into my therapy of-
fice looking for a solution on how to stop 

worrying want it fast and easy. But there 
isn't a magic trick or special pill that will 
make you stop worrying right away. There 
is a psychological trick, however, that 
can help you contain your worrying. The 
trick involves scheduling time to worry. 
It sounds ridiculous on the surface. But 
it really works. And there are studies to 
back it up. Set aside 15 minutes each day to 
worry. Mark it on your calendar, or add it 
to your schedule. Make it consistent if you 
can. Think something like, "I'll worry from 
7 to 7:15 p.m., every night." (You might 
not want to worry right before bedtime 
though. That might keep you up). When-
ever you catch yourself worrying outside 
of your time frame, remind yourself it's not 
time to worry and that you'll have plenty of 
time to think about those worries during 
your scheduled time. Once you arrive at 
your worry time, then worry all you want. 

Sit and think about all the worries that 
are outside of your control. You can even 
write them down if you prefer. Then, after 
15 minutes have passed, tell yourself it's 
time to get back to your everyday life.

-
 Psychology Today

Amy mori

So when you're faced 
with a problem or 

experiencing discomfort, ask 
yourself, "Is this a problem I can 
solve? Or do I need to change 
how I feel about the problem?" 
If it's within your control, tackle 
the problem. If it's out of your 
control, focus on changing your 
emotional state. Use healthy 
coping skills, like engaging in a 
hobby or practising meditation, 
to deal with the uncomfortable 
emotions that get stirred up 
when things are out of your 
control. 

Vantage Valley: Of Billboard Daughters, 
PRC Passage, and BJP’s ‘Ragda’

FAhAd Amin

S
OMEWHERE in Srinagar’s lifeless marketplace, a workless 
auto-driver has resorted to book reading in his largely halt-
ed three-wheeler these days.

If this is any sign of resilient life, then it’s equally 
springing from grassroots, where some specially-abled transport-
ers are coming out with a vegetable handcart to counter the lock-
down-induced destitution.

While a Karate girl of Sopore is trying to become a real life 
fighter by ‘taking drug mafia head on’, a family torn by the uncer-
tain Srinagar-Jammu highway is fighting hardships to shoulder 
the crippled life in pandemic.

Amid distress, the promise of life comes from trippers’ expedi-
tion, and elevation outings. Bicycle riders, anglers and gamers are 
part of this adventurous crowd.

While all this appears a usual symbolism of life in the lock-
down-laden valley, many events catch more eyeballs for their novel 
newsy nature.

Sheikh and Daughters

A random click by a roaming journalist in Srinagar has already 
brightened up the otherwise distrait cyberspace of Kashmir. The 
picture, for a change, shows daughters on the merchant’s glazing 
billboard in the heart of the city.

The shot was taken at Maisuma, the busy citadel of some reck-
oning traders of the valley, standing parallel to the city centre Lal 
Chowk.

What, for instance, used to be Farooq and Sons, has now become 
Javed Sheikh and Daughters for a welcome change.

As the photo made it online, it triggered a rousing reception, 
with everyone saluting the father for giving Kashmiri daughters’ 
their ‘long overdue’.

PRC Question

Raj Bhavan, it seems, means governance business, even as the 
Sino-India standoff has surpassed pandemic coverage for a change. 
It lately e-floated the domicile-procuring process after schooling 
Tehsildars, the certificate issuing-authority, in some workshops.

What’s amazing people is the “pressing resolve” for the matter 
at a time when successive lockdowns have badly dented the normal 
life in the erstwhile state.

As natives are now supposed to produce PRC or what many call 
the “dead document” called State Subject for becoming domiciles 
in their own homeland, many are exhorting the administration to 
consider the perished paper as an alternative for the new resident-
ship criteria.

The demand is being raised to avoid pestering public queues for 
proving one’s identity as a Kashmiri.

Throwback 2010
What became a defiant huddle and street chant some de-

cade back has now bounced back to life after finding some un-
canny takers.

BJP’s foot-soldiers lately came out in loose numbers against the 
dragon’s storm-trooping of the cold desert.

But unlike their Bengali colleagues who ended up burning 
North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un’s effigy in a fit of rage, the 
Kashmiri right-wingers made no mistake while blazing effigies of 
Chinese premier Xi Jinping in many Kashmir towns.

With flames and kicks, came the frenzied fury, “Ragdo, Ragdo, 
China Ragdo!”

Last time, it was Kashmir’s grand old party, National Confer-
ence chanting, “Ragda Ragda, BJP Ragda” in Srinagar’s trade 
heartland, Lal Chowk.

It was 2015, when NC’s rank and file led by Omar Abdullah 
came out to raise the familiar pitch he faced back in 2010. Omar’s 
controversial government heavily crushed the street huddle—rec-
reating the 1857-circa lyrical demand.

With BJP now, the classic defiant anthem has only come of 
rage, if not age!

In an otherwise dynamic news mill of the valley, not every event 
makes it to print or web. This is where the role of Kashmir Observer’s Vantage 

Valley section comes, where sidelined news find a creative lease of life.
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A wide-spanning study 
involving more than 
650 children revealed 
insight into improving 

fine art education for children. 
The study advocates that intro-
ducing new materials into chil-
dren’s fine art education may 
produce clear beneficial results.

Do different painting materi-
als affect the creation of chil-
dren’s paintings? How might 
we increase children’s focus and 
motivation to learn, while also 
improving their creativity? --are 

some of the questions research-
ers at the Japan Advanced Insti-
tute of Science and Technology 
(JAIST) delved into for the recent 
study. The results of the study 
were published in the journal of 
Social Sciences.

Through various genres, 
styles, and even periods of art, 
media used to create paintings 
varies greatly. Delicate materi-
als, such as crepe paper or fine 
brushes, tend to be the materi-
als of choice when artists wish 
to produce a painting with fine 
details. Rough materials, on 
the other hand, tend to result 

in rougher, more abstract lines. 
A complex and subtle interplay 
of the combinations of these 
materials allows for more var-
ied and nuanced expressions, 
as well.

Researchers Lan Yu and Yu-
kari Nagai confirm that chil-
dren tend to use relatively 
few materials when painting, 
most of which are best-suited 
to representing fine detail, 
such as watercolour pens and 
coloured pencils. These finely 
detailed implements may be 
the ones chosen for the pri-
mary school classroom due to 

reasons of convenience, cost, 
and clean up. Nevertheless, 
these types of materials are 
most commonly used in realis-
tic, detailed styles of art - and 
indeed, children who use these 
materials do tend to work in 
such styles of artwork.

Children don’t mix media 
often, and the results of this 
study indicate that children 
feel that it is difficult to do so. 
When they do mix media, it 
tends to result in uneven line 
thicknesses and colour, lead-
ing to a final product worse 
than they had hoped.

However, despite the com-
placency that children and 
indeed teachers may feel 
with their comfortable and 
convenient painting materi-
als, limiting the media used 
for creating artwork seems to 
result in disinterest, and robs 
children of the opportunity for 
growth. This study raises con-
cerns that using the same tools 
that painting students have 
always used, or avoiding com-
bining tools with which they 
are familiar, may not produce 
the best results. Luckily, the 
young learners in this study 

displayed positive attitudes 
toward trying new materials, 
indicating that teaching tech-
niques involving new materi-
als would likely be accepted. 
In fact, introducing new ma-
terials into children’s fine art 
education may produce clear 
beneficial results.

The researchers make clear 
recommendations to educators 
involved in fine art for children. 
According to the study, the in-
troduction of new materials 
would expand children’s reper-
toires and could allow them not 
only to improve the visual ef-

fects of their paintings but even 
to expand their creative con-
sciousness. The process of mix-
ing different painting materials 
expands children’s creativity, 
and can also improve their mo-
tivation, resulting in increased 
ability to maintain attention 
on learning, a skill crucial both 
inside and outside the primary 
school classroom. Finally, chil-
dren should be instructed not 
only in the application and use 
of new media but also how to 
manage object proportion us-
ing adaptive training exercises 
with multiple materials.

Introducing New Materials Into Children’s Fine 
Art Education May Expand Their Creativity: Study

Study Says Herd Immunity Threshold 
Could Be Lower Than Previously Thought

Press Trust Of India

LONDON- Herd immunity to 
COVID-19, which happens when 
so many people in a community 
become immune to the disease 
that it stops spreading, could be 
achieved with fewer people be-
ing infected than previously esti-
mated, according to a new study.

Scientists, including those from 
the University of Nottingham in 
the UK, noted that herd immu-
nity develops when individuals 
contracting the disease build up 
natural immunity, and by people 
receiving a vaccine.

They explained that when a 
large percentage of the popula-
tion becomes immune to a dis-
ease, the spread of the disease 
slows down or stops and the 
chain of transmission is broken.

In the current study, published 
in the journal Science, the re-
searchers devised a mathemati-
cal model categorising people 
into groups reflecting age and 
social activity level to determine 
the threshold of the population 
that needed to be immune for 

herd immunity to develop.
When they factored in differ-

ences in age and social activity 
in the model, they found that the 
herd immunity level reduced 
from 60 to 43 per cent.

The 43 per cent figure, accord-
ing to the scientists, should be in-
terpreted as an illustration rather 
than an exact value, or even a 
best estimate.

For Covid-19, they said herd 
immunity is often stated as 

around 60 per cent, a figure de-
rived from the fraction of the 
population that must be vacci-
nated in advance of an epidemic 
to prevent a large outbreak.

This figure assumes that each 
individual in the population is 
equally likely to be vaccinated, 
and hence immune, the scientists 
explained.

However, they said this is not 
the case if immunity arises as a 
result of disease spreading in a 

population consisting of people 
with many different behaviours.

"By taking this new math-
ematical approach to estimating 
the level for herd immunity to 
be achieved we found it could 
potentially be reduced to 43 per 
cent and that this reduction is 
mainly due to activity level rath-
er than age structure," explained 
study co-author Frank Ball from 
the University of Nottingham.

According to the scientists, the 
more socially active individuals 
are, the more likely they are to 
get infected, than the less socially 
active ones -- and they are also 
more likely to infect people if 
they become infected.

The researchers said the herd 
immunity level is lower when 
immunity is caused by disease 
spreading than when immunity 
comes from vaccination.

They believe that the findings 
have potential consequences for 
the release of lockdown mea-
sures across the world, and sug-
gested that individual variation is 
an important feature to include 
in models that guide policy.

Here’s Why Depressed Mothers Should 
Seek Help Sooner

Agencies

There is a higher risk of be-
havioural problems and 
poor development with 

the babies of mothers who suf-
fer from long-term depression, 
suggest the findings of a study 
that analysed depression levels 
in 892 mothers and the devel-
opment and behaviour of 978 
children.

The research was led by Uni-
versity of Queensland research-
ers who used data from the 
Australian Longitudinal Study 
on Women’s Health, in the study 
published in the Journal of Paedi-
atric and Perinatal Epidemiology.

They compared maternal de-
pression before, during and af-
ter pregnancy, and found dura-
tion was more influential than 
timing.

Researcher Dr Katrina Moss 
said the study found one in five 
women experienced depres-
sion once, while 11 per cent 
experienced a reoccurrence. 
“The longer a mother suffered 
maternal depression, the worse 
the outcomes for the child,” Dr 

Moss said.
“Mothers may worry that if 

they’ve been depressed during 
pregnancy then it’s too late to 
do anything about it, but re-
ducing depressive symptoms at 
any stage is better for them and 
their children.

“The earlier we can effective-
ly detect and treat maternal de-
pression, the better our chances 
of improving outcomes.” Dr 
Moss suggested screening for 
depression could start when 
couples begin planning a preg-

nancy, and continue through 
the perinatal period and early 
childhood.

“Maternal depression is a 
significant challenge for wom-
en, families and communi-
ties, and we need to look after 
women better at key times in 
their lives,” she said. Dr Moss 
said women experiencing de-
pression should visit their GP 
and use supportive parent 
resources from organisations 
such as PANDA or the Gidget 
Foundation.

‘Smokers Good At Math Are More Likely To Want To Quit’
Agencies

For smokers who are better 
at maths, the decision to 
quit just adds up, suggests 

a new study.
Researchers found that smok-

ers who scored higher on a test 
of math ability were more likely 
than others to say they intended 
to quit smoking. The study was 
published online recently in the 
journal Health Psychology.

The reason: They had a better 
memory for numbers related 
to smoking risk, which led to 
perceiving a greater risk from 
smoking and then a greater in-
tention to quit.

“People who had better math 
skills remembered more of the 

scary numbers about smoking 
risks that we gave them, and that 
made a difference,” said Brittany 
Shoots-Reinhard, lead author of 
the study and research assistant 
professor in psychology at The 
Ohio State University.

This study is one of the few 
to link the ability to work with 
math - called numeracy - with 
smoking, Shoots-Reinhard said.

“These results may help ex-
plain why many studies find 
that smokers who are more 
educated are more likely to suc-
cessfully quit,” she said.

The research involved 696 adult 
smokers in the United States who 
participated online. At the begin-
ning of the session, participants 
were given a short, standardized 

test measuring numeracy.
Participants were then 

shown eight different cigarette 
warning labels, four times each. 
The warning labels had vari-
ous images, such as a cartoon 
gravestone or a photo of a dam-
aged lung.

Each label also included a 
congressionally mandated text 
warning (such as “Smoking can 
kill you”) paired with risk prob-
ability information for smokers 
and non-smokers. For example, 
“75.4 percent of smokers will die 
before the age of 85, compared to 
53.7 percent of non-smokers.”

At various points, partici-
pants were asked to rate their 
emotional reactions to each la-
bel, the credibility of each label 

and the personal relevance of 
each label.

Either immediately after the 
experiment or six weeks later, 
the participants answered a 
variety of questions designed 
to see how much they remem-
bered of the risk information 
they were given. They were 
also asked questions gauging 
their perception of how high 
their risk was related to smok-
ing and to rate how likely 
they thought they 
were to quit 
s m o k-

ing in 
the next 30 

d a y s or the next year.

Although it wasn’t the focus of 
this study, the findings confirmed 
earlier research suggesting that 
memory for high-emotion warn-
ing labels (those that had graphic 
images like a diseased lung) was 
lower immediately after the 
experiment than memory 
for the low-emotion 
warning la-
b e l s 

( t h o s e 
with graphics 

like the cartoon grave-
stone).

However, memory for the 
graphic labels declined less for 
those tested six weeks later 
than for those shown the less 

graphic images.
But over and above the ef-

fects of the images, participants 
who scored higher in numeracy 
tended to have b e t t e r 
memo- ry for the 

risks in-
volve d 
in smok-

ing, including 
the statistics. And 

this was linked to higher 
risk perceptions and intentions 
to quit.

The results suggest that 
health officials and policymak-
ers should evaluate how they 
present risk information to 
smokers, Shoots-Reinhard said.

“Smokers who are less nu-
merate tend to have a very su-

perficial knowledge about the 
health risks of their habit,” she 
said.

“What we saw here is that 
people who better understood 
numbers had a better under-
standing of the risks. We need 
to find a way to communicate 
that to people who aren’t as nu-
merate.”

Shoots-Reinhard recom-
mended the use of simple in-
fographics and similar devices 
to help less numerate smokers 
better understand the risks.

“We want people to under-
stand the risk information in 
order to make more informed 
decisions. Our results suggest 
that may help them make the 
decision to quit,” she said.
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The Arctic Is On Fire And A Record Rise In 
Temperatures Has Climate Scientists Worried
Agencies

London: The Arctic is feverish and 
on fire — at least parts of it are. 
And that’s got scientists worried 
about what it means for the rest of 
the world.

The thermometer hit a likely 
record of 38C in the Russian Arctic 
town of Verkhoyansk on Saturday, 
a temperature that would be a fe-
ver for a person — but this is Sibe-
ria, known for being frozen.

The World Meteorological 
Organisation said on Tuesday it’s 
looking to verify the temperature 
reading, which would be unprec-
edented for the region north of the 
Arctic Circle.

“The Arctic is figuratively 
and literally on fire,” University 
of Michigan environmental school 
dean Jonathan Overpeck, a cli-
mate scientist, said in an email.

“It’s warming much faster 
than we thought it would in re-
sponse to rising levels of carbon di-
oxide and other greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere, and this warm-
ing is leading to a rapid meltdown 
and increase in wildfires.

“The record warming in Si-
beria is a warning sign of major 
proportions.”

Much of Siberia had high tem-
peratures this year that were be-
yond unseasonably warm.

From January through May, 
the average temperature in north-
central Siberia has been about 
eight degrees above average, ac-
cording to the climate science non-

profit Berkeley Earth.
“That’s much, much warmer 

than it’s ever been over that region 
in that period of time,” Berkeley 
Earth climate scientist Zeke Haus-
father said.

Siberia is in the Guinness 
Book of World Records for its ex-
treme temperatures. It’s a place 
where the thermometer has swung 
106C, from a low of minus 68C to 
now 38C.

For residents of the Sakha 
Republic in the Russian Arctic, a 
heat wave is not necessarily a bad 
thing. Vasilisa Ivanova spent ev-
ery day this week with her family 
swimming and sunbathing.

“We spend the entire day on 
the shore of the Lena River,” said 
Ivanova, who lives in the village 
of Zhigansk, 430 kilometres from 
where the heat record was set.

In this handout photo pro-
vided by Olga Burtseva, children 
play in the Krugloe lake outside 
Verkhoyansk, the Sakha Republic, 
about 4660 kilometers (2900 miles) 
northeast of Moscow, Russia, Sun-
day, June 21, 2020. 

“We’ve been coming every 
day since Monday.” But for scien-
tists, “alarm bells should be ring-
ing,” Overpeck wrote.

Such prolonged Siberian 
warmth hasn’t been seen for thou-
sands of years “and it is another 
sign that the Arctic amplifies 
global warming even more than 
we thought,” Overpeck said.

Russia’s Arctic regions are 
among the fastest warming areas 

in the world.
The temperature on Earth 

over the past few decades has been 
growing, on average, by 0.18C ev-
ery 10 years.

But, in Russia it increases by 
0.47C — and in the Russian Arctic, 
by 0.69C every decade, said Andrei 
Kiselyov, the lead scientist at the 
Moscow-based Voeikov Main Geo-
physical Observatory.

“In that respect, we’re ahead 
of the whole planet,” Kiselyov said.

The increasing temperatures 
in Siberia have been linked to pro-
longed wildfires that grow more 
severe every year and the thaw-
ing of the permafrost — a huge 
problem because buildings and 
pipelines are built on them, said 
Vladimir Romanovsky, who stud-
ies permafrost at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.

Thawing permafrost also 
releases more heat-trapping gas 
and dries out the soil, which in-
creases wildfires.

“In this case it’s even more 
serious, because the previous 
winter was unusually warm,” Ro-
manovsky said.

The permafrost thaws, ice 
melts, the soil subsides and then 
it can trigger a feedback loop that 
worsens permafrost thawing and 
“cold winters can’t stop it,” Ro-
manovsky said.

A catastrophic oil spill from 
a collapsed storage tank last 
month near the Arctic city of 
Norilsk was partly blamed on 
melting permafrost.

Early face mask adoption 
helped 42 countries avoid 
coronavirus mayhem: Study
Agencies

Hong Kong:   You see billions of 
people around the world wearing 
face masks to avoid Covid-19, but 
did you realise that countries like 
Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan 
and China and some other South-
East Asian countries controlled 
the coronavirus from creating a 
mayhem the way it has done in the 
US, Brazil and now in India?

The credit to a great extent 
goes to an early interest and adop-

tion of face masks, which is consid-
ered a hygiene etiquette in several 
countries, report researchers.

The team from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong shared 
findings from their analysis of 
how public interest in face masks 
may have affected the severity of 
Covid-19 epidemics and, poten-
tially, contained the outbreak in 42 
countries on six continents.

In “Covid-19 and Public 
Interest in Face Mask Use”, 
researchers from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong shared 
findings from their analysis of 
how public interest in face masks 
may have affected the severity 
of Covid-19 epidemics and poten-
tially contained the outbreak in 
42 countries in 6 continents.

“In many Asian countries 
like China and Japan, the use of 
face masks in this pandemic is 

ubiquitous and is considered as 
a hygiene etiquette, whereas in 
many western countries, its use 
in the public is less common,” the 
researchers documented in the 
American Journal of Respiratory 
and Critical Care Medicine.

There was a clear negative 
correlation between the awareness 
or general acceptance of wearing a 
face mask and its infection rates.

“One classic example is seen 
in Hong Kong. Despite [Hong 
Kong’s] proximity to mainland 

China, its infection rate of Cov-
id-19 is generally modest with only 
1,110 cases to-date. This correlates 
with an almost ubiquitous use of 
face masks in the city (up to 98.8 
percent by respondents in a sur-
vey),” said Sunny Wong, associate 
professor at the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong.

Similar patterns are seen in 
other Asian areas, such as Taiwan, 
Thailand and Malaysia.

To date, there are more than 
two million cases in the US and 
more than one million cases in 
Brazil, with India fast reaching to-
wards half a million cases.

While the authors acknowl-
edge that face masks are seen as 
important in slowing the rise of 
Covid-19 infections, it is difficult 
to assess whether it is more effec-
tive than hand washing or social 
distancing alone.

Agencies

Washington: US ice-cream giant 
Ben & Jerry’s said it will stop buy-
ing advertising space on Facebook, 
joining a growing list of prominent 
brands boycotting the social net-
work over its perceived failure to 
crack down on hate speech and in-
citements to violence. 

“As of July 1st we will pause 
all paid advertising on Facebook 
and Instagram in the United 
States,” the Vermont-based confec-
tioner said Tuesday.

The company added it was 
also joining the “Stop the Hate for 
Profit” initiative supported by the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and other rights groups.

“We call on Facebook, Inc. to 
take the clear and unequivocal ac-
tions called for by the campaign to 
stop its platform from being used 
to spread and amplify racism and 
hate,” Ben & Jerry’s said.

It is the latest company to 
pledge to halt ad spending on Face-
book over concerns hate speech 
and incitement to violence are not 
being moderated on the platform.

Sporting goods maker Pata-
gonia added its name to the list 
Sunday, joining rivals North Face 
and REI and the freelance staffing 
agency Upwork.

The #StopHateForProfit cam-
paign comes as Facebook faces 
growing pressure over its hands-
off approach to misinformation 
and inflammatory posts, including 
from US President Donald Trump.

The social media company 
made an estimated $70 billion annu-
ally from ads, the coalition claimed 
in a statement on the ADL website.

The campaign has criticized 
Zuckerberg’s decision to not moder-
ate the US president, after the CEO 
again defended his decision not to 
limit Trump’s often controversial, 
incendiary and inaccurate posts.

Twitter’s decision in May to 
hide one of Trump’s tweets for “glo-
rifying violence” exposed turmoil 
at Facebook, with employees rebel-
ling against Zuckerberg’s refusal 
to sanction false or inflammatory 
posts by the president. Facebook 
last week said it removed ads by 
Trump’s re-election campaign that 
contained a symbol used in Nazi 
Germany for political prisoners, a 
move welcomed by rights activists.

Indonesian fishermen discover 
94 Rohingya adrift at sea
Agencies

Banda Ache : Indonesian fishermen discovered 94 hungry, weak Ro-
hingya Muslims on a wooden boat adrift off Indonesia’s northernmost 
province of Aceh, an official said Wednesday.

The people were found by three fishermen late Monday on the 
rickety boat about 6 kilometres (4 miles) off the coast, local police chief 
Muhammad Jamil said.

He said the group of Rohingya cried out for help and jumped onto 
the fishermen’s boat, but its engine also stopped working on the way to 
shore. They remained on the boat on Wednesday awaiting a decision 
by the local government whether to accept them.

“We are still waiting for further instructions on what we should 
do with them,” Jamil said. He said authorities provided them with 
food and water and villagers donated clothes.

The 49 women, 15 men and 30 children were weak from hunger 
and dehydration after a two-week voyage, Jamil said.

He said it wasn’t clear where the group was travelling from or 
where it was headed because none could speak English or Malay.

In April, Malaysia denied entry to a boat carrying about 200 Ro-
hingya due to coronavirus fears.

Rights activists are fearful that large numbers of Rohingya, a per-
secuted Muslim minority from mainly Buddhist Myanmar, may be 
trapped on boats at sea. Reports say they are fleeing ongoing persecu-
tion in Myanmar and hardship in refugee camps in Bangladesh where 
many have fled.

More than 700,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar since August 
2017, when the military launched a clearance operation in response 
to attacks by a rebel group. Security forces have been accused of mass 
rapes, killings and the burning of thousands of homes.

Authorities in Myanmar say the Rohingya migrated illegally 
from Bangladesh, even though many families have lived in Myanmar 
for decades. Nearly all have been denied citizenship since 1982, effec-
tively rendering them stateless. They are also denied freedom of move-
ment and other rights including education. AP

Over 1,000 EU lawmakers endorse letter 
demanding halt to Israel’s annexation plan
Agencies

Jerusalem: More than 1,000 
European lawmakers from 25 
countries urged their leaders 
on Wednesday to step in and 
stop Israel’s planned annexa-
tion of parts of the occupied 
West Bank.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu intends 
to kick-start the process next 
week, after clinching a coali-
tion deal with his former elec-
tion rival last month.

In a letter published in 
newspapers and sent to Europe-
an foreign ministers, the 1,080 
parliamentarians said they 
were “deeply worried about the 
precedent this would set for in-
ternational relations”.

“Such a move will be fatal 

to the prospects of Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace,” added the letter.

“Regrettably, US President 
(Donald) Trump’s plan departs 
from internationally agreed 
parameters and principles.”

The letter referred to the 
US leader three times but 
made no direct mention of Ne-
tanyahu, who must still decide 
how much territory he intends 
to annex.

“In appreciation of Eu-
rope’s long term commitments 
to the peaceful resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we 
ask European leaders to act de-
cisively in response to this chal-
lenge,” the lawmakers said.

“Europe must take the lead 
in bringing international ac-
tors together to prevent annex-

ation.” The European Union 
has been seeking to persuade 
Israel to back down and is 
weighing retaliatory measures 
as a response if Netanyahu 
goes ahead.

However, mooted sanc-
tions would require the agree-
ment of all 27 member states.

Most of the signatories 
of the MPs’ letter were mem-
bers of left-leaning parties and 
nearly a quarter came from 
Britain — which left the EU 
in January — including the 
Labour party’s foreign affairs 
spokeswoman Lisa Nandy.

Britain’s main opposi-
tion party is trying to recover 
from years of controversy 
over alleged anti-Semitism 
within its ranks.

Agencies

WASHINGTON: US President Don-
ald Trump will prolong a ban on US 
employment permits to year-end 
and broaden it to include H-1B visas 
used widely in the tech industry, the 
White House said on Monday.

A senior administration of-
ficial told journalists the move 
would affect 525,000 jobs in the US, 

which is currently reeling from a 
high unemployment rate caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Trump had repeatedly touted a 
strong economy, but now finds him-
self desperate for a political boost 
ahead of the November election.

The executive order, signed 
on Monday afternoon, will extend 
and widen the 60-day freeze Trump 
placed on new work permits for 
non-US citizens two months ago.

The administration official 
said the new order would extend 
to the end of 2020 and include H-1B 
visas provided to 85,000 workers 
each year with special skills, many 
of them joining the US technology 
industry. It will also cover most J 
visas, common for academics and 
researchers, and L visas used by 
companies to shift workers based 
overseas to their US offices.

Google CEO Sundar Pichai — 
whose company has been a leading 
beneficiary of the H1-B visa system 
— said he was “disappointed” by 
the announcement.

“Immigration has contributed 
immensely to America’s economic 

success, making it a global leader 
in tech,” he wrote on Twitter.

The move comes as Trump 
feuds with Silicon Valley after 
tech titans Twitter and Snapchat 
censored or hid posts by the presi-
dent they claimed incited violence 
or were misleading.

Last month Trump signed an 
order seeking to strip social media 
giants of legal immunity for con-

tent on their platforms in a move 
slammed by his critics as a legally 
dubious act of political revenge.

The official said the order was 
necessary to respond to soaring un-
employment that resulted from the 
Covid-19 shutdown. The official also 
stressed the H-1B visa freeze was 
temporary while the programme is 
restructured, shifting from an annu-
al lottery that feeds coders and other 
specialists to Silicon Valley to a sys-
tem that gives priority to those for-
eign workers with the most value.

Trump “is going to prioritise 
those workers who are offered the 
highest wages,” as an indicator 
that they can add more value to 
the US economy, the official said.

“It will eliminate competi-
tion with Americans... in these 
industries at the entry level, and 
will do more to get the best and the 
brightest.” The move also freezes 
most H-2B visas — used each year 
for about 66,000 short-term, low-
skilled jobs in landscaping, food 
and hospitality industries — and 
H-4 visas, which allow spouses of 
other visa holders to work.

n e w s  m a k e r s

‘Pilots were discussing coronavirus 
when PIA plane crashed’

T
he domestic flight from 
Lahore to Karachi 
crashed on May 22, kill-
ing 97 people

The pilots of the Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA) 
plane that crashed last month 
were not focussed and they were 
discussing coronavirus during 
the flight, the country’s avia-
tion minister told Parliament 
on Wednesday as he pointed out 
their “overconfidence and lack 
of concentration” as some of 
the reasons for the tragedy that 
killed 97 people on board.  

The domestic flight from 
Lahore to Karachi crashed in a 
residential area near the Jinnah 
International Airport in Karachi 
on May 22.

The Airbus A320 aircraft 
of the national carrier had 91 
passengers and a crew of eight 
when it crashed into the Jinnah 
Garden area near Model Colony 

in Malir on Friday, minutes be-
fore its landing. One girl died 
on the ground after suffering 
burn injuries.

Two passengers miraculous-
ly survived the crash.

Federal Minister for Avia-
tion Ghulam Sarwar Khan pre-
sented the interim investigation 
report on the PIA plane crash in 
the National Assembly, saying 

that the pilots were not focused 
and their lack of concentration 
had caused the crash.

Human error by the pilots 
and air traffic control caused the 
crash of the Pakistan Internation-
al Airlines (PIA) plane, he said.

The minister said that the pi-
lots had ignored the instructions 
of the air traffic control on the 
height of the aircraft.

Foundation stone for Islamabad’s 
first Hindu temple laid

I
slamabad: Pakistan has started 
the construction process of a Rs 
10 crore Hindu temple—the first 
in Islamabad.
The Krishna temple will come 

up in a 20,000 sq ft plot at the capi-
tal’s H-9 area. The groundbreaking 
ceremony for the temple was per-
formed by Parliamentary Secre-
tary on Human Rights Lal Chand 
Malhi on Tuesday.

Addressing the gathering, Mal-
hi said there were several pre-1947 
era temple structures in Islamabad 
and its adjoining areas, including 
one at Saidpur village and at the hill 
point overlooking the Korang river 
near Rawal lake. However, they 
have been abandoned and not used. 

The Hindu population in Islam-
abad has increased significantly in 
the last two decades and, therefore, 
the temple was necessary, the Dawn 
News quoted Malhi as saying.

He also rued the lack of cremato-
rium in Islamabad for the minority 

community. Religious Affairs Min-
ister Pir Noorul Haq Qadri said the 
government will bear the cost of the 
construction, currently estimated at 
Rs 10 crore, the report said.

Citing a senior official of the 
ministry, it said the minister has 
already taken up the matter of spe-
cial grant for the temple with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 

The Islamabad Hindu Panchay-
at has named the temple as Shri 
Krishna Mandir.

The plot for the temple was al-
lotted to the Hindu Panchayat by 
the Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) in 2017. However, the 
construction work was delayed 
due to some formalities, including 
the approval of the site map and 
documents from the CDA and oth-
er relevant authorities. The temple 
complex will also have a cremation 
site, apart from the space for sepa-
rate structures for other religious 
rites. PTI

Trump to extend US work 
visa freeze to year-end

researchers look out from the Finnish icebreaker msV nordica as the sun sets over sea ice 
floating on the Victoria strait along the northwest Passage in the Canadian arctic. (aP/aaP)

Trump Calls 
Coronavirus Kung Flu

U
S President Donald Trump believes 
that China is responsible for the 
spread of deadly coronavirus that has 
killed more than 4.56 lakh people glob-

ally and over 1.22 lakh in the US, his spokesper-
son has said.

The president never regrets putting the 
onus back on China -- pointing out that China is 
responsible for this and, in the process, standing 
up for US troops who are being blamed by China 
in a campaign of misinformation, White House 
Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany told report-
ers at a news conference on Monday.

She was responding to a series of questions 
on the use of term Kung flu by Trump during his 
Tulsa rally last week, which many believe as a 
racist comment. Asked why Trump used the 
phrase, she said: The president doesn’t (use rac-
ist phrases). What the president does do is point 
to the fact that the origin of the virus is China.

It’s a fair thing to point out as China tries 
to ridiculously rewrite history, ridiculously 
blame the coronavirus on American soldiers. 
This is what China is trying to do. And President 
Trump is saying, No, China, I will label this vi-
rus for its place of origin’, she said.
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Over 73.5 Lakh Samples 
Tested For Covid-19 In 
India Till June 23: ICMR

Over 73.5 lakh samples 
have been tested for 
Covid-19 till June 

23, of which 2.15 lakh were 
examined on Tuesday, the 
highest in a day since the 
beginning of the pandem-
ic, ICMR officials said on 
Wednesday.

The apex health research 
body on Tuesday validated 
the 1,000th testing laborato-
ry, ramping up the capacity 
for detection of Covid-19 in 
the country. Currently, three 
lakh samples can be tested 
per day, an official said.

“A cumulative total of 
73,52,911 samples have 
been tested up to June 23, 
with 2,15,195 samples be-
ing tested on Tuesday,” the 
ICMR said.

Of the 1,000 Covid-19 
testing laboratories, 730 are 
in government setups while 
270 are in the private sec-
tor. This includes RT-PCR 
labs (557), TrueNat Labs 
(363) and CBNAAT Labs 
(80).  “However, in spite of 
these developments, ac-
cess to testing still remains 

a huge challenge in a large 
country like India. There is a 
definite need to increase the 
outreach of testing by intro-
ducing rapid point of care 
diagnostic tests,” the ICMR 
noted in its advisory issued 
on Tuesday.

Also, there is value in 
conducting serosurvey with 
IgG-based antibody tests in 
certain situations, it said.

In view of this, it is now 
suggested to include ad-
ditional testing methods to 
improve access and avail-
ability of testing in various 
parts of the country, the 
health research body said.

The real-time RT-PCR is the 

gold standard test for detect-
ing cases of Covid-19 and the 
average time taken is around 
4-5 hours from receipt of 
sample to getting the result.

“The advantage of this 
platform lies in its accuracy 
of detection as well as abil-
ity to run up to 90 samples 
in a single run. In view of the 
requirement of a specialised 
laboratory setup, this test 
cannot be performed at every 
district-level lab which does 
not have molecular virology 
facilities,” the ICMR said.

The TrueNat and the CB-
NAAT systems have also been 
deployed for diagnosis of Co-
vid-19 in view of availability 
of customised cartridges.

These platforms have wide-
spread availability even at dis-
trict and primary health centre 
levels as these are widely used 
for diagnosis of tuberculosis 
and other infectious diseases. 
These platforms have a quick 
turnaround time (30-60 min-
utes) but only one-four samples 
can be tested in one run, limit-
ing the maximum number that 
can be tested to 24-48 samples 

per day only, the ICMR said.
The ICMR recently also 

approved the use of rapid-
antigen test for coronavirus 
infection that gives results 
in 30 minutes.

It has recommended de-
ployment of rapid antigen 
detection test for Covid-19  in 
combination with the RT-PCR 
test in all containment zones, 
central and state government 
medical colleges and govern-
ment hospitals, private hospi-
tals approved by the National 
Accreditation Board for Hos-
pitals and Healthcare (NABH), 
and all NABL-accredited and 
ICMR-approved private labs 
for Covid-19 testing.

India Not War-Monger 
But Will Not Settle For 
'Peace Of Graveyard' 
Ram Madhav
NEW DELHI: The border 
conflict with China is partly 
due to India's assertion of 
"ownership" of its territory, 
BJP general secretary Ram 
Madhav said on Wednesday, 
holding that the analysis 
that China's recent aggres-
sion is meant to tell US pres-
ident Donald Trump that 
it can do anything with its 
close ally is "valid".

Participating in an in-
teractive session on the 
'India-China border issue' 
organised by RSS-affiliated 
weekly Panchjanya, he said 
India is not war-monger but 
will not settle for "peace of 
the graveyard".

"We want peace but we 
don't want peace of the 
graveyard, we want peace 
with self-respect," he said.

The neighbouring country 
has long followed a strategy 
of nibbling away into Indian 
territory, Madhav said, add-
ing that earlier governments 
often did not assert the 
country's claim over the ter-
ritory that India believed to 
be on its side of the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC).

"Now we are insisting on 
our ownership of the LAC as 
we perceive. We insist on our 
claims on the ground. This 
has been our policy. We are 
not letting them get away 
with construction in areas 
which we believe to be our 
territory. Now we do not turn 
around. We confront and 
push back," he said, speaking 
of the assertive policy of the 
Modi government.

China has border prob-
lems with 13-14 countries, 
and it believes in gaining 
territory with an element of 
"deception" while without 
waging a war, Madhav said.

In case of peace-loving In-

dia, he said, China used to take 
advantage that the LAC is not 
demarcated and "we used to 
give them benefit of doubt".

Policy of China is to con-
tinue to encroaching terri-
tory without waging wars, 
Madhav said, adding since 
India by nature is peace lov-
ing it only gets restless when 
violence occurs.

"After openly encroaching 
our territory from 1947 to 
1962, what China continues 
to do gradually is nibble in 
our territory and gradually in 
systematic manner little by 
little took away Indian ter-
ritory," he said, adding that 
now the government asserts 
India's claim over its territory.

It is the policy of Modi 2.0 
to fight for every inch of In-
dia's land, he said.

He noted that there was 
an analysis in 1962 that Chi-
na wanted to teach the USSR 
a lesson.

"Someone may today con-
clude why China is behaving 
like this because it wanted 
to tell President Trump that 
we call do anything to India, 
your close ally, close friend, 
and you cannot do anything. 
All these analyses are very 
valid," he said.

priority is to engage China 
proactively militarily and 
diplomatically to ensure 
that recent violent incidents 
are not repeated.

Equally important priority 
will be to assert its right over 
the last inch of its land, he said.

Madhav said unlike other 
countries, God gave India ev-
erything but also gave neigh-
bours like Pakistan and China 
and then took a dig at the Con-
gress to add that God also gave 
an opposition like it when the 
country got Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the helm.

Diesel Now Costlier Than 
Petrol In Delhi, Fuel Price 
Hiked For 18Th Day

NEW DELHI: For the first 
time, diesel price has sur-
passed the petrol as fuel 
rate hiked for the 18th day 
in a row. The diesel price on 
Wednesday was hiked by 
48 paise while petrol prices 
witnessed no increase after 
17 daily hikes.

In Delhi, the price of die-
sel was increased to Rs 79.88 
per litre with effect from 6 
am, from Rs 79.40 per litre, 
and the rate of petrol was 
left unchanged at Rs 79.76 
per litre, according to no-
tifications from state-run 
Indian Oil Corporation, the 
country's largest fuel retailer

In the 18-day period, the 
price of petrol has been in-
creased by a cumulative Rs 
9.41 per litre in the national 
capital, and diesel by Rs 9.58 
per litre.

Rates have been increased 
across the country and vary 
from state to state depend-
ing on the incidence of local 
sales tax or value added tax.

The 18th daily increase in 
rates, since oil companies 
on June 7 restarted revising 
prices in line with costs after 
ending an 82-day hiatus in 
rate revision, has taken diesel 
prices to fresh highs. Petrol 
price too is at a two-year high.

BJP Chief Tears Into 
'Rejected, Ejected' 
Nehru-Gandhi Family

In a stinging attack on the 
Nehru-Gandhi family of 
the Congress, BJP president 

J.P. Nadda on Wednesday said 
a dynasty and its courtiers 
have "grand delusions" of the 
opposition being about itself 
and stated that a "rejected 
and ejected" family is not 
equal to the entire opposition.

In a series of tweets, Nadda 
said it was the time for unity 
and solidarity, and the "re-
launch of the scion for the nth 
time can wait", an apparent 
dig at Rahul Gandhi, who has 
been aggressive in his attacks 
on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for his handling of the 
border row with China.

Nadda said India lost 
thousands of square kilo-
metres of land due to the 
"misadventures of one dy-
nasty" and claimed that the 
Siachen Glacier, where the 
Indian Army has a strong 
presence, was almost gone. 
No wonder India has reject-
ed them, he said.

The BJP president posted 
a news report to back his as-
sertions about Siachen.

Though he did not directly 
name the Nehru-Gandhi 
family or any of its mem-
bers, the reference was clear.

He said it was the opposi-
tion's right to ask questions 
and added that the all-party 
meeting called by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi saw 
healthy deliberations, with 
several opposition leaders 
giving their valuable inputs.

They also fully supported 
the Centre in determining 
the way ahead, Nadda said.

"One family was an excep-
tion. Any guesses who," he 
asked.

Targeting the Nehru-Gan-
dhi family, the BJP presi-
dent said, "One rejected 

and ejected dynasty is NOT 
equal to the entire opposi-
tion. One dynasty's interests 
are not India's interests. To-
day, the nation is united and 
supportive of our armed 
forces. This is the time for 
unity and solidarity. Re-
launch of 'the scion' for the 
nth time can wait.""One 
'royal' dynasty and their 
'loyal' courtiers have grand 
delusions of the opposition 
being about one dynasty. A 
dynast throws tantrums and 
his courtiers peddle that 
fake narrative. Latest one 
relates to the the opposition 
asking questions to the gov-
ernment," Nadda said.

Patanjali Drug Can Cure Covid-19, Claims Ramdev; 
Really? Asks Ayush Ministry
HARIDWAR/NEW DELHI: 
Yoga guru Ramdev's herbal 
medicine company Patanjali 
Ayurved on Tuesday claimed 
to have discovered a medicine 
that could cure coronavirus in 
just seven days - a claim that 
the Ayush Ministry scoffed at 
by seeking stopping of adver-
tisements for the drug.

While Ramdev claimed 
that Ayurved-based 'Coronil 
and Swasari' medicine have 
shown 100 per cent favour-
able results during clinical 
trials on COVID-19 infected 
patients except those on a 
life support system, the Ay-
ush Ministry sought from 
the company detailed report 
on composition, testing and 
other data of the drugs.

The ministry also used 
powers under a 1954 law to 
ask the firm to "stop advertis-
ing/publicizing" claims of co-
rona cure drug until the issue 
is examined by it.

A government notification 
bars companies from adver-
tising a cure without govern-
ment approval. But it wasn't 
immediately clear if the drug 
can still be sold.

Talking to PTI, Ramdev said 
the medicines have been de-
veloped by Patanjali Research 
Center, Haridwar and privately-

owned National Institute of 
Medical Science, Jaipur follow-
ing all protocols with clinically 
controlled trial-based evidence.

"Patanjali first conducted 
clinical case study and con-
ducted clinical control trials 
following all protocols of drug 
discovery," he said.

Sidestepping questions on 
the drug being approved by 
government agencies such 
as ICMR, Ramdev said clini-
cal controlled study of these 
medicines was done in sev-
eral cities including Delhi, 
Ahmedabad and Meerut and 
the RCT (Randomized Clini-
cal Trial) controlled with pla-
cebo was conducted at Jaipur-
based National Institute of 
Medical Sciences & Research.

3 Members Of Indian-Origin Family Die In US 
Swimming Pool Mishap
NEW YORK: Three members 
of an Indian-origin family have 
died in a swimming pool at 
their New Jersey house, accord-
ing to media reports.

Officials identified the victims 
on Tuesday as Bharat Patal, 62, 
his daughter-in-law Nisha Patel, 
33, and her 8-year-old daughter, 
whose name was not given.

They drowning took place 
in East Brunswick on Monday 
evening.

Police spokesperson Lt Frank 
Sutter was quoted by News12 
TV as saying that a call was re-
ceived from a neighbour about 
someone having fallen.

Police officers who went to 
the house found it was a case 
of drowning and performed 
cardiopulmonary resuscita-

tion but they were pronounced 
dead at the house backyard, ac-
cording to him.

A neighbour, Vishal Makin, 
told the channel that the family 
had just moved into the house 
a couple of weeks ago and told 
him they had their pool ser-
viced and were excited to use it.

"It's painful. It's painful," 
another neighbour Yamini Pa-

tel told CBS New York. Officials 
have ruled the drowning an ac-
cident but gave no details.

CBS New York said that a 
neighbour, Phil Peterson, men-
tioned that an electrician's truck 
showed up after the drown-
ing and said, "It wouldn't make 
sense that three people just 
drowned right away like that. 
With an adult there, too." IANS

China Occupies Nepal Village
NEW DELHI: China has occupied a village of Nepal and alleg-
edly removed the boundary pillars to legitimise its annexation, 
top government sources said on Tuesday.

It has also been learnt that China has gradually made inroads 
into several Nepalese territories with an ulterior aim to seize 
complete control.

The latest in the line is Rui vil-
lage in Gorkha district, which is 
now in total control of China. “In 
a massive departure from its dip-
lomatic stand of non-interference, 
the Chinese have completely oc-
cupied Rui village and the resi-
dents comprising around 72 houses are fighting for their origi-
nal identity. This also shows how Nepal’s current regime has 
surrendered to China and is now making anti-India statements 
and resorting to anti-India activities,” top sources said.

Apart from Rui village, China has also occupied strategic 
lands at 11 places across Nepal. Around 36 hectares in four 
districts of Nepal, which border China, have been illegally oc-
cupied by China, but so far the Nepalese government is tight-
lipped about it. The occupation of Rui village has been done 
systematically by China in the last two years. —IANS

Apple, Other US Goods 
From China Held Up At 
Indian Ports: Report
Apple, Cisco and Dell prod-

ucts are among the goods 
from US companies being 
caught up in India's border 

tensions with China, as Indian ports 
hold up imports from China, two 
sources told Reuters on Wednesday.

Though no government notice has 
been issued, customs officers at ma-
jor Indian port have held back con-
tainers coming from China, seeking 
additional clearances, government 
and industry sources have said.

The move comes amid heightened 
tensions between India and China 
after border clashes last week that 
saw at least 20 Indian soldiers killed.

The US-India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF), a lobby group rep-
resenting US firms, told commerce 
ministry in a letter dated June 23 
that lack of clarity and delays could 
disrupt business and manufacturing 
operations.

"Authorities have abruptly halt-
ed the clearance of industry con-
signments coming in from China 
(and perhaps other destinations) 
at most major ports and airports," 
USISPF said in the letter, seen by 
Reuters.

"This will send a chilling signal 
to foreign investors who look for 
predictability and transparency," 
it said.

The commerce ministry did not 
respond to a request for comment.

Two industry sources said Apple, 
Cisco, Dell and Ford Motor Co prod-
ucts were among those held up. 
Electronics components of Taiwan's 
Foxconn, a contract manufacturer for 
Apple in India, were also affected, a 
third source said.

It was not immediately clear 
which ports were holding back the 
goods.

Apple, Cisco and Foxconn did not 

respond to requests for comment. A 
Dell spokeswoman declined to com-
ment, while Ford said a consignment 
of auto parts was held up at a port 
in Chennai and the company was 
providing information sought by the 
authorities.

The delays come as India is re-
starting factory operations after a 
nationwide lockdown to tackle the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Indian electronics and mobile in-
dustry group ICEA said its members 
had been told Chennai, Mumbai and 
Delhi Airports would have a new ex-
amination procedure for all consign-
ments coming from China.

Normally, goods for regular im-
porters are cleared automatically, 
ICEA said in a letter to the finance 
ministry, urging it to intervene.

Finance Ministry, which oversees 
the customs department, did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

"Reform Trajectory Continues": PM 
Modi On Today's Cabinet Decisions
NEW DELHI: The "landmark" deci-
sions taken by the Union Cabinet 
today are aimed at accelerating 
economic growth and the country's 
strides in space, besides assisting 
farmers, villages and small busi-
nesses, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has said.

In a series of tweets after chairing 
the Cabinet meeting, he said crores of 
Indians will gain from these decisions.

"The reform trajectory continues," 
he tweeted, referring to the decision 
to allow participation of the private 
sector in the entire range of space 
activities, including planetary explo-
ration missions.

The Union Cabinet's approval to 
reforms in the space sector is yet 
another step towards making the 
nation self-reliant and technologi-
cally advanced, he said. "The re-
forms will boost private sector par-
ticipation as well."

Referring to decisions related to 
Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSME), PM Modi pointed out 
that the Cabinet approved an inter-
est subvention scheme for Shishu 
loan accounts under the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana.

"This scheme would provide valu-

able support and stability to small 
businesses," he said.

Setting up of the Animal Husband-
ry Infrastructure Development Fund 
augurs well for the sector, he said, 
adding that it will boost the income 
of farmers.

"Investment and sectoral infra-
structure, especially in dairies, will 
get an impetus," he said.

The Prime Minister said the deci-

sion to upgrade the Kushinagar air-
port as an international airport is a 
great news for Uttar Pradesh, tour-
ism and those inspired by the noble 
thoughts of Lord Buddha.

"Kushinagar Airport will now be 
an international airport. Connec-
tivity will improve significantly. 
More tourists and pilgrims will also 
mean better opportunities for local 
population," he said.


